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God will bless those who stay faithful even in the fire, and
it is in those times we see that He walks through the fire
with us. He never leaves us alone.

January 21, 2018—Read Daniel 9:19. Sometimes it is
hard to talk to God when we know we have sinned. How-
ever, Scripture teaches that God is faithful to forgive those
who repent and trust Him for forgiveness. God hears
those who call on Him and will forgive everyone who
trusts in Him. God has saved us by His great name and
will move in the lives of those who ask Him.

January 28, 2018—Read Daniel 10:19. You may think
that coming into God’s presence is a frightening thing, but
God wants you to know that He loves you. Those who live
in line with Jesus’ calling enjoy peace and strength when
they come into the presence of God. God welcomes us
because He loves us, not because we have to perform to
a certain level of satisfaction to earn His love.

February 4, 2018—Read James 2:26.God’s Word is clear
that saving faith is changing faith. It is simply not possible to
please God and live like the devil. James compares faith that
is not accompanied by good works with a body that has no
spirit. A dynamic Christian life is one in which faith has not
only saved the person but has changed him as well. God will
never be pleased by a dead faith.

February 11, 2018—Read James 3:8. Controlling our
tongues is difficult for virtually everyone, and Christians are
no exception to this. In fact, apart from faith in the Lord, it
is impossible to do so. Our speech has the capability of
tearing down people’s lives, careers, marriages, and fam-
ilies. Does your speech reflect a heart that is wicked to the
core—or the heart of God who loves all people?

February 18, 2018—Read Acts 9:40. Every believer
has something in common with Tabitha: death. Maybe not
yet in the physical sense, but we certainly were dead spir-
itually. We were dead in our sins until God in His grace
came and raised us out of our spiritually dead state and
gave us eternal life. When we could not reach out to God,
God reached out to us and gave us life.

February 25, 2018—Read I Timothy 6:12. As it has
been stated, there is nothing easy about being a Chris-
tian. A dynamic Christian life is more like a fight than a par-
ty. Those who persevere in Christ will come out victorious
because Christ empowers us to win. Are you ready to roll
up your sleeves and fight in the name of Jesus? H

December 3, 2017—Read Acts 3:19. Repentance can
be a painful thing to do because it requires us to admit we
are wrong. However, freedom, forgiveness, and blessing
come to those who truly repent and walk away from their
sinful lives. Are you walking with Christ, or do you have
unconfessed sin in your life?

December 10, 2017—Read Acts 13:12. The power of
God should absolutely overwhelm those who love the
Lord and are faithfully serving Him. God’s power at work
through the lives of His people will be noticeable to those
who live around us. God wants people not only to hear
His Word but also to witness His power. Is God’s power
evident in your life?

December 17, 2017—Read Acts 14:22. The Bible nev-
er teaches that living the Christian life will be easy. In a
world that is hostile to God and His people, persecution
is sure to come. As a matter of fact, there is no way to
completely avoid the enemy’s opposition to our faith. Be
of good cheer, though, because Jesus has overcome the
world that opposes us (John 16:33).

December 24, 2017—Read Matthew 2:11. As we cel-
ebrate the Christmas season, gifts are sure to be ex-
changed. What gifts are you bringing to Jesus? We often
offer Him our talents and abilities and seek to serve Him
in ministry. Out of all the gifts you may try to give Him,
however, what He really wants is you.

December 31, 2017—Read Ephesians 4:1-3. God has
not only called us to serve Him and walk with Him, He also
wants us to do this with an attitude of submission to Him
and respect for others. Pride has no place in the body of
Christ, and we are called to serve together in unity and
peace. The work of the church is a family affair, not an in-
dividual effort.

January 7, 2018—Read Daniel 1:8. The church needs
to be made up of people who have made up their minds
to serve Christ no matter what hardships they face. Daniel
lived a dynamic life for God because even before trouble
surfaced, he had made up his mind that he would serve
Him. Have you resolved in your heart that you will serve
God even in the face of temptation?

January 14, 2018—Read Daniel 3:28. Being faithful to
God is not always popular and may even put you at odds
with other people. God calls us to trust Him even when
we face the fire of persecution, temptation, or hard times.
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Christmas in John’s Gospel

BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET

FOR many people, Christmas is their
favorite holiday of the year. It is a

time to enjoy blessings with family, an
opportunity to participate in special
events, and a time to share gifts of
love. In contrast, it can be a hectic,
stressful time of trying to find just the
right gift for someone. For others, it
may be merely an occasion to visit col-
orful light displays.

How does the Gospel of John fit into
this picture? John does not present
any narrative of Christ’s birth. He
does, however, set forth a marvelous
display of theology that undergirds the
Christmas event.

WHEN CHRISTMAS BEGAN
Matthew traces the genealogy of

Jesus back to Abraham (1:1), while
Luke goes back to Adam (and God)
(3:38). Both Gospels, however, center
on the events of Christ’s conception in
Nazareth and His birth in Bethlehem.
In them we see Joseph, Mary, angels,
shepherds, a manger, Herod the
Great, and wise men. John, however,
views Jesus’ incarnation from a dif-
ferent perspective.

GOD’S SON IS REVEALED
John began by making certain his

readers were challenged to believe in
who God’s Son really is. 
He is revealed as Deity (John 1:1-2).

John takes us all the way back. His
opening phrase, “in the beginning,”
immediately recalls the Creation ac-
count of Genesis 1. We are transport-
ed back to where the Christmas story
has its ultimate source. The Lord Je-
sus, whom John introduced, is eter-
nal, and the Christmas story starts be-
fore the creation of earth—before the
forming of Adam and Eve. Christmas
was in God’s ultimate plan from eter-
nity past. Both Bethlehem and Calvary
were in the mind of God from the be-
ginning.

The deity of God’s Son is seen next
because He is “the Word.” The Greek
term logos is used in this text. The
Septuagint demonstrates that Jews in
New Testament times viewed the term
“word” in specific ways. God used the
“word” in Creation: “By the word [lo-
gos] of the Lord were the heavens
made” (Ps. 33:6). God also used the

“word” in revealing Himself: “Then the
word [logos] of the Lord came unto
me” (Jer. 1:4). 

In addition, Jews used the term
“word” to refer to God. By New Tes-
tament times most Jews did not
speak Hebrew but rather Aramaic
(many of those outside Israel spoke
Greek). In the synagogues, however,
Scripture was still read in Hebrew. So
that the people could understand, a
running translation (called a Targum)
was made into the common lan-
guage. A Targum of Exodus 19:17 il-
lustrates how they perceived the term
“word.” The verse reads: “And Moses
brought forth the people out of the
camp to meet with God.” The Tar-
gum, however, “reads ‘to meet the
Word of God’ . . . [and] in the Targum
of Jonathan alone the expression is
used in this way about 320 times”
(Morris, The Gospel According to
John, Eerdmans). To the Jews, the
“Word” was divine, involved in both
creation and revelation.

The Greeks also understood the
term logos in several ways. It was
used to convey the idea of wisdom,
that which guided a person to correct
living. In Greek philosophy, it was
used of the word that was “in” a per-
son, referring to thought and reason.
It could also be used of an expressed

ANGELS We Have Heard on High”
is a classic Christmas carol that

celebrates the birth of Christ. Its lyrics
hark back to the story of Christ’s na-
tivity found in Luke 2. The origin of the
carol is unknown, but there is some in-
teresting historical—and perhaps
some legendary—information about
this beloved song. Christians can gain
an important application from the car-
ol’s story and lyrics. 

The beautiful carol tells the story of
angels from heaven declaring to lowly
shepherds on the hillsides around the
city of Bethlehem that Christ the Sav-
iour was born. The shepherds respond
with great joy and, inspired by the an-

gels’ song, they go to Bethlehem to see
the newborn King. They see the Baby in
the manger and bow down in worship. 

The angels, shepherds, and Mary and
Joseph are called on to sing praises of
the Saviour’s birth. Their joyous strain
was “Gloria, in excelsis Deo!” or in Eng-
lish, “Glory to God in the highest!”

The carol may have originated in
medieval France. According to French
legend, on Christmas Eve, shepherds
out on the hillsides of southern France
would call out to each other the words
“gloria, in excelsis Deo!” They spread
the joyous Christmas message from
hillside to hillside, praising God for His
wondrous gift to all mankind. 

From the Editor’s Desk

“Gloria, in Excelsis Deo!”

BY DON RUFF

Historians who have researched
the hymn’s background state that
“Angels We Have Heard on High” was
first published in French as “Les
Anges dans Nos Campagnes” (“The
Angels in Our Countryside”) in the
mid-nineteenth century. It is also be-
lieved that the roots of the origin of
the carol date back to A.D. 129 from a
hymn called “The Angels’ Hymn,”
considered to be one of the earliest
Christmas hymns. 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
was first published in a French hym-
nal in 1855 and translated into Eng-
lish in 1862. In 1916, the version that
we use today was published in Car-
ols Old and Carols New.

This Christmas, let us proclaim
from city to city, street to street,
home to home, hillside to hillside, the
joyous message that Jesus Christ is
Saviour and Lord. Share with others
that God became flesh to take away
the sins of the world. All believers can
sing, “Gloria, in excelsis Deo!” H
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were evil” (3:19). Because of that, they
reject the light.

God’s Son was also rejected, even
though witnessed to by John the Bap-
tist (John 1:6-8). God commissioned
John the Baptist, and he bore witness
to God’s light in Christ so that “all men
through him might believe.” People
can confidently believe in Christ since
He was the “true Light” (vs. 9). The
word “true” has the sense of genuine,
or authentic. It puts the focus on that
which is totally clear, without any shad-
ow. All could have believed in Christ,
and all still can, because He came to
bring God’s saving light to “every man
that cometh into the world.” 

God’s Son was rejected even
though He was present with them
(John 1:10). John wrote that Jesus
was in the world. He was continually in
the world over thirty years. He was in
the very world He made. Those in that
world, however, “knew him not.” The
Greek verb translated “knew” speaks
of more than mere intellectual appre-
hension. It stresses knowing by expe-
rience so that a relationship is estab-
lished. The world’s people certainly
had mental knowledge of God’s Son,
but they rejected Him anyway. They
had no true relationship with Him.
Even today many people know about
Jesus and Bethlehem but have no
genuine relationship with Him.

God’s Son was rejected even
though He came to His people (John
1:11). The Greek text has two distinct
emphases in the repeated words “his
own.” Jesus came unto “his own”—
His own home, His own things, the
land of Israel, and all that He made and

that was created in the beginning.
This verse stresses that God and the
Word share life, a fact which John re-
iterates in 5:26, “For as the Father
hath life in himself; so hath he given
to the Son to have life in himself.”
This life, however, is more than just
physical. Jesus offers eternal life in
John 3:15-16. John had already de-
veloped this thought in 1:4, saying
that “the life was the light of men.”
Since Jesus is the source of life, He
is also the light, which stands as an
emblem of God (cf. Isa. 9:2). John’s
words in chapter 1 are reinforced by
Jesus, asserting that He is “the light
of the world” (8:12; 9:5) and “the life”
(11:25; 14:6).

Christmas, therefore, began in the
plan of God before Creation. In that
plan, God’s divine Son came as the
Word (logos) to bring eternal life to all
who receive the light. The child in
Mary’s womb was the eternal Word.

WHERE CHRISTMAS SHOULD
FOCUS

John set forth two contrasting re-
sponses to the Word, which are still
evident in Christmas celebrations to-
day. 
The wrong focus (John 1:5-11).

God’s Son was, and continues to be,
rejected by many, even at Christmas.
He was rejected even though He is the
light. He continually “shineth” in dark-
ness. The Greek verb tense points to
the timeless or ongoing nature of this
shining. Light has invaded the king-
dom of darkness, of Satan and sin, but
the darkness “comprehended it not.”
Jesus said that “men loved darkness
rather than light, because their deeds

thought, that is, speech. Beyond
that, Greeks occasionally used it of
“the principle the gods used to bring
order to a chaotic universe” (“Christ-
mas,” www.word-sunday.com). In all
these Greek uses, the logos is im-
personal.

John 1:1 gives logos a deeper,
fuller meaning than was known by ei-
ther the Jews or the Greeks. The de-
ity of God’s Son is clearly expressed
in the logos, making the logos per-
sonal and fully God. John then ex-
panded this idea: “and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.”
The term translated “with” can also
be rendered “face-to-face with,”
stressing intimacy. The Word is inti-
mately associated with God. Why
that is true is expressed by the
clause “the Word was God.” Al-
though a few religious teachers as-
sert that this means “the Word was a
god,” the Greek text will not allow
such a rendering. The text declares
that the Word has all the same qual-
ities and characteristics that God
Himself has. The Word, therefore, is
in every respect God.
He is revealed as Creator (John 1:3).

The logos, God’s Son, made “all
things.” Scripture informs us that the
Father is the source of creation, “of
whom are all things,” and the Son is
the agent of creation, “by whom are all
things” (I Cor. 8:6). The logos came to
reveal the Father (John 1:14, 18). Cre-
ation also reveals Him (Ps. 19:1-6;
Rom. 1:19-20).

John 1:3 declares from the positive
standpoint that by the logos all things
“were made,” pointing out that the to-
tality of creation came into being
through the logos. The statement is
then reinforced from the negative per-
spective that “without him was not
any thing made,” stressing its contin-
uing existence. The logos, therefore,
is the one who created and who sus-
tains all that was made. The Apostle
Paul maintains this same emphasis,
writing about Christ: “For by him were
all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and in-
visible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or pow-
ers: all things were created by him,
and for him: and he is before all
things, and by him all things consist”
(Col. 1:16-17).
He is revealed as life (John 1:4). All

life centers in the Word, the logos,
God’s Son. He is the source of all life (Continued on page 29)

IN
THE BEGINNING 
WAS THE WORD
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IRECALL the early days of the revival
that swept through my home area

many years ago. I can see in my mind
the memory of a large group of young
people gathered in a backyard fer-
vently singing of new life in Christ. As
I recall the scene some forty years lat-
er, I remember the presence of the
Lord in those meetings. I can also re-
member the little chorus we sang:
“New life in Christ abundant and
free! /What glories shine, what joys are
mine, / What wondrous blessings I
see! /My past with its sin, the search-
ing and strife, /Forever gone—there’s
a bright new dawn! / For in Christ I
have found new life” (Peterson). 

As we contemplate the beginning of
a new year, it is tempting to think of the
usual New Year’s resolutions: lose
weight, eat better, work harder or take
more time off, spend time with family,
go back to school, and so on. Yet we
must recognize that no greater change
can come to our lives than when we re-
ceive new life in Christ. Second
Corinthians 5:17 says, “Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new.” The greatest
resolution we could ever make is to fol-
low the powerful injunction of this
verse. What does it mean to experience
and live out new life in Christ?
The context. In the fifth chapter of

II Corinthians, the Apostle Paul laid out

a vision. He was envisioning the
saints’ hope and expectation of heav-
enly glory. In verses 1-10, he focused
on the heavenly immortality of Chris-
tians and demonstrated that our
greatest happiness is in the presence
of the Lord. In verses 11-21, he fo-
cused on living believers, and he saw
them as “ambassadors” preaching the
gospel of reconciliation during their
years on earth (vs. 20).
A New Relationship. In II Corinthians

5:17, Paul wrote about “any man” who
is “in Christ.” This little phrase, “in
Christ,” is of massive significance. It is
used in this sense over seventy times
in the King James version of the New
Testament. 

What does it mean to be “in Christ”?
It means to receive the provision of sal-
vation. By faith we enter into Christ,
and afterward there is no condemna-
tion to those who are in Christ (Rom.
8:1). Christians have been set free from
the law of sin and death, and they are
set apart to God. They are justified and
redeemed, having received the full par-
don for sins. This is what Ephesians 1:3
means when it says believers have
been blessed with all spiritual bless-
ings in Christ. All of this is “in Christ,”
giving the full provision of salvation. 

It also means to receive the pres-
ence of God. Through faith in Christ,
we are made alive unto God and in-
dwelled by the Holy Spirit. As John

1:13 states, we are born “of God.”
Thus we experience the grace, love,
and mercy of God. This is much more
than a New Year’s resolution; this is
coming to know God personally. God
has taken up residence in our lives.
The new birth is a life-altering experi-
ence, since we receive the presence of
God into our lives. 

And to be in Christ means to receive
the person of Jesus. The Lord Jesus
becomes the object of the Christian’s
faith and hope. We find our identity in
Him. He grows large in our vision, and
we begin to live life under His benevo-
lent rule. We find that we gladly live
there and willingly embrace His au-
thority over our lives. This is a new re-
lationship. Jesus becomes everything
to us. 

So Christians do not follow Jesus or
come to church merely because we
want to be happier or have a better life
or so that the Lord can fix our prob-
lems. We follow Him because in our
eyes, He is worthy to be followed. He
is the exalted and living Saviour who
has come to reside in our hearts. We
have a new relationship that we give
ourselves to, which includes the pro-
vision of salvation, the presence of
God, and the person of Jesus. It
changes everything. 
A New Life. As Paul continued in

II Corinthians 5:17, he pointed out that
this new relationship also leads to a

All Things Are Become New
BY JEFFERY VANGOETHEM
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has created (Eph. 4:22-24). That is
why we cannot just merely think about
New Year’s resolutions. In Christ, we
have a totally new life, defined by
God’s presence and power. This is
meant to affect everything we do every
day we are alive. 

Remember that the Lord Jesus said
to follow Him daily. Our new life in
Christ must be lived out every single
day. Each day is a new opportunity to
invest in our new life. Even when we
backslide or lose our way for a time,
there is nothing else to do except re-
turn to the first things of our new life
in Christ; then just press on day-by-
day. 

If we succeed in building new
habits, disciplines, and goals each
day (consistent with new l i fe in
Christ), we will soon see different life
emerging. Our new relationship with
Jesus and our new life in Christ is to
be fleshed out daily in the new disci-
pline of godliness. This has much
greater potency than any New Year’s
resolution. 

We need to examine ourselves dai-
ly concerning our discipline in living
out our new life in Christ. Meditating
on that will be much more spiritually
profitable than thinking only in terms
of New Year’s resolutions. Ask yourself
the following questions: What daily
habits are unhelpful for my new life in
Christ? What commitments and prac-
tices should I put into place every day?
What principles should govern my dai-
ly life in order that my new life in Christ
might really shine through? How is
God speaking to me as I begin a new
year? 

Try to imagine the dorm room of a
messy first-year college student. The
bed is unmade, the dresser drawers
are open with clothes hanging out,
the desk is covered with piles of
stuff. Maybe there is one of those
small refrigerators, and it too is cov-
ered with papers, packages, and
other objects. We will not even talk
about the bathroom! It is probably a
place to avoid. 

Now suppose this first-year college
student tires of college and decides to
join the Marine Corps. He goes
through a number of weeks of basic
training. After that period of time, what
do you suppose his living space might
look like? Do you think it looks differ-
ent than his dorm room? A quarter can
bounce off a properly made bed in the
military. There are very few posses-
sions to take care of, and they are all

new life. A believer in Christ is literally
called a “new creature.” This same
term is used of God’s creation of the
world and His re-creation of the heav-
ens and the earth at the end of the mil-
lennium. It refers to an act of God. The
new birth is the work of a sovereign
God. New life in Christ is not found in
human effort, self-reformation, a
twelve-step program, a new diet or ex-
ercise plan, or anything of human ef-
fort. It is the work of a sovereign and
loving God. He sends His Spirit to
come into our lives. 

Corresponding to this, we learn that
our old life has passed away. The term
for old is the term from which we get
the word “archaic,” something old and
out-of-date. The former state of things
has ended; it is out-of-date. Prior to
trusting in Christ, we are dead to God,
unable to come to Him and unable to
please Him. Inheriting the sinful nature
of our first parent, Adam, we are hope-
lessly imprisoned by our sins and cut
off from a relationship with God. We
are physically alive but spiritually
dead. Christ, however, brought a solu-
tion to this state of separation. 

This condition is defined grammati-
cally in the original Greek by the use of
the perfect tense, which means that it
is a completely finished matter that re-
tains abiding results. The old is com-
pletely passed away, the new has
completely come, and this state of af-
fairs abides. One set of conditions (sin
and death) has passed out of exis-
tence, and another set (salvation and
new life) has come to stay. Theologi-
cally, this does not mean that our sin-
ful nature has been eradicated—
rather, a new power has come in order
that we might begin to subdue our sin-
ful nature. A new state of affairs has
come, and therefore we are to “put off
the old man with his deeds” (Col. 3:9). 

What do we do with this new life?
We cherish and nourish it. In Christ, we
have been changed on the inside. So
we must not feed our sinful desires
anymore; rather, we must feed the life
of God within us. There is to be a won-
derful discontinuity between the old
life and the new life. As we grow in
Christ, we begin to see this rupture in
sharp focus. Romans 6:4 tells us to
“walk in newness of life.” 

So all our habits, ideals, practices,
commitments, disciplines, and goals
should fall under this new relationship
with Christ and this new life in Christ.
We put off the former way of life, and
we put on the “new man,” which God

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

Our Doctrinal
Statement

stowed away in a footlocker or closet.
The whole area is as neat as it can be.
What is the difference since we are
talking about the same person? 

When in college, that person had
the power to bring order to his room,
but discipline was lacking. Once in the
military, our former student’s daily at-
tention to duties and habits made all
the difference. 

Second Corinthians 5:17 is teach-
ing us that a new power has come into
our lives. Through our new relation-
ship with and new life in Christ, we
have the power to be Christlike. By
applying daily disciplines to this new
life, the fruits of godliness will emerge.
Spiritual growth, spiritual power, and
the development of godly character
and Christlikeness will come. This is
the promise of new life in Christ. New
life in Christ truly is a “bright new
dawn!” H



8

WHEN we turn to the second
chapter of Paul’s first epistle to

Timothy, we are confronted with a
heartfelt exhortation from the apostle.
That exhortation seems simple at the
outset, but when read within its con-
text, one begins to realize that we
need to reflect more deeply about
what Paul is saying.

The exhortation in I Timothy 2:1-2
begins a paragraph that ends with
verse 7. So it is necessary to under-
stand verses 1-2 within that context.
And because the transitional word
“therefore” follows the phrase “I ex-
hort,” we must also understand what
Paul wrote in chapter one.

When Paul wrote, “I exhort there-
fore,” we must, as the old saw goes,
ask what the “therefore” is there for.

It signals that what is about to be
said is in some sense grounded in
what preceded it. Paul instructed Tim-
othy about certain men in Ephesus
who were teaching bad theology
(I Tim. 1:3-11). What were they teach-
ing? Pertinent to our study (cf. 4:1-3),
they were teaching, among other
things, an exclusive kind of salvation
through a legalistic system of works of
righteousness.

The false teachers were embracing
a popular theology of their day that
Paul considered to be “fables” (I Tim.
1:4), “vain jangling” (vs. 6), and “con-
trary to sound doctrine” (vs. 10). They
were tampering with the gospel, em-

bracing a form of law-oriented theolo-
gy (vss. 8-11) that relegated the
gospel only to those who lived by the
Mosaic Law, that is, the Jews.

Paul shared his own salvation expe-
rience in I Timothy 1:12-16, ending in
a burst of praise (vs. 17). Then in vers-
es 18-19, he returned to the charge he
stated in verse 3, which was for Timo-
thy to remain at Ephesus in order to
deal with those who were teaching this
exclusive gospel.

This brings us back to chapter 2 and
Paul’s transitional words, “I exhort
therefore.” The “therefore” reflects
upon Paul’s charge to Timothy to set
straight these false teachers. So what
was Paul’s exhortation in I Timothy
2:1-7? Paul was exhorting the church
to be praying not just for the Jews, as
the false teachers were suggesting,
but for all people.

What was the prayer request? The
answer is in I Timothy 2:4. The church
was to be praying that “all men [all
people]” would be saved and “come
unto the knowledge of the truth.” This
is exactly what the false teachers were
not proclaiming. They were thinking
too narrowly, as if God was only the
God of the Jews and that salvation
was for their race alone.

It is no surprise that such exclusive
thinking was once again at the fore-
front of difficulty in the early church.
This was an ongoing problem in the
New Testament church. Jews had a

difficult time recognizing
that the law cannot save
and that the gospel is for all.
They were making it very
difficult for Gentiles to come
to faith in Christ Jesus,
something God decries (cf.
Acts 15:1-35).

With this foundation, we
can now look at I Timothy
2:1-7 in more detail. Of fore-
most importance, Paul’s ex-
hortation involves praying.
Commentators sometimes
make concrete distinctions
between “supplications,”
“prayers,” and “interces-
sions” in verse 1, but these
words are basically synony-
mous when discussing wor-
ship in prayer. These are not
meaningless repetitions;
there are subtle nuances,
but nothing changes Paul’s
exhortation here. The point
Paul is making is simple—
pray constantly for all peo-

ple to be saved, and do it with a thank-
ful spirit.

In I Timothy 2:2, Paul gave examples
of who would fall within the catchall “all
men.” We are to include kings and all
who are in authority in our prayers. Do
you pray for the salvation of our presi-
dent, congressmen and congress-
women, Supreme Court justices, state
and local justices, governors, mayors,
and the leaders and supervisors in
your place of employment? This is a
matter God wants us to bring before
Him in prayer. Our neglect is to our
shame.

Paul states that “this is good and
acceptable in the sight of God” (I Tim.
2:3). It is good and acceptable in
God’s sight to pray for all people, in-
cluding all who are in authority. Why?
Because, as we see in verse 4, God
“will have all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the
truth.” If this is God’s desire, then it
should be our desire as well. It is
pleasing to God when we pray for the
salvation of all people. Is this how you
pray?

The word translated in the King
James Version as “will have” in I Tim-
othy 2:4 is a Greek verb that means
“to will, to wish, or to desire.” It is not
the usual word used when speaking
of that which God decrees. The verse
is not teaching that God decrees all
people to be saved, only that He de-
sires all people to be saved. It may

BY MARK J. HIGHMAN

Pray for the
Salvation of
All Men
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have had to spend more time on the
cross to pay for an additional number
of people to be saved. His death was
sufficient for all, which again is the
point of these verses. We are to pray
for the salvation of all people because
Christ’s death was sufficient to save
all people. It is not an empty prayer.
Any person we know can be one of
those people God wil l  save. We
should be praying for all people to be
saved.

The Apostle Paul states that Jesus
gave himself as a ransom for all. Usu-
ally when we think of a ransom, we
think of someone who was kidnapped
and held hostage, and another is
forced to pay a large sum of money to
free the hostage. But that is not what
is going on here. First, Jesus willingly
became a ransom. The text says “who
gave himself.” Second, the one who is
paying a ransom does not exchange
himself for the one being held for ran-
som. In this case the Greek word indi-
cates that there is an exchange. Jesus
gave His life in the place of our lives.
He is the ransom payment. It was Je-
sus’ life for our lives (Mark 10:45; Rom.
5:10).

The powerful truth about all this is
this: because Jesus is the God-Man,
He was able not only to give His life for
our lives, thus paying our penalty for
sin, but three days later, He also rose
from the grave. He did not remain
dead. He paid the sin penalty and,
once the Father’s just wrath was sat-
isfied, Jesus rose from the grave. Mis-
sion accomplished! He lives, and we
live too! Praise God!

Again, the fact that Jesus gave
Himself as a ransom for all people in-
dicates the sufficiency of His death,
not the final effect. The application
of the atoning work in the life of a
sinner comes at the time of belief.
We are saved by grace, through faith
(Eph. 2:8). Jesus died for all, but only
those who believe will benefit from
His work on Calvary.

We see in I Timothy 2:7 that Paul
was doing what he was ordained to
do: preaching the good news—not
just to the Jews but also to the Gen-
tiles! And Christians are appointed to
share this good news as opportunity
avails itself. We are also to pray that
God will save all men, which is the
chief way men will live peaceable and
quiet lives (vs. 2)! H

must acknowledge this truth. There
are not multiple ways to be saved,
nor do people of all faiths worship
the same God. Only belief in the God
of the Bible saves, and that salvation
is through the Person and work of
Jesus Christ.

A mediator is a go-between, some-
one who can bring two parties togeth-
er. All people, Jews and Gentiles alike,
are born at odds with God. Romans
5:10 and Colossians 1:21 use the
word “enemies” to describe the un-
saved person’s relationship with God.
We cannot fix our sin problem by our-
selves. We need someone who can
mediate with God for us, someone
who can fix the problem. That Some-
one is Jesus Christ. He is the unique
Son of God (John 3:16), unique be-
cause He is both God and man (cf.
I Tim. 2:5).

The verse literally reads in the
Greek, “For one God, one also a me-
diator [between] God and of men,
[the] man Christ Jesus.” Thus, loose-
ly translated, we could understand
the verse to read: “There is one God,
who is also the mediator between
God and mankind, the one who is
also human, that is Jesus Christ.” Je-
sus is fully God and fully man, and He
alone can fix the sin problem. As God,
He is eternal and sinless. As man, He
can properly represent humankind in
life and death. God cannot die, but
Jesus, as the God-Man can and did
die. Death is the just demand of the
Father for sin (Rom. 6:23). Jesus was
uniquely qualified to satisfy that just
demand, so that in becoming sin for
us, we could become the righteous-
ness of God through Him (II Cor.
5:21).

Jesus provided this salvation for all
by giving Himself as a ransom. Note
three things in I Timothy 2:6: (1) Jesus
gave Himself. He chose to act on be-
half of all people. It was a free choice.
(2) Jesus became a ransom. (3) He
gave himself as a ransom for all peo-
ple.

Yes, it is true that the atoning death
of Jesus Christ is efficacious only for
those who believe. If it were effica-
cious for all, then all would go to
heaven regardless of whether they
trust in Christ or not. But this is not
the biblical way to understand the
atoning work of Christ at Calvary.

It is better said that Jesus’ atoning
death is sufficient for all, while effica-
cious only for the elect, or only for
those who believe. Jesus would not

seem like a petty distinction, but in
light of biblical theology, the distinc-
tion is important.

As we know, there is a difference be-
tween God’s decretive will (that which
God decrees to come to pass and
which will most certainly come to
pass) and God’s desires. God does
not desire that we lie or think evil
thoughts about a person, but some-
times we lapse and do these things.
God does not desire to see all the suf-
fering and misery in our world, but it is
happening. The verse must be under-
stood in its context. Even though God
desires all men to be saved, not all
men will be saved. The emphasis in
the passage is not on who will be
saved, but on the fact that God desires
all men to be saved. This flies in the
face of the exclusivity that the false
teachers in Ephesus were espousing.
God desires not just the salvation of
the Jews but of all mankind! Timothy
was to teach this, and we are to pray
for this outcome.

The phrase “for there is one God”
begins verse 5 of I Timothy 2. The
false teachers would not have ques-
tioned this (cf. Deut. 6:4). The prob-
lem again was the exclusivity. To
many Jews, the one true God was the
God of the Jews only, not the God of
the Gentiles as well. Gentiles could
come to Yahweh God, but only
through the rites and rituals estab-
lished by the Mosaic Law. And even
then there were limitations.

Once more, they were missing the
point. Israel was appointed to be a
light to all the nations (Isa. 42:6; 49:5-
6; 60:3; cf. Gen. 12:1-3) because Yah-
weh is the God of all the nations
(II Chron. 20:6; cf. Acts 17:23). Israel
was not to hamper the coming of the
nations to the Living God but bring
them to Him.

Paul continued his line of thought
that all men could come to the one
true God. There is only one way—
through the Mediator, Christ Jesus
(I Tim. 2:5). Jesus gave Himself as a
ransom for all men (vs. 6). If there is
anything exclusive about the gospel,
it is not about to whom it is available,
but its means. 

It is not politically correct today to
say that there is only one God and one
Mediator between God and men, that
Mediator being Christ Jesus alone.
However, this is exactly what the Bible
teaches (cf. John 14:6).

There is only one God. If a person
is to be saved from sin, he or she
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CHRISTIANS in America have great
cause to thank God. Consider

the heritage the United States is
blessed with: the Pilgrim settlers’ ded-
ication to religious freedom and their
Puritan convictions regarding the truth
of Scripture and the necessity of wor-
shipping Jesus Christ. Such convic-
tions led to an event in American his-
tory known as the Great Awakening,
which saw a widespread repentance
and trust in Jesus Christ. The Lord
used humble yet passionate servants
to accomplish this, including preach-
ers like George Whitefield and
Samuel Davies.

Jonathan Edwards is ar-
guably the most notable
preacher of the Great Awak-
ening period due to his well-
known sermon “Sinners in
the Hands of an Angry
God.” While he spoke in a
relatively dry, monotone
style, Edwards used care-
fully chosen words and a
pointed writing style to ac-
curately reflect the realities
of Scripture, most specifi-
cally Deuteronomy 32:35: “To
me belongeth vengeance,
and recompence; their foot
shall slide in due time: for the
day of their calamity is at hand,
and the things that shall come upon
them make haste.”

It might be said that the Lord used
this sermon to accomplish a great
work of revival because of its point-
ed wording and accurate portrayal of
a visually intriguing biblical text.
However, “Sinners in the Hands of
an Angry God” was merely the epit-
ome of a greater movement that be-
gan earlier. The Lord had been using
Edwards’s pastoral ministry and var-
ious sermons to soften the hearts of
the people of New England and
compel them to consider their eter-
nal destiny.

One of the noteworthy details of
the sermon itself, however, is Ed-
wards’s illustration of people hanging
over the pit of hell, individuals dan-
gling over the chasm of eternal agony

with only the thread of a spider’s
web held by the grace of God keep-
ing them from plummeting to their
everlasting doom. Edwards was not
trying to ignore Scripture’s witness
of God’s love and compassion;
rather, he sought to fully communi-
cate Scripture’s description of
God’s hatred for sin and its just con-
sequence. 

Notice the
vivid picture painted here: “The God
that holds you over the pit of hell,
much as one holds a spider, or some
loathsome insect, over the fire, ab-
hors you, and is dreadfully provoked;
his wrath towards you burns like fire;
he looks upon you as worthy of noth-
ing else, but to be cast into the fire;
he is of purer eyes than to bear to
have you in his sight; you are ten
thousand times so abominable in his
eyes as the most hateful venomous
serpent is in ours. You have offended
him infinitely more than ever a stub-
born rebel did his prince: and yet ‘tis

nothing but his hand that holds you
from falling into the fire every moment”
(Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an
Angry God,” Yale.edu).

This kind of powerful preaching is
only one example of Edwards’s God-
given skill in accurately and powerful-
ly preaching God’s Word. However,
like virtually all men and women whom
God has powerfully used in church
history, Edwards did not arrive at such
a place of influence overnight. The

Lord’s preparation for Edwards and
his ministry can especially be

seen when he was a young col-
lege student.

Edwards was a bright
young man and began his
collegiate studies at what
is now Yale University in
1716 when he was not
yet thirteen. This was
not terribly unique, as
the only criterion for
college admission at
the time was an under-
standing of Greek and
Latin. Young Jonathan
devoured the books in

the school’s library and
sought to answer the

tough questions that were
being asked in his day.
While the early eighteenth

century may seem quite bland
at first contemplation, it featured a

transition of thought among many in
the New England colonies. English
philosopher John Locke (1632-1704),
among others, encouraged people to
think outside the scope of what they
had been taught or what previous gen-
erations had held dear. Locke’s works
on government served as a prime mo-
tivator for the American dedication to
representation and democracy, but 
his works had theological implications
as well.

Edwards was one of Locke’s most
dedicated readers, and he struggled
with Locke’s perspective on God.
From his youth, Edwards had been
taught that God is sovereign and inti-
mately involved with the affairs of
mankind. Conversely, Locke present-

Spiders and Light: 
How Isaac Newton Helped 

Jonathan Edwards Worship the Creator

BY J. A. LITTLER, M.DIV.
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God’s majesty and love for mankind.
In fact, Edwards was a great admir-

er of Newton. In 1723, Edwards was
preparing to receive his M.A. from Yale
and present an address at the com-
mencement. It was a crucial time in his
life, as he was awaiting God’s leading
toward a future pastoral ministry. On
the side, however, he was eagerly writ-
ing an essay that he hoped would be
published by the Royal Society. The
essay dealt with spiders and their abil-
ity to seemingly fly in the air. He had
Newton’s revolutionary discoveries in
mind: “In his notebooks he kept ob-
servations on the implications of New-
ton’s theories of light and on how the
new physics might fit with God’s sov-
ereignty” (Marsden).

It may be strange today to consider
scientists connecting nature with phi-
losophy and theology, but “few of Ed-
wards’ contemporaries would have
thought of natural science and theolo-
gy as being in conflict” (Marsden,
Jonathan Edwards: A Life, Yale Uni-
versity Press). Indeed, few boasted of
any alternative explanation to Creation
other than that it was crafted by a di-
vine Creator.

As with the spiders, so Edwards
was compelled by the science of light
to recognize the greatness of its 
Creator. Upon reading Newton’s
Opticks, Edwards was fascinated with
the concept of color existing only with-
in the mind. Learning of such fascinat-
ing discoveries no doubt reminded
him of Romans 1:20: “The invisible
things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and
Godhead.”

Such an important lesson from
Scripture was echoed in Opticks by
Isaac Newton himself: “Does it not ap-
pear from Phaenomena that there is a
Being incorporeal, living, intelligent,
omnipresent, who in infinite Space, as
it were in his Sensory, sees the things
themselves intimately, and throughly
perceives them, and comprehends
them wholly by their immediate pres-
ence to himself” (www.gutenberg.org).

Like Jonathan Edwards and Isaac
Newton, believers today should mar-
vel at the Lord’s creative power and
worship Him in response (cf. Ps. 8:3-
4). The same God who created the uni-
verse is the One who has called His
people to represent Him as new cre-
ations (cf. II Cor. 5:17) and glorify Him
through worship. H

Slowly but surely, the Holy Spirit
opened Edwards’s spiritual eyes,
wiped away the cloud of deism, and
helped him see the universe in a
brand-new light. He saw that the
scriptural roots of his Puritan heritage
had not been dead and lifeless, but
rather defined life in startling new
ways because they expressed the in-
timate yet exalted presence of a loving
God. This change came by having a
fresh, Spirit-led understanding of
God’s sovereignty that accomplished
what the philosophy of deism never
could: “It all fell into place when he re-
alized that the central theme of his
own heritage—the sovereignty of
God—could be the solution to finding
the grand scheme of things. God’s
sovereignty had been a problem for
Edwards because he had been under-
estimating its awesome implications”
(Marsden).

Edwards’s conversion also included
a transformation in the way he viewed
the material world. Rather than the
work of an impersonal God, Edwards
“now saw that the universe was es-
sentially personal, an emanation of the
love and beauty of God . . . Edwards
started with a personal and sovereign
God who expressed himself in the
ever-changing relationships of every
atom to each other” (Marsden).

As mentioned earlier, this attitude of
the newly saved Edwards went
against the grain of contemporary
English (and soon American) thought
among scientific elites. However, it
was also influenced by the scientific
revolution that was occurring in the
Western world. New things about na-
ture were being discovered at a rapid
pace, and the scientific method of dis-
covery was being established.

One of the foremost scientists of the
day was Isaac Newton, head of the
Royal Society in London. Newton is
especially renowned for his discover-
ies related to light and gravity, and Ed-
wards was immensely intrigued by
these great steps forward in man’s un-
derstanding of the natural world. While
Newton himself did not attribute the
laws of nature to the workings of an
impersonal universe, many of his sci-
entifically minded readers did, and,
similar to the philosophical aspects of
deism, they represented an obstacle
in Edwards’s attempt to better under-
stand God. Nevertheless, as he ma-
tured spiritually, Edwards celebrated
God as Creator and saw the natural
world as a beautiful expression of

ed a version of God distant from man,
one who merely created the world,
then stepped back to allow man to
take care of himself and society ac-
cording to his own carnal devices. Like
some kind of cosmic watchmaker,
God created and “wound” the earth,
then stepped back and allowed man
to live as he would, with no divine in-
tervention.

This school of thought is known as
“deism,” and it is important to recog-
nize because it served as a backdrop
to Edwards’s early life and was a phi-
losophy growing in popularity during
his life and ministry. If Edwards were to
have accepted the tenets of deism, he
would probably have slipped into the
annals of history as simply another
New England preacher, guided by
new, prevailing thoughts of his time
rather than the timeless truths of
God’s Word. 

As an unsaved teenager, Edwards
struggled with the confusion and trou-
bling questions deism brought to his
mind. If God is sovereign as Scripture
says, he thought, why is there evil in
the world? Why is living a healthy,
happy, and safe life so hard? The
struggle to answer such questions
with man’s philosophy and new sci-
entific discovery led him down a dark
and depressing path.

But we have cause to praise God,
for He had plans to use Jonathan Ed-
wards as a vessel of His glory and ob-
ject of His grace. Edwards especially
realized the futility of deistic thought
when he was stricken with a horrible
illness. He was sixteen and a senior at
Yale University with seemingly his
whole life ahead of him. This illness,
however, forced him to look away from
the present and into eternity. He de-
scribed the experience as if God
“shook me over the pit of hell,” word-
ing very similar to that employed in his
historic sermon (Marsden, A Short Life
of Jonathan Edwards, Eerdmans).

Like many throughout history,
young Jonathan cried out to God and
promised Him devout service if He
would spare him from this grave ill-
ness. As time went on, Edwards re-
covered and tried to earn God’s favor
through his own righteousness. Guilt
soon overcame him, and he despaired
that he might never be saved. Howev-
er, through a steady yet effectual con-
frontation with the truths of His Word,
the Lord drew Edwards out of the
doubt of deism and the guilt of at-
tempting to earn His favor. 
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PHARAOH CONFIRMS
EMERGENCE OF FLEDGLING
ISRAELITE NATION

Ancient Egypt is fertile ground for
artifacts related to Scripture. On its
soil, the descendants of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob achieved the prelim-
inary status of nationhood. During
their 430-year sojourn in the land of
Pharaoh (from about 1875-1445 B.C.,
see Exodus 12:40), the Israelites grew
from a tribal clan of some seventy per-
sons (Gen. 46:27) to an estimated two
million people. Exodus 12:37 and
Numbers 1:45-46 give the number of
armed men; women, children, and eld-
erly men were not included in that
count. Thus God fulfilled His promise
to Jacob to make of him a great nation
in Egypt (Gen. 46:2-4). The fulfillment
of land promised to the patriarchs was
yet to come.

We know from Scripture that under
the leadership of Joshua, the land of

Canaan was conquered and divided
among the twelve tribes. Can we also
say that this fact is affirmed by archae-
ological evidence? Indeed we can! The
first recorded extrabiblical mention of
an Israelite presence in Canaan is
found in the text of a royal Egyptian
document, a stone monument known
as the Merneptah or Israel Stela. The
artifact was found in the west corner of
the first court of Pharaoh Merneptah’s
mortuary temple in western Thebes.
Merneptah (also spelled “Merenptah”),
the thirteenth son of famed Pharaoh
Rameses II (1279-1213 B.C.), ruled
Egypt from 1212 to 1202 B.C.

The Merneptah Stela (or “stele”)
was discovered in 1896 by Sir W. M.
Flinders Petrie. At that time, the
renowned archaeologist supervised
the temple excavation in Thebes un-
der the auspices of the Egyptian Ex-
ploration Fund. Petrie is justly famed
for his significance in bringing about,

as Howard F. Vos states, “the under-
standing of Egyptian history and the
development of scientific archaeolo-
gy in Egypt and elsewhere” (Archae-
ology in Bible Lands, Moody). 

A DISCOVERY OF DISTINCTION
The Merneptah Stela is one of the

star attractions of the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo. Egyptologist Frank
F. Yurco explains why the artifact pos-
sesses such “star power.” He writes,
“The reason for the extraordinary fame
of this stele—even outside the coterie
of Egyptologists—is that it contains
the earliest known mention of Israel;
for that reason it is also known as the
Israel Stele” (“3,200-Year-Old Picture
of Israelites Found in Egypt,” Biblical
Archaeology Review, September-
October 1990).

Archaeologist Bryant G. Wood,
well-known for his excavation of an-
cient Jericho, goes even further and
calls the stela “one of the most im-
portant discoveries in Biblical archae-
ology.” As the basis for such high
praise, Wood affirms Yurco’s asser-
tion that the stela is “the earliest men-
tion of Israel outside the Bible [em-
phasis added].” But he also notes,
“This is the only direct mention of Is-
rael in Egyptian records” (“Pharaoh
Merenptah Meets Israel,” Bible and
Spade, Summer 2005).

The black granite Merneptah Stela
stands seven and a half feet high and
is about half as wide. The monument
is of the typical stela type, having
straight sides with a rounded top (a
“lunette”). Thus the columnar stone
slab is shaped very much like many
modern cemetery headstones. 

The lunette is engraved with two
matching scenes depicting Mernep-
tah being honored by three Egyptian
gods. As Wood explains, “The three
deities comprised the ‘Theban triad’
of Amun-Ra, king of the gods and fa-
ther of the Pharaoh; Mut, consort of
Amun and symbolic mother of the
king; and Khonsu, the moon-god and
son of Amun-Ra and Mut.” 

It should be noted that the Mernep-
tah Stela was not originally commis-
sioned for the Pharaoh after whom it is
named. The monument had previous-
ly honored Pharaoh Amenhotep III,
known also as Amenophis III (1386-
1349 B.C.). Since Merneptah had
Amenhotep’s mortuary temple de-
stroyed to make room for his own, it
should come as no surprise that he

Egypt: The Earliest Extrabiblical 
Record of “Israel” in Canaan

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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suggest that Israel did not even exist
as a recognizable entity at this time. In
the light of this contemporary witness
to Israel’s existence, such a claim
makes no sense” (Garrett, ed., “The
Merneptah Stele,” Zondervan). 

Another distinctive difference be-
tween Israel and the three Canaanite
city-states concerns the gender the
Egyptian scribes used in writing their
names. Normally, scribes wrote the
names of other nations and their cities
in the feminine, as was the case with
Ashkelon, Gezer, and Yanaom in the
stela text. Israel, however, was written
as a masculine name. As Wood points
out, “The name Israel, of course, is
masculine, deriving from Jacob/Israel,
the founder of the tribal federation that
became the nation of Israel.”

BATTLE RELIEFS AND THE STELA
Yurco made a surprising discovery

that pictorially confirmed the Merneptah
Stela’s textual account of the pharaoh’s
campaign in Canaan. The Egyptologist
spent hours reexamining battle reliefs on
Karnak Temple walls that depicted a
pharaoh engaged in combat on foreign
soil. Previously, these battle reliefs had
been ascribed to Rameses II, thought to
be the pharaoh whose military exploits
they pictured. 

After much detective work, howev-
er, Yurco discovered that Merneptah,
not Rameses II, had commissioned a
set of four battle scene reliefs. Clearly,
three of the battle reliefs feature at-
tacks on fortified cities. The first be-
sieged city is identified as “Ashkelon.”
The names of the second and third be-
sieged cities are missing, but Yurco is
certain they depict Gezer and
Yanoam. Only the fourth battle scene
pictures the defeat of an enemy (Israel)
engaged in open terrain. 

The linkage between the Merneptah
Stela and the reliefs is stated this way:
“So there is a perfect match between
the text of Merenptah’s Stele and
Merenptah’s reliefs. Ashkelon, Gezer,
Yano‘am and Israel, named in the stele,
match three fortified towns and one
battle in open country in the reliefs”
(Yurco). The Egyptologist’s startling
conclusion is that these reliefs consti-
tute “the oldest pictures of Israelites
ever discovered, engraved more than
3,200 years ago, at the very dawn of
their emergence as a people.” H

el-Abeidiyeh, a little south of the Sea
of Galilee on the Jordan River. 

One particular point with regard to
the stela’s Israel reference begs cor-
rection. As was common among an-
cient monarchs, Merneptah greatly
exaggerated the degree of his victo-
ries and achievements. This was cer-
tainly true with respect to Israel, which
was by no means annihilated as the
stela suggests but Scripture clearly
does not confirm.

ISRAELITES, A PEOPLE SET
APART

The manner in which the Merneptah
Stela characterizes Israel makes it dis-
tinctively different from the other three
Canaanite references. One such dis-
tinctive difference is the type of deter-
minative associated with the names of
these sites. In Egyptian hieroglyphics,
a determinative defined or indicated
the nature of an accompanying name
or word.

Yurco summarizes how this relates to
the text under discussion. He writes,
“The determinative used in the
Merenptah Stele with the names of the
three Canaanite city-states—Ashkelon,
Gezer and Yano‘am—is the familiar de-
terminative regularly used for city-states
that formed the Egyptian empire in Syr-
ia-Palestine during the New Kingdom
period (1570–1070 B.C.E.). . . . The name
of Israel, however, is written on
Merenptah’s Stele using a different de-
terminative . . . usually reserved for peo-
ples without a fixed city-state area, or for
nomadic groups.” 

How does the determinative for Is-
rael compare with what Scripture says
about Israel during Merneptah’s reign?
Wood states pointedly, “This is in exact
agreement with what the Bible tells us
about Israel at this time in their history.
In 1210 B.C. Israel was in the middle of
a 40-year time of peace . . . during the
period of the judges.” Israel was still a
tribal federation, as Wood notes, “with-
out cities, a king or a formal political
structure [see Judg. 17:6; 21:25].”

While Israel was not a city-state or
nation with a king when Merneptah
came calling with his army, its chrono-
logically specific placement in Pales-
tine as an established people at that
time is extremely significant. Accord-
ing to the Archaeological Study Bible,
“It demonstrates that Israel was a rec-
ognized people in the land of Canaan
in approximately 1200 B.C. This is im-
portant because some scholars today

also usurped the Amenhotep stela and
had his scribes engrave a tribute to
him on the monument’s reverse side.

This was not an uncommon practice
within the Egyptian monarchy. Ac-
cording to Yurco, following Mernep-
tah’s death in 1202 B.C., “competing
branches of the royal family [of Rame-
ses II] engaged in a bitter struggle for
the throne.” At that time, rampant
usurpation of cartouches, temple re-
liefs, and monuments affected the
magnificent complex of temples at
Karnak—and Merneptah’s name and
monuments were not spared!

TEXT WITH AN IMPORTANT
FOOTNOTE

The twenty-eight-line hieroglyphic
text of the Merneptah Stela is com-
plete and unfragmented. In format, it is
sometimes referred to as a victory
hymn to Merneptah because it is writ-
ten in a poetic style. In twenty-six
lines, the text lauds the pharaoh’s con-
quest of the Libyans and their allies,
the Sea Peoples, in 1207 B.C. This was
the fifth year of Merneptah’s reign.

The last two lines of the stela were
evidently an abbreviated addendum—
a footnote of sorts—recounting
Merneptah’s earlier successful cam-
paign in Canaan around 1210 B.C. In
these two lines, the pharaoh boasts of
victories over Ashkelon, Gezer,
Yanoam, and Israel. While Mernep-
tah’s victory over the Libyans and Sea
Peoples was obviously the primary
reason for commissioning the stela, it
is the last two lines that are of greatest
significance for students of the Bible.

The heart of lines 27 and 28 is trans-
lated: “Ashkelon has been overcome.
Gezer has been captured. Yano‘am
was made non-existent. Israel is laid
waste, (and) his seed is not” (Yurco). In
Scripture, Ashkelon is identified as
one of the five major city-states of the
Philistines. It was located about ten
miles north of Gaza on the southern
coast of Israel. Ashkelon was the
place where one of Samson’s famous
exploits occurred (cf. Judg. 14:10-19). 

Gezer, located in the low hill country
(the Shephelah) some twenty miles
west of Jerusalem, was a city that did
not fall to Joshua during the conquest
of Canaan (cf. Josh. 16:10; Judg.
1:29). 

The location of Yanoam, the third
city Merneptah claims to have con-
quered, is unknown. Wood believes it
should probably be identified with Tell
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TODAY’S media emphasizes
healthy living in so many ways and

for so many reasons. Whether subtle or
brazen, the message equates getting
fit with achieving all your dreams. “The
perfect mate, home, job, clothing, and
life can be yours, if only your body were
to look like this. And we sell what
makes it happen!”

As with any message, Christians
should filter messages about their
health through God’s Word. What
does the Bible say about health? How
should we apply this to our lives?

A godly perspective on healthy liv-
ing should look at the purpose of the
Christian’s body. It is not to bring glo-
ry to one’s self. The goal of maintain-
ing a healthy body should not be to
gain attention. Contrast the worldly
perspective on fitness and its “Look at
me!” attitude with I Corinthians 6:19-
20, which states, “What? know ye not
that your body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your own?
For ye are bought with a price: there-
fore glorify God in your body, and in

your spirit, which are God’s.”
A Christian’s body belongs to God;

therefore, any activity in which we par-
ticipate should bring glory to God, not
ourselves. 

By extension, how we treat our bod-
ies should glorify God. If we ignore the
three pillars of good personal health
care—exercise, healthy weight, and
healthful eating patterns—the health
problems we likely will encounter can
hamper our service to the Lord, short-
en our lives, and even damage our tes-
timony. How effectively can a Christian
discuss God being in total control of
his life when he cannot even control
his excessive eating habits? 

Of course, genetics may play a role in
health. Some people are born with a
higher risk of developing certain dis-
eases than others. However, we may be
able to mitigate many potential health
problems by doing what we can to stay
healthy. This should also include avoid-
ing habits that the Bible warns about. 

Many studies link stress as contrib-
utory to numerous types of health
problems. Philippians 4:6 states, “Be

careful for nothing; but in every thing
by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God.” Instead of
worrying, hand it over to God. Take
time to rest on the Lord’s Day, both
physically and mentally, for your
body’s and spirit’s sake.

Avoid people who unnecessarily
drain your life of joy with their negative
outlook, gossip, sniping, and com-
plaining. If you cannot avoid them,
ask, “Have you prayed about it?” or
offer to pray with them right there. Di-
recting their problems to the Lord can
help both of you focus on the One who
can really help you, while staying away
from that slippery slope of fretting over
others’ problems.

The Bible mentions physical activity
numerous times. Paul frequently used
sports metaphors, for example. He
also wrote in I Timothy 4:8, “For bodi-
ly exercise profiteth little: but godli-
ness is profitable unto all things, hav-
ing promise of the life that now is, and
of that which is to come.”

People who loathe exercise may joke
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about the seemingly minimal benefit of
exercise. However, the context of I Tim-
othy 4:8 points to the contrast between
the relative merits of exercise and god-
liness to demonstrate how very benefi-
cial godliness is “unto all things” for
both the current life and eternity. The
verse does not mean that the Christian
should eschew exercise but rather that
its effects last only during one’s lifetime. 

The Bible does not say a lot about
eating right, except for a few passages
about avoiding overindulgence. Pas-
sages about drunkenness often in-
clude gluttony, for example. Proverbs
25:27 metaphorically compares eating
too many sweets with pride: “It is not
good to eat much honey: so for men to
search their own glory is not glory.”

Dietitians recommend a controlled-
calorie diet high in whole grains, whole
vegetables, and whole fruits with low-
fat sources of dairy and protein. Mini-
mize processed and sugary foods and
beverages. The USDA’s “My Plate” di-
agram depicts a plate comprised of
one-half vegetables and fruits, one-
quarter whole grains, and one-quarter
lean protein. The produce half of the
plate favors vegetables. Consume
healthful sources of fat, such as plant-
based oils, in moderation. Try to avoid
animal-based sources of fat. 

Try to avoid sweetened beverages,
as they contain empty calories. While
reaching for juice represents a better
choice than soda pop, energy drinks,
or fancy coffee drinks, juice still con-
tains calories. Some people turn to
sports drinks while working out; how-
ever, unless you have been exercising
for a couple of hours and have been
sweating profusely, water provides all
the hydration you need. 

Some people mistakenly think that
diet alone equals weight loss; howev-
er, becoming more active while reduc-
ing caloric intake hastens weight loss
and decreases stress levels, strength-
ens bones and muscles, and improves
cardiovascular health.

Numerous passages warn about
slothfulness, but usually in reference to
providing for one’s family. Many people
work in a sedentary environment where
a full day’s work involves very little
physical activity. While they may pro-
vide well for their loved ones, they do
not move enough to keep themselves
healthy. The American Heart Associa-
tion recommends about thirty minutes
of moderate-intensity exercise five
days per week to maintain a person’s
current weight. Losing weight requires

more activity or more intense exercise. 
Many people find that joining a

group, such as a running club or a few
friends for walking, helps keep them
motivated. Everyone in the group ex-
pects you to show up, and it is hard to
let them down.

For the Christian, group exercise can
offer an opportunity for fellowship with
other believers or a chance for outreach
if some in the group are not Christians.
Perhaps a neighborhood walking club
can provide your new means of touch-
ing others with the gospel.

Other people prefer solitary exer-
cise, which can give them extra quiet
time with God. Listening to recorded
sermons or Scripture while exercising
enhances the experience with a spiri-
tual element. 

The key is to find an activity you like.
If you hate going to a gym, do not buy
a membership. Find an activity that
raises your heart rate and causes you
to sweat. Slowly strolling to the mail-
box and back is not vigorous enough
to help you get fit; however, if that is
the best you can do, do that and push
yourself to walk a little farther the next
time to build up your endurance.

As people age, we lose muscle mass,
which contributes to weight gain, sta-
bility issues, and a diminished ability to
perform activities of daily living. Lifting
weights or performing resistance exer-
cises can help you maintain muscle
mass. It does not take repetitions with
huge kettlebells at the gym; using a set
of resistance bands or performing gym-
class calisthenics (squats, push-ups,
chin-ups, and calf raises) can help you
stay strong as you grow older. 

Avoid tobacco products of all kinds.
As a health writer since 2003, I have in-
terviewed hundreds of health care
providers who all have agreed that to-
bacco products harm one’s health. 

Just as you evaluate your physical
fitness plan, evaluate the fitness of
your spirituality. Do you let “little”
sins—the kind no one is likely to dis-
cover—creep in? Keep in mind that to
God, no sin is little. Do certain activi-
ties or habits detract from your fellow-
ship with God? To stay spiritually
healthy, we need to feed on God’s
Word each day, not on the junk food of
worldly media or even the processed
thoughts of other people. Sometimes
we could easily replace the good
things we think about with the best
things we could think about.

The pure nourishment of the Bible it-
self should provide our soul’s primary

sustenance, not a diet of devotional
books. Although they are certainly
helpful, we need to take the time to read
the Bible daily for ourselves. Meditate
on it throughout the day, and memorize
it to stay strong during temptation. 

Trim the flab from your spiritual life,
such as elements of your daily living
that stunt your spiritual growth or ham-
per your service for the Lord. Do certain
friends, activities, or even your job pre-
vent you from living the way God would
have you live? Pray that God would re-
veal to you these impediments to your
spiritual life and help you to lose these
weights that drag you down.

Exercise your spiritual muscles by
doing what the Bible says. Live a holy
life, eschewing sin and the practices
from which God convicts you to ab-
stain. Hebrews 12:1 states, “Where-
fore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us.”

In addition to what we should avoid,
the Bible also tells us plenty of good
things we should do. It is obvious that
we should strive to personify the fruit
of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22-23 states,
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance: against such there is no law.”

It seems one thing that many Chris-
tians overlook is to simply be as help-
ful and others-oriented as we can be.
Galatians 6:10 states, “As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men, especially unto them
who are of the household of faith.” No
Christian has the right to place himself
before another. 

Share the gospel as you have op-
portunity. While many find it exciting to
share the results of their new diet or
exercise program, Christians should
demonstrate the same zeal for sharing
the good news of the gospel. The Cre-
ator of the universe wants to have a re-
lationship with anyone who will repent
and accept His Son’s sacrifice for sin!

If you have done little to improve
your health—spiritually or physically—
it is not too late. Any positive changes
you make in your life at this point can
still benefit you. Prayerfully consider
the changes you need to make. Seek
the advice of your health-care provider
before making changes in your diet or
exercise. With God’s help, you can im-
prove your fitness to His glory. H



renowned vacation spots, the main-
land has the most to offer in terms of
history and culture.

Economically, Greece has seen
some hard times since 2010. Exces-
sive government debt, multiple finan-

cial bailouts from other
countries in the Eurozone,
and national austerity meas-
ures have left their mark in
recent years (“Greece,” The
World Factbook, cia.gov). 

While the country began
to emerge from its crisis, a
change in administrations in
2015 brought anti-austerity
leadership into power. At the
time of this writing, uncer-
tainty l ingers regarding
Greece’s economic future
(The World Factbook).

From a religious stand-
point, the country’s consti-
tution ensures religious

freedom for its citizens. About 97 per-
cent of the citizens identify themselves
as adherents of Eastern Orthodoxy,
while 1 percent are Muslim (“Greece,”
wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece). 

Athens is the capital of Greece and
one of the oldest cities
in the world. It sprawls
across the Attica Basin,
the central plain that
sweeps down to the
Aegean Sea. Named for
the mythological god-
dess Athena, the city’s
recorded history spans
about 3,400 years
(“Athens,” wikipedia
.org/wiki/Athens).

Athens has no sky-
scrapers and is best
described as an enor-
mous “village.” There
is a rich sense of com-
munity and hospitality
among the residents
that extends to travelers. While the city
has been modernized in many ways, it
still retains many ancient buildings and
customs. 

Among the latter is the use of Kom-
boloi, or worry beads. First invented as
prayer beads centuries ago, worry
beads have become a way of simply

IDREW back the curtains from the
hotel window. The past twenty-four

hours of air travel had been difficult
with missed flights, long layovers, and
occasional sprints through terminals
to reach connecting flights. I won-

dered if this was what the Apostle Paul
went through during his journeys—
hurriedly leaving one city for the next,
usually at a moment’s notice.

It was late at night by the time our
group of six arrived, exhausted and
jet-lagged, in Athens. The first thing I
saw through the hotel window was the
temple. High up on the Acropolis and
lit with spotlights, the Parthenon al-
most looked as though it were still in
use. Wherever you are in the city, you
cannot help seeing it. 

Paul experienced this perspective
when he first arrived in Athens around
A.D. 50. He recognized the spiritual
darkness of the people by the myriad
idols around the city, and he attempt-
ed to lead them to the one true God
while stopping there on his second
missionary journey. 

Several years ago, I was part of an
undergraduate group that spent three
weeks touring mainland Greece and
studying many aspects of ancient
Greek culture, including Paul’s efforts
to share the gospel there. 

MODERN GREECE
Greece is often thought of as a col-

lection of islands with white adobe
dwellings surrounded by an impossi-
bly blue ocean. While the islands are
16
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A view of the Acropolis from the Areopagus, 
where Paul may have stood

passing the time. It is quite common to
see people (primarily men) in Greece
having conversations while clicking
the beads back and forth on a string
loop. Amber and coral are favored ma-
terials for creating the beads while
nonorganic materials, such as metals,
are avoided.

Greek food, like other Mediter-
ranean cuisines, is centered on meat,
olives, cheese, seafood, and bread.
Octopus, a national specialty, is
chewy when cooked well, but if over-
cooked it becomes rubbery and diffi-
cult to eat. 

Authentic Greek salad differs from
that served in many American restau-
rants. The genuine article features
chopped tomatoes, olives, diced cu-
cumbers, sliced onions, and crumbled
feta cheese, finished off with a drizzle
of olive oil. 

While history does not record Paul’s
diet in Greece, we do know that Greek
cuisine has not changed much over
the centuries. Grain, olive oil, and wine
were staples of the ancient Greek diet.
Depending on their region or occupa-
tion, ancient Greeks may have also in-
cluded fish, meat, goat cheese, and
vegetables (“Ancient Greek Cuisine,”
wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_
cuisine). In a port city like Athens,
seafood would certainly have been on
the menu.

Meat represents an important staple
of the Greek diet, as a vegetarian mem-

ber of our group found out quickly. At
every restaurant for three weeks, only
two dishes without meat were offered:
cooked beans or stuffed peppers. Our
vegetarian made it through with good
grace but avoided those dishes for a
while after returning home!

Gelato, or Italian ice cream, is pop-

A view of Athens from the Acropolis
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ular in most European countries, in-
cluding Greece. So tasty is gelato that,
at one parlor where our group
stopped, a little boy who was sitting
outside with his family and had fin-
ished his gelato was leaning over with
his arms outstretched toward the shop

and calling, “Ella mou! Ella mou!” Our
professor chuckled and later ex-
plained that “ella mou” means “come
to me.”

Of course, olives are an essential part
of both Greece’s cuisine and history.
Olive trees grow abundantly throughout
the country, and ancient Greeks used
them regularly in everything from
grooming practices to anointing kings
(“Olive,” wikipedia.org/wiki/Olive). An-
cient Israel, like Greece, utilized the olive
in many ways, and the Apostle Paul
used olive trees as an illustration in his
letter to the Romans (11:17-24). 

PAUL IN ATHENS
By the time Paul arrived in Athens,

the city had already existed for thou-
sands of years with its golden age oc-
curring during the fifth century B.C. At
that time, Athens was the leading city
in Greece, thanks to the political
leader Pericles. Democracy, the arts,
and other intellectual activities had
blossomed and contributed to the
city’s greatness (Mavromataki, Paul,
The Apostle of the Gentiles: Journeys
in Greece, Haitalis).

Sadly, this period did not last. By the
time of Jesus’ ministry, Athens had
been conquered by, respectively, the
Spartans, Philip II of Macedonia, and
the Romans. The Roman consul Sulla
also looted the city in 86 B.C., and it
took many years to recover from the
devastation (Mavromataki).

Despite this troubled history, the city

had managed to sustain some of its
past glory through its monuments and
idols at the time of Paul’s visit. Chap-
ter 17 of the book of Acts reveals that
Paul and Silas had had some success
in witnessing to the Jews of Berea, but
Jews from Thessalonica had followed

them and stirred up
trouble. Paul set off for
Athens ahead of Silas
and Timothy and sent
word for them to join
him as soon as possi-
ble (vss. 10-15).

While he was wait-
ing, Paul noted the
abundance of idols in
the city. Statues and
monuments were es-
sential elements of
temples, positioned
inside and also inte-
grated into their archi-
tecture. 

The Caryatid porch
on the Erechtheion, for

example, is one of the most famous ex-
amples of this practice. The
Erechtheion is a small temple located
near the Parthenon that was dedicated
to the deities from the city’s past. Cary-
atids are statues of “Korai” (young fe-
male figures) that serve as supporting
pillars to the roof of a temple. They are
remarkable for being gracefully carved
yet strong enough to support a tem-
ple’s roof (Mavromataki).

Paul’s “spirit was stirred in him”
(Acts 17:16) when he saw the city so
filled with idols. His reaction was to
dispute daily in both the synagogue
and the market “with the Jews, and
with the devout persons” (vs. 17). The
market referred to in this verse was the
Agora, an open space near the Acrop-
olis that served as the city’s center for
political, economic, and religious pur-
poses. The synagogue where Paul
disputed most likely would have been
located near the Agora.

The result of Paul’s daily disputes
was that, inevitably, he attracted out-
side attention. “Then certain philoso-
phers of the Epicureans, and of the
Stoicks, encountered him. . . . And
they took him, and brought him unto
Areopagus, saying, May we know
what this new doctrine, whereof thou
speakest, is?” (Acts 17:18-19).

The Areopagus, also known as Mars’
hill, is a large, rocky hill that sits west of
the Acropolis. Tradition maintains that
the Greek god Ares (called Mars by the
Romans) killed Halirrhothios, son of the

sea god Poseidon, for attacking Ares’s
daughter. Poseidon had Ares tried for
murder on the Areopagus (“theoi Greek
Mythology,” theoi.com/Olympios/Ares-
rath.html#Halirrhothios). 

The Council of the Areopagus, a
governing council that held power
over civil and religious matters in
Athens for centuries and tried cases of
murder, most likely met on the Are-
opagus hill (“Areopagus Greek coun-
cil,” www.britannica.com/topic/Are-
opagus-Greek-council). 

Whether Paul actually addressed
the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
on the Areopagus hill is unclear, but his
sermon would almost certainly have
taken place near its location. The
philosophers were curious about
Paul’s teaching because “all the Athe-
nians and strangers which were there
spent their time in nothing else, but ei-
ther to tell, or to hear some new thing”
(Acts 17:21).

He wasted no time in satisfying their
curiosity and even incorporated Greek
culture into his sermon so that the
Athenians would be able to grasp his
teaching. Paul’s references to the altar
to the unknown god, the lineage of all
people from one man (Adam), and the
poetry of Aratus and Epimenides gave
him a clear, respectful way to create an
opening for a full presentation of the
gospel. 

Paul concluded from the array of
idols in the city that the Athenians
were “too superstitious” (Acts 17:22).
So careful were they to not exclude
any deity from receiving worship that
they had even erected an altar to a
god they did not know. They wor-
shipped every god by name except
the One who made everything. This
gave Paul the perfect opening for his
sermon.

He gave a description of God that
included His creation of all mankind
from one man (Acts 17:26). Paul’s ref-
erence to Adam would have piqued
the Stoics’ interest, as they highly
prized the equality of all human beings
(“Stoicism,” bcf.usc.edu/~sbriggs/
Britannica/stoics.htm). 

Paul directly quoted two Greek po-
ets whose works were originally writ-
ten in praise of the Greek god Zeus.
Paul sought to show how the praise
given to Zeus by these poets was bet-
ter suited to the one true God. 

The Greek poet Aratus wrote the
poem “Phaenomena” to describe the

Caryatid Porch
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EVERYONE in America has ances-
tral roots in different cultures and

some in other countries. We have
been privileged to become part of this
great nation, and we must always be
grateful for that. We dare not ever for-
get where we came from. In the Bible,
we are reminded of this many times,
especially when the Scriptures refer to
“the stranger that dwelleth with you”
(Lev. 19:34).

The Israelites knew the significance
of being strangers in a foreign land.
They had been strangers in the land of
Egypt for more than four hundred
years (Exod. 22:21; Deut. 10:19; 23:7). 

Remember that our God has a spe-
cial place in His heart for the people of
Israel, His chosen people. They were
set apart to serve Him. He has loved
them more than He did other nations
(Deut. 7:6-9). (The Bible does not give
us any explanation for this except that
He is God and that He is absolutely
sovereign. He does not have to give
account to anybody.)

In order to understand what it might
have been like to be a stranger in ancient
biblical times, imagine this scenario. You
are taken captive by foreign soldiers and

are held against your will in
a land about which you
know nothing. You do not
know their culture, their cus-
toms, their patterns of wor-
ship, or anything about their
way of living. Worst of all,
you have no way of getting
back home. This was the
plight of the people of Israel.
Suddenly they were cut off
from everything to which
they were accustomed. It
was painfully unfamiliar.

In Exodus 23:9 we read
God’s instructions to His
people in which He ex-
plains, “Also thou shalt not
oppress a stranger: for ye
know the heart of a
stranger, seeing ye were

strangers in the land of Egypt.” This ar-
ticle explores the phrase “the heart of
a stranger,” for it has both psycholog-
ical and spiritual implications for us to-
day.

A biblical definition of “a stranger”
could be a foreigner, a temporary in-
habitant, a newcomer, or a refugee. A
stranger has willingly or unwillingly
given up what he has been used to
previously. Living in unfamiliar sur-
roundings can be torturous, at least
until he really begins to make sense of
his surroundings. A stranger does not
know what is acceptable or unaccept-
able in his new surroundings. He has
to learn as he goes and gradually
adapt to the new cultural surround-
ings. This also means that he can un-
wittingly make grave mistakes that
have serious consequences.

A stranger will likely have to learn a
new language to be understood and to
understand others. It works in both di-
rections. In Genesis, Joseph, having
been sold into slavery in Egypt, had to
learn a new language. He became im-
mersed in the Egyptian culture. When
his brothers came to Egypt, they did
not recognize him or understand what
he was saying (Gen. 42:8, 23).

Could you as a native speaker of the
English language do well in a land that
does not speak English? Sometimes
when we come across people from
other countries who have a hard time
with the English language, we fail to
empathize enough with them. “Why
can’t they learn to speak English? Af-
ter all, this is America!” is a typical re-
sponse. Knowing the heart of a
stranger means that we must under-
stand their language difficulties. 

A further consideration is the sub-
ject of food. Every country and culture
has their own unique foods. It makes
them feel connected to a community
of family and friends. Especially in the
large cities of the United States, we
find all kinds of restaurants that cater
to the multicultural environment in
which we live. 

Scripture reminds us that we dare not
forget that God has blessed us with all
spiritual blessings. Most strangers
would like to assimilate into their new
culture. But they cannot do that quickly
enough if those they live among do not
understand and reach out to meet the
needs of the heart of a stranger.

I teach at a Christian university. Of-
ten, I tell my adult students that the
longer I haved lived in this culture, the
more I sound like them! Assimilating
into a new culture takes time, and
strangers in our midst need our com-
passion and help in order to achieve
this. We must help! After all, other peo-
ple helped us advance to where we are
now. The Scriptures repeatedly re-
mind us that “ye were strangers in the
land of Egypt” (Exod. 23:9). 

While the Bible calls us to appreci-
ate “the heart of a stranger,” it is just
as important to understand that not
everything about a stranger may be
compatible with a Christian lifestyle.
The Bible reminds us that “strange
gods” can be hazardous to our spiri-
tual health. In Deuteronomy 12:30,
God warned Israel that they were not
to worship the gods of the surround-
ing nations, neither were they to in-
quire about them, for they would be-
come a snare to them.

Likewise, sometimes seemingly in-
nocent non-Christian practices can
creep into a church unawares. We
have to be watchful lest we unwitting-
ly incorporate such practices into our
Christian lives, thinking they are harm-
less. We could be opening the door to
evil. Scripture tells us that the people
of God were not to follow the customs
of the secular culture; rather, we are to
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as “wiles,” it describes the malicious
cunning of the devil. 

We also find the word “wiles” (nekel in
Hebrew) in the Old Testament book of
Numbers referring to the evil of the Mid-
ianites against Israel (25:18). In that con-
text, when Balaam was unable to curse
Israel, he counseled the Midianites on
how to lead Israel morally astray (cf.
II Pet. 2:15; Jude 1:11; Rev. 2:14). Then
in the book of Joshua, we find the word
“wilily,” describing the craftiness of the
Gibeonites when they lied to Joshua
about their background so they would
not be slaughtered (9:4). 

There is no question that behind the
evil and lies in these passages is the
devil himself, and he is still a liar and
the father of lies (cf. John 8:44). 

A major passage regarding the
Christian’s defense against the wiles
of the devil and his demons is Eph-
esians 6:10-18. It describes the armor
needed in spiritual warfare. Each item
is important, and one should note the
emphasis on “the whole armour.” A
soldier going into battle with only par-
tial protection does so at his own risk,
and it is the same with Christians. 

It has long been noted by many com-
mentators that the only part of a Chris-
tian’s armor used in offense rather than
defense is the Word of God. That it is ef-
fective was demonstrated by our Lord
Jesus in the Judean wilderness follow-
ing His baptism by John. There He
quoted the Word to the devil, who was
intent on making the Son of God sin.
During each temptation, Jesus
brought up the Word of God to Satan,
and he finally left Jesus alone, at least
for a time.

Jesus did not have time to grab a
Bible and concordance to look up need-
ed Scripture; He had a ready answer for
Satan. The believers of today need to
become increasingly familiar with God’s
Word in order to use it as Jesus did, for
one thing is sure: the wily and devious
enemy is still around, and he has not re-
pented or converted. He knows that his
time is short, and therefore he works all
the harder to defeat all those who name
Christ as Lord. God has supplied the 
armor; we need to wear it. H

THIS column wil l  examine two
words that reveal the sinister

character of the archenemy of those
who know and love the Lord. The en-
emy, of course, is Satan—the devil
himself. In comics and cartoons, Sa-
tan is usually depicted as wearing a
red outfit and holding a pitchfork in a
fiery pit. As comical as the image may
be to some, we must not let it take
away from the reality of Satan and the
fact of hell. Ultimately, there is nothing
remotely funny about either. 

In Scripture, the devil is described
variously as a “liar,” the “father of lies,”
and the “dragon,” to name a few. The
two words we will focus on in this ar-
ticle are “devices” and “wiles.”

DEVICES (noēma)
This Greek word basically refers to

minds or thoughts and is so translated
in the New Testament when speaking
of men (“minds” in II Corinthians 3:14;
4:4; 11:3; Philippians 4:7; “thought” in
II Corinthians 10:5). It is a reference to
rational ability. 

When the word is used for Satan, it
is translated “devices” (II Cor. 2:11).
“Schemes” or “designs” with evil pur-
poses are alternate translations and
help us understand the word better. It
obviously means that the devil is a real
person and a rational being; more to
the point, he is an evil being. 

Satan would love to usurp God and
receive the worship now going to Deity,
but he is actually a condemned and
sentenced being who will never
achieve his lofty goal. Frustrated in that
effort, he now directs his anger toward
the followers of the Lord and constant-
ly plots their downfall. Scripture warns
believers to be on guard against falling
for his schemes (Jas. 4:7; I Pet. 5:8).

WILES (methodeia)
As you look at the Greek word trans-

lated “wiles,” you can clearly see our
English word “method.” It is a com-
pound word made up of one component
meaning “way” and another meaning
“after.” It refers to a plan for something
to proceed in a certain direction. Found
in Ephesians 4:14 as “deceive” and 6:11

be separate from them (Col. 2:20-22; 
I John 2:15-17). As Christians we are
to set boundaries in our lives that are
scriptural and keep us “unspotted
from the world” (Jas. 1:27) around us.

Our Christian response to strangers
in our midst should be to show empa-
thy and compassion and to welcome
them. Yet we are not to allow any un-
godly influences to affect our relation-
ship with God. We are called to love all
people, for it is God who made us and
loves us all. While it is important for us
to understand the heart of a stranger,
it is equally important for us to be the
aroma of Christ (cf. II Cor. 2:14-15)
among them. When we encounter
strangers in our daily interactions, we
are to reflect Jesus to them with every
opportunity we can.

Unfortunately, the opposite tends to
happen more often. We often tend to
take on the customs of the world in-
stead of standing up for our Lord Je-
sus. As powerful believers, we are
called to be the aroma of Christ among
those with whom we live (II Cor. 2:15).
There is something to be said about a
Christian presence in the community
that others cannot resist. This Chris-
tian presence must be deliberate in
love without being obnoxious.

Jesus encourages us to be the “salt
of the earth” (Matt. 5:13). We are to
bless the stranger in our midst while
keeping God’s standards. Peter re-
minds us that we are but sojourners
and exiles on this earth (I Pet. 2:11).
This simply means that we are not and
cannot ever be at home on this earth.
We will always be strangers here as
we follow our Lord Jesus. Jesus Him-
self told us that His kingdom is not of
this world (John 18:36). He called us
to be His sons and daughters in His
kingdom.

We cannot deny that there is a very
obvious tension between the laws of
this world and the laws of God’s king-
dom to which He calls us. As strangers
and sojourners, we are just passing
through here on the way to our heav-
enly home. We wil l  meet other
strangers along the way, and we are
called to invite them into the new king-
dom prepared for us. Then Jesus will
say, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world”
(Matt. 25:34).

God calls “strangers” to be His chil-
dren. It is crucial to understand the
heart of the stranger to fulfill this sa-
cred calling. H
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A RANDOM evening of flipping
through television channels

opens one’s mind to just how many
problems we face as humans. Sit-
coms reflect the issues of society and
mock how we attempt to solve prob-
lems, whether financial, familial, so-
cial, or professional. Dramas offer a
more sober reflection on how these is-
sues can truly affect the peace for
which everyone longs. Reality shows
demonstrate how various individuals
interact with life on a daily basis, often
failing and developing various ways to
resolve the issues.

In addition to those types of shows,
commercials and infomercials con-
stantly present us with the latest solu-
tions for our everyday problems.
These encompass anything from filing
taxes to falling asleep or even fresh-
ening a car’s smell. After all, we as hu-
mans do not have time for miniscule
inconveniences! Why not solve the is-
sue with just a few dollars?

Such attempts rarely influence me
to act or make a purchase, but the un-
derlying philosophy often resonates
with me. This occurs because there
are so many times that I think the only
option in life is to take care of myself.
This is not because I am someone
special; my thinking is simply, “Well, if
I don’t take care of myself, then who
will?” In a world of so much uncertain-
ty, with a struggling economy, with
flawed leadership in the country and
even in the church, with incurable dis-
eases in abundance, and nations or
people groups trying to destroy one
another, how can I rely on anyone
these days? 

Whether you are a middle-school
boy being bullied by older students or
a single mom trying to avoid those
who seemingly want to take advan-
tage of you, we all find ourselves fo-
cused on meeting our most basic
needs of protection, security, and
comfort. We may not become com-
pletely shut off to the world or people
in general, but we certainly come
close to trusting only ourselves or our
closest friends and family. In a world
such as ours, who can blame us?

The problem with such a mindset is
that it eventually leads to constant
fear, worry, and isolation. We ultimate-
ly discover that there are as many
problems in our own ways of doing
things as other people have. The prob-
lems of the world—whether greed,
selfishness, unbridled anger, or im-
morality—lie in our own minds and
hearts as well, and we are just as
prone to failure as others. 

To whom can we turn? Will we con-
tinue to worry and try to solve our own
problems that we are (perhaps) re-
sponsible for in the first place, or will
we dare to enlist outside help?

There is a wonderful psalm that
addresses these issues and provides
two supporting arguments for calling
out for divine aid. Psalm 115 can
easily be divided into three sections
as I have done below, and the au-
thor’s exhortation to the original au-
dience, Israel, is just as relevant for
us today.

MY GOD (Ps. 115:1)
“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us,

but unto thy name give glory, for thy
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.”

The psalmist begins his song with a
plea for God to honor His own name.
The psalmist knew that his people did
not deserve honor or reverence or
even acknowledgment. The name of
the God of Israel deserved all the glo-
ry, and two of His divine attributes are
listed. “Mercy” speaks of God’s unfail-
ing covenant love that He had for Is-
rael. His “truth” most likely refers to
faithfulness to His Word and to His
people. 

God is known for these attributes,
and the psalmist begs for the Lord to
glorify Himself to keep His reputation
intact. Our attitude should reflect that
of the author. We do not deserve any
glory or honor or worship. The name
and character of God, His very nature,
demands a proper reverence. 

IS ABLE (Ps. 115:2-8)
“Wherefore should the heathen say,

Where is now their God? But our God
is in the heavens: he hath done what-

soever he hath pleased. Their idols are
silver and gold, the work of men’s
hands. They have mouths, but they
speak not: eyes have they, but they
see not: they have ears, but they hear
not: noses have they, but they smell
not: they have hands, but they handle
not: feet have they, but they walk not:
neither speak they through their
throat. They that make them are like
unto them; so is every one that
trusteth in them.” 

The God of Israel was being
ridiculed by the heathen nations that
surrounded Israel. The psalmist blunt-
ly called them to account for making
a mockery of the one true God. He de-
clared his unshakable confidence not
only that God existed but also that He
could do whatever He wanted. Yah-
weh had repeatedly revealed Himself
in ways that proved He is alive and ac-
tive. The foreign nations worshipped
man-made idols that were depicted
sometimes with the full anatomy of a
human being, but their clay bodies
were unable to do anything. The con-
trast between the idols and Yahweh is
clear: the former are lifeless and
meaningless, while the latter is alive
and more than capable of acting on
behalf of His own great name.

One of my favorite biblical stories
to demonstrate this remarkable con-
trast is Elijah and the prophets of Baal
on Mount Carmel (I Kings 18:17-40).
Because of her wickedness in wor-
shipping Baal, the kingdom of Israel
had been punished with a tremen-
dous drought for three-and-a-half
years. God then used El i jah to
demonstrate His power and faithful-
ness to His people.

Elijah proposed a challenge be-
tween Israel’s God and Baal. The false
prophets constructed their altar, pre-
sented their animal, and attempted to
convince Baal to honor their sacrifice.
They begged and pleaded all day long
for Baal to display his power by send-
ing fire down on the sacrifice. Nothing
happened. Elijah mocked their wor-
ship of a false god, and the people re-
alized that their images of Baal may
have had arms, a head, and a body,
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the image of His Son (Rom. 8:28-30).
He is a good and faithful God who
cares and provides for His children,
and He has much higher and better
purposes for us than we have for our-
selves. 

How foolish are we, then, to direct
our pleas elsewhere, to turn to our
own knowledge and supposed wis-
dom to resolve emotional, social, or
spiritual issues? How can we con-
stantly refuse to humble ourselves, re-
fusing to cast our care and anxiety on
Him (I Pet. 5:7)? The psalmist’s com-
mand for ancient Israel is just as rele-
vant for Christians in twenty-first cen-
tury America. We have an awesome
God who is alive and active, unlike all
the other things we may pursue as ob-
jects of worship.

CONCLUSION
Based on who God is and what He

can do, who else is worthy of our
trust? We certainly have both basic
and more difficult needs to meet. In a
fallen and dark world, our options
seem limited to three. 

First, we can live in a state of con-
stant fear and worry, knowing others
want nothing more than to advance
their own agendas. We can wake up
every day and check our bank ac-
counts to ensure that our personal
world was not ravaged in the night. 

Second, we may choose to focus on
our own efforts to provide security for
ourselves and our families. We may
take pride in our abilities and mock or
mourn the feeble attempts of others
who try to do the same. Ultimately,
though, the wise will realize that such
pride is actually disguised fear, since
we know that none of us are as pow-
erful as we think. 

This leaves the third option: relying
on a divine source for guidance,
strength, provision, security, and
hope. This does not mean our homes
will never get robbed, our bank ac-
counts will never be drained, or our
children will never be harmed. It does
mean that God’s plan and track record
are much better than ours. His power
and wisdom are infinitely greater than
ours. His sovereignty controls this uni-
verse toward His ultimate glory, and
our best interest is to tap into that pur-
pose. Our God is able to be trusted.
The only remaining question that each
person should ask daily is, Do I trust
Him? H

raelites, specifically the priests, are
encouraged to place their trust in this
awesome, able God. In addition, the
invitation is extended to all those out-
side of Israel who fear the Lord. This
refers to those who are not Jewish by
birth but who know that Israel’s God is
the one true Deity. All are called to trust
Yahweh, for He is the only one worthy
of honor based on who He is and what
He has done. 

God serves as a “help” and a
“shield.” He alone is capable of pro-
viding care, guidance, and protection.
He is the Great Deliverer, and with His
vast knowledge and immeasurable
wisdom and power, He is more than
capable of caring for His people.

The results of trusting Him are given
in the remaining verses of Psalm 115,
namely, blessing (vss. 12-13, 15) and
increase (vs. 14). As a result, Israel was
able to bless and praise the Lord (vs.
18). Their natural reaction would be to
sing His praises and revere Him be-
cause of all that He offered them as
their great God. 

In the context of the Mosaic
covenant, these blessings are clearly
not to be applied universally today.
God established a covenant with Is-
rael that had stipulations of blessing or
cursing depending on their level of
obedience (Deut. 27—28). Psalm 115
takes a slightly different approach to-
ward motivating the people to worship
Yahweh alone. Yes, He commanded
worship and obedience, but Israel’s
choice to disobey was in reality a lack
of trust in who God was and what He
could do. Disobedience equaled dis-
believing that His way was best, and
based on God’s faithfulness to do
what He had said, Israel was foolish to
ignore the covenantal relationship and
break His law. 

We are now under a new covenant
(cf. Jer. 31:31-34; Matt. 26:26-30);
however, the main principles still ap-
ply. Modern believers may not have
any ties to Jewish heritage, but they
worship the same merciful and faithful
God. They serve a God who is more
than able and willing to do whatever
He pleases, and He acts on behalf of
those who fear Him. He cares for His
people, and He always fulfills His
Word. 

One of the main problems is misun-
derstanding what those promises en-
tail. Too often we equate God’s faith-
fulness with health, peace, and
prosperity. In reality, His primary prom-
ise to believers is to conform them into

but the “god” really had no power.
Finally, Elijah constructed his altar,

soaked the sacrifice with water, and
prayed for Yahweh to consume the
sacrifice for the sake of His name and
His people. After a simple prayer, the
sacrifice was immediately burned up
completely, and the active power of
Yahweh stood in stark contrast to the
lifeless Baal. 

Another Old Testament story to
demonstrate such a distinction oc-
curred hundreds of years earlier. When
Samuel was a prophet of Israel and
there was not yet a king, the people of
Israel went to battle with the
Philistines. Israel was being beaten,
and they thought the situation could
be reversed by bringing the ark of the
covenant from the tabernacle to the
battlefield (I Sam. 4:3). God did not
honor their foolish decision, and the
ark was captured.

The Philistines placed their spoil of
war in the temple of their chief god,
Dagon (I Sam. 5:1-2). When the
Philistines entered Dagon’s temple the
next morning, they found the statue
fallen prostrate before the ark. (Per-
haps the wind had knocked it over.)
They set the statue back into place,
but when they returned the following
morning, the statue of Dagon had fall-
en again, and its head and hands were
broken off (vs. 4). Immediately follow-
ing this sequence, the Philistines were
tormented with a plague of tumors,
and they recognized that the God of
Israel was actively punishing them (vs.
7). Even the pagan nations that sur-
rounded Israel realized that Yahweh
was more powerful and active than
their own statues or supposed gods.

The point is that our God is not an
abstract ideal embodying power, love,
and glory; He is very active on behalf
of His people, and He has an incredi-
ble track record of working for their
benefit and His own glory. He is hon-
orable and worthy because of who He
is and what He has done. All other op-
tions for worship are hopeless “dead”
ends.

TO BE TRUSTED (Ps. 115:9-11)
“O Israel, trust thou in the Lord: he

is their help and their shield. O house
of Aaron, trust in the Lord: he is their
help and their shield. Ye that fear the
Lord, trust in the Lord: he is their help
and their shield.” 

The psalmist now calls for a re-
sponse from his audience. The Is-
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MORE and more these days, it
seems that our society is growing

increasingly hostile to the Christian
faith. Would it not be wonderful to see
the institutions of society become
friendly to the church again? We also
seem to have so little fruitfulness in
many of our ministries and churches
these days. Disgruntled Christians roam
from church to church, while the church
fails to impact the broader culture.
Would it not be great to see souls saved
and added to happy, unified churches in
a fresh season of fruitfulness? 

As a result of all this, we are tempt-
ed to get discouraged, and conse-
quently, our churches weaken, ex-
hibit ing less enthusiasm and
commitment. Would it not be great to
see renewed commitment and an
abundance of enthusiastic workers
mobilized for ministry? What can bring
this to pass? Maybe we can learn
something from Ezra, an Old Testa-
ment priest. 

Ezra served the Lord during the peri-
od of Israel’s exile from their land. He
was a priest in Old Testament times,
and he taught the people how to ap-
proach God, how to walk with God, and
how to pray (Ezra 7:10). It is evident that
Ezra was a praying man. It became his
task to lead a large contingent of the
exiles back to Jerusalem so that the na-
tion of Israel could be rebuilt in accor-
dance with the teachings of God’s
Word (vss. 11-28). As the enormity of
this undertaking came home to him, he
called for a season of prayer. 

In fact, multiple prayers were ut-
tered by Ezra in the book which bears
his name, but let us focus on a key mo-
ment of prayer found in Ezra 8:21-23.
This season of prayer came after all
the preparations for the journey back
to Jerusalem had been made. The
king of Persia had willingly agreed to
permit, protect, and assist the return-
ing exiles (7:12-26). Then, after all the
people were organized, it was time to
begin the journey (8:1-14). At that
point, Ezra proclaimed a season of

prayer and fasting (vss. 21-23).
What characterized this season of

petitionary prayer? First, it was charac-
terized by unusual desperation. The
journey the people were about to em-
bark upon was daunting, with the peo-
ple taking their children and all their
possessions. They would have been an
easy target for bandits or hostile tribes,
and thus they were anxious over their
welfare and safety. Ezra was also con-
cerned because he had not been will-
ing to seek the king’s military protection
(Ezra 8:22). Perhaps he was concerned
that he had been presumptuous when
he declined this help, telling the king,
“The hand of our God is upon all them
for good that seek him.” 

Ezra desperately felt the need for
God to provide for them and to protect
them. How desperate are we to have
God be our provision and protection?
We complain about the condition of
our country and churches, but have
we become desperate for God? Are
we desperate enough to call for sea-
sons of prayer and fasting?

We also see that this prayer was
founded on humility. Ezra knew that he
and the people could not pull off their
lofty ambitions unless God supplied
the way. Returning to the land and re-
building the nation was a God-sized
job. It could not be done without divine
provision. Ezra called for prayer,
knowing that human effort and strate-
gy alone would not be enough. 

In our day of strategies and know-
how, we may be tempted to think we
can have success without God’s help.
After all, we have the books, the con-
ferences, the technology, and the
knowledge to get the job done, right?
We know how to control outcomes. Or
do we? Maybe humbling ourselves
and saying to God, “God, we cannot
do it without you,” as Ezra did, might
make the difference. Reaching a spir-
itually adrift nation and revitalizing
churches is also a God-sized job. 

Finally, this prayer was character-
ized by fervency. Ezra called for fast-

ing, which always adds seriousness
and focus. The term “besought” (Ezra
8:23) denotes earnest seeking, staying
with a search until the object is found.
Old-time teachers of prayer used to
talk about “praying through,” that is,
praying until there was assurance that
the answer would come. This is how
Ezra led the people to pray. It was a
mighty season of prayer. 

The results of this season of prayer
were glorious. Several times Ezra re-
marked that “the hand of the Lord my
God was upon me” (Ezra 7:28; cf.
8:31). For example, the returning ex-
iles experienced the friendship and
help of the king and the authorities
(7:11-28), something we would love to
experience today. God also worked in
the hearts of His people to make them
willing to serve. God touched the
hearts of many who became excellent
servants (8:15-20). The nation was
also protected from their enemies
along the way (vs. 31). 

Later on, after they arrived in
Jerusalem, when sin and compromise
were found among the people, Ezra
again prayed and the people repent-
ed. From this came a renewed com-
mitment in the lives of God’s people,
just as they began living again in the
land of Israel (Ezra 10:10-12, 18-19).
Thus the people were spiritually pre-
pared for a new season of being es-
tablished as God’s people in the land. 

All this resulted from the leadership
of one praying man, Ezra. He led the
nation back to the place of prayer, and
God blessed them with things not
seen in Israel for many years. Some of
these answers to prayer were similar
to the very things we long for today—
the friendship of societal institutions,
fruitful ministry, and renewed commit-
ment in the church. 

Perhaps it is time for us to return to
the place of prayer and seek God with
a desperate, humble, and fervent sea-
son of prayer. We can see from the
prayer of Ezra what can happen when
God’s people pray. H
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manner? He evidently knew that the
sufferer needed visualization to let
him know how Jesus would heal him
and to encourage his faith in Jesus.
Thus, Jesus provided these visible
clues. As He touched the man’s
tongue with His saliva, the mute man
knew this saliva came from One who
performed miracles and could per-
form a miracle of healing so he could
talk again without impediment (or for
the first time). 

Then “looking up to heaven, [Je-
sus] sighed, and saith unto him, Eph-
phatha, that is, Be opened” (Mark
7:34). Jesus sighed (the Greek word
may refer to a groan). Perhaps this
was an expression of sympathy or of
distress because of the man’s suffer-
ing. Ephphatha is an Aramaic word
that Mark translated for his Gentile
readers (“Be opened”). The first word
the man heard made an indelible im-
pression.

“And straightway his ears were
opened, and the string of his tongue
was loosed, and he spake plain” (Mark
7:35). The bond that had held the suf-
ferer’s tongue and ears was released.
He began to speak plainly, and he
could hear again or perhaps for the
first time. 

Healing could be done in different
ways by Jesus. That He was not limit-
ed to one method showed His super-
natural power.

Hoping for a low-key reentry into
Galilee, Jesus asked those He healed
to keep silent. However, having all
knowledge, He knew not just that the
healed people would spread the word
but that the crowd who witnessed it
would do the same (Mark 7:36-37). 

This miracle was significant not only
for the man who was healed but also
for the proclamation of Jesus’ activity
as Messiah. May God help us to share
our faith in Christ as boldly as the
healed people and crowds did in 
Decapolis. H

ment was used in Scripture only one
other time, in the Septuagint (Greek)
version of Isaiah 35:5-6, “The ears of
the deaf shall be unstopped . . . and
the tongue of the dumb (mogilalos)
[shall] sing.” These verses propheti-
cally told of the power of the Messi-
ah, who was about to fulf i l l  the
prophecy that very day.

It was not necessary for the Lord to
touch a person in order to heal him:
see Mark 3:1-5 (a man with a withered
hand was asked to stretch it forth, and
his hand was healed) and 7:29-30 (the
Syrophoenician woman was told that
the demon had been cast out of her
daughter, and when she returned
home, her daughter was no longer
possessed by a demon and was in her
right mind).

However, this time Jesus healed by
contact with the sufferer: “And he took
him aside from the multitude, and put
his fingers into his ears, and he spit,
and touched his tongue” (Mark 7:33).
Jesus put His fingers into the deaf
man’s ears to indicate what He was
going to do for him and thus to help
him to believe. Two other symbolic
acts followed. He spit, and He
touched the man’s tongue with His
saliva.

Jesus took the man away from the
crowd to communicate by touch as
well as to heal by the spoken word.
This was a personal and private heal-
ing, showing Jesus’ desire to have a
personal relationship with the deaf-
mute man who had been the object of
pity for so long.

We are not told why Christ took the
man aside, away from the crowd. Per-
haps it was because He wanted to
avoid a show of vainglory or personal
gain. Perhaps He did not want any in-
terruptions from the crowd so that He
could make a deeper and more lasting
impression on the man who was about
to experience God’s power, grace, and
mercy. 

Why did Jesus heal in this unusual

ONE day, during the last year of
Jesus’ life on earth, He went up

on a mountain in the range bounding
the Sea of Galilee on the southeast
shore. This was the terr i tory of 
Decapolis, ten Greek cities in organ-
ization and culture situated chiefly
east of Judea. He had just come to
Decapolis from Phoenicia after heal-
ing a Canaanite woman’s daughter
f rom demon possession (Matt .
15:22-28).

Mark 7:31 tells us that Jesus pro-
ceeded northward in Phoenicia
through Sidon, then eastward across
the Jordan, and finally southward
through Decapolis until he reached the
Sea of Galilee.

“Jesus departed from thence
[Phoenicia], and came nigh unto the
sea of Galilee; and went up into a
mountain, and sat down there. And
great multitudes came unto him, hav-
ing with them those that were lame,
blind, dumb, maimed, and many oth-
ers, and cast them down at Jesus’
feet; and he healed them: insomuch
that the multitude wondered, when
they saw the dumb to speak, the
maimed to be whole, the lame to walk,
and the blind to see: and they glorified
the God of Israel” (Matt. 15:29-31).

Included in this group of sufferers
was a deaf-mute man and a blind man,
both of whom Jesus healed in an un-
usual manner. Mark’s Gospel records
these two unique healings of Jesus
(7:32-35; 8:22-25). This article looks at
the deaf-mute man’s unusual healing.

The extent of the speech impedi-
ment of the deaf-mute man is debat-
able. The literal meaning of the Greek
word mogilalos may be used of one
who is “speaking with difficulty.” The
narrative about this deaf and mute
man is found only in Mark’s Gospel.
Some in the crowd of people following
Jesus begged Him to lay His hand on
this fellow.

Mark’s use of a rare word, mogila-
los, to describe the man’s impedi-
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MANY years ago, a Bible college
professor suggested that Psalm

91 was a good passage to read to
those facing serious illness or surgery.
On numerous occasions, I have done
that very thing when visiting the sick.
Military chaplains have also used this
passage in chapel services when
combat was imminent. It has, in fact,
been called the Soldier’s Psalm.
Whether facing deadly dangers or not,
those in different situations can find
hope in Psalm 91. 

As you may know, the book of
Psalms was Israel’s hymnal and prayer
book. Like modern hymnals, the
songs and prayers of Psalms fall into
numerous categories. Some are joyful,
whereas others are somber in tone.
Since David’s authorship is ascribed
to about half of the psalms, their con-
tents are often related to actual events
in his life. 

Psalm 91, however, is anonymous.
That, of course, does not diminish its
value, especially for those facing dan-
ger. As alluded to above, both physi-
cal illness and warfare seem to be in
view by the author. 

Beginning very confidently, the
psalmist spoke of God in lofty terms.
He is “the most High” (Ps. 91:1), the
“Almighty.” He is both “refuge” and
“fortress” (vs. 2). Clearly, the psalmist
wanted to depict God as the One on
whom we can confidently rely. That
God’s people “abide under [His] shad-
ow” (vs. 1) implies nearness. 

Since we trust in God, we can be
certain that He will both deliver and
protect us. A “fowler” (Ps. 91:3) was a
person who laid traps for birds. Evil
people who have been inspired by the
evil one sometimes prey upon believ-
ers like unsuspecting birds. To use a
modern metaphor, life is like a mine-
field, as we do not know where danger
lies. Situations we assume to be safe
may pose great danger. People we
trust may turn against us. Even so,
God promises to deliver us from these
dangers, “from the snare of the
fowler,” as the psalmist put it. 

While most of us know that a “pesti-

lence” (Ps. 91:3) refers to some kind of
disease, the word “noisome” is rarely
part of modern vocabulary. Noisome
refers to something unhealthy, harm-
ful, or foul-smelling. For us, “noisome
pestilence” might be better translated
“deadly disease” or “fatal plague.”
Hence, this psalm can be fitting for
those facing a life-threatening illness. 

Using the figure of a mother hen, the
psalmist assured his readers that God
would “cover [them] with his feathers”
(Ps. 91:4). Undoubtedly, this was the
inspiration for William Cushing’s hymn
“Under His Wings.” Jesus also used
this image when referring to the unre-
pentant people of Jerusalem (Luke
13:34). 

Changing the figurative language
once again, the writer utilized a military
metaphor when he referred to the Lord
as “shield and buckler” (Ps. 91:4). A
“buckler” could be any kind of de-
fense, either a man-made rampart or
handheld shield. 

Since dangers can come at any time
of the day or night, the psalmist was
confident that God would be there to
protect His children. The danger might
be a flying arrow in the heat of battle
(Ps. 91:5) or a deadly disease striking
in the middle of the night (vs. 6). Sol-
diers might be falling all around us or
disease striking many near us (vs. 7),
but we will be protected. 

The above should not be taken to
mean that we will never suffer or get
sick, however. Both the biblical record
and personal experience tell us that
health and wealth are not automatical-
ly promised. After all, Job suffered
greatly, and Paul had to contend with
his “thorn in the flesh” (II Cor. 12:7).
While God may sometimes deliver us
from danger and disease, there are
other times when He gives us the
grace to endure. 

All things being equal, the righteous
will always fare better than the wicked.
Considering the supposed prosperity
of the wicked, another psalmist, A-
saph, considered this nagging ques-
tion (Ps. 73). But there is coming a time
when the wicked will face God’s judg-

ment. The “reward of the wicked” (Ps.
91:8) will be “everlasting punishment”
(Matt. 25:46). Consider, for example,
the account of the rich man and
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31). 

Putting the Lord first assures us that
we have a measure of protection not
afforded unbelievers. Hence, “there
shall no evil befall thee, neither shall
any plague come nigh thy dwelling”
(Ps. 91:10). 

One of the ways God takes care of
His own is through the ministry of an-
gels (Ps. 91:11-12). Though unseen to
us, these special messengers of God
assist His people in ways mostly un-
known to us. Times when we could
have been injured or killed may have
been due to angelic intervention. 

Interestingly, the above verses were
quoted by Satan to Jesus when he
tempted Him in the desert (Luke 4:10-
11). Significantly, Jesus responded to
the devil by also quoting Scripture:
“Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God” (vs. 12). This reminds us that
Scripture can be misapplied, even
used to get us to do the wrong thing.
Whether dealing with Psalm 91 or any
other portion of God’s Word, Scripture
must be understood both in its context
and in harmony with the rest of the
Bible’s teachings. 

Gaining victory over the “adder” and
“dragon” (Ps. 91:13), both references
to serpents, is noteworthy in light of
Christ’s victory over Satan in the
desert as well as in His death and res-
urrection. His victory is our victory
(Col. 2:15). The “young lion” (Ps.
91:13) was especially dangerous. Pe-
ter described Satan “as a roaring lion
. . . seeking whom he may devour”
(I Pet. 5:8). 

Because we are loved by the Lord
(Ps. 91:14), we are assured that when
we call upon Him, He will answer (vs.
15) by delivering us from danger and
disease. This, however, should not
lead to presumption. To presume upon
God’s mercy may lead to foolhardy
choices that are not God’s will and do
not make good sense. 

The bottom line for those who trust
in God is that they will be rewarded
with “long life” (Ps. 91:16). This, of
course, is a general promise and may
not apply in every single situation. As
we all know, the young sometimes
have their lives cut short because of
disease or accident. But more impor-
tant than long life in this world is eter-
nal life offered through the Lord Jesus
Christ. H
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the Lord’s return is getting close. 
I believe Jesus was referring to those

activities not as signs but as normal ac-
tivities that have occurred and will con-
tinue to occur throughout history leading
up to the events that preceded the Sec-
ond Coming. He was preparing them for
an absolute sign of the beginning of the
Great Tribulation (Matt. 24:21). That sign
will be the abomination of desolation (vs.
15). The other activities of history—the
wars, pestilences, and famines—were
to be seen as nothing more than birth
pangs of a cursed earth preparing for the
end. However, they are not signs them-
selves. 

In Matthew 24:15, the Lord referred
to a specific event that would take

Q. Matthew 24 says that wars and
rumors of wars are signs of the second
coming of Jesus. But since these
things have happened throughout his-
tory, how do we use them to figure out
how close we are to His return? 

A. I am quite sure I will upset some
readers with this answer, but you ba-
sically answered your own question
when you observed that these things
have happened throughout history. I
do not believe Jesus was calling them
signs at all. Some Bible commentators
have gone to great lengths to compare
earthquake activity in the present with
that of the past. They have done sta-
tistical comparisons of famines and
pestilences in an attempt to prove that

“Hallelujah!” sang the angels.
The Messiah came to earth
To demonstrate how much God thinks
A human soul is worth.
Christ left behind His glory and
Took on the form of man
To show us sinful creatures that
Our Father has a plan
To redeem us from the devil
And to bring us back to God.

That is why the path of pain
The Lord of glory trod.
He suffered here upon a cross,
At Calvary took our place,
So we’d escape the jaws of hell.
What sacrificial grace!
That’s why today our hearts rejoice.
Let’s join the angel throng
In singing praises to our God
With glad and grateful song. H

—Marilyn Dewey.

Bible Bookmark

How Close Is Christ’s Return?

BY JOE FALKNER

place that would be a sign of the end
of the age (see also Daniel 9 and 12).
He called it the “abomination of deso-
lation.” Some Christians are confused
by the phrase. An “abomination” is
something that people would consid-
er disgusting. “Desolation” refers to
the response of those who will be wit-
nesses of the sacrilege that will take
place in a future rebuilt Jewish temple.
That event will cause the Jewish peo-
ple to abandon the temple because of
the abomination. So it is, using all the
words together, the abomination that
will cause desolation. 

Historically, the Jews had an event
that prefigured this future event. In 168
B.C., the Syrian ruler Antiochus
Epiphanes set up an altar to Zeus over
the altar of burnt offerings and offered
a pig on the altar of the Jewish temple.
Because of that abomination, the
Jews desolated their temple. 

The Apostle Paul declared that the
same kind of desecration of the tem-
ple of the Jews would occur in the fu-
ture. In II Thessalonians 2:3-4, he not-
ed that a coming world ruler, the
antichrist, will set himself up in the
Jewish temple, which will be rebuilt in
Jerusalem. He will declare himself to
be God. Such an abomination will
cause orthodox Jews to desolate the
temple. It will mark the beginning of
the end for the world and will begin a
time of trouble so horrible that Jesus
said that no event in history will be its
equal (Matt. 24:21). 

Many Bible teachers believe that the
covenant, or treaty, made by the com-
ing world ruler with the Jews for sev-
en years will allow them to rebuild their
temple (Dan. 9:24-27). At the very mid-
point of that seven years, he will des-
ecrate the temple by declaring that he
is God and setting up some replica of
himself inside it. That event, according
to Jesus, will be the sign that the Great
Tribulation has begun (Matt. 24:15-21;
cf. Dan. 9:27). 

There is a big difference of opinion
among Bible teachers whether Chris-
tians will be here in that day to witness
those events. I personally believe the
Bible teaches that true believers will not
be on earth during that holocaust on
earth. The events of Daniel’s prophecy of
the “seventy weeks” (Dan. 9:24-27) are
specifically designed for the Jewish
people. Warning is given to the Jewish
believers who will come to Christ during
the first part of that seven-year period
through the evangelism of the 144,000

A Reason for Rejoicing

(Continued on page 29)
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JANET MORRISON is a Christian
who has been a teacher for over

thirty years. She is currently a private
school teacher in Parma, Ohio, where
she has taught for nineteen years. She
has been a Christ-follower since she
was a little girl.

“We attended church each week and
loved all the joys worship gives. We
never were allowed to skip church.”

Her parents made many sacrifices
so that her brother, sister, and she
could all go to a Christian grade
school and high school. At an early
age, she was taught how to pray and
how to always count on God.

“My Christian home gave me stabil-
ity and support,” said Morrison. “As I
got older, I did doubt my faith like all
kids do, but then during high school, I
had great role models who wanted me
to stay in the faith. When you repeat-
edly hear God’s Word, it makes you a
stronger person.”

Morrison said her faith was severe-
ly tested later in her life, when she was
thirty-five years old. The biggest
wake-up call from God was when her
sister died of cancer. 

“My sister Lynn, who was also a
teacher, died of cancer at the young age
of forty,” said Morrison. “She left behind
young children and a wonderful hus-
band. I kept asking, ‘Why would He take
someone who had such a love and pas-

sion for the Lord?’ I knew that His plan
isn’t always my plan. Time helps, but tru-
ly I miss her presence even now. You just
have to trust, which isn’t always easy.”

Morrison said her sister Lynn was her
biggest inspiration. “Lynn was the one
person who told me I could become a

teacher and live on my
own for the first time. She
told me that moving away
from home to start my
teaching career was OK.”

Being a Christian
teacher, wife, and mother
is all Morrison knows.
“No matter what hap-
pens, I know that God will
be guiding me,” she said. 

Morrison noted that a
home economics teacher
in high school inspired
her to become a teacher.
Her favorite aspect of be-
ing a teacher is sharing
the love of the Lord with
her seventh and eighth

graders. Her favorite subject to teach is
writing.

“You can see at an early age that
kids let their creative abilities flow,”
said Morrison. “I love to teach writing
because in every aspect of your life,
you’re going to have to use it. If you
enjoy it, then every subject that you
have will be a breeze.”

“What I like most about teaching sev-
enth and eighth graders is you never
know what they’re going to write about.”

Morrison’s advanced seventh and
eighth grade students compete in a
writing competition called Power of
the Pen. They learn how to express
their thoughts and ideas with prompts.

“I always do impromptu writing on
any topic that moves me for that day.
Kids write what they are thinking about
whatever word I use and express with
them,” said Morrison.

She stated that she not only wants
the seventh and eighth graders to
grow academically but also in their
faith. Some of her students may see
her teaching method as “pushy.”

“It’s an interesting concept that

people and students think I push the
students in academics,” she said. “I
don’t look at it as pushing the kids, but
you have to set high goals and expec-
tations. If I expect a lot from the stu-
dents, then they expect a lot from
themselves,” said Morrison.

Morrison also described what she
calls her “one-on-one time with God.”
She gets to school around 5:30 every
morning and reads the Bible and
spends time in prayer before starting
to grade papers and preparing for her
day of teaching.

“I love the solitude the ‘one-on-one
time with God’ gives me early in the
morning before I start teaching,” she
said.

The way Morrison overcomes ob-
stacles in her life is through prayer. “I
have to trust God in all situations—
that He knows what’s best for me,”
she said. “This is the really hard part
when I want to make all the decisions.
It’s never easy. Troubles follow us
everywhere.”

The school where she teaches has
chapel services every Wednesday
morning. Every student in every grade
participates in a chapel service. “All
the students in my class have to be a
part of the chapel service,” said Mor-
rison. “If they are not good speakers,
then they collect the offerings. You
never know how good you will be un-
less you start off with doing things you
don’t like to do. It is a lot of work and
time but it does get them ready for
their future faith walk,” she said.

Morrison loves the students’ taking
charge of prayers and chapel. Morri-
son commented on the eighth
graders’ belief that God and church
aren’t always relevant in their lives.
“They pray and go through the mo-
tions but don’t always get that urgent
need to show kindness and respect. I
love when my students start taking
charge of chapel time.”

Morrison stated she plans to teach
as long as she is able because she
loves her job so much.

“We constantly have to challenge
ourselves in teaching,” she said. “So I
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she teaches. “Many of the problems
are not about schoolwork. Kids have
tough times with friends, home, and
parents,” she said. “Sometimes there
is no easy answer, but the kids know
that teachers are there for them. I al-
ways like to end with a prayer.”

The school motto in 2015 was In-
still—Inspire—Ignite. Morrison con-
tends that there is no better motto
than that for a teacher. “I always get
nervous each year when I start school.
No matter how many years I do this, it
always makes me excited to start
anew. I get nervous when I have to
give chapels before the entire school.
Eighth graders are a piece of cake to
teach—kindergartners, not so much.”

The eighth graders are involved in
getting to know the kindergartners.
The staff calls them “kindergarten
buddies.” Eighth graders are paired up
with one or two kindergartners each—
to befriend and help with their home-
work and other tasks they have to do.
They also walk with them through the
arch at the eighth grade and kinder-
garten graduation. 

“The eighth graders have the privi-
lege of being a part of the kindergarten
buddy system,” said Morrison. “They
work throughout the year in so many
ways with them. We expect these big
kids to always lead by example.”

Morrison said there are always
some students from non-churched
families who attend the school. “We
welcome them to follow our Bible cur-
riculum. They have to cover all that we
cover, but we give them whatever aid
is needed. We welcome them to the
church family through activities and
other personal invites.”

Morrison said the biggest challenge
in her teaching career was when she
lost a seventh grader who was fighting
cancer. “When I lost Brian to cancer,”
she said, “his death was hard not only
on his parents but to every member of
his class. Teaching kids to know the
big picture—that God has everything
planned out for their lives—is never
easy.”

Morrison wants the best for her stu-
dents. She hopes they succeed at
whatever school path and career path
they choose. “There’s just something
in my heart that makes me love my job.
God gave me a talent, and I use it with
joy every day,” she said. “I hope I’m a
godly role model. I wish sometimes
that I could make all my kids just shine.
It’s not so easy, but I encourage them
to do their best.” H

her two boys loved being there. She
felt that was where she needed to be.

Morrison said her biggest achieve-
ment is watching her students, both
former and current, become success-
ful. “I’m teaching kids whose parents
were taught by me, so it’s special to be
a part of that.” 

A constant challenge of being a
teacher, she said, is the amount of
work it takes to teach, grade, and as-
sign homework, while at the same
time allotting time for her family.

“A hard part about being a teacher is
the amount of time that you really need
to give,” she said. “It can take away
from family time if you are not careful.
You have so much preparation to do be-
fore you even begin class. The state
now requires so many areas that have
to be done. I feel [as if] I am always do-
ing schoolwork. I’m glad that I enjoy it.”

Morrison has a motto to go along
with her teaching: “You’ve got to take
the good with the bad, smile with the
sad, love what you’ve got, and re-
member what you had. Always for-
give, but never forget, learn from your
mistakes but never regret.”

Morrison also uses a catchphrase
while teaching. It is “excuse me.” When-
ever a student says, “yeah, cuz” or “like”
in a sentence, she corrects them and
tells them to rephrase what they were
trying to say. She wants to teach them
proper ways to speak and write.

“If they say, ‘yeah, cuz,’ I correct them
by saying, ‘excuse me.’ I always try to
say this with a smile,” she emphasized.

Morrison said that sometimes
teaching and grading papers can be
difficult, but it is also a joy to be a
teacher and to have been teaching for
as long as she has. She considers
every moment she gets to spend in the
classroom a blessing.

“Honestly, sometimes it can be a
chore, but when I read the words and
answers the kids give me, I am totally
inspired at times. The work can make
me chuckle at times,” she said. “The
problem is it is a never-ending cycle.
Just when I get a pile finished, there is
another stack waiting.”

When Morrison needs advice on
teaching, she goes to her friends and
colleagues. “They give advice both
good and bad,” she said. “When the
days get too tough, I go to my best
friend, who is not a teacher, but she al-
ways puts the best construction on
everything.”

Morrison always tries to be available
as much as she can for the students

take classes outside of school during
the summer.”

Morrison pointed out that the teach-
ers and other staff adapt to the
changes the state requires the schools
to make with each new school year.
“We make all the changes that the
state of Ohio gives us in each area that
is taught. What a blessing that every-
thing doesn’t stay the same! We have
always continued to update our tech-
nology. We are always improving.”

Morrison said the years of being a
teacher have all flowed together, as
each year goes by. She cannot believe
it has been over thirty years that she
has been teaching.

“I took off eight years when my sister
died and to raise my sons when they
were younger,” said Morrison. So her tal-
ly for the number of years she has taught
is not as high as it could have been. 

Morrison said she has seen many mir-
acles happen through faith. “The power
of Christ has been at work the entire time
I’ve been teaching,” she said. Maintain-
ing contact with her students—watch-
ing them grow, get married, become
parents themselves, then return to enroll
their children in the same private
school—is a miracle in her view. “[God’s]
power has the ability to make all things
new. In my classroom are the words
‘Better the Kingdom.’ We all work to-
gether for His purpose and glory.”

Morrison loves to spend time with
her loved ones throughout the holi-
days. At Christmastime especially, she
has found so much joy watching her
students grow in the Lord. She also
loves watching her own family share
the love of the Lord at Christmas.

“Being a Christian mom outweighs
anything else. Even though they do
tons of things wrong, they are strong
enough to admit it,” said Morrison. “I’m
happy that they’re happy, and they are
still going to church and have the love
of the Lord strong in their hearts. As a
Christian mom, the love of the Lord is
what I want to instill in my students’
hearts. I have some students [who] are
not churched, so I try to reach out to
them as best I can. I want to show them
what the love of the Lord feels like.”

Morrison says she hopes the sev-
enth and eighth graders feel the love
of the Lord. “That’s why there are
youth services and youth gatherings
for the kids to go to, in order to show
them how to feel the love of the Lord.”

Morrison decided to come to the
school in Parma because she felt
God’s call on her heart to be there, and
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THEY dragged him out, unkempt
and ragged. He was a heretic,

condemned because he defied both
pope and king. After suffering in Vil-
voorde Prison in Belgium for almost
one-and-a-half years, his release
could not be secured. He was tied to
a stake and uttered one last prayer,
“Lord, open the king of England’s
eyes!” Following this, he was stran-
gled and then burned. Who was this
man? He was none other than William
Tyndale.

Born in 1494, not much is known
concerning this humble man. Howev-
er, his life and work have impacted the
whole world. His influence lives on to-
day.

William Tyndale was born in Eng-
land near the border of Wales, and
was educated both at Oxford Uni-
versity and Cambridge (Foxe, Foxe’s
Christian Martyrs, Barbour). While
there he excelled in the study of lan-
guages (including Hebrew, Greek,
and Latin),  the l iberal arts, and
Scripture.

Sixteenth-century England was very
corrupt politically, morally, and spiritu-
ally. The nation was Roman Catholic at
the time, and King Henry VIII ruled with
an iron hand. However, the king did
not have a male heir to the throne. He
was in a quandary on what to do since
both Scripture and church teaching
said that divorce was wrong. At the
same time, Reformers were crying out
against the abuses of the church: im-
morality among the “celibate” clergy,
masses held in a language the people
could not understand (Latin), and for-
biddance of the Bible to be translated
into English. 

When King Henry was approached
concerning these abuses, he refused
to allow the Bible to be printed in Eng-
lish or any reforms to take place in the
church. This could be due to a possi-
ble fear of the pope. However, this re-
sistance would change with his per-
ceived need for a male heir, especially
since an annulment would not be ap-
proved by the pope.

With no apparent heir, the king de-
cided to separate from the Catholic
church and appoint himself as head of
the newly formed Church of England.
Forthwith, he divorced his wife Cather-
ine and married Anne Boleyn (Smee-
ton, “The Bible Translator Who Shook
Henry VIII,” Christian History,
www.christianitytoday.com).

Prior to King Henry’s divorce and af-
ter his graduation from Oxford, Tyndale
secured a job as a tutor for the children
of Sir John Walsh, a nobleman in
Gloucestershire. The Walshes enter-
tained many well-educated men and
clergy, and often discussions would
center upon various Scripture pas-
sages. Sometimes they would talk
about the Reformers such as Luther or
Erasmus. Intense debates would devel-
op, which caused quite a stir among the
clergy. Once Tyndale exclaimed to a
clergyman who visited, “If God spare my
life, ere many years pass, I will cause a
boy that driveth the plow shall know
more of the Scripture than thou dost”
(Lane, “A Man for All People: Introduc-
ing William Tyndale,” Christian History,
www.christianitytoday.com).

Following this event, Tyndale be-
came strongly convinced that God
would have him translate the Bible into
English. The only English Bible previ-
ous to this was the Wycliffe Bible,
which was handwritten in the 1380s
and never published. Besides this, it
had been translated from the Latin
Vulgate rather than from original He-
brew and Greek, which resulted in
possible inaccuracies (Lane).

Tyndale then visited Bishop Cuth-
bert Tunstall in London, hoping to
gain church approval of his desire to
translate the Bible into English. He
realized that it was a futile effort and
soon resolved to leave England and
secretly do his work. One good thing
that happened during this time was
his receipt of financial support from
many Engl ish merchants.  This
proved a valuable asset in smug-
gling the Bible among the goods to
be delivered back to England.

After Tyndale went into hiding in
Germany in 1524, the New Testament
was translated and ready to be print-
ed. By 1526 smuggled copies of the
New Testament were circulated
throughout England. 

Of course, the Catholic church con-
demned this act, and Bishop Tunstall
decreed that all copies of Tyndale’s
Testament be purchased and ceremo-
nially burned as a public rebuke for
this defiance of the king’s and the
church’s wishes. Interestingly enough,
this buying up of Tyndale’s translation
actually helped Tyndale pay off his
debts and finance more copies to be
printed. God still received the glory,
and Isaiah 55:11 was proved to be
true! “So shall my word be that goeth
forth out of my mouth: it shall not re-
turn unto me void.”

Tyndale had become a marked man.
He had successfully defied the church
and state. The Bible had been printed,
smuggled into England, and was be-
ing read secretly by many. God’s Word
always performs its work. This made it
necessary for Tyndale to move from
place to place to prevent being cap-
tured.

While in Antwerp, Belgium, a fellow
Englishman by the name of Henry
Phillips befriended him. Meanwhile,
Tyndale had begun work on a transla-
tion of the Hebrew. He would not be
able to finish this task. Unfortunately,
his “new friend” villainously was able
to get Tyndale to come out of hiding
and take a walk with him on the streets
of Antwerp. While walking down a nar-
row alley, Phillips graciously allowed
Tyndale to lead the way. When a pre-
arranged signal was given, soldiers
suddenly apprehended Tyndale and
took him to Vilvoorde Prison. Here he
spent about fifteen months until his
execution (Edwards, “Tyndale’s Be-
trayal and Death,” Christian History,
www.christianitytoday.com).

The contribution of William Tyndale
can never be diminished. Soon after
his death, King Henry’s eyes were in-
deed opened. In 1537, the king gave

Testimonies of Faith
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permission for the Bible to be printed
in English. He stated, “If there be no
heresies in it, let it be spread abroad
among all the people!” (Curtis, “Did
You Know?” Christian History,
www.christianitytoday.com). Known
as the Coverdale Bible, it contained

constellations. He referred to Zeus as
the beginning, the one who set the
constellations in their places and or-
chestrates the lives of men. “From
Zeus let us begin / him do we mortals
never leave unnamed; . . . always we
all have need of Zeus. For we are also
his offspring” (“Classical E-Text:
Aratus, Phaenomena,” theoi.com/
Text/AratusPhaenomena.html).

The other poem Paul quoted was
“Cretica” by the Greek philosopher
and poet Epimenides. The excerpt
Paul quoted in Acts 17:28 is part of an
address to Zeus that tries to confirm
the deity’s immortality: “Minos, the
son of Zeus . . . said, ‘But thou diest

Following Paul Through
Greece: Athens
(Continued from page 17)

How Close Is Christ’s 
Return?
(Continued from page 25)

Christmas in John’s Gospel
(Continued from page 5)

owned. In contrast, His own people
(Israel) rejected Him (cf. Isa. 53:3). Je-
sus not only created the world but also
established the very Jewish nation
that rejected Him.
The proper focus (John 1:12-14).

God’s Son should be the central focus
of our Christmas, as we receive Him by
faith. In contrast to the eleventh verse,
unbelief is not worldwide. Many have
received Christ, God’s Son. This verb
emphasizes having a full confidence in
Him so that He is held firmly. To all who
receive Him, to them God gave the
power to become His sons. The fact
that God gave it removes any human
works or efforts from being involved.
We have the power, that is, the author-
ity, to become sons of God. We have a
birth relationship (cf. 3:3, 7). 

This occurs for all “that believe on his
name” (John 1:12). Of the many times
the Greek verb translated “believe” oc-
curs in the New Testament, John’s

(Rev. 7:1-17). When they see the “abom-
ination of desolation,” they are to flee
Jerusalem. 

Jesus’ point was this: When you see
wars, earthquakes, famines, and
pestilence, realize that those have al-
ways happened. But when you see the
rebuilt temple desecrated, you are to
realize it is an absolute sign of the be-
ginning of the Great Tribulation. H

If you have a question about the
Bible that you would like us to answer,
please send it to: Bible Bookmark,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Gospel has roughly 40 percent of those
occurrences. To truly believe in Christ
requires our commitment to Him to be
dynamic and constant. We must be-
lieve in His name. This is not the mere
word “Jesus.” In Scripture, “the ‘name’
is more than a label; it is the character
of the person, or even the person him-
self” (Carson, The Gospel According to
John, Eerdmans). This means we must
accept all that Scripture says about
Christ, without reservation.

John next expanded on that birth re-
lationship (John 1:13). We do not have
a new birth through any natural means
(“not of blood”), nor of any human de-
cision to have children (“will of the
flesh”), nor of any husband’s desire
(“will of man”). We only have that new
birth from a supernatural source (“of
God”).

Christmas must focus on God’s Son
because of His incarnation (John 1:14).
In this verse we find the reason for the
accounts given by Matthew and Luke.
The Word (logos) “was made flesh.” He
took on Himself a complete human na-

ture. In so doing He “dwelt among us.”
Luke portrayed Jesus in a temporary
manger (Luke 2:7, 12). John 1:14 says
that Jesus lived among people, using
the word for tabernacle, or tent. Paul
too spoke of the human body as a tent
(II Cor. 5:4), as did Peter (II Pet. 1:13).

The incarnation of the Son really oc-
curred. John and others beheld Him.
They were eyewitnesses to His glory.
That glory was the “unique splendor
and honor seen in Jesus’ life, miracles,
death, and resurrection” (Walvoord
and Zuck, eds., The Bible Knowledge
Commentary, Cook). God’s incarnate
Son, the baby in Bethlehem, brought a
saving gospel, which He revealed as
“full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

We rejoice each Christmas in the
marvelous reality that Jesus was fully
“Emmanuel, which being interpreted
is, God with us” (Matt. 1:23). John did
not emphasize Jesus’ human side as
strongly as Matthew and Luke did but
focused on the willingness of Deity to
take on mortal flesh in order that we
might become God’s children. H

not, for to eternity thou livest and
standest, For in thee we live and move
and have our being’” (www.jstor.org/
stable/:30067642).

Having respectfully referenced many
cultural aspects of the Greeks in order
to introduce them to the one God they
did not know—who was the only One
they needed—Paul was interrupted be-
fore he could mention the name of Je-
sus. “And when they heard of the res-
urrection of the dead, some mocked:
and others said, We will hear thee again
of this matter. So Paul departed from
among them” (Acts 17:32-33).

Despite being unable to finish his
sermon, Paul’s effort was not in vain.
He saw a small group of people come
to faith in Christ before he left Athens
for Corinth: “Dionysius the Areopagite,
and a woman named Damaris, and
others with them” (Acts 17:34). H

about 70 percent of Tyndale’s transla-
tion. Not only was his work so re-
spected and accurate, when King
James commissioned a new transla-
tion in 1611, “90 percent of his word-
ings appear in it” (Curtis). Even the
1952 Revised Standard Version re-

tains about 75 percent of Tyndale’s
wordings (Curtis).

Indeed, William Tyndale was God’s
covert missionary to give the English-
speaking world a translation of the Bible
that has had an impact to this very
day. H
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PETER CARTWRIGHT reined in his
horse and studied the churning,

roiling creek he had to cross. On sim-
ilar occasions, his mount had proven a
strong swimmer; but this creek, far ex-
ceeding the normal confines of its
banks, might prove fatal. Even if he
could get across, fourteen more miles
of flooded road and waterways stood
between him and his destination, the
Henderson River Mission. The preach-
er sat on his horse, contemplating the
risk. The year was 1832 in western Illi-
nois, and Cartwright was in his twen-
ty-ninth year of circuit riding. 

Earlier that morning, a good friend,
fearing a crossing would be too dan-
gerous, had warned the preacher not
to attempt it. Cartwright had consid-
ered his friend’s advice but, eager to
be on his way, had decided to rely on
God’s faithfulness and to push for-
ward. Upon their parting, the friend
doubted he would ever see the
preacher again. Cartwright had replied
that should a tragedy occur, “Tell my
friends that I fell at my post, trying to
do my duty” (Cartwright, Autobiogra-
phy of Peter Cartwright: Backwoods
Preacher, Carlton and Porter). And so,
sure that he was centered in God’s
will, the bold preacher, forsaking the
companionship and comfort of a
warm cabin, had pointed his horse
down the muddy road toward the un-
known. 

The first twenty miles had gone fair-
ly well. But then he came to the raging,
flooded creek. After much delibera-
tion, Cartwright decided that it was
prudent for a servant of the Lord to
temper courage with wisdom. So he
returned to a cabin he had passed ear-
lier and, even though the owners were
away, made himself at home. He ate a
simple meal and slept soundly in one
of the beds. The next morning, the
creek had receded enough for the
preacher and his horse to cross. 

Unshakable courage and tenacious
devotion was typical of the circuit-rid-
ing preachers of early America. As-

signed to cover hundreds of
dangerous miles, they rode
year after year, in simple
obedience to the Great
Commission. It is surmised
that Francis Asbury, one of
America’s f irst circuit
preachers, traversed over
three hundred thousand
miles by horse and carriage
(Cartwright). 

The l i fe of a circuit
preacher required a stern
constitution. He slept under
the stars in al l  types of
weather. He braved thieves,
hostile Indians, and tragic
accidents. Many did not live
past the age of thirty. He
was resolute through
swirling blizzard and swel-
ter ing heat, across treacherous
mountain shale, down steep, snake-
filled ravines, and through plains of
grass so high he could not see ahead
of him on horseback. Still, the circuit
rider boldly preached the gospel on
the emerging frontier, bringing tens of
thousands to Christ. With the open
prairie and wooded mountains for his
office, his saddle horn for a desk, the
itinerant preacher often read his Bible
while he rode. 

Peter Cartwright was one of the
most enduring of this amazing breed.
He was born in Amherst County, 
Virginia, in 1785. His father, who had
fought in the American Revolution,
moved the family to the Kentucky ter-
ritory when Peter was a toddler. The
Cartwrights traveled with other fami-
lies for safety. One night, Cartwright’s
father was on watch and, upon hear-
ing some disturbance in the brush
nearby, fired his rifle. Bringing a light to
the brush, the campers found a dead
Indian, still clutching his tomahawk. 

Reaching the Kentucky territory
safely, the family settled in Logan
County, a place so rough and full of
desperate characters it was called
“Rogues’ Harbor” (Cartwright). Here

young Peter grew under the influence
of an unsaved father and a Christian
mother. When Peter was nine years
old, Jacob Lurton, a circuit-riding
preacher, stopped at the Cartwright
cabin and asked to hold a preaching
service there. Though Peter’s father
was not a believer, he agreed to the
preaching.

Apparently, the Holy Spirit used Lur-
ton’s preaching and his mother’s con-
stant prayers and exhortations to
awaken something in Cartwright. Still
he continued in his sins until one night,
when he was sixteen, he came under
deep conviction. Spending that night
in prayer with his faithful mother pray-
ing beside him, he gained little peace.
He agonized for weeks over his lost
condition until one night he went to a
camp meeting and, after hours of call-
ing out to God for forgiveness, Peter fi-
nally surrendered to Christ complete-
ly. Within two years, at the age of
eighteen, Cartwright had saddled up
and become a full-time circuit-riding
preacher. 

His conversion and commitment to
the Lord’s service came at a crucial
time in the history of America. Just a
few years prior, in the new state of

Missions

A Voice of One Calling 
in the Wilderness
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A Virginia historical marker near his 
birthplace honors Peter Cartwright
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cally everyone on the ship crowded
around the two men, listening atten-
tively to the debate until the captain
erupted in a fit of temper, and it was
called off. However, later the passen-
gers asked Cartwright to preach to
them. He found that by God’s mercy,
even the wildest of sinners will re-
spond to an earnest witness reaching
out with the love and hope of Jesus
(Cartwright).

In 1856, finally heeding the urging
of many fr iends, a reluctant
Cartwright wrote his autobiography.
Here he calculated that, even though
he had “suffered enough to kill a
thousand men” and “murdered the
King’s English almost every lick,” he
had preached over fourteen thou-
sand sermons and baptized twelve
thousand souls (Cartwright). He had
faithfully been a voice crying in the
wilderness, encouraging the lost to
“behold the Lamb of God, which
taketh away the sin of the world”
(John 1:29). Eight of his nine children
lived to adulthood, and all nine came
to the Saviour. Yet he lamented not
having done more.

Has learning a little about the ad-
venturous life of Peter Cartwright
stirred something within you? Do you
believe the Bible is the only hope for
our nation and our world? Just before
ascending into heaven, Jesus charged
His followers to “go . . . and teach all
nations” (Matt. 28:19). While we may
not saddle up a horse or spend a week
on a steamboat full of scoffers, God
has work for each of us. Think about
the immediate circuit God has given
you. Do you know people who have
never heard the gospel? 

Perhaps God is call ing you to
share the gospel in a remote area of
the world. For instance, according to
one mission board here in the United
States, 70 percent of the people in
the Appalachian Mountains are spir-
itual but unchurched (“Appalachian
Regional Ministry,” www.namb.net).
Are you willing to forsake comfort
and ease to brave the churning wa-
ters of doubt and fear? Will you trust
God’s providence and become a
voice of one calling out in the wilder-
ness? Peter Cartwright’s life brings
to mind the line written by another
preacher, “Only one life, twill soon be
past. Only what’s done for Christ  will
last” (“C. T.  Studd Quotes,”
www.mybible quotes.com ). H

grabbed his would-be assailant and
pulled him to the ground. Seeing this,
the leader of the drunken group,
armed with a club, raced his horse at
Cartwright. Again the preacher stood
his ground, and when the mounted
man missed his mark and lost his bal-
ance, the preacher boxed him in the
ear, and the man fell off his horse. En-
couraged by this, the other believers
quickly rallied and overcame and ar-
rested the ruffians. 

When the preaching resumed, the
Holy Spirit came upon the crowd to
such an extent that more than “three
hundred fell like dead men in mighty
battle,” resulting in nearly two hun-
dred conversions (Cartwright). In not
retreat ing, th is rust ic preacher
proved the truth of God’s Word: “Nay,
in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him that loved
us” (Rom. 8:37). Cartwright, by the
leading of the Holy Spirit, routinely
took this type of bold stand for
Christ. 

Perhaps his full reliance upon God’s
provision and care, plus his courage
and tenacity in the face of difficulty,
account for his more than sixty years
of successful service. Expending his
life on the belief that “nothing but the
principles of the Bible can save our
happy nation or the world,” this hum-
ble man from the frontier of Kentucky
preached, at times, from Mississippi
to Minnesota (Cartwright).

On his first ride on a steamboat,
Cartwright had another adventurous
time while proving God’s ability to
reach the lost under hostile circum-
stances. This incident occurred in
1827. Cartwright and two other
preachers met in St. Louis where they
boarded the Velocepede on their way
to a conference in Pittsburgh
(Cartwright). The Christians soon dis-
covered they were in poor company
when finding that even the captain
was a drinker and a gambler. One of
his companions by the name of
Thompson told Cartwright he could no
longer stand the sinful behavior and
was going to confront the whole ship
of sinners. Cartwright cautioned him
not to “cast your pearls before swine,”
suggesting they bide their time. Then
Cartwright set to work. He cornered
selected individuals as the opportuni-
ty arose and chastised them for their
conduct and sinful condition.

A few days into the voyage, the cap-
tain asked Cartwright to debate him in
the believability of Christianity. Practi-

Kentucky, the Holy Spirit had touched
thousands of attendees at revival
camp meetings in Cane Ridge and
Red River, thus initiating the Second
Great Awakening that spread through-
out the country. 

The pioneer circuit rider traveled
light. He provided his own horse and
tack. Aside from jerky for himself and
dried corn for his horse, his saddle-
bags contained only a Bible, a hymnal,
and some tracts. He had a coat and
the clothes he wore. His pay was less
than fifty dollars a year. His message—
the pure gospel. What simplicity of
purpose!

This was not a life of ease, however.
Cartwright consistently relied on “Him
in whom I had believed” (Cartwright).
Once, after having been on the circuit
for three years, Cartwright was hun-
dreds of miles from his parents’ home
with only seventy-five cents to his
name. His horse had gone blind. His
saddle was worn out, and his clothes
were patched in multiple places. Still,
despite the meager pay, he married
and raised nine children. 

Throughout his service, Cartwright
lived by the motto “Never retreat till you
certainly know you can advance no fur-
ther” (Cartwright). Relying on God’s
grace and the abiding wisdom of Scrip-
ture, this rugged, unyielding preacher
dealt squarely with all obstacles and
circumstances. Curses were called
down upon him by those claiming di-
vine revelation while espousing false
doctrine. Cartwright stood against
preachers who drank whiskey or chal-
lenged the basic tenets of the gospel.
Once, while he was preaching, a man
intent on disrupting the service had col-
lected a bunch of frogs with the idea of
placing them down Cartwright’s collar
as he bent over to pray with the repen-
tant. Instead, nearing the altar, the man
fell under strong conviction and came
to repentance. 

Nor did Cartwright retreat when
confronted by those who wanted to do
him physical harm. While preaching at
another camp meeting, he was ap-
proached by some thirty or so rowdies
on horseback. They were “armed with
dirks, clubs, knives and horse-whips”
and threatened to break up the
preaching (Cartwright). When no one
else among the believers would con-
front the men, Cartwright, came down
from the pulpit and stood against
them. One man charged his horse di-
rectly at Cartwright, intending to strike
him with a whip. The preacher
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MELODY dawdled over breakfast.
She hated it when she and Dave

fought. He had stomped out to his
truck to leave for work, while she sat
there pushing cereal around her bowl.

Tyler, their twelve-year-old son, kept
his eyes focused on his toast, his
mouth shut.

“Do you have basketball practice
tonight?” Melody asked.

“Yes.”
“What time?”
“Five thirty.”
She sighed. There was no way she

could get home from work in time to
pick him up. “I’ll see whether your dad
can take you.”

“Randy said he and his dad could
take me.” Tyler stood, carried his plate
to the sink, and paused. 

“I’ll check with Dad first and let you
know after you get home.”

“OK,” he said as he headed for his
room.

Melody dashed to pick up the rest of
the dishes and then headed for the
shower. She was running late. Every
day, her life rushed by like a fast train
without brakes. She hated it. She won-
dered when everything had become
so complicated.

With contracts to double-check,
clients to call, and reports to order,
four thirty came quickly for Melody.
Her cell phone rang. It was Tyler.

“Hi, Mom,” he said. “The bus was run-
ning late, but I’m home. Is Dad picking
me up, or is Randy’s dad taking me?”

She had forgotten to talk with Dave
about Tyler’s basketball practice. “I’ll
check and call you back.” She tapped
out a quick text to Dave.

His answer was brief: “Tied up until
six.”

Melody called Randy’s mother, her
friend Heather. “Sorry to call at the last
minute. The day got away from me.
Neither Dave nor I can get away from
work in time to take Tyler to practice
tonight. Can you take him?”

“No problem. Randy and his dad will
swing by there on the way. Cody needs
his star player,” Heather said, laughing.

“Oh, thank you. I’ll pick him up after

practice. I sure appreciate the help,”
Melody said.

“You’d do the same for me. We have
to help each other,” Heather replied.

Melody called Tyler and told him the
plans. “Don’t forget to take your hoodie.
The air is pretty cold.”

“Sure, Mom.”
She turned back to work, keeping

an eye on the clock so that she could
leave work by six forty-five in time to
pick up Tyler from practice.

Later, while she stood to watch the
team disperse, a voice sounded be-
hind her.

“Tyler’s shot is stronger this year, but
I should work with him tomorrow
evening on his accuracy.” Dave had
slipped in to watch. He smiled at her,
a sign of reconciliation.

He still had the power to jolt her
heart, even after all these years. She
looped her arm through his. “He’d like
that,” she said.

Tyler came running to them. “Did
you see my shooting?” he asked.
“Coach says he may try me out at the
first game! What do you think?” He
looked up at his dad.

Dave tousled his hair. “With a little
more practice, I think you’ll be ready.”

The three headed toward their two
cars, each parent with an arm around
their son in the middle.

Melody sent Dave for hamburgers,
while she and Tyler headed home. Af-
ter they devoured dinner, Tyler began
homework, Dave started phone calls
for work, and Melody did laundry.

By nine thirty, Melody and Tyler met
in the den. They began to watch a sil-

ly television show that she found re-
pulsive and switched off at the first
commercial. Tyler was playing a game
on his phone, anyway.

“Did you finish your homework?”
Melody asked Tyler. 

“Nearly. I need help with my algebra.”
“Math is your dad’s department. Get

him to help you.”
“But he’s busy,” he answered, look-

ing dejected.
She stomped out to the garage, which

on warmer days had become more of a
man cave, a place where Dave could
discuss business without disturbing his
family. Now he sat on a stool, watching
a football game on the garage TV.

“What are you doing? Tyler needs
you,” she said very pointedly.

“Why?” Dave replied with a scowl
on his face. 

“He needs help with his math.”
“OK.” He went inside.
She cringed, her fists clenched. She

thought to herself that she should not
have to go looking for her husband.
Tyler was his son too. Taking a deep
breath, she tried to calm down before
going back into the house.

As usual, the midnight hour neared
by the time the three finished every-
thing they needed to do and went to
bed. Fatigue weighed on Melody, but
her mind still spun. The six o’clock
alarm seemed to sound too soon. She
had slept very little.

Crawling from the warm bed, her feet
touched the cold, hardwood floor. She
flinched. It was the beginning of anoth-
er day, but she felt anything but fresh.

She downed a cup of coffee while

Adults
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weights were attached to her body.
The next weekend, she put down

her foot. “If the team plays on Sunday
morning, Tyler won’t be there.”

She and Dave fought about it. Tyler
cried but Melody won the battle, and
they went to church.

With the beautiful music, Melody’s
heart lifted. The weights lessened their
hold on her body. Dave grinned. His
arm slipped around her shoulders.
“Thanks for standing firm on missing
this morning’s game.”

Was this what “all these things”
meant that were added to their lives?
She wanted to sing all day, but the ser-
mon brought needed, thought-pro-
voking truth. The pastor preached on
Deuteronomy 5:8-9: “Thou shalt not
make thee any graven image . . . for I
the Lord thy God am a jealous God.” 

Melody’s heart began to beat faster,
and she could feel her cheeks flush.
The heat traveled down her neck. She
thought to herself, Putting travel bas-
ketball, or anything else, above God
was making an idol of it.

Melody watched as Tyler went to the
altar. Tears filled his eyes. Other kids
gathered around him in prayer. 

Melody felt a tug pulling at her heart,
drawing her to the altar. She rose to her
feet and went to the front. A good friend
knelt beside her and prayed with her.

With the encouragement, Melody
bared her soul to the Lord and prayed
for wisdom. A weight lifted off her
shoulders. She and her friend hugged.
When she stood, she noticed a cluster
of men around Dave, who had come
forward also.

Their family was putting God first, and
He would direct their paths. As she
walked to the car, her steps were light.

Before leaving the parking lot, Dave
told the family his intentions. “I am go-
ing to call Coach Cody. Tyler, you will
be faithful to the team, but no more
playing on Sunday morning and no
practices on Wednesday night. Deal?”

“Deal!” Tyler said.
All Melody could do was nod and

wipe her eyes.
Dave made his call, putting it on

speaker-phone.
“I understand,” the coach said.

“What about out of town games?”
Dave summarized the stand his fam-

ily had agreed upon: “We will always put
God first.” He disconnected and spoke
to his wife and son. “I want us to slow
down and let God direct our lives.”

“Praise the Lord!” Melody
rejoiced. H

Dave chimed in. “Your mom is right.
You don’t know how long the games
will go on Saturday and Sunday.”

Tyler nodded and went to dress for
school.

Dave gave Melody a quick kiss and
left.

With a glance at the kitchen clock,
she realized she was running late.
Prayer time would have to be post-
poned. She faced another busy day.

The next two days were filled with
work and more basketball practices.
The family missed Wednesday night
church. Melody was exhausted, and
she knew Dave and Tyler were also.

Saturday dawned with bright sun-
shine. She packed some food since
the first competition venue was an
hour’s drive away. 

Her friend Heather laughed when
Melody complained. “This game is
close-by. We have one 200-mile trip
and one that will take us 450 miles
from home.”

“That’s ridiculous!” Melody had
naively thought all games would be
within a hundred-mile radius.

“That’s a travel team for you. During
the season, your leisure time belongs to
the team,” Heather informed her friend.

Tyler’s team won the first game and
then the second. At that point Melody
learned that the first game Sunday
would be at 9:00 A.M.

She and Dave argued all the way
home. He believed Tyler had made a
commitment to be there for the team.
Melody believed nine o’clock on Sun-
day morning was God’s time.

“We haven’t been to church in three
weeks, Mom. What can it hurt to miss
one more Sunday?” Tyler questioned.
Melody’s stomach churned.

“One more Sunday,” Dave said. “I
doubt the next tournament will fall that
early on Sunday.”

“I guess that’s true.” Verses from her
Bible study days flashed to her mind.
She thought, “Seek ye first the king-
dom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added
unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

“Just this once,” she said.
But it was not just once. Distance,

times, and a winning streak kept them
from church three more Sundays.

They found themselves working
on Tyler’s homework at eleven at
night. Laundry stacked up, with brief
moments to wash Tyler’s uniform in
time for the next game. Dave be-
came crankier. Tyler fell asleep at the
dinner table.  Melody fe l t  as i f

Dave showered. He reached the
kitchen and got his cereal before he
said, “Good morning.” 

Tyler dragged himself to the table as
Melody handed him toast. Dave
slurped the last of his milk, pecked her
on the cheek, hugged his son, and
moved toward the back door.

“Busy day today?” Melody asked.
“Oh, yes. We have auditors in the

warehouse.” He shook his head.
“I hope it goes well!” she said.
He paused. “Thanks,” he replied.
She added, “When you get home

tonight, we need to talk.” She watched
his eyes cloud.

He rubbed his chin, a sure sign he was
irritated, and grunted. “About what?”

“Our lives. We haven’t been to church
since before Christmas,” she said.

His body stiffened. Again he rubbed
his chin. “It’s just been so hectic lately. I
need Sunday mornings to recuperate.”

At that, Tyler turned before leaving the
room and said, “I forgot to tell you. Our
first basketball tournament is this week.”

“Oh?” Melody began. “Cody hasn’t
sent me the schedule yet.” She sound-
ed tired, and she knew there would be
no rest this weekend.

“Oops!” Dave said.
“What’s ‘oops’?” Melody said with a

glare.
“He texted the schedule to me,” Dave

admitted. He grabbed his cell phone.
“Here, I’m forwarding it to you. I forgot.”

“And just when did you get it?”
Melody asked.

“Two days ago. I really am sorry.
Work has been so hectic,” Dave said
apologetically.

She sighed and answered. “I know.”
She did know. The same thing had

been happening to her. The demands
of clients and bosses stripped her
mind of all else during the day. 

“It’s OK,” she said to Dave as she
turned to Tyler and continued. “I see
your first game is at nine on Saturday
morning. It lists Sunday too but doesn’t
give a time.”

“It depends on our winning on Sat-
urday, so we won’t know until we
play,” Tyler said.

“I see,” Melody replied. This was
Tyler’s first year in travel basketball.
For years, he had played well in the
city league. His travel team coach had
approached them two years ago, but
until Tyler improved academically, they
had refused to let him join the team.
“You’ll need to do whatever homework
you have on Friday evening.”

“Aw, Mom,” Tyler whined.
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Q. I am a Christian, and I follow God
my own way. Do I really have to go to
church?

A. I once heard a story about a
church member who told his pastor
with some enthusiasm, “Pastor, I am in
the Lord’s army.” The pastor respond-
ed with, “Then how is it I don’t see you
in church?” The man replied, “I am in
the reserves.” Some Christians, such
as the gentleman in our story, claim
that they do not have to be in church—
they practice their “spirituality” be-
tween God and themselves. They
claim that the practice of their religion
is a private matter.

If an excuse for not attending
church exists, those who need to use
it will find it. The devil would be happy
if all of us stayed away from the one
place that can make us stronger Chris-
tians. Some of the excuses I have
heard over the years include these:
“Those Christians are all phony,” “I
don’t like the pastor,” and “I am not
good enough to go there!” All these
pretexts sound really convincing, es-
pecially for someone who is looking to
excuse his behavior.

The Bible consistently teaches about
our need for Christian community. The
Greek word for church is the word
ekklesia, which can simply mean the
“called-out people of God.” We are
saved and then called out from our
homes to bear His name and be wit-
nesses for our Lord in the community
around us. We also need to be nurtured
and to grow spiritually. Yes, we can do
that on our own, but in doing so, we
lose out on the communal aspect in
which we rely on like-minded others to
help us on our Christian journey.

In Scripture, we read that Jesus, a
Jew, modeled a good example for us by
going to a house of worship every Sab-
bath. Luke reminds us that “as his cus-
tom was, he went into the synagogue on
the sabbath day” (Luke 4:16). 

Later, in Acts 20:7 we read that the

disciples came together on the first
day of the week to break bread. After
Jesus’ death, in accordance with His
wishes, they gathered together to cel-
ebrate holy communion. It was an act
of worship.

Some have said, and rightly so, that
a church gathering together is like
blazing coals in the cold winter. It gives
us warmth. But when we take one of
those red-hot coals and set it apart
from the rest, we see that it is extin-
guished very quickly. This is the
essence of Christian growth. The anal-
ogy makes an effective illustration of
the need for us to be in church. 

Today we hear the frequently re-
peated alibi, “I watch church on televi-
sion.” While that can be good, it is not
an effective way to connect with the
body of Christ or with the church lead-
ers who share the responsibility to
help us grow in Christ. There is some-
thing to be said about effective pas-
toral care for church members. One of
my former professors used to refer to
the effective “gift of pastoral pres-
ence,” referring to the local and tangi-
ble body of Christ.

The Bible also refers to those who
love Jesus and follow Him as “the
body of Christ.” When we speak of the
body, we are talking about a unity of
parts that are carefully held together
(I Cor. 12:12). We are all different but
through Jesus, we hold one another
up and support one another. We grow
together in Him (Eph. 2:21; 4:16).

Hebrews 10:25 reminds us of the im-
portance of “not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together” for the pur-
pose of exhortation and much more so
as we “see the day approaching.” H

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@union
gospelpress.com (subject line:
Counseling Corner).

Book Reviews
Brantly, Kent and Amber. Called for Life: How
Loving Our Neighbor Led Us into the Heart
of the Ebola Epidemic. Colorado Springs:
WaterBrook & Multnomah, 2016.

At the very outset of this review, I
want to tell readers that they will never
be the same after having read this
book. Before I review a book, I look at
the table of contents so I can discover
the author’s progression toward his
goal in writing the book. 

The six major parts of this book are:
Crisis, Called to Serve, Fighting Ebola,
Tested Positive, Rescued! and Next
Steps. These headings outline how Dr.
Kent Brantly handled being diagnosed
with the dreadful Ebola disease while he
and his wife were serving as medical
missionaries through Samaritan’s Purse
in Liberia. 

Franklin Graham, head of Samaritan’s
Purse, along with Max Lucado, Ravi
Zacharias, and a number of others gave
high praise for this stirring book. 

I strongly urge all who want to grow in
their walk with God to read this book. 

Enns, Paul. Living the New Testament: Daily
Readings from Matthew to Revelation.
Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 2010. 

In this enjoyable and helpful devo-
tional, the author presents his infor-
mation chronologically from January 1
to December 31. He includes on each
page a title, the Scripture passage to
be read, a summary of the content of
the passage, and applications for the
reader today. 

This is indeed an effective way to
read the New Testament. Enns calls on
the reader to consider how each pas-
sage applies to his daily life. This is
very important to every believer. 

The author is a pastor, a teacher,
and a theologian. This work will en-
courage you and show you how to ap-
ply God’s Word each day. The inspira-
tion of Scripture will stimulate the
reader and challenge his walk with
God. 

I recommend this book and urge
each reader to read and reread it. This
work could easily be used in a home
Bible study class or in a Sunday
school class, for preteens through
adults. It would be a good idea to ask
your students how they plan to make
the most of each section of this book.
Encourage them to give serious atten-
tion to their walk with God. H

—Robert P. Lightner.
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it is my meditation all the day.”
Berding points out that the New

Testament authors included over three
hundred direct quotations from the
Old Testament. This clearly shows that
the New Testament authors knew the
Old Testament. Indeed, their minds
were saturated with it. We should fol-
low their model!

Berding also offers three major rea-
sons for the current ignorance about
the Bible. One is misplaced priorities.
Meditating on God’s Word is something
every Christian should do. Nothing is
more central to the Christian life! Com-
peting with this absolute priority for the
Christian are TV, social networking, and
video games, among many other pas-
times. But as Berding suggests, “We
need a revival of the Bible.” It must be
our priority. A second reason for the
current biblical illiteracy is unwarranted
overconfidence. This reason stems
from an arrogance, a near hubris, that
manifests itself in this sentiment: “We
already know more of the Bible than we
put into practice anyway” (Berding).
Going to Sunday school, AWANA, or
youth group as a child, or to our re-
spective small groups as adults, does
not equate with knowledge of and
meditation on God’s Word. To ignore or
deny this is really a sin for which we
need to repent.

A third reason for the current igno-
rance of the Bible is distractions and
the pretext of being too busy. There is
little doubt that American Christians
are busy—outrageously so. But we
schedule what we believe is impor-
tant; hence, it is imperative that we as
Christians simply schedule the read-
ing of God’s Word. 

As we see the time of Christ’s return
approaching, American churches and
especially youth ministers must recover
the centrality and urgency of Bible read-
ing, of biblical teaching and preaching,
and adamantly refuse to sideline this
priority. We often pray for revival, but
perhaps the basic premise of revival is
that we need a revival of the Bible. H

the highest commitment to essential
Christian doctrines: “77% believe the
Bible is accurate; 70% believe Christ
was sinless. Only 56% believe Satan
is real,” while 64% “affirm that works
don’t earn heaven” (Vlach). 

These data show that even among
evangelical church members, large
percentages still deny essential Chris-
tian doctrines. Barna is certainly cor-
rect when he expresses particular
concern over how Christians view Je-
sus Christ: “Literally millions of Amer-
icans who declare themselves to be
Christians contend that Jesus was just
like the rest of us when it comes to
temptation—fallen, guilty, impure, and
Himself in need of a savior” (Vlach). 

Evangelical Christian leaders have
been lamenting the loss of confidence
in God’s Word in this postmodern, post-
Christian culture for over two decades.
Yet what Barna’s research indicates is
that among confessing Christians, there
is the same lack of confidence and be-
lief in biblical essentials when it comes
to doctrine. The tragedy of this harsh re-
ality is that the Bible itself affirms its cen-
trality in our relationship with God. In his
article “The Crisis of Biblical Illiteracy
and What We Can Do About It” Kenneth
Berding, New Testament professor at
Biola University, reminds us of these
central verses:

Joshua 1:8. When God commis-
sioned Joshua to lead Israel in the
conquest, He declared: “This book of
the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate there-
in day and night, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all that is writ-
ten therein.” 

Psalm 1:1-3: “Blessed is the man
that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor standeth in the way of
sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the
scornful. But his delight is in the law of
the Lord; and in his law doth he med-
itate day and night. And he shall be like
a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in his sea-
son; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.”

Psalm 119:97: “O how love I thy law!

GEORGE BARNA, the eminent
researcher and evangelical

Christian, has written: “The Christian
body in America is immersed in a cri-
sis of biblical illiteracy. How else can
you describe matters when most
churchgoing adults reject the accura-
cy of the Bible, reject the existence of
Satan, claim that Jesus sinned, see no
need to evangelize, believe that good
works are one of the keys to persuad-
ing God to forgive their sins, and de-
scribe their commitment to Christiani-
ty as moderate or even less firm?”
(Vlach, “Crisis in America’s Churches:
Bible Knowledge at All-Time Low,”
The Church of the Living God, joegrif-
fin.org). 

Consider additional evidence from
Barna of widespread biblical illiteracy
in America:

“The most widely known Bible verse
among adult and teen believers is ‘God
helps those who help themselves.’ ”
(This is not a verse from Scripture.)

“Less than one in ten believers pos-
sess a biblical worldview as the basis
for his or her decision-making.

“When given thirteen basic teach-
ings from the Bible, only 1 percent of
adult believers firmly embraced all thir-
teen as being biblical perspectives”
(Vlach). 

Barna has also researched the be-
liefs of churchgoing American Protes-
tant denominational members. Here is
a summary of his salient findings:
“Only 35 percent of mainline Protes-
tant church members believe Christ
was sinless; 34 percent believe the
Bible is totally accurate; 27 percent
agree that works don’t earn heaven;
and 20 percent believe Satan is real”
(Vlach).

Barna also points out that among
nondenominational Christian churches,
there is a difference, but the results are
still disheartening: 1) 48 percent believe
Satan is real; 2) 60 percent agree that
works do not merit salvation; only faith
does; 3) 70 percent believe that the Bible
is totally accurate (Vlach). 

Barna’s research confirms that the
Assembly of God denomination has
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MY name is Farah. The story of my
life begins in Iran. My parents

were very involved with the Islamic
Revolution of Iran that began in the
late 1970s. The revolution caused
them to become even stricter and
more zealous in their Islamic faith.
My sister, who is seven years older
than I am, had that religious strict-
ness indoctrinated into her at a very
early age, and she still carries it to
this day.

After the revolution, my family
moved around quite a bit—first to
Canada, then to the United States,
then finally back to Iran. However, my
parents became disillusioned with Iran
under the new Islamic leadership and
made the decision to return to the
United States. Their dissatisfaction
also led them to ease up on their strict
religious obligations, even though they

still considered themselves to be faith-
ful Muslims.

Growing up, my older sister was
always praised for her piety. She was
the “perfect” one—the one everyone
spoke of with honor, the one who
held fast to her Muslim beliefs and
practices. I looked up to her and
tried to emulate her. I was always
compared to my sister, but I could
never measure up to her greatness—
either in my own eyes or in the eyes
of others. 

While this type of inadequacy
brought a certain kind of pain, there
was a greater anguish that I experi-
enced in my heart. Being the youngest
child and primarily living in the West,
my parents were not as religiously
strict with me. They did not consis-
tently instill in me the importance of
performing the actions of an authentic

Muslim, nor did they require me to fol-
low our faith devoutly. 

What hurt me more than not meas-
uring up to my older sister was the fact
that my parents were not putting the
same effort in raising me as a “real”
Muslim, which meant that I would be
destined for hell.

I tried to follow in my sister’s foot-
steps. I would try to pray five times a
day, and I attempted to wear the head
scarf that is required of Muslim
women. But I kept getting out of the
habit of doing these things, and then
guilt and frustration would loom over
me. I would always say, “If only my
parents would have pushed me from a
young age to do these things, I would
not be struggling.” 

Muslim prayers can only be said in
Arabic. I attempted to motivate myself
to pray by writing down the translation
of the prayer—that way I knew what I
was saying (I do not understand Ara-
bic). I prayed regularly for a week, then
got busy and forgot. I went to the
mosque and heard the imam say
things such as, “If you break any of the
five pillars of Islam, you will not get
your reward in heaven.” His words
would crush me, and I would be con-
sumed with even more guilt and de-
spair.

In my high school years, I started to
question and think more deeply about
my faith—Why do I have to pray in Ara-
bic? Why can I not speak to God in my
own language? The prayers had no
personal meaning to me. It was just a
chore. There are so many legalistic
rules to follow. I tried to follow these
rules, but I kept failing. I also won-
dered why so many Muslims are vio-
lent and why there is so much fighting
and contention among fellow Muslim
countries.

Despite all my concerns about my
faith, I never doubted that Islam was
the true path to God, although I did not
know much about my own religion. My
entire life, I had had to read and mem-
orize the Koran in Arabic, which is a lan-
guage I can read but not understand. I
did this every day in school while living
in Iran, but we never discussed what
we were memorizing. Eventually there
came a time when my whole family
started listening to a translation of the
Koran along with a commentary on its
teachings. This was the first time in my
life that I actually understood what the
Koran says. However, the translator
had a way of taking violent verses and
justifying them by twisting them to

Teenagers

From Darkness into the 
Light of Jesus 
(A Testimony)

BY CHRISTINA FUTRELL



WINTER QUARTER 2017-18 37

I did not have to carry my shame of not
following all the Islamic rules. I no
longer had to bear the burden of trying
to win His love and approval. Through-
out so much of my life, I had been
thirsty for God. I had been looking for
the living water that would quench the
thirst of my soul. I could not find that
in Islam because it does not exist
there.

I felt so new—so weightless and
happy in the presence of God. There
was so much joy inside me! I felt so
free from the chains and guilt that had
haunted me all my life. My eyes saw
everything differently. It was as if dur-
ing my life until I believed in Jesus, I
was seeing in black, white, and gray.
Now everything looked brilliant, in
beautiful living colors. Everything be-
came so alive and bursting with life. I
saw the amazing beauty of God every-
where. Through a vision, the Lord re-
vealed to me that I do not need to
know how He will take care of me. All
I need to do is believe and have faith
in Him, and He will show me what to
do. On that sunny, warm day, I gave
my life to Christ. It was the best day of
my life.

Just after graduating from college, I
started dental school. However, after I
accepted Christ, He showed me that
my motivation to be a dentist was not
based on a godly pursuit nor aligned
with His will for my life, so I made the
decision to quit. 

When I confessed to my family that
I was no longer a Muslim but now a
follower of Jesus, they were obvious-
ly very upset. But my decision to
leave dental school was actually
more distressing to them than my
new faith in Christ. They were more
concerned about worldly prestige.
My mother told me that she would
disown me. My father tried to scare
me back to dental school by making
me fearful for my financial future. I
would cry myself to sleep and plead
with God, “Lord, please take care of
me.” That night, I had a dream that
Jesus came to me and hugged me.
He said, “Do not worry. It will be OK.”

I am excited about learning and
growing in my new life with Jesus. I am
also learning more about Islam so that
I may better minister to Muslims. My
heart goes out to them because they
have been fed lies just as I was. All my
life, I thought I was alive. Now I know
the amazing and satisfying life that is
only possible with Jesus. H

thought my world was crumbling. I felt
as if I had been lied to all my life or that
no one had ever cared enough to
share the truth with me. Steve had an
obvious love for God and for his Chris-
tian faith. The greatest concept that
really stood out to me was when Steve
told me that God loves me, no matter
what. He read Romans 5:8 to me,
which says, “But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that, while we
were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”
To me, who had struggled so much
with guilt and feeling like an absolute
disappointment to God, this sounded
so freeing—and almost too good to be
true. Never had a Muslim told me that
God loved me. 

I started researching things and
learning for myself. God put me on a
difficult quest in search of the greatest
treasure anyone can find. The next few
months were filled with tears. I had to
decide which is true—the Koran or the
Bible. It was in this emotional turmoil
that I finally turned to the only one who
could give me the answer—God. I
pleaded with Him, saying, “Why is this
happening? Please! Just tell me what
is true and I will accept it, even if it
means losing my family.” As I was sit-
ting on my bed, crying and pleading
with God, I happened to look out my
window and saw the strangest thing. I
saw a light in the shape of a cross. I
stopped crying and blinked a few
times, thinking my eyes were playing
tricks on me. But the light was still
there. Was this really a sign from God
in answer to my plea? 

I started an in-depth reading of the
Bible that Steve had given me. I had
tried reading it before, but I was al-
ways reading it through defensive and
skeptical eyes. This time was different.
I felt as if God had written the words
for me. I started feeling a rush of peace
come over me. The words of the Liv-
ing God were like food for my starving
soul. I started to realize that my ques-
tions, searching, seeking, reading,
meeting Steve—all of my experi-
ences—were not coincidental. 

As I lay in my hammock on a sunny
day, thinking about everything I had
been experiencing, I felt a change
come over me. I came to the amazing
realization that God was pursuing
me—ME—the messed up, sinful me! I
knew in my heart how much He truly
loves me. He loves me so much that
He sent Jesus, my Saviour, to die for
me so that I could know Him. 

I did not have to feel guilty anymore.

sound peaceful.
When I started college, I decided

that I was going to get really involved
with my faith and with other Muslims.
I joined the Muslim Student Associa-
tion (MSA) and became very active in
this group. I coordinated some of the
biggest Islamic events on campus. I
volunteered for CAIR (Council on
American-Islamic Relations). I also
joined an interfaith youth organization
where I told young people about Islam
and our culture. Through all these in-
volvements, I was hoping to connect
with other young Muslims who would
encourage me in my faith. But all my
friends were nominal Muslims like my-
self, who struggled with the same
things I did. They did not motivate me
at all to become more devout.

One day, I met Steve. His mother is
a Christian, and his father is Muslim.
When Steve was very young, his father
abandoned them. Steve did not think
much about God until his high school
years, when he decided to go on his
own spiritual quest. He spent a lot of
time studying the Koran, the Bible,
and every religion out there. Through
Steve’s own personal journey in
search of the truth, the Lord revealed
Himself to him, and he made the deci-
sion to become an ardent follower of
Jesus.

Steve and I had many conversations
about Islam and Christianity. Because
of his knowledge of Islam, he was al-
ways asking me why I believed in Is-
lam. He asked me difficult questions to
which I did not know the answers. The
only answers I could give him were the
ones I had been told by my Muslim
parents and imams or what I had
heard from friends and other family
members.

But he questioned me about
whether those answers were correct. I
did not know because I had never read
the Koran in depth or studied Islam
much in general. Our conversations
often got heated because I would be-
come defensive about my Islamic
faith. I was still convinced it was the
“true way,” despite my own growing
doubts and struggles with the only re-
ligion I had ever known.

Steve and I decided to read the Ko-
ran and the Bible together. When
Steve spoke about God, he spoke with
such love. He told me how much God
loves us and cares about us. I started
thinking, What can Islam offer Steve
that is better than what he has now?

The more we talked, the more I
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IT is called “the Christian faith,” but
are we clear about how faith is

meant to work in everyday life? Faith
is not a feeling. It is more than a con-
fidence or hope that something will
turn out well in the end. Faith is con-
nected to trust, and trust is only seen
when it is expressed in our behavior.
This kind of trust is always focused on
God and usually on things that God
says. We are called to believe His
promises. So what does a life of faith
and trust look like? 

Psalm 37 contains a promise that,
when we trust in the Lord and live in
the right way, God will provide for our
needs. “Trust in the Lord, and do
good; so shalt thou dwell in the land,
and verily thou shalt be fed. Delight
thyself also in the Lord; and he shall
give thee the desires of thine heart.
Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust
also in him; and he shall bring it to
pass” (vss. 3-5).

We can only trust someone when
we know what they are like. We have
basic questions that need to be an-
swered first: Does that person like us?
Will he or she care for us? Are they
able to do what we need them to do? 

It is the same with God. Unless we
know His character, we will find it hard
to trust Him. The Bible is very clear
that God is good and mighty. He also
loves us more than anyone else ever
could. He knows exactly what is best
for us, and He is committed to doing
what is needed. However, we some-
times struggle to have faith in God de-
spite the Bible’s telling us He is good.
Scripture may not seem to be enough.
Permit me to explain what I mean.

In my book The Name Quest: Ex-
plore the Names of God to Grow in
Faith and Get to Know Him Better, I
state that faith really rests on two
foundational elements: 1) truths
stated about God, which we can
choose to believe or not believe; 2)
experiences of Him that reinforce
those truths but can never replace
them. Typically, our challenge is to
believe God’s truth before we re-
ceive the reinforcing experience

(Morgan James Publishing).
If God fulfilled His promises and an-

swered our prayers before we spent
time trusting Him, it would not require
faith on our part. After we have taken
God at His word and acted on it, when
we finally see how reliable He is, our
faith will increase. As Christians, we
must expect to first base our faith on
the promises we find in the Bible. Ex-
perience will take longer.

FAITH IN OUR HEAVENLY FATHER
One of the most important truths

that we have to trust about God is that
He is the very best father we could
imagine. He loves us, He is om-
nipresent, and He is able to take care
of us. Jesus taught us many things
about the character of our Heavenly
Father, especially in His Sermon on the
Mount (Matt. 5—7). Here is one prom-
ise Jesus gave about God, our Father:
“If ye then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts unto your children,
how much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give good things to
them that ask him?” (7:11).

Unfortunately, we do not all have
good, loving human fathers. But Jesus
said that God is a better Father than
even the best earthly fathers. He loves
to give good things to His children. If
you had a natural father who failed you
in some way (and we all do), do not
base your understanding of our Heav-
enly Father on that relationship. Put
your trust in what Jesus taught about
our Heavenly Father, and discover
how He lives up to that teaching over
time. Never be afraid to ask God for
what is good for you. Base your faith
and trust on that promise.

As we commit our ways to the Lord
and truly delight in Him, our desires
will then begin to line up with God’s
design for us. More and more, we will
want things that are really good for us.
In a sense, God will actually place de-
sires that benefit us into our hearts. At
the same time, we will experience His
meeting those desires. He does that in
big ways and in little ways.

Many of the most important princi-

ples of life take time to develop. It is
important to remember that faith does
not always have quick results. The
book of Hebrews tells us a lot about
faith and gives us examples of people
of faith in Old Testament times. One
lesson is that faith and patience go to-
gether (6:12).

Many Old Testament people had to
exercise faith for years before they
saw God’s promises fulfilled. Ruth and
Boaz are examples of people who had
faith to continue trusting God. They
kept doing good even though they had
no guarantee of any reward. They
demonstrated godly character and
patience because they trusted God.
As a result, they eventually experi-
enced God’s blessing on their lives.
Their lifestyle put them in a position to
receive good things from God. The
short Old Testament book of Ruth tells
their story.

What can we learn from Ruth and
Boaz? These two people were pre-
pared to make a sacrifice because
doing the right thing was more im-
portant to them than what they gave
up. Ruth left her life in Moab and
toiled at gleaning in the field because
she was loyal to her mother-in-law,
Naomi. Boaz took care of a poor wid-
ow because God commands mercy
and generosity. Boaz did not rush into
a relationship with Ruth at the first
opportunity because he trusted God
to work through the appropriate
process. These two people noticed
each other’s character and integrity.
They were attracted to each other,
and God put them together. 

Their faith in God and their patience
paid off. Ruth and Boaz became the
great-grandparents of King David.
They were ancestors of Jesus. What
an honor!

WEDDING BELLS
I grew up in a Christian home and

continued to follow the Lord through-
out school and university. When I
graduated, I did some missionary
work and then returned to my home-
town. I found a good church. In that
church I met Janet, who became one
of my best friends.

We spent almost three years in Bible
study groups and ran a drama out-
reach team together. That meant quite
a few meetings and prayer times. Dur-
ing those years we both continued to
be faithful to God and to do our best
at work. We enjoyed our friendship but

For Teens Only

Faith in Action
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Q. How does God communicate
with us?

A. An answer to this question can be-
gin by reflecting on what God is like. God
is love. God is holy. God is infinite in wis-
dom. We speak of the omnipresence of
God when referring to the reality that He
is everywhere, all the time. This idea is
difficult to absorb because nothing else
compares to it. Perhaps the closest
equivalent is air. Air is all around us al-
ways. But air is not outside our atmos-
phere, so air is not an exact parallel. 

Because God is universal and infinite
in other ways, He can hear each of our
voices always. He is wise, so He knows
how to speak to us. He speaks prima-
rily and most clearly through the Bible.
If we read the Bible, we will begin to un-
derstand the kind of life that God wants
for us. As we seek to do what the Bible
teaches us, we will find that God
speaks to our inner being, our hearts.
There is “a still, small voice” spoken of
in the Word. 

He also speaks to us through oth-
ers. If we listen to our parents, God of-
ten speaks through them. If we have a
pastor or Sunday school teacher who
talks to us about God and His Word,
we will often hear from God through
those people.

God speaks to us through His mar-
velous creation: “For the invisible
things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made,
even his eternal power and Godhead;
so that they are without excuse: be-
cause that, when they knew God, they
glorified him not as God, neither were
thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations” (Rom. 1:20-21).

This passage tells us that God has
revealed Himself in a mighty way to
begin with. H

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. How do we know God really 
exists?

A. Intellectually we have an almost
unquestionable proof of God’s exis-
tence in what has become known as
“intelligent design.” An extremely brief
summary will be give herein, but the
deeper question for Christians has to
do with the indwelling presence of the
Holy Spirit in our inner beings. This an-
swer is personal but very important.
The following verses tell us of the in-
ner personal experience we have that
gives us confidence: “To whom God
would make known what is the riches
of the glory of this mystery . . . which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory:
whom we preach, warning every man,
and teaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man per-
fect in Christ Jesus” (Col. 1:27-28).

Here the Apostle Paul is telling us
that God actually lives in us and this in-
ner presence gives us hope of “glory,”
which is eternal life. This internal wit-
ness dwells in all Christians. If you are
not experiencing this witness, first, be
sure you are saved. Second, be sure
you have a regular pattern of Bible
reading and prayer. Third, be sure that
when the Bible tells you to do some-
thing, you do what it says.

Intelligent design posits that all parts
of the universe—both huge and tiny
things—are so complex and interde-
pendent that they could not have come
into existence without an intelligence be-
hind their design. The theory addresses
not only the enormous power that was
required to actually bring the universe
into being but also the brilliant mental ca-
pacity to make it work with such preci-
sion. Have any of us ever created any-
thing from nothing? The answer is no.

So where did the original material
for the universe come from? How did
it get placed exactly as required in
space? The only rational answer is
that God did it. What God is like is a
different discussion. But you can find
out much about Him by reading the
Bible. “In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1).
This first verse speaks of both wisdom
and strength.

never imagined it would become any-
thing more. We were both hoping to
get married at some point. So we each
prayed for God to bring the right part-
ner into our lives. Little did we know
that our friendship was to become the
basis for a marriage that has now last-
ed for thirty years.

In the middle of ordinary life, we be-
gan to realize that we met each other’s
list of ideal qualities that we prayed for
in a spouse. That was when God lit the
romantic flame for us. Our friendship
was a very strong foundation for our
marriage.

For most of our married years, we
have worked together in Christian
ministry. We spent some years as mis-
sionaries and several in the pastoral
staffs of churches.

LOOKING FORWARD
Almost everyone wants to get mar-

ried one day. It might seem a long way
off for you, but here are some tips to
help you get prepared.

First, you are not responsible to hunt
for a partner. Your Heavenly Father will
provide the right person for you as you
live life in a way that pleases Him. Gen-
esis 2:18 tells us that God made a
“help meet” for Adam. What does that
mean? Another way of saying it is that
God provided a “suitable helper” for
Adam. In the original language, the
words suggest the idea of a glove that
is made to fit a hand—tailor-made, if
you will. Imagine that! God knows ex-
actly what you need in every area of
life including marriage. He will provide
the best person for you. 

The second tip is about how to rec-
ognize that suitable husband or wife.
It begins with delighting in the Lord
and growing in faith and trust in Him.
As you do, He will develop your gifts,
passions, and character in a way that
honors Him. He will even put desires
in your heart so that, more and more,
you want to bring Him glory through
your life. One of your desires will be for
a person to join you who will live with
that same desire. In Genesis 2:18, the
word for “help meet” can be used for
a battle buddy. Adam did not need
someone just devoted to taking care
of him; he needed a partner in God’s
work. 

The third tip is when you reach the
age when marriage seems like a wise
step for you to take, make a list of
qualities you think your partner should

Teen Scene

God Reveals Himself

BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN., PH.D.

(Continued on page 47)
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ALEX stiffened as fragments of his
parents’ muffled conversation

drifted to his room—“No other option
. . . sell the cattle . . . find a job . . . move
to town.”

Alex’s thoughts flew to his own
small group of pets: his two bottle-fed
calves, his lamb, and his rabbits and
their nest of pink babies. Part with
them all? That’s unthinkable!

Confusion and fear chased away his
sleep. What could have brought Dad
and Mom to such an unimaginable de-
cision? he wondered. 

He crept down the hall, hoping to
join the discussion, but now the house
was dark and quiet. Back in bed again,
he lay awake trying to picture a future
without the ranch and his pets. Even-
tually a Bible verse penetrated his
panic: “Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7).

“Heavenly Father,” he whispered.
“You said You care about us. I don’t
know what’s wrong or how You can
solve it, but please help!” 

Mom’s knock on his door broke into
the sleep he had finally achieved. 

“Alex, Grandpa is coming this morn-
ing to vaccinate some calves. Would
you get up and do your chores so you
can be ready to help?” she asked.

Embarrassed that she had needed
to call him, he mumbled, “Be right
there, Mom.”

At the breakfast table, he felt her
eyes on him, and he tried to smile.

“Aren’t you feeling well?” she
asked.

“Oh.” He expelled a lengthy sigh,
then admitted, “It just took me a long
time to get to sleep.” With quivering
lips, he added, “I heard you talking last
night about selling the cattle and mov-
ing.” His eyes filled with tears.

He saw Dad and Mom exchange a
sober glance.

“We hadn’t intended for you to find
out just yet,” Dad began, “but maybe
it’s best you know now. This is an op-
portunity for all of us to trust God to-
gether.”

Feeling too grown-up because of
his dad’s willingness to confide in him
to blubber about losing his pets, Alex

merely asked, “What’s wrong?”
“Alex, you know that the last couple

of summers have been very dry. The
pastures and hayfields are in poor
shape. We even had to borrow money
to buy hay for the cattle last winter. We
can’t go any further into debt, so we’ll
have to sell some of the cattle soon. If
we don’t get rain in time to revive the
pastures, ranching is over, and I’ll have
to find a job in town.”

Alex had a hard time swallowing his
food. “Didn’t Jesus say God takes
care of all of us, even the birds?” he
said.

Dad’s somber face broke into a ten-
der smile. “He did, Alex,” he replied.

“Then won’t He take care of us and
our cattle?” Alex asked.

Dad patiently explained, “Of course.
Just how He has decided to do that,
we don’t know yet. It might not be the
way we would choose. Like you, I
don’t want to leave the ranch. But
however it works out, we’ll see His
way is best.”

Alex’s chest ached with pent-up
sobs as he fed his calves and lamb.
When he peeked into the nest of rab-
bit kittens, he saw that their eyes were
still closed, but downy white fur al-
ready concealed their pink skin.

Holding the vaccine bottle for

Grandpa, who was injecting the
calves, Alex asked, “Is it right for us to
pray for rain?”

“Well, what does God’s Word tell us?
Have you memorized any Bible verses
about praying?” Grandpa asked. 

“Philippians 4:6 says to pray instead
of worrying,” Alex stated.

“Right, but pray about what?”
Grandpa gently probed.

Alex mentally quoted the verse and
answered, “Everything.”

“Why do you think God wants us to
pray about everything, Alex?” Grand-
pa asked.

Alex thought awhile about it, then
answered, “When we pray about
everything, we’re telling God we trust
Him with everything.”

With a big smile, Grandpa replied,
“Exactly. Let me tell you a story.” Alex
nodded, his eyes riveted on Grandpa’s
face.

“When I was a boy, there were a few
years that we needed rain in a desper-
ate way. Back then, my dad milked
cows and sold the cream to earn a liv-
ing. And you know that cows eat—”
Grandpa paused.

“Grass and hay,” Alex answered. 
“And to grow grass, you need—”

Grandpa paused again and pointed up.
“You need rain,” Alex answered.
“That’s right. After the snow melted

one spring, new green blades poked
through the old dead grass. But the
usual spring rains in April and May
were pretty scarce. So as the June
days lengthened, the grass did not
grow, and the fields were very dry. 

“Every evening my brothers and I
hiked out to the pasture to bring in the

Boys and Girls
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The Turtle

BY WANDA ERBSE

GOD designed the turtle as the only
reptile with a shell. Most turtles

can pull their heads, legs, and tails into
their shells, providing protection from
their enemies; however, sea turtles
and a few other species are unable to
withdraw into their shells. And some
species have long necks and can pro-
tect their heads by tucking them side-
ways into their shell. In order to make
room inside the shells, they some-
times have to exhale air out of their
lungs, which makes a hissing sound.

According to the World Book Ency-
clopedia, there are seven main groups of
turtles including the mud and musk tur-
tles, pond and marsh turtles, sea turtles,
side-necked turtles, snapping turtles,
soft-shelled turtles and tortoises. 

Mud and musk turtles commonly
grow no more than six inches long, but
they have large heads and strong
jaws. To protect themselves, they may
bite, and they also emit a terrible-
smelling substance when they are
frightened. 

The largest turtle, a type of sea tur-
tle called the leatherback turtle, can
grow up to six or seven feet long, while
the common bog turtle measures only
about four inches in length. Sea turtles
rank as the fastest turtles because
they are such swift swimmers, al-
though the green turtle has been
known to swim for brief periods of time
at nearly twenty miles per hour.
Leatherback and soft-shell turtles
have rounded and flattened shells
covered with tough, leathery skin sup-

our neighbors gathered to worship
God at a one-room schoolhouse in the
country. One Sunday morning in mid-
summer, my dad and our Christian
neighbors agreed to meet again that
evening to pray for rain.

“Whole families piled into their cars
and trucks and rumbled over the pow-
dery dirt roads to the schoolhouse.
The school was only three miles from
our place if we could have gone di-
rectly across fields to get there, but it
was nine dusty miles by road.

“Men, women, and children crowd-
ed into desks or on benches around
the room. They prayed to God, asking
Him to send the badly needed rain.

“On the way home—” Grandpa’s
voice cracked, and Alex thought that
he might cry. “On the way home, I
looked out the window from behind
my dad’s shoulder. Lightning blazed
and thunder boomed. The downpour
became so heavy that the windshield
wipers couldn’t keep up, and my dad
had to pull over to the side of the road
until he could see to drive.

“The next morning, when my dad
drove to town for the mail, the post-
master said to him, ‘Boy, did you get a
rain!’ He described the wall of rain that
had darkened the northeastern sky the
evening before.

“‘Didn’t you get any?’ my dad asked
him, surprised.

“‘Not a drop,’ he replied. ‘We only
got thunder and lightning.’

“My dad marveled that the rain had
fallen in such a specific area, rather
than everywhere. This rain had not
been forecast in a local weather re-
port, but was clearly sent by God in re-
sponse to a humble request.”

A hush hung between Alex and
Grandpa for a moment, and then
Grandpa concluded, “The rain that
God sent brought the pastures and
hayfields back to life. And Alex, that
evening, when my dad and the others
prayed for rain and God sent it so
quickly, I learned something about
God. He is not just the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. He is the God
of my dad as well.”

Alex’s heart surged with hope.
“God could send rain for us, too!”
“Yes, He could,” Grandpa said

slowly, “and if He does not?”
Alex’s eyes filled with tears as he

thought about the possibility of leav-
ing behind the life he loved.

“The Bible says He’ll still care for us.
And He’ll still be your God, my dad’s
God, and my God.” H

cows. The pastures felt crisp under-
foot and the ponds were drying up.
Those weren’t good signs so early in
the season. Thank the Lord, at least
we had an artesian well.”

“What’s an artesian well?” Alex
questioned.

“On my dad’s farm, we didn’t need
to pump our water from underground,
as your dad does. When my dad first
dug our well, pressure deep in the
ground pushed the water to the sur-
face. That’s called an artesian well. 

“We always had lots of water to give
the cows a drink when they came to
the corral, but feeding them was be-
coming a worry.

“I was too young then to understand
how serious the situation was. I just
thought that every day without rain
was a good day to help my dad with
the cattle and play with my three
brothers. 

“But children hear grown-ups talk-
ing and can tell when they are anxious.
I heard Mom discussing her garden.
We needed potatoes, carrots, cab-
bage, and other vegetables from the
garden to store away and eat through-
out the winter. But as school ended
and spring rolled into summer, no rain
was falling, so the garden plants
looked stunted and wilted.”

“Why didn’t you water them?” Alex
asked. 

“We didn’t have running water at the
house because the well was at the
barn. So there was no faucet near the
garden. Even if we had had running
water, we didn’t have money for extras
like garden hoses. The garden grew as
God sent rain.”

Alex pondered this. “I can’t imagine
a house without running water or not
being able to help Mom water our gar-
den.”

Grandpa smiled and continued, “I
heard neighboring farmers talking with
my dad. They weren’t laughing and
joking as they usually did. The conver-
sations were gloomy, always centered
around the lack of rain. 

“They were concerned that the pas-
tures were in danger of being over-
grazed. Some farmers, like my dad,
tried to cut hay, but there just wasn’t
enough to make it worthwhile. We
worried about what we would do for
feed in the winter. We all worried about
having to sell our cows. Wherever my
dad went, picking up the mail and gro-
ceries in town or visiting nearby farm-
ers, the concern was the same.

“At that time, my family and some of

Noah’s Ark
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ported by tiny bones. 
Turtles live in a variety of habitats

and, like all reptiles, are cold-blooded.
They cannot live where it is cold year-
round. Turtles that live in regions with
cold winters hibernate. Some species
of turtles go into a state of limited ac-
tivity similar to hibernation to survive
hot, dry periods. 

Most turtles have a highly devel-
oped sense of sight, touch, and smell,
which helps them find food. A turtle’s
diet varies. What a turtle eats depends
on where it lives. They feed on both
animals and plants. 

All turtles, whether they are sea or
freshwater species, lay their eggs on
land. The female of most species digs
a hole in the soil or sand with her hind
limbs to make a nest. She lays her eggs
in the hole and then covers them with
soil (sand or rotting plant matter). The
number of eggs a female turtle lays
varies. The female turtle does not stay
with the eggs. She leaves and does not
return. How quickly the eggs hatch
varies, depending on the temperature.
The warmer it is, the quicker the eggs
hatch. A hatchling exits the egg and
then digs its way to the surface of the
ground to obtain food. Hatchlings
need to find shelter quickly to protect
themselves from predators. 

Tortoises are land turtles. There are
fifty species. Tortoises can be found in
Africa, Asia, Europe, North America,
South America, and on some ocean
islands. Tortoises living on the Gala-
pagos and Aldabra islands are the
world’s largest land turtles. They can
measure four to six feet long and
weigh more than six hundred pounds.
There are three species living in the
United States: the desert tortoise of
the Southwest, the gopher tortoise of
the Southeast, and the Texas tortoise
found in scrub forest of southern
Texas. 

Human beings are a serious threat
to the survival of turtles. Conserva-
tionists have listed many turtle species
as endangered. Humans have long
eaten turtle meat and eggs and used
turtle shells as ornaments, possibly to
the extinction of some species. Many
of the turtles’ habitats have been de-
stroyed, further endangering them. All
animals were made for us by God’s
design, but we need to exercise wise
stewardship of what He has given us. 

Genesis 1:28 says, “And God
blessed them, and God said unto
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and re-

You and Your Bible
BY VICTORIA RODER

HNames of Jesus:The Resurrection; Morning Star. Mary’s Song:magnify;
Lord; spirit; rejoiced; God; Saviour. Good News:F=14; O=3; R=7; U=8; N=6; T=1;
Y=10; I=4; S=9; B=16; H=11; D=5; A=2; V=12; W=21; E=17; C=20; L=15. “For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”

Names of Jesus

Change every J to T, X to O, V to I, Z to E, Q to A, and P to R. Write each letter in
the blanks below to reveal names of Jesus. Some letters do not need to be changed. 

J H Z P Z S U P P Z C J V X N
____________  ________________________________________________

M X P N V N G S J Q P
____________________________  ________________

Mary’s Song

Using the key below each blank, intersect the bold number and bold letter to
solve the puzzle.

A B C D E F G H

1 R L E P T N Y V
2 F H G A B J O U
3 C M Z K U S D I

“My soul doth ____________________________ the ________________, and my
3B 2D 2C 1F 3H 2A 1G 1B 2G 1A 3G

________________________ hath ________________________________ in
3F 1D 3H 1A 3H 1E 1A 1C 2F 2G 3H 3A 1C 3G 

____________ my ____________________________” (Luke 1:46-47).
2C 2G 3G 3F 2D 1H 3H 2G 2H 1A

Good News

Solve each equation. Fill in the blanks with the letter that corresponds to the
answer to each equation. 

3 + 3 = N,  63 - 61 = A,  5 X 4 - 13 = R,  42 - 21 = W,  19 - 5 = F,
15 - 10 = D,  16 - 5 = H,  12 + 3 - 11 = I,  200 - 199 = T,  5 + 7 - 4 = U,

35 x 2 - 60 = Y,  30 + 30 - 48 = V,  4 x 3 - 9 = O,  3 x 3 = S,
50 - 34 = B,  100 - 90 + 7 = E,  10 x 2 = C,  5 x 3 = L

“____________ ________________ ____________ ________ ________________
14 3 7 8 6 1 3 10 3 8 4 9 16 3 7 6

________________  ____________  ________  ____________  ________________
1 11 4 9 5 2 10 4 6 1 11 17 20 4 1 10

________   ____________________   ____   ____________________________,
3 14 5 2 12 4 5 2 9 2 12 4 3 8 7

____________________  ________  ________________________  ____________
21 11 4 20 11 4 9 20 11 7 4 9 1 1 11 17

________________” (Luke 2:11).
15 3 7 5

(Continued on page 47)

Answers:
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Wit and Wisdom

R. Lee Sharpe (1872-1951): “Many
of us are like the little boy we met trudg-
ing along a country road with a rifle over
his shoulders. ‘What are you hunting,
buddy?’ we asked. ‘Dunno, sir, I ain’t seen
it yet.’ ”

* * *

“We like the fellow who says he is go-
ing to make a long story short, and
does.”

* * *

“There are a great many books now on
how to live longer but none on why.”

* * *

“A man in a restaurant ordered ‘ham
and eggs and a few kind words.’ The
waitress brought the ham and eggs.
‘And now the kind words—don’t eat
‘em.’”

* * *

G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936):
“The Bible tells us to love our neighbors,
and also to love our enemies; probably be-
cause they are generally the same people.” 

* * *

“A dollar won’t do as much for people
as it once did because people will not
do as much for a dollar as they once
did.”

* * *

“A psychology class inserted an ad in a pub-
lication, ‘Last chance to send in your dollar,’
and gave their address. Several dollars were
sent in without any knowledge of what it
was for.” H

—compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

God Gives Us
Friends

Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887):
“Every man should keep a fair-sized
cemetery in which to bury the faults of
his friends.”

* * *

George MacDonald (1824-1905): “If,
instead of a gem or even a flower, we
could cast the gift of a lovely thought
into the heart of a friend, that would be
giving as the angels give.”

* * *

Lucy Larcom (1824-1893): “Every
true friend is a glimpse of God.”

* * *

C. S. Lewis (1898-1963): “True
friends don’t spend time gazing into each
other’s eyes. They may show great tender-
ness towards each other, but they face in the
same direction—toward common projects,
interests, goals—above all, toward a com-
mon Lord.”

* * *

William Cowper (1731-1800): “You
must know, that I should not love you
half so well, if I did not believe you
would be my friend to eternity. There is
not room enough for friendship to un-
fold itself in full bloom in such a nook
of life as this.”

* * *

Maltbie Davenport Babcock (1858-
1901): “It is a comfort to look back
through the years and think what good
friends we have been, and then to
make a jump into the future and know
that there the real summer season of
friendship comes. The best things we
have known on earth . . . look on to the
real unfolding of all that life and love
can mean.”

* * *

V. Raymond Edman (1900-1967):
“True companionship is one of life’s
sweetest realities.” H

—compiled by Donna Poole.
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AS I reflected on the theme of this
article, the beginning words of

Stuart Townend’s deeply moving hymn
titled “How Deep the Father’s Love for
Us” kept lingering in my mind. You
know how it is when a song keeps re-
peating its powerful lyrics in your mind,
right? If you are like me, there is one
main reason why this happens—the
Holy Spirit is conducting His work of
sanctification, and He is using a famil-
iar hymn to accomplish His holy work.

The opening lyrics of Townend’s
hymn are, “How deep the Father’s love
for us, How vast beyond all measure,”
and although the song continues with
the theme of the sacrificial death and
bodily resurrection of the Saviour, the
Lord Jesus Christ, I could not shake
free from the words of those opening
two lines. It finally dawned on me that
I had discovered the theme of this arti-
cle: the responsibility of earthly fathers
to reflect their Heavenly Father’s deep
and vast love to their children. 

I propose to share my thoughts
about how earthly fathers can accom-
plish this spiritual responsibility in the
following three areas: disappointment,
favoritism, and distance. I am fully
aware of how difficult it is as fallen
creatures to manifest our Heavenly Fa-
ther’s perfect, unqualified love; howev-
er, I am also fully aware that our Heav-
enly Father has provided earthly
fathers with everything they need to be
successful (cf. Col. 2:9-10).

THE FATHER’S DEEP, VAST LOVE
AND DISAPPOINTMENT

I heard one time that when our chil-
dren are little, they step on our toes;
but as they grow older, they step on our
hearts. Oh, how true are those words
of wisdom! Disappointment with our
children is one of the most difficult re-
actions with which a father will deal.
Wait; allow me to rephrase that sen-
tence! Disappointment with the poor
choices that our children make is one
of the most difficult reactions that a fa-
ther will deal with.

The quality of a father’s long-term re-
lationship with his children is signifi-
cantly influenced by how he reacts to
his moments of disappointment over
his children’s errant choices. In light of
that principle, I am so thankful that our
Heavenly Father serves as our spiritu-
al model for our parenting skills. No
matter how many times we disappoint
Him, our Heavenly Father never aban-
dons us or separates Himself from our
eternal relationship (cf. Rom. 8:31-39). 

Allow me to suggest the following
three principles fathers should consid-
er when confronted with disappoint-
ment over their children’s errant choic-
es. First, fathers should give their
children the freedom to make obedient
and honorable amends, especially to
the individuals who have been impact-
ed by their errant choices. But 
fathers also must hold their children
accountable for their actions, teaching
them the importance of personal apol-
ogy and relationship healing.

Second, fathers must model the
spiritual principle of forgiveness. Chil-
dren must experience the assurance
that their earthly fathers will never hold
their errant choices against them or
use them as leverage to continuously
punish them. Once again, the model
for unqualified forgiveness is our Heav-
enly Father, who has provided a vast
distance between Himself and our
transgressions (cf. Ps. 103:12).

Finally, fathers must model the spir-
itual principle of unqualified love. Chil-
dren must never believe that their fa-
ther’s love is based on the quality of
their behavior. Children must believe
that their father’s deep love is always
greater than their worst mistake. 

THE FATHER’S DEEP, VAST LOVE
AND FAVORITISM

Even though we may not want to ad-
mit it, favoritism is a harsh reality in
family life. Parental favoritism takes
many forms. One form is gender-
based. For example, the first two chil-
dren in a family are girls; then the third

is the boy that the parents, especially
the father, have always prayed for and
wanted. 

Another form of favoritism is based
upon a parent’s personal interests. For
example, a father may favor his son
above his daughter based on his son’s
love of baseball. In similar fashion, a
mother may favor her daughter above
her son because the daughter mirrors
the mother’s love of gymnastics. In any
instance, preferring one child above
another can have long-lasting, damag-
ing effects on the harmonious love that
the Lord desires in a family unit. 

In his first letter to the Corinthian be-
lievers, the Apostle Paul conveyed the
Lord’s teachings on favoritism. At one
point, the Corinthian believers tended
to gravitate toward their personal fa-
vorite spiritual leaders (I Cor. 3:1-9). In
another instance, Paul addressed the
Corinthian believers’ tendency to
place importance on individuals who
demonstrated what were considered
more honorable spiritual gifts (12:1-
31).

In each instance, favoritism dam-
aged the spiritual unity that the Lord
desires from His followers. In the same
vein, parental favoritism toward their
children will damage not only the unity
of the family but also the uniqueness
that God, the Creator, has bestowed
on His creatures. 

THE FATHER’S DEEP, VAST LOVE
AND DISTANCE

As I write this article, my wife and I
are considering a move out of state to
begin our retirement years. Please un-
derstand, our family has never been
separated by geographical distance;
so, our decision to move, though ex-
tremely difficult, has had profound ef-
fects on our family. 

One of my children is in total agree-
ment with the move and expresses ex-
citement on a daily basis. In fact, that
child has a desire to also relocate to the
state where we are moving. My other
child is deeply concerned about how
our move will affect our family, espe-
cially our close relationship with our
grandchildren. 

Honestly, I find it very challenging to
consistently demonstrate a father’s
unqualified love to my children who
hold distinctly different opinions about
our retirement decision. In one thing,
though, I am extremely confident. God,
my Heavenly Father, has completely
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How do we begin to teach them about
God and His Word? One of the best
ways I have found to weave God into
the fabric of a young life is to share
with them one-on-one.

SIMPLE STEPS TO TAKE
First, pray by name for specific chil-

dren in your circle of influence. Pray
that God will provide opportunities for
you to spend uninterrupted time with
them.

Second, when an opportunity arises,
use it to reach these precious young
souls. Children love to hear stories, es-
pecially action, adventure, and animal
tales. Tell them stories from the Bible. 

FUN ACTIVITIES TO SHARE
Children love to cook. As you spend

time in the kitchen, share stories about
food (manna in Exodus 16:11-31; the
loaves and fishes in Mark 6:35-44; and
the never-ending supplies of flour and
oil in I Kings 17:7-16 and II Kings 4:1-7). 

Make a craft together while you
share stories about creating: the Cre-
ation story (Gen. 1); building the ark
(chap. 6); and constructing the temple
(I Kings 6). Use building blocks or
Play-Doh to recreate the story of
Joshua and the walls of Jericho falling
down (Josh. 6) or Samson knocking
down the Philistines’ temple (Judg.
16:21-30).

When sharing time outside, reenact
stories that involve outdoor adven-
tures: Daniel and the lions’ den (Dan.
6:16-23); Jonah and the great fish
(Jonah 1:15-2:10); or Balaam’s talking
donkey (Num. 22:21-34).

As Deuteronomy instructs, talk with
your children (and grandchildren)
about the things of God when you are
in your house, when you are out walk-
ing, sitting, or resting (6:5-7). Whatev-
er activities you share, do them with-
out the distraction of technological
devices. 

The more familiar you are with the
Bible heroes, the easier it will be for you
to share their stories. As you spark a
child’s interest, pray that God will soft-
en his or her heart to answer His call.

I am proud that my granddaughter
was secure enough in her knowledge
of the Bible and faith in God to raise
her hand and answer “Bethlehem.” To
those of you who are blessed with chil-
dren in your life, “Would you rather in-
struct these children in the ways of
God or let the secular world teach
them?” H

kept her vow, and the young Samuel
was raised in the temple. As we later
learn, Samuel became a great prophet
and the last judge of Israel.

In the New Testament, we read
about Timothy. Raised by his godly
mother and grandmother (II Tim. 1:5;
3:15), Timothy grew up to become a
great man of God. 

EARLY RELIGIOUS TRAINING
Proverbs 22:6 instructs us, “Train up

a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from
it.” Our children learned about God be-
cause we made it a priority; we did not
leave their spiritual upbringing to
chance. God and His Word formed an
integral part of their day-to-day home
life. During their elementary years, god-
ly values were further instilled by con-
sistent attendance at Sunday school
and a midweek Christian children’s
club. 

Yet what about the children who do
not have the benefit of a godly up-
bringing? What if you came to Christ
late in life? Is it too late to have a god-
ly influence on your grandchildren?
And what about other children in your
circle—nieces, nephews, and children
where you live and work? How do you
introduce them to God and His Word?

REACHING THE NEXT 
GENERATION

The Great Commission is for all
Christians in all ages and in all areas.
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations
. . . to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-
20). 

In a perfect world, all children would
either be homeschooled by Christian
parents or enrolled in a faith-based
educational system. But in today’s
world the majority of children come
from unchurched homes. So how do
we begin to turn young hearts to God?

AN ice-breaker game our school-
age grandchildren enjoy playing

is called “Would you rather?” One
child asks a question that gives the lis-
teners two choices, such as “Would
you rather eat a hamburger or a taco?”
or “Would you rather swim in a river or
the ocean?” After each child answers
the question, votes are tallied to de-
termine the general consensus. 

During a pre-Christmas morning
program, my granddaughter Eloise’s
public school fifth-grade class played
the game. One of the questions posed
was “Would you rather take a ride on
the Polar Express or travel to Bethle-
hem?” Eloise was surprised when only
two chose “Bethlehem”—her teacher
and her. When asked why no one else
wanted to visit the biblical land, the
children responded that they knew
about the (fictional) train that takes
passengers to Santa’s workshop, but
they did not know the significance
Bethlehem had to Christmas. 

When I heard about the incident, my
first thought was that the children did
not know about Bethlehem because in
many secular schools the mention of
God is prohibited. As I pondered it fur-
ther, though, I realized there was a
larger issue at hand: we shouldn’t
leave it up to the school system to
teach our children and young people
about the things of God. 

Home is where children learn the
basics such as walking, talking, and
sharing that carry them throughout
their lives. Home is where foundation-
al values of love, trust, and accept-
ance are instilled and where seeds of
faith are planted. So it is only fitting
that the first place little ones should
learn about God is in the nurturing
confines of home.

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES
Samuel was promised to God be-

fore he was born (I Sam. 1:11). When
God answered Hannah’s prayer, she
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WHEN we embark on the tumul-
tuous, incredible, incomparable

adventure called “parenting,” the vast
majority of us are rather clueless (if we
are honest). We paw through the Bible
for inspiration and instruction, read
parenting books, consult those who
have survived the experience, and dai-
ly do our best to bring our children up
well. What we do not realize at the be-
ginning of the parenting roller coaster
is that our toddlers go from the world
of building blocks and mud pies to the
world of colleges and marriage in the
proverbial blink of an eye. Where does
the time go?

If you are currently up to your
armpits in diapers and are desperate-
ly longing for naptime, it is incredibly
hard for you to imagine your baby
eventually asking for relationship ad-
vice. You are most likely surviving one
day at a time with no inclination to in-
dulge in future scenarios. Even if your
children are starting to show signs of
maturity and independence, how can
you possibly picture them walking
down the aisle one day? It seems like
a hundred years away, but it is not, I
can assure you! 

For me, it was as if one minute my
sweet, pint-sized daughter was play-
ing the make-believe princess with
dolls, horses, carriages, and glitter,
and the next minute she was the beau-
tiful bride herself in real life. We went
from diapers to wedding bells in one
quick leap, it seems. I have to pinch
myself to believe the years flew by at
such breakneck speed and made me
a mother-of-the-bride before I knew
what had happened. It was a magnifi-
cent whirlwind, and with two teens still
in our house, it is not over yet!

As Christian parents, what can we
do as we consider our children’s fu-
tures, especially where it involves their
choice of a marriage partner? Really,
their decision whom to marry is the
most important one they will make in
their whole lives, other than their deci-
sion to follow Christ. While it is very
tempting to suggest the arranged mar-
riage route, that is not a viable option
in our culture and would be vastly un-

popular for numerous reasons (Would
any of us seriously have wanted to
marry our own parents’ pick for us?). 

And so this is where we all have to
truly “let go and let God.” We might be
able to guide them into early friend-
ships and healthy choices regarding
nutrition, exercise, finances, and edu-
cation, but when it comes to our child
eventually falling in love—that is out of
our hands. But you know whose ca-
pable and loving hands they are in—
God’s. And personally, I would much
rather my children be in His hands
than my own blundering, selfish
clutches. 

Where do we begin? Should we
even be concerned with wedding bells
if our child is years away from walking
down the aisle? Should we bury our
heads in the sand and just hope they
ultimately pick the perfect match for
matrimony? 

There is one thing we can definitely
do as loving parents—pray. First Thes-
salonians 5:17 says, “Pray without
ceasing.” That means we should be
continually on our knees, especially
when it comes to this huge aspect of
our child’s future. There is much at
stake—their spiritual life, emotional
well-being, the example of a godly
marriage in the community, our future
grandchildren and so much more. 

But before we get ourselves all
worked up about this monumental de-
cision, let us remember we do not
have to carry this weighty burden
alone. We have a Heavenly Father who
hears and answers our prayers, and
He loves our children more than we
can ever hope to love them. Philippi-
ans 4:6 reminds us, “Be careful for
nothing; but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto
God.” 

When should you start praying for
your child’s future spouse? It is never
too soon! Do you have a newborn
baby? Pray right away. Do you have a
teen who thinks she has found Mr.
Right? Pray right now and often. Do
you have an older son who thinks he
will be a bachelor forever? Pray every

day. God has the perfect partner for
His children. And for those who never
marry, He has a perfect plan for them
too. 

What kind of spouse should we be
praying for our children to meet? Of
course, we want them to be loved,
cherished, encouraged, and edified.
We long to see them laugh, experience
adventures, have a family, and enjoy
life together. We pray that their partner
will love God more than anyone and
anything else and that they will both
put Jesus first. “Jesus said unto him,
Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind” (Matt. 22:37). Oh,
that each of our children would find
someone who loves God that much!
So much joy will be shared when they
serve the Lord side by side and grow
together in Him.

We need to pray earnestly that they
will not be drawn to someone who does
not follow Christ. “Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers: for
what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what com-
munion hath light with darkness?”
(II Cor. 6:14) This is not a mere gentle
suggestion by God. It is a command,
and it is for our own good. 

We have all seen the scenario where
a Christian falls for an unbeliever,
thinking it will all work out in the end.
Maybe their partner will become a
Christian eventually, but it is not guar-
anteed to happen that way. Even for
the most sincere Christian who travels
down this road, the reality can be
strife, stress, spiritual solitude, and a
truckload of problems varying from
whether the children will attend church
to opposing lifestyles in the house-
hold. Admittedly, Christian marriages
have problems too, but at least God is
in the relationship, and hopefully both
parties will pray and commit the cir-
cumstances to the Lord. When one
spouse does not even believe, every
battle can be an uphill experience.

For some of us, we have watched
our children grow up in a Christian
home and then struggle with their
faith, especially when they move away
for college or work. We can never take
for granted that our children will al-
ways follow the Lord closely, but we
can give them the very best start pos-
sible by training them in His Word
(Prov. 22:6). That is our responsibility
and one not to be taken lightly. 

Do you ever feel that your child is
not really listening during family devo-
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not been completely scared away by
all this talk of marriage, what should
you be doing right now? If you are
younger, you may have never even
thought about your future husband or
wife before, and that is just fine. There
will be plenty of time for all that later
on. Just rest easy knowing that your
parents are praying for God’s perfect
design for your life!

But if you are of the age where you
are dating or even considering it down
the road a little, there is something you
need to be doing. It should not be left
to your parents to do all the praying—
you pray too! Pray for wisdom so that
you will not make wrong decisions and
get your heart broken unnecessarily. 

Pray for integrity that you will con-
sider only the partner who will be right
for you. You are God’s workmanship
and very precious. What David wrote
in Psalm 139 should be echoed by
everyone: “I will praise thee; for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made: mar-
vellous are thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well” (vs. 14). He has the
very best in mind for you, and you de-
serve nothing less. 

Last, immerse yourself in the Bible
when it comes to seeking a future hus-
band or wife. You will find so much
comfort, wisdom, advice, and direc-
tion within the pages of God’s Word.
There are many alternative routes to
finding a spouse that are contrary to
God’s way, but none will give you the
peace that God gives. “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let
it be afraid” (John 14:27). 

Finding a spouse can be stressful
and daunting, but when you know you
are walking in God’s will, it makes all
the difference. Remember, “Blessed is
the man that walketh not in the coun-
sel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat
of the scornful. But his delight is in the
law of the Lord; and in his law doth he
meditate day and night” (Ps. 1:1-2).

I leave you all with these special vers-
es, which I have clung to over the years
in many different circumstances. We
have a good and loving Father, and He
will lead us in our parenting and in our
marriages, amid today’s diapers and
even for tomorrow’s wedding bells. 

In conclusion, “Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths” (Prov. 3:5-6). H

tions or is dragging his heels all the
way to church? Do you wonder if any-
thing remotely spiritual is sinking in? It
is. They may not currently appreciate
or acknowledge your efforts as you
bring them up in a Christian home, but
they will never entirely forget the truths
they hear. Those memory verses or
snippets of biblical wisdom they
picked up as a child will come back to
them in later years—“So shall my word
be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it
shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing where-
to I sent it” (Isa. 55:11).

I also believe it is our responsibility
as parents to show our children what
a successful, Christ-centered, joy-
filled marriage looks like—not a plas-
tic, Sunday-type marriage that por-
trays perfect wedded bliss on the
outside but has no love and substance
within the walls of the family home. I
want my children to see how much I
genuinely love my husband, how
deeply he loves me, and how we try to
put God first in our lives. I want them
to know how vitally important it is to
make a marriage work, and then I want
them to go and make a wise decision
when it comes to their own future. 

Teaching our children about what
makes a great husband-and-wife rela-
tionship is key. Yes, we can definitely
point our daughters to passages in the
Bible such as Proverbs 31:10-12:
“Who can find a virtuous woman? for
her price is far above rubies. The heart
of her husband doth safely trust in her,
so that he shall have no need of spoil.
She will do him good and not evil all
the days of her life.” We can direct our
sons to Ephesians 5:25: “Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also
loved the church, and gave himself for
it.” But showing them practically what
a good, godly marriage looks like is
absolutely priceless. After all, ours is
the first marriage they will ever ob-
serve firsthand!

Our own marriages need constant
care and attention. It is important that
our children observe a marriage full of
love and know it is because we are fol-
lowing biblical principles. They will
then want the same for themselves.
We sometimes forget that there are lit-
tle eyes watching our every move and
little ears listening to our every word.
Let them witness a healthy marriage
and see us as positive role models. 

How about you children and teens
who might be reading this? If you have

equipped me with the ability to love as
He loves. Please pray for me, and for
yourselves, that we would be obedient
to our Heavenly Father’s loving char-
acter as we demonstrate His deep,
vast, Fatherly love to our children. H

plenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over
every living thing that moveth upon the
earth.” God granted mankind the au-
thority over the creatures of the earth,
to accomplish His purpose for cre-
ation. To exercise that kind of authori-
ty requires wise judgment. H

Editor’s Note: This is Mrs. Erbse’s final article
for the GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL TIMES. Union Gospel Press is grate-
ful for the writing ministry that Mrs. Erbse has
had with us for nearly thirty years. She wrote
over one hundred Noah’s Ark columns. 
In May 2016, she informed us that she would

have to give up writing the column due to health
problems. Please keep her and her husband in
your prayers as they continue to serve the Lord.

have. Pray over the list. As you do so,
God might show you ways in which
the list needs to change, and that is
fine. Also, you should consider what
kind of person can you stand by to
help them glorify God. Share the list
with your closest friends, and have
them hold you accountable to wait in
faith for the right person. 

Finally, do not try to take short-cuts
by doing things that do not please
God. Boaz’s faith in God was strong
enough to trust God. He waited on
God’s timing to marry Ruth in the right
way. His faith was demonstrated in his
actions. H

Faith in Action
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Reflecting the Deep, Vast
Love of Our Heavenly 
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ALL believers are considered to be
the “bride” of Christ (Eph. 5:25-

27), but I desired more. In August of my
seventeenth year, I was accepted into a
cloistered convent. I would have worn
a wedding dress, received a gold band,
and lived a contemplative life of prayer,
service, and total devotion to Jesus for
the rest of my life. I was told once I en-
tered, I would not be leaving—not even
to attend funerals for my family, includ-
ing my parents. I was willing.

I cannot imagine where my life
would be today had I joined, but my
mother asked me to wait one year. I
cried, “Lord, please do not make me
break my mother’s heart to do this.”
My priest confidant assured me a true
vocation could wait a year. My first let-
ter at college was from the Mother Su-
perior saying another girl had taken
my place. I moved on to my new “call-
ing,” and marriage seemed to be it.

I was born into a religion that taught
me to believe we were the one true
church started by Jesus while on earth,
and its first pope was the Apostle Pe-
ter. We believed when Jesus prayed
“that they all may be one” (John 17:21),
that He wanted the whole world to be-
come Catholic, thus Catholic mission-
aries are worldwide. I used to pray
for Billy Graham when I saw him on
TV. I could tell he loved Jesus and
spoke truth, but I believed he still
had to become a Catholic. 

Sometimes I still long for that
cloistered life of contemplative
prayer, meditation, a set routine,
and total protection behind closed
walls, because life has not always
been good. My marriage ended in
one of my most serious sins. I went
against church doctrine by divorc-
ing a man who did not love me after
three heartbreaking years. I never
knew if he was coming home or not. 

After that, breaking all the other
moral and religious rules I had been
taught was easy. It is still hard for me to
think about that once “innocent” girl, so
in love with Jesus, becoming a worldly
and wanton woman. I am very grateful
for a sensitive conscience that never
kept quiet. I am more thankful for hav-
ing been bathed in guilt and shame,
both of which brought me to my knees. 

I went to confession one Saturday,
and the priest asked what I would do

after I left. I told him honestly that I
would not initiate any immoral choice,
but if I was tempted, I did not know
how I would respond. He may have
appreciated my honesty, but he still
said, “Then go, there is no absolution
for you here today.” I was amazed. 

My life was becoming emotionally
desperate. Unlike those who lose their
sight of God or no longer believe He
could love or forgive them, I was just
the opposite. I could never escape His
presence. I felt Him constantly pursu-
ing me and being mortally wounded
by every decision I made. 

I tried to tell Him to go away and al-
most literally heard Him say, “It will nev-
er happen, where you are I will always
be” (cf. Heb. 13:5). I am overwhelmed by
such a loving, long-suffering God and
His Word that says, “While we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8).

The Lord was also working through
my brother and sister-in-law, who had
found true salvation and were leaving
Catholicism behind to go to a Bible-
believing, Christ-centered church. I
asked my sister if we could just stop
being Catholic. I thought if you cut a
Catholic, we would bleed Catholicism.
That too spoke volumes to me. 

Still, the idea of walking away from it
was hard for me. Everything they said I
needed to do to be “born again” con-
sisted of truths I already held. I believed
Jesus was born of a virgin, died on a
cross for my sins, forgave me, arose
from the dead, and would come again.
But when my brother and sister-in-law
said the Bible was now their final au-
thority, and they no longer needed a hu-
man intermediary to absolve their sin

but rather a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ, I wondered whether that
was true. Their prayers and the Holy
Spirit’s quickening (Rom. 8:11) made
me realize I was no longer a Catholic
automatically going to heaven, but I
was a sinner on my way to hell in des-
perate need of a personal Saviour. 

My brother-in-law told me to say the
“sinner’s prayer.” I would never say that
simply repeating words is the way a per-
son is saved or born again, but for some-
one like myself living as I was, I prayed
those words and truly meant every sin-
gle syllable. I repented and turned away
from the life I had been living. 

I thought it seemed too easy at the
time and begged the Lord to let it be
real and not just one of my fads. I am
ever grateful to the dear Lord for His
faithfulness to me and keeping me
faithful to Him for over forty years. 

My brother and sister-in-law gave
me a Bible and told me to read it every
day. When a guest speaker challenged
the congregation of my church to read
the whole Bible through in a year, I did
it for many years. I also read through
every new Bible I got—from the first
page to the last, as I do all books. 

Of course, the hardest part of a good
Christian life for a dedicated student of
His Word is to become aware of per-
sonal sin. It is one thing to walk away
from an immoral, despairing lifestyle
but quite another to see the heart as

“deceitful . . . and desperately
wicked” (Jer. 17:9). 

The first sins to surprise me were
pride and self-righteousness. I
clung to His truth. “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive
us” (I John 1:9). I still do this daily.

My whole life has been unusual-
ly blessed and idyllic. I did not have
a sad, traumatic childhood, and
until my failed marriage, my life was
very happy. But over the years of
single parenthood, I ended up
drowning in debt. I am still paying
it off, because bankruptcy was
never an option for me. It conflict-
ed with my faith in God who is more

than able to provide (Gen. 22:14). Be-
lieve me this is true! He and His saints
have been very generous to help me in
all the needs I have had, big or small. 

I lost my Florida condo in a short
sale and moved in with my daughter
long before I wanted to lose my inde-
pendence, but even so, we are happi-
ly blessed. Three generations—grand-
mother, mother, and two angelic
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well. He learned that God was both
demanding and gracious and there-
fore worthy of worship. 

When Jacob swore by God to 
Laban, he would have known of his fa-
ther’s history and saw how he had
lived day-by-day in the fear (respect
and reverence) of the Lord. Elsewhere
in the Old Testament, we find the same
word for “fear” used by Jacob denot-
ing the opposite of a hardened heart
(Prov. 28:14), the kind of heart needed
today.

In the New Testament, Paul’s admo-
nition to “work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:12)
echoes the meaning of the word used
by Jacob. It teaches that even though
one is saved by grace, there is a re-
sponsibility to be alert to God and ac-
tive in living one’s life with reverential
awe in obedience to the teachings of
Scripture. 

The question all of us need to ask
ourselves is, Can I apply the name the
“fear of Isaac” to the God of my life?
None of us knows the future events of
our earthly lives, but we do know God
is a disciplinarian Father to His chil-
dren (Heb. 12:4-11), so how does this
knowledge affect our day-to-day deci-
sions?

Christians should have great joy in
the Lord and have such a relationship
with Him whereby we can call Him our
Father or Daddy (Rom. 8:15); and yet
we also need to be mindful that He has
the right to test and challenge us at
any time and in any way He might
choose. It is hoped, therefore, that
each of us has a balanced fear of the
Lord, much like Isaac and so many
others over the centuries. 

Not every believer will face the same
challenges of faith, but all will be test-
ed and some many times over. May we
go forward with thankfulness for each
new day, asking God to grant us a
proper fear that has both the utmost
reverence and respect for Him as the
sovereign God, but also realizing that
as a child of God, we are subject to
what He sees we need as He molds
and shapes us into the image of His
Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. H

of one having great reverence toward
the Lord and standing in awe of Him
(Hos. 3:5). We will now look at an inci-
dent in Isaac’s life that may account
for what Jacob saw in his father. 

Isaac was the child of promise to
Abraham and Sarah, born after God
rejuvenated their bodies. He partici-
pated, unwittingly, in one of the most
heartrending tests ever visited upon
man by God (Gen. 22). Few parents
can read the account of what Abra-
ham was told to do without catching
their breath or tearing up. 

The promise of God to Abraham—
and in effect the whole world—was to
be fulfilled through Isaac, and the
command for Abraham to sacrifice
Isaac on an altar seemed to go against
what God had earlier said. Scholars
differ on how old Isaac was when he
went with his father on the three-day
journey to Mount Moriah, but he was
no toddler and more likely a teenager.
Abraham called him a “lad” (Gen.
22:5), and that suggests a young man.
Certainly he was strong enough for the
journey and to carry the wood for at
least the last leg of the trip.

Isaac queried his father about the
absence of a lamb for the offering,
which shows his being of an age to
think things through and talk with his
father about details. A lad of his age
would surely have been able to outrun
his elderly father once he discovered
he was to be the sacrifice, but he did
not, and of course, we know how the
test ended. 

We do not know how much Isaac
knew at the time, if anything, about
God’s promise to be fulfilled through
him and his offspring, but he surely
knew more as life went on, and he
would never forget the incident on
Mount Moriah. We need to assume
here, and one cannot be far from
wrong, that Isaac must have won-
dered if and when God would ever test
him as He had his father. He surely
knew God could ask most anything of
a person. Would he be ready if God
asked something great of him?

Also, Isaac would have learned of
the grace of God on the mountain as

GOD is revealed in Scripture in var-
ious ways, one of which is by the

names given Him. A good practice for
any reader of the Bible is to pause
when they come to a new name for
God and contemplate the name and
the context in which it is found. Lists
of the names of God may be readily
found, but it is more exciting and prof-
itable to note them for one’s self while
reading through the Bible. In this arti-
cle we will look at a name for God used
only twice in the Old Testament, and
we will close with a New Testament
verse that wonderfully explains it. 

The name considered here is found
twice in Genesis, both times in the
same general area and from the lips of
the same person. Jacob, one of the
twin sons born to Isaac and Rebekah,
referred to God as the “fear of Isaac,”
in other words, the fear of his father.

The context is when Jacob’s father-
in-law, Laban, pursued his daughters
and their husband, Jacob, on their way
to Jacob’s home area (Gen. 31:25-55).
During his conversation with Laban
and again as they parted, Jacob spoke
of God as the “fear of Isaac.” In a way,
it seems a strange name for God, and
yet if we stop and think about it, it
should be one of the names we have
for God too, if our father is (or was) a
believer. Let us examine the word, and
then we will look at Isaac’s life to see
why the name was used.

There are eighteen Hebrew words
(ten nouns and eight verbs) for “fear”
in the Old Testament, and they occur
in various forms over four hundred
times. The word Jacob used is found
forty-eight times, or about 12 percent
of the total. There is a good deal of
similarity among the Hebrew words for
“fear,” and it can be difficult to sort
them out, but the context in which they
are found often sheds light about how
the word should be understood.

The word Jacob chose to express
his father’s attitude toward God can
be used to speak of one who has a ter-
ror, or dread, of a person or of God. It
can also speak of looking ahead and
having concern about what lies in the
future (Deut. 28:66-67). It is also used

The Fear of Isaac

BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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IT is a common scenario when two
children are playing together—they

start fighting over a toy that belongs to
the other. When Mom steps in and
tries to solve the squabble, each child
blames the other for starting the
ruckus.

Teens can also have challenges in
their relationships, particularly within
their families. One teen may want to
watch a particular program on televi-
sion, while the other teen may want to
watch a different program, so they get
into an argument over whose wish will
prevail. Again when the parent steps in
and tries to solve the issue, each teen
blames the other for what is happen-
ing.

The blame game is the main barrier
that causes relationships to break
down. Where did the blame game
start? It had its origin in the Garden of
Eden many years ago. When Adam
and Eve disobeyed God by eating of
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, they realized they had done
wrong. When God came looking for
them, they hid themselves from God
because they felt guilty and were
afraid of Him.

When God started questioning
Adam about what happened, Adam
blamed Eve. Eve blamed the serpent.
God pronounced judgment on the ser-
pent while giving the promise of the
Redeemer (Gen. 3:15). God also pro-
nounced judgment on Adam and Eve.
Due to their sin against God, Adam
and Eve could no longer live in the
Garden of Eden, the place of unal-
loyed delight. Mankind has been play-
ing the blame game ever since. 

Why does the blame game take
place among relationships in our soci-
ety? The biblical answer is sin. Adam
and Eve carried out the blame game
because they had disobeyed the Lord,
which brought sin into their lives.
When He confronted them, they would
not take responsibility for their ac-
tions. Their sin has been carried on
throughout the human race (Rom.
5:12).

Of course, in our society today it is
not acceptable to say that sin is the
cause of the blame game. So many
people claim to be victims of other
people’s choices and actions. It is be-

lieved we are the product of our envi-
ronment. Education—accompanied
by some kind of dialogue—has been
seen as the way to break down barri-
ers in relationships. Any review of the
history of mankind makes it crystal
clear that such has been tried for cen-
turies, but to no avail. Adults, teens,
and children, along with governments
and nations, still keep playing the
blame game.

What is the solution to the blame
game? Mankind needs to acknowl-
edge their sin before the biblical God
(Rom. 3:23), who is the God of holi-
ness, justice, and love. 

When a person acknowledges that
he is a sinner before God, he is taking
responsibility for his own actions. He
is admitting that he has done wrong
and desperately needs help for His
sinful actions, including the blame
game. 

Again, in our culture, the idea of tak-
ing responsibility for one’s actions is
not in vogue—“I’m responsible for my
actions? It’s the other person’s fault!” 

This kind of response causes rela-
tionships to break down individually, in
marriages, in families, in churches, in
the workforce, at school, and in our
neighborhoods. If we are honest with
ourselves, we are all guilty of playing
the blame game at times. The ultimate
blame is directed toward God for what
happens in life, in the world, or to one
personally or in one’s family.

Is there help for those of us who re-
alize that we are responsible for our
actions of sinning against the biblical
God? Praise God that there is help for
all of us—“Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and
sent His Son to be the propitiation for
our sins” (I John 4:10). 

This verse tells us that God loved us
so much that He sent His eternal Son,
Jesus Christ, into the world to be the
propitiation, meaning the satisfaction,
for our sins. Christ’s death, burial, and
bodily resurrection satisfied the right-
eous demands of the holy God’s jus-
tice and wrath. In satisfying God’s jus-
tice and wrath, Jesus, who knew no
sin, became sin for us, taking upon
Himself our sin of blaming others and
not being responsible for our actions.
In so doing, through His burial and

bodily resurrection, He won for all of
us a new kind of life that does not
blame others, but rather takes respon-
sibility for one’s actions. 

This new kind of life Christ has won
for each of us is really His resurrection
life. It is eternal life, and it has a new
mind (I Cor. 2:16), a new heart (Rom.
5:5), and a new will (6:17, 22). Peter
called this new life the divine nature
(II Pet. 1:4).

How does a person receive this new
life, this new spiritual capacity? First
John 4:15 reads, “Whosoever shall
confess that Jesus is the Son of God,
God dwelleth in him, and he in God.”
The individual, then, who believes that
Jesus came and died on the cross in
his place to pay the penalty for his sin,
was buried, and conquered the grave
bodily, receives Christ’s forgiveness
and eternal life (Rom. 10:9-13). Have
you made that decision for Jesus
Christ? If you have, you have received
His eternal life, and you belong to Him
forever (cf. I John 5:13). 

The believer in Christ not only re-
ceives the new life in Christ—a new
mind, heart, and will—but the Holy
Spirit also comes to live in the be-
liever (I Cor. 3:16). By depending on
the indwelling Holy Spirit, the believ-
er can now take responsibility for his
actions and stop playing the blame
game. 

Through reading the Word of God,
the believer begins to think like Christ
(Phil. 2:1-5), love like Christ (I Cor.
13:4-7), and be obedient like Christ
(John 8:29). Then when relationships
hit bumps or stresses, it is no longer
“It’s your fault” or “You’re the prob-
lem.” It now becomes “It’s my fault,” “I
need to understand what you are say-
ing,” “I’m sorry for being so selfish,” “I
must have heard you wrong,” or “Let’s
take some time to talk about this.” If
need be, the believer asks for forgive-
ness, for Christ has forgiven him (Eph.
4:32). He seeks to keep a tender and
sensitive heart.

If people knew Jesus personally and
let His new life in the power of the Holy
Spirit be activated through their lives,
just think what positive changes would
take place in all of our relationships,
whether personal, in marriage, in the
family, at church, at work, at school, in
our neighborhoods, in governments,
or among nations. Barriers to relation-
ships would be broken and restored.
God’s will would be done on earth.
May that be true for you in your rela-
tionships. H

Breaking Barriers in Relationships

BY PAUL R. BAWDEN
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AS I look back over my life and be-
gin to think things over, I can truly

say that I am blessed and thankful. God
has placed a fence of protection
around me, keeping me safe from hurt,
harm, and danger. He has covered my
sins with His blood. I am thankful for my
family life, health, strength, and all that
is good. In all things, whether good or
bad, I will praise the Lord at all times.

After studying many Bible passages
throughout the years, Psalm 100 has
become my favorite text. It encourages
me to give an exhortation of thanksgiv-
ing and praise to the Lord. It is also an
invitation for me to joyfully worship
God. I am inspired to do so. As a be-
liever, it is a command. Thanksgiving
and praise come from the heart. Praise
to God is what I offer as an acknowl-
edgment of His excellence and a
freewill expression of my grateful heart. 

Some may question why I give rever-
ence, honor, and praise to God. For me,
praising the Lord is pleasant and valu-
able. It is a vital part of my life, a life that
I have surrendered to Him. It makes
every situation and circumstance of my
life complete and eminently worthwhile. 

Psalm 100:4 says, “Enter into his
gates with thanksgiving, and into his
courts with praise.” In the midst of
praising God, I am reminded of His
greatness. My strength and faith are
renewed when praising God.

God inhabits the atmosphere of
praise. Praise welcomes Him. I praise
Him because He is the Creator—“it is
he that hath made us” (Ps. 100:3). God
is Lord of lords, my Master and Sav-
iour. He sent His Son, Jesus, to die for
my sins, and what a debt I owe! That
is why I praise Him. He is awesome!

He is my Healer. Back in 2013, I was
diagnosed with cancer. My doctor or-
dered a biopsy to determine what stage
of cancer I had. The waiting period for
the results was the worst experience I
ever had. I could not eat or sleep. One
night, God spoke to my spirit and said,
“If I have protected and shielded you in
the past, then why are you worrying
now? I am God, your Healer.” 

That night, I took all the material that
the doctor had given me and put it in
my Bible. I worried no more. A few

days later, I received a phone call from
my doctor’s office. She asked me
about my plans for spring break, then
told me to make big plans because
there was no cancer found! Hallelujah!
“For the Lord is good; his mercy is
everlasting” (Ps. 100:5). 

It is easy for me to give thanks to God.
He is my all in all. Without Him, I would
be nothing. I have dedicated my life to
Him. Each day as I go through my daily
routine, I am careful about how I present
myself, whether at home or in public,
because I want others to see the Lord in
me. Hopefully, others will see me “make
a joyful noise unto the Lord” (Ps. 100:1),
no matter the circumstances, and make
the choice to serve Him as well. 

As a young girl, my parents and
grandparents taught me to praise and
honor God in everything I do. Those
teachings paid off. Today, praise is
what I do. I “serve the Lord with glad-
ness” (Ps. 100:2). When I am in His
presence, I sing songs of praise. 

I realize that I am not worthy to even
call on His name, but He invites me to
“enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise” (Ps.
100:4). I close my eyes and meditate
on the Lord; thinking about His honor
and majesty, I am “thankful unto him,
and bless his name.”

The word “gates” is used to sym-
bolize a palace, temple, or city. I con-
sider my bedroom, closet, bathroom,
or really anywhere, places where I can
enter His gates with praise. 

Before the start of every day, I first
let Him know that I have longed for the
opportunity to come into His pres-
ence. I begin thinking about the things
I want to talk to Him about. I eliminate
negative thoughts and experiences
and focus on the positive before pray-
ing to God. I consider praise as lifting
my hands and having an open heart. I
clap my hands. I sing hymns and
songs of praise. I even jump for joy. 

In prayer, I start by naming God’s
great qualities and attributes. “For the
Lord is good” (Ps. 100:5). I call God
Jehovah, my covenant Lord, Elohim,
my Creator, my Father, my Lord, and
my Saviour. Before leaving His
“courts” where I praise Him, I thank

God for all things, whether big or
small, good or bad. I recognize that
everything that happens to me works
together for my good. I thank God for
the bare necessities, such as food,
water, light, and the blue sky. 

God is an ever-present help. “We are
his people, and the sheep of his pas-
ture” (Ps. 100:3). He has fellowship with
those who live in covenant relationship
with Him. He is a giving God. He cares
for us as a shepherd cares for his sheep. 

God has called me to be a reflection
of His goodness. That is my goal. He has
given me grace and mercy. He extends
mercy from His heart, and it is everlast-
ing (Ps. 100:5). God has changed my life.
He has cleansed and renewed my spir-
it. My state of mind is renewed. 

The Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit are truth. I believe His Word. His
Word is faithful and true, and His “truth
endureth to all generations” (Ps.
100:5). His Word will always be “a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path” (119:105). 

My only purpose in life is to live ac-
cording to God’s will so that others may
see Him in me, in hope that they will join
the kingdom of God. Nothing brightens
my day like the Spirit of God. When all
has faded away, God’s Word will be rel-
evant, true, and everlasting (Isa. 40:8).
Praise and exalt the Lord with me! H

Blessed and Thankful
(Psalm 100)

BY PAVONIA BOXLEY ADAMS

granddaughters—laugh and love one
another all the time. The sin that trips
me up in this fun family is selfishness.
When I fix dessert, do I give the bigger
pieces to my dears or to myself? Do
not make me answer that.

I discovered my first gift was teach-
ing, and I am blessed to lead Bible
studies, opening His Word and chal-
lenging women to put it on each day
as their “sword” (Eph. 6:17).

I also have the gift of mercy, which I
am privileged to use in mentoring
younger, hurting women who doubt
God loves or cares for them. I encour-
age them, help bear their burdens, and
show them the truth of God’s Word—
that God as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit does care (I Pet. 5:7). He loves
us, and He is in control of everything.
It is a most rewarding life. H

Jesus’ Bride
(Continued from page 48)
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A CLOSE FRIEND STRUGGLING IN
THE DARKNESS

I remember the zeal I had when I first
found Christ. One of my first opportu-
nities to witness was to a close friend
from high school shortly after I had be-
come a Christian. We experienced
many special teenage and young adult
moments together, and we were as
close as sisters.

After a two-hour conversation to
catch up, my friend called me back to
say she noticed there was something
different about me and asked what the
change was. To a zealous baby saint,
this was a golden opportunity to ex-
plain how I had found and accepted
Christ.

The last thing my friend expected to
hear me say was that I was attending
church. It left her speechless. 

My friend and I did not have much
of a religious background. We both
went to church with our siblings, at-
tending Sunday school. As we
reached our teenage years, much of
the dedication to church had faded,
and our zest to experience all of life,
through any door we could open, pre-
vailed. We both attended a private re-
ligious school, but by that time, we de-
bated the Scriptures more than
obeyed them.

We were focused on ourselves
and determined, and we learned
about life from hard lessons. Our de-
cisions often were made after we
studied and made our best guess. It
was easier to trust no one but our-
selves.

My friend had more knowledge of
the Scriptures than I did, so I had to
witness to her on a different level. She
had recently lost her parents, just
months apart. The losses had left her
devastated. She was having unbeliev-
able troubles at her job. Her husband
had hurt himself at his job, so she had
become the sole breadwinner for her
husband and young son. To add to
their burden, they had recently pur-
chased a new home.

I prayerfully studied the Scriptures
concerning my new birth. We dis-
cussed several other topics but basi-
cally covered my own personal expe-
riences. 

THE LIGHT BREAKS THE
DARKNESS

My friend called twice a week, and
we went over Scripture and her ques-
tions. I was continually praying to God
for guidance before I answered. For
the things she did not understand, I
urged her to go before God in prayer
and ask for clarity.

I began to visit and spend time with
her and her family. During those visits,
we talked about life in general. I had a
chance to share how my life had
changed and how I was including
Christ and the practical working of the
Spirit in my everyday walk. 

I prayed that there would come a
time when I would find my friend in a
place where she would have the op-
portunity to accept Christ and receive
the new birth experience.

One day out of the blue, I felt God
wanted me to put a scarf in my winter
coat pocket. Two months later, wear-
ing that coat, I invited my friend to a
special service at my church. The Spir-
it told me this was my friend’s oppor-
tunity to come to salvation in Christ.

A minister of God powerful in the
Word and gifted in bringing souls to
Christ was teaching a special seminar.
It was as if the speaker had been a part
of every one of our conversations. The
sermon text used many of the Scrip-
tures my friend and I had discussed
during our times together. 

However, during the altar call at the
conclusion of the seminar, my friend
did not respond. There was a dinner
afterward, and I asked my friend why
she had not gone to the altar. She said
that she thought she had missed the
opportunity and did not want to in-
convenience anyone. 

The guest speaker saw us convers-
ing, came over, and began to talk to
my friend. After she was asked about
accepting Christ and being baptized,
my friend’s excuses began—the last
one being that it would mess up her
hair. You might be able to guess what
happened next: I pulled out that beau-
tiful scarf I had placed in my pocket
two months before. 

She prayed to trust in Christ, was
baptized with the scarf on her head,
and she went home a new creature in

Christ. This occurred two years after
our first conversation.

While riding home, she shared how
she felt so light and new. We talked
daily after that, just praising God. She
began receiving solutions to her
problems. 

A week later, I shared with her the
behind-the-scenes working of God to
get her to her current place in Him. She
was astonished at the miraculous de-
tails God performed on her behalf.

When asked what prompted her to
change or to accept another view of
Christ, she said it was me and the light
of change she saw in me and my life.
She was moved by the way I instructed
her to pray and ask God questions and
the fact that He answered. This took
God off the history pages for her and
made Him the living God He really is.

She was reminded of the eunuch
who was met by Philip alongside the
road. Philip had been sent by God to
explain the Scriptures with clarity to
the man from Ethiopia. That man be-
lieved and was immediately baptized.

FOLLOWING THE LIGHT
As my friend continued to live for

Christ, she was moved by how the
power of God is given to us to manage
our daily lives. Our lives become a wit-
ness to that power for a needy world
to see. She became a faithful church
member, and it drew her husband,
son, and many other family members
to a new life in Christ. 

Now almost thirty-five years later,
she is an excellent Sunday school
teacher, former Sunday school super-
intendent, former missionary depart-
ment chair, and faithful member of the
same assembly. She has led many to
Christ and taught them the ways of
godliness. She attributes her contin-
ued growth and productive walk with
Christ to the development of a strong
prayer life. She has learned to trust
God’s wisdom and not her own. 

BECOMING THE LIGHT
My friend believes we are com-

manded to be the light as Jesus is the
light. We should begin sharing that
light with those close to us. She com-
ments that my sharing time and true
friendship with her made her feel that
she mattered to me and to God. 

It is an honor to become a light for
Christ. Do not forget to share the
light—it could change someone’s
eternal destiny. H

Sharing the Light

BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS
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IF you have ever sung “Day by Day,
and with Each Passing Moment,”

you may have wondered what occa-
sioned those lyrics. You probably
could not guess the awful circum-
stance that preceded this hymn.

I have sung the song many times
and have especially fond memories of
singing it in a Bible college quartet. It
seemed to me even then to be a song
that expressed warmly God the Fa-
ther’s care for every believer, me in-
cluded.

Three people combined to make
this hymn available to us. The words
were penned by Lina Sandell (1832-
1903) and translated by Andrew L.
Skoog (1856-1934), and the music
was composed by Oscar Ahnfelt
(1813-1882). 

AUTHOR
Lina Sandel l  grew up as the

daughter of a Lutheran pastor in
Sweden. Her full name was Karolina
Wihelmina Sandell. In 1867 she mar-
ried a merchant with the last name of
Berg so that her full name became
Karolina Wilhelmina Sandell-Berg.
She was a prolific writer of about 650
hymns and preferred to sign them
only “L.S.”

When she was twenty-six years
old, she accompanied her father on
a boat trip across Lake Vättern in
Sweden. Tragically, he fell over-
board, no one was able to save him,
and she watched him drown. One
can hardly imagine her heartbreak
over what she saw. Several years lat-
er she wrote this poem, and it is 
justifiably believed that that experi-
ence encouraged these lyrics. The
original translated words are as fol-
lows:

Day by day and with each passing moment,
Strength I find to meet my trials here;
Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment,
I’ve no cause for worry or for fear.
He whose heart is kind beyond all measure
Gives unto each day what He deems best—
Lovingly, its part of pain and pleasure,
Mingling toil with peace and rest.
Ev’ry day the Lord Himself is near me
With a special mercy for each hour;
All my cares He fain would bear, and cheer

me,
He whose name is Counselor and Pow’r.
The protection of His child and treasure

Is a charge that on Himself He laid;
“As thy days, thy strength shall be in

measure,”
This the pledge to me He made.
Help me then in every tribulation
So to trust Thy promises, O Lord,
That I lose not faith’s sweet consolation
Offered me within Thy holy Word.
Help me, Lord, when toil and trouble meet-

ing,
E’er to take, as from a father’s hand,
One by one, the days, the moments fleeting,
Till I reach the promised land.

COMPOSER
During the last fifty years of Oscar

Ahnfelt’s life, he was a contemporary
of Lina Sandell. He was known as
the “Spiritual Troubadour” of Swe-
den. He composed the music to
Lina’s poems and popularized them
by traveling and singing, accompa-
nying himself on his ten-string guitar.
Since he was a Pietist, he was op-
posed by the state church, but after
a hearing with Sweden’s King Karl
XV (1826-1872), he was given free-
dom to sing.

TRANSLATOR
Andrew Skoog was born in Swe-

den, but when he was twelve, his
family moved to the United States.
He was involved in various pursuits
but especially in church music, serv-
ing as organist, choir director, hym-
nal editor, translator, and music the-
orist. He himself wrote over three
hundred hymns and anthems. Even
though he was so productive, he had
only a sixth-grade education. A large
portion of his life overlapped Lina
Sandell’s life. His English translation
of this hymn made it available to the
American church. 

THE HYMN
The hymn appears in at least eleven

American hymnals published in the
last fifty years and at least five since
1990. The lyrics, first written in 1865,
have ministered here for more than
150 years.

The hymn speaks of this life’s trou-
bles. Many identify with that; most
people, if not all, experience various
afflictions and tragedies. The lyrics
are general enough so that they do

not exclude certain specific trou-
bles. Romans 8:22-23 says, “For we
know that  the whole creat ion
groaneth and travaileth in pain to-
gether until now. And not only they,
but ourselves also, which have the
firstfruits of the Spirit, even we our-
selves groan within ourselves, wait-
ing for the adoption, to wit, the re-
demption of our body.”

The outstanding feature of the
hymn is that help is found in God the
Father. He is the focus. In His love,
wisdom, power, and companion-
ship, He is the real help for the child
of God. This truth is expressed in
Psalm 121:2, “My help cometh from
the Lord, which made heaven and
earth.” 

The third stanza avoids certain pit-
falls by asking for the Father’s help in
future trials. It does not suggest the
thought that since I have come
through one trial, I shall now breeze
through all others; rather, each will
need God’s care and my trust anew.
Second Corinthians 12:9 states, “And
he said unto me, My grace is sufficient
for thee: for my strength is made per-
fect in weakness.” 

Also, to suffer is not a sign of
greatness, in that the petitioner rec-
ognizes his or her weakness in these
times of testing. As Isaiah 66:2 de-
clares, “But to this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a con-
trite spirit, and trembleth at my
word.” 

Finally, the request is not made
with the expectation that the peti-
tioner will have no more trouble on
earth; rather he or she shall someday
arrive in heaven to be with the Father
when all these troubles will be past.
Revelation 21:4 promises, “And God
shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more
death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed
away.” 

If the truths expressed in this hymn
could help Lina in her terrible loss, cer-
tainly they can also comfort and equip
us today to endure until our heavenly
reward. H

Song of Divine Comfort 

BY ARLIE D. RAUCH
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WHEN people start sounding sur-
prised about how good you

look, you know you are old. What do
we seniors do with our “golden”
years? Do we retire and sit in the sun-
shine? Do we keep working and die
with our boots on? However God
leads us, we can all be spiritual
Calebs.

As an old man, Caleb determined to
conquer the mountain where the gi-
ants lived. He said:

Forty years old was I when Moses the
servant of the Lord sent me from Kadesh-
barnea to espy out the land; and I brought
him word again as it was in mine heart.
Nevertheless my brethren that went up
with me made the heart of the people melt:
but I wholly followed the Lord my God. And
Moses sware on that day, saying, Surely
the land whereon thy feet have trodden
shall be thine inheritance, and thy chil-
dren’s for ever, because thou hast wholly
followed the Lord my God. And now, be-
hold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he
said, these forty and five years, even since
the Lord spake this word unto Moses,
while the children of Israel wandered in the
wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day
fourscore and five years old. As yet I am as
strong this day as I was in the day that
Moses sent me: as my strength was then,
even so is my strength now, for war, both
to go out, and to come in. Now therefore
give me this mountain, whereof the Lord
spake in that day; for thou heardest in that
day how the Anakims were there, and that
the cities were great and fenced: if so be
the Lord will be with me, then I shall be able
to drive them out, as the Lord said (Josh.
14:7-12).

They said it could not be done, but
that old man did it. Caleb drove out
those giants and shines as an exam-
ple to us. If we are still breathing, God
has something for us to conquer, even
if we must fight our giants from a
wheelchair. 

In our forty-two years of ministry, we
have met many inspirational Calebs.
They illustrate a wonderful verse,
“They shall still bring forth fruit in old
age; they shall be fat and flourishing”
(Ps. 92:14).

Warren Wiersbe says that to be
fruitful in old age, we need to be
planted in Christ with deep spiritual
roots. Those strong roots will make
us productive, and we will flourish.
“When some people get old, they get

grouchy, mean and critical. Let’s not
be like that. Allow the Lord to make
you fresh and flourishing. Have roots
that go deep. You can stand the
storms and still be fruitful, feeding
others from the blessing of the Lord”
(Prayer, Praise & Promises: A Daily
Walk Through the Psalms, Baker).

Meet “Caleb” Pastor Wonders. A
caller who did not know Pastor Won-
ders would little guess by his young,
cheerful phone greeting that he will
be eighty-four soon. Pastor Wonders
still pastors a church full-time, hosts
a radio program, averages one funer-
al a week, and is the chaplain at the
county jail.

Each Monday evening, my hus-
band, John, meets Pastor Wonders
at a local jail. John teaches two Bible
studies there, one for the men and
one for the women. John’s jail min-
istry began when he visited Pastor
Wonders in the hospital and asked
whether he could do anything for
him.

“I thought he might ask me to hand
him a glass of water,” John told me
with a grin. “Instead, he asked me to
take over the jail ministry.”

Pastor Wonders’s health problems
have been many and his trips to the
hospital are frequent, but he keeps
going. He knows that time will even-
tually slow him to a stop, but he
wants to actively serve the Lord as
long as possible. I tell John that Pas-
tor Wonders is a bad influence on
him; they both think retirement is fine
for other people but not for them.

“Grandma” Bradstreet was anoth-
er “Caleb.” She attended our church
for many years. Well into her 90s,
she walked around the mobile-home
park where she lived, handing out
gospel tracts and talking to her
neighbors about the Lord Jesus. She
made prizes each year for our VBS.

Li fe eventual ly  s lowed down
Grandma Bradstreet and sent her to
a care facility. She took the joy of the
Lord with her. When our church
groups visited her, she sang with us,
tapping the table vigorously in time

to the music. Grandma Bradstreet
continued to sew and make home-
made cards to share with others.
She finished a quilt the night before
her hundredth birthday party.

When she could no longer sew or
make cards, prayer became Grand-
ma Bradstreet’s only ministry. Prayer
had always been her ministry; when
it became her only one, she was al-
ready an expert. When the Lord
called her home, she was 101 years
old, just two months from 102. Her
memorial service was a celebration
of her bright life and her joyful testi-
mony. She was an example of Psalm
92:14, “They shall bring forth fruit in
old age; they shall be fat and flour-
ishing.”

Arno C. Gaebelein wrote about
Psalm 92:14, “The palm tree is the
emblem of victory; the cedar denotes
strength and seriousness. Such are
the righteous as they walk in fellow-
ship with Jehovah. He takes care of
them and even in old age their
strength will be undiminished. While
all this is in a measure true now, it will
be accomplished in redeemed Israel”
(The Book of Psalms, Loizeaux
Brothers).

Minor things like arthritis to more
serious issues—major heart prob-
lems, a stroke, and brain surgery—
are teaching my husband and me that
old age is not for sissies; neither is it
the time to stop growing and minis-
tering. We are still able to actively
minister, but we know our “Grandma
Bradstreet days” are coming, when
prayer may be our only and our best
ministry.

We need not fear the challenges of
old age. Even then God will use and di-
rect us. He promises, “Even to your
old age I am he; and even to hoar hairs
will I carry you: I have made, and I will
bear; even I will carry, and will deliver
you” (Isa. 46:4).

God may lead you to stay or to re-
tire from your job or your ministry; fol-
low where He leads. Just stay “fat and
flourishing” for Him. H

Fat and Flourishing

BY DONNA POOLE
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APOPULAR topic among many be-
lievers these days is that of disci-

pleship. The thinking seems to be that
one person can assist another with his
or her spiritual walk through interac-
tion. Perhaps we should first consider,
What are the actual dynamics of disci-
pleship? Do some things masquerade
as discipleship without rising to the
actual stature of that high and holy
calling?

It seems the first essential to disci-
pleship centers on the leader. Jesus
had His disciples with Him. They heard
the strength and the pathos of His
words. He stood before the tomb in
which Lazarus had been laid for four
days, pouring out His grief. His disci-
ples saw His concern for His friend. He
felt the blunt evidence that sin pro-
duces death. Our Lord cried in their
presence (John 11:35). 

Later, as He looked ahead to the
coming destruction of Jerusalem, with
thousands of its people dying, He
wept (Luke 19:41-44).

Part of discipleship is comparable
to that of mentoring. An individual
who is usually older and wiser takes
a compassionate interest in someone
else. The follower may make the re-
quest to become a disciple, or, as
with Jesus, the leader may seek out
disciples. When the follower accepts
his role as such, then the discipling
process will begin (cf. Matt. 4:19). 

A disciple needs to be faithful, avail-
able, submissive, and teachable. He
must have the desire to mature in his
discipleship, that is, spiritually with our
Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. In or-
der to be faithful, he will listen to and
follow the lead of the mentor. He will
unhesitatingly give of himself—his
time, spiritual gifts, and natural abili-
ties—as he is encouraged by the
leader. He will submit areas of his life
that need to be transformed through
the powerful work of the Holy Spirit
(Rom. 12:1-2).

A disciple will listen to the Holy Spir-
it, often working through his mentor,
so that areas of his life that need to
change will be available for the Lord to
provide the will and power to make
those changes. Changes relating to
long-established habits are often diffi-
cult, but nevertheless important. For

example, a man who has become
used to telling “little white lies” will
need to change. A person who is will-
ing to disciple him will hold the liar ac-
countable to truth-telling.

Discipleship can be a process that
is specific or more general. For exam-
ple, there are some manuals available
to guide an investigation into princi-
ples in the Bible. A more mature per-
son may be able to guide the other one
into deeper spiritual truth with a very
specific set of lessons. Dr. Harold
Burchett developed a series of thir-
teen investigative lessons that he
called the Spiritual Life Studies. Other
organizations such as the Navigators
also have specific studies to assist in
discipleship.

On the other hand, as our Lord did
with His disciples, it is often advisable
to be less structured and less specif-
ic. Time spent praying and reading
God’s Word together will, by these ac-
tions, create discipleship experiences.
Real-life concerns make good oppor-
tunities to teach and learn; problems
that arise give both mentor and stu-
dent opportunities to solve them. It is
very helpful to see, feel, or experience
a concern that is brought to a benefi-
cial end. 

Our Lord Jesus spoke about the
relationship between the disciple
and his leader (Matt. 10:24-25). In
these verses, we find that a disciple
should try to be like his leader. The
effort to become better in the areas
in which his leader excels is com-
mendable. There seems to be a clear
implication that both the disciple and
the teacher will continually strive to
grow. The disciple will often rise to
the level of his teacher. This is en-
couraging, especially when we re-
member that the disciples of our
Lord were following a perfect model.
None of us will become perfect fol-
lowers because we are all sinners,
but we can seek to become the best
we are able to be.

Paul stated the matter in these vi-
brant terms: “What fruit had ye then in
those things whereof ye are now
ashamed? for the end of those things
is death. But now being made free
from sin, and become servants to
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness,

and the end everlasting life” (Rom.
6:21-23).

The encouragement in these verses
relates to the promise that as servants
of God, we will be bearing fruit; that is,
we will please the Lord with our lives.
This truth gives us the courage to be
able to pursue excellence as disciples
of wiser, more mature men or women.

Our Lord gave His disciples impor-
tant responsibilities that were pur-
poseful and fulfilling. Part of a healthy
discipleship relationship centers on
having meaningful things to do. These
worthwhile things will be demonstrat-
ed by the leader. The disciple will then
observe and seek to put into practice
a similar lifestyle.

There should be some warning
about relationships that are not
healthy discipleship interactions. I re-
member a woman stating that she
had to submit to her husband even
when he asked her to commit blatant
sin. While she was not in a disciple-
ship relationship with her husband,
she felt because of biblical teaching
that she should do the evil he asked
of her. Discipleship does not require a
person to stop thinking or stop mak-
ing correct decisions. Indeed, the
process does not ask a person to
stop thinking. 

While a disciple should have a sub-
missive heart, understanding that he
may not be able to comprehend some
things, he should not stop engaging in
deep investigative thinking. All mod-
eled behavior should match what is
known from the Bible. No principle
that is anti-biblical can thrive in a
healthy discipleship relationship. A
disciple desires to have his heartbeat
in rhythm with the Holy Spirit, living a
life of faith, hope, and love. To follow
such a person glorifies the Lord and
sets an example for less mature be-
lievers.

The best discipleship relationships
develop into mutual ministry. The less
mature ones may become so strong
that they assume the role of the leader
in discipleship with another. Jesus’
disciples became disciple-makers.
This is indeed what our Lord commis-
sioned when He ascended back to the
glory of the Father (Acts 1:8). H

Discipleship

BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN., PH.D.
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CHRISTMAS, at our house in the
past and now at our daughter’s,

has involved having extra people in for
dinner and handing out little gifts to
brighten their day. 

Last year, our daughter and her fam-
ily housed a man who had been hav-
ing great financial difficulty until he
could get back on his feet. Naturally,
he was part of the family Christmas
celebration. 

There are many ways on this won-
derful holiday that we can show
Christ’s love to others, whether they
are fellow believers or not. Let us look
at a few ways we all can expand our
definition of family and show the hos-
pitality God wants us to extend to oth-
ers. What are the scriptural mandates
for hospitality?

Hebrews 13:2 says, “Be not forget-
ful to entertain strangers: for thereby
some have entertained angels un-
awares.”

In Matthew 25:34-39, Jesus says to
the righteous that they are blessed
because they showed kindness to
Him when he was hungry, thirsty, a
stranger, cold, and sick, even visiting
Him in prison. The righteous do not
remember doing that for Jesus, but
verse 40 explains, “And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these
my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.”

Our responsibility to help others is
clear, and it is not just to be heeded at
Christmastime. However, Christmas is
a ready-made time for fulfilling this
mandate. Let us not keep our ideas or
those presented here to ourselves. Let
us share them with our church family
in hopes of giving them ideas on ways
to be a special blessing to others this
Christmas.

There are always those individuals
in our churches who are not shut in
but who are alone at Christmas. Per-
haps some have no family. Others
may live too far from their families to
visit them. Still others may be alien-
ated from their families. Whatever
the circumstances, talk to your pas-

tor about those you could invite to
your home for Christmas Day. Invite
as many as you can accommodate,
as just one or two might feel awk-
ward. 

Be sure to invite them well in ad-
vance, and tell them not to bring gifts.
Their presence is their gift. If they bring
something anyway, accept it gra-
ciously.

Ask whether they have any favorite
Christmas traditions. If so, incorporate
some with your own. Also ask whether
they have a favorite dish they like for
Christmas dinner. If they ask to bring
it, let them. Check too for food prefer-
ences and allergies before confirming
your menu. My household includes
one vegetarian, two with lactose intol-
erance, and one with celiac disease.
Cooking is quite a challenge! If you let
other family members help in the
kitchen, let your guests help too. Treat
them as family!

Have your family gift exchange be-
fore your guests arrive. If you can af-
ford it, buy a gift for each guest, and
let a child in your family give it to them.
Or you could place it at their spot at
the table. Especially include gifts if any
children come.

A second idea that can easily be
included with the first idea is to
check with your local  miss ion
and/or your local refugee center.
Find out how to go about inviting a
single mom with children for Christ-
mas afternoon or a refugee family or
both. It would be fun to mix the two
families. Here in Lansing, Michigan,
we have a rescue mission center
housing just single moms and chil-
dren. 

Again, find out about traditions,
foods they l ike, and allergies. A
refugee family may be more comfort-
able if someone is available to trans-
late for them, so invite that person
too.

Remember, the refugee family you
invite may not celebrate Christmas.
Doing so might be new to them. But
ask about traditions they have that in-
volve decorations or gifts. By includ-
ing items that bring back memories or

including something from their native
land, or items that bring back memo-
ries for your single moms and children,
you are making your guests feel they
truly matter to you.

You will need to get recipes and in-
gredients for guest choices, but you
could let your guests help prepare
their particular dish when they arrive.
Kitchens are great for encouraging
closeness.

A crucial part of your celebration
with your guest families should be a
reading of the Christmas story, the ac-
count in Luke 2:1-20. Conclude with
John 3:16, and tie in the fact that Je-
sus came as a baby, but with a pur-
pose: the redemption of all who ac-
cept Him and ask for the forgiveness
He made possible. 

Let the Holy Spirit work in the lives
of your guests to bring them under-
standing of God’s Word. This may
even be a first for some of them to hear
the gospel. You are, in effect, minister-
ing to hearts, souls, and bodies as you
share God’s Word, Christ’s love, and
your food with guests.

A final idea in which your church
may want to become involved is
adopting a shut-in who will be alone.
If possible, bring the person to your
home. If not, take them a meal and a
gift, then sit with them while they
eat. 

Again, this idea can be combined
with the others if you have enough re-
sources to do them all. Do not take on
more than you can handle. The impor-
tant thing is to focus on your guests
and your family, and if you spread
yourself too thin, you will not be able
to do that effectively. 

Whatever you do, and in all that you
do, provide an atmosphere that lets
Christ’s love flow through you. What
better way to celebrate Christmas! I
am so convinced that I am going to
suggest to my daughter that we add a
family to the mix with whomever else
comes this Christmas. I know she will
say yes! H

Expanding Family for Christmas

BY NOEL HARSHMAN



WINTER QUARTER 2017-18 57

The Warmth of God’s Love

BY DARYL JUSTICE

CONTRARY to what some people
may believe, Christians still face

fears, have challenges of faith, and
still sin. They may fear failure, experi-
ence financial and marital problems,
and suffer with poor health. They all
face what most believe is the ultimate
fear—death. Christians are human.
Fear is a natural reaction to trouble
and to the unknown. 

What should be the difference for a
Christian is the realization that faith
and trust in God will alleviate all those
things that adversely influence our
lives. Life is filled with uncertainties
that create havoc again and again.
Nearly everyone has encountered ups
and downs in their lives. However,
God’s Word tells us that we should
fear no evil (cf. Ps. 23:4).

I am a worrier, however. The bills
need to be paid, the tires are nearly
worn out on the car, or something is
broken and we need to replace it.
Christ admonished us not to worry
(Matt. 6:25-34), but I sometimes forget
God’s great power, His quiet work in
our lives, and the miracles He can per-
form.

We can fight life’s worries with
trust and faith in God, believing that
He will see us through whatever ad-
versity we are facing. I often forget to
trust Him to take care of my needs
with the full faith that He will take
care of me. God knows exactly what
we need and when we need it (Matt.
6:32-33). Also, His timing is perfect
even when our faith and trust are
not.

True, most of us still fall short in our
faith and trust in Him. We forget that
God is the ultimate power in the uni-
verse and that we should please Him
in all things. We still sin. If we could do
otherwise, we would not have needed
a Saviour in the first place.

A Christian is a sinner saved by
grace. However, if you are like me,
you sometimes tend to neglect God
and obedience to His Word. We com-
mit a sin, feel regret, repent, and ask
God to forgive us. But, often as not,
we go back and revisit the offense. It
seems as if we just cannot let some
sins go. Why do we keep looking
back? 

When Lot was delivered from God’s

destruction of Sodom, his wife
looked back on the city, which she
was warned not to do, and she be-
came a pillar of salt (Gen. 19:26). Did
she doubt God’s word concerning
what He was going to do? Did she
look back in regret at losing her for-
mer lifestyle? 

Even King David, whom God loved,
committed some grievous sins
(II Sam. 11:4-17), which shows us that
no matter what our station in life, we
can and will fall into Satan’s traps. Yet,
with all those terrible sins, David nev-
er turned from God. David was pun-
ished through the division of his
household, internal strife, rebellion,
and the loss of his throne for a short
time; still, when David was confronted,
he went to the house of the Lord and
worshipped (12:20). 

David’s prayer of confession is
recorded in Psalm 51. It is a moving
and heartfelt prayer that exemplifies
how we should ask God’s forgive-
ness. David acknowledged his sin
and sought God’s forgiveness. He re-
quested that God would give him a
clean heart and restore to him the joy
of His salvation. What a prayer that
is! When we approach God humbly
with a broken heart and contrite spir-
it, that is the kind of prayer that will
roll from our lips. And God will re-
spond. 

We know that God never gave up on
David. When confronted by Nathan
the prophet, David admitted his sin.
God showed mercy and grace by for-
giving David (II Sam. 12:13). David re-
gained his throne, and God gracious-
ly allowed David’s son Solomon to
become king, even granting him wis-
dom far beyond any other man in his-
tory. But the greatest honor granted to
David was that Christ came from the
line of David.

Many cannot understand how God
willingly forgives, nor can they fathom
God’s compassion and love. After the
Fall of man, God expressed His love
for us when He put enmity between
the serpent and the woman. God de-
clared that “her seed . . . shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel” (Gen. 3:15). That is a direct ref-
erence to the ultimate demonstration
of God’s love: our Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ. God provided us with an
answer to our sin problem, our lack of
trust, and faltering faith. He gave us a
Saviour because of His love for us. To
say God loves us is an understate-
ment. 

How can God’s perfect love be ex-
plained when it is beyond our ability to
comprehend? Try to imagine un-
selfish, unconditional, and totally pure
love. It is foreign and inconceivable to
man. Because sin is in our nature, per-
fect love is not. God’s love was
demonstrated on the cross (John
3:16). 

Imagine, if you will, lying in a bed on
a chilly night. If we choose to use a
blanket as the bed warms us, we be-
gin to experience warmth that sur-
rounds our entire body. As it envelops
us, we relax and drift off into a peace-
ful, restful sleep. God’s love envelops
us and surrounds us with warmth,
comfort, and contentment. God’s love
for us is such that He will never fail us
(Deut. 31:6).

We live in a wonderful world of
technology that is designed to make
our lives easier. But it comes at a ter-
rible price. We no longer face life
with a leisurely attitude; we hurry
everywhere as if we are cramming as
much into each minute as we can.
Television and the Internet have be-
come Satan’s playground, enticing
people with their respective weak-
nesses. Atrocious activities and atti-
tudes of all types are present, but
breaking through it all is the warm,
unconditional, everlasting love of
God. 

As we face our trials in life, some-
times stumbling and falling, we need
to remember that God is there for us.
Like He did with Adam and David, God
may punish us for our sins, but He will
never stop loving us. God’s love is
complete and everlasting. He rewards
those who diligently seek Him (Heb.
11:6).

God urges us to go to Him for for-
giveness. If we confess our sins, trust
in His mercy, and ask in faith for for-
giveness and the joy of His salvation
(Ps. 51:12) to be returned to us, God
will faithfully and lovingly do so. H



58

SOMETIMES I think I understand
God, but at other times I find my-

self in the dark. The problem is not
with God, however. The problem lies in
my limits as a finite creature trying to
relate to an infinite Creator. Attempting
to understand the Trinity still gives me
headaches! This closest Friend and
Confidant of ours can still at times be
enshrouded in mystery.

We spend a surprising amount of
time getting to know those in our
lives—in person, online, or on the
phone. We have an innate desire to
connect with others—to know and to
be known. This shows that God de-
signed us to be open with one another,
and most important, with Him. Sin’s
complete reversal of this design is most
obvious in Genesis 3 after Adam and
Eve disobeyed. Their first act at hearing
His approach was to hide. 

God made us to want to know Him.
He provided enough knowledge of
Himself through creation to draw us to
Himself (Rom. 1:19-20). He shows
who He is through the Bible. And while
the Bible teaches us much about Him,
we still have questions. The Bible re-
veals enough so that, with the Holy
Spirit’s guidance, we can understand
the basics. As a résumé or profile
shows only an outline of someone’s
skills and accomplishments, the Bible
has not shown us everything there is
to know about God, His plans, and our
eternal destination. 

Take the book of Revelation for ex-
ample. My adult Sunday school class
just finished studying it, and now I
know why few pastors choose to
preach anything more than its first few
chapters. Jesus’ letters to the church-
es are full of very down-to-earth in-
structions that people can apply, but I
found the rest of the book ponderous.
As I agonized through the remaining
chapters, I wondered, “If Revelation is
meant to reveal, then why is it so con-
fusing?” 

The book of Revelation is Jesus’
revelation: it belongs to Him, and it is
a revelation of Himself (Rev. 1:1). It dis-
closes God’s plans for eternal justice.
Yet Revelation is prophetic and there-
fore subject to interpretation to a cer-
tain degree, so it is difficult for people
to agree on all the particulars. I felt

stressed teaching it because I feared it
would cause arguments and division.
Could I possibly explain to others con-
cepts of which I myself had such a ten-
uous grasp? 

I prayed continually for the wisdom
of the Holy Spirit, and God was faith-
ful. He showed our class things about
Himself, yet other things remained
hidden. The book of Revelation is a
useful example of how the Bible re-
veals much about God but does not
show us everything.

In general, the Bible says much
about Jesus. He was instrumental at
Creation (Col. 1:16-19), and He is
God’s only begotten Son (John 3:16).
In Revelation, He alone is worthy to
open the book in God’s right hand
(5:2-13). And when He returns, it will
not be hidden from view in a humble
stable; He will arrive grandly as Con-
queror and King (19:11-16). 

Revelation ends with Jesus saying
multiple times that He is coming
quickly, which is greatly encouraging.
But in Matthew 24:36, Jesus says
something puzzling: “But of that day
and hour knoweth no man, no, not the
angels of heaven, but my Father only.”
If God the Father, Son, and Holy Spir-
it are one, and God is omniscient, how
then could Jesus not know? Also,
Revelation 19:12 says He has a name
on Him which no one knows but Him-
self. These verses show there are as-
pects of Christ we still do not under-
stand. 

The Bible also shows us His acts of
judgment against sin. Revelation
clearly describes various judgments
God exacts on the planet and its peo-
ple. God’s justice is exacted with great
majesty and power against those who
are His enemies. This echoes His in-
structions to the Israelites to wipe out
the inhabitants of the Promised Land,
sparing nothing that breathed (Deut.
20:16-18). The battle of Armageddon
alone is a site of unprecedented
bloodshed (Rev. 19:11-21). 

In Revelation 20, we see the Great
White Throne judgment and the lake of
fire reserved for all whose names are
not found in the Lamb’s book of life—
it is the place of God’s final judgment
(vss. 11-15). In short, Revelation
shows us that God’s holiness requires

justice, and there is a time of reckon-
ing with the King. 

However, there is a limit to our un-
derstanding of it all. Where is this lake
of fire? What is behind the calculation
of the number of the beast (Rev.
13:18)? Also, there is a place that
seems to be distinguished from hell,
called “the bottomless pit,” from
which rise the agents of the fifth trum-
pet judgment, and where Satan is to
be incarcerated during the millennial
reign (9:1-2, 11; 20:1-3). Where is this
place? 

After chronicling the judgment, Rev-
elation describes the New Jerusalem
(chaps. 21—22). It is a city of literal
and symbolic meaning, beauty, and
peace. Its description, however, cre-
ates questions. It descends out of
heaven from God, but does it ever
touch down (21:2, 10)? Do its wall
measurements refer to height or width
(vs. 17)? Is there a connection be-
tween the precious stones of its foun-
dations (vss. 19-20) and the stones of
the high priest’s breastplate in Exodus
39:10-14? If there is only one tree of
life, how is it on both sides of the river
of life (Rev. 22:2)? 

Questions like these give us pause
(and reasons to study His Word
deeply). But remember, God is a God
of infiniteness. As sinful humans, we
cannot even see His face and live (cf.
Exod. 33:20), which is why He sent Je-
sus (John 14:6-9). Through Scripture,
through Jesus, and through the ongo-
ing work of the Holy Spirit in our daily
walk, we learn. But there is only so
much we will be able to know about
Him this side of heaven. 

Understanding the fullness of God
is beyond our finite ability, but be en-
couraged. Despite our questions, God
is big enough to hear them; and in His
timing, we will get our answers. He
gives us what we need to know, with
our lack of knowledge binding us fast
to Him in faith—“For now we see
through a glass, darkly; but then face
to face: now I know in part; but then
shall I know even as also I am known”
(I Cor. 13:12). So while I have ques-
tions as I await Christ’s return, I look
forward to learning the answers when
I see Him. H

Wanting to Know More About Him 

BY RICHARD PORTER
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Become as Little Children

BY LIZ TETLEY

IN Matthew 18:3, Jesus said, “Verily I
say unto you, Except ye be con-

verted, and become as little children,
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of
heaven.” When we consider teaching
children about God and the Bible, we
usually start with what knowledge
adults can impart. Sharing what we
have learned is part of teaching chil-
dren; however, I think we need to be-
gin outside ourselves. 

Jesus next told His disciples that
whoever humbles himself like a child
is the “greatest in the kingdom of
heaven” (Matt. 18:4). That is exactly
what Jesus did. He humbled Himself
by coming to earth as a baby who
grew into a child.

How do we humble ourselves as
little children? Think about the qual-
ities children usually possess. They
are open to learning. They exude ex-
citement and energy. They live in the
moment but look forward to the fu-
ture—when they can open birthday
presents or when Mommy and Dad-
dy will pick them up after church. Je-
sus, although fully God, became hu-
man to experience being one of us in
order to save us. He pursued His
goal with passion and energy, seek-
ing solace in prayer when He need-
ed to be refreshed. He lived in the
moment, healing those around Him
and using situations He encountered
to teach, but always kept His future
in mind.

Thinking like a child should be part
of the preparation process for any
Bible lesson. Prepare your mind,
heart, and lesson as if you were the
children you want to teach.

Prepare your mind by asking God
what He wants you to teach. His an-
swer may be the already created cur-
riculum your church uses. 

The next part of preparing your mind
is to learn all you can about the lesson
or theme you will teach. You should
also learn about the intended age
group. 

I have experience with preschool-
ers, especially two-and three-year-
olds. This age needs activities with
lots of movement. Stories must be
very short to keep their attention. They
are still mastering motor skills and may

have never held a glue stick or
crayons; therefore, they need more
assistance with crafts.

Older children need time to express
their thoughts and feelings. At this
point in their lives, they have ideas and
opinions coming at them from many
sources, including parents, peers,
teachers, and media. They are trying
to figure out who to listen to and how
to tune out the negative influences.

In addition to preparing your mind,
you need to prepare your heart. Pray
for those you will be teaching. Ask
God how you can show love to them.
Getting the lesson across is impor-
tant, but more important is showing
that you care about the children as
people. Jesus had an entirely new
mindset to teach, but He showed
love for the people He wanted to
reach. 

Once you have prepared your mind
and heart, make sure you have all the
materials you need. Come up with ad-
ditional ideas in case something does
not work or the children finish quickly
and you have time to fill. Make sure
your lesson contains a variety of ways
to learn. Some people learn by listen-
ing while others learn by touching or
watching. Having more than one way
to teach the lesson may seem repeti-
tive or even boring, but repetition aids
learning. Preschoolers love songs, po-
ems, and stories with actions they can
perform or sounds they can make. 

Games that reinforce the lesson are
fun too. For a lesson about Noah’s ark,
find or make cards with pictures of an-
imals. Arrange the cards facedown on
a table or the floor, and let the kids take
turns flipping two over at a time until
they find matches. This will help them
learn that Noah took two of each type
of animal onto the ark, plus help with
memory development. 

Another game I made for a lesson
about Noah’s ark is Pin the Animal to
the Ark. Find or draw a large picture of
the ark, and bring in pictures of vari-
ous animals. Taking turns, have the
children choose an animal, close their
eyes, spin a couple of times, then try
to pin (for preschoolers I used tape)
the animal onto the ark picture.

Prepare as many ideas as you can.

It is better to have more than you need
than not enough since even the best
plans do not always work. Be flexible
and willing to try something else if your
first attempt is not capturing the chil-
dren’s interest.

Pay attention to the children as you
go through your lesson. Are they lis-
tening to the story or are they squirm-
ing and fidgeting? If you have an ab-
sorbed audience—congratulations! If
not, maybe your students need a
chance to release energy. Take a
break from telling the lesson and sing
a song with motions, or ask the chil-
dren to act out part of the story. For
toddlers, I have learned that the only
time they sat still long enough to hear
a Bible lesson was during snack time.
While they crunched their crackers,
one of the adults would read the short
lesson and show them the pictures.

Paying attention means more than
just making sure the children under-
stand the lesson. Two- and three-
year-olds need bathroom breaks or
diaper changes. Sometimes an older
child may just need someone to talk
to. 

One quality that children of all ages
share is knowing how to have fun.
Adults, with bills to pay and house-
work to do, easily forget that some-
times we just need to have fun. The
Bible says there is “a time to laugh”
(Eccles. 3:4). Doing something you en-
joy lets your mind rest and absorb
knowledge. Not sure what your stu-
dents will think is fun? Let them show
you.

Teaching a children’s Bible lesson is
about more than helping children re-
cite a memory verse and learn a Bible
story. Those things are good, but we
need to lead them by example. We
need to help children understand that
God is more than what stories and
songs may convey. He is someone
who cares about them. Adults forget
this sometimes because we are dis-
tracted by the things of this world.
Teaching children reminds us that we
need to focus instead on the kingdom
of heaven and “become as little chil-
dren” (Matt. 18:3). H
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BEFORE you can definitely decide
what your involvement in a

Christian Education ministry should
be, you should determine what
makes your heart sing. What is it that
touches your heart? What do you
know about yourself? General ly
speaking, people are not quick to ad-
mit their true feelings about them-
selves. But an overwhelming per-
centage of people do not like who
they are. If you do not believe me, just
look around. Everywhere you go, you
will see the evidence of people trying
to transform themselves. To make
matters worse, some of them attempt
to convince others of their views, and
self-hatred is the result. 

Does this dissatisfaction remind you
of someone? The once-beloved angel
known as Lucifer was plagued with
this same problem. He did not like who
he was and was unwilling to accept his
role as a servant. Lucifer was so con-
vincing in his rebellion against God
that a host of angels followed him into
their own downfall (Rev. 12:4). How is
this self-hatred? Refusing to see your-
self as God sees you results in being
dissatisfied with who you are. This dis-
like has been planted and nourished
by that great deceiver. The following is
a list of phases that I believe people
experience: (1) Team We; (2) Why Me?;
(3) I Wish; (4) I Am; (5) Control; (6)
Serenity. Now let me give you my de-
scription of each group.

“TEAM WE”
We will start with “Team We.” Mem-

bers of this group are all great team
players. They are satisfied with the
contributions they offer for the good
of them all. Because they are part of
the group, they feel accepted and
valued. However, because they blend
in with the other group members,
they may never be recognized for
their specific roles. Sometimes mem-
bers of this group become compla-
cent and never accept challenges

that would allow them to do some-
thing outside of the group. Individu-
als within this group may never reach
their full potential because they nev-
er want to go solo. 

“WHY ME?”
Recognizing their faults and flaws,

“Why Me?” people have acceptance
issues. They are not capable of see-
ing past their imperfections and dis-
like themselves. Since they have al-
ready nurtured the seed of negativity,
others’ views about them are impor-
tant. If the opinions are positive, it
makes this group feel good, but only
temporarily. If the feelings are nega-
tive, this group embraces those sen-
timents; it confirms what they were
already feeling. “Why Me?” adher-
ents need validation from others
most of the time.

“I WISH”
The “I Wish” group not only have

low opinions of themselves, but they
also highly regard what they consid-
er to be the positive attributes of
others. This group is often drawn to
others who have the qualities they
lack. They are willing to contradict
themselves to adopt the desired per-
sona of another. Because they have
attempted to acquire the image, at-
titude, characteristics, or actions of
someone else, they tend to always
be around the “original.” This caus-
es problems because they appear to
be too clingy.

“I AM”
Knowingly and willingly capable of

accepting themselves the way they are
is an admirable trait for the “I Am”
group. They have a sense of self and
are comfortable in their own skins.
They are also good with helping others.
Regrettably, they may be reluctant to
make needed changes in themselves
because they believe that the way they
are is the only way they can be. 

“CONTROL”
What makes this group different

from the last group is the belief that
they can change what they do not like.
Because this group is very good at be-
ing successful, it becomes problemat-
ic for them when they are unsuccess-
ful at conventional ways of working
things out. They tend to want to
change people into versions of them-
selves—that way the world would be a
better place.

“SERENITY”
The final group is the “Serenity”

group. They have accepted that God
is real, and He is the source of power
that everyone should be tapping into.
God drives them, and they seek His
face regularly for everything. The
“Serenity” group has a peace about
them that dumbfounds others. Many
just do not understand how those in
this group can find something good in
the messiest of messes.

Do not be surprised if you have
found yourself having visited different
groups at several points of your life.
The preferred group is “Serenity.” See
yourself there, if you are not already.

HOW DO I SEEK GOD?
Knowing yourself is great, but

knowing God is better. Having a rela-
tionship with the Father will help you
to identify and see things you could
not have otherwise known, including
what makes your heart sing. Seeking
God cannot be done by just going to
church. The carnal attitudes that
sometimes surface in a church clearly
demonstrate that simply showing up
in church does not make one godly.
For even the demons believe that God
exists (Jas. 2:19). 

The best way to become close to
someone is to spend time getting to
know him or her. Simply being in a
room with someone does not build in-
timacy, yet that is exactly what some
of us seem to think when we attend

Christian Education

What Makes Your Heart Sing?
BY GAIL TAYLOR
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should be done daily and sponta-
neously. It should not just occur at
church during an assigned time.
Praise and worship may look different
at home than at church. It may also
look different from person to person.
There is no specific blueprint for what
being a Christian should look like. Re-
member that your righteousness is
more about your heart than your
works. Furthermore, God knows how
authentic you really are.

FASTING
Fasting is the deprivation of a par-

ticular thing to show God how com-
mitted you are to hearing His voice.
Most people connect fasting to food;
however, anything can be the object of
a fast. The most important thing to re-
member about fasting is that you must
sacrifice something of value and
should study the Bible and pray
throughout the entire time of fasting. If
you can comfortably live without a
thing, it would not be considered a
fast. Praying to God during that time is
out of need, and God will bless you be-
cause of the sacrifice you have made
for Him.

WHAT MAKES YOUR HEART
SING?

Ministry is right under your nose.
While you are waiting to hear from
God, there are plenty of things in which
you can be involved. They may not be
big and grand or something noticed by
others. Not everyone will have a big,
noticeable part in the Christian body,
but everyone’s work for God is impor-
tant to Him. The main focus of your
ministry should be about introducing
others to Jesus Christ and equipping
them to do the same for others. You
must remember that the work you do
is to be pleasing and glorifying to God,
not man. God looks at the heart while
man looks at the externals.

Your ministry for God can be
something as simple as being kind to
others. Set out to do acts of kindness
for a specific number of people each
day. Once you have met your quota,
increase it. You will be amazed at
how welcoming your generous spirit
will be to those in need. Shortly af-
terward, being nice will be something
you do automatically. Remember to
be kind with the purpose of bringing
others to Christ and for helping the
body of Christ. 

ing of thanks, be made for all men.”
Supplications are prayer requests

for things that are wanted. Interces-
sions are prayers that you pray in re-
gard to others. Thanksgivings are
praises rendered up to God for the
things that He has done. With that be-
ing said, thanksgivings and praises
should be our top prayers. God does
not deserve to have friends who al-
ways have their hands out. What if the
tables were turned?

READING AND STUDYING
Another way to seek God is by

reading and studying your Bible. As
you are reading and studying, the
Holy Spirit will reveal to you what
you are in need of knowing. You
could study the various writers, the
books they wrote, or a plethora of
topics in the Bible. After all, reading
the Bible should make you better
spiritually. 

In my opinion, the most meaningful
way for you might be a topical study
where you can study topics of interest
or topics concerning areas in which
you may need improvements. My
most recent topical study covered the
prophets of the Bible. I began with
Hosea and, at the time of writing this
article, moved on to Amos. Once while
I was preparing my lesson to teach
Sunday school, I became very inter-
ested in the prophet Hosea. As I stud-
ied, I felt the Holy Spirit leading me to
continue a topical study on the
prophets.

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
I read the Bible and as I am reading,

I take notes so that I can reflect on the
ideas that I captured. If something
pops up that I do not know, I write it
down and I research the concept,
word, or meaning of the idea for fur-
ther understanding. I then proceed on
with the Bible study. I read over my
notes every few days to make sure
that I am understanding and clarify
any loose ends. If the Holy Spirit gives
me a revelation, I jot down the revela-
tion for future reference.

PRAISE AND WORSHIP
Rendering praise and worship

should be as natural as your prayers.
God can reveal himself to you in the
midst of it all. Praise is thanking God
for the things that He has done,
whereas worship is thanking and ac-
knowledging God for who He is. This

church. We sit on our pew as God talks
to us, and we never say anything back.
If you had to date you, how long would
the relationship last? Yet we expect
God and others to accept us as we are
without any inclination of changing for
the better. As a Christian, changes
have happened, and the changes you
have undergone by the Holy Spirit’s
work have been for your good. 

Why are we not willing to make the
additional changes needed to ad-
vance our walk with Jesus Christ? Is it
time or money? Those are the two
biggest hindrances around. Since you
do not have to pay any entrance fees
to see God, that really only leaves us
with time. And if time is your problem,
that is really no problem for God. You
see, God created everything in six
days. He rested on the seventh day,
not because He was tired, but as a
demonstration to us of how to start
and stop, how to begin and end. That
means we should have the ability to
know when to be active and then
know when to rest. 

Time management will successfully
help you to achieve and accomplish
what you need to do. It is a system to
include your daily scheduled events
and the time that is directly involved
with accomplishing those tasks. Some
things on your schedule may not be
adjustable, such as work or school;
yet other tasks will not be as demand-
ing. You should have balance. A time
for God, work, you, family, and rest
can all be incorporated if you do not
spend too much time on certain tasks
and not enough time on others.

PRAYER
Say a prayer to God, asking Him to

show you how to balance your time
wisely. This will demonstrate to God
that you want to give Him what is al-
ready His. We pray for all kinds of stuff.
Let us now focus our prayers on bet-
tering our Christian walk. We are not
babies anymore, and we do not have
to pray for all “the fluff.” For the Bible
clearly states, “But seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteous-
ness; and all these things shall be
added unto you” (Matt. 6:33). There-
fore prayer is a must in seeking God’s
face. 

There are many types of prayer, yet
I will only delve into some of them.
First Timothy 2:1 states, “I exhort
therefore, that, first of all, supplica-
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giv- (Continued on page 63)
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ACOMMON expression is that
“leaders are readers.” No outside

writings can take the place of Scrip-
ture, but we must make the effort to
read other valuable works. The pastor
does not escape this necessity. Even
the Apostle Paul had his own favored
reading material. In II Timothy, Paul re-
quested it thusly, “The cloke that I left
at Troas with Carpus, when thou
comest, bring with thee, and the
books, but especially the parchments”
(4:13). 

It may be trivial to argue what works
Paul was reading, but it is certainly an
important thing for pastors to consid-
er for themselves, especially since not
all writings are equal. What are you
reading? More specifically, what are
you reading during your sermon
preparations?

John MacArthur wrote, “A biblical
expositor must develop and maintain
a strong core library of significant
books and other materials to use in
his preparation” (Preaching: How to
Preach Biblically, Thomas Nelson).
For some individuals this may be a
requisite in order to “study to shew
thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth”
(II Tim. 2:15). Reading newspapers
and articles can keep us up-to-date
on current events, but biblical com-
mentaries are to be a main focus of
pastors. Still, the truth of the matter is
that study helps such as commen-
taries, articles, maps, and the like
should be utilized to refine, not define,
our sermon preparation.

The first step in examining our read-
ing and study material is to identify
value. Not every book available is
valuable to the pastor. With the con-
tinual surge in self-publishing and
print-on-demand availability to every-
one and anyone, we will also see the
rise of material available to the pastor

marketed as valuable for biblical
study. In keeping with Paul’s teaching,
we ought to “prove all things; hold fast
that which is good” (I Thess. 5:21).
From the multitude of materials avail-
able to us, we must learn to identify
those which are worth the purchase
price and the shelf space they would
occupy.

Well-intentioned individuals have
on numerous occasions donated
books to me as a pastor. They have
acquired these books in many differ-
ent ways. Some have purchased a
book as a gift with me in mind. Other
books are passed on to me for vari-
ous reasons. It is difficult to know
what to do with these at times be-
cause it is truly rare to receive a valu-
able one. What I have done is either
left it on a particular shelf for a month
before discarding it or placed it in a
storage box.

Once we can discern a valuable re-
source, we then need to understand
how to pull out its greatest potential.
This requires our understanding of its
purpose, especially a biblical com-
mentary. I divide my commentaries
into three different categories: exeget-
ical, hermeneutical, and homiletical
resources.

EXEGETICAL RESOURCES
Exegesis is the process in which a

person looks for the truth to arise out
of the passage of Scripture. The op-
posite of this is eisegesis—a person
projecting his own meaning onto the
text. Therefore, when we say we need
good, exegetical resources, we are
implying that we need those sources
that help us come to the plainest
meaning of the text.

These resources do not concern
themselves as much with interpreta-
tion as they do with grammatical and
historical foundations of the text. Un-
derstanding the original languages

and the historical settings surrounding
biblical passages is incredibly benefi-
cial to the preacher. It is helpful to
know what the text meant to its origi-
nal receiving audience before at-
tempting to interpret for the present
audience. 

To help understand the original lan-
guages, the preacher can tap into re-
sources such as Vine’s Complete Ex-
pository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words (Thomas Nelson), or
The New Strong’s Expanded Exhaus-
tive Concordance of the Bible
(Thomas Nelson). For resources with
deeper grammatical depth, you can
look for scholars such as William
Mounce and their writings.

When looking for resources that
provide a historical context for bibli-
cal text, look to resources such as
Nelson’s New Illustrated Bible Man-
ners and Customs: How the People
of the Bible Really Lived (Thomas
Nelson). Bible atlases are also good
places to look, and some provide
historical context. One example is
The IVP Atlas of Bible History (IVP
Academic).

HERMENEUTICAL RESOURCES
Most seminaries offer an entire

course or two that focus on the sub-
ject of hermeneutics. Hermeneutics is
the study of the principles and meth-
ods of interpretation. In dealing with
the Bible, it concentrates on how one
studies the Bible and interprets it
along theological principles. In other
words, hermeneutics is the lens
through which people view the Scrip-
tures. Caution is advised to use re-
sources by writers whose theological
principles and presuppositions are
biblical.

In this section of resources, we
find those that are most readily avail-
able to and used by preachers. Com-
mentar ies by such wri ters as

The Pastor’s Study

Identifying Preaching Resources 
for Pastors 

BY JEREMY KAMER
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The Holy Scriptures did not come
by men’s own invention, but by the
leading of the Spirit. Moses could not
have written about Creation unless
the Spirit revealed it to Him. John
could not have written about future
events in such detail without the Holy
Spirit leading him. If the Scriptures
could not be written down without
the leading of the Holy Spirit, it is
likewise impossible to think that
proper interpretation of them can
come without Him.

The Word of God is united with the
Holy Spirit and His work in making
Scripture come alive. It is the Holy
Spirit who truly teaches the minister
and any student of the Scripture its
true meaning. The Holy Spirit reveals
truth and illuminates it in our minds. It
is the Holy Spirit who drives those
truths into our hearts, convicting us
and setting us free by God’s truth. It
is the Holy Spirit who applies the
truths found in God’s Word to our
own personal experiences. It is the
Holy Spirit who makes preaching full
and fruitful. 

I believe that it is important for
preachers to use every available tool
to present the gospel. We must
strive to preach with integrity, clari-
ty, and conviction. We can accom-
plish that only by utilizing all that
God has given. H

corners is real for the pastor who is
rushed or has not developed proper
sermon preparation routines.

A HIGH POSITION OF SCRIPTURE
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT

The questions “What is the place of
Scripture in interpretation?” and
“What about the Holy Spirit’s part in
leading the preacher?” do arise when
talking about using preaching re-
sources. To put it simply, the preach-
er must hold Scripture’s and the Holy
Spirit’s roles as the ultimate re-
sources in preaching at the highest
level. Without either, our preaching is
nothing more than religious and
moral talk.

An old saying in Bible study is to
“Let Scripture interpret Scripture.”
There are a couple of different things
this statement implies. First, context
matters. When we read a verse, we
must pay attention to the verses im-
mediately before and after. Then we
look at the entire connected passage,
followed by the entire chapter. Adja-
cent chapters and the remainder of
that Bible book also play an important
role in interpreting Scripture.

Second, whatever interpretation we
arrive at for a certain verse or passage
must be in harmony with the larger
teaching of all Scripture. Scripture will
validate itself and never contradict it-
self. When we begin to interpret what
a verse or passage is teaching, it must
not contradict the teaching in another
portion of the Bible. We will find the
teachings of the Bible become fuller in
meaning and application as Scripture
is rightly divided (II Tim. 2:15) and har-
monized.

The last implication to consider
when viewing context is that we can
learn the meaning of words and their
particular usage in a verse. While it is
valuable to know the original lan-
guages, we must also trust that God
was heavily involved in the translation
process. We must believe that God in-
spired the process as we received the
Scriptures in our own language. 

This also gives a high place to the
leading of the Holy Spirit when it
comes to interpreting and preaching
the Word of God. Second Peter 1:20-
21 reads, “Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any pri-
vate interpretation. For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

Matthew Henry and John Wesley are
some of the most noted hermeneuti-
cal resources. While they may not be
entirely focused on exegetical cor-
rectness, they do place greater em-
phasis on interpretation of the Scrip-
ture text. 

HOMILETICAL RESOURCES
The final section of available re-

sources can be categorized as
homiletical resources. Homiletics is
the art of preparing sermons and
preaching. While there are different
publications available that deal with
writing sermons, that is not the pur-
pose of this section. Homiletical re-
sources for preaching deal with a par-
ticular biblical text but rather than
trying to convey grammatical, histori-
cal, or theological depth in the Scrip-
ture, they provide powerful renderings
of those truths in relevant and practi-
cal ways.

Max Lucado provides excellent re-
sources that deal with biblical truths,
while at the same time applying
those truths to our present-day situ-
ations. The Pulpit Commentary set
(Hendrickson Publishers) provides
key elements for better preaching.
My Utmost for His Highest by Os-
wald Chambers is another helpful re-
source when preparing a sermon.

OTHER AVAILABLE RESOURCES
While it is possible to place most

published resources into one of
these three categories, it is also im-
portant to briefly acknowledge other
places where valuable resources can
be found to aid the preacher. The In-
ternet provides a treasure trove of re-
sources at the preacher’s fingertips.
Web sites such as blueletterbible.org
provide many of the above-men-
tioned resources and can be found
with any web browser. Computer
programs such as Logos (perhaps
cost prohibitive) or E-sword (free) are
also excellent to use. It is also en-
lightening to listen to other preach-
ers, and Web sites such as ser-
monaudio.com are excel lent
resources to do just that.

A warning needs to be mentioned
against plagiarism, the uncited use of
someone else’s material, especially
when focusing on Internet resources.
It is a sad reality that some preachers
simply copy a sermon from another
preacher without acknowledgment or
personal study. The temptation to cut

Why not minister to others by do-
ing the things you like to do? Do you
like to shop? Then while you are out,
give away wrapped chocolate or
other candies with Bible verses at-
tached or with the words “God loves
you” attached. Or you could buy lit-
tle Christian bookmarks and give
them out as well. While you are busy
finding ways to serve others, God
will impress upon your heart other
things you can do. Your role may not
necessarily be limited to just one,
you may have several. Think about
how you can minister at work or at
school. When God sees the awe-
some job you are doing with smaller
works, maybe something bigger will
be on its way! H

What Makes Your Heart
Sing?
(Continued from page 61)
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