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LOOKING AHEAD
Get ready to be amazed and chal-

lenged! You are about to begin a
study of some awesome and life-
changing truths.
In lessons 1 through 3, you will vis-

it the sixth century B.C. You will get a
glimpse of two breathtaking visions
the Prophet Daniel saw of God’s fu-
ture kingdom. And you will hear a
prayer from the prophet’s heart for
his nation, Judah.
In lessons 4 through 9, you will

share the wonder and joy Jesus’ fol-
lowers felt on the day He rose from
the dead. His resurrection gives us
our confident hope. Your study will
focus on the Christian way of life that
is founded on that hope: humbly
serving, grounded in God’s truth,
empowered by His Spirit, and look-
ing forward to His triumphal return.
Finally, in lessons 10 through 13, you

will consider some challenging words
delivered by the Apostle Peter in Chris-
tianity’s early years. Jesus’ followers
are called to a radically new way of liv-
ing.
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PLEASE NOTE: The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division, most earnestly en-
deavors to proclaim fundamentally sound doctrine. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yield-
edness to the Spirit of Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only.
“They received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts
17:11).

DAN. 7:9 I beheld till the thrones
were cast down, and the Ancient of
days did sit, whose garment was
white as snow, and the hair of his
head like the pure wool: his throne
was like the fiery flame, and his
wheels as burning fire.
10 A fiery stream issued and

came forth from before him: thou-
sand thousands ministered unto
him, and ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him: the
judgment was set, and the books
were opened.
11 I beheld then because of the

voice of the great words which the
horn spake: I beheld even till the beast
was slain, and his body destroyed,
and given to the burning flame.

12 As concerning the rest of
the beasts, they had their domin-
ion taken away: yet their lives
were prolonged for a season and
time.
13 I saw in the night visions, and,

behold, one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven,
and came to the Ancient of days,
and they brought him near before
him.
14 And there was given him do-

minion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations, and lan-
guages, should serve him: his do-
minion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed.

LESSON 1 3 MARCH 2013
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LESSON STUDY
A time is coming when all wrongs

will be made right! Since ancient
times, God’s people have looked for-
ward to the kingdom of Jesus, the
Prince of Peace. Let us find comfort
and hope in the promises of God as
we wait and pray for that day to
come.

A JUDGE TO BE FEARED—
Dan. 7:9-10
We are studying the Prophet Dan -

iel’s firsthand account of a dream
and visions he received. Daniel, an
Israelite man from the tribe of Judah,
had served the kings of Babylon
since his youth. Now he was an old-
er man of perhaps seventy years.
Occasionally in Bible times, God

used dreams and visions to reveal
His word and will to His people.
Daniel had a God-given ability to in-
terpret dreams. That is one reason he
rose to positions of great importance
in the service of several kings.
We begin our study at a point

where Daniel’s dream was already
under way. He had seen four great
monsters arise from the sea. These
represented four great kingdoms

that would, each in its own turn,
flourish for a time. (It seems certain
that these beasts represented the
empires of Babylon, Medo-Persia,
Greece, and Rome.)
In his dream, Daniel continued

watching until “the thrones were cast
down” (Dan. 7:9). Most likely, “cast
down” means that the thrones were
set in place. The prophet saw a judg-
ment hall being arranged for a formal
session of the court. Then the Su -
preme Judge, the Ancient of Days,
was seated.
“Ancient of Days” is one of many

names of God found in the Bible.
Like God’s other titles, it expresses a
basic truth of His character—name-
ly, His eternal existence. He is “from
everlasting to everlasting” (Ps. 90:2).
This fact sets God apart from all cre-
ated things. 
The white robe of the Judge is

symbolic of the purity and holiness of
God. His white hair suggests maturi-
ty and wisdom; this Judge can make
no compromise with evil. His ap-
pearance compels all to honor and
revere Him.
Throughout the Bible, white sym-

bolizes sinless purity, as in God’s
gracious offer of forgiveness:
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they
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A Glorious Reign Ahead
Lesson: Daniel 7:9-14

Read: Daniel 7:1-28

TIME: probably 553 B.C. PLACE: Babylon

GOLDEN TEXT—“His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed” (Daniel 7:14).



shall be as white as snow” (Isa. 1:18).
The image of the Ancient of Days

was filled with fire. He sat on a throne
of flame with flaming wheels. A fiery
stream flowed from it.
Fire punishes and purifies. God’s

holiness requires that He must ulti-
mately destroy all that is contrary to
His character. “Our God is a con-
suming fire” (Heb. 12:29). Therefore,
we worship and serve Him “with rev-
erence and godly fear” (vs. 28).
The fiery stream flowing from the

throne reminds us of another vision
in which a stream poured from the
throne of God. The Apostle John saw
“a pure river of water of life, . . . pro-
ceeding out of the throne of God and
of the Lamb” (Rev. 22:1).
The God who is a consuming fire

is also the Water of Life. He gra-
ciously gives new life to all who come
to Him. The Bible concludes with this
invitation: “Let him that is athirst
come. And whosoever will, let him
take the water of life freely” (Rev.
22:17).
In his vision the prophet saw a

multitude of servants attending the
Ancient of Days. God is attended by
an army of angels too numerous to
count (“thousand thousands” [Dan.
7:10]). One of their ministries is to
serve His children on earth (Heb.
1:14). The fact that God commands
vast armies of angels is indicated in
His title “Lord of Hosts,” a frequent
Old Testament name for God.
“The books were opened” (Dan.

7:10). The Judge would render jus-
tice based on perfect knowledge;
nothing would be hidden from Him.
The things Daniel saw assure us

that Judgment Day eventually will
come and that God Himself will be
the supreme Judge. We can be com-
forted and encouraged, knowing that

there ultimately will be justice. We
can be sure “the Judge of all the
earth [will] do right” (Gen. 18:25).

DEATH TO THE BEAST—
Dan. 7:11-12
Daniel’s account gives special at-

tention to the fourth beast in his vi-
sion. This is the kingdom that will be
overthrown when Jesus comes and
carries out the final destruction of
wicked human government. (We un-
derstand this beast to represent a re-
vived Roman Empire. Evidently, it will
be the cultural descendant of that
great empire and will occupy the
same territory.)
Even in the presence of the Judge

of all the earth, with His books
opened, the horn of the fourth beast
continued to speak boastfully (Dan.
7:11; cf. vs. 8). The kingdoms of this
world may continue to defy God
even after their doom is sure, but
their day will end. “The beast was
slain, and his body destroyed, and
given to the burning flame” (vs. 11).
Daniel’s vision also saw the fate of

the three earlier kingdoms. Their do-
minion was taken away, “yet their
lives were prolonged for a season
and time” (Dan. 7:12). Each of these
great empires lost its dominance as
a world power, but its culture and in-
fluence continued long thereafter.
Do not become discouraged when

you see that earthly governments are
corrupt and unjust. Rather, be com-
forted in knowing that Almighty God is
the sovereign Ruler of the earth. Earth-
ly kingdoms can continue only as long
as He allows. “The most high God
[rules] in the kingdom of men, and . . .
he appointeth over it whomsoever he
will” (Dan. 5:21). “He chang eth the
times and the seasons: he removeth
kings, and setteth up kings” (2:21).
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DOMINION TO THE SON OF
MAN—Dan. 7:13-14
Daniel’s vision looked beyond the

defeat of wicked human government
to the establishment of Messiah’s
glorious kingdom of righteousness
and peace. The “one like the Son of
man” (Dan. 7:13) whom Daniel saw
was Jesus the Messiah.
At His trial before Israel’s highest

court, Jesus explicitly applied these
words to Himself: “Hereafter shall ye
see the Son of man sitting on the
right hand of power, and coming in
the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64).
Note several things about this new

kingdom. First, its origin will be di-
vine. Unlike the preceding kings, who
had gained their dominion by ruth-
less conquest, the Messiah will re-
ceive His dominion and glory by
God’s decree.
Second, we see that this kingdom

will cover the earth. There will be no
limit to its domain and authority. All
will serve the new King.
Finally, this new kingdom will have

no end. The great empires of Daniel’s
vision would come to an end, but
Messiah’s “dominion is an everlast-
ing dominion, which shall not pass
away” (Dan. 7:14).
This echoes the promise God made

to King David centuries earlier: “Thine
house and thy kingdom shall be es-
tablished for ever before thee: thy
throne shall be established for ever”
(II Sam. 7:16). Jesus will continue the
dynasty of His ancestor David forever.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—The Lord Deals with the Mighty. Dan. 5:13-21.
T.—The Lord Judges the Powerful. Dan. 5:22-31.
W.—The Plot to Undermine Daniel. Dan. 6:1-10.

T.—The Plot Fails. Dan. 6:11-23.
F.—Daniel’s God Is Exalted. Dan. 6:24-28.
S.—Daniel’s Vision. Dan. 7:1-8.
S.—The Exaltation of the Coming One. Dan. 7:9-14.

LESSON HEART
Let Daniel’s awesome vision shape

your awareness of God. He is the all-
powerful Ruler and Judge of the uni-
verse. Therefore, we “fear God, and
keep his commandments” (Eccles.
12:13).
Do not become discouraged when

wrong prevails. Rather, let the promis-
es of God be your comfort. We have a
great future to look forward to. The
Judge of all the earth will come, avenge
all wrongs, and establish His kingdom
of righteousness and peace.

LESSON TEST
1. Of what nation and tribe was
Daniel? What kings did he serve?

2. What unusual ability did Daniel
have? Where did he get such abil-
ity?

3. Who is the Ancient of Days?
What does that name indicate?

4. What is symbolized by the white
robe and fiery throne of the
Judge?

5. Who are the “thousand thou-
sands” (Dan. 7:10) who served
the Ancient of Days?

6. Who is the Son of Man who was
presented to the Ancient of Days?

7. How do we benefit now from
knowing that God will establish
a kingdom of righteousness and
peace?

Intermediate Bible Class 5
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DAN. 9:4 And I prayed unto the
LORD my God, and made my confes-
sion, and said, O Lord, the great and
dreadful God, keeping the covenant
and mercy to them that love him, and
to them that keep his command-
ments;
5 We have sinned, and have

committed iniquity, and have done
wickedly, and have rebelled, even
by departing from thy precepts
and from thy judgments:
6 Neither have we hearkened

unto thy servants the prophets,
which spake in thy name to our
kings, our princes, and our fathers,
and to all the people of the land.
7 O Lord, righteousness be-

longeth unto thee, but unto us
confusion of faces, as at this day;
to the men of Ju�dah, and to the in-
habitants of Je-ru�sa-lem, and
unto all Is�ra-el, that are near, and
that are far off, through all the
countries whither thou hast driven
them, because of their trespass
that they have trespassed against
thee.
8 O Lord, to us belongeth confu-

sion of face, to our kings, to our
princes, and to our fathers, because
we have sinned against thee.

9 To the Lord our God belong
mercies and forgivenesses, though
we have rebelled against him;
10 Neither have we obeyed the

voice of the LORD our God, to walk in
his laws, which he set before us by
his servants the prophets.
11 Yea, all Is�ra-el have trans-

gressed thy law, even by depart-
ing, that they might not obey thy
voice; therefore the curse is
poured upon us, and the oath that
is written in the law of Mo�ses the
servant of God, because we have
sinned against him.
12 And he hath confirmed his

words, which he spake against us,
and against our judges that judged
us, by bringing upon us a great evil:
for under the whole heaven hath not
been done as hath been done upon
Je-ru�sa-lem.
13 As it is written in the law of

Mo�ses, all this evil is come upon
us: yet made we not our prayer be-
fore the LORD our God, that we
might turn from our iniquities, and
understand thy truth.
14 Therefore hath the LORD

watched upon the evil, and brought
it upon us: for the LORD our God is
righteous in all his works which he
doeth: for we obeyed not his voice.

LESSON 2 10 MARCH 2013
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LESSON STUDY
One of the most familiar Bible sto-

ries is about Daniel in the den of li-
ons. Do you remember the offense
that got him into such trouble? He
prayed. King Darius had prohibited
all prayers (except prayers made to
the king), but Daniel continued to
pray to God three times a day.
Daniel’s habit of prayer provides

an excellent example for us. In this
lesson, we will study a prayer of con-
fession he made for his people.

THE GOD TO WHOM WE MUST
ANSWER—Dan. 9:4
Daniel was probably about eighty

years of age when the Medo-Persian
Empire took control of Babylon in
539 B.C. (Dan. 5:31). As an important
official in the government, he was a
busy man with many responsibilities.
Yet he still found time to study the
Scriptures and faithfully continue in
his habit of prayer.
“I prayed unto the Lord my God,

and made my confession” (Dan. 9:4),
Daniel testified. This prayer was
made with serious effort: “I set my
face unto the Lord God” (vs. 3). To
set one’s face is to show strong pur-

pose and determination.
The prophet also fasted; that is, he

went without food as a spiritual disci-
pline (Dan. 9:3). In Bible times, God’s
servants often fasted during times of
prayer. Daniel also wore sackcloth and
ashes; these are signs of deep sorrow.
It is clear that Daniel was a man who

knew the Bible. His prayer was guided
by his knowledge of the Scriptures,
and his hope was based on God’s
promises. The word God had given to
the Prophet Jeremiah (Dan. 9:2) told
Daniel that the exile of his people from
their homeland would end soon.
Understanding that God works

through the prayers of His people,
Daniel poured out his heart in prayer.
He was confident that God would
keep His promise and end His peo-
ple’s disgrace. But there was some-
thing even more important—the
hearts of the people needed to be
made right with God.
It is fitting and important to begin

our prayers by adoring God. He is
glorified when we praise Him, and we
are transformed in our minds and
hearts when we consider His great-
ness and goodness.
Daniel’s prayer began with adoration

of God. He prayed to “the great and
dreadful God, keeping the covenant

Intermediate Bible Class 7

Daniel’s Prayer of Confession
Lesson: Daniel 9:4-14

Read: Daniel 9:3-19

TIME: 539 B.C. PLACE: Babylon

GOLDEN TEXT—“To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have
rebelled against him” (Daniel 9:9).



and mercy to them that love him” (Dan.
9:4). In other words, God is awesome,
faithful to His word, and merciful.
God deals with mankind in terms of

covenants; that is, He vows that He
will act in certain ways. And He makes
His will known to us in His command-
ments. We learn of His covenants and
commandments in the Bible.
Daniel spoke of God’s blessings that

are promised “to them that love him,
and . . . keep his commandments”
(Dan. 9:4). There is always a connec-
tion between loving God and obeying
Him. Jesus said, “He that hath my
commandments, and keepeth them,
he it is that loveth me” (John 14:21).

THE SINS WE MUST CONFESS—
Dan. 9:5-6
Daniel made confession for his

people with a variety of terms. They
had “sinned, . . . committed iniquity,
. . . done wickedly, . . . and have re-
belled” (Dan. 9:5). Their sins called
for deep sorrow and repentance, and
Daniel’s words show it. They had not
sinned in ignorance. God had made
known to them His “precepts and . .
judgments.” Israel, like no other na-
tion, was blessed with knowledge of
God’s laws. God had delivered His
law to Moses at Mount Sinai. In the
centuries that followed, He had sent
His prophets to call the people to
righteous living again and again.
God’s excellent law is one of the

blessings He has given to mankind
through the people of Israel. If you
have Jewish friends and neighbors,
let them know of your gratitude and
reverence for the blessings God has
given through His chosen people.
God patiently called His people to

repentance through His faithful mes-
sengers. “Neither have we heark -
ened unto thy servants the prophets”

(Dan. 9:6), Daniel prayed. If we are
truly sorry for our sins, we will make
no excuses.

GOD’S GOODNESS, OUR SHAME—
Dan. 9:7-9
“O Lord, righteousness belongeth

unto thee” (Dan. 9:7), Daniel prayed. It
is always good to meditate on God’s
righteousness. We begin to compre-
hend how sinful we are only when we
consider how righteous God is.
Shame may be a difficult thing to

define, but we all know what it feels
like. It includes the inward distress
and the outward disgrace that results
from guilt. “Confusion of faces” (Dan.
9:7) is a literal translation of an ex-
pression that means “shame.” Shame
makes us want to hide our faces.
Daniel made confession for all the

people of Israel in all the places to
which they had been scattered (Dan.
9:7). He recognized that the hand of
God had “driven” them to those
places. He made special mention of
“kings, . . . princes, and . . . fathers”
(vs. 8). God had given them authori-
ty; therefore, they had a special duty
to provide a righteous example and
leadership.
The nation was living under the

curse they had brought on them-
selves, but there was hope. With
God, there are “mercies and forgive-
nesses” (Dan. 9:9).

NO ONE CAN PLEAD
IGNORANCE—Dan. 9:10-13a
Again Daniel confessed his peo-

ple’s sins and acknowledged that
God had spoken through “his ser-
vants the prophets” (Dan. 9:10).
Here again, Daniel’s prayer shows

that he knew the Scriptures. He con-
fessed his people’s sins and then ac-
knowledged, “Therefore the curse is
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poured upon us, and the oath that is
written in the law of Moses” (Dan. 9:11).
When God gave His law to Moses,

He promised that blessings and well-
being would follow faithful obedience.
Likewise, curses and troubles would
result from persistent disobedience:
“Ye shall be plucked from off the land
. . . and the Lord shall scatter thee
among all people” (Deut. 28:63-64).
God’s judgment on Jerusalem was

unique “under the whole heaven”
(Dan. 9:12) because God was mak-
ing an example of His chosen nation.
In the eyes of the surrounding na-
tions, the disgrace of Israel was well-
known. God’s people had “become a
reproach” (vs. 16).
“He hath confirmed his words, . . .

by bringing upon us a great evil,”
Daniel confessed. “As it is written in
the law of Moses, all this evil is come
upon us” (Dan. 9:12-13). God will
confirm His words in what He brings
to pass; we can be sure He will do as
He has said.

GOD’S JUSTICE
DEMONSTRATED—
Dan. 9:13b-14
God sometimes sends hardship to

prompt His people to repentance,
but Daniel had not seen repentance
among the people of Israel. True re-
pentance would include penitent
prayers, turning from sin, and em-
bracing God’s truth.
Speaking of his people’s defeat and

disgrace, Daniel said, “Therefore hath
the Lord . . . brought it upon us” (Dan.
9:14). Even the wicked empire that
oppressed them was under God’s
command. His justice was demon-
strated for the nations to see. There-
fore Daniel could say, “The Lord our
God is righteous in all his works.”

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Daniel’s Resolve. Dan. 1:8-15.
T.—Daniel’s Recognition. Dan. 1:16-21.
W.—The King’s Challenge. Dan. 2:1-11.
T.—Daniel’s Intervention. Dan. 2:12-16.
F.—Daniel’s Success. Dan. 2:36-49.
S.—Daniel’s Prayer of Supplication. Dan. 9:15-19.
S.—Daniel’s Prayer of Confession. Dan. 9:4-14.

LESSON HEART
Imagine what a busy man Daniel

must have been in the service of the
king. Yet he found time to know the
Scriptures and to pray faithfully. Let
us, likewise, make a disciplined habit
of Bible study and prayer.
The more you study the Bible, the

better you will know the God to
whom we pray. Begin your prayers
by praising His greatness and good-
ness. Confess your sins without
making excuses, remembering that
God is merciful and forgiving.

LESSON TEST
1. What actions demonstrated that
Daniel’s prayer was serious and
heartfelt (Dan. 9:3)?

2 In what terms did Daniel express
the fact that his people had
sinned (vs. 5)?

3. Could the people claim that they
did not know God’s command-
ments? How had he made His
laws known?

4. How had God warned of the
penalty that would follow if His
people persisted in disobedi-
ence?
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DAN. 8:19 And he said, Behold,
I will make thee know what shall be
in the last end of the indignation: for
at the time appointed the end shall
be.
20 The ram which thou sawest

having two horns are the kings of
Me�di-a and Per�sia.
21 And the rough goat is the

king of Gre�cia: and the great horn
that is between his eyes is the first
king.
22 Now that being broken,

whereas four stood up for it, four
kingdoms shall stand up out of the
nation, but not in his power.
23 And in the latter time of their

kingdom, when the transgressors
are come to the full, a king of fierce

countenance, and understanding
dark sentences, shall stand up.
24 And his power shall be

mighty, but not by his own power:
and he shall destroy wonderfully,
and shall prosper, and practise,
and shall destroy the mighty and
the holy people.
25 And through his policy also he

shall cause craft to prosper in his
hand; and he shall magnify himself in
his heart, and by peace shall destroy
many: he shall also stand up against
the Prince of princes; but he shall be
broken without hand.
26 And the vision of the evening

and the morning which was told is
true: wherefore shut thou up the
vision; for it shall be for many days.

LESSON 3 17 MARCH 2013

Scripture Lesson Text



LESSON STUDY
In your classes on world history,

have you studied the great empires
and kings of ancient times? Have
you read at school about nations and
people whose names also appear in
the Bible?
We are studying a vision God

gave the Prophet Daniel of things
yet future in the sixth century B.C.
Maybe you will recognize some
names and events from your histo-
ry books.

AN INTERPRETER SENT—
Dan. 8:19
Daniel had seen a frightening and

confusing vision; then he was met by
the Angel Gabriel. God sent Gabriel
to interpret the vision—that is, to ex-
plain its meaning.
“I will make thee know” (Dan.

8:19), Gabriel assured Daniel. God
wants us to have knowledge and un-
derstanding of His mind and ways.
He created us “in his own image”
(Gen. 1:27); therefore we have amaz-
ing ability to learn and understand.
Gabriel’s message was about

“what shall be” (Dan. 8:19). There
was no doubt or uncertainty; these

things surely would happen. God
can bring to pass the words He had
spoken because He rules over world
events. He preserves and governs all
that He has created.
The message Gabriel delivered

was about “the last end of the indig-
nation” (Dan. 8:19). Daniel’s vision
foretold a time of terrible suffering for
God’s chosen nation, Israel. But they
could be comforted in knowing that
God’s wrath would have a “last end.”
It would continue only until “the time
appointed.”
God is just and merciful. The suf-

fering His people would endure for
their sins would be only for a limited
time. If God sends hardship into our
lives, we can be sure it will last only
as long as necessary to accomplish
His purposes. “In wrath remember
mercy” (Hab. 3:2), the Prophet
Habakkuk prayed. And we can be
sure that God will.

HISTORY FORETOLD—
Dan. 8:20-22
Gabriel explained that the ram with

two horns represented “the kings of
Media and Persia” (Dan. 8:20). Daniel
had seen the ram pushing powerful-
ly to the west, south, and north (vs.
4). No other beast was able to resist
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it or escape from its control.
True to the vision, the Medo-Per-

sian Empire grew rapidly under the
leadership of Cyrus the Great. No
other kingdom was able to stop its
advance.
In his vision, Daniel had seen a

male goat coming from the west, ad-
vancing so fast that its feet did not
touch the ground. Gabriel explained
that it represented “the king of Gre-
cia” (Dan. 8:21).
The single horn between the

goat’s eyes was the empire’s great-
est king, Alexander the Great. When
he conquered the Medo-Persian
Empire, he fulfi l led that part of
Daniel’s vision in which the goat eas-
ily overwhelmed and trampled the
two-horned ram (Dan. 8:6-7).
When Alexander died at the height

of his power, his great empire was di-
vided into four smaller kingdoms.
This too fulfilled Daniel’s vision:
“When he was strong, the great horn
was broken; and for it came up four
notable ones toward the four winds
of heaven” (Dan. 8:8). Gabriel ex-
plained, “Four kingdoms shall stand
up out of the nation, but not in his
power” (vs. 22). None of them would
have the might of Alexander’s united
kingdom.

THE WICKED KING’S CAREER—
Dan. 8:23-25
Next, the Angel Gabriel explained

the little horn that arose from one of
the goat’s four horns (Dan. 8:9). This
was fulfilled when Antiochus IV rose
to power over one of the kingdoms
that had been formed from Alexan-
der’s empire. He ruled the Seleucid
(Syrian) kingdom from 175 B.C. until
his death in 163 B.C.
He would be “a king of fierce coun-

tenance, and understanding dark

sentences” (Dan. 8:23); that is, he
would be ruthless and deceitful. He
took the surname Epiphanes (mean-
ing “manifestation of the gods”). He
is regarded as one of the cruelest
tyrants of all time.
Scholars regard Antiochus as a

forerunner of the “man of sin”
(II Thess. 2:3), or antichrist, who will
torment God’s people in a future time
of tribulation (see lesson 9).
In fulfillment of Daniel’s vision, An-

tiochus sought to expand his power
and territory. He invaded “the pleas-
ant land” (Dan. 8:9), the territory of Is-
rael. God had granted this land to
Abraham and his descendants forev-
er (Gen. 13:14-18), and He had made
it beautiful and fruitful for their enjoy-
ment. Antiochus would “destroy . . .
the holy people” (Dan. 8:24); that is,
he would be especially cruel to the
devout people of Israel.
Antiochus sought to unify his king-

dom with uniform culture, laws, and
religion. He forbade the Jews to
practice their religion. He profaned
their holiest site, the temple at
Jerusalem, dedicating it to Zeus, the
principal god of the Greeks. Devout
Jews who defied his orders were
slaughtered cruelly.
Faithful Jews, under the leader-

ship of Judas Maccabeus, resisted
Antiochus’s evil tyranny, and eventu-
ally they were victorious. When Jew-
ish people celebrate Hanukkah, they
are commemorating the rededica-
tion of the temple in Jerusalem fol-
lowing this victory in 164 B.C.
Gabriel told Daniel that the king

would stand against the “Prince of
princes” (Dan. 8:25); that is, he actu-
ally would be defying God. But he
would be “broken without hand.” His
reign would end suddenly—but not
by any human power. On a campaign
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in Persia, Antiochus suddenly be-
came ill and died.
During their terrible suffering under

Antiochus, God’s people would be
able to look back on Daniel’s prophe-
cies that already had been fulfilled.
They would be comforted knowing
that God would bring an end to their
distress and remove the cruel tyrant.
When God’s words about Anti-

ochus were fulfilled, this truth was
confirmed: “[God] ruleth by his pow-
er for ever; his eyes behold the na-
tions: let not the rebellious exalt
themselves” (Ps. 66:7).

THE TIME IS FAR-OFF—Dan. 8:26
“Shut thou up the vision; for it

shall be for many days” (Dan. 8:26),
Gabriel instructed Daniel. For the
time being, the prophet was to
keep secret the vis ion and i ts
meaning.
Not many years later, “the kings of

Media and Persia” (Dan. 8:20) did ac-
complish the conquest of which
Gabriel spoke. This fulfilled the vision
of the two-horned ram that over-
came everything in its path (vs. 4).
When the Israelites saw this part of
the vision fulfilled, it confirmed to
them that the rest of the vision must
be true.
God gave Daniel revelation that

would give His people comfort and
hope centuries later, when they
would suffer under the tyranny of
Antiochus. We can be sure that God
anticipates our future needs and
that He has a plan to provide for
them.
This vision was a great burden for

Daniel. Imagine the heaviness he felt
as he kept to himself the painful
knowledge about his people’s future.
He wrote, “I . . . fainted, and was sick
certain days” (Dan. 8:27).

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—A Guide into the Future. Exod. 23:20-25.
T.—A Messenger of Rebuke. Judg. 2:1-5.
W.—A Messenger with Good News. Luke 1:8-20.
T.—A Messenger from God. Luke 1:26-38.
F.—A Helper in Understanding. Dan. 8:13-18.
S.—A Helper in Response to Prayer. Dan. 9:20-27.
S.—A Helper in Facing the Future. Dan. 8:19-26.

LESSON HEART
You can take some important basic

truths from this lesson. God speaks
and makes His mind known. He rules
the world. And He has a plan to pro-
vide for His people’s future needs.
These are very practical truths that

we can apply to our lives moment by
moment. Since God has spoken, we
must be attentive to His words.
Knowing that He rules, we can have
joy and hope even in the most diffi-
cult times. Knowing that He will pro-
vide all that we need, we can face the
future without worry.

LESSON TEST
1. Who was the messenger God
sent to explain the vision to
Daniel (Dan. 8:16)?

2. What did the ram with two horns
represent?

3. What did the goat represent?
What did it mean when the horn
between his eyes was broken
and four horns grew in its place?

4. Who was the “king of fierce
countenance” (vs. 23)? How did
he treat the faithful within Israel?
How did his reign of terror end?
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LUKE 22:14 And when the hour
was come, he sat down, and the
twelve apostles with him.
15 And he said unto them, With

desire I have desired to eat this
passover with you before I suffer:
16 For I say unto you, I will not any

more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in
the kingdom of God.
17 And he took the cup, and

gave thanks, and said, Take this,
and divide it among yourselves:
18 For I say unto you, I will not

drink of the fruit of the vine, until the
kingdom of God shall come.
19 And he took bread, and gave

thanks, and brake it, and gave
unto them, saying, This is my body
which is given for you: this do in re-
membrance of me.
20 Likewise also the cup after

supper, saying, This cup is the new
testament in my blood, which is shed
for you.
21 But, behold, the hand of him

that betrayeth me iswith me on the
table.
22 And truly the Son of man goeth,

as it was determined: but woe unto
that man by whom he is betrayed!

23 And they began to enquire
among themselves, which of
them it was that should do this
thing.
24 And there was also a strife

among them, which of them should
be accounted the greatest.
25 And he said unto them, The

kings of the Gen�tiles exercise
lordship over them; and they that
exercise authority upon them are
called benefactors.
26 But ye shall not be so: but he

that is greatest among you, let him
be as the younger; and he that is
chief, as he that doth serve.
27 For whether is greater, he

that sitteth at meat, or he that
serveth? is not he that sitteth at
meat? but I am among you as he
that serveth.
28 Ye are they which have contin-

ued with me in my temptations.
29 And I appoint unto you a

kingdom, as my Father hath ap-
pointed unto me;
30 That ye may eat and drink at

my table in my kingdom, and sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Is�ra-el.

LESSON 4 24 MARCH 2013
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LESSON STUDY
When we follow Jesus, He calls for

more than a change of behavior; He
calls for a change of attitude. Serving
others is no longer a burden to be en-
dured. Rather, it becomes a privilege
to be taken joyfully. We are called to
take a humble servant’s role, as Je-
sus did.
In His last hours with His apostles

before He went to the cross, Jesus
taught them many important things.
One of these was a lesson on serv-
ing one another.

JESUS’ LAST PASSOVER—
Luke 22:14-20
Do you have any Jewish friends

who celebrate Passover? It is an im-
portant occasion among the people
of Israel. It commemorates God’s
miraculous deliverance of their an-
cestors from bondage in Egypt. The
law God gave to Moses required ob-
servance of Passover every year.
Jesus and His twelve apostles met

to celebrate Passover at the time and
place He had appointed. He had sent
Peter and John in advance to pre-
pare the meal. Notice that Jesus’
ways were disciplined and orderly;

He did not live without plan and pur-
pose.
Jesus strongly desired to cele-

brate one last Passover with His
closest followers. As a devout Jew,
He loved the rich spiritual heritage of
Israel. As He looked ahead to His
suffering and death, He would be
comforted by the celebration. The
Passover was a reminder of the faith-
fulness and power of His Heavenly
Father.
Often we emphasize Jesus’ nature

as the eternal Son of God; let us also
remember that He is in every sense
human “yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).
He would be comforted by celebrat-
ing Passover in the company of His
closest followers and friends.
Jesus also had important things to

accomplish at this last supper with
His apostles. There were lessons to
teach, and this was one last oppor-
tunity to prepare them for the fright-
ening and confusing things that were
about to happen.
The Passover always had been a

time to remember things past.
Through the centuries, faithful par-
ents in Israel had taught their chil-
dren about their ancestors’ deliver-
ance from slavery in Egypt.
When Jesus announced that this
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The Privilege of Serving
Lesson: Luke 22:14-30

Read: Luke 22:14-30

TIME: A.D. 30 PLACE: Jerusalem
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would be His last Passover Feast un-
til it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God,
He gave new meaning to the cele-
bration. From now on it would be a
time of remembrance and anticipa-
tion.We look forward to a future feast
after Jesus returns, when all who
love Him will celebrate their freedom
from sin, death, and Satan.
With a prayer of thanks, Jesus

passed the cup to His apostles and
directed them to share it. This was a
symbol of the unity and fellowship
among Jesus’ followers.
Jesus said He would not partake

of the fruit of the vine again until the
kingdom of God has come. He was
about to drink another cup—the
bitter cup of God’s wrath—as He
took upon Himself the sins of the
world.
God’s relationship with mankind is

governed by covenants. He has
bound Himself by His word, which
cannot be broken, to act in specific
ways for the benefit of His people.
Jesus established a new covenant.
Perhaps you have read about the

religious ceremonies and rituals of
Old Testament times. There were
holy days to be observed. Many of-
ferings were required. The priests
performed these rituals at a sacred
place, the temple in Jerusalem. All of
this ceremony anticipated the per-
fect sacrifice for sin that Jesus would
make.
It is very different for those who

look back on, not forward to, Jesus’
sacrifice. Jesus gave us one simple
ceremony to observe as we remem-
ber His death on the cross. He took
two ordinary things from the table to
serve as symbols. The bread repre-
sented His body; the fruit of the vine
represented His blood.
When we celebrate the Lord’s

Supper, or holy communion, we re-
member His death “till he come”
(I Cor. 11:26). We look back with
thanksgiving to the Cross. We also
look forward with joy to Jesus’ return
and the glorious future that will fol-
low.

A LESSON IN SERVANTHOOD—
Luke 22:21-30
Jesus’ death on the cross came

to pass as it was ordered by God for
His purposes. Wicked men were
conspiring to make it happen, and it
was Satan who moved Judas to be-
tray Jesus. But they all were actual-
ly carrying out God’s plan. It is a
comfort to know that God is able to
overrule even the worst deeds of the
wicked.
However, Judas was accountable

for his actions; his evil plot was sin
that God would judge. Jesus said,
“Good were it for that man if he had
never been born” (Mark 14:21).
When Jesus told His apostles that

the betrayer was among them, they
began to discuss who it might be.
They did not just suspect one anoth-
er; they also examined themselves.
One after another asked Jesus, “Is it
I?” (Mark 14:19).
Jesus had been speaking of the

betrayal and suffering that lay ahead
of Him. It is remarkable that the
apostles did not sorrow with Him. In-
stead, they began to argue about
who should be greatest among
them. Pride and selfish ambition are
natural tendencies of sinful human
hearts.
Jesus used their argument as an

opportunity to correct their attitude.
His kingdom is not like earthly king-
doms, where greatness means exer-
cising lordship over others; rather, it
is about humbly serving others.
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“I am among you as he that serv -
eth” (Luke 22:27), He said. Then He
demonstrated the lesson by taking a
basin and towel and washing His dis-
ciples’ feet (John 13:2-10). The One
they called “Master” took on the task
of the most lowly servant.
Jesus had more to say about His

apostles’ place in His kingdom.
There would be a reward for their
long, patient service.
During His years of ministry, Jesus

had endured many temptations, or
trials. He was “in all points tempted”
(Heb. 4:15). He was opposed by men
and devils. The religious leaders ac-
cused Him of being allied with Satan.
Enemies tried to kill Him. His family
and friends misunderstood Him and
thought He was deranged. Without
the comfort of home and family, He
endured much physical hardship.
The Twelve stuck with Him through

hardship and reproach while many
others fell away. One day Peter
asked, “We have forsaken all, and
followed thee; what shall we have
therefore?” (Matt. 19:27). Jesus as-
sured him that their sacrifices would
be repaid many times over.
Now Jesus renewed that promise.

Soon He would be crucified, but
there was no defeat or despair in His
words. He spoke as a King about to
claim His throne.
His apostles would have special

places in His kingdom. But these
would come by His appointment, not
by selfish competition among them.
To eat and drink at the King’s table is
an honor and a privilege. To sit as a
judge is to hold authority.
There is a promise to all who follow

Jesus: “If we suffer, we shall also
reign with him” (II Tim. 2:12). He calls
us to persevere, even through loneli-
ness and hardship.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Keeping the Passover. Deut. 16:1-8.
T.—The Meaning of the Passover. Exod. 12:21-27.
W.—Preparations for the Last Supper. Luke 22:7-13.
T.—Partaking of the Lord’s Table. I Cor. 10:14-22.
F.—Showing Contempt for the Church. I Cor. 11:17-22.
S.—Examine Yourselves. I Cor. 11:23-32.
S.—The Last Supper. Luke 22:14-30.

LESSON HEART
Jesus teaches us to look back and

to look forward. We look back with
thanksgiving to His sacrifice, which
accomplished our salvation. We look
forwardwith joy to our glorious future
with Him.
In obedience to the Lord, train your

mind in the attitude of a humble ser-
vant. Applying this lesson at home
can be especially difficult. Make an
extra effort to serve your family in a
patient, forgiving, helpful manner.
Another way to serve is by be-

friending the needy and lonely ones
among your peers.

LESSON TEST
1. What does the Passover Feast
commemorate?

2. What are some likely reasons Je-
sus strongly desired to celebrate
His last Passover with His apos-
tles?

3. What does the Lord’s Supper
commemorate? What future
event does it anticipate?

4. What were some trials that Jesus’
apostles endured with Him? What
reward did He promise them?
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LUKE 24:13 And, behold, two of
them went that same day to a village
called Em�ma-us, which was from
Je-ru�sa-lem about threescore fur-
longs.
14 And they talked together of

all these things which had hap-
pened.
15 And it came to pass, that, while

they communed together and rea-
soned, Je�sus himself drew near, and
went with them.
16 But their eyes were holden

that they should not know him.
17 And he said unto them, What

manner of communications are
these that ye have one to another, as
ye walk, and are sad?
18 And the one of them, whose

name was Cle�o-pas, answering
said unto him, Art thou only a
stranger in Je-ru�sa-lem, and hast
not known the things which are
come to pass there in these days?
19 And he said unto them, What

things? And they said unto him, Con-
cerning Je�sus of Naz�a-reth, which
was a prophet mighty in deed and
word before God and all the people:
20 And how the chief priests

and our rulers delivered him to be
condemned to death, and have
crucified him.
21 But we trusted that it had been

he which should have redeemed

Is�ra-el: and beside all this, to day is
the third day since these things were
done.

28 And they drew nigh unto the
village, whither they went: and he
made as though he would have
gone further.
29 But they constrained him, say-

ing, Abide with us: for it is toward
evening, and the day is far spent.
And he went in to tarry with them.
30 And it came to pass, as he

sat at meat with them, he took
bread, and blessed it, and brake,
and gave to them.
31 And their eyes were opened,

and they knew him; and he vanished
out of their sight.
32 And they said one to anoth-

er, Did not our heart burn within us,
while he talked with us by the way,
and while he opened to us the
scriptures?
33 And they rose up the same

hour, and returned to Je-ru�sa-lem,
and found the eleven gathered to-
gether, and them that were with
them,
34 Saying, The Lord is risen in-

deed, and hath appeared to
Si�mon.
35 And they told what things were

done in the way, and how he was
known of them in breaking of bread.

Scripture Lesson Text
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LESSON STUDY
Imagine yourself as one of Jesus’

followers on the day after He died on
the cross. Only yesterday you were
hoping He was the Redeemer of Is-
rael the prophets had foretold. Now
your hope is gone. Confused and
afraid, you are trying to find comfort
with the other disciples.
Then, on the third day, Jesus ap-

pears. He is alive again! New joy and
excitement energize His followers.
Hope returns. You discover that
God’s promises are being fulfilled in
wonderful and unexpected ways.

DISCIPLES IN DESPAIR—
Luke 24:13-21
During His ministry on earth, Jesus

had a large number of devoted fol-
lowers. There were women who trav-
eled with Him and supported His work
with their gifts (Luke 8:2-3). There
were faithful men who followed Him
throughout His ministry. Matthias was
chosen from among these to take Ju-
das’s place (Acts 1:26).
At one time, Jesus commissioned

70 men to travel in pairs ahead of Him

to prepare the way (Luke 10:1). After
He rose from the dead, He appeared
to a gathering of more than 500 fol-
lowers (I Cor. 15:6). After He ascend-
ed to heaven, about 120 continued in
fellowship at Jerusalem (Acts 1:15).
On the day Jesus rose from the

dead, two of these disciples were
walking from Jerusalem to Emmaus.
The location of Emmaus is not known
today; we only know it was about sev-
en miles from Jerusalem. (The Bible
gives the distance in furlongs; one fur-
long equals six hundred feet.)
They were deeply engaged in con-

versation; they talked (communed and
reasoned) together. They had many
sad and confusing things to talk about.
Their Master had been betrayed, ar-
rested, tried, and crucified. Now they
had heard that His tomb was empty. In
addition, there was a report that angels
had appeared, saying He was alive.
As they walked, Jesus approached

and began to walk with them, but they
did not recognize Him. It seemed to be
just a random encounter with a
stranger. Even in His resurrected body,
Jesus looked ordinary enough to be
mistaken for just another traveler. Yet
His appearance must have been quite
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Hope Restored
(Easter)

Lesson: Luke 24:13-21, 28-35

Read: Luke 24:1-35

TIME: A.D. 30 PLACE: near Emmaus

GOLDEN TEXT—“As he sat at meat with them,  he took bread, and blessed it, and brake,
and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him” (Luke 24:30-31).



different from before, for they did not
recognize Him.
Jesus noticed their sadness and be-

gan to gently question them. He did
not need to ask these questions, for He
knows what is in the hearts of men
(John 2:25). However, these disciples
needed to share their grief. When we
are brokenhearted and without hope,
Jesus meets us with understanding
and compassion.
One of these two disciples was

Cleopas. This is the only occasion he
is mentioned in the Bible. We do not
know who his traveling companion
was. The risen Jesus made this early
appearance to two disciples who are
otherwise unknown. In His sight, there
are no unimportant people.
Cleopas was astonished at Jesus’

question. The events surrounding the
death of Jesus were not known just by
Jesus’ followers; they were the major
news in Jerusalem. Only a stranger
newly arrived in town could fail to know
of these things.
It is clear that these disciples still es-

teemed Jesus highly as a prophet. The
greatness of His deeds and words
could not be denied. No one could
perform the miracles He did except by
the power of God (John 3:2). And He
taught with authority, unlike their ordi-
nary teachers (Matt. 7:29).
It was a terrible irony: Jesus, a

mighty prophet of God, had been de-
livered to death by the chief priests
and religious rulers. Surely it grieved
these devout men of Israel to see
such corruption and unbelief in their
spiritual leaders. This was added to
the grief of living under the harsh rule
of the Roman Empire.
God had promised Israel a Deliv-

erer who would bring in an age of
peace and justice. Jesus’ followers,
including the disciples on the Em-

maus road, had set their hopes on
Him. Now, on the third day since His
death, they were sad and confused.

ENERGIZED BY NEW HOPE—
Luke 24:28-35
It was late in the day when Jesus

and the two disciples approached
Emmaus. Hospitality to strangers
was common in those times, and
they offered Him a place to stay.
They did not simply invite Jesus to

stay with them; they constrained Him.
It was a forceful request. They did not
want Him to leave. He had shown them
amazing new insights from the Scrip-
tures concerning Israel’s Messiah. Nat-
urally, they were eager to hear more.
At supper, Jesus did a surprising

thing. He took the role of host and,
with a blessing, broke bread and gave
it to the two disciples. The blessing
was probably a prayer of thanks, cel-
ebrating the goodness of God.
That is when the two disciples rec-

ognized Him. Perhaps they noticed the
scars in His hands for the first time. It
is likely they had seen Him break bread
in the same manner at the feeding of
the multitudes and on other occasions.
Perhaps they had heard of His break-
ing bread with His apostles at their
Passover meal just days before.
Then Jesus vanished. In His heav-

enly, resurrected body, He related to
this physical world in a new and dif-
ferent way. No longer would He be
visibly with His disciples all the time,
traveling slowly on foot or by boat.
Over the next forty days He would
appear to them occasionally, coming
and going supernaturally.
The two disciples recalled the burn-

ing they had felt in their hearts as Je-
sus explained the Scriptures to them.
Believers today have a similar witness
in their hearts. The Holy Spirit within
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LESSON HEART
At times of grief or loss, look to Je-

sus to provide comfort and hope.
Even at the darkest and most difficult
times, be confident that God is work-
ing His purposes.
Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide

you into truth, just as Jesus illu-
mined the Scriptures for the disci-
ples on the Emmaus road. Seek a
closer walk with Jesus by gaining a
fuller knowledge of the Bible. It is
the witness to Himself that He hon-
ored and upheld.
The Christian life is to be lived in

community; so strengthen your rela-
tionships with fellow believers.
Comfort and support them in times
of sorrow, and share your joys as
well.

LESSON TEST
1. Besides the twelve apostles,
who were some of Jesus’ devot-
ed followers during His ministry
on earth?

2. Name one of the disciples Jesus
met on the road to Emmaus.
How did these disciples regard
Jesus at that time?

3. Who had delivered Jesus to be
put to death?

4. Before Jesus’ death, what had
these disciples hoped He might
do?

5. When did they eventually recog-
nize Jesus?

6. What do we learn from this les-
son about the importance of the
Old Testament Scriptures?
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them witnesses to the truth (Rom.
8:16). That is one way God confirms to
His children the truth of His Word. We
look to Him for understanding that our
natural minds cannot attain.
Notice that Jesus highly esteemed

what we today call the Old Testa-
ment. He upheld it as the witness to
Himself. We should not neglect these
Scriptures; rather, let us seek to
know them better. Otherwise, our
knowledge of Jesus is incomplete.
The two disciples returned to

Jerusalem that same evening. They
had good news that could not wait.
Imagine how different this return trip
was. No doubt they walked briskly—
or even ran—their pace quickened
by joy and excitement.
In the few hours they had been

away, things had changed among
the disciples at Jerusalem. Most of
them had not seen the risen Jesus,
but they were convinced. “The Lord
is risen indeed” (Luke 24:34). And
they reported that Jesus had ap-
peared to Simon (Peter). It was their
first encounter since Peter had de-
nied Jesus. The Bible does not de-
scribe that meeting, but we can be
sure it was a time of deep repentance
and forgiveness.
The disciples from Emmaus had

much to tell about their encounter
with Jesus. Soon He would appear
and present the same teaching to the
other assembled disciples.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—The Trial Before Pilate. Luke 23:13-25.
T.—The Crucifixion of Jesus. Luke 23:32-38.
W.—The Death of Jesus. Luke 23:44-49.
T.—The Burial of Jesus. Luke 23:50-56.
F.—The Messiah’s Suffering. Isa. 53:3-9.
S.—The Empty Tomb. Luke 24:1-12.
S.—The Lord Has Risen Indeed! Luke 24:13-21, 28-35.
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LUKE 24:36 And as they thus
spake, Je�sus himself stood in the
midst of them, and saith unto them,
Peace be unto you.
37 But they were terrified and

affrighted, and supposed that they
had seen a spirit.
38 And he said unto them, Why

are ye troubled? and why do
thoughts arise in your hearts?
39 Behold my hands and my

feet, that it is I myself: handle me,
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh
and bones, as ye see me have.
40 And when he had thus spoken,

he shewed them his hands and his
feet.
41 And while they yet believed

not for joy, and wondered, he said
unto them, Have ye here any
meat?
42 And they gave him a piece of a

broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.
43 And he took it, and did eat

before them.
44 And he said unto them, These

are the words which I spake unto
you, while I was yet with you, that all
things must be fulfilled, which were
written in the law of Mo�ses, and in
the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me.

45 Then opened he their under-
standing, that they might under-
stand the scriptures,
46 And said unto them, Thus it is

written, and thus it behoved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the dead the
third day:
47 And that repentance and re-

mission of sins should be
preached in his name among all
nations, beginning at Je-ru�sa-
lem.
48 And ye are witnesses of these

things.
49 And, behold, I send the

promise of my Father upon you:
but tarry ye in the city of Je-ru�sa-
lem, until ye be endued with pow-
er from on high.
50 And he led them out as far as

to Beth�a-ny, and he lifted up his
hands, and blessed them.
51 And it came to pass, while

he blessed them, he was parted
from them, and carried up into
heaven.
52 And they worshipped him, and

returned to Je-ru�sa-lem with great
joy:
53 And were continually in the

temple, praising and blessing God.
Amen.

LESSON 6 7 APRIL 2013
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LESSON STUDY
If you want to know Jesus, you must

know your Bible. He said, “The scrip-
tures; . . . testify of me” (John 5:39).
When the Old Testament prophets
wrote about the coming Saviour and
King, they were writing about Him.
After Jesus rose from the dead, He

appeared to His followers and taught
them, showing them that He is the
one whose coming they had awaited.
We too have a reliable witness to

the truth about Jesus. We have a
Bible, and we have the Holy Spirit,
who enables us to understand it.

BRINGING PEACE—
Luke 24:36-38
Imagine you were one of Jesus’

followers in Jerusalem when He was
crucified. You felt alarm and terror
the night He was arrested. You expe-
rienced the grief and horror of seeing
Jesus die on the cross.
You were dismayed when you

heard that His tomb was empty. You
stayed in hiding with the other disci-
ples, fearing that Jesus’ enemies
would come after you. You became
hopeful as you began to hear reports

from those who had seen Him alive.
The evening after Jesus rose from

the dead, His followers were hiding in
fear. Suddenly, in the closed room, Je-
sus appeared. In His new, heavenly
body He did not relate to the physical
world as before. From now on, He
would be with His followers only oc-
casionally, and He would come and go
supernaturally. Notice the emphasis. It
was Jesus Himself, not a ghost.
Jesus knows and understands

when our hearts are not at peace. He
greeted His disciples with words of
comfort: “Peace be unto you” (Luke
24:36).
Naturally they were startled by Je-

sus’ sudden appearance. They
thought they were seeing a ghost,
and they were afraid. He asked,
“Why are ye troubled?” (Luke 24:38).
There was a gentle rebuke in His
words. If they had understood their
Scriptures and the promises of Jesus
Himself, they would have expected
to see Him alive again.

PROVIDING PROOF—
Luke 24:39-43
When we are slow to learn, God is

understanding and patient with us.
Jesus dealt kindly with the confusion
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of His disciples and offered proof to
settle their doubts and fears.
First, He invited them to touch

Him. A ghost would not have a body
that could be touched and felt. Next,
He showed them His hands and feet.
Scars remained where spikes had
been driven through His flesh, nailing
Him to the cross.
The disciples were too filled with

joy and amazement to believe. So
Jesus offered another proof. He
asked for food; they gave Him a
piece of broiled fish and some hon-
eycomb, and He ate it.
During the next few weeks, Jesus

would show Himself alive “by many
infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3). This was
just one of those occasions.

EXPLAINING THE SCRIPTURES—
Luke 24:44-45
With the phrase “while I was yet with

you” (Luke 24:44), Jesus emphasized
that His presence with His followers
was now very different from before. It
is true that He is with us (Matt. 28:20),
and we ought to be mindful of His
presence every moment; but He is not
here in the same way that He was
present when He lived in a mortal
body. Soon He would ascend to heav-
en to continue His ministry at the right
hand of His Father. His disciples would
continue His ministry on earth without
His physical presence.
Jesus reminded His disciples of

things He had said in those earlier
times. His mission on earth was to
fulfill the Old Testament Scriptures.
He spoke to them of “the law of
Moses, and . . . the prophets, and . . .
the psalms” (Luke 24:44). The prom-
ise of the Saviour who would suffer
and enter into glory pervades all of
the sacred Scriptures of Israel.
Jesus opened their “understand-

ing, that they might understand the
scriptures” (Luke 24:45). When we
study the Scriptures, we must rely on
the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus sent, to
open our understanding.

ISSUING A MANDATE—Luke
24:46-49
“Thus it is written” (Luke 24:46), Je-

sus said. The Gospels tell us again and
again that He honored and upheld the
Old Testament Scriptures. “Thus it be-
hoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from
the dead the third day,” He continued.
His suffering was necessary to fulfill the
word God had given. God’s promises
are sure and cannot be broken. Christ’s
mission was to suffer and to rise from
the dead to enter into His glory.
Jesus directed His followers to

take His gospel into all the world. We
call this task the Great Commission.
It is recorded in each of the four
Gospels and in the book of Acts
(Matt. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Luke
24:46-48; John 20:21; Acts 1:8).
Here we have the facts of the Great

Commission. The message was to be
about “repentance and remission of
sins” (Luke 24:47). The messengers’
authority would be Christ Himself; they
would preach “in his name.” Their mis-
sion field would be “all nations, begin-
ning at Jerusalem.” Their message
was rooted in historical fact that they
could declare with certainty, for they
were “witnesses of these things” (vs.
48). Finally, it was to be carried out
“with power from on high” (vs. 49).
Jesus had told His disciples, “I will

pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, . . . even the Spir-
it of truth” (John 14:16-17). Now He
renewed that promise. They were to
wait in Jerusalem for the coming of
the Holy Spirit.
Jesus’ disciples might have
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rushed out to fulfill their task, but He
strictly told them to wait. They were
to await the coming of the Holy Spir-
it, whom Jesus would send “from the
Father” (John 15:26). God’s work is
to be carried out in His time and in the
power He provides.

ASCENDING TO HEAVEN—Luke
24:50-53
Most churches commemorate the

resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sun-
day. Do you know any Christians who
observe Ascension Day, which falls on
a Thursday forty days later? Whether
you celebrate that day or not, it is im-
portant to study and appreciate the
event that it commemorates.
While giving His followers a final

blessing, Jesus ascended to heaven
from somewhere near Bethany, east
of Jerusalem. He would no longer be
with them visibly. Two heavenly mes-
sengers appeared and renewed the
promise that He would return to earth
again (Acts 1:10-11).
When Jesus died, His followers

were filled with grief and fear. It was
very different when He ascended to
heaven! Now they were filled with joy
and awe. “They worshipped Him,
and returned to Jerusalem with great
joy” (Luke 24:52).
Jesus’ ascension has many bene-

fits for all His followers. His return to
His Father was necessary before the
Holy Spirit would come to indwell be-
lievers and empower the church
(John 7:39). He is preparing a place
in heaven, and He will come again to
gather His beloved ones to Himself
(14:2-3). Seated at His Father’s right
hand, He prays for us (Rom. 8:34;
Heb. 7:25).
In obedience to Jesus, the disci-

ples remained in Jerusalem and con-
tinued to worship God there.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Appearances of the Risen Lord. I Cor. 15:1-8.
T.—The Appearance to Mary Magdalene. John 20:11-18.
W.—The Appearance to Thomas. John 20:24-29.
T.—The Appearance to Seven Disciples. John 21:1-8.
F.—Breakfast with the Disciples. John 21:9-14.
S.—Simon Peter Called to Follow. John 21:15-19.
S.—You Are Witnesses of These Things. Luke 24:36-53.

LESSON HEART
Jesus wants you to have peace in

your heart. Learn to trust Him, mo-
ment by moment, with all your con-
flicts and fears.
Do not neglect to study the Old

Testament. Jesus emphasized its im-
portance; all Scripture is given to in-
struct us and equip us to serve Him
(II Tim. 3:16).
Every believer ought to be a witness

for Jesus in word and deed. Pray for
courage, for you may be mocked and
bullied because of your witness. Re-
member to pray for friends and family
members who need Jesus.

LESSON TEST
1. How did Jesus greet His disci-
ples after He rose from the
dead?

2. What should have made them
expect to see Jesus alive again?

3. In His heavenly, resurrected
body, how did Jesus relate to
this physical world differently?

4. What proof did Jesus give to
show that His presence was not
just a spirit or phantom?

5. What is the Great Commission?
Intermediate Bible Class 25
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ACTS 2:1 And when the day of
Pen�te-cost was fully come, they
were all with one accord in one
place.
2 And suddenly there came a

sound from heaven as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting.
3 And there appeared unto them

cloven tongues like as of fire, and it
sat upon each of them.
4 And they were all filled with

the Ho� ly Ghost, and began to
speak with other tongues, as the
Spir�it gave them utterance.
5 And there were dwelling at Je-

ru�sa-lem Jews, devout men, out of
every nation under heaven.
6 Now when this was noised

abroad, the multitude came to-
gether, and were confounded, be-
cause that every man heard them
speak in his own language.

7 And they were all amazed and
marvelled, saying one to another,
Behold, are not all these which speak
Gal-i-lae�ans?
8 And how hear we every man in

our own tongue, wherein we were
born?
9 Par�thi-ans, and Medes, and

E�lam-ites, and the dwellers in Mes-o-
po-ta�mi-a, and in Ju-dae�a, and Cap-
pa-do�ci-a, in Pon�tus, and A�sia,
10 Phryg�i-a, and Pam-phyl�i-a,

in E�gypt, and in the parts of Lib�y-
a about Cy-re�ne, and strangers of
Rome, Jews and proselytes,
11 Cretes and A-ra�bi-ans, we do

hear them speak in our tongues the
wonderful works of God.
12 And they were all amazed,

and were in doubt, saying one to
another, What meaneth this?
13 Others mocking said, These

men are full of new wine.
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LESSON STUDY
The Christian life is to be lived in

the power that God gives. We are
called to “be strong in the Lord, and
in the power of his might” (Eph. 6:10).
If He has given us a command, we
can be sure He will provide all that we
need in order to obey it.
Jesus had given His apostles a huge

task. They were to preach the gospel to
all nations. But He also promised great
power to perform the task. He told them
to wait in Jerusalem until they were “en-
dued with power from on high” (Luke
24:49). He promised them, “Ye shall re-
ceive power, after . . . the Holy Ghost is
come upon you” (Acts 1:8).

THE RIGHT TIME AND PLACE—
Acts 2:1
Exactly seven weeks after Jesus

rose from the dead and ten days after
He ascended to heaven, the men of
Israel were celebrating Pentecost in
Jerusalem. This was an important re-
ligious holiday. In the law God gave to
Moses, it is called the Feast of Weeks
(Lev. 23:15-21; Deut. 16:9-12).

Pentecost was one of three pilgrim-
age feasts in Israel; so Jerusalem was
filled with devout men who had trav-
eled far to observe the solemn event.
Many Israelites lived in scattered com-
munities far from the homeland. There
could be no better time to reach them
with the news of their Messiah than
during such a gathering at Jerusalem.
In obedience to Jesus, the twelve

apostles had remained in Jerusalem.
They spent their days in prayer and
worship at the temple (Luke 24:53;
Acts 1:14).
On the Day of Pentecost, they

were all together in one place—prob-
ably the “upper room” (Acts 1:13)
that served as their meeting place.
The apostles now included Matthias,

who had been chosen to take Judas’s
place. Like the other apostles, he had
been with Jesus throughout His min-
istry and was an eyewitness of the risen
Christ (Acts 1:15-26).

THE SPIRIT—Acts 2:2-4
The apostles eagerly awaited the

coming of the Holy Spirit. Jesus had
told them it would happen “not many
days hence” (Acts 1:5). They remem-
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Read: Acts 2:1-36
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bered the ministry of John the Bap-
tist, who had said of Jesus, “He shall
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and
with fire” (Luke 3:16).
The Holy Spirit came suddenly

with signs that could be heard and
seen. There was the sound of a vio-
lent wind, and something that ap-
peared like a flame divided and rest-
ed on each of the apostles.
Jesus said that the work of the Holy

Spirit is something like wind. The wind
blows wherever it will; we cannot con-
trol or direct it. Its sound is heard; yet
we do not know where it comes from
or where it is going (John 3:8). Like-
wise, the Holy Spirit works the will of
God—invisibly, mysteriously, and with
awesome power.
The coming of the Holy Spirit was

invisible, but its effect was very evi-
dent. The Spirit-filled apostles began
to speak languages they did not know.
Perhaps you have discovered that

learning a foreign language is a slow
and difficult task. Clearly, the apos-
tles’ ability to speak languages they
had never learned was a miracle.
In the Bible, miraculous events are

sometimes called “signs” (Acts
2:22). Jesus’ miracles were signs, in-
dicators of His divine authority. They
compelled the people to take notice
and proved that the power of God
was at work in Him.
Likewise, the miracle of languages

at Pentecost was a sign: it attracted
and awed many people and com-
pelled them to hear the apostles’ mes-
sage. It was the first miracle after Je-
sus ascended to heaven. There would
be many more in the days of the apos-
tles. This was a special, formative time
among the followers of Jesus, and
God worked in amazing ways.
Do you remember the story of the

Tower of Babel? At that time, God di-

vided and scattered rebellious peo-
ple by confusing their language
(Gen. 11:1-9). Now He would use a
miracle of language to gather and
draw to Himself repentant, seeking
souls from many lands.

THE MULTITUDE—Acts 2:5-11
Jerusalem was filled with Pente-

cost pilgrims from all provinces of the
Roman Empire. These were devout
men—reverent, careful to abide by
God’s laws, and attentive to religious
duties.
It was a puzzling surprise when each

man heard the apostles speaking of
God’s works in the language of his
home district. The amazed witnesses
asked, “Are not all these which speak
Galilaeans?” (Acts 2:7). Something
about the apostles’ language, manner,
or appearance marked them as men of
Galilee. How could they be fluent in
languages not spoken in Galilee?
The remarkable list of geographical

names shows that the people of Israel
were widely scattered at that time.
Parthia, Media, and Elam were far to
the east, in the territory of Persia (pre-
sent-day Iran). Mesopotamia is in
present-day Iraq. Judea is the Jewish
homeland in Palestine. Cappadocia,
Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia
were to the north, in Asia Minor (pre-
sent-day Turkey). Egypt and Libya are
in northeastern Africa. Crete is a Greek
isle in the Mediterranean Sea.
The crowd included both “Jews

and proselytes” (Acts 2:10)—that is,
men who had been born Jewish and
converts to Judaism. Even in the
days before Christ, non-Israelite
people were drawn to worship the
God of Israel. They were compelled
by the excellence of God’s law and
the truth of the Hebrew Scriptures.
These men heard the apostles
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speaking of “the wonderful works of
God” (Acts 2:11). It was not the gospel
of Christ, which the Apostle Peter
soon would present. There was noth-
ing new or strange about the mes-
sage. Perhaps the apostles were recit-
ing passages from the Psalms.
Think of the ways God had already

blessed mankind through the people
of Israel. God had given the Scrip-
tures and the Saviour through that
nation. Now, among the Jews and
using Jewish messengers, He would
establish His church.

SEEKERS AND SCOFFERS—
Acts 2:12-13
No one was converted to faith in

Jesus by hearing the apostles speak
in the language of his home district.
The Apostle Peter would preach his
great Pentecost Day sermon, with its
thorough presentation of the gospel,
later that day.
However, we can already see a di-

vision taking place. There were men
among the crowd whom God was
preparing to receive the message of
Jesus, the Messiah. They were puz-
zled by what they heard and saw, but
they were willing to learn more. They
asked, “What meaneth this?” (Acts
2:12). They had witnessed God’s mir-
acle, or sign, and they desired to
know the meaning of it.
Then there were the scoffers, with

their closed minds. They ridiculed
the apostles and accused them of
being drunk. They easily dismissed
the miracle they were witnessing.
There are those who refuse to be-

lieve God’s words, and you can expect
them to respond with scoffing. God
provides evidence of His work that
should compel their attention. But they
disregard it and mock His messengers.
Intermediate Bible Class 29

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—I Will Not Leave You Orphaned. John 14:18-24.
T.—Abide in Me. John 15:1-7.
W.—The Coming of the Advocate. John 16:1-11.
T.—Raised Up and Freed from Death. Acts 2:22-28.
F.—The Promise of the Spirit. Acts 2:14-21.
S.—The Promise Received. Acts 2:29-36.
S.—The Day of Pentecost. Acts 2:1-13.

LESSON HEART
If you want to see God make a dif-

ference in your life, follow the apostles’
example: Obey and pray. In the days
before Pentecost, they obeyed Jesus’
command to wait in the city of
Jerusalem (Luke 24:49), and they de-
voted themselves to prayer (Acts 1:14).
As you witness for Jesus, expect

to meet both scoffers and seekers.
Pray for wisdom as you speak to
those who are willing to hear. And
pray for the scoffers; God may turn
them into seekers at any time.

LESSON TEST
1. What important event was taking
place in Jerusalem seven weeks
after Jesus rose from the dead?

2. Who had promised that Jesus
would baptize with the Holy
Spirit and with fire?

3 What powerful sound and sight
accompanied the coming of the
Holy Spirit?

4. What surprised and amazed the
foreign visitors to Jerusalem?

5. How did the scoffers explain the
apostles’ amazing ability to
speak foreign languages?
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I THESS. 4:13 But I would not
have you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others
which have no hope.
14 For if we believe that Je�sus

died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Je�sus will God
bring with him.
15 For this we say unto you by the

word of the Lord, that we which are
alive and remain unto the coming of
the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep.
16 For the Lord himself shall de-

scend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first:
17 Then we which are alive and

remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord.
18 Wherefore comfort one an-

other with these words.

5:1 But of the times and the sea-
sons, brethren, ye have no need that
I write unto you.
2 For yourselves know perfect-

ly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night.

3 For when they shall say, Peace
and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child; and they shall not
escape.
4 But ye, brethren, are not in

darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief.
5 Ye are all the children of light,

and the children of the day: we
are not of the night, nor of dark-
ness.
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as

do others; but let us watch and be
sober.
7 For they that sleep sleep in the

night; and they that be drunken are
drunken in the night.
8 But let us, who are of the

day, be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love; and
for an helmet, the hope of salva-
tion.
9 For God hath not appointed us

to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Je�sus Christ,
10 Who died for us, that,

whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with him.
11 Wherefore comfort yourselves

together, and edify one another, even
as also ye do.

Scripture Lesson Text
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LESSON STUDY
Today, Thessaloniki is the second

largest city in Greece. In New Testa-
ment times, it was the second city in
Europe, after Philippi, to receive the
gospel of Christ on the second mis-
sionary journey of the Apostle Paul
(Acts 17:1-3).
We are studying a letter Paul wrote

to the Christians there. In this letter
he encouraged them to continue
their good progress in the Christian
life, and he provided some instruc-
tion they needed.

SOUND DOCTRINE GIVES
COMFORT—I Thess. 4:13-14
The apostle addressed the Thes-

salonian Christians as brethren. He
did not boast about his authority as
an apostle. He humbly regarded
these ordinary believers as equally
sons of God with himself.
Some Christians imagine that Paul

was a harsh man. Indeed, his words
were strong and severe when he was
rebuking grievous sin. But here we see
his tender, pastoral heart. He did not
want these believers to continue in sor-
row. A true servant of Christ will have a
heart of compassion for the ones he

serves, as Jesus did (Mark 6:34).
Sometimes Jesus’ followers are

perplexed by questions of Christian
doctrine. The Bible does not dis-
courage honest questioning. Whole-
some questioning drives us to seek
fuller knowledge of God’s truth. We
make progress in the Christian life as
we understand more and more.
The Lord Jesus, speaking through

His apostle Paul, said “I would not
have you to be ignorant, brethren”
(I Thess. 4:13). The strong, mature
Christian is a well-taught Christian
who seeks to know more.
The Thessalonians understood

that Jesus would return and gather
His loved ones to Himself. But what
of the ones who died before that
came to pass? The surviving saints
were sorrowful and perplexed as
they puzzled over this question.
Naturally, Christians grieve when a

loved one dies. God understands our
sorrow; Jesus wept at the grave of a
friend. But ours is not the despairing
grief of those who have no hope of
life after death. “Having no hope, and
without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12)
is the natural condition for all who are
“without Christ.”
Sleep lasts only for a time; sleep-

ers will awake. So it is fitting to think
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of those who have died trusting in
Christ as being asleep. They will
awake to life everlasting.
Jesus’ rising from the dead is the

guarantee of our resurrection (I Thess.
4:14). The Bible says He is the first-
fruits of the resurrection—not the final
harvest, but the promise of a great
harvest to come (I Cor. 15:20, 23).
When He comes to gather His be -

loved to Himself, Jesus will “bring
with him” (I Thess. 4:14) the saints
who sleep. Only He can make such a
promise. “All power . . . in heaven and
in earth” (Matt. 28:18), including pow-
er over death, belongs to Him. By ris-
ing from the dead, He demonstrated
to the world His power over death.

FOREVER WITH THE LORD—
I Thess. 4:15-18
At Jesus’ coming, believers who

remain alive will have no advantage
over those who have died; in fact,
“the dead in Christ shall rise first”
(I Thess. 4:16). The promise is that
they will be raised and will witness
the glory of His return.
Notice all the terms of union and

togetherness: “together,” “with
them,” “meet the Lord,” “with the
Lord” (I Thess. 4:17). Death is a cru-
el enemy that separates and tears
apart. We long to be united with our
loved ones and, most of all, with Je-
sus. Here is the promise of a union
that will never be separated: “So
shall we ever be with the Lord.”
“Comfort one another with these

words” (I Thess. 4:18). Bible doctrine
is not given to satisfy curiosity or to
encourage debate. It is to strengthen
us to live for God with joy.
Notice that we are not simply to

take comfort in these words but to
comfort one another. Our calling in
Christ is a calling into community.

The Christian life, rightly lived, is a life
of giving and receiving in fellowship
with other saints.

THE DAY OF THE LORD—
I Thess. 5:1-3
As to the timing of Jesus’ return,

the Thessalonians already had been
taught; they had basic knowledge
that the apostle could remind them
of. In the Christian life, such a foun-
dation of sound doctrine is essential
for our joy and growth in the Lord.
The Old Testament prophets had

prophesied of the Day of the Lord, a
future time when God will act in earth-
ly events as never before. It will be a
time of judgment upon the wicked, but
it also will bring a glorious era of peace
and blessing. After Jesus’ earthly min-
istry, the Day of the Lord came to be
identified with His second coming.
Christians in every age naturally

wonder when these things will come
to pass. The apostle reminded his
readers of what they already knew.
The Lord’s return will be sudden,
coming like “a thief in the night”
(I Thess. 5:2) and surprising those
who are not watchful and ready. And
it will be as inescapable as the pains
of childbirth (vs. 3).

CHILDREN OF LIGHT—
I Thess. 5:4-8
Next, a series of contrasts illus-

trates the difference between God’s
redeemed people and the people of
this world: light and darkness; day
and night; watchfulness and sleep;
sobriety and drunkenness.
Light symbolizes the holy life into

which we are called. Jesus brought
light into the world, and His beloved
come to the light—unlike the wicked,
who flee the light lest their evil deeds
be exposed (John 3:19-20). If we live
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in the light, the Day of the Lord will
not surprise us like a thief.
Being children of the day, we ought

to be watchful. Imagine living every
moment on the alert for Jesus’ re-
turn. That is the mental discipline we
should seek to develop. He taught
that His coming will be at an unex-
pected time and said, “Therefore be
ye also ready” (Matt. 24:44).
Living as children of light in this

dark world requires sober self-disci-
pline, not the self-indulgence that of-
ten leads to drunkenness. It calls for
protective armor—“the breastplate
of faith and love” and a “helmet, the
hope of salvation” (I Thess. 5:8), for
this world is hostile to the Christian’s
righteous way of life.

REMEMBER THE GOSPEL—
I Thess. 5:9-11
It is always good for a Christian to be

reminded why and how he is different
from the children of darkness. The
gospel is what makes us different. It has
given us a new destiny and a new
standing with God. We are not under
His wrath; rather, we have salvation
through the Lord Jesus Christ, who died
for us so that we may live with Him.
In a healthy community of believers,

the gospel is the basis for encourag-
ing and strengthening one another.
The Thessalonian Christians were al-
ready settled in that habit; the apostle
gently urged them to continue.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—The Hopeless Human Situation. Isa. 59:9-15.
T.—The Source of Hope. Isa. 59:15-21.
W.—Waiting in Hope. Ps. 38:9-15.
T.—Hoping Against Hope. Rom. 4:16-25.
F.—Seizing the Hope Set Before Us. Heb. 6:13-20.
S.—The God of Hope. Rom. 15:7-13.
S.—Encourage One Another with Hope. I Thess. 4:13—5:11.
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LESSON HEART
An understanding of Christian

doctrine will conquer many of your
sorrows and fears. So build your
thought life on the truths of God’s
Word.
Jesus will come again. Live in

readiness and hope. Christians are
called to a sober, watchful manner of
thinking and living. Therefore, expect
to be different from those who do not
claim Jesus as Saviour.
Keep in mind the hope of heaven

and everlasting life, and remind your
fellow Christians of these things.
God wills that we encourage one an-
other with these truths.
Do not grow weary or lazy in living

the obedient Christian life. Hold on to
the good habits you have developed,
and build upon them.

LESSON TEST
1. How did the Apostle Paul show
that he regarded ordinary Chris-
tians as equally sons of God with
himself?

2. What was the question that was
causing the Thessalonian be-
lievers to be sorrowful? How can
a lesson in doctrine overcome
fear and sorrow?

3. Why is it fitting to speak of those
who have died in faith as being
asleep?

4. What is the Day of the Lord?
5. Being children of God makes us
different. What pairs of opposite
terms in the Lesson Study show
that contrast?
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II THESS. 2:1 Now we beseech
you, brethren, by the coming of our
Lord Je�sus Christ, and by our gath-
ering together unto him,
2 That ye be not soon shaken in

mind, or be troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as
from us, as that the day of Christ is
at hand.
3 Let no man deceive you by any

means: for that day shall not come,
except there come a falling away
first, and that man of sin be revealed,
the son of perdition.

9 Even him, whose coming is
after the working of Sa�tan with all
power and signs and lying won-
ders,
10 And with all deceivableness of

unrighteousness in them that perish;
because they received not the love of
the truth, that they might be saved.
11 And for this cause God shall

send them strong delusion, that
they should believe a lie:

12 That they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had
pleasure in unrighteousness.
13 But we are bound to give

thanks alway to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, be-
cause God hath from the begin-
ning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the
Spir�it and belief of the truth:
14 Whereunto he called you by

our gospel, to the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Je�sus Christ.
15 Therefore, brethren, stand

fast, and hold the traditions which
ye have been taught, whether by
word, or our epistle.
16 Now our Lord Je�sus Christ

himself, and God, even our Father,
which hath loved us, and hath given
us everlasting consolation and good
hope through grace,
17 Comfort your hearts, and

stablish you in every good word
and work.

LESSON 9 28 APRIL 2013
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LESSON STUDY
The gospel of Christ is “the way of

truth” (II Pet. 2:2). The Bible also
warns about teachers of false doc-
trine who might mislead and confuse
us. In this lesson we are studying a
letter that was written to strengthen
Christians against such error.

BE NOT DECEIVED—
II Thess. 2:1-3a
These believers had been taught

that Jesus would come and gather
His beloved ones to Himself. This
promise ought to be the believer’s
comfort and joy, but false teachers
can turn it into a source of confusion.
The Apostle Paul wrote from pastoral
concern to settle the hearts of his
readers.
In the days of the apostles, when

the Bible was still being written, God
gave His word in various ways. There
were prophetic messages directly
from God, and there were the spoken
and written words of the apostles.
Paul warned against teachers who
would falsely claim to have received
truth by any of these means (II Thess.
2:2).

Let us thank God for the Bible, His
complete and all-sufficient Word.
Study it, meditate on it, and live by its
truths.

DECEPTION IS OF SATAN—
II Thess. 2:3b, 9-12
The best protection against false

doctrine is sound doctrine. The
apostle assured his readers that the
Day of the Lord could not possibly
have come, for certain things must
happen first (II Thess. 2:3). A great
“falling away,” or rebellion, must take
place, and the “man of sin” must be
made known.
Just as Jesus brought grace 

and truth (John 1:14, 17), so the
man of sin will bring wickedness
and deceit. He will manifest the
character of Satan, the father of
lies (8:44).
Note the sharp contrast (II Thess.

2:10). There are those who em-
brace wicked deceit, and they 
are perishing. There are those who
love the truth, and they are being
saved.
It is an act of God’s judgment

when He sends “strong delusion”
(II Thess. 2:11) upon the wicked so
that they may continue on the path
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Standing Firm in Hope
Lesson: II Thessalonians 2:1-3, 9-17

Read: II Thessalonians 2:1-17

TIME: A.D. 51 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, . . . 
comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work” (II Thessalonians
2:16-17).



F.—The Hope of Eternal Life. Titus 3:1-7.
S.—Kept Sound and Blameless. I Thess. 5:23-28.
S.—Eternal Comfort and Good Hope. II Thess. 2:1-3, 9-17.

LESSON HEART
Teachers of false doctrine can de-

ceive young people who are search-
ing and questioning. Therefore, apply
yourself diligently to knowing true
doctrine; it is the best defense
against error.
Expect to be different from those

who take pleasure in unrighteous-
ness. Be thankful for faithful teach-
ers and for the truth they have
taught you. Stand f i rm in that 
truth.
Enjoy the consolation of the Lord

Jesus in your heart. Rely on Him to
establish you in a life that is fruitful in
word and deed.

LESSON TEST
1. In the days of the apostles, how
was God’s word provided to the
people? What is our source
book of truth?

2. What two events must happen
before the Day of the Lord
comes (II Thess. 2:3)?

3. When the “man of sin” appears,
where will he get his power to do
signs and wonders?

4. Who is the father of lies?
5. On whom do we depend to give
us hope, comfort our hearts, and
establish us in good words and
deeds?
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to damnation. He no longer calls
them to the truth or convicts their
consciences.

LIVING IN TRUTH—II Thess. 2:13-15
Suddenly the language brightens

as the apostle shifts his attention to
his readers. The beauty of their lives
transformed by Christ made him give
thanks to God.
These were his Christian brothers

and sisters, in whom he delighted.
They were God’s beloved, chosen
“from the beginning” (II Thess. 2:13)
to share the glory of Christ.
With such a glorious standing and

destiny, there is a duty that follows.
“Therefore, . . . stand fast” (II Thess.
2:15). These saints were encouraged
to hold firm to sound doctrine, which
the apostles had delivered in person
and by letter.

A BLESSING—II Thess. 2:16-17
We can stand firm only in God’s

strength, not our own. It is “our Lord
Jesus Christ himself, and God, even
our Father” (II Thess. 2:16) in whom
we find strength. God will strengthen
all who wait on Him in faith (Ps.27:1;
Isa. 40:31; 41:10, Phil. 4:13).
Remember God’s love for you. He

knows the needs of our hearts, and
He abundantly provides “everlasting
consolation and good hope”
(II Thess. 2:16). Remember that you
are called to a fruitful life in work and
word, as God enables you.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—An Appointed Time. Ps. 75:1-10.
T.—The Day Is Coming. Mal. 4:1-6.
W.—No Good Thing Withheld. Ps. 84:1-12.
T.—My Help Comes from the Lord. Ps. 121:1-8.
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I PET. 1:3 Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Je�sus Christ,
which according to his abundant
mercy hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of
Je�sus Christ from the dead,
4 To an inheritance incorrupt-

ible, and undefiled, and that fadeth
not away, reserved in heaven for
you,
5 Who are kept by the power of

God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time.
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice,

though now for a season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations:
7 That the trial of your faith, being

much more precious than of gold
that perisheth, though it be tried with
fire, might be found unto praise and
honour and glory at the appearing of
Je�sus Christ:
8 Whom having not seen, ye

love; in whom, though now ye see

him not, yet believing, ye rejoice
with joy unspeakable and full of
glory:
9 Receiving the end of your faith,

even the salvation of your souls.
10 Of which salvation the

prophets have enquired and
searched diligently, who prophe-
sied of the grace that should come
unto you:
11 Searching what, or what man-

ner of time the Spir�it of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it tes-
tified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should fol-
low.
12 Unto whom it was revealed,

that not unto themselves, but unto
us they did minister the things,
which are now reported unto you
by them that have preached the
gospel unto you with the Ho�ly
Ghost sent down from heaven;
which things the angels desire to
look into.

LESSON 10 5 MAY 2013

Scripture Lesson Text



LESSON STUDY
The Apostle Peter wrote to Chris-

tians in the territory that is modern-
day Turkey. His letter teaches
Christ’s followers to raise their sights
from this evil world and to find com-
fort in the hope of their everlasting re-
ward in heaven.

OUR HOPE IS ALIVE—
I Pet. 1:3-5
The apostle began by praising

God (I Pet. 1:3), and then he remind-
ed his readers of the gospel. It is ac-
cording to God’s “abundant mercy”
that we stand in His favor. He has
“begotten us again” to new life. This
new birth is to a “lively hope,” a con-
fident expectation of abundant life to
come. And all of it is assured to us
“by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead.”
The Christian life is a hopeful, for-

ward-looking life. We are promised a
great and wonderful inheritance. In-
heritance is a privilege of member-
ship in a family. An inheritance of
earthly wealth can be wasted or
stolen or destroyed. How different is
the indestructible inheritance that is

“reserved in heaven” (I Pet. 1:4) for
God’s children!
Furthermore, God’s children are

kept by His power until their salva-
tion, in all its glory, is revealed. Peter
knew from experience the power of
God to keep His chosen ones from
falling. The apostle had become
frightened and denied Jesus three
times, but God did not forsake him.
Soon he was restored to the Lord’s
service.
God’s true children, though they

may stumble for a time, are held se-
curely in His hand until their salvation
is fully revealed “in the last time”
(I Pet. 1:5).
Here we see the past, present, and

future of our salvation. We have been
born again, we are being kept, and
we look forward to a glory that is yet
to be revealed.

OUR FAITH WILL ENDURE—
I Pet. 1:6-9
Confident that God will fulfill all

that He has promised, a Christian
can rejoice even while suffering.
The first readers of this letter were

enduring hardship as they strove to
do right in an unrighteous world. We
are reminded that our rejoicing is
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A Living Hope
Lesson: I Peter 1:3-12

Read: I Peter 1:1-12

TIME: A.D. 63 PLACE: from Babylon (possibly Rome)

GOLDEN TEXT—“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which accord-
ing to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead” (I Peter 1:3).



based on our salvation and heavenly
hope, not on our situation in this
world. Let us remember that our
hardships are only for a season, in
contrast to our everlasting inheri-
tance in heaven.
Gold is not destroyed by the refin-

er’s fire; rather, it is proved to be gen-
uine. Like the refiner’s fire, our hard-
ships have a purpose: they are trials
designed by God. Our faith in Him is
proved genuine by the fire of suffer-
ing. But, unlike gold, faith has eternal
value. Our tested and proven faith
will bring glory to God when Jesus
comes.
It is correct to emphasize faith in

Jesus. But let us remember that He
seeks not only our trust but also 
our love. Although His presence is
invisible, it is very real and pro-
duces joy that words cannot de-
scribe.
How shall we endure our tempo-

rary suffering in this world? We
should focus on the heavenly and
eternal outcome of our faith: the sal-
vation of our souls.

OUR SALVATION WAS
FORETOLD—I Pet. 1:10-12
The gospel of Jesus Christ did not

emerge as a brand-new message
when Jesus came. Throughout the
history of Israel, as the Holy Spirit in-
spired them, God’s prophets had
spoken and written of the grace that
was to come (II Pet. 1:21).
Jesus declared that the Old Testa-

ment Scriptures are a testimony of
Him (John 5:39). Centuries before He
was born, they spoke of His suffering
and the glory that would follow (Luke
18:31-33).
The prophets did not fully under-

stand the message that God was de-
livering through them. In light of the

New Testament Scriptures, we are
privileged to more fully understand
the prophets’ words.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—A Desperate Cry for Hope. Job 6:8-13.
T.—Days Without Hope. Job 7:1-6.
W.—Will Mortals Live Again? Job 14:7-17.
T.—My Times Are in Your Hands. Ps. 31:9-16.
F.—The Lord Preserves the Faithful. Ps. 31:19-24.
S.—Hope in God’s Faithfulness. Lam. 3:19-24.
S.—New Birth into a Living Hope. I Pet. 1:3-12.

LESSON HEART
Keep reminding yourself of the

wonderful inheritance that awaits
God’s children in heaven. Such
thoughts will help you rejoice even in
the most difficult times.
Do not expect your life to be free of

trouble. God has a purpose for the
trials that test your faith in Him.
Seek to love Jesus more fully. In or-

der to know Him better, study the
Bible. It is the witness that Jesus
Himself upheld.

LESSON TEST
1. How does the Christian’s heav-
enly inheritance differ from any
earthly inheritance?

2. How had the Apostle Peter ex-
perienced God’s power to keep
His children from falling away?

3. What do we mean when we say
the Scriptures were inspired by
God (cf. II Tim. 3:16)?
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II PET. 1:3 According as his divine
power hath given unto us all things
that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that
hath called us to glory and virtue:
4 Whereby are given unto us ex-

ceeding great and precious prom-
ises: that by these ye might be par-
takers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust.
5 And beside this, giving all dili-

gence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge;
6 And to knowledge temper-

ance; and to temperance pa-
tience; and to patience godliness;
7 And to godliness brotherly kind-

ness; and to brotherly kindness char-
ity.
8 For if these things be in you,

and abound, they make you that ye
shall neither be barren nor unfruit-
ful in the knowledge of our Lord
Je�sus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these things
is blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins.
10 Wherefore the rather,

brethren, give diligence to make
your calling and election sure: for
if ye do these things, ye shall nev-
er fall:
11 For so an entrance shall be

ministered unto you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Je�sus Christ.
12 Wherefore I will not be negli-

gent to put you always in remem-
brance of these things, though ye
know them, and be established in
the present truth.
13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as

I am in this tabernacle, to stir you up
by putting you in remembrance;
14 Knowing that shortly I must

put off this my tabernacle, even as
our Lord Je�sus Christ hath
shewed me.

Scripture Lesson Text

LESSON 11 12 MAY 2013



LESSON STUDY
Think about what it takes to excel

at a favorite activity—for example,
sports or music or art. Usually it re-
quires some equipment and plenty of
serious effort.
God equips His children with all

they need for living the Christian life.
It then is our duty to use what He has
given in disciplined, sober Christian
living.

GOD HAS EQUIPPED YOU—
II Pet. 1:3-4
Christians are called to a life of

“godliness” (II Pet. 1:3). That is a high
standard, but God has equipped us
“through the knowledge of him that
hath called us.” To know God is an
awesome privilege. As He enables
us we can, in a limited way, learn of
His power, mind, and ways.
When God calls us to Himself, He

intends that we will be “partakers
of the divine nature” (II Pet. 1:4).
God will develop in us some of the
glorious qualities that reside in
Him: holiness, justice, truth, faith-
fulness, wisdom, mercy, and good-
ness.

NOW DO YOUR PART—
II Pet. 1:5-7
God has provided “all things that

pertain unto life and godliness”
(II Pet. 1:3), and we ought to give “all
diligence” (vs. 5) to developing
Christian character. In other words,
we must apply ourselves.
“Faith” is listed first, and it is neces-

sary for all that follows. Biblical faith is
always centered on its object—the
God whose promises never fail.
“Virtue” is inward moral excel-

lence. “Knowledge” is gained as we
study and inquire to know God’s
mind and will. Mental laziness is not
allowed; we all should seek to have
minds well taught in God’s truth.
“Temperance” is self-discipline. It

means not giving in to laziness or ex-
cess enjoyment of pleasure. “Pa-
tience” is persevering long in the
Christian life, even when we are
strongly tempted to quit.
“Godliness” speaks of the inner,

Godward focus of our hearts that
ought to govern our thoughts, words,
and actions. “Brotherly kindness” is
showing mercy and generosity to-
ward fellow believers. Finally, “chari-
ty” is unselfish love that is seen in the
deeds it produces.
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Equipped for Godliness
Lesson: II Peter 1:3-14

Read: II Peter 1:1-21

TIME: about A.D. 64 PLACE: unknown

GOLDEN TEXT—“His divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life
and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue”
(II Peter 1:3).



KEEP MAKING PROGRESS—
II Pet. 1:8-11
Our growth in godliness should

never cease! Let us seek to have a
growing, lively, inner goodness that
is fruitful of good works.
Again we are reminded to “give

diligence” (II Pet. 1:10). God has pro-
vided the means for us to live the
Christian life; now we are to apply
ourselves with discipline.
Growth in Christian character, with

the good works that it produces, as-
sures us and confirms to others that
we are His. This is how we make our
“calling and election sure” (II Pet.
1:10).
Remember the goal: “entrance . . .

into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”
(II Pet. 1:11). The hope of heaven
should not prevent us from caring
about this world and its needs.
Rather, it gives us comfort and
strength as we fulfill our calling here
and now.

A PASTOR’S LAST COUNSEL—
II Pet. 1:12-14
Peter had been commissioned by

Jesus to tend His followers, and he
was faithful in the task. He wrote this
letter to stir up his readers regarding
things already stored in their memo-
ries.
Having a rich store of God’s truth

in our memories is important in the
Christian life. Let us also listen to
teachers, parents, and friends who
will stir up these truths in our hearts.
Peter referred to his physical body

as a mere tent. Your earthly body is a
temporary dwelling, a tabernacle.
Take care of it, for it is God’s gift.
Make the most of your days while
you dwell in this body, for this life will
come to an end.
42

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Full of Goodness and Knowledge. Rom. 15:14-21.
T.—The Beginning of Knowledge. Prov. 1:2-7.
W.—An Example in Self-control. Titus 1:5-9.
T.—Enduring to the End. Matt. 24:9-14.
F.—A Life of Godliness and Dignity. I Tim. 2:1-7.
S.—Love for One Another. I Pet. 3:8-12.
S.—Standing on God’s Precious Promises. II Pet. 1:3-14.

LESSON HEART
Think of one or two steps you

might take to grow in godly charac-
ter. If it is not already your habit, try
beginning each day with prayer.
Commit the new day to the Lord, and
ask for His guidance.
Carefully consider your enter-

tainments. Do they encourage
virtue? Do they occupy too much of
your time? Think about your rela-
tionships with your peers. Is there a
lonely or needy classmate to whom
you can show some brotherly kind-
ness?

LESSON TEST
1. By what power are we equipped
for a life of godliness?

2. Choose three character qualities
from II Peter 1:5-7, and define
each one in simple terms.

3. What past event should we nev-
er forget? What future hope
should we always keep in mind
(vss. 9, 11)?

4. What word picture did Peter use
to express the shortness of life?
What did he resolve to do in his
final days (vss. 13-14)?
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I PET. 4:1 Forasmuch then as
Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh,
arm yourselves likewise with the
same mind: for he that hath suffered
in the flesh hath ceased from sin;
2 That he no longer should live

the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God.
3 For the time past of our life may

suffice us to have wrought the will of
the Gen�tiles, when we walked in las-
civiousness, lusts, excess of wine,
revellings, banquetings, and abom-
inable idolatries:
4 Wherein they think it strange

that ye run not with them to the
same excess of riot, speaking evil
of you:
5 Who shall give account to him

that is ready to judge the quick and
the dead.
6 For for this cause was the

gospel preached also to them that
are dead, that they might be

judged according to men in the
flesh, but live according to God in
the spirit.
7 But the end of all things is at

hand: be ye therefore sober, and
watch unto prayer.
8 And above all things have fer-

vent charity among yourselves: for
charity shall cover the multitude of
sins.
9 Use hospitality one to another

without grudging.
10 As every man hath received

the gift, even so minister the same
one to another, as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God.
11 If any man speak, let him speak

as the oracles of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability
which God giveth: that God in all
things may be glorified through
Je�sus Christ, to whom be praise
and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen.

Scripture Lesson Text

LESSON 12 19 MAY 2013



LESSON STUDY
A steward is a manager of a

house hold. The master’s property is
entrusted to him, and he is expected
to administer it wisely in accordance
with the master’s wishes.
Amazingly, every Christian is a

steward of the grace of God. He has
entrusted to each one a gift to use in
the service of others.

FORSAKING SIN—
I Pet. 4:1-6
The Apostle Peter had been dis-

cussing the suffering of Jesus
Christ, who “once suffered for sins,
. . . that he might bring us to God”
(I Pet. 3:18). Jesus’ suffering pro-
vides the attitude we should adopt.
Since we are identified with Him and
He has dealt with sin once and for
all, we too ought to be finished with
sin.
We are instructed to arm ourselves

with this attitude. We must train and
discipline our inner selves, for the
fruit of our lives issues from within.
No matter what a Christian’s past

life has been, God teaches him to fo-
cus on “the rest of his time” (I Pet.
4:2). Life is always from now on.

What will you live for in your remain-
ing days on earth? There are just two
ways: “the lusts of men” (selfish hu-
man desires) and “the will of God”
(vs. 2).
We might paraphrase the apostle’s

words this way: Enough of the past
wickedness! The list that follows
(I Pet. 4:3) names the corrupt habits
that God’s children must leave be-
hind them.
Those who live degenerate lives

“think it strange” (I Pet. 4:4) when
someone forsakes their way of life
to embrace righteousness, and
they speak abusively of such a per-
son. They will someday “give ac-
count” (vs. 5) to God, the righteous
Judge. It is good for God’s people
to remember that Judgment Day is
coming. It assures us that all our ef-
forts at righteousness are not in
vain and that the wrongs we suffer
will be judged.

EMBRACING SERVANTHOOD—
I Pet. 4:7-11
“The end of all things is at hand”

(I Pet. 4:7). When we say the Lord’s
return is imminent, we simply mean
it could occur at any time. That is
what the apostles taught, and
Christians have lived with that ex-
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Serving One Another
Lesson: I Peter 4:1-11

Read: I Peter 4:1-19

TIME: A.D. 63 PLACE: from Babylon (possibly Rome)

GOLDEN TEXT—“As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (I Peter 4:10).



pectation for nearly two thousand
years.
Here are three essentials of the

Christian life to remember as we
await Jesus’ return. Be sober-mind-
ed, for it is a serious matter to stand
at the threshold of eternity. Be
watchful, for being on the alert for the
Lord’s return will keep us faithful to
His commands. Be prayerful, for He
accomplishes His will through the
prayers of His people.
“Charity” (I Pet. 4:8) is unselfish

love, and “hospitality” (vs. 9) is the
performance of charity. Notice that
your attitude matters! When you
serve others, it should be “without
grudging.” In other words, there
should be no resentment or grum-
bling. Even when it is costly or in-
convenient, let it be a joy to help a
brother or sister in need.
There is a duty to show love to the

saints that binds every Christian, and
there is a duty that is unique to each
individual. Within God’s family, “there
are diversities of gifts” (I Cor. 12:4).
When God gives a gift, a duty always
comes with it. We are gifted so that
we may “minister . . . one to another”
(I Pet. 4:10). In this way we are stew-
ards of God’s grace.
When we use our gifts, let us re-

member that the Christian life is pur-
pose oriented: “that God in all things
may be glorified through Jesus
Christ” (I Pet. 4:11).

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Trust God to Provide. Luke 12:22-28.
T.—The Unfailing Treasure. Luke 12:29-34.
W.—Be Alert and Ready. Luke 12:35-40.
T.—The Thoughtful and Prudent Manager. Luke 12:41-48.
F.—The Perfect Gift from Above. Jas. 1:12-18.
S.—Faithful in Little and Much. Luke 16:10-13.
S.—Good Stewards of God’s Grace. I Pet. 4:1-11.
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LESSON HEART
Your mental habits are important.

Seek to develop a thought life that is
finished with sin and looking forward
to Jesus’ return.
Prepare to be different from the

sinners around you, who may turn
hostile and abusive. Do not be-
come self-righteous; rather, pray
for those who mistreat you (Matt.
5:44).
Work at developing sober, disci-

plined, and prayerful habits of living.
Pray for a generous, loving attitude
that will enable you to serve others
joyfully.
Do not think your role in the church

is unimportant just because you are
young. Your presence and participa-
tion are a tremendous encourage-
ment to the older saints.

LESSON TEST
1. How does Jesus’ once-for-all
suffering for sin define the atti-
tude toward sin that we should
adopt?

2. Why is it necessary to train and
discipline our inner selves?

3. How should we resolve to live
during the rest of our time in this
earthly body (I Pet. 4:2)?

4. If we anticipate Jesus’ return at
any time, how should that af-
fect our attitude and actions
(vs. 7)?

5. As Christians, what is our duty
to one another? How is each
Christian’s duty unique (vss. 8-
10)?
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II PET. 3:3 Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own
lusts,
4 And saying, Where is the

promise of his coming? for since
the fathers fell asleep, all things
continue as they were from the be-
ginning of the creation.
5 For this they willingly are igno-

rant of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth
standing out of the water and in the
water:
6 Whereby the world that then

was, being overflowed with water,
perished:
7 But the heavens and the earth,

which are now, by the same word are
kept in store, reserved unto fire
against the day of judgment and
perdition of ungodly men.
8 But, beloved, be not ignorant

of this one thing, that one day is
with the Lord as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day.
9 The Lord is not slack concern-

ing his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to us-
ward, not willing that any should per-

ish, but that all should come to re-
pentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will

come as a thief in the night; in the
which the heavens shall pass
away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent
heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up.
11 Seeing then that all these

things shall be dissolved, what man-
ner of persons ought ye to be in all
holy conversation and godliness,
12 Looking for and hasting unto

the coming of the day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire
shall be dissolved, and the ele-
ments shall melt with fervent
heat?
13 Nevertheless we, according to

his promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness.
14 Wherefore, beloved, seeing

that ye look for such things, be dili-
gent that ye may be found of him
in peace, without spot, and blame-
less.
15a And account that the longsuf-

fering of our Lord is salvation.
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LESSON STUDY
For nearly twenty centuries, Jesus’

followers have looked expectantly
for His return. Through His servant
Peter, God tells us how to keep this
hope alive when Jesus’ coming is
long delayed and when scoffers
ridicule the promise of His return.

IGNORANT SCOFFERS—
II Pet. 3:3-7
The New Testament writers were

mindful that they lived in “the last
days” (II Pet. 3:3). It was not the end
of history, but it was the era before the
final events. The next thing they an-
ticipated was Jesus’ return to earth.
One sign of that final age is the

presence of scoffers who mock God’s
words and live morally degraded
lives, “walking after their own lusts”
(II Pet. 3:3). They ridicule the notion
that Jesus will return as the reigning
King and Judge of the earth. In their
eyes, the world continues as it always
has since its beginning (vs. 4).
Such mockers are “willingly . . . ig-

norant” (II Pet. 3:5). This is the willful
ignorance of the unrighteous who
will not come to terms with the

knowledge of God that dwells deep
in their hearts, for then they would
have to submit in obedience to Him.
They deny that God created the

world of nature. The Bible teaches
that “the worlds were framed by the
word of God” (Heb. 11:3). He spoke,
“and it was done” (Ps. 33:9).
Just as surely as God sent the

Flood of Noah’s day, so we can be
sure He will intervene again at Judg-
ment Day, the day of destruction of
the ungodly (II Pet. 3:6-7).

EXPECTANT SAINTS—II Pet. 3:8-10
The apostle urged his readers not

to live in ignorance. We must be dili-
gent to receive and apply sound
teaching of biblical truth. One thing
we must understand is that God’s
perspective on the passing of time is
not like ours. We humans live for per-
haps eighty years, while God sees all
of eternity.
As we wait for Jesus’ promised re-

turn, we should not think that God is
slow to keep His promise. Rather, we
should see this as a sign of His pa-
tience. Jesus’ coming is delayed so
that the day of salvation may be pro-
longed and more souls may turn to
Him and be saved.
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The Hope of His Coming
Lesson: II Peter 3:3-15a

Read: II Peter 3:1-18

TIME: about A.D. 64 PLACE: unknown

GOLDEN TEXT—“The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (II Peter 3:9).



The Day of the Lord will come like
“a thief in the night” (II Pet. 3:10); that
is, it will surprise all who are unpre-
pared for it. This destruction of the
earth by fire will follow Jesus’ return
and His glorious reign of peace.

LIVING IN EXPECTATION—
II Pet. 3:11-15a
Beliefs lead to behavior, and here

doctrinal teaching is followed by in-
struction for living.
Knowing about God’s plan for the

future requires us to consider “what
manner of persons” (II Pet. 3:11) we
ought to be. Our lives should be
marked by holy conduct and godli-
ness; that is, we should live like peo-
ple who are anticipating Judgment
Day. (In earlier times “conversation”
meant conduct or behavior. That is
how it should be understood here.)
Let us be “looking for and hasting

unto the coming of the day of God”
(II Pet. 3:12). Through our prayers,
our obedience, and our faithful wit-
ness of the gospel, God is accom-
plishing what He has purposed to
complete before the end.
God’s plan for the ages does not end

in doom. He teaches us to “look for
new heavens and a new earth” (II Pet.
3:13) where righteousness will prevail.
The expectation of heaven should
comfort us and sharpen our desire to
“be found of him in peace, without
spot, and blameless” (vs. 14). This is
the moral excellence that ought to be
the goal and desire of every Christian.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—Distressing Times Will Come. II Tim. 3:1-9.
T.—Warnings for False Prophets. Jer. 23:23-32.
W.—Warnings for Rich Oppressors. Jas. 5:1-6.

T.—Return to the Lord. Hos. 14:1-7.
F.—Teaching the Ways of God. Mic. 4:1-5.
S.—I Will Come Again. John 14:1-7.
S.—The Promise of the Lord’s Coming. II Pet. 3:3-15.

LESSON HEART
Expect to meet some scoffers! Do

not become angered by those who
ridicule what you believe. Rather, pray
for them. Be ready to speak humbly
and plainly to anyone who is earnest-
ly seeking the truth (I Pet. 3:15).
Do not doubt or become impatient

as you wait for the Lord’s return. Re-
joice that the day of salvation is pro-
longed. Work to develop a disci-
plined, holy lifestyle that befits one
who is looking forward to and pre par-
ing for His coming.

LESSON TEST
1. If someone has a mocking atti-
tude toward God’s words, what
lifestyle often follows?

2. Why do some people willfully
continue in ignorance of God’s
truth?

3. How is God’s perspective on the
passing of time different from
ours?

4. How is God’s patience demon-
strated by the long delay of Je-
sus’ return?

5. As we watch and wait for the
Lord’s return, what kind of char-
acter and behavior should we
strive for?

6. How can our actions help to ac-
complish what God has purposed
to complete before the end?
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