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life. During those seasons, we must receive and pray the
promises of God. What promises are sustaining us right
now? What do we need to pray for?

January 24, 2016—Read John 2:1-2. The Lord Jesus,
the exalted Lord of heaven, came to earth. And when He
did, He participated in many ordinary, human events, like
the wedding at Cana. We live most of our lives in the con-
text of the ordinary. How can we make our ordinary days
count for God? How can we redeem our experiences to
glorify God?

January 31, 2016—Read John 11:43-44. At Jesus’
command, Lazarus, who had been dead, came forth alive.
Let us not forget that the Lord Jesus will utter the same
command over all believers one day and that we shall rise
to eternal life. The restoration of all things is coming. So
let us serve the Lord with gladness and trust Him through
the sorrows and difficulties of life.

February 7, 2016—Read Exodus 12:14. Through the
observance of Passover, the Old Testament saints were
able to remember what God had done for them. It was a
memorial. Let us always be aware of what God has done
for us in our redemption and salvation. Whether in formal
or informal ways, we are to live in light of His powerful,
atoning work in our lives.

February 14, 2016—Read Leviticus 23:16. The Feast of
Weeks, or Pentecost, was celebrated seven weeks, or
fifty days, from the second day of Passover. It was a har-
vest festival, inviting everyone to be thankful for God’s
provision and helping all to acknowledge that God is the
Provider of all that we have. Are we thankful for God’s pro-
vision? What should we be thankful for?

February 21, 2016—Read Leviticus 16:16.We must all
live under the forgiving grace of God. There is no way we
can cover our sins. The Israelites were reminded of this
through the Day of Atonement rituals. Our pardon must
come from above. How thankful we are that the Lord Je-
sus offered a complete and perfect atonement for our
sins! Are we thankful for being able to walk under His for-
giving mercy?

February 28, 2016—Read Leviticus 23:42-43. The
Feast of Booths, or Tabernacles, was instituted to remind
the Israelites of God’s fatherly care when they migrated
from Egypt to the Promised Land. Although the way was
difficult, He was with them the whole way. We are all on
our pilgrim journey to our true homeland. Let us be thank-
ful and count the ways that God is with us. �

December 6, 2015—Read Exodus 20:8. God deter-
mines what is sacred and holy. We are to learn His com-
mandments and respond properly. In Old Testament
times, God had a day He called holy. Do we still set aside
a day for Him? What could we be doing to keep a day holy
to God?

December 13, 2015—Read Leviticus 22:31.Most peo-
ple no longer view God as an authority figure. Personal
feelings and opinions seem to matter more to people than
what God has to say. But the believer must be one who
plants himself firmly under God’s commands. First we re-
ceive His commands; then we put them into practice. Are
we acknowledging that the Lord is over all of life? What
commands do we need to receive and practice?

December 20, 2015—Read Luke 2:22. It is striking how
the family of the Lord Jesus carefully followed the Old Tes-
tament law, as they did here when they presented Him in
this special way. The Lord was thus separated to God
from His infancy. Even the Lord was given to God. How
much more should we give all things to God and fulfill that
which He calls us to do?

December 27, 2015—Read Matthew 23:12. Humility is
not just another virtue. It marks out the essential way in
which we must approach God. There is no going forward
in a relationship with God without understanding that we
must give ourselves to Him in humility. We are here to wor-
ship and serve Him—that is the foundation of life. How
can we be more humble before Him?

January 3, 2016—Read Genesis 29:30. Jacob certain-
ly had a complicated marital predicament. Few decisions
are as important as the person we choose as a spouse.
No relationships on earth are more important than our
marital relationships. What can we do to bring love into
this precious relationship? What can we do to make it
work to the glory of God?

January 10, 2016—Read Song of Solomon 6:9. This
verse is an example of love being expressed. Feeling love
is one thing; expressing it is another. There are many ways
to show love, but it is important to do so. We must show
love. What can we do to show love in our marriages, fam-
ilies, churches, neighborhoods, communities, and coun-
tries?

January 17, 2016—Read Hosea 1:10. The Old Testa-
ment Israelites went through some hard times, such as
the years spent in the wilderness and the years of the Ex-
ile. We all go through confusing and difficult seasons of

Minute Meditations

Living unto God
BY JEFFERY J. VANGOETHEM, D.MIN.
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Joseph was of the lineage of King
David through David’s son Solomon
(Matt. 1:1-17). It was through the line
of Solomon that Israel’s kingship
passed, and the Messiah was proph-
esied to come from this line (cf. II Sam.
7:12-16). As Joseph’s adopted son,
Jesus had the legal right to sit upon
the throne of David as King and Mes-
siah (Luke 1:32).
Interestingly, Mary also was of the

lineage of David but through David’s
son Nathan (Luke 3:23-31). “The
Matthean genealogy thus gives the le-
gal line of descent from David, where-
as the Lukan genealogy gives the ac-
tual physical line of descent” (Stein,
Luke, The New American Commen-
tary, Broadman). Without the legal
right given to Him by Joseph’s ances-
try, Jesus could not have fulfilled the
messianic prophecies, which foretold
a kingly ancestry from Solomon. 

REVELATION AND RESPONSE
It is clear that in Mary, God chose a

godly young woman of impeccable
character, dignity, and wisdom to bear
the Son of God. It is equally clear from
Matthew 1 and 2 and Luke 2 that
Joseph too was a man of godly char-
acter.
Matthew 1:18 tells us that during the

yearlong betrothal period, before
Joseph and Mary came together as
husband and wife, Mary was found to
be “with child.” Mary knew the source
of her pregnancy (Luke 1:31-38) but did
not communicate this to Joseph, who
then faced a dilemma. Betrothal, or es-
pousal, was a serious legal commit-
ment. Even before the marriage official-
ly took place, the two were considered
husband and wife (cf. Matt. 1:19).
Mary’s apparent unfaithfulness dur-

ing the betrothal period left Joseph lit-
tle hope for their marriage. The only
decision to be made was how best to
end the relationship. Many faced with
such a situation would have been
ready to publicly humiliate Mary and
save face as best they could. A public
accusation probably would have put
Joseph himself in the best light, but it
would have caused great shame and
hardship for Mary. Joseph decided in-
stead to quietly “put her away” (Matt.
1:19). This involved a contractual “di-

Joseph: The Father The Father Chose
BY JARL K. WAGGONER

THE United States Department of
Health and Human Services re-

cently reported that there are an 
estimated 397,122 children in foster
care in the United States. Typically,
these children have entered the foster
care system because they were
abused, neglected, or abandoned and
are available for adoption into new
homes (www.ccainstitute.org).

UNICEF has estimated that there
are between 143 to 210 million or-
phans worldwide. They also estimate
that 5,760 children become orphans
every day.
In the United States and through-

out the world, there are too many chil-
dren without loving families. The out-
look for many of those children is very
bleak.

There also can be found everywhere
another type of orphan. The term

“spiritual orphan” has been used in
some evangelical Christian ministries
to describe someone who is without
Christ as Saviour. The number of spir-
itual orphans in the world is humanly
impossible to count.
In this quarter’s GOSPEL HERALD

AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES,
you will read articles concerning the
topic of adoption as it pertains to the
physical and spiritual. Christians are
the children of the Lord, and they have
been adopted from the world of dark-
ness and bondage to sin into the won-
derful family of God (Eph. 1:5).
It is our hope that as you read this

issue, you will be blessed by the mes-
sages about God’s adoption plan. If
you are lost and alone, the Father
seeks to make you one of His children.
He can fill the void you may feel and
bring you peace and joy. �

From the Editor’s Desk

Adoption
BY DON RUFF

APART from a few references to his 
being the presumed father of Je-

sus (Matt. 13:55; Luke 3:23; 4:22; John
1:45; 6:42), Joseph the husband of
Mary is mentioned in only four chap-
ters of the New Testament. Yet Joseph
played an important role not only in the
birth of Christ but also in the earthly life
of the Son of God. 

PROVIDENTIAL CHOICE
It was theologically necessary for Is-

rael’s promised Messiah, or Christ, to
be virgin conceived and born. To be
born naturally of both a human moth-
er and a human father would have
meant the Messiah was just a man, not
the God-Man; and only One who was
both fully God and fully man could die
as the sacrifice for mankind’s sin and
provide the eternally sufficient pay-
ment for the sins of all who believe in
Christ (cf. Heb. 10:1-10).
So, while a human mother was

needed for the Saviour, a human father
was not. In fact, Mary conceived by
the Holy Spirit (Matt. 1:18, 20; Luke
1:35), guaranteeing the union of God
and man in Jesus.

God providentially chose Mary to be
the mother of the Messiah. In doing so,
He also chose Joseph, to whom she
was espoused, to be the Messiah’s
earthly father. The virgin conception of
Mary is carefully set forth in the Gospel
of Luke, but that same Gospel refers
to Joseph and Mary as Jesus’ “par-
ents” (2:41) and to Joseph as Jesus’
“father” (vs. 48). Clearly, Joseph was
not Jesus’ biological father; but as an
adoptive parent, he fulfilled the role of
father—and an important role it was!

JOSEPH’S BACKGROUND
God would not—and could not—

choose just any man to fulfill the role
of Jesus’ earthly father, and Joseph
was not just “any” man.
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awe of his young, adopted son and did
not understand Jesus’ words about be-
ing about His “Father’s business”; but
he surely understood that the boy who
was subject to him and Mary was truly
the One who would “save his people
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21)—even if
Joseph would not live to see the com-
pletion of Jesus’ work.

DISAPPEARANCE FROM THE
BIBLICAL RECORD
It is almost certain that Joseph died

before Jesus’ public ministry began,
for while Mary is mentioned even at
the crucifixion (John 19:26-27) and lat-
er (Acts 1:14), Joseph does not appear
again after Luke 2. Still, he is remem-
bered as the carpenter and the father
of Jesus (Matt. 13:55; Luke 4:22; John
6:42).

With the passing of Joseph, Jesus,
as the oldest son, would have taken on
the role of family leader and pro vider,
no doubt practicing the trade and the
lessons He learned from Joseph.
While Jesus was neither a husband
nor a father, His responsibilities in the
home following Joseph’s death would
allow Him to truly sympathize with
those who are married and have fam-
ilies (cf. Heb. 4:15).

LESSONS FROM JOSEPH
Joseph had a unique role in Jesus’

life. Along with Mary, he raised, cared
for, and taught Jesus. Though there is
a mystery to it all, the fact that Jesus
“increased in wisdom and stature, and
in favour with God and man” (Luke
2:52) must surely be attributed in
some part to Joseph.
God’s choices are always right. His

choice of Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly
father demonstrates God’s wisdom,
for Joseph was just, devout, and god-
ly. He was sensitive to the needs and
feelings of others, particularly his
young wife, and he was especially
sensitive to the revealed will of God.

When Jesus spoke of God as “Fa-
ther,” the father-child relationship in its
ideal form certainly was in view. We
cannot help wondering how Jesus’ re-
lationship with Joseph influenced His
choice of this title to describe God.
Was Joseph the ideal father? We can-
not say; but only a godly father can ad-
equately picture our great, holy God.
Like Joseph, every father should strive
to be an example his children can look
to as a picture of what our Heavenly
Father is like. �

“outwardly at least, by walking away
from Mary. By walking away, Mary
would have borne shame, suspicion,
ridicule, and ostracism. By taking her
as his wife, Joseph would bear much
of that himself” (Waggoner).
Though we are not told he was ex-

plicitly instructed to do so, Joseph
kept Mary a virgin until after Jesus’
birth (Matt. 1:25). This would allow
both of them to refute charges that Je-
sus had a human father.
Joseph’s faithfulness to God and to

Mary is evident throughout the birth
account. He did not leave her alone in
the final days of her pregnancy, even
though he was required to go to Beth-
lehem for the census (Luke 2:1-20);
and in obedience to the law, he took
Mary and Jesus to the temple forty
days after the birth (vss. 22-24).
From all appearances, Joseph ful-

filled every obligation a Jewish father
might have. In fact, it was to Joseph,
as the husband and father, that further
revelation was given, directing him to
take his family to Egypt when the
Child’s life was threatened by King
Herod (Matt. 2:13-15) and then to re-
turn to Israel, and specifically to
Galilee, when Herod was dead (vss.
19-23). While there was much Joseph
did not yet understand about his
adopted son, each time God revealed
His will to him, Joseph responded with
immediate, unquestioning obedience. 
The last we see of Joseph in the Bible

was when he and Mary and Jesus went
to Jerusalem at the Pass over, when Je-
sus was twelve years old (Luke 2:41-
52). There we find Joseph a caring and
loving father and husband. He was in

vorce” that would end the betrothal as
quietly as possible.
Matthew points out that Joseph’s de-

cision to do things quietly was the result
of his being “a just man, and not willing
to make her a publick example” (1:19).
Here is the first indication of Joseph’s
godly character. Though he thought he
had been betrayed by Mary, he was still
thinking of her and what a public charge
would do to her. He wanted to honor
God, but he did not want to disgrace
Mary. While “there was no way for Mary
to completely escape shame, . . .
Joseph was unwilling to add to it”
(Waggoner, “Human Dilemmas—Heav-
enly Answers,” Glimpses of the Christ:
Sermons from the Gospels, Kainos). 

It was at this point, as Joseph
dwelled on his decision, that God inter-
vened. An angel appeared to Joseph in
a dream and told him not to fear taking
Mary as his wife, for her Child was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit. This Child was
to be named “Jesus,” meaning “the
Lord is salvation,” for He would “save
his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).
This Child was the Messiah foretold by
the Prophet Isaiah (Isa. 7:14); indeed,
He was “God with us” (Matt. 1:23).
With this revelation from God,

Joseph no longer faced a choice be-
tween two bad options; it was now a
choice between obeying God and dis-
obeying Him, and Joseph immediate-
ly chose the former, taking Mary as his
wife (Matt. 1:24).

While Joseph’s decision was the
right one and in accord with the an-
gel’s message, we should not think it
was easy. Joseph undoubtedly could
have spared himself much anguish,



6

MANY who are unable to have chil-
dren through normal procreation

pursue the option of adopting chil-
dren. Many adults are disillusioned,
however, when they learn of the cost-
ly procedure involved. Because of the
high cost in time, money, travel, inter-
views, evaluations, and so on, few are
able to take part in the process of
adopting a child. Adoption is a pre-
cious reality for those who are able to
meet the strict criteria.

The Scriptures also speak of a pre-
cious adoption. This adoption is a
spiritual one. It occurs when a per-
son—who is not by nature a child of
God—is instantaneously placed into
God’s spiritual family at the moment
he places faith in Jesus Christ. At that
moment, he becomes a full son of
God, with all its rights and privileges.
To be adopted into God’s family
means that a child of the devil be-
comes a child of the Blessed One.
In Galatians 4:4-7, Paul wrote

about the reality of spiritual adop-
tion. As wonderful as physical adop-
tion is, it does not compare with the
blessedness of its spiritual counter-
part. In verse 5, Paul spoke of God’s
desire “that we might receive the
adoption of sons.” This is God’s in-

vitation to all mankind.
My daughter and her husband re-

cently fulfilled a long-held desire to
adopt a child from Columbia, South
America. They could not have imag-
ined the total cost of this venture. It
involved  the expenditure of time in-
volved in travel, interviews, evalua-
tions, and paperwork, along with a
hefty financial outlay as well. Their
child’s adoption came at an extreme-
ly high cost. 
Our spiritual adoption into God’s

family came at a much higher cost. We
can learn from Galatians 4:4-7 what
was needed and what it cost God to
adopt His children. It cost God the in-
carnation of His only Son. Verse 4
states that God sent His Son into the
world. The verb “to send forth” literal-
ly means “to send out from” or “send
away.” The Son was sent out from His
glorious position with the Father. This
clearly demonstrates that the Son was
preexistent with the Father in eternity.
It is clear from the context that Je-

sus was “the Son” before His birth.
The Father sent His Son into the world.
He did not send someone who would
become the Son; He sent Someone
who already is the Son.
The preexistence of Jesus with His

Father certainly alludes to the special
love that the Father and Son had to-
ward each other prior to the Son’s in-
carnation. Jesus reflected on this love
in John 17:24 when He declared, “For
Thou lovedst me before the founda-
tion of the world.” We cannot begin to
fathom the depths of this love. Who
can grasp infinite love for an infinitely
worthy object?
We dare not underestimate a verse

like John 3:16, which tells us that God
loved the world so much that He gave
His only begotten Son. Think of the
pain that the Father must have felt
when He sent forth His only Son! Par-
ents often feel pain in their hearts
when they pass by the empty room of
a son or daughter who has left for col-
lege. Think how the Father must have
felt as He sent His Son away, knowing
what Jesus would go through.
I still remember as a young boy see-

ing tears in my father’s eyes as he put
me on a bus headed for Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, to visit—by myself—my
grandmother and aunt for a week. It
grieved him to part with me, his only
son, even for a week. How much more
did it grieve the Father to part with His
only Son, especially when He knew in
advance how His Son would be treat-
ed!
Paul also emphasized that God sent

forth His Son to become a true human
being, stating that the Son was to be
“made of a woman” (Gal. 4:4). He was
formed in her and of her. He became
flesh and blood. He came from one
state of existence to being born as a
human being (cf. Job 14:1).
According to Paul, the Son would be

not only a true human but also “made
under the law” (Gal. 4:4). That Jesus
was made under the law means that
by His own free will and by God the Fa-
ther’s appointment, He was born a
Jew and was subject to the Mosaic
law as were all other Jews. He was ob-
ligated to obey the law, which He did
perfectly, to be able to take on the full
penalty of the law.
Jesus announced that He had come

to fulfill the law, not to destroy it (Matt.
5:17). This indicates that Jesus yield-
ed Himself completely in obedience to
all of it. The perfect life of Jesus, who
knew no sin, was absolutely essential

The High Cost of Adoption
BY KARL KLOPPMANN



WINTER QUARTER 2015-16 7

cry out to God with heartfelt requests
(Gal. 4:6).

Adoption also includes a glorious
eternal inheritance. Paul declared that
the believer is an heir of God (Gal. 4:7).
It also includes the supply of our
needs, for the believer cries out to God
as His Father (vs. 6). A good father
provides for his sons.
Praise God for your adoption! Con-

sider its benefits! Consider its cost!
May we sing these words of the hymn
“The Child of the King” (Buell):

I once was an outcast stranger on
earth,

A sinner by choice, an alien by birth,
But I’ve been adopted, my name’s

written down,
An heir to a mansion, a robe and a

crown.
I’m a child of the King,
A child of the King:
With Jesus my Savior,
I’m a child of the King. �

high price. Paul proclaimed that God
sent forth His Son to redeem those
who were under the law so that they
might be adopted into God’s family
and become sons of God.
In the New Testament, the concept

of “redemption” means “to obtain the
release of an object in bondage, on the
basis of a payment that is made in its
behalf.”
Jesus Christ paid the eternal debt of

the sin of the world when He died as
man’s Substitute on the cross—“who
his own self bare our sins in his own
body on the tree” (I Pet. 2:24).

Through faith in Jesus, people are
set free from the punishment that is
due for their sin and instead receive
full forgiveness and the gift of eternal
life. 

It is clear from Galatians 4:5 that be-
fore adoption into God’s family can
occur, redemption must take place in
a person’s life. Only those redeemed
by the blood of Christ can become
sons of God. This verse is an eye-
opener to many, for it indicates that
apart from Christ’s redemption, no one
is a son of God. You cannot bypass
Jesus and have a relationship with
God! Although spiritual adoption is
free through faith, it was obtained at an
incredible price—the awful death of
Christ on the cross.

In Galatians 4:5, Paul specifically
mentioned redemption for those un-
der the Mosaic Law; but in Ephesians
2:11-13, he widened the scope of re-
demption to include Gentiles, his tar-
get audience in the epistle to the Eph-
esians.
It should be noted that “adoption” is

not another word for the concept of
“forgiveness.” Rather, it is a term that
guarantees divine benefits. Paul used
the term “adoption” against the back-
ground of Roman custom. When a
young man was adopted, he entered
into the full rights of a son. Whatever a
true son was entitled to, the officially
adopted Roman son could claim.
The same is true for believers. Be-

cause we have been adopted into
God’s family as sons of God, we can
claim all the benefits of being true sons
of God. That includes the privilege of
intimacy with God. We are entitled to
call our Father in heaven “Abba” (Gal.
4:6). “Abba” is an Aramaic word that is
equivalent to our English word “fa-
ther/dad.”
It also includes the privilege of

prayer, as the new believer has the
Holy Spirit in his heart, enabling him to

for Him to be able to bear the total guilt
and penalty of our sin (II Cor. 5:21).

Paul pointed out that God provided
the perfect timing for Christ’s coming.
God so controlled all circumstances
that His Son was born in the “fulness
of the time” (Gal. 4:4). Jesus did not
come too late or too soon. He came at
the perfect time—the time the Father
had set before the foundation of the
world.
What made the time “full?” Only the

Father can fully answer that question.
But we can observe from a human per-
spective some factors that made the
time of Jesus’ coming into the world
an ideal time.

One factor that made the time ideal
was the spread of the Greek culture
and language. The Roman Empire had
been a conduit to pipe a form of Greek
that was common to all in the Roman
world. That so many spoke Greek
made evangelism much easier. There
was little language barrier to hinder the
spread of the gospel.
Another factor that made the time

ripe was the decadence of Rome’s re-
ligions and the emptiness of Greek
philosophy. Romans worshipped a
plethora of gods. The emperor himself
was to be worshipped as divine. The
people were not getting what they
needed spiritually from their gods—
Caesar included. One of their “divine”
emperors, Nero, was a madman—and
everyone knew it. The likes of Nero
drove the populace away from confi-
dence in the Roman gods. If there ever
was a time when people were open to
a new message, it was at that time.
There were also some very practical

factors that made the time perfect for
the coming of Christ. Rome had built
an effective system of roads through-
out the empire. These made mission-
ary travels more widespread. 
Also, Rome’s great military might

had secured peace and relative safety
throughout their territory. This was
conducive to the spread of the gospel.

By the time of Christ, scattered
Jews had organized synagogues in
many cities throughout the empire.
These synagogues were visited by
traveling Christian missionaries who
proclaimed Jesus as the promised
Messiah of the Old Testament.
All of these factors contributed to

the “fulness of the time” (Gal. 4:4). The
coming of Christ was a masterpiece of
timing.
When God set forth His plan to pro-

vide our adoption, it would require a

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division



8

DURING the first week of Decem-
ber, Blessing Bags begin to ar-

rive. Parents usually carry the bags
into the building, but sometimes the
bags are carried by preschoolers, who
struggle with loads that weigh almost
as much as they do.
The bags pile up in the school office,

stacked against the wall and filing
cabinet. By mid-December, the pile is
spilling out the office door and into the
hallway. Each bright, red bag is filled
with shampoo bottles, baby powder,
toothbrushes, towels, and diapers.
Each is tied with a green ribbon and
bears a tag reading “For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith
the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not
of evil, to give you an expected end”
(Jer. 29:11).

The Blessing Bags are awaiting de-
livery to the New Directions shelter for
homeless women and children. The
organization provides temporary shel-

ter in times of crisis; helps the mothers
and their children move into perma-
nent housing; and provides ongoing
support through education and coun-
seling.
The women and their children can

stay in the shelter for only thirty days.
When they move into regular housing,
they usually have few possessions or
supplies. Every year, the students of
our church preschool and their fami-
lies provide for the needs of shelter
residents by filling “Blessing Bags”
with items like soap, toothpaste,
washcloths, and baby wipes.
At Christmas, we traditionally read

Luke’s account of Christ’s birth to our
students. We dramatize the journey of
the Magi, who traveled miles carrying
precious gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh for the newborn Jesus. We
instruct our students about God’s
great gift of salvation by quoting, “For
God so loved the world, that he gave

his only begotten Son, that whosoev-
er believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
We tell our students that we remember
God’s gift by giving gifts to others.
I believe that planning a service

proj ect with the involvement of the
children in mind and including them in
the process and execution of the ac-
tivity gives children a clear and mean-
ingful lesson about the importance of
charity and the power of God’s love.
Some may argue that Christmas is a

time when people are too busy to en-
gage in service projects. Actually,
Christmas is the perfect time to realize
the importance of helping others.
While our students’ families buy gifts
of new toys, books, and clothing for
their own children, we hope they re-
member that their Blessing Bags are
going to mothers who are grateful for
diapers and baby shampoo.
Serving others is important because

the Bible tells us that faith without
works is dead. God’s people know
that love without action is meaning-
less. James wrote, “Even so faith, if it
hath not works, is dead, being alone.
. . . For as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead
also” (Jas. 2:17, 26).
It is easy to talk about love. It is easy

to preach on charity and tell our stu-
dents to share and give. It is easy to
pray for others and wish for their
blessing while we retreat to our homes
for private parties and celebrations.
James added, “If a brother or sister

be naked, and destitute of daily food,
and one of you say unto them, Depart
in peace, be ye warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them not those
things which are needful to the body;
what doth it profit?” (Jas. 2:15-16).
The Bible tells us that love is active.

Charity requires work and effort. Com-
passion demands reaching out to ex-
press God’s love in true and tangible
ways. Our Lord said, “Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
. . . Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself” (Matt. 22:37, 39). Christians
are commanded to look for the needs
of others and to fill those needs when-
ever it is possible to do so.
Teachers should make time at

The Subject of Service
BY ELIZABETH SHULTZ

Blessing Bags ready for delivery
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sponsibility and ownership in the proj-
 ect. It teaches them initiative and con-
fidence in their abilities. It often seems
easier for adults to just do it them-
selves, but to do so eliminates much
of the lesson we are trying to teach our
students and disciples.
Throughout the service process,

continue to pray for the recipients of
your giving. Continue to discuss with
the children the status of the project
and your progress toward the goal.
Ask how they are feeling about their
actions, and discuss the insights the
Spirit reveals. Talk about the lessons
you are learning, and share ideas
about how you can continue to give.
Please remember your importance

as a role model to the students you
lead. Teach by demonstrating love for
others. Our Lord and Teacher gave His
greatest lesson at the Last Supper
when He said, “For I have given you an
example, that ye should do as I have
done to you” (John 13:15).

Be a model of commitment, encour-
agement, and enthusiasm to the chil-
dren you lead. Remember that “God
loveth a cheerful giver” (II Cor. 9:7). En-
courage the children to do their best
work, to be positive and patient, and to
show caring toward the recipients, who
are the focus of your activity.
If possible, allow the children to see

the results of their service and giving.
Last year, our school received a note
from one young woman who had re-
ceived a Blessing Bag. “Thank you for
the gift of baby shampoo,” the woman
wrote. “I was bathing my boys with
dish soap because that was all I had.”
Students can see letters like this and
know that their efforts have been re-
ceived and appreciated by others.

We must be grateful for the bless-
ings God has given us. We must be
thankful for the opportunity to share
God’s love with others and to grow in
the example and likeness of His Son.
Remember to give thanks that God
has enabled you to share His bless-
ings.
This Christmas we will read Luke’s

record of Jesus’ birth. We will recall the
journey of the Magi, who bore their
precious gifts for the world’s Saviour.
We can observe the progress of our
preschool students who struggle to
carry the heavy bags of supplies do-
nated for people in need. We will re-
member the truth of the Lord’s words
recorded in Acts 20:35: “It is more
blessed to give than to receive.” �

and can complete tasks like cleaning,
maintenance, and yard work. Of
course, adults should provide appro-
priate supervision and safety proce-
dures. Activities should always be
done in groups. With proper precau-
tions, older children can participate
safely and learn a great deal about
planning and organizing service proj-
 ects in the future.

Older children can be actively in-
volved by doing yard work for the eld-
erly and widows in the church family;
doing lawn care or groundskeeping for
the church facility; cleaning or repaint-
ing in the church building; doing
housework and cleaning for church
elderly; painting a house for a needy
family; organizing a caroling or music
program to entertain residents of re-
tirement and nursing homes; writing
letters to children in foster care; volun-
teering to visit and read or play games
with patients in a children’s hospital;
collecting or sewing blankets for dis-
aster relief organizations; or collecting
cases of bottled water to distribute at
community events.
Depending on the ages and under-

standing levels of the children in-
volved, please explain the project in a
way that is comfortable. The youngest
students cannot understand the cir-
cumstances of homeless single moth-
ers, but they can understand the idea
of giving gifts to people who have no
presents at Christmas. Of course, old-
er children can be given more details
and sometimes meet the recipients of
their giving.
When considering project choices,

please think about the logistics and
what will be needed to complete your
plans. Careful planning early in the
process will make the operation run
more smoothly. Make an outline, and
begin organizing your thoughts. De-
tails will vary widely depending on the
needs of the project, but please try to
involve children throughout as many
steps of the process as possible. Even
the youngest students can prepare
notes, signs, and posters for display in
the church building. Older students
can write entries for newsletters and
bulletins. Adults may need to assist
with tasks like managing financial re-
sources, organizing a schedule, and
providing transportation for deliveries.
However, adults should beware of

taking over and completing tasks that
could be done by the children. Allow-
ing students to work to the best of
their abilities gives them a sense of re-

Christmas to include their students in
the planning and completion of a proj-
 ect that serves the needs of their com-
munity. Active involvement in a service
project makes charity real and mean-
ingful to students. Activity moves the
abstract concept of love and blessing
into a concrete, personal experience
that does actual good for people who
are in need. Children should be al-
lowed and encouraged to participate
to the full extent of their ages and abil-
ities. Students will learn a sense of ac-
complishment and see the real power
of God working through His people.
When you decide to complete a

service project with your class, please
begin by praying and asking God’s
blessing on your work. Express your
wish that your work will always glorify
Him and reach His people in the way
that He desires. Ask for the guidance
and direction of the Holy Spirit in
choosing an appropriate service proj-
 ect opportunity. Pray for the people
who are in need of your assistance.
Discuss with students which service

project they would be interested in do-
ing. It is good to write a list of poten-
tial projects you could complete to-
gether. Please consider the needs of
your home church, the members of the
congregation, and the unique needs of
your community or city. Also remem-
ber to consider the ability levels of all
children who will participate. The list of
possible service opportunities is prac-
tically endless.

The youngest children can help col-
lect nonperishable food items for a
food pantry or shelter. Children can
help sort and box donations and
shelve items at the facil ity. The
youngest students can help by shop-
ping for materials, sorting and packing
bags of supplies, and helping to carry
supplies to the distribution sites.
Young children can help collect and

distribute winter clothes for communi-
ty shelters; new teddy bears and toys
for children’s hospitals; baby blankets
and diapers for women’s shelters; toi-
letries and hygiene supplies for the
homeless; hats and mittens for needy
children; books for local child-care
centers and schools; “shoebox gifts”
of small toys and personal items for
children in shelters or foster care; and
good-quality clothes and shoes for
thrift stores and church and communi-
ty centers.

Older children especially benefit
from more active roles. They are able
to do more physically demanding jobs
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DURING the month of February, 
Americans celebrate Presidents’

Day, which is set aside to honor two of
our nation’s most revered presidents,
George Washington and Abraham Lin-
coln. But to what degree should we
honor government leaders—in the
United States or elsewhere? To scat-
tered and persecuted believers, Peter
wrote, “Honour all men. Love the
brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the
king” (I Pet. 2:17).

At first, we might think that the final
admonition to honor the king has little
to do with us. After all, we live in a con-
stitutional republic; we have no king.
Christians, of course, believe “there is
another king, one Jesus” (Acts 17:7),
who will ultimately return as “KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Rev.
19:16). He alone deserves our homage
and obedience. So what about human
leaders such as presidents—do they
deserve our homage and obedience?
We are, in fact, citizens of two king-

doms, one earthly and the other heav-
enly. This means that we have certain
obligations regarding the kingdoms of
this world, as we are still residing in
this world.

But before we consider how we are
to honor political leaders in today’s
world, let us consider how things were
in biblical times.

THE OLD TESTAMENT PERIOD
In the earliest period of human his-

tory, government was primarily a fam-
ily affair, based on kinship and blood-
relationship. Before long, though, the
population grew sufficiently to allow
for the formation of communal gov-
ernments. How leaders were chosen
is not clear from the biblical record. In
all l ikelihood, those who either
usurped power by force or had natural
leadership abilities were formally or in-
formally chosen to lead cities and na-
tions. For many people, letting some-
one else take the lead is the easiest
route, as most folks are content to be
followers, not leaders.
In the patriarchal period there were

people identified as “kings” (cf. Gen.
14:1-2). Most of these individuals
would have ruled over a large city and
had extended influence over the vil-
lages near that city. In time, these large

cities grew into small nations and
some eventually into larger nations. As
reflected in the Bible and throughout
history, authority would often be
passed from father to son. Since lead-
ership ability is not necessarily an in-
herited trait, it was quite common for
a good king to pass his authority on to
a son who often ended up being a
leadership disaster.

Once the nation of Israel was estab-
lished, they were constituted a theoc-
racy, a nation under God. While men
like Moses and Joshua were national
leaders, they were not kings. The Lord
God was their King, and their laws
came directly from Him, given to
Moses on Sinai. There also seems to
have been some form of representa-
tive government through family, clan,
and tribal leaders.
With the death of Joshua and the

generation that followed him, Israel
entered into a very chaotic period, re-
flected in the book of Judges. “In
those days there was no king in Israel,
but every man did that which was right
in his own eyes” (Judg. 17:6). It was
then necessary for God to raise up
judges (2:16) to deliver them from the
oppression that their waywardness
had brought them into. While a strong
central government does not keep
people from sinning, good govern-
ment leaders tend to set the tone for
the nation.

As the period of the judges was
coming to a close, God raised up
Samuel to be the nation’s spiritual
leader. As a prophet, he was to call the
people back to their original covenant
responsibilities. Moreover, this would
be the role of the line of prophets that
followed him. Had Israel listened to
their prophets, no king would ever
have been necessary.
Since Samuel was not like the

world’s leaders, Israel cried out for a
king (I Sam. 8). The Israelites believed
that a political leader could deliver
them from all their problems. Sadly,
people still believe this today. Of
course we should cast our votes for
the mayoral, gubernatorial, or presi-
dential candidate who we believe will
best serve the city, state, or nation. As
history confirms, however, most elect-
ed officials fall short of the expecta-
tions of the people who voted them
into office. This is not to say that some
are not better than others, but the best
of men are men at best!
If Israel and Judah are any example,

there were only a handful of kings who
could be designated “good.” Even the
best kings of God’s chosen people had
faults and failures. They were neverthe-
less to be honored and respected.
One of the best examples of show-

ing respect to a failed king was when
David, who had already been selected
as Israel’s new king, spared King Saul

Honor the King
BY JOHN ALVA OWSTON, D.MIN.
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What, then, can Christians do to
“honour the king” (I Pet. 2:17), or in this
case, the president or, for that matter,
other political leaders?

First, we can sincerely pray for lead-
ers by name. We should pray that they
have wisdom and insight concerning
decisions to be made that affect us all.
If we believe that a leader is unsaved
or otherwise going astray, we can pray
that he will be brought to repentance.

Second, some of us can decide that
we are going to focus on the good
things our leaders do instead of on the
things we disagree with. Some Chris-
tians have said terrible things about
some government leaders that indi-
cate they probably hate them (cf. Matt.
5:43-44). To say such things is not just
wrong; it will also diminish our ability
to witness to people who take an op-
posite view of that particular leader.
Third, we can actually do something

to help our government and its lead-
ers. This might include volunteering to
work in a community agency that re-
ceives government funds to operate.
As a church or Sunday school class,
we could collect items to be sent to
members of the military or to those in
Veterans Affairs hospitals. Since the
president is America’s commander in
chief, this would indirectly honor him.
Fourth, we can better acquaint our-

selves with the religious history of the
United States of America. Christianity
played an important role in the colo-
nization of America and the founding
of the United States. Such things are
often ignored in teaching history in to-
day’s schools. Parents and grandpar-
ents need to make sure that children
know about our Christian heritage.
Those of us who are older know that
the world we live in is not the world we
grew up in. If the tide is not turned, the
United States will follow in the foot-
steps of Europe’s rejection of their
Christian heritage. While a significant
percentage of Americans still profess
to be Christians and attend church,
the numbers seem to be decreasing.
If a genuine spiritual revival is not

forthcoming in America, dark days lie
ahead for us (Jer. 18:7-10). No nation
can turn its back on God and survive
(Ps. 9:17; Prov. 14:34). As Scripture
declares, “If my people, which are
called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my
face, and turn from their wicked ways;
then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their
land” (II Chron. 7:14). �

THE PRESENT SITUATION
If early Christians could be enjoined

to honor, pay taxes to, and pray for a
government headed by a despot like
Nero, should we not do the same for a
government like ours? To do so is not
an endorsement of every government
policy or leader; it is simply the right
thing to do as Christian citizens.
The way Americans approach some

of these issues might be quite different
from that of believers in other parts of
the world, however. In some places,
the governments are openly hostile to
the Christian faith, jailing, torturing,
and even murdering believers. Al-
though the American government is
becoming increasingly hostile toward
followers of Christ, it is not yet acting
in the same manner as found else-
where.
One of the ongoing debates among

Christians is whether the United
States could be called a Christian na-
tion. Some assert that America was
once a Christian nation but is no more.
Others conclude that the United
States was never a Christian nation,
for that would have required an ex-
plicitly christian civil order, a concept
that was rejected by the founding fa-
thers when they declared in the First
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution,
“Congress shall make no law respect-
ing an establishment of religion.”
Involved in this discussion is the con-

cept of separation of church and state—
which, in the opinion of some, is a mis-
understanding of what the founders
intended. It is clear from both the words
and the actions of the founding fathers
that they did not intend the United
States to be antireligious or that there
could be no cooperation between
church and state. Of course, we do not
want the government telling the church
what to do or vice versa.
As history shows, however, the ma-

jority of American government leaders
have professed to be Christians.
Whether they were actually true be-
lievers is another matter (cf. II Tim.
2:19). That some politicians have be-
friended Christian leaders, hosted
prayer breakfasts, quoted the Bible in
speeches, or concluded addresses
with “God bless America” should not
be taken as the final word. In this re-
gard, actions speak louder than
words. But even if we doubt the sin-
cerity of a political leader, we should
still pray for and honor him, as Scrip-
ture directs us. 

when he had an opportunity to kill him
(I Sam. 24:1-15). This shows us that
David honored the office of king be-
cause Saul had been chosen by God.
This should be a lesson to us when we
do not like our current political leaders.
We may think that they are ill-prepared
for the office they occupy or that the
decisions they have made are incor-
rect, even immoral. Even so, we must
honor them for the office they hold. In
God’s sovereign plan, they will be re-
moved at the proper time (cf. Dan.
2:21, 37; 4:25, 32).

THE NEW TESTAMENT ERA
When we get to the time of Christ and

the early church, the political situation
had changed radically. Rome ruled the
known world. Regional kings—like the
members of the Herod dynasty—oper-
ated under Roman oversight. Except
for those who had a vested interest in
Roman rule, the average citizen in the
New Testament period likely had little
respect for his political rulers, who were
neither chosen by the people nor par-
ticularly concerned about the average
man’s plight. Moreover, there were no
government programs to meet the
kinds of expectations we take for grant-
ed today.
The above scenario likely made Je-

sus’ admonition “Render therefore
unto Caesar the things which are Cae-
sar’s” (Matt. 22:21) and Paul’s instruc-
tions concerning good citizenship
(Rom. 13:1-7) somewhat radical.
As Paul wrote to the believers in the

imperial city of Rome, he made it clear
that the very concept of government is
ordained by God. This does not mean
that a particular form of government is
inherently better than another. Corrup-
tion can be found in monarchies and
democracies.

Even though we may disagree with
the way tax money is being used in our
nation, we still have an obligation in
this regard (Rom. 13:6-7). This is one
way we “honour the king” (I Pet. 2:17).
Even after the Apostle Paul had been
beaten and imprisoned by Roman au-
thorities, he called upon Timothy to
exhort the church to pray “for kings,
and for all that are in authority” (I Tim.
2:2). Interestingly, the emperor then
occupying the Roman throne was the
infamous Nero. Not only was Nero a
crazed maniac; he was also an enemy
of the Christian faith. Before his sui-
cide, Nero had Christians tortured in
horrendous ways.
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INTRODUCTION
The people called “Hittites” are

mentioned many times in the Old Tes-
tament. They appear as early as the
time of Abraham (Gen. 15:20; 23:3-20)
and as late as David (II Sam. 11) and
Solomon (I Kings 11:1). Most often,
they are named among the enemies of
the Israelites (Deut. 7:1; Josh. 3:10),
but occasionally they appear as trust-
ed allies (I Sam. 26:6; II Sam. 23:39).

During the patriarchal period (ap-
proximately 2100–1900 B.C.), Hittites
occupied the central hill country of Ju-
dah. They were especially concentrat-
ed around Hebron. However, at the
time of Joshua and the conquest, there
apparently were numerous pockets of
Hittites throughout Palestine.

But, who exactly were these people,
and from where had they come? Until
the end of the nineteenth century and
the beginning of the twentieth, the
Bible was the only source of informa-
tion about this people group. No an-
cient secular record was known to re-
fer to the Hittites. But all that changed
when persistent archaeologists un-
covered what proved to be one of the
great empires of the ancient world in
Anatolia/Asia Minor (modern Turkey).

In his book Prophets, Idols, and Dig-
gers: Scientific Proof of Bible History
(Bobbs-Merrill), John Elder explained it
this way: “One of the striking confirma-
tions of Bible history to come from the
science of archaeology is the ‘recovery’
of the Hittite peoples and their empires.
Here is a people whose name appears
again and again in the Old Testament,
but who in secular history had been
completely forgotten and whose very
existence was considered to be ex-
tremely doubtful . . . until the investiga-
tions of modern archeologists, the Hit-
tites remained a shadowy and undefined
people . . . [However,] clay tablets found
in Assyria and Egypt give us our first pic-
ture of the Hittites and their way of life.” 

BIBLICAL HITTITES AND THE
“HATTI”
Unfolding the mystery of the Hittite

people’s origin and history began
around 1871 with monuments and ar-

tifacts discovered at Carchemish in
Syria. Subsequently, in 1876, Oxford
Assyriologist A. H. Sayce presented a
stunning paper to London’s Society of
Biblical Archaeology. In his paper,
Sayce attributed certain as-yet unde-
cipherable hieroglyphic inscriptions
from Hamath and Aleppo in Syria (and
from sites in southern Turkey as well)
to the biblical Hittites.
“In 1879,” added Fred H. Wight,

“[Sayce] visited the Near East and in
1880 he read another paper to the ar-
chaeologists, asserting that the Hit-
tites had lived in the mountainous
country north of Mesopotamia and
also in all of Asia Minor” (Highlights of
Archaeology in Bible Lands, Moody).
Furthermore, according to Joseph P.
Free, Sayce “identified the Hittites of
the Bible with the mysterious Hatti of
the monuments, and published his
‘Story of a Forgotten Empire’” in 1892
(Archaeology and Bible History, Zon-
dervan).
Opposition to Sayce’s thesis was

not long in coming. However, re -
nowned archaeologist William F. Al-
bright voiced his clear support for
Sayce’s findings. He wrote, “In 1871
some inscriptions in a previously un-
known type of hieroglyphic script were
discovered at Hamath in Syria, and
eight years later A. H. Sayce identified
the script with that of inscriptions al-
ready known from Asia Minor.” Al-
bright added that although “applying
the term ‘Hittite’ to all of the Bible was
doubted by many, it has proved to be
correct” (Recent Discoveries in Bible
Lands, Funk and Wagnalls). But the
most significant discovery of all was
soon to come.

THE HITTITE LANGUAGE
DISCOVERED
In 1904, Theodor Makridi Bey of the

Ottoman Museum in Constantinople
(now called Istanbul) received a tablet
inscribed with an unusual type of
cuneiform writing. Makridi sent the
tablet to cuneiform expert Dr. Hugo
Winckler at Berlin University. The pro-
fessor joined Makridi in Constantino-
ple, and the two men proceeded to the
tablet’s discovery site—ancient ruins

at the village of Boghazkoy in north
central Turkey.
The discovery of another 34 tablets

led to excavation of the site from 1906
to 1912 under the auspices of the Ger-
man Oriental Society and the German
Archaeological Institute. Winckler and
Makridi directed the project with
tremendous success. They uncovered
a total of more than 10,000 tablets and
fragments. Archaeologist Aharon
Kem pinski noted “Most of [the
cuneiform tablets] were written in un-
derstandable Akkadian, but some
were written in [a] still undeciphered
language” (“Hittites in the Bible: What
Does Archaeology Say?” Biblical Ar-
chaeology Review, September/Octo-
ber, 1979).
Based on the Akkadian tablets

alone, the archaeologists realized that
they had discovered the great capital
of the Hittite Empire. Known today as
Boghazkoy (100 miles east of Ankara),
the Hittites called their capital “Hat-
tusa.” The newly discovered tablets
also confirmed what Egyptian inscrip-
tions had already revealed—that to the
Hittites, they lived in the land of “Hat-
ti” (Kempinski).
With the death of Winckler in 1913,

decipherment of the tablets written in
an unknown language fell to Bedrich
Hrozny, a young Czechoslovakian
scholar. An understanding of the Hit-
tite language (as it is now called)
opened the door to an even greater
understanding of the Hittite civiliza-
tion. As one source explained, “This
archive library includes a wide variety
of materials, including letters, military
instructions and laws. In addition, Hit-
tite prayer and ritual texts reveal a
great deal about their religion” (Kaiser
and Garrett, eds., “Anatolia and the
Hittites,” NIV Archaeological Study
Bible, Zondervan).

PRE-EMPIRE HATTIAN HISTORY
Indo-European peoples rolled into

Anatolia in waves, probably via the
Dardanelles and presumably begin-
ning around 2300 B.C. These non-Se-
mitic people established and lived in
city-states for a considerable length of
time (throughout the patriarchal peri-

The Hittites: 
Forgotten Empire of the Ancient World

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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Aegean Sea, and from the Pontus
Mountains in northern Anatolia to
southern Lebanon.”
In summarizing the Hittites’ impact

on their world, DeVries wrote: “In ad-
dition to shaping the history of Anato-
lia, they left an indelible mark on the
entire ancient Near East through es-
tablishing one of the most powerful
empires in the ancient world. During
the Hittite empire the land of Anatolia
was the homeland of one of the two
major forces in the ancient Near
East—the other being Egypt” (Cities of
the Biblical World, Hendrickson).

While the Israelites counted Pales-
tinian Hittites among their Canaanite
enemies, they were unmolested by
Anatolian Hittite forces. Vos conclud-
ed, “Apparently the Hittites of the
Kingdom and Empire periods had no
contacts with the Hebrews, but
Joshua was aware of the existence of
the Hittite Empire (Josh. 1:4).”

COLLAPSE AND CONCLUSION
The beginning of the twelfth centu-

ry saw the collapse of the Anatolian
Hittite empire. Did invading newcom-
ers or prolonged drought overcome
them? Or is the truth expressed by
Kempinski. “What the archaeologist
possesses are the silent remains of the
destruction of the Hittite cities in Ana-
tolia, probably a result of internal re-
volts of indigenous Anatolian people
against their Hittite overlords.”
However, in the aftermath of the

Anatolian Hittite calamity, Hittite cities
and culture in northern Syria began to
flourish as northern Hittites migrated
south. During what is called the Neo-
Hittite Period, major Hittite city-states
developed, chief among which was
Carchemish. Vos stated that “Neo-Hit-
tites of the post-Empire period [like
Uriah; II Sam. 11:3] turned up in Pales-
tine in David’s day.”
In his final evaluation of the archae-

ological findings related to the people
called “Hittites,” Wight declared:
“Now the Bible picture of this people
fits in perfectly with what we know of
the Hittite nation from the monuments.
As an empire they never conquered
the land of Canaan itself, although Hit-
tite local tribes did settle there at an
early date. Nothing discovered by the
excavators has in any way discredited
the Biblical account. Scripture accura-
cy has once more been proved by the
archaeologists.” �

settled along the Halys River in central
Turkey.

Howard Vos wrote of this period,
“Presumably it was the Hattic or non-
Indo-European peoples of Asia Minor
who figured in the early history of the
Old Testament and even filtered down
into southern Palestine [perhaps for
commercial purposes], one of them
selling the cave of Machpelah to Abra-
ham as a burial place for Sarah (Gen.
23)” (Archaeology in Bible Lands,
Moody).

FOUNDING OF THE HITTITE
NATION

Perhaps around 1800 B.C., the Indo-
European newcomers in Anatolia had
consolidated the smaller kingdoms of
the Hattians and thus founded the
“Hittite” nation. Subsequently, this
Indo-European Hittite nation reached
the pinnacle of its power and influence
between 1600 B.C. and 1200 B.C., dur-
ing the Old Kingdom Period (1600–
1400 B.C.) and the New Kingdom/Em-
pire Period (1400–1200 B.C.). In these
two eras, the size of the Hittite domain
was greatly increased. According to
Kempinski, as a result of the efforts of
Hittite king Suppiluliuma I (about
1380–1350 B.C.), “the empire extend-
ed from northern Mesopotamia to the

od). Eventually, however, they began
to dominate and absorb the indige-
nous Hattians—from whom their
name, “Hittite,” was derived.
Eminent Bible scholar F. F. Bruce

stated that the “legacy [of the Hatti] is
clearly traceable in Hittite art and reli-
gion and in divine and royal names and
titles. With the spread of the Hittite
empire the designation ‘Hittite’ was
extended to the peoples and lands
which it incorporated” (Douglas, ed.,
“Hittites,” The Illustrated Bible Diction-
ary, Tyndale).

Proof of an Indo-European-Hattian
connection is evident in the decipher-
ment of the Hittite language. Kempin-
ski explained, “The key to the deci-
pherment was the realization that the
Hittite language was Indo-European,
one of that vast family of languages
spoken today from America to India,
rather than a Semitic language like
most of the languages of the Middle
East.”
The earliest era in the development

of Hittite history (the Hattic Period,
pre-1800 B.C.) relates to the time of the
indigenous Hatti, or Hattians. These
people were evidently among the
“children of Heth” (Gen. 23:5, 7, 10),
Canaan’s second son (Gen. 10:15). In
the mid-third millennium B.C., they first
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SEVERAL years ago, one of the re-
ligious publishing houses pro-

duced a line of collectible “Pastor’s
Cards,” designed to compete with the
highly successful baseball and foot-
ball cards that flood the market every
season. Apparently, sales were not
very significant. They disappeared al-
most as quickly as they had come on
the market.

The cards included dates of ministry
and pulpits occupied, as well as the ti-
tle of a famous sermon. Maybe they
would have sold better if other statis-
tics had been included—things like at-
tendance records and the largest
amount of money raised in a single of-
fering. Maybe someone needed to
start a Super Church Hall of Fame so
people would know when the rookie
cards they held had achieved their ul-
timate value.

It is not unusual to see such statis-
tics concerning Christian leaders,
even if they are not on trading cards.
People love to talk about the most gift-
ed, the most influential, and the most
effective Christian leaders. The stan-
dards by which such evaluations are
made often include items such as
membership size, books published,
and honorary degrees awarded.
There should be a means of evalu-

ating Christian leadership, for effective
leadership is a key to the success of
any ministry. Paul found it necessary
to identify in a letter to the church in
Corinth the principles of leadership
that motivated his ministry. They were

evaluating leaders in some of the
same ways people choose their fa-
vorites today. Some elevated Apollos
to prominence because of his elo-
quence. Others followed Peter be-
cause he was one of them, a fellow
Jew. One faction even claimed Christ
as their leader, because that made
them superior to those who were sim-
ply following men.
Paul began I Corinthians 4 with the

words “Let a man so account of us.”
He told them exactly how a man
should be judged, sharing the stan-
dard God applies to all Christian lead-
ership.
The first requirement for Christian

leadership involves being personally
answerable to Christ. Paul used the
phrase “ministers of Christ” (I Cor. 4:1).
A minister, or servant, aided another
and took instructions from the one he
served. He was not in charge but was
responsible to a boss or master. Paul
was emphasizing the fact that a minis-
ter takes his orders from only one place.
He answers only to Christ. No matter
what organization pays his salary, his
boss is still the Lord Jesus Christ.
The second requirement for Chris-

tian leadership involves being a
trustee of the truth of God. Paul’s
wording here is “stewards of the mys-
teries of God” (I Cor. 4:1). A steward in
a Greek household was someone who
had been given the responsibility of
administering the property or affairs of
an owner. He managed everything but
did not own anything.

The “property” that a Christian
leader has been given to administer is
the revelation of God in His Word.
Those who lead and those who follow
must always remember that each per-
son will answer to God for the way he
handles the Word of God. If a person
is faithful to the Scriptures, it should
not matter whether he has the elo-
quence of Apollos, the logical rhetoric
of Paul, or the impetuous faith of Pe-
ter. He should be evaluated on the ba-
sis of faithfulness to the Word.
Once the basis for leadership eval-

uation has been established, it be-
comes evident that faithfulness to God
and His Word is the standard for every
Christian leader. It also becomes plain
that when judging faithfulness, it is
only the judgment of God that matters,
not that of men.
Paul went on to describe three types

of evaluations leaders face. Every per-
son who assumes a position of lead-
ership will be judged by others. Paul
knew this and clearly stated that what
others thought of him did not matter
(cf. I Cor. 4:2). There were many who
loved Paul and many who hated him.
He was accused of not being able to
get along with anyone. Some appar-
ently criticized him for calling himself
an apostle when he did not belong to
the original Twelve.
Even though he heard these things

and reacted to them at times, they
were not really important when com-
pared to what God knew about him.
He was not a servant of men but of
God. He was not a steward of man’s
word but of the Word of God.
Every Christian leader will have crit-

ics. If a person allows criticism to turn
him away from loyalty to Christ or alle-
giance to the Word, then the approval
of men, rather than the approval of
God, has become the standard. Criti-
cism will drive the faithful leader back
to a determination to serve Christ and
His truth above all.
The second type of judgment that

Paul determined to avoid was self-
judgment. “I judge not mine own self”
(I Cor. 4:3), he told the Corinthians.
Every Christian leader struggles with
the tendency of the flesh toward self-
justification. Often this increases be-
cause of the existence of criticism

Principles of Christian Leadership
BY ROBERT A. ALLEN
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The people in Corinth prided them-
selves on the fact that they had been
taught by the eloquent Apollos and
had never heard another preacher
who could measure up to him. Some
took pride in their ethnic connection
with Peter, thinking it made them bet-
ter than the Gentile believers, who had
no such family connection. Paul re-
fused to be part of any such faction.

Instead, Paul drew the picture of a
great Roman triumphal procession. At
the beginning of the parade marched
all of the great ones, the victors and
the kings. They were acclaimed as the
leaders of men, and they certainly
agreed with that evaluation and
thought highly of themselves as well.
They had nothing but contempt for
those who followed. Paul told the
Corinthians that they were there in the
front of the parade. That is where they
saw themselves even though the truth
was that they did not have anything
that had not been given to them by the
grace of God.

In contrast, Paul was on display at
the end of the procession, among the
slaves. He appeared to men as weak,
hungry, thirsty, and homeless. He in-
cluded in that company not only him-
self but also the other apostles—the
very ones the Corinthians were nam-
ing their factions after. They were the
“fools for Christ’s sake” (I Cor. 4:10).

The kings at the front of a triumphal
parade did not bring the greatest hon-
or to the One who was the Victor. The
slaves at the end were the demonstra-
tion of His power and might. The con-
quered ones who had become his ser-
vants were really the ones who
showed His greatness. To Paul, it was
not those who prided themselves on
all they had done for God who were
the true Christian leaders. Rather, the
humble men and women who saw
themselves as servants and stayed
faithful to the Word of God were the
ones who truly exemplified what it
meant to be Christ’s ministers.
Christ Himself gave voice to this

principle when He heard His disciples
arguing about who would be consid-
ered the greatest. “If any man desire to
be first,” He told them, “the same shall
be last of all, and servant of all” (Mark
9:35). He was not saying that the one
who sought first place would move to
the end of the line; instead, He was
saying that the one at the end of the
line, the servant, would be considered
in first place by God. That is the prin-
ciple of Christian leadership. �

At the conclusion of a symphony
concert, two stagehands were ob-
served applauding wildly. People
seated nearby were impressed, think-
ing that those who worked at the con-
cert hall must have some idea of how
wonderful this concert had been. But
then someone heard one of them
whisper to the other, “Keep clapping.
One more encore, and we are on over-
time.” Motives matter.

Some people want to establish
standards for Christian leadership so
that they can criticize those in the pub-
lic eye who do not measure up to their
expectations. God’s purpose is entire-
ly different. When He reveals motives
and lays out all the circumstances,
“then shall every man have praise of
God” (I Cor. 4:5). What a great state-
ment! Those who are the servants of
Christ and stewards of the Word, no
matter what people say about them,
will have praise from God. He sets the
standard, and He is the One who will
give out the honors.

There are some very practical appli-
cations of this passage when we start
considering the matter of principles of
Christian leadership. One of them is
simply that we should not elevate the
status of one man over that of others.
Do not take pride in one man to the ex-
clusion of the rest of God’s ministers.
People who worship heroes in today’s
church often discover that it leads
them into the difficult position of
choosing sides between those who all
have the praise of God.

The second principle we should
learn from these verses is not to de-
spise others. It seems that it is impos-
sible for us to choose one man to fol-
low without eventually disliking those
who do not honor him as fervently as
we have chosen to do. If a person
chooses one man to like, he will usu-
ally end up choosing other men to dis-
like. Paul called that being “puffed up
for one against another” (I Cor. 4:6).
A person’s position of leadership in

the church is ultimately a gift from
God. It may be a result of spiritual gift-
edness that qualifies that person for
leadership. It may be the result of
training that God has allowed a person
to receive. It may even happen simply
because a person is in the right place
at the right time. But no matter what
the reason, God is the One who places
His people in areas of ministry. When
we truly understand that principle, any
pride or boasting in ministerial suc-
cess disappears.

from others. But as Paul reminded us
in another passage (cf. II Cor. 10:12),
as long as we measure our success by
our own standards, we will come out
looking good.
If I am the academic standard by

which I measure academic achieve-
ment, I will always be at the top of the
class. Self-deception is just as possi-
ble in leadership positions as trying to
deceive others whom we want to im-
press. It is important not to put your-
self in charge of evaluating your own
ministry. We are no better in judging
than those who are determined to find
fault and criticize.

The third type of judgment is the
only one that should prevail. God is the
only one qualified to judge, and Paul
was thankful for that—“he that judgeth
me is the Lord” (I Cor. 4:4).

God enjoys two great advantages
when it comes to evaluating leader-
ship. He is absolutely superior to us in
His knowledge of the circumstances.
As Paul put it, He will “bring to light the
hidden things” (I Cor. 4:5). Try as we
might, we will never know the entire
story behind a criticism or an evil re-
port we hear about someone. Only
God knows all of the circumstances
perfectly.
To illustrate this truth to high school

students, the story was told of the
gossip who reported that a certain girl
had left a party with a boy and was not
seen again the entire evening. What
the gossip did not report was that the
boy was her brother and that they
went straight home. Some rumors that
circulate about Christian leaders often
have little more truth to them than the
words of that gossip.
God is also able to judge rightly be-

cause He is able to discern our motives.
He will “make manifest the counsels of
the hearts” (I Cor. 4:5). It is extremely
difficult to go back and recreate all the
circumstances so that you know exact-
ly how something occurred and how it
was handled. But even if that were pos-
sible, we would not know the motives
of those who were involved.
It is possible for a person to appear

to be serving God and His Word when
in truth it is being done with an ulterior
motive. On the other hand, it is possi-
ble for a deed that some consider un-
caring to be done from the purest of
motives. We assume that we know and
understand what motivates people, but
the truth is that we have a hard time dis-
cerning even our own motives. Only
God knows the motives of the heart.
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EVERYDAY, children are praying, 
heads bent over, hands folded,

mouths forming the words to begin a
relationship with Jesus. According to
a Barna Group study, “two out of
three born again Christians made that
commitment before their 18th birth-
day” (“Evangelism Is Most Effective
Among Kids,” www.barna.org). It is
important to ask ourselves, then, how
we can effectively teach and reach
children within this window of oppor-
tunity so that they respond and come
to Christ. There are several elements,
tools, and strategies to better equip
ourselves and maximize our efforts.
The first element is prayer. Pray for

a fresh opening from God to reach
children with an unchanging message
in a culture that is constantly chang-
ing. The Holy Spirit will give insight and
direction on how to best communicate
God’s truths. “When he, the Spirit of
truth, is come, he will guide you into all
truth” (John 16:13).

Through prayer, we can intercede
for the children to whom we minister,
bringing our requests to an all-know-
ing, all-powerful God who sees each
one of their needs. We have gifts and
abilities, but it is His transforming work
that will have a divine impact. “No man
can come to me,” John 6:44 says, “ex-
cept the Father which hath sent me
draw him: and I will raise him up at the
last day.” We are unable to convince
children to receive God’s gift of eternal
life unless He draws them. So we must
pray!
Next, keep in mind that ministering

to kids is not always neat and tidy.
Many children today are growing up
in broken families or difficult environ-
ments where there may be less at-
tentiveness to their needs. I still re-
member the condit ion of  some
children who attended the rural
church where my father was pastor.
They rarely had a bath, their hair was
matted, and their  c lothing was
ragged. Additionally, they did not un-
derstand the dynamics of church or
how they were to behave. It was far
from neat and tidy, but we all sat side
by side, eagerly l istening to the
teacher tell us about Jesus.
In the nineteenth century, Dwight L.

Moody had an ongoing outreach to

children. “Moody . . . wandered the
streets (of Chicago) to find young boys
to bring to his Sunday School class.
He had a passion for saving souls and
determined never to let a day pass
without telling someone the gospel of
Jesus Christ” (Severance and Graves,
“Dwight L. Moody Was Converted,”
www.christianity.com).

The Reverend John Wilbur Chap-
man conveyed in his book The Life and
Work of Dwight Lyman Moody (Uni-
versal) that one of Moody’s classes 
consisted of “eighteen ragamuffins . . .
dirty, unkempt, many of them barefoot
. . . each had a soul to save.” Those in-
vited were not accustomed to coming
to church, and at times the group was
rowdy, but Moody never stopped invit-
ing them and “soon had his room over-
flowing with barbarians.”
Moody was so passionate about the

souls of children that he once said, “If
I could relive my life, I would devote my
entire ministry to reaching children 
for God” (www.prayforrevival
.wordpress.com/category/d-l-moo
dy/). Whomever God brings, teach
and reach them for Christ.
Third, show love and kindness.

Christ was a wonderful example of this
as He urged the little ones to come to
Him. In Matthew 19:14, Jesus ex-
pressed His love and acceptance of
children, validating and even defend-
ing them to the disciples. He said,
“Suffer little children, and forbid them
not, to come unto me: for of such is the
kingdom of heaven.”
Teach as if Jesus were in the class-

room, listening and holding some on
His knee. As we communicate that
same love, they will recognize Jesus in
our lives and hopefully desire to have
a relationship with Him too. John
13:35 reminds us, “By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if
ye have love one to another.”
Fourth, be creative. What new and

fresh ideas will God give you? Each
week while growing up, my little pri-
mary-age body was squished be-
tween other classmates on tiny,
wooden chairs. For what seemed like
hours during children’s church, the
teacher presented a lengthy, scripted
lesson.

There was little creativity; yet this

no-squirm zone suddenly became in-
spiring when, on occasion, a teacher
would use flannelgraph. How exciting
it was to see all the Bible characters
lined up at the bottom of the board,
waiting to be positioned at the appro-
priate time during the story! Even bet-
ter was when we got to assist her in
placing those figures. I found myself
wanting to be like Esther and have her
kind of trust and confidence in God, or
like Tabitha, who showed love and
kindness toward the saints in Joppa.
Creativity nurtures learning.
While it is great to use methods that

have been successful for years, like
flannelgraph, implement new tools.
Create games, group projects, or out-
door activities, and use technology to
teach and reach children for Christ.
There are many resources online.
Adapt them to help solidify the mes-
sage you are conveying through the
Bible stories.
One creative way to teach and reach

children is to use “hubs.” Similar to a
hubcap on a wheel, the Word of God
is at the center and extends into four
areas or settings that include a Bible
story, Bible memory, sing ing/prayer,
and activity. The kids in your Sunday
school or children’s church spend an
equal amount of time rotating through
the settings. Use innovative, creative
aids that focus on the main theme or
Bible story.
There can be flexibility as you deter-

mine what will work for the number of
children who attend. If you have fewer
teachers available, use fewer hubs,
and combine activities so the students
still get each experience. If possible,
even when there is a shortage of lead-
ers, move the children from one room
to another with the same teacher(s) to
give them a new environment and ele-
ment of anticipation.
Fifth, focus on how a child learns.

Each person has a unique learning
style by which he best comprehends
information. Visual learners learn by
seeing, auditory learners by hearing,
and tactile learners by doing. Recog-
nize and find ways to incorporate
these styles into your lessons. For ex-
ample, auditory learners would do
well with reader’s theater. Using this
tool, several children take portions of

Teaching and Reaching Children
BY SHARON SETZER



WINTER QUARTER 2015-16 17

ter putting their objects in the egg,
they gathered back together to open
them and explain what they had
found. Inside the first one was a
flower. Everyone oohed and aahed at
the symbol of new life. In another was
a butterfly. “Beautiful,” the girls said.
Another egg was opened to reveal a
rock.
When the teacher opened the last

one, there was nothing inside. The
children began to complain that some-
one had not done what the teacher
asked. Suddenly, the teacher felt a tug
on his shirt and found Philip looking up
at him. “It’s mine. I did it. It’s empty. I
have new life because the tomb is
empty.” Everyone in the class was qui-
et. Those few moments changed the
hearts of the children, and they all be-
came friends.

The following summer, Philip died of
an infection. At his funeral, nine boys
and girls tromped up the aisle and left
a small token on the casket. Each one
left an empty egg—a symbol that
Philip was now truly experiencing new
life (Gray, ed., Stories for the Heart,
Multnomah). The teacher had commu-
nicated effectively and provided valu-
able learning for all of the students in
the class, including Philip, the one with
special needs.
Finally, make the most of your op-

portunities. In a Sunday school or chil-
dren’s church situation, you have been
given thirty to ninety minutes. Wherev-
er you are in your lesson, cultivate the
planned or spontaneous opportunities
God gives. This is what I picture hap-
pening in Deuteronomy 6:6-7: “These
words, which I command thee this
day, shall be in thine heart: and thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of them when
thou sittest . . . walkest . . . liest down,
and . . . risest up.” You cannot always
script powerful learning moments. Be
willing to adjust your plans and to al-
low for the unexpected, making the
most of your time.
Whether you are reaching out to the

children in your church or community,
planning special Easter and Christmas
events, or using your gifts as a plat-
form to mentor or teach skills, the win-
dow of opportunity is open! Because
people like you are teaching and
reaching children with the message of
Jesus Christ, we will hear them pray-
ing—heads bent over and hands fold-
ed—mouths forming the words to be-
gin a relationship with Jesus. �

teaching. Our communication should
be clear and age appropriate. If some
have special needs, take that into
consideration as you plan. Open the
lesson with something that the chil-
dren can relate to and that captures
their attention. Bill Foster, Michael
Walker and Kim Hyunsook Song
wrote in their book A Beginning
Teaching Portfolio Handbook: Docu-
menting and Reflecting on Your Pro-
fessional Growth and Abilities (Pren-
tice Hall )  that a teacher should
“present [his] subject area from multi-
ple perspectives . . . using powerful
analogies, illustrations, examples,
and demonstration.” Jesus did this
when He taught with parables. They
were rich with illustrations and analo-
gies while delivering important, life-
changing messages.

Radio broadcaster Paul Harvey told
the story of a nine-year-old boy in a
Sunday school class of eight-year-
olds. These third graders did not wel-
come Philip—not because he was old-
er but because he was different. He
had Down syndrome.
One day around Easter, the primary

teacher gathered his class and
brought some large plastic eggs for
them. It was a beautiful spring day, so
he took the children outside to find
items that represented “new life.” Af-

the Bible story and read it aloud, re-
sulting in enhanced learning through
hearing.
Visual learners do best with some

sort of visual like flannelgraph or a
Bible story handout with pictures.
That is why I especially enjoyed the
flannelgraph lessons. I visualized
what was happening and thought
about the story in my mind. Signing
songs and verses  is great for the tac-
tile learner, as is putting puzzles to-
gether or using their hands to create
or cut things out.

In our children’s church recently, a
new preschooler joined his older
brother and sister in their elementary
class. The child was given a coloring
sheet to keep him engaged while the
teacher taught the older group. When
she asked the class a question, there
was barely a response.
Surprisingly, the little guy coloring

quietly, seemingly unaware of any-
thing else, suddenly put down the
crayon, answered the question, and
then continued to work on his picture.
Find ways to integrate the learning
styles into your lessons—it is surpris-
ing how much a child can absorb while
listening and doing something cre-
ative.
Next, communicate in a way that

will help children grasp what you are
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SOME recent reports have indicat-
ed that many millennials are

leaving the church. Could it be that
we are not coming across to them as
authentic and genuine? It may be
that we lack the passion ourselves
and do not come across as Chris-
tians who believe their own mes-
sage. It could also be that we Chris-
tians are too uptight and longfaced
and thus do not come across to
those who are searching as people
who have something valuable to
share. True faith in our Lord Jesus
must be uplifting.
When one thinks of the word “up-

tight,” one conjures up images of
someone who is inflexible and rigid in
his faith and in his views on life and
therefore in his behavior. We all have
known people like that. They do not
often come across to others as
friendly. In fact, it is quite likely that
they sometimes smack of self-right-
eousness, which very often tends to
turn people away. Consequently,
they do not have many close friends,
either.
On the other hand, uplifting Chris-

tians are those who are not self-cen-
tered but are outgoing and look out for
the welfare of others. When we talk
with such people, we receive a bless-
ing from them. They are far from self-
centered. For them, the church is a
place to bless others. Jesus had con-
stant battles with the religious people
of His day because they followed the
law strictly in outer regulations but
failed to show love in their hearts
(Matt. 23:23).

Uptight Christians are usually strong
in their beliefs but legalistic in their prac-
tice. They lack the joy that is to be found
in following our Lord Jesus. One won-

ders what has happened with these
folks concerning what Paul shared with
the Philippian believers about rejoicing
at all times. Philippians was written while
he was sitting in a cold and clammy jail
cell, possibly in stocks that clamped his
feet to the floor! Paul experienced a faith
that rejuvenated him in difficult circum-
stances.
Jesus is the very opposite of some-

one with a legalistic and uptight faith.
Jesus knew how to find joy, as was ev-
ident in His interaction with children. I
once saw a painting of our Lord that
had His head thrown back in laughter.
As Christians, we do not often depict
that kind of infectious joy that stems
from what we believe. Gratitude and
contentment are two factors that will
lead us into that kind of faith. As we
look back at our lives, it is amazing
how our Lord has led us  through many
difficulties (cf. I Sam. 7:18).
We sometimes forget that we can

appreciate the good times better after
we have learned to walk joyfully
through the wilderness. I often tell my
students in my Christian university
classroom, “The pathway to the Prom-
ised Land is always through the wilder-
ness.” I quickly add, “Some take
eleven days, while others take forty
years!” How we act during our tough,
dry days is the clear indicator of
whether our faith is uptight or uplifting.
It is in the desert that we learn to trust
God.
Uptight Christians find it hard to

forgive and forget the wrong that has
been done to them. How often have
we heard our fellow Christians say, “I
can forgive, but I can’t forget!” If God
Himself tells us that He has forgotten
our sins and removed them far from
us—as far as the east is from the

west (Ps. 103:12)—what right have
we to keep score about the sins of
our fellow Christian brothers and sis-
ters? Uplifting believers move on in
forgiveness.
While He was dying on the cross,

Jesus prayed for His enemies and
turned them over to God the Father
through forgiveness. What He did
there was to restore those who hurt
and abused Him. He was uplifting in
His faith in His Heavenly Father. 
Since Jesus dared to forgive, go-

ing that extra mile with His enemies,
would we not do well to follow the ex-
ample that He has set for us? After
all, He resigned Himself to His Fa-
ther’s care. We ought to consider the
same.
Uplifting Christians release them-

selves from the cancer of bitterness in
the soul. They know that they are safe
in the Master’s arms and do not have
to fortify themselves with bitterness
against the onslaught of the world.
They can be free to feed at the table
prepared by our Father in the presence
of their enemies (Ps. 23:5). They expe-
rience true freedom in Christ and are
set to experience the abundant life
through the power of the Holy Spirit
(John 10:10).
One is reminded of the spiritually

immature Peter, the disciple of Christ
who was transformed when he expe-
rienced the power of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion for himself and was filled with
God’s power. When he encountered
threats against his life and the life of
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane
the night Jesus was arrested, the im-
petuous Peter took out his sword and
cut off the ear of the servant of the
High Priest (Matt. 26:51). Jesus re-
minded him that there was yet anoth-
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odds with one another is not fulfilling
its intended purpose.
Later, in his closing remarks to the

church in Corinth (II Cor. 13:11), Paul
told them to be “perfect” and “of one
mind” and to live at peace with each
other. A church that is not united is not
“perfect,” or whole.

This brings us to our Galatians text,
in which Paul directed believers to
have a ministry of restoration to any
who have been overtaken by some
sin. It is a ministry that is to be con-
ducted in the power of the Holy Spirit.
The relationship of the Spirit to Chris-
tians pervades the Galatians text from
5:16 onward. Christians are admon-
ished to “walk in the Spirit” and then
are shown what such a life looks like.
Verses 19-21 enumerate various sins
that are commonplace among unbe-
lievers and that should not have do-
minion over believers. After that, the
various Spirit-produced virtues that
should be evident in a believer’s life
are listed.

Such a person, guided by God’s
Spirit, will have love and concern for
fellow believers who fall into sin. In-
stead of criticizing and condemning a
sinful brother, we are, with meekness
(5:23, 6:1), to help restore (or mend,
perfect) that person to spiritual whole-
ness.
The word we have been considering

is also found outside of Scripture to re-
fer to the setting of a broken bone.
Anyone who has had a broken limb
that needed setting for proper healing
was aided in that situation by a doctor
who understood what needed to be
done and went about it in as gentle
and professional a way as possible.
Restoring someone who has fallen

into sin to spiritual wholeness is like
the physician doing his best to restore
a broken body to health. It is a ministry
of Spirit-led, compassionate care for
one another, all the while conscious of
our own susceptibility to temptation.
We must guard against becoming like
the person we are endeavoring to res-
cue and restore. �

OUR word this time is a New Testa-
ment term found in several texts,

each adding to our understanding of
an important truth and pointing the
way to apply it in daily life.

Our word is translated “restore” in
Galatians 6:1: “Brethren, if a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye which are spir-
itual, restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thyself, lest
thou also be tempted.” The word is
translated elsewhere as “mending”
(Matt. 4:21; Mark 1:19), “perfectly
joined together” (I Cor. 1:10), and “be
perfect” (II Cor. 13:11).

We now look at its usage in the
above texts, though we will leave the
Galatians 6:1 text until last, for the oth-
ers help us understand the word’s
meaning in its context. Then we can
make application.

Both Matthew 4:21 and Mark 1:19
use the word to describe what James
and John were doing at the time Jesus
called them to follow Him in disciple-
ship. Both texts say they were “mend-
ing their nets.” It is common sense that
fishermen, who use nets to catch fish,
need to have nets that are not broken.
They examine their nets closely be-
cause nets can sometimes get caught
on underwater debris that tears a hole
large enough for fish to escape once
inside.
A contemporary illustration, though

perhaps not as common as some
years ago, is the practice of darning
socks. Anyone who has ever had a
hole in a sock knows the value of its
being fixed or replaced, even if just for
comfort’s sake. Darning a sock is
mending it to make it whole and use-
ful again, just like a mended net that is
made useful in fishing.
Moving along, we see that Paul was

well aware there were divisions within
the Corinthian church. There were
cliques that prevented the fellowship
and bonding among members needed
for effective ministry. He exhorted the
believers to be “perfectly joined to-
gether in the same mind” (I Cor. 1:10).
Any church whose members are at

er way to fight the good fight—the up-
lifting way.

Uplifting Christians are willing to
wait for God’s answers and to pray for
others in the most impossible situa-
tions. The blessing comes upon a lo-
cal church when there is someone
there who will lift the other person up
when he is fallen. He is the architect of
restoration. He has learned to look
past sin and fallenness, knowing that
he was restored himself. Peter re-
minds us that the opposite of this per-
son is “blind, and cannot see afar off,
and hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins” (II Pet. 1:9).
Uptight Christians need to take a

closer look at the Cross. Jesus suf-
fered so much to give us the free gift
of salvation. In our churches, we are in
a hurry to celebrate Easter. But we for-
get that the power of the resurrection
did not come until Jesus had become
a lifeless corpse. It was only after that
happened that the resurrection power
was manifested to the early disciples
and through them to the world. We are
called to follow in His steps.
The council at Jerusalem met to

discuss certain matters that were
brought to them about forms of legal-
ism (Acts 15). Their resolution was
one that was uplifting to the believers
of the early church. Verses 28-29
show us how the leaders turned up-
tight believers into free and compas-
sionate fellow Christians. They turned
their legalistic faith into one of sim-
plicity and freedom. If we are honest
with ourselves, our church squabbles
are often about things that do not re-
ally matter.
The lesson for us here is that we re-

ally need to get over being uptight
and persevere in being uplift ing
Christians whom others would want
to be around. We are called to be in-
heritors of blessings (I Pet. 3:9), and
through them we are to bless others.
When the Holy Spirit takes over our
lives, which means that we have to
surrender fully to Him, we will truly
experience what it means to be
Christians who are set free from the
legalism of man-made traditions and
rules (Mark 7:7).

We can truly be uplifting when Jesus
takes the reins of our lives. We surren-
der our lives and our burdensome cir-
cumstances to Him. He truly cares
(I Pet. 5:7). We become the true church
when the people who bear His name
demonstrate their love to others be-
cause of Him (John 13:35). �

What’s in a Word?

Restore
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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AN old man was going through 
things in his attic. He was no

longer able to live alone, and it was his
last day at home before moving to as-
sisted living. In a cobweb-covered
box, he found an old Bible he had
been bequeathed as a young man by
a favorite aunt. In her will, she had left
him “her Bible and all it contained.” He
had boxed it and ignored it. But as he
reached for the Bible now and started
leafing through it, paper money fell out
of it.
He found that his aunt had inter-

leaved each page with a bill. The Bible
contained $7,500! Inherited riches had
been available to him for many years,
but he had neglected them because
he ignored the Bible.

Have you checked your Bible lately
for hidden riches? Here is one: “My
God shall supply all your need ac-
cording to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).
If you are a member of the family of

God, then you have an account in the
Bank of Heaven! The passbook for
your account in the Bank of Heaven is
in your Bible.
Note the Bank of Heaven passbook

statement in Colossians 2:13-14:
“You, being dead in your sins and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having
forgiven you all trespasses; blotting
out the handwriting of ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it
to his cross.”
Your account in the Bank of Heaven

was opened when God closed your
account in the Bank of Hell. He
marked it “paid in full” by the blood of

His Son when you trusted in Jesus as
your Saviour. He then nailed your
passbook for the Bank of Hell to the
cross!
You either have a debit account in

the Bank of Hell (described in Romans
3:23 and 6:23) or a savings account in
the Bank of Heaven. Everyone in the
world today either owes his soul to the
Bank of Hell or has an account in the
Bank of Heaven, with spiritual riches
from here to eternity.

Open your passbook in the Bank of
Heaven, and give attention to some of
the entries in your account that should
encourage and fortify you no matter
what you face in life.

THE OPENING DEPOSIT
Your opening deposit is more than

you will ever need: “My God shall sup-
ply all your need according to his rich-
es  in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).

When your account was opened in
the Bank of Heaven, you made no
opening deposit of spiritual riches at
all. God made the opening deposit on
your behalf. If you are a member of the
family of God, notice that this deposit
is more than you will ever need at any
time and in any circumstance—as
long as you live! Also, the rules gov-
erning deposits never change in this
bank!
When I pastored a small, rural

church in Kansas, I sometimes won-
dered whether we were going to make
it financially. However, time after time,
when we were short on funds, we
would come out to our car after church
and find envelopes of money anony-
mously attached to it. When our car
was destroyed by fire, a member of

our church provided a replacement
car, and another believer provided a
check for $1,000.
During the ups and downs of twelve

years of ministry as a pastor, the prom-
ise of Philippians 4:19 never let us
down.
Just think—you will always have

more in this account than you will ever
need to deal with every circumstance
and problem you confront! That is
great news! It is news that just bursts
to get out to those banking in the Bank
of Hell!

RICHES IN CHRIST
The riches in Christ available to you

are revealed in Philippians 4:6-7, 11-13.
Before we consider these riches, we

need to examine the passbook entry in
Hebrews 11:6: “Without faith it is im-
possible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believe that he is,
and that he is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek him.”
God makes our opening deposit

once we trust Him in saving faith. Faith
is the only thing that activates this
bank account. Without an appoint-
ment, you usually cannot see a banker.
Without saving faith, you cannot see
this Banker face to face.
By faith, you also make withdrawals

of your spiritual riches. By faith, you
can talk to your heavenly Banker at
any time and withdraw spiritual riches
from a bottomless reserve in your ac-
count. You never need an appoint-
ment—just faith.
Next, we need to look at the activity

in your account by checking out its
benefits in the Bank of Heaven. These
are mentioned in Philippians 4:6-7, 11-
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need” (Phil. 4:11-12).
It has been rumored that Queen

Elizabeth I, as she neared death, said
she would give all her wealth for just
one more inch of time. This suggests
that she had no contentment in her
last hour of life.
A little boy lay seriously ill in a hos-

pital. He died before his mother could
visit him. The nurse said that he had
been delirious in his final hour, talking
about hearing bells.
The mother told the nurse, “My boy

was not delirious. I had told him that
when the pain got so bad he could not
stand it, he should look in the corner
of the room and listen for the bells of
the angels who were going to take him
to be with Jesus.”
Notice, however, that contentment

is not an automatic feature of your
bank account. These spiritual divi-
dends do not occur until you learn
their secret.
Paul informed us that he had

learned the secret that produces con-
tentment no matter what circum-
stances he faced in life. Here is the se-
cret Paul learned that we also need to
learn. 
What is translated in English as

“contentment” is the Greek word, au-
tarkes. The prefix aut means “self,”
and arkesmeans “to suffice.” Autarkes
means “self-sufficient.” This means
that we have sufficient resources in
our lives in Christ (our new selves).
The secret of contentment is to have

a proper view of your life in Christ. Ac-
cording to Galatians 2:20, Christ lives
through your life, facing every adversi-
ty you face. He enables you to over-
come every adversity in His strength
and fills you with contentment.

AMBASSADORS FOR HEAVEN’S
BANK
Heaven’s Bank needs you to pro-

mote it to those who lack accounts in
it—“Ye shall be witnesses unto me”
(Acts 1:8).
When you withdraw anything from

your account in Heaven’s Bank, there
is always more available than you will
ever need. 

If you have an account in this bank
because the shed blood of Jesus has
canceled all your debts to the Bank of
Hell and has made you an eternal mem-
ber of the Bank of Heaven family, will
you not do all you can to advertise the
wonderful benefits of this bank and re-
cruit members for its family? �

strength? It is when we are spiritually
weak. It is when we doubt things we
have formerly believed. It is when we
find it hard to resist temptations. The
Bank of Heaven offers a limitless sup-
ply of spiritual strength and power.
We have a picture of Paul going to

the throne of grace and requesting
that God deliver him from “a thorn in
the flesh” that he described as a “mes-
senger of Satan” (II Cor. 12:7). Paul
went back three times with the same
request (vs. 8).

Here is a possible way that Paul
prayed: “Dear Heavenly Father, I have
a big problem that I need Your help to
solve (deesis). I am so thankful I can
bring my problem to You, who cares
for me and can do far more than I can
ask or think (eucharistia). I believe I
would be more effective in ministry for
You without this thorn hindering me”
(aitema).
The first time God gently answered,

“No, son,” and Paul continued to deal
with this thorn. He went back a second
time, perhaps more urgently. The an-
swer was the same. The third time,
possibly in great urgency, Paul might
have said, “Please, I beg You, deliver
me from this terrible thorn!”
God’s reply was something like this:

“My strength is made perfect in your
weakness. When you are weak in your
flesh, then you are strong spiritually.
You will be more effective serving Me
with this thorn than without it” (cf.
II Cor. 12:9). God wanted Paul to nev-
er lose sight of his power source as
God’s servant.
When you face a thorn in your flesh,

remember that you can withdraw from
your heavenly bank account a limitless
amount of spiritual strength to enable
you to withstand and overcome any
adversity.
What if your thorn remains after you

pray to have it removed? God is say-
ing to you, “My child, you can serve
Me more effectively with your thorn
than without it for the time being. I will
strengthen you spiritually and always
be with you, helping you all the way.”
Another request we can make and

be certain to obtain is for contentment.
You can be content, no matter what
happens in your life! “Not that I speak
in respect of want: for I have learned,
in whatsoever state I am, therewith to
be content. I know both how to be
abased, and I know how to abound:
every where and in all things I am in-
structed both to be full and to be hun-
gry, both to abound and to suffer

13. You can bring any request to your
Heavenly Father. Your account benefit
is “Be careful for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understand-
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.”

And you can bring any request in
your heart to your Heavenly Father at
any time! Notice “Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of need” (Heb.
4:16). When you have a request as a
child of God, you go to your Heavenly
Father the way a child of a king would
go to the throne of his father.
Notice the prayer words in Philippi-

ans 4:6. Here is a description of a child
of the King coming to the throne of his
Father. “Prayer” (proseuche) means
“toward communication with God.” It
is used of the respectful approach to
the throne to commune with the King,
such as “Dear Heavenly Father.” We
then offer “supplications” (deesis) or
“earnest petitions.” The prince or
princess notifies his or her Father of
urgent requests, such as, “I need
help.” 
We make our supplications with

“thanksgiving” (eucaristia, meaning
“good or noble to show favor or kind-
ness”). Thanksgiving is demonstrated
as the child of the King comes to the
throne to say something like “Thank
You, Heavenly Father, for being there
for me during a tough time.” He is
thankful that he can come to his Father
24/7. He is thankful for the opportuni-
ty to come to his Father and for what-
ever answer his Father gives.

His other “requests” (Phil. 4:6) come
next. Now the child of the King, at his
Father’s throne, tells his Father the de-
tails of each request (aitema), such as,
“Help me deal with my son’s sick-
ness.”
Notice the results of the prayer in

Philippians 4:7. The child of the King
knows that he can make any request
of his Heavenly Father and be confi-
dent that he will experience an incred-
ible inner peace, no matter how His
Father responds. He gives spiritual
strength for any problem—“I can do all
things through Christ which strength-
eneth me” (vs. 13). One request you
can always make is for spiritual
strength to deal with any problem you
may confront.
When do we need spiritual
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IN the first chapter of the Gospel of 
Luke, the Angel Gabriel appeared to

a young girl named Mary, who lived in
the small town of Nazareth. The angel
announced the birth of a son, who was
to be named Jesus. Mary was both
fearful and doubtful. “How shall this
be,” she asked, “seeing I know not a
man?” (vs. 34). In response, the angel
offered an unusual answer: “The Holy
Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshad-
ow thee” (vs. 35). Then, as if to remind
Mary of God’s power, he said, in effect,
to look at what God had already done.
Mary’s relative Elisabeth was already

pregnant, despite her advanced age
(Luke 1:36). The angel concluded, “For
with God nothing shall be impossible”
(vs. 37). Satisfied with this answer and
overcoming her initial fear and doubt,
Mary assented. She said, “Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me ac-
cording to thy word” (vs. 38).
This passage in the Gospel of Luke

is one of the most beautiful in the en-
tire New Testament. The next part of
the story, however, is far easier to
comprehend. Mary set out to visit her
relative Elisabeth. Why?

First, Elisabeth was elderly and so
would probably need some help in
childbirth. Second, Mary might have
still found her condition hard to com-
prehend and to deal with. Perhaps still
unsettled, she sought out the advice of
an older woman. She may have want-
ed to confirm what the angel had said
about Elisabeth. The concern for Elis-
abeth and her own questions may
have motivated Mary’s haste to visit
Judah. You can imagine her journeying
to help a relative or her eagerness to
meet someone who might help her
make sense of her mysterious en-
counter and strange predicament. 
There is another possible reason for

Mary’s visit to Elisabeth—praise. The
first recorded words of Mary after
meeting Elisabeth were a jubilant song
of praise (Luke 1:46-47): “My soul doth
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God my Saviour.”
Mary was full of praise. The young

Galilean woman, like most women then
and now when they hear such news,
was full of praise at the prospect of giv-
ing birth to a child. Mary’s praise inten-
sified as she met Elisabeth, who was
also expecting a child. Both of them
were full of praises  at God’s activity.
This is not so far from our own expe-

rience. Think of times when both you
and a friend (or you and someone in
your family) have received good news at
the same time. Is there anything more
praiseworthy? Perhaps you both
passed a difficult course in school or
were admitted to the college of your
choice or received a promotion. How
exciting it is to praise God together! You
want to be with your friend, to rush right
over and share your dual praise. So
Mary set out with all due dispatch. And
after exchanging greetings with Elisa-
beth, she opened her mouth in praise.
Mary was filled with praise—first for

what God had done for her. “For He
hath regarded the low estate of his
handmaiden: for, behold, from hence-
forth all generations shall call me
blessed. For he that is mighty hath
done to me great things” (Luke 1:48-
49). Like many of us in times of good
news, we want to declare praise to
God. If we receive a promotion or fall in
love or find out that we are going to be-
come parents or get a good diagnosis
from the doctor, we want to sing, with
Mary, “My spirit hath rejoiced in God
my Saviour” (vs. 47). On a literal level as
well you might say that Mary was
“filled” with praise: filled with Jesus. 
Mary was not happy simply for her-

self; she was happy for what this meant
for Israel, for God’s people. Her song of
praise now widened noticeably to in-
clude the larger community. God had
reversed the fortunes of those who were
suffering. God had heard the cries of the
poor, those who were hoping for salva-
tion. “He hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts,” she said.
“He hath put down the mighty from their
seats, and exalted them of low degree.
He hath filled the hungry with good
things; and the rich he hath sent empty
away” (Luke 1:51-53). Who is not joyful

when he finally sees things set right?
Mary’s song of praise is relevant to

the born-again believer who works with
the poor and advocates on their behalf,
for it is a way of pointing to another re-
ality: what the kingdom of God is like.
In the kingdom of God, one of Jesus’
favorite themes, things are finally made
right—the lowly are lifted up, the proud
are cast down from their thrones, and
the rich are sent away empty. In Jesus’
ministry, a similar reversal of fortune
happened—one that He Himself
brought about on earth: the blind see;
the lame walk; the deaf hear (cf. Matt.
11:5). God reverses things and upends
our usual expectations so that those
who had been on the bottom are on the
top. God has fulfilled His promises to
His people. So Mary, a poor woman,
was full of praise.

And Mary praised what God had
done. Often the Scriptures point to a
hopeful future based on the past. God
has done that, so He will do this in the fu-
ture. The Angel Gabriel said something
of the same sort to Mary. Look what God
had already done for Elisabeth. Fear not!

Scholars of scripture often note that
Mary’s song of praise is based largely on
Hannah’s prayer in the book of I Samuel.
Mary’s praise hews very closely to Han-
nah’s prayer (2:1-10). Hannah, thought
to be barren, had given birth to Samuel.
She praised God for honoring her with a
child. As in Mary’s song of praise, Han-
nah’s goes on to praise God for revers-
ing the fortunes of His people.
What, then, are we to make of Mary’s

song of praise? Mary knew the prayer
of Hannah. A devout Jewish woman
would have known the story of a strong
woman from her religious tradition. So
perhaps it was natural for her to make
use of familiar images and language in
her daily life, as it would be today for
someone familiar with Scripture.
Praise virtually leaps off the page in

Mary’s prayer. Other Bible stories will
also reveal prayers of praise—if we
just know where to look. One thing is
certain—praise is a response to the
good news we receive from God and
read about in His Word. �
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has some dynamic applications for the
life of the believer.
He understands what you are going

through. Being human Himself, our
Lord can identify with all the limitations
and difficulties each of us faces. “For
we have not an high priest which can-
not be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempt-
ed like as we are, yet without sin”
(Heb. 4:15). Each of us knows how
much easier it is to discuss the trou-
bles we face with those who have
gone through the same kinds of diffi-
culties. Jesus has. Hands that were
nailed to a cross can reach out and
cup your face in them and encourage
you to persevere.
He has the power to care for you. As

comforting as it may be to share our
problems in life with fellow pilgrims,
there is a strengthening hope that
comes in sharing our stories with
those who have the power to help us.
Jesus does. He knew how to work in
this world because He put it together.
He who could calm the storm that was
threatening His disciples can also
calm ours. The Architect and Creator
of the universe knows not only how to
bring peace to troubled waters but
also how to bring calm to tortured
souls. He not only understands; He
also helps.
The hypostatic union may be a con-

cept that causes many theologians to
do mental gymnastics to understand
it, but it can be a truth that will greatly
encourage you. You can help your
friends and neighbors with your
knowledge of such realities and the
theology behind them. More amazing
is the stability and comfort such truth
will bring to your life.
What is happening on your Sea of

Galilee? How high are the waves in your
life and the winds in your relationships?
How weary are you? Everything you
need for life is found in one Person, the
Lord Jesus Christ. The almighty power
of God was encased in human flesh so
that you might sail fearlessly through the
storms of life! �

wind ceased, and there was a great
calm” (4:39). Those words “Peace, be
still” could give the reader the wrong
impression of what was actually hap-
pening. They sound so soft and gen-
tle. The words in the original text are
actually strong and demanding. It was
as if Jesus saw the wind and waves as
a pack of dogs, and He yelled at them
to be quiet and go back to their dog-
house. They did. Immediately!
The response of the disciples ex-

hibits their confusion about the dual
nature of their Master. “And they
feared exceedingly, and said one to
another, What manner of man is this,
that even the wind and the sea obey
Him” (Mark 4:41)? We know the an-
swer. This man is God: “The Lord on
high is mightier than the noise of many
waters, yea, than the mighty waves of
the sea” (Ps. 93:4). Psalm 107:29 de-
clares, “He maketh the storm a calm,
so that the waves thereof are still.”

The truth about Jesus caused them
to bang their heads on the ceiling of re-
ality. Jesus was fully human and fully
divine! They were eyewitnesses of
both aspects of His nature. A few min-
utes earlier, they had seen Him so
weary that He fell asleep in a boat be-
ing tossed to and fro in the waters. He
was definitely human. Then they wit-
nessed Him calming the wind and the
sea with just His words. Indeed, He
was God.
The Apostle Paul described the dual

natures of our Lord Jesus Christ in
Philippians 2:5-8: “Let this mind be in
you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
who, being in the form of God, thought
it not robbery to be equal with God:
but made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men:
and being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obe-
dient unto death, even the death of the
cross.”
One might assume that a theologi-

cal concept such as the hypostatic
union of Christ might be a concept
worthy only of yellowing pages in a
dusty, old theology book. However, it

FEW theological issues are more 
difficult to fully comprehend than

the hypostatic union of Jesus Christ.
Our Saviour was fully human and fully
God. Within the scope of our limited
humanity, we have no problem under-
standing that a person could be both
a child and a parent. However, it is im-
possible to completely grasp that a
person could be fully divine and fully
human.
Imagine being one of the disciples

who walked and talked with Jesus.
Trying to understand both truths must
have been extremely disconcerting. In
their experiences with Jesus, they
were often perplexed. Consider Mark
4:36-41. Jesus was exhausted. Hours
of preaching and interacting with
those who followed Him had taxed His
strength and drained His energy. Mark
wrote, “They took him even as he was
in the ship” (Mark 4:36). They no doubt
could see how tired He was, and they
likely were not surprised when He lay
down and fell asleep. What could por-
tray His humanity more than a need for
sleep? The human nature of Christ
needed rest, but the divine nature of
Christ was not absent: “Behold, he
that keepeth Israel shall neither slum-
ber nor sleep” (Ps. 121:4).

Mark described the storm that arose
after the disciples set sail for the oth-
er side of the Sea of Galilee. It must
have been ferocious! Most of these
men had faced storms on the Sea of
Galilee before, but they were terrified
by this one. Take a look at a topo-
graphical map of the area, and you will
see that the Sea of Galilee is sur-
rounded by mountains. Those rocky
ridges cycle winds onto the water and
can turn into a fierce, frothy, “perfect
storm.” Even the experienced fisher-
men in the boat were afraid—“Master,
carest thou not that we perish” (Mark
4:38)? How could He help? He was as
human as they were. His sleep proved
that.
The rest of Mark’s account is as ed-

ucational as it is exciting. “And he
arose, and rebuked the wind, and said
unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the

The Life and Times of Jesus

A Difficult Truth
BY JOSEPH E. FALKNER



24

PSALM 112 begins with the call 
“Praise ye the Lord!” We are

called to worship the Lord from ever-
lasting to everlasting, as we fellowship
with our God and His people. The rest
of the psalm gives us the reasons for
our praise. So why should we praise
the Lord?
First, we praise the Lord because

“Blessed is the man that feareth the
Lord, that delighteth greatly in his com-
mandments” (Ps. 112:1). In his instruc-
tion in Proverbs 1:7, Solomon told his
son, “The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of knowledge.” There is a blessing
attached to a clear understanding of our
God. And that clear understanding be-
gins with a godly fear of Him.
The Lord Jesus instructed His disci-

ples as He sent them out to minister in
Galilee: “And fear not them which kill
the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear him which is able
to destroy both soul and body in hell”
(Matt. 10:28). We are not to fear hu-
mans, for they may only hurt the body;
but the Lord is the eternal Judge of our
souls. This is not a fear that should
lead us to run away from God but one
that should turn our hearts in repen-
tance and cause us to seek His help.
Second, praise teaches us how to

pass on our love for the Lord to the next
generation and to those who will come
after them. The psalmist showed us how
in verses 2 and 3 of Psalm 112. When we
are faithful to the Lord, that faithfulness
is passed down to our children and to
the generations after them. As they ob-
serve our genuine love for and faith in the
Lord, which leads to a godly life, this at-
tracts them to their Creator. So the
psalmist stated, “His seed shall be
mighty upon earth: the generation of the
upright shall be blessed. Wealth and
riches shall be in his house: and his right-
eousness endureth for ever.” This prom-
ise is given to generation after genera-
tion of God-fearing people to strengthen
and encourage them to godly living.

Why is this generation caught up and
lost in the things of this world? I fear
that it is the responsibility of the church.
We have lost our fear of the Lord. We

need to apply Jesus’ command to the
Ephesian church in Revelation 2:4-5:
“Nevertheless I have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first
love. Remember therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and repent, and
do the first works; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except
thou repent.” We should never be far
away from repentance in our daily lives.

Although materially the promise of
Psalm 112:3 is for Israel, there is an
application for us—a righteous life has
reward. We have received the riches of
the love of the Heavenly Father—the
presence of the Holy Spirit and the fel-
lowship of the people of God, to name
just a few. As the Apostle Paul wrote in
Ephesians 1:3, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in
Christ.” The righteousness of a believ-
er is an eternal righteousness because
it is the righteousness of the Eternal
One, Jesus our Saviour.

When Israel was being led from
bondage in Egypt to the Promised Land,
the Lord was in the cloud that led them
through the wilderness. This cloud was
in front of and above them to guide and
protect them. At night, the pillar became
fire to light their way. This is the image of
the Lord as light: “This then is the mes-
sage which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and
in him is no darkness at all” (I John 1:5).
This is the message of verse 4 of Psalm
112: “Unto the upright there ariseth light
in the darkness: he is gracious, and full
of compassion, and righteous.” Light in
this verse is not a thing but a Person. It
is God Himself shining His character into
the world—a character that is full of
grace, compassion, and righteousness.

What a wonderful truth it is that we
have dealings with a Person who is
gracious, for that is our greatest need.
He is compassionate when we sin. He
is righteous, for we cannot see the
Lord without His righteousness doing
its work in our hearts. His light shines
into our hearts and opens our blind

spiritual eyes to the greatness of His
love for His people. This causes us to
turn away from the world and turn to-
ward God and serve Him.
The Lord’s grace, compassion, and

righteousness set before us how we
are to live in this world with one an-
other. We see the needs of others
around us, and we quickly deal with
them out of the abundance of the
Lord’s grace, compassion, and right-
eousness that we have received. We
deal with the needy with generosity
and justice. We look to treat others the
way we wish to be treated. We strive
to bring justice where there is injustice.
This is a life worth living. As Psalm 112

says, “Surely he shall not be moved for-
ever: the righteous shall be in everlast-
ing remembrance. He shall not be afraid
of evil tidings: His heart is fixed, trusting
in the Lord. His heart is established, he
shall not be afraid, until he see his desire
upon his enemies. He hath dispersed,
he hath given to the poor; his righteous-
ness endureth for ever; his horn shall be
exalted with honour” (vss. 6-9). Twice
the psalmist stressed the point that his
righteousness will endure forever, point-
ing to the Lord’s remembrance of a per-
son who lives faithfully before Him.
This is the life of permanence in a

world of change. This is the life that will
last forever. This is the life that stands
fearless before the evil of this world.
This is the life that trusts in the Lord.
There is strength in the heart of a

person who loves the Lord. This per-
son is rooted and established in his
faith in Him. He knows that the Lord is
his rock and refuge and shield. The
Lord protects those who put their faith
in Him. Faith in the Lord is the key to
this life. Our faith is based upon the
love of God—which is deep and true—
building a strong wall of confidence in
God that is firm and unmovable.
This makes the believer a conduit

for God’s blessing. What the believer
receives from the Lord is quickly
passed on to others, whether in mate-
rial or spiritual blessings. The result is
a righteousness that lasts forever and

Meditations in Psalms

Psalm 112
BY LYLE E. BEARSS

(Continued on page 33)
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Bible Bookmark

Prayer and God’s Mind
BY J.A. LITTLER, M.DIV.

attracts much attention, it is also im-
portant to consider Jonah’s subse-
quent fulfillment of his prophetic mis-
sion. After finding himself safely on
land, Jonah proclaimed God’s word to
the wicked Assyrians, who responded
positively and repented of their sins
before the Lord. In response, “God
saw their works, that they turned from
their evil way; and God repented of the
evil, that he had said that he would do
unto them; and he did it not” (Jonah
3:10). Did the Assyrians have the pow-
er to change the heart and mind of
God?
Like the account of Hezekiah, these

examples from the Old Testament pres-
ent God as apparently changing His
mind in response to the actions or re-
quests of man. This appears to conflict
with the Bible’s strong emphasis on
God’s sovereignty and omniscience.
Our infinite God certainly knows

everything past, present, and future.
He is not limited as humans are (Num.
23:19), nor does He require any advice
from finite man (Rom. 11:33-36).
The best conclusion to these appar-

ent conflicts is that the Bible is simply
describing the emotions and thoughts
of our infinite Lord in terms closest to
what we as humans can understand.
The fact that the Lord commands His
people to pray (I Thess. 5:17) and re-
sponds to those prayers (cf. John
14:13-14) does not in one degree de-
tract from His sovereignty over time,
space, and world events (cf. Mal. 3:6).

With this in mind, it is best to surmise
that from a human perspective, God did
change His mind in response to Hezeki-
ah’s prayer. However, the Lord main-
tained His sovereignty as well as
Hezekiah’s accountability to still obey
Him with his additional years of life—
something that Hezekiah, sadly, failed
to do (cf. II Kings 20:12-19). �

If you have a Bible question that
you would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Q.Did Hezekiah’s prayer for fifteen ad-
ditional years of life change God’s
mind?
A. The witness of Scripture in regard to
the effects of prayer or to God seem-
ingly changing His mind is multifac-
eted. So let us briefly examine similar
biblical narratives so that our under-
standing of this issue is as compre-
hensive as possible.

First, consider how Genesis reflects
God’s thoughts on the wickedness of
mankind before the Flood: “And it re-
pented the Lord that he had made man
on the earth, and it grieved him at his
heart” (6:6). As the Lord looked upon the
men and women who represented His
relatively new creation, His heart was
grieved. The text makes very clear the
turmoil our holy God experienced as He
witnessed man’s sin, but the mention of
the Lord’s repenting or feeling regret for
creating mankind is a bit confusing. Did
God create man with anticipation and
excitement one moment and then sud-
denly become aware later that it was a
mistake?

As we continue to explore this enig-
ma, it is important to note a second in-
stance of God seemingly changing His
mind. Before the destruction of the
wicked cities of Sodom and Gomor-
rah, God appeared to Abraham in hu-
man form. Fearing for the lives of any
righteous individuals who might inno-
cently perish in the wake of God’s
wrath, Abraham pleaded with the Lord
to be merciful.
Abraham began by asking the Lord

to spare fifty righteous people. Then,
per Middle Eastern custom, Abraham
proceeded to “barter” with the Lord,
eventually prompting Him to agree to
spare ten righteous individuals who
might be inhabitants of the wicked city
(Gen. 18:22-33; 19:17-29). This begs
the question—did Abraham, in his hu-
man strength, overcome the divine
sovereignty of God with his plea?
A third important example of this

unique aspect of God’s character can
be found within the pages of the book
of Jonah. While the account of the
prophet’s being swallowed by a whale

Bethlehem—
House of Bread

We turn our thoughts to Bethlehem,
That humble House of Bread.

E’er since the Saviour’s wondrous
birth

’Tis there all paths have led.

No room was there when Christ was
born,

Save in a cattle shed.
Now all the earth makes pilgrimage
To this, the House of Bread.

There shepherds found the holy Child
In lowly manger bed,

And wise men came from distant
lands

To seek this House of Bread.

To all the hungry folks of earth
Who falter in the strife,

Christ comes to bring the Bread of
God,

To give the Bread of Life. �
—J. Harold Gwynne.
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Hope Irvin Marston: A Missionary’s Heart
BY JUDYANN GRANT

HOPE IRVIN MARSTON knew from 
childhood that following Jesus

was the way she wanted to spend her
life. Born the eighth of nine children,
she grew up in rural Beech Creek,
Pennsylvania.

“I think the Lord had His hand on me
from the beginning.” Though missing
the toes on her left foot (the result of a
fire when she was eighteen months
old), walking became an integral part
of Hope’s spiritual growth.

When just eight years old, she
walked to a neighbor’s house every
Sunday to attend church with them. At
each service, Hope received a little
Scripture card. Though these tangible
mementos were left behind, the intan-
gible gift she received remained: an in-
troduction to Jesus Christ.
When she was eleven, Hope began

attending services at the Blanchard
(Pennsylvania) Church of Christ, which
was two miles from home. Hope
walked there every Sunday by herself.
“God had a route mapped out for me
that was different from the others in
my family.”
Hope remembers clearly the day she

went forward to trust in Jesus as her
Saviour. She recalls squirming, as a
twelve-year-old, through Sunday
school, eager for the worship service.
Then, while the organist played “Softly

and Tenderly” (Thompson), she bolted
from her pew, whacking the bench in her
rush to the altar. That was in April 1947;
she was baptized the following Sunday.

Her mother bought her a King
James Bible from a catalog for $1.50.
Once it arrived, Hope began regular
Bible reading.
Occasionally, Hope’s family spent

Sundays at a hunting camp in the
mountains near Beech Creek. On
those days, Hope attended church
and then went home with her sister in
the Lord Beatrice. The two of them
spent the afternoon singing their way
through a hymnbook.
Hope’s early walk with the Lord was

strengthened through numerous
church-related activities. During her
youth, she participated in Christian
Endeavor, Vacation Bible School,
church camp, and leadership training
classes. She began teaching Sunday
school while in her early teens.
At the Sylvan Hills Christian Service

Camp, furloughed missionaries talked
about serving the Lord. Hope had al-
ready been profoundly influenced by a
missionary from China who had spo-
ken at her home church. Impacted by
his testimony and now hearing that
call to serve, she dedicated her life to
following the Lord wherever He led
her. She shared her vision of foreign
mission service with her mother.
“Nothing doing,” her mother said.

This was the Pennsylvanian way of
saying “I don’t approve.” Despite this
unsupportive response, Hope clung to
her dream of missionary service.
During Hope’s teen years, Brother

Frank Baim became pastor of the
Blanchard Church. He encouraged
Hope to attend Milligan College, the
denomination’s liberal arts college in
Tennessee, a school noted for training
pastors and missionaries. To earn
money for college, Hope worked as a
clerk, first at a five-and-ten and later at
a department store.
Hope looked forward to college.

She liked to study, but she was also
eager to escape the escalating dis-
tress at home. Her father’s descent

into alcoholism had brought anguish
and fear into the Irvin household.
“Though I wondered why God

worked in a certain way, I never doubt-
ed He loved me. He was working out
His perfect plan. He would always give
me what was best when I left the
choice to Him.”
Armed with the $200 she had saved,

Hope left home for Tennessee in Sep-
tember 1952. She began classes at
Milligan with the goal of becoming a
missionary. Miss Lois Hale, the college
registrar, convinced her she should
also get a teaching degree.
Hope majored in Christian educa-

tion while working odd jobs on cam-
pus to pay her tuition, room, and
board. Between classes, studying,
and work, she was active in the Chris-
tian Service Club and Service Seek-
ers. As a senior, she led an all-girls
gospel team, which presented wor-
ship services at area churches.
With the support of her home

church, Hope spent one summer
working with “Go Ye” Chapel Mission
in metropolitan New York.
During Hope’s senior year at Milli-

gan, Spanish professor Carl Niles
asked Hope about her future plans.
Despite her mother’s misgivings,
Hope shared her desire to enter the
foreign mission field.
Certain that Professor Niles would ap-

prove of her decision, she was stunned
when he responded, “Oh, that’s too
bad.” Pressed for a reason, he said, “Our
public schools are mission fields. Class-
room teachers have daily opportunities
to influence their students for the Lord—
students who never attend church.”
Hope took his words to heart. Even-

tually, she came to terms with her moth-
er’s wishes. “I concluded that the Lord
had a mission field for me at home.”
“God Will Take Care of You” (Martin) is

one of Hope’s favorite hymns. Her faith
was severely tested when a freshman at
Milligan suffered internal injuries after an
accident on campus. A 24/7 prayer vig-
il was held on his behalf. “As we prayed,
I was sure the Lord would raise Calvin
up. He did—with a heavenly body. ItHope Irvin Marston
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gifts each month, she wrote personal
letters to each soldier in the platoon. 
As she cultivates relationships,

yearning to win souls for the Lord, Hope
looks for common ground. Recently,
she befriended an author at a book
signing. When the woman had to go to
an emergency center after the signing,
Hope gave her a ride and stayed with
her through the crisis. Influenced by
Hope’s gentle witness, friendship, and
unconditional love, the woman asked
Jesus into her heart. Now she affection-
ately calls Hope her “S’mother”—surro-
gate sister/mother.
Hope offers continued support and

encouragement to the new believer.
She recently shared the quote “Faith is
traveling with God under sealed or-
ders” (paraphrase, author unknown)
and Scripture passages that speak
about trusting God for all our needs. “I
have read the Scriptures so many
times that I can usually call to mind
ones I need in a particular situation.”

While in high school, Hope partici-
pated in a worship service at a local jail.
She remembers the lonesome sound of
a steel door being shut and locked be-
hind her. Perhaps it was that experi-
ence that led to her work with Cross-
roads Bible Institute, corresponding
with incarcerated men and women.
Hope corrected inmates’ Bible study
lessons, sent them encouraging letters,
and prayed for their needs.

After retiring from teaching, Hope
spent two weeks with Campus Cru-
sade’s International School Project in
the Ukraine. While there, she taught
national teachers how to share Chris-
tian truths with their students.
Active in her rural home church,

Hope’s varied responsibilities include
presenting a weekly missions update,
preparing communion elements, and or-
ganizing the annual missions confer-
ence and the Operation Christmas Child
drive. She mails bulletins and recorded
sermons to absentees, changes the
signboard, and delivers the church’s
food contributions to a local pantry.

Hope will be the first to tell you that
God knows what He is doing and that
often His plans are not our plans—
they are better! “I am grounded in my
faith and accept what happens with-
out questioning what God is doing.”
The little girl with the big missionary

heart became a missionary in her own
backyard. Daily, Hope gives her ut-
most for His highest to see people
won to the Lord. “I do my best, and
leave the rest with Him.” �

Hope reads through the Bible sev-
eral times a year. “That’s only twelve
pages a day,” she says. She highlights
passages and takes notes on verses
that speak to her heart—something
she learned from Ron Hutchcraft’s On
Eagle’s Wings ministry (oew.hutch
craft.com). Ron says, “If you want to
remember something, write it down.
Ask the Lord to show you what He
wants you to get from each passage.”
With each read through the Bible,
Hope discovers new nuggets of truth
to apply to her life.

Hope reads at least one inspirational
book a month, and with her husband
she reads My Utmost for His Highest by
Oswald Chambers every year.
She begins her daily prayer routine

singing “Holy, Holy, Holy” (Heber) and
several choruses. Then she prays for
her church, country, government lead-
ers, troops, sick people, and mission-
aries. She also prays for families and
friends who need to come to a saving
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

With the help of a stationary bike,
Hope keeps physically fit, biking an av-
erage of five miles a day. She organized
a group of neighbors who walked,
hiked, or biked the distance from near-
by Fort Drum to Baghdad one year and
to Kabul the second in support of de-
ployed local units. She sings, prays, and
reads as she logs miles in support of her
military friends and their families.
Writing, visiting schools, and men-

toring keep her busy. Still, Hope en-
joys making cookies or entire meals
for sick friends and shut-ins. Through
the years, she and Arthur have hosted
Good News Club, Bible Club, and Va-
cation Bible School in their home. For
a number of years, they opened their
homes to Wycliffe Bible translators,
who were traveling in upstate New
York. The couple continues to provide
financial support to five Wycliffe fami-
lies serving overseas.
Many years ago, Hope “adopted” a

young MK (missionary kid) named
Sarah as her special prayer partner.
Sarah’s family most recently served in
Macedonia. Their friendship has con-
tinued. Sarah currently attends Bible
college in Florida.
The Marstons celebrate holidays

with army neighbors whose husbands
and fathers are deployed. For two
years, Hope was the “birthday friend,”
shopping for gifts to send to platoons
that had been adopted by the local re-
tired teachers’ organization. After pur-
chasing and wrapping the birthday

took me a long time to accept that the
Lord’s way was perfect there too.”
After graduating as valedictorian in

1956, Hope taught school in Ab-
erdeen, Maryland. “Remembering
Professor Niles’s comments, I tried to
let my light shine for the Lord as a pub-
lic school teacher.”

During her fifth year of teaching, an-
other ardent prayer was answered: the
Lord showed her clearly whom He
wished her to marry.
A Beech Creek friend, then living in

Maine, invited Hope for a visit so that
she could meet a local farmer named
Arthur Marston. The attraction between
Arthur and Hope was immediate and
mutual; both were convinced the Lord
had brought them together. They mar-
ried five months later in August 1961
and settled in Canton, Maine. Then, in
1967, Arthur’s company transferred him
to upstate New York, and they relocat-
ed to Black River. Hope spent twenty-
three years at Case Junior High in near-
by Watertown as a classroom teacher
and then librarian. When teaching chil-
dren from unchurched homes, she did
her best to model how to live for the
Lord despite their home situations.
In 1975, Hope’s first book was pub-

lished by Child Evangelism Fellowship.
After teaching for thirty-three years, she
retired in 1990 to write full-time. To date
she has written thirty-four books for
children and adults. When visiting pub-
lic schools as a guest author, she shares
her faith—“subtly, of course.” Each
book she autographs includes a refer-
ence to her life verse, Isaiah 40:31.

One school visit stands out in her
memory. During question-and-answer
time, a student asked what Isaiah
40:31 meant. That question provided
the perfect opportunity to share her
faith with the student body.
“Professor Niles was right,” Hope

says. “Public schools need believing
teachers. School children are often
taught by teachers who don’t know the
Lord or the Bible. They have no moral
foundation on which to base truth.”
The young girl who had spent Sun-

day afternoons singing through a
hymnbook continues to sing to the
Lord. “He Giveth More Grace” (Flint) is
another of her favorites. “I’ve learned a
lot of biblical truths through the hymns
we sang all of the years I’ve attended
Sunday school and church. When
problems arise, I find myself humming
a hymn that reminds me that God is in
control. He will get me through whatev-
er trial He has allowed into my life.”
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No Longer Outcast
BY JUDY CARLSEN

UNCLEAN!” This word was one of 
the saddest cries heard during

Bible times. It meant a person had lep-
rosy and was warning nonaffected
people to stay away for fear they too
would contract this terrible disease.
Yet we see in the Bible that Jesus

touched and healed lepers. Leviticus
13 and 14 gave strict guidelines on
how to determine whether a person
had the disease and how to declare
him “clean.” The fact was, though, that
only God could cure the disease, as in
the cases of Naaman and Moses’ sis-
ter Miriam.
Leprosy is most often thought of by

modern-day people as a relic of the
past. In some ways it is, but there are
major areas of the world today in
which leprosy still exists.
Paul Brand grew up as a son of a

missionary doctor in southwest India.
At the age of nine, he went to London
for his education. He did not want to
follow in his father’s footsteps and be-
come a doctor. Instead, he trained as
a carpenter and builder. God had a
purpose for his learning these skills.

Paul eventually did study to become
a surgeon, and he married Margaret,
also a surgeon. Together they went to
India in 1946. Paul taught surgery at
the Christian Medical College and
Hospital in Vellore.

The streets were filled with beggars
who had leprosy and were unable to
earn a living. Dr. Brand cared deeply
for these anguished people who suf-
fered not just physically but also from
social isolation. He and Margaret com-
mitted themselves to doing all they
could to relieve their suffering. New
medicines helped cure the disease,
but what of the damage to the body?
In those days, people believed lep-

rosy ate away at the skin and eventu-
ally caused fingers and toes to fall off.
Was this really the case?
Dr. Brand had worked with World

War II patients back in England who
had war-injured hands. Now, as an or-
thopedic surgeon, he researched dam-
aged hands to find out more about their
strength and sense of feeling. Because

of the beliefs about leprosy, Brand
faced roadblocks to his research. After
all, why work with lepers? It seemed a
lost cause—and even a dangerous one
for those without the disease.
What Dr. Brand found, though,

made a huge difference. He discov-
ered that the loss of fingers and toes
was due to infection, which was pre-
ventable. Leprosy affects the nervous
system, which means a person loses
feeling. So when they touch some-
thing that can cause pain, they do not
feel it. Injuries resulted in loss of digits
because they never healed.
The first time Dr. Brand asked a lep-

er to squeeze his hand, he expected a
light touch. Instead, the man nearly
broke the doctor’s fingers because he
could not control his hand. At that mo-
ment, God gave Dr. Brand the secret
of leprosy. It was the absence of pain
that caused the leprous person to not
feel extreme hot or cold.
God used Dr. Brand’s skills in build-

ing to help him pioneer a tendon trans-
fer so that patients could receive
“new” fingers and toes. And he did re-
constructive surgery to correct defor-
mities, thus giving sufferers the use of
their hands and feet again.
Later, Dr. Brand applied these tech-

niques to treat diabetics as well, since
diabetes also destroys pain sensation.

Dr. Brand later worked through the
Leprosy Mission to help combat the
disease worldwide. He spent many
years at the leprosy hospital in
Carville, Louisiana, which became a
center for research. In his “retirement”
years, he taught orthopedics at the
University of Washington in Seattle.
Over the years, Dr. Brand received

many honors for his work, including a
CBE (Commander of the British Em-
pire) from Queen Elizabeth for helping
relations between India and Great
Britain. The U.S. Surgeon General
gave him an award for his rehabilita-
tion work in Carville.
A gifted writer and speaker, Dr.

Brand wrote more than one hundred
scientific papers and seven books.
These include a textbook for hand

specialists. With Philip Yancey, Brand
coauthored Fearfully and Wonderfully
Made, In His Image, and Pain—The
Gift Nobody Wants, all published by
Zondervan.
Yancey wrote about Dr. Brand: “I

came to know him not through histo-
ry, but as an actual living model, a man
of God I could see in action” (World
Concern web site).
A friend and colleague at the Lep-

rosy Mission, Eddie Askew, said, “It
wasn’t just the surgical techniques
that Paul worked on. It was the peo-
ple. I noticed that he never concen-
trated solely on the hand or foot he
held so gently and intimately. He
looked at the patient’s face, looked
into the eyes” (Wikipedia).
Dr. Brand himself wrote in Fearfully

and Wonderfully Made, “I have some-
times wondered why Jesus so fre-
quently touched the people he healed
. . . he easily could have waved a mag-
ic wand . . . Jesus’ mission was not
chiefly a crusade against disease . . .
but rather a ministry to individual peo-
ple, some of whom happened to have
a disease. He wanted those people,
one by one, to feel his love and warmth
and his full identification with them.”
Because of his discovery about the

loss of sensitivity in lepers, Dr. Brand
learned a lot about pain: “Previously I
had thought of pain as a blemish of
creation . . . but pain stands out as an
extraordinary feat of engineering valu-
able beyond measure. Somehow, in
the mysterious resources of the hu-
man spirit, even pain can serve a high-
er end” (Pain—The Gift Nobody
Wants).
Dr. Brand went to be with his Lord in

July 2003 at the age of 88. He did not
eradicate leprosy from the earth.
There are still pockets where leprosy is
rampant: Africa, South America, India,
Nepal. However, new multiple-drug
therapy can help cure the disease,
now called Hansen’s Disease. And af-
ter the drug treatment, people are no
longer contagious. Dr. Brand’s ten-
don-transfer methods have helped

(Continued on page 33)
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the bread of life: he that cometh to me
shall never hunger; and he that be-
lieveth on me shall never thirst” (John
6:35). Without this Bread and the
blood He shed to go with it, we are not
rescued and can never be adopted
into God’s family.
The shelter animals have to accept

and respond to the treatment and
training programs designed to get
them ready for adoption; otherwise,
they might as well try to get comfort-
able in a kennel. We too must respond
to the work Jesus began in us. Even
though He will finish that work (Phil.
1:6), we have a part to play. We must
strive to become like Christ (cf. Rom.
8:29) and carry the good news to the
rest of the world.

When at last the big day arrives, Je-
sus will escort us to the place He has
prepared for us in His Father’s house
(John 14:2). His Father’s house will be
our house as well. Romans 8:14 tells
us, “For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.”
Joy spreads when an animal goes

home with a new family. The greatest
joy will be for us when God welcomes
us home. He “predestinated us unto
the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will” (Eph. 1:5).
This verse assures us that God
adopts us because He wants us. It is
not because He felt sorry for us. It is
not because we needed a home. It
pleases Him for us to be part of his
family so that He can shower us with
His love.
My pets can be annoying and ex-

pensive. But when they wag their tails,
purr, hop into my lap, or sleep against
me at night, I remember why I adopt-
ed them in the first place: I wanted to
love them.

Sometimes Jesus cried out in ex-
asperation, “O ye of little faith” (Matt.
8:26). But His exasperation never
lessened the fullness of His grace.
John 15:13 tells us why Jesus made
our adoption possible: “Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.” We were
expensive to adopt, but Jesus gladly
paid the price. �

started by giving the best gift He had
to give—His Son (John 3:16).

Chris Tomlin’s song “Jesus Messi-
ah” names Jesus “the rescue for sin-
ners.” This echoes Galatians 1:4,
where Paul wrote that Jesus “gave
himself for our sins, that he might
deliver us from this present evil
world.” Like the animals taken in by
the shelter, many humans rescued
by Jesus have been abandoned,
abused, and neglected by the world.
Once someone answers the knock

(Rev. 3:20) and welcomes Jesus into
his or her life, Jesus begins preparing
that person for the ultimate adoption
event.
Jesus said He did not come for the

healthy but for the sick (Mark 2:17).
Many doctors specialize. Some deal
with physical conditions. Others see
patients with mental conditions. For
matters of the spirit, some people
consult spiritual practitioners. Holis-
tic medicine considers a person’s
mind, body, and spirit, which is simi-
lar to what Jesus did while He was on
earth. But Jesus heals for now and for
eternity.
The Gospels overflow with ac-

counts of Jesus healing people. He
cured physical conditions, including
blindness, bleeding, leprosy, and
paralysis. He cast out demons who
held minds captive, forcing their
hosts to harm themselves. Psalm
147:3 says, “He healeth the broken
in heart ,  and bindeth up thei r
wounds.” Jesus got to know His
“patients” on a personal level. He
wept with Mary. He chatted with a
woman at a well. He offered Peter
three chances to overturn his three
denials.
Jesus’ acts of healing were so pop-

ular that large crowds followed Him.
His disciples once suggested He send
the crowd home for food, but Jesus
had another idea. Mealtimes with my
pets and the many animals at the ani-
mal shelter can be noisy and chaotic.
I cannot imagine what it was like for
Jesus to have thousands of hungry
people waiting.
Jesus wants to feed even more peo-

ple and with something more impor-
tant: “And Jesus said unto them, I am

IHAVE animal magnetism. Whatever 
room I am in, at least one pet is there

too. My lap is prime real estate. I have
been a dog bed and a cat tree. This
does not apply just to my pets. I have
landed pet-sitting jobs because of
how other people’s pets respond to
me.
I am drawn to animals as much as

they are drawn to me, so volunteering
for an animal shelter was an easy
choice. Most of my volunteer hours
are spent writing, editing, and proof-
ing articles for the newsletter, but
whenever I am at the shelter and have
a few minutes, my feet take me to the
kittens.
All the advocating I have done for

the animals in my writing has rein-
forced the value of second chances.
That, in turn, has made me more ap-
preciative of the second chance I have
been given by Jesus.
Adoption events are central to the

animal shelter’s mission of finding
every rescued animal a new family.
Staff and volunteers spend hours
making sure each animal is presenta-
ble to potential adopters.
They start by taking in as many

abandoned, neglected, or abused
animals as possible. Then come ex-
ams at the vet, with needed medical
care or procedures, feeding, exer-
cising, training, and socialization.
Some animals need to be coaxed
into trusting humans again. Every-
one celebrates when an animal is
adopted because that dog or cat is
getting a second chance at life and
love.
My family has attended several

adoption events. We have come
home with a new pet a few times too.
But our first adoption event was dif-
ferent. We came home with a new
family member, but this one only had
two legs. My mother could not have
more children after me, but she and
my father have always had plenty of
love to share. They went through an
adoption process and were reward-
ed with my brother.
Adoption events are important to

God too. Like those involved with
the animal shelter and my parents,
God has so much love to share. He

The Greatest Gift: Divine Adoption
BY LIZ TETLEY
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AS I neared retirement, my church 
offered a seminar on planning for

your “second” career. I was asked to
think of the three things I loved doing the
most. My three were serving God,
teaching, and traveling. We were asked
to think of our dream job, one that would
meet all three criteria. When I told a
good missionary friend about it, she
asked, “Have you ever considered be-
coming a missionary teacher?”

The need for teachers for mission-
ary children is monumental. Mission-
aries all over the world are concerned
about the education of their children.
How best can they meet the need to
educate their children when God has
called them to spread the Word?
Homeschooling is the easiest option,

especially for missionaries in more re-
mote places. It is often the only choice.
Sometimes mission agencies form

small schools to educate the children so
that their parents are freed to do the
work they were sent to do. In other lo-
calities, these schools may grow into
larger boarding schools, such as Faith
Academy in the Philippines, Black For-
est Academy in Germany, or Rift Valley
Academy in Kenya. Most parents would
not choose to send their children off to
a boarding school, but often that is the
only option. On the other hand, a mis-
sionary teacher may be placed with a
single family and be the tutor/nanny for
the children, allowing the parents to
work full time in ministry. If five mission-
ary mothers are homeschooling their
own children and then one of them
takes on the role of teaching all the chil-
dren, that frees the four other mothers
to continue in missionary work. When
you think of the number of additional
workers this can put into God’s work full
time all over the world, one can see how
having a missionary teacher to teach
the children is a great gift to the mis-
sionaries and the work of God.

PERSONAL EXPERIENCES
God impressed on me that He want-

ed me to go to the mission field as a
teacher. To do so, many things were
set in motion. I went online to find

schools or agencies that were looking
for teachers. I filled out an application
online for the Association for Christian
Schools International (ACSI) in Decem-
ber. In January, I received calls from
three different schools: one in Roma-
nia, one in Indonesia, and one in South
Korea. The director of the school in Ro-
mania called back in February. I at-
tended a conference on world mis-
sions in March and was interviewed by
a mission agency that supported
teachers in the mission field. I was ac-
cepted in April, began raising support
in May, went to training early in July,
and had my full support by August.
When God wants you to do something,
He takes care of all of the details!
Teaching at the Bucharest Christian

Academy (BCA) in Romania still re-
mains one of the greatest experiences
of my life. Bucharest Christian Acade-
my is a small Christian school started
by the parents of five mission agencies
in Bucharest.

It went from meeting in a church
basement with 6 students to a school
serving over 100 students pre-K to
twelfth grade in their brand-new
school building last year.

The parents of the children were in-
volved in all aspects of mission work,
including evangelism, church planning,
pastor training, youth ministries, street
children ministries, orphanages, and
abandoned baby hospitals, to name
just a few. As a missionary teacher, a
person can become involved with
many aspects of mission work besides
teaching. My passion was to go to the
abandoned baby hospital and hold,
play with, and feed babies who had lit-
tle to no interaction with adults other
than the missionaries that served there.
There are many opportunities for the
missionary teacher to serve.
There are advantages to teaching in a

mission school. Class sizes are small,
giving teachers an opportunity to work
more closely with each child. Knowing
the parents who support the students
leads to belonging to a loving Christian
community. What a blessing it is to work
with a staff and faculty who all are lovers

and followers of our Lord Jesus Christ!
Sometimes the teaching environ-

ment is more challenging, since many
schools begin in rented buildings not
meant to be schools. Obtaining mate-
rials is a challenge for smaller schools
that need to depend on the gracious-
ness of churches and family members
back home to purchase and ship ma-
terials and supplies that cannot be ob-
tained in the country.
On a personal level, a missionary

teacher experiences many benefits
besides the work and volunteering to
help the mission community. Every
day I learned firsthand how good our
God is. My faith grew exponentially
while in the field. The great Christian
friends I made enriched my life and
grew my faith in God and my under-
standing of the Scriptures.
At the same time, there are many

challenges to living in a foreign coun-
try. There are the barriers of language
and customs we Americans do not un-
derstand. There is frustration in want-
ing to witness to someone but not hav-
ing achieved the language level to do
so. Even when falling and having a
hematoma in my leg, being bitten by a
stray dog, or getting lost on the way to
the customs post office, I knew God
was there to guide, heal, and protect
me. It was as if God were walking by
my side. I could feel His presence.

Missions

Dream Job
BY LOIS LINDENFELD
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saying they were going to kill them-
selves, and worked through issues of
self-harm. I have talked with students
about their identity in Christ as they
dealt with many issues. I have become
counselor and mom to many. I have
spent hours with them every day, and
my opinion matters because I care. We
need more teachers, but not just any
teachers. We need trained profession-
als. We need people who know what
they are doing in the classroom, but
also people who have received training
with TCKs. In many missionary schools
there are not many support services.
There isn’t always the school nurse,
school counselor, special education
teacher, ESL specialist. The teachers fill
in all the roles that are missing. It is a
hard job. But if it is what you are called
to, it is more than worth it. And if there
were more teachers coming, the job
might get a little bit easier.”

IS GOD CALLING YOU?
If this story has touched your heart, if

anything here has moved you, or if God
is urging you to go full time into His
work, perhaps being a missionary
teacher is the right place for you. Talk to
the mission committee at your church.
How does your church handle missions,
and what is their process to become a
missionary? Go online to Web sites
such as the following: www.mission
teach.org, www.om.org, www.pio
neers.org, and www.acsiglobal.org.
Also, you can go to Web sites of var-

ious mission agencies that support
missionary teachers: www.wycliffe.org,
www.uwm.org/teaching, www.cru.org,
usa.ntm.org, and www.sim.org.
Once you decide on a school or a

country, you can go to its individual
Web site to learn more about that
school and its needs. Here are some
examples: www.sim.org, www.icsbu
dapest.org, www.bcaromania.org, and
www.iched.org.
Go to Christian college Web sites.

Look for those colleges that educate
and encourage work in missions, es-
pecially teaching school for mission-
ary families. For more information on
the world of teaching TCKs, please go
to www.teachers-in-service.org.
Perhaps you are saying to yourself

that you are not able to go overseas to
do full-time ministry. You might not
think this is something you could do.
Remember that you can further the
work of God by giving to the mission-
ary of your choice. �

relate completely with the students in
the country where their family is serv-
ing. As they adopt the various traditions
of where they are, they still are influ-
enced by the American traditions of
their parents; therefore, these kids live
in a third culture that is different and
their very own. As TCKs, these stu-
dents may not react the same way an
American student might respond to
some experiences. They have very dif-
ferent experiences, both good and bad.
The following is a message from a

TCK who became a teacher and has
returned to the field to teach TCKs.
Her story is common among TCKs.
Many will go on to become missionar-
ies themselves. What a thrill it is to
think that you might be teaching future
missionaries who will go out to teach
the good news of Jesus Christ!
Emily was a high school student at

BCA while I taught there. She came back
to teach at BCA and is now a teacher in
Japan. She presents many of the issues
TCKs face and the special understand-
ing a missionary teacher must have to
meet the very special emotional and ed-
ucational needs these children face. The
following is her e-mail to me.

“I speak both as a TCK and as a
teacher of TCKs. Thank you for anything
you might say that will spur more teach-
ers to be able to come as missionaries.
Teaching is not simply a support role.
Because I have worked as a teacher in
a missionary school both in Romania
and in Japan, I have the opportunity of
working with many children who do not
know the gospel at all. I have had the
opportunity to share the story of Jesus’
life with children who have never heard
it. I have watched as every year I have
students who decide to follow Christ
because of their time at the school. The
schools are also a great gateway to get
children and their parents involved in
church. I have watched my students be-
come more and more excited about
finding ways that they can serve in the
church. They are now taking on leader-
ship roles. They are growing and matur-
ing in the ways that truly count.
“On the flip side, I have sat with stu-

dents who were in tears because no
matter where they said they were from,
they felt they were lying. I have had stu-
dents suddenly leave the school, and
I’ve been the one to help pick up the
pieces of the remaining students’
hearts as they said yet another good-
bye to close friends. I have walked with
kids who were in depression, have got-
ten help for students who called me

REQUIREMENTS FOR TEACHING
OVERSEAS
Of course, teaching overseas is not

the place of service God desires for
everyone. Missionary schools do not
simply desperately need teachers; they
need good, qualified teachers. People
with a four-year degree would be eligible
to teach at many of the small Christian
schools, but a degree in education
would be needed to teach in average-to-
large Christian schools. A bachelor’s de-
gree is preferred, and a teaching certifi-
cate is a plus. Many schools are able to
meet their basic needs, but many need
people who are able to teach art, music,
physical education, technology, and li-
brary science. Qualified high school
teachers in math and science are need-
ed. If you can teach anything and have
a four-year degree, there is a missionary
school that needs you.

Most mission agencies provide
training for living in a foreign country
and working with TCKs.

WHAT IS A TCK?
If you work with children of mission-

aries, then you will be working with
TCKs. “TCK” stands for Third Culture
Kids. One thing I learned is not to ask a
TCK where he is from. You might expect
them to say the United States, or South
Korea, or Kenya, the home country of
their parents. Most often this would not
be the case. In their lifetimes, they may
have lived in a number of countries or
cities within a country. Many have only
known the country where their family
serves and lives. When you ask a TCK
where he is from, he may give you any
number of answers but not the one you
expect. One great thing about having
school-age children on the mission field
is that, to them, home is where their par-
ents are, not the country they are in.

TCKs usually do not relate to the home
country of their parents. After all, they
may go to that country only while their
parents are on furlough or to visit grand-
parents once a year or so. They have a
hard time relating to kids who have nev-
er been any farther than the next big city.
They would not be up on the latest fash-
ions, lingo, or customs of the children in
their home countries. While the kids in
their native country may have had a great
time at the beach for summer vacation,
the TCK may have spent a week in Mada-
gascar while his parents were at a con-
ference. Most kids at home would ask,
“Where is Madagascar?”

On the other hand, TCKs also do not
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WE buried my grandmother on 
February 20, 2014. She was one

of the most God-fearing women I have
ever met. My grandmother never liked
saying good-bye when she hung up the
telephone. She believed it was too final
and did not like to end conversations
that way. One of her favorite sayings
was “God loves you, and so do I.”
There were hundreds of people at her
funeral, and almost all could recall hav-
ing a conversation with her in which she
ended it with those words.

My grandmother passed away from
an aggressive form of cancer. But even
in her last days here on earth, her main
concern was for others. When she got
too sick to check in on the communi-
ty, she would sometimes call on me to
make a gift basket and deliver it to
someone to let him know that she was
thinking of him. 
I recall visiting her in the hospital one

evening and asking her whether anyone
had been by to read the Bible to her that
day. She replied, “No, not yet,” and
turned her head toward the table where
the Bible was. I did not hesitate to grab
the big, black King James Version and
open it up to the book of Psalms to be-
gin reading to my grandmother.

Grandma was lying in bed with her
eyes closed, waiting for me to start the
reading. The pages fell open to Psalm
91. I began reading, “ ‘He that dwelleth
in the secret place of the most High
shall abide under the shadow of the
Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is
my refuge and my fortress: my God; in
Him will I trust’” (vss. 1-2).

It was when I got to the third verse
that I realized that my grandmother
was reciting the passage as I read. I
looked up at her and smiled. Here was
a woman who had seemed so weak
just moments earlier, but now she was
reciting the Scripture with authority
and strength in her voice.

I continued reading out loud:
“ ‘Surely he shall deliver thee from the
snare of the fowler, and from the noi-
some pestilence. He shall cover thee
with his feathers, and under his wings
shalt thou trust: His truth shall be thy

shield and buckler’” (Ps. 91:3-5).
My grandmother was nodding her

head in agreement with the words I was
reading and that she was speaking by
heart. Watching her and listening to her
encouraged me, even though when I
first arrived my heart had been heavy
because of what she was going
through. I hated that she was lying in
that hospital bed. I hated that the doc-
tors had told the family that all they
could do was make her comfortable. I
hated that my mother, aunts, uncles,
and even my grandfather felt helpless
as they stood by and watched her fight
this battle. But there she was, recalling
the words of our Lord and reciting them!
She was not sad or depressed

about her situation. I started thinking
about the woman she had been before
cancer had slowed her down. She
loved working for God. She was a true
missionary, who aspired to living a life
that was pleasing to God and was al-
ways involved in helping others.
As I neared the end of the passage,

her voice had faded out, but she
picked back up at the fourteenth verse:
“Because he hath set his love upon
me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set
him on high, because he hath known
my name. He shall call upon me, and I
will answer him: I will be with him in
trouble; I will deliver him, and honour
him. With long life will I satisfy him, and

shew him my salva-
tion”.
I said amen, and so

did she. She then
proceeded to tell me
that this was one of
her favorite psalms
and that it shows us
just how much God
loves us. I read some
more to her after that,
and then we sang a
couple of her favorite
hymns.
I laugh now as I

think about it. I say that
we sang her favorite
hymns, but she did
most of the singing. I

did not know a lot of the ones she sang,
but I still hummed along as if I knew them
just to have that moment with my grand-
mother. Grandma was released from the
hospital a few days after that and was
able to go home, but it was short-lived.
Soon she had to return to the hospital.
The particular Sunday that I went to

visit her was one of her last days here
on earth. When I got there, she had
two visitors there already, and I had my
kids in tow, as well as my sister, broth-
er-in-law, and their three sons. We all
piled into her small, cramped hospital
room and spent the time just being
there with her. She was not really up
for talking on that day. I was sitting by
the window, and she asked me
whether the blinds were closed. I
quickly reached my hand up to close
them before responding with a “Yes,
ma’am, they are.”
We just wanted to do whatever

made her comfortable. During this vis-
it, the only voice she wanted to hear
was that of my eleven-month-old
nephew. It was so funny, now that I
look back on that day. Can you imag-
ine a room full of adults afraid to whis-
per a word and the only two voices you
hear are that of a baby and one com-
ing from a hospital bed that seemed to
have swallowed the person up? Al-
though my nephew is not at the age
where he is speaking in complete sen-
tences, she seemed to enjoy their con-

Adults

God Loves You, and So Do I
BY CHRISTINA L. MIAL

Christina Mial and her grandmother



WINTER QUARTER 2015-16 33

tober. It was not out of the ordinary to
receive a message of encouragement
and inspiration from her, but what
stood out were the last seven words of
the message. In all my months of
knowing her, she had never said these
words to me before, and I truly believe
God used her in that moment to give
me one last confirmation that my
grandmother was OK. At the end of
her message the usual words that she
sends in her e-mails, she signed off
with “God loves you, and so do I.” �

of my first book in her hands. I could
hear the excitement in her voice when
I called her to let her know that I had
landed in San Diego for my first trip
alone to the West Coast. I could hear
her telling me to soar as high as God
would give me the wind to soar. She
told me to keep pressing toward the
mark. I could see her praising God the
last time she was able to come to
church. I remembered all those things;
but in that moment, I did not want to
remember any of those things.
During the week of her funeral, a lot

of stories and memories were shared
about my grandmother from family
and friends. What a testament it was
to the life she had lived that everyone
who had come into contact with her
over the course of her seventy-six
years of living could say the same
thing! It was noted how much she
loved the Lord and how much she
cared for God’s people.

On the day that we buried her, it was
bittersweet. On the one hand, we were
happy that she was no longer suffer-
ing from the effects of the cancer that
had consumed her body. On the other
hand, we truly hated to see her go.

Standing at her casket, we all took
one last moment to reflect on the
woman who had never met a stranger,
who had opened her door to everyone,
and about whom every child in her
community could say that they had
eaten at her table at least once.

Getting back into the swing of
things has not been easy. I have al-
ready found myself about to call her
to check on her, only to remember
that she is gone. She was excited
about the upcoming trips that I was
scheduled to make. God has opened
a lot of doors with the release of my
book By His Stripes, and she had al-
ready told me how she was waiting to
hear the praise reports about how
things went.

I miss her so much right now, but I
believe that I will see her again. The
Bible tells us that “the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: then we
which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and
so shall we ever be with the Lord”
(I Thess. 4:16-17).
Last week, I received an e-mail from

a friend. She writes me once a week
and has done so since we met last Oc-

versations; so we let them talk.
I was one of the last ones to leave her

room that day. I bent over to give her a
kiss before I left. I asked her whether
she needed anything, and she told me
she did not. I said a quick prayer and
told her that I loved her. She nodded her
head at me but did not say anything.
I said, “Grandma, I said I loved you.

Did you hear me?” She replied that
she had heard me but still did not open
her eyes. I asked her whether she
loved me. Could she say it back? You
know how parents playfully shoo you
away? She did that. I knew she was
tired, as she had been entertaining
company throughout the day, so I just
told her “I don’t care whether you say
it back. I love you anyway.” I kissed her
again, and I left.
I went to visit her again once more

that week, but she was asleep the
whole time; so I did not stay long. That
Saturday, February 15, 2014, she was
released from the hospital, and she
went home to her house. I did not get
to see her alive again.

While on my way to her house that
night, I received a phone call from one
of my cousins telling me that she had
passed. Even though a flood of tears
immediately escaped my eyes and I let
out a cry, I could not help thinking to
myself that she had made it.
There is a verse in the Bible that

came to my mind about how, for the
believer, being absent from the body is
being present with the Lord (II Cor.
5:8). I knew without a shadow of a
doubt that my grandmother had died
with her soul being well with the Lord.
I had a moment of peace knowing that
she was OK.
When I got to her house, I went into

her room. I had arrived within minutes
of her passing. As I stood beside her
bed, I grabbed her hand and stared at
her. I wanted her to wake up and tell
me “God loves you, and so do I.” I
wanted her to say it one last time. It hit
me while I was standing there that she
would never say it again.
Looking at her, it seemed as if she

were just asleep. She looked so
peace ful. I wanted her to know that I
had lied when I said I did not care
whether she said it back that she loved
me. But I knew she did. There was no
doubt about that. I was her firstborn
grandchild, and she had just told me
weeks before that she was so proud of
the woman I had become.
My mind flashed back to the smile

on her face when she had held a copy

Psalm 112

(Continued from page 24)

one that exalts the Lord.
Psalm 112 ends with the reaction of

the wicked to the faithful life described
previously. They are angry and hateful
to the righteous. This is the contrast be-
tween the righteous and the ungodly. It
makes the blessedness of the right-
eous appear all the more remarkable.
When Israel entered the Promised

Land, the Lord commanded the twelve
tribes to stand on two mountains—Ebal
and Gerizim. Six tribes stood on Mount
Gerizim, pronouncing the blessings of
faithful living; six tribes stood upon
Mount Ebal, pronouncing the curses for
disobedience to the Mosaic Law (cf.
Deut. 27).This is the picture of God’s
sovereignty and our hope.
That finally is why we should wake

up every morning with praise in our
hearts and on our lips, singing, “Praise
ye the Lord!” �

make life better for those who need re-
constructive surgery after the disease.

In a sermon, “The Wisdom of the
Body,” Dr. Brand spoke of how wonder-
ful a creation the human body is. He
said, “[I have] gratitude that I have been
so long at the helm of the most wonder-
ful creation the world has ever known,
and look forward to meeting the design-
er face to face” (World Concern). �

No Longer Outcast

(Continued from page 28)
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Q. Does God want most of those He
loves in endless torment? It seems
that neither a yes or no answer is sat-
isfactory.
A. This question has no doubt been
asked by many well-meaning people
who desire to fully understand the mind
and character of God and how they af-
fect the eternal destiny of the lost. Pro-
viding the biblical answer to such an
important question requires that we ex-
amine the potential struggles and feel-
ings of the people asking such ques-
tions and then provide Scripture’s
answer. It is definitely true that more
than a simple yes or no answer is nec-
essary.
It is quite possible that the inquirer

struggles with the idea of a loving God
casting people into hell or allowing peo-
ple to go to hell. Certainly, to say that
God is loving is an understatement. The
Bible leaves no question that our God is
full of love and compassion. First John
4:8 states, “God is love,” and the popu-
lar John 3:16 begins, “For God so loved
the world.” The Old Testament also high-
lights the love of God, describing Him as
“full of compassion, and gracious” (Ps.
86:15), and as One who speaks words
of comfort to His people (Isa. 40:1).
In Western society, most people seem

to have little trouble accepting, under-
standing, and enjoying the concept of
God’s everlasting love. However, many
have a difficult time reconciling the lov-
ing character of God with His justice, an
attribute that requires punishment to be
meted out to the unrighteous. As a fully
just God, our Lord cannot permit sin to
exist forever. It is in His very nature to see
that injustice, wickedness, selfishness,
deceit, and pride come to an end. 
The statement of these truths allows

us to address the heart of the question
more directly. The questioner seems to
imply that God loves the unsaved
(“most of those He loves”). This is, in-
deed, true. However, it is not true to say
that God desires the unsaved to spend
eternity in torment. Far be it from our
God to somehow find pleasure or

amusement in seeing His prized cre-
ations, human beings, suffer for eterni-
ty (Ezek. 33:11; II Pet. 3:9)! This is why
He sent His Son, Jesus Christ. Christ
came so that everyone could have a re-
lationship with God through Him (cf.
John 3:16; 10:10; Rom. 6:23; 10:13).
Anyone who trusts in Christ as his

Saviour will have his sins forgiven and
will enjoy a relationship with God for-
ever. Hallelujah!
That being said, if someone does not

trust Christ as His Saviour, he must face
condemnation, the just punishment for
his sins. Again, as a just God, our Lord
must, of necessity, punish sin. If some-
one does not trust in Christ and thus
have his sins forgiven through Christ’s
atoning death, then he remains con-
demned.

Only a few verses after John 3:16,
Jesus said, “He that believeth not the
Son shall not see life; but the wrath of
God abideth on him” (vs. 36). In other
words, condemnation for sin rests on
someone his entire life and can be
washed away only by Christ’s forgive-
ness applied through faith (cf. Ps.
51:5; Eph. 2:8-9; Heb. 9:27).

It is certainly likely that most of those
who ask the question above at least
mentally recognize Scripture’s answer
to this issue, but they are intimidated or
repulsed by the idea of a God who
would even allow hell to exist. I would
humbly and compassionately urge
such a person to fully accept, recog-
nize, and celebrate Scripture’s portray-
al of God—a portrayal that is entirely
accurate. Accepting the Bible’s testi-
mony of God’s justice is difficult, but
this attribute powerfully complements
His love in such a way that He would
not truly be God otherwise. �

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling
Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box
6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-
mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Scudder, James A. Finish Strong. Lake Zurich,
Illinois: Victory in Grace Ministries, 2013.

THIS is a story about God’s amazing
grace in the life and ministry of one of His
faithful servants. The author is a pastor
who, along with others, started the
Quentin Road Bible Baptist Church. This
book tells the whole story in four sec-
tions. Each of the sections is centered
around God’s marvelous grace.
There are thirty-two short chapters.

Each of these is intended to give en-
couragement to pastors, church lead-
ers, and individual Christians as they
seek to progress to the finish line,
serving and living for God’s glory.

Presently, Jim Scudder Jr. is the exec-
utive pastor, laboring alongside his father
in the church. The ministry of this church
reaches out to the surrounding commu-
nity in numerous ways. The story that un-
folds in this volume is a wonderful testi-
mony of how God can and will use His
children by His grace and for His glory if
we let Him. The story is truly amazing!

The Quentin Road Bible Baptist
Church also has a very large Christian
preschool, a Christian school, and
Dayspring Bible College and Seminary.

Ediger, Edwin Aaron. Faith in Jesus: What
Does It Mean to Believe in Him? Bloom-
ington, Indiana: WestBow Press, 2012.

This book has been highly recom-
mended by outstanding Christian
leaders representing a number of
evangelical ministries. The author
served as a pastor and is a graduate
of respected institutions.

At first glance at the size and length
of this volume, one might ask why it
took 450 pages to answer this simple
yet profound question: What does it
mean to believe in Jesus? This work is
very thorough, well-written, and true
to the Bible’s answer to the question.
Ediger traces the biblical evidence of
faith in Jesus as the one way of salva-
tion in the Old Testament, the Gos pels,
the book of Acts, all the New Testa-
ment epistles, and the book of Reve-
lation. This volume will be especially
helpful to pastors, elders, deacons,
adult Sunday school teachers, and all
Christian workers. New Christians and
those who have not been exposed to
deep study of Scripture may need en-
couragement and assistance along
the way as they read this book. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

God’s Love and God’s Justice:
Complements or Competitors?

BY J.A. LITTLER, M.DIV.

Book Reviews
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ents. In carrying out this dual focus of
ministry to parents and teens, allow
me to suggest the following ratio of
time: one-third with the youths, one-
third with the volunteer staff, and one
third with the parents.
The following goals are to be pur-

sued, upon the foundation just ex-
plained:
• to prepare and equip teens for life
• to enhance and strengthen teens’
love relationship with God

• to enable teens to construct a
Christian worldview that sees
everything through God’s Word

• to integrate teens into the life of
the church

• to foster an outreach-based youth
ministry that builds a strategy to
bring other teens to Christ

Regardless of the nature of the fam-
ily, parents (even single parents) must
be a part of the ministry to teens. Join-
er had it right when he suggested,
“The key to all this begins when par-
ents love the Lord their God with all
their heart, soul, and strength. Moses
knew a secret about obedience—it
starts when you really believe that God
can be trusted. He knew that if the
generation of parents and leaders he
was speaking to would choose to love
God with all their hearts and souls, it
would show up in their lifestyle. As a
result, those who trust God would be
trusted by the next generation, and the
legacy would continue.”
May God give us the grace as both

parents and church leaders to love
and thus obey God, thereby modeling
for the next generation what faith real-
ly looks like 24/7. We can no longer af-
ford to segment youth ministry from
the rest of the church’s program. We
can no longer create a “second
church” among our teens. They must
be integrated into the whole of church
life and see genuine, biblical Christian-
ity lived out as an authentic, life-trans-
forming faith, rooted in and consistent
with the admonition of Moses 3,500
years ago. That is the dynamic power
of an effective youth ministry. �

commandment. It connects love for
God with obedience to God.
Reggie Joiner of Orange Ministries

and the reThink Group summarized
Moses’ point and applied it to both
parenting and youth ministry: “From
this point on you should transition
from a people who simply obey rules
to a people who pursue a love rela-
tionship with their Creator God. And
remember: There is a generation be-
hind you watching your response to
your God” (Think Orange: Imagine the
Impact When Church and Family Col-
lide, Cook, 2009).
Parents and youth ministry leaders

who love and trust God will be trusted
by the next generation because that
generation will see an authentic, life-
changing faith. As Joiner argued, “The
more they [both] remember this is re-
ally all about God, the easier it is for
them to focus their priorities on what
matters most.” These two core values
must be the foundation for an effective
youth ministry.
Finally, Deuteronomy 6 gives in-

struction on what to do with these two
core values—teach them both formal-
ly and informally to children. In verses
7-9, Moses exhorted that these values
are to be a part of every facet of life.
They are not to be compartmentalized;
rather, they are to be integrated into
the totality of life. This means both par-
ents and the church are to be heavily
involved in biblically training the next
generation.
Built on this foundation, an effective

youth ministry model should be based
on two convictions. First, the mentor-
ing of teens is the best overall model
to follow for youth ministry. Mentoring
involves more than merely the youth
minister per se. Mentoring involves a
significant core of volunteers who will
build into the lives of teens. It also in-
volves parents as mentors and those
who can mentor parents as well. There
is a need for sustained and persistent
prayer for this to be blessed of God.
Second, the youth pastor (or pas-

tors) needs to serve and minister not
only to the teens but also to the par-

THE youth ministry model followed 
by American churches since World

War II has not been a terribly effective
one. It has not enhanced parent-teen
relationships and has actually fostered
a superficial, shallow Christianity
among many young adults.
Consciously or unconsciously, when

children reach age twelve or so, parents
“hand them off” to the youth leader, in
effect saying, “I’m done; now you take
over.” Often this model stresses fun and
huge events (ski trip retreats, wild an-
tics, and occasional mission trips), but it
has little focus on the Bible, mentoring,
or a disciplined walk with God.
The end result is often “another

church” in which there is little if any
contact with older adults and little or
no involvement in the church worship
service. Therefore, teen ministry often
functions alongside the regular church
almost as a parachurch ministry.
Hence, when teens leave for college,
they have few roots and virtually no
foundation on which to build their
lives.
For those of us involved in youth

ministry, what are we to do? Is there a
more effective model to follow? First of
all, the church must go back to its
roots. The church and parents do not
compete; they complete. The best
starting point for an effective youth
ministry is Deuteronomy 6:4-9. Here
Moses addressed how those Israelites
who had been liberated from Egypt
were to transfer their faith to their chil-
dren and the generations to come.

Deuteronomy 6 establishes two
core values for parenting and effective
youth ministry. First, in the battle for
the hearts of our teens, one essential
truth trumps everything else—“the
Lord our God is one Lord” (vs. 4). This
truth is indispensable; belief in God is
the basis for our trust in Him for every-
thing in life. In both parenting and
youth ministry, the single-minded fo-
cus must be on God—His character
and His nature. Second, “love the Lord
thy God with all thine heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy might” (vs.
5). The entire Bible is reducible to this

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

An Effective Youth Ministry Model
BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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EMMA walked down a crowded hall 
and could feel everyone’s eyes on

her. She immediately did not like the
feeling that lay in the bottom of her
stomach. High school was hard
enough, but being the new girl was
even worse! She felt very tired from the
evening before. Her parents were
heavy drinkers, and their arguing had
kept her up late.

It was not just the night before. It
had been happening for a little over
two years—ever since her brother,
Jared, died. It had torn her whole life
apart.
Emma suddenly was bumped by a

tall boy in a letter jacket. Her books fell
to the ground. The boy did not even re-
alize what he had done. He continued
to walk with his crowd of friends.

Trying to avoid being stepped on,
she picked up her books. Then she
had a hard time finding her first class,
and the teacher was not thrilled that
she was late.

Lunch period came. That was the
time of day she was not looking forward
to at all! She felt sick to her stomach,
but she kept her cool and started to-
ward the cafeteria. Every table had a
clique of friends. Where would she find
a seat? Emma continued to look
around for an empty seat. She saw a
table that was not completely crowded
and began to walk toward it. When she
approached it, she introduced herself
and sat down. Once she was seated,
everyone at the table got up and left.
She just sat there, hurt and embar-

rassed. Tears came to her eyes when
she heard someone call out from the
next table, “Hey, new girl! Want to sit
with us?”

Emma looked up and then walked
over. “Yes, thank you,” she said. She
introduced herself to the small group
sitting there. The girl who had invited
her over was named Kim. The others
were two girls and a boy who intro-
duced themselves as Casey, Beth,
and Kenny.

As they ate, Kim and her friends
talked constantly about a place at which
they apparently spent a lot of time.

Emma did not catch what they were
talking about at first. She kept quiet and
continued to eat; then Kim asked her
whether she went to church. Emma was
suddenly very uncomfortable.
“No,” she said, standing up and

grabbing her tray. “I’m sorry. I have to
go. I don’t want to be late for my next
class.”
She walked away as fast as she

could. She had never gone to church,
and the last thing she wanted to think
about was God. God had let her broth-
er die, and her whole world had crum-
bled since that day. Emma did not
want God to be a part of her life.
For the rest of the day, Emma was in

a daze. She could not seem to focus on
much of anything. She kept thinking
about the question that Kim had asked
her. She was not eager to leave school
because she did not want to go home.
Then came the sound of the bell. It was
the one sound everyone else loved to
hear—but not Emma. The whole class
instantly started to chatter, and every-
one crowded toward the door.
Emma took her time gathering her

things and then headed out the exit.
She started walking home and was
startled when someone yelled out her
name. It was Kim. She smiled at Emma
and asked her where she lived.
Emma told her she lived on Indiana

Avenue, which happened to be a block
away from Kim’s home. Kim wanted to
walk with her, and Emma was happy
to have the company. She enjoyed the
small talk that began their conversa-
tion. Kim seemed to be a really nice
person, genuine and truly caring.
Kim brought up the conversation from

earlier that day and apologized if she
had offended Emma by talking about
church. Emma told her she was not of-
fended but that she really was not into
the “God thing” for personal reasons.

Kim began to tell about her life grow-
ing up. She had been in and out of fos-
ter care until her parents both went to
jail and gave up their parental rights, not
wanting to deal with having a child any-
more. Then one day she had been
adopted by a Christian couple.

Kim had eventually begun attending
church and youth group. For the first
time ever, she felt loved and accepted.
Before, she had always had an empty
feeling. Then one night she heard a
lesson on how God had a plan for us
even before we were born.
“I was really impacted by Jeremiah

29:11,” Kim said. “It goes: ‘For I know
the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and
not of evil, to give you an expected
end.’ It really hit me that night. God
knew everything I had gone through,
and He has helped me find healing.”
By the time Kim was finished talking,
they had reached Emma’s home.
Kim thanked Emma for joining her

and told her what time she would leave
for school in the morning if Emma was
interested in joining her. They said their
good-byes, and Kim began walking
home.
Emma sat outside and thought

about what Kim had shared with her—
healing. She did not know how that
would even feel. That night, Emma
tossed and turned with these thoughts
in her head.
When Emma walked outside the

next morning, Kim was waiting on the
sidewalk. As they walked to school,
Kim did most of the talking. She
brought up an activity her church’s
youth group was planning.
“We go to a sports complex and

have an all-nighter. We stay up all night
having fun—playing laser tag, roller-
skating, enjoying arcade games, and
other things,” Kim explained.
It sounded like lot of fun to Emma,

and she agreed to think about going.
The conversation ended when they ar-
rived at school, but they decided to eat
lunch together.
Emma had an easier time with her

classes that day, but she still kept
thinking about what Kim had said
about God’s plans for her life. She
could not believe God could make
someone feel the way Kim did. It
deeply puzzled her.
The time flew past quickly, and it

was time for lunch. She sat with Kim

Teenagers

God Has a Plan
BY JANAH LITTLER
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ed to hear, but only God knows what
our lives are to be,” she explained.

Joan was right. Emma did not like
her answer. She understood it but still
wished her brother, Jared, were alive.
She continued praying.
One day after she got home from

school, Emma decided to share her
faith with her parents. She asked to
talk to them, and they agreed.
She told them that she had invited

God into her life. She started to share
with them all the joy she felt. She spent
quite a long time talking all about it.

Her parents stood there in silence.
When she finished, she paused and
waited for their response. Neither of
her parents could care less. After a
long pause and a “whatever” from her
father, her mother said, “OK.” Then the
two marched up the stairs and closed
the door.

Emma was very upset. She began to
cry. She had been hoping for a better
reaction in which they would ask her
questions and start attending church
with her. She kept repeating to herself
“God has a plan.” She knew that all
she could do was pray that one day
her parents would come to Christ.
Emma struggled with the unbelief of

her parents, but she continued to grow
in her faith. She realized God had
called her to live a life different from
those of others. She heard amazing
things about missions, but more than
anything, she felt a call to help people
like her—teens who lived in dysfunc-
tional homes where their parents were
not believers.
She knew that was where God

wanted her. She spent her last two
years of high school starting a Bible
study with Kim and being involved
with the church.
It was soon time for Emma to apply

for college. She knew where she want-
ed to go and trusted that the Lord
would provide for her. Her parents still
did not believe, but things had im-
proved. Her parents’ drinking had less-
ened, and both had begun working.
Emma could not help seeing God’s
hand of faithfulness in their lives.

You might be reading this and have
never experienced any of these things.
You might come from a good home with
wonderful parents, or you might not be
living in very difficult circumstances. Life
is not always easy, though, even when
you are a Christian. It has its joyous
times and times of hardship. As believ-
ers, we have been called to serve. God
has a plan for you. �

ached. She felt tears in her eyes. He
died for me?
When the pastor called for people to

come trust in Christ, Kim put her arm
around Emma’s shoulders and asked
her whether she wanted Christ to be-
come her Saviour. Emma did.
Kim shared John 3:16 with Emma

and told her how she could have a re-
lationship with God. Kim walked for-
ward to the altar with Emma and
prayed with her. Emma trusted in
Christ and started to feel a great joy in
her heart. All she could do was smile.
A few days later, Joan invited Emma

out for lunch. She shared from the
Bible, telling how a child of God could
grow in her relationship with God. Joan
even gave her a Bible. She had high-
lighted a few verses in it for her as well.
Emma took her Bible home and start-

ed reading. She could not put it down.
She was so excited that she took it with
her to school. During her study period,
she would read her new Bible.
The Bible was full of hope, miracles,

and promises that God had made to
His people. With every page, Emma
began to learn more and started going
deeper. She began to pray—not just
once but several times a day.
But one thing that she could not

help wondering about was why bad
things happen. How does God’s love
work with all the car crashes, murders,
and violence I hear about every day?
she thought. She asked Joan about it
one Sunday.
Joan explained that God always has

a plan. Even though we may not know
it and it seems unfair, God knows. “I
know that is not an answer you want-

and her friends. She was beginning to
get to know the others, and they all
shared a bit of their lives with her. They
continued to talk about the all-nighter
at their church.

“OK. I’ll go,” Emma finally said.
“Great!” Kim said, and the others

cheered in agreement.
The weekend of the all-nighter

came quickly. As Emma waited for
Kim’s mother to pick her up, she
stared at her parents, who were
passed out on the couch. She felt that
familiar, gnawing pain in her heart. She
wished she did not have to live this
way. She wished that things were dif-
ferent. When she was in the car with
Kim, Emma kept her feelings deep in-
side so that she could have fun. 

After playing five games of dodge-
ball, she started to feel tired. When she
got out, she went and sat down. The
youth pastor’s wife, Joan, sat with her.
They talked about all the fun things
Emma had done all evening, and Joan
encouraged her to start coming to
their church. Emma agreed. I can at
least give church a try, she thought. 

The following Sunday, she went to
church with Kim and her family. The
service started off with a prayer and
songs. All the songs were about God’s
love and forgiveness. A woman sang a
song about how much God loved
everyone, and Emma got a feeling in
her heart that she could not describe.

When the pastor spoke, he
preached about how God had sent His
only Son to earth to die on a cross to
save us. When she heard the story
about how Jesus was beaten and
hung on the cross, Emma’s heart
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HAS anybody ever asked you, 
“How could a God of love send

people to hell?” Did you have a good
answer? Even when I was a mission-
ary, I still struggled with that important
question—and not just because
somebody might ask it of me. I need-
ed to know for my own personal faith.
Then, during my years in one of the

most amazing countries in the world,
God showed me a visual answer to
that question. I want to share that an-
swer with you.

HEAVEN, HELL, AND HARTALS
Do you know what a “hartal” is? Do

not worry; neither did I until I moved to
Bangladesh.

Basically, a hartal is what happens
when one of the political parties in
Bangladesh gets upset and decides
the whole country should go on strike.
They plan a date and let everyone
know that if people support their polit-
ical ideas, they will not open their
shops or go to work that day. There is
just one problem with that plan. If peo-
ple need money for food (which is
nearly everyone in the country) and do
go to work, groups of activists may
just decide to beat them up. If they
drive baby taxis (little cars that look
like over-decorated golf carts), they
may just find themselves yanked out
to watch their baby taxis being
torched.
We missionaries stayed inside on

those days. The supporters and the
protesters often fought in the streets.
One of the places they liked to fight was
at a road about two blocks away from
where we were stationed. We could
hear shooting and bombs going off in
the distance. A hartal was not a day for
walking in the park, especially being
Caucasian, which meant you could be
easily spotted from a distance.
What does all this have to do with

heaven and hell? Consider that many
people have this big question following
them around: If God is so loving and
good, why does He let people go to hell?

It is a legitimate question about life
and death, and God used the hartals

to help show me the answer.
Here’s how: The political party that

called a hartal wanted people to sup-
port their agenda. They wanted peo-
ple to stay home as a demonstration
that citizens were on the side of that
party. Supposedly, the citizens were
given free choice in the matter; but in
reality, by beating up people and burn-
ing baby taxis, the political party was
trying to force the people to go along
with whatever idea was being pushed.
God is not like that. When He gives

us the freedom to choose, He gives it
completely. What kind of a loving God
would He be if He said we could
choose and then forced us to follow
Him? Would He really be gracious and
compassionate if He gave us a free will
and then yanked it away so that we
would all be on His side?
I wish everyone could go to heaven;

and you know what—anyone can! We
need to trust in Christ, but many reject
Him. God loves all people and wants all
to accept His free gift of salvation (I Tim.
2:4). He is not willing that any should per-
ish (II Pet. 3:9). And He loves us enough
to give us the faith to choose Him.

God could have made us robots that
served Him mechanically (sometimes
it seems that it would have been easi-
er if He had!), but instead He wants us
to love Him and serve Him in response
to His awesome love. He sent Jesus.
Jesus left heaven for us. He died for
us. What more could He have done to
show His love?
And now, God wants us to love Him-

to serve Him because we want to, not
because we are forced to.

The hartals taught me what I already
knew—God is love (I John 4:8). I have
chosen by grace through faith to be-
lieve Him and accept Him. I am thank-
ful He did not force me to belong to
Him. It is so much more wonderful to
praise Him and serve Him because I
love Him than to praise Him and serve
Him out of fear. God does things not
out of spite or lack of caring but out of
perfect love.
It is amazing to me that a strange thing

like a hartal would teach me that; but that

is one great thing about our God: He can
use anything—even men beating each
other up—to reveal Himself!

WHAT ABOUT THOSE WHO HAVE
NEVER HEARD?
Having my previous important

question answered led to another im-
portant one: What about the people
who have never heard about Jesus?
For many years, this question deeply
grieved me, especially when I lived in
countries full of millions who would
likely never drive by a church, or read
a tract, or meet a missionary.
How could God judge those people

according to His standard of right-
eousness if they had never had the op-
portunity to hear about His Son? I
knew God was trustworthy, but this
just did not make sense to me.
But one day I met a woman from

Vietnam. She told me that as a child,
though all her family members were
content to continue in the religion of
her ancestors, she used to go sit out
under the stars and wonder who made
them. When she grew up, she met an
American serviceman, heard about
Jesus, and believed in Him. She is now
a missionary to her own people.

God says that He has put an under-
standing of eternity into people’s
hearts (Eccles. 3:11), and He has put
evidence of Himself throughout His
creation (Rom. 1:20). This evidence,
shown forth in nature, shows God’s at-
tributes clearly; so people are “without
excuse.”
For example, think of the law of

gravity. In the jungles of Papua New
Guinea, the tribespeople have likely
never heard of the law of gravity or
studied its effects using textbook for-
mulas. However, anyone can see
clearly that if you drop something from
a tall tree, it will fall to the ground.
Things go down, not up.

If a man climbs to the top of a tree
and jumps, he will suffer the conse-
quences of the law of gravity. He
could argue that he should be ex-
empted because he was never told
about the law of gravity, but the truth

For Teens Only

Two Questions Even Christians Ask
BY KIMBERLY RAE
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one or anything else. He deserves our
obedience in every area of our life. He
deserves to have us proclaim Him clear-
ly.

Q.What does the Bible mean for today
when it says in I Peter 2:17, “Honour
the king?”
A. Since few of us live under a king to-
day, we should replace that word with
“president,” “prime minister,” or some
similar title for a leader. It is a small
substitution that brings the meaning
into the modern age. 

In Peter’s day, the emperor in Rome
was not a godly man. So we learn that it
was not the character or the behavior of
the leader that was to be granted honor.

So what do we honor? Keep in mind
that government is originally from the
Lord. Daniel 2:21 states, “And he
changeth the times and the seasons: he
removeth kings, and setteth up kings.”
God is the Author of government. Man
is sinful; so some governing leaders will
be evil. When they do evil, Christians
make the effort to honor the office while
disdaining the behavior. When laws go
against God’s principles, we always fol-
low God even if, as with Peter and Paul
in the New Testament, we get impris-
oned, or worse, martyred.
What the Bible says about govern-

ment shows us what our attitude
should be when the government does
what God intends it to do. “For rulers
are not a terror to good works, but to
the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid of
the power? do that which is good, and
thou shalt have praise of the same: for
he is the minister of God to thee for
good. But if thou do that which is evil,
be afraid; for he beareth not the sword
in vain: for he is the minister of God, a
revenger to execute wrath upon him
that doeth evil” (Rom. 13:3-4).
So we honor the office and obey the

laws when they agree with God. �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. Why are Christians so exclusive,
claiming that Jesus is the only way?
A. This is an excellent question, espe-
cially since much popular wisdom
runs contrary to it. The simple answer
is: “Jesus said it.” But we can enlarge
upon that simple statement.
Today, it is popular to have some

fuzzy idea like “all that is important is
to have faith,” as if “faith” were an en-
tity in itself. But one must have faith in
something for faith to be faith.

So Jesus said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). In
this, He was making an exclusive claim.
There is no other way to God except by
faith in him. No one can go to heaven
except through faith in Jesus Christ.
We come, then, to the truthfulness of

Jesus. Given the statement in John 14:6,
if Jesus is not the exclusive way to heav-
en, there really are only two alternatives,
as other theologians have stated. He
claims to be Lord. If He is not Lord, His
statement was a direct, outright lie or He
was a lunatic and should have been
medicated or institutionalized.
When we look back at the teachings

of Jesus, we can quickly tell that they
are not the ravings of a lunatic. When
we see the inner power and the mirac-
ulous works of Jesus, we know that He
was not an ordinary teacher or preach-
er. He is not a liar or a lunatic; therefore
He is Lord. It may sound trite, but the
saying is true: “Either He is Lord of all,
or He is not Lord at all.” No one can
have a partial Lord.
Isaiah, the ancient Hebrew prophet,

quoted the Lord Himself: “I will not
give my glory unto another” (Isa.
48:11). When the Apostle John wrote
the last book of the Bible, he quoted
God: “I am Alpha and Omega, the be-
ginning and the ending, saith the Lord,
which is, and which was, and which is
to come, the Almighty” (Rev. 1:8).
I hope you can see why it is crucial

that we trust in Jesus Christ as the ex-
clusive way to God. He deserves to
have us think of Him this way. As such,
He deserves our worship—worship of-
fered to Him alone, not shared with any-

was there for him to see anytime he
was willing to notice.
In the same way, the truth about a

Creator and Designer of the world is
clearly to be seen by anyone willing to
look.
This is reassuring. But if someone

does see evidence of God in nature,
then what? That still does not give that
person the salvation knowledge of Je-
sus Christ.

Then I found a verse that filled my
heart with joy—one that I have clung
to throughout my years in missionary
service as my heart longs for the sal-
vation of those who have never heard.
The verse is in Jeremiah 29. Soon

after the beloved and often quoted
verse 11, which assures us that God
has plans for us—plans of peace and
not of evil, verse 13 says, “And ye shall
seek me, and find me, when ye shall
search for me with all your heart.”

I love this verse! I take it as a prom-
ise from God that no matter how re-
mote a tribe someone might be a part
of, or how deep in the jungles a person
might be, or how ensconced in a false
religion a person might be, if that per-
son is searching for God with all his
heart, God will make a way to be
found. (An almost identical verse can
be found in Deuteronomy 4:29.)

God can make Himself known in the
most surprising and unusual ways. I
heard once of a man in Bangladesh
who used trash paper to make and sell
cigarettes. One day he found a portion
of the gospel on a piece of trash. That
eventually led him to salvation!

Another man brought up his curios-
ity about Christianity to his Muslim
barber, who took him to a Hindu man,
who led him to a Christian missionary
he knew.
God longs for people to seek Him.

He can be found.
There is no “impossible” with God,

and I am so glad to know that He can
be trusted to make a way for anyone
who is seeking Him!

Rest assured—God can handle even
the hardest questions. Do not be afraid
to ask them; then dig into His perfect
Word, and keep your eyes open for the
answers. He may surprise you! �

(Adapted from “Heaven, Hell, and
Hartals,” by Kimberly Rae, in Horizons,
Regular Baptist Press, August 2011; and
“What About Those Who Have Never
Heard?” by Kimberly Rae, in Encounter,
Standard Publishing, February 2013.)

Teen Scene

Jesus, The Only Way
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN.
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KELLY walked slowly into the 
kitchen and stared at the tele-

phone. Then she looked up at the
clock. Too late now, she thought. Mr.
Bruce will not call to cancel my guitar
lesson, after all.

Adding to her disappointment was
the snowstorm that had been predict-
ed to hit the area. Instead, it had
passed right through. So there would
be no cancellation of her guitar lesson
that day.
Kelly also thought that there proba-

bly would be no closing for school on
Monday morning, either. She was not
disappointed by that, however, be-
cause she really liked school. She
liked the middle school she attended
as a sixth grader. She liked Sunday
school too. One good thing about
Sunday school for Kelly was that some
of her friends from middle school at-
tended the same class.

“Still, none of my friends take guitar
lessons,” Kelly grumbled as she
looked at the kitchen phone again.
“I’m doing that all alone.”

Leaving the kitchen, Kelly went
back into the living room and picked
up her guitar. Well, I guess it won’t hurt
to give this another try now that I’ve
taken a break, she thought as she
strummed “Jingle Bells.”

Yet the song sounded just as bad to
Kelly as it had the last time she prac-
ticed—and just as bad as the next two
songs she tried to play. She placed her
guitar back in the case and flopped
down on the couch. “Well, this is it,”
she said. “I know for sure now that I
should give up my guitar lessons.”
Kelly wondered where she would

find the courage to tell her mother that
she wanted to quit. Even more difficult
would be telling her grandmother.
Then Kelly thought, I could just call her
on the phone. Grandma will under-
stand. Kelly then sprang from the
couch and hurried into the kitchen.
“By calling Grandma right away, I
won’t lose my nerve,” Kelly told her-
self. Yet Kelly could not bring herself to
even pick up the phone.

Kelly’s idea to go upstairs and talk

to her mother did not go according to
plan, either, because her mother came
downstairs first. “Time to get going,”
she told Kelly. “I know you don’t want
to be late for your guitar lesson.”
“Well,” Kelly started and then quick-

ly changed her mind. “Never mind,”
she said.
“Are you sure?” Mom said. “And by

the way, I do have to make a stop at
the gas station on the way to your les-
son.”

“Oh,” said Kelly. “Well, that’s OK.
We’ll still have enough time.”

“We probably will,” her mother
replied. “I know since your father’s car
already has gas in it, I’ll just use his.”
“You will?”
“Yes, I will. Besides, your father said

last night that I should use his car, but
I didn’t think I needed to. I thought I’d
get a much earlier start this morning.”

Kelly nodded, picked up her guitar
case, and headed to her father’s car.
Once she was settled in the backseat,
she let out a long sigh. My problem has
just become bigger. I also have to con-
sider Dad’s feelings, she thought. He’ll
be just as disappointed as Mom and
Grandma if I give up guitar lessons. So

what should I do?Kelly wondered again.
Mom made it even harder for Kelly

when she told her, “Grandma will be
picking you up after your lesson today.
I have to finish my Christmas shop-
ping.”
I guess that settles it, Kelly thought.

Now I have to tell Grandma first. That
was only fair, Kelly knew, since Grand-
ma had given her the guitar lessons as
a birthday present—and a brand-new
guitar too!
Lord, please help me decide what to

do, Kelly silently prayed. I don’t want
to disappoint Grandma or hurt her
feelings. I just don’t want to take guitar
lessons anymore!
Once Kelly had arrived at the music

store for her lesson, she felt better. At
least she would not have to explain to
Mr. Bruce why she wanted to quit her
guitar lessons. Kelly was sure Mr.
Bruce already knew. Although he had
not said so in words last Saturday, Kel-
ly had concluded this from the big
frown on Mr. Bruce’s face during the
lesson.
Also, the lesson had lasted exactly

thirty minutes. Ordinarily, Mr. Bruce
gave Kelly extra time for her lesson if

Boys and Girls

Joyful Noise on the Guitar
BY JIMMIE OLIVER FLEMING
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THE homing pigeon is a special type 
of pigeon. They are called mes-

senger or carrier pigeons when they
are used to carry messages. They
have been used in many places in the
world and during wars.

The earliest images of pigeons were
found by archaeologists in Meso -
potamia, which is now modern-day
Iraq. They date back three thousand
years ago. They come in a variety of
colors, but most are bluish-gray with
black bands on the wing and a black tip
to the tail. They are very intelligent
birds. God designed them with an un-
canny ability to find their way home
from great distances—even if they have
never been there before. This ability has
made them very useful to man.
Homing pigeons are handled from a

very young age to get them accus-
tomed to human contact. In most cas-
es ,  they are housed in pigeon lofts,
which the pigeon comes to regard as
home. At around six months, the han-
dler will start taking them on short
trips, releasing the birds and allowing
them to make their way home. Some
pigeons spend two to three years in
active service; yet some as old as ten
have been used as carrier birds.
Recent research also indicates that

homing pigeons may navigate by fol-
lowing roads and other man-made
features. They make sharp turns and
follow well-known routes, much the
way humans follow a map.
No other bird has had such a close

link with man or been as useful to him

she had also practiced only one song,
as Mr. Bruce had advised her to do.
However, the song had apparently
been the wrong song, Kelly thought,
since it had sounded so awful.

Yet she had chosen the song “All
People That on Earth Do Dwell” based
on Psalm 100 and composed by Louis
Bourgeois. She chose the song for two
special reasons. One, she was familiar
with Psalm 100 from the Bible and had
memorized parts of it for her Sunday
school class. And two, she wanted to
share it with Grandma.

After listening to the song on the CD
that had been included with her lesson
book, Kelly had made the decision
right away to learn to play it for her
grandmother. Now, however, Kelly had
lost all hope of achieving her goal. She
spoke through tears as she expressed
this to Mrs. Bruce.
“I understand,” said Mrs. Bruce. “But

don’t give up so easily. Besides, Mr.
Bruce told me you did very well when
you played that song last Saturday.”

“But I didn’t play it right!” Kelly blurt-
ed out. “I saw the expression on Mr.
Bruce’s face.”
“That was because of his bad cold,”

Mrs. Bruce responded. “He was com-
ing down with it then.”

“I’m sorry,” Kelly apologized. “And I
do hope Mr. Bruce soon feels better.
But I still feel awful!”

“Well, let’s just see how you feel af-
ter today’s lesson,” Mrs. Bruce gently
responded. “But first I’ll give you a few
minutes to practice alone while I do a
few things at the front desk.”
Kelly entered the lesson room, re-

moved her guitar from its case, and sat
staring up at the clock. “I think this will
be the longest thirty minutes of my
life,” she grumbled. “Mrs. Bruce said
to have fun. Maybe she has a point. I
think she is right.”
She suddenly remembered the

prayer she had prayed asking God to
help her decide what to do about her
guitar lessons. She realized God had
answered her prayer through Mrs.
Bruce. Can it be as simple as having
fun with my lessons? Kelly wondered.
Then she smiled as she remembered
the words in Psalm 100:1—“Make a
joyful noise unto the Lord.”
Awesome, she thought. And I’ll do

just that.
Kelly was also sure now that she

could play this song for Grandma and
even for her whole family. “I will make
a joyful noise with my guitar,” she said
with a giggle. �

no other student was scheduled im-
mediately after her. But last week there
had been no extra time spent, and Kel-
ly remembered another difference
about last week’s lesson too. Mr.
Bruce had not given her a practice as-
signment as usual.

Today would not be usual, either,
Kelly soon realized. Mr. Bruce was not
there to teach the lesson. Instead, his
wife would be Kelly’s instructor. Kelly
had met Mrs. Bruce for the first time
three months ago when Grandma had
taken Kelly to the music store and
signed her up for the guitar lessons.

Grandma had also signed a con-
tract with the music store, and since
Kelly had been so excited about her
guitar lessons, Grandma had signed
the contract for six months.
Three more months to go, Kelly

thought. I have to speak up about quit-
ting these lessons. “Mrs. Bruce—”
Kelly began.

“Oh, don’t worry,” she quickly as-
sured Kelly. “I’m not taking Mr. Bruce’s
place as your teacher. I’m just filling in
because he has a bad cold and could-
n’t make it today.”

“Oh,” said Kelly. “Well, I hope he
soon feels better.”

“He will,” Mrs. Bruce replied. “He
just needs to follow instructions about
getting enough rest—in other words,
have patience.”

Kelly nodded. “That’s what he al-
ways tells me about my guitar lessons.
But I still don’t think I’m making
enough progress.”
“Well, by next Saturday, you’ll know

for sure,” Mrs. Bruce responded. “This
lesson doesn’t really count.”

“It doesn’t?”
“No, it doesn’t,” Mrs. Bruce replied

with a smile. “And one reason is be-
cause I neglected to call you in time to
give you the option of canceling, as
stated in our contract with your grand-
mother. Although that is not my only
reason,” she added. “I just think you
need to have more fun with your les-
sons, and today would be a good time
to do that.”

“Well, maybe,” Kelly agreed. “But I
still don’t think—”

“Well, you just have to give it a try
and find out,” Mrs. Bruce advised her.
“And, of course, you have to make
sure your guitar is in tune. That’s al-
ways important for your lessons.”

Kelly knew this rule very well and
had made sure she followed it every
time she practiced during the week
prior to last Saturday’s lesson. And

Noah’s Ark

The Homing Pigeon

BY WANDA ERBSE
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in so many ways. We do owe these
birds a great debt for their many heroic
acts. Some pigeons have been remem-
bered as war heroes because they trav-
eled through enemy lines with mes-
sages that saved many lives. However,
it cannot be said that pigeons are as
popular nowadays as they once were.
In the cities of the world, where most pi-
geons live, they are generally regarded
as a nuisance, mainly because of the
overabundance of the birds.

Although the pigeon is a shy bird, its
most natural enemy is now man, with
millions of birds being killed to control
pigeon populations the world over.
The peregrine, the fastest bird on the
planet, is being used with good results
as part of the control operations.

The story of this remarkable bird has
long involved confusion between the
term “pigeon” and “dove,” both of
which are still used loosely and are in-
terchangeable today. In most cases,
“dove” is reserved for use in the con-
texts of religion. The word “pigeon” is
used in much more mundane matters,
such as sport, fancy breeds, and culi-
nary use.
There are references in the Bible to

pigeons (or doves), starting with the
account in Genesis 8 of the story of
Noah and the dove of peace (the He-
brew yonah seems to be translated ei-
ther “pigeon” or “dove”). Later, in the
New Testament, the pigeon is first
mentioned during the baptism of
Christ, when a dove symbolized the
descent of the Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:13-
17), an image now used extensively in
Christian art (the Greek word peristera
is translated either “dove” or “pi-
geon”).
Many famous people have been pi-

geon fanciers and have kept large
flocks to be used in pigeon racing, a
well-known sport. Queen Elizabeth II
has lofts and pigeon keepers at her es-
tate in Sandringham, England.

Have you ever wondered why a pi-
geon’s walk is so funny? They bob
their heads as they walk. Scientists
state that since a pigeon cannot adjust
its focus as it moves, it actually has to
bring its head to a complete stop be-
tween steps in order to refocus. We
Christians have problems similar to
the pigeon’s, for we cannot always see
where we are going. We need to stop,
refocus, and let the Lord lead us! He
will help us find our way. God’s Word
says, “See then that ye walk circum-
spectly, not as fools, but as wise”
(Eph. 5:15). �

You and Your Bible
BY CAROLE JENKS

God Called Saul
Read Acts 9:1-19. Match the statements in the first column with the words in

the second column.

1. ____ he breathed threats against the 
church A. Judas

2. ____ the city Saul was going to B. Saul

3. ____ the street Ananias was told to go to C. Ananias

4. ____ the person who was sent to help Saul D. Damascus

5. ____ the person who owned the house where 
Saul stayed E. Tarsus

6. ____ the city Saul was from F. Straight

Jesus Talked to Saul
Write the letter that comes alphabetically between the two letters given to de-

code the words Jesus said to Saul in Acts 9.

“____ ____ ____ ____, ____ ____ ____ ____,
RT ZB TV KM RT ZB TV KM

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____-
VX GI XZ OQ DF QS RT DF BD TV SU

____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____?”
DF RT SU SU GI NP TV LN DF

Word Scramble
Unscramble the words below that are found in Acts 9.

1. LASU____________________________________________________ (verse 1)

2. STREINTAHGEN__________________________________________________

3. HTIS YWA________________________________________________ (verse 2)

4. DOBNU__________________________________________________________

5. GLIHT____________________________________________________ (verse 3)

6. VENHAE_________________________________________________________

7. SEUSJ___________________________________________________ (verse 5)

8. SCHEON________________________________________________ (verse 15)

9. LEVESS__________________________________________________________

10. YHOL OGHTS____________________________________________ (verse 17)

11. STHIG__________________________________________________ (verse 18)

12. PETBADZI________________________________________________________

Multiple Choice
Choose the correct answer for each of the following questions from Acts 9:1-19.

1. ____ Saul asked the high priest for letters to the synagogues of which city?
a. Greece; b. Damascus; c. Antioch

2. ____ To which city did Saul want to take bound believers? a. Antioch; b.
Rome; c. Jerusalem

3. ____ For how many days was Saul without sight? a. three; b. seven; c. ten 



WINTER QUARTER 2015-16 43

“Experience is what you get when you
didn’t get what you wanted.”

* * *

George Eliot: “A difference of taste in
jokes is a great strain on the affec-
tions.”

* * *

Fred Allen: “The first time I sang in the
church choir, two-hundred people
changed their religion.”

* * *

Henry David Thoreau: “Read the best
books first, or you may not have a
chance to read them at all.”

* * *

Lucius Annaeus Seneca: “If you wish
another to keep your secret, first keep
it to yourself.”

* * *

“Get-well cards have become so hu-
morous that if you don’t get sick you’re
missing a lot of fun.”

* * *

“An egomaniac is a self-made man
who insists on giving everyone the
recipe.”

* * *

“When it comes to giving, some peo-
ple stop at nothing.”

* * *

“Every man has a better chance in this
world than he ever takes. Here are
three rules to avoid failure: Worry less
but work more; waste less but give
more; preach less but practice more.”

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

CartoonsWit and Wisdom

Amy Carmichael: “And now to Him
who heard ‘what time the storm fell
upon thee,’ to the tenderest of the ten-
der ones, who can . . . teach us to do
without, till our soul is even as a
weaned child—to Him whose you are
I commit you.”

* * *

F. W. Robertson: “A man’s work is not
done upon earth, so long as God has
anything for him to suffer; the greatest
of our victories is to be won in passive
endurance; in humbleness, in reliance,
and in trust, we are to learn to be still,
and know that He is God.”

* * *

George S. Merriam: “When your bur-
den is heaviest, you can always light-
en a little some other burden. At the
times when you cannot see God, there
is still open to you this sacred possi-
bility, to show God. . . . there may be
times when you cannot find help, but
there is no time when you cannot give
help.”

* * *

Oswald Chambers: “I wonder if my
words can be of any use to people who
have been and are in suffering that I
cannot imagine. They may say, ‘Well
what does he know of it all?’ . . . I do
know that He is completely able for any
strain any human being may be put to.”

* * *

George Herbert: “Either grief will not
come: or if it must, / Do not fore-
cast. /And while it cometh, it is almost
past. / Away distrust: /My God hath
promis’d; He is just!”

* * *

Helen Keller: “We could never learn to
be brave and patient if there were only
joy in the world.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“Can you play ‘The Hallelujah Chorus’?”

“Oh, I don’t read this much. I want to try out a
pair of bookends I got at Christmas.”

“I’d like to see him in that big a hurry coming
to church.”

Quote-ables
When Stormy 
Winds Blow
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AFTER forty-plus years of church 
ministry, I have found myself re-

peating the same advice to dads year
after year: spend individual time with
your children. Businessmen will usual-
ly counter: “I know I should, but I just
don’t have the time. I have to work
long hours to provide them with the
things they need.”
I can think of few things a child

needs more than time with his or her
dad. Research has continued to prove
the validity of that statement. So, I of-
ten ask a businessman, “How do you
handle all the clients with whom you
spend time?”

“I just schedule them all in” is the
usual reply. He must realize what I am
about to say next, because his face
reddens as I then bring up the obvious:
“Your children should always be an im-
portant part of your schedule.”
By God’s grace, I have taken my

own advice in this area, and I am now
working on a second generation of
children—my grandchildren. This Sat-
urday we will be attending my grand-
son’s baseball game because we
scheduled it. If I had not, I would nev-
er find the time. The demands of
church life would take every hour of
my day if I let them. Your occupation
can rob you too if you allow it. Do not
allow it!

First, realize that your children are a
biblical priority. The Apostle Paul
wrote, “And, ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
We prioritize the things that are

most important to us. Time with your
children is more important than your
business. Forgive me for sounding
“preachy,” but I have seen too many
families have problems because they
did not follow biblical priorities. I
have talked with many men over my
years of ministry. I have never sat at
the bedside of a dying man who
moaned, “I wish I could have spent
more time at work.” I have, however,
heard men bemoan the fact that they

did not spend more time with the
family.

If your priority is to get a gold watch
at retirement or to have your name
plastered on the side of a building,
perhaps the long days and nights
away from your family are worth it. But
do not expect much more than that.
However, if you want to pass on a bib-
lical legacy to the generations beyond
your years, you will need to invest the
time now.
Schedule the time. Write it down.

Arrange other events around it. Our
children really should be our most im-
portant clients.
I used to take my oldest daughter to

school each day. It was about a thirty-
minute drive each way, and now that
she is grown, I have to say it was one
of the most enjoyable times in my life.
She and I sang together and talked
about the day ahead. We talked about
the important things of life—things
that I would have missed had we not
been together each morning. That
time must have been very important to
her too, because when her younger
sister was old enough for me to take
her to school as well, the older sister
said, “Dad, take me by myself. Then
you can come back and get her.”

I will be honest with you. It is not
easy to give time to your children when
you are trying to start or expand a
business. I found it difficult to carve
out time for my own children when I
was trying to pastor a growing church.
That is why the schedule is so impor-
tant. It must be a priority.
There have been things I have had

to turn down in order to spend time
with my children. I had to learn to say
“I’m sorry I cannot meet with you
that day. I already have something
scheduled.”
Make memories and traditions. Even

though it only occurred once a year, my
daughters knew that I would take them
out to eat on their birthdays. Each of
them has special memories of those
times. My youngest daughter has fond
memories of eating oatmeal at a

beachside restaurant we once visited
for her special day. I am not sure why
a bowl of oatmeal would win over a
steak dinner, but that time and place in
her life will always be a great memory.
Use the time together to teach and

explore. Deuteronomy 6 reminds dads
that there are both formal and informal
teaching opportunities with our chil-
dren. “And thou shalt teach them dili-
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the
way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up” (vs. 7).
Some of those formal times can in-

clude putting your children to bed at
night or using a time after an evening
meal. Purposely decide what biblical
principles you will teach your children,
and then set up the opportunities to
teach them.
But do not miss the informal times

of teaching that can be so important.
When was the last time you plopped
onto your daughter’s bed and asked
her about her day? Can you remember
the joys of just going out into the back-
yard to toss the ball around and talk
about “stuff?” Those are the times
your child may ask the most important
questions of life. Those are also the
times that your “teaching” may get
through in ways that a more formal ap-
proach could never accomplish.
It is sad but true that if you wait too

long to spend such quality times with
your children, they may reject it when
you finally put forth the effort. But do
not let that stop you from doing what
you know you need to do to help them
grow up in a difficult world.

Do not allow media to babysit and
entertain your children. Some dads
have learned the hard way that it is
very difficult to pry them away from
video games and social media once
you have allowed those things to grab
hold of them. If you allow your children
to be taught by machines, you will
have a hard time getting their attention
when you want it. Be their parent, and
do what is best. �

Dad’s Den

Your Most Important Clients
BY DR. JOE FALKNER
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plex ones. Animals and plants do
change over time, but these changes
occur only within limited parameters.
It is likely that, on day six of Creation
(Gen. 1:24-31), God created one cat-
like creature that, through natural se-
lection and mutations, became the
many types of cats we see today.
Cats did not come from mammal-like
reptiles over two hundred million
years ago (sixdays.org).
It is impossible for one animal to

evolve into another because this
would require new genetic informa-
tion, which cannot spontaneously
generate. Natural selection results in
the animal becoming more special-
ized and less adaptable (Sarfati, Re-
futing Compromise, Master Books).
Mutations also result in loss of infor-
mation, which is the opposite of what
is needed for progressive evolution to
be true.
Evolution requires millions of years

for animals to develop, so the theory
requires that the earth must be millions
of years old. When your child says that
radiocarbon dating proves that ani-
mals have lived for millions of years,
you may want to ask whether carbon
dating is reliable.
Doctor Willard Libby, who invented

carbon-14 dating, assumed that the
ratio of C-12 in the atmosphere has al-
ways been constant. It must be in or-
der for carbon dating to give dates in
the millions of years. This assumption
is not true. The New Answers Book I
(Master Books), edited by Ken Ham,
explains the limitations of today’s ac-
cepted methods of dating the earth.
They do not prove millions of years of
evolution.
A class on evolution will include

“evidence” of humans evolving,
which may lead your child to say that
evolution must be true and that all
kinds of prehumans like Cro-Magnon
man and the Neanderthals have been
found.
You could respond by asking

whether those “prehumans” were re-
ally that different from today’s hu-

work of Creation, we need to know
what we are defending against. Know-
ing the basics of how evolution works
will help you respond when your child
shares what he or she is learning in
school.

The evolution scenario begins with
a hypothesis that cannot be proved or
replicated—that life came from non-
life. Your child may tell you that his
school science book says life started
in a pool of chemicals billions of years
ago and that experiments have creat-
ed amino acids, the building blocks of
life.
You can answer this assertion by

knowing what experiment your
child’s book is referencing. In 1953,
Stanley Miller set up an experiment
that simulated the supposed early at-
mosphere of the earth in flasks; then
he added an electrical discharge to
start a chemical reaction. The
process resulted in amino acids.
However, evolution texts fail to men-
tion that Miller chose gasses that
would give the results he needed. He
also isolated the acids as soon as
they were formed so that they would
not be destroyed. The yield of amino
acids was only one molecule in ten
thousand liters of water, and the
amino acids formed were not the type
that can exist in functional proteins.
This experiment proves nothing. En-
courage your child to explore the
facts at the Web site truthin-
science.org.uk.

Evolution also claims increasing
complexity over t ime—that is,
macro evolution. This is how the first
living cells are said to have eventual-
ly progressed from single cells to all
animals and humans.
Your child may say that his teacher

showed him how birds on different is-
lands develop different kinds of beaks
and, given enough time, that birds
could change into entirely different an-
imals.
No, they cannot. Mutations and

natural selection do not result in one
animal becoming another or in sim-
ple creatures becoming more com-

AS Christians, we are to live in the 
world but not be like the world. In

Paul’s letter to the Philippians, he ex-
horted them to be “blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without re-
buke, in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation, among whom ye
shine as lights in the world” (2:15).
In today’s world, we are still com-

manded to be “in the midst” of unbe-
lievers and to be the light of God
among them. This light includes our
children, who are to be Christ’s repre-
sentatives when they attend public
schools.
Our laws of separation of church

and state ensure that religious differ-
ences are ignored in the classroom.
This policy is especially evident in
classes that teach the origin and de-
velopment of life. This issue was ad-
dressed in 1968, when an Arkansas
law prohibiting the teaching of evolu-
tion was ruled a violation of the Estab-
lishment Clause. The idea of teaching
both evolution and Creation was also
declared unconstitutional in 1981. A
disclaimer stating that teaching evolu-
tion is not meant to “dissuade the Bib-
lical version of Creation or any other
concept” was also found to be uncon-
stitutional in 1997 (atheism.about.com
/library/weekly/aa022201a.htm).

These and other court cases show
that our laws will not allow the bibli-
cal facts of a six-day Creation to be
taught in public schools. Evolution
will be taught. How can you, as a
Christian mother, combat teaching
that could erode your children’s faith
in the Bible as the true Word of God?
The first thing to keep in mind is

that God’s Word is supernaturally
powerful. “For the Word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper
than any two edged sword” (Heb.
4:12). As Christians, we are to be able
to defend our beliefs. In Peter’s first
letter, he said we are to “be ready al-
ways to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope
that is in you with meekness and fear”
(3:15).

In order to defend our belief in God’s

One Mother to Another

Defending Your Faith
BY JANE CHASE
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MY Christmas present had arrived! 
For months, I had checked sales

advertisements from various office
supply stores. I had gone online to
read what other owners thought of
their newest electronic readers. Al-
though some owners admitted having
a few problems, they advised me (a
possible new owner) to get a book for
dummies to help chart my course from
stupidity to competence.
Bookstore shelves were packed

with the bright, yellow, paperbound
self-help books. It might have been a
little hard on my ego, but it seemed
that there were many other “dummies”
like me who were looking for assis-
tance. So the first purchase for my
new miracle-reader was to admit to
my stupidity and buy a book for dum-
mies. After all, we all are in need of
help—not just with electronic equip-
ment but in all areas of life!

With some help from my comput-
er-literate daughter, I was able to
“magically” load my reader with
many Bible versions and dozens of
Bible translations, from Korean to
Chinese (as if I would really need
them!). With one swift move, I was on
my way.

My first difficulty with reading the
Bible on an electronic device was to
be reminded that the Bible is not one
book but sixty-six books. Of course,
I knew that, but this meant I had to be
specific when I wanted to check out
a verse or passage. I could go to
“Bible,” but then I would also have to
indicate which book, which chapter,
and which verse. After two weeks, I
made the decision that it was much
easier to go to my old, used Bible,
where I could locate any verse almost
with the speed of light. (Note: as I am
still learning, perhaps others will
show me how to find verses faster on
the reader than in my favorite 
Bible.)

My electronic reader provides

books, many of them free, from
many good authors. There is one
danger: it is too easy to download
books at the electronic store that I
would never have even looked at, let
alone picked up in a bookstore! The
owners of electronic readers need to
be cautious about loading “free”
books with one click on the comput-
er. I have sent a couple of undesir-
able books to a book graveyard—
somewhere that  is  not  in my
electronic library.
The electronic age is moving at so

fast a pace that we cannot imagine
what electronic gadgets our children
will be able to use in a few years.
Many schools do not allow students
to use their smart phones or tablet
computers, but social media has de-
veloped at such a speed that it is al-
most impossible to guarantee that
our children will be safe from ac-
cessing worldly, even Satanic, influ-
ences with the tap of a finger. Some
children quickly learn how to unlock
parental restrictions.

Many Christian parents are not as
aware as they should be that their
precious children may be exposed to
l ies of Satan, deviant behavior,
pornography, and evil-spirit wor-
ship. We usually think of physical
safety as being the primary need for
children, and many schools have se-
curity officers on school grounds for
protection. What about protecting
young minds?

“What’s a parent to do?” someone
wrote to a newspaper after a first-
grade boy was expelled from school
because he cut out an outline of a pa-
per gun, which could be confused for
a weapon!
Christian parents have the ability to

use the most powerful weapon in the
universe—a weapon that cannot be
confiscated. The Sword of the Spirit
(Eph. 6:17) may be considered a for-
bidden book in some schools; howev-

er, the entrance of God’s Word into the
hearts and minds of children can pro-
vide strength to overcome temptation.
The power of God’s Holy Spirit cannot
be measured.
Before children start school, they

must be inoculated against certain
diseases. Why should we not protect
them from Satan’s temptations? Their
minds are wide open to learning. They
may also innocently believe everything
that older students say or that adults
teach.
Long before the school year be-

gins, we can start a program to pre-
pare our precious young people by
teaching them God’s Word and mak-
ing it applicable to problems they
may face. We certainly do not want
to instill fear in their lives, but as
someone has said, the best defense
is a good offense. Even if our chil-
dren are older, it is never too late to
pray for them, to prepare them, and
to protect them with the most pow-
erful ammunition.
Search the Scriptures for powerful

verses that contain promises of God to
His children. Psalms and Proverbs are
loaded with verses to use against evil
programs, people, and practices;
read, for instance, Psalm 119:105:
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path.”
In an ordinary day, our children’s

minds may be bombarded by words
spoken or written, by pictures that a
few years ago would have been
banned, and by the unholy, immoral
example of supposed role-models.
“Don’t you trust me?” is the age-old
complaint that children may use to
get their own way. “I don’t trust the
devil and his influence” can be our
reply.
We cannot allow the next generation

to grow up with no morals, no belief in
God, no absolutes of truth and holi-
ness. Parents must not be afraid to say
no to their children because they want

Family Life

Preparing Our Families for 
Warfare in the Digital World

BY PATRICIA OVIATT
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who is he that will harm you, if ye be
followers of that which is good?”
(I Pet. 3:13). Our Lord Jesus told His
followers, “Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God” (Matt.
5:8).
True, the world is not getting better.

It seems that evil is now called good,
and those who dare to speak out
against immorality are accused of ha-
tred and prejudice. But God’s Word
never changes. His promises are for-
ever, and his Word will be just as pow-
erful ten, twenty, a hundred, and a
thousand years from now. He inspired
the words that will keep us safe in this
evil world.
Children quickly recognize hypoc -

risy. If Dad, Mom, and teachers are not
good examples, it is almost impossi-
ble for children to believe what they
say about godly behavior.

Perhaps this spring you will decide
on a method of Bible memorization for
the whole family that will keep your
heart at peace and your children more
steadfast at school.
“Behold, God is my salvation; I will

trust, and not be afraid: . . . he also is
become my salvation” (Isa. 12:2). �

challenging him that if he would
memorize the whole love chapter of
I Corinthians 13, then he would get
those new jeans.
How was I to know that our son

was born with a photographic mem-
ory—a fact that we later learned!
Within a half hour, he was down-
stairs, holding out his open Bible.
“Go ahead. Test me,” he said. So I
did, and he got his new jeans. Later
he said, “That was way too easy,
Mom. You should have had me mem-
orize a whole book!” His cousin did
memorize the book of Romans later
and won a scholarship to a Christian
university!

We have a responsibility to make
memory work enjoyable, not a punish-
ment. As children read and study
God’s Word, it becomes part of their
mental and spiritual processes and
therefore a marvelous preparation for
life.
Jesus Christ used Scripture to over-

come the devil’s attacks. While it is
true that the human brain has a pen-
chant to remember evil pictures, sto-
ries, words, and attacks by satanic
forces, God’s Word has superhuman
power. Verses we memorize early in
life remain in our memories, often
coming to mind just when we need
them most. 
A few powerful words that lay a

foundation for trust in God’s help are
found in the epistle to the Ephesians,
where the Apostle Paul wrote, “We
wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spiri-
tual wickedness in high places.
Wherefore take unto you the whole
armour of God . . . Above all, taking
the shield of faith . . . the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spir-
it, which is the word of God” (6:12-
13, 16-17).
King Solomon shared his wisdom

by writing to his sons, “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of knowledge”
(Prov. 1:7). David prayed, “Draw me
now away with the wicked, and with
the workers of iniquity, which speak
peace to their neighbors, but mischief
is in their hearts” (Ps. 28:3).
The Apostle John wrote, “Little

children, let no man deceive you: he
that doeth righteousness is righteous
. . . He that committeth sin is of the
devil” (I John 3:7-8). God has a spe-
cial blessing for those who are unde-
filed (blameless). Peter wrote, “And

their children to love them. Child neg-
lect can be more than bruises inflicted
on a child. It is also neglectful if we do
not provide them with powerful help
against temptation.

Last Christmas, our second
daughter e-mailed a picture of the
book she had found among her
Christmas decorations. It was a Bible
storybook we had given our three
oldest children when they were little.
Inside the cover, I had inscribed
“Merry Christmas to Kathy, Karyn,
and Kent.” I had also written their
birth dates, and the dates they had
trusted in the Lord Jesus. 
As a result of the discovery of this

long-lost book, e-mails between our
children began flying. Our children
who had not been born at the time we
had given the book asked, “Why isn’t
my name there?” Our dear son, who is
now a pastor, asked, “Why is the date
of my birth there but not when I ac-
cepted Christ?” I explained that it was,
because he was only nine months old
when we gave that book to the older
kids. They all remember the messages
of that book but especially the fact that
I sat beside them to read it to them
every night.
As a teacher, I often wished that

the parents of my students could see
the expressions on the faces of their
children when they opened their
lunch boxes to find a note from Dad
or Mom. They would search for a
message, quickly read it, and then
tuck it away in a pocket or desk. They
had expressions of love and satis-
faction on their faces that can never
be duplicated.
As an aside, but related to the pre-

vious point, once when my preacher
father was working in a steel mill to
support his family, Mother asked me
to pack his lunch. Delighted with the
opportunity to be creative, I tied his
wrapped sandwiches with pink and
red ribbons and drew hearts all over
the papers. I will never forget the pain
I felt when Dad came home and said,
“Don’t ever pack a lunch for me
again. All the men were laughing at
me with the ribbons and hearts.”
Thankfully, today’s generation of
men seem to appreciate loving
touches.

One way or another, we can help
our children hide God’s Word in their
hearts. As a young teen, our second
son was begging for a new pair of
jeans that he concluded he “ab-
solutely needed.” Finally I gave in,

mans. You can point out that disease
or harsh living conditions after the
Flood may have resulted in variations
of people.

Scientists today are beginning to
accept Neanderthals as an extinct
people group rather than prehumans
(Patterson, Evolution Exposed: Biolo-
gy, Answers in Genesis). No evidence
from the fossil record shows ape-like
men or manlike apes. All known fos-
sils can be categorized as a type of
ape or a type of human. Humans and
apes were created separately by
God.
Humans were the crown of God’s

creation. Adam’s sin led to death.
Christ’s death leads to life (Rom.
5:12-18). There were not millions of
years of evolution. God tells us how
the earth came to be. We believe it.
Science confirms it. Our children
must be shown that God’s Word is
true. �

Defending Your Faith
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HAVE you ever considered that 
what you say and what you do

will live on long after you have left
this earth? “A man of God has not fin-
ished his work when they put him in
a coffin. God can start something in
us that will not stop for generations.”
These words of Philip De Courcy,
pastor and speaker on the daily radio
program Know the Truth, ring true
when viewed in light of Jesus’ Great
Commission: “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel” (Mark
16:15). Consider the lives of such
great evangelists as John Newton,
Charles Spurgeon, Martin Luther,
and Billy Graham. Who can begin to
count the lives that have been forev-
er changed through the ministries of
these men?

HOME VISITATION
Personal witnessing should be at

the top of every Christian’s to-do list. I
believe that there are people God
brings into our lives for the express
purpose of using us to acquaint them
with Him and with His free gift of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ.

One of the most enjoyable ways my
husband and I have engaged in per-
sonal witnessing has been by serving
on the visitation team at our church.
Each Sunday we are given the visitor
cards of people who have recently at-
tended one of our services. During the
following week, we stop by their
homes to welcome them, answer any
questions they might have, and en-
courage them to visit again. If they in-
vite us into their homes, we often have
the opportunity to pray with them and
share our faith. It is a real blessing
when we see the folks we have visited
become a regular part of our church
family.

SMALL-GROUP FELLOWSHIPS
Another ministry in which we have

been involved is small-group fellow-
ships, which usually grow out of adult
Sunday school classes. A sign-up
sheet is passed around the class on
the first Sunday of each month. Those
who wish to participate sign their
names, give their contact numbers,

and indicate whether they would like
to be a “guest” or a “host.” Being a
host is strictly voluntary, and no one is
ever pressured to take a turn. A coor-
dinator then organizes groups of eight
or less. Couples attend or host the
same fellowship. Children are usually
not included at these fellowship gath-
erings unless the theme is a scheduled
family picnic, which usually takes
place once a year at a park or camp-
ground.

Sharing food together is always a
part of this special evening, and each
guest contributes a food item appro-
priate to the theme. For example, if the
theme is “Pizza Night,” someone will
bring cheese; someone else might
bring sauce; someone else might
bring toppings, and so forth. The op-
tions regarding a food theme are as
original and creative as each hostess
wants them to be. Sharing the ex-
pense in this way works well for every-
one.
However, the main goal of these

small-group fellowships is the oppor-
tunity to witness in a setting where
everyone feels comfortable. After the
meal, members of the group congre-
gate in one room to pray and share
with one another. The theme of the
evening might be “How I Came to
Know the Lord,” “How God Answered
My Prayer,” “How My Life Has
Changed Since I Met Jesus,” or any
other idea that could lead others to re-
flect on their own relationship with
Christ.
Small-group fellowships are very

popular and give participants the op-
portunity to get to know others in their
church family. Close bonds of friend-
ship are often formed, and many un-
saved spouses of fellowship members
eventually come to know the Lord
through this ministry. The time spent at
the small-group fellowships is a great
blessing as well as fun for all.

JUST TALK
I have found that another great

way to get involved in personal wit-
nessing is to try to include state-
ments about Jesus in my normal,
everyday conversation with people I

know or meet. Comments about
some current  event  or  st range
weather phenomenon often arise
during the conversation. I usually
state that I believe that we are living
in the end times and that Jesus will
soon be coming back for His church.
That statement opens the door for
me to witness.
A long time ago, I heard a sermon

in which the pastor asked how we
would feel if we got to heaven and
saw people we knew on earth stand-
ing in line at the Great White Throne
judgment. This will be the judgment
of the dead whose names are not
written in the Lamb’s book of life.
Revelation 20:11-15 clearly explains
that these souls will be judged by
their deeds, which will not be able to
save them, and that they will be
thrown into the lake of fire.
That sermon made a great impres-

sion on me, and that is why I make it
my business to find some way to in-
terject the importance of a relation-
ship with Jesus Christ into conversa-
tions that I have. Not everyone agrees
with me, but when I get to heaven, I
do not want to find out that people I
knew are being thrown into the lake of
fire because I failed to share the good
news of the gospel with them. I want
to hear Jesus say, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant . . . enter
thou into the joy of thy lord” (Matt.
25:21).
Personal witnessing is often a

challenge. In this age of busyness, it
is hard to find time to devote to ac-
tivities such as those mentioned
above, but I want to assure all who
read this article that the blessings of
participation far outweigh the bur-
dens of preparation. The assurance
that souls are being saved and that
God’s kingdom is increasing each
day should bring joy to our hearts.
Added to these are the blessings of
knowing that when the Lord returns,
He will find us faithfully engaging in
His work on earth and growing in our
relationship with Him. Finally, words
cannot describe the significance of
lifelong friendships formed as a re-
sult of these minis tries. �

Building God’s Kingdom
BY SANDRA REEG
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he was born and gave him to the Lord.
When Eli’s own sons committed

heinous sacrilege and Eli could not
find it in his heart to correct and disci-
pline them, Samuel still obeyed. He
did what was right.
In Hannah’s darkest moment, she

turned to God. She went to Shiloh to
pray and walked away joyful and con-
fident, knowing God had already an-
swered her prayers.
From then on, instead of focusing

on a desire for reassurance, instead of
biting her nails and wondering
whether God would answer, she knew
He would and lived a life of thankful-
ness.
At one level, it could not have been

easy for Hannah to take Samuel to
Shiloh and walk away. He was her
baby. Perhaps he would cry for her in
the night, and she would not be there.
Her consolation was in knowing that

God would be there and that she was
doing God’s will. Every time she visit-
ed her healthy, growing son was a
confirmation that she had done what
was right.
Each Christian goes through his

own Hannah experiences. We feel
alone, abandoned, powerless. What
do we do in those times? Do we whine,
get angry, put our Bibles on a shelf?
You see, it is not so much what hap-
pens to us that is of concern; it is what
we do with our hard times that mat-
ters.
Whatever our response to difficulty

is, it will affect others. Hannah’s ac-
tions affected Samuel and eventually
all of Israel. Listen to I Samuel 3:19:
“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was
with him, and did let none of his words
fall to the ground.”

Though Hannah’s sorrow was pal-
pable, she took her problem to God for
answers. This was a woman of sub-
stance, of grace, and, most important,
of absolute faith in God’s power and
love.
What is heartache today may be the

prelude to joy and blessing tomorrow
for us and for others if we take our
heartaches to God and then trust Him.
May we learn from Hannah, whose

quiet faith in God blessed so
many. �

Eli was watching, and from her man-
ner he was convinced she was drunk.
When he reprimanded her, she as-
sured him she was sober but dis-
traught.
Eli did not counsel her, give her a

self-help book, or tell her that she did
not trust God enough or that her dis-
tress came from a lack of faith. He sim-
ply expressed his prayer that God
would grant her desire, and this con-
vinced her that God would. That was
all she needed. She trusted God and
got up and went home.

Imagine Elkanah’s joy at seeing a
smile on Hannah’s face. Imagine
Peninnah’s confusion at perhaps hear-
ing Hannah hum for the first time as
she worked.
Hannah had vowed that if God

would give her a son, she would take
him to where Eli served to be raised for
God’s service. He would be a Nazirite.
Nazirites were wholly devoted to God.
Symbolic of that devotion, they did not
drink alcohol or cut their hair.
After her prayer, Hannah did not

waste any time in doubt. She knew
that Eli would not have assured her of
God’s grace if she could not count on
it.
Hannah soon learned she was

pregnant! The ensuing months were
probably the happiest of her life, no
matter how sick she may have been
at times.
There were no ultrasounds to tell

them the child was a boy; yet she
knew this was the case. God had
granted her favor. God had removed
the reproach she had endured. Per-
haps she was beginning to under-
stand that the reproach had been part
of His plan for her in order to bring her
son Samuel into the world. Whatever
the reason for the reproach, she knew
her joy far outweighed the pain she
had suffered.
When Samuel was born, Hannah

was true to her vow. After he was
weaned as a toddler, she took him to
be raised at Shiloh.
Though Hannah later had five other

children, she made many trips to visit
her firstborn. She took him things and
assured him of her love. This was a
mother who prayed for her son before

IN the 1100s B.C., a woman named 
Hannah lived about fifteen miles

from the place where the Jews
brought sacrifices at various times.

She may well have been a contem-
porary of Ruth. Their days came at the
end of the time of the judges God
raised up to deliver and lead His peo-
ple. In Hannah’s day, Eli was the high
priest and a judge. Our focus covers
I Samuel 1 through 3.
Hannah was afflicted in the worst

way possible for a woman in her day.
She was barren, and barrenness was
considered a reproach from God.

To make matters worse, polygamy
was tolerated during this time; Hannah
was one of the two wives of Elkanah.
The other wife, Peninnah, had no
problem bearing children.

Elkanah had no understanding of
Hannah’s despair. He only knew he
loved her more than he loved Penin-
nah, and he showed it in every way.
Of course, Peninnah was jealous.

Consequently, she made Hannah’s life
miserable. Every time Peninnah had a
child, it seemed to sink the knife more
deeply into Hannah’s soul. Elkanah re-
mained clueless. He could not under-
stand why his love was not all that
Hannah needed.

Elkanah’s large family was probably
Levitical and therefore godly in their
living. Being from the tribe of Levi
meant being of the line from which the
priests descended.

Despite the godliness of their
lifestyle, Hannah’s despair deepened
until she felt desperate. Clearly, Penin-
nah felt scorned by Elkanah despite
her childbearing, and the outlet for her
anger was Hannah.

How alone Hannah must have felt!
She had no ally in Peninnah. Since
Elkanah had children by Peninnah, he
remained oblivious to Hannah’s pain
and to her exclusion from the compa-
ny of other women.
Perhaps it was during the trip to

Shiloh to offer a sacrifice that Hannah
came to a decision about her plight.
Once there, she prayed earnestly and
silently. It was common for people to
pray aloud, but she voiced her pain
and petition to God silently. Only her
lips moved.

Hannah and Her Quiet Faith
BY NOEL HARSHMAN
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FAVOUR is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain: but a woman that feareth the

Lord, she shall be praised” (Prov.
31:30). The Word of God reminds us of
the character of women who belong to
Christ. This one attribute separates
Christian women from others and sets
forth a basis that distinguishes
women’s ministry in the local church
from other social clubs, secret orders,
and sororities that women join. There
is a difference.

I am reminded of my own mother,
who is eighty years old and a vibrant
and bold servant of the Lord. Through
the years, she has grown in her faith,
and she has served in many roles in
the local church. A longtime Sunday
school student and teacher, she also
mentors women missionaries and
serves in the church. She also shares
godly counsel and wisdom with us,
her children. I have often come to the
house to see her with a copy of her
Sunday school book on her table, bed,
or lap, reading closely the week’s Bible
study lesson.

This is where godliness in the heart
of a woman begins. Women then sur-
render their lives to the Lord Jesus,
readied to sit at His feet and learn of
Him. This is what creates a women’s
ministry in the local church. Each min-
istry to women is unique, depending
on the needs of the flock, which criti-
cally shape the basis of how the
women’s ministry will disciple the
women of the church.
For instance, if there are more eld-

erly women in the church, their needs
for fellowship and discipleship are dif-
ferent from those of a younger body of
women in the church, or of married
women with young children, or of
Christian single women in careers or
waiting for God’s plan for marriage.
Every local church should assess
these needs by surveying the women
and seeking the guidance of the Holy
Spirit.

Women taught in the Word of God
and gifted by the Holy Spirit to share
God’s Word can lead different groups;

however, church leadership should al-
ways govern the types of programs
that the women’s ministry would lead
to reach women who are active mem-
bers as well as to evangelize outside
of the local body. I like to call the role
of women’s ministry in bringing value
to the local body influencing, mentor-
ing, and encouraging. This is God’s
work by His Spirit—to transform
women’s lives so that they can em-
power and train women in the work of
the Lord.
First, the blueprint for the influenc-

ing work of women’s ministry is found
in Titus 2:3-5: “The aged women like-
wise, that they be in behavior as be-
cometh holiness, not false accusers,
not given to much wine, teachers of
good things; that they may teach the
young women to be sober, to love their
husbands, to love their children, to be
discreet, chaste, keepers at home,
good, obedient to their own hus-
bands, that the word of God be not
blasphemed.”
This holy mandate sets forth the

order of how a women’s ministry can
thrive in the local church. In some
Christian circles, the older women
are called “Mother.” In other church-
es, I have observed a group of elder-
ly women cal led the “Mother’s
Board.” They represent a set-apart
group of godly, elderly women desig-
nated to serve as counsel to the
women of the church. Mature women
bring wisdom gleaned from Scripture
and life lessons on godly living, rear-
ing children, and loving and submit-
ting to their husbands. There is nev-
er a time in the Lord’s church in which
God cannot use whomever He wills
to serve others.
This is one part of the influencing

work of women’s ministry. However, a
second, more intimate, relational as-
pect of the aged or mature women
teaching other women is expressed in
the form of mentoring.
So many young women need to be

mentored in our churches! I am talking
about women taking other women un-

der their wings for a time and walking
with them as they grow in the faith of
Christ. Young women are tempted
more than ever by the world’s offer-
ings. Glamour magazines promoting
the lure of outward attractiveness and
indecent clothing have created self-
absorption, self-hatred, and inferiority
complexes in many women. They
have yet to learn “I will praise thee; for
I am fearfully and wonderfully made”
(Ps. 139:14).
In Christian women’s ministry—un-

like the worldly sororities and women’s
social clubs—singles and married,
widows, and both young and old grow
in Christ, nourished by the washing of
the Word and the kinship of other
Christian women. After a time, these
women move from the world’s stan-
dards to God’s standards. They can
become Proverbs 31 women and
“daughters of Sarah,” for “Sara
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord:
whose daughters ye are, as long as ye
do well, and are not afraid with any
amazement” (I Pet. 3:6).
Instead of worrying about the latest

jewelry sale on TV, a women’s group
can mentor one another in confidential
sessions between two sisters or in a
small group. This mentorship, created
from woman-to-woman relationship
building, reminds us of the beauty of
being adorned in Christ (I Tim. 2:9-10;
cf. Titus 2:10).
Third, women’s ministry brings en-

couragement to fellow sisters in
Christ. There is nothing greater than
seeing women in Christ in one accord
in a worship experience or in a prayer
event. I personally experienced this
encouragement in a women’s ministry
where the Spirit of God empowered
our fellowship and the Lord’s presence
was evident in our midst!
The church is enlivened as women

find their rightful place in Christ’s king-
dom, advancing His cause and seeing
His manifested glory in the changed
lives of born-again, Spirit-f i l led
women of God. �

When Godly Women Gather
BY VERINDA M. BIRDSONG
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IN every thing give thanks” (I Thess.5:18).
The Apostle Paul had earned the

right to give this command. His letters
abound in thanksgiving regardless of
his trials, and we know that he even
sang while in prison with a bleeding
back (Acts 16:23-25).

Down through the centuries ever
since, God’s saints have been follow-
ing his example. Consider, for exam-
ple, the situation of Martin Rinkart.

THE WORST OF TIMES
The year was 1648. Things had not

been going well for Pastor Martin
Rinkart and his town of Eilenberg in
Saxony. The dreaded black plague
had raged throughout central Europe,
and Eilenberg had been heavily hit. Of
the town’s four pastors, one had fled
to a healthier location. Pastor Rinkart
had buried the other two, both victims
of the plague.

In addition, the Thirty Years War was
devastating Europe. Eilenberg was
marooned, surrounded by the enemy
army. No food or medicine could be
sent in, nor could pleas for help go out.
With starvation added to the disease,
sometimes the lonely pastor conduct-
ed as many as fifty funerals a day. One
of them was that of his wife. Faithful as
he was, even visiting at the bedsides
of the members of his stricken flock,
the pastor remained well. The Lord
was merciful to His tireless servant.
As the plague dissipated, the

Swedish army became more aggres-
sive, surrounding the city so that no
one could go out and no supplies
could go in. Starvation quickly over-
took the already weakened popula-
tion.
The Swedes demanded a huge ran-

som as the price of lifting the siege.
They remained adamant in spite of
Pastor Rinkart’s intercession. The
pastor then led his people in a prayer
of such passion and faith that the
Swedish general relented and the
siege was lifted.

It was in such a scenario that Martin
Rinkart penned the words of one of
our popular Thanksgiving hymns,
“Now Thank We All Our God.”

Now thank we all our God,
With hearts and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things has done,
In whom this world rejoices;

Who from our mothers’ arms
Hath blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today.

Pastor Rinkart’s biographers are
not agreed as to the exact occasion
of his writing. Some suggest that it
was written when the siege was final-
ly lifted. Others say he wrote it for his
own children to recite each day.

CHILDREN’S PRAISES
I am rather partial to the second

suggestion because it reminds me of
another well-known song of praise
written for schoolboys.

The writer Thomas Ken, who wrote
his words in 1674, about thirty years
after Pastor Rinkart died, was the
chaplain of a boys’ school (Winches-
ter College) in England. To encourage
the devotional l i fe of his young
charges, he wrote a three-stanza
hymn—one verse to be recited on
waking up, one verse at bedtime, and
one at midnight if they were awake.
Each verse concluded with the same
refrain.

Praise God, from whom all blessings
flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below

Praise Him above, ye heavenly Host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The “Doxology,” written as a devo-
tional for young boys, is sung in
churches around the world.

DEVELOPMENT OF A HYMN
To return to our original subject,

Martin Rinkart’s text to “Now Thank
We All Our God” was set to music
about a decade later by the German
composer Johann Cruger. Cruger
was a music educator in Berlin, a
church organist, and a composer of
a great number of chorales, some of
which are still popular. His accom-
plishments also included the arrang-
ing and editing of hymnals for the
German Lutheran churches and
composing melodies, some of which
are still sung. Every hymnbook I
checked contained two or three of
them. They all included “Now Thank

We All Our God.”
Johann Sebastian Bach tinkered

with and made use of Cruger’s
melody, but it was Felix Mendelssohn
in 1840 (two centuries after the origi-
nal) who made the tune his own by us-
ing it as the chorale to his Second
Symphony, Hymn of Praise. His ver-
sion is the standard one in our hymn-
books.
It is said that in Germany, this hymn

is sung more often than any other with
the exception of Martin Luther’s “A
Mighty Fortress.”
One final point in the history of the

hymn is its translation into English.
For this we must credit Catherine
Wink worth, an English woman and
contemporary of  Mendelssohn.
While living in Germany for a year,
she fell in love with the German
chorales and hymns. She is recog-
nized in our hymnbooks as the trans-
lator of several of our commonly
used hymns, including “Now Thank
We All Our God.”
Thus it took nearly two hundred

years to develop this popular hymn
into its present form for English-
speaking Christians. We have been
singing it for more than one hundred
years in our Thanksgiving services.

“Now Thank We All Our God” is not
the only hymn of praise and thanks-
giving whose words or tune has come
to us out of the turmoil of seventeenth-
century Europe. In addition to war and
disease, there was also persecution of
Christians, particularly those who, like
our Puritan fathers, dissented from the
established churches.
These people took seriously Paul’s

admonition to give thanks in every-
thing and to give these thanks always.
Moreover, he enjoined us to do it by
“singing and making melody” (Eph.
5:19-20).

Whenever we lift our voices in praise
and thanksgiving, may we be as truly
mindful of our bountiful blessings as
Pastor Rinkart and his suffering city
were even in their t ime of great
need. �

A Song for Dark Days
BY CHARLOTTE U. SYME
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CAN I go to heaven too?” I 
asked.

My four-year-old response to the trag-
ic death of a little boy in our church star-
tled my mother. But she grabbed the op-
portunity to explain to me that Christ had
died in my place so that I could go there
too. That night, I prayed to receive Christ
as my Saviour. Although I wanted to go
to heaven right then, the Lord had other
plans for my life.
My eager response to spiritual

things as a child continued. From a
young age, the Lord gave me a love for
Him and His Word. I loved Bible sto-
ries, songs, and church. I wanted to be
good, and I was good at being good.
But I had much to learn.
As I grew, I learned that the Lord had

been the Author of my faith in the past
and that He will be the Finisher of my
faith in the future. But I lived as though
the time in between depended on me.
I often imagined Him standing at the
finish line, cheering me on in my good-
girl behavior. That is the way I lived my
life—until the Lord brought me to a
very important turning point.

At twenty-seven, I was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis (MS), and life
dramatically changed. I lost my inde-
pendence, my career, and the ability to
be strong, both physically and spiritu-
ally. Life came to a screeching halt,
and I felt shelved and useless. Gradu-
ally, everything I had been good at be-
came more difficult, including the
Christian life. I had lived in my own
strength, and it was no longer enough.
At my initial diagnosis, the physical

weakness was so severe that I spent
hours in bed. I spent many of those
hours reading the Bible and biogra-
phies of godly men and women of
faith. As I read, truth began to unfold
in a way I had never before stopped
long enough to fully grasp. I realized
that Christ was not cheering me on in
my good-girl behavior. He was still au-
thoring my faith.

As I lay there one night, I asked my-
self for an honest answer to the ques-
tion “If you were to die from all this,
how do you know you’re going to
heaven?” My first response was an in-
ward look at what I could bring to the
equation—a lifetime of good-girl be-
havior, a love for God’s Word, and two

earned Bible degrees. My focus had
turned from Christ and fixed itself on
these foundations of sand.

Suddenly, the words of Philippians
3:8-9 rang clear and personal. Like
Paul, who had “suffered the loss of all
things,” I knew the reason for the loss
was to be “found in him, not having
mine own righteousness, . . . but . . . the
righteousness which is of God by faith.”

All my life I had been taught that not
one person can step into the courts of
heaven unless he is clothed with the
righteousness of Somebody Else. But
that night, the Lord impressed this truth
deeply on my heart. Like Hudson Taylor,
overwhelmed by Christ’s words “It is fin-
ished,” I gained the “joyful conviction . . .
that there was nothing in the world to be
done but to fall on one’s knees and . . .
praise Him forevermore” (Taylor and
Taylor, Hudson Taylor in Early Years: The
Growth of a Soul,Morgan and Scott).
Though I basked in this fuller under-

standing of my position in Christ, the
Christian life did not become any easi-
er. I would try and fail. I would try hard-
er and fail more miserably. I stopped try-
ing in the hope that He would just live
His life through me. Life had been hard,
and I was tired of trying. I was discover-
ing that apart from Him, I could do noth-
ing (John 15:5). I could not live the
Christian life in my own strength.

Again, I was at the end of myself.
And again, the Lord opened my eyes
to His sufficiency. Christ was not
standing at the finish line, as I was still
imagining Him to be. He is a living re-
ality in my daily life. The Lord showed
me that unless I am depending on
Him, I am nothing. “Be nothing,” a Pu-
ritan once wrote, “but a capacity for
Christ to live in” (Watson, “How to Die
to Self,” www.scrollpublishing.com).
I am learning daily that His life in me

is my only hope for living the Christian
life. I need not just His work on the
cross and His robe of righteousness; I
also need to “know him, and the pow-
er of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:10).
I echo Samuel Rodigast’s hymn

“Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right.”
But I could not believe He had brought
me this far only to keep me on a shelf.
He had taught me much on that shelf;
but did He have other plans for my life?

Years of sickness along with the as-
surance that heaven would one day be
my home only strengthened my desire
to go there. I began to imagine what it
will be like. Everyone will rejoice in the
knowledge of God. Every relationship
will be complete and joyful. But not
one person will need to be encour-
aged in the Lord. No one will need to
be reminded of God’s truth or taught
something he does not know.

I realized that this life is the only op-
portunity to remind one another of the
incredible truths of God. The Spirit be-
gan to impress these words upon my
heart as if they were etched in Scrip-
ture with only my name attached: “I
shall not die, but live, and declare the
works of the Lord” (Ps 118:17).
My health began to improve; little by

little, I was given opportunities to declare
His works. I was asked to lead a
women’s Bible study at my church. De-
votional Web sites began publishing my
work. I found myself being given oppor-
tunities to speak. The Lord was calling
me to be a voice for Him in small but im-
portant arenas. Through MS God had
shown that I could not do ministry for
Him in my own strength. But He gave me
the desire to serve anyway. He con-
vinced my heart that He would do the
work through me, and He shows me
continually that His strength is sufficient.

Though my health is stable, God
gifted me with a chronic reminder that
my strength is not enough. I could
never hope for eternity, live for Him
today, or serve Him effectively on my
own. Every day is a lesson in knowing

Not I but Christ
BY BETHANY HAYES

Bethany Hayes

(Continued on page 61)
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DO you l ike receiving greeting 
cards? December provides a

wonderful opportunity to share your
faith with both believers and nonbe-
lievers through your choice of the
greeting cards that you give.

Sometime in the 1970s, I began cre-
ating my own Christmas cards. I failed
to date the cards and letters until 1987.
These cards meant something special
to my aunt Chris. One year Aunt Chris
sent me what appeared to be a hand-
made card. She wrote, “When I saw
this card, it reminded me of all the
beautiful handmade cards and letters
that you have sent me over the years.”
It did appear that someone had cut

out a scenic picture and attached the
words “Jesus Lives!” on the lower cor-
ner of the picture. This was glued on a
piece of folded construction paper;
then a folded plain sheet was attached
inside. It was well done, with scallops
around each part of the card. My aunt
did not put the date on this card.

Aunt Chris is a big fan of the cards I
make. I think it may have been Christmas
2007 when she wrote, “Thank you for the
beautiful, handmade Christmas card.
Yours are always so special because you
never forget the real reason that there is
a Christmas.” Most years she comments
about the cards. Aunt Chris is in her late
nineties now; but even with some phys-
ical limitations, she remembers the birth-
day and anniversary dates of her children
and extended family.

Along with the comments I have re-
ceived from my side of the family, friends
of my late husband also enjoyed receiv-
ing these Christmas cards. The widow of
an officer serving on my husband’s
World War II ship praised the cards I sent
each year. In 2006 she wrote, “Your
Christmas card was wonderful—needs
to be in a book—it might get messed up
in newspaper. You surely did a great
job.” I could quote more from cards I re-
ceived, but space is limited. 
There is one additional comment,

however, that has a special message.
It came from a former pastor and his
wife. They were my first youth leaders
when I was a teenager. She wrote:

“Your card had just the right words
and spirit about it. I asked Dan what
he was going to speak on Sunday and
he said the Scriptures you used really
ministered to him. I hadn’t told him but

I had put it in my Bible as it had min-
istered to me also. I know for sure you
must have been inspired when you put
it all together. Thanks so much! You
never know what God will make a
blessing. Just wanted you to know.”

That was in 1996. The card’s title was
“Out of Darkness” in black letters form-
ing a half circle; then it continued “Came
the Light” in outline font to form the bot-
tom of the circle. A Star of David was in
the center of the circle, and a cross was
below. The Scriptures I used were Isa-
iah 9:2, 6-7 and Luke 2:30-32.
Greeting cards can speak to people.

If you make your own, the card will of-
fer the receivers a part of yourself. Re-
member to date your cards for future
reference. Technology offers many
software programs to help those who
enjoy the challenge of creating.
If you purchase your Christmas

cards, choose those that will present
Christ as Messiah. Write a personal
note in each as you sign your cards.
Christmas is a special time of the year.
Your unsaved loved ones may receive
the salvation message more easily at
this joyous time of celebration.
If you have a computer and printer

at home, you can have a ministry us-

ing cards that you create not only at
Christmas but also throughout the
year. There are cards for all occasions.
Have you considered creating a tip
card to use when you enjoy eating at a
restaurant and you want to add some-
thing to the monetary tip you leave?
I created two styles: “A Tip for You,”

which has this inside message: “We
appreciate your service to us and wish
to give you another type of tip.” That
other tip, on the left-hand side, is “Tip
for Life.” This tip uses John 3:16,
Matthew 16:26, a paragraph giving a
short appeal for a person to accept
Christ, and then Romans 10:9, 13.
The other style I created is “Thank

You for Your Service” with the mes-
sage: “You served us well. We appre-
ciate all that you did for us. May the
Lord Jesus Christ bless you and give
you joy and peace in your life.” On the
left-hand side is “Biblical View of Serv-
ice” that uses Luke 22:25-26 and
Colossians 3:22-24 with a little intro-
duction before each verse.

For the front of each card, I used a
photo I took along with a smaller photo
inside. I also used the back of the card
to invite the person to my church. Make
sure you provide the correct church
name, address, and telephone number.
If possible, you can put a picture of your
church underneath the information.

I always put a smaller note at the bot-
tom of the back indicating the card was

prepared by me. These
and other tract-type cards
can be created in the four-
fold card design available
in greeting card software.
The way to use tip cards

is to put your tip inside the
card and give it to the wait-
ress or waiter. When our
church ladies have a birth-
day brunch at a restaurant,
the ladies all put their tip
into one card. I carry one or
two cards with me for
these occasions. If I forget
to pull one out, someone
usually will ask whether I
have one with me.
Another card I created I

named “Have you walked
the Roman Road?” I used
stock photos to represent
the road and people walk-
ing. Inside, beginning on
the left, is an invitation to
find the verses in the Bible
and follow the steps. This

Cards, Cards, and More Cards
BY JUDITH BACON CONNELL

(Continued on page 61)



54

MANY of us have l ikely heard
about the young boy who was

asked by his teacher what he was
drawing. “A picture of God” was the
reply. “But no one knows what God
looks like,” stated the teacher. “They
will when I finish drawing,” the young
lad confidently answered. We smile at
this, and yet we all have a desire to
see God.

This side of heaven, we will have to
be content with the picture the Bible
paints of Deity. And since He is Spirit,
we must “see” Him as a He is pre-
sented through His attributes, actions,
and words. It is in studying Scripture
that we gain knowledge and hence a
picture of Him.
This article will explore in a limited

fashion one of the many attributes,
or characteristics, of God. The over-
all subject of these attributes may be
categorized under two headings—
namely, communicable and non-
communicable. The communicable
attributes are those that God allows
humans to share (for example: wis-
dom, love, and mercy). The noncom-
municable ones are those character-
istics that only God has or can have
(for example: self-existence, ab-
solute perfection, and eternality). It
is true that believers are given eter-
nal life, but they are not eternal in the
sense that God is, for only He is
without beginning.

The attribute we will look at here is
one of God’s noncommunicable
ones—namely, His omnipresence. It is
a compound word meaning to be
everywhere present. The prefix,
“omni,” means “all,” and is used to
name two other attributes of God as
well: omnipotence (all-mighty) and
omniscience (all-knowing). Each of
these attributes of God belongs to Him
alone. As we consider His omnipres-
ence, we will find it to be both com-
forting and discomforting, depending
on what is happening in our lives.

That God is everywhere present is a
truth that David knew when he penned
Psalm 139, where we find: “Whither
shall I go from thy spirit? or whither
shall I flee from thy presence? If I as-

cend up into heaven, thou art there: if
I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art
there. If I take the wings of morning,
and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea; even there shall thy hand lead me,
and thy right hand shall hold me” (vss.
7-10).
Another verse that contributes to

the doctrine is II Chronicles 16:9,
where Asa, king of Judah, was ad-
monished by Hanani the seer that
God was certainly aware of the king’s
sin: “For the eyes of the Lord run to
and fro throughout the whole earth,
to shew himself strong in the behalf
of them whose heart is perfect to-
ward him.” A similar expression is
found in Zechariah 4:10. Though this
is not an article on God’s omnis-
cience (knowing all things), one can
easily see that omnipresence and
omniscience are closely related. If
God is everywhere present, and He
is, it stands to reason that He is also
all-knowing.
Add Jeremiah 23:23-24 to the list of

verses that explicitly state that God is
everywhere. There God speaks and
says, “Am I a God at hand, saith the
Lord, and not a God afar off? Can any
hide himself in secret places that I
shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do
not I fill heaven and earth? saith the
Lord.”
Finally, for the purposes of this arti-

cle, note Hebrews 4:13: “Neither is
there any creature that is not manifest
in his sight: but all things are naked
and opened unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do.” The doctrine of
God’s omnipresence is supported by
many other verses throughout Scrip-
ture as well.
The archenemy of believers is

none other than Satan; but unlike
God, he is not everywhere present,
all-powerful, or all-knowing. He cer-
tainly is powerful, and he knows our
weaknesses, but he is not on a par
with God. He is a created being as
we are. The Apostle Paul called the
devil “the god of this world” (II Cor.
4:4), which speaks of his power and
influence at the present time, but it
must be noted that he is a little g god

and not Deity. At times it may seem
that Satan is everywhere present,
but he is not, though he does have
the help of numerous fallen angels
(demons).
Now, let us turn our thoughts to how

this attribute of God should affect the
lives of believers. First, it should be a
comforting doctrine—comforting in
that there is no place a person can be
and not have the presence of God. No
home, hospital, prison cell, or far-off
country is without God’s presence,
and wherever a believer may be found,
God is there. This is the case not just
because the believer is indwelled by
God’s Spirit but also because God is
omnipresent.
It should also be comforting that no

matter the situation of the believer,
God is there. In sickness or sorrow, in
poverty or prosperity, in the spring of
youth or the winter of agedness, one
is never alone. God’s abiding pres-
ence should cheer and comfort the
believer.
On the other hand, this doctrine can

be a discomforting one as well—dis-
comforting because again God is al-
ways and everywhere present. He
knows everything one thinks or does.
Nothing is hidden from His sight, and
such truth should play a major role in
the believer’s life. If one can keep this
truth in mind, it might—and should—
be a huge factor in decision making,
whether in the moral or the ethical
realm.
Most likely all of us can think of

times, past or present, when we
would not want others to know what
we are thinking or doing. If that is
true regarding other humans, how
much even more so should it be
when it comes to our relationship
with God? There is an old saying that
when the cat is away, the mice will
play. Have we not also noticed how
some people work harder when the
boss is around as opposed to when
he is absent?
Well, the believer’s Boss is always

present. We should strive to live so as
to be comforted by that truth, rather
than discomforted. �

The Omnipresence of God
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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FOR years now, one of the popular 
themes in car advertising has

been vehicle safety. Carmakers tout
the manifold protection their cars pro-
vide in the rare event of a crash. My
daughter and I have been involved in
twenty-two car accidents, and it is not
due to vehicular protection that I am
alive to tell about it. God delivered in
ways beyond what I expected or even
had the faith to believe.
In the most recent accident, we were

hit almost head-on at fifty miles an hour.
When I saw that impact was imminent,
I begged God to watch over us.
Emergency vehicles from three juris-

dictions arrived at the scene with hy-
draulic rescue tools. The EMT calmed
my daughter as they approached the
car. I turned my head, and he said with
a sound of relief to the others, “They
both lived”; however, I realized I was
paralyzed from the waist down.

At the hospital, I saw myself in a
wheelchair with useless legs. I made a
vow to the Lord that, walking or not, I
would love and serve Him. I knew, by
all accounts, my daughter and I should
have died in that crash.

My former pastor’s wife arrived at the
hospital. She asked to pray with me.
She laid her hand across my forehead
as her loving and fervent prayer was
made to God (cf. Jas. 5:14-16). Her
prayer of faith for my broken and para-
lyzed body was answered according to
God’s will (I John 5:14). In no time at all,
I was up and out of the wheelchair. I
was able to stand and walk.

Upon our release from the hospital,
my daughter and I went to remove our
belongings from the car. Noting its
condition, the attendant asked
whether the occupants had survived. I
explained that my daughter and I had
been the ones in that car. I explained
that I had been paralyzed but that, af-
ter prayer, I was now able to walk. With
teary eyes, he vowed that he would go
to church that next Sunday.
When I picked up my keys at the po-

lice impound yard, I found, to my dis-
may, that I had been given a ticket for
the accident. The ticket carried points
on my driver’s license and a hefty fine.
Our city has an arbitration system to
resolve these matters. I could not af-
ford a lawyer. After a week of fasting

and prayer, I went to the court hoping
God would meet me there.

The officer who had come to the
scene of the accident was in atten-
dance. The arbitrator asked for my ac-
count. After I gave it, I noted that the
intersection in question is so congest-
ed that left turns can only be made af-
ter the light has turned red to clear the
intersection. I mentioned that the per-
son came to my car and apologized. I
revealed that I had a witness and ex-
plained why she could not make it and
that she was willing to give a written
account if needed.

I asked permission to ask the officer
how he had made the determination to
give me the ticket since he had not wit-
nessed the accident. The arbitrator
put down her pen and asked the offi-
cer whether he had any witnesses. He
replied no. She asked whether the oth-
er driver involved in the accident was
present in the hall. The officer said he
had not requested she attend the
hearing. The arbitrator asked to be ex-
cused while she and the officer
stepped outside for a minute.

When they returned, the arbitrator
said the case would be dismissed and
the ticket and points on my license re-
moved. I would also receive a letter of
apology for my inconveniences from
the court and from that officer.

Our ordeal continued when our in-
surance adjuster became involved. He
called on day twenty-seven to say they
were offering me less than half of what
I owed on the car, and that my paid
rental car would end on day thirty. I re-
member asking God, in tears, for help.
The next day, I took pad and pen for

notes and wrote down questions and
statements that God brought to my
mind to take up with the adjuster when
he called. God was answering my plea
for help.

When the adjuster repeated the of-
fer, I responded with those state-
ments I had written. I said my policy
mentioned I could refuse any “unrea-
sonable” settlement. I said there was
a replacement clause stating that the
duty of their company was to give me
a car of equal year, model, and make.
I stated that I had been advised to
only accept a pay-off amount that
would pay off the loan balance, 

minus that month’s payment. 
I told him the ball was in his court.

He could take the amount he offered
and purchase my replacement car or
deem the car not repairable and pay
off the loan by the above specifica-
tions. I told him not to call me until he
did one of the two. Then I hung up.

On day thirty, the adjuster called.
His voice shook as he reported that
they had decided to total the car and
that a check in the full amount of the
loan, minus that month’s payment,
would be ready in four business days.
The cashier at the finance company

asked who I knew in authority as she
motioned to the seven in line behind
me who were paying on vehicles that
had been totaled. I smiled, wrote the
name of Jesus on a piece of paper,
and passed it to her.
For a month I drove a car for which

I had to carry water and oil on each
trip. One day my daughter and I went
to a local auto dealership and signed
in for the door prize.
A week later, someone from the

dealership called about my auto situ-
ation and asked me to come in. After
that meeting, I had a two-year lease
for a brand-new car that I ordered. It
was less than the car note I had paid
on the totaled car and included the in-
surance. We kept that car until it had
well over 100,000 miles.
This incident taught me how impor-

tant I am to God. As a new Christian, I
knew so little about Him. As explained
in Ephesians 3:11-20, an encounter
like this one strengthens the inner man
and causes faith in Christ to grow in
our hearts, increasing our love for Him.
At the beginning of my accident or-

deal, my problems seemed bigger
than God. I did not even know what to
ask or expect. On each occasion in
which God showed His hand, my faith
grew exponentially. God truly did
abundantly, exceedingly above all that
I could ask or think.
I learned that God is intrinsically in-

volved in every detail of my life, just as
He is with all of creation. He orders the
events of our lives to make us whole
and show Himself mighty. I can truly
affirm with Romans 8:28 that all things
work together for the good of those
who love God. �

How God Preserved Our Lives
BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS
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SIMPLY put, prayer is my most 
favorite privilege of all that I ex-

perience as a Christian. I grew up say-
ing the required prayers of my family’s
religious background. I still remember
saying prayers that I had memorized
and being told that I was forgiven of
my sins. I did this without much
thought.

Years later, by God’s merciful grace,
I found salvation in Christ. I under-
stood my need for the Saviour Jesus
Christ and realized that eternal life is
received through faith alone, not
through works of my own (Eph. 2:8-9).

The best way to grow in faith and
sanctification is to read and study
God’s Word diligently and regularly. I
was amazed when I read it the first
time and discovered verse after verse
that drastically and marvelously
changed not only my life but my
prayers as well.
Imagine reading “But when ye pray,

use not vain repetitions, as the hea-
then do” (Matt. 6:7). That is just what I
had been doing—praying as “hea-
thens” do. I asked the Lord what I
could do to change that.
“Ask, and it shall be given you”

(Matt. 7:7). I found a study on prayer
that greatly impacted my prayer life by
helping me understand that in Christ I
was now a “new creature” (II Cor.
5:17), with the Holy Spirit dwelling in-
side me (Eph. 3:16-21).
The apostles left their families,

homes, and work, sacrificing every-
thing to be with Jesus day and night
for three years. They saw Jesus slip
quietly out of view at dark, not to re-
turn until morning light. They knew He
went to be alone and spend time in
prayer with His Father. 
When He returned, they watched

Him go through each day reaching
out and drawing in multitudes with
waiting arms. He performed miracles
and healings as simply as breathing.
His generous, infinite love poured
down like rain, embracing everyone.
His disciples learned that His time
spent in prayer was a source of that
love, that incredible power and
miraculous blessing. They must have

understood; why else would they
have asked, “Lord, teach us to pray”
(Luke 11:1-4)?

Jesus’ reply was “When ye pray,
say, Our Father.” Thus begins the
first lesson on what prayer is and
why we ought to pray. We pray to
have an intimate relationship with
our Almighty God. When we address
Him as “Father,” we must be sure we
are His children. Only His children
have a right to cry, “Abba, Father”
(Rom. 8:15) as Christ did (Mark
14:36).

Christ then continued, “Which art in
heaven” (Luke 11:2) causing us now to
envision God in the heavenlies with
Christ at His right hand (Mark 16:19).
We too will dwell there in perfect union
with Them one day. Our heart’s desire
should long for that home rather than
fall prey to the temporal and tempting
life we endure here.
His words “Hallowed be thy name”

(Luke 11:2) cause us to worship and
adore God as Creator and sovereign
King. This needs to be our first offer-
ing in prayer, lifting our hearts in ado-
ration, not supplication. I have to
work hard on this point, but using
some of the psalms helps. The
psalms are richly filled, recounting all
that the Lord has done and will do in
our lives. Meditating on some of the
words leads us to cry: “Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven,
so in earth.” The only way we can
know what God actually wills for each
of us is to be a serious student of His
Word. Therein lies all we need to
know to please and obey Him.

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life” (John 14:6). That sums it
up very well. Jesus is the subject, the
answer, and the reason for our
prayers. It is His kingdom that will
come and His will for our lives that
matters, not our own.
When Jesus said “Give us day by

day our daily bread” (Luke 11:3), He
taught that He is able to give us what
we need every day. We will not suffer
want or wish or worry for or about to-
morrow (Matt. 6:34). The Lord knows
every little heart’s desire and concern,

and He cares more than we could ever
care about ourselves.
Then the Lord said, “Forgive us our

sins; for we also forgive every one
that is indebted to us” (Luke 11:4).
This can be the most challenging. So
often we just do not want to forgive.
Again, the Lord was teaching not
what words to repeat but rather the
meaning of what our prayers should
actually accomplish when we utter
them.
Our Father knows only too well what

unforgiveness can do to a heart and
life. He watches over a whole world,
not just our little corner, and sees what
happens when we let a root of bitter-
ness fester. It can and will affect a fam-
ily, neighborhood, whole church, or
workplace.
While our minds and hearts wrestle

with the above struggle, how perfect-
ly we are led into His next phrase or
plea: “And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil” (Luke 11:4).
Notice that He did not say, “Get us out
of temptation” once we have chosen
to rush into it.
The “evil” refers not only to this

world, with sin’s devastation all around
us, but also to the devil, who seeks to
devour us (I Pet. 5:8).
The Lord’s Prayer is not just words

to say over and over. Rather, it is an
outline of how and why to pray. We
will know how to pray by knowing
His Word well and obeying it as
every new truth sinks in and convicts
us to do so. Knowing how to pray is
to awake each morning believing
God, rejoicing and praising Him first.
How to pray is to forgive whatever
we have suffered by another not just
once but time and time again (Matt.
18:22).
Jesus’ upholding power is anoth-

er key reason to pray: “And He spake
a parable unto them to this end, that
men ought always to pray, and not to
faint” (Luke 18:1). Hopefully, the best
reason of all for you to pray is that it
will ignite a constantly growing de-
sire for deeper intimacy with Christ
every time you kneel, stand, or sit
and pray. �

Privilege of Prayer
BY ANNALOU WREN
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OVER the past decade, I have
contacted each of my U.S.

senators to express my concern on
various issues. Although I receive
replies, I question whether I accom-
plish anything by writing or tele-
phoning one senator. His written re-
sponse is lengthy, but I sense that he
has not really heard what I said. My
feeling is that he turns a deaf ear to
people with a conservative world-
view.
In an amazing contrast, I have in-

stant and constant communication
with the holy Almighty God who creat-
ed me. My comments and petitions
never fall on deaf ears when directed
heavenward.
Together with the psalmist, I can

say, “I love the Lord, because he hath
heard my voice and my supplications.
Because he hath inclined his ear unto
me, therefore will I call upon him as
long as I live” (Ps. 116:1-2).

Often when a young child asks a
question or shares a thought with a
parent or an adult in his quiet, small
voice, the adult leans down, puts his
ear closer to the little one, and listens
intently.
That is how I picture my God. Lean-

ing down from His lofty throne in heav-
en, He inclines His ear, listening care-
fully to the petitions of an unworthy
child. He hears us. He understands the
cry of His needy child. He hears my
voice.
Although I do not understand how

God hears and inclines His ear while
untold numbers of His children call
upon Him simultaneously, I know from
a lifetime of calling upon God that He
does.

THE VOICE OF CHILDHOOD
When I was five years old, I cried

out to God with tears as I sat in the
backseat of the family car, realizing I
was a lost sinner. With my father’s
help, that day my Heavenly Father
heard my voice of repentance. God
inclined His ear. He made me His
child.
One of my favorite reminders that

God answers prayer centers around
the childlike faith of my five-year-old
son years ago. Junior needed tennis
shoes. His pinched toes reminded
him to take this need to God faithful-

ly every night. Imagine the excite-
ment in our home the day a friend
brought two bags of clothes that her
son had outgrown! Guess what was
included in those bags? Yes! Voice
heard!

THE SUPPLICATIONS OF YOUTH
College days were filled with prayer

requests in many areas: finances,
proj ects, tests, health, weekend ex-
tension opportunities (ministering
through music and youth meetings in
churches), daily necessities, relation-
ships.
During those years, I discovered

firsthand that God hears and answers
requests too personal to share with
others. He taught me to cast “all your
care upon him; for he careth for you”
(I Pet. 5:7).

When I look back now, I vividly re-
member kneeling by my bunk bed
while my four college roommates
slept, taking my supplications to God
for a discouraged friend who wanted
to leave Bible college and join the
army. A few years later I married that
man, who continued his studies and
has served the Lord faithfully as a
pastor for forty-two years. I love the
Lord!

THE CALLS OF MATURITY
Recently our daughter faced a dif-

ficult situation. Her father and I, along
with others, prayed about the matter
for several weeks. When the antici-
pated day of need arr ived, the
prayed-for end did not materialize,
resulting in a financial burden for her
young family.

“We have prayed and prayed, Mom.
Why didn’t the Lord help us?” Sarah
questioned as we shared the seem-
ingly unanswered burden over the
phone. “I don’t understand!”
“Neither do I, dear,” I replied, “but I

do know that God has faithfully heard
and provided for our needs through
the years—even when it seemed im-
possible.
“Remember when Jeremy needed

braces?” She did. The braces were
not just for cosmetic purposes; they
were necessary. “We were so poor!
How could we afford that? Grandpa
sent the first $500 required to begin.
We never received another bill from

that Christian orthodontist! God pro-
vided!”
When I knelt before God a few min-

utes after our conversation ended,
with tears I cried aloud. “You don’t
seem to have heard, dear Father. We
and others have brought this petition
to You many times. Why do Sarah and
Aaron need to spend all that money! It
is so unnecessary!”
God heard my faltering voice then,

just as He had heard the many previ-
ous petitions. Quietly, He reminded
me of thirty-three believers in North
Korea who faced a sentence of exe-
cution that day because they loved
God, of a mother dying of cancer who
longed to live with her husband and
raise her young daughter, of a friend
who spends many hours each week
at dialysis while two years have
passed as she waits for a kidney
transplant.
I pray for these people. They want

positive answers too, I mused. What
we are facing is not life-threatening!
Responding in Christlike ways to dif-
ficulties is an important part of the
believer’s life. That is what we must
do!
A few minutes later, I texted those

examples to Sarah. “God reminded
me that at least we do have the op-
portunity to work to pay this expense.
And He is still the same!” (Heb. 13:8).

AS LONG AS I LIVE
My ninety-three-year-old mother

sends a daily e-mail to her family.
Imagine the thrill of experiencing
God’s tender assurance to me when
later that morning I read her note,
which began with my favorite text.

“‘I love the Lord, because he hath
heard my voice and my supplica-
tions,’” she wrote. “‘Because he hath
inclined his ear unto me, therefore will
I call upon him as long as I live’ (Ps.
116:1-2). That is the most important
choice of my life and yours. I choose
to confide in the Lord about each of
our concerns! Then ‘I will walk before
the Lord in the land of the living’ (vs. 9).
That puts value on each step and each
day of life!”

I agree with the psalmist and my
mother. We each give lifelong testi-
mony to and praise for God’s hear-
ing ear! �

Praise for a God Who Hears Us
BY JEANNE MOFFITT
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HANDS down, the most wonderful 
celebration of Jesus Christ’s birth

is held in His presence, in heaven,
where continual worship and praise of
our Saviour is a hallmark. The land of
no sorrow, no sickness, no sin, no sun-
set is a place where every moment joy-
fully heralds the Messiah.

Only a few days before last Christ-
mas, my husband, Pastor David
Wymer, went on ahead to glory and
began his eternal celebration of our
precious Saviour. After his fifty-sev-
enth and final Christmas on earth, he
was privileged, because of his faith in
that very Saviour’s sacrifice on the
cross, to begin enjoying the merriest of
celebrations that never will end.

We always said that home was
wherever we were together. Christmas
was very special to us. We even were
married at Christmastime.
Over the years, we enjoyed ele-

ments of our Christmas traditions that
may or may not have been unique to
our family of eight. It took several
years after our marriage to establish
traditions we wanted to carry forward.
As time progressed and circum-
stances changed, we tried to creative-
ly adapt.

A big change occurred when the ex-
tended-family Christmas no longer
was celebrated on Christmas Eve. It
was moved to the Saturday between
Christmas Day and New Years Day,
and suddenly we had a formerly fes-
tive evening become sad and empty. It
felt terrible!

What would be best to fill that hol-
low, empty place? Well, the tradition
begun in that sad situation turned out
to be a favorite memory over the
years.
Our local grocery store closed at

7:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve. In the hour
before store closing, our family would
bounce into the store, each member
having one fun assignment, to pick
out the food he personally wanted to
eat by midnight that night. One child
might pick out his own half-gallon of
fresh orange juice and containers of
Asian barbecued pork with spicy
mustard and sesame seeds. Another

might choose a frozen pizza and a
huge bottle of soda and a package of
shrimp. Not everyone cared for the
choices made! It was very special to
each one to choose exactly what
sounded delicious to him. It always
was fun to see what each person
chose.

There were only a few misfires over
the years, but they ultimately became
fond memories, spoken of amidst
peals of laughter. The spumoni ice
cream that looked so tasty in the pic-
ture on the box was anything but—at
least, according to our son who picked
it out to enjoy all Christmas Eve long.
Sadly, holidays are days of sorrow

and loneliness to some. I am person-
ally experiencing that truth. With that
concept in mind, however, for many
years our family anonymously pre-
pared small gifts intended to be an en-
couragement to hurting friends.
Some years there were as many as

twenty gifts. They could not be expen-
sive gifts. We tried to think of some-
thing that might provide ongoing en-
couragement.
One of our favorite gifts was a five-

or six-dollar item that was sold only at
Christmas. At that holiday time, there
are boxes for sale that hold a flower-
pot, soil, a flower bulb or bulbs, and in-
structions—a small gift yielding weeks
of hope, activity, watchfulness, and, fi-
nally, a beautiful floral display that also
lasts several weeks.
Perhaps we forget or find it is diffi-

cult to imagine that there truly are peo-
ple who have no one with whom to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. No
one who remembers them with a gift
during the season of giving!
For unbelievers who go through the

season of mirth with none, it can be a
tender time to share the gift Jesus
Christ gave when He spent Himself on
the cross to bear the sins of the whole
world. For a variety of reasons that
may include the sadness previously
described, people are often more
open to the sweet message of the
gospel at Christmas.
What better gift for anyone to re-

ceive than Jesus Christ as their Sav-

iour? What better way to inject joy and
peace into a formerly sorrowful day of
loneliness?
There are yet two other gifts that can

be given, both without a dollar price
and both having to do with sacrifice of
self. Really, these are appropriate at
any time, not just in December.
First, it is wonderful to remember in

writing with sincere and profuse
thanks those who have been a bless-
ing by giving of themselves or of their
means to assist or encourage. It may
be someone else they blessed or faith-
ful service rendered in the Lord’s
house, but being overtly thankful is not
exclusively the domain of the recipient
of the sacrifice. Thankfulness is in-
structed in God’s Word, and thankful
people are happier people.
Second, give yourself to a need God

has laid on your heart. Perhaps there
is an arthritic who needs help mending
or an invalid who cannot get to the
mall to do his own Christmas shop-
ping. Perhaps a couple of hours spent
with another over coffee would be a
gift that would lift his spirit and propel
him forward in a good and godly way.
My husband’s and my wedding an-

niversary, Christmas, as well as my
birthday, fell just a few days after his
funeral. It was difficult. It was painful.
It was hard!
But the truth of the matter is that

our lives are but a vapor. Very soon,
we who have placed our faith in Je-
sus Christ for salvation will be enjoy-
ing continuous celebration of our
Saviour.
However, until our souls are granted

residency in heaven, where every
day’s essence is Christmas and Eas ter
rolled into one, may we make the most
of every opportunity to be generous,
to make memories, to give of our-
selves to God’s honor and glory. In so
doing, we may lighten the loads of oth-
ers, make another’s journey toward
eternity more fruitful, or show a lost
soul the blessings of salvation through
faith in Christ so one day he too will
celebrate in God’s presence the gifts
given by our Saviour from His heart of
boundless love. �

Until Every Day Is Christmas
BY SUSAN WYMER



WINTER QUARTER 2015-16 59

TO teach children a Bible lesson that 
keeps their attention and also im-

pacts their lives takes much prayer
and reliance on the Holy Spirit. Teach-
ing also takes a great deal of time in
preparation. You must study the Scrip-
ture text yourself to be clear on what
the passages mean.

Usually, reading the text three times,
preferably aloud, is best. Take notes
on key passages, main characters in
the lesson, location, time frame, and
core teaching objective.
If you are selecting the text to be

taught, keep in mind that narrative
portions of Scripture (for example, the
account of Jonah in the belly of a fish)
are generally easier for children to
grasp than abstract portions (such as
instruction to the church in the New
Testament epistles).

As handlers of God’s most precious
Word and being responsible for the
children He has placed under our
teaching, it is also vitally important to
skillfully weave the gospel into any
Bible lesson we teach.

A well-rounded Bible lesson should
be both evangelistic and challenging,
offering an opportunity for an unbe-
liever to respond to the gospel, yet
also encouraging the believer to put
into practice a learned spiritual truth.

After you prepare your basic Bible les-
son outline, consider how you will intro-
duce the lesson to your students. Open-
ing class with a question that grabs the
child’s attention or sparks curiosity is a
great way to lead into your lesson.
Children love to look at colorful visu-

als and interesting objects as they are
being taught. Flannelgraph figures, flash
cards, a computer presentation pro-
gram, and common objects brought
from home are all good choices  for al-
most any age. You also may consider
teaching the children a simple song (with
lyrics and visual) to reinforce the lesson
theme at some point in class time.
Depending on age and class size,

some teachers provide a snack that ties
into the lesson. For example, if you were
teaching about Jonah in the fish’s belly,
a snack of blue-colored drink and fish
crackers would be fitting.

Finally, be sure the children see you
reading from God’s Word, not just a
quarterly teaching guide. They will re-

member seeing that it was the Bible
you were holding and teaching from.
Below you will find a very brief chil-

dren’s Bible lesson on Saul’s conver-
sion. It is based on Acts 9:1-22 and writ-
ten to directly address the children.

“Did you ever meet someone who
was mean, angry, and full of hate? Our
Bible lesson is about a man just like
that. His name was Saul.

“Saul was full of hate for Christians.
He did not believe in Jesus Christ as
God’s own Son and the Saviour. In
fact, he was so against those who did
believe that he wanted to get rid of
Christians altogether!

“Saul’s anger and hatred were a re-
sult of the fact that he was a sinner,
born with a dark heart and a natural
bent toward sin (explain sin as any-
thing we say, do, or think that dis-
pleases God).

“Saul was not the only one with this
sin problem. The Bible clearly says in
Romans 3:23, ‘For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God.’ Can
you think of ways that you have sinned?
“No wonder Saul was angry and

mean! Sin has a way of making us feel
awful inside. Worse, sin separates us
from God (Isa. 59:2).

“The sad thing is that Saul mistak-
enly thought he was God’s friend.
From the time Saul was a young boy,
he had studied the Jewish Law and
knew the Scriptures well. However, his
sin was still in the way.
“As a zealous Jewish Pharisee,

Saul, wanting to rid the world of what
he thought was a false religion, fought
against Christians. He had them jailed
and tortured!
“Some of the Christians living in

Jerusalem feared for their lives and
fled to Damascus to escape Saul’s
wrath.
“Saul, probably seething at this

point, gathered an army of men and
horses and rode off after the Chris-
tians in hopes of bringing them back.
“Something dramatic happened to

Saul on his way to capture the fleeing
Christians (read Acts 9:3-6 to the
class).
“Jesus, the very One Saul had been

against, was now speaking to him.
Imagine that! God was trying to show
Saul that He loved him even though He

had done all those wrong things.
“Because God is perfect and holy

(He cannot sin), He cannot allow sin in
His presence. He created Saul and
wanted him to accept forgiveness for
sin that only Jesus can give (Acts
13:39).
“God created you and loves you. He

wants you to receive forgiveness for
sin so that you do not have to be sep-
arated from Him (John 3:16).”
Share the gospel at this point. “To

accept God’s forgiveness is to turn
from your sin, believe the gospel you
just heard, and call on the Lord to save
you (Rom. 10:13).
“Do you think Saul accepted God’s

forgiveness and then believed in Jesus
Christ as his own Lord and Saviour?”
Continue reading Acts 9, verses 18-
22.
“Not only did Paul now have a

cleansed heart and a new direction to
go in life, but God had also given him
a new name—Paul.

“Paul immediately got busy for the
Lord telling others about Him. Jesus
put peace, love, and joy in Paul’s life,
and Paul spent the rest of his life telling
all who would listen about it.
“If you have called on Jesus to for-

give and save you, then you too
should tell others about Him. After all,
everyone needs the Lord.

“If, however, you have not had your
sins forgiven but would like to, you can
call on Jesus today.”
This article reflects the teaching

techniques I learned and implement in
my own Bible lessons whenever I am
teaching. I received my training and
TCE Level 1 Certificate through Child
Evangelism Fellowship (a ministry
reaching worldwide) of Jefferson
County (Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania)
in 2001–02. CEF headquarters is lo-
cated near the Saint Louis metropoli-
tan area in Warrenton, Missouri.
The name of the program I took

was “Teaching Children Effectively
Level 1.” I cannot say enough about
this program and ministry. It is ab-
solutely wonderful and should be se-
riously considered by any potential
teacher. CEF has greatly impacted
my personal walk with the Lord and
the way I go about teaching a Bible
lesson. �

Teaching Children with Impact
BY CHRISTINE M. MORRISON
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HAVE you ever had a conversation 
with a teenager? If your answer is

yes, then you may have realized that
sometimes the conversations can go
awry. Why is that? Teenagers are at an
awkward stage of life. They want to be
grown in many areas. Yet when it is
convenient, they will not hesitate to
play the role of a child, resorting to
childlike behaviors. Parents and
teachers of teenagers feel helpless at
times, though they are not alone. How
do you cope with the teenage mind? I
hope to offer some practical solutions
and ideas about that question.

BONDING WITH TEENS
Teenagers are more apt to listen to

you when they feel some sort of con-
nection. Bonding with teens can be as
simple as sharing laughable moments
with them. This can be achieved with
some clean jokes or stories that bene-
fit all. Laughter is good for the soul and
does not have to end when you be-
come saved. Too many teens think that
turning over their lives to Christ will re-
sult in nothing but Bible reading, pray-
ing, and giving up all that they have. It
is OK to loosen up and laugh. Let the
world see how happy you are now that
you have given your life to Jesus Christ!

There is nothing sad about serving
the Lord. We all should be joyful, as if
we do not have a care in the world. Af-
ter all, we do not have a care in this
world; we should give God every one
of them (I Pet. 5:7).
Try sharing the Word of God while en-

joying some delicious foods. I know
that as adults, we often try to eliminate
the junk foods from everyone’s diet;
however, munching and crunching
some chips or doughnuts may soften
the edges some. It may even put a
smile on your face. Most teens like to
eat—even the girls, though they may
not admit it!
As a teacher, buying prepackaged

items is the better choice, as teens
usually know by this age what they are
allergic to and can read the packages
for safety measures. If allergies pose
no problems for you, ask each teen to

bring in something to share, and hold
a breakfast during Sunday school or a
dinner during your weekly Bible study.
Sometimes food encourages atten-
dance at a church gathering or event.
Remember that even Jesus sat down
to fellowship and commune with his
disciples (cf. I Cor. 11:23-25).

TEEN EVENTS
We all know that teens love to stay on

the move. Whether they are behind the
wheel of a car, or wish they were, teens
always have some idea of where they
would like to be. Most of the time,
where they want to be rarely ends up
being where they are currently. So
sometimes we have to make their usu-
al places fun and exciting. I am using
these terms loosely, because you know
that an adult’s idea of fun and exciting
usually does not measure up to what
any teen would consider as enjoyment.
So include them in the planning of your
teen events, and at best you will have a
great compromise.
Try arranging a teen event at the

nearest bowling alley for a couple of
games. As you wait for your turn, talk
about the goodness of the Lord. Find
opportunities to laugh, smile, and kid
around. Show them some Christian
fun. You may even take this opportu-
nity to share the Word with other
bowlers at the alley. Your fellowship
has now become a witnessing oppor-
tunity to others! Salvation can occur
anywhere and at any time.
Finding an appropriate movie to show

at church that can be enjoyed by all may
be a little challenging, but the purpose of
the outing is not really the movie. You
may have to remind your teens of this.
Your mission is to fellowship and bond
while keeping Jesus at the center of it.
This can easily be achieved after view-
ing the movie and discussing the events
as they occurred while sharing what the
Bible has to say.

When it comes to the topic of teens
and movies, you will definitely have
much to discuss. Even some of the PG-
rated movies have subtle hints that al-
lude to something we deem inappro-

priate. Your teens are smart enough to
pick up even the smallest things. The
hype with blood, violence, sex, and
drugs lures saved teenagers into think-
ing that these acts or practices are nat-
ural because they are everywhere. You
can hardly watch a thirty-minute car-
toon segment without questionable
ideas popping out at you. That is why
avoiding the topic of movies and other
such media is not always a good idea.
A better idea is to arm yourself with
God’s Word (Eph. 6:10-18).
God is with you everywhere you go—

even to the movies. Pray about your se-
lections. Do not let the world drain all the
fun out of being young and being saved.
After all, these outings also teach teens
that we do not have to conform to the
world. Being with the right group makes
any of life’s experiences, good or bad,
bearable. Teens need these experi-
ences to learn how to act as a child of
Christ while out in public and on their
quest to draw others to Him.
If money is a little tight, discuss ideas

that could be done on your church’s
property. Getting permission to hold an
overnight event at the church will serve
a good purpose. If an overnight is too
much, show a movie and have discus-
sion or do a game night with board
games or video games, or play low-key
athletic games. It is a great alternative,
and it teaches teens how to become
creative with entertainment ideas. They
will be tomorrow’s teachers and will re-
member what church was like for them.
So make it their best experience ever.
While eating microwave popcorn,

hold a teen forum regarding what is on
everyone’s mind. However, you will need
to be prepared for the tough questions
and comments that may be asked.
When you are not able to answer a ques-
tion, simply let them know that. Also,
share that you will get back to them with
some possible answers, and follow up
when you can. Remember to follow up!
You do not want to appear as though
you are avoiding them. You sometimes
appear more like them when you do not
have all of the answers, which might be
an advantage. 
Other ideas possible include skating

or just going out to a local restaurant.
Either as a church group or as a fami-
ly, these ideas are great.

MAKING THE WORD CONNECT
The Word of God is our life; it is what

we feed on, and it is the source of our
strength. Teens may feel that the Bible

Christian Education
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BE A QUIET LISTENER
Sometimes God talks in a still, soft

voice. If you are not quiet, you will
miss what He has to say to you. Be-
ing a quiet listener is important to
teens. Sometimes they do not want
your advice or your clever sugges-
tions. Sometimes they just want
someone to listen to them. Maybe
their ideas and thoughts are weird,
different, or just downright bad. But
they are your teens’ ideas. Ask God
to help you say what needs to be said
when difficult things are shared.
Sometimes you have to be the adult
and not keep silent about some of the
things that they reveal. No, you do not
want to lose their confidence in you,
but that is better than losing a teen.
By this time, I am sure you have come

up with some direction of your own.
Thank God for the purpose He has giv-
en you. Not everyone can handle the
task, but God has chosen you! �

SHOW THEM THE REAL YOU
As Christians we sometimes forget

that we are not flawless. Yes, we all
have fallen short of the glory of God
(Rom. 3:23).
Teenagers need to know that you

have made some careless decisions in
your walk with Jesus Christ. You do
not have to tell them all of your busi-
ness, but you can remind them you are
honoring God when you fulfill His call-
ing on your life. Sharing something of
your past, regardless of how small it is,
will really make the difference. We
have to stop putting up barriers and
covering up. Church is supposed to be
a place where people go to get healed
spiritually, so when you look at it this
way, we are all still sick. We will never
be well enough to live without Jesus
Christ.
You were a teenager once. Do you

remember how it felt—adults always
telling you what to do, always remind-
ing you that you are a kid, sometimes
feeling like a kid but then feeling as if
you had all the answers to every ques-
tion and that you could run things bet-
ter if given the chance?
In the eyes of a teenager, many

adults seem to always think and act as
if they knew everything. Exposing part
of who you are, including flaws, is a
brave and daring move on your part. It
could be the difference in reaching a
teen.

BE AVAILABLE
Teens need you when teens want to

need you. They feel the need to be in
control! If you push and push about a
certain matter, you will find yourself
tired and at a dead end. Sometimes,
getting a teen to open up is a lot like
having your teeth pul led—very
painful and time-consuming. Most
adults understand the essence of
time. Often what is urgent to us is not
urgent to them. Needless to say, de-
ciding what is important differs be-
tween adults and teenagers. Please
make yourself available to your teens
for whatever they may or may not be
experiencing.

At the beginning and at the end of
every teen event, ask them whether
they need anything. Make sure your
prayers for them are specific to the
needs of teens today. Ask the Lord to
show you what to say in your prayers
to cover them and to direct those who
need your help your way. Be truly will-
ing to help when needed.

and your church practices are some-
times outdated and boring. It is up to
the teacher in us to make the connec-
tions come to life. You do not have to
be a certified teacher to help your
teens. You just need to have the will
and the desire to want to do some-
thing more and different. It is not help-
ful when you continue to think and say
things like “When I was young, we sat
at church with our parents, and we lis-
tened quietly as our pastor spoke. And
if that was good enough for me, it
should be good enough for today’s
youth.”
Thoughts and comments like that

do not recognize the differences in to-
day’s youth culture. Teaching is not a
science. One size does not fit all. You
are blessed if you can get one size to
fit most. It will take some brainpower,
creativity, and most of all the Word of
God. It can be done. It starts with you.

Role-playing some scenes from the
Bible can prove interesting, and it can
assist in making connections with
teens. Select a favorite Bible story,
and give everyone a part to act out.
You can even modernize the story so
that it is updated. Modernizing is an
awesome way to think out of the box.
After all, someone in your church’s
past was inspired with the traditional
way of doing things, and God is still in-
spiring.

For example, you could reenact. As-
sign people to play a character from the
story. Teens could gather old clothing
and fashion it to look like the garments
of the past, or give a twist to things and
modernize the wardrobe too. In fact,
bringing all of the fine arts to your
church could dramatically change your
youths’ idea of church. Maybe they will
not be so reluctant or hesitant to invite
a friend to the next service.

Students who love to draw could
draw or sculpt a person from the Bible.
Those who are good with music could
write and play the score for the main
parts of the story. Additional things
that teens often enjoy could find their
way into the church. Other ideas in-
clude writing/reciting poems and
singing. The list goes on and on. There
is a way to include every teen.
Those teens who shy away from

participating could make the program
for your production or simply serve as
an audience. Every good production
needs an audience. Maybe you could
get permission to show the entire
church what the teens have been
working on.

Him and “the power of his resurrec-
tion” (Phil. 3:10). He took someone
who thought she was strong and
showed her she was weak. Daily, He
proves to me that out of weakness He
makes me strong—a strength made
perfect in weakness (II Cor. 12:9;
Heb. 11:34). �

Not I but Christ

(Continued from page 52)

Cards, Cards, and More Cards

(Continued from page 53)

card size is too small to write out the
verses. I numbered the steps from 1
through 9 with the references and a
short note underneath each: Romans
3:23, Romans 6:23, Romans 5:8, Ro-
mans 10:9-10, Romans 10:13, Romans
5:1, Romans 8:1, Romans 8:38-39, Ro-
mans 12:1-2. On the back is my church
information.
Your cards should be unique to you

and your church. Creating cards takes
time and patience, but it can satisfy
your creative side and also be a bless-
ing to others. �
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RECENTLY, I received a message 
from one of my former parish-

ioners. In it, he expressed his thanks
for the weekly Bible studies I con-
ducted and for how much help he had
received. Though he is now retired
and living a few states away, I am
thankful that God enabled me to make
the lessons applicable to this gentle-
man. At the time, he had not pro-
fessed faith in Christ; yet we delved
into the Bible, chapter by chapter and
verse by verse. It always pays to study
deep into the truths of Scripture. Now
he testifies of knowing the Saviour. It
was worth the intense research and
discussion of God’s Word.

Sadly, though, even when a pastor
endeavors to do his best, setbacks
come. However, if you are the pastor
of a small church (as I am), take heart.
Consider what David did when his
camp had been attacked, their pos-
sessions stolen, and their families car-
ried away as captives. It was then that
“David encouraged himself in the
Lord” (I Sam. 30:6). Sometimes no one
else will encourage you, and you have
to do it yourself.
To face the many challenges that

come to the small-church pastor, I
would like to discuss five C’s that will
help us be more effective and tri-
umphant in our work for Christ.

CALLING
As we consider the calling of a pastor,

it is recognized that many individuals
have struggled at this very point. How-
ever, when you are yielded to God’s will,
He provides for you and enables the call-
ing to be fulfilled. Truly, it is a calling (cf.
Eph. 4:11). We have the biblical exam-
ples of the Apostles John, Timothy, and
James. All three were pastors, called by
God to “feed the flock” (I Pet. 5:2). 
Scripture designates those who

have received this calling as shep-
herds. God’s people are referred to as
sheep. A shepherd cares for, feeds,
and protects his sheep. Even so, a
pastor leads the flock of God, teaches

divine truth, and feeds nourishing
meals from the Word of God.

Sadly, many in pastoral leadership to-
day think of the minister as a CEO or a
business administrator. Peter admon-
ished those in leadership to willingly
lead, “not for filthy lucre, . . . neither as
being lords over God’s heritage” (I Pet.
5:2-3). Granted, pastors do have some
administrative duties, but their primary
calling is to shepherd the flock.
The calling of a pastor includes sub-

mission to the “chief Shepherd” (I Pet.
5:4). In this sense, a pastor is an un-
dershepherd, yielded to the direction
and call of God.

Jesus Christ is Prophet, Priest, and
King; a pastor serves in similar func-
tions. As a prophet, he is to proclaim
the Word of God as revealed only in the
Bible. Different from the Old Testament
prophet, who many times foretold the
future, today’s minister forth tells the
Word of God (Spirit-inspired preaching
and teaching) (cf. I Cor. 12:28). He is to
declare boldly, “Thus saith the Lord” (cf.
Hag. 1:7), with the anointing of the Holy
Spirit (cf. II Cor. 1:21).

As a priest, he acknowledges that
he is a dying man endeavoring to bring
dying men to the Saviour. His is a
“ministry of reconciliation” (II Cor.
5:18-20). He holds up others before
the Lord in intercessory prayer. A pas-
tor is to lead his sheep to the Great
High Priest, Jesus Christ (Heb. 3:1).
As a leader, the pastor brings order to

the house of God (cf. I Tim. 3:5), in-
structs believers in the doctrines of the
faith (4:11, 13), and practices church
discipline (5:19-20). He provides vision,
initiates plans, and works in coopera-
tion with other leaders in the local
church to further the cause of Christ.

CONSECRATION
Much is said about commitment, but

not a lot of people practice it. Let me ex-
plain. We hear of a man and woman who
are committed to one another or of
someone committed to a cause. Mean-
while, these individuals may show little

evidence of commitment. Sometimes
we say a person is a committed Chris-
tian. In reality, if a person is a Christian,
he is by definition committed to Christ.
A better word to use to express

commitment is the word “consecra-
tion.” “To consecrate” means “to set
apart and dedicate for that which is
sacred.” In her hymn, “Take My Life
and Let It Be,” Frances Havergal set
forth the idea correctly when she
wrote, “Take my life, and let it be con-
secrated, Lord, to Thee.” She desired
that her hands, feet, voice, lips, pos-
sessions, mind, will, heart, and love be
completely the Lord’s.
In my years of pastoral ministry, I have

found that if a pastor is not consecrat-
ed to the task, the people will not be.
Nehemiah speaks about the people
having a “mind to work” (4:6). The pas-
tor sets the example. Hosea declares,
“Like people, like priest” (4:9).
A pastor must have a personal con-

secration to God. This includes a will-
ingness to go where God sends,
speak what God says, and stand for
God’s truth. Without this personal
commitment, his ministry will be a fail-
ure. There must be a daily time of spir-
itual introspection and growth. A time
of prayer is indispensable. A commit-
ment to a life of holiness is required.
Like many other small-church pas-

tors, I have had to secure additional em-
ployment to meet the needs of my
growing family. At times, it has been dif-
ficult to juggle church and personal fi-
nancial responsibilities. Once I was of-
fered an extremely well-paying job with
amazing benefits. Needless to say, an
internal struggle began. God knew we
needed the benefits, but the job came
with a catch—I would be required to
work a shift that would conflict with min-
istry commitments. After much prayer,
God clearly showed me His will. The
well-paying job had to be declined and
God’s work put first. Some may consid-
er this foolish, but we have the promis-
es of God to sustain us.

The Pastor’s Study

Tears and Triumphs: 
The Challenges of a Small-Church Pastorate

BY JAMES O. BAKER
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that leads to a boldness in preaching
the truth. Others could tell that the dis-
ciples had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13).
A minister must avail himself of op-

portunities to preach. Lots of practice
increases the quality of delivery, while
understanding his congregation’s
needs helps a minister provide worth-
while instruction.

CONVICTION
John Wesley said, “Give me one

hundred preachers who fear nothing
but sin, and desire nothing but God,
and I care not a straw whether they be
clergyman or laymen; such alone will
shake the gates of hell and set up the
kingdom of heaven on earth” (www
.goodreads.com). If every Christian
would have this same conviction, lives
would be touched for eternity. This
conviction is what motivated the he-
roes of the faith. Who can doubt the
results of Wil l iam Booth and
D. L. Moody? No doubt they had many
setbacks; yet they remained firm in
Christ.
My wife’s grandfather was a man of

vision. Being raised near Chicago, he
had been influenced by those of solid
Christian character. After he trusted in
Christ, he followed the call of God to
pioneer a work in Big Rapids, Michi-
gan. Did he have instant results? No,
but with conviction he plodded on,
starting a Christian camp, a youth
camp, and a couple of churches. He
also conducted a weekly radio broad-
cast for approximately fifty years.
Though pastors of small churches

may see many setbacks, thank God
there are many victories waiting! We
must be faithful in order to gain the vic-
tor’s crown. It is said that when An-
drew Murray was going through a time
of deep discouragement, he decided
to write four things about the Lord in
relationship to his trial: “First, He
brought me here, it is by His will that I
am in this strait place: in that fact, I will
rest. Next, He will keep me here in His
love, and give me grace to behave as
His child. Then, He will make the trial
a blessing, teaching me the lessons
He intends me to learn, and working in
me the grace He means to bestow.
Last, in His own good time, He can
bring me out again—how and when,
He knows. Let me say I am here, by
God’s appointment, in His keeping,
under His training, and for His time”
(Blair, How to Live Without Worry,
Moody). �

COMMUNICATION
One of the former presidents of the

United States of America was called
the “Great Communicator.” Effective
communication skills are an essential
for leaders. In light of this, how can a
bivocational pastor with limited time
also learn to become an effective
communicator? It takes intense study,
fervent prayer, and plenty of practice.
My old college professor used to tell
us young ministerial students that the
secret of ministry is to “read yourself
full, pray yourself hot, and then preach
yourself out.”
A pastor is to fill his mind with God’s

Word, which is the primary text for
preaching. It is “quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit” (Heb. 4:12).
Each minister must “preach the word”
(II Tim. 4:2).
A pastor should research the mean-

ing of Scripture by consulting lexicons
and dictionaries, studying theologies,
and reading commentaries. Above all,
be true to the meaning of a text. And
never claim as your own what is bor-
rowed from another author.
Reading biographies of great Chris-

tians helps immensely in illustrating
truth. This helps listeners understand
how real people overcame sin and ex-
perienced victory in Christ.
Developing sermons takes time and

effort. I try to carry a notebook with me
to write down thoughts as they come
to me. Failure to do so has resulted in
many forgotten truths.
Sermon material should be present-

ed logically, yet be down-to-earth. It
needs to induce interest and foster ac-
tion. Just recently, a man in our con-
gregation thanked me for a message
that he could understand. That kind
word spoke a blessing. Using simpler
words in this case produced a deeper
understanding in his life.
Effective communication requires

the anointing of the Holy Spirit. In-
deed, there is no substitute for the
unction of the Spirit (I John 2:20). The
anointing takes place when God en-
ables a person to effectively preach
the Word. It is that extra bit of enabling
that comes upon God’s servant to
“rightly [divide] the word of truth”
(II Tim. 2:15; cf. Luke 4:19; Acts 4:27-
29). The anointing is not necessarily an
emotional delivery, a polished speech,
or a convincing argument, but it
comes in response to fervent prayer

COMPASSION
“But when he [Jesus] saw the multi-

tudes, he was moved with compas-
sion on them, because they fainted,
and were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). Paul
wrote, “Rejoice with them that do re-
joice, and weep with them that weep”
(Rom. 12:15).

Compassion is another indispensa-
ble necessity in the life of a pastor. If a
man has no compassion, he should
never be a pastor. Jesus’ great love
and compassion moved Him to give
Himself for humanity. Likewise, each
pastor should be motivated with a
great desire to help and serve those in
this present age. Charles Wesley
wrote in the hymn “A Charge to Keep
I Have,”

A charge to keep I have,
A God to glorify,

A never-dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.

To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill:

O may it all my powers engage
To do my Master’s will!

When ministering to different age-
groups, compassion and concern will
be practiced differently. For instance,
children require compassion from oth-
ers that may naturally draw them to re-
spond to God’s love. Thankfully, this is
an age-group that has not been total-
ly hardened by the cares of life. Pity
the church that does not take an inter-
est in children!

When our children were in elemen-
tary school, we began pastoring a
small church in a small town. The
congregation was mostly made up of
seventy- and eighty-year-old mem-
bers. Some of these dear people
were faithful workers. Others caused
problems with reaching out to the
community. My wife began a mid-
week children’s Bible club, which
soon was filled with many active,
lively children. Christmas and Easter
programs soon brought in their fam-
ilies and even our daughter’s public
school teacher. Still, some thought
undue attention was being shown to
these precious children.
It was difficult ministering to these

two diverse age-groups. The elderly
have their own needs, many of which
are medically related. Also with more
time on their hands because of retire-
ment, they begin to think about poten-
tial problems developing in the
church. It takes a special love, an un-
derstanding of people, and great pa-
tience to bridge the generational gaps.



Christmas Giving
(Acts 20:35)

BY J. HAROLD GWYNNE

The God of Christmas gave His Son,
His gift of love, to all mankind;

And ever since, God’s people know,
New life and light in Him we find.

In Christ, the Son, all fullness dwells
Of grace and truth, salvation free,

Of joy and peace and hope and love,
And life that lasts eternally.

The wise men gave their gifts to Christ
In worship, homage, praise, and love;

So Christmas giving should result
In serving Him who reigns above.

Our Christmas sharing should reflect
The love He showed, in word and

deed,
Who always gave His very best
To satisfy another’s need.

It was the Christ Himself who said—
His word of truth we must believe—

It is a far more blessed thing
To give in love than to receive. �


