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January 15, 2017—Read Psalm 65:9.Psalm 65 is a hymn
of thanksgiving. David praised God as Redeemer, Creator,
and Provider. David recounted all the ways God had blessed
him and had been faithful to him. Any day is a good day for
praise and thanksgiving. How has God been faithful in
blessing you as your Redeemer, Creator, and Provider?

January 22, 2017—Read Psalm 104:24. Science is still
discovering and trying to understand all the things God
created with a word. It took years for a satellite to take pic-
tures to give us enough data to get an idea of what the
sun looks like. We have a magnificent image capturing
what we can never experience; but we also have the priv-
ilege of experiencing the sun’s Creator.

January 29, 2017—Read Psalm 148:5. Creation knows
that God is worthy of all our praise, as the earth is full of
His glory (cf. Isa. 6:3). We, who can reason, can love or re-
ject God, casually use His name, and take His blessings
for granted. Let us praise Him as Creator of our lives and
share our blessings with all creation.

February 5, 2017—Read Galatians 3:28. In the unity of
the body of Christ, differences of race, gender, or status
lose their significance. All of us have the ability to achieve
the spiritual position we are called to. No one wants to
lose any part of his body. All Christians are dependent on
one another. You are needed! What will you do?

February 12, 2017—Read Galatians 4:9. To be known
is significant, but to be known and loved satisfies every
longing of our heart. The realization that God who loved
us enough to send His only Son also knows us completely
should drive us to our knees in gratitude. Paul asked us a
reasonable question—why would we want to turn back to
our former way of life?

February 19, 2017—Read Galatians 5:13. Freedom in
any sense does not mean being irresponsible. We believ-
ers in Christ are free but should not be self-indulgent be-
cause all our real needs are met in Christ (cf. Phil. 4:19).
We are free from condemnation and guilt and free to love
others as God loves us. Ask God to show you who needs
your help, and then do what He shows you.

February 26, 2017—Read Galatians 5:22-23. The word
“fruit” here is singular, but there are nine qualities of the
fruit. There is one source of the fruit, and that is the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit works to transform us into the image of
Christ. Evidence of the Spirit working can be identified in
these nine ways: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. �

December 4, 2016—Read Luke 1:31. Neither Jesus
nor Adam received their human natures by natural gener-
ation. Adam sinned, and death entered for all mankind. A
promised Saviour born to a virgin would come. He was
named Jesus. God has given us salvation, a promise of
hope to live eternally with Him. Jesus’ righteousness
gives life to all who receive Him. You can receive His best
gift this season if you have not already. Will you trust in
Jesus to receive His gift of salvation?

December 11, 2016—Read Luke 1:46-47. Mary gave
God her ordinary life. She speaks about her humble state,
so she may not have had much else to give Him. When we
willingly give God our ordinary lives, He can do extraordi-
nary things with them. Hebrews 11 is a list of ordinary peo-
ple God used to change the world. Will you ask God what
He may have you do to be a part of His plan for the world?

December 18, 2016—Read Luke 1:13-14. There was
an unusual message from God to an old priest about his
barren wife. Zacharias was lighting the incense in the holy
place of the temple. The incense was representative of
prayer, preparing for the presence of God. Zacharias’s
son, John, would eventually prepare the hearts of His
people for Jesus, God’s Son and our Saviour. How are you
preparing your heart for the celebration of Jesus’ birth?

December 25, 2016—Read Luke 2:11. The angel used
three titles in the announcement of Jesus’ birth: Saviour,
Christ (Messiah, Anointed One), and Lord (Yahweh, or
God). Jesus was both God and man, so He was able to
bridge the gap between God and man  to accomplish our
salvation. Perhaps you have asked Jesus to be your Sav-
iour; but is He also Lord of your life?

January 1, 2017—Read Psalm 33:6. We know about
the Milky Way and its millions of stars, and we studied our
solar system in school. The Hubble telescope shows us
that God’s creation is far vaster than our galaxy. The same
breath that created the incredible splendor of the galax-
ies personally breathed life into Adam and Eve. He also
breathes eternal life into us through His Spirit. It is fitting,
then, for us to praise Him for His majesty and love.

January 8, 2017—Read Psalm 96:1. Do you ever feel
like you are singing the same old song? By this we mean
work, eat, sleep, and the second verse is the same as the
first. Each time we read God’s Word, we learn a new song
of praise and worship. Psalm 119:54 says God’s decrees
are the theme of our new song. Read God’s Word daily to
find a new song of new expectations!
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He then spent three years as an itiner-
ant preacher, gathering a nondescript
core of followers and associating with
the dregs of Jewish society. The reli-
gious establishment rejected Him. He
was betrayed to His enemies, cruci-
fied as a criminal, and buried in a do-
nated tomb.

Jesus’ few followers, paralyzed by
disappointment and fright, seemed
the least likely of men to begin a world-
wide movement. Yet the proofs of His
resurrection transformed those men
into zealous witnesses. The tiny group
multiplied to thousands and, despite
recurring persecutions, eventually
transformed the Roman Empire.

The division of time into B.C. (before
Christ) and A.D. (Anno Domini) is per-
haps the most persistent reminder
that Christ stands at the crossroad of
history. The more recent use of B.C.E.
(before the Common Era) and C.E.
(Common Era) may have eliminated
His name, but the distinction He cre-
ated still stands.

Men of every age have been com-
pelled to acknowledge Jesus’ su-
premacy. Some, like Leo Tolstoy, Lew
Wallace, and C. S. Lewis, were con-
verted to Him after years of unbelief.
Others, as diverse as William Shake-
speare, Lord Byron, Napoleon Bona-
parte, H. G. Wells, and Will Durant,
have conceded His predominance.
Even bitter detractors like Friedrich Ni-
etzsche and Adolf Hitler found it nec-
essary to combat Jesus’ influence. 

What was the world like without
Jesus? Roman culture was unspeak-
ably coarse and cruel. Compassion,
though not totally absent, was the
exception. Aristocrats disdained the
lower classes and displayed their
perceived worth through ostenta-
tious displays of wealth. Pride was
celebrated; humility was despised.

At the other end of the social scale
were hordes of slaves on whose labor
the economy of the empire rested.
Slaves were considered commodities
whose worth depended on usefulness
to their masters.

The same utilitarian ethic pervaded
the Roman family. Each member had
worth only to the extent that he or she
served the state. The father held the
power of life and death over his wife,
children, and servants. Abortion, in-
fanticide, and abandonment of chil-
dren were widespread.

Romans considered women inferior.
The birth of a second daughter into a
family was deemed a disaster. Many fe-

What if Christ Had Never Been Born?
BY ROBERT E. WENGER

THE world is filled with trouble. With
disease, terrorism, famine, war,

crime, addiction, and families in tur-
moil, can we find peace on earth?

The American poet Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow knew about
the turmoil and tragedy that this sin-
cursed world could bring to an indi-
vidual’s life. His oldest son was se-
verely injured during a battle of the
American Civil War, and his wife died
in a terrible fire.

After these tragic events, Longfellow
wrote a poem titled “Christmas Bells”
(later set to music as “I Heard the Bells
on Christmas Day”). We can read the an-
guish in the narrator’s heart as he 
says, “And in despair I bowed my
head;/ ‘There is no peace on earth,’ I
said;/For hate is strong, and mocks the
song/Of peace on earth, good-will to
men.” So many people can relate to
those feelings of hopelessness.

But those lines are not the end of the
message of the poem, and neither do
feelings of misery and sadness have to
be the end of our life stories.

Longfellow ended his poem with the

hope we all need to realize: “Then
pealed the bells both loud and
deep:/ ‘God is not dead, nor doth he
sleep;/The Wrong shall fail, /The Right
prevail, /With peace on earth, good-
will to men.’”

God is not dead, and He sent His
Son to bring peace to our tumultuous
world. Only in Jesus Christ can we find
peace on earth and ultimately for all
eternity. He is the Prince of Peace (Isa.
9:6-7). His sacrifice, judgment, glory,
and majesty will put an end to the evil
of this world. He will reign in peace,
which is what we all desire and need.
Jesus Christ can bring peace to any
lost soul today. The message of
Christmas can live in your heart when
you trust Him as your Saviour now.

In the words of another great Christ-
mas song: “God rest ye merry, gentle-
men / Let nothing you dismay, / Re-
member Christ our Savior/Was born
on Christmas Day;/To save us all from
Satan’s power /When we were gone
astray. / O tidings of comfort and
joy, / Comfort and joy, / O tidings of
comfort and joy!” �

From the Editor’s Desk

Jesus Christ Is Our Peace
BY DON RUFF

MANY today assert that Christiani-
ty is not only outmoded but also

the source of many of the modern
world’s problems. They see it as intol-
erant, antiscientific, restrictive toward
women, and lacking appreciation for
the arts. They portray Christians as un-
thinkingly loyal to the fables and stan-
dards of an ancient book. 

But we should invite such critics to
consider what today’s world would
be like if Jesus had never been born.
A comparison of the ancient Roman
world with our own reveals astound-
ing improvements, and it is Jesus’ in-
fluence that has produced them.

To be sure, His followers have not al-
ways been a credit to their Saviour.

They have sometimes done things in
His name that bring Him dishonor in-
stead of glory. Some who claimed his
name have engaged in bloody cru-
sades, inquisitions, and religious wars.
Some have burned heretics and witch-
es or supported slavery, racism, and
corrupt political regimes. Many have
been co-opted by the evil world
around them.

But despite His flawed followers,
Jesus’ salutary influence shines
through. Humanity bears His imprint in
countless ways, and this is remarkable
in light of the humble circumstances of
His life.

Born and brought up in obscurity,
Jesus was a carpenter until age thirty.
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male babies were killed or abandoned,
and women who reached adulthood
lived under severe restrictions.

Jesus came into this inhumane at-
mosphere teaching the true worth of
human life. He sacrificed His own dig-
nity to raise people to their full poten-
tial (Matt. 11:28-29; 20:28) and urged
His disciples to do the same (Matt.
23:10-12; John 12:24-26; 13:13-16).
He made humility a virtue, and it be-
came a hallmark of early Christians (cf.
Rom. 12:10; Phil. 2:3-8; Jas. 4:6; I Pet.
5:5-6).

Jesus gave children their deserved
dignity, citing their simple faith as a
model for greatness in God’s kingdom
(Matt. 18:1-6). Early Christians be-
came known for kindness to children,
often rescuing and caring for those
who had been abandoned.

Jesus likewise elevated women, valu-
ing their services in His ministry (Luke
8:1-3) and rescuing them from degrada-
tion (cf. Luke 7:37-50; John 8:3-11). He
praised Mary, the sister of Martha, for
being a discerning disciple (Luke 10:38-
42; John 12:1-8). Women responded to
His recognition (Mark 15:40-41) and
were the first at His tomb (16:1).

Women were accepted into the
church on an equal basis with men (cf.
Acts 1:14; 8:12; 16:13-14; 17:4). Lydia,
Phoebe, Priscilla, Aphia, and other
women received special recognition in
apostolic writings. The church broke
new ground in caring for widows (Acts
6:1-3; I Tim. 5:3-16), and wherever
Christianity has spread, indignities

New Testament, with more in progress.
The fine arts also owe a great debt

to Christ, who inspired mankind to
treasure the true, the good, and the
beautiful. He taught theology through
word pictures and led His disciples in
singing hymns (cf. Matt. 26:30). Paul
urged Christians to focus their minds
on things that are true, honorable,
lovely, and worthy of praise (Phil. 4:8).

Thus, wherever Christianity has
spread, it has brought an outpouring
of music, poetry, visual art, architec-
ture, and drama. The creativity of re-
deemed personalities finds an outlet in
expressions of beauty.

Jesus also dignified manual labor. He
worked as a carpenter (Mark 6:3) and
called fishermen as disciples. Paul sup-
ported himself as a tentmaker (Acts
18:3) and taught believers to earn a liv-
ing through honest labor (II Thess. 3:6-
12). Christians consider work a divine
calling, done for the glory of God. The
productive middle class in Western so-
cieties today can be traced to this ethic.

Respect for church and state also
emerges from Jesus’ teaching. He set
the limits of each when He command-
ed us to give both Caesar and God their
due (Luke 20:21-25; cf. John 18:33-37).
His followers are taught that earthly
government deserves obedience
(Rom. 13:1-7; I Pet. 2:13-17). But it is
clear to them that God’s higher author-
ity limits that of government (cf. Acts
5:29). Nations that today enjoy limited
government owe Jesus thanks for it.

The list of changes Jesus wrought in
society could be lengthened. The
changes are so pervasive today, often
in a secularized form, that most people
do not recognize Him as their source.
Yet when we examine them historically,
His influence becomes evident.

But ironically, Jesus did not come to
bring social improvements. They are
only by-products of His real mission—to
redeem sinful mankind to God through
His death and resurrection (Luke 19:10;
John 3:16). Those who trust His saving
grace receive eternal life and are trans-
formed by His power (cf. John 10:10;
II Cor. 5:17). They are thus enabled to do
good deeds for His glory (Eph. 2:8-10).

Christians, like Jesus, are not fo-
cused on trying to change the world.
They are simply “zealous of good
works” (Titus 2:14) because they love
Him. And if their works make the world
better, that is simply an added bonus.

Jesus will someday rule the earth
personally. But until then His mission

such as child brides, polygamy, bind-
ing of the feet, suttee, and genital mu-
tilation have been condemned.

Christ’s egalitarian gospel (Gal.
3:28; Col. 3:11) also erased distinc-
tions between masters and slaves and
among nationalities. This made the
church an enigma in the ancient world.
Never had people seen this kind of ac-
ceptance in any religion.

The church’s love and compassion
was enigmatic too. Christians’ rescue
of castaways and orphans, care for the
diseased and dying, visitation of pris-
oners, and even love for persecutors
puzzled the pagan mind. Yet this com-
passion has spawned countless hospi-
tals, orphanages, relief agencies, and
charities, as well as scores of humani-
tarian laws.

Less recognized, perhaps, is Jesus’
influence on education. Not only was
He the consummate Teacher (Matt.
7:28-29; 13:54); He also instructed His
disciples to teach wherever they went
(28:19-20). Faith based on Him, the
source of wisdom and knowledge
(Col. 2:2-3), has always been passed
on through teaching (II Tim. 1:13; 2:2).

This emphasis has had an influence
far beyond the church and its cate-
chetical schools. It has produced uni-
versities as well as primary and sec-
ondary schools. Since the mind is a
gift of God, Christians are taught that
learning is an act of worship.

Modern science owes a great debt to
the Christian faith, which insists on a ra-
tional God who created an orderly uni-

verse. Early mod-
ern scientists saw
their work as a
means of revealing
the glory of God.

The Christian
faith has also stim-
ulated linguistic
study. God chose
to perpetuate the
knowledge of His
Son in writing, and
the Bible has be-
come the most
widely circulated
book of all time.
This has encour-
aged translation.
Today there are
well over five hun-
dred translations
of the full Bible and
almost thirteen
hundred of the
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SOMETIMES the prophecy of Isaiah
7 and 9 is called a “gospel.” It

clearly contains words that are given
by the Holy Spirit in anticipation of
God the Son coming in the flesh as Je-
sus: “Therefore the Lord himself shall
give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son, and shall
call his name Immanuel” (7:14).

Observe that Jesus’ coming to earth
was to be a sign. The value of this sign
cannot be overstated. The Lord, who
is Elohim as designated in the Old Tes-
tament, is the Author of this sign.
When God gives us a sign, He expects
us to pay close attention to that which
He gives. 

The sign, as spoken by Isaiah, could
perhaps be construed as a young maid-
en shall conceive (not necessarily a vir-
gin). But in Matthew 1:23, in which the
apostle quoted Isaiah, the word used is
a Greek word meaning “virgin.” So the
sign that God gave was to be the mirac-
ulous virgin birth of Jesus to His moth-
er, Mary, without the usual involvement
of a human father. Joseph accepted
and respected his unusual role. 

The name “Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14) sim-
ply translated means “God with us” or
“God with mankind.” Clearly the focus of
this verse is on the God-Man nature of
Jesus Christ and on the fulfillment of
prophecy. This coming to earth of the

God-Man was a
unique event. There
never was and nev-
er will be any com-
parable event. It
was necessary that
Jesus come to live
in human flesh and
then die on the
cross so that we
would be saved. 

Another passage
from Isaiah adds
much to the con-
sideration of Christ
in this prophetic
book. “For unto us
a child is born, unto
us a son is given:
and the govern-
ment shall be upon
his shoulder: and
his name shall be
called Wonderful,

Counsellor, the mighty God, the ever-
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of his government and
peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom,
to order it, and to establish it with judg-
ment and with justice from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of
hosts will perform this” (9:6-7).

Maybe it would be helpful for us to look
at the last sentence in this passage and
then return to the content. When we are
told that the “zeal of the Lord of hosts” is
behind the statements concerning the
kingdom and the kind of kingdom it will
be, we should take note that God is put-
ting His own nature behind these state-
ments. The promises of these prophetic
words cannot be taken lightly. 

God promised a child would be
born, again showing the humanity of
Jesus. He also stated that the Child will
be One who will have great authority.
The governing authority for the whole
world will be given to this Son. The
character of this Son is demonstrated
here by the names (titles) that are giv-
en to Him. These titles would not be
His names, but each would give mean-
ing to who Christ is. 

The title “Wonderful” can be under-
stood if we just say “full of wonder.”
What is a “wonder”? The word means
something that is awesome, some-
thing that is glorious and beyond what

would be considered normal. “The
Messiah would be ‘wonderful’ in his
nature as God-Man; in his teaching;
. . . in his doings; . . . in the circum-
stances of his birth and death; in his
resurrection, and in his ascension.
‘Wonder’ would be the first sentiment
which his manifestation would pro-
voke, and hence this descriptive epi-
thet is placed first” (biblehub.com
/commentaries/isaiah/9-6.htm).

The next title is “Counsellor.” This
wonder-working God is the One we go
to for guidance, instruction, and dis-
cernment as we struggle to understand
and engage the many aspects of daily
life, some of which are powerful and of-
ten confusing. For us today, the most
reliable source of guidance is the Bible.
The miracle-working Counselor is an
amplification of the first title.

The next title is “Mighty God.” Jesus
claimed to be God. “Jesus said unto
them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Be-
fore Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58).
The title “Alpha and Omega” is used of
Jesus in Revelation: “I am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the last: . . . And
when I saw him, I fell at his feet as
dead. And he laid his right hand upon
me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the
first and the last: I am he that liveth, and
was dead; and, behold, I am alive for
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of
hell and of death” (1:11, 17-18). 

It was well understood when Jesus
said that He was the “I am” that He was
claiming to be God. People picked up
stones to kill Him for supposed blas-
phemy when He had made that claim;
yet about seven hundred years before,
Isaiah had proclaimed Jesus’ deity. 

Jesus did the works of God through
the many miracles He performed. The
most amazing of these were the resur-
rections of dead people, including
Lazarus, who had been entombed for
four days before God the Son, Jesus
the Christ, called him forth to a renewed
life. It was difficult for His opponents to
maintain their opposition, but by the
lies of the adversary Satan, some con-
tinued in their disastrous ways.

That Jesus is called “mighty” again
leads us back to the Bible. “In the be-
ginning God created the heaven and the
earth” (Gen. 1:1) is clarified in John 1:3:
“All things were made by him; and with-
out him was not any thing made that was
made.” That Jesus Christ is mighty to
create is wonderful, but He is also
mighty to save (cf. Isa. 63:1; Zeph. 3:17)! 

The prophecy in Isaiah gave the title
of “Everlasting Father” to the Son, 

A Portrait of Christ in Isaiah
BY JED N. SNYDER, D. MIN., PH.D.
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in the highest, and on earth peace,
good will toward men.” 

Christ’s reign was told to Mary in
Luke 1:30-33: “And the angel said unto
her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found
favour with God. And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call his name 
JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne
of his father David: And he shall reign
over the house of Jacob for ever; and
of his kingdom there shall be no end.” 

This passage is very similar to the one
from Isaiah being examined here. When
will this reign of peace on earth occur?
The answer is when the Prince of Peace
sits enthroned in Jerusalem (cf. Matt.
19:28; Rev. 20:4). Peace on earth will oc-
cur during the millennium. Until then
there can be partial peace, even im-
posed peace—the absence of war—but
not real peace. When the Lord sits en-
throned in Jerusalem, He will create just
laws. We can depend on Him to rule
righteously and provide what all of us
need. He will act judicially in a perfect
manner. We can say with certainty that
the world’s natural resources will be
used as God intended them to be used
when He placed Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden. 

These kinds of peaceful blessings will
not come until the Prince of Peace
comes. He will come in the line of David
(Isa. 9:7). He will be the promised de-
scendant of David who will be the right-
ful King of the world. It will be in that fu-
ture time when the nation of Israel will
send forth the light of Jesus Christ into
the world. Many will turn to Jesus Christ,
not only as good citizens of His king-
dom, but also in faith for His salvation.
According to the prophecy of Isaiah, this
kingdom will be endless. God will see to
the eternal blessings of the kingdom. 

Now we can only imagine what a just
world could look like. We can only
imagine that the sinful abuse of chil-
dren, orphans, widows, weaker
women, and the poor will finally be van-
quished. God will wipe away the tears
from those precious defiled ones. What
a glorious day to anticipate! 

So how do we now live? We can live
trusting our Lord and loving our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ as we journey
forward (John 13:35; I John 3:14; 4:20).
We can become peaceful yet powerful
prayer warriors. We can band together,
asking God to show forth His power in
new and saving ways. We can do much
to distribute the Bible to all the peoples

Jesus. It is nearly impossible to distin-
guish Christ from the Father when He is
given the title “Father.” But as we seek
to understand what Isaiah is saying, we
must certainly come to the conclusion
of the truth of the unity of the Triune
God. God is indeed Father, but He is
also Son and Holy Spirit. These do not
contradict one another but show unity
and trinity simultaneously. 

The term “everlasting” reminds us of
the eternal nature of God. Jesus was in
the beginning with the Father. Indeed, we
can state that nothing was done by the
Father without Christ, that nothing was
done by Christ without the Holy Spirit,
and that nothing was or is done by the
Holy Spirit without the full involvement of
the other Members of the Trinity. 

The final title that Isaiah gave us in this
passage is “Prince of Peace.” As we
seek to unpack the depth of meaning in
this, we will be helped if we consider the
different kinds of peace. Peace with
God, peace of God, and peace on earth
are three aspects for our consideration. 

Peace with God is not possible un-
less the sin that prevents peace with
God is forgiven. So we are drawn by
the Holy Spirit and we respond in faith,
acknowledging our need and receiving
His gift of eternal life. This spiritual
transaction begins our life of peace. 

The peace of God is clearly reflected
in these powerful words of Jesus:
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the world giveth, give I
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).

Paul addressed this peace in Philip-
pians 4:6-7: “Be careful for nothing;
but in everything by prayer and sup-
plication with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known unto God. And
the peace of God, which passeth all
understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus.”

This peace in our hearts is not a de-
nial of the difficulties and injustices of
life. Rather, it involves the deep assur-
ance that no matter the circum-
stances, no matter our lack of ability to
understand, and no matter the misun-
derstandings of others, God is always
in complete control. Pain does not rob
us of peace. Confusion does not ab-
sorb the peace. Long-term frustration
does not dampen our peace, for it is
the inner confidence that God is in
control and will ultimately triumph.

Peace on earth was promised at the
announcement of the birth of Jesus
Christ. Luke 2:14 contains praise for
God and this promise: “Glory to God

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

of the world so that they can have
greater opportunity to know and grow
in the life of the Prince of Peace. 

We can accept persecution when it
comes with deep peace in our hearts
because we know that the King will win
in the end. The end may not appear in
our lifetime, but it will come. It could be
sooner than we imagine. Our under-
standing and personal knowledge of
Jesus Christ will support us in the days
ahead. We can pray the words that
W.D. Cornell wrote in his hymn “Won-
derful Peace”: “Peace peace wonderful
peace,/Coming down from the Father
above!/Sweep over my spirit forever, I
pray/In fathomless billows of love!”

As we find this portrait of Christ more
and more real in our daily living, our wor-
ship will be enhanced, our hunger for
righteousness will deepen, and our ha-
tred of sin will grow. May His peace fill
you as you grow to know Him more. �
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IN March 2012 a video captured the
attention of viewers on the Internet.

Kony 2012 was viewed over one hun-
dred million times. Filmmaker Jason
Russell used the short video to expose
the child army of Joseph Kony and
helped to launch a campaign to stop
him from abducting children and forc-
ing them into military service. But in
the midst of the video’s success, Rus-
sell had a meltdown that ended with
him shouting gibberish on the street
dressed only in his underwear. The
power of technology brought to light
an important issue and, at the same
time, nearly took Russell’s sanity. 

God did not make humanity the
strongest, the swiftest, or the tallest of
living things, yet He created humanity in
His own image and gave them dominion
over all creation (Gen. 1:27-31). It is no
coincidence that humans are the only
created beings that invent. Some ani-
mals use simple tools, and some ani-
mals learn through experience, but only
humans invent new things. Only humans
are creative, and only humans were cre-
ated in God’s image. 

TECHNOLOGY AS CREATIVITY
Through our creativity, we can ex-

press a part of what it means to be made
in the image of God. Bezaleel may not
be the most famous of biblical charac-
ters, but he was called out by God for his
technical skills and given the job of
building the tabernacle (Exod. 31:1-5).
God gifted Bezaleel with special creativ-

ity to do His will and to bring Him honor. 
On the other side of the technologi-

cal coin, however, is the greatest con-
struction project ever undertaken—
the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11:1-9). The
people of the earth got together and
attempted to build a tower that
reached all the way to heaven. God
stopped them by confusing their lan-
guage. Their technological break-
through was not glorifying to God. 

Technology, like so many other things
in the world, is neither good nor bad on
its own. Rather, its goodness comes
from the goodness of those who make
it and those who use it. Therefore, tech-
nology is not bad, but it can be used for
bad ends. Our problem is not deciding
what technologies to use but deciding
how to use them for God’s glory. 

The example of Jason Russell and
Kony 2012 shows so starkly that we
cannot rely simply on technology to
guide us. We must have a theology of
technology to aid us in using our God-
given creativity and inventiveness for
God’s glory. 

PAYING THE PRICE
Technology is not free. For every area

of technology we use, we must pay for
it by giving up something else. It is said
that Socrates despised writing because
it reduced human memory. Gutenberg’s
printing press began the eventual end of
the scribal tradition that had copied the
Bible by hand for nearly fifteen hundred
years. With the advent of the telephone,

Morse code fell into obscurity. Today
smartphones and GPS are rendering the
art of remembering addresses and
phone numbers nearly useless. 

The first question we must ask as we
look at new technology is whether we
are willing to pay a price for attaining it.
Getting connected to the Internet pro-
vides a raft of educational and enter-
tainment opportunities, but it also car-
ries the need to filter inappropriate
content and to protect against hacking.
Being on social media means that we
can connect with anyone, anywhere in
the world, but it also means that we
must work diligently to be understood in
a loving, respectful manner. Projecting
the lyrics of songs and hymns in wor-
ship or the text of the Bible during a ser-
mon means we all are looking at the
same words at the same time, but it also
means we lose out on skills like reading
music and finding passages in the Bible. 

IT IS NOT JUST ABOUT US
One of the most important principles,

not just regarding technology but for all
Christian life, is love. When Jesus was
asked what the greatest commandment
was, He replied that it was to love God
and to love our neighbors (Mark 12:28-
31). Too often new technology is adopt-
ed not from a sense of love for God and
neighbor but from a sense of self-cen-
teredness. We see a new gadget and
choose it because it will make our lives
easier, or we sign up for a social network
site so that we can share our thoughts. 

Instead, we should look for ways to
use technology to love people. Social
media gives us new tools for loving our
neighbors online as well as in real life.
The beauty of online communication is
that it can happen instantly with any-
one, anywhere in the world; but the
problem is that most of the emotional
aspects of our communication are
stripped away when we post online.
We must work diligently to ensure not
only that our words are intended to be
loving but also that they are interpret-
ed as loving by those who read them. 

When we are with others and tech-
nology comes into play, we need to de-
velop a healthy pause to consider what
our actions will communicate. If we are
talking to a friend and a message alert
goes off, how we respond communi-
cates a lot about how much we love our
friend. A pause before checking our
message gives us a moment to reflect.
We might need to check the message
and give a brief explanation to our friend

Made for Glory
BY JAMES T. WOOD
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be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my
strength, and my redeemer” (vs. 14). 

Just as Jesus would go away to a qui-
et place to pray before engaging in His
ministry, David used meditation on the
Word of God to help him discern right
from wrong. There is no better example
to follow as we seek to use technology
to love God and love others. We might
practice a technology sabbath by taking
one day a week and avoiding anything
with a touch screen. Or we might begin
each day with a time of prayer and re-
flection before we pick up our smart-
phones or log on to our computers. Or
we might simply go for a long walk with-
out our devices, giving us an opportuni-
ty to enjoy God’s creation and to con-
nect to the people in our neighborhoods. 

Jason Russell began his Kony 2012
campaign with the best of intentions,
but in the aftermath of the video’s suc-
cess, he never stopped to take a break
from technology. He lost sleep, he lost
touch, and for a short time, he lost his
mind. That same path awaits those
who allow technology to be in control
rather than letting God reign supreme.

CONCLUSION
God made us in His image as people

who create. But He also created us to
share His image of Trinity—that is, the
eternal community of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. As we learn to
use the tools of technology, let us nev-
er forget that the purpose should be
love—loving God with our whole selves
and loving our neighbors as ourselves.
Then we will bring glory to God through
our words and deeds. �

struggling communicates love in a dif-
ferent way than an e-mail would. Sim-
ilarly, a post on social media that you
thought might simply be shared
among a few friends might be seen by
a much larger audience but without
the context of friendship. 

Too often online communication
tends to treat other people without love.
Just because you cannot see the person
on the other side of your screen does not
mean that he lacks feelings or that you
have permission to treat him poorly. In
fact, the lack of tone and body language
in electronic communication often
means that you ought to work even
harder to show the love you have for the
person through your words alone. 

CONTROL YOUR TECHNOLOGY
Do not let your technology control

you. Through the power of the Internet
and smartphones, it is possible to hold
the collected knowledge of the world
in the palms of our hands. That level of
access to knowledge is astonishing
compared to what we had even a few
short years in the past. But because of
our newfound abilities to look up near-
ly any fact instantly, we often neglect
to remember things. We have become
so attached to our devices that not
having them is stressful. 

As the process continues, we can
find ourselves, without thinking, rely-
ing on devices to answer questions or
to fill our quiet moments. We can cede
too much power to the technology we
created; we can stop using what we
have to glorify God and instead use it
to glorify ourselves. 

When technology, or anything else
for that matter, stops us from glorify-
ing God and loving our neighbors,
then it has gone from being a force for
good to a force for evil. The inventions
are not bad, but the way in which we
use them can be. So it is important
that we take control of technology
rather than letting it control us. 

In Psalm 19 David reflected on the
wonder of God’s creation as a procla-
mation of God’s power and the beauty
of His laws. Toward the end of the psalm,
David wondered about himself, saying,
“Who can understand his errors?” (vs.
12). In the same way, we are stuck in a
quandary of how we might know when
our use of technology has gone too far
and taken us from serving God to serv-
ing ourselves. As David went on, he re-
vealed the answer: “Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my heart,

if we are expecting important news. Or
we might take a moment, again with an
explanation, to silence our notifications
and focus on the conversation. Some-
thing as simple as turning down the vol-
ume on a smartphone can powerfully
communicate love. 

We must also learn to love our neigh-
bors through our choices in purchasing
technology. Some companies build their
devices in factories where the workers
face harsh treatment and even slavery.
Although we do not see the faces of
those who build our technology devices,
we must be aware of how our choices
affect them. We must learn how our de-
vices were built and choose to buy tech-
nology that values people over profits
whenever we reasonably can. 

NOT EVERYTHING IS A NAIL
The old adage says that if you only

have a hammer in your toolbox, you
will treat everything like a nail. The
point, of course, is that we ought to
use the right tool for the right job. For
all its advances, technology only gives
us more tools to choose from. 

If someone forgets an appointment,
sending a message can be a great use
of technology as a tool for communi-
cation. But if someone loses a loved
one to death, there is no technological
replacement for a warm embrace.
Technology has given us many more
tools to use, but the goal has not
changed. We are still called to love
God and love our neighbors. 

When Martin Luther nailed his famous
Ninety-Five Theses to the door of Wit-
tenberg Cathedral, he did not anticipate
what would follow. He posted one hand-
written copy to the door and sent copies
to other bishops and friends. Without
Luther’s knowledge, his Ninety-Five
Theses were widely distributed with the
aid of a new technology: the printing
press. Within a short time Luther’s the-
ses had spread throughout Germany
and to Rome. What Luther had intended
as a conversation among his peers
turned into the Protestant Reformation. 

Yet even the move from handwritten
text to printing to electronic text has not
erased the need for handwriting. A card
or a note written by hand is still a useful
tool, as are printed and electronic
words. Our challenge is to incorporate
all the tools that God has given us and
to use them in the best way possible. 

Writing a book by hand takes much
longer than printing it, but writing a
personal note to someone who is

What if Christ Had Never 
Been Born?

(Continued from page 5)

is to send His gospel of personal re-
demption to the ends of the earth. This
is the task He has assigned to His fol-
lowers (Matt. 28:18-20; Luke 24:46-
48; Acts 1:8). Wherever this task is ful-
filled, beneficial social changes follow.

Jesus does not ask us merely to
stand and admire His influence on his-
tory. He asks unbelievers to receive
His free gift of eternal life and so ex-
perience His transforming power. And
He asks Christians to renew their com-
mitment to spread His gospel and
adorn it with good deeds. �
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ACCORDING to studies reported in
2013, seven out of ten Americans

say stress levels interfere with their
physical and mental well-being. This in
turn causes irritability, anger, fatigue, a
feeling of being overwhelmed, sleep
loss, and eating problems. We some-
times lash out at the ones we love the
most, and we sink deeper into feelings
of hopelessness and despair.

Experts also stated that the biggest
sources of stress are money, work, the
economy, family responsibilities, rela-
tionships, family health problems, and
personal health concerns. Notice that
everything mentioned in the list touch-
es every aspect of our lives. No won-
der so many people turn to drugs and
alcohol to try to find some relief from
their stress.

A study completed by the American
Psychological Association showed
that more than half the respondents to
their survey had actively tried to re-
duce their stress levels during the pre-
vious five years. But 80 percent of
those surveyed in 2012 stated that
their stress levels had increased or
stayed the same compared to the pre-
vious year. Twenty percent of those
surveyed rated their stress level as 8,
9, or 10 on a scale from 1 to 10, in
which 10 represented the highest lev-
el of stress (www.apa.org). 

Professionals can elaborate on
some of the physical problems
brought about by stress; however, we
must not ignore the spiritual costs.

The spiritual side effects include a
growing lack of trust in God, an inabil-
ity to believe that God hears us, a con-
tinued rush to find any solution to alle-
viate the stress we feel, and a rush to
do things our own way. However, turn-
ing from God and attempting to find
our own solution may lead to an even
worse state of affairs than the one we
originally faced. 

WHERE STRESS COMES FROM
One source of stress is an unexpect-

ed event. An unplanned expense, a sick-
ness, a loss of a job, a business deal that
turns out badly, a problem with a child in
school or a fellow worker or a spouse—
these are unexpected but part of life.

Second, there is stress brought
about by our propensity to try to out-

run God. In short, we try to do things
our own way without waiting for God’s
input. We tend to think we can handle
our problems by ourselves. Our desire
to press forward without any regard for
what may occur is due to our pre-
sumption that God will bless our ef-
forts because we are Christians. 

Mary Fairchild, Christianity consult-
ant at About.com expert, concurs with
the above paragraph. She says that
there is a direct correlation between
stress and a lack of trust in God. This
is illustrated by what we do when ei-
ther of the two situations described
above occurs. Regardless of whether
the problem we face is physical or
spiritual, our initial and most immedi-
ate thought is how we can handle it. 

While we may believe that God is sov-
ereign and in control of world events,
somehow we have a problem believing
that God can give advice or even assist
us in finding a solution to our situation.
It might be that we do not think God is
interested in our problems and welfare
because He has not resolved our con-
cerns according to our time schedule.
While we believe God can offer salva-
tion to a world in need and may even be-
lieve that God can heal people who are
sick, we simply cannot believe that God
will provide the deliverance we need at
the present time. Consequently, we
seek to find a solution on our own. This
only increases our stress level, which is
difficult to overcome. A feeling of self-
condemnation then arises because, as
Christians, we feel we should not have
these problems with stress in the first
place. But is that feeling valid?

DO WE HAVE TO LIVE WITH STRESS?
When things in life do not go smooth-

ly, remind yourself that it is normal. Paul
urges us not to think the trials that we
face in life are catastrophes. He spoke
of them as though they were a normal
part of life, “such as is common to man,”
not something strange (I Cor. 10:13 ).
What is occurring may be a test from
God, but it could come equally from
something you have done that was not
in the perfect will of God for your life.
This produces stress.

To begin with, removing all stress
from our lives, even as Christians, is
difficult if not impossible. Life is much

too complicated, and we are much too
vulnerable in our human condition to
ever completely escape the inevitable
battles with stress. God never promis-
es to remove stress from our lives be-
cause it is during times of stress that
we discover, as Paul did, that God’s
grace is more than sufficient for what
we face (II Cor. 12:9). 

Also, for Christians, stress does
have a positive side effect. It serves as
a reminder that we may have drifted
away from God and that what we are
experiencing might be an indicator
that we have stopped depending on
Him daily for strength. While this may
be true, I believe that God’s Word
gives us three explicit steps we can
follow when unexpected situations
arise and stress begins to occur.

WAYS TO COPE WITH STRESS
When it comes to dealing with stress,

we find that our doctors tell us to exer-
cise, watch our diet, relax and breathe
deeply with our eyes closed, cut out
sugar, eat more fruits and vegetables,
and leave work at work and do not take
it home with us. However, while ap-
proaching stress reduction from a med-
ical point is valid, unless it deals with the
spiritual, we will find that a reduction in
stress may occur, but it will be short
lived. From a spiritual view, I believe that
there are three primary avenues we can
employ to alleviate our stress level. 
Prayer: Philippians 4:6-7. Do not fret

or worry. Instead of worrying, pray. Let
petitions and praises shape your worries
into prayers, letting God know your con-
cerns. Before you know it, a sense of
God’s wholeness and of everything
coming together for good, will come and
settle you down. It is wonderful what
happens when Christ displaces worry at
the center of your life.

Notice that we are asked not to wor-
ry or fret but to let our worries be trans-
formed into prayers. By doing this, we
are letting God know our concerns, ac-
knowledging that we are looking to Him
for help, and accepting the peace that
displaces worry and stress. We are also
accepting the fact that we are facing sit-
uations over which we have no control
(cf. II Cor. 5:7). It is what we trust in but
cannot yet see that keeps us going. Do
you suppose a few ruts in the road or
rocks in the path are going to stop us?
When the time comes, we will be ready
to exchange exile for homecoming.

Anyone who has been a Christian
for any period of time realizes that God

How a Christian Copes with Stress
BY JOHN MAY
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not by sight (II Cor. 5:7). We also know
that faith is the evidence of things not
seen (Heb. 11:1). Thus, we continue to
trust God. We praise Him for who He
is. We praise Him for answering our
prayers. We praise Him for assisting us
in our time of need. This places our fo-
cus on God and not the situation in
which we find ourselves. 

Abraham stepped out in faith and
left his family and moved to the Prom-
ised Land. He did not deny the reality
that there were idol worshippers and
deviant people around him. He fo-
cused instead on God’s word and
walked in faith as he waited for the
manifestation of God’s promise for a
new home and later for a son. This is
what God expects us to do—to con-
tinually offer praise to Him because
praise shows that we trust that He will
do what He has promised, even
though we do not yet see the results.

In summation, stress is a problem
that we face every day regardless of
whether we are at home, church,
school, or work. It can occur unexpect-
edly, or it can occur because of a bad
decision we made long ago. Being
stressed is not a sin—even Jesus had
stress in the Garden of Gethsemane. It
is how we act when we are under stress
that will decide if we will be a victor or
a victim. We must make a sincere deci-
sion to maintain trust in God and His
Word. We must pray and ask for God’s
help. We must meditate on what God
says in His Word about our problem.
We must praise Him for His response
even though it may be yet unseen. As
we honor God with our dependence on
Him, He will bless us. �

help you assimi-
late what God’s
promises are to
you about a
stressful situation
you are facing.
You begin to think
the way God
thinks and are
able to turn the
situation entirely
over to God. 

Not only are
we to meditate
on God’s Word,
but we also are to
make sure we do
what He com-
mands us to do
in His Word. If His
Word tells us not
to be anxious or
worried, that is how He expects us to
behave. 

If we meditate and incorporate
God’s Word into our lives, God prom-
ises to make our way prosperous. In
Deuteronomy 28 and 29, we can read
about the blessings and curses given
by Moses from God to the children of
Israel. Obedience to God’s Word is
paramount to enjoying the blessings
of God. We can meditate on the Word
every day and night for a hundred
years; yet if we fail to obey what we are
told to do, we place ourselves in a po-
sition of failure due to disobedience.

Consider once again the words of
Philippians 4:6-7. Here we find a com-
mand to be active in both adjusting our
attitude and waiting on God. To “be
careful for nothing” means we should
fight against an attitude of worry. It
shows us what not to do. “Let your re-
quests be made known unto God” tells
us to take the energies normally used to
worry and instead use them to call on
God and lay our petitions before Him.

You have prayed to God about the
stressful situation. You have found out
what His Word says about the situation.
You have meditated on His promises
for deliverance, and you are waiting for
God’s response. In short, you have
done everything God’s Word has asked
you to do. Now you enter the third step
in finding relief from stress.
Praise. This step might be difficult to

take in the midst of trouble, but praise
is an important part of reducing stress.
Offering praise to God because of who
He is and for His answer and help can
guide you through difficult times. 

As Christians we walk by faith and

may either answer your prayer imme-
diately or place you in a holding pat-
tern. Romans 8:18 gives us insight into
how we are to wait for a resolution to
the problem(s) we are facing. We are to
trust in the promise of God’s Word that
He has heard us and is sending us the
answer to our problem. If we truly are
able to see that the problems we are
facing are ruts in the path to heaven,
they will not keep us from believing in
God’s ability. 

Stress causes us to take our eyes off
God and His Word and makes us at-
tempt to do things in our own power.
Unless we take these things to God in
prayer, we will find that our stress lev-
el has not diminished. Once we have
offered our problems to God in prayer,
our next step is to begin meditating on
God’s promises.
Meditation on the Word of God. The

word “meditate” (as used in Psalm
77:12, for instance) can literally mean
to mumble or to talk to oneself. For
Christians, this can mean that we take
God’s Word pertaining to our situation
and continually speak what God is
saying about our problem. If we do
this, it makes us focus on the promis-
es of God and not on the problem we
are facing. We begin to utilize God’s
Word to change our focus.

Take note of the following verses from
Isaiah: “For my thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens
are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts” (55:8-9).

As we face a stressful situation, it is
best for us to remember that while we are
waiting for God’s solution to arrive, things
may not seem to be changing or results
are not occurring fast enough. The
Prophet Isaiah reveals to us that God
sees the end of the road. We only see the
situation we are in and not the end that
God is preparing. The only way we can
maintain our faith in God and His ability
is to focus on the promises in His Word.

Joshua 1:8 adds to what we read in
Isaiah. God told Joshua, “This book of
the law shall not depart out of thy
mouth; but thou shalt meditate there-
in day and night, that thou mayest ob-
serve to do according to all that is writ-
ten therein: for then thou shalt make
thy way prosperous, and then thou
shalt have good success.” 

Our meditating on God’s Word is to
occur not just daily but continuously day
and night. Meditating on His Word will
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A LOST TREASURE COMES TO
LIGHT

Periodically, a headline trumpeting
some recent, incredible archaeologi-
cal discovery from Bible times holds
us in awe. This is especially true if the
discovery enhances our understand-
ing of a biblical truth or event. Indeed,
in such cases, archaeologists are typ-
ically very eager to share news about
a new find. But that has not always
been the case. 

The Nazareth Inscription is a case in
point, for after its discovery, it was hid-
den away for half a century in one
man’s private antiquities collection.
Just how regretful this circumstance
was was made evident by E. M. Blaik-
lock’s assessment of the remarkable
artifact’s significance. Blaiklock as-
serted that “on the resurrection, ar-
chaeology has a piece of astonishing
evidence to offer, for it is quite beyond
question that one of the most interest-
ing archaeological discoveries in
Palestine during the century of explo-
ration its ancient sites have seen, is a
simple slab of white marble from
Nazareth, the hometown of Christ”
(The Archaeology of the New Testa-
ment, Zondervan).

E. M. (Edward Musgrave) Blaiklock
held the chair of Classics at Auck-

land University in New Zealand for
twenty-one years before his retire-
ment. In addition, Dr. Blaiklock was
one of New Zealand’s premier cham-
pions of Christian apologetic litera-
ture from the 1950s until his passing
in 1983. His book, The Archaeology
of the New Testament, is a powerful
archaeological defense of Scripture
truth. 

The Nazareth Inscription, as will be
seen, is indeed a notable example of
the truth and accuracy of the Bible.
The marble tablet, measuring about
twenty-four by fifteen inches with a
twenty-one-line (some scholars state
there are fourteen lines) Greek inscrip-
tion, was added to the private collec-
tion of Guillaume Froehner in 1878.
Froehner was an archaeologist as well
as an antiquarian. 

According to Blaiklock, all that is
known about the date and place of the
artifact’s discovery is contained in a
one-line entry in Froehner’s catalog:
“Slab of marble sent from Nazareth in
1878.” Nevertheless, as Blaiklock ex-
plained, while Froehner “was an ec-
centric person” who “guarded his
treasures jealously,” he was also “an
archaeologist of exact scholarship
and distinction, most unlikely to have
been deceived. If he so recorded the

origin of the Nazareth stone, the
statement can be quite unreservedly
accepted.” 

Froehner’s great collection of arti-
facts was not revealed to the public
until after his death. The Paris Nation-
al Library acquired the collection first
in 1925. Eventually, in 1930, the ec-
centric antiquarian’s treasures came
to the superb French museum, the
Louvre. It was a half century late, but
the Nazareth Inscription was finally ac-
cessible to scholars—and what a stir
it caused!

A SCHOLARSHIP STORM
Michael I. Rostovtzeff, renowned

professor of ancient history and clas-
sical archaeology at Yale University
from 1925–1944, was one of the first
scholars to read the newly revealed
inscription from Nazareth. Blaiklock
wrote, “[Rostovtzeff] stared in aston-
ishment, for here was an inscription
of unique importance unknown to
scholarship.” 

The Yale professor’s translation re-
vealed what astonished him: 

“ ‘Ordinance of Caesar. It is my
pleasure that graves and tombs re-
main undisturbed in perpetuity for
those who have made them for the
cult of their ancestors, or children, or

The Resurrection of Jesus and the Nazareth Inscription
BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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ly Jewish Christians—that he expelled
all Jews from Rome. Aquila and
Priscilla were among them. Roman
historians Orosius and Suetonius doc-
umented this incident. The latter stat-
ed that the expulsion was due to con-
stant disturbances (or rioting)
instigated by “one Chrestos [Christ]”
(Life of Claudius). Blaiklock conclud-
ed, “It would be surprising if Claudius,
with these preoccupations, was not
the first Roman outside Palestine to
hear of the Christians.” 

AGRIPPA I AND THE
“NAZARENES”

Who sent the initial letter of inquiry
to the Roman emperor that could have
been the catalyst for Claudius’s de-
cree? Billington presented convincing
evidence to support the conclusion
that it was King Herod Agrippa I. It was
he who addressed the issue of tomb
robbing to Claudius, his friend since
childhood.

Herod Agrippa would certainly have
acquired much knowledge about the
“sect of the Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5) and
their leader, Jesus of Nazareth, from his
own family connections. But he no
doubt gained an even greater knowl-
edge of Christianity when he served as
a government official in the Galilean city
of Tiberius during the ministries of John
the Baptist and Jesus. 

Billington came to the conclusion
that “since Agrippa I is known to have
disliked Christians and since he also
knew, as the Book of Acts records,
that Christians were causing an uproar
in Jerusalem at the very time when he
became king of Judea in A.D. 41, it is
very likely that it was at this same time
that Agrippa I wrote his letter of inquiry
to Claudius, and Claudius wrote his re-
script letter forbidding the removal of
bodies from tombs.” 

Billington went on to say that “with
Agrippa I’s intimate knowledge of
Christ and Christianity, it was almost
certainly he who selected Nazareth
[hometown of ‘the Nazarene’] as the
site for the posting of the Nazareth In-
scription.” Thus, between a Jewish
king and a Roman emperor, as Blaik-
lock wrote, “it would appear that, in
Rome, as in Jerusalem, the stark fact
of the empty tomb was accepted by
the foes of Christ. And so, in the words
of an emperor, the twentieth century
reads the first secular comment on the
Easter story, and what is virtually legal
testimony to its central fact.” �

ture of those “historical connections”
remains to be examined. 

CLAUDIUS’S IMPERIAL RESCRIPT
The Nazareth Inscription title states

that it is an “Ordinance [Edict] of Cae-
sar.” But to which “Caesar” does it re-
fer? Since Cumont’s initial article, one
name stands out. And in Blaiklock’s
estimation, “No overwhelming reason
. . . has been put forward for aban-
doning [the] position originally taken
by Arnaldo Momigliano, the brilliant
Italian historian, who thought the de-
cree a rescript of Claudius.” 

An imperial “rescript” was an official
reply written to some magistrate’s in-
quiry regarding a local issue or point of
law. In this instance, the issue was
what to do in a case involving tomb
robbery. Examples of other rescripts
from Claudius reveal points of similar-
ity with the Nazareth Inscription. One
of them concerns problems with Jews
living in Alexandria.

As Blaiklock explained, “It is clear
that, anxious to carry on the religious
reforms of Augustus, [Claudius] was
deeply informed about, and genuinely
interested in, the religious situation in
the Mediterranean world.” The “reli-
gious situation” obviously included
periodic issues with Jewish popula-
tions in the Roman Empire. Regarding
one of these, Blaiklock wrote, “A long
letter . . . has survived in which
Claudius seeks to regulate the serious
Jewish problem of Alexandria. This
letter, certainly a rescript, and a docu-
ment of great historical and constitu-
tional importance, was found among
the papyri in 1920, and appears to
contain the first secular reference to
Christian missionaries.” 

Blaiklock continued stating that the
letter “was written in A.D. 41, and ex-
pressly forbids the Alexandrian Jews
‘to bring or invite other Jews to come
by sea from Syria. If they do not ab-
stain from this conduct,’ Claudius
threatened, ‘I shall proceed against
them.’” 

Blaiklock emphasized the similarity
between this papyrus letter and the
Nazareth Inscription. He wrote, “Note
the language. It is the rather downright
style of the Nazareth Inscription, and
the language of a man who had stud-
ied the Jewish religious problem, and
found it irritating.” 

According to Acts 18:2, at a later
date (about A.D. 49), Claudius became
so irritated with the Jews—specifical-

members of their house. If, however,
any man lay information that anoth-
er has either demolished them, or
has in any other way extracted the
buried, or has maliciously trans-
ferred them to other places in order
to wrong them, or has displaced the
sealing . . . stones, against such a
one I order that a trial be instituted,
as in respect of the gods, so in re-
gard to the cult of mortals. For it
shall be much more obligatory to
honor the buried. Let it be absolute-
ly forbidden for anyone to disturb
them. In the case of contravention I
desire that the offender be sen-
tenced to capital punishment on
charge of violation of sepulture’ ”
(Blaiklock and Harrison, gen. eds.,
The New International Dictionary of
Biblical Archaeology, Zondervan). 

Rostovtzeff told his friend, French
scholar and ancient historian Abbe M.
Franz Cumont, about the inscription.
With Rostovtzeff’s encouragement,
Cumont prepared an article, which in-
cluded the translation. This was pub-
lished, along with Cumont’s commen-
tary and analysis. 

The response could have hardly
been a surprise. The reaction of the
scholarly world to the Nazareth In-
scription is well stated by Clyde E.
Billington, professor of history at the
University of Northwestern in St.
Paul, Minnesota. Dr. Billington is also
executive director of the Institute for
Biblical Archaeology, as well as sec-
retary of the Near East Archaeologi-
cal Society. 

Billington stated in “The Nazareth
Inscription: Proof of the Resurrection
of Christ? Part 1,” “The Nazareth In-
scription took the scholarly world by
storm because, . . . it could be read as
an imperial decree against the Apos-
tles stealing Christ’s body from His
tomb and faking His resurrection. It is
also very similar to the Jewish high-
priestly version of the resurrection of
Christ as found in Matthew 28:11-
15—in other words, [it reflected the
false claim that] His disciples stole His
body from the tomb” (www.bible
archaeology.org).

Billington noted further that in ex-
cess of twenty articles were published
by the close of 1932. He went on to
say that “none of these early articles
questioned the authenticity of the
Nazareth Inscription, . . . [because] the
Greek text of this Inscription and its
historical connections provide strong
support for its authenticity.” The na-



THE building complex has a forbid-
ding look as you approach, even

amid the clutter of modern Phnom
Penh. Our team of eleven missionaries
had been ministering to some of Cam-
bodia’s children living in orphanages
run by a Christian ministry called
Asia’s Hope. Now we were wrapping
up our trip with a two-day stay in the
capital. The first item on our agenda
was a visit to the notorious Tuol Sleng
Genocide Museum, one of the darkest
spots on the face of the earth during
its brief period of infamy as a prison.

From April 1975 to January 1979,
Cambodia endured a reign of terror
unparalleled since the Nazi Holocaust.
The war in neighboring Vietnam had
come to an end with the victory of the
North Vietnamese Communists over
the United States-backed South. Dur-
ing the later years of that conflict, civ-
il war had raged in Cambodia as guer-
rilla fighters, sponsored by Vietnam,
infiltrated and gained control of more
than three-fourths of Cambodian terri-
tory. The government, corrupt and in-
efficient, could not hold them off.

The insurgents were known as the
Khmer Rouge (Red Cambodians), a
name that reflected the red bandannas
most of them wore as well as their ide-
ology. They were led by a shadowy fig-
ure named Saloth Sar, who was known
to the world as Pol Pot. On April 17,
1975, the government defense of Ph-
nom Penh collapsed, and the Khmer
Rouge guerrillas marched in, initially to
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widespread welcome and jubilation.
That jubilation lasted exactly one day.

The Khmer Rouge, who had cast them-
selves as liberators upon arrival, imme-
diately launched their “Year Zero” pro-
gram. Mass evacuation to the
countryside began the next day, as the
new regime systematically emptied Ph-
nom Penh and all other cities throughout
Cambodia. Pol Pot wanted to turn his
country back to a supposed preindustri-
al agrarian ideal. Everyone would live the
simple life of communal peasants, living
off the land without the corruptions and
encumbrances of the modern era.

What this meant in reality was a
wretched existence in labor camps,
filth, and poverty. It also meant the sum-
mary extermination of all who resisted
the program, or, more important, were
merely suspected of harboring resist-
ance. Over the next three and one-half
years, more than 1.5 million Cambodi-
ans were put to death simply for not fit-
ting in with Pol Pot’s radical vision. 

Among the capital crimes was hav-
ing ties to foreigners, owning a busi-
ness, or having served in the military.
The specific factors that put a person in
danger were innumerable and bizarre.
Speaking a foreign language, wearing
eyeglasses, or just having the wrong
name landed one on the death list.

Many thousands were simply mur-
dered on the spot; others first endured a
grisly “legal” ordeal. One of the most in-
famous venues for this was Tuol Sleng.
Originally a high school, the four-build-

ing campus in the heart of Phnom Penh
was taken over by the Khmer Rouge and
turned into a holding prison for suspects
on their way to execution. At Tuol Sleng,
referred to by the regime simply as
“S21,” the captives were formally ac-
cused of crimes against the state, tor-
tured into confession, and then hauled
away to be brutally slaughtered.

Today the former prison is a museum
that bears eloquent and somber wit-
ness to the horrors of that time while
also preserving the memory of the vic-
tims. It is not a pleasant place to visit,
but it should be an important stop on the
itinerary of all who travel to Cambodia.

Tours can be self-guided or led by an
escort. Our group chose the latter in or-
der to gain greater understanding. Our
guide was a soft-spoken woman who
was ten years old at the time of the
Khmer Rouge takeover. She was sepa-
rated from her family in the labor camps
but was reunited with her mother after
the fall of the Pol Pot regime. One point
that she kept stressing was how nobody
ever knew what was happening to other
family members and friends or why such
terrible things were being done.

The museum tour takes visitors
through three of the four main buildings
on the campus. One building is still cov-
ered with barbed wire and netting to
show how they all looked at the time.
The interiors divide their attention be-
tween showing what conditions were
like and memorializing the prisoners.
Thousands of photographs, meticu-
lously recorded by the Khmer Rouge,
cover the walls in several rooms. Other
rooms preserve the hastily bricked-in
and unbelievably small cells or feature
some of the instruments of torture.

One room contains four large busts
of Pol Pot, a man who rarely allowed
himself to be photographed, thus
maintaining an air of mystery. The
busts bear a decided resemblance to
the Soviet dictator Josef Stalin.

Prisoners were brought to S21 on
the flimsiest of suspicions. They were
given confessions to sign, most of
which contained outlandish charges,
such as having collaborated with the
CIA. Few of the captives had ever
heard of the CIA, but if they balked at
signing, the torture began. Virtually all
eventually signed, thinking it would
end their misery and lead to rehabilita-
tion. In reality, the signature was their
death warrant. They were immediate-
ly loaded onto trucks and taken to the
place of execution—the killing fields.

During the span of Khmer Rouge

Cambodia’s Days of Darkness: 
The Pol Pot Genocide

BY KENNETH A. SPONSLER

Entrance to the Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum in Phnom Penh



commit such atrocities against one
another on such a scale?

The quick answer, of course, is that
the depravity of the human heart knows
no limits despite outward refinements
and culture. People everywhere need
Christ, and without Him there is dark-
ness. But we need to avoid being glib
here and especially to avoid a judg-
mental posture. A trenchant question
that surviving victims have asked them-
selves is, How would I have acted if I
had been on the other side—that is, the
side of the guards and captors?

Pol Pot’s genocidal program could
not have been carried out without the
complicity of ordinary Khmer Rouge
personnel. Many of these presumably
joined the movement with idealistic
notions; why did more of them not
protest or resist the barbarity? The
stark answer is that if any guard so
much as hesitated to obey or showed
even slight consternation, he immedi-
ately became the next victim. So we
may legitimately ask ourselves, How
would I have responded? Can we hon-
estly say we would pass such a test?

In answer to the question why did
God let this terrible evil happen to Cam-
bodia, a nation that is still clawing its
way out of the wreckage of that period,
it is impossible to guess at all the pur-
poses the Almighty has for this people.
But one ray of light can be noted. Many
of the Cambodians who survived the
Pol Pot fury did so by escaping across
the border into Thailand, where they
lived for several years in refugee
camps. Many of them first heard the
gospel there, brought by Christian min-
istries that regularly visited and attend-
ed to the refugees’ desperate needs.

It was in these camps that many of the

Arriving prisoners, almost always
transported at night, were herded
through the registration and process-
ing buildings. Lists were checked to
make sure that all who were slated for
execution that night were present.
Then they were lined up next to an
open pit and quickly dispatched.
Hardly any were shot to death. Bullets
were precious to the Khmer Rouge, so
the weapons of choice were axes, ma-
chetes, bamboo sticks, and even torn-
off tree branches with sharp, serrated
edges. Loudspeakers played martial
music to drown out the sounds so that
newly arriving prisoners would not be
alarmed and try to escape.

Visiting both Tuol Sleng and Choe-
ung Ek leaves one drained and ex-
hausted. It also brings out questions
that need to be grappled with: Why did
this happen? How could a people as
gracious and kind as Cambodians per-
petrate such horrors? And, perhaps
most important, where was God?

The first question cannot be an-
swered in a short space. Many vol-
umes could be (and have been) written
on what led to such an enormous ca-
tastrophe in Cambodia’s national life.
The war in Vietnam certainly played a
role, with the upheaval in southeast
Asia generally providing fodder for in-
stability and violence. But why Cam-
bodia specifically became subjected
to genocide and the mass overturning
of society will be debated for genera-
tions.

The second question posed a more
direct puzzle for our missions team. As
we spent time in various parts of the
country and were invariably shown the
greatest respect and courtesy by the
Cambodians, this question haunted
us: How could such a gracious people
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power, some twenty thousand individ-
uals were processed through S21, and
there were many other such prisons
throughout Cambodia. The horror
stopped only when Vietnam, which had
endured numerous border raids from
Cambodia, invaded and drove out the
Khmer Rouge. When Vietnamese sol-
diers arrived at Tuol Sleng on January
7, 1979, they found seven prisoners still
alive. These seven men had survived
because they had skills their captors
found useful, such as typing reports, re-
pairing machinery, or painting glorified
depictions of the Khmer Rouge.

In 2014, two of these survivors were
still alive and spending regular hours
at the prison, greeting visitors and
keeping the memory alive for suc-
ceeding generations. Meeting them at
the end of the tour was the emotional
highlight of the visit. Up till then it was
a grim but emotionally distant experi-
ence; now, suddenly, it was personal.
Nothing brought home the reality of
what took place here as did sitting be-
side and being embraced by these
gentle souls who had lived through it.
I broke down and cried.

Many prisoners died in Tuol Sleng
from the extremity of the torture. But
the mass executions took place about
nine miles to the south, in a rural area
amid rice fields and small villages. This
was one of the killing fields, of which
there were thousands throughout
Cambodia. The Choeung Ek Genocidal
Center, as it is now called, is the one
visited by almost all foreign travelers. 

Unlike at Tuol Sleng, no buildings 
or facilities from the time remain at
Choeung Ek. The structures hastily put
up by the Khmer Rouge to process the
incoming prisoners were all torn down
by 1980 out of anger at what took place
and for the firewood. The site would ac-
tually make a pleasant park if not for the
knowledge of its past. At the center of
the grounds stands a gleaming memo-
rial tower called a stupa; a few other re-
cent structures, such as a small theater,
stand on the periphery. The area has
many trees, paths, and gently undulat-
ing tracts of grass.

Those gentle dips hide the sinister
history of this place, for they are mass
burial pits. A close look might reveal
bone fragments, for bones continually
rise to the surface with the alternating
wet and dry seasons. Numerous signs,
photos, and displays augment the nar-
ration of the standard audio tour. These
all serve to give a grisly picture of what
happened here some forty years ago.

The Choeung Ek Genocidal Center near  Phnom Penh

(Continued on page 17)
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IN London, on December 19, 1843,
Charles Dickens published his nov-

el A Christmas Carol. The novel and its
memorable characters—Ebenezer
Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim—all
have become familiar to generations
of readers. Why has this novel and the
Christmas traditions that it celebrates
become such an indelible part of
Christmas? 

Many of the traditions that we asso-
ciate with Christmas in the Western
world are found in the story. The book
revels in the Victorian celebration of
the holiday. 

But in addition to this, the novel’s ap-
peal lies in the fact that it is a tale, in the
best Dickensian tradition, of redemp-
tion and transformation. Christians, per-
haps more so than others, can under-
stand and appreciate the message of
hope that radiates from the narrative.
Everyone likes a good story, and Dick-
ens’s novel is a heartwarming tale that
has enchanted readers for generations.
We love its depiction of Christmas, and
we love its powerful and even convict-
ing message of hope. 

CHARLES DICKENS’S ENGLAND
In 1843, Charles Dickens was living

and writing in Victorian England. Queen
Victoria ascended the throne in 1837,

water. In 1858, the smell emanating
from the Thames was so bad that Par-
liament was forced to recess! This
event became known as The Great
Stink.

Child labor in factories was in full
swing in London in the 1840s. The
poor could be consigned to work-
houses, or worse, to debtors’ prison.
In short, the Industrial Revolution had
introduced new ills into society.

In 1824, when Charles Dickens was
twelve, his father was imprisoned for
debt. Young Dickens had to quit school
and go to work in a blacking factory, a
place where shoe polish was produced.
Dickens was humiliated by his father’s
imprisonment, which happily lasted
only three months.

The conditions in London in the
1840s, coupled with Dickens’s own
bitter experiences in his childhood,
led him to become involved in the
plight of the poor in the city. Early in
1843, Charles Dickens traveled to
several tin mines, where he wit-
nessed the employment of child la-
bor. Also that year, Dickens visited
the Field Lane Ragged School.
Ragged schools were public schools
established to educate London’s
poor children. They acquired their
name from the ragged condition of
the clothing worn by the pupils. 

In May 1843, these experiences led
Dickens to the decision to produce a
political pamphlet in which he would
address the issues of child labor, illit-
eracy, and poverty. Sometime later
that year, the original idea was
changed in favor of a novel in which
these issues would be addressed indi-
rectly through the plot.

EXPOSITION
Dickens began work on the novel

sometime in October of 1843, and the
work was completed by early December
of that year. Dickens took the manu-
script to his publisher, who bound the
first edition in red fabric with gilt-edged
pages. John Leech illustrated the novel
with four hand-colored etchings and
four black-and-white wood block prints.
The book was priced at five shillings
(about one US dollar at the time). The ini-
tial run of six thousand copies sold out
by Christmas Eve.

Dickens’s novel is saturated with the
author’s dry wit and good humor. But
the character of Ebenezer Scrooge
and his metamorphosis from a cold-
hearted, uncaring miser to a generous,

A Christmas Carol: Charles
Dickens’s Novel of Redemption

BY JAMES PARRY

and it was during her reign that many of
the traditions that we associate with
Christmas were revived or begun, in-
cluding carol singing (banned by the Pu-
ritans in the 1640s), the Christmas tree,
and the Christmas card. 

Queen Victoria married Prince Albert
in 1840. In 1841, Albert, following the
German tradition, placed a Christmas
tree in Windsor Palace. An engraving of
the royal family around the tree ap-
peared in newspapers, and the custom
of erecting a Christmas tree caught on
as the public followed the royal example. 

This era also saw the birth of the
Christmas card. In 1843, Sir Henry
Cole, in an effort to keep up on his cor-
respondence, enlisted the services of
London printer John Calcott Horsley,
who printed one thousand cards for
Sir Henry to send to friends and fami-
ly. The Christmas card was born. 

THE WORST OF TIMES
But imagining Victorian England

through the lens of a Currier and Ives
print would be a distortion. Dickens’s
London was a city that was rife both
with the blessing and the curse of the
Industrial Revolution. Open sewers
ran through the city. These emptied
into the Thames, the same river from
which Londoners drew their drinking
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the very least was influenced by the
idea of conversion to faith in Christ.

(Editor’s Note: The Life of Our Lord,
a retelling of the Gospel narratives
written by Dickens in 1849, was pub-
lished in 1943. He wrote it so that his
children would become familiar with
Jesus Christ, whom he respected but
showed no evidence of trusting in as
Saviour).

RESOLUTION 
In 1867, Dickens made his second

visit to the United States, where he
held a series of public readings of his
novel. He had produced an abbreviat-
ed edition of A Christmas Carol in 1853
for this purpose.

Dickens’s public readings of the nov-
el in this country were tremendously
popular. At one such reading on Christ-
mas Eve, a successful industrialist
named Mr. Fairbanks decided to close
his factory on Christmas Day and to
send turkeys to all his employees. 

The story affected others as well.
British writer Thomas Carlyle hosted
two Christmas dinners after reading
the novel. Impressed by the tale, the
queen of Norway responded by send-
ing gifts to crippled children in Lon-
don. The story was even read to
troops during World War I. Literary crit-
ic Margaret Oliphant observed in 1881
that the novel actually caused people
to behave better, as if the novel were
“a new gospel.”

repentance is his encounter with the
ghost of Christmas future. A mute phan-
tom escorts Scrooge to several Christ-
mas celebrations, none of which in-
cludes Scrooge himself. Finally
Scrooge is forced to view his own name
inscribed on a grave marker. It is at this
point that he begs for another chance to
set things right. The silent phantom
makes no promises, but momentarily
Scrooge awakens in his own room to
find that the night has passed and it is
now Christmas morning. He has been
given another chance.

DENOUEMENT
The new Scrooge is a completely

changed individual. Laughing and cry-
ing at the same time, Scrooge says, “I
am as light as a feather, . . . I am as
merry as a schoolboy.” He cannot wait
to do good for others. He sends the
prize turkey from the poulterer’s mar-
ket to the Cratchit household. He
meets the two gentlemen in the street
whose entreaty for funds for the poor
he had spurned the day before and
tells them the amount he is now pre-
pared to give, assuring them that “a
great many back-payments” are in-
cluded in the sum. He appears at his
astonished nephew’s home for Christ-
mas dinner.

The change in Scrooge is real. His
spirit and personality are completely
transformed. He does not merely be-
come a do-gooder, but he delights in
doing good. The next morning at the
countinghouse, when Cratchit arrives
late, Scrooge feigns anger and raises
Cratchit’s salary. A winsome and light-
hearted demeanor has replaced his
cold, crusty one. 

On the last page of the novel, Dick-
ens made sure that the reader knows
that Tiny Tim does not die. The impli-
cation is that Scrooge, who becomes
a father figure to the Cratchit house-
hold, pays for Tiny Tim’s medical treat-
ment, thus saving him from a prema-
ture death. 

For the materialist, only reformation
is possible—not transformation.
Scrooge has had a real conversion. He
manifests the change in spirit and be-
havior, which are its hallmarks.

Dickens had become very interest-
ed in the accounts of conversion that
were being published in religious
tracts of the time. This was a relative-
ly new genre for the reading public. It
is not difficult to see that Dickens,
whatever his own religious views, at

warm, loving person is what endears
the book to us. We cheer Scrooge’s
transformation. As Christians, we
know that such change is possible
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Dickens’s characterization of
Scrooge near the beginning of the nov-
el is classic.

Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the
grindstone, Scrooge! . . . Hard and sharp
as flint, . . . The cold within him froze his
old features, . . . He carried his own low
temperature always about with him.

Scrooge manifests all the qualities
of one bereft of any godly influences:
hard-bitten, cold, unconcerned with
the welfare of others, and having a sin-
gle-minded obsession for material
gain. He has no use for Christmas. He
rebuffs the entreaty of his nephew to
spend Christmas with his family, re-
plying with his now famous response,
“Bah! Humbug!” 

Equally unresponsive to another re-
quest, Scrooge shows the door to two
gentlemen who come to his business
establishment soliciting funds for the
poor. After being assured by these
gentlemen that some would rather die
than go to prison or the workhouse
due to poverty, Scrooge utters his fa-
mous retort: “If they would rather die
. . . they had better do it, and decrease
the surplus population.” 

DEVELOPMENT
The events of Scrooge’s past have

molded him into the individual he has
become. The reader learns that as a
young adult, Scrooge was engaged to
be married but chose to pursue the
creation of wealth instead. “Another
idol has displaced me,” Scrooge’s fi-
ancée, Belle, says to young Ebenezer
in the passage where she breaks their
engagement—“a golden one.”
Scrooge, viewing the image of his
younger self in the vision conjured by
the ghost, weeps at the sight.

In contrast to the moral barrenness
of Scrooge, the simple, unassuming
ways of Bob Cratchit and the inno-
cence of Tiny Tim serve as a foil.
Cratchit exemplifies the type of person
with a patient, kindly demeanor that
we see described, for instance, in Pe-
ter’s second epistle (chap. 1). It is clear
that Christian virtues of faith, content-
ment, and dependence on the provi-
sion of God suffuse the lives of the
poor but happy Cratchit family. The
values that they live by are definitely
Christian.

What brings Scrooge to the point of

Asia’s Hope houseparents, who are now
bringing up a generation of children to
love and follow the Lord, found Christ.
Some of these new believers did not
want to return to Cambodia even when
it became safe to do so, but God called
them to come back to be a light to their
people. And that light is spreading.

Does this provide the explanation
for what Cambodia suffered? It does
not come close, but it does give us the
assurance that God sees all suffering
and is able to use it for good and for
revealing His glory. Let us rejoice with
our Cambodian brethren for that! �

Cambodia’s Days of Darkness:
The Pol Pot Genocide

(Continued from page 15)

(Continued on page 19)
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IT is a really tough world! It takes
years of living and making many

mistakes to realize what is really im-
portant in life. Many a young person
thinks that he can follow some tried
and tested, easy steps to become rich
and successful. However, it often does
not work out that way. 

In our culture it is the goal of many to
buy a big house, drive a fancy car, and
marry a gorgeous spouse. But reality
speaks for itself. Those who have been
successful from a worldly perspective
without God soon find out that success
in this world quickly fades. Houses get
repossessed, spouses leave, and fancy
cars break down.

Successful people in this world also
realize that their original goals do not
really satisfy. Worldly success is often
fleeting in nature and flies by us very
quickly. We all have seen that to some
extent. This also causes us to evaluate
where we are and calculate our next
move to something possibly more
worthwhile and more permanent. 

In contrast to the get rich and suc-
cessful quickly mentality of this world,
the biblical journey to success is often
a difficult road. We learn lessons along
the way even as we make mistake after
mistake. The Bible is full of narratives
about people who were successful and
those who failed miserably. There are,
however, lessons for us to learn from
their experiences. Being human in a
broken world is part of the nature of this
journey that we all must undertake. If
we look at the successful characters in
the Bible, they were those who knew
that they had feet of clay.

The Bible shows us that winning in
life is about putting God first and rec-
ognizing the important place that He
should have in our lives. 

It is quite interesting that the Bible
does not cover up flaws. The best men
in the Bible were those who failed but
who also learned the principles of suc-
cess through their failures. The great
lawgiver Moses and the lowly shep-
herd-turned-king David are great ex-
amples to illustrate this point. 

Moses was far from perfect. He was

forty years old when God sent him into
exile in the “backside of the desert”
(Exod. 3:1) to train him for what he was
going to do. Another forty years went
by (he was now eighty), and God called
him for the biggest challenge of his
life—to deliver his people from Egypt.
But Moses learned how to listen to
God, to fear Him, and to put Him first.

The “fear of God” is a term that is
much misunderstood, even in the
church. Some of us have too little of it,
and we ignore God and do not take
Him too seriously. That is a dangerous
mistake to make. The fear of God is
not a cringing fear but rather a healthy
respect for the Almighty and who He
is. He can punish us at any time, but
He often chooses to withhold His pun-
ishment so that He can demonstrate
His extravagant mercy to us. 

The penitential words of David about
how God showed him mercy, “He hath
not dealt with us after our sins; nor re-
warded us according to our iniquities”
(Ps. 103:10), remind us of David’s ac-
knowledgement of his own failure to
give God His rightful place. A healthy
fear of God puts us back on the track
to restoration and eventual success. 

Moses also prayed to God and
asked that He stay His hand of de-
struction on the disobedient people
(Exod. 32:10; Deut. 9:13-14). He tried
to show his people that God was to be
revered and feared. The Old Testa-
ment certainly brings out the fact that
a healthy sense of awe toward the
majesty of God is to be recognized in
order for our lives to move forward in
the way God wants us to go.

The Bible reminds us constantly that
we are to put God first in our lives.
Matthew 6:33 reminds us to “seek . . .
first the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness; and all these things shall be
added unto [us].” This is a fundamen-
tal biblical principle. The temple at
Jerusalem could not lie in ruins be-
cause it would have been violating this
principle. The people of Israel had to
repair that first before they could live in
their “cieled houses” (Hag. 1:4).

Today we live in a world that has dis-

carded God or at least pushed Him
aside in some of our private, social,
and public lives. We live in treacherous
times because we have failed to give
our holy God His rightful place in our
lives. Echoes of this condition are
heard in Psalm 36:1 and Romans 3:18,
which tell us that in those times there
was no fear of God. Political correct-
ness and tolerance have displaced the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
from our once godly society.

We see how the fear of God is miss-
ing when we see the way people be-
have in society. Modes of conduct that
were once condemned by our godly
grandparents are now commonly ac-
cepted. Jesus Himself said that the
days prior to His second coming would
be like “the days of Noe” (Matt. 24:37).
God brought destruction upon His cre-
ation. Noah’s wicked contemporaries
were drowned in the Flood. 

As the people did during Isaiah’s time,
many in the world call good evil and evil
good (cf. Isa. 5:20). The moral values of
the past have been turned on their
heads, and we seem to be all the worse
for it. There seems to be no restraint
against evil. This is a dangerous state to
be in. We need an attitude of repentance
and a return to the God of the Bible.

It is very interesting to read that the
book of the Law was discovered in the
days of King Josiah and the people wept
when they realized that they were not fol-
lowing what God had intended for them.
This same attitude of repentance was
displayed in the days of Ezra and Ne-
hemiah in their returning to honor God
and to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem to
show that He still deserved first place in
their lives and in the lives of His people.

We need to get back to having the fear
of God in our daily personal lives and in
the societies where we live. There is a
dire need for daily holiness. This will
come only when we get back to having
the fear of God. The fear of God will keep
us from evil. It will also protect us against
the forces of evil. Psalm 34:7 reminds us
that the angel of the Lord covers us and
protects us from wickedness. 

The Word reminds us that it is the
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ment went behind the veil with sacrifi-
cial blood once a year on the Day of
Atonement (Lev. 16), so Jesus, who is
of a better priesthood than that de-
scending from Levi, has entered the
heavenly tabernacle and taken a seat,
His sacrificial work completed. He is
the Christian’s hope, and that hope is
an anchor “within the veil” (Heb. 6:19).

Christ is the “forerunner” in that
heavenly tabernacle for all believers.
He has gone ahead in a preparatory
manner on behalf of all who will follow.
The word also carries the idea of act-
ing as a scout, going ahead of others
to blaze the way.

Several passages help us under-
stand the concept a bit better. The
Prophet Isaiah prophesied of John the
Baptist preparing the way for the Mes-
siah (Isa. 40:3-5). John 14:2-3 con-
tains the precious promise of Jesus
that He goes to prepare a place for His
own. Mark 11:1-10 tells of the prepa-
ration that was made for Jesus to en-
ter Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.
Matthew 11:10 and Luke 9:52 have
their contributions as well.

In that time (as well as our own)
when royalty and heads of state trav-
eled, there were those who went
ahead and made the necessary prepa-
rations. The picture, then, is of Jesus’
going ahead, blazing the way and
making preparation for believers, and
that says volumes about how highly
He thinks of those who trust Him. He
is putting them in the category of very
important persons worthy of a grand
entry into glory. Think about that for a
moment and allow your heart to be lift-
ed in worship for such a Saviour as
Christ.

Yes, Jesus is our hope anchored
inside the heavenly tabernacle, and
as the hymn writer W. C. Martin
penned, “Though the angry surges
roll/ On my tempest driven soul, / I
am peaceful, for I  know, / Wildly
though the winds may blow, / I’ve an
anchor safe and sure, / That can ever
more endure.” �

ALTHOUGH we will not find the
word “forerunner” often in Scrip-

ture, we do find illustrations of it in sev-
eral places, and the picture that
emerges is beautiful indeed. The word
“forerunner” (prodromos in the Greek)
is found only in Hebrews 6:20. The
Greek word is an adjective referencing
a work done by the risen Christ upon
His ascension to the heavenly taber-
nacle. Our understanding and appre-
ciation of the work accomplished by
Jesus will be enhanced when we ex-
amine the context of the word and
look at pictures of it as found in other
passages.

The book of Hebrews was written to
certain Hebrew Christians who, after
having believed in Jesus as the Mes-
siah, were on the verge of leaving be-
hind their Christian faith or at least of
adding elements of Judaism to their
faith, thus making it an unorthodox re-
ligion. They longed to retrieve some of
the pomp and ceremony of Judaism,
which Christianity did not have—at
least to their understanding. For ex-
ample, Judaism had the Levitical
priesthood, a high priest, the temple
complex, feast days, and a sacrificial
system.

These Hebrew Christians were also
facing increased pressure from family
and friends who had not followed
them to faith in Jesus to return to their
Jewish roots. Persecution that was in-
creasing against them was taking its
toll as well.

In an effort to stop these defections
from the faith, the writer of Hebrews
made the case that Christ is better
than anyone or anything else and that
reverting to Judaism would lay them
open to divine discipline. Rather than
a return to law keeping, the sacrific-
ing of animals, and a priesthood with
its high priest, they were told, amid
many warnings, that Jesus has ful-
filled the law for righteousness, that
His sacrifice was the best possible,
and that He had become their new
High Priest.

As the high priest of the Old Testa-

fear of God that is the beginning of
wisdom (Prov. 9:10) for us. He will
guide us and show us the next steps
that we are to take. It takes bold steps
to make our mark for God in a society
that disregards Him, but God has
promised to be with us and protect us
as we seek to fear Him. 

In the book of Hebrews, we read that
the secret of Noah’s success was his
healthy fear of God. “By faith Noah, be-
ing warned of God of things not seen as
yet, moved with fear (emphasis mine),
prepared an ark to the saving of his
house” (11:7). King Jehoshaphat re-
minds us, “Wherefore now let the fear of
the Lord be upon you; take heed and do
it” (II Chron. 19:7). 

We need to bring back the holy fear of
God, to “take heed and do it.” A holy awe
for God will bring back His blessing. �

What’s in a Word?

Forerunner
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

A Christmas Carol: Charles 
Dickens’s Novel of Redemption

(Continued from page 17)

CODA
In reading the novel we should not

look for theological orthodoxy. But
there is much good Christian theology
that we can appreciate. Consider
these words spoken by Scrooge’s
partner, Jacob Marley:

Why did I walk through crowds of fellow-
beings with my eyes turned down, and
never raise them to that blessed Star
which led the Wise Men to a poor abode!
Were there no poor homes to which its
light would have conducted me!

These are words that convict us be-
cause the sentiment they express is
true. But they are also hopeful words
that we can allow the Holy Spirit to use
in our lives.

We should enjoy Dickens’s use of
the English language. Much of the en-
joyment of the novel is found in his
skillful employment of literary de-
vices—his colorful metaphors, biting
sarcasm, and frequent puns.

Above all, to borrow from Tiny Tim, we
should allow God to “bless us, every
one” when we read this novel. The un-
saved need to come to salvation by faith
in the One who Tiny Tim said “made
lame beggars walk, and blind men see.”
As Charles Dickens reminded us, Christ-
mas’s “mighty Founder was once a child
himself.” �
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FORASMUCH as ye know that ye
were not redeemed with corrupt-

ible things, as silver and gold, from your
vain conversation received by tradition
from your fathers; But with the precious
blood of Christ, as a lamb without
blemish and without spot: Who verily
was foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in these
last times for you” (I Pet. 1:18-20).

There is power in the blood of
Christ. We are living in a time of great
power marked by mighty engineering
feats of many kinds. We have come
from the short-lived flight of the Wright
brothers to the mighty jumbo jet,
which amazes the mind when it is in
flight and equals a three-story building
when perched at the terminal.

We have witnessed the mighty pow-
er of the atomic age and moved on to
the introduction of the space age,
which has landed a man on the moon.
Men now envision interplanetary travel. 

But there is a greater power than
man’s boasted rocket-power thrust.
This greater power will take one on be-
yond Mars to the Father’s House in
glory. It is the power of Christ’s blood.

The power of Christ’s blood enables
God to redeem us from sin, deliver us
from death, and save us from judgment.
Through Christ’s blood, God restores
and reconciles us to Himself. The pow-
er of Christ’s blood reaches us in our
helpless, bereft, miserable condition to
ransom us from the curse of sin.

The Apostle Paul joyfully pro-
claimed the great power of the gospel,
saying, “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). The word for
“salvation” is from the Greek soteria,
which denotes deliverance, preserva-
tion, and safety. Christ’s blood has the
power of God to save every soul.

Now let us look at the word “blood.”
The importance of blood in our body is
seen from Moses’ statement in Leviti-
cus 17:11: “For the life of the flesh is in
the blood: and I have given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for

your souls.” It is medically correct, sci-
entifically sound, and theologically true
that “the life of the flesh is in the blood.”

As blood is so essential to human life,
so it is also needful for spiritual life. We
read, “Much more then, being now jus-
tified by his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him” (Rom. 5:9). The
“blood of Christ” is one of the sweetest
terms in all the vocabulary of Scripture.
The efficacy of His blood is one of the
brightest stars in the sky of doctrine. The
mere mention of Christ’s blood causes
earth to rejoice and heaven to stir about
with wonder and amazement. The blood
of Christ effectively pleads our redemp-
tion at the bar of God’s justice.

The cleansing blood of Christ delights
the heart of God because it alone brings
salvation full and free to the believing
sinner. “And almost all things are by the
law purged with blood; and without
shedding of blood is no remission”
(Heb. 9:22). The gloriously eternal reali-
ty of Christ’s blood brings peace of
mind, assurance of soul, worship of
spirit, stability of life, and motivation of
purpose to the servant of the Lord. The
blood of Christ elicits joy from holy an-
gels while striking terror, dread, and fear
of coming judgment into the hearts of
fallen ones. God has decreed that
Christ’s shed blood shall be vindicated
against Satan and his nefarious co-
horts, who with fiendish strategy ever
seek to thwart the purpose of God.  

The blood of Christ is as essential to
biblical truth as are hydrogen and oxy-
gen to water, numbers to mathemat-
ics, words to language, facts to histo-
ry, faithfulness to love, substance to
matter, emotions to personality, and
fulfillment to prophecy.

Sin is a disease, curable only by the
blood of Christ. The blood of Christ en-
ables God judicially to bestow His love
on us in redemptive grace. “We have re-
demption through his blood, the for-
giveness of sins, according to the rich-
es of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). What
condescension that the holy God
should seek fellowship with sinful man!

God’s provision of redemptive love,
secured by Christ’s shed blood, moti-

vates us to take these words into our
hearts: “Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of
God” (I John 3:1). 

The blood of Christ is described in
I Peter 1:19 as “precious.” The word is
used several times in I and II Peter. It
has the meaning that there is no sub-
stitute for Christ’s blood. The word
“precious” means of value, or of worth.

For example, water would be pre-
cious to a weary, thirsty, desert travel-
er. Water in the desert would be more
precious, of more value, and of more
worth than silver, gold, or even a cred-
it card. Water in the desert would be
more precious than social status, as
one’s very life would be dependent on
it. It is biblically axiomatic that only
blood-washed believers will reach the
“land that is fairer than day” (“In the
Sweet By and By,” Bennett).

God’s remedy for sin is the blood of
Christ. Sin is not a vestige in the linger-
ing mind of evolving man. It is an awful,
terrible, life-destroying, soul-condemn-
ing reality. “The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked: who
can know it?” (Jer. 17:9).

The word “deceitful” means a per-
son’s mind will play tricks on him,
telling him he is good when in truth he
is wicked and sinful, advising him he is
all right when he is not, encouraging
him to excuse his sin instead of own-
ing up to it. Satan has stupefied this
generation so that sin is called every-
thing but what it is.

The Bible makes it clear that God’s
salvation is only for those who will ad-
mit that they are sinners and seek
God’s provision in His Son (cf. Acts
4:12). The Lord justifies the ungodly.
Scripture says, “But to him that wor-
keth not, but believeth on him that jus-
tifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness” (Rom. 4:5).

In the New Testament sin is de-
scribed as missing the mark: “For all
have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). A group of
nine people were traveling in a desert.
Running out of supplies, they were
hoping for an oasis to save them.
When the nine were found later, one of
the travelers had almost made it to an
oasis. All the rest missed the oasis as
well. It did not matter how close or far
from the oasis each traveler was; each
one had missed the mark.

Sin is also said to be careless hear-
ing, resulting in disobedience to God.
“For as by one man’s disobedience
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eternal life through Christ (cf. Acts
16:31). Then speak of God’s love in
Christ, using “But God commendeth
[proved] his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us” (Rom. 5:8).

We can show how God has made a
way through believing with the heart
that Christ is the Saviour. “For with the
heart man believeth unto righteous-
ness; and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation” (Rom. 10:10).

The next step is a prayer for salva-
tion, when God converts the soul to
righteousness. “For whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved” (Rom. 10:13). The prayer
should include three things: to ac-
knowledge sin, to ask God for salva-
tion, and to believe that He did.

At this juncture, some will not want
to pray. I will often pray the prayer and
ask the individual to repeat after me.
What joy comes when the person re-
alizes God has saved him! It is best to
then go over the prayer to make sure
the convert understands.

Some ask why Christians should
witness. Jesus gave the command to
witness (Matt. 28:19-20), and the ear-
ly church set the pattern for us. “And
daily in the temple, and in every house,
they ceased not to teach and preach
Jesus Christ” (Acts 5:42).

Jesus talked to individuals about
the righteousness of God. He talked to
the woman who touched Him, saying,
“Daughter, thy faith hath made thee
whole; go in peace, and be whole of
thy plague” (Mark 5:34). He talked to
Nicodemus about the new birth and
being born again (John 3:3, 5). Jesus
also talked with Mary and Martha and
raised their brother, Lazarus, from the
dead (John 11:1-25). After the resur-
rection, Jesus spoke to Saul from
heaven (Acts 9:1-6).

There is special blessing for the
soul-winner. “They that sow in tears
shall reap in joy. He that goeth forth
and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with re-
joicing, bringing his sheaves with him”
(Ps. 126:5-6). Solomon said, “The fruit
of the righteous is a tree of life; and he
that winneth souls is wise” (Prov.
11:30). Daniel said, “They that turn
many to righteousness [shine] as the
stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3).

I once traveled seventy miles to win
a soul. When pastoring on Long Is-
land, I went forty miles to win a man
with Lou Gehrig’s disease. What
blessed joy! �

Christians are justified, declared
righteous in Christ before the throne of
God. This was done for us without
anything done on our part to deserve
it (Titus 3:5).

We are new creatures in Christ
(II Cor. 5:17). He has blessed us “with
all spiritual blessings” (Eph. 1:3). When
we were “dead in trespasses and sins”
(2:1), God made us alive unto right-
eousness and eternal life.

Our redemption (I Cor. 1:30) means
that we have been purchased back
from the slave market of sin that is or-
ganized by the devil. This redemption
was accomplished by the God who
“cannot lie” (Titus 1:2). God has de-
creed believers’ safe arrival on heav-
en’s shore. This is sure, for God
“promised before the world began”
that believers have eternal life.

Because God has given those who
are His the victory over sin and death,
we must live with thanksgiving (I Cor.
15:57) in our hearts. We can daily re-
joice in the Lord. Psalm 32:11 reminds
us to “be glad in the Lord, and rejoice,
ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye
that are upright in heart.” Christ has
made us righteous and upright before
God. We should praise Him for it!

Now that we have looked at the
doctrine of salvation from sin and the
assimilation of that doctrine, a third el-
ement to explore is demonstration.
This area is where we speak out for the
Lord. It is a way of letting people know
whose side we are on.

Believers are to spread the good news
of the gospel. We must not be ashamed
of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
(Rom. 1:16). We must carry the message
of salvation, secured by the blood of
Christ (cf. Rom. 5:9; Heb. 9:22), to those
around us by using tracts, word of
mouth, and our lives as examples, em-
powered by the Holy Spirit.

We as believers are admonished,
“Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in
heaven” (Matt. 5:16). Spreading the
the message of life and light is not an
option but a command.

An effective way to explain the gospel,
using Bible verses to reach the unsaved,
is to use the Romans Road plan. The
starting point is to show the need for sal-
vation. Romans 3:23 says that “all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of
God.” This means all have missed the
mark of God’s glory. 

Next explain that the result of sin is
“death” (Rom. 6:23) but that there is

many were made sinners” (Rom. 5:19).
Adam had heard God speak, but he
actively disobeyed as if he had care-
lessly listened or inattentively heard
God’s command. This is the meaning
of disobedience in Romans 5:19.

Sin is lawlessness or unrighteous-
ness. Scripture says, “Be ye not un-
equally yoked together with unbelievers:
for what fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what com-
munion hath light with darkness?”
(II Cor. 6:14). It is sin to be joined in fel-
lowship with lawlessness.

Sin is transgression, essentially
meaning “to step to one’s side, hence to
pass some assigned limit.” “Wherefore
then serveth the law? It was added be-
cause of transgressions, till the seed
should come to whom the promise was
made; and it was ordained by angels in
the hand of a mediator” (Gal. 3:19).

Sin is a defect, a loss, a diminishing
of Spirit. This meaning is rendered by
the word “fault” as in “Now therefore
there is utterly a fault among you, be-
cause ye go to law with one another”
(I Cor. 6:7).

Sin, like a mighty rampaging river,
has brought havoc and ruin into the
mainstream of mankind. In Eden’s gar-
den of delight, Adam and Eve sided
with Satan against God and slid off
into sin so that from that day until now,
man’s pathway has been marked by
sin, shame, and bloodshed.

What a wonderful provision that
God gives salvation for all who come
to Christ to be forgiven! The magni-
tude of God’s salvation is seen in
Psalm 103:12: “As far as the east is
from the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us.” No won-
der Jonah could exclaim, “Salvation is
of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9).

We have looked at a lot of information
about the doctrine of salvation from sin.
We need now to assimilate these
blessed truths into our thinking and ac-
cept them into our hearts so that they
can lift our spirits and edify our souls.

We can praise and give thanksgiv-
ing to God for the many benefits of sal-
vation. We are adopted to become the
children of God (John 1:12; Eph. 1:5).
He has delivered us from a terrible per-
il (II Cor. 1:10). His children have es-
caped the clutches of death and all its
power.

When all hope was gone, Jesus
Christ came to bring us hope (cf. Rom.
5:5). Hope in the Greek is elpis, referring
to a favorable and confident expecta-
tion. We anticipate a joyous future.
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ASA was the fourth king in the line
of King David and the great-

grandson of King Solomon. He was
the third king to rule the divided south-
ern kingdom of Judah. He lived during
a time when the glory of Solomon was
still fresh in the minds of the people of
Judah. But the people were also living
during a time when the protection of
the Lord God was not always certain.

King Asa was a man of prayer dur-
ing a time when the nation of Judah
was being troubled by a large army
that they could not defeat. Asa’s
prayer is a wonderful example of faith
in the Lord God when our circum-
stances are out of our control. To un-
derstand Asa’s prayer, we need to un-
derstand the situation in which he
found himself and his kingdom. We will
also look at God’s response to Asa’s
prayer.

When Asa came to the throne, Ju-
dah and Benjamin were the only two
tribes that remained loyal to the Da-
vidic line of kings. Asa’s reign started
with ten years of peace (II Chron. 14:1).
This allowed Asa to establish his rule
over Judah. Those ten years of peace
also allowed Judah to rebuild her
prosperity. Under God’s protection,
King Asa and Judah thrived.

But then God tested Asa’s faith. He al-
lowed a million-man army to come
against him. Asa’s army at that time
consisted of only three hundred thou-
sand men (II Chron. 14:8). So, as he pre-
pared for battle, he knew that in their hu-
man strength, the kingdom of Judah
could not survive the battle. This is when
we see Asa’s faith in God come to the
forefront as he turned to God in prayer.

King Asa’s prayer is found in II Chron-
icles 14:11: “And Asa cried unto
the Lord his God, and said, Lord, it is
nothing with thee to help, whether with
many, or with them that have no power:
help us, O Lord our God; for we rest on
thee, and in thy name we go against this
multitude. O Lord, thou art our God; let
not man prevail against thee.”

Notice that King Asa did not ask for
victory; he only asked the Lord God to
fight against His enemies. Asa under-

stood that Judah’s success and victo-
ry were not in the hands of man but in
the power of God.

Asa acknowledged God’s eternal
power, which no human is able to
overcome—“it is nothing with thee to
help, whether with many, or with them
that have no power: help us.” How
many times in our lives have we be-
lieved that we were also not strong
enough to overcome some enemy in
our lives? We felt the weight of the sit-
uation. It was too much for us to bear
ourselves. We knew in our hearts that
we were defeated in our weakness.
Asa reminds us where we are to turn—
prayer to our Saviour. He alone is nev-
er overcome by anyone or anything.
Asa acknowledged the omnipotence
of the Lord God.

Asa also acknowledged that the
battle belonged to the Lord, not to
him. He said, “O Lord our God; for we
rest on thee, and in thy name we go
against this multitude. O Lord, thou art
our God; let no man prevail against
thee.” This was not a battle simply be-
tween two nations. It was a battle be-
tween God and His enemies, and only
God was able to defeat His enemies.

Ephesians 6:11-13 relates this spiri-
tual truth to us. God provides what we
need for spiritual battle: “Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spir-
itual wickedness in high places. Where-
fore take unto you the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to
stand.” We go to the Lord for strength
because we know that the battle is not
ours but the Lord’s. Our responsibility is
to stand firm in the Lord, to put on the
armor of God, and to pray.

Our prayers need to be undergirded
with faith. Faith is understanding that
we are not strong but weak. We are
weak because of sin and pride. We are
weak because we are focused on the
immediate and not on the eternal. We

are weak because we live in the midst
of forces and enemies that in our own
strength we will never be able to de-
feat. King Asa understood this, so he
prayed to the Lord God, seeking His
help in the battle.

God answered Asa’s prayer and de-
feated that vast army of Ethiopians
and lead Judah to a great victory and
even greater plunder.

Upon Asa’s return to Jerusalem af-
ter this great victory, he was met by a
prophet named Azariah, the son of
Oded. God sent Azariah to remind
both King Asa and all Judah and Ben-
jamin about not forgetting their rela-
tionship with Him.

God’s reminder is found in II Chroni-
cles 15:2-7: “And he went out to meet
Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me,
Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin;
the Lord is with you, while ye be with
him; and if ye seek him, he will be found
of you; but if ye forsake him, he will for-
sake you. Now for a long season Israel
hath been without the true God, and
without a teaching priest, and without
law. But when they in their trouble did
turn unto the Lord God of Israel, and
sought him, he was found of them. And
in those times there was no peace to
him that went out, nor to him that came
in, but great vexations were upon all the
inhabitants of the countries. And nation
was destroyed of nation, and city of
city: for God did vex them with all ad-
versity. Be ye strong therefore, and let
not your hands be weak: for your work
shall be rewarded.”

God knows our hearts. He dealt with
Israel’s rebellious heart in the past; He
will deal with their rebellious heart in
the future. So in His mercy and love,
the Lord God sent King Asa and Judah
a message of hope and mercy. That
message is also for us. If we seek Him,
we will find Him; but if we turn away
from Him, He will turn away from us!
God is waiting for us! He is a faithful
Father. He sent His Son into the world
to win the victory that we cannot win
on our own. We must turn, repent, and
believe in the name of Jesus Christ.
Our victory is found in Him! �

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

King Asa’s Prayer: II Chronicles 14:11
BY LYLE E. BEARSS
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referred to the multitudes as “sheep
having no shepherd.” This was true on
more than one level. But taking that
expression on merely a social level,
Jesus appeared as a leader of people,
and the crowds seemed disorganized.

When He decided a multitude had
been with Him long enough, He sent
them away so that He might teach the
Twelve (Matt. 13:36). At another time,
He sent them away so that He could
be alone to pray (14:23). 

In Luke 4: 28-30 He passed through
the midst of a group of people at-
tempting to kill Him and went His way.
In John 6:10 Jesus had no difficulty or-
ganizing the large crowd so that the
food could be distributed in an order-
ly manner. Finally, He easily kept the
crowd outside when He entered a
house to raise the synagogue official’s
child to life (Mark 5:35-42).

When crowds formed around Jesus,
it did not necessarily indicate dedica-
tion to Him. In John 6:66 many quit fol-
lowing Him after He explained and of-
fered eternal life with the figure of
bread and Himself as the Bread of Life
(vss. 53-58). That message had no ap-
peal for them.

A large group of people sometimes
can be manipulated. As the Jews met
from near and far for the Passover cel-
ebration, many or most of them prob-
ably had not planned to be screaming
for the freedom of the criminal Barab-
bas and the crucifixion of the sinless
Jesus. But that is exactly what is de-
scribed in Mark 15:11-14. The chief
priests and elders saw the presence of
the crowd as an opportunity to make
a sort of “grassroots” call for the exe-
cution of Jesus. And it was effective.

There is another crowd that de-
serves mention. It is explicitly referred
to in I Corinthians 15:6 rather than in
the Gospels. A group of more than five
hundred believers saw Jesus. They
provide overwhelming evidence that
He is risen from the dead. This con-
firms the good news that those who
believe in Him are delivered from their
sins and given a home in heaven for
eternity. �

“And a great multitude followed him,
because they saw his miracles which
he did on them that were diseased.”
Obviously, when people followed Je-
sus, they did not always know what to
expect; but it was often unexpected!
And just a bit later, Jesus fed more
than five thousand people with five
loaves and two fish. After this, they
wanted to make Him King (John 6:15)!

Some of Jesus’ teaching was re-
served for individuals or for the twelve
disciples, but some of it was also for
crowds. The Sermon on the Mount in
Matthew 5 through 7 seems to have
begun with only the Twelve, but by the
end, Matthew 8:1 tells us that “great
multitudes” were there. That was im-
portant so that testimony might be
given to the people who should re-
ceive Him. According to John 12:48,
the people would be judged on the ba-
sis of the words Jesus had spoken.

The other answer to why crowds
gather is so that they themselves
might become the spectacle. An Inter-
net search quickly reveals that crowds
may gather to see a country’s presi-
dent, a religious leader, a musical con-
cert, or an athletic contest. But crowds
have also gathered purposely to make
a statement against terrorism or to
make a statement for the sanctity of
life.

Jesus sometimes encouraged His
followers to remain quiet about who
He was (Matt. 16:20), but the day that
He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey
was different. On that day He said the
stones would cry out (Luke 19:40) if
the people did not.

On that day the crowd itself became
a spectacle. People who were in
Jerusalem (within the area that is con-
sidered today to be “old Jerusalem”)
could see the pilgrims streaming over
the Mount of Olives, making their way
to the temple mount; that was a given
at festival time. But there was an extra
commotion where Jesus was (Luke
19:38-39) as He and His followers ap-
proached. That crowd drew attention
to Him and His Messianic claims.

On one occasion (Matt. 9:36) Jesus

WE do not need to read far in the
Gospels before we encounter

the presence of crowds. They were a
part of Jesus’ ministry frequently and in
a variety of ways. Not every mention of
crowds involved Jesus, but most of
those that did are found in Matthew. His
Gospel speaks of crowds in well over
thirty verses. Mark and Luke allude to
them less than half as many times, and
John does so only three times.

Why the disparity, especially between
Matthew and John? At least part of the
answer probably lies in the purpose for
each of those Gospels. John’s purpose
was to show, through special focus on
signs (miracles), that Jesus is the Son of
God. Crowds could be included there,
but the emphasis would be on the mir-
acles themselves. Matthew’s, however,
was to show Jesus to be the Messiah of
the chosen people of Israel. With that in
view, it seems natural that Jesus would
be shown by Matthew in settings that
included people.

Logistically, it is easier for crowds to
form in certain settings than in others.
For example, we would hardly expect
a multitude to appear in a sparsely
populated area, but in a densely pop-
ulated area we would not be surprised.
Even then, some factors need to be in
place. A sufficient number of people
must be close to the location of gath-
ering and they need to have freedom
or at least flexibility of time. If some
distance is involved, they would re-
quire appropriate transportation. 

Much of Jesus’ ministry took place
along the northern area of the Sea of
Galilee. By consulting a map of that
time, we can see that Bethsaida, Ca-
pernaum, Chorazin, and Gennesaret
are close together. No one would need
to walk far in order to meet others. It
was relatively easy for people from
those communities to gather after
walking no more than an hour.

Why do crowds gather? We can of-
fer two answers, and these serve to-
day as well as they did in Jesus’ time.
The first is that a crowd gathers in or-
der to see a spectacle, especially
when spontaneous. John 6:2 says,

The Life and Times of Jesus

Crowds in the Ministry of Jesus
BY ARLIE D. RAUCH
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THE temple of the Lord, The temple
of the Lord, The temple of the

Lord” (Jer. 7:4), cried the man at the
gate of the Lord’s house in the city of
David. This was some time prior to the
siege that razed Solomon’s house of
worship. Jeremiah the prophet’s first
message in the temple was an attempt
to disabuse the Jews of the lie that
Jerusalem would dodge destruction
“based on the reasoning that the Lord
would never bring calamity on His own
temple” (MacArthur, The MacArthur
Bible Commentary, Thomas Nelson).

As truth for today, this jumps out at
us, does it not it? My church is fairly
large and well taught, with a Christian
worldview. Many in the congregation
are prosperous. The man in the pew
might say, “Grace Church, Grace
Church, Grace Church!”

Psalm 79 seems to lack the eyewit-
ness appeal that is in every stanza of
Jeremiah’s book of Lamentations. The
prophet’s book, thought to be written
near the end of his ministry to the Jews
in Egypt, is his own recollection of the
horrors of the Babylonian occupation
of Jerusalem (Rothmuller, The Music
of the Jews, A. S. Barnes and Co.). 

Psalm 79 is ascribed to Asaph,
David’s choice for director of the temple
choir. Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun
wrote and played music for the temple.
Their families provided other musical
leaders. All three took part at the dedi-
cation of the temple (II Chron. 5:12). The
choir directorate may have been hered-
itary to Asaph’s and Jeduthun’s families.
Their descendants are spoken of during
the time of Nehemiah almost five hun-
dred years later (Neh. 7:44; 11:17).

Asaph served David several cen-
turies before the Babylonian Captivity.
According to Dr. Merrill F. Unger,
Psalm 79 should be ascribed to As-
aph’s sons (Unger’s New Bible Dic-
tionary, Harrison, ed., Moody). Inci-
dentally, in II Chronicles 29:30, Asaph
is called a “seer,” undoubtably an offi-
cial title of rank and dignity.

Dr. Sanford C. Yoder of Goshen

College considers Psalm 79 to be a
national psalm, to which he attaches
the plaint from verse 9, “Help us, O
God of our salvation” (Poetry of the
Old Testament, Herald).

The destruction of the temple weighs
heavily on Jewish hearts to this day, for
the second temple, Herod’s, was de-
stroyed by the Romans in A.D. 70. That is
not all. The second temple went up in
flames on the anniversary of the de-
struction of Solomon’s in 586 B.C.! The
sad day of remembrance of the destruc-
tion of both temples (as well as other
tragedies) is called Tisha B’Av (Ninth day
of the month Av). This year’s observance
in Jewish communities and synagogues
the world over begins the evening of July
31 and ends the evening of August 1.
The ruins. The important story of the

mixed pathos and the dashed pride of
a distraught people is taught in thirteen
verses. The city is viewed in Psalm 79:
1-3 as if from a low-flying aircraft. Was
the temple recognizable? Jerusalem is
“on heaps.” Someone may have whis-
pered, “Beautiful for situation, the joy of
the whole earth, is mount Zion” (48:2).
Tears had to flow.

How do local rabbis console their
people in the reading of Psalm 79 on
Tisha B’ Av? How do they observe this
view of the ruins of their chief city?

The Jews have ever been a militant
people, a trait born of centuries of ash-
es of their sacred places and slaugh-
tered loved ones. Do they call for an
expression of the repentance that their
prayer books teach? But militancy
cries out for revenge.
Revenge. Psalm 79 tells us that the

psalmist called on God to “pour out
[His] wrath upon the heathen” (vs. 6).
He later added, “Among the heathen
in our sight by the revenging of the
blood of thy servants” (vs. 10).
The reproach. The prickly feeling of

the contempt and scorn of neighbor-
ing people would be most keenly felt
by the Jews (vs. 4). It had to sting to
think that tribes of the surrounding
Canaanites and Philistines hated and

mocked the Jews in their hour of dis-
tress. The Jews recognized that they
were a reproach in the eyes of pagan
idolaters. Worse, they caused heathen
reproach to fall on Jehovah (vs. 12)!
The repentance. A few voices in the

rear of a synagogue may grudgingly
feel that sin brought them down. Oth-
ers turn away, offended at the thought.
The psalmist intoned, “Deliver us, and
purge away our sins, for thy name’s
sake” (vs. 9).

In weighing the probable outcome of
any situation, it can be said, “The glass
is half-empty.” The Jews are a people
of the half-filled glass. They manage to
find a time and place to come together
for rejoicing (cf. Ps. 79:13).
Rejoicing. In the recent past, a crazed

anti-semite murdered two people at a
Jewish community center and a third at
a nearby Jewish nursing home. A
beloved local rabbi was murdered by
terrorists while vacationing in Israel.
There were tears, of course, but a local
Jewish newspaper carried news of sim-
chas, happy gatherings, reaching a
fund-raising goal, honors at the Hebrew
Academy, and a mazel tov for a new
birth in the community. They give God
“thanks for ever” and “shew forth [His]
praise to all generations” (vs. 13).
Revival waits. According to premil-

lenial eschatology (the study of end
times), the Jews as a people must en-
dure the Great Tribulation (cf. Matt.
24). It will be a devastating trial, but
God will rescue His people from the
hand of Satan (Rev. 12:1-6, 13-17).

For decades, the Jews have been
working to secure the site of the tem-
ple, now in Muslim hands. While they
wait for the temple grounds, rumors
persist among some that they have
trained priests in accordance with the
Old Testament.

According to this eschatological
teaching, the Jews will worship in a
temple of their own making. It will not
be one that Jehovah prepares for
them. Their temple will be revealed as
the place for worship of Satan’s man,
the antichrist (II Thess. 2:3-4). That
temple will be short-lived, however.
Jehovah will one day have a temple for
the Jews.

Revival also waits for Christians in
nations with nominal Christian activity.
In America there are large churches
with robust economies. But are the
gospel of Jesus Christ and the truths
of God’s Word being taught (cf. Matt.
28:19; Acts 1:8)? �

Meditations in Psalms

Postmortem Jerusalem: 
An Exposition of Psalm 79

BY LYLE P. MURPHY
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Luke began his Gospel by asserting
that he was going “to write unto thee
in order, most excellent Theophilus”
(1:3). The Greek adverb translated “in
order” can refer to something that is in
sequence in time, space, or logic. Its
New Testament emphasis, however, is
on things that occur “one after anoth-
er, successively, in order: Luke 1:3”
(Thayer, New Testament Lexicon,
Harper). C. Marvin Pate agrees that
the “term seems to imply chronologi-
cal sequence” (Moody Gospel Com-
mentary: Luke, Moody).

Matthew used the temporal adverb
“then” more than one hundred times in
his Gospel. Matthew often used it to in-
dicate a temporal sequence of events
(cf. 2:7) but not always. It was also used
for a past time event; for example,
when he wrote that Herod’s murder of
the infants in Bethlehem “then” fulfilled
Jeremiah’s prophecy (vs. 17). Matthew
additionally used it of the future, when
the wicked will be condemned so that
“then” the righteous will shine (13:43).
In addition to that, Matthew critically
substituted another word at the start of
the third temptation, although he used
it in the temptation account. It is the
word “again” (4:8), which does not have
a strict time element to it. Rather, this
word can be used “in the sense of
‘moreover’ or ‘further,’ indicating a
statement to be added in the course of
an argument” (Vine’s Complete Expos-
itory Dictionary of Old and New Testa-
ment Words, Thomas Nelson).

The most important reason Matthew
altered the order is because of the pur-
pose of his Gospel. He wrote to present
Christ as the King of the Jews. In ac-
complishing that goal, he arranged the
temptation account to conclude with
Jesus’ determination to defeat Satan’s
temptation by totally fulfilling God’s plan
of bringing in His kingdom. �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Q. In the temptation of Christ accounts,
why do Matthew and Luke reverse the
order of the second and third tempta-
tions? How can both be correct?
A. It seems that you are carefully read-
ing Scripture. If we think only in terms
of chronological order, then an obvious
contradiction seems to exist. Matthew
and Luke agree that Satan’s first temp-
tation of Christ was to turn the stones
into bread (Matt. 4:3-4; Luke 4:3-4). In
Matthew the second temptation was to
jump from the temple’s pinnacle (4:5-7),
and the third was to worship Satan to
obtain the kingdoms of the world (vss.
8-10). In Luke, however, the second
temptation was to worship Satan (4:5-
8), and the third was to jump from the
pinnacle (vss. 9-12).

Some commentators suggest that
the book of Matthew gives the true
chronological order of the tempta-
tions; they assert that Luke has re-
arranged them into a logical order.
Other commentators state that Luke
gives the true chronological order.

One theory advocates that the re-
versed order in the second and third
temptations “may indicate that there
were continual temptations in these
areas” (The Bible Knowledge Com-
mentary, Walvoord and Zuck, Victor).
The problem with this theory is that
nothing in either Gospel account even
hints that continual temptations oc-
curred.

Those who suggest that Luke re-
arranged the temptation accounts ar-
gue that he did so for two particular rea-
sons. 1. Luke’s emphasis is on how
Jesus was oriented toward Jerusalem;
indeed, Jesus’ destiny was Jerusalem
(9:51). Luke, therefore, concluded the
temptations with the one at the temple
in Jerusalem; 2. Luke did not use the
temporal adverb “then,” which Matthew
used (4:1, 5, 10, 11). This is said to
demonstrate that Matthew was follow-
ing a time order but that Luke was not.

The better solution, however, is to take
Luke’s account as the actual chronolog-
ical order of Christ’s temptations. Signif-
icant evidence demonstrates that
Matthew placed the temptations in a
logical order, not chronological.

The Second Time

I like to think of Jesus’ birth 
And read how prophecies of old
Divinely sent through chosen men
The story of His life foretold.
I like to know that in the Book
Everywhere by Christians read,
The story of the Saviour runs
Like jewels on a scarlet thread.

In love He came to bind the wounds
Of those who fell along the way,
To tell the suffering and the sad
That there would be a better day.
The brief years of His ministry,
Which in the Word of God we trace,
Stand like a shining monument
Dividing worlds of law and grace.

And though His birth was wonderful
And brought new hope to fallen man,
I like to think of that great day
When He comes back to earth again.
Not as a Babe in swaddling clothes
Pushed aside by a jostling crowd,
But gloriously to claim His own,
As He descends on a cloud.

Creation groans for the time 
When evil’s power will have passed

away,
For the new heaven and the new earth
Where righteousness will stay.
And so as Christmas comes again,
Let the sweet bells chime;
And let us have our lamps all trimmed
When He comes back the second

time. �
—Florence French.

Bible Bookmark

A Question of Biblical Consistency
BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET
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SECOND TIMOTHY 2:15, “Study to
shew thyself approved unto God,

a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed,” is a key verse for many

Christians, and Walter Clarence 
Carlson is a living example of the type
of Christian that verse calls us to be.
Even as a teenager, he recognized that
he had a passion for architecture. He
has pursued it as his life’s work and is
now a premier architect in the Chica-
go area and around the world (cf. Acts
1:8). More important, Wally, as his
friends know him, is a Christian who
has given time and talent to church
and missions projects worldwide.

When Walter recalls his childhood,
his focus is the neighborhood, the
house, and the yard around the home.
He can describe in detail the houses in
which he grew up, right down to small
details. Even as a child, buildings and
structures impressed young Wally. 

Wally loved to draw and doodle, and
he particularly enjoyed sketching World
War II fighters and bombers. In grade
school an assignment to draw a house

across the street from school won Wal-
ly the “Best in the Class” award. At Carl
Schurz High School, he was artistically
gifted and fascinated by buildings.

Schurz was designed
in 1910 by Dwight H.
Perkins of the Chicago
Prairie School of Archi-
tecture and is consid-
ered one of the 150
great places in Illinois
by the American Insti-
tute of Architects. It
was designated a
Chicago Landmark in
1979. While Wally at-
tended Schurz, he was
fascinated with the
style and construction
of the school. 

This love of art and
drawing and Walter’s
fascination with build-
ings convinced him
that he should do
something along those
lines professionally.
His mother encour-
aged him to work at the
foundry where his fa-
ther worked, but Wal-
ter had other plans. 

Walter began studying architecture
as a high school freshman. From draft-
ing to architectural drawing, he
learned from his teacher and mentor,
Mr. Roncoli. He received awards for
his work, one from the Ford Motor
Company and another from The Met-
ropolitan Home Builders Association. 

Wally’s parents did not attend
church, but his best friend’s parents be-
gan taking him to services when he was
ten. He attended Bible camp and
worked on staff also. When the director
of the camp called him into his office to
talk about Christianity, Wally had been
prompted by a friend to just say “yes”
to any question the director might ask.
After describing the four spiritual laws,
the director asked Wally whether he
wanted to trust in Jesus as his Saviour.
As instructed, Wally said yes. The con-
versation ended quickly, and Wally
went back to fun camp activities. Later,

at Midwest Bible Church in Chicago,
Walter learned about salvation when
the pastor preached on John 14. He
then asked Christ to be Saviour. 

After trusting in Christ, Walter wit-
nessed first to his mother. When he
told her he had become a Christian,
she said, “What do you mean? You
were baptized as a baby. Of course
you are a Christian.” Being born again
was a foreign idea to Mother Carlson,
but she later grew in her faith.

After high school, Wally worked at a
local foundry, but not for long. During
a two-week vacation, Wally decided to
try working in construction. He made
a deal with a builder that he would
work without pay for two weeks. The
deal was that if the man liked his work,
he would pay him for the two weeks; if
he did not work out, he would walk
away without pay. After the two weeks
were over, Wally was offered a position
as a draftsman.

By this time, Wally had chosen a
bride; or had Marie chosen Wally? 
Either way, the couple married in 1954
and had three children, two boys and a
girl. They helped at church as AWANA,
Bible school, and Sunday school lead-
ers at Phantom Ranch Bible Camp and
at various Bible studies. If there was a
need, Wally and Marie were there. 

Soon Walter’s experience with con-
struction and architecture began in
earnest. After his first drafting job, he
joined an architectural f irm and
learned more drafting, building de-
sign, and construction methods. He
moonlighted and was contacted by
Meadows Baptist Church to design
their building. It was a small congre-
gation that was just beginning and had
little money, but with careful planning
and a certified architect to approve his
plans, Wally’s first church was on its
way. He was twenty-six years old. 

Walter decided that he wanted an
architect’s license, but he did not have
a five-year college degree; however,
by 1963, he did have eight years of ex-
perience under qualified architects,
the minimum requirement of the state
of Illinois. So he studied for the thirty-
six hour state board examination. With
a lot of cramming and a ninety-day
college refresher course, Wally re-
ceived a license to practice as an ar-
chitect in the state of Illinois. It was
quite an achievement and “a lot of
work in the school of hard knocks,”
Wally admits. 

By word of mouth, Wally began to
get architectural design jobs, which in-

Testimonies of Faith

W. C. Carlson, Master Architect
BY MARILYN R. ANDERSON

Wally Carlson with a Waodani spear



WINTER QUARTER 2016-17 27

the hotel. Thankfully, the armed soldier
guarding the door believed Wally’s
story, and the hotel clerk helped the
embarrassed American back to his
room. 

While in Enugu, Wally stayed in a
group house with other Wycliffe mis-
sionaries and linguists. He worked
early in the morning and late at night
on plans for the SIL campus. Middays,
when many were taking a two-hour
siesta, Wally walked the city, meeting
the Nigerian people. Some invited him
into their homes to escape the heat.
The school that Wally designed for SIL
was completed but was destroyed
sometime between 1967 and 1970
during the Biafran War. 

As if Wally did not have enough in-
terests, he developed a new one—
sailing. In 1975, he was part of an am-
ateur crew of lawyers and stock bro-
kers who raced in the annual Mack-
inac Race, the longest freshwater race
in the world. Wally was the fix-it man
during the race from Chicago to Mack-
inac Island.

In 1978, the Evangelical Free
Church recognized Wally as the Evan-
gelical Free Church Layman of the
Year. He was surprised and humbled
to receive the award. He quoted Jere-
miah 29:11 in his acceptance speech.
“‘For I know the thoughts that I think
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end,’” Wally said. “God has
proved this promise to be true in my
life, over and over.” 

Although there are too many to men-
tion, Walter C. Carlson Associates, Inc.
designed many buildings. Noteworthy
are the AWANA Headquarters in Rolling
Meadows, Illinois; the Evangel Eye Hos-
pital in Kano, Nigeria; a ten-thousand
member church in Repalle, Andhra
Pradesh, India; the First Baptist Church
of Wheaton; a Wycliffe group home in
Quito, Ecuador (this necessitated anoth-
er trip to Ecuador, this time with Marie
and their three children); Olson Chapel at
Trinity Divinity School in Deerfield, Illi-
nois; Wheaton Bible Church in Wheaton,
Illinois; and numerous office buildings.
As of this writing, he was working on two
buildings for Haven Of Peace Academy
in Tanzania, Africa.

As adults, the Carlson children are
involved in construction. Mark is a
contractor. Dean followed his father as
an architect, and Karen knows the ac-
counting end of business, is a cook,
and is creative in ceramic arts. 

long ago trip. A spear used to kill peo-
ple became an object of peace and
friendship!

As stated earlier, the relationship
between the Carlsons and the Hollen-
becks began when Wally designed a
home for Norm and Thelma. One of
the first that he designed, it was a four-
thousand square foot, four bedroom
home built in the Prairie style. It had
many windows, deep roof overhangs,
and several doors opening to exterior
living areas. 

In 1966, W. C. Carlson and Compa-
ny designed a multiple office building
and rented one of the units as their of-
fice. Shortly thereafter, Walter was
commissioned to design a senior living
home for the Evangelical Free Church
of America in Rockford, Illinois. This
home, Fairhaven, earned an Excellence
in Architecture Award from the Illinois
Council of the Society of American
Registered Architects. Five additions to
the home were also Wally’s designs. He
served on Fairhaven Home’s board of
directors for six years. 

Word of Wally’s talents and excel-
lent reputation was spreading. William
Cameron Townsend, the founder of
Wycliffe Bible Translators, learned of
Wally’s expertise and asked him to go
to Nigeria to design the Summer Insti-
tute of Linguistics’s (SIL) campus in
the city of Enugu. Although Wally and
Marie were building their own home
and had three young children, they
decided to delay their own construc-
tion, leave the children with Marie’s
grandmother, and venture to Africa.
Wally’s parents and Marie spent time
in Europe while Wally went to Nigeria. 

Alone in a strange African country,
Wally faced some interesting chal-
lenges. Temperatures of 110 degrees
and a sandstorm were only the begin-
ning. 

Of first importance to him seemed
to be a shower and a change from his
western wool suit. However, locking
the bathroom door proved to be un-
wise. After a cooling shower, Wally
tried to unlock the door, but the key
broke in the lock. He was stuck in the
bathroom in his boxer shorts. Fortu-
nately, there was a window, but there
was no ladder. He used the tub,
faucet, and windowsill to provide a
step-by-step climb to the window. The
window was tiny, but so was Wally in
those days.

The Nigerians laughed at the pale-
skinned man in the white boxer shorts
sneaking around to the front door of

cluded homes for several friends, a
Christian school, churches, and
church additions. He also began to
take an interest in flying small planes
and earned his pilot’s license. He met
and designed a home for Norm and
Thelma Hollenbeck. Norm was a pilot.
He had flown to Ecuador, into the
Amazon, and to Africa on missionary
assistance work. Norm had met
Rachel Saint, the sister of one of the
five missionaries killed by the Auca In-
dians in Ecuador in 1956. Rachel and
Betty (Elizabeth) Elliot, the wife of slain
missionary Jim Elliot, witnessed to the
same Indians who had killed their
loved ones, and the natives became
Christians. Rachel invited Norm and
Thelma to visit her at the Auca mis-
sion, and the Hollenbecks invited Wal-
ly and Marie to go with them. Other
friends joined the two couples, and
four small planes were to caravan to
South America. Wally’s grandmother
and two couples from church cared for
the Carlson children while the parents
were away. 

Memories from that trip can be seen
all over the Carlson home. Wally and
Marie speak of it fondly, tearfully, and
fearfully! The first leg of the trip to South
America would have discouraged most
people, but the Carlsons and their
companions persevered. Despite an
engine fire, delay during repairs, being
accosted and interrogated by the
Nicaraguan army, flying without oxygen
at 16,000 feet, and flying through an
area recently struck by a volcano, the
group arrived in Quito, Ecuador.

While in Ecuador, contact was made
with Wycliffe Bible Translator and Mis-
sion Aviation Fellowship missionaries,
and they visited villages throughout
the country, including the Aucas
(known today as the Waodani). They
met Rachel Saint and fellowshipped
with a number of the natives, even
three of the men who had killed Jim El-
liot, Nate Saint, Pete Fleming, Ed Mc-
Cully, and Roger Youderian. It remind-
ed Wally of the Apostle Paul when he
said, “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new” (II Cor. 5:17). Wally said,
“They did not fear us, nor did we fear
them. These men had become Chris-
tians and were brothers now, not
killers.” 

One of the Auca men gave Wally his
hunting spear. Wally took his blue shirt
off in exchange. The spear in the Carl-
son living room is a reminder of that (Continued on page 29)
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WILLIAM “BILL” BRIGHT called
himself a “happy pagan” as he

grew up in Coweta, a suburb of Tulsa,
Oklahoma. After graduating with a de-
gree in economics from Northeastern
State University, he then moved to Los
Angeles, California, to begin his own
candy company. Bill was ready to
make a lot of money in business.

However, God had much more im-
portant plans for Bill. In 1944 (1945 ac-
cording to some sources), Bill was
confronted with the need to trust in Je-
sus Christ as his Saviour. At age twen-
ty-three, Bill asked Jesus into his life.
Immediately, his focus changed. He
eagerly studied the Scriptures, even
taking graduate courses first at
Princeton Seminary and then at Fuller
Seminary in California. 

While a student at Fuller, Bill be-
lieved he was called by God to help
fulfill the Great Commission by sharing
his faith with students. He began at the
local University of California branch in
Los Angeles. Bill’s view of God im-
pacted everything about his life.

In 1949, Bill married Vonette, who
became his partner in ministry. To-
gether they made a written contract
with God, pledging to become “slaves
for Christ” (cf. Rom. 1:1). They agreed
that doing what God told them to do
would be the major focus of their lives.
In 1951, they officially started Campus
Crusade for Christ on the UCLA cam-
pus. 

The next year, Bill wrote what he
called the four spiritual laws. They were
printed in an outreach booklet that has
been translated into numerous lan-
guages. The four laws are meant to
help lead someone to Christ. They have
been written with a variety in the word-
ing but always in the same order. They
basically are as follows: 1. God loves
you and has a divine plan for your life;
2. Man is sinful and separated from
God. Because of his sin, he cannot ex-
perience God’s love and plan for his life;
3. Jesus Christ is the only provision for
man’s sin. Through Him, you can know
and experience God’s love and plan for
your life; 4. You must personally receive

Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Then
you can know and experience God’s
love and plan for your life. 

Over two-and-one-half bil l ion
copies of this booklet have been dis-
tributed into more than two hundred
languages of the world. 

Following their commitment to be
slaves for Christ, Bill and Vonette lived
a life of faith. They never took any roy-
alty money from the books they even-
tually wrote. God always provided
places for them to live. 

Over the years, Campus Crusade
for Christ grew to become a world-
wide ministry to more than students.
They branched out to include special
programs for the military, married cou-
ples, athletes, and the needy. The or-
ganization changed its name to CRU
in 2011 to overcome barriers that the
word “crusade” created in its min-
istry’s diverse outreach. 

In 1979, Bill Bright produced The
JESUS Film Project. Panned by critics
as “dull” and “monotonous,” the film
lost $2 million. Again, God had much
bigger plans for His kingdom. Over the
years since the film’s release, God has
used it all over the world. Over 5.5 bil-
lion have viewed it in cities, small
towns, and out in the wilds. It has been
viewed in 800 languages and 235
countries. Testimonies received by
CRU proclaim that hundreds of mil-
lions have trusted in Jesus as Saviour
after viewing the film. The JESUS Film
is still circulating after thirty years. It is
the most widely viewed and widely
translated film in history.

CRU is considered to be the largest
mission organization in the world. The
staff—including the leadership—all
raise their own support. In this way,
each worker has a base of people
praying for him and his ministry. Mon-
ey Magazine has called the organiza-
tion the “most efficient” religious or-
ganization in the United States (1996).

In 1996, Bill was awarded the Tem-
pleton Prize for Progress in Religion.
This prestigious honor came with a
prize of over $1 million. True to his con-
tract of being a slave for Christ, he

chose to donate the money to Chris-
tian causes promoting the spiritual
benefits of prayer and fasting. Bill had
prayed for years about becoming
more spiritually in tune with the Lord.
He found that times of extended
prayer and fasting were important in
his life. He saw many Scriptures about
the importance of these disciplines in
a person’s spiritual growth. Bill be-
lieved that fasting reduced a person’s
power so that the Holy Spirit can do a
more intense work within him.

Although well-known because of his
role in Campus Crusade for Christ, Bill
continued to be a man who acknowl-
edged that everything he had accom-
plished in his life was due to his desire
to be a slave for Christ. He wanted to
please his Master first and foremost. He
said, “I ask Him, ‘Keep the spotlight of
Your Spirit on me so there would be
nothing impure or unholy in my life’”
(My Life Is Not My Own: Following God
No Matter the Cost, Regal).

Bill Bright learned how to grow in his
faith by learning to trust in the Lord. He
said his faith muscles had to grow.
Even though a person’s muscles are
sore for a while when he exercises,
they do become stronger through it in
time. Faith grows with exercise, and
one can see God do miracles.

Another lesson Bill learned was that
God does not require a person to have
great faith. He simply has to have faith
in a great God. We see this exempli-
fied in various people in the Bible. We
view those people as heroes of the
faith, such as those listed in Hebrews
11. However, their faith often began
small, such as Moses and his hesitan-
cy to do what God required of him in
leading His people out of Egypt. Over
Moses’ lifetime, though, God molded
him into a man of great faith.

Bill Bright went to be with the Lord
in 2003 after complications from pul-
monary fibrosis. The organization he
and his wife, Vonette, founded has
grown to become the largest Christian
ministry in the world. It serves people
in 191 countries through a staff of
26,000 full-time employees and more
than 550,000 trained volunteers work-
ing on campuses and in the other
niche ministries (www.uwwcru.com). 

The statistics are impressive, but
they are by no means the whole story.
Bill Bright would be the first to say that
God built this organization, not him.

The Reverend Billy Graham was Bill
Bright’s long-time friend. He noted

Testimonies of Faith

A Slave for Christ
BY JUDY CARLSEN

(Continued on page 33)
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O Give Thanks unto the Lord
BY JEREMY BARBER

PSALM 118:1 exhorts readers to
give thanks to the Lord. This ex-

hortation comes from one who had ex-
perienced the goodness of God. When
his friends endeavored to help him in
his time of need, God strengthened
their hands (vs. 7). When he found that
all men, even his friends, had failed him,
God was faithful still (vss. 8-9).

The goodness of God is overwhelm-
ing. As you read this article, you might at
some point consciously decide to take a
deep breath, filling your lungs with oxy-
gen. Your brain feels the invigorating ef-
fects, and you are able to concentrate
and think more clearly as you read. Yet,
when you do not consciously take that
deeper breath, your breathing continues
subconsciously. There is no need for you
to actively think of taking each of the
thousands of breaths you must take to-
day. The flicker of life in your body stays
lit through no conscious effort of your
own. Tonight, Lord willing, you will lay
your head down in bed and live, even
though you are unable to consciously tell
your body to breathe. “Give thanks unto
the Lord; for he is good” (Ps. 118:1). 

We also give thanks to God because
of His mercy. “His mercy endureth for
ever” (Ps. 118:1). All the blessings of
God rest on His mercy. He decided to
show us His mercy before His Son
yielded Himself to be slain. We know He
chose to do that before the foundation
of the world (I Pet. 1:20; Rev. 13:8). 

Because of the mercy of God, we
have known the all-enveloping love of
God. We have experienced the grace
of God, lifting us out of our weakness.
Without His mercy, we would never
know the deep fellowship of His abid-
ing presence. Our breath would never
be taken away by the beauty of His ho-
liness if we had never experienced His
mercy. 

Without the mercy of God, we would
never delight in a soft, still, silent night
when large snowflakes drift slowly to
the ground and muffle our footsteps.
We would never appreciate the first
warm breeze of spring; we would nev-
er sit down to a delicious meal or drink
a cold glass of water on a scorching
summer day. 

The mercy of God spares us, day by
day, from getting what we deserve—
the immediate and furious judgment of

a holy God. Instead of such a justified
fate, God declares, “I will be merciful to
their unrighteousness” (Heb. 8:12). His
mercy and common grace “maketh his
sun to rise on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just and on the
unjust” (Matt. 5:45).

The glory of God is shown through
His mercy. His people glorify Him be-
cause of His mercy. “Therefore will the
Lord wait, that he may be gracious
unto you, and therefore will he be ex-
alted, that he may have mercy upon
you” (Isa. 30:18). Again, we must give
thanks to the Lord because He is good
and His mercy never ends. 

But for some, God’s mercy must
come to an end one day. Consider,
“And as it is appointed unto men once
to die, but after this the judgment”
(Heb. 9:27). How, then, can His mercy
endure forever?

Mercy extends to the vanishing
point. As I stand on the shore of Lake
Michigan and gaze west over that great
inland sea, I can see the waterline and
the horizon become one at the vanish-
ing point of my sight. From my vantage
point, the waters endure forever.

In your mind’s eye, picture yourself
parking your car and hiking through the
sand toward the edge of Lake Michi-
gan. In front of you, spreading as far as
you can see, the vast expanse of
sparkling blue welcomes and over-
whelms your senses. Just in front of this
beautiful sight is a sewage lagoon filled
to the brim. This is as revolting as the
waters are wonderful. The waters are
the goodness of God and the lagoon is
the filthy desecration of man’s works.

Now see a man walking toward the
water. He gazes at the goodness of God
for a moment and then, inexplicably, re-
jects what God has offered so that he
may throw himself headlong into the
filth of the lagoon. As you watch, you
see him delighting in the contents of the
lagoon. He wades in deeper and deep-
er until soon he is in imminent danger of
drowning beneath the filth.

Now you see what before had es-
caped your notice. Over the lagoon
hangs a pipe funneling water from the
lake. Though it is a small pipe and allows
only a small stream of water to flow
through it, the entire pressure of this im-
mense body of water is focused through

this pipe. The water coming out at the
pipe’s end comes out with great force.
As you watch the man sinking himself
deeper into the lagoon, you observe that
the water flows over him, keeping him
alive. This is the mercy of God. 

As so many lost people throughout
their lives refuse the goodness of God
and drown themselves in destruction
and perdition, God pours out His good-
ness on them to keep them from
damnation. Truly, He is merciful in spite
of our unrighteousness. How long could
such a body of water supply mercy to
the man who was sinking? It would last
him forever. God’s mercy lasts to our
earthly vanishing points—the time ap-
pointed for us to die—and beyond that.
We must give thanks to the Lord. 

By this point, it should be evident
that God’s mercy is granted to those
who are unworthy. Those who come
face-to-face with God know their un-
worthiness immediately. Isaiah spoke
the words that we all could: “Then said
I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because
I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell
in the midst of a people of unclean
lips” (Isa. 6:5). Those who come to
faith in God are amazed that judgment
is delayed and grace is offered. Now
they are filled with a burning desire to
conform to His image. As Paul did,
they say, “O wretched man that I am!
who shall deliver me from the body of
this death? I thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 7:24-25).

“O give thanks unto the Lord; for he
is good: because his mercy endureth
for ever” (Ps. 118:1). �

In 1993, Wally, Marie, and Dean trav-
eled to India to begin designs for addi-
tions to a mission school and a hospi-
tal. The three saw what Mother Teresa
experienced in the cities of India. They
agreed with her statement that God will
not judge us on how many good things
we have done in our lives. Rather, He will
ask how much love we put into what we
did (cf. I Cor. 13:13; Gal. 5:6; I Thess.
1:3). Walter Carlson shows God’s love
to everyone with whom he comes in
contact, which is what God desires from
all of us. �

W. C. Carlson, Master Architect

(Continued from page 27)
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MISSIONS, like many other things in
the twenty-first century it seems,

is in a dizzying freefall. Pundits suggest
that what is happening currently is “the
new normal.” Whether it is in conformity
with biblical standards is not the issue,
for society at-large is being weaned from
a Christian worldview to a self-centered
lifestyle. So many people are doing that
which “flattereth [themselves] in [their]
own eyes” (Ps. 36:2). 

Ken and Sandra Bowyer are out
reaching the lost. They are of the dimin-
ishing kind of missionaries who invest
their lives full-time among a destitute, il-
literate, tribal people. They have served
among a people who subsist in the Sier-
ra Madre Mountains in eastern, coastal
Mexico and in the lowlands. In both
places the people are very clever and in-
dustrious agriculturalists. 

We need to be reminded that there are
still large segments of the world’s popu-
lation who have never heard about the

Word of God and who live in hard-to-
reach places under demanding condi-
tions. Such are the Totonac Indians of
Mexico. 

Who are the Totonac Indians? Histo-
rians inform us that during the pre-
Columbian period, there were four in-

digenous cultures who lived in the Ver-
acruz region of Mexico. The Huastec
and the Otomi lived in northern Mexico.
The Totonacs lived in the north central
region, and the Olmecs lived in the
south. The southern Olmecs were fa-
mous for creating the colossal, ten-
foot-high stone images that are carved
in the shape of human heads and weigh
as much as forty tons. These seventeen
discovered megaliths, dating from
around 900 B.C., may possibly be me-
morials to their ancient leaders. 

The early Totonacs are considered
the builders of the ancient city of El Tajin
with its famous Pyramids of the Nich-
es. The site has always been sacred to
them. In Totonac El Tajin means in “the
place of invisible spirits,” or “the place
of the dead.” It is well-known that the
Totonacs are deathly afraid of evil spir-
its. El Tajin has become one of the most
important places to visit in all of Mexi-
co, attracting over 650,000 visitors an-

nually. It has been desig-
nated as a world heritage
site. It also hosts the an-
nual Cumbre Festival,
which features cultural
events and concerts.

Archeological sites
show that the Totonacs
were a creative people,
learning to use cement
in their construction not
found elsewhere. Today
their economy is based
on numerous foods they
produce including man-
goes, bananas, cocoa,
and vanilla. Until the
nineteenth century, they
were the world’s primary
source of vanilla. The
vanilla bean comes from
the orchid plant, which
is pollinated by a special

bee found only in Mexico and Argenti-
na. Edmond Albius, a twelve-year-old
boy who was born a slave but later
freed, discovered how to hand polli-
nate the orchid. This discovery per-
mitted the orchid to be grown else-
where for its vanilla bean.

Some scholars say that there is evi-
dence that the Totonacs were also in-
volved with building the city of Teoti-
huacan, which is located twenty-five
miles northeast of Greater Mexico City.
It has been thought that the city
reached its zenith in the middle of the
first millenium A.D. (perhaps A.D. 450). It
boasts the pyramids of the sun and the
moon as well as the “Avenue of the
Dead.” Scholars do not know just what
decimated the people of Teotihuacan,
but the cities were abandoned in the
seventh or eighth centuries. 

The Totonacs allied themselves with
Hernan Cortes when he arrived in 1519.
The Spanish colonists invaded the city
of Totonicapán, bringing devastating
diseases and forced labor, which in turn
brought soaring mortality rates. The
Spanish confiscated Totonac lands, but
they did not like the hot climate of Ver-
acruz and left for more hospitable re-
gions. Catholic priests sought to evan-
gelize the Totonacs, who added the new
doctrines to their ancient spirit worship. 

Today the Totanacs, numbering per-
haps 250,000, continue to live in small
villages and towns spread across the
eastern mountains of Mexico in the
states of Hidalgo, Pueblo, and Veracruz.

In 1954 God sent Larry and Doris
Puckett to Mexico to plant churches
among the Totonacs. Doris Puckett has
written a riveting narrative detailing
their over forty years of ministry among
the Totonacs. In her book In the Hollow
of His Hand, published by Rhyme or
Reason Word Design Studio, she re-
counts how they arrived in Mexico in
their early twenties and newly married,
with scant knowledge of Spanish. After
several months of orientation and a
new baby, a missionary friend flew
them to live in the remote village of
Mecatlan. The landing strip was still an
hour and a half trek from the village. 

In Mecatlan they rented a native hut
that no one else would live in because
a witch doctor had died in it. Their be-
longings consisted of a gas stove, two
army cots, and a playpen and high-
chair, which arrived by mule. Their
house consisted of a dirt floor, no win-
dows, and a rickety door. Her greatest
fear was to protect their baby from
malaria, for which there was no avail-
able cure. This was home to these vi-
sionaries who learned to trust God.

It was a new experience to eat the na-
tive food and hike the mountain trails to
a myriad of villages scattered about.
They had to learn a new language. The
Totonac language is called a “family of

Missions

Evangelizing the Totonac Indians
BY DR. EARL PARVIN

Missionaries Ken and Sandra Bowyer
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ministry in Honduras and Guatemala.
Go to timeforchristministries.org to
read about, view photographs, and
support or join this ministry.

The Totonacs have an unusual annu-
al festival called Danza de los
Voladores, or Dance of the Flyers. A thir-
ty-meter pole is erected, and five men
climb to the top. A lead man climbs and
stands on a platform on top of the pole.
The other four tie ropes to themselves,
wind their ropes around the pole, and tie
them to the top platform. When the four
jump off, they “fly” and spin around as
the ropes unwind. A song called “Son of
Forgiveness” is played before ascend-
ing the pole. The term “son” suggests a
style of music in Spanish; however, in
English it lends itself to a spiritual appli-
cation of Christ, the Son of forgiveness.
This has been used as a ministry tool by
the missionaries.

It is impressive that the Larry Puckett
family and the Ken Bowyer family both
were called of God when they were
young married couples to minister to
the Totonac Indians of Mexico. The peo-
ple lived for centuries in superstitious
fear under the bondage of witchcraft
and poverty. The Pucketts invested over
forty years in Mexico. The Bowyers fol-
lowed as a young couple and have con-
tinued with the Totonacs for the past
thirty years. Both men raised their fam-
ilies in the Indian village of Mecatlan.
Their children remember those years as
a happy experience, being raised bilin-
gual and experiencing two cultures.

Sandy Bowyer has struggled with
MS for years but continues to love and
serve Totonacs. She notes that God
makes an amazing change in the lives
of the Indians when they trust in the
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. Not only
are their fears and superstitions re-
moved, but they clean up their physi-
cal homes and communities as well.
This amazing transition also makes a
major difference in their physical
health and well-being.

The Bowyers are members of the
mission organization C.O.S.E.C.H.A.
Ministries. The Spanish word Cosecha
means “harvest.” The letters in the ti-
tle of the ministry stand for “Christians
of Service Extending Christ’s Harvest
Abroad.” 

Ken reminisces, “There are still re-
mote villages to reach; therefore, I had
one knee replaced and no doubt the oth-
er within a few years.” He is currently in
the process of replacing another diesel
truck to get out to those yet unreached
villages. It is a small price to pay. �

uates are lay pastors of the 140 church-
es in the association. 

On the same campus as the Bible In-
stitute is located Campamento El
Camino de Vida, the national Way of Life
Camp. It has a national director and
seventy-one-camp staff, many of whom
are camp graduates who have profes-
sional careers and spend their vaca-
tions at the camp ministry. Regional
camps have also been established be-
cause of the sixty-two languages in
Mexico. The regional camps make it
possible for more locals to attend.

The Mexican National Mission [MNM]
has as its motto “Mexicans Reaching
Mexicans.” The purpose is to help in-
digenous nationals fulfill the Great Com-
mission. Funding for its ministry is
through the Association of Churches
(UIEM) and others who support indige-
nous Mexican missionaries rather than
expatriates. Currently, several of their
workers are self-supporting in various
ways, such as through the selling of
Bibles. In many of the churches, it is nec-
essary to teach literacy so that the peo-
ple can learn to read and study the Word
of God for themselves.

In the Mecatlan mother church, Ken
suggested making stained-glass win-
dows containing the names of God in
pictures for those who cannot read.
The people were delighted. This
church has grown to several hundred
worshippers. Numerous churches in
the United States have assisted this
church with labor, beautiful solid wood
pews, and funding to expand the
building with cement stairs to the bal-
cony and with electricity.

Starting in 1970, T.I.M.E. for Christ
Medical Ministries sponsored medical
caravans from the United States to the
rural villages of Mexico. Highly skilled
medical doctors and technicians gave
of themselves and supplied the med-
ications necessary to give free med-
ical services to those who did not have
access to or funds for such services. 

These caravans of over one hun-
dred Americans and Mexicans includ-
ed fifteen to twenty vehicles and were
completely self-contained to perform
surgeries, dental work, X-rays, and lab
work. Their services were requested
by Mexican communities and were
under the supervision of Mexican
medical authorities. The motivation for
this work was to create a spiritual min-
istry to the people. The teams went
twice a year for over forty years until
travel into Mexico became too dan-
gerous. They continue their amazing

languages” because there are more
than ten Totonac dialects used among
the widespread villages. Spanish be-
came the trade language for communi-
cation; therefore, it was widely used
among the men. But Totonac was the
language of the people.

The Totonac villagers readily re-
sponded to the simplicity of the
gospel. This was in contrast to the for-
mality of the religious practices
brought by the Spaniards. Those prac-
tices had been superimposed onto
their deeply held superstitious beliefs.
As the young men were exposed to
simple Bible studies, they enthusiasti-
cally committed themselves to Christ
and became excited to translate the
message into the Totonac dialects.

Larry Puckett became a pilot. He
purchased an airplane and used it to
reach out farther and farther into To-
tonac country and distant villages. As
God blessed and the work developed,
Larry was asked to become the field
leader and move to a more central lo-
cation in the city.

In 1982, God sent Ken and Sandra
Bowyer to Mexico with a burden to
minister full-time to the Totonac Indi-
ans. Ultimately, the Bowyers, with their
two sons, were stationed in Mecatlan.
As the Mecatlan church grew, it be-
came the mother church for outlying
village preaching points. As believers
were added over the years, they too
became thriving churches themselves
under indigenous leadership.

Mecatlan was subject to torrential
rains. One severe storm destroyed the
roof of the Mecatlan church. It was de-
cided to place the church in a more pro-
tected location and build a more sub-
stantial building with a cement roof.
Totonacs came from miles around to
make this a communal project. Materi-
als had to be imported on roads that
had been improved but not paved.
When the rains came, the roads be-
came filled with horrible ruts that took a
tremendous toll on Ken’s truck.

Ken soon learned that he could
strengthen his outreach by preparing
messages and Bible studies that could
be recorded and taken to the villages
by evangelists. The evangelists were
also able to teach Evangelical Teacher
Training [ETT] courses as Theological
Training by Extension [TTE]. As the min-
istry was rapidly expanding, it became
necessary to establish the formal Bible
Institute in Tamuzunchale, later trans-
ferred with its own national director to
Tasquillo, Hidalgo. Bible Institute grad-
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ARE you OK?” Joan asked Cathy as
she passed her in the pew. 

“Huh?” Cathy started. “Oh, I’m just
worried about Mom.” 

“Well, have faith,” Joan reassured
her. “I’m sure the Lord will work it out.” 
But so far He hasn’t, Cathy thought

as the service started. 
For two years now since Dad died,

Mom had lived alone in that old house.
Although she was OK right then, still
Cathy worried about her. 

For one thing, there was the condition
of the house. They had replaced the fur-
nace a month ago, and the plumbing
was surely next for major repairs. 

Also, Cathy fretted about her mother’s
health. At eighty, Mom was fine, inde-
pendent, and active. She regularly went
to church and went out with her many
friends. Yet there had been a few scares,
such as the few times Mom had not an-
swered the phone, and Cathy had
rushed over. Mom had simply not heard
the phone ring downstairs, so Cathy had
bought her a cell phone. But what if it
had been something else? 

Then a few weeks later, Mom had
fallen in the bathtub and could not call
for help. She had a few bruises and a
bump on her head—nothing serious—
at least that time. Then Cathy heard
about Mom’s friend Laura who also had
fallen; however, she had been serious-
ly injured, suffering a broken hip and
needing to be hospitalized. Then after
she had developed pneumonia, her
family and doctor reasoned that since
she was both frail and confused, she
should be in a nursing home. 

Mom and her friends naturally dis-
cussed Laura’s situation. “If that hap-
pened to me and I couldn’t live alone
anymore, I’d probably move to some
place smaller—” one friend said,
“maybe an apartment in a seniors’
community. I hear they’re nice.” 

However, Mom had her own ideas.
“Oh, I don’t think I want to go into a
home!” she said firmly. “I don’t want to
be a burden to anyone. No, I want to
live in my house as long as I can.” 

Cathy knew that to Mom’s genera-
tion, a “home” was a health care facil-

ity with long lines of beds where old
people went to die. So Mom was say-
ing she wanted to remain in her own
home. But would that be possible? 

“Our Scripture today is Psalm 37.
We’ll start with verse 5.” The pastor’s
words brought Cathy’s mind back to
the service, and she flipped open her
Bible to follow along. Usually her hus-
band, Bud, held the Bible when they
were in service together. But his naval
duty meant that he was deployed. She
knew he was probably attending a
church service on his ship. 

The pastor read, “‘Commit thy way
unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he
shall bring it to pass’” (Ps. 37:5). 
That’s reassuring, Cathy thought. If

only I could commit my worries and
Mom’s problems to God, I’d certainly
let Him take over everything! But how
can I do it?

“‘Rest in the Lord, and wait patient-
ly for him’” (Ps. 37:7). After the pastor
read the final verse, he looked up from
his Bible and began his sermon.
“Wouldn’t it be great if we’d all follow
the psalmist’s advice—to trust God
with our problems, relax, and then see
Him in action? And that reminds me of
a story.”

He continued the sermon, but Cathy
was still thinking about that last verse—
“Rest in the Lord” (Ps. 37:7). Rest from
her worries! But there was a stipulation.
She had to “wait patiently for him.” 

Yes, the psalmist’s message was
clear. She was to commit everything to
God, to trust Him for His perfect solu-
tion and wait for Him to act. Then she
could claim the “rest” from her worries
she so desperately wanted. It seemed
so simple. 

Then she noticed the bulletin with
Mom’s name on the prayer list. That
simple entry was enough to bring on
more questions. What if Mom had an-
other fall? Or what if something hap-
pened to the house? she wondered.

Then suddenly there surfaced in her
mind a plea for release. She had had
enough! No more! The uncertainties
had caused enough grief. Commit and
trust. She just had to do it! 

Abruptly, Cathy secured her resolve
with a prayer. Lord, I’ve had it. I’m tired
of doing it my way. I want to do it Your
way. So I’m committing myself to Your
perfect plan for Mom and me. Show
me what it is and help me learn to trust
You. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 

Just then the sudden rustle of people
rising for the last hymn indicated the
sermon was over. Yet as Cathy joined
them, she could not focus on the words.
She still had questions. If God has a plan
for Mom, what is it? she wondered. And
what should I do in the meantime? Also,
does my new commitment mean every-
thing will go well with Mom? Is this ac-
tually the end of my worries?

Even with her new determination in
place, Cathy still struggled with those
“what if” questions. She did her best to
trust God, and it helped that there were
no new issues with Mom. Also, she
tried to concentrate on God’s eventual
solution. Occasionally, the old worries
started to insert themselves into her
new commitment. So when that hap-
pened, she tried to concentrate on the
now familiar promises: “Commit, trust,
and rest.” Gradually, it became some-
what easier, but it was still a struggle.

About four weeks after her prayer
for release, things began to happen. It
started when Mom called her. Since
Cathy knew Mom’s aversion to both-
ering her over trivial matters, it had to
be important.

“Cathy, I think I need some help,”
Mom told her. “It’s the kitchen faucet.
I can’t seem to shut it off, and the drain
seems to be partially blocked up.” Her
voice was hesitant. “I don’t like to
bother you, but I forgot which plumber
we used last time.”

“I’ll call him for you,” Cathy said.
“And I’m coming over to help.”

As it turned out, once he checked
out the problem, the plumber an-
nounced that repairs would take all
day. Also, he had to shut off the water,
so Mom could not stay at home. So af-
ter giving the plumber her cell phone
number, Cathy took Mom to lunch.
Later, as they left the restaurant and
before they could go shopping, Mom
had a suggestion. 

“Since we have some time, let’s go
over to see Alma,” she said. “She’s at
Fairhaven.” Cathy knew that Alma was
Mom’s closest friend from church. 

Mom continued. “She moved there
several weeks ago after she sold her
house. She’s called me several times
to come see her.”

“Isn’t Fairhaven that new seniors’

Adults

Commit, Trust, and Rest
BY ANNE ADAMS
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the table. “Jim, I want you to meet
some friends from my church.” As the
newcomer shook hands, the pastor
explained, “Jim is the administrator
here at Fairhaven.”

Events began to quickly unfold, and
before she knew it, Cathy and Mom
were in Jim’s office hearing about
Fairhaven. Cathy remained silent as
Mom listened carefully and asked
questions. Just then Cathy’s cell
phone rang, and she stepped out to
take the call. As she disconnected,
Mom joined her in the hall.

“The plumber is finished at your
house,” Cathy told her. “Ready to go
home?”

Mom paused. “I guess so. But you
know, I’ve been thinking about what
Alma said. If I lived here, I sure wouldn’t
have to worry about plumbing issues or
anything else like that.”

“Well, it’s true,” Cathy said with a
silent prayer.

“And if I lived here, I’d be with my
friends. Also, there would be less for
you to worry about,” Mom said. So
Mom understood her concerns!

“But what’s most important is that I
find out what God wants me to do
about this,” Mom said firmly. “Anyway,
this has given me a lot to think about.”
She paused. “But right now, let’s get
back to the house.”

They retraced their steps through the
lobby and outside. As Cathy opened the
door for them to leave, she felt a cool re-
freshing breeze over her face. The cool-
ness seemed to relax the tension over
Mom’s problems she had felt for so long.
For the first time in a long time, she felt
no worry. I’ve committed and trusted,
Lord,she prayed. Now it’s in Your hands.
So I guess the rest is up to You. �

“Do you still have your car?” Mom
asked as they left the apartment.

“No, I don’t drive anymore, but
some people here do. I don’t need to
drive since they have a bus that takes
us where we want to go, like shopping
or to church.”

They looked in the dining rooms and
lounges and then came into the activ-
ities room. Here Cathy noticed a small
group at a table in a corner and a fa-
miliar face.

“That’s the Bible study that the pas-
tor leads,” Alma explained. “Also, he
does worship services for those who
can’t get out.”

Alma led the way to a coffee bar in a
corner, and there they continued their
conversation until the pastor finished his
study and joined them. As he sat down,
he had a question for Cathy’s mom.

“So how do you like Fairhaven?” 
“Well, it’s very nice,” Mom told him.

“But it’s probably very expensive.” 
“Not really,” he said in return. “In

fact, Fairhaven is actually an outreach
project of our church. Rates are very
reasonable here.” He turned to Cathy.
“There are also funds available to help
those who need it.” 

“Say, Rachel, why don’t you think
about moving here?” Alma asked
abruptly. Then she added with a laugh,
“If you lived here, you wouldn’t have to
worry about your plumbing!”

Mom smiled slightly. “Well, that’s
true. But I’m still not sure—” 

“Hey, look who’s here!” the pastor
interrupted as a tall man came up to

apartment community?” Cathy asked
as they drove away from the restaurant. 

“Yes, it opened up last year,” Mom
told her.

Cathy felt a twinge of wonder as a
thought flashed through her mind.
Could this be God at work? She tried
to calm herself. I’m trusting You, Lord,
she prayed.

As they drove into the parking lot,
Cathy saw a multiple-story building
set on beautiful landscaped grounds.
They found a large lobby busy with
staff and residents. A call from the
front desk brought Alma down from
her apartment. 

“I’m so glad you’re here, Rachel!”
Alma welcomed them. “Let me show
you where I live.” 

She led the way down a broad and
bright hall to an elevator that whisked
them up to Alma’s floor. As they arrived
at her apartment, Alma swung open the
door. “Welcome to my new home!”

Alma’s unit was just what she called
it—a home. Many of her familiar an-
tiques were on display in the living room
and bedroom. At Alma’s invitation, they
looked around, and Cathy was espe-
cially impressed by the bathroom
where railings flanked the bathtub. A
pull cord to call the staff for help was
there as well as in the other rooms. All
these provided resident safety.

Then she heard Mom’s question.
“Do you really like it here, Alma?”

“Oh, I do!” Alma smiled. “You know,
my big house just got to be too much
for me, and here I’ve got everything I
need. My friends and I don’t even have
to cook! We have a wonderful dining
hall. I can show you that downstairs.” 

that Bill had a true burden in his heart,
for he took the Great Commission se-
riously. Bill wanted to do all he could
to bring the gospel to the whole world.
He was known for his true sincerity, in-
tegrity, and devotion to the Lord. 

In the world’s eyes Bill Bright was a
successful man because he devel-
oped a major organization. In the
Lord’s eyes Bill was a success be-
cause he was a slave for Christ. �

A Slave for Christ

(Continued from page 28)
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Q. If a Christian commits suicide, will
he go to heaven?
A. Many of us would rather not think
about the dread enemy called death.
According to I Corinthians 15, the
great resurrection chapter of the Bible,
“the last enemy that shall be de-
stroyed is death” (vs. 26).

Until Christ destroys death when He
comes back to earth, we will struggle
with it. It grieves us, separates us, and
reminds us that we live in a sin-cursed
world. Yes, we know that in Christ we
have overcome the grave, but death still
hurts.

Psalm 116:15 comforts me, saying,
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints.” Because we trust
the Lord, we know that our times are
in His hands (31:15). However, what
about those who seemingly take
God’s time into their own hands? Does
God forgive those who take their own
lives?

As an older pastor, I have ministered
to several families who have experi-
enced the searing pain of suicide. It of-
ten happens with youth who self-de-
struct with drugs and alcohol or elderly
saints who succumb to the bitter pill of

Book Reviews
McConnell, D.R. A Different Gospel. Updat-

ed Edition. Peabody, Maine: Hendrickson,
2011.

THE detailed table of contents in
this book creates a desire to ex-

amine the modern faith movement,
which the book is all about. First, the
author traces and analyzes the history
of the modern faith movement. He be-
gins with Kenneth Hagin and E. W.
Kenyon and raises serious ethical con-
cerns. McConnell then shows the ori-
gin of the word of faith movement and
traces its history from the very begin-
ning.

A biblical analysis of the modern
faith movement follows the historical
analysis. The author devotes ten
chapters to this analysis. In these ten
chapters McConnell examines and re-
futes the most essential beliefs that
make up the word of faith movement.
He deals with the born-again Jesus
and the atonement of the devil, faith in
God versus faith in faith, and the doc-
trines of healing, success, and pros-
perity.

I urge every born-again believer to
be sure the message they share is true
to Scripture and avoids every different
gospel!

Counseling Corner
The Christian and Suicide

BY DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.

cancer. They kill themselves for rea-
sons only they can know.
Confessing every sin. A faithful un-

derstanding of I John 1:9 helps. The
small word “all” means we do not need
to confess every sin we commit to re-
ceive forgiveness. God forgives be-
cause we confess that we are sinners,
and He cleanses us from all unright-
eousness.
The unforgivable sin. Some religious

groups have traditionally taught that
suicide is an unforgivable sin. The
Bible does not make such a distinc-
tion. Any sin is enough to make a per-
son a sinner.

John 3 speaks of a person’s eternal
condemnation when it says, “He that
believeth on him is not condemned:
but he that believeth not is con-
demned already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only be-
gotten Son of God” (vs. 18).

Some scholars believe that the un-
forgivable sin mentioned in Matthew
12:32 could only be committed in Je-
sus’ day. Those specific leaders of Is-
rael rejected the witness of the Holy
Spirit that Jesus was the promised
Messiah. They saw His miracles,
heard His claims, received special rev-
elation, and concluded that He came
from the devil rather than from God.
They would receive no forgiveness.
Eternally forgiven. Eternal life salva-

tion depends on the work of Christ in
the life of the believer. “I am persuad-
ed, that neither death, nor life, nor an-
gels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39).

When a person believes for salva-
tion, he or she has eternal life. Heav-
en’s eternal joys begin as soon as the
sinner is saved. We may not always
experience joy and peace right now,
but that does not change the spiritual
truth. Salvation is ours through faith in
Christ alone, not by works of right-
eousness that we have done.

This does not mean we should wink at
sin. Suicide is a very serious thing. It
decimates loved ones and leaves them
grieving for years. God hates all sin.

Those who choose to kill them-
selves will receive their judgment at
the seat of Christ (II Cor. 5:10). How-
ever, the ones who trust in Christ and
stand before Him on that day have re-

Hixson, J. B. and Mark Fontecchie. What Lies
Ahead: A Biblical Overview of the End
Times. Brenham, Texas: Lucid Books,
2013.

The subtitle of this important book
accurately describes its contents. It
truly is an overview of end-time events
based on the Bible.

All the major future events are ex-
plained and defended from a premil-
lennial, pretribulational dispensa-
tional perspective. The authors did
their homework well. Each of the six-
teen chapters is outlined clearly and
sets forth their defense for the order
of future events. There is no date-
setting, but a clear call is given for
the reader to be ready for the return
of Christ and the rapture of the
church. An appendix giving the se-
quential order of end-times events is
very helpful. Also, the Scripture in-
dex and bibliography will be useful to
every thoughtful reader.

This volume will help answer ques-
tions about end-times events. Some
questions are as follows: How does
the rapture differ from the Second
Coming? What is the difference be-
tween the judgment seat of Christ and
the Great White Throne judgment?
What about the antichrist? All major
biblical future events are addressed in
this volume. �

—Robert P. Lightner. (Continued on page 37)
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may do more harm than good in their
involvement.

Prayer is a ministry that parents
should faithfully perform for the youth
program. They should pray for their
youth leader that he would grow in his
maturity in the faith. They should visi-
bly support him and the program, es-
pecially in front of their teens.

Parents can strengthen the youth
ministry by encouraging their teens to
attend the youth meetings and other
activities. I have been amazed by
those who say they want their teen to
be strengthened in the things of the
Lord but who then allow him to skip
many youth meetings for the flimsiest
of excuses. Not only does this distract
from the continuity of the youth work-
er’s ministry in the life of the teen, but
it also reflects a lack of support from
the parents.

Some parents discipline their teens
by grounding them from youth meet-
ings. They are seeking to punish them
for improper behavior; they hope the
result will be better behavior. I ask,
What better place is there to reinforce
the discipline and teaching ministry of
the home than in the youth program?
I feel that grounding our teens from at-
tending the youth ministry helps Satan
in his efforts to thwart the church’s
purpose.

Speaking encouraging words is an-
other way to strengthen the youth
worker and his ministry. Parents
should show sincere appreciation. The
well of thankfulness should never be
drained dry. Let these dedicated work-
ers know you value them. Remember
them on special holidays and on their
birthdays. When they err, be careful to
show patience and gentleness.

A successful youth program de-
pends on more than how much money
is available and the level of experience
your youth leader has. It also requires
support, love, patience, and involve-
ment by parents and other concerned
church members. We usually get out of
something what we put into it. Put a lot
into your youth ministry! �

volunteer? Does he have a motive that
is less than being a godly instructor
and model of the faith?

The youth leader should be above
reproach. He should be a model of
godliness, for those under his care are
to imitate his faith (cf. Heb. 13:7).

The qualification of being “the hus-
band of one wife” (I Tim. 3:2) empha-
sizes the need for sexual purity. This
standard reflects not only the person’s
outward actions but also his heart and
character.

Closely related to the need for sex-
ual purity is the issue of sexual abuse.
Does your church presently have in
place a policy for child abuse preven-
tion? This issue must not be over-
looked in the children’s ministries of
our churches.

The youth worker should be “given to
hospitality” (I Tim. 3:2). One of the best
ways to get to know those under one’s
care is to be involved with them in set-
tings other than the formal classroom.

Every youth activity and social time
spent with the teens should be seen as
an opportunity to apply Deuteronomy
6:1-9. We are to impress the truth of
God’s Word on our young people in
every avenue of life—in the classroom,
at the amusement park, at a ball game,
or during a party.

“Apt to teach” (I Tim. 3:2), of course,
refers to an ability to teach. The youth
leader should be able and qualified to
teach the Bible. Our young people
should be learning both godly behav-
ior and theology. The youth leader
must be confident in teaching spiritu-
al truths.

An all-important qualification for the
leader is reflecting the fruit of the Spir-
it in his life and character (Gal. 5:22-
23). Those who lead our youth should
be Spirit-filled individuals.

PARENTAL ASSISTANCE
Parents are far more crucial in the

overall effectiveness of the youth min-
istry than they might believe. Without
a proper understanding of what the
youth program is all about, parents

YOUTH work is a key ministry of the
local church. Although the church

cannot and should not try to replace
Bible instruction at home, there is no
question that its significance has been
increasing.

Instead of exercising their responsi-
bility to instill their spiritual heritage
into their children, many parents are
abandoning their biblical role and
handing it to the church. One might
expect unbelieving parents to care lit-
tle for the spiritual training of their chil-
dren, but sadly, this is also happening
in some Christian homes.

The youth work in churches today is
thus all the more important and chal-
lenging. What leadership qualities
should a church expect of a youth
leader? How can parents aid the youth
leader?

LEADER QUALIFICATIONS
The youth group often becomes a

reflection of its leader, so it is essential
that the leader be a godly individual.
Pursuing the goal of godliness must
be the leader’s constant task. Without
this high goal before him, he cannot
hope to influence youths for God.

What are some other important
qualifications of a good youth leader?
He is an extension of the senior pas-
tor’s ministry, with special emphasis
on young people; consequently, great
care should be taken in selecting a
youth leader.

First Timothy 3 is a good place to
start in a discussion of the qualities of
spiritual leaders. Although this pas-
sage concerns the qualifications of
elders and deacons, it also sets a
standard for all of God’s children.

Let us see how closely the life and
character of the youth pastor match
the high qualifications mentioned in I
Timothy.

First of all, a youth worker must de-
sire to minister to youth. He must have
a burden for them. What motivates a
spiritual leader? Is it primarily financial
gain? Why did he step forward? Was it
primarily because no one else would

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Two Needs: Qualified Leaders and Involved Parents
BY MARK J. HIGHMAN, M.DIV.
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KEVIN IRVING loved basketball. He
could be found in the local rec

center or high school gym nearly every
day playing pickup games and prac-
ticing shots. He had played the game
with his father ever since he was a
young child, and he could not think of
a better sport. Dribbling, passing,
shooting—he could do it all.

Kevin wanted to be the best. The only
problem was that someone was better
than he was. Paul Perkins was taller,
faster, and seemed to never miss a shot.
He was the same age as Kevin and
seemed to have the attention of every
girl in their high school junior class.

Kevin knew that he should not be
envious, but he found it difficult to fight
off the temptation. It’s not fair! he
thought to himself. I do everything
right. I practice day and night. I sacri-
fice my time and work so hard. Why
can’t I be better than he is?

As the basketball season progressed,
Kevin grew tired of seeing Paul grab his
high school league’s best stats and of
the coach handing him the ball when-

ball? Why is Paul always better than I
am? His room was quiet, but these
themes echoed in his head louder and
louder.

Finally, Kevin found the answer that
satisfied him. Whatever it takes, he
thought. With that issue resolved, he
drifted off to sleep.

The following week, Kevin’s team
faced their cross-town rival. It was a
huge event every year, and there was
sure to be a sold-out crowd on hand.
Of course, Paul showed up almost an
hour earlier than required for practice
and shoot around. What a show-off,
Kevin thought when he saw Paul
stretching and getting ready. He won’t
be so tough after tonight’s game.

“OK, everybody!” Coach Smith
yelled as he got ready to deliver his
pre-game speech. “Tonight it’s our job
to show that other team that we’re bet-
ter than they are. But that can only
happen if we play as a great team, not
just as a collection of great individuals.

“Remember the plays that we
worked through and the game film we
watched,” Coach Smith continued.
“Most important, remember that it’s
not about what you can do to look bet-
ter but about what you do to make the
team better as a whole. Make the ex-
tra pass instead of taking a bad shot.
Set a pick instead of being hungry for
the ball. We don’t win by being atten-
tion-grabbers. We win by being team-
mates. Now let’s do this!”
Sounds good, Coach, Kevin

thought. But you have no idea how I
feel and what I need to do.

Within minutes, Kevin stepped out
onto the court with the rest of his team.
They were greeted by deafening ap-
plause and cheers. It seemed that the
whole high school was there, scream-
ing for a win.
I can give it to them. I can do it. I can

do it better than Paul, even, he
thought.

From the second after tip-off, Kevin
was in his mental zone. He followed
the coach’s plays, was ready for the
ball when he needed to be, and made
almost every shot and layup he took.

Paul, however, was playing even
better. He made layups, passed the
ball when it seemed impossible, and
flawlessly made tough three-point
shots. Soon the coach had Paul di-
recting almost every play.
I can’t let this happen—not today.

Kevin determined not to be outdone.
When the coach rested Paul, Kevin got
aggressive, refusing to pass the ball

Teenagers

Skills, Thrills, and Spills
BY J. A. LITTLER, M.DIV.

ever they needed a last-second shot to
win. During practice, in the halls, at
games—the envy continually ate away
at Kevin’s heart. He searched for some
way to respond and finally decided that
the only way to pacify his envy was to
get better. Whatever it takes, Kevin
thought.

After a particularly difficult game,
Kevin sat at dinner with his family. “The
season’s going very well so far,” his fa-
ther said.

“Yeah. I guess so,” Kevin responded.
“Is something wrong, Kevin?” Mom

asked, looking worried.
“No. I, um—” Kevin stuttered, at-

tempting to avoid the subject. “It’s just
that, um, I feel exhausted.”

He did not want to share his feelings
with his parents. They did not need to
know that he felt inferior. After all, Kevin
thought, they’ll just tell me a boring sto-
ry and give me a lecture on how I should
be more grateful for how God has gift-
ed me. They have no idea how I feel.

With those emotions searing his
heart, Kevin went to bed early. He tried
to sleep, but feelings of inadequacy
stole his slumber. Why did I miss that
shot? Why won’t Coach give me the
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They were initially very surprised and
upset with him, but they soon realized
his repentance was sincere. Kevin
soon found himself at Paul’s front door
less than a week after the basketball
game.

His heart felt tense with a mix of guilt
and worry. How will he respond when I
tell him? Kevin thought. What will he
say?

Kevin’s thoughts were quickly inter-
rupted by the door being opened. “Oh,
hi, Kevin,” Mrs. Perkins said. “Paul is
in his room waiting for you.”

Kevin slowly entered Paul’s room
and saw him lying on his bed, his in-
jury made obvious by a large sling. “Hi.
Wh—what did the doctors say?” Kevin
asked nervously.

“My shoulder’s dislocated. I had
surgery on it yesterday. I’ll be fine.”

Kevin winced as he looked at the
sling around Paul’s arm. The next sev-
eral minutes were some of the most
difficult in his life. As he confessed to
Paul what he had done, he saw Paul’s
face darken, seemingly combining
feelings of sadness and anger. Even-
tually, Paul said, “I forgive you.”

Kevin could not believe what he
heard. “What?”

“There are things more important
than basketball, and I can tell you’ve
learned that lesson and held on to a lot
of guilt in the past couple of days. I’m
a Christian too. I figure the most
Christlike thing to do is to forgive.”

Kevin’s face showed disbelief.
“I mean it,” Paul said. “After all,

you’re my brother in Christ, and being
angry isn’t going to make my shoulder
feel any better anyway.” A smile began
to emerge on his face. �

that the game was over.
Kevin painted an artificial look of

guilt onto his face, appearing shocked
by what had just happened. He re-
ceived a variety of responses from his
teammates.

“Wow, what a fall!” one said.
“You’re on the same team! Why didn’t

you just let him have the ball?” another
asked.

“It’s OK. I’m sure Paul will be all
right,” said another.

“OK, guys, let’s finish this!” Coach
Smith shouted.

Kevin was given the chance to lead
the team the rest of the game. When
the referees signaled for the game to
resume, Kevin took the inbound pass
and put up a shot from the three-point-
line. He swished it, sealing the game
for the home team! The crowd erupt-
ed, seemingly having forgotten all
about their injured star player.

He celebrated and reveled in the
huge win, but Kevin did not feel as if
he had won. What he did was wrong,
and he knew it. Try as he might, he
could not even get a huge basketball
victory to erase the guilt that weighed
on his conscience.

As the days went by, he celebrated
with his teammates and continued to try
to forget about what he had done. Still,
his efforts were in vain. Every time he
tried to excuse away what he did to Paul,
conviction would set in. Scripture he had
heard and read, things his parents had
talked about, and sermons he had heard
his pastor preach—they all echoed in his
head once again.

He knew what he needed to do. He
found his Bible. It was a bit dusty, and
Kevin felt the conviction of being away
from God’s Word for so long. At one
point, he had marked verses in his
Bible with colored paper according to
different subjects, such as grace, obe-
dience, and faith. This time he turned
to Hebrews 13:5, a once-familiar verse
on contentment: “Let your conversa-
tion be without covetousness; and
be content with such things as ye
have: for he hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee.” 
I’ve never really been content, espe-

cially about basketball, Kevin silently
confessed. Lord, please forgive me for
what I did to Paul. I’ve been selfish and
arrogant for a long time, and now I
leave that behind to practice what Your
Word says about contentment.

The next couple of days were very
difficult for Kevin. With a heavy heart,
he told his parents what he had done.

even when he was double-teamed.
But he turned the ball over, allowing
the other team to score. A few minutes
later, he stood at the three-point line,
and a wide-open teammate called for
him to pass the ball. Instead, Kevin
tried to shoot and was embarrassed
as the other team’s player slapped the
ball out of his hands, dashed to the
other end of the court, and dunked. 

“Irving!” Coach Smith yelled from
the sidelines. “You’re on the bench!
Now!”

Kevin opened his mouth to respond,
but when he saw the look on Coach’s
face, he knew it would be a bad idea.

“Perkins, you’re in!” Coach said as
Paul reentered the game. Kevin was
forced to watch from the sidelines as
Paul made basket after basket, ap-
pearing unstoppable. Each dribble,
pass, and shot seemed flawless.

Kevin knew a war was being waged
in his heart. All the things his parents
taught him about being content in
Christ came to mind. As he was grow-
ing up, they had told Kevin that obedi-
ence and humility were more impor-
tant than attention or success in
sports. Kevin had trusted in Christ as
Saviour at a young age, but being a
Christian at home and being a Chris-
tian on the basketball court seemed to
be two different things. How could Je-
sus know what it’s like to play basket-
ball, what it’s like to be in high school?
Kevin reasoned.

As Kevin’s emotions raged on, so did
the intense game. Less than one minute
was left to play, and the team was fa-
tigued. Reluctantly, Coach Smith called
Kevin’s number. “This is where I do
whatever it takes,” he said to himself.

The rival team was only down by
one point and desperately needed a
basket. Kevin stayed close to Paul so
that he could do what he needed to
do. The opposing team’s star player
attempted a shot, and it bounced off
the rim. Both Kevin and Paul jumped
for the ball. They got to the ball at the
same time, but as they went down,
Kevin fell onto Paul, grabbed his wrist
and arm, and tugged on it hard. Paul
yelled out in pain, and Kevin quickly
stood up and put up his hands, feign-
ing innocence.

“I’m so sorry!” Kevin said as the
school athletic trainers came over to
examine Paul.

Paul continued to cry out in pain as
the trainers helped him off the floor
and into the locker room. The crowd
went silent, and it seemed to many

ceived eternal life, and that judgment
does not include the option of eternal
separation from God in hell.

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press, P. O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel-
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Counseling Corner

The Christian and Suicide
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WE need to settle something. We
all are born in sin. “Wherefore,

as by one man [Adam] sin entered into
the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). 

This means we all have a sinful na-
ture. Our hearts are naturally inclined
to serve ourselves, not God. We follow
our own passions and desires. We
want to be our own god, choosing
what we think is right and wrong. 

That is our state until the regenerat-
ing power of the Holy Spirit causes us
to repent and put our faith and trust in
Jesus Christ. We are changed and
have new hearts. “Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new” (II Cor. 5:17). 

We are no longer slaves to sin to
serve our own passions; instead, we
are to serve Christ. Our new nature
causes us to want to obey the Word of
God. So we endeavor to do so while
God gives us the grace to do it. That is
why Jesus said, “Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God” (John 3:3). 

Still, even though we love and desire
to obey the Lord, we struggle daily
with our sinful nature. It does not help
that our culture, whether through TV,
music, or even school classmates,
promotes views that are in direct op-
position to the Word of God.

Even some people who call them-
selves Christians live and verbalize
their opposition to how God wants us
to live. They pick and choose what
they think is right or wrong, not what is
actually right or wrong according to
the Bible. Their lives and attitudes do
not reflect people who have been
changed by the gospel of Jesus
Christ. They are unashamed of being
in opposition to the Bible. Some are
more subtle, such as the serpent with
Eve in the garden, and twist and ex-
plain away the plain truth of the Scrip-
tures, causing us to question what is
clearly written in God’s Word.

So how do we navigate in a land
where sex has become most people’s
god? Do we question if this is the
case? Look at what sells. What is pop-
ular? Who is popular? Look at the con-
tent in popular movies, books, maga-
zines, music, and social media. 

Pornography has become an epi-
demic in our nation. We have become
a people who value others based on
what we can get from them, to satisfy
our own lusts. One who accesses
pornography might maintain that he
remains a sincere and loving person,
but he or she will be sincerely and lov-
ingly wrong.

Remember, loving others starts with
loving God first. We love other people
when we love God for His awesome-
ness and salvation. We want others to
come to know Him and grow in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.
We do not seek to use them or send
them down the wrong road that leads
to destruction. We want them to come
to know and follow the truth.

Make no mistake. Even the most de-
vout Christians struggle with wrong
desires. Because we have a sinful na-
ture, we battle minute by minute. We
battle not by pursuing those things
that corrupt us but by renewing our
minds through God’s Word and prayer.
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by
the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God, which is your rea-
sonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 

We must get something straight.
Everyone is born with wrong sexual
desires. Jesus Christ died on the cross
to set this right. Sin is sin. The conse-
quences of one sin might be greater
than those of another, but sin is still
sin. It doesn’t matter what it is called.
It does not matter whether anyone
says, “I was born this way.” We were
all born with wrong sexual desires,
making us easy pray to sins like forni-
cation, adultery, homosexuality, and
pornography. What we watch and
what we entertain our minds with and

engage in show our fallen state. These
things tempt us to sin.

God gave us the gift of sex and out-
lined how we are to use this gift with-
in marriage between a man and a
woman. God did this for His glory and
for our good. 

Even within a godly marriage, men
and women have to keep their hearts
and minds pure to keep their relation-
ship holy. If not, lust can creep in and
lead their hearts astray. “When lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death” (Jas. 1:15). We see this
worked out in relationships that are
broken because of sexual sin. 

One’s relationship with the Lord is to
be treasured as is one’s relationship
with other people. Disobedience is
costly. It leads to regret, guilt, and con-
sequences that last a lifetime. 

Have you heard this before? “I know
why two married people should be
faithful to each other. They made a
commitment. That’s different. But
what is the harm between two single
people? Sex is harmless.” 

First, if you have made a commit-
ment to Jesus Christ, then you want to
live in obedience to Him. Second, dis-
obeying God by having sex other than
how God designed it is destructive to
you, the person you are with, and your
relationship with God. Third, once you
choose that path, it becomes a slip-
pery slope. You open a door that is
hard to close. If not repented of and re-
sisted, sin will harden your heart, and
your mind will accept that it is OK. The
Word of God and the convicting pow-
er of the Holy Spirit will be resisted (cf.
I Cor. 6:9-10; II Cor. 12:21).

Disobedience affects your testimo-
ny and the joy of holy living. You will
feel ashamed. The enemy Satan will
use what you have done to condemn
you and keep you from repenting just
as he did to David for a time. 

Sex is not as harmless as many main-
tain. It is the most intimate relationship
we have with someone else. We are to-
tally giving ourselves over to another
person. It can never be regarded as
merely casual, solely for pleasure. We
become knit to that person (Gen. 2:24).

The truth is, for Bible-believing
Christians, these issues are not a mat-
ter of choice. It does not matter what
we think, feel, or even desire. It does
not matter what society accepts. The
circumstances of our upbringing are
not a factor. God has commanded how
we are to live and conduct ourselves.
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essary to restrain evil. 
Theologians have recognized 

several key criteria by which to judge
war. It must be waged by properly in-
stituted authority, it must occur for a
good and just purpose.

In regard to modern wars, then,
Christians have to weigh in their hearts
before God the questions of justifica-
tion and therefore of the moral right-
ness of any conflict. Christians have to
balance in daily life the requirements
of Romans 13:1: “Let every soul be
subject unto the higher powers. For
there is no power but of God: the pow-
ers that be are ordained of God.” 

As Christians weigh these things, they
should remember that God’s plans are
beyond their ability to comprehend.
Therefore full debate, prayer, and a
searching out of the Word of God is
called for in the event of the possibility of
war. Christians should be encouraged to
lead in the debate over the justification,
if any, for war. They should not shrink
from the awkward situations that arise in
such discussions. 

Q. What does it mean to confess sin? 
A. Sin is a concern for all believers.
“Every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and en-
ticed” (Jas. 1:14). 

It is common knowledge that all of
us sin in thought, word, and deed. Sin
can be considered like dirt on a per-
son’s hands. It needs to be cleaned off
so that we or others with whom we in-
teract are not contaminated. Like
washing our hands, we should “wash”
our spiritual lives. “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness” (I John 1:9). Primarily,
we need to confess our sins to God.
As He directs us, we may also need to
confess them to someone in spiritual
authority or to those we have hurt. �

If you have a question you want an-
swered, send it to: Teen Scene, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. Should Christians support war? For
example, what should the Christian
think about drone strikes killing people?
A. The whole matter of a “just war” is
one the Christian must, sadly, consid-
er. There has almost never been a time
in the world where there was absolute-
ly no war. Even when North America,
for instance, has relative peace, there
is conflict occurring somewhere
among the tribes of Indonesia, the
countries of Africa, or because of pira-
cy on the high seas. While the majority
of us are not affected by war, it remains
ongoing and there nearly always seem
to be conflicts that could spark anoth-
er outbreak somewhere. So this ques-
tion is one worth discussing, asking the
Holy Spirit to guide us.

It is clear from the Old Testament that
in the theocracy (rule by God) that was
Israel, there were wars that were or-
dered by God Himself. We see this in the
books of Joshua and Judges. It is ex-
plained in Deuteronomy 20:1-4.

When thou goest out to battle against thine
enemies, and seest horses, and chariots,
and a people more than thou, be not afraid
of them: for the Lord thy God is with thee,
which brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt. And it shall be, when ye are come
nigh unto the battle, that the priest shall ap-
proach and speak unto the people, and
shall say unto them, Hear, O Israel, ye ap-
proach this day unto battle against your en-
emies: let not your hearts faint, fear not, and
do not tremble, neither be ye terrified be-
cause of them; for the Lord your God is he
that goeth with you, to fight for you against
your enemies, to save you.

Because we see wars ordered by
God, we know that wars enter into His
plan. For example, David was enlisted
to fight the giant Goliath because he
was terrorizing God’s people.That war
is part of God’s plan for the future is
abundantly clear when we study the
book of Revelation. So in determining
what constitutes a just war, we cannot
say that all war is bad, although it is
also obvious that not all war is good. 

Since we do not live in a theocracy
today, we must explain the idea of a
just war in some other way. Ultimate-
ly, behind all war is the evil of
mankind’s hearts. Quite simply, in a
fallen world, force is sometimes nec-

His Word is final. We are to worship and
follow Him, our Creator and Redeemer.
“And whatsoever ye do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks to God and the Fa-
ther by him” (Col. 3:17).

It is not easy following Christ in a so-
ciety driven to shed all godly re-
straints. It is hard finding friends who
want to live their lives pure before the
Lord. That is why Jesus said, “If any
man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me” (Luke 9:23). Jesus is
interceding for us, and the Holy Spirit
is enabling us to fight the good fight of
faith.

Is it over if you have crossed the line
or dabbled in something you should
not have? No, of course not! Repent
now. Break off that ungodly relation-
ship. Flee from those things that cause
you to sin, and run to Christ. God is
quick to forgive and restore you
through Jesus Christ and use that mis-
take to make you even stronger in
Him. Jesus Christ has completely paid
for your sins on the cross. He will re-
store you to your first love, Himself,
and to the joy that salvation brings.

True joy, purpose, and delight are
found only in a right relationship with
Jesus Christ. This truth applies to us
and to the people we call our friends,
the people we are attracted to, and
those we date. When we abide in the
Vine (Jesus), true and lasting fruit will
remain. “I am the vine, ye are the
branches: He that abideth in me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing”
(John 15:5).

There is joy in waiting for the mate
God has for us. What a gift you can
give to your future husband or wife!
Just think how intimate and pure that
relationship will be before God. Your
sexual enjoyment will be leaps and
bounds above what the world has to
offer. Why? Because when we are lib-
erated from sin and guilt, we are free
to enjoy and treasure the gift that God
has ordained as part of marriage. 

No boy or girl, and especially no
friend, should pressure you to disobey
the Lord. It is important to choose
wisely those with whom you spend
your time. You want friends who will
help you grow in your relationship with
Jesus Christ. Those who put pressure
on you sexually are not concerned
with your relationship to God. Their
only concern is to satisfy their own de-
sires. That is not love. �

Teen Scene
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THE mantel clock chimed three
times. Dong! Dong! Dong! Isaac

turned to look out the cabin’s frosty
window. He let out a big sigh and
thought, This is going to be the worst
Christmas ever.

Isaac had sprained his ankle a week
ago. With the lower part of his leg
wrapped in an air cast, he could not
play in the snow or even go for a walk
in the woods.

His father told him that God can bring
good from everything He allows to
touch our lives. Isaac prayed every night
that God would bring something good
out of his painful situation. Now, on this
gray and gloomy day, Isaac once again
asked God to help him understand. 

From his spot at the window, Isaac
watched his parents walk along the
edge of the woods. They were gather-
ing pine and cedar boughs,
pinecones, and holly berries. Every
December, it was their family tradition
to make two Christmas wreaths. They
hung one wreath on their door. They
would give away the other wreath to
brighten someone else’s Christmas. 

While Isaac waited for his parents to
return, his gaze drifted across the lake.
Small white lights twinkled near the
base of the fire tower. That’s strange,
he thought, the fire tower is usually
dark this time of year. Mr. and Mrs.
Hart, who lived in a cottage beneath
the tower, spent much of the year
where it was warmer.

During the summer, Mr. Hart was a
wildlife rehabilitator, and Mrs. Hart was
a Sunday school teacher. Isaac loved
learning about nature from Mr. Hart,
and Mrs. Hart was a great Bible
teacher. Isaac really enjoyed going to
church and learning about God. The
past summer, Mrs. Hart had taught the
children about the armor of God. Isaac
had won a ribbon for memorizing Eph-
esians 6:10-18. 

Isaac heaved his injured ankle up on
the sofa. He tried to ignore the itch that
he could not reach. To help pass the
time, he thought about the pieces of
armor that children of God were to put
on. Let’s see, he thought. First is the

belt of truth, next is the breastplate of
righteousness, and third are the shoes
of the gospel of peace. Then come the
shield of faith, the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit.

When he finished, Isaac turned his
attention back to the window. He saw
a young deer approach the edge of 
the lake. Deer were numerous around
the cabin, but something was wrong
with this one. It limped. Isaac pressed
his nose closer to the window. His
warm breath on the cold pane fogged
the glass. He wiped the glass with his
sleeve, edged close again, and held
his breath. The small deer bent its
head to drink. Then it trembled, fell,
and lay very still.

Isaac’s heart pounded as he slid off
the couch, struggled into his coat, and
grabbed his crutch. Carefully, he made
his way across the frozen ground to
where the deer lay. The yearling’s ribbed
side moved slowly up and down.

A crunching noise caught Isaac’s at-
tention. He looked up and saw a blue
rowboat headed toward shore. It was
Mr. Hart. Each time his oar hit the wa-
ter, it broke the thin layer of ice that
had formed over the lake’s surface. Mr.
Hart beached his boat and then pulled

a walking stick and a canvas bag from
under the seat.

“She’s hurt, Mr. Hart,” Isaac told him
when he walked near. Isaac wiped
away warm tears that rolled down his
cold cheeks.

“Let’s have a look,” Mr. Hart said,
gently touching the leg of the trem-
bling deer. “She has a deep cut,” he
said. He pulled out a length of band-
age from the canvas bag. 

While speaking softly, he slowly
wrapped gauze over the cut on the deer’s
leg. “I’ve been keeping an eye on her for
a while. I could never get close enough
to help her until now.” Mr. Hart smiled at
Isaac. “There’s a storage shed down the
bank a ways,” he said. “Do you think you
could help me get her there?”

Isaac looked at his cast. “I’d like to
help; but how?”

“Do you have a sled or a toboggan
we could put her on?” Mr. Hart asked.

Isaac thought for a short moment.
“Would a plastic flying saucer sled
work?” he asked. 

Mr. Hart chuckled. “As long as it
doesn’t take us to Mars, it will do.”

Isaac began the trek back up to the
cabin, but he stopped and turned. “Mr.
Hart,” he said, “I’m glad you’re here to
help.”

Mr. Hart touched the frayed edge of
his cap. “Me too, Isaac.”

By the time they got the deer settled
in the shed, Isaac’s parents had re-
turned from their outing in the woods. 

“Were you outside enjoying some
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The Elephant

BY WANDA ERBSE

ELEPHANTS are the largest animals
that live on land. Among all ani-

mals, only certain whales are larger.
God made elephants with long noses
(called trunks), large, floppy ears, tusks
(long front teeth), and large, thick legs.

There are two main types of ele-
phants, the African and Asian (also
known as the Indian elephant). African
elephants are originally from the area
below the Sahara Desert. Asian ele-
phants are from parts of southern and
southeast Asia, in countries such as
India, China, and Nepal.

God gave elephants long noses that
are connected to their upper lip. An ele-
phant’s nose, or trunk, is made of thou-
sands of muscles and does not have
any bones in it. The trunk is used to pick
up things, smell, drink, and make nois-
es. An elephant can pick up and carry
with its trunk a six hundred-pound ob-
ject, but it can also pick up a small coin.

Elephants seem to love water. One
of the elephant’s favorite things is to
suck up water into its trunk and then
blow a stream of it back out to give
himself a shower.

Elephants eat grass, fruit, roots, and
tree bark. Adult elephants eat about
three hundred pounds of food a day.
They also drink up to forty gallons of
water daily. The longest they can live
without water is about three days.
They travel long distances (up to fifty
miles) to find food and water.

God made elephants with tough skin,
which can be as thick as one inch. Their
skin is very sensitive to sunlight, so they
cover themselves with mud or dust.

An elephant’s tusks are actually very
long and curved upper teeth. They are

On the morning before Christmas,
when Isaac and Mr. Hart arrived at the
shed, the yearling was prancing
around in the stall. 

“I think our friend is ready to be set
free to hopefully rejoin the herd,” Mr.
Hart said.

Isaac felt happy and sad at the same
time. He would miss the deer and his vis-
its with Mr. Hart. “If I wouldn’t have
sprained my ankle, I would have missed
helping you with the doe,” Isaac said.

“If we had gone away this winter, I
would have missed spending time
with you and helping one of God’s
creatures,” Mr. Hart said. 

“Dad said God can bring good from
what He allows to happen in our lives.”

“Your father is right,” Mr. Hart said.
“We all need reminders now and then
that God is in control and not us.” He
wiped his eyes with the back of his
wrinkled hand.

Isaac could not wait to tell his par-
ents the good news. “Mr. Hart and I
helped an injured deer,” he told them.
“Now she’s all better!”

His parents could not wait to see the
doe. “First, I think we should take a
wreath to the nursing home where
Mrs. Hart is staying,” Mr. Burke said.

Isaac thought for a minute. “Mr. Hart
said it’s a big place. So what if we took
both wreaths there?”

“Good idea,” Mrs. Burke said. “And
when we get back, we want to see
your surprise.”

At the nursing home, the Burkes
gave Mrs. Hart the wreaths. Although
she could not speak, her eyes glis-
tened as she looked at them.

That evening, Mr. and Mrs. Burke
followed Isaac and Mr. Hart to the
shed. Isaac slowly opened the door.
“Ta-da!” 

The doe stood motionless, staring
at the visitors. Then, under a canopy of
twinkling stars, the yearling bounded
off into the woods.

“This Christmas hasn’t been as any
of us would have planned,” Mr. Hart
said to Mr. and Mrs. Burke. “Yet
spending time with Isaac helped re-
mind me that God always does work
things out for our good and His glory.”

“Mr. Hart, we would like you to attend
Christmas church services with us,” Mr.
Burke said. “And then we would like to
share Christmas dinner with you and
Mrs. Hart at the nursing home.”

Isaac silently prayed, Thank You,
Jesus, for working all things out ac-
cording to Your plan. This Christmas
will be the best one ever! Amen. �

fresh air?” Mrs. Burke asked as Isaac
hobbled over to the couch.

“I was helping Mr. Hart,” Isaac said.
“We have a surprise for you!”

Mr. Burke was busy laying out all the
wreath-making materials they had
gathered. “What’s this about a sur-
prise?” he asked. 

Isaac smiled. “It’s sort of like a
Christmas gift,” he said. “You will have
to wait a few days to find out.”

Mr. Hart and Isaac met at the shed
the next morning. Isaac brought ap-
ples for the doe. Mr. Hart brought a
dishpan to fill with lake water. The doe
lay in a makeshift stall. She was still
very weak.

“Will she be able to walk again?”
Isaac asked as they wrapped a clean
bandage on the deer’s leg.

“With food and rest, she will be up
and running in no time,” Mr. Hart said.

Isaac patted his cast. “I hope I will be
too,” he said. “I can’t wait for my ankle
to heal. It’s so hard to get around.”

“It’s easy to get discouraged when
things go wrong,” Mr. Hart said. “Life
doesn’t always go as we want it to.”

“Did something like this ever hap-
pen to you, Mr. Hart?” Isaac asked.

Mr. Hart nodded. “Not exactly, but
Mrs. Hart had a stroke a few months
back,” he said. “She needed more care
than I could give. Now she’s living in a
nursing home over in Woodridge. I try to
visit her every week, but it’s a long drive
and not an easy one in the winter.”

“I don’t understand why bad things
have to happen,” Isaac said.

Mr. Hart put his hand on Isaac’s
shoulders. “We live in a fallen world,
Isaac. The Bible says we can expect
trials and troubles. But it also says we
can count on God to be with us. He will
do what is best for us.”

“It doesn’t always feel like God is
with us, though,” Isaac said.

“Do you remember what Mrs. Hart
taught you this past summer?” Mr.
Hart asked.

Isaac smiled. “I sure do! It was about
the armor of God, and I won a ribbon
for learning it.”

Now it was Mr. Hart’s turn to smile.
“Memorizing it is one thing,” he said,
“using it in spiritual battle is another.
Prayer helps us fight and win our spir-
itual battles.”

Over the next few days, Isaac thought
about what Mr. Hart said. He prayed,
“Dear God, please help me use the ar-
mor You gave us. I have learned about
it and memorized it. Now please help
me use it. In Jesus’ name. Amen.” 

Noah’s Ark
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called incisors, and they are the
source for ivory. Elephants use their
tusks to dig for food and water and to
strip bark from trees. Tusks are also
used for fighting and for defense
against predators.

Male elephants are called bulls, fe-
males are called cows, and baby ele-
phants are called calves. Pregnant fe-
male elephants carry their babies for
about twenty-two months. They al-
most always have one calf at a time
every two to four years. Calves can
weigh about two hundred pounds at
birth. A calf can walk within an hour af-
ter birth with its mother close by for
protection. A male calf will stay with its
mother for two or three years before it
goes off on its own. Female calves
stay with their mothers until the moth-
er dies. Elephants in the wild live for
about thirty to fifty years.

When an elephant is angry or fright-
ened, he can run at a speed of more than
twenty-five miles an hour for a short dis-
tance. On longer journeys, an elephant
can travel at only ten miles an hour. Both
speeds are quite a feat for an animal that
can weigh between five thousand and
fourteen thousand pounds.

Elephants are protected from other
animals because of their great size
and thick skin. Adult elephants do not
get attacked often, but babies are of-
ten killed by predators. Adults use
their tusks and trunks against preda-
tors. Their massive feet can crush their
enemies. They also scare off other an-
imals by making their ears stand
straight out or by making a loud, shrill
sound from their trunks. This is called
trumpeting.

But the elephant’s greatest ene-
mies are human beings. Hunters kill
elephants for their ivory tusks, which
they can sell to collectors for a lot of
money.

People around the world enjoy
watching elephants in circuses, at
zoos, and in their natural habitats.
With training, elephants can perform
many tricks. Wild elephants can per-
form important functions also. For ex-
ample, when they dig up dry riverbeds
to find water, they create watering
holes for other animals as well.

Genesis 1:25 says, “And God made
the beast of the earth after his kind,
and cattle after their kind, . . . and God
saw that it was good.” Elephants are
wonderful creatures! They display
God’s great creativity and imagination.
There are no other animals quite like
them. �

You and Your Bible
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

Wise Men Came from the East

�Wise Men Came from the East: A.3; B.1; C.4; D.2. An Angel Ap-
peared to Joseph:1.angel; 2.Egypt; 3.Lord; 4.land.

Answers:

Read Matthew 2:9-12, and put the sentences in the correct order.

A.____ The wise men opened their treasures and gave gifts of gold, frankin-

cense, and myrrh. 

B.____ The star went before the wise men, and it stood where the child was.

The wise men rejoiced when they saw the star. 

C.____ The wise men were warned by God in a dream that they were not to re-

turn to Herod, so they returned to their own country another way.

D.____ When the wise men came to the house and saw the young child with

Mary, they worshipped Him. 

An Angel Appeared to Joseph

Read Matthew 2:13-20, and fill in the blanks.

1. After the wise men had departed, an __________ of the Lord appeared in a

dream to Joseph.

2. He said, “Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into

__________” (verse 13).

3. After Herod had died, an angel of the ________ appeared to Joseph.

4. The angel told Joseph to take the young child and His mother and to return

to the ________ of Israel.
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Wit and Wisdom
Arnold H. Glasow (1905-1998): “A
loyal friend laughs at your jokes when
they’re not so good, and sympathizes
with your problems when they’re not
so bad.”

* * *

Archie Frederick Collins (1869-
1952): “There are two types of peo-
ple—those who come into a room and
say, ‘Well, here I am!’ and those who
come in and say, ‘Ah, there you are.’”

* * *

Bill Tammeus: “Midlife crisis is that
moment when you realize your chil-
dren and your clothes are about the
same age.”

* * *

Japanese Proverb: “Fall seven times,
stand up eight.”

* * *

“A gossip is a person with a strong
sense of rumor.”

* * *

“Always try to drive so your license will
expire before you do.”

* * *

“If you want your dreams to come true,
don’t oversleep.”

* * *

“No matter how stony the path, some
forge ahead; no matter how easy the
going, some lag behind.”

* * *

“Personnel directors of large corpora-
tions are looking for men between
twenty-five and thirty-five with forty
years of experience.”

* * *

“Experience is compulsory educa-
tion.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

The Beauty of Storms

Katherina von Bora (1499-1552):
“Dear Lord, I thank thee for all the tri-
als, through which thou didst lead me,
and by which thou didst prepare me to
behold thy Glory.”

* * *

George Muller (1805-1898): “The
only way to learn strong faith is to en-
dure great trials. I have learned my
faith by standing firm amid severe
testings.”

* * *

F. B. Meyer (1847-1929): “Whenever
you sigh, look up to heaven. Heaven’s
light turns tears to jewels.”

* * *

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892): “The
Lord’s mercy often rides to the door of
our heart upon the black horse of af-
fliction. ”

* * *

C. S. Lewis (1898-1963): “Our Father
refreshes us on the journey with some
pleasant inns, but will not encourage
us to mistake them for home.”

* * *

George MacDonald (1824-1905):
“How often we look upon God as our
last and feeblest resource! We go to
Him because we have nowhere else to
go. And then we learn that the storms
of life have driven us, not upon the
rocks, but into the desired haven.”

* * *

George Matheson (1842-1906):
“Show me that I have climbed to Thee
by the path of pain. Show me that my
tears have made my rainbow.”

* * *

Anonymous: “Finding God does not
mean building a house in a land of no
storm, but building a house that no
storm can destroy.” 

* * *

Annie Johnson Flint (1866-1932):
“Oh, mighty power that holds me,/A
helper forever near! / Oh, perfect
peace that folds me / In danger and
storm and fear!” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“I want this one!”

“I think she’s saying her room is cold.”

“Harry couldn’t come. He had to turn in early
so that he can watch four bowl games on TV 
tomorrow.”
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HINDSIGHT is better than foresight.
That is why we have so many

Monday morning quarterbacks follow-
ing Sunday’s game. The problem with
hindsight is that we usually use it to
grieve over the past instead of apply-
ing it to the future.

As I look back at the life of parent-
ing that I have been engaged in for
many years, I have some hindsights to
share. My intent is not to grieve over
the past but to help the future parent-
ing of other fathers. If I had it to do over
again, what would I do differently?

I WOULD FIND THE BEST
POSSIBLE WORLD FOR MY
CHILDREN

As a pastor, I know what it means to
work sixty hours a week. While my
children were growing up, I spent
many hours every week preparing for
Sunday evening services. For me, this
was always a heavy burden.

As I look back on it, I feel I could
have been a better father and pastor
if I had been free of that weekly load.
I  am not cr i t ic iz ing the Sunday
evening service. I am simply being
honest about its impact on my fami-
ly and me. Although some pastors
may thrive on the Sunday evening
service, if I had it to do over again, I
believe I would move to a church
without a traditional Sunday evening
service.

My father also had a job that de-
manded many hours. While I was
growing up, I hated my father’s job.
He was gone most of the time. When
he was home, he was stressed-out
because of the pressures of his job.
My father often talked about finding
another job but never did. I wish he
had.

Some fathers who are reading this
article desperately need to change
jobs because the one they have is not
children friendly. If you can improve
your children’s world by getting a job
better suited to you and your children,
go for it! God will be with you. If you
listen to my hindsight, you may have
better foresight.

I WOULD STRIVE TO SEE GOD IN
THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF MY
CHILDREN’S LIVES

I recall spending a lot of time worry-
ing over various circumstances in my
children’s lives as they were growing
up. I know now this was unnecessary
since God has firm control of all cir-
cumstances. Ephesians 1:11 reminds
us that God works all things after the
counsel of His will.

In order to accomplish His purposes
in our children’s lives, whether they are
young or old, God uses the various cir-
cumstances in their lives. Before you
fret over what God is allowing to hap-
pen to your children, ask yourself,
“What if God did not make a mistake in
allowing these circumstances in my
child’s life?” By correctly answering the
question, you will gain the right per-
spective. God does not make mistakes.

During one period in our family’s life, we
went on a broken-bone spree! Over a
five-year period, family members broke a
total of nine bones. We ended up with a
closet full of all different sizes of crutches.

Needless to say, this streak of casts
and operations placed a heavy financial
drain on my moderate income. I often
worried and complained about our
problems as if the accidents should not
have happened. My negative attitude
contributed to my feeling that a cloud of
doom hung over our home.

Looking back, I regret that I did not
look upon each broken bone as being ab-
solutely necessary to fulfill God’s pur-
pose. Instead of having memories of dark
times when we barely survived, maybe I
could have viewed these bleak times as
days of hope and growth when God was
working out His special plan for us.

A wise father will see God working
through every circumstance in his chil-
dren’s lives. His firm belief that “all
things work together for good to them
that love God” (Rom. 8:28) can place a
rainbow above every storm cloud
hanging over those in his family.

I WOULD AFFIRM MY CHILDREN
MORE

Much of peer pressure is negative.
Our children are often under great

pressure to conform to the evil atti-
tudes and ideas that prevail in the
world. Peer pressure also exposes our
children’s weaknesses and rarely fo-
cuses on their strengths; consequent-
ly, many of our children grow up think-
ing they have been endowed with very
little by their Creator.

The home is the best place for help-
ing children develop an accurate,
wholesome view of themselves. A wise
father will look for opportunities to affirm
and celebrate the strengths of his chil-
dren. He knows they are encouraged by
hearing their father brag about their
skills and accomplishments. His obser-
vations also help them know where God
has made them strong.

On the day Abraham Lincoln was
assassinated, attendants emptied his
pockets of personal items. Among the
items found was a worn-out newspa-
per clipping. The newspaper article
began, “Abe Lincoln is one of the
greatest statesmen of all time” (Pulpit
Helps, December 1998).

If even President Lincoln needed affir-
mation, how much more do the precious
children growing up in your home!

Each of our three children displayed
an interest and an ability in a certain area
while growing up. Our oldest son was
strong in drafting, his brother was good
at computers, and our daughter ex-
celled in Spanish. The two boys now
have degrees and jobs in those fields,
and their sister is planning on a mis-
sionary career working with Spanish-
speaking people.

My wife and I continually drew at-
tention to our children’s strengths and
encouraged them to pursue opportu-
nities to develop them. Now that I see
how effective our affirmation was, I re-
gret that I did not affirm them more.
Our affirmation was God’s way of
guiding their lives.

I WOULD MAKE CAMPING PART
OF OUR LIVES

When my children were young,
camping was just starting to become
popular in our area; therefore, we nev-
er got into it. Camping is truly a great
opportunity to bond with your children
and make unforgettable memories to-
gether.

“We learn more from our failures
than from our successes,” said Lucy
VanPelt. Charlie Brown replied, “Then
that makes me the smartest man in the
world!” We also learn from the mis-
takes of others. Learn from me. �

Dad’s Den

If I Had It to Do Over Again
BY KARL KLOPPMANN, M.DIV.
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“was moved with compassion toward
them, and he healed their sick” (vs. 14).

Then He fed them, a crowd of over
five thousand, with a modest lunch
that He multiplied. Nowhere in this
passage did Jesus or His disciples ask
those healed or fed whether they were
now believers,whether they had a
criminal record, whether they were liv-
ing a sinful lifestyle, or any other qual-
ifying questions. They were sick. He
healed them. They were hungry. He
fed them. The one thing they did do
was to seek Jesus.

Here is how we need to pray for our
children and grandchildren: that
above everything else they would seek
Jesus and then follow Him. It may take
years. We may not live to see it. But
our prayers must be faithful and with
total trust in Jesus.

It is OK for us to relax, reveling in
God’s strength, mercy, love, and power,
both in our lives and in our families’ lives. 

Our daughter’s experience as a sin-
gle parent was one of great challenge.
Today our daughter is happily married
to a wonderful Christian man whom
we call our favorite son-in-law. Never
mind that he is the only one! 

Our grandsons have their own home
near all of us, and they work, go to col-
lege, and serve faithfully in the church
where we all are active. Calvin is on a
church board. Both are sound techni-
cians. Akiem has served for years at a
Christian camp during his summers.
Both do extra jobs to help maintain the
church.

Fourteen-year-old Timia plays viola
with our church ensemble. Amiah, thir-
teen, sings duets and leads singing
from time to time. Both help with
younger children. 

Our daughter and her husband
serve by doing groundwork. On an on-
going basis, Aimee takes clothing
from our children’s clothing center
home to wash. She also donates bags
of clothing and food. She remembers
what it was like to be a single mother
and wants to give back to others.

Yes, our family is following the Lord,
and for that we are so thankful. But we
should never stop praying and trust-
ing. We are never so strong that we
cannot fall. Prayer, trust, and mercy
are lifelong disciplines. 

May we remember that He “is able
to do exceeding abundantly above all
that we ask or think, according to the
power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3:20).
That power is His power! �

at her” (John 8:7). Oops! It probably got
really quiet. Shamefaced and sheepish,
they left until it was just the woman and
Jesus. He asked her whether anyone
was condemning her. She said, “No
man, Lord.” Jesus said to her, “Neither
do I condemn thee: go, and sin no
more” (vs.11).

Why would we ever think God would
be less merciful to us and our families
than He was to this woman? He does
not condone our sin, but He loves and
forgives us.

Whatever our children or grandchil-
dren do, even if it is not a path God
chooses, our response must be as His—
unconditional love and mercy, remem-
bering to watch our own path in life. 

Three things are basic in our rela-
tionships with our children and grand-
children: praying earnestly, trusting
completely, and supporting them
when they need our strength. 

You may be saying, “But my child is
in jail, or gay, or living with someone
without being married, or—”

I may not know your situation—each
is different. But I do understand how Je-
sus related to others, and He reacts the
same way toward us and our families.

In Matthew 9:10-13, Jesus was crit-
icized because He ate with sinners. It
was the Pharisees, of course, who crit-
icized. 

Jesus’ response to them was, “I will
have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am
not come to call the righteous, but sin-
ners to repentance” (Matt. 9:13). He
could not bring sinners to Himself by dis-
tancing Himself. He had to be with them
and among them while not approving of
or participating in their wrongdoing. 

As parents and grandparents, we
should never walk away from our chil-
dren or grandchildren! They are God’s,
and He has given them to us. Distance
will never work.

Matthew 14:3-12 relates the be-
heading of John the Baptist. After be-
ing told of his death by John’s disci-
ples, Jesus and His disciples went by
ship to be away. Yet they were followed
by crowds of people. When Jesus saw
the crowds, He was not annoyed but

AS Christian women, we take the
roles we fill seriously: wife, moth-

er, homemaker, employee, friend,
church volunteer. What about taking
care of ourselves?

“But I don’t have time to take care of
myself!” you say. When we do not take
care of ourselves, we get exhausted
and do not fill the other roles well. Lis-
ten, though, to this good news.

Philippians 4:13 says, “I can do all
things through Christ which strength-
eneth me.” If you are like me, you of-
ten stop right after “I can do all things.”
That is a big mistake. When we try to
fulfill all our roles by ourselves, we are
not doing it God’s way. So, how do we
fulfill our roles, especially that all-im-
portant one of mothering? We do so
by praying, trusting, and not worrying
about what other people think of how
we parent or what our children may be
doing; by not beating ourselves up;
and by being in a church that strongly
supports families just as we support
others.

You see, you can do everything right
and still have difficulties in your family
and with your children. Families and
parents do not get a lot of support from
our culture. Our parenting is often done
“in spite of” rather than “because of.” 

There are some biblical principles
we must fix our eyes on as mothers.
We must love unconditionally and at all
times, even when it is hard. And some-
times it is! In addition, we must show
mercy. We must always be quick to
show mercy to our children.

We cannot show mercy by thinking,
“I am right. It does not matter what you
think.” Showing mercy must be in the
spirit of one who has received Christ’s
mercy and is a forgiven sinner. What
examples did Jesus give us? They are
too numerous to cover, but one is in
John 8:1-11.

A woman caught in the act of adul-
tery was brought to Jesus. How humil-
iated she must have been to hear those
sneering, self-righteous men accusing
her! But Jesus ignored them until He
said these words: “He that is without
sin among you, let him first cast a stone

One Mother to Another

Calling All Mothers to Relax
BY NOEL HARSHMAN
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IF we take time to listen to certain
voices in our culture, it is clear we

are being conditioned to think that the
family as comprised of husband, wife,
and children is no longer the standard.
However the culture defines the fami-
ly, that is a family.

In the midst of man’s ideas about the
family, it is imperative that the Architect’s
blueprint for the family be considered. To
do that, His instructions in His eternal
and authoritative manual—the Word of
God, the Bible—must be studied.

BEGINNING (GEN. 2:2,15,18-25)
These verses in Genesis 2 tell us that

the biblical God created Adam and Eve
and brought Eve to Adam to be his
wife. That must have been an amazing
first wedding in that beautiful and lush
Garden of Eden with all the animals
around. When Adam saw Eve, he said,
“This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh.” It has been said that
Adam was saying to Eve, “Where have
you been all my life?” 

The marriage of Adam and Eve
many years ago established principles
that are still intact today, for they are
eternal principles.

First, Adam and Eve experienced a
shared relationship. Their relationship
would be such that it would later picture
the relationship between Christ and His
church (Eph. 5:21-33). Those today who
want to change marriage between one
man and one woman, which is even be-
ing promoted by some who claim to be
evangelicals, are denying the biblical
teaching of marriage as an illustration of
the relationship of Christ and His
church. They are denying God’s ordina-
tion of marriage as a relationship be-
tween a man and a woman, as well as
denying that it represents the relation-
ship between Christ and His church—a
total rejection of God’s Word. 

Second, Adam and Eve experi-
enced a shared identity. As husband
and wife, Adam and Eve would estab-
lish their own unique home.

Third, their relationship would be a
one-flesh relationship (Gen. 2:24). The
words “one flesh” mean that their re-

lationship was a separation-proof rela-
tionship. Marriage as God established
it was to be for life. It was to be the
most intimate relationship on earth,
one that would draw all the members
of the family to one another.

Have you ever thought how power-
ful the one-flesh relationship is? The
reason divorce is so difficult and dev-
astating is that the one-flesh relation-
ship has a powerful effect (I Cor. 6:16;
cf. Rom. 7:2-3). Divorce was not in
God’s original plan for a husband and
wife (Mal. 2:14-16; Matt. 19:4-6).

Why do brothers and sisters, sepa-
rated from each other at birth or later in
life, desire to be reunited? They are
drawn together because of the strong
bonds that exist within the family.
These bonds are God’s provision to es-
tablish strong families that can make
their unique contributions to society. 

Fourth, the basis for living as a fam-
ily unit was established. God planned
for a husband and wife to have chil-
dren (Gen. 1:28). 

The word “family” originally referred
to a household. The householder was
the nourisher and protector. The house-
hold was made up of people who had
a common ancestry. This made it pos-
sible for members of that household to
trace their lineage to a common origin,
that is, to the same father.

God created the first marriage to be a
family unit. It was to be comprised of a
father, a mother, and children. The fam-
ily unit, designed by God, was to be the
basic unit of society. With healthy fami-
lies, a society would be healthy physi-
cally, emotionally, and spiritually. 

In His wisdom, God created the
family before He established govern-
ment and the church. God intended
that the family unit provide society
with the cohesiveness and structure
needed to maintain a godly environ-
ment in which everyone could live
peaceably and profitably. 

Of course, in the popular arena today,
the biblical origin of the family is either
ignored or rejected. The changing of
God’s definition of the family has led to
a breakdown in family relationships and
the rise of one-parent families. 

Certainly, God wants believers and
the local church to be sensitive to the
needs of one-parent families and be
involved in helping them whenever
possible. Single-parent families have a
special place in God’s heart (cf. Jas.
1:27). To deny the biblical origin of the
family and to redefine what constitutes
a family, however, is to promote the
breakdown we are seeing today.

Unless God’s design for the family is
restored, the family in our country and
the world will continue to experience
an increase in insoluble problems.
Without the biblical family in place as
God originally intended, our society
will eventually cease to exist as we
know it. Either the government will
have to take on more controlling pow-
ers, as it is presently doing, or eventu-
ally complete anarchy will reign.

FOUNDATION (I COR. 3:10-11; 
EPH. 3:14-15; 5:21-6:9)

These Scriptures either imply or tell
us directly that God the Father, God the
Son, and God the Holy Spirit are in-
volved in the family relationship. This
means that there is hope for the family
unit today. This hope does not come
through education, legislation, or even
through religion. It comes through indi-
viduals in a family relationship having
biblical faith in the living Lord Jesus
Christ.

Regardless of the thinking today,
which tells us that we are victims of our
environment, the Bible’s accurate
teaching is that all of us have sinned
and come short of God’s standard of
holiness. That is why Romans 1:24-32
tells us that sin in the human race is the
cause of the many problems we see in
the family today. Only when sin’s penal-
ty, which is death, has been dealt with
will the true foundation for the family
unit, Christ Himself, be clearly seen.

The only one who has dealt with
sin’s penalty is Jesus Christ. He lived
a perfect life on earth, went to the
cross to be our Substitute and pay our
penalty for breaking God’s law, was
buried, and rose bodily from the grave.
Today He offers His forgiveness and
eternal life to everyone. The one who
believes in Him as personal Saviour
has Christ living in him personally (Col.
1:27). When Christ lives in each mem-
ber of the family, He becomes the En-
abler as the foundation for that family
so that the family can glorify God as
He originally intended before Adam
and Eve sinned in the garden. 

Family Life

The Biblical Family——a Must
BY PAUL R. BAWDEN
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dren who know Christ grow to adult-
hood and have children who come to
know Christ as Saviour, the church con-
tinues to expand locally and worldwide.

Second, God uses the biblical fam-
ily to be a witness for Him of the gospel
of Jesus Christ and in this way builds
His church locally and around the
world. He may use the father and
mother of the family to be a witness for
Him; and as the children come to know
Christ and grow to adulthood, He may
use them to be witnesses in full-time
Christian service, living out the gospel.

One family was very active in a local
church. Their two children came to know
Christ, grew up, and believed they were
called of the Lord to serve Him in differ-
ent capacities, living out the Great Com-
mission. One eventually became the
pastor of a local church. He is touching
many lives with Christ’s gospel. The oth-
er was led of the Lord to lead mission
trips with The JESUS Film, which he is
presently doing as of this writing. He has
traveled all over the world with teams
sharing the good news of Jesus Christ—
that there is forgiveness of sin and eter-
nal life through trusting Him as Saviour.
Only eternity will reveal the people who
have come to know Christ through this
ministry. As he trains others to share the
gospel of Jesus Christ, they will in turn
penetrate their culture with the gospel.

The biblical family, then, is not just a
nice, friendly environment that keeps
the love of Christ to itself. Rather, God
has created the biblical family to be the
vehicle through which those outside of
Christ can hear and respond to His
message of grace and forgiveness.

The wise biblical family will seek ways
in which it can be involved in ministry
through the local church and outside of
church. Children need to know the ex-
citement and blessing of being involved
with serving others. They need to minis-
ter to the less well-off, experiencing how
one is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive. Holidays are excellent times for
families to discover those in the com-
munity who have material needs and
then to minister to them by providing for
those needs. 

As children become older, taking a
mission trip as a family to another
country can be a life-changing experi-
ence. If a local church can promote
such a venture, the money raised can
be pooled, and it will be surprising
what the Lord can do with such a chal-
lenge. If cost is an obstacle, fund-rais-
ers for high school/college students

First, the family provides the envi-
ronment in which individuals are to
come to know God personally. This in-
volves trusting in Christ as Saviour,
learning to fear God (having reverence
for Him), loving Him, and then learning
to obey Him (Deut. 6:1-2).

This means that the father and
mother give evidence that Christ is the
unseen Guest in their home as they
seek to honor Him by obeying His
teachings in the Word of God. Children
will gain the understanding that in
obeying their parents they will be
obeying the Lord, who will bless them
for their obedience. Children who
learn this reality at home will respect
authority outside the home as well. 

Second, the family provides the en-
vironment where individuals learn to
love God with their entire beings (Deut.
6:5). The family provides Father and
Mother the opportunity to demon-
strate their love for the Lord before
their children. As the husband serves
his wife and she seeks to please him,
they provide a powerful example of
God’s love to their children.

Forgiveness, acceptance, and en-
couragement, all mixed with Christlike
discipline when needed, will give chil-
dren the needed essentials for learning
that God loves them. They will know
that they can love God as well. Wise
parents pray for their children, play with
them, and praise them. Although in-
volvement in children’s lives changes
as they mature to adulthood, praying
for and praising them regardless of age
should always be part of parents’ sup-
port of their children.

Finally, the family is God’s incubator
for producing men and women who
will carry on the heritage of a biblical
family (Deut. 6:7-9). The biblical home
provides that place where children can
come to know Christ personally, grow
to adulthood, and mature in the Lord. 

Upon leaving such a family, the grown
children in God’s time more than likely
will establish another biblical family.
They will pass on to their children what
was taught to them from the Word of
God. The prayerful hope is that their
children will in God’s time come to know
Christ personally, grow to adulthood,
and continue the biblical heritage. On
and on it goes, and God is glorified. 

God has two ways of building His
church locally and universally in the
world. First, as biblical families have chil-
dren, the church of Jesus Christ grows
numerically as these children come to
know Christ personally. When the chil-

Do all the members of your family
know Jesus Christ as personal Saviour?
Have they made Him Lord of their lives?
Are they seeking to do what He says in
His Word? If not, be encouraged to put
these family members on your prayer
list, and be persistent in asking God to
bring them back to Himself in His time.

The astounding truth for believers in
Jesus Christ is that the foundation for
the family is actually the Trinity, or Tri-
Unity. As the Creator of the family, God
the Father lives in each believer (I John
4:12). Christ lives in the believer spiritu-
ally (Col. 1:27) through the Holy Spirit
(I Cor. 6:19-20). God’s plan is that each
member of the family be indwelled by
Him. The family was created with the in-
tent that God would make His abode
spiritually in each earthly home. He must
be the eternal foundation for each fami-
ly and each family member.

PURPOSE (DEUT. 6:1-9)
Without an understanding of the ori-

gin and foundation of the family, the
family’s purpose will never be grasped. 

According to the evolutionary theory,
the family unit is simply a vehicle that
provides a man and a woman the op-
portunity to be together for a mutually
desired time and to bear children. The
couple can enjoy the many pleasures
and challenges that the world offers for
a few years in time, but there is no last-
ing purpose for living or hope for the fu-
ture. It is the philosophy that says, “Let
us eat and drink; for to morrow we shall
die” (Isa. 22:13). With no lasting pur-
pose for living, it is no wonder that the
family unit is falling apart. In contrast to
the lack of meaning and hope in the
family today, there is the lasting pur-
pose for the family unit that knows Je-
sus Christ as Saviour. First Corinthians
10:31 puts our purpose this way so that
each individual believer in the family,
and the family as a unit, can glorify God.

What does glorifying God mean?
The word “glorify” means to display
God in one’s thoughts, attitudes, and
actions. This can happen in the life of
the believer because he possesses the
new nature, the very life of Christ (II Pet.
1:4). By relying on the power of the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit, the believer can
obey the Word of God; in so doing God
is glorified, or displayed, in and
through his life. Deuteronomy 6:1-9,
which includes the Shema, Judaism’s
basic confession of faith, provides sev-
eral aspects of what is involved in glo-
rifying God in the family relationship. (Continued on page 63)
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GROWING up, I often wondered
why God chose to give me the

life that I had—my parents, my friends,
my strengths, my fears, even the
neighborhood where I was raised.
Why did I have to grow up with those
people and live in that place? Surely
there must have been some mistake!
There is no possible way that a God
everyone describes as good would
have wanted me to endure such hard-
ship.

Little did I know that there was a
method to the madness that was life
as I knew it. God had a purpose for my
pain and a perfect plan worked out to
draw not only me but also so many
others closer to Him. He did this while
bringing glory to His name and honor
to His kingdom.

My father was a preacher. In my
home we always prayed and read the
Bible as a family. Before leaving for
school each morning, we would take
turns reciting Psalm 23, Psalm 91, or
Psalm 100. I was certainly no stranger
to who God was. However, I was still
young, and there were many things
about God’s Word that I did not fully
understand.

My home life was far from perfect.
Living in a community in Atlanta nick-
named Little Vietnam and World War III
because of its continuous crime and
violence, I was destined to become a
statistic. Couple poverty in the ghetto
with childhood sexual abuse, and
what you have is more than a statistic;
it was a horror story. 

But God had a plan. I remember dis-
tinctly proclaiming Jesus as my Lord
and Saviour during an altar call at a
church that I was visiting with my fam-
ily. The pastor of that church was a
friend of my dad’s. I was sixteen years
old, and I knew exactly what I was do-
ing and exactly what I was saying. I
loved God regardless of any pain or
lack that I had experienced as a child.
If I had learned nothing else as I
prayed and as I read His Word, I knew
that He was real and that He meant me
no harm (Jer. 29:11).

Yet salvation was only the beginning
of my journey. Though it was tough to
bear at times, I can say now that the

journey was well worth it. However, I
did not always see things that way. I
could not understand why, if God were
so good, He would allow someone
else to hurt me. Sometimes I even
wondered whether what they said was
love must be God’s view too. But noth-
ing could have been further from the
truth. God’s love is kind, protecting,
and comforting. God became all those
things to me.

The sexual abuse took the biggest
toll on me because it took the biggest
piece of happiness and trust away
from me. I loved God, sure enough,
but I had yet to learn to completely
trust Him.

It was not until I was in my early
twenties that God started to use what
I considered my most painful experi-
ence to build an undeniably trusting
relationship with me. At that time God
began to bring women into my life who
had experienced that same hurt. The
testimony that I had been so reluctant
to share had now became my song of
liberation. I now sing from a heart that
is still healing, but I am ever grateful
that I was drawn to the lover of my soul
(Ps. 17:8) in ways that I will never for-
get.

I had been ashamed of who I was for
so long, but God’s love broke the
chains that bound me and reassured
me that, because His Word is true,
there is no shame (Rom. 1:16). Be-
cause His love is real, there is no
bondage (II Cor. 3:17).

God was working in every area of
my life to make Himself known to me.
As an employee in the corporate
business arena, God used encoun-
ters with coworkers and even com-
plete strangers who had either en-
dured sexual abuse and were seeking
direction and healing for themselves
or had children or some other family
member who was finding difficulty in
overcoming the effects of this type of
abuse. 

There were times that reliving the
pain by sharing my story with others
was hurtful. However, the more God
presented me with opportunities to
share how He was still at work in my
life, the more I began to feel Him heal-

ing me from the inside out, building my
trust in Him, and catapulting my faith
in His word.

While serving as a Sunday school
teacher to preschoolers for ten years,
God used me to share His Word and
His gentle love and care with every
child I encountered. Some of these
children were in broken homes and
going through things that I know they
could not communicate about at the
time. I continued to be the salt and
light that God intended for me to be in
their lives. 

There were times that I was not sure
whether they completely understood
all that I was teaching them. But as
they got older, they would come back
to my class or run up to me in the halls
of the church and give me the biggest
hugs, assuring me that they had been
listening as they described in detail the
Bible stories that I had shared with
them. They remembered, and I know
that God still uses that display of His
love toward them just as He has used
others to show me His love. 

But God was not finished using me.
When I was twenty-five, He called me
to go on my first short-term missions
trip to Botswana. During my time
there, I was informed that sexual
abuse is an issue that is not often dis-
cussed. God allowed me to build rela-
tionships with both women and young
girls who would later pour out their
hearts to me regarding their experi-
ences as well. As heartbreaking as
those stories were, I knew that God
was up to something great. Just as He
had used my pain to reveal the won-
der of His love to me, He was doing the
exact same thing for them. 

God has called me to do several mis-
sions trips to Africa and the Middle East
since then. Each trip played a vital role
in the healing process for me and the
lives of those whom I encountered. The
Lord is amazing beyond words. Be-
cause of His loving-kindness toward
me, I am able to trust Him, knowing that
He always has no less than the very
best intentions toward me. 

I honor Him with my life and thank
Him for every seed planted that led me
into His arms. �

This Is My Song
BY CHANTELLE CUDGER
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God promised that this attack would
not succeed. Then, in an extraordinary
offer to strengthen Ahaz’s faith, God
offered to show the king a sign through
Isaiah. Seeming to have a righteous
reason for refusing, Ahaz said, “I will
not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord”
(vs. 12). Ahaz knew international poli-
tics, so his faithless answer to Isaiah
was political doublespeak. He could
not admit that he simply disbelieved in
the power of the Lord to save
Jerusalem, so he pretended to be a
king set on righteousness who would
not test God by asking for a sign.

Isaiah, who communed with God,
was not fooled by Ahaz’s deception.
Perhaps the king thought Isaiah was
simply a court adviser like those the
kings of all the nations had. These
“prophets” did not truly hear from any
deity but were rather like fortune-
tellers. Educated kings like Ahaz knew
that seers like these were religious ac-
tors, not empowered by any real divine
source. The truth, however, was that
Isaiah represented the true and living
God.

Ahaz’s mistake was a foolish one. Isa-
iah responded, “Hear ye now, O house
of David; Is it a small thing for you to
weary men, but will ye weary my God
also?” (Isa. 7:13). The result was the
beautiful prophecy of Isaiah 7:14, which
became part of the prophetic back-
ground for the coming of the Messiah,
Jesus. Even out of Ahaz’s faithlessness
God would bring a good result.

Isaiah foretold the failure of Rezin and
Pekah’s campaign. Assyria would crush
both kingdoms. Judah would survive
and even thrive for a time. Yet it would
be Assyria that would bring destruction
to Judah (7:17): “With arrows and with
bows shall men come thither” (vs. 24).
This is exactly what happened. Ahaz
called on a great power and offered a
bribe, stolen from God’s temple. The
power of Assyria propped up Judah for
a time, but in the days of Ahaz’s son
Hezekiah, Sennacherib of Assyria de-
stroyed all the fortified cities of Judah
(II Kings 18:13). In that conflict, Isaiah
was used by God to strengthen Hezeki-
ah’s faith. Jerusalem was saved, and
Sennacherib limped back to Ninevah
with the loss of his entire army (Isa.
37:36-38). 

Although it seemed to Ahaz that pow-
er was a sure thing and that faith was
impossible and weak, he did not under-
stand the power of God or the potential
evil of power. Power corrupts, but faith
delivers, and Ahaz chose unwisely. �

than Judah. Yet Judah had the advan-
tage of Jerusalem, a city very difficult
to conquer because of its hills and nat-
ural fortifications.

Yet the combined might of Pekah
and Rezin, Ahaz feared, could lead to
the destruction of many cities in Judah
and perhaps even bring Jerusalem
down. So Ahaz sought the aid of As-
syria, a cruel and growing empire in
the east whose eyes were on the con-
quest of western territories, such as
Syria and Egypt. Ahaz understood
politics and knew that allying himself
with Assyria likely would bring an As-
syrian army to defend Judah.

Ahaz knew that the way to secure an
ally, a larger and more powerful nation,
was to offer money. Tiglath-pileser, king
of Assyria and erstwhile emperor of the
lands of the Middle East, needed a great
deal of money to finance his armies.
When conquering small kingdoms, em-
perors like Tiglath-pileser would rob
temples, where ancient nations often
stored gold and silver. Ahaz offered a
large gift of the gold and silver from
God’s temple in Jerusalem (II Kings
16:8). Tiglath-pileser did not have to
plunder the temple. Ahaz did it for him.

Having gone down the path of pow-
er instead of faith, Ahaz’s life was a sad
example of the depravity that results
from compromise. Not only did he
sacrifice at the high places in the land;
he even committed the greatest
abomination known in the Torah. He
sacrificed his own sons, perhaps to
Molech or one of the Assyrian gods
(II Chron. 28:3). A life of power tends
to corrupt, and what seemed like a
sure path to success left the name
Ahaz as one of the most despised in
all of Judah’s history.

From Isaiah’s prophecy, we learn
about another event in the life of Ahaz
not mentioned in Kings or Chronicles.
It was when word came to Jerusalem
that Rezin of Syria and Pekah of Israel
were bringing armies south toward
Jerusalem. Ahaz’s heart was moved
“as the trees of the wood are moved
with the wind” (Isa. 7:2). In other
words, he was driven by emotion as
trees lean in the wind. The emotion
that drove him was fear.

God sent Isaiah to him to say, “Fear
not, neither be fainthearted” (Isa. 7:4).

SOMETIMES in life, the way of faith
looks unrealistic. I want a sure

bet, not a hope and a prayer, we think
to ourselves. We may think that pow-
er and money can do a lot. Faith is im-
practical, perhaps something best left
for weekly worship and not applied to
the problems of our job, family, and
daily life.

King Ahaz thought so too. Facing a
huge threat, the young king had an op-
portunity to choose faith. God made it
easier by sending a prophet worth be-
lieving. Through Isaiah, God made an
offer to Ahaz that was truly spectacu-
lar. Yet it was an offer requiring faith,
and faith looked impossible to Ahaz
when he saw the terrifying image of
armies marching against his city.

He chose trust in an alliance with
Assyria instead. To say that Ahaz’s
choice had serious consequences is
an understatement. Within about
twenty years, Assyria destroyed the
northern kingdom of Israel. Within
about forty years, they would almost
destroy the kingdom of Judah too,
during the reign of Ahaz’s son Hezeki-
ah. Having faith seems impossible
sometimes, but the supposed
strength of having money and power
comes with repercussions. Faith
brings with it love and kindness,
whereas power is, at its heart, cruel
and unforgiving.

Ahaz was twenty years old when his
reign began, and he reigned for six-
teen years after a period of coregency
with his father (II Kings 16:2). His father
was Jotham, who was a righteous
king, although he did not lead his king-
dom to complete faithfulness to God
(II Chron. 27:2-6). The altars to pagan
gods were not destroyed (II Kings
15:35). In between Jotham, a good but
not great king, and Hezekiah, one of
Judah’s greatest kings, stands Ahaz,
the wicked king who chose power and
war over faith.

A great crisis early in Ahaz’s reign
tempted him, and he failed the test
completely. What he feared was the
northern kingdom of Israel, whose
king was Pekah, and the kingdom of
Syria (also called Aram), whose king
was Rezin (II Kings 16:5). During most
of its history, the northern kingdom of
Israel was greater in military might

Ahaz: Unfaithful King of Judah
BY DEREK LEMAN
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IT happens to everyone—that event
that is the most difficult of a lifetime,

the one that changes things in an irre-
versible way and reaps a suffering
heart.

My husband always said that he
would outlive me so that he would be
the one to suffer the loss caused by
our parting. God, however, had other
plans, and they are always perfect.

As it turned out, God revealed a
project He had for us—facing the most
lethal form of brain cancer through the
duration of a fifteen-month-long
odyssey. It was a journey requiring us
to set aside thoughts of the losses that
loomed ahead and to focus on God’s
goodness. It would not be worth what
we were going to experience if it were
not done to God’s honor and glory.

In that first hour after his diagnosis,
my husband asked me to help him die
well, words no wife ever wants to
hear. But what a privilege to be so
trusted.

Next, he said, “We have to make a
promise to each other and to the Lord
that we are going to glorify Him and be
thankful for His goodness instead of
letting ourselves embrace the losses
that have already begun.” What an in-
credibly wise and godly man! That vow
we made to each other and our Heav-
enly Father that Wednesday afternoon
made and continues to make such a
difference.

Following the making of that prom-
ise (even before we got out of the car
in our driveway), we stopped to pray
for those who would be hearing the
painful news in the next few moments
and hours—his mother and brothers,
our children and grandchildren, and
our church family at Bible study that
night. There were going to be many
tears. We were so sorry to have to hurt
people we loved very much.

Then another idea came to him.
Many of his unsaved friends to whom
he had witnessed so many times over
the years probably would be willing to
come to hear him preach the next Sun-
day, perhaps attending from fear or
the sympathy factor in case the brain
surgery went poorly!

Dozens of them came to church that
next Sunday. Attendance was more
than double the usual, and so the ser-
mon began. “I’m a pastor who is priv-
ileged to preach his own funeral mes-
sage.” The morning ended with no dry
eyes in the sanctuary.

Nearly fifteen months later, when he
preached his final sermon twelve days
before seeing our Saviour face-to-
face, there were no dry eyes then, ei-
ther. But God had worked in and
through us; and when his final breath
came on that quiet Friday afternoon
right before Christmas, we both could
rejoice that the most glorious day of
David Wymer’s life had finally come,
for he was at last safe in the arms of
Jesus Christ.

To God’s glory, there was not a thing
that we could think of that we would
have changed. One year later, that re-
mains the truth for me as I learn to live
without that precious man to lead and
love me.

So it is with these many thoughts in
mind that I share some of the treasures
that God gave to us and to me that
have made all the difference. There
probably is nothing revolutionary
about the things I share, except to the
extent that the Holy Spirit at work in
the lives of any of God’s children who
submit to Him truly is revolutionary.

You see, everyone does well when
life is going well—not only believers
but everyone. It is when trials come
and when things are not going well
that we benefit, both in our daily walk
and in our testimony for our Creator. It
is at those times that we have the
greatest opportunity to show to a
needy world what a difference Jesus
Christ makes!

When Christ saves a soul, it be-
comes possible for that new creature
to choose to see things from His per-
spective and to make choices that
contribute to His honor and glory.
What a blessing! What a gift!

When we suffer loss as believers
and have cause for sorrow, that is the
ultimate opportunity to use that ex-
perience in our lives for eternity’s
benefit!

Scripture clearly tells us to press
forward toward eternity and to not
look back. There are no truly dark mo-
ments when we focus on the bless-
ings yet to come in the presence of
our Saviour.

There has not been a single sorrow-
ful thought for me that has not been
completely vanquished and turned to
rejoicing when I pause to think about
and thank God for the eternal celebra-
tion my darling husband is enjoying.
And having already gone through the
worst loss of my life, I am left fearless-
ly and joyfully awaiting the moment
when I too am safe in the arms of Je-
sus. We often speak about our glori-
ous hope. But friend, we also have a
glorious assurance!

A few Sundays ago, when I was
playing the piano for the Sunday
morning worship service as I have
done for decades, I was overcome
with the measure of God’s sufficient
grace. Humanly speaking, what I was
doing was impossible. All those years
of playing as David was about to get
up into the pulpit to preach, watching
him smile and sing as I played the
hymns, hearing his excellent voice
praising the Lord, seeing him turn to
me and raise his eyebrows in ac-
knowledgment, anticipating the mes-
sage he had come home from the of-
fice so excited to share with
me—there is not one molecule of my
being that could sustain joy or over-
come the tremendous loss that has
occurred.

Our Heavenly Father, however,
can enable both! He strengthens me
daily to live life with joy to His honor
and glory, keeping the promise that
David and I made to Him and each
other.

God wants to do that for each of His
children. He is in the business of in-
fusing us with joy that is full! Life in Him
is abundant, both here and in the here-
after!

Forgetting the things that are be-
hind, let us press ahead, keeping the
joy of heaven fully in view and saturat-
ing our souls with thanksgiving for
God’s perfect will. �

God’s Comfort in Dark Moments
BY SUSAN WYMER
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MERRIAM-WEBSTER’S COLLE-
GIATE DICTIONARY, Eleventh

Edition, defines prophecy as “the in-
spired declaration of divine will and
purpose.” The credentials of a prophet
are given in Jeremiah 28:9: “The
prophet which prophesieth of peace,
when the word of the prophet shall
come to pass, then shall the prophet
be known, that the Lord hath truly sent
him.” 

In the very beginning, mankind did
not need someone to speak for God,
and Adam and Eve enjoyed the fel-
lowship of God without reservation.
God Himself spoke to Adam and Eve
as any father would do today. Howev-
er, when sin came on the scene, Adam
and Eve could no longer enjoy this
close personal relationship with God
because sin had brought separation.

It was in this context that God gave
His promise that one day He would re-
pair the breach caused by sin. “I will
put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15).

This first messianic prophecy was
spoken by God Himself. The Messiah
would crush the serpent’s (Satan’s)
head, and the serpent would not gain
the victory over God’s anointed. God
has never rescinded this promise but
has affirmed it through history time
and time again.

Over the centuries, God raised up
prophets to speak His word to the
people. Many of these prophecies de-
tailed the circumstances of Jesus’
birth, life, rejection, and ultimate tri-
umph.

The place of Jesus’ birth was fore-
told in Micah 5:2: “But thou, Bethle-
hem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet
out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose go-
ings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting.” This prophecy was af-
firmed by the chief priests and scribes
when Herod demanded to know the
location of the Messiah’s birth (Matt.
2:4-6). 

Other circumstances of the birth of
the Messiah were given by Isaiah. He
would be born of a virgin. “Behold, a

virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isa.
7:14).

This prophecy was acknowledged
by Matthew in 1:23 as referring to Je-
sus. It was explained in greater detail
to Mary by the Angel Gabriel. “The
angel answered and said unto her,
The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore also
that holy thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of God”
(Luke 1:35).

One of the most encouraging of all
the messianic prophecies is Isaiah’s
prophecy concerning the incarnation
of Jesus found in Isaiah 9:6: “For unto
us a child is born, unto us a son is giv-
en: and the government shall be upon
his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace.” This would not
be just any birth but a miraculous one. 

Even Christ’s time of hiding from the
threats of Herod is mentioned
prophetically in Hosea 11:1: “When Is-
rael was a child, then I loved him, and
called my son out of Egypt.” Matthew
recognized this and recorded Hosea’s
prophecy in 2:14-15, which says,
“When he arose, he took the young
child and his mother by night, and de-
parted into Egypt: and was there until
the death of Herod: that it might be ful-
filled which was spoken of the Lord by
the prophet, saying, out of Egypt have
I called my son.” 

The beginning of Jesus’ earthly min-
istry was prophesied centuries before
the event. When Jesus went to the
synagogue in Nazareth to initiate His
public ministry, He read from the scroll
of Isaiah 61:1-2 and then told those
present that this Scripture had just
now been fulfilled as they heard it read
(Luke 4:16-21).

Jesus came to do the will of the Fa-
ther, which was to proclaim liberty to
captives of sin (Isa. 61:1), and He ful-
filled His assignment even as He was
tempted in the same way as all human
beings are. Hebrews 4:15 states, “For
we have not an high priest which can-
not be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempt-

ed like as we are, yet without sin.” 
The sum paid for Jesus’ betrayal,

thirty pieces of silver (Matt. 26:15), is
recorded in Zechariah 11:12-13, in-
cluding the detail that the money was
thrown in the temple (Matt. 27:5). The
Prophet Zechariah also recorded that
the Messiah would be wounded in His
hands and that these wounds were in-
flicted by His “friends” (Zech. 13:6).

The ministry of Jesus would not
only cost Him His life but also His
communion and perfect oneness
with the Father while Jesus hung on
the cross. Matthew 27:46 records,
“About the ninth hour Jesus cried
with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? that is to say, My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” Jesus’ cry was a fulfillment of
Psalm 22:1. 

The details regarding the Messiah’s
rejection by Israel and their repentance
and acknowledgement of His real iden-
tity is meticulously recorded in Isaiah
53. “Surely he hath borne our griefs,
and carried our sorrows: yet we did es-
teem him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed” (vss. 4-5). 

The prophecy of God’s love being
poured out upon His people in the last
days is given in Zechariah 12:10: “I will
pour upon the house of David, and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the
spirit of grace and of supplications:
and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall
mourn for him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bitterness for
him, as one that is in bitterness for his
firstborn.” The fulfillment of these
prophecies in Isaiah and Zechariah is
yet future, when Christ returns to earth,
defeats the forces of the antichrist, and
establishes His millennial kingdom. 

There are no shortcuts to victory
over sin. Centuries of messianic
prophecies needed clarification and
fulfillment for God’s eternal plan to be
worked out. Jesus Himself declared of
His mission, “It is finished” (John
19:30). We can trust God’s promises
for the future.  �

Messianic Prophecies
BY GEORGE A. DOWNES
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I TEND to get stuck in middles.
Whether it is a story or article I am

writing or a weight-loss plan, if I am
going to lose steam, it will likely be in
the middle. Beginnings are fun and full
of possibilities. Endings are places to
relax and celebrate. But the middle is
the spot where we can get bogged
down.

I am always interested in advice on
getting through middles. Two books
that have helped me more than any
others are Write His Answer: A Bible
Study for Christian Writers, by Marlene
Bagnull (Write Now Publications) and
Made to Crave: Satisfying Your Deep-
est Desire with God, Not Food, by
Lysa Terkeurst (Zondervan).

I have never felt called to go on a for-
eign missions trip. Part of me thinks
that maybe I missed that call because
I was not listening hard enough. But
there are people where I live who need
God just as much as people in other
countries. 

I am not a social butterfly, and I am
not great at thinking on my feet, two
qualities I imagine missionaries in
unfamiliar territory need. However,
God gave me a talent for writing and
editing. I find joy in playing with
words and using them for laughter,
for encouragement, for a new insight,
or for some other way God may use
them. 

My personal mission field may be
small, yet my words can someday
cross borders. This is a dream most
writers strive to achieve, but for Chris-
tian writers, it is more than a dream. It
is a command. Marlene Bagnull called
Christian writers “literature missionar-
ies.” When I first read that phrase, I
thought it was a modern concept. But
Bagnull cited as an example the Apos-
tle Paul and the letters he wrote to
churches from prison. That made me
think of the Bible itself, written by peo-
ple God inspired for that task. 

Literature missionaries engage in
the same endeavor to spread the
knowledge of God as traditional mis-
sionaries, only with words. We need to
pray and ask others to pray for us. We
need to know God and His Word. We
sometimes have to go into what might
be hostile territory, areas that Satan

does not want to relinquish. Our words
may be criticized by readers who dis-
agree. Just like other missionaries, we
seek to meet someone else’s need
and share something of God’s truth
that has impacted us. 

We have to be able to connect with
our chosen audience, whether that is
other Christians or nonbelievers. Sa-
tan is an expert at creating and using
existing barriers, and our flesh works
against us at times, luring us away
from our calling. Writer’s block can
strike unexpectedly, appear in many
forms, and take great effort to over-
come. Voices have been silenced be-
cause of writer’s block. 

For me, writer’s block has taken up
residence in the middle of several
pieces I have struggled to complete.
I briefly entertained the notion of giv-
ing up, but I knew I was supposed to
write because, no matter how many
activities I put between myself and
writing, I still was compelled to com-
pose. 

Bagnull reminded writers that if
God calls you, He will equip you. She
recounted a time when she was com-
plaining about how hard receiving re-
jections can be. Jesus pointed out
that it was not easy for Him to go to
the cross. Even though no middle I
face will ever be as hard as Jesus’
road between arrest and death, as a
literature missionary, I need to keep
His sacrifice in mind to prevent be-
coming so consumed with what I
want to write that I miss God’s plan.
If what I write does not fit that plan, I
should not worry about it, no matter
how much I think my writing can in-
spire readers.

As I learn to focus on God to direct
my writing, I am also learning to focus
on Him instead of the number on my
scale. A friend invited my mother and
me to join her women’s group and read
the book by Lysa Terkeurst I men-
tioned earlier. I had prayed many times
for help losing weight, so I thought
maybe this book would be what I had
hoped for. At first, I did not think it was,
but I reminded myself that Jesus did
not look to many like what the Jewish
people had prayed for, either. So I kept
reading.

I am glad I did because, thanks to
the empowering words on the pages
and encouragement from women in
the group, I was able to walk away
from a cookie one night. That might
not sound earth-shattering to some
people, but for a girl who has met few
cookies she has not liked, it was a ma-
jor victory—one I have been able to
claim often since then when faced with
tempting foods.

Just like it is easy to lose focus on
why one writes, it is easy to get side-
tracked by numbers during a weight-
loss journey. I need reminders that I
should be treating my body like the
Holy Spirit’s temple rather than mine
to do whatever I want with. This is
something I have not always done. I
like foods that are not conducive to a
healthy weight. 

Many diet books talk about banish-
ing cravings. But Terkeurst said God
created us to crave. Life gets messed
up when we crave things that fill us
momentarily rather than crave God,
who sustains us permanently.

Cravings can be so strong that they
pull us away from God. Dieting should
not be about denying yourself some-
thing so that you can fit into smaller
clothes. I am learning to accept that
just because everything is permissible
for me to eat, not everything is benefi-
cial (I Cor. 10:23). I can eat junk food
all day, but if I do not give in, the de-
sire for empty calories will get smaller
and smaller, and I will be able to hear
God’s voice better.

Both authors talk about their per-
sonal battles against what Bagnull
called the “Deadly D’s”: disappoint-
ment, discouragement, doubt, and
despair. Those Deadly D’s come at me
when I am in that long stretch of mid-
dle ground between beginnings and
endings. Both women point out that
the process (for writing or dieting) will
not be completed overnight or once
and for all. They also agree that per-
severance is worth it. 

I struggle in middles because I ex-
change God’s strength and power for
my own. If I instead let Him lead me
through, the Deadly D’s will not be
able to press in on me, and my mid-
dles will not be so muddled. �

Muddled Middles
BY LIZ TETLEY
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THE LORD hath appeared of old
unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved

thee with an everlasting love” (Jer.
31:3).

I love this verse because it simply
says God’s love is eternal. It does not
matter if we are good, bad, right,
wrong, black, white, or polka-dot, God
loves each and every one of us. God
loves us regardless of who we are, and
often in spite of us. His Word says we
cannot hide or flee from it, and there is
nothing that can separate us from the
love of God.

God’s love always perseveres, al-
ways protects, and always hopes. His
love is always seeking, running after
us with open arms waiting for us to
turn to Him. It is not conditional, situ-
ational, temporal, or ephemeral; and it
does not shift or wane with every wind
and tide. God’s love is everlasting. We
may not feel it all the time, probably
because we do not fully understand it,
but it is still there. God still loves us.

There was a time in my life when
I felt unloved, forgotten, and alone. I
told God, “Lord, I know You are real. I
do not doubt Your power or Your exis-
tence, but I really feel that You do not
like me, or love me. It seems that You
wake me up every morning just to tor-
ture me.” This was at one of the low-
est points in my life, spanning several
years. Life became more about going
through the motions than actually liv-
ing. I was alive and fully capable, but I
was in no way living the abundant life
God had promised me in His Son. 

There I was, a young adult raised in
the church, active in Sunday school
programs and conventions. I went off
to college, found a local church, at-
tended faithfully, and read the Bible in
its entirety. God was not a foreign con-
cept to me, but I still believed that God
did not love me! That is very a difficult
situation to find yourself in. It is very
hard when you feel God does not an-
swer your prayers, does not hear you,
and does not care. I was angry with
God. The wicked were prospering all
around me, and I was struggling with
trying to do the right thing. 

It is ironic that what propelled me
closer to God was a friendship I had

with someone who did not fully know
what he believed about God. Until
meeting him, I do not think I had ever
thought of following God as an option
among other choices. I had a choice to
make—to choose God or not to
choose God. The enemy was putting
my relationship with God to the test;
but instead of breaking, it was re-
stored and grew stronger. 

I am forever grateful for that friend-
ship, for without it I do not know where
I would be now. It brought me closer
to God because it put me in a position
to choose. I could have thrown in the
towel, moving in a direction that ap-
peared to be what I wanted, but I
chose to go deeper with God, no
longer living lukewarm and walking the
line. I found that God does love me, is
with me, and that His love is everlast-
ing.

I quote Jeremiah 31:3 all the time,
and it encourages me even when I
cannot feel that love or do not really
see it. I do not worry because I know
without a doubt that God loves me. It
has not been an easy journey; it took
many years before I felt complete and
could put my confidence in God.
When it happened, I was pleasantly
surprised. I told myself, “You just took
a serious hit with this issue, but you
are still standing. It did not even shake
you the way it used to. Thank You,
Lord, for being my comfort and my
strength.” 

Even now, what I desired then I still
do not have, but what I have received
is so much better. I am complete and
whole in God, and that is good enough
for me. That is more than enough. I
have grown to love myself and have
become a person that I do not really
recognize, and I like her! She is about
something, and I am very proud of her.
I can honestly say God loves me and
believe that with all my heart. Yes, I still
hurt at times, but my focus is on some-
thing else—God’s business. 

I realize that what I was desiring may
not be what I need right now. God
knows what is best for me in my cur-
rent circumstance. I can look back and
see that if God had given me what I
wanted then, I would not be who I am

today. I am focusing more on God, the
things of God, and the things of the
kingdom, and it makes the waiting
easier. 

I thought what I wanted would com-
plete me and give me purpose, but I
had to realize I am complete in God.
Everything I need is provided for me,
and I am going to be all right with or
without the fulfillment of my desires;
so there must be another mission for
me. God always has a plan; He called
us with a purpose in mind to get us to
an expected end. If we trust Him and
not our own understanding, He will
guide our steps. The longing I have
does not change the fact that God is
God, and He is a mighty God. Life is
about growing in God, in faith, and in
trust. Truly believe that God has a love
for you that is never going to end, give
up, or fail, and you can trust and go
forward with Him.

It is by no means easy. Difficulties
come up and tears may flow, but it is
OK. God is saying, “Trust Me.” Trust is
hard, especially when your past is not
full of trustworthy people; but God is
not like people. Step back and let God
be God. He can do miraculous and
phenomenal things in His own time.

We have a natural desire to be
loved, which can cause heartache and
problems when we look for other peo-
ple to love us instead of loving our-
selves and accepting God’s love for
us. The fact is that we should stop,
look up, and let God love us. 

God is not slow, as we might think,
but He is patiently waiting for us. He
grows, develops, and nurtures us into
the people He wants us to become,
people who are ready for the blessings
He wants to bestow on us. He does
not always love us the way we want to
be loved or the way we think we
should be loved, but people do not do
that, either. It does not change the fact
that He does love us and that in some
way we can experience that love. We
can go forward trusting, believing, and
knowing that God is on our side, that
all things are working for our good,
and that God loves us with an ever-
lasting love. �

My Favorite Bible Text
BY ALICE R. JACOBS
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CHRISTMAS has been my favorite
holiday since as far back as my

memory can take me. My parents did
a great job of creating an atmosphere
of excitement, love, and family. 

I could not sleep on Christmas Eve
in anticipation of waking up on Christ-
mas morning to see the tree loaded
with presents underneath.

We would decorate outside the
home and have the biggest and best
decorated tree with special items
placed inside the house to reflect the
holiday spirit. The house smelled deli-
cious with my mom’s best meals and
desserts, while Christmas music
played constantly on the hi-fi stereo or
radio. 

Two of my favorite songs cause
memories to stir even today when I
hear them: “The Christmas Song”
(Wells, Tormé) about chestnuts roast-
ing on an open fire and “This Christ-
mas” (McKinnor, Hathaway), which is
about closeness with one another as
we hang the mistletoe. 

We would visit and entertain those
dear to us during this season, making
lifelong memories of love and laughter
through those priceless stories that
were told.

The Christmas season is the only
time people appear to me to be more
courteous, patient, and lighthearted.
Almost everyone I encounter has
wishes for wellness and heartfelt
greetings. 

The harsh reality of life began to
dawn on me one year when I caught
my mother hiding my Christmas
presents. Years later, excitement
about Christmas was damaged by
the separation and divorce of my par-
ents. 

In my early adult life, it seemed I was
always trying to use my own husband
and family to recapture and recreate
that spirit of excitement, love, and
family at Christmas.

At times it seemed that this was im-
possible, especially as my life evolved.
I became a single, struggling mom liv-
ing an inner-city nightmare. Yet I be-
came more determined to give the in-
nocence and happiness of that time to
my own child.

I learned a bitter lesson about
Christmas after my divorce. I learned

that loving someone was not just
about giving gifts. It looked as if my ex-
husband and I had purchased every
toy from the local toy store for our
daughter to ease the effects of our di-
vorce and to cover our guilt. Sur-
rounded by a mountain of toys, we
found her in the corner playing with
one of the cardboard inserts from one
of the boxes an expensive toy had
come in. 

I learned that nothing takes the
place of giving oneself to show love.
Now I carefully pick gifts for those
close to my heart at Christmas.

My entire life was in upheaval after
my divorce and for several years fol-
lowing. There was little excitement,
Christmas spirit, or any spirit at all in
my life. 

It seemed that I was just going
through the motions of life until 1983.
That is the year that I trusted in Christ
as my Saviour. It is amazing how be-
coming a Christian can be so life al-
tering and how life can come into clear
focus once again.

My daughter turned five years old
that year, and I decided to let her have
a part in the church music program. 

We were rehearsing her line of just
six words: “Jesus Christ was born for
me.” She was to say the line with ex-
citement and point to herself while
saying the word “me.” 

Something moved within my spirit
after hearing her recite her line and
watching her point to herself. I had an
insatiable appetite to find out every-
thing I could about the biblical account
of Christmas. 

When I was done, it was as if I had
experienced the true meaning of
Christmas for the very first time. I
went around almost giddy that
Christmas like Ebenezer Scrooge af-
ter his visits from the three ghosts of
Christmas. 

I discovered the depth of love and
sacrifice that is the basis for Christ-
mas. Christmas took on a whole new
meaning. Christmas is not about the
price of the tangible gifts we can give
one another but about a time to re-
member the example of gift giving we
see in the birth of Christ.

For me Christmas has become a
season of new beginnings and hope. I

see myself, family, friends, and the
world in an entirely new light. I recap-
tured the joy I had as a child and re-
gained the sense of innocence and
happiness. 

Even through the pages and stages
of my ever-evolving life, Christmas has
become a time when I can set things
right in my life.

I thought I would never have the
feeling of love at Christmas again after
my second husband died. Then I re-
membered that there is Someone who
loves me even more than I could ever
imagine, and we celebrate His birth at
Christmas. 

I love to hear the songs for the
Christmas season. I still belt out my
own rendition of “This Christmas”
(Hathaway), but I especially love to
sing songs like “Silent Night! Holy
Night!” (Gruber) that speak to my
soul. 

Because of what I learned from my
child, I am compelled to give more of
myself to others for the season. 

I never realized what my parents
sacrificed to make Christmas special
and filled with joy. But I found Some-
one who loved me and also sacrificed
and who paid for my place in eterni-
ty with His life that began at Christ-
mas. 

Through the words and expression
of a child, I learned the true meaning
of Christmas—Jesus Christ was born
for me.

Christmas means a time to search
myself and seek for my place with
God. Each year I read all the Scriptures
concerning the birth of Jesus to re-
member the purpose of that birth.

I do not broadcast that I am a Chris-
tian or look at others differently be-
cause they do not celebrate as I do at
Christmas. 

However, I want it to be apparent
during this time that I am a Christian
and what Christ means to me by the
expressions of love and kindness that
I show toward others.

The gifts we give at Christmas may
perish, and the memories may fade
away. But celebrating the gift we have
in Jesus Christ and His love to the
world at Christmas is the gift that
keeps giving, especially knowing that
He did it all for me. �

What Christmas Means to Me
BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS
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CHANGE is inevitable, and the
church is learning that in order to

influence the culture, change is a ne-
cessity. Past clichés of getting outside
of the four walls have not been effective
because they still give the perception of
the four walls being the church. The
church is outside the walls every day.
The problem has been the misconcep-
tion that the church goes to minister in-
stead of to minister as it goes. 

Our postmodern culture of con-
sumerism and deconstructionism can
only provide a superficial and hollow
philosophy to live by, leaving a hunger
for relationship, meaning, and purpose.
Could it be that single adults influenced
by a postmodern culture are wondering
whether the body of Christ has recog-
nized the cultural shift and whether the
church is interested in them? As believ-
ers, our objective is to answer with a
clear and concise yes. We should tell a
single person, “God loves you, and we
have a place for you.”

CHALLENGES OF SINGLE ADULTS
The latest data has revealed that over

50 percent of our country’s population
is comprised of singles sixteen and
over. With this in mind, we should real-
ize that there are unique challenges that
single adults face. Some who have nev-
er been married wonder why their soul-
mates have not shown up. Those who
are divorced have experienced the trau-
matizing feelings of rejection. Widowers
can feel as though they have suddenly
lost their identity. These and other situ-
ations can produce a range of emotion-
al responses such as anxiety, panic at-
tacks, depression, and other life
adjustment disorders. This is an area
where the body of Christ can and
should be intentional in ministering to
the spiritual, emotional, and physical
needs of single adults, whether they are
Christians or not. 

WHAT IS A SINGLE ADULT
MINISTRY?

All ministry is about meeting people
where they are in life and seeking di-
rection from the Holy Spirit to help
them in their relationship with Jesus

Christ. So it is with single adults. It is
important to help single adults shift
their focus on relationships. I try to
help single adults see that when their
focus is placed on building their rela-
tionship with Christ, all the other
needs of life are taken care of by Him.

Using the Bible to teach about our
relationship with Christ and about
how to address life issues is essential
in a single adult ministry. The teach-
ings of Christ will heal the hurting
heart; they will clear the confused
mind and strengthen the weary soul.
Only God can lay a foundation that
provides assurance and security.
Only He can do what no one else can
do, but single adults must go to Him
and trust Him. He loves singles more
than can be imagined and He has a
plan for every life. The single adult
Christian leader should not be afraid
to go deeply into God’s Word and
teach. This will mature class mem-
bers in their intimacy with Christ and
prepare them to become leaders
themselves.

Bible instruction is key, but there are
other ways to minister to single adults.
Single adults want to be together and
do fun things. Single parents enjoy ac-
tivities that include their children. Ac-
tivities and events are effective in
strengthening group unity, as is teach-
ing single adults the importance of
inviting unchurched singles to these
events. 

As a Christian counselor and a sin-
gle adult minister, I strongly endorse
the ministry of counseling with single
adults. Single adults desire one-on-
one time with someone they can trust
and who is competent to help them
with problems and emotional issues.
People sometimes need help in learn-
ing how not to blame themselves for
the actions of others. There are is-
sues of anger and forgiveness, and
there are times when singles just
want to ask the difficult questions
that go through their hearts and
minds night and day. 

It should also be noted that single
adult counseling is not always about
one’s singleness. Singles have the

same issues and feelings as others do.
Being single does not place them in
some mystery sphere that makes
them different from married people.
Single adults go through seasons of
life just as everyone does. Single
adults must know that their leader
loves them and is interested in their
development as a person and a be-
liever. Single adult leaders should do
all they can to provide help or to refer
others to those who can give help.

HOW ABOUT YOU AND YOUR
CHURCH?

Do you know a single adult who
needs help? What do you think God
thinks about ministering to single
adults? Would you be willing to pray
for the single adult ministry in your
church, or would you pray about you
or someone else beginning one? How
can we as the body of Christ ignore 50
percent of our population? 

I have seen the fruits of what God
will do when we are obedient to His
call. He will bless those who have a
heart to serve as well as those who are
being served. I have watched single
adults as they begin their first night of
divorce care classes in grief, and I
have seen God rejuvenate them with
hope and encouragement. I have sat
and listened to stories of brokenness
as my heart wrenched in sadness. I
have laughed with my single adult
friends on retreats and special events
while thanking God in my heart that
the event was such a blessing to them. 

I am being taught by God that the
best ministry I can offer is friendship.
A friend cares about the whole person.
Single adult ministry is not easy. It re-
quires work and love and leaders who
will allow God to shape them into what
He wants and needs them to be.
Could you be that person? Could your
church be that church? I encourage
you to ask the Lord what He wants you
to do. Choose a single adult to pray
for, and wait on instructions from the
Lord. Be encouraged and know that
God loves you. He will help you know
what to do. There are numerous op-
portunities to serve. �

Ministering to Single Adults 
in a Changing Culture

BY REV. KEITH PHILLIPS, LPC/I
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WHEN Jesus ascended into heav-
en, He “gave gifts unto men.”

They are listed as apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers
(Eph. 4:8, 11). These gifts were given
“for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ” (vs.12). When Paul
wrote this letter, he knew there were no
shortcuts to Christian maturity or the
benefits maturity renders, as he
recorded in verses 13-16. 

When a church follows the Lord’s
plan, Christians have the tools they
need to face any challenge, no matter
how devastating that challenge may
be. Trinity Baptist Church in Clarkston,
Washington, where I attended, was
such a church. We were blessed with
godly leaders, sweet fellowship, and a
strong outreach program; but we no
longer attracted visitors, especially
young adults.

Our pastor led us in special prayers
meetings, seeking God’s will. God an-
swered our prayers, but the path He
chose to do it did not come in a con-
ventional way.

GOD MOVED US
Our building was over one hundred

years old and in constant need of ex-
pensive repairs. A water leak caused
the lower level of the building to flood.
The whole facility was rendered unin-
habitable.The insurance settlement
and church funds were not adequate
to bring the old building up to code or
to demolish it.

We gathered in various locations un-
til a local realtor became aware of our
plight. At a reasonable rate, he rented
to us an attractive, spacious, two-sto-
ry home on the edge of town with ad-
equate parking. It sat on the knoll of a
hill, visible from several well-traveled
arteries. 

Teachers and workers quickly se-
lected classrooms and began their
outreach. In less than a month, our
church attendance doubled. For the
first time in our church’s history, we

were blessed with an influx of families
and several bright young college stu-
dents.

AN AWESOME RESPONSIBILITY
Our students were enrolled in one of

the four postsecondary institutions in
our area (two universities and two city
colleges). My son-in-law, Lucas, and I
were asked to work with this group. He
was grounded in the faith, a full-time
college student, father of two young
boys, and part-time welder. He could
identify with the primary needs of our
class. I was an adult leader, a curricu-
lum writer, and served twenty years as
a pastor’s wife before my husband
died. 

We invited students to an open fo-
rum as a starting point to assess their
spiritual needs and learn what they
hoped to gain from their Sunday
school class. It was easy to sense our
students’ hearts. Most believed they
were losing their way in a world of con-
fusing messages.

Our students were not opposed to
hearing differing views, but some were
not prepared for the diverse chal-
lenges the world of academia poured
on them. Those seeking degrees in so-
cial science fields were the most trou-
bled. 

One young woman said her profes-
sor told his students they were in col-
lege for a “higher” education—not
only higher than other academic insti-
tutions but also higher than any insti-
tution including church, family, com-
munity, and so on. Some felt their
Christian faith and value systems were
being challenged, mocked, and
pegged as old-fashioned.

It became apparent to us that Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike were
seeking the same thing—truth. We un-
derstood exactly what they meant. We
assured our class this was not the first
time the things of God had been chal-
lenged. We also assured them that
God is truth and that the truth they
sought is found in the Bible. 

ROCK SOLID YOUNG BELIEVERS
We named our class Rock Solid

Young Believers, based on Matthew
7:24-25. The name referred to our goal.
We wanted them to become grounded
in Scripture and able to stand securely
on the foundation of Christ. 

As curriculum, we chose an in-depth
study of Matthew, confident it would
strengthen our Christian students’ faith
and introduce non-Christians to the
Saviour. We provided each of them with
a notebook and stand-alone lesson
plan that was geared to meet the needs
of any new arrivals or visitors. 

Our average attendance ranged be-
tween ten and fifteen per week, two of
whom were Japanese foreign-ex-
change students. This was their first
time attending an evangelical church.
We added a Sunday evening class as
a venue for open discussion and invit-
ed the older high school students to
attend. We wanted them to be ready
for their own college experience.

GOD IS ALWAYS FAITHFUL
When the school term ended, some

students moved on, and some re-
mained. We witnessed real growth in
most of those who regularly attended.
We still hear from several who are strong
leaders in the work of the ministry. We
were blessed to be the conduits God
chose to accomplish His plan. 

My daughter, Michelle, and Lucas
moved to Albany, Oregon. They are
active leaders in an evangelistic work
with college students in the town of
Corvallis. It is one of the most exciting
ministries I have ever seen. Hundreds
of students are being reached for
Christ.

As our church gained national no-
tice, construction crews, both local
and nationwide, came to our aid. The
old building, deemed fit for demolition,
was salvaged. The upstairs portion of
the church is still under construction,
but the lower floor has been remod-
eled and houses a growing, well-
rounded, grateful fellowship. �

The Work of the Ministry 
BY NANCY BAILEY
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HOW hard can it be to define a
word? If that word is “love,” it can

be almost impossible because of the
very elastic nature of this virtue and
emotion.

We might say we love our favorite
food: “I love chocolate.” Or one might
express his or her feelings for a pet: “I
love my cat.” The word can convey
very deep emotion when one pro-
claims affection for a spouse: “I love
my wife.”

So what does the Apostle John
mean when he stated that “God is
love” (I John 4:8)? In one sense God’s
love is unfathomable. The nine-
teenth-century hymn writer Frederick
Leham mused that if all the people on
earth became scribes, and they were
able to turn all the oceans into the ink
and the sky into parchment, they
would never be able to explain the
meaning of God’s love (“The Love of
God”).

The hymn writer struggled to explain
God’s love, but the Apostle John tells
us that God’s love can be seen in the
fact that He gave the world His most
precious possession—His Son (John
3:16). Divine love can best be under-
stood as an action and not a feeling.
God’s love is “giving.”

When discussing the subject of
God’s love (Rom. 5:5-10), the Apostle
Paul focused on its action—not action
toward friends but enemies.

In Romans 5 Paul dealt with the
timeless nature of God’s love toward
His enemies. God’s love was mani-
fested in the past—“while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us” (vs. 8).
His love will continue into the fu-
ture—“we shall be saved from wrath
through him” (vs. 9). In between the
past and the future, God’s love re-
mains in the present—“by whom we
have now received the atonement”
(vs. 11).

To further help the reader under-
stand how God’s timeless love is man-
ifested within time, Paul discussed
four great truths about God’s love.

GOD’S LOVE IS UNCONDITIONAL
“When we were yet without

strength, in due time Christ died for the

ungodly” (Rom. 5:6). Two key words in
this verse help us understand the un-
conditional nature of God’s love:
“strength” and “for.”

To a group of people living in the
capital city of Roman power, Paul said
that he was not ashamed of the gospel
because it is the “power of God”
(Rom. 1:16). This new power was far
greater than the political power that
Rome had because it is a force that will
conquer the soul. “Strength” and
“power” are often translations of the
same Greek word in the New Testa-
ment, dunamis. Truly God’s love is un-
conditional, for it came to us before we
had any power.

The second key word in Romans
5:6, “for,” means “on behalf of.” While
we were still His enemies, Christ died
in our place—the righteous for the un-
righteous.

GOD’S LOVE IS INCOMPARABLE
“Scarcely for a righteous man will

one die: yet peradventure for a good
man some would even dare to die.
But God commendeth his love to-
ward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom.
5:7-8).

One can find examples in history,
especially military history, of people
willing to die for others. But God’s
Son died for us while we were still His
enemies. Truly God’s love is incom-
parable. 

GOD’S LOVE IS UNIMAGINABLE
“Much more then, being now justi-

fied by his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him” (Rom. 5:9).

This verse is an if/then proposition.
If Christ died for us while we were His
enemies, we can be assured of His
care in the future. This unimaginable
love for believers will exempt them
from God’s future wrath (I Thess. 5:8-
10).

GOD’S LOVE IS RECONCILING
“For if, when we were enemies, we

were reconciled to God by the death
of his Son, much more, being recon-
ciled, we shall be saved by his life”
(Rom. 5:10).

When driving down any road in
America, it is hard not to notice that
many of the cars on the road were
made in Germany or Japan. There
was a time when these two nations
were the sworn enemies of America.
But years later, our country is now
reconciled with Germany and Japan.
There has been reconciliation be-
tween former enemies. The relation-
ship among America, Germany, and
Japan is a picture of how reconciling
God’s love is. Because of His love, we
now are His friends, no longer His en-
emies.

In spite of this clear teaching about
God’s reconciling love, many believ-
ers sadly do not personally have a
sense of God’s love for them. Their
thinking might be, I generally believe
that God does love everyone, but I
feel that I am an exception. If you only
knew what I have done, you would not
love me, either.

Many believers are focused on
some specific sin in their past that
they think somehow disqualifies
them from God’s love. Whenever dif-
ficulties surface in their lives, they
are quick to see them as evidences
that God does not really love them. 

Notice how Paul began his great
discussion on God’s love. “Hope
maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is giv-
en unto us” (Rom. 5:5). All believers
experience troubles. God does disci-
pline His children at times, but these
are not a sign that God does not love
them.

The Bible never minimizes sin, but
neither does it teach that our sins
place us beyond God’s grace in Christ.
Paul went on in Romans 6 to address
how believers are to deal with sin in
their lives.

According to Paul, problems and
difficulties should produce hope in our
lives (Rom. 5:3-5), not fear that some-
how God does not love us.

Hardships come to believers to en-
able them to focus on God’s love for
them. This truly is a hope to cling
to. �

The Hope to Go On
BY MARTIN DAHLQUIST
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THE POWER OF THE SPOKEN
WORD

Through God’s spoken word, the
world and everything in it came into
existence. Genesis 1 records, “And
God said” as the Lord God spoke the
universe into existence.

Those of old spoke aloud their needs
to God. In Joshua we read that he
spoke, “Sun, stand thou still” (10:12) in
a request for help from the Lord so that
Israel would have additional daylight to
defeat their enemies in battle.

The power of Jesus’ words rebuked
the storm and calmed the waves when
He said, “Peace, be still” (Mark 4:39).

THE POWER OF THE WRITTEN
WORD

The written word has the power to
change history. In II Samuel 11 we read
about King David, who plotted to kill the
husband of beautiful Bath-sheba. Uri-
ah, Bath-sheba’s husband and a loyal
soldier in Israel’s army, carried his own
death warrant, signed and sealed by
the king himself. Yet we later trace the
lineage of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
through the subsequent marriage of
King David and Uriah’s widow.

In II Kings 22 we read about King
Josiah, who was twenty-six years old
when the book of the law was found in
the temple (vs. 8). This historical doc-
ument gave further credence to Josi-
ah’s attempted reforms of Judah.

And who can forget the story of
Belshazzar (Dan. 5:5-6)? While host-
ing an idolatrous feast, he watched as
a disembodied hand spelled out his
doom on the wall.

Every word in God’s Holy Book was
written for our edification. “All scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of God, and
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness” (II Tim. 3:16).  

God desires that His children have
an intimate knowledge of Him and a
working knowledge of His Word.
Scripture provides the solid founda-
tion on which to build our lives. What-
ever our calling, this solid foundation
is of the utmost importance in order to
live and walk to please Him.

When our calling is that of Christian
writer, it is even more imperative that we
have an intimate heart and head knowl-

edge of God as found in the Scripture.
We need to remember that God’s Word
is to be taken at face value. All Scripture
was given for a purpose.

Most of the New Testament books
were written as letters to encourage,
instruct, and often reprimand the
growing church. The best way to grow
in our faith is to spend time in God’s
Word. We must not neglect the Bible in
favor of reading contemporary writers’
interpretations. As a Christian writer, I
must know God and understand His
Word so that I will not lead anyone
astray by falsifying His command-
ments or requirements. The work is
too important when someone’s eternal
life is at stake.

BEGINNING A WRITING MINISTRY
“I will instruct thee and teach thee in

the way which thou shalt go: I will
guide thee with mine eye” (Ps. 32:8).

My journey as a Christian writer be-
gan in childhood. God directed my
parents to leave the bustling streets of
Brooklyn and relocate to a rural area in
northern New York State. They pur-
chased a farmhouse situated just a
three-minute walk from a Bible-believ-
ing church. The first seventeen years
of my life were divided between
church, school, and the outdoors. At
church I trusted Jesus as my Saviour.
Through Bible stories and songs, I
learned about God and became
grounded in the Scriptures. In school I
learned to read and write and live out
my faith. And in the great outdoors, I

had time to think and dream while I ex-
plored the wonders of God’s creation.

After graduation from high school, I
began working at a small newspaper.
For six years, I honed my writing, ed-
iting, and typing skills. In my off hours
I studied journalism through a home-
study course.

Ten years after leaving the newspa-
per, I began pursuing a freelance writ-
ing career. To get started in the right di-
rection, I attended a nearby Christian
writing conference. Dedicated to the
Lord, the conference had been sup-
ported in prayer for several months.
During the welcome session, the di-
rector said, “The one thing I pray you
will come away with today is to know
whether or not God has called you to
a writing ministry.”

By the end of the day, I knew in my
heart that God was calling me to write
for Him.

THE BASICS OF MANUSCRIPT
SUBMISSIONS

“Study to shew thyself approved
unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth” (II Tim. 2:15).

At the conference I learned how to
format and submit a manuscript. Pro-
fessional-looking manuscripts are print-
ed on white bond paper with black ink.

Conferees were encouraged to read
current issues of publications we hoped
to write for. To avoid submitting a man-
uscript “blindly,” writers need to be-
come familiar with the style and type of
writing a publication prefers. Unless we
take the time to get to know a publica-
tion, we are apt to send something un-
usable. We would not want to send a fic-
tion story to a poetry magazine or

Write a Message of Hope 
BY JUDYANN GRANT
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higher standard than my secular coun-
terparts. I am entrusted with God’s
Word. It is my duty to make sure I ac-
curately portray Christ to unbelievers.

Everything I write is given time to
simmer. If I write in the excitement of
the moment only, I am apt to pen
things I perhaps shouldn’t. I write the
piece as best I can, then put it away for
a few days or even a week. After that,
I carefully read it over and begin mak-
ing revisions. While editing my work, I
pay attention to the mechanics of writ-
ing: repetition, weak verbs, mis-
spellings, etc. I also look for accuracy,
clarity, flow, and cohesion.

I never submit a first draft of any-
thing. After the initial draft, I read the
manuscript aloud and then revise nu-
merous times before submitting it.

POTENTIAL PITFALLS
I avoid the following: trying to impress

an editor (or reader) with a superior vo-
cabulary, being overly familiar or con-
descending, and being either flippant or
assuming a stance. Also, I do not make
promises I cannot keep, especially
where deadlines are concerned.

Pitfalls of proclaiming a decidedly
Christian message include not being
adequately familiar with the Scripture
passage in reference, taking Scripture
out of context, watering down God’s
commands, or distorting spiritual
truths in any other way.

As a Christian writer, I am called to
use my words to enlighten and edify
but not to add or take away anything
from what God has said. 

PERSEVERANCE
“Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribu-

lation; continuing instant in prayer”
(Rom. 12:12).

Freelance writing for over thirty
years has taught me to expect rejec-
tions from both editors and readers.
Each rejection or negative comment
serves to spur me on to more prayer,
more bible study, and more writing.

Through the ages, God’s Word has
provided an infallible and powerful
weapon with which to fight the enemy.
As Hebrews 4:12 states, “The word of
God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword.”

Use the sword of the Spirit accu-
rately, humbly, lovingly, and prayerfully
with every sentence you write. Then as
you share His message, you can say
with the psalmist, “My tongue is the
pen of a ready writer” (Ps. 45:1). �

drafts of the seven devotionals. It was
difficult, but where God calls, He
equips. I met both deadlines: submit-
ting the assignment on time and mov-
ing out of the house before it was time.

CONTINUE TO WRITE, LEARN,
AND IMPROVE

In between assignments I tried to
learn more about the writing profes-
sion. I attended conferences, took
home-study courses, subscribed to
writing magazines, and read widely. I
also wrote in my journal.

Journaling helps me remember the
many daily incidents of God’s hand at
work. It also helps me clarify my
thoughts and my understanding of
how God’s Word applies to me. Jour-
nal entries often form the basis of arti-
cles and devotions.

WRITING HIS MESSAGE
“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and

he shall give thee the desires of thine
heart” (Ps. 37:4).

Do you seek to share His message?
Writing opportunities abound to share
God’s words of hope to a lost world.

Our church shared the gospel
through a monthly newsletter. Each is-
sue focused on spiritual truths through
meditations, poems, and articles. It was
a useful tool to unite believers and also
to outreach into the greater community.

Newspapers offer a place to share
God’s Word with an unchurched
world. Members of my writer’s group
and I write a weekly inspirational col-
umn for a secular newspaper audi-
ence. A carefully-crafted letter to the
editor is another way to share spiritu-
al truths.

If you have an online presence, such
as a blog or social media page, you can
share nuggets of truth with your readers.

More personal avenues of commu-
nication are also available. Sending a
letter or card (or an e-mail) of encour-
agement to a hurting family member or
friend is a wonderful way to use your
writing talents for God.

A HIGHER STANDARD
“The Lord answered me, and said,

Write the vision, and make it plain
upon tables, that he may run that read-
eth it” (Hab. 2:2). 

It is true that you may be the only
Bible that some people will ever read.
Our message of hope may be the only
way that some encounter the gospel.

As a Christian writer, I am held to a

submit a nature poem to a magazine
that only publishes theological articles!

Most publishers have Web sites
with online links to their guidelines and
theme lists. These guidelines offer an
in-depth explanation of the type of
material the editor seeks. The list gen-
erally describes the intended audi-
ence, content (whether the publication
accepts poetry, fiction, nonfiction,
etc.), and manuscript length. Theme
lists define the focus the publication
will have in upcoming issues and list
the deadline for submissions.

Studying a publication’s guidelines
will help you determine whether what
you have written is suitable for a par-
ticular publication. Much time and en-
ergy is wasted when writers randomly
submit material before first studying to
see whether it is a good fit.

WRITING DEVOTIONALS
Devotional writing offers three direct

benefits: it teaches you to write con-
cisely and to make every word count;
it compels you to study Scripture,
verse by verse; and it opens your eyes
to see all the ways God is working in
your life and in the world.

After receiving guidelines and sam-
ples from our denominational publisher,
I sent a query requesting an assignment.
The editor responded by asking me to
write a series of seven devotionals.

Most devotional writing requires
that writers strictly adhere to a word
count. In most instances, the publica-
tion will provide writers with a Scrip-
ture passage. The writer must study
the selected Scripture and build a de-
votional around it. Many devotionals
will include a key verse, an anecdote
(a personal story that ties in with the
selected Scripture), and a closing
thought or prayer. 

In order to build a lifelong writing ca-
reer, one must be professional at all
times. Meeting an editor’s deadline is
an important step in demonstrating
professionalism.

My first writing assignment coincid-
ed with the sale of our house. Trying to
write seven devotionals while packing
up things in the house my husband,
three children, and I had lived in for ten
years was challenging. But amidst the
upheaval God provided snippets of
time to work on the assignment. I re-
member one afternoon when our
kitchen table was buried under boxes
and crates. I wedged my typewriter
onto the countertop and typed rough
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IT was frigid outside, as happens
some mornings in the city where I

live. I woke up in dire need of caffeine,
as happens most mornings for me! I
filled my teakettle with lukewarm wa-
ter, set it on the back burner, and
turned on the stove top. 

The typical problems of life loomed
ahead. A pile of mail and a basketful
of laundry both needed sorting. The e-
mails in my in-box and the oil level in
my car both needed to be checked.
Dry cleaning needed to be picked up.
My daughter needed to be dropped
off at preschool. And, of course, I had
to plan a lesson and prepare materi-
als for my Sunday school lesson. I
wanted to finish a few ministry-relat-
ed tasks before I even wrote down my
to-do list. 

The sun arose. So did my two chil-
dren. Still that kettle of water sat on the
back burner. It must have started boil-
ing while I was changing the baby. It
must have started whistling while I
was sending reminders to that week’s
Sunday school volunteers. That
whistling sound, while piercing, was
softer than the din of the morning. By
the time I remembered to drink my
morning cup of tea, there was no wa-
ter left in my kettle. Only a series of
black concentric circles, left by the
burner, remained inside my pot.

Have you ever had one of those
days, weeks or months? Is every day
like this for you? That burned kettle was
a fitting symbol for my life at that time.
For several years, I directed the chil-
dren’s ministry program at a small ur-
ban church. I had begun serving in this
position with a “full kettle” of energy,
ready and willing to do God’s work.
Then a new church plant formed, and
our leadership changed. The emotion-
al support I received deteriorated. As
volunteers dwindled, more work was
thrust into my hands. Before long, I was
teaching nearly every week. I was also
handling all the administrative aspects
of the program. It was extremely rare for
me to sit in a Sunday service and be
filled with God’s Word. 

I was like that teakettle with its wa-

ter level depleted. I was suffering from
what I call ministry “burn-down.” Once
no water was left in my pot, full
burnout would inevitably occur.

What is ministry burn-down? How
does it differ from burnout? Why does it
happen, particularly in the area of chil-
dren’s ministry? How do you recognize
the signs of burn-down? Most impor-
tant, how do you stop it before, like my
teakettle, you are left with “scars” from
the hot burner? If your water level is get-
ting low or if things are getting too hot
to handle in your area of ministry, keep
reading. There is hope and help!

WHAT IS BURN-DOWN?
“Burnout” is defined as “the condi-

tion of someone who has become very
physically and emotionally tired after
doing a difficult job for a long time”
(www.merriam-webster.com). It can
happen in any area of life, but it seems
to happen frequently to those in full-
time or part-time ministry. 

A person feeling full-fledged min-
istry burnout is without an easy reme-
dy. He or she often requires a long
sabbatical and intense spiritual repair
before returning to serve God and oth-
ers. Tragically, some people who ex-
perience this degree of exhaustion
never return to ministry at all.

“Burn-down” (my own term) differs
from burnout only in its severity. A per-
son experiencing burn-down is physi-
cally and emotionally tired but still ca-
pable of completing the task at hand.
He is experiencing symptoms that
may escalate to burnout if changes are
not made. There is still hope, howev-
er, that such an individual will not
reach the stage of complete burnout.

FREQUENCY IN CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY?

No one begins serving in the area of
children’s ministry thinking that burn-
down or burnout will inevitably occur.
Sadly, it happens all too often. The
children’s ministry department is often
one of the most difficult areas of the
church to maintain. 

First, volunteers are difficult to find

and keep. Parents of young children
sometimes feel they cannot assist in
the classroom because of the de-
mands faced by their families. Other
church members may think they do
not have the skill or energy to manage
a group of active children. Jesus once
said to His disciples, “The harvest tru-
ly is plenteous, but the labourers are
few” (Matt. 9:37). This is certainly true
in the area of children’s ministry!

Those who serve in children’s min-
istry are often underpaid, if they are
paid at all. When church funds are
tight, their income or supply budget
may be slashed. I know of many Sun-
day school teachers who have spent
their own money to purchase much-
needed supplies for their lessons.

Finally, serving a classroom full of
children in the church basement or back
room can feel isolating compared to
participating in a service. Children’s
ministry workers sometimes feel sepa-
rated from church life. Once when I was
working as a children’s ministry director,
I spent a rare week in the worship serv-
ice. I remember one young woman
greeting me and asking whether I was
new to the church. “Actually,” I said, “I
have been coming here for five years.” I
did not get the opportunity to meet any-
one new to the church because I was
nearly always working in the children’s
church.

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS OF BURN-
DOWN?

In retrospect, I should have recog-
nized the above encounter as a sign
that something was out of balance in
my Christian life. I wish I had known
the following warning signs of my min-
istry burn-down:
Taking on more than you can handle.

If you find yourself accepting more re-
sponsibilities than you are able to com-
plete, you may be at risk for ministry
burn-down. Your motivation for doing
this may be a genuine desire to see the
children in your church community
thriving. However, no undertaking is
worth starting if it must be abandoned
because of your lack of time and ener-
gy. If too many responsibilities are being
thrust into your hands, you will find your-
self juggling and eventually dropping
these responsibilities.
Forgetfulness. If you have taken on

more than you can handle, you may
find yourself forgetting details related
to your ministry. Communication with
other teachers or administrators may

Christian Education

Ministry Burn-Down
BY BONNIE B. LONG
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you go about your day. 
If you do not receive a daily dose of

God’s Spirit, you will eventually feel as
barren as a desert. If you allow God to
refill you, however, you will be like an
oasis in a sea of lost souls (John 7:38).

A LIFE REFILLED 
When I burned my teakettle during

that frigid morning last year, I did so be-
cause I was distracted. I was distracted
by the demands of mothering two young
children. I was distracted by the de-
mands of my ministry position. I may
have accomplished many things that
morning. I imagine my children were fed,
my laundry was sorted, and my e-mails
were checked; however, I know that I did
not have a quiet time with the Lord.

Spending time with God should
have been the most important thing on
my to-do list. The Bible says to do so
again and again. How tragic that it is
often the first thing that I and other
Christians forget.

That morning, after microwaving a
mug of water for my tea, I began to al-
low God to revitalize my spiritual life.
Over the next few weeks, I spent more
time in God’s Word and less time with
books and hobbies. I sought His voice
and guidance. It was a process that
took months and is still continuing.

After weeks of prayer, I decided to
resign from my position as the director
of children’s ministries at my church. I
believe there are different seasons in
life. Currently, I am too busy caring for
my family to have the time, energy, and
passion needed to run a successful
Sunday school program.

I am proud of myself for my decision
to say “no” to areas of ministry I was no
longer able to lead. I am proud of myself
for saying “stop,” taking a sabbatical
and allowing God to fill me with Living
Water. With His help, I was able to end
the downward spiral that could possibly
have led to full ministry burnout.

I no longer teach Sunday school
every week, but I continue to minister. I
joyfully assist in the church nursery
where my youngest daughter attends. I
provide support and delicious baked
goods for the children’s ministry volun-
teers. I write about my experiences,
hoping to serve those who work so tire-
lessly to care for the Lord’s little ones.
Someday, I will return to teaching. I be-
lieve it is my gift. When I do so, it will be
with a “full kettle” of God’s Spirit. �

batical may be necessary. Intense spiri-
tual repair will need to be done, usually
with the help of a pastor, trained coun-
selor, or Christian therapist. Do not hes-
itate to seek help. It will be the best thing
you can do for yourself and the people
on the receiving end of your ministry. 

If you are experiencing burn-down
as opposed to burnout, I pray that the
following words of advice will provide
some much-needed help and eventu-
al healing.
Learn to say no. Learn to say no to

projects and responsibilities that,
while beneficial to the church, may not
be feasible for you to lead. Try to del-
egate these responsibilities to others
within your area of ministry. If delega-
tion is not possible, some worthwhile
undertakings may need to be dropped
from your future plans. This may be
difficult for you. Keep in mind, howev-
er, that you will be better able to serve
your church when handling a few re-
sponsibilities well.
Learn to say stop. If you are experi-

encing signs of burn-down, it may be
necessary to take a short sabbatical.
This may mean taking a month off from
any form of ministry so that you may sit
in church and be fed spiritually. It may
mean temporarily handing some of your
responsibilities to others. Pray about this
suggestion. If you think God is calling
you to take a break, do not hesitate to
speak to your pastor. Most important, do
not feel guilty about saying stop. Even
Jesus Himself rested from His ministry in
order to spend time with the Father.
Be filled with living water. This is the

most important piece of advice, and
one that you cannot do without God’s
help. In John 4:14, Jesus told the
woman at the well, “But whosoever
drinketh of the water that I shall give
him shall never thirst; but the water that
I shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting life.”
The Holy Spirit provides living water to
revive your soul (7:37-39). Because of
Him, your proverbial teakettle need
never burn dry! If you are feeling phys-
ically or emotionally exhausted, ask
God to refill you. He is faithful and will
honor your petition.

A kettle of water that is never refilled
will eventually evaporate. It needs to
be refilled day after day. Likewise, to
have a “full kettle” of God’s Spirit, you
must allow Him to fill you every morn-
ing. To do this, you will need to spend
regular time with God by studying His
Word. You must listen for His voice as

falter. Small procedural tasks, such as
purchasing paint or paper, may be left
undone. You may forget to pray before
teaching, which is the single most im-
portant component to a successful
Sunday school lesson. When I was ex-
periencing ministry burn-down, I
found myself forgetting the names of
children who were new to the church.
Misplaced priorities. Children are

the reason for children’s ministry, of
course! When I began to forget the
names of the children in my Sunday
school class, it was a definite sign that
my priorities were misplaced. I had be-
gun to think of my position as a set of
items on a to-do list instead of a call-
ing from God. If your priorities begin to
revolve around anything other than the
children in your classroom, this may
be a sign of ministry burn-down.
Resentment. Do you secretly resent

the parents who sit and enjoy a Sun-
day service while you minister to their
children? Are you privately envious of
the people who socialize before and
after church while you set up or pack
away materials? Please do not ignore
these feelings; bring them before the
Lord to find healing and resolution.
Reluctance to attend church. If your

church has become a place of con-
stant work instead of a place of wor-
ship, you will naturally feel a reluc-
tance to attend. If your role as a
teacher or administrator overshadows
your identity as a Christian with your
own spiritual needs, you will wish to be
someplace else on Sunday mornings.
In my opinion, reluctance to attend
church is the most severe sign of min-
istry burn-down. 

If you are experiencing such reluc-
tance or any other sign of ministry
burn-down, changes in your life will
need to be made. The following sec-
tion provides helpful tips on how to
stop ministry burn-down before it es-
calates into full-fledged burnout.

HOW TO STOP MINISTRY BURN-
DOWN

Ministry burnout is a horrible expe-
rience. It requires months, if not years,
of rest and spiritual repair before a re-
turn to ministry can be made. What
breaks my heart about ministry
burnout is that the person experienc-
ing it begins with a pure intention— to
serve the Lord by serving others. 

If you think you are experiencing full-
fledged burnout, you will need more help
than this article can provide. A long sab-
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THERE is an insidious enemy lurking
around, and it seems that many

pastors have forgotten how crafty it is.
This enemy is wreaking havoc with
pastors everywhere, most certainly in
our own culture.

This enemy is so crafty that despite
our awareness of it, it has convinced
many that its presence is innocuous
and we need not fear it. We preach
regularly about this enemy because
we have seen the devastation it brings
to so many individuals, but we our-
selves have grown so accustomed to
it that we have been lulled asleep. As
a result, we may have dropped our
guard even as we busy ourselves with
the work of the ministry.

What is this enemy? Broadly speak-
ing, this enemy is identified in the Bible
as the flesh (Greek, sarx). What I wish
to warn about in this context is one of
its many traps—pornography.

Is it just me, or have others also ob-
served how many men in the ministry
are coming out and admitting to the
sin of pornography? Only recently I
have learned of several men in my own
social circles who suddenly left their
pastorates because they had given in
to pornography. The consequences of
this insidious sin is devastating for
marriage and the church. This is ex-
actly what the enemy, Satan, wishes to
see on all Christian fronts.

The flesh is a crafty enemy. As pas-
tors, we have no problem creating les-
sons to warn our people of the flesh, but
it seems that too many of us are having
a hard time standing firm against its al-
lurement. John warned in his first letter,
“Love not the world, neither the things
that are in the world. If any man love the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world” (2:15-16).

It is interesting to note the company
the flesh keeps—we are plagued by all
three of its manifestations. The truth is
that when we give in to one, we give in
to the others. Pride deceives us into
thinking that we cannot commit terri-

ble sins as pastors. With this attitude,
we are easily disarmed.

This disarming leads us to fall prey
with our eyes to things that our intel-
lect tells us will bring us down and do
us great harm. Our flesh takes advan-
tage of our pride and our “eye gate”
and mounts an attack that we are no
longer armed against, alert to, or ready
to stand against. Before we know it,
we have been subdued, and we blind-
ly, mindlessly (with full accountability)
plunge into the sin of pornography or
worse. It does not take long to move
to the next step of loving the things of
the world more than the things of God.

James wrote in his epistle, “Every
man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of his own lust, and enticed. Then
when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death” (1:14-15). The
danger begins in our minds and hearts.
We first start thinking immorally, and
then we open ourselves up to viewing
pornographic images. From there we
face even greater destruction, such as
giving in to the sin of adultery.

Jesus made an interesting state-
ment that we pastors should keep
firmly in mind. He tells us that it is not
what goes into the mouth that defiles
us but that which comes out of the
mouth (Matt. 15:11). Jesus is talking
about the very core of one’s being. The
dirty stuff is not on the outside but on
the inside. We need to guard our
hearts and minds just as much as we
need to keep watch over our actions.

We need to keep in mind that as
pastors, we are just as sinful from the
standpoint of human nature as the
worst criminal in the world. We are also
just as susceptible to surrendering to
the temptation to sin as the next per-
son. It does not matter whether we are
in God’s Word every day, preach ser-
mons every week, or are able to parse
the Greek and Hebrew. We are sus-
ceptible to the same attacks of the en-
emy, and all the more so as men who
serve on the front lines. If Satan’s co-
horts can bring us down, they will cer-
tainly try, and we are vulnerable to

falling if we are not ever vigilant.
I have made a commitment in my life

to never say “never.” Why? Because
we are sinful creatures who are under
continual pressure to give in to the al-
lurements of the flesh. I used to think
that regeneration meant that these
bad seeds would be eliminated from
my being as a Christian. I lived under
that delusion for years, both as a lay
worker and as a pastor. But after many
years and regular prayer and Bible
study, I began to realize that the seeds
of every sinful act still exist within me.
Those things that I thought I would
never do are some of the very things I
am quite capable of doing, given the
right circumstances.

After years of confessing the sins of
my heart, such as breaking every one of
the ten commandments in one way or
another (Matt. 5:27-30), I began to real-
ize and embrace the truth that while I
am saved from the penalty of sin and
the power of sin, I have not yet been de-
livered from the presence of sin. I must
continually be on my guard lest I be-
come the victim of my own folly.

This is what is happening to men in
vocational ministry everywhere. It
could be happening to you as well.
Certainly the potential exists. With
modern technology as it is, viewing
and becoming ensnared in pornogra-
phy is easier now than ever. 

Most of us are now using the Inter-
net for our studies. How convenient
and helpful this is! When in need of in-
formation on a particular subject, we
now can get that information with a
search engine. But as we very well
know, with every positive aspect of
technology comes a negative one. In
this case, while there are many good
things on the Internet, there are also
some very terrible things. Worse, we
do not even have to go looking for
something like pornography; it often
comes looking for us.

I remember my first brush with In-
ternet pornography. I was actually
preparing for a church board meeting
that was to take place that evening.
After my preparation was completed, I
decided to check my e-mail.

When I opened one e-mail, a whole
collage of explicit pornographic images
burst forth before my very eyes. I had
never in my life seen such graphic im-
ages. Without thinking, I began to scan
each image. The Holy Spirit quickly
brought me to my senses, though I ini-
tially resisted. In short order I deleted
the e-mail and got away from my com-
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temptation to view pornography on-
line, discontinue your Internet service
for a year or two. You might think you
cannot live without the Internet, but
you can. It is not important enough
that you would want to lose your own
soul (cf. Matt. 5:27-30).

Pornography has taken our culture
by storm. It has become the ruination
of many, and it is an effective weapon
of our archenemy. Do not allow it to
become the ruination of your ministry,
marriage, or life. Take action while
there is still time and before you be-
come just another statistic. And may
God bless your efforts in so doing! �

to heal and to get back in control of our
desires (temperance, part of the fruit of
the Spirit [Gal. 5:23]) through the help
and power of the Holy Spirit.

How can we safeguard ourselves
from dabbling in this sin the first time
or ensure that we do not succumb to
it again? Here are some suggestions
that we already know, but they are
good reminders. These are in addition
to the technological suggestions I
mentioned earlier.

First, make it a matter of prayer.
Every time you find yourself thinking
about the pornography still embla-
zoned in your mind, confess it as sin
to God. Ask for His forgiveness; ask for
a washing of mind and heart. Also pray
that God would guard you against go-
ing back to pornography, if you have
already given in. If you are blessed in
not having succumbed, ask God to
build a hedge of protection around you
to guard your heart and mind. 

Study the armor of God that Paul dis-
cussed in Ephesians 6. For example,
use the armor to guard your heart
(breastplate of righteousness), to stand
firm and unmovable (gospel shoes of
peace), and to protect your mind from
impure thoughts (helmet of salvation).

Second, mentally chase away the
fantasies when they first enter your
head. Do not allow yourself to think
about such things. The sin is not that
these thoughts enter your mind but
that you start dwelling on them. As
soon as you recognize an evil thought,
quote Scripture, or go to prayer, or sing
a hymn. Push that evil thought from
your mind before it has time to take
root. Believe me, this is one seed that
can take root very quickly—in a matter
of seconds. You must be fast on your
feet and not allow evil thinking to find
the slightest resting place in your mind.

Third, especially if you are under
heavy attack in this area, establish a
relationship with a trusted friend, col-
league, or your wife. Insist that this ac-
countability partner regularly ask
whether you are keeping your heart
clean of these impure thoughts. If this
is going to work, you must commit
yourself to truthfulness, even if it is
embarrassing. If you cannot be truth-
ful with this friend, then you have cho-
sen the wrong person with which to be
accountable. You must be willing to be
totally open and honest if accountabil-
ity with your friend is going to achieve
its intended goal.

Fourth, as mentioned earlier, if you
find that you can no longer resist the

puter. The whole incident may have tak-
en only a minute or two, but those im-
ages are still emblazoned in my mind. 

I shared the circumstance with the
board that evening and asked all the
guys to pray for one another (and for
me) that we would be vigilant against
such attacks. We needed to make a
covenant with one another and with
our eyes (Job 31:1).

Those were the early days of e-mail
and Internet usage. Now there are pre-
ventative measures we can take to safe-
guard ourselves from the majority of
these images reaching our eyes. Even if
you are not having issues with Internet
pornography, I still exhort you to either
install software that can block such im-
ages from reaching you or make the ap-
propriate settings on your computer or
in your Web browser to block these im-
ages. I have done this and no longer re-
ceive such spam while on the Web. I
think it will be a help to you as well.

Setting up a firewall to keep porno-
graphic images from reaching us is
only one preventative. There is still the
problem of our being able to find im-
ages of our own volition, especially in
those weak moments or when we suf-
fer terrible temptation. These days we
no longer need to fear being caught in
the local store’s magazine rack. Now
we have the capability to view pornog-
raphy in the privacy of our own homes
or offices. Now no one will catch us in
our lust. Now we can sneak a glimpse
or two with no one the wiser.

It may seem like a harmless and in-
nocent activity, and some rationalize it
that way; but it is actually doing ir-
reparable damage to our souls. We
may not realize it immediately, but the
end result says it all—broken mar-
riages, lost pastorates, disillusioned
parishioners, and a hungering and
thirsting not after righteousness but
after soul-binding, spirit-destroying,
marriage-breaking pornography. This
not only drenches us in guilt and
harms our pastoral ministries, but it
also grieves the Holy Spirit.

All sin is an offense to the Holy Spir-
it, and pornography is no exception.
We know that when we grieve the Spir-
it, we find our service to God hollow,
powerless, and hypocritical. The only
cure for this is to confess our sin (I John
1:9) and to repent of our sin (an imme-
diate about-face). Before it is too late,
we need to take immediate steps to put
an end to all pornographic viewing,
even if it means canceling the Internet
service for a year or two. We need time

can be part of a missions cross-cul-
tural venture. God has used these ex-
periences in some instances to speak
to students about training to serve in
missions full time, thus being an in-
strument to build Christ’s church.

Sometimes children even in Christ-
centered families become disenchanted
with the local church they attend. Could
one of the reasons be that students are
not involved in service that touches the
lives of people with needs they have not
experienced? They may acknowledge
that they believe in Jesus as personal
Saviour but not be committed in their re-
lationship with the Lord. Wise leadership
in the local church, including parents
and those working with their children,
will seek to find areas of ministry in the
community or outside the community in
which students can be involved. 

Students need to get away from
their electronic gadgets and find fulfill-
ment in ministering to the less well-off,
perhaps those in a cross-cultural set-
ting. They need to experience what it
is like to work together on a project
and to meet people, perhaps their
peers, who need the love of Jesus.
Such encounters can be life-changing
for students who know the Lord as
their Saviour. I have seen this happen.

As long as the biblical family re-
members its beginnings, its founda-
tion, and its purpose, that family, as it
relies on the power of the indwelling
Holy Spirit, will glorify the One who
created the family. �

The Biblical Family—a Must

(Continued from page 47)
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