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January 18, 2015—Read Hebrews 4:15. A priest is one
who represents man to God. A king rules over man with
authority from God. A prophet tells of future events as re-
vealed to him in accordance with the plan and purpose of
God. Of course, there are no prophets in the church to-
day, as the Word of God is complete (cf. I Cor. 13:8-10).
As our High Priest, Jesus knows and understands us, for
He is near us in a special way during testing times. All
tests have three elements: lust of the flesh, lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life. Jesus was tested by the devil
(Matt. 4:1-11). When tested, run to Jesus—He will give
you victory (I Cor. 10:13). 
January 25, 2015—Read James 5:16. Believers are

exhorted to pray for one another. Just recently, a man in
our church spoke to me about a medical test he had that
revealed a certain condition. I said, “I will be praying for
you.” He seemed encouraged by that. Praying for each
other can be a safeguard against an unforgiving spirit
and against grudge bearing. When reaching out to oth-
ers, we can grow in grace and reach greater heights in
praying.
February 1, 2015—Read Matthew 6:17-18. Fasting in

our day is a forgotten spiritual exercise in many church-
es and in the lives of Christians. However, fasting may
yield results in numerous blessings to all who engage in
it. Fasting is a period when the flesh allows the spirit and
the soul to dwell on higher spiritual matters. Jesus cau-
tioned His disciples to abstain from making the outward
self appear melancholy and sad. Fasting has special
benefits to the soul, giving us more time for meditation
and prayer.
February 8, 2015—Read Luke 10:27. Learning has

three essential elements—information, assimilation,
and demonstration. Putting precept into practice is a
worthy goal. We are to be like the Master when serving
others (Mark 10:45). Prayer and work are an excellent
combination.
February 15, 2015—Read Matthew 25:40.We often are

inclined to cater to the high and mighty. Befriending those
of substance and position might be a selfish practice.
Treating everyone as equals will prove to be the best pol-
icy in avoiding favoritism (cf. Col. 4:1; Jas. 2:1-8).
February 22, 2015—Read Ephesians 6:11. In this con-

text, the believer is likened to a Roman soldier. The Chris-
tian walk is much like warfare. To achieve victory, the be-
liever needs “the whole armour of God”: “loins girt about
with truth” (vs. 14); “breastplate of righteousness”; “feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace” (vs. 15);
“shield of faith” (vs. 16); “helmet of salvation” (vs. 17); and
“the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” �

December 7, 2014—Read Hebrews 1:3. The term for
“worship” has in it the thought of bowing down before the
Lord. Worship tunes the heart to honor and praise the
Lord as the equal of God (cf. John 1:1). In answering
Philip’s question about His relationship with the Father,
Jesus said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”
(14:9). Growing in worship ought to be a daily challenge
for the believer, knowing that the Lord delights in his walk
to maturity.
December 14, 2014—Read Psalm 95:1. The Book of

Psalms is a great collection of spiritual nuggets. The cel-
ebration of worship in this psalm motivates the soul to
break forth in joyful praise to see Christ as the Rock of our
salvation, which is God’s work to deliver us from sin’s
penalty and preserve us from its power and presence
(Rom. 8:1; cf. II Cor. 1:12).
December 21, 2014—Read Luke 2:20. The long-await-

ed Messiah (cf. Gen. 3:15) was born in Bethlehem. In
telling the thrilling news of Christ’s incarnation, God did
not speak first to the wise and wealthy but instead chose
humble shepherds. Was the thought that the wise and
wealthy would not be as receptive as the lowly shepherds
(cf. Mark 10:25)? Hearing the good news from the angel-
ic choir, the shepherds hastened to Bethlehem to see the
Christ Child with their own eyes. It was a worshipful uplift
to see the Saviour and Lord.
December 28, 2014—Read Matthew 14:32-33. Be-

cause Jesus has all power and authority, He is the Mas-
ter of the wind and the waves, calming the boisterous sea.
Seeing Jesus pull Peter from the stormy sea, all the oth-
er disciples joined in worship, saying, “Of a truth thou art
the Son of God.” The Lord is always near to deliver us
from the trials of life that engage us along our walk with
the Lord (cf. I Cor. 10:13).
January 4, 2015—Read Luke 11:2. One of the attrib-

utes of the Lord is that He hears our prayer: “O thou that
hearest prayer” (Ps. 65:2). In prayer, the believer goes to
the Lord. Prayer has an ingredient of worship, recogniz-
ing that God is holy as well as a loving Heavenly Father
whose ears are open to the cry of the righteous (cf. 34:17).
In prayer, the believer sees that God has a coming king-
dom (Luke 11:2). It is a comforting truth that worldly kings
and kingdoms will bow before the Lord in yielded obedi-
ence (cf. Rev. 19:16). Prayer is a birthright of grace. God,
in His grace, supplies our needs (Phil. 4:19).
January 11, 2015—Read John 17:21. It is a heart-

warming and blessed uplift to know that our High Priest
prays for us. In turn, we can lift our hearts to Him in prayer,
assured that the Lord Jesus will supply multifold bless-
ings along the path of life (cf. Heb. 4:16; I John 5:14-15).
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Songs of Praise
BY ROBERT A. ALLEN

AT 4:24 P.M. in England (11:24 EST), 
the world news and all social me-

dia were transfixed by the announce-
ment that Prince William of England
and his wife, Kate, had become the
parents of a baby boy. Viewers all
across the world were riveted to their
TVs or other electronic devices to see
what was happening and perhaps to
catch a glimpse of the royal couple
and their baby leaving the hospital.
The media attention continued as the

name of the baby had not yet been an-
nounced. One magazine described the
atmosphere around the hospital and
across the county as “frenetic coverage
from global media.” Reporters from all
points of the globe “camped for days
on the doorstep” to get the latest. Two
days after the child’s birth, William and
Kate named their boy “George Alexan-
der Louis.” This news spread far and
wide and was one of the top stories of
the day. Bloggers on the Internet dis-
cussed for days on end the significance
of the name and possible nicknames
(“Georgie” was chosen by the family).

There will be millions of births be-
tween the time baby George was born
and the time this is printed. Some of
them will be high-profile births like
“Georgie’s.” Some will occur with
hardly any notice.
On a global scale, the birth of our Sav-

iour was much smaller than George’s.
While God did make known to some the
birth of Jesus Christ, the whole known
world did not pay much attention. God
preferred a less regal entry of the King of
kings, who is the greatest of all those
who call themselves royalty.
It is sad that even today the birth of an

actually much less significant being, like
George, gets more attention in the world
than does the celebration of the birth of
the most significant child ever born.
Jesus’ humility is a lesson for Chris-

tians to live humbly in this world. His
story of incarnation, ministry, death,
and resurrection is vastly more impor-
tant than our own. The grace brought
to us at Christmas is the story that
should be in the news and the one we
should be sharing with others. �

From the Editor’s Desk

The Birth that Grabbed the 
Attention of the World

BY DON RUFF

OF all the well-known Christmas 
songs and carols we sing every

year, the only author I know personal-
ly is Mark Lowry, who wrote “Mary, Did
You Know?” He was a student at the
college where I once taught. Mark was
involved in the drama department, of
which I was the coordinator, and was
already traveling with his music and
comedy. In many ways, he was the last
person I would have expected to write
such a contemplative song.
We expect to hear of Christmas car-

ols from such individuals as the preach-
er Phillips Brooks, who wrote “O Little
Town of Bethlehem,” or the poet Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, who penned “I

Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.” But
it can be quite a surprise to hear songs
from people we know.
I wonder whether those who first

heard the song of Elisabeth and the
song of Mary and the song of Simeon
did not feel the same way. Who would
have expected a Christmas carol from
an old man who had been waiting
around in the temple for the Messiah’s
arrival and then to die? Who would
have expected a young, unmarried,
pregnant Mary, who had been taunted
so widely in Nazareth that she had to
seek shelter with her relative in anoth-
er town, to break out in song?
Yet these are the very people who re-

sponded to God with songs of praise in
the midst of their circumstances. Their
hearts were so full of the reality of what
God was doing that they could not help
expressing their emotions verbally.
They wrote some of the very first Christ-
mas carols the world had ever known.
Their praise reflects the experience

of the authors, but the true source of
that praise is revealed in the themes of
their songs. When we understand the
themes, every one of us will have a
reason to write our own Christmas car-
ols of praise.
You do not have to be a musician.

You do not have to know the difference
between “crescendo” and “diminuen-
do.” You do not have to know how to
play the piano or the guitar or the
drums. You do not have to write words
that rhyme or lines that resonate in
iambic pentameter. Your song does
not have to be performed at Radio City
Music Hall or the Kennedy Center.
A song from the heart is a song of

praise. Every one of us can write his
own Christmas song in his heart.
Paul knew all about this matter of

writing our own songs when he en-
couraged the believers in the church at
Ephesus, “[Speak] to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your
heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19). They
were to speak and sing, but they were
also to make melody in their hearts. We
may not all speak and sing in front of
an audience, as some are able to do;
but we can all have a song of our own
that is in our hearts this Christmas.
The theme of Elisabeth’s song of

praise was joy over the birth of the
Christ Child. She told her relative Mary,
“As soon as the voice of thy salutation
sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped
in my womb for joy” (Luke 1:44).
Christmas is a season for joy. We re-

joice in the excitement of children’s
faces filled with awe at the sight of
Christmas lights. We find joy in the act of
giving to those we love and to those in
need. We rejoice in the satisfaction of
gathering the family around a bountiful
meal and giving thanks for the provision
of a merciful God. But what if all those
sources of joy were taken away? If there
were no lights to marvel at, no gifts un-
der the tree, no food on the table—there
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could still be a song in our hearts, a joy
in the fact that Christ came to this earth,
born during the time of the law, to re-
deem those who were under the curse
of that law and provide for us the privi-
lege of adoption into the family of God.
That is our song of joy at Christmastime.
The theme of Mary’s song was praise.

“My soul doth magnify the Lord” (Luke
1:46), she sang. What strikes me as
strange about that is simply that Mary
seemed to have so little reason to
praise. Her neighbors had made her the
talk of the town. She could not even
walk through the marketplace without
hearing the whispers and seeing the
sneers. The man she loved was seri-
ously considering breaking off their en-
gagement. She was going to bring a
child into the world without any way to
provide materially for the care of that
child. And yet she sang a song of praise!
Why? It was because she trusted in the
mercy of God. She had heard of His
work in the past, and she believed He
would not fail her in the days to come.
When God did tell her what lay ahead

through Simeon, the message was not
one of bright hope and good cheer. In-
stead, he told her that a sword would
pierce through her own soul (Luke 2:35).
She was going to join the company of
those sorrowing parents who have to
endure the grief of burying a child. Life
would not be easy for Mary; but she still
had a song in her heart, for she trusted
God through it all. The past year may
have been a time of sorrow and suffer-
ing for many of you, but you can still
have a song in your heart—a song of
trust in God like Mary’s song.
The theme of the song of Zacharias

(Luke 1:67-80) was salvation: “[He] hath
raised up an horn of salvation for us.”

To him, that was the greatest blessing
he could possibly receive. It was
greater than the fact that he and his wife
were finally going to have a child after
years of hoping and praying and long-
ing. It was greater than the loosening of
his tongue after enduring nine months
of the inability to communicate verbal-
ly. It was greater than the thrill of seeing
the expression of joy in the eyes of his
wife as she gazed at the bundle of
blessing that lay in her arms. All those
were tremendous blessings, and they
all were part of the experience of
Zacharias; but his greatest blessing
came from God’s provision of salvation.
The entire holiday season, from

Thanksgiving to Christmas and on to
New Year’s Day, has become for many
a time to count their blessings. We in
America have enjoyed and continue to
enjoy material blessings unknown to
many around the world. We enjoy a free-
dom that others only dream about. We
enjoy a standard of living that causes
those in the third world to conclude that
we all are wealthy. We have access to
health care and education and technol-
ogy. But I am convinced that none of
those will bring a song into our hearts
until we first learn to rejoice in God’s
provision of salvation.
Christ Himself said in John 10:10, “I

am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundant-
ly.” Abundant life is not found in pos-
sessions or freedoms or even in the
blessing of a family. Abundant life is
found only in the salvation Christ pro-
vides through His death and resurrec-
tion. You can have a song in your heart
this Christmas if you have His salvation.
The song of Simeon had the theme of

peace. When he took the Christ Child

into his arms there in the temple, he ex-
perienced the greatest peace a man
could ever know. He was at peace with
death. “Lord, now lettest thou thy ser-
vant depart in peace,” he said, “for mine
eyes have seen thy salvation” (Luke
2:29-30). Simeon was not surprised to
be facing death; after all, he was an old
man. When the Holy Spirit had revealed
to him that he would see the Messiah
before he died, it was a reminder that he
would die. That was a given. But the
song in his heart came from the fact that
he could be at peace with death be-
cause he knew there was a Saviour.
When we think about Christmas car-

ols, our focus is not on death but on
life. “Joy to the world, the Lord is
come,” we sing. “He is born, the divine
Christ Child.” “The Virgin Mary had a
baby boy.” “Come to Bethlehem and
see Christ whose birth the angels
sing.”
Yet the Cross always casts a shadow

over the manger. Like Simeon, we can
be glad that it does. The greatest victo-
ry any of us will ever know is the victory
of dying at peace with death. In Hebrews
11, the faith chapter, there are listed the
names of some of the best people the
world has ever known. In fact, it tells us
that the world was not worthy to even
have them as citizens (vs. 38). But in the
midst of their stories, it records this sim-
ple truth—“these all died in faith” (vs.
13). Their faith sustained them right un-
til the end. Like Simeon, they were able
to sing from their hearts, “Lord, let me
die in peace, for I have seen the Saviour.”
Joy, praise, salvation, peace—no

greater themes could be found to
bring a melody into our hearts this
Christmas and all year long. If we
praise God for material blessings like
the gifts under the tree, our song of
praise will end when the gifts are gone.
If we praise Him for good health, we
will have no reason to praise when we
lie flat on our backs in a hospital bed.
The characters in the Christmas story

faced sorrow and grief and pain.
Zacharias knew what it was to be mute.
Mary knew the pain of mockery and
gossip. Elisabeth had suffered childless-
ness for years. Simeon understood what
it was to grow old and face death. But
their praise did not arise from their own
circumstances; their praise came from
their knowledge of what God was doing.
Elisabeth praised God with joy in her

heart not because she was going to
have a child but because Christ was
going to be born as a man.

(Continued on page 11)
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JUST as the word “Christmas” trig-
gers mental images of the Nativity,

so the phrase “New Year’s Day” seems
to have “resolutions” automatically at-
tached to it. They go together.
However, New Year’s resolutions

seem by their very nature to be prob-
lematic. If they are small ones that are
safe and attainable, they may dissolve
into oblivion because they are easily
forgotten or, in afterthought, are seen
as unimportant. If they are big ones,
we do not keep them because they are
too cumbersome and demanding to
keep up with.
Are New Year’s resolutions wise? If

so, how should we approach them?
A New Year’s resolution is similar in

some ways to vows made in the Old
Testament. Vows were often made in
order to secure God’s favor or to show
Him personal devotion. The first re -
corded vow in the Bible was Jacob’s
vow to submit to Abraham’s God as
his own if God would bring him safely
back to his homeland (Gen. 28:20-22).
With that vow, he promised to give
God a tithe of his possessions. His
vow was dependent on God’s actions.
God was, in fact, faithful, and Jacob in
turn kept his promises (31:10-13).
God made provisions within Israel’s

worship system for vows. One of the

purposes of the peace offerings was in
recognition of vows (Lev. 7:16-18;
22:18-21).
By means of the Nazarite vow, God

enabled the common Israelite to serve
Him in a special way (Num. 6:1-21). The
Levites were the priestly tribe separated
by God for service in the temple. No one
outside the tribe of Levi was allowed to
participate in their specific ministry.
However, God made the provision for
the non-Levite Israelite to serve Him
temporarily by consecrating himself for
a specific time period. This was carried
out by means of the Nazarite vow, which
involved specific acts and behaviors of
consecration.
Moses explained to Israel the frame-

 work and requirements of vows made
to the Lord (Num. 30). Moses stipulat-
ed that vows made to the Lord or oaths
to other people to do something con-
stituted promises that must be kept (vs.
2). Moses used two Hebrew words in
describing this requirement. The word
“vow” (neder) was a promise of some-
thing that the person making the vow
would do or perform. The word sebuah,
or “oath,” was an agreement contract-
ed between two people that included
consequences for failure to abide by
the terms of the agreement.
God views the keeping of promises

as necessary and important, whether
they are made to Him or to other peo-
ple. In fact, vows made to the Lord were
expected to be honored without delay
(Deut. 23:21-23). God requires the ful-
fillment of the vow, and failure to do so
is regarded as a sin. It is better not to
make the vow in the first place than to
make it and fail to honor it (cf. vs. 22).
One of the most troublesome pas-

sages of Scripture for interpreters is
that of the vow made by Jephthah. In it,
he promised to sacrifice whatever
came through the door of his house first
if God would give him a victory over the
Ammonites (Judg. 11:30-40). He sub-
sequently honored his vow—in spite of
the fact that his daughter was the first
one to exit the house. There are dis-
agreements among scholars as to how
Jephthah carried out the vow, since the
consequences were so serious. The
lesson from Jephthah’s tragedy, how-
ever, is that hasty vows should be
avoided. Vows made to the Lord, since
they are to be carried out, must be
made carefully and thoughtfully with re-
gard to the possible consequences.
One of the most significant vows

demonstrated in the Old Testament is
that of Hannah. While the vow itself is
recorded in I Samuel 1, the long-range
results of Hannah’s keeping of the
vow—as well as God’s response with
the birth and ministry of Samuel, Is-
rael’s last judge—make up the contents
of the rest of the book of I Samuel. In
this case the humble vow of a childless
woman made a significant and positive
impact upon Israel’s history.
Vows have often been made on the

basis that if God would provide partic-
ular blessings, then the person making
the vow would devote himself or her-
self to the Lord in some particular way.
In our modern world, vows and oaths

have often lost their meaning and sig-
nificance. Contracts are easily broken.
Promises made to God are forgotten
and minimized. Marriage vows are
made in light of the unspoken condition
that divorce is a viable option from the
beginning. Promises are made with lit-
tle intention of honoring them or with
visible and easy escape clauses.
New Year’s resolutions are often

made today in a tongue-in-cheek man-
ner because prior resolutions have

New Year’s Resolutions
BY CARTER CORBREY
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Similarly, in light of the uncertainty
of how long we may live, if you knew
these were the last days of your life,
how would you live? What, if anything,
would you change?
What would other people say about

you if you died today? What would you
want them to say? Are there changes
you need to make in order for those
statements to be true?
If you were to die today, would peo-

ple have to search for good things to
say about you? Would there be things
the pastor or others would need to
cover up or ignore in order to be kind
at your funeral?
Would your family need to brush

aside certain character flaws so that
they could concentrate on other more
positive elements? Would your posi-
tives be greater than your negatives,
or would your negatives be greater?

endar. For example, tragedy tends to
spawn motivation. This past week, for
example, my own heart was stripped
clean of its cobwebs and comfortable
ways. Those who make up the church
have begun to reevaluate our lives as
we face the loss of an aspiring young
woman who inspired us by her energy,
example, and love for the Lord.
Three weeks ago, I was writing a let-

ter of recommendation for college
scholarships for a truly gifted and
beautiful high school senior named
Samantha. As her pastor for thirteen
years, I had baptized her, taught her in
Bible studies, rejoiced with her, and
struggled through trials with her. This
week, I presided over her funeral.
Her tragic death as a passenger in a

two-truck collision that also took the
lives of two of her classmates and in-
jured three others has spawned a time
of deep soul-searching in myself, our
church, and our close-knit communi-
ty. People have begun to change.
Samantha was that rarest of peo-

ple—a perfect teenager. On the verge
of graduating from high school, she
was devoted to Christ, loved her fami-
ly, and demonstrated Christian maturi-
ty beyond her years. She was prepar-
ing to become a nurse. She was a gifted
and highly motivated leader in both our
church and her high school. She was
evangelistic and outspoken about her
faith among her friends and at her part-
time job at a local restaurant.
Samantha’s death has caused us to

look at our lives and to consider what
changes should be made to honor
Christ to our fullest. Her death has also
prompted these suggestions for some
resolutions that are worth making and
that have no escape clauses.
The first resolution has to do with

sharing the gospel. Do I clearly under-
stand the gospel, and am I able to share
it with others so that they can easily un-
derstand it and properly respond to it?
Their eternal future depends on proper-
ly hearing the gospel (Rom. 10:14), and
our responsibility as Christians is to
share it. Our resolution should be to
make ourselves people who can give a
clear presentation of the gospel so that
someone else is able to genuinely
come to Christ for salvation.
The second resolution worth mak-

ing is to live a life that gives credence
to sharing the gospel. Would others be
inspired to listen to my message be-
cause of my life, or would they doubt
the value of my words because of my
own personal failures?

proved that failure is a real possibility.
Resolutions are made with glances in
the rearview mirror. We made the same
or similar resolutions last year and the
year before, and in each case the initial
drive fizzled by the end of the first week
at worst or in months at best. Rarely
does a person making a New Year’s
resolution complete it successfully.
Those who succeed should feel grati-
fied not only for their success but also
for their diligence and character.
Because of the high failure rate, we

tend to make frivolous, halfhearted
resolutions. Perhaps before we make
New Year’s resolutions, it is important
that we categorize them. If we make a
commitment to the Lord, it is impor-
tant that we recognize that it is es-
sentially in the same category as a
vow that we are committing to and
that God expects us to honor it. If we
are making a commitment to our-
selves to try to improve ourselves in
certain areas, we need to make spe-
cific guidelines that include provisions
and consequences for failure. How
committed do we intend to be? Are
we going to make a serious attempt to
change, or are we simply starting on a
path that may be abandoned if it does
not show promise? Some resolutions
are minor and worth an attempt.
These resolutions help strengthen our
character simply by teaching us disci-
pline. Other resolutions are not worth
the effort of the first weak step; so
why even make them? If it is doomed
from the beginning, we establish with-
in our character the easy acceptance
of failure.
On the other hand, a resolution that is

worth making needs to reach its conclu-
sion, especially if it involves a commit-
ment to the Lord or to another person.
When I was first asked to write this

article on New Year’s resolutions, I was
reminded of my own failures in the past.
Former good intentions were reflected
in my resolutions to lose weight, to eat
healthier foods, to spend more time in
prayer, and so on. Everything has
proved to be a steady struggle and a
continual challenge. Over time, I
ceased to make the celebration of the
new year a starting point for such deci-
sions, viewing it as an artificial trigger
that lacked the spiritual motivation nec-
essary for commitment. It was a sched-
uling issue. Change was linked directly
to the calendar. While calendar pages
are easy to flip, life changes are not.
Long-lasting changes are usually

motivated by events rather than the cal-

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

(Continued on page 13)
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PRESIDENTS’ DAY in the United 
States has grown out of birthday

commemorations for two of our most
revered presidents, George Washing-
ton and Abraham Lincoln. From our
distant vantage point, it is easy for us
to hold these two men in high esteem.
It is more difficult to accord the same
honor to presidents in our own life-
times because we have observed their
flaws and failures.
Yet we should remember that even

Washington and Lincoln had personal
faults and could not please everyone
they served. These men were vilified
by many in their own times. We would
probably be shocked if we read the
many newspaper articles that ques-
tioned their ability and defamed their
character.
Showing respect for our rulers is a

biblical command. It applies to all
forms of government and in spite of
rulers’ flaws in character or policy. We
are called upon to respect the offices
they occupy because they were es-
tablished by God for the good of soci-
ety (cf. Rom. 13:1-4). However poorly
a government is organized or adminis-
tered, it is preferable to anarchy, when
every man does what is right in his
own eyes (cf. Judg. 21:25). It is or-
dained by God to promote social good

and control the destructive manifesta-
tions of our sinful nature.
In biblical times, most governments

were monarchies. Kings came to pow-
er through heredity or usurpation, and
their subjects normally had no voice in
either their choice or their decisions. In
Old Testament Israel and Judah, the
kings displayed both good and evil
qualities; yet God’s people were ex-
pected to obey them as the Lord’s
anointed. They also were counseled to
submit to the foreign despots who lat-
er dominated them.
When Jesus commanded the Jews

to render to Caesar what was due him
(Luke 20:25), He was speaking of the
greedy, cruel, and debauched Ti -
berius. And when Paul urged early Ro-
man Christians to obey the authorities
(Rom. 13:1-7), the despotic and
treacherous Nero was the Roman em-
peror. So God’s principle for His peo-
ple in every age is to respect and obey
their rulers, regardless of their moral or
political flaws, except in cases where
they usurp God’s prerogatives (cf.
I Pet. 2:11-17).
But does this hold true even in a po-

litical democracy, where the will of the
people, freely expressed, is viewed as
the final authority? After all, in biblical
times, people were subjects, not citi-

zens, and could not express their
opinions freely. They had to obey out
of fear, lest they suffer unpleasant con-
sequences.
But the Apostle Paul addressed this

issue directly, maintaining that “ye
must needs be subject, not only for
wrath, but also for conscience sake”
(Rom. 13:5). Peter also counseled
Christians to “submit . . . to every or-
dinance of man for the Lord’s sake”
(I Pet. 2:13) and by so doing “put to si-
lence the ignorance of foolish men”
(vs. 15). In other words, Christians owe
their rulers respect and obedience be-
cause it is the right thing to do and it
glorifies the name of the Lord, the King
over all kings.
Free speech in America permits us

to criticize our officials, and we should
use this right when we feel it is justified.
But we should do so intelli gently—only
after having informed ourselves of the
facts, not out of ignorance or blind
prejudice. Furthermore, our criticism
must avoid the frequent partisan ex-
cesses of defaming character, ques-
tioning loyalty, and inflaming passions
through unsubstantiated claims.
Let us remember that although we

enjoy many freedoms as American cit-
izens, we live under a national consti-
tution, which is the law of the land. The
Constitution not only guarantees our
rights, it also outlines our form of gov-
ernment, with a president as the chief
executive. Our states permit us to vote
for our presidents, but once they are
elected, they are vested with defined
powers for four years. God expects us
to vote and then to respect the au-
thority of the one elected, whether that
person was our choice or not.
But the Christian’s responsibility to

a president goes beyond respect,
obedience, and restrained criticism. It
also includes prayer. Paul counseled
early believers to pray “for kings, and
for all that are in authority” (I Tim. 2:1-
2). This is a responsibility unique to
Christian believers. If prayer is an-
swered only when offered under the
authority of Jesus Christ (cf. John
14:13; 15:16), then only those who
trust Him can effectively pray for
rulers. Apart from us, it will not be
done. Yet how often we neglect it!
It may not be much of a chore to

Giving Due Honor
BY ROBERT E. WENGER
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sues. In addition, the president is finite
in understanding and limited in au-
thority by the Constitution. Only the
coming messianic kingdom will have
an all-wise, all-powerful Ruler who will
never err in judgment. Meanwhile, we
should pray earnestly that God will
grant His wisdom to Christian rulers.
But what should we expect of pres-

idents in general? What will make their
administrations worthy in the eyes of
society and consistent with the moral
standards of God? First, a president
should be honest, speaking words
that are truthful and making public
policies that match his verbal profes-
sions. Political colleagues should ex-
pect straightforward dealings. And if a
president changes direction in policy,
the public should be told openly why it
has been done.
A president also should be careful to

uphold the law of the land, not circum-
vent it. Our Constitution may be a doc-
ument subject to different shades of in-
terpretation, but the chief executive
should honor the structure and rela-
tionships of government it outlines.
This means respecting the powers of
Congress and the Supreme Court and
never attempting to usurp the authority
that rests with the states or the people.
One charged with maintaining national
order must personally abide by the law.
A president also must have a firm

commitment to justice. The executive
for all the people should not display fa-
voritism to interest groups but be
evenhanded in dealing with all class-
es, races, religions, and economic in-
terests. Justice demands steadfast re-
sistance to bribery, whether it takes
the form of money, flattery, or political
favors. And while understanding the
necessity of political compromise, a
president should have a core of non-
negotiable principles.
It is also important that a president

strive for peace, both domestic and in-
ternational, never deliberately stirring
up strife among ideological groups or
nations. But a wise ruler also should
maintain a balance between peace
and justice, knowing that justice is of-
ten sacrificed for the sake of a super-
ficial peace. A president should there-
fore be prepared to use national power
to resist oppression so that a truly
honorable peace can be achieved.
Prayer for a ruler’s promotion of

peace is especially important, accord-
ing to the Apostle Paul (I Tim. 2:1-4).
This will enable us to “lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and hon-

pray for a president we like, but it is
easier to criticize than to pray for one
we dislike. Yet our prayers are impor-
tant to release God’s sovereign power
over all kinds of rulers. Proverbs 21:1
tells us, “The king’s heart is in the hand
of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he
turneth it whithersoever he will.” Thus,
He sometimes allows wicked or un-
worthy persons to come to power so
that He can reveal His superior au-
thority (cf. Dan. 5:18-21). Our prayers
may accomplish more than we realize.
Nehemiah recognized the impor-

tance of prayer in forging a ruler’s de-
cisions. Being the cupbearer of the
Persian king Artaxerxes, he prayed
that God would grant the king a favor-
able attitude toward the rebuilding of
Jerusalem’s walls (Neh. 1:11; 2:4). The
granting of this request through the
king’s generous support reminds us
that even mighty kings are subject to
the will of God and that He uses His
people’s prayers to accomplish His
work in their lives.
If these are Christians’ responsibili-

ties to their presidents, what should
Christians expect from presidents?
Perhaps we should address first our
expectations of a president who is a
fellow believer. In the past, sadly, we
have often been unrealistic about what
we have expected of a Christian pres-
ident, and invariably we have been
disappointed.
We should remember that the realm

over which a president rules is not the
church. Our Constitution has wisely
separated the functions of the state
over the church, and this is God’s plan
as well. We therefore should not expect
a government official to bring the nation
the spiritual and moral benefits that
come only from the Lord. Furthermore,
a president serves all the people of the
country, not just Christians, and must
therefore have an agenda broader than
the interests Christians may advocate.
We should expect, of course, that

Christian candidates for president state
their Christian convictions openly be-
fore being elected. Then, having re-
ceived the voters’ approval, they can
feel free to follow those convictions
wherever they lead. They should influ-
ence a president’s private life, relation-
ships with others, method of doing po-
litical business, and stance on policies.
Christians should understand, how-

ever, that a believing president can
never fully satisfy their expectations.
Indeed, Christians do not even agree
among themselves on all political is-

esty” and fulfill God’s mission to
spread the gospel. To be sure, the
church has often thrived more in times
of persecution, but we are not in-
structed to pray for that. Times of
peace are conducive to evangelistic
work around the world.
Finally, a worthy president is one

who resists the lust for power. The
temptation to become drunk on pow-
er accompanies every position of au-
thority, and it is especially strong for
the chief executive of a powerful na-
tion. It has been the undoing of some
presidents, who came to believe they
were above the laws and morals that
applied to all citizens. God has ways
of putting arrogant rulers in their place,
as Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon
learned (Dan. 4).
The wise president will understand

and acknowledge that “the most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever he will” (Dan.
4:25). And since God is sovereign over
human affairs, the president is not.
Presidents should thus remember that
they are responsible not only to the
Constitution and to the electorate but
also ultimately to the Lord Himself.
A Christian president should have no

difficulty understanding this; the chal-
lenge will come with practicing the hu-
mility it requires. A non-Christian presi-
dent may have more difficulty with this
perspective. But surely the overwhelm-
ing weight of responsibility should be a
reminder of limitations in wisdom,
strength, and understanding. It should
induce the humility to depend, if not on
God, at least on the abilities and coun-
sel of capable advisers.
It will be rightly argued that no Amer-

ican president has ever lived up to
these expectations and that none will
ever do so. The reason is simple: all
are fallen human beings who, for all
their good intentions, will always fall
short. Thus far, the world has never
seen a perfect ruler, and it never will
until Jesus the Messiah returns and
establishes His rule over the earth.
This truth should guard us from un-

due idealism about our presidents,
even if they are Christians endowed
with the Holy Spirit. But it should not
lead us to cynicism about the office,
either. It should instead spur us on to
more fervent and frequent prayer for
our presidents, realizing how desper-
ately they need divine wisdom,
strength, and encouragement. Presi-
dents’ Day is a convenient reminder of
this responsibility. �
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MAKE a joyful noise before the Lord,” 
the Psalmist David instructed the

reader of the book of Psalms (98:6).
King David was very familiar with mak-
ing a joyful noise to the Lord. As the
youngest of his siblings, his childhood
occupation had been that of a shep-
herd. No doubt he often spent lonely
hours on the hillside pastures, watching
sheep as they ate, drank, and slept. The
Bible does not tell us that the future king
sang songs to his sheep when he was
watching them. But the Bible does tell
us that he played the harp (I Sam. 16:16-
19). We do not know whether he played
it to calm the herd after they had sur-
vived a wolf attack.
Scripture records David playing mu-

sic with his hands, music that soothed
then-king Saul (I Sam. 16:23) when the
ruler found himself tormented by
wicked thoughts, or evil spirits.
We know that as Israel’s king, David

was a writer of psalms, or songs. We
have a record of his musical creations.
We know that he wrote songs when he
was happy, when he was victorious,
when he was troubled, and when he
was not able to understand what was
happening around him. His songs were
emotional, a true expression of his soul.
His interest in singing and instrumental
music probably began as a child. Peo-
ple are very receptive and are unusual-
ly open to direction when they are
young.
Do you have or know of children who

are interested in any type of music?
Children who are exposed to music at
a young age are very likely to excel at
singing or at playing an instrument. Of-
ten an adult can help a child find an
area of interest in music.
Young people need to know that

there is an avenue to music ministry for
them in the church. Why not encourage
a beginning pianist to play an offertory
in a church service when he is ready to
do so? Wanting to serve the Lord in the
music department is no different from a
teenager offering to help out in the
nursery during the worship service.
As a child, my main interest in church

was not the song leader; nor was it the
sermon preached by the minister. I was
fascinated by the nimble fingers of the pi-
anist and organist and by the wonderful
music that continually came from their

instruments during church services.
I dreamed of the day when I would

be able to sit at the piano to accom-
pany the congregation in singing
praises to God. By the time I was four
years old, I was picking out songs on
the keyboard of our old upright piano.
I also had an advantage—my mother
played the piano and gave lessons.
I can remember returning from church

services held in the afternoon and
spending the entire ride back home
playing the organ on the back of the front
seat of the car (there were no seat belts
back then). I would sing at the top of my
lungs and must have driven my father,
who was driving, crazy. But to their cred-
it, my parents never complained.
At the age of ten, my dreams came

true. I had the somewhat daunting
task of accompanying the song leader
at church. That was just the start, as I
have played the piano or organ for
church services almost continuously
since that beginning. Did I always have
the right motives when I sat at the pi-
ano or organ of the church throughout
my teen and college years? Perhaps
not; but today I can honestly say that
my piano playing makes up my praise
and worship to the Lord, whether in
His sanctuary or at home in my own
living room. The point of my testimony
is this: music ministry can begin with

the young. We adults can help them.
Throughout the years, there was al-

ways someone helping, guiding, and
teaching me. That is where adult Chris-
tian musicians can also serve by coun-
seling, helping, and teaching those
prospective young musicians who are
stepping up to serve in music ministry.
Not every youngster is interested in

tickling the ivories. Using the voice for
the Lord can be a means of service to
God—one in which the majority of peo-
ple can enjoy taking part. The church
that regularly schedules special music
gives members of the choir, soloists, or
a quartet (including leaders and direc-
tors) the opportunity to use those talents
that they have been given to glorify God.
You may have heard the comment

“It is not the talent that you have been
given that is important; it is what you
are willing to do with that talent for the
Lord that makes all of the difference.”
That is important to remember.
Does your voice have to be of solo

quality to glorify God? No! This was a
lesson I learned at a very early age. A
very special aunt of mine lived in our
home for several years. While she was
gifted in many areas, having a singing
voice was not one of them. She could
not carry the proverbial “tune in a
bucket.” Did she know that she sang
off-key? Not only did my sister and I

We Can Minister Through Music
BY SHARON B. MILLER
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the very best within our abilities,
whether we are singing as members of
the choir, playing instruments, or just
being part of the congregation. We
need to realize that our participation in
the musical worship part of any serv-
ice should be an extension of just that,
our worship and praise to God. We
find throughout the Bible that music
has been ordained to be a part of our
daily communion as we worship and
pray without ceasing (I Thess. 5:17).
We are so blessed! It is good to

know that we can give to God through
the various avenues of the music min-
istry in the church. �

Genesis 4:21. Jubal, a descendant of
Cain, “was the father of all such as
handle the harp and organ.” This would
not be the beautiful stringed harps that
we see in today’s orchestras or played
during a Christmas special but rather a
bowed stick of some type with strings
that could be plucked or strummed.
The reference to an “organ” (Gen.

4:21) has been translated as “pipe”
and was probably a carved instrument
through which air was blown in order
to make various sounds. Today we
think of the organ with its many pipes,
or the flute. A hand-carved, wooden
flute could be used by a shepherd out
in the field or by a child tooting a song.
Man-made music has been a part of

our world from the beginning of God’s
creation. Is music ministry in the
church of importance?
Going to the Bible to find the impor-

tance of music to God, we begin to un-
derstand some of its value. In
II Samuel 6:5, we read that King David
and the entire house of Israel played all
sorts of instruments before the Lord. It
is recorded that the instruments were
made of wood. There were cymbals,
harps, timbrels, and psalteries (a
wooden box-like instrument with nu-
merous strings that could be plucked
to make music).
We must ask ourselves, “What is the

value of the music ministry in the
church?” Do we want to be a part of
it? Is it for the enjoyment of the con-
gregation? Is it for self-glory? Is it to al-
low individuals to use their talents and
abilities to glorify and honor the Lord?
Perhaps it would not be entirely incor-
rect to agree that all of the above ideas
might be present in some aspects of
music ministry.
The word “ministry” denotes serv-

ice, and those who are willing to give
of themselves to assist in the plan of
worship to our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ are ministers in more ways than
the presentation of the Word. There
are explicit responsibilities that come
with being willing to serve in the
church community. That act of service
should and must serve only one pur-
pose—to bring glory and pleasure to
God. Revelation 4:11 tells us that the
Lord is worthy “to receive glory and
honour and power: . . . and for thy
pleasure they are and were created.”
Yes, we were created by God to give
Him pleasure, glory, honor, and power.
We need to do that with the musical
ability He gives us.
All that we do and say should be of

tell our aunt that she could not sing; I
am certain that my extremely gifted
mother had also made our aunt aware
of her inability to sing in tune.
Did our well-meant criticism make

any difference? Not in the least. My aunt
sat me down one time and explained
that she might not be able to carry a
tune but that she was certainly capable
of making “a joyful noise before the
Lord” (Ps. 98:6). This she unashamedly
did, singing wholeheartedly to the Lord,
much to the chagrin and embarrass-
ment of those of us who happened to sit
close to her during church services.
The church that allows the singing of

solos, duets, and various musical spe-
cials is a blessed body of believers in-
deed. How are youngsters to learn to
develop their talents and to know the
opportunities to use those talents for the
Lord without seeing these gifts in use?
My introduction to harmony came

around the age of five or six. On occa-
sion, my parents would allow me to go
home after church with a couple I called
Uncle C.L. and Aunt Etta. After dinner
and before taking me home, we would
attend a small, conservative church out
in the country. The church had no in-
strumental music. The song leader
would pick a note with his pitch pipe
and begin to sing a hymn. The result
was an absolute wonder, the most
beautiful singing I had ever heard, as the
members of the congregation began to
sing the melody or harmonize with alto,
tenor, and bass parts. I knew music in
heaven was exactly like those wonder-
ful people who sang so wholeheartedly.
I immediately begged my father and

mother to teach me to sing harmony;
and to this day, singing in a trio, a duet,
a choir, or an ensemble is one of my
favorite ways to praise the Lord. This
is a good thing, as I am not a soloist.
Music is a very integral part of those

who love the Lord. Music moves us
and speaks to our emotions. It is no
wonder that we find music used in our
church services. Not only does music
edify the soul; if used responsibly (and
by that I mean with reverent intent)
with proper preparation and practice
so that it is pleasing, music and its
message can call men and women to
Christ.
Church historians tell us that the first

music used in the early church was
that of unison melody. That is, there
was only a tune; there was no harmo-
ny in early church music.
Using the Bible as our reference

book, the first mention of music is in

Mary praised God not because she
had no troubles but because she knew
God would sustain her through what-
ever difficulty came with accepting her
mission.
Zacharias would have been entirely

justified in centering his rejoicing in the
birth of his own son, John. But basing
his praise on his own blessing was not
enough for him. Instead, he focused
on an even greater blessing—the
coming of the One John would an-
nounce. Praise for the birth of John
could have later produced disappoint-
ment when John was beheaded (Matt.
14:10). But praise for the Provider of
salvation never ends, for He con-
quered death and lives forevermore.
The praise of Simeon would also

have ended if it had focused on his own
happiness. The fulfillment of the prom-
ise by the Holy Spirit was actually a
death sentence for Simeon. Having
seen the Messiah meant that he was
now going to die. That does not seem
to be a very joyous reality. But his praise
did not focus on his own experience.
Simeon had come to understand

the basic principle of praise. Praise
belongs to God. It is not something we
keep; it is something we give. Thank-
ing God for what we have here on
earth expresses our gratitude for what
He has done for us. Praising God for
who He is removes the focus from us
and restores it to its rightful place. He
alone is worthy of our praise, and, like
the characters of Christmas, we can
offer it to Him from our hearts. �

Songs of Praise

(Continued from page 5)
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IN the city of Chicago there is a mu-
seum with which many Chicagoans

themselves may not be familiar. The Ori-
ental Institute at the University of Chica-
go is home to an extensive collection of
Near Eastern and Middle Eastern ar-
chaeological artifacts. Among the mu-
seum’s many treasures is a six-sided,
baked-clay cylinder known as the Sen-
nacherib Prism. For students of biblical
history, the prism offers intriguing in-
sights into a chapter in Israel’s past in-
volving the Assyrian ruler Sennacherib
and King Hezekiah of Judah.
Inscribed on the prism’s six sides is

a 500-line text that describes eight mil-
itary campaigns of the Assyrian ruler
Sennacherib, son of Sargon II. Sen-
nacherib’s military incursion into Judah
is the third campaign described in the
account on the prism and is inscribed
on panel 2 of the six-sided cylinder.
The inscription on the prism corrob-

orates, at least in part, the military
campaign of Sennacherib that is de-
scribed in some detail in Scripture.
The campaign was a foray to the west
of Nineveh during which Sennacherib
deposed a number of rebellious kings.
Among the kings who had sought to

throw off the Assyrian yoke was
Hezekiah, king of Judah. The account
of Sennacherib’s incursion into Judah
and besieging of Jerusalem is con-
tained in three parallel accounts in the
Old Testament: II Kings 18 and 19,
II Chronicles 32, and Isaiah 36 and 37.
Assyria was the dominant military

power in the world in the eighth cen-
tury B.C. The northern kingdom of Is-
rael had been carried into captivity by
Sennacherib’s father, Sargon II, in 722
B.C. Sennacherib assumed the throne
in 705 B.C., and the military campaign
that involved Judah was undertaken in
701 B.C. Of the eight campaigns de-
scribed on the prism, the Judean in-
cursion was part of the third cam-
paign.

TWO PRISMS
The Sennacherib Prism at the Ori-

ental Institute is actually one of two
identical prisms in existence. The oth-
er, known as the Taylor Prism, resides
at the British Museum. It is named af-
ter the British Consul General in Bagh-
dad, Colonel R. Taylor, who obtained

the prism in 1830. The two prisms dif-
fer only slightly in size and contain a
nearly identical 500-line inscription.
The Sennacherib Prism was obtained
in 1919 from a Baghdad antiques
dealer by James Henry Breasted, the
first Egyptologist in the United States
and the founder, in the same year, of
the Oriental Institute.
The inscription on the prism is in

Akkadian and written in cuneiform
script. It begins with a lavish paean of
praise to Sennacherib himself and
gives us some idea of the chutzpah of
ancient monarchs.

Sennacherib, the great king, the
mighty king, king of Assyria, king
without a rival; prayerful shepherd
(ruler), worshipper of the great gods;
guardian of the right, lover of justice,
who lends support, who comes to the
aid of the needy, who turns (his
thoughts) to pious needs; perfect
hero, mighty man, first among all
princes, the powerful one who con-
sumes the insubmissive, who strikes
the wicked with the thunderbolt
(Luckenbil l , The Annals of Sen-
nacherib, Oriental Institute Publica-
tions, vol. II).

THE REBELLION
At some point after becoming king

of Judah, Hezekiah, one of the most
righteous of all the kings who ruled Is-
rael or Judah, rebelled against paying

tribute to Sennacherib. Sennacherib’s
response to the rebellion, which also
involved other Middle Eastern mon-
archs, was a military campaign that in-
cluded attacks on Philistine cities
along the Mediterranean coast.
In response to the military threat

posed by Sennacherib, Hezekiah had
fortified a number of Judean cities and
sought help from Egypt and Ethiopia.
After seeing nearly all of Judah’s forti-
fied cities taken by Sennacherib,
Hezekiah sent a message to the As-
syrian monarch, who was then in-
volved in battle at Lachish, the second
largest of Judah’s fortified cities
(Crutchfield, “Lachish: Fortress City of
Judah,” Gospel Herald, vol. 31, no. 3).
The account of the battle at Lachish,
well attested in the historical record, is
surprisingly absent from the inscrip-
tion on the prism.
In his message, Hezekiah reversed

course and agreed to the payment of
tribute in exchange for Sennacherib’s
ending the threat to Judah (II Kings
18:14-15). This was not good enough
for Sennacherib, who sent three offi-
cials to Jerusalem along with a contin-
gent of his army to try to intimidate the
population to enter into an agreement
that would see their eventual deporta-
tion to Assyria (vss. 31-32).

The Sennacherib Prism
BY JAMES PARRY
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greeted by a sixteen-foot tall, multi-
ton, human-headed winged bull—a
lamassu. This incredible bull statue
is flanked by bas-relief carvings that
stood with it in the throne room of
Sargon II, Sennacherib’s father (Ori-
ental Institute, “The Edgar and Deb-
orah Jannotta Mes o potamian
Gallery,” www.oi.uchicago.edu).
From the Khorsabad Court, a visitor

proceeds to the Assyrian gallery. Here,
under glass and unassuming in ap-
pearance at approximately fifteen
inches  high and five and one-half inch-
es  wide, stands the Sennacherib
Prism. Below the prism is a card with
a quotation from the inscription along-
side verses from II Kings that give a
decidedly different take on the events
described. In displaying the prism in
this way, the museum curators show
their respect for the written record of
antiquity.
Standing before this more than

2,700-year-old artifact, a visitor is left
to ponder the way in which God con-
firms the veracity of His Word. Sen-
nacherib, in his prideful desire to leave
to future generations a legacy of his
own greatness, has unwittingly
brought glory and honor to the God of
Israel. He helped show that God’s
Word is true and sure in every detail for
all generations. �

cities in their neighborhood, which
were without number, . . . I besieged
and took (those cities). 200,150 peo-
ple, great and small, male and female,
horses, mules, asses, camels, cattle
and sheep, without number, I brought
away from them and counted as spoil.
Himself, like a caged bird I shut up in
Jerusalem his royal city. Earthworks I
threw up against him,—the one com-
ing out of the city-gate, I turned back
to his misery (Luckenbill).

CONFIRMATION OF SCRIPTURE
By comparing the scriptural ac-

count given in II Kings 18 and 19 and
the recounting of events as described
on the prism, we find the following ar-
eas of agreement in the historical
record. That Sennacherib attacked
and destroyed the fortified cities of Ju-
dah is mentioned in both accounts.
Sennacherib gave us the exact num-
ber—forty-six. Both accounts mention
the exact same figure for the addition-
al tribute imposed on Hezekiah: 30 tal-
ents of gold and 300 talents of silver.
The prism inscription differs from

Scripture, however, in several impor-
tant details. God had specifically told
Hezekiah, through Isaiah, that Sen-
nacherib would not build a siege
mound against the city of Jerusalem
(or even shoot an arrow over the city
wall), something Sennacherib claimed
to have done. He also added to the
tribute that he said Hezekiah paid,
which included “all kinds of valuable
(heavy) treasures,” in addition to send-
ing to Nineveh “his daughters, his
harem, [and] his male and female mu-
sicians” (Luckenbill). Scripture is silent
on these additional amounts of the
tribute, as well as whether they were
actually sent to Nineveh, as the prism
inscription claims.
Not surprisingly, the prism inscrip-

tion makes no mention of the as-
tounding loss of 185,000 of Sen-
nacherib’s troops. As in the case of
Pharaoh’s army at the Red Sea, there
is no extrabiblical corroboration of this
disaster.
There has to be a reason, however,

that Sennacherib did not enter
Jerusalem. The fact that he did not,
coupled with his apparently hasty re-
turn to Nineveh, lend support to the
veracity of the biblical account.

THE PRISM AT THE INSTITUTE
When one visits the Oriental Insti-

tute, the first gallery that one enters
is the Mesopotamian gallery. At the
far  end of  the gal lery is  the
Khorsabad Court. Here, visitors are

One of Sennacherib’s officials, the
Rab Shakeh, or field commander
(Gaebelein, ed., The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary, Zondervan),
spoke “with a loud voice in the Jews’
language” (II Kings 18:28) within
earshot of those living along the wall
of the city. He mocked the God of Is-
rael and tried to persuade those who
heard him to put no further trust ei-
ther in the God of Israel or in Hezeki-
ah their king. There was no response
from those who heard him, since they
had previously been instructed to
say nothing.
Eliakim, Shebna the scribe, and

Joah promptly reported the Rab
Shakeh’s speech to Hezekiah, who
sent Eliakim, Shebna, and elders of
the priests, clothed in sackcloth, to
Isaiah. Isaiah reassured Hezekiah that
Sennacherib would return to Assyria
and be slain by his own sons.
The Rab Shakeh returned and re-

ported to Sennacherib, who had
moved on to Libnah after the conquest
of Lachish. Sennacherib sent the Rab
Shakeh back to Jerusalem a second
time, this time with a letter for Hezeki-
ah. In the letter Hezekiah was again re-
minded that none of the gods of the
conquered territories had been able to
save the peoples of those areas. The
implication? Further resistance was
futile.
After reading the letter, Hezekiah

went to the temple and spread it out
before the Lord. His beautiful prayer is
recorded in II Kings 19:15-19. In his re-
sponse to Hezekiah, Isaiah reassured
the king that his prayer had been
heard by God. He further prophesied
that God would lead Sennacherib
back to Assyria as one leads an animal
with a bridle in its mouth. The chapter
closes with the astounding events that
occurred that very night: the angel of
the Lord slew 185,000 Assyrian troops
in their camp.
Whatever survivors were left from

the slaughter returned to Assyria with
Sennacherib. Subsequently, just as
Isaiah had prophesied, Sennacherib
was killed by his own sons while wor-
shipping in the temple of his god. That
event, however, took place some
twenty years later, in 681 B.C.
What does the prism record of these

happenings? Here is Sennacherib’s
version of the events, as inscribed on
the second panel of the prism:

As for Hezekiah, the Jew, who did not
submit to my yoke, 46 of his strong,
walled cities, as well as the small

One final suggestion is a resolution
to look at all of your personal relation-
ships. Over the years, I have listened
to a common, tearful regret after a
loved one has passed away: there is a
nagging guilt over relationships that
needed to be mended, apologies that
needed to be made, or love that need-
ed to be expressed. Resolve to make
things right today.
There is nothing wrong with making

small resolutions. Any motivation that
helps improve us is welcome. New
Year’s resolutions do not have to be
big. Perhaps, however, they should be
made in light of eternity and our own
mortality. Also, we should not be
bound simply to the calendar. We
should instead be bound to the reso-
lution itself and to keeping our com-
mitments to the Lord. �

New Year’s Resolutions

(Continued from page 7)
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LIFE poses many challenges. There 
are important decisions to be

made and troublous times to be faced.
Perhaps you are experiencing stormy
weather and see more dark clouds on
the horizon.
The sacred writer discovered in his

times of trial and distress that God was
there. He penned, “Yet the Lord will
command his lovingkindness in the
daytime, and in the night his song shall
be with me, and my prayer unto the
God of my life” (Ps. 42:8).

LIFE-CHANGING DECISIONS
A friend who has a lovely wife and

four beautiful children grew up in a
home where Christ was honored. His
family was in church whenever the
doors were open. In college, however,
he stopped practicing the faith of his
parents. After getting married, he al-
most had to be dragged to church by
his wife. In fact, he recalled that there
may have been some scuff marks left
in the church parking lot from his not
wanting to go to church!
Eventually, God began speaking to

him through friends in the church. As
the Lord worked in his life, he who had
been self-centered and intent on hav-
ing his work run his life began to see
that God had to be not only his Sav-
iour but also his Lord. He started
tithing his income and working less.
God blessed abundantly.
As time passed, my friend became

involved in an “Experiencing God”
study. The Lord convicted him to be-
come a man of prayer and faith. He
went on to lead a prayer ministry in his
local church. He became chairman of
the deacon board. God made a way
for him and used him mightily for His
glory.
Another friend, also a devoted fol-

lower of Jesus Christ, had several dif-
ferent jobs, such as working at a radio
station, teaching school, and selling
insurance. At the same time, God had
given him a talent for expressing him-
self through writing and oral commu-
nication. As time went on, he sensed
that God might have something else
for him, but he was not sure what it
was.
Eventually, he felt God leading him

to leave his present employment and

try his hand at Christian writing. Op-
portunities began to open up for him.
But my friend’s story did not stop

there. After wrestling with God through
prayer and submitting to Him, he an-
swered God’s call to go into the Chris-
tian ministry. He prepared to serve the
Lord wherever He led. God made a
way for him, and he followed His way.

FACING CANCER
A wonderful Christian woman with a

godly husband and two boys in the
Christian ministry was diagnosed with
Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The trouble be-
gan when she felt itching all over her
body. She took various tests, including
one for cancer, but the results were
negative.
One day she was going to work and

felt so tired that she wondered
whether she would get there. She
managed to report for work but dis-
covered while in the middle of a con-
versation that her words were not
making sense. Eventually, she fainted
and was rushed to a hospital.
A test revealed that she had a

swollen lymph gland in her chest that
was cutting off her blood circulation.
She was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
lymphoma, which thankfully is 96 to 98
percent curable. Eight months of
chemotherapy and a month of radia-
tion followed.
The first chemotherapy treatment

immediately relieved the itching, and
she thought the rest would be fairly
easy. As she took more treatments
along with blood transfusions, howev-
er, she felt at times that she was losing
control of her life. She spent many
nights walking the floor and crying out
to the Lord in prayer.
The Psalms became a source of

strength for her. She read, “I trusted in
thee, O Lord: I said, Thou art my God.
My times are in thy hand: deliver me
from the hand of mine enemies, and
from them that persecute me” (31:14-
15). Then: “Why art thou cast down, O
my soul? and why art thou disquieted
within me? hope in God: for I shall yet
praise him, who is the health of my
countenance, and my God” (43:5).
As she received the treatments, she

humbled herself before the Lord. She
learned to trust Him more deeply and

discovered she could praise the Lord
in her pain. Life became much more
valuable to her as she realized how
brief it could be.
Psalm 39:4-5 caused her to have a

greater understanding that God had to
be her life: “Lord, make me to know
mine end, and the measure of my
days, what it is; that I may know how
frail I am. Behold, thou hast made my
days as an hand breadth; and mine
age is as nothing before thee: verily
every man at his best state is alto-
gether vanity. Selah.”
As this woman found her strength in

the Lord during that time, her family
rallied around her with God’s love and
encouragement. Her husband was
there for every treatment, even though
his schedule at work was busy. Their
two sons were a great source of
strength to her. They wrote notes and
spent time with her whenever possi-
ble.
Friends from her church prayed fer-

vently for her and made frequent visits
to see her. During her treatment, a
Sunday school teacher gave a lesson
on joy in the midst of trials and perse-
vering in wisdom. It was a source of
real strength to her.
She discovered that it was a bless-

ing to let friends minister to her. One
should never regard another person’s
sincere help as charity. Rather, it is
ministry—a way of sharing Christ’s
love.
After treatment and much prayer,

the doctor released my friend. She
testified to being closer to the Lord,
with a greater understanding of His
care, loving grace, and power. She de-
sired to reach out to others as she
served in her church.
She desired to find opportunities to

encourage others facing the kinds of
trials she had experienced. She
praised the Lord for His healing, citing
the words of Psalm 34: “I will bless the
Lord at all times: his praise shall con-
tinually be in my mouth. My soul shall
make her boast in the Lord: the hum-
ble shall hear thereof, and be glad. O
magnify the Lord with me, and let us
exalt his name together. I sought the
Lord, and he heard me, and delivered
me from all my fears” (vss. 1-4). God
made a way for her.

God Will Make a Way
BY PAUL R. BAWDEN, TH.M.
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healed her of her depression, she
came to know Him in a totally new
way. She discovered a dimension of
His abiding presence—His steadfast
love, His amazing grace, and His heal-
ing power that she had never before
experienced. God had been with her in
the dark, and He had brought her
miraculously into the light.
Finally, God’s deliverance from her

depression taught this woman that
she needed to spend more time being
a Mary than a Martha. She realized
that although she had been doing
many good deeds for the Lord, her life
was far too busy serving Him. She was
not taking the time she should to sit at
His feet and learn from Him (cf. Luke
10:40-42). Quality service could come
only by having a dynamic personal re-
lationship with the Lord, whom she
loved with all her heart.
During her depression, her husband

and family were always supportive.
Even though she was in a psychiatric
ward twice and another clinic three
times, God used her family to minister
to her in different ways at different
times. For them she is most grateful,
as well as for the people of God who
prayed and encouraged her in many
ways. But most of all, she is grateful to
God, who taught her that even in the
darkness, she could praise Him and
exalt Him because He alone is worthy.
Having been released from the

prison of depression, she wanted to
tell as many others as possible what
God had done for her so that they
could take heart in their darkness. She
wanted them to know that God was
there to encourage them. They need-
ed to keep believing that God, in His
time, would bring them into His light to
live in His freedom.
Whatever may be happening in your

life at this moment, may you discover,
as did the above individuals, that God
wants you to choose His will. He wants
you to never forget that He is with you.
No matter what suffering you may be
encountering, He will make a way for
you to escape it.
God is good. Through the death and

bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, He
has provided the believer forgiveness
and eternal life. Walking daily by faith,
the believer can know that “tribulation
worketh patience; and patience, expe-
rience; and experience, hope: and
hope maketh not ashamed” (Rom.
5:3-5). Yes, God will make a way for
you! Will you believe Him and see what
He will do? �

woman’s children graduated from col-
lege and were married. Four grand-
children were born, and her parents
moved near the city in which she lived.
Third, she also learned that she

needed to encourage people who
were suffering in depression. People
sent notes to her in her depression and
suffering, and she was truly grateful to
receive them. People told her that they
were praying for her.
We should send notes to people

who are suffering, and we should as-
sure them that we are praying for
them. We should not preach at them
but just tell them that God loves them
and cares for them.
Fourth, through her depression, this

woman learned that she should spend
more time in the Bible itself than in
reading Christian books about the
Bible. There can be no substitute for
the Word of God in the life of the be-
liever.
Fifth, she learned from her depres-

sion that weaknesses in her life were
brought into the light. Fear was one
weakness she discovered. She had
used fear as an excuse not to trust
God as she should. The Lord taught
her to replace her fear with faith in Him:
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own under-
standing” (Prov. 3:5). This text became
more real to her as she listened to God
during her depression.
Sixth, she thought she knew God

before her depression, but after God

FREED FROM DEPRESSION
Some years back, the daughter of

the woman mentioned above brought
a poster home that read “I trust Your
purpose, Lord, for sending me into the
unknown.” Little did this godly mother
know that she soon would be plum-
meted into deep depression.
Her thoughts were that she must

have failed God, for she believed
Christians did not experience such
problems. She knew that the Bible
taught that God loved her with an ever-
lasting love and would never leave her
or forsake her. Her feelings, however,
did not line up with her knowledge
whatsoever. In fact, she became so
depressed that she prayed to die
many times. She later labeled that sev-
en-year period as a season in hell.
By God’s grace, she entered into a

personal experience with God that
caused her to experience the joy of her
salvation. She was delivered from her
depression.
She then desired to tell people, first

of all, that contrary to what she had
thought at the beginning of her de-
pression, followers of Christ can be-
come depressed. They can suffer
greatly.
Second, she also wanted others to

know that people going through suf-
fering need to remain aware that re-
gardless of how they feel, life does go
on. As much as possible, they need to
be involved in life around them.
During her time of depression, this
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THE Crescent Project is a 
ministry that focuses on sharing

the hope of Jesus with Muslims. Its
mission and vision is clear: “Crescent
Project’s mission is to inspire, equip,
and serve the Church to reach Mus-
lims with the Gospel of Christ for the
glory of God. It is our vision to see a
day when fear is replaced with love
and millions of Christians are actively
sharing the truth of Christ with millions
of Muslims for the glory of God” 
(crescentproject.org).

BEGINNINGS OF THE MINISTRY
Crescent Project was founded in

1993 by Fouad Masri. Fouad grew up
in Lebanon and came to the United
States for education. He obtained a
degree in media communications.
While studying at the university, he met
a lot of Muslim students on campus.
Through social interaction, Fouad

soon realized that no one was sharing
the gospel with these students. This
concerned Fouad greatly, so he made it
his mission to talk to as many Muslims
as he could. In two weeks, he shared the
gospel with over forty Muslims!
Fouad also realized that the local

churches were not equipped with the
knowledge and tools needed to effec-
tively share their faith with Muslims.
This weakness in the church, along
with the desire to reach the ever-grow-
ing population of Muslim immigrants,
gave rise to the Crescent Project.

PROBLEMS TO FACE AND
OVERCOME
Through his ministry, Fouad en-

countered two major problems. The
first problem was the lack of vision the
church had in reaching out to Muslims.
As humans, we can become so fo-
cused on our own lives that we fail to
notice what is around us.
The second problem involved how

long Muslim immigrants lived in a cer-
tain location. Many came from other
countries to study in the United
States. When their education was
completed, they might move to a dif-
ferent locale or return home. In addi-
tion to this, many Muslim visitors came
from repressive countries, where
speaking about Christianity, asking
questions about Jesus, or vocalizing

doubt about the message of the
prophet was done at the peril of their
lives. Therefore, even if they wanted to
ask about Jesus, they were too fearful
to do so.

THE CHURCH AWAKENED TO THE
REALITY OF ISLAM
On September 11, 2001, America

received a wake-up call in regard to Is-
lam. The tragic events of that day
woke up the American church to the
presence of Muslims in America and
the impact of Islam in the world.
Many believers were angry with

Muslims because a group of Muslim
extremists was responsible for the
deaths of so many innocent people.
Muslims everywhere were suddenly
put in a difficult position. They were
being judged and hated by others not
because of their own merit or weak-
nesses but simply because they be-
longed to the same religion as those
who had taken so many lives.
Since September 11, many Ameri-

cans who also claim to be Christians
have tended to justify hating our ene-
mies. Jesus does not give us this op-
tion. We are to love and share the
gospel with our enemies, whoever and
wherever they are.
Matthew 5:43-47 says, “Ye have

heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt
love thy neighbour, and hate thine en-
emy. But I say unto you, Love your en-
emies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you; that ye may be the
children of your Father which is in
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise
on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the un-
just. For if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye? do not
even the publicans the same? And if
ye salute your brethren only, what do
ye more than others? do not even the
publicans so?”
The 9/11 attacks also made Muslims

open up about their religion. They want-
ed to defend their faith and let others
know that they were not like the ones
who had killed so many people. Nor did
they believe in or support their cause. 
Many Muslims constantly question

their faith. They are searching for truth

and meaning in life, just like everyone
else. The rise of militant Islam has cre-
ated a hunger in the hearts of Muslims
for something new.
Fouad spoke of a conversation he

had with a man who was talking about
predestination. The man asked why he
should bother talking to Muslims
about Jesus if they were already pre-
destined to go to hell.
Regardless of how one feels about

predestination, it has nothing to do
with our responsibility as Christians to
share our hope and faith with every-
one. As finite creations, we have no
idea who will receive eternal life and
who will not. Only the Lord knows this.
Paul spoke of this in Romans 10:14-
15: “How then shall they call on him in
whom they have not believed? and
how shall they believe in him of whom
they have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher? And
how shall they preach, except they be
sent? as it is written, How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the gospel
of peace, and bring glad tidings of
good things!” The hearts of many
Muslims desire hope and peace. Will
they ever hear about Jesus, who alone
can offer this eternal hope?

MULTIPLYING THE MINISTRY
Since its founding in 1993, the Cres-

cent Project has experienced amazing
growth. Beginning with four staff
members, there are now twenty-nine.
The headquarters is located in Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, and there are staff
members all over the country. Through
seminars and other workshops, often
held at local churches, over eighteen
thousand Christians have received
training on how to reach Muslims.
BRIDGES is a curriculum that intro-
duces believers to Islam and paves
the way for building relationships with
the Muslims in their communities.
BRIDGES training is available either
through one-day seminars or a study
on DVD. The DVD study was designed
for small groups in order to help local
churches and groups develop a bibli-
cal perspective on Islam and Muslims.
These small groups have had a lot of
impact, and over twenty thousand
Christians have gone through the
BRIDGES DVD study.

Crescent Project
BY CHRISTINA FUTRELL
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THE EXCITEMENT OF MINISTRY
Fouad says what excites him most

right now is seeing the training mate-
rials being utilized by so many local
believers and the number of people
joining his staff who are rallying their
churches in their quest to share Jesus
with Muslims.
He is also pleased with their many

endeavors for the future, which involve
writing more books and creating more
outreach tools. Crescent Project is also
working on putting all of its materials
into electronic book form and translat-
ing them for multiple languages.

MINISTRY IMPACT ON MUSLIMS
The Crescent Project is happy to

see Muslims taking their materials,
both in print and on the Internet. Mus-
lims are becoming followers of Jesus,
and they are sharing their hope and
training with others in the faith.

THE POWER OF PRAYER
Those who work with the Crescent

Project ask that others would pray that
the Lord will multiply the number of
believers coming from a Muslim back-
ground. These believers know the ins
and outs of the Muslim heart and un-
derstand the fears and desires that
dwell within.
Also, with the letting go of fear, they

pray that there will be an awakening in
the Muslim world, sending out peace
and love in the name of our Saviour,
Jesus Christ.
They also seek a revival in the church

so that believers will be emboldened to
cross the street to share Christ when
there are no oceans nearby to sail.

TIPS ON SHARING HOPE WITH
MUSLIMS
Fouad believes that Christians can

best share their faith with Muslim friends
by equipping themselves with knowl-
edge of Islam. Initiate a conversation,
and focus on Jesus. Also, always be
ready to share your faith with everyone.
But even if you are not well-versed in Is-
lamic theology, do not let this be a hin-
drance to sharing about Jesus! Fouad
really believes that people can help
change the tide by joining the movement
of sharing the gospel with Muslims. As
believers, we have the best thing we
need to be effective witnesses for Christ,
and that is the Holy Spirit, who gives us
the right words to say at the right time.
Remember—a conversation can lead
someone to eternity with Christ! �

ings at crescentproject.org.
Translation has been a driving factor

at Crescent Project. BRIDGES is also
available in Spanish, and Fouad’s lit-
erature is moving among different
countries and languages.
Crescent Project is reaching out to

Muslims by making literature available
in Arabic. It is also reaching out to be-
lievers all over the world so that they
may share their faith with confidence
and grace with their Muslim neighbors.

EXPANSION OF ISLAM IN THE
WORLD
According to muslimpopulation

.com, the Muslim population for the
year 2012 was 2.1 billion worldwide
and 2.4 billion in 2013. Reuters stated
that the number of Muslims in America
was 2.6 million in 2010 (reuters.com). It
is the fastest growing religion in the
world.
Fouad believes that many Christians

do not realize the extent of Islam’s ex-
pansion. Some are unaware of it or
choose to ignore this fact. For example,
according to USA Today, there has been
a 74 percent increase in the number of
mosques in the United States since the
year 2000 (usatoday.com).

VISION AND HOPE FOR THE
FUTURE
Fouad and others at the Crescent

Project are hopeful for the future. They
envision more outreach tools being
utilized by the church, and they see
millions of Christians sharing Jesus
with millions of Muslims, not just here
in America but all over the world.

Another area of exciting growth is the
literature that Crescent Project distrib-
utes, which is intended to equip the
church and reach out to Muslim minds.
Fouad has written numerous books.

Is the Injeel Corrupted? is a book writ-
ten for the Muslim mind. The New Tes-
tament of the Bible is known in Islam
as “the Injeel.” The Koran teaches that
the New Testament has been corrupt-
ed by man and is therefore unreliable
as the Word of God. Fouad went
through the reasons and explanations
of why Muslims believe this and why
this belief is wrong.
On a trip to southern Spain, Fouad

met two men from Morocco. They be-
gan discussing Jesus and the Bible. One
of the men told Fouad that the Injeel was
corrupted. Fouad asked him, “Who do
you think has more power? Are Chris-
tians more powerful than God? Can God
not stop the Christians from corrupting
His Word?” The man’s answer was that
of course God was more powerful; then
he walked away. But the other man,
Mustafa, stayed and took an Injeel.
Fouad’s book Adha and the Injeel is

another publication intended for Mus-
lims. Muslims are very familiar with the
idea of sacrifice for sin. This book goes
through how Jesus (called Isa in Ara-
bic) is the ultimate and only sacrifice
God will accept for our iniquities.
Ambassadors to Muslims is a book

Fouad wrote for believers. It explains
what Islam is, what its differences and
similarities to Christianity are, and how
Christians can effectively share their
faith with their Muslim friends. Most
books are available in electronic form,
and one can view all of Fouad’s writ-

Christina Futrell with Fouad Masri, founder of Crescent Project
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THE QUESTION
When I served as a drug and alco-

hol addictions counselor at a Christian
facility, I was often asked a rather im-
portant question: Do human beings
have a psychological predisposition to
certain behaviors?
In essence, many people in the

world of modern psychology have
suggested that different people are
born with an innate desire to pursue
certain things that many others in so-
ciety deem morally wrong, such as
drug addiction or homosexuality. Re-
grettably, some have even claimed
that simply possessing such an in-
nate, psychological desire to sin
means that such behavior must be ac-
ceptable. In other words, because my
body feels like doing it, no one can tell
me it is right or wrong.

GOD’S ANSWER
Many of the psychological studies in

this area are rather inconclusive. Nev-
ertheless, believers should be aware
that an even greater problem exists for
each and every human being—our sin
nature. In fact, this sin nature goes be-
yond genetics and psychology to in-
fluence one’s very soul. In the epistle
to the Romans, Paul made it very clear
that even he, one of the greatest Chris-
tians in history, battled his sin nature
on a constant basis. This spiritual bat-
tle was so fierce that he cried out, “O
wretched man that I am! who shall de-
liver me from the body of this death?”
(7:24).
So, left to himself, man is indeed

fated to live a life of total captivity to
sin. And even in the midst of captivity,
God still holds him accountable to
that sin, whether or not genetics or
brain activity play a role. Indeed, the
problem of the sin nature far out-
weighs the problem of psychology
(Rom. 1:20; 3:23).

THE RESPONSE OF THE UNSAVED
But what is man to do if he is so en-

slaved by such a sin nature? How
should those who do not know Christ
as Saviour respond? God’s Word pro-
vides a beautiful answer. After lament-
ing his sin nature and rhetorically ask-
ing how he might be freed from it, Paul
recorded a wonderful response that
should serve as an example for all
mankind: “I thank God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. So then with the mind
I myself serve the law of God; but with
the flesh the law of sin” (Rom. 7:25).
The unsaved soul can be saved! I

thoroughly enjoyed watching the Lord
work in the hearts of men who were
once completely enslaved by drugs
and alcohol. Their crying out to God
for His forgiveness was a testament to
the power of the Holy Spirit to over-
come the innate desires of the sin na-
ture. For the person who does not
know Christ, the answer to the sin na-
ture is to recognize his sin and call out
to Christ for forgiveness (Rom. 6:23).
This is obviously a difficult decision

for many, for it means that they must
consciously recognize their behavior
as wrong and deserving of punish-
ment—namely, eternal damnation.
However, the Holy Spirit can break
down that obstinacy and cause the
unsaved soul to see his need for Jesus
Christ. It is thus the Christian’s re-
sponsibility to declare the gospel—the
life-changing message of salvation.

THE RESPONSE OF THE
CHRISTIAN
The Christian has at least two re-

sponsibilities involving the issues of the
sin nature and the idea that a psycho-
logical or genetic predisposition to sin
excuses that sin. First, the believer
should dedicate himself to both pro-
claiming and living out the full extent of
the gospel message. In particular, this

means that Christians must stand true
to the gospel as it includes the reality of
sin and mankind’s need for a Saviour.
If a person discards the reality of sin

and the sin nature, he naturally re-
places it with a cold satisfaction in
himself. Those who do not have a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus Christ
must know that they are in great dan-
ger—eternal danger. Scripture is clear
that those who claim to be without sin
are deceiving themselves (I John 1:8).
Believers are charged with firmly yet
lovingly telling the lost of God’s salva-
tion plan (Acts 1:8; cf. Eph. 4:15). To
dismiss the reality of sin is to distort
the gospel message and essentially
claim that Christ died for nothing (cf.
I Pet. 3:18).
Second, each believer is responsi-

ble for discipling other believers with a
biblical understanding of the sin na-
ture. A wealth of books have been
written on the dynamics of disciple-
ship, but most of the hard lessons are
learned through difficult experiences.
One of the most difficult aspects of
discipleship is consistently loving a
young Christian who still struggles
against the desires of his flesh—even
those desires that held him captive be-
fore he trusted in Christ as his Saviour.
As the Christian considers the ram-

ifications of the sin nature, then, he
cannot expect a new believer to auto-
matically be at a point of grand spiri-
tual maturity only a few days after
trusting in Christ. Indeed, those who
were saved out of drug addiction or
homosexuality need constant help to
see their new identity in Christ despite
the old urges of the flesh that bombard
their hearts on a regular basis.
In his article on same sex-attraction

(SSA), Christian writer David White
mentioned a distorted perspective
many Christians have on other believ-
ers who have been saved out of such a
lifestyle: “Some Christians act like SSA

Christian Psychology

Are We Psychologically Fated to Sin?
BY J. A. LITTLER, M.A.



WINTER QUARTER 2014-15 19

used the term to draw attention to
what He was about to say.
Outside the Gospels, only Acts,

James, and III John do not have the
word “amen.” The New Testament
book that has the most occurrences of
the word being translated as “amen” is
Revelation. Revelation 3:14 has it as a
name for the Lord. And at the close of
the letter, after Jesus vows to come
quickly, the response to His promise is
“Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus”
(22:20). Certainly, John spoke on be-
half of the Christian community, ex-
pressing a desire for the Lord’s return,
even wanting it to happen, by essen-
tially saying, “Amen. Let it be so.”
It is likely that many Christians say

“amen” at the close of their prayers
because they learned to pray that way.
How many Christian prayers have we
heard that used a different word?
It is not wrong to say “amen” at the

end of our prayers; however, we
should use it in a thoughtful way and
not as a formality. When we use it, let
it mean “What I have said is the truth
of my heart.” We might also want to
mean by it “Let it be granted” or “Let
it be done.” The word should not be
just a prop, serving the purpose of
saying, “I’m through praying.” It is a
word that is loaded with meaning, and
it deserves to be used with meaning.
Perhaps we could, at times, use an

alternate ending. For example, “And,
dear Lord, what I have said comes
from my heart; be glorified in Your an-
swer.” Perhaps one could pray, “Fa-
ther, may Thy will be done. Yes, let it
be so!” When we say “amen” to God
apart from thinking about what it
means, it is like singing hymns without
thinking about their meaning and the-
ology, or asking someone “How are
you?” as you walk by without really
caring or even stopping to hear an an-
swer.
Let us also remember that when we

pray, we are praying “to the only wise
God our Saviour, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and
ever. Amen” (Jude 1:25). �

WE say it at the end of a prayer. We 
hear it when the preacher makes

a salient point with which members of
the congregation agree. And we find it
scattered through the Old Testament
and quite prevalent in the New Testa-
ment. The word is “amen.”
The word comes directly from both

Hebrew and Greek as “amen,” though
it is not always translated as such.
Other meanings include “truth,” “faith-
ful,” “believe,” and “certain.”
Genesis 15:6 reads, “And he be-

lieved in the Lord; and he counted it to
him for righteousness.” The person
believing what God had said was
Abraham, and the word translated
“believe” is aman, the derivation of our
word “amen.” God promised descen-
dants to Abraham, and in response
Abraham said “amen” to God. That
expression of faith became Abraham’s
righteousness. That became a major
point in Paul’s argument to the Ro-
mans that salvation is not by works but
through faith (Rom. 4; cf. Eph. 2:8-9).
Other Old Testament occurrences of

the word are scattered, with several
being found in the book of Psalms.
Psalms is made up of books, and
“amen” is given as a doxology to sev-
eral of them (41, 72, 89, 106).
When we get to the New Testament,

where the majority of usages are
found, we find the word transliterated
as “amen” or translated by the word
“verily.” “Verily” is a word meaning
“truth.” For the vast majority of the
times we find it, it translates from the
word “amen.” On a few occasions,
“verily” translates a different word.
Jesus is known for His pronouncing

of a double “verily” (“verily, verily”) on
numerous occasions. For example, in
John’s Gospel we find the duo some
twenty-five times. The other Gospels
have the single usage; but whether
singular or double is used, it is often
followed by the phrase “I say unto
you.” Though you and I say “amen” at
the close of our prayers, Jesus used
the term before making special pro-
nouncements of great importance. He

is simply a chosen ‘lifestyle’ that can be
easily deselected. Perhaps even more
pervasive is a triumphalist Christianity
that suggests any significant sin strug-
gle is easily overcome as long as some-
one has enough faith” (“Homosexuality
and Change: Is It Possible?” Harvest
News,Winter 2012).
To put this sin struggle in better per-

spective, White later submitted, “And
the truth is that temptation, struggle,
and loss will be a lifelong reality, not
just for the SSA struggler, but for
everyone who lives in this fallen
world.”
So, with this in mind, I ask you to

consider what your life was like before
and just after you were saved. Briefly
think back to how you struggled
against your sin when you had no re-
lationship with Christ. Perhaps you
struggled with alcoholism, smoking,
swearing, a short temper, spreading
gossip, or a combination of these
habits. Did the temptations to do
those things automatically disappear
after salvation?
Scripture is clear that our flesh, our

sin nature, is always with us, beckon-
ing us back to our old lifestyle. It is an
inescapable aspect of our life this side
of eternity (Rom. 7:21; cf. I John 1:9).
Such is the case even for those who
were captive to seemingly more
heinous sins.
Thus, you and I are in the same sit-

uation as other believers who struggle
with a variety of temptations. Through
the ineffable grace of God, we have
been forgiven of all our sin and given
the Holy Spirit. We now have the abil-
ity to obey Christ (Rom. 6:11-14). Sad-
ly, this does not mean we will always
obey Him.
In response to this spiritual reality,

believers everywhere must avoid self-
ishly judging other believers. To ex-
pect immediate and total perfection is
purely pharisaical (Luke 11:46). On the
contrary, we must humbly encourage
and edify our brothers and sisters in
Christ, knowing that they are on the
same spiritual journey as we are.

CONCLUSION
Do our brains or our genes force us

to sin? Not necessarily. But the Bible
shows us that our hearts do. This sin
nature can be overcome only through
faith in Jesus Christ, followed by a firm
yet loving communication of the
gospel and joint edification in Chris-
tian fellowship. �

What’s in a Word?

Amen
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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WHEN was Jesus born? This is a
question that spurs the cu-

riosity and speculation of many and
has led to many attempts to nail
down a specific date. The proposed
answers have varied greatly. Many
people probably think Jesus was
born on December 25 in the year 0.
However, there was no year 0, and
the likelihood that He was born on
December 25 is probably about 1 in
365. So, does it really matter when
Jesus was born? Is this really a
question with which we should con-
cern ourselves?
Actually, this is an important ques-

tion, and we know it is an important
question because the Bible gives us
the answer. It actually does tell us
when Jesus was born. In fact, both the
Old and the New Testaments reveal
when Christ came.

CHRIST CAME AT THE
PROPHESIED TIME—Dan. 9:24-27
The fascinating prophecy in Daniel

9 gives a detailed chronology relat-
ed to the Messiah’s coming. The
Prophet Daniel was in Babylon,
where God’s people had been ex-
iled. The fall of Jerusalem to the
Babylonians and the captivity of the
people of Judah was God’s judg-
ment on His disobedient and idola-
trous people.
The Lord had promised that the

Captivity in Babylon would last sev-
enty years. Daniel knew this from
reading Jeremiah’s prophecy, and he
understood that the time of the Exile
was now almost complete (Dan. 9:2).
As a result, he prayed, confessing
the sin of his people and asking God
to act on their behalf (vss. 3-19). In
answer, the Angel Gabriel  gave
Daniel a prophecy regarding God’s
plan and purposes for Israel—a
prophecy that looked far beyond the
return from the Captivity after seven-
ty years.

Daniel 9:24 lists six goals God re-
vealed for His people: to finish, or sup-
press, transgression; to make an end
of sin; to make reconciliation, or
atonement, for iniquity; to bring in
everlasting righteousness; to seal up
the vision and prophecy; and to anoint
the most holy place. The first three of
these goals “involve the divine and
global control of human rebellion in all
its forms, based upon the defeat of
Satan at the cross” (Whitcomb, Daniel,
Moody).
The last three goals look beyond the

first coming of Christ and concern the
establishment of Christ’s earthly, mil-
lennial kingdom. At that time, visions
and prophecy will cease, and the tem-
ple, with its most holy place, will be
anointed and thus inaugurated for
ministry. The prophecy thus extends
till the end times.
In sett ing forth these coming

events, Gabriel revealed the chronol-
ogy for Messiah’s coming. Daniel
9:25-27 declares that a l l  these
events will take place within a period
of seventy weeks, beginning with the
“commandment to restore and to
build Jerusalem.” The first official de-
cree for the restoration and rebuild-
ing of Jerusalem came after the
Medes and Persians conquered the
Babylonians. It was issued by the
Persian king Arta xerxes I in 445 B.C.
This gives a starting point for the
prophecy.
To understand the chronology, we

must understand that the Hebrew
word translated “weeks” (Dan. 9:25)
means a unit of seven and refers here
to a unit of seven years. Thus, the sev-
en ty weeks equals 490 years. The sev-
entieth week is set off from the previ-
ous sixty-nine in verse 27. So,
counting from 445 B.C. a total of 483
years—and counting the years as 360
days, as they were probably reck-
oned—would bring the sixty-ninth
week to about A.D. 32 or 33.

It was at this time, at the end of the
sixty-nine weeks (or seven weeks
plus sixty-two weeks [Dan. 9:25-26]),
that the Messiah would be “cut off.”
This sets the time frame for Messi-
ah’s ministry and death. The seventi-
eth week of Daniel’s prophecy is sep-
arated from the other weeks and
finds its fulfillment in the end times
(vs. 27).
While the prophecy is complicated,

we can draw several conclusions from
it. Gabriel said that Daniel and his
readers were to “know therefore and
understand” (Dan. 9:25) this prophecy.
This revelation was designed to give
the Jewish people a time frame for
their Messiah’s coming—specifically,
His adult ministry.
We know from this prophecy that

Jesus’ death occurred around A.D. 33.
Since Jesus was “about thirty years
of age” (Luke 3:23) when He began
His public ministry, we can determine
roughly when He was born. While the
people of Jesus’ day did not know
how long He would live, they too
could still work backward and have a
rough idea of when He would be
born.
Jesus was, in fact, born before 4

B.C. on our calendars and possibly as
early as 6 B.C. We know this because
King Herod was still alive at the time
of Jesus’ birth and, in fact, tried to de-
stroy the newborn “King of the Jews”
(Matt. 2:1-19). We also know from
historical records that King Herod
died in 4 B.C.
But why is the time of the Messiah’s

coming important? Why was it impor-
tant enough to include in Daniel’s
prophecy? The prophecy prepared the
people for Messiah’s coming and cre-
ated an expectation of His arrival.
Those who were discerning and trust-
ed God’s promises had an approxi-
mate time frame for when the Messiah
would be born.
Indeed, there was great messianic

Sermon

The Time of Christ’s Coming
BY JARL K. WAGGONER
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God’s plan, could He fulfill the Fa-
ther’s mission for Him and ultimately
redeem all those sinners who turn to
Him in repentance and faith. Only be-
cause He came at the right time could
we become redeemed children of
God!

CONCLUSION
Yes, we know when Christ was

born, for the Bible tells us. He was
born at the prophesied time—rough-
ly 6 to 4 B.C. And He was born at ex-
actly the right time in God’s eternal
plan.
The birth of Christ tells us much

about God and His plan. It reveals
His boundless grace and immense
love for us. It also tells us this impor-
tant truth—God’s timing is always
right.
We are bound within time. In many

respects, we are slaves to time, for
we cannot control it. Our very lives
are on a schedule, and we want
things to happen according to our
schedule. We are even expecting
God to work on our timetable. God,
however, is not controlled by time;
rather, He controls it. In fact, the
providential preparations of our sov-
ereign Lord determine the timing of
all events.
Here is something to think about,

especially when we become anxious
about God’s timing: Christ could not
have fulfilled His mission on earth had
He been born at any other time. The
timing of His birth and ministry and
substitutionary death was exactly
right and right on schedule.
We are all part of God’s plan, just

as surely as was Jesus’ birth, min-
istry, death, and resurrection—and
just as surely as His second coming
will be. It was no accident that we
were born when we were, to the par-
ents we were born to, and at the
place we were born. God brought us
into the world at exactly the right
time—the only time in which we
could fulfill our God-ordained mis-
sion on earth.
We spend far too much time worry-

ing about things that are beyond our
control—what might have been,
could have been, or should have
been—instead of what is. God put us
here and now, just as we are. The
question we must ask ourselves is
this: Are we doing what we can to ful-
fill the purpose God has for us here
and now? �

Likewise, only God knew when his-
tory had matured to the point that it
was time to send His Son into the
world. The description, however, re-
veals that God was working in and
through history.
While the fullness of time “probably

had in mind primarily the fact that from
God’s standpoint the time was ready”
(Kent, The Freedom of God’s Sons:
Studies in Galatians, BMH), in hind-
sight we can see how, in God’s provi-
dence, the world too was made ready
for Christ’s coming.
First, there was a religious vacuum.

The old religions of the Roman Empire
were dying, and Judaism had fallen
into a legalism that only a very few
could practice.
Second, the Romans provided sta-

bility and peace and efficient trans-
portation, allowing for the rapid dis-
semination of the gospel of Christ
through the apostles and other follow-
ers of Christ.
In addition, the presence of syna-

gogues throughout the empire meant
the Old Testament was widely taught.
This provided a basis for the preach-
ing of the gospel.
Finally, as a result of Roman con-

quests and earlier Greek influence,
Greek had become the universal lan-
guage of the empire. The good news
about Christ soon reached the entire
kingdom.
God was providentially at work

through the centuries, bringing about
all these conditions so that the time
was right for Christ’s coming. As we
consider this, it is important to re-
member that Christ’s second coming
also will be in the “fulness of times”
(Eph. 1:10). He will return at the ap-
pointed and perfect time in God’s
plan.
When did Christ come? He came at

the right time, the perfect time. God
did not look at the calendar to see
that the date was right and then send
Jesus into the world. Rather, He
worked in and through time, prepar-
ing the world and His own people, un-
til the time was right in His own pro-
gram.
It was at that moment that “God

sent forth his Son, made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them
that were under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons” (Gal.
4:4-5). The time of Christ’s coming
cannot be separated from the pur-
pose of His coming. Only because He
came at the right time, according to

expectation at the time of Jesus’ birth.
The special revelation given to Sime-
on and Anna (Luke 2:25-38) was con-
sistent with the timing and the wide-
 spread expectation, for the faithful
among the Jewish people understood
Daniel’s prophetic chronology.
Daniel’s prophecy also acted as one

identifying mark of the Messiah. He
had to come within the general time
frame established by the prophecy.
This was one more bit of evidence for
Jesus’ identity.
The prophecy of Daniel 9 was given

in answer to Daniel’s prayer for en-
couragement and comfort. It assured
Daniel and the Jewish people, who
were still in exile, that God still had
plans for His people. And the specific
chronology and time frame gave
greater comfort. The coming of the
Messiah was not just a nebulous fu-
ture hope; it was a specifically timed
event.
Daniel’s great prophecy reminds us

that God’s plans are set and sure,
down to the smallest detail. What a
blessing it is to know that in a world
in which nothing seems certain (as
was the case in Daniel’s day), God is
still at work, and His promises are
sure!

CHRIST CAME WHEN THE TIME
WAS RIGHT—Gal. 4:4-5
Daniel looked forward to see that

Christ would come at the prophesied
time. Paul looked back at Christ’s
coming and saw that He came at the
right time.
Galatians 4:4-5 tells us not only

when Christ came but also how He
came and why He came. Our focus
here, however, is primarily on the
when. Paul wrote that “when the ful-
ness of the time was come, God sent
forth his Son.” Thus, Jesus was born
in the “fulness of the time.”
To what does the fullness of time re-

fer? Literally, the expression referred
to the time of a child’s maturity. Jesus
came into the world when history—
time itself—had matured. When does
a child become an adult? Age is only
a general (and artificial) measure. We
cannot set an age when everyone be-
comes mature or even when we be-
came mature. Maturity is a gradual
thing. At some point, we realize we
have become adults; but we find it
hard to pinpoint a particular date it
happened. In other words, only God
knows!
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THE Sunday school superintendent 
of a church I attended many years

ago had a large family. There must have
been six or seven kids in his family. By
today’s standards, that was a large
family. The family was so large that he
and his wife had a hard time keeping
track of all their kids. After one Sunday
morning worship service, the family left
church without one of their kids.
Of course, the child who was left

behind was not actually abandoned.
The parents went back to the church
to get him as soon as they discovered
what they had done. However, in the
meantime, that child must have felt
abandoned.
Psalm 22 begins with the powerful

lament of despair that reveals the
writer’s sense of abject abandonment:
“My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” (vs. 1). The writer felt
abandoned by God, and he was ex-
pressing the despair associated with
that feeling of abandonment.
According to the superscription, the

author of Psalm 22 was King David. It is
possible (but by no means certain, since
he did not suffer the agonies expressed
here) that the sense of abandonment he
expressed in this psalm was motivated
by the grief he felt when Absalom, one
of his sons, led a rebellion and tried to
take the throne from him. David must
have felt betrayed by his own son and
abandoned by God (II Sam. 15:13-17).
Psalm 22 is a personal lament. King

David was offering up a prayer in which
he was lamenting his personal situation
and condition. He felt that God had
abandoned him and was not respond-
ing to his cries for help. He was asking
God why He had abandoned him and
turned a deaf ear to his prayers.
We can identify somewhat with

Psalm 22:1 because we all have felt
the way David felt when he wrote this
psalm. There are times when we all
have felt that the heavens are brass
and the ear of God is closed to our
prayers and our cries for help.
That is the way Job felt when he en-

dured an agony of physical, emotion-
al, and spiritual suffering. He felt God

had abandoned him and would not an-
swer him: “God hath overthrown me,
and hath compassed me with his net.
Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not
heard: I cry aloud, but there is no judg-
ment” (Job 19:6-7). Job wanted God
to answer his prayers and explain
what was happening; but for most of
the book, God was silent.
Psalm 22 has such deep meaning

for Christians because Jesus quoted
the first sentence of the psalm while
He was suffering on the cross: “My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” (Matt. 27:46). As Jesus bore our
sins on the cross, God had turned His
back on Him. Jesus’ cry to God came
from that terrible despair.
Psalm 22 is filled with additional ref-

erences to Jesus’ sufferings on the
cross. Verses 7-8 were fulfilled in
Matthew 27:39-43. What was written
in Psalm 22:13-15 was fulfilled by Je-
sus’ physical agonies on the cross
(John 19:28-29). Psalm 22:16 was ful-
filled in the cruel act of crucifixion,
which resulted in wounds to Jesus’
hands and feet (cf. John 20:27). Psalm
22:18 was fulfilled in Matthew 27:35.
Did Jesus quote Psalm 22:1 because

His mind was filled with Scripture and
the first sentence of the psalm resonat-
ed with the abandonment He felt as He
was hanging on the cross, or did the
Holy Spirit inspire David to write what
He knew Jesus would say on the
cross? While there is no definitive an-
swer to that question, it is safe to say
that both King David and Jesus on the
cross felt abandoned by God and that
both offered up prayers that expressed
their feelings of abandonment.
It is not uncommon for a believer to

feel abandoned by God while going
through a particularly stressful or grief-
filled ordeal. However, even in our dark-
est hour, when we go through the “val-
ley of the shadow of death” (Ps. 23:4),
we can have the assurance that God
has not actually abandoned us. He is
right there with us. Even when we do
not feel His presence, we can know that
He is with us to help and comfort. The
Lord has promised, “I will never leave

thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).
In Psalm 22:2 David lamented that

in the throes of his abandonment, he
cried out to God day and night, but
God did not answer him. On Mount
Carmel, Eli jah taunted the false
prophets to pray louder because their
god might be taking a nap or have
gone for a walk (I Kings 18:27).
When you pray, do you ever feel that

way about God? Do you ever feel that
He is taking a nap? Do you ever feel
that He is not concerned about you or
your problems?
While feelings of being abandoned

by God are not uncommon, even
among faithful believers, the big ques-
tion is this: How can you deal with feel-
ings of abandonment? There are sev-
eral specific things you can do.
First, during those times when you

feel God is not answering your prayers,
keep praying. Jesus told a parable
about a woman who went to an arro-
gant judge for help. The judge finally
helped the woman not because he was
a just judge but because the woman
was persistent. This does not mean
that God is arrogant and you need to
keep pestering Him until He finally gives
you what you are asking for, but it does
mean that you must be persistent in
your praying (Luke 18:1-7). God re-
wards those who keep asking, seeking,
and knocking (cf. Matt. 7:7-8).
Second, hold on to your faith during

the tough times. Do not give up or give
in. Job’s wife urged him, “Curse God,
and die” (Job 2:9); but Job did not
curse God and later said, “Though he
slay me, yet will I trust in him” (13:15).
Third, recognize that some paths go

through dark places. We have no
promise of an easy, trouble-free life.
“Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me” (Ps. 23:4).
Fourth, read and claim the prom ises

found in the Bible. For example, read
Joshua 1:5-9. Find a Bible promise that
gives you comfort and assurance when
you are going through a dark place. �

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

David’s Cry of Abandonment
BY RICHARD A. LINT
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sus spoke in parables and delivered
the Olivet Discourse (Matt. 24) on the
future of the world.

PASSOVER AND THE DAYS THAT
FOLLOWED
Thursday. The lamb or goat select-

ed a few days earlier was slain “in the
evening” (Exod. 12:6). The disciples
had prepared a place for the Passover
Feast. Before dining, Jesus washed
the feet of His disciples (John 13:3-5).
At the feast, Judas, the Lord’s be-

trayer, was dismissed to carry out his
nefarious plan. Jesus taught the disci-
ples important truths about His return
(John 14), the urgency of abiding in
Him (chap. 15), and the work of the
Holy Spirit afterward (chap. 16).
Moving to the Garden of Gethse-

mane, Jesus toiled in prayer. Luke tells
us “his sweat was as it were great drops
of blood falling down to the ground”
(22:44). Medical science knows this
phenomenon as “hemati drosis.”
A body of men, led by Judas, ar-

rested the Lord in the garden and took
Him to the high priest for the first of a
series of fraudulent trials. Finally, Pi-
late, the Roman governor, gave in to
the Jewish leaders, and Jesus was led
off to be crucified (Matt. 27:23-26).
Friday. This was Nisan 14, the

Passover. Jesus was nailed to a cross
at 9:00 A.M. He suffered throughout the
ensuing hours and died at 3:00 P.M.
Joseph of Arimathea, one of the San-
hedrin (Mark 15:43; Luke 23:50),
asked for the body of Jesus (Matt.
27:57-60). He wrapped the body and
placed it in his own unused tomb.
Saturday. Jesus was in the tomb

throughout the Sabbath. Some
women disciples had prepared spices
for the Lord’s body. They rested
through the day.
Sunday—Resurrection Day. The tem-

ple authorities asked Pilate to seal the
tomb, suggesting the disciples might
steal the body. Temple guards sealed
and guarded the tomb (Matt. 27:62-66).

the Passover sacrifice. It was tended
alone, carefully watched, until Nisan
14, the day of Passover (Exod. 12:3-6). 
The disciples borrowed a donkey for

the Lord to ride upon as Zechariah had
prophesied some five hundred years
before (Zech. 9:9). Riding into the city,
Jesus was presenting Himself as Is-
rael’s Messiah and the “Lamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the
world” (John 1:29). Excited pilgrims
hailed their king with the word “hosan-
na” (save us now). The infuriated Phar-
isees demanded that Jesus rebuke the
celebrants, but Jesus said that even if
they were to keep silent, the very
stones would cry out (Luke 19:39-40).
Dr. Alva J. McClain pointed out that

Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the
173,880th day of the decree of Artax-
erxes to rebuild Jerusalem. This was
the fulfillment of Daniel 9:25, the sixty-
ninth week of the prophecy (The
Greatness of the Kingdom, BMH).
Sadly, Israel rejected the kingdom of-
fer. Today, Jews must accept Jesus as
Saviour, as many Jewish individuals
have done.
Tuesday. On His way to the temple

this spring morning, Jesus found a fig
tree completely leafed out. Hungry, He
peeled back the leaves but found no
fruit. The Lord cursed the tree (Mark
11:12-14). One of the emblems of Israel
is the fig tree. Like the one Jesus cursed,
Israel today bears no spiritual fruit.
Jesus went to the Court of the Gen-

tiles in the temple. It was being mis-
used as a marketplace for the sale of
sacrificial animals and the exchange
of civil money for required temple
shekels. Infuriated at the sacrilege, Je-
sus drove out the merchants and mon-
ey changers. Religious authorities
sought a means of destroying Him
(Mark 11:15-18).
Wednesday. It was a day of contro-

versy with the religious leaders. Seek-
ing to find Jesus breaking the Law of
Moses, the leaders sent Pharisees,
agents of Herod the king, Sadducees,
and scribes to test the Lord (Mark
12:13, 18, 28). None succeeded. Je-

THERE are eighty-nine chapters in 
the New Testament books of

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Of
these, twenty-five chapters are devot-
ed to the last full week of Jesus’ earth-
ly ministry. Though there are other
views, this study will highlight each of
those days as followed in the tradi-
tional, scholarly research of the late Dr.
Harold W. Hoehner’s Chronological
Aspects of the Life of Christ (Zonder-
van). The student will be amply re-
warded for undertaking a careful study
of this body of truth.

THE DAYS LEADING UP TO
PASSOVER
Jericho was the last preaching point

before Passover. Zacchaeus, a high of-
ficial among publican tax gatherers, be-
came a disciple of Jesus (Luke 19:2-
10). Bartimaeus, a blind man, dared to
call on Jesus for healing, and his prayer
was answered (Mark 10:46-52).
Saturday at Bethany. Jesus had a

home away from home in visiting Laz -
arus and his sisters, Mary and Martha,
in Bethany fifteen miles southwest of
Jericho, close to Jerusalem. John’s
Gospel tells us (12:1) that it was six
days before Passover.
Many Jews were on the road to the

city of David. Religious leaders were ac-
tively plotting the death of Jesus, certain
He would be in the city for Passover.
Since his resurrection from the dead,
Lazarus was also on the death list.
That Saturday night, Mary, Laza rus’s

sister, anointed the feet of Jesus with an
expensive ointment in the home of Si-
mon the leper (Matt. 26:6-13).
Sunday in Bethany. The roads were

choked with pilgrims, perhaps as many
as 2,700,000 according to an estimate
from the historian Josephus (Warsof the
Jews 6.9.3). Some set the number as
low as 500,000; but in any case, the city
of Jerusalem was packed full of visitors.
Monday—Triumphal Entry. This was

the tenth day of the month Nisan. On
this day, pious Jews were to select the
choicest lamb or kid of the goats as
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INTRODUCTION
Psalm 147 is a hymn of praise from

beginning to end. We do not know who
the human author was, but we can be
fairly certain that it was written after the
Babylonian Captivity. The psalmist re-
ferred to the rebuilding of Jerusalem
and the return of Jewish exiles.
Jewish exiles returned under the

leadership of Zerubbabel in 538 B.C. (cf.
Ezra 2:64-65) and under Ezra’s leader-
ship in 458 B.C. (8:1-20). Nehemiah re-
turned to Jerusalem in 445 B.C. and led
the Jews to complete the restoration of
the city’s walls (Neh. 6:15). Our psalm
was written after all this.

GOD CARES FOR HIS PEOPLE
Psalm 147 begins and ends with

“Praise ye the Lord” (vss. 1, 20), which
is one word in Hebrew. Transliterated,
the word is “Hallelujah.” Three reasons
are listed in verse 1 for singing praises
to God. First, it is good, for God is
good. Second, praising the Lord is
“pleasant,” meaning it is delightful for
God to hear from His people. Third, it
is also “comely,” meaning appropriate
for His people to do so.
The psalmist praised the Lord for the

rebuilding of Jerusalem and the recov-
ery of those exiled from the land. The
Lord has fulfilled His word, for He always
keeps His promises (cf. Jer. 31:38-40).
There were broken hearts among the

exiled Israelites (Ps. 147:3). The city of
Jerusalem, along with its glorious tem-
ple, had been leveled. Away from home,
they no doubt asked the question: Does
God care? The psalmist gave the an-
swer. God brought them home, healed
their broken hearts of despair, and
bound up the wounds of their sorrows.
This demonstrated God’s unending
care for His people.
We have no continuing city here, for

we are citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:20).
We praise God for gathering us from
this present, sinful world, binding up
our hearts, and healing the wounds
caused by sin. Our hope is joining with
Christ and other believers in our heav-
enly city (cf. Heb. 12:22-24).

The psalmist moved abruptly to God’s
care for His creation. Only God knows
the exact number of stars that exist, and
He has named them all (Ps. 147:4). He
knows them individually (Isa. 40:26).
God displays His omnipotence and

omniscience in sustaining the universe
(Ps. 147:5). He abounds in strength, hav-
ing more than enough power for any sit-
uation (Jer. 32:17). The depth and
breadth of God’s knowledge are infinite,
meaning they cannot be calculated.
God sustains the meek and judges

the wicked (Ps. 147:6). This obviously
has a special reference to the restoration
of humble Israel and the humiliation of
her wicked oppressor (Jer. 50:43-46). 
God, who knows each separate

star, also knows His people individual-
ly. He will not lose sight of one single
Israelite (Isa. 40:26-31). Neither will He
ever lose sight of any of us who have
placed our trust in Him (Heb. 13:5).
We face no situation in life that is too

big for God. He never comes up short
in answering any problem, nor are His
hands ever tied as He works power-
fully on our behalf. We can cast all of
our anxious care upon Him (I Pet. 5:7).

GOD DELIGHTS IN HIS PEOPLE
God is to be praised with musical in-

struments as well as with the voice
(Ps. 147:7). He covers the visible heav-
ens with clouds (vss. 8-9). He then
sends the rain, which causes the grass
to grow, providing food for His crea-
tures, including the helpless young
ravens (cf. Job 38:26-27).
God does not take delight in those

who trust in the military strength of a
horse or a man (Ps. 147:10-11). Rather,
He takes pleasure in those who fear Him.
To fear God is to have a profound re-
spect and reverence for the Lord, for
who He is. The fear of the Lord re-
nounces all dependence on others and
on ourselves as well. It means we place
all our hope in His loving-kindness.
As the beast of the field and the

birds are dependent on Him, so too
are we. God takes pleasure in us for
trusting in Him alone.

GOD PROVIDES FOR HIS PEOPLE
Psalm 147 contains a ringing call

for Jerusalem to praise God (vss. 12-
14). The city once again had walls
and gates that could be closed and
barred for security. The Lord had
blessed Jerusalem’s citizens. Her
borders were secure, peace pre-
vailed, and prosperity was enjoyed.
The sovereign God of the universe
was the source of all these bless-
ings. The psalmist turned to the nat-
ural order with its recurring cycle of
winter and summer to make this
point.
When God speaks, there is no delay

or reluctance in the response to His
command (Ps. 147:15-18). The Lord
sends snow, covering the earth like a
white, woolen blanket. He scatters the
frost like ashes over the ground. He
hurls ice like crumbs of bread, refer-
ring to hail (vs. 17). No one can stand
up against the pelting hail. His word
goes forth in the wind to melt the snow
and ice and blow the melted water
over the soil.
The God who ordained and controls

the cycle of nature acts on behalf of
His people in restoring and blessing
them. We stand in awe of God for His
creative work and providence.
Psalm 147 closes with a reference

to Israel’s unique relationship with
God (vss. 19-20). God gave His spe-
cial revelation to Israel. His “statutes”
and “judgments” were the proscrip-
tions and legal regulations of the Mo-
saic Law. There was no other nation in
the ancient world as favored as the Is-
raelites in this respect (Deut. 4:7-8).
God intends His Word to have the

same effect on His people as it has
on nature. Israel was responsible for
obeying His commands (Deut. 5:31;
Mal. 4:4). We are responsible today
to know and to obey the Scriptures
God has given us (cf. II Tim. 3:16-
17).
As the Israelites reflected on their

unique status with the Lord, their
hearts were to be filled with gratitude.
Hallelujah! �

Meditations in Psalms

Psalm 147
BY JACK RIGGS, TH.D.
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“shall be.” The critical problem with
this view is that the Greek word used
means “is,” not “was” or “shall be.”
The interpretation that best answers

the problem is that Jesus definitively
asserted His omnipresence. This
means that while Jesus was on earth
speaking to Nicodemus, He also was
in heaven. Having said this, some clar-
ification is needed. What is seen in this
verse is the fact that although He was
only one Person, Christ clearly had
two natures: divine and human. When
Jesus became flesh, He came down
from heaven. However, He never
stopped being God who is in heaven.
As far as His divine nature is con-

cerned, Jesus Christ is God and there-
fore omnipresent. This clause is an ex-
plicit statement of this doctrine.
The union of Christ’s humanity with His

deity must also be considered. In theolo-
gy, this is called the “hypostatic union.”
The Greek word hupostasismeans “sub-
stance,” “nature,” “essence,” “actual be-
ing.” This means that in Christ there is a
true union of a real humanity and a full de-
ity in one Person. Asserting that Christ is
omnipresent in His deity, however, does
not require that His human body must
also be omnipresent. His human body
was limited to one place at a time, just as
is the case with our human bodies.
While Christ was speaking to Nico -

demus, both His human and His divine
natures were in the presence of
Nicodemus; but beyond this, His di-
vine nature was also in heaven. John
3:13 states that Jesus “is in heaven” at
the same time that, as man, He lived
on this earth. That may stagger our
minds, but it is true nonetheless.
This is the Christ who alone pro-

vides access to God in heaven, both
for Nicodemus and for us. He is our
omnipresent Saviour. �

If you have a Bible question that
you would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Q.What did Jesus mean when He told
Nicodemus that the Son of man “is in
heaven” (John 3:13)?
A. You asked a question that must be
answered in two parts. First, what is the
text of the verse? Second, what is the
significance of the last part of the verse?
Various Bible translations common-

ly omit the last clause, “which is in
heaven,” from John 3:13. Some omit it
with no comment. Others omit it but
have a footnote saying that some
manuscripts add the clause. Some
keep the clause but have a marginal
note that asserts that the modern
Greek text omits “which is in heaven.”
It is correct that some ancient Greek

manuscripts omit the clause. It is also
correct, however, that the vast majority
of Greek manuscripts do have the
clause, as is the case in the vast major-
ity of ancient translations into lan-
guages such as Latin, Syriac, Coptic,
and Armenian. Most of the early church
fathers also supported the clause.
When all the evidence is considered, it
seems clear that Jesus spoke the words
“which is in heaven” (John 3:13).
John 3:13, therefore, asserts that

while Jesus was speaking to Nicode-
mus on earth, He was, at the same
time, in heaven. How could this be? In-
terpreters answer that question differ-
ently. Four views are commonly held.
Some think that the clause merely

means that heaven was Jesus’ home,
even though He left it and for a time was
on earth. The primary difficulty with this
interpretation is that it simply does not
agree with the obvious language of the
verse. The verse does not say that
Christ’s home is in heaven; rather, it says
that Christ was in heaven at the very
time He was talking to Nicodemus.
Others interpret the word “heaven”

in a spiritual sense rather than as an
actual place. To attempt to make the
word “heaven” mean something other
than an actual place is inconsistent
with the wording of this text and the
overall teaching of Scripture. This view
is unsatisfactory.
Another interpretation takes the

word “is” to mean either “was” or

Thy light has come; O sacred truth;
God’s Word to sinful men,

As with each happy Christmastime,
The Christ Child comes again.

Thy light has come: the light of God, 
The Father of mankind,

The Light of glory, truth, and love
To open eyes now blind.

Thy light has come: the light of Christ,
The light of all the world,

The light of men, the light of life,
The light of hope unfurled!

Thy light has come: the Spirit’s light,
To shine and glow within,

The light of freedom, joy, and peace
To conquer death and sin.

Thy light has come: O pilgrim true,
Be done with earth’s dark night;

Walk ever with thy blessed Lord,
And be a son of light! �

—J. Harold Gwynne.

Bible Bookmark

The Son of Man in Heaven
BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET

The Light of Christmas
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RUSSELL EBERSOLE, SR. is a re-
tired missionary with over fifty

years of experience in a dozen coun-
tries. He is the father of eight children,
grandfather of thirty-seven, and great-
grandfather of eight. His faithful obe-
dience and trust in God provide a won-
derful example for Christians to
emulate.
Russ Ebersole was born on Au-

gust 4, 1927, in New Jersey. His parents
took Russ and his sister to church “but
showed no evidence of a real faith” un-
til Russ was ten years old (Ebersole, R.
and Ebersole, N., Interwoven, ABWE
Publishing). A neighbor’s witness
brought salvation and renewal to Russ’s
parents. After moving to Chicago, they
found a church to help them grow “in
their knowledge of God’s Word.”
Russ had no interest in the Lord un-

til high school. After seeing the wit-
ness of his football teammates at
Wheaton Academy, Russ accepted
Jesus Christ as his Saviour during an
evangelistic service.
After graduation, Russ served in the

United States Navy for fourteen months
and then enrolled at Wheaton College.
Several of his friends on the track team
were dedicated to serving God in mis-
sions. Russ could not understand why
they would seemingly throw away their
lives. One friend told him that God has
a plan for each of His children who were
willing to follow. This was a revelation for
Russ—he was not his own!
At Wheaton College, Russ met a girl

named Gene DeVries. After much
prompting from a roommate, he invit-
ed her to go with him on a canoe trip.
She accepted, and they enjoyed the
first of many dates.
As they grew to care for each other,

a dilemma developed: God was calling
Gene to foreign missions, but Russ was
not sure that was his calling also. He
prayed and discussed it with several
mentors. In a few months, confidence
grew that God was calling the couple to
missionary service together.
Once settled, Russ wasted little

time before proposing. Gene was de-

lighted to accept, and they were mar-
ried in June 1950.
In 1952, Russ and Gene attended

the Summer Institute of Linguistics
despite concerns that Gene was soon
due to give birth to their first child.
Both were convinced that God want-
ed them to attend the institute and
would provide for the baby.
Gene gave birth to a premature son

on the trip. Rusty was born with a life-
threatening breathing problem; but in
God’s providence, the hospital had the
exact equipment needed to keep him
alive.
Russ later found that their home hos-

pital did not have such equipment and
realized that their son would have died
if they had not followed God’s leading.
This experience greatly strengthened
Russ’s and Gene’s confidence in “their
living and loving God” (Ebersole and
Ebersole), teaching an important les-
son for their missionary career.
The next year, Russ and Gene joined

the Association of Baptists for World
Evangelism (ABWE) and were ap-
pointed to Iloilo City in the Philippines.
Missionary life required many adjust-
ments, including learning to communi-
cate across a language barrier. Russ
did not enjoy preaching through a
translator and was determined to learn
the local Ilonggo dialect. Because for-
mal resources were limited, he and
Gene taught themselves through in-
teracting with local people.
Russ’s main ministry was tent evan-

gelism, which was an effective way to
bring the gospel to unreached towns.
He partnered with a local evangelist,
Reverend Zoilo Anat. They preached
and started churches in many villages.
Despite much opposition, they saw
amazing conversions. As God
changed the lives of those who ac-
cepted His grace, they became pow-
erful testimonies to their communities.
During this time, Russ and Gene were
blessed with two daughters, Cheryl
and Beth, and a second son, Bruce,
born at the end of their first furlough.
The Ebersoles were then assigned

to Bacolod City for their second term.
As this area of the Philippines had
more churches, Russ ministered to
pastors as well as evangelizing un-
reached communities. Gene taught
young people at a local church.
In September 1960, a year after their

daughter Susan was born, Gene un-
derwent emergency surgery for a can-
cerous tumor. Though shocked, the
Ebersole family displayed a peace that
some of their friends could not under-
stand. Gene’s six-week recovery was
followed by a celebratory family vaca-
tion in Baguio, high in the mountains
of northern Luzon.
The year 1962 brought the Eber-

soles’s second furlough and a busy
schedule. From their home base in
New Jersey, they traveled throughout
the United States. Gene visited her
parents to assure them of her health,
though she tired easily.
As their furlough ended, Russ was

offered a new position: missionary-at-
large for the Philippines, a liaison be-
tween missionaries, nationals, and
ABWE headquarters. He and Gene
prayed until they believed God was di-
recting them to accept.
In July 1963, they returned to live in

Manila, the capital of the Philippines,
where Russ would work with 250
churches, 2 ministry training centers,
and 80 missionaries. Gene resumed
an active schedule teaching, writing,
and caring for her children.
The following Christmas, an exam

by Gene’s surgeon revealed that a
large, cancerous growth had ap-
peared. He operated immediately but
could not remove it all. In the hospital,
Gene was attended by a nurse she
had taught in Bacolod. She told her,
“I’m not afraid to die” (Ebersole and
Ebersole), but she confessed her wor-
ry for Russ and the children. Despite
the possibility of death, Gene knew
that God would provide for her family.
Russ and Gene kept a confident faith

through radiation treatments. They con-
tinued their ministry as much as possi-
ble, though Russ curtailed his travel.

Testimonies of Faith

Missionary-Adventurer, Russ Ebersole
BY COURTNEY N. COIRO
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copies of God’s Word. He surveyed
Burma, Romania, Cambodia, and
Viet nam to initiate ABWE work there.
Russ and Nancy gratefully cared for

both their mothers in their last years,
reciprocating the generous support
they had received at the loss of their
first spouses.
Russ then served as ABWE’s Vice

President of Missionary Ministries, a
task including care, communication,
and debriefing missionaries. In 2002,
he and Nancy published Interwoven,
the story of God’s faithfulness through
both their lives.
By God’s grace, all eight of Russ

and Nancy’s children are following the
Lord, some also as missionaries. Their
influence and joy grew as thirty-seven
grandchildren were added to the fam-
ily, followed by eight great-grandchil-
dren! They have committed to pray
daily for every one of them.
Russ and Nancy are now retired, yet

they still serve the Lord as He gives op-
portunity. Russ speaks abroad and in
the States, challenging Christians to fol-
low God’s call unreservedly. He also
served interim pastorates in Torino, Italy;
Oslo, Norway; and Brooklyn, New York.
Their book, Interwoven, concludes:

“The Lord has given Russ and Nancy
rich and exciting lives in which they
have continually experienced the great
faithfulness and the good hand of God.
They have a deep desire to finish well.”
Based on Philippians 1:6, we can be
certain that “he which hath begun a
good work” in Russ’s and Nancy’s lives
will enable them to do just that. �

the situation to prayer. In time, God sent
reassurance that this was His leading.
Time passed as Nancy prayed and

waited. Russ remained oblivious about
what she was thinking until a mission-
ary couple Nancy had confided in
spilled the beans. Russ was shocked,
not at all convinced it was God’s will.
In her next report to Russ, who was

now her superior in ABWE, Nancy in-
vited him and his children to stop for a
visit. He accepted, wanting to see
whether God would confirm this crazy
idea. The two families had a wonder-
ful visit together, and Russ and Nancy
began corresponding outside of work.
As soon as God’s leading was clear,

Russ did not hesitate to follow. Upon re-
ceiving favorable responses from his
parents and children, he visited Nancy
again and proposed! Not until Russ
bought Nancy’s engagement ring did
either of them remove the wedding
bands from their previous spouses.
Russ and Nancy were married in

June 1969. Making their home in Vent-
nor, New Jersey, they began inter-
weaving their new family.
After one year, Russ took his family

back to Manila. They knew they had
integrated their large family when visi-
tors could not tell whose children were
whose!
Adventures abounded as the Eber-

soles resumed missionary work. Per-
haps the biggest occurred in 1972. Russ
and Nancy were on their way to a speak-
ing engagement when their plane was
hijacked. Imagine their surprise when
the plane landed in Communist China!
Russ and Nancy trusted God in-

stead of panicking. Despite the risk of
being found out as missionaries, Russ
led prayer before a meal, assured the
pilot of God’s protective hand, and
even shared the gospel with one of the
hijackers. Thanks to many prayers, all
passengers were released after one
night.
It turned out to be more than a good

adventure story. Russ later heard that
one of the passengers and a hijacker
became Christians as a result of his
testimony.
In 1976, Russ accepted an invitation

to be ABWE’s Executive Administrator
for the Far East, requiring him to move
back to the United States. Though sad
to leave the Philippines, he could not
refuse God’s leading.
But Russ’s travel became even

more widespread. He returned to Chi-
na voluntarily in 1980 to take Bibles to
Chinese pastors who did not have

Prayer and encouragement poured in
from many friends and supporters.
By the spring of 1964, Gene ap-

peared much better. She and Russ
celebrated their fourteenth anniver-
sary. Gene shared the testimony of her
trial with missionary kids and even
taught through the fall. Russ gave this
tribute to his wife: “Only I know what a
wonderful help Gene has been to me
in every aspect of the ministry here”
(Ebersole and Ebersole).
All this activity could not obscure

Gene’s failing health. Even as they
prayed for healing, Russ and Gene be-
gan to prepare themselves and their chil-
dren for the probable end of Gene’s life.
Gene’s pain grew, and more cancer-

ous growths were found in her body.
The Ebersoles returned to New Jersey
after visiting their former ministries in
Iloilo and Bacolod, testifying of God’s
faithfulness. Russ’s parents offered
their house to the family. Gene demon-
strated the “sufficiency of the Lord to
many others who had rough pathways
to walk” (Ebersole and Eber sole).
In November, Gene’s health sud-

denly declined. She was admitted to
the hospital and passed into eternity a
few days later. Russ held his wife’s fu-
neral in the same church in which they
had been married.
As grief quieted and life moved on,

Russ continued to serve with ABWE.
In 1965, he was appointed missionary-
at-large for the Far East. This often re-
quired leaving his children with his par-
ents for lengthy trips. These were
difficult years, but Russ repeatedly
saw God’s faithfulness and provision.
In time, Russ realized that his fami-

ly needed a wife and mother. But it
seemed impossible that the love he
had shared with Gene could be repli-
cated. What woman would be crazy
enough to marry a widower with five
children? Russ did not know that God
was already preparing just such a
woman to love him and his family.
Nancy Goehring and her husband,

Harry, had served with ABWE in East
Pakistan. When Harry died suddenly in
1965, Nancy, along with three children,
Harold Jr., Joyanne, and Faith, had re-
turned to Indiana to live with her mother.
Russ and Harry had met at a mission-

ary conference and kept in touch over
the years. Harry wrote Russ a beautiful
letter of comfort at Gene’s death, and
Russ spoke at Harry’s memorial service.
Not long after, Nancy began to have a re-
curring thought: Russ needs you now.
Unsure of her feelings, she committed

These precautions were to no avail, for
“behold, there was a great earthquake:
for the angel of the Lord descended from
heaven, and came and rolled back the
stone from the door, and sat upon it”
(28:2). In a timely manner, the Lord ap-
peared alive to Mary Magdalene, other
women, Peter, two Emmaus disciples,
and ten Apostles, Thomas being absent.
The exact day of the Lord’s crucifix-

ion is greatly debated. Each proposal is
respected, but Dr. Hoehner’s Friday is
the most carefully documented and is
the choice of this writer. �

Nine Days That Changed the World
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WHEN Charles Cowman began 
working in a telegraph office in

his hometown of Toulon, Illinois, he
had no idea of the success he would
achieve. Many promotions came until
he finally was the manager of the
Chicago office—all by the age of twen-
ty-one (Lettie Cowman, Missionary
Warrior, Oriental Missionary Society).
Success was realized as he advanced

in his career. Marriage to Lettie Burd
brought him further satisfaction. Life
was good, and he was soon absorbed
in the limelight of the big city of Chicago.
City life presented several tempta-

tions. However, Charles had been
raised by godly parents who brought
him up in the “nurture and admonition
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). He and his wife
still attended a house of worship, but
many churches in Chicago were more
elite, unlike the ones they had grown
up in. Although the ministers of their
childhood had been less educated,
they had faithfully preached the Bible.
The nightlife was also more enticing.

The Cowmans both loved music, and the
grand opera fascinated them. The enter-
tainments of the city intrigued them, and
they were soon held in their grip.
About this time, Lettie was invited to a

children’s meeting in which a converted
opera singer was scheduled to give her
testimony. When the invitation was given,
Lettie made her way to the altar. Charles
wrote that “the change which immedi-
ately followed was a great surprise to me,
for she at once separated herself from the
world and testified that she was genuine-
ly converted” (Cowman).
Lettie now began working on

Charles. As a boy, he had professed to
know Christ; but the lures of money and
the thrills of the world had sidetracked
him. His resistance lasted a month; then
he finally agreed to attend a revival
meeting. The conviction of the Holy
Spirit once again seized his heart. He re-
membered the church of his childhood,
the old mourner’s bench, and how God
had met with him there.
During this time of soul struggle, Lettie

invited him to the altar, which he stead-
fastly refused. Afterward, at their apart-

ment, Charles knelt in prayer and cried
out for God’s mercy. Oh, what joy entered
his heart as the prodigal returned to his
Father! He now asked the Lord, “What
wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6).
When he returned to work, the word

spread quickly that Charles Cowman
was now a Christian. He began wit-
nessing fervently to the hundreds of
men he managed. From the day of his
conversion, he became a soul-winner;
in about six months, he had won sev-
enty-five of his men to Christ.
The first convert was one Charles

would never forget. One evening he
went to his office hoping for an oppor-
tunity to speak to his men. During a
slow time, he gained enough courage
to speak to a man about Christ. The
man did not yield, and Charles left the
office feeling defeated. However, the
next morning the man met Charles as
he entered the office, saying, “I went
home last night after our conversation
and did just what you told me. It is all
settled and I gave myself to Christ”
(Cowman). This man was Ernest Kil-
borne, who would later be involved in
missionary work with the Cowmans.
A number of events helped launch

the Cowmans into missionary efforts.
First, Charles’s converts in the office
soon possessed the same passion for
souls that he had. They gathered to-
gether each Sunday for an hour to
pray, sing, read the Bible, and exhort
one another to witness for the Lord.
Second, Charles began participat-

ing in open-air meetings, Sunday
school, and mission work. Though not
a minister, Charles was invited to
speak in a mission hall in an area of
Chicago known as “Little Hell.” Many
who were considered down-and-out
were converted. From then on, he tried
to reach all types of people.
A third event in Charles’s l i fe

brought him to completely commit to
Christ and missions. About a year af-
ter his conversion, he yielded fully to
God and was definitely filled with the
Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 1:8). Charles testi-
fied, “I have committed myself and my
all into God’s hands, and He has ac-

cepted the offering. Life henceforth
can never be the same” (Cowman).
In 1894, Charles and Lettie attended a

missionary convention at Moody Church
in Chicago, with A. B. Simpson as the
main speaker. Mr. Cowman’s heart was
touched when Dr. Simpson spoke of a
young businessman and his family who
had gone to Africa by faith, trusting God
to meet their needs. He could not imag-
ine the sacrifice this couple had made to
reach others with the gospel. At the con-
clusion of the service, Dr. Simpson ap-
pealed for volunteers. Charles whis-
pered to his wife, “That means you and
me; so let us stand and show our colors”
(Cowman).
At this time, Charles sensed his lack

of biblical knowledge. For the next six
years, he trained at Garrett Theological
School and Moody Bible Institute—all
this while working at the telegraph office.
On August 11, 1900, Charles Cow-

man felt the call to Japan. When he
spoke to Lettie, she was overwhelmed
but said that she also felt called. They
then headed to Cincinnati, Ohio, to visit
Martin Wells Knapp and study briefly at
God’s Bible School (gbs. edu).
The Cowmans left for Japan in 1901

following ordination by Rev. Knapp. Af-
ter their arrival, thousands were soon
converted. Bible schools, like the ones
Charles had attended, were then
opened to train Christian workers.
Charles worked feverishly on the Great
Village Campaign in 1913. Workers were
organized to visit every home in Japan
(10,320,000) to hand out a copy of the
Scriptures. This campaign was com-
pleted in 1918, but not before Charles
had to return to America due to suffering
mild heart attacks. This lasted for the
next six years until his death in 1924.
Today, the organization Cowman

founded has workers on six continents
and over 14,000 indigenous cowork-
ers (onemissionsociety.org).
What was Charles Cowman’s great-

est success? Truly, his greatest success
was not wealth and fame but those who
came to Jesus Christ in response to the
faithfulness of this man of God. �

Testimonies of Faith

Charles Cowman’s Greatest Success
BY JAMES O. BAKER



WINTER QUARTER 2014-15 29

The relationship between these two
special mothers-to-be provides us
with a beautiful example of Paul’s lat-
er admonition that older women
should teach the younger ones (cf. Ti-
tus 2:4).

A WOMAN OF FAITH—
Luke 1:57-60
In our last glimpse of Elisabeth be-

fore she disappears from the pages of
Scripture, she was holding her eight-
day-old son as he was about to be cir-
cumcised according to the Law and
formally given his name. Her neigh-
bors and kinfolk were gathered to re-
joice with her on this miraculous oc-
casion. They were expecting the boy
to be named “Zacharias” after his fa-
ther.
Elisabeth spoke up. “Not so,” she

declared. “Not so; but he shall be
called John” (Luke 1:60). Obviously,
Zacharias had shared the story of his
amazing visit from the Angel Gabriel in
writing, since he had been struck
dumb because of his doubt (cf. vss.
20, 22). Elisabeth was determined that
her son would be known by the name
God Himself had given him even be-
fore his conception (vs. 13).
With those words, Elisabeth disap-

pears from the pages of sacred histo-
ry. We know nothing of how she may
have reared John or whether she lived
to see him fulfill his prophetic destiny.
Despite how little we know of her

life, Elisabeth exemplifies for us what
it means to be a woman of God. In
spite of the great disappointment of
seemingly unanswered prayer and
the questions that would be placed
on her character, she remained faith-
ful in her obedience to God’s law (cf.
Luke 1:6). She knew how to provide
comfort and encouragement to a
younger woman, and she did not hes-
itate to speak out boldly for the pur-
pose of upholding God’s expressed
will, even when the crowd argued for
a different direction.
Elisabeth was a remarkable woman,

stalwart in faith and in ministry to oth-
ers. She prefigures the “aged women”
(Titus 2:3) of Paul’s ideal for the church
and serves as an example for all sen-
iors who long to “bring forth fruit in old
age” (Ps. 92:14). �

Elisabeth was certainly sensitive to
these unspoken questions (Luke
1:25), but she did not waver from be-
ing obedient to God’s laws. As did Job
when he was faced with the false the-
ories of his friends, Elisabeth chose to
trust in God (cf. Job 13:15).
Commentators have suggested var-

ious reasons that Elisabeth chose to
shun society during the first part of her
pregnancy (Luke 1:24), but it seems
reasonable to suggest that until her
condition became obvious, she hid to
prove the promise from the angel that
the Lord had taken away her reproach.
No doubt these months also were
spent in prayerful consideration of her
role in mothering God’s prophet.

A COMFORTING WOMAN—
Luke 1:36, 39-44
About six months after the Angel

Gabriel made his stunning announce-
ment to Zacharias, he visited Mary
with the amazing message that she, a
virgin, was to become the mother of
the long-promised Messiah. When
Mary inquired how that could be pos-
sible, he confirmed it with a sign: her
elderly and barren relative, Elisabeth,
was now six-months pregnant.
Mary took the hint. Without delay,

she made the journey to Judea to vis-
it with Elisabeth. What a comfort and
assurance Elisabeth surely was to her
young relative! Her greeting to Mary
recognized her as the “mother of [her]
Lord” (Luke 1:43). Mary was already
pregnant; and Elisabeth’s son, who
would later announce Messiah’s iden-
tity to all Israel, first announced it to his
mother, and Elisabeth believed. She
then voiced a blessing over Mary and
commended her for her faith.
It was not unusual in those times for

a girl to be betrothed at a young age.
It is generally accepted that Mary was
probably in her early teens at the time.
She must have wondered how she
would explain her condition to her
family and neighbors and especially to
Joseph when it became apparent. The
three months she spent with Elisa-
beth, seeing for herself the reality of
the angel’s statement concerning her,
was surely of great comfort and as-
surance to Mary. Elisabeth’s faith was
a confirmation of her own.

IN recording the history of God’s 
dealings with man, the Holy Spirit

has introduced us to a number of in-
teresting women. Some—such as Eve
and Esther and, of course, Mary the
mother of Jesus—played major roles
in this history. Others stepped briefly
on stage and then disappeared from
the sacred history, seemingly forgot-
ten, even though each of them has
something to teach us.
One such woman, Elisabeth, is

closely associated with the Christmas
story. Luke introduced her in the first
chapter of his Gospel; then she disap-
peared from the history. Nevertheless,
this small portrait, which covers one
momentous year in her life, tells us
much about her and provides us with
a thumbnail portrait of what a godly
woman looks like.

A SORROWFUL WOMAN—
Luke 1:5-7, 25
The most momentous era in all of

history was about to unfold, and the
first person to be made aware of it was
a man named Zacharias. He was of the
tribe of Levi and a priest. He had been
married for many years to a woman
from the same tribe.
God accounted both Zacharias and

Elisabeth, his wife, as righteous be-
cause of their faithful obedience to all
His laws and ordinances as recorded
by Moses. Yet in spite of their obedi-
ent lives and their many prayers, the
Lord seemed to have withheld a bless-
ing from them.
Zacharias and Elisabeth had no chil-

dren. Now it was physically impossi-
ble, humanly speaking. They had
doubtless ceased to pray for a child
and resigned themselves to God’s will.
The lack of children was more than

a personal disappointment. The peo-
ple of Israel believed that to be de-
prived of children was a sign of God’s
disapproval. No matter how righteous
she appeared to be outwardly, people
would have wondered and perhaps
gossiped about Elisabeth’s barren-
ness and questioned what secret sin
might be the cause of it. Surely she
could not be what she seemed to be!
They could not imagine what vindica-
tion and great honor the Lord would
bestow on this faithful couple.

Lessons from an Old Lady
BY CHARLOTTE U. SYME
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BRUCE WILLIAMS, my wife’s 
nephew, recently took his daugh-

ter from their home in Texas to contin-
ue her studies at a Bible college. He
stayed overnight in our home before
returning to Texas. It was obvious dur-
ing his visit that he was excited about
having just returned from a missions
trip to Ethiopia, where he had gone as
a missionary with e3 Partners, head-
quartered in Plano, Texas.He trained
nationals to communicate gospel truth
through oral learning techniques, pri-
marily using Bible storying.
I knew Bruce had been an Awana

commander in his local church while
employed in industry. I was intrigued
to learn how God had led this Bible
college graduate into making disciples
by using what he called “chronological
Bible storying” and not skillfully de-
signed argumentation.
He related that he had been excited

about his Awana ministry but that his
heart was restless. Then God led him
to make several short-term mission
trips with Global Missionary Fellow-
ship. As that relationship matured,
Bruce and his wife joined the mission
and raised their support.
Bruce and fellow missionary Steve

Sims went on a trip to the Ukraine to help
train nationals who were seeking to
evangelize Gypsies. He related how
wonderfully refreshing it was to witness
downtrodden and often misunderstood
Gypsies trusting in Christ as Saviour.
However, the nationals were struggling
to help these same Christian Gypsies
grow in grace by sharing their faith with
their fellow Gypsies. It just was not hap-
pening, and they did not know quite why.
Bruce and Steve determined to look

for answers to the disconnect. Why were
the Christian Gypsies not sharing their
faith? The men decided to attend a sem-
inar at Southwest Baptist Theological
Seminary to study various techniques
for teaching biblical truth and training the
Gypsies to be excited about sharing
their newfound faith with their friends.
This was what they were searching to
find. It revolutionized their ministry.
Bruce was so excited when he was at
our house that I too wanted to know

more about this important discovery.
As I contemplated the technique of

evangelistic storying, I realized that
everyone loves a good story. As a child,
I remember begging my mother to read
me a story before I went to sleep. It did
not matter how many times I had heard
it before. I could quote it from memory,
and I loved to tell it myself. I also re-
member that my sister, many years old-
er, would often lose herself in wonderful
stories about faraway, exotic places
and legendary people. She loved to talk
about them and desired to visit their
land someday. Stories are infectious.
Jesus often taught His disciples as

they walked along the pathways. He
instilled biblical truth in their hearts by
couching it in some culturally relevant,
understandable setting—a sower
went forth to sow seed; a fisherman
cast his net; a wedding; a widow. The
Scriptures indicate that Jesus often
communicated His message with par -
ables (cf. Matt. 13:34, Mark 4:34).
It seems that here in the educated

West, we have lost sight of the true val-
ue of “storying,” that is, teaching new
truth by means of relating it in an un-
derstandable setting. We have become
addicted to logical argumentation and
pure reasoning. We want the student to
move logically from one conceded
point to the next by logical reasoning.
That is real learning, is it not?
But I wanted my students to extrap-

olate an answer, not just regurgitate a
shopping list of facts. That was a leap
of faith for most.
However, studies confirm that per-

haps four billion oral communicators do
not learn through reasoning and careful-
ly crafted argumentation; therefore,
highly trained missionaries often have to
reconsider how to effectively evangelize,
plant churches, and disciple in preliter-
ate societies. They frequently find that
they cannot teach their converts using
the same methods they learned from
their highly skilled professors, whom
they dearly love to emulate. Why not?
This reality is highlighted in a study ti-

tled Making Disciples of Oral Learners,
published in 2005 by International Oral-
ity Network. The first chapter is titled, “A

Growing Awareness of a Global Situa-
tion.” In it, this bold statement is made:
“Oral communicators are found in every
cultural group in the world and they con-
stitute approximately two-thirds of the
world’s population! Yet we are not com-
municating the Gospel effectively with
them.” The editor, David Claydon, now
had my attention. I have spent a lifetime
seeking to train missionaries and pas-
tors to make disciples without realizing
that I had not presented them with some
of the best tools necessary to effective-
ly accomplish their God-given respon-
sibility. It is interesting that missionaries
who are translating the Bible into the
languages of preliterate societies have
long used the principle of chronological
Bible storying.
In fact, a newsletter from Dr. Dot

Thomas, a retired missionary transla-
tor with Wycliffe Bible Translators, ex-
citedly related, “The storying project
made very good progress again this
year, and was finished up. All the 18
stories and accompanying songs are
on CDs, and FEBC is broadcasting out
to two of the N.Khmer speaking
provinces every Saturday afternoon.”
As Sunday school teachers, maybe

we should learn from the missionaries
to preliterate societies that our very lit-
erate students may learn biblical truth
better when it is couched in a parabolic
or storied framework. If they are excited
about understanding and owning bibli-
cal truth, they will be more likely to sto-
ry or share it with their friends. Is that
what Jesus meant when He taught and
sent His disciples out two-by-two, as
seen in Mark 6:7 and Luke 10:1?
Perhaps more amazing to me was the

further discovery that not only are the
preliterate locked-in to oral communi-
cation, whether by story, song, or
dance, but there are also multitudes
who like to communicate orally be-
cause they choose to do so, even
though they are literate. These people
are known as secondary oral learners.
Most of us can appreciate this reality
when a lecture or sermon point is illus-
trated with a good story or a readily un-
derstood anecdote. Studies show that
interest in a subject is normally main-

Missions

Making Disciples of All People?
BY EARL PARVIN
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ter sharing his vision with Curtis Hail,
president of e3 Partners, a Web-based
ministry went viral. It is essentially indi-
viduals who are willing to share on the
Internet their testimony of how they
came into a meaningful relationship
with Jesus Christ. “Those who are fea-
tured on the site (called ‘Seconds’) gra-
ciously lend their names and stories to
be shared so that others might be in-
spired to find the same freedom and
sense of purpose they have found in
Jesus. While some of the ‘Seconds’
may be well-known for their jobs or
achievements, others are just local be-
lievers who transparently tell of over-
coming struggles through Jesus”
(iamsecond.com). The site provides in-
sight into dealing with the typical strug-
gles of daily life through Jesus Christ.
The e3 visionaries understand that

seeking to reach all peoples with the
good news that Jesus is the answer in-
cludes those in the 10/40 window of the
world’s yet unreached people groups.
These are predominantly oral societies
with tribal cultures that have been caught
up in the world’s major religions and
worldviews, which are garbled or devoid
of biblical truth. Steve and Bruce say, “It
is these peoples who respond to chrono-
logical Bible storying.” By studying their
music, poetry, drama, dance, cere-
monies, and storytelling, you can build
bridges of understanding by couching
Bible truth in ways they can understand
and that make sense to them.
By listening to their story, one can

gain their acceptance to listen to your
story in preparation to hear God’s sto-
ry and be saved by His grace. �

the twenty-first century returning to the
mandate of Christ’s Great Commission
to make disciples, which includes
“teaching them to observe (obey) all
things” (Matt. 28:19-20). The Apostle
Paul carefully amplified this aspect of
discipling when he instructed Timothy to
commit to other faithful believers what
Paul had taught him, who would then
“teach others also” (II Tim. 2:2). Now e3
has made church multiplication the new
standard for church-planting in the
twenty-first century.
The mission statement of e3 in sum-

mary says, “Our first focus is to equip
God’s people, everywhere, to share
Christ’s love in word and deed . . . done
through providing tools and training for
lay people and mobilizing them for mis-
sions around the world.” Second, “we
are also dedicated to evangelizing the
world by growing disciple-making
leaders.” Third, they seek to establish
“churches that multiply . . . to at least
the third generation [3G]” (e3part-
ners.org). To this end, various tools
have been developed to help individu-
als share their faith. The EvangeCube®
is “one of the most transformative
evangelical tools used throughout the
world” (e3partners.org/about-e3). Any-
one can use this colorful tool to story
the message of salvation in a captivat-
ing manner. It is available by searching
for it by name on the Internet.
Another worldwide outreach min-

istry is known as “I am Second®.” A
businessman in Dallas was challenged
by Jesus’ words recorded in John
12:32 as to how he might be used to
draw the people of Dallas to Christ. Af-

tained only to the extent that a person
can relate known information to the ma-
terial being studied.
Marilyn Laszlo, a missionary to

Papua New Guinea, has enthralled au-
diences with stories of how she learned
to relate twenty-first century reality to
Stone Age people. A hypodermic nee-
dle was like a thorn to them. The con-
cept of God was likened to their father;
therefore, the term “Papa God” was
regularly used to communicate the Cre-
ator God. They could understand be-
cause they too were “papas.” She also
had to learn that to them, Jesus lived in
their throat, not in their heart.
Bruce and Steve were eager to put into

practice this refreshingly exciting tech-
nique. The opportunity soon presented
itself when the field director of Ethiopia,
an East African country that is 61 percent
Christian and 34 percent Muslim, re-
marked, “I have the perfect setting.” The
first training session lasted two weeks,
during which they taught twenty lesson
stories from Creation up to the early
church in the book of Acts. After each les-
son, the students were taught to craft
their own biblical stories, tweak them in
class, and then go out to share what they
had learned and return to share their ex-
citement. It was exhilarating.
Part of the genius of crafting the sto-

ries is understanding the worldview as
expressed in the religion of the listener,
as well as the cultural context and what
meaning is attached to the words the
recipient is hearing. For instance, in
Pakistan, we had to learn that sin meant
getting caught, not necessarily break-
ing some taboo. It was most interesting
that the biblical stories are not offensive
to a Muslim listener. In fact, biblical sto-
ries are included in the Koran and Ha-
dith, although they do believe that the
Bible has been corrupted.
As has happened with numerous

missions, Global Missions Fellowship
changed its name in 2005 to e3 Part-
ners, which accurately reflects their
purpose statement. The ministry is still
worldwide and is a fellowship of mis-
sionaries, but in twenty-first century
social media, e3 fits texting nicely. The
three e’s mean equip, evangelize, and
establish in partnership with God and
His disciples worldwide.
Church-planting is the rubric summa-

rizing the missions movement since it
exploded into worldwide service with
William Carey in the nineteenth century
(or the “Great Century” of Protestant
missionary effort). However, it is refresh-
ing to see the emphasis of missions in

Bruce Williams and Steve Sims in Ethiopia
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LIZ slammed the back door and 
steadied herself on the back of a

kitchen chair. She felt as if her legs
would not hold her up a second longer.
Jack came in after closing the garage
door and stopped quietly to massage
her shoulders.
“It’s going to be all right, hon. God is

in this with us, no matter what happens.”
The first words to spring to Liz’s

mind were words of bitterness. But
she did not want to add to Jack’s bur-
den, so she just reached for his hand
and kept silent.
For weeks, Jack had suffered terrible

headaches. Finally, there were black-
outs, which, though they lasted for only
seconds, were cause for real concern.
When Jack’s doctor got him an im-

mediate appointment with a neurologist,
Liz had become frightened. She did her
best to hide her fear from Jack, who re-
mained as steady and peaceful as ever.
Because she was so frightened, Liz

had wondered whether he was putting
on an act of serenity—as she was. Yet
during her sleepless nights, she heard
his even, deep breathing. She thought,
How can he be so at peace?
Jack was fifty-eight, and he worked

as an architect. The hours he spent at
a drawing board or on the computer
were becoming more and more diffi-
cult because of his headaches.
Liz was the same age and worked

as an administrative assistant to a jun-
ior-college vice president. She worried
about how much longer she would
have her job. Enrollment was down
because tuition was up. There was talk
of cutting various support positions
and possibly one or two vice president
positions as well.
After she had spent weeks watching

Jack suffer and begging him to see a
doctor, he finally relented, and that
had led to the neurologist. After a se-
ries of tests, they had been called to
his office for a consultation.
When he said the words “brain tu-

mor,” Liz’s mind had shut down. She
barely heard anything else he said.
Jack, in his methodical way, wrote

down what they were told. When they
discussed surgery, he asked intelli-
gent questions. Liz could tell the doc-
tor was impressed.
As they prepared to leave after

scheduling Jack’s surgery, the doctor
shook his hand. He said, “I usually of-
fer my patients a mild sedative to take
the edge off what is a traumatic time
for them. But somehow I think you’re
going to handle this just fine. May I ask
what your secret is?”
“Years ago I began putting each day

in God’s hands. A verse I learned as a
child says, ‘Thou wilt keep him in per-
fect peace, whose mind is stayed on
thee: because he trusteth in thee’ (Isa.
26:3). If I only trust God and put my
day in His hands when things are go-
ing well, then that would not be a good
exercise of my faith.
“So this day with its bad news is in

God’s hands, as will be the day I have
surgery. That’s why I have peace.” The
doctor’s eyes glistened as he gripped
Jack’s hand and smiled.
Later, as Liz thought about that ex-

change, she realized that Jack had not
put on a show of confidence for her
sake. It was his absolute trust in God
and God’s future for him that gave him
peace. I wish I were more like Jack,
she thought.
After a lunch she only picked at, Liz

said she would call their son and
daughter and tell them what the doc-
tor had said.
“I’ll do that. They’re going to want to

talk to me anyway,” Jack said.
“That’s true,” Liz replied, clearing

away the dishes. At least that’s a relief,
she thought guiltily. I don’t think I could
talk to them without crying.
A while later, after making the calls,

Jack said, “We have good kids. They’re
both taking time off from work just to be
with me the day of the surgery.”
“Jack! You’d do the same thing for

them! They’d better be here!” Liz said,
attempting to glower through her smile.
“My, my! You’re a mama bear even

for your husband,” Jack teased.
“Well, somebody has to worry about

you. You don’t worry about yourself.”
“It’s not that I don’t care or am not

concerned. But if I put things in God’s
hands, how can I then turn around and
worry them to death? That’s just
wrong, don’t you think?”
“I agree; it’s just that some of us

have a harder time leaving things in
God’s hands than you do.”
“You’ll be fine when the chips are

down,” Jack said.
“What do you mean by that?” Liz

asked suspiciously. Then she laughed.
“Shall I add a little paranoia to the mix?”
“Honey, all I mean is that I think your

faith is stronger than you realize.
You’ve always been a spiritual rock for
our family. You’ve just been thrown for
a loop with this news.”
Giving Jack a hug and a kiss on the

cheek, Liz said, “Thanks for the vote of
confidence. I freely admit I’m feeling
pretty shaky right now.”
“And I freely admit I would love for

us not to be going through this,” Jack
said, kissing her cheek.
As the days leading up to Jack’s sur-

gery passed all too quickly, Liz prayed
earnestly for healing for him and for
the strength to trust as she knew she
needed to.
She was so thankful that their son,

Brett, and his family lived only about fif-
teen miles from them. Their daughter,
Sandy, and her family lived only blocks
away. They had all been close, and now
the two families surrounded Jack and
Liz with support and comfort.
Jack and Liz were delighted and sur-

prised at the outpouring of love and
support from their church family as well.
On the day of surgery, the grandkids

went to school, but the adults and
Pastor Scott gathered around Jack’s
bed for prayer.
After Jack had been wheeled away,

Liz asked Pastor Scott, “Do you believe
God can heal him? In your prayer, it
sounded more like you were just leaving
it up to God. I want my husband well!”
“Of course you do—as well you

should,” he replied. “And I have no
doubt at all that God can heal him,

Adults

When Should We Trust?
BY NOEL HARSHMAN
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self to look up and said, “God has
done a magnificent job of taking care
of us so far, and He will continue! I’ve
enjoyed working for you immensely,
and I wish you the very best.”
The boss sat there, flabbergasted,

as Liz gathered her things, hugged her
coworkers, and left.
At home, she fixed Jack’s favorite

meal. “What’s the occasion?” he asked.
“I got laid off; so now I can help you

full-time,” she said. “God will take care
of us.”
The weeks flew by. Jack was sick

following each of his treatments, but
he bore it uncomplainingly.
Liz was always by his side, but she

also spent time using her skills as a
crafter to design and make lovely gift
items. As her unemployment came to
a close, she created a Web page and
soon was flooded with orders. Her
business was underway.
After the first round of chemothera-

py had ended, Jack and Liz sat in the
oncologist’s office waiting to hear the
results.
“Jack,” the doctor began, “I’m hap-

py to tell you that the first round has
resulted in a shrinkage of the tumor.
We can reasonably extend your prog-
nosis to two to five years!”
Tearfully, Jack and Liz hugged.

“First we thank God; then we call the
kids,” Jack said.
Liz said, “What a journey of trust this

has been. And it’s not over yet!” �

ally good at making our requests—and
even our demands—loudly known, but
our thanks get lost in the shuffle.
“I do want to live. I want to see my

grandkids get married, my wife get
old, and my kids keep growing as
Christians. I’ll make every effort to get
well. But the bottom line is, God has
given me this life. My responsibility is
to live it for Him and to thank Him for
it every moment of every day by my
words and actions.
“I don’t want any of us to lose sight

of what God has put us here to do.
This is just a part of the journey.”
After a moment of silence and the

drying of several pairs of eyes, Pastor
Scott lightened the moment by asking,
“May I quote you in a sermon?”
“Sure. Be sure to footnote it!” Jack

teased as everyone laughed.
The weeks ahead were filled with

doctor’s appointments, chemothera-
py, and seeking God through His Word
and prayer.
Liz used up all of her sick time to be

with Jack for appointments and treat-
ment. Her kids took her place as often
as they could.
Then one day Liz’s boss called her

in to deliver the news—she was being
laid off because of budget cuts. She
could draw unemployment for a while
and continue their health insurance by
paying, but the price was steep.
Her boss felt horrible and could

barely meet Liz’s eyes. Liz forced her-

whether miraculously or through sur-
gery and treatment.
“I did pray for healing, but I also

know your husband. He is committed
to being in the center of God’s will and
trusting Him completely in all things,
including the outcome of his surgery.
His primary concern is that whatever
happens, it brings glory to God.”
With tears running down her cheeks,

Liz said, “I know you’re right, but I’m go-
ing to assume that God’s will is for heal-
ing, and I intend to be proactive in that.”
“I support you completely,” Pastor

Scott said. “You’re doing what God
wants you to do, Liz.”
“And we are right here with you,

Mom,” Sandy said as she and Brett
stood on either side of her, each with
an arm around her.
Hours later, a weary-looking doctor

ushered them into a small conference
room.
“Jack is in recovery, where he’ll be for

a few hours. Then he’ll be moved to the
ICU for twenty-four hours. The good
news is that Jack has taken good care
of himself, and he has great physical re-
sources for fighting this illness.
“The bad news is that we were un-

able to get all of the tumor. I believe the
pathology report will confirm that Jack
has a particularly aggressive form of
cancer. We’ll treat it aggressively.”
“Is he going to make it? What are the

chances of recovery from this?” Brett
asked, his voice edged with panic.
The doctor sighed. “Most folks live

six months to a year. I’m hoping for
better for Jack, but I just don’t know.”
The only sound was quiet crying as

Sandy, Brett, and Liz tried to absorb
the news.
That evening when Jack was awake

and had been told, he quietly held Liz’s
hand as she, Pastor Scott, Sandy, and
Brett sat visiting with him.
“I remember when you two were

teens, you got really annoyed when I
quoted Scripture to you. Are you go-
ing to get annoyed if I do it now?” he
asked his kids, grinning.
“No, Dad. I think we got past that a

while ago,” Brett assured him.
“Then listen to this,” Jack said. He

quoted, “‘Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understand-
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus’” (Phil. 4:6-7).
Jack paused a moment, then re-

sumed: “Sometimes we seem to be re-
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Q. I really struggle with change. Even
though I am thirty-something and
single, our culture of change makes
me angry and brings on feelings of
depression. I  guess the recent
changes in my church cause me the
greatest difficulty. Can you help me
approach change with biblical wis-
dom?
A. God’s promise of heaven certainly
means peace and safety free from all
sin. We cannot imagine all that heaven
will be, but believers anticipate it be-
cause we trust the One who is pre par-
ing it for us. Our hope includes eter nal
prosperity, purpose, and praise in the
presence of God.
One thing we know for sure—it will

be different from what we experience
now. The Apostle Paul spoke of heav-
en, saying that God shall “change our
vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body, according to
the working whereby he is able even to
subdue all things unto himself” (Phil.
3:21).
Heaven will be good because we

trust God and know He will not violate
His righteous and loving standard.
So what does this tell us about

change on earth? Change may be
good if we trust those who facilitate it.
Change may be good if it does not vi-
olate biblical truth.
Earth has a sin problem. Does this

affect the church? It certainly does! We
must learn to trust our spiritual lead-
ers, but some leaders are not trust-
worthy.
If pastors and elders lead us in the

way of the Word of God, we should
gladly follow. If they lead contrary to
the clear teaching of the Bible, we
should stand for the truth.
Spiritual leaders earn our trust by

doing what Paul did for the church in
Ephesus. He said, “I kept back noth-
ing that was profitable unto you” (Acts
20:20). He went on to declare, “I have
not shunned to declare unto you all the
counsel of God” (vs. 27).
When Paul wrote to the churches in

Galatia, he realized that they had to
move through radical change to ac-
cept the New Testament revelation of
the gospel of grace.
In Jerusalem and Antioch, Chris-

tians settled their differences by lis-
tening to God and to each other. Paul
confronted Peter about this inconsis-
tency. Peter responded appropriately.
Together they stood for the truth with-
out compromise. They gave each oth-
er the right hand of fellowship and
worked together to build up the
church (Gal. 2:1-14).
Changing things for the sake of

change wastes time and energy. Be-
ware of those who bring radical
change to any organization. A large re-
tailer recently facil itated radical
change, and sales dropped lower than
they had ever been before. One ana-
lyst said they broke the number one
rule of retailing: give the customer
what he wants.
Christians must faithfully preach the

Word of God to those who do not al-
ways want to hear it. We can do this
with “grace, seasoned with salt” (Col.
4:6), or we can plop it before them and
say, “Take it or leave it.”
In the church, beneficial change

happens when we want to reach peo-
ple for Christ (I Cor. 9:19-22). It will
happen when we walk with God. It
comes from loving God more and gen-
uinely caring for one another. We learn
to distinguish between course modifi-
cation for the purpose of glorifying
God and just plain old weariness with
life. Every homemaker knows she
needs to deep-clean the house regu-
larly. At times, tired pieces of furniture
need replacing; but the core principles
do not change. Growth necessitates
change. �

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel-
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Book Reviews
Showers, Renald E. The Coming Apocalypse.

Bellmawr, New Jersey: The Friends of Is-
rael, Inc., 2012.

The subtitle of this book is A Study of
Replacement Theology. This is ex-
plained in the beginning of the book:
“According to this view, God will save in-
dividual Jewish people, but He has no
present or future program for them. He
has rejected Israel as His people and re-
placed Israel with the church. The tech-
nical name for this view is Superses-
sionism. But it is more commonly known
as Replacement Theology.” The author
rejects this view.
Each of the five chapters in this

most helpful book highlight Israel in
contrast or in relation to replacement
theology, God, the Abrahamic
Covenant, Jerusalem, Islam, and the
antichrist. The general and Scripture
indices are very helpful.
The work is concise and easy to read.

Here is an excellent refutation of re-
placement theology. It also sets forth the
biblical basis for God’s love for Israel, His
promises to the nation, and their future
fulfillment. I highly recommend this book
to everyone who is interested in God’s
plan for both the church and Israel.

Woods, Andy. Darwin, Evolution, and the
American Constitution and Couch, Mal.
Denying Christ’s Second Coming. Arling-
ton, Texas: Logan Graphics, 2011.

This is one book containing two
subjects. Here is a work that explains
that evolution is far more than a theo-
ry of how we and the world came into
existence. It truly is merely a theory,
but it is set forth as fact and purports
to give the answer to origins. Dr. Andy
Woods has a juris doctorate (JD) from
Whittier Law School and a Ph.D. from
Dallas Theological Seminary. Woods
sets forth an extensive and thorough
scholarly exposé of the impact of Dar-
winian evolution on modern judicial
philosophy. It has certainly not been
an impact for the good but one that is
both dangerous and destructive.
Dr. Mal Couch is also highly quali-

fied to set forth how the return of
Christ to earth will put an end to all
godless philosophy. The establish-
ment of Christ’s kingdom after the di-
vine judgments to come will replace all
that unregenerate men and nations are
seeking to do. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

Struggle with Change
BY DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.
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about transcending the present mo-
ment: 

While happiness is an emotion felt in
the here and now, it ultimately fades
away, just as all emotions do; positive
affect and feelings of pleasure are
fleeting. The amount of time people
report feeling good or bad correlates
with happiness but not at all with
meaning. Meaning, on the other
hand, is enduring. It connects the
past to the present to the future.
Research also confirms that people

who have clearly defined purpose in
life rate their satisfaction with life
higher than anything else.

The pursuit of meaning is what makes
human beings uniquely human. By put-
ting aside our selfish interests to serve
others and to serve the Lord, by devot-
ing our lives to “giving” rather than “tak-
ing,” we are not just expressing our fun-
damental humanity; we are also
acknowledging that there is more to life
than the pursuit of simple happiness.
The findings listed in Smith’s article

confirm what Scripture teaches: God
created us as relational beings, to love
Him and to love others. In that life of oth-
er-centeredness we find meaning and
fulfillment. But sin destroys that, for sin
at its core is selfish, self-centered, and
self-indulgent. Life is about me—about
my needs, my desires—and I will do
anything and use anyone to satisfy my-
self! Indeed, 5,500 years of recorded
history show us that the selfish pursuit
of happiness is self-destructive, leads
to dysfunction in relationships, and ulti-
mately destroys culture. But Jesus
Christ, through His death, burial, and
resurrection, paid the price for our sin
and made it possible to live a life of eter-
nal meaning and significance. His sac-
rifice is the solution to the senseless
quest for happiness alone.
Further, He gives us His Spirit to en-

able us, guide us, teach us, and em-
power us to live the life of meaning to
which we are called. Teens need to
find that a life of meaning and purpose
comes only with faith in Jesus Christ,
for Jesus is the only answer to the cry
of loneliness that echoes through our
culture. �

According to the Centers for Disease
Control, about 4 out of 10 Americans
have not discovered a satisfying life
purpose. Forty percent either do not
think their lives have a clear purpose
or are neutral about whether their
lives have purpose. Nearly a quarter
of Americans feel neutral or do not
have a strong sense of what makes
their lives meaningful. Research has
shown that having purpose and
meaning in life increases overall well-
being and life satisfaction, improves
mental and physical health, enhances
resiliency, enhances self-esteem, and
decreases the chances of depression
(www.theatlantic.com).

What is the core of meaning and pur-
pose? Only Jesus! What Smith was un-
knowingly pointing out is that her re-
search demonstrates fundamentally
that the central need of the human con-
dition is spiritual. Without Jesus Christ,
the meaningful life is impossible, for Je-
sus said, “I am come that they might
have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly” (John 10:10).
When asked whether they thought

their lives were meaningful or happy,
nearly four hundred Americans aged
eighteen to seventy-eight responded
(as summarized by Smith) that “lead-
ing a happy life . . . is associated with
being a ‘taker’ while leading a mean-
ingful life corresponds with being a
‘giver.’” Happiness is feeling good
about oneself; the pursuit of happi-
ness is associated with selfish behav-
ior—being a “taker” rather than a “giv-
er.” Meaning in life is associated with
the giving of ourselves to others. As
the Scriptures declare, as we lose our
life” in Jesus Christ, we actually “find
it” (Matt. 10:39).
Additionally, Smith pointed out that

research has shown that the pursuit of
life’s meaning is unique to humans,
while pursuing happiness is not. A
meaningful life is associated with doing
activities such as buying presents for
others and taking care of children. Hav-
ing children requires self-sacrifice,
which is a key element of meaning in life.
What perhaps is most important,

Smith found that meaning is not only
about transcending the self but also

LONELINESS is a tragic reality in our 
culture today. Indeed, many

teens, despite the presence of friends
and loved ones in their lives, struggle
intensely with loneliness. At an award
ceremony, an actress received a life-
time achievement award. Her accept-
ance speech was random, disorgan-
ized, and at t imes evidenced
confusion. But it was the end of her
speech that was rather haunting. She
exclaimed, [I] was here, I still am, and
I want to be seen, to be understood
deeply, and to be not so lonely.”
Michelle Van Loon of Christianity To-

day (www. Christianitytoday.com, Janu-
ary 17, 2013) wrote, “That frank and frag-
ile confession is the most daring thing
I’ve heard a public figure say in a long,
long time. Bottom line, isn’t what [she]
wants exactly what each one of us
wants? To be known, to be cherished . . .
and not to be so very lonely? . . . an ac-
tress who has spent 47 years behind a
performer’s façade, fumbling a bit as she
tugged at the strings of her mask during
her [awards] speech. But the mask came
off in the final moments of her speech as
she moved beyond confessing her
choices to voicing her loneliness.”
I doubt very much that the actress

was even thinking this way, but she was
crying out for God that evening. She
was crying out desperately for the One
who created her, redeemed her, loves
her, cherishes her, and made a profound
promise: “I will never leave thee, nor for-
sake thee” (Heb. 13:5). All this is avail-
able to her if she puts her faith in Jesus.
The actress’s speech reminded me

of an article recently published in The
Atlantic (January 2013) by Emily Esfa-
hani Smith titled, “There’s More to Life
Than Being Happy.” With social sci-
ence data, Smith demonstrated what
the Bible has been declaring for mil-
lennia: Only in a relationship with God,
where selfishness and self-centered-
ness are replaced with an other-cen-
tered life of love for God and love for
others, do we find meaning in life.
In one part of her article, Smith

pointed out,

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Teens, Loneliness, and the Pursuit of Happiness
BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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RYAN stepped inside Mr. Davis’s 
auto shop and quickly closed the

door behind him to keep out the bitter
cold. He glimpsed the familiar framed
Bible verse on the wall. It read “Fear
not: . . . I have called thee by thy name;
thou art mine” (Isa. 43:1). The back-
ground showed a lamb following a
shepherd along a narrow path. Wolves
lurked in the brush. 
Ryan often wondered about the

meaning of the verse and picture. And
why were that verse and others placed
around the shop walls? Mr. Davis had
once explained to a customer that the
Scriptures were there to help keep his
focus on the promises of God.
Ryan, a freshman in high school,

visited the auto shop most afternoons.
He arrived home an hour ahead of his
parents and his brother, Kyle. Ryan
was a school bus rider. Kyle, a senior,
was allowed to drive to school so that
he could participate in after-school ac-
tivities. Today, Kyle had stayed after
for drama practice.
Ryan enjoyed visiting Mr. Davis’s auto

shop. All the tools and gadgets had a
magnetic effect on him. He appreciated

it when Mr. Davis allowed him to try his
hand at some of the easier work. In less
than a year, he too would have his dri-
ver’s license and his own car. He want-
ed to be his own mechanic.
“Hi, Ryan!” Mr. Davis called from un-

der the raised hood of a truck. “How
was school today?”
“Hi, Mr. Davis!” Ryan looked under

the hood where his friend was work-
ing. “We had a good lunch and a sub-
stitute teacher in math who didn’t
know our names.”
Both laughed. Mr. Davis never failed

to ask whether he enjoyed school.
However, it seemed strange to Ryan
that he never asked how his grades
were or what he was learning.
“I signed up for the mechanics class

that begins next semester,” Ryan said.
At that, Mr. Davis paused and

looked up with a pleased smile. “I’m
not surprised,” he said.
“You taught me the names of the parts

of a car and the tools for fixing them. I’ve
even learned some basic maintenance,
thanks to you,” said Ryan.
“You could be a lone teen mechan-

ic, Ryan,” Mr. Davis teased. “No other

teenager comes to my shop wanting
to learn about auto repairs.”
“I am a lone teen mechanic!” Ryan

declared. “I tell my friends they should
learn the mechanics of their cars; but
they’re only interested in driving a car,
not in how to maintain one.”
“Soon they’l l  be needing your

skills,” Mr. Davis said.
Ryan smiled. “My brother, Kyle, has

already needed my mechanical skills. I
remembered what you taught me about
changing a tire.” He looked at the wall
clock. “I almost forgot. Kyle and I are go-
ing shopping for ski outfits when he gets
home. His Sunday school class is going
skiing Saturday, and he asked me to tag
along. He probably wants me to go in
case he has a flat tire.”
Mr. Davis chuckled. “God is pleased

when we get along with our siblings. My
brother and I played and worked to-
gether growing up. We were best friends
until his death. I miss him very much.”
Ryan thought about the things he

and Kyle did together—shoveling
snow, feeding their horses and goats,
and even holding the newborn kids
and making warm beds of hay for

Teenagers

Like a Helpless Lamb
BY RUTH MCDANIEL
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“Don’t worry, Ryan,” said Mr. Davis.
“Remember that you’re not alone.
God is with you all, and I’ll be praying.”
Dad sped the short distance to the

accident scene. No one spoke a word.
Ryan thought about Mr. Davis’s prom-
ise to pray for them. He tried to pray
himself, but all he could think in his
heart was Help, Lord Jesus! Help!
They soon saw a group of flashing

blue lights from police cars, a fire
truck, and an ambulance. Ryan spot-
ted Kyle’s shiny blue truck upside
down alongside the creek bed. The
view of his brother was blocked as
paramedics bent over a gurney. Ryan
caught his breath and muffled a cry.
Dad stopped the car, and they jumped

out as an officer approached them.
“That’s my brother!” Ryan said, try-

ing to break past the officer.
“They’re bringing up your brother

now,” the officer said kindly. “Follow
me.” He spoke reassuringly as he ush-
ered them past the officials and on-
lookers to where the ambulance was
parked.
Ryan trembled under his coat. He

was unsure whether he was cold or
afraid of what he would see. He
watched as the paramedics carried his
brother uphil l  toward him. They
stopped in front of Ryan and his par-
ents. Ryan’s heart thumped loudly as
he looked down at Kyle’s bandaged
head. Only his eyes and mouth were
left uncovered.
At the sound of Dad’s voice, Kyle

opened his eyes and smiled faintly.
“Dad, Mom, Ryan,” he whispered,
“don’t worry.” His eyes closed again.
Dad and Mom assured Kyle that his

family would be with him.
“I won’t leave you,” Ryan added as

the gurney was lifted into the ambu-
lance. “I’ll see you at the hospital!” he
called. “I love you, brother!”
The ambulance pulled onto the high-

way, and the scream of the siren re-
sumed. Ryan felt Dad’s arm around his
shoulder, steering him toward the car.
As they drove away, Ryan took a last

glimpse out the window at Kyle’s car
alongside the creek bed. He leaned his
head back against the seat, exhaling a
deep breath of relief. Closing his eyes,
he thought about the Bible verse on
Mr. Davis’s shop wall and the picture
of the lamb following the shepherd.
Ryan knew God would hear his
prayers. He did not have to fear the un-
known or doubt that God was with
them. Like the helpless lamb in the
picture, he would simply trust. �

sus. But how can I know that He hears
my prayers and will be there for me
when I need Him?”
Mr. Davis wiped up a smudge of

grease. “That’s what I once wanted to
know, Ryan. Tell me, how do you know
you can count on your close friend at
school?”
Ryan thought about it. “I just know

how he is.”
Both chuckled at Ryan’s discovery.
“I asked the Lord to help me make

time for Him, and He did,” Mr. Davis
said. “I’ll help you pray that He’ll do the
same for you. Remember—Jesus is
never absent from you. The Bible says,
‘God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble’ (Ps. 46:1). You
don’t have to fear, simply trust.”
“I’ll remember,” Ryan said, glad for

Mr. Davis’s welcome advice.
A while later, Ryan looked at the big

clock on the wall.
“My dad should be home by now. And

Kyle should be coming by to pick me up.
I’m going to wash up. Kyle doesn’t like
grease on his truck door handle!”
As Ryan finished scrubbing his

hands, the scream of a siren jolted
them to attention.
“The siren is coming from the Brad-

ford farm,” Mr. Davis said. “Let’s go
outside.”
Mr. Davis and Ryan were pulling on

their coats when the siren stopped.
Then the shop door swung open, and
Ryan’s father rushed inside. Ryan
could tell by the look on his face that
something was wrong. He greeted Mr.
Davis, then turned to face Ryan.
“Ryan, your brother’s had an acci-

dent, down the road near the Bradford
farm. Mom and I are on our way there.”
Ryan gasped, and his heart gave a

loud thump. “Is he hurt? How bad is it?
Is he—Is he—?”
“Mr. Bradford said he’s conscious,

Ryan. Mr. Bradford was unloading hay
in the pasture and recognized Kyle’s
truck coming down the hill. As he ap-
proached the creek and the woods, a
deer leaped across the road in front of
him. Kyle swerved onto the shoulder
of the road, and his truck rolled twice.
Mr. Bradford ran to Kyle. When he
called Kyle’s name, he opened his
eyes. Thank goodness Mr. Bradford
was there to call an ambulance and let
us know.” Dad paused. “Ryan, we
don’t know Kyle’s condition. Perhaps
you should stay with Mr. Davis.”
“No, Dad!” Ryan exclaimed. “I have

to go!” He ran to the door, then looked
back at Mr. Davis.

them. He did not like to think about
Kyle going away to college next year.
“Sometimes I get mad at Kyle,”

Ryan said. “For example, he some-
times leaves all the chores for me to
do. Dad says I shouldn’t get mad, be-
cause one day I’ll be as busy as Kyle.”
“Your father’s right,” said Mr. Davis.

“I too was the younger brother. It
seemed I was always treated unfairly.
Once I told my brother I hated him.”
“Did you get in trouble with your par-

ents?” asked Ryan.
Mr. Davis picked up a different tool.

“No, only with myself and the Lord. I
knew I should have apologized, but I
was stubborn. I began studying my
Bible on my own every day, and I
asked Jesus to help me be more like
Him. Then one day I discovered I no
longer wanted to do things my way. I
wanted to do them God’s way.”
Ryan l istened attentively. He

thought about Kyle’s and his relation-
ship. They had been treating each oth-
er with more care and respect lately,
since the two of them had been at-
tending a group Bible study at church.
“I suppose I want to do things my

way most of the time,” Ryan said. “I
guess that’s my problem too.”
“If we don’t do things God’s way,

then it’s Satan’s way. And Satan wins!”
Ryan winced at the thought. “I study

my Sunday school lesson each Satur-
day night, but I have lots of homework
and chores all week. Our family has
daily devotions together at night, and
we pray before meals. Someday I
hope to have time for personal Bible
study and prayer,” Ryan said.
Mr. Davis stopped and looked at

him. “What if someday never comes?”
Ryan stared, wordless.
“Jesus wants to be our Friend,” Mr.

Davis explained. “By spending time
alone with Him in prayer and Bible
study, we become close and person-
al. We get to know Him more, the way
close friends do. Close friends spend
time together.”
“That makes sense,” Ryan said. “I

have a close friend at school. He’s the
only one I can share my feelings with.”
“That’s why Jesus wants to be your

friend. He speaks to us through His
Word and as we pray. The Bible says,
‘Be still, and know that I am God’ (Ps.
46:10). When we are too busy to be
still and learn more about Jesus, Sa-
tan wins!”
The wrench slipped from Ryan’s

hand. “I haven’t thought about that. I
really do want to know more about Je-
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IWANT that new smart phone!”
“I need that pair of shoes!”
Have you ever said something like

that or at least felt like saying it? You
are not alone! Most people, at one
time or another, have wanted some
item that is way over their budget. The
sun will not stop shining if we do not
have the most up-to-date electronic
gadget or stylish pair of shoes. So why
are we not content with what we have?

SIGNS OF DISCONTENTMENT
Discontentment is as old as human

beings. The first woman, Eve, lived in
a perfect world. She and Adam were
created directly by God to take care of
the beautiful, lush Garden of Eden.
God performed their marriage person-
ally and gave them everything they
needed to live—and so much more.
There were no weeds or biting bugs;
all the animals got along well with one
another. It was truly Paradise.
The first couple had the run of Eden

and could eat from any tree in it, except
for the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil. God told them they could not
eat from this one tree, or they would die.
When Satan in the form of a serpent

came to visit, he appealed to Eve’s
discontentment. Satan contradicted
what God had said and implied that
God was holding back something
great from Eve just to be mean.
When we are told we cannot have

something, that is exactly the thing we
want. We see this behavior in small chil-
dren, but it also exists in teens and adults.
What we want seems more important
than common sense tells us is true.
Eve had the perfect husband; but no

family today is perfect, because we
are all sinners. Perhaps your friend’s
family seems perfect to you. You may
wish for a different father or mother or
want to eliminate one of your brothers
or sisters. However, God gave you the
family He wanted for you.
Perhaps you are discontented with

yourself. You may wish you were more
popular at school or had an outstanding
talent in sports or music. King Solomon
was considered the wisest man who

ever lived. He was wealthy beyond our
imagination and had everything he
could ever want. Yet Solomon wrote, “I
have seen all the works that are done
under the sun; and, behold, all is vanity
and vexation of spirit” (Eccles. 1:14).
Many people are unhappy with their

looks. They think they are too tall or
too short, too fat or too skinny. They
do not like the color of their hair or the
fact that it is wavy or curly. Some teens
even opt to have plastic surgery on
their nose or some other feature! 
Having the “right” possessions is

another area of discontent. We want to
have only the in clothes or the newest
electronics, even though what we al-
ready have is fine. Solomon wrote, “He
that loveth silver shall not be satisfied
with silver; nor he that loveth abun-
dance with increase: this is also vani-
ty” (Eccles. 5:10).
Circumstances can cause great dis-

content too. We may wish we had bet-
ter health. Maybe we find fault with our
church’s pastor or youth group leader.
Maybe we feel we would be much hap-
pier if only we lived in a different house.
It is possible we may have to share a
bedroom with a younger sibling be-
cause of the house’s limited space. We
wish we could have our own room.
Maybe we want to live in a different

area. Those in the city may wish for a
more quiet life in the country; those who
live in rural areas may pine for the faster
city life. And what about those places
where it is warmer in the winter? How
about a home right by the ocean?

HOLY DISCONTENTMENT
Is it always wrong to be discontent?

No, there is one big area in which we
should never be content. The Apostle
Paul said it this way: “I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high call-
ing of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).
Paul was not content to sit back and
coast in his Christian walk.
Paul started as a fire-breathing

zealot for God, ready to stop the fol-
lowers of Jesus in their tracks. He was
sure that God was displeased with Je-
sus’ followers because he was con-

vinced that Jesus was a blasphemer
who claimed to be God.
Instead of Paul stopping the Christians

of the early church, God stopped Paul in
his tracks on the road to Damascus. He
made it clear that Jesus was indeed who
He claimed to be. This turned Paul com-
pletely around. He became zealous for
Jesus to the Jews and the Gentiles.
Instead of coasting through life,

Paul chose to give his all for the cause
of Christ. That is a holy discontent.

HOW TO BE CONTENT
Look to the Word. When we read

and study God’s Word, we find how
God has blessed us through His Son,
Jesus, and the amazing salvation He
offers. Use the Bible concordance to
look up verses about all the benefits
we have as believers in Christ. Psalms
66 and 112 have great lists.
Take note in the Bible how God

blessed many different people, such as
Joseph, Daniel, Elijah, and David. Learn
about Christians since Bible times who
have walked closely with God and done
great things for God’s kingdom.
Be intentionally content.We need to

acknowledge what blessings we have
rather than look at what we do not
have. Look and see what God has giv-
en you. Count your blessings, and
thank God for them. At first, we may
believe we do not have many, but God
has given us exactly what we need for
this time in our lives. Rather than look
around at what others have, we should
be looking at the Giver of all things and
thanking Him for what we do have.
Learn to be content. The Apostle

Paul had to learn to be content. We
know that he grew up in a wealthy fam-
ily as a Roman citizen. He studied with
the best teachers of his time.
After he became a follower of Christ,

though, he lived a vagabond life in
which he was beaten, stoned almost to
death, shipwrecked, ridiculed, and im-
prisoned. He earned his living as a tent-
maker, but he found his true calling as
God’s preacher. An observer might
think Paul lived a precarious life in
which he was never safe; but Paul rest-

For Teens Only

Keys to Contentment
BY JUDY CARLSEN
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ing our attitudes: “Be ye kind one to an-
other, tenderhearted, forgiving one an-
other” (Eph. 4:32). Regarding our
words, he wrote, “Let no corrupt com-
munication proceed out of your mouth,
but that which is good to the use of ed-
ifying [for building up], that it may min-
ister grace unto the hearers” (vs. 29).

Q. My friend is being bullied in school,
and I am very concerned. What can I
do to help her?
A. This question makes me both sad
and happy. I am sad that bullies are
bothering your friend. I am delighted
that you care.
First, have you talked to your friend, or

are you simply observing this? If you
have not addressed the issue directly,
that is the place to begin—right after you
have a talk with your Heavenly Father
about the matter. In your prayer, ask for
wisdom, and give thanks ahead of time
for how your Father in heaven will help
you. Then speak to your friend.
Second, find out what your friend has

already done about the bully. Encourage
her to follow this verse: “Bless them
which persecute you: bless, and curse
not” (Rom. 12:14). Ask her to read verse
21 of that same chapter: “Be not over-
come of evil, but overcome evil with
good.” When her heart is right, she will
have the strength of the Holy Spirit to re-
sist depression and fear, and she will be
given wisdom to know what to do.
Finally, as her friend, ask her what

she would like you to do to help her.
Maybe all she needs is someone to
bear the burden with her. Some bullies
are harmless if they find out that you are
not intimidated by them. If she needs
help talking to school authorities, her
parents, or her youth pastor about
these concerns, offer to help. Be sure
to offer to read the Bible with her. To-
gether you can do a Bible study re-
garding kindness, forgiveness, and the
manner with which our Lord responded
when He was bullied. “When he was re-
viled, [He] reviled not again [in return];
when he suffered, he threatened not;
but committed himself to him that jud-
geth righteously” (I Pet. 2:23).

Q. Why do my parents yell so much?
They yell at each other, and they yell at
me. I hate it.
A. There are many reasons that parents
raise their voices and yell much more of-
ten than is helpful. If your parents do not
know Jesus Christ as their personal Sav-
iour, they are not at peace with God. Pray
that they will come to faith in the work of
Jesus Christ on the cross for their sins
so that they can have peace with God
and the peace of God with others.
But if you are quite sure that they do

know Jesus Christ as Saviour, there
may be any number of things that are
happening in their lives that result in
this yelling.
Think with me about some of these

reasons. Many Christians do not nour-
ish their spiritual lives in an adequate
manner. Do your folks have daily Bible
reading and prayer alone with God? Do
they read the Bible and pray together at
least a few times each week? Do they
read the Bible and pray with you (Are
you an only child?) and any other young
people in your home? Do they have a
regular part at a church fellowship? Are
they in a small Bible study group? No
one who is healthy goes from week to
week eating just one meal, and yet
many seem to expect their church to
“feed” them once a week. Can parents
really be at peace with God and there-
fore at peace with their children when
they are spiritually starving? 
There are many other concerns that

parents experience that may make it
more difficult for them to control their
tongues. Without being too critical of
them, you should apply this to yourself as
well. Do you hear them frequently saying,
“I was wrong. Will you forgive me?”
The concern involves spiritual hy-

giene. All of us know we must wash
our hands regularly, but we do not
seem to know to cleanse our spirits
regularly.
If your parents are spiritually “dirty”

because they have not regularly con-
fessed their faults (sins) and asked both
God and people to forgive them, they
will be weakened, and they need a
good dose of humility. Paul has given all
of us really powerful guidance regard-

ed content, knowing that God would
take care of him in whatever circum-
stance he found himself (Phil. 4:11).
Paul realized that every day he had on
earth was in God’s hands. He learned,
“I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (vs. 13).
As a teen, you had little or no choice

in where you are living. You certainly did
not choose your parents or family, but
the place in which you are today is ex-
actly where God has placed you for now.
Aquila and Priscilla were forced to leave
Rome, and they lived in faraway places
as tentmakers. Because of their voca-
tion, they had a common bond with the
Apostle Paul (cf. Acts 18:1-3). Their love
for the Lord was an even greater bond.
God used their skills to give them great

ministry opportunities both with Paul and
without him. Acts 18:26 re cords the won-
derful work they did in helping Apollos
learn the whole truth of Jesus. Apollos
went on to become a highly effective
evangelist for the cause of Christ.
Live a contented life. We need to

make do with what we have. Enjoy
simple foods and clothing. Use and
reuse; be creative in recycling what
you already have.
Bloom where you are planted. We

need to learn to enjoy what we have
around us. Take photos of local flowers
and trees. Go to points of interest near-
by.
We should use the talents God has

given us not only for our own enjoy-
ment but even more for His glory.
Cut the clutter. Do we really need so

many pairs of shoes? Are we hoarding
a lot of junk in our rooms that could be
given to someone in need?
Are our lives too hectic? Maybe we

need to learn to say no and keep our
lives more simple. Do we really need to
be in every school activity? Do we tru-
ly enjoy the activity, or do we want to
curry favor from someone?
Paul wrote to the young Timothy,

“Godliness with contentment is great
gain. For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry noth-
ing out. And having food and raiment let
us be therewith content” (I Tim. 6:6-8).
Through the writer of Hebrews God

said, “Let your conversation [manner
of life] be without covetousness; and
be content with such things as ye
have: for he hath said, I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee” (13:5).
We can trust God to do as He prom-

 ised. He will take care of our needs.
We can be content in Him. �

Teen Scene

Yelling and Bullying
BY JED N. SNYDER
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SEVEN-YEAR-OLD Gary stared out 
the window, eager to catch a

glimpse of the church. When his aunt
pulled into the driveway, he stared at
the large, well-kept, old building. The
bell was ringing, and it was so loud
that he put his hands over his ears.
His family did not attend church, so

this was the first time he would get to
see the inside of one. He was nervous
and excited.
Before spending this summer break

with his aunt, he and his mother had
been looking through a box of books.
In the bottom was an old, black Bible.
When his mother saw him thumbing
through the pages, she gave it to him.
One night when he was looking

through his Bible, he opened to Psalm
23 and read it over and over, trying
hard to pronounce and understand the
words.
The next Sunday, his aunt took him

to Sunday school. His teacher, Mrs.
Blake, welcomed him warmly, as did
the other four children.
He sat down and placed his Bible on

his lap. Mrs. Blake then gave each of
her students a piece of gum. Gary
thought that was very special.
Mrs. Blake prayed; then she went to

the board. She said, “Today, we are go-
ing to talk about God. First, tell me some
things you know about Him.” She wrote

on the board as each child answered.
Mary Ann said, “He created every-

thing.”
John said, “Jesus is His Son.”
Elizabeth said, “He loves us.”
“He has a lot of angels,” Ethan of-

fered.
Gary raised his hand.
“Yes, Gary. What do you know about

God?”
“Is the Lord the same as God?”
“Yes, that is right.”
“Then, I know the Lord is my Shep-

herd.”
“Do you know where to find those

words in the Bible?”
“Yes, I do. It is P-s-a-l-m 23.”
“That’s right. But why did you spell it?”
Gary looked down at the floor. “Be-

cause I don’t know how to say it.”
“That’s OK. I had the same trouble

when I was your age. You’ve intro-
duced exactly what I wanted to talk
about today. It is about God in His role
as Shepherd. Please turn to Psalm 23
in your Bibles, and we’ll read it to-
gether. Let me know if you need help.”
Gary was first to find it.
When they finished, she asked, “What

animals does a shepherd take care of?”
John’s hand flew up. “I know. He

takes care of sheep. My grandpa said
sheep are kind of dumb.”
Mrs. Blake said, “I’ve heard that too,

John. But remember that God made
sheep the way they are. Maybe a bet-
ter way to put it is that sheep do not
do well if they are not taken care of.
“A very powerful man wrote this

psalm. Do you know who it was?”
Gary raised his hand and said, “It

says ‘A Psalm of David’ in my Bible.”
“You are right. It was King David. A

psalm is a song. David sang many
psalms to God. This has become his
most popular. In this psalm, he called the
Lord his Shepherd. Was David a sheep?”
The children laughed.
“Of course he wasn’t. But King

David knew he needed to be led, just
as if he were a sheep. He recognized
that it was God who took care of all his
needs and gave him courage to face
his enemies. He knew it was God who
helped him to be a good king.”
John asked, “Mrs. Blake, is God our

Shepherd too?”
“I am so glad you asked. God wants

us to follow Him just as King David
did.”
Elizabeth asked, “How do we know

what He wants us to do?”
Mrs. Blake smiled. “I want all of you

to hold up your Bible. The answer is in
your hand. You are holding God’s book
of instructions.”
Just as she spoke, the church bell

rang.
Mrs. Blake said, “Next week we will

look in the New Testament at John 10.
We will learn about another person
who is called the Good Shepherd.”
Gary and his aunt read and talked

about the Scripture all week. When
Sunday came, he and all the other chil-
dren were excited. After the opening
prayer, Mrs. Blake handed out pieces
of gum again. Before she could ask a
question, the children began to talk.
John was first. “Mrs. Blake, I know

who is called ‘Shepherd’ in John 10.”
The rest of the children, including

Gary, shouted, “So do I! I do too!”
Mrs. Blake smiled. “Well, tell me.”
“Jesus! It’s Jesus!”

Boys and Girls

Jesus, My Shepherd
BY NANCY BAILEY
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The Sand Dollar

BY WANDA ERBSE

THE common sand dollar is an 
amazing little animal. It is a marine

animal, which means it lives in the
ocean. Sand dollars are spiny, hard-
skinned animals. The spines make them
look like fuzzy cookies. In science, they
are called “echinoderms,” which means
“spiny skin.” They are also shaped like
big coins (thus the name “sand dollar”)
and are about two to four inches wide,
with flat shells in the shape of a circle.
Sand dollars use the spines on their

tops to breathe, getting oxygen from the
water. They also have spines on their un-
dersides that they use to move around,
to burrow into the sandy floor of the
ocean, and to get food. Their mouths are
also on the underside of their bodies.
They eat algae, seaweed, kelp, and oth-
er small creatures that float in the water.
Sand dollars are closely related to

the starfish, sea cucumber, and the
sea urchin, although they are different
in appearance. For example, they do
not have arms like starfish.
The common sand dollar is wide-

spread in ocean waters of the Northern
Hemisphere (above the equator). They
can be found in both temperate (mild)
and tropical (hot) zones on sandy bot-
toms deep in the ocean or in rather shal-
low water, usually in large groups. How-
ever, they are not easily spotted. The fact
that sand dollars generally live deep in
the ocean means you are less likely to
come across a live sand dollar. You must
look closely to see a slight movement as
they travel through the sand and mud.
Almost all of the sand dollars that

you understand their meaning. Will
you do that?”
He agreed. She then asked to pray

with him.
He said “Sure” and sat down.
“God, thank You for letting me meet

Gary. I pray You will reveal Yourself to
him and lead him to become Your
child. Amen.”
Before he went home that week, he

and his aunt read the assigned Scrip-
tures. They read about Jesus’ miracu-
lous birth; His obedient young life; His
baptism by John; His unjust arrest,
cruel death, and sad burial; and His
glorious resurrection and ascension.
She explained how Jesus lived a per-
fect life and died as a sacrifice for sin.
When Gary went back to his home,

he kept his promise to Mrs. Blake. Be-
fore long, he knew by heart the Scrip-
tures she had marked.
When Gary turned nine, he was al-

lowed to spend two more weeks of
summer break with his aunt. He could
hardly wait to go to church. He ran up
the stairs to Mrs. Blake’s room. She
gave him a hug.
He said, “I studied all the verses you

gave me. Now I understand more about
Jesus. Do you remember when you
prayed for God to lead me to Jesus?”
“Yes, I do. Is it time?”
“I think so, Mrs. Blake. Will you tell

me how?”
Tears welled up in her eyes.
She helped him to pray, “Dear God,

I have wanted to know more about You
for a long time. Thank You for loving
me and letting Your very own Son die
for my sins. Please forgive me, and let
me be Your child. I want You to be my
Shepherd. Amen.”
When they looked up, four young

children were standing at the door,
watching.
Gary could not wait to tell his aunt

the good news. He was a Christian,
and he knew it. �

“Yes, children. It is Jesus. I want you
to turn in your Bibles to John 10:11.
Let’s read it together. ‘I am the good
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth
his life for the sheep.’”
She asked, “What do you think this

verse tells us about Jesus?”
Gary raised his hand. “I think He is a

very good Shepherd.”
“That’s right. Who else has an an-

swer?”
Elizabeth said, “I think He takes

good care of His sheep.”
“Yes, He does. Is there anything else

you notice in this verse?”
Ethan said, “When it says ‘giveth his

life,’ does that mean He died?”
“Exactly. Let’s put all your answers

together. Jesus is a very good Shep-
herd who guards His sheep. He loves
them so much that He would even die
for them. You know something, boys
and girls? That is exactly what He did.”
Gary spoke up. “You mean Jesus

died?”
Mrs. Blake was silent for a moment.

It had never occurred to her how very
little Gary knew about the things of
God.
“Children,” she said, “stay in the

book of John, and turn to chapter 3.
When you find it, look at verse 16.
“Let’s read it together. ‘For God so

loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.’
“This, children, is my favorite verse. It

tells me that I am important enough to
God that He allowed His own Son to die
on the cross for my sin. Many years ago,
I asked Jesus to be my Saviour, and
now I am one of His sheep.”
John asked, “Can I be a sheep too?”
“Yes, John. When you are ready to

ask Jesus to be your Saviour, you will
become one of His sheep.”
Elizabeth raised her hand. “I already

asked Jesus to be my Saviour, Mrs.
Blake.”
Mrs. Blake smiled. “Yes, you did. Now,

children, next week we are going to talk
about Jesus again. Be prepared to tell
me what He is called in I Peter 1:19.”
Gary would not be there for that

class; so when the other children left,
he told Mrs. Blake good-bye.
“My family doesn’t go to church,

Mrs. Blake. How can I learn more
about God?”
“Let me highlight and bookmark

some Scriptures in your Bible. Please
read them often until you know them
well. Before you read, ask God to help

Noah’s Ark

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).
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have washed up on the beach are the
skeletons of dead animals. They are
different in appearance because they
have lost their furry spines, and the hot
sun bleaches them to a chalky white.
When you examine a sand dollar
skeleton up close, you can see a pat-
tern that looks like a flower.
When you find a whole sand dollar, it

seems special, as most beachcombers
consider them very hard to find. How-
ever, if you find a whole bunch, it is like
finding a treasure. Broken sand dollars
can be seen scattered on the sand more
often because they have no value.
In New Zealand, the sand dollar is

called a sea cookie or snapper biscuit.
They are called pansy shells in South
Africa. The Caribbean sand dollar is
called a sea biscuit and is thicker than
other sand dollars.
There are very few ocean creatures

that will eat fully grown sand dollars
(predators), although ocean pouts (an
eel-like sea creature) and sunflower
starfishes are known to eat them some-
times, as do snails and sea skates
(rays). When threatened, sand dollars
bury themselves under the sand of the
ocean floor. In quiet waters, they stand
on end, partly buried in the sand. When
waters are rough, sand dollars hold
their ground by lying flat or burrowing
into the sandy floor of the ocean.
The life span of a sand dollar ranges

from six to ten years. Their age can be
determined by counting the growth
rings on the plates of the exoskeleton.
A legend about the sand dollar says

that Christ left the sand dollar as a
symbol to help evangelists teach their
faith. The five holes represent the five
wounds Christ received on the cross:
four nail holes and the hole made by
the Roman spear.
In the center of one side of the sand

dollar, others see an Easter lily, and in
the middle of the lily is the star of Beth-
lehem. The Christmas poinsettia is vis-
ible on the other side, which is a re-
minder of Christ’s birth. If you break
the sand dollar open, there are five
white pieces of shell that look like
doves. These are said to bring good-
will and peace (wiki.answers.com).
The sand dollar is truly one of God’s

wondrous creations! It is unique and
strange, yet it is also a beautiful and
amazing sea creature. Psalm 107:23-
24 talks about people who explore the
sea: “These see the works of the Lord,
and his wonders in the deep.” We can
praise Him for His wonderful cre-
ation! �

You and Your Bible
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus
Read Mark 10:46-52. Find the following words from the story, and circle them

in the word search.

BARTIMAEUS DISCIPLES BEGGING BLIND
ROSE SIGHT JESUS FAITH
SAT PEOPLE WHOLE

L X F P J E S U S C B D
V B A R T I M A E U S I
B H I O T H X Y Z B S S
E V T S W H O L E Q I C
G D H E M O X I D G G I
G D M B L I N D A W H P
I N F X Z E J D S A T L
N B R S K X P D E X Q E
G D H P E O P L E C X S

Still referring to Mark 10, put the following sentences in the correct order.

____ a. Bartimaeus cried out to Jesus, “Have mercy on me” (verse 47).
____ b. Jesus asked Bartimaeus what he wanted.
____ c. Jesus said to Bartimaeus, “Thy faith hath made thee whole” (verse 52).
____ d. As Jesus, His disciples, and many people left Jericho, blind Bartimaeus

was sitting by the side of the road, begging.
____ e. Jesus commanded that Bartimaeus be called, and he came to Jesus.
____ f. Bartimaeus heard that Jesus was passing by.
____ g. Bartimaeus immediately received his sight.
____ h. Bartimaeus said, “Lord, that I might receive my sight” (verse 51).

A Healing at Peter’s House
Read Matthew 8:14-15. Unscramble the following words, and use them to fill

in the blanks in the following sentences.

EVFER SUEOH OASRE
NADH CIKS HEMROT

1. Jesus came to Peter’s ___________.

2. Peter’s wife’s ______________ was __________ with a fever.

3. Jesus touched her __________, and the ____________ left her.

4. Peter’s mother-in-law ____________ and cared for the people in the household.

Jesus Heals Many People
While Jesus, our Saviour, lived on the earth, He healed many people. Many

believed that He was the Son of God.
Look up Matthew 15:31, and fill in the missing words.

Jesus caused the “lame to __________, and the blind to ________: and they
____________________ the God of Israel.”

�Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus:a. 3; b. 5; c. 7; d. 1; e. 4; f. 2; g. 8; h. 6. A
Healing at Peter’s House:1. house; 2. mother, sick; 3. hand, fever; 4. arose.
Jesus Heals Many People:walk, see, glorified.

Answers:
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Wit and Wisdom
“Advice to mothers: Unless you delib-
erately set aside a little time for regu-
lar relaxation, you will not be able to ef-
ficiently care for your family. Therefore,
plan to relax a minimum of an hour and
a half every fifteen years.”

* * *

“Most of us have two chances of be-
coming wealthy . . . slim and none.”

* * *

Robert Quillen: “Discussion is an ex-
change of knowledge; argument is an
exchange of ignorance.”

* * *

William E. Gladstone: “Nothing
which is morally wrong can ever be
politically right.”

* * *

“A philosopher is someone who al-
ways knows what to do until it hap-
pens to him.”

* * *

“When you hear that someone has
gossiped of you, kindly reply that he
did not know the rest of your faults or
he would not have mentioned only
these.”

* * *

John Burroughs: “A man can fail
many times, but he isn’t a failure until
he begins to blame somebody else.”

* * *

“If someone were to pay you ten cents
for every kind word that you have spo-
ken about people, and collect five
cents from you for every unkind word,
would you be rich or poor?”

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables
Worth All Other Books

Patrick Henry: “The Bible is worth all
the other books which have ever been
printed.”

* * *

John Quincy Adams: “I have made it
a practice every year for several years
to read through the Bible.”

* * *

Henry Ward Beecher: “The Bible is
God’s chart for you to steer by, to keep
you from the bottom of the sea, and to
show you where the harbor is, and
how to reach it without running on
rocks or bars.”

* * *

Francis Bacon: “There never was
found, in any age of the world, either
religion or law that did so highly exalt
the public good as the Bible.”

* * *

John Calvin: “Scripture is like a pair of
spectacles which dispels dark and
gives us a clear view of God.”

* * *

Johann Bengel: “Apply thy whole self
to the text; apply the whole text to thy-
self.”

* * *

Vance Havner: “If you cannot always
get the right explanation for some
Scripture, be sure you don’t miss the
application of it.”

* * *

Ernest Bates: “We were not to treat
the Bible as a cultivated park into
which to saunter, . . . but, under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and with a
personal hunger, . . . we were to treat
the Bible as new territory needing to
be colonized.”

* * *

William R. Newell: “It is the bold, be-
lieving use for ourselves of the Scrip-
tures we learn that God desires; and
not merely the knowledge of Scripture.”

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“He’s down there somewhere—I think.”

“Isn’t it fascinating how God never makes any
two snowflakes alike?”

“Welcome!”
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WRITER Charles Swindoll once 
found himself with too many com-

 mitments in too few days. He got nerv-
ous and tense about it. “I was snapping
at my wife and our children, choking
down my food at mealtimes, and feel-
ing irritated at those unexpected inter-
ruptions through the day,” he recalled in
his book Stress Fractures. “Before
long, things around our home started
reflecting the pattern of my hurry-up
style. It was becoming unbearable.
“I distinctly remember after supper

one evening, the words of our younger
daughter, Colleen. She wanted to tell
me something important that had hap-
pened to her at school that day. She be-
gan hurriedly, ‘Daddy, I wanna tell you
somethin’ and I’ll tell you really fast.’
“Suddenly realizing her frustration, I

answered, ‘Honey, you can tell me—
and you don’t have to tell me really
fast. Say it slowly.’ I’ll never forget her
answer: ‘Then l isten slowly’” 
(bible.org).
Ouch! As the oft-mentioned idiom

states, “Out of the mouth of babes” (Ps.
8:2). The reality is that children often say
remarkable and insightful things that
demonstrate grown-up wisdom and un-
derstanding. The challenge for adults,
especially fathers, is to offer their chil-
dren a listening heart so that they do not
miss out on teachable moments.
The purpose of this article is to en-

courage Christian fathers not only to
develop listening hearts but also to ac-
knowledge that a listening heart is a
characteristic of godly relationships
that honor Jesus Christ.

PERSONAL TESTIMONY
As I look back on my upbringing, it

is painfully evident that my father was
extremely uninvolved in my life. He
was a hardworking father who provid-
ed his family with economic and pro-
tective stability. He was not a good
communicator, though, and was not
available for listening to what others

had to say. The harsh reality of my up-
bringing is that a listening father was
lacking in my life.
When I became a father, I was de-

termined not to follow my father’s lack
of communication skills. This determi-
nation was enforced after I accepted
Jesus Christ as my Saviour by faith.
The more I learned about the Lord, the
more resolute I was to teach my chil-
dren godly principles that had not
been a part of my upbringing.
After thirty-eight years of being a

Christian father, I would not trade the
privilege and joy of being a spiritual
teacher for anything this world has to
offer. What I do regret, though, is that
I did not spend much time listening to
my children’s minds and hearts. The
reality is that although few fathers re-
ally work to develop listening skills,
this is a key area in which we all need
to excel. We may discover that our at-
tention is the greatest spiritual skill we
can share with our children.

BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES
The reason listening has significant

spiritual value comes from the book of
James: “Wherefore, my beloved
brethren, let every man be swift to hear,
slow to speak, slow to wrath” (1:19).
Pastor Rick Warren said, “Good

leaders are good listeners. If you want
to be effective in ministry, you’ll need
to be a good listener first. Probably the
greatest reason people fail in ministry
is not immorality, a lack of intelligence,
or poor planning. It’s insensitivity”
(christianpost.com). Let us take this
reality and apply it specifically to
Christian fathers: the greatest reason
fathers fail in parenting is insensitivity.
Please take time to attentively consid-
er what your children are telling you.
A complementary Scripture is

Proverbs 18:13: “He that answereth a
matter before he heareth it, it is folly
and shame unto him.” The reality is
that fathers often talk too much, and

this verse is an indictment of anyone
who does not make listening a priority
in his relationships. Responding with-
out listening introduces a foolish insult
of insensitivity into the conversation.
Dads, let us treat our conversations
with wisdom and praise.

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS
An often-used idiom states that no

one cares what you know until they
know you care. Demonstrating care in
conversations with children demands
that fathers develop listening skills.
Let us concentrate on the following
two terms to help us accomplish this
task. First, it is vitally important to fo-
cus. Fathers who listen well engage
their children by paying complete at-
tention to them during conversations.
In a society that is dominated by so-

cial media and cable television, it is
imperative that fathers conduct con-
versations in a setting of quiet sim-
plicity. In that intimate context, it is
also vital that fathers make consistent
eye contact with their children. When
your children know that they have your
fullest attention and that they are the
most important people in your life at
any given moment, they will find it eas-
ier to share their thoughts with you.
Second, it is important to invite your

children into a conversational relation-
ship. Jesus Christ said, “Come unto me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28) and
“Suffer little children, and forbid them
not, to come unto me: for of such is the
kingdom of heaven” (19:14). Jesus’
words of emotional appeal were words
of invitation. Jesus wanted His followers
to know that He was available for rela-
tionship, especially with children. He
welcomed their presence.
When children perceive that they

are welcome and that the one issuing
the invitation is interested in their pres-
ence and in listening to what they have

Dad’s Den
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our lives. Her six-year-old wanted to use
her brother’s slushy maker, and she
asked her mother whether she could.
Jana told her it would be OK. Then she
heard the child say under her breath,
“Gabe will be so jealous!”
Jana leaned over and suggested to

her daughter that she make the first
one for Gabe and surprise him with it.
She was reluctant but decided to do it.
Gabe was surprised and excited that
his sister would think of him. Autumn,
Jana’s daughter, was so pleased that
she had learned firsthand how to live
out Colossians 3:5-17, which she had
heard her mother, brother, and sister
working to memorize.
We are never too young or too old to

be “undefiled in the way, . . .walk in the
law of the Lord. . . keep his testi-
monies, and . . . seek him with the
whole heart . . . [Do] no iniquity . . .
[and] walk in his ways” (Ps. 119:1-3). It
is hard to raise children whether you
have a spouse or you are single. We
need all the help we can get these
days as we try to raise strong children
who are healthy physically, mentally,
and spiritually. God has promised to
help us when we call on Him.
I heard a speaker at a women’s con-

ference say once that the Holy Spirit can
only recall Scripture to us that we al-
ready know. How much easier our job as
parents would be if we truly put God’s
laws into our minds and wrote them on
our hearts (Heb. 8:10)! Then, as prob-
lems arise, we would have a wealth of
Scripture for the Holy Spirit to draw on
to help us when we feel overwhelmed by
parenting or life.
God’s Word promises that “the eyes

of the Lord run to and fro through out the
whole earth, to shew himself strong in
the behalf of them whose heart is perfect
toward him” (II Chron. 16:9). God wants
to help us and is waiting to help us.
The word “perfect” in II Chronicles

16:9 can make it seem that we are not
the ones He will show Himself strong
for. We do not feel our hearts are per-

and looking for teachers who will teach
what they want to hear will find its way
into the lives of her children because it
is so prevalent. She cannot be every-
where, but she knows One who can.
The world can be a harsh place for

those who try to do good. Jesus warned
even His burly fishermen-disciples,
“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the
midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as
serpents, and harmless as doves”
(Matt. 10:16). Children are not as sea-
soned as fishermen, and their hearts are
easily hurt by less-than-accepting re-
sponses to their love for Jesus.
Proverbs 4:23 teaches, “Keep thy

heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life.” Our adult hearts can
be easily hurt when we share something
that means a lot to us and someone
makes fun of it. We need to guard our
own hearts from hurtful influences; but
children are even more fragile. Jana is
equipping her older children and herself
with the Word of God. She and her two
older children are memorizing whole
books of the Bible. This may seem to be
a daunting assignment, but it has turned
into a fun activity. Jana is memorizing
right along with them. Last year they
memorized the book of James.
Jana looks for ways to apply what

they are memorizing. Isaac, her son,
showed that he understands how to ap-
ply Scripture when his grandmother be-
came upset and let a questionable word
slip out. Isaac quoted James 1:26: “If
any man among you seem to be reli-
gious, and bridleth not his tongue, but
deceiveth his own heart, this man’s reli-
gion is vain.” Grandma was both con-
victed and proud that her grandson
knew Scripture and could rightly apply
it. They laughed together.
This year, the children are memorizing

the book of Colossians. The wonderful
thing about homeschooling is that the
younger children hear the lessons of the
older ones. Although the two younger
ones are not expected to memorize
Scripture, Jana wants them to learn that
Scripture can be applied at all times to

COLOSSIANS 2:8 reads “Beware
lest any man spoil you through

philosophy and vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ.” My
niece has raised her family in a good,
Christian home that honors family val-
ues and worships and prays together.
They also camp with other Christian
families in their church, and she is
homeschooling all four of her children.
She and her husband have done all
they can to prepare their children for the
peer pressure that will surely come. No
mother can be with her children all the
time or anticipate every situation that
may confront her children. There will be
times when they are out in the world.
My niece Jana is concerned that her

children be a reflection of Jesus wher-
ever they are and that they find the
principles in the Bible to be useful in
their daily lives. They also need to help
others use biblical principles when
they have rough times.
It seems that Jana is doing everything

right and has no reason to be con-
cerned. But the influence of the world is
strong, and it creeps more and more
into the daily lives of even good Chris-
tian families. The values of Christian
families are not the same as those por-
trayed on TV or lived out in many homes
of children our children may befriend.
Intellect is not a bad thing, and edu-

cation is important, but many young
and old people consider the Bible to be
an ancient book that is irrelevant to to-
day’s lifestyle and life choices. What will
the influence of Jana’s children’s
friends be? What will the influence of
your children’s friends be? Second
Timothy 4:3-4 seems to be a very rele-
vant Scripture for our day: “For the time
will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own lusts
shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; and they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall
be turned unto fables.”
This is Jana’s fear: that the influence

of a world wrought with selfish interests

One Mother to Another
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ADVERSITY” is a noun that can be 
defined as “affliction,” “calamity,”

or “distress.” There are many stories of
adversity.
Three years ago, our infant grand-

daughter, Sophia, was diagnosed with
brain cancer.
In the Bible, Job lost his health, all

his children, and all his wealth in short
order. 
My husband, David, is being treated

for incurable brain cancer of the most
rabid variety.
The Apostle Paul was shipwrecked

twice, beaten a number of times, and
accosted by snakes.
A few weeks ago, David lay unre-

sponsive and hours from death, suf-
fering from as-yet undiagnosed bacte-
rial meningitis.
Jacob had seven years of his life

stolen by his father-in-law.
Joseph became acquainted with

the interior of a deep pit and lost years
of his life to unjust imprisonment.
Adversity is nearly constant in life,

including in the lives and families of
those who have placed their faith in
Jesus Christ and have a relationship
with God the Father. There are people
who think those who live lives of obe-
dience to God will not experience ad-
versity. That is incorrect. Adversity can
be a good thing in the lives of God’s
children. It indicates one’s identity as
a follower of Christ (John 16:33) and is
one means by which God blesses His
children (Jas. 1:12).
But still there are people who think

adversity is a bad thing. Be careful of
thinking that way. There is a difference
between bad and difficult. Adversity
can strengthen us, but it is truly diffi-
cult.
There are people who think the

presence of adversity in a life always
indicates unaddressed sin in that life.
That is unfair and often wrong. God
does use adversity to revive attention
to His will in those who stray, but that

is not the only possible purpose for
adversity. Only God knows His intent
for an individual life (Isa. 55:8-9; Rom.
11:33).
Few, if any, have suffered more or

lost more than did Job. Nonetheless,
Job credited the adversity God al-
lowed in his life with revealing the pre-
ciousness, as of gold, of his faith in
God and his life of obedience to Him
(Job 23:10). 
Adversity is a tool in God’s toolbox

that He uses to grow His children’s
faith and make them more like He
wants them to be. God uses adversity
to accomplish good things (Rom.
8:28), not to cause misery or ruin lives.
He wants to help His children become
more like His Son, Jesus Christ.
There are multitudes of lyrics to

songs sung in church services pro-
fessing the aspirations of the worship-
per to be “More Like the Master,”
“Close to Thee,” and “Nearer, Still
Nearer.” To be truly willing to achieve
those goals, however, one must be
willing to face adversity.
James, an epistle writer and son of

Joseph and Mary, died for the cause
of his half brother, Jesus Christ. His
family possibly faced more adversity
than any other family in history, so it is
with a voice of experience that he in-
structed us to “count it all joy when ye
fall into divers temptations” (Jas. 1:2).
It is through various testings that be-
lievers grow to maturity. The trying of
one’s faith produces patience, which
is a requirement to achieving spiritual
maturity (vss. 3-4).
My husband looks at adversity per-

sonally and preaches about it as the
perfect opportunity to show love for
the Saviour. By accepting adversity, by
shunning sinful attitudes and actions
in the face of that adversity, and by let-
ting God do His work, submission and
dedication to God’s will are highlight-
ed.
God, however, does not expect His

children to handle treacherous times
alone. The Apostle Paul, who suffered
much, wrote that the strength of Jesus
Christ enabled him to do all things
(Phil. 4:13), not just the easy things.
Paul also wrote of God’s constancy.
Along with the adversity He allows in
our lives, God promises the ability to
withstand and bear each test (I Cor.
10:13).
David and I have come to realize

more fully than ever before that we are
the weakest among the weak. Without
God’s promised help, we are not able
to victoriously face the challenges
God has given us. When words fail us,
our only prayer to our Heavenly Father
is often in the quietest and most bro-
ken of voices: “Father, we need Your
help.” There are no other words. There
is no other help than God Himself.
Properly responded to by God’s

children, adversity can be used by Him
to draw souls to a personal, fruitful,
eternal relationship with Him through
faith in Jesus Christ. Who among us
has not prayed that God would save
the soul of a family member, friend, or
neighbor or that a wandering child of
God would come back to a faithful,
daily walk with Jesus Christ? What are
we willing to sacrifice to see that ac-
complished?
Perhaps too often we are reticent to

endure hardship, despite the fact that
Jesus Christ endured the ultimate
hardship as He suffered humiliation
and death because of His love for lost
mankind, including you and me. Who
among us will live his faith in public so
that everyone around can see God’s
provision in times of trouble?
Human weakness is the black velvet

upon which God displays to the world
the diamond of His strength (cf. II Cor.
12:9). Adversity is an ideal venue for
showcasing God’s benevolent om-
nipotence.
We are commanded to cast every

care upon our Heavenly Father, for

Family Life

Adversity
BY SUSAN WYMER



WINTER QUARTER 2014-15 47

goodness and for His glory, loves His
children perfectly. He blesses them,
matures them, sustains them, minis-
ters through them, and provides for
them through every moment of each
day—not just for now but forever.
May each of us who is blessed to

call Jesus Christ Saviour, to God’s
eternal glory, rejoice in the hard times
and use them to live Jesus Christ in
front of those who so desperately
need Him. �

makes each one (Ps. 118:24).
My husband, David, and I live in a

small town where he planted a church
in 1985 and we brought up our six chil-
dren. In recent years, we have won-
dered whether God would possibly do
something with his health or mine to
broaden our opportunity to witness for
our Saviour.
Last fall, we stood before our church

family at the beginning of a Wednes-
day evening Bible study, holding
hands and smiling. We told them the
news of David’s brain cancer. It was
not an easy day. It was, however, a
good day (cf. Ps. 145:9-10).
David’s cancer is God’s project.

God did not make a mistake. His love
has not lapsed. God is working! He is
working on us, on our family, on our
church family, and on our community.
He is working in places and people we
do not know.
This is our time to live before the

world the truths of God’s Word that we
have tried all along to exemplify and
that we have been advocating for all
these years. If not now, when? People
are watching and listening as we are
privileged to live the Christian life in
front of them.
With God, nothing is impossible. He

restored Job’s health and doubled his
wealth. God gave him as many chil-
dren as he had lost. Job’s faith, to
God’s glory, beamed brightly in the
darkest of times.
Our little Sophia, to the glory of God,

is free of cancer now. She walks and
talks and blesses the world with her
joy.
The Apostle Paul went from being a

persecutor of Christians to a mission-
ary and prolific contributor to the New
Testament. God did not remove his
thorn in the flesh, choosing instead to
use it for His glory.
Joseph, the young man of great

faith, went on to be used by God to
preserve the Israelites through a great
famine. Wicked people came and
went, but God protected Joseph’s life
and reputation for His glory.
To God’s glory, David Wymer, de-

spite losing a lobe of his brain and be-
ing struck down by spinal meningitis,
is back to pastoring and proclaiming
God’s Word from the pulpit. Primary
brain cancer is said to be incurable;
but why put God in a box? With God,
nothing is impossible!
Everyone experiences hardship,

and every family is acquainted with
adversity. That is because God, in His

whom nothing is impossible (Luke
1:37; I Pet. 5:7). That includes life-al-
tering illness and deployed loved
ones in hot spots around the world.
That includes a backslidden child and
the need for employment in a difficult
economy. We are to cast all our cares
upon Him. He can handle them. He
delights to take care of His children.
Adversity, like eating and drinking

and everything else, should be greet-
ed by God’s children with thankfulness
to Him (Col. 3:17) and thus accomplish
His glorification (I Cor. 10:31). It is
common among Christians to casual-
ly profess commitment to God’s glory,
come what may. Upon reading the
Apostle Peter’s statements of alle-
giance to Christ, followed nearly im-
mediately by his denial of Him when
adversity struck, they often figurative-
ly think Tsk, tsk and shake an index fin-
ger as if to scold.
What would have happened had

Peter, in the face of personal danger,
emphatically stated his relationship
with Jesus for all to hear? When God’s
children are facing adversity—per-
haps the sorrow of losing an expected
baby, being victimized by crime, or
opening the front door to see a military
chaplain standing in full uniform—how
many thank God for His perfect will
and give Him glory for never making a
mistake (I Thess. 5:16, 18)? Does not
faith that God truly does work all
things together for good to those who
love Him call His children to respond
with thanksgiving and praise?
Bad things happen to everyone. Dif-

ficulties darken the doorstep of every
family home. God’s children should re-
spond differently from the world to
events of life that shake the soul. Ad-
versity provides an opportunity to
show that life as a believer in Jesus
Christ is different. Those who have
placed their faith in Him for eternal sal-
vation should be the best advertise-
ment for building a life, both here and
in the hereafter, upon God’s Son (cf.
I Cor. 3:11).
God is good. He is good when life is

purring along, and He is equally good
when it seems that everything has hit
the fan and life has become a bigger
mess than could be imagined.
On a day when the news is all good,

it is easy to rejoice in it. Yet the
Psalmist David, who experienced his
share of messy times, did not distin-
guish between easy and difficult days
when he wrote about rejoicing and be-
ing glad in each day because the Lord

to say, they will often take the risk of
sharing their innermost secrets. The
dynamic of that conversation of shar-
ing and listening will give both the
child and the father indescribable joy.
General George Marshall had a for-

mula for successfully dealing with peo-
ple. First, he listened to the other per-
son’s story. Second, he listened to the
other person’s full story. Third, he lis-
tened to the other person’s full story
first (sermonillustrations.com).
Fathers, let us connect successfully

with our loved ones by becoming
good listeners. May our Lord give us
the courage and humility to accept
that challenge. �

An Involved Listener: Becoming a
Dad Who Connects with His Family

(Continued from page 44)

fect. This Scripture is not meant to
make us uncomfortable or hopeless. A
perfect heart in God’s eyes does not
mean one that never sins or has a
wrong thought. A perfect heart in
God’s eyes is a heart that knows He is
God and that He is love and compas-
sion and strength. It is a heart that
knows from where help comes. 
We need to turn our hearts toward

God and let Him know how weak we
feel or how overwhelmed we think we
are. We need to shift our focus from
our problems to the One who is the an-
swer—the One who will not leave us
hopeless or alone. �

Write Them on Your Heart
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INEVER imagined I would be involved
in prison ministry. I just knew that I

wanted to serve the Lord and help
people. I began serving in my local
church and other places where doors
were opened for me, and I just tried to
stay sensitive to the Holy Spirit. Wait-
ing on God is not idleness; it is being
involved in His work where you are un-
til He calls you in another direction.

THERE ARE MANY
OPPORTUNITIES
Several years ago, a man who be-

came a member of the church where I
was attending was already active in
prison ministry. He invited our pastor
to attend and minister with him sever-
al times, and it was not long before our
pastor asked several members to at-
tend the prison services as well. I have
always believed that my gift is the
preaching and teaching ministry. You
can imagine that the first time I sat in
a prison worship service, I was
hooked. I just knew this was a place
where God could use me. But prison
ministry expands beyond the pulpit.
Some people create toiletry packets,
minister to prisoners’ families, or vol-
unteer in juvenile detention centers.
Some simply attend prison services to
encourage, listen to, and pray with in-
mates.

MUCH CAN BE LEARNED
I was moved in my soul the first

time I walked through all the gates
and steel doors that slammed behind
me as I entered the chapel or desig-
nated room for our worship. The real-
ity of where I was and what had hap-
pened in the lives of the inmates
registered with me quickly and very
deeply. Although I was eager and
considered it a privilege to minister, at
that moment I was valuing my free-
dom to a degree that I probably had
not experienced before. And I
thanked God!
I am often reminded of the ugliness

and horrors of sin, and I have been
more determined to be a blessing to
those who have been imprisoned. I am
confident the Holy Spirit is not hin-
dered by the prison surroundings and
that He desires to do a mighty work,
even in a place in which it appears that

Satan has had the last say. But he has
not, for we know that nothing is im-
possible with God.

MUCH CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED
I have seen the fruits of what God

will do when we are obedient to His
call. I am reminded of a young man’s
testimony during one of our prison
services. He told the small congrega-
tion that jail was the best thing that
could have happened to him. He knew
that had he not been caught for steal-
ing, someone would eventually have
shot and probably killed him, and he
had not been ready to meet God. Then
he said, “Jail is better than hell, and
that’s where I would have gone.” He
continued to say that during his stay in
prison, he had given his life to Christ.
Now he was looking forward to leaving
prison and living life the right way in
the real world.

WHAT IS THE LORD’S
PERSPECTIVE?
It seems that there is an umbilical

cord that sustains the lifeline of the
prison concept from Genesis to Rev-
elation. We think of Jeremiah, Daniel,
Joseph, John the Baptist, Peter, Paul,
and our Lord being taken prisoner
and John being bound on the isle of
Patmos. God repeatedly took bad sit-
uations and impacted the lives of
those who were incarcerated and
those of us who are now reading
about it. No one, including God, likes
prisons; but He can use them for His
glory.
Let us be careful to not write off or

conclude that anyone is beyond
changing. And let us be careful not to
assume that everyone in prison has
actually committed a crime. We must
remember that God has a master plan
for everyone and that He has many in-
struments of His choosing.

HOW CAN YOU KNOW?
I would like to suggest some guide-

lines that may help you know whether
the Lord is leading you to be involved
in some type of prison ministry. I think
the first step is to prioritize your rela-
tionship with God. Ask the Lord to
search your heart for any sinful atti-
tudes, actions, or places of disobedi-

ence. God’s main concern is your re-
lationship with Him, not what you do
for Him. How can you discern His will
with a heart that is not clean? He will
not call you or expect you to take on
additional roles of service until all is
well with Him.
Second, pray and tell God what is

on your heart. Make yourself com-
pletely available to Him. Express your
fears, your concerns, and your
thoughts; but remain available and
submissive to His direction.
Third, plan to wait on God. As the

Holy Spirit leads, evaluate what He is
saying to you through His Word and
possibly others who may or may not
have a clue as to where your heart is
right now. Observe what the Lord is
doing around you. There are times
when God opens one door that leads
to another. Is there an opportunity for
you to sit in on a prison worship serv-
ice or go with a volunteer in some oth-
er capacity? Be careful not to disguise
a lack of faith or fear as “waiting on
God.”
Last, depend on the peace of God.

Paul wrote in Colossians 3:15, “And
let the peace of God rule in your
hearts, to the which also ye are called
in one body; and be ye thankful.” Let
the peace of God rule. God is not try-
ing to hide His will or to deny His
peace; He wants you to experience
both. If you want to know what God
has planned for you and you reveal
that by prioritizing your relationship
with Him and by praying to Him and
by waiting for Him, He will reveal Him-
self to you.

I HAVE NEVER REGRETTED MY
DECISION
Time has gone by quickly since

1995 and my first prison ministry ex-
perience. I am not sure how much
longer I will continue; I will wait on God
to give me that answer. I will never
know on this side of heaven what the
Lord has done in the hearts of those
He gave me the privilege to meet, be-
friend, and minister to. I have always
left each opportunity feeling glad that
I had the privilege to serve. I hope you
will seek the Lord about prison min-
istry and pray for those who need the
hope and love of God. �

Is Prison Ministry for You?
BY KEITH PHILLIPS
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more than two children and that store-
bought bread was not a healthy diet
for a busy pastor. At that point, I was
wife, mother, organist, teacher, leader
of the missionary society, and writer.
At college, I had read a book about

how to be an ideal pastor’s wife, but it
was difficult to “provide a quiet,
peaceful life, where your pastor-hus-
band can relax when he comes home
from his busy day serving the Lord.”
Oh, that sounded good—on paper!
But it was next to impossible with
three children, a rambunctious dog, a
frisky cat, and a washer and dryer that
were always running. (In those days,
pastors wore long-sleeved white
shirts that had to be starched and
ironed!)
Thankfully for me, my husband had

not read the book that outlined all my
wifely duties. Each was the other’s
helpmeet. We encouraged one anoth-
er and worked as a team, not as boss
and servant. We both learned not to
take minor problems seriously but to
be thankful for all of God’s goodness
in providing a caring congregation.
Eventually, the Lord sent us to an-

other church, with young couples like
us. This was what our growing family
needed—less tension, more laughter!
Now we spend our days praying for

our children and grandchildren. One
daughter is a pastor’s wife, and one
son is a pastor. My dear mother, at
home in heaven, left me her precious
poems—those that helped me
through stormy days. One I especially
love is by Phyllis D. Robbins:

Many problems are smaller than king-
size,
And trials aren’t always severe.
There are hundreds of “little-go-
wrong” days
That stir up a worry or fear.
There are tensions and minor frustra-
tions
More annoying than tragic and yet—
On these days with their average up-
sets,
There is something we shouldn’t for-
get.
Our God doesn’t handle just big
tasks.
He is also concerned with the small.
In the everyday problems of living,
He is ready to help if we call. �

When my husband was discharged
from the army, we waited and prayed
for an opening in the ministry. Mean-
while, we were determined to keep
busy where God had placed us—
working in Dad’s church.
We felt that God would call busy

people, not those who sat back wait-
ing for work to arrive. That was cer-
tainly true in our case. We rented a
house and began papering and paint-
ing; but we never moved into the
house. God called us to our first
church in a small northern Pennsylva-
nia town.
We were the happiest couple in the

world, I believe, with a newborn
daughter and a ready-made church.
Those early days in the ministry were
so exciting that we often worked half -
way through the night, printing bul-
letins, publishing a monthly newslet-
ter, and enjoying the parsonage.
I thought, So this is what being a

pastor’s wife is all about: taking care of
my husband and children and saying
yes to everything I’m asked to do.
However, our congregation con-

sisted of mostly retired (tired) people
who had already spent half a century
doing church work. If we tried any-
thing new, we would have to lead and
sometimes do it alone. There were
few people our age, so we truly en-
joyed our monthly meetings with area
pastors, their wives, and families.
They shared their experiences, thus
teaching me many lessons. One les-
son I especially needed to learn was
how to graciously say no to extra job
offers that would add stress to our al-
ready stressful lives.
I have also been so grateful to

Karen, a pastor’s wife who, by exam-
ple, taught me organization skills—
something I had not learned at home.
Because of her, I was able to carve
precious minutes out of a busy day to
begin writing articles and stories for
Christian publishers.
Though we loved our elderly con-

gregation, at times it was frustrating.
The grandmothers had plenty of ad-
vice for me, including their belief that
a pastor’s family should not exceed

OF course, I knew what a pastor’s 
wife was before I became one.

That was one of Mother’s jobs. I was
born and reared in a pastor’s family.
However, I did not plan to be a pas-
tor’s wife. For one thing, there was
that curious fact that one could not
be such a wife without being married
to a pastor. At the age of seven, I had
dedicated my life to being a mis-
sionary.
Then there was that occasion when

my fifth-grade teacher told our class
that she knew what I would be when I
grew up. I would be a writer. I sus-
pected that she had been reading the
stories that I wrote and hid in my desk.
I quickly said, “No! I’m going to be a
missionary.”
Mother, wise woman that she was,

emphasized that our real job is to do
whatever God hands out for today and
leave the distant future with Him. I was
busy teaching Bible school classes
and traveling with my father, who held
evangelistic meetings in many differ-
ent churches. I was his pianist and of-
ten had the joy of leading souls to
Christ.
When I filled out my application for

Bible college, I asked Mother how I
should answer questions about my fu-
ture plans. “Take it one day at a time,”
Mother advised. “The Lord may sur-
prise you when you’re finished with
your studies.”
And He did! On weekends, I drove

home from college to serve in Dad’s
church. I served in the areas of music,
choir, teaching Bible classes, and
holding teacher-training classes for
adults. 
In the last semester of my junior

year, I married a senior pastoral stu-
dent who was drafted into the army as
soon as he graduated.
While Ray served as a chaplain’s as-

sistant in Korea, I finished college;
then I was urged to teach in a Chris-
tian day school in the area. I was ex-
pected to teach all six grades in a
basement room of a local church! Be-
cause there were few funds available,
I had to provide my own teaching ma-
terial.

When a Helpmeet Needs a Helper
BY PATRICIA C. OVIATT
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AS far back as I can remember, God 
has been with me. Even when I

was as young as four years old, I be-
lieved I could feel God hovering above
me in bed at night.
When I was very young, my parents

were poor. My brothers shared a room,
and I had no room of my own. I slept
in my parents’ bed until they were
ready for sleep, and then my father
would pick me up and carry me to the
couch. Often I would awaken mid-trip
to the living room.
With the other members of my fam-

ily neatly tucked in their beds way
down the hall, the natural inclination of
a four-year-old alone in the dark might
be fear. But I was never afraid. I could
feel God there with me in the dark-
ness. I felt He was watching over, lov-
ing me. That memory has guided me
through more situations than I can re-
call.
As a youngster, I began drifting

away from God. I would have admitted
believing there was a God, but the
closeness I had felt as a child was cer-
tainly not apparent in my behavior. Of
course, God was not about to leave
me, and the way He went about enter-
ing my sphere of influence was amaz-
ing. Looking back now as an adult, I
see very clearly evidence of God’s fin-
gerprints all over my life.
What seemed to be a series of co-

incidences now looks a lot more like
God’s plan to get me into a private

Christian school where I would sure-
ly learn about Him. Study of God’s
Holy Word is so much more important
than a child realizes. Though I found
man datory Scripture memorization
tedious at the time, it was a wonder-
ful tool for my future relationship with
Jesus.
As I began to study my King James

Bible, God burned certain passages
into my heart. Almost any Christian will
confess with a smile that God seems
to tuck His Word away deep within us
so that in times of need His Word is
there to comfort, to instruct, and to
lead—either ourselves or someone
else. Often I was not even aware that I
knew a passage until God brought it
from my heart to my lips.
After lunch every day, there was a

class Bible study in which my teacher
drove home the importance of having
a personal relationship with the Lord. I
believe this kind of truth influences a
young mind in a profound way. This
witness certainly began to influence
me.
One night in the quiet and stillness

of my childhood bedroom, I told God
that if He was as real as I had sus-
pected when I was a young child, I
wanted to know Him and love Him. I
promised that if He revealed Himself to
me, I would serve only Him. Much to
my surprise, He answered. To this day
I have trouble explaining what hap-
pened next, but I will try.
I felt that God was speaking to me,

though I heard nothing audibly. Words
came to mind, but they seemed to
plant themselves more deeply into my
heart. It occurred to me that God was,
in fact, real, that He had always been
with me, and that I would forever be-
long to Him.
As I felt these assurances, it seemed

that my bedroom glowed. I felt as
though I glowed as well. From head to
toe, this exhilaration began deep in-
side me and seemed to emanate
through my entire bedroom.
I later learned as an adult that all of

heaven rejoices over the salvation of
one single soul, and I wonder whether
God allowed me to partake for a mo-
ment in that rejoicing.
In hindsight, I can see my life as a

winding dirt road, sprinkled with flow-

ers along the way, where God sent
people to disciple and minister to me.
My teacher who had convicted me so
and sent me reeling toward the Cross
had also, no doubt, been praying for
me. As an adult, the fundamentals of
Christianity he took the time to teach
me laid a foundation for my continuing
faith in God.
I was raised in more of a religious

home, rather than one where I was
taught that God wanted to have a per-
sonal relationship with me. This way of
looking at God began to permeate
every area of my life, and I found that
I was quickly gravitating toward Him. I
began to share the gospel with kids
my own age, though most did not
seem too receptive to it. It filled my
heart that the God of heaven and earth
would take the time to love me per-
sonally. The more I understood that
Jesus had lived a sinless life and died
in my place so that I could have a
home with Him in heaven, the more
sanctified He made me.
Looking back, I can see God’s infi-

nite wisdom in my getting saved at the
time in my life that I did. I find that I now
have a passion for discipling young
girls approximately twelve to twenty
years of age. I see how that time in
their lives may be critical to their faith.
As we grow from childhood into ado-
lescence, we have a deep desire to
find our place in the world. I am so ut-
terly grateful to a teacher who realized
I might have been swayed to go my
own way. He knew there was a possi-
bility that I would identify with my own
strength rather than God’s.
Though I have never spoken with

my teacher since leaving that school,
I look forward to greeting him in the
Father’s kingdom someday to thank
him for stirring in me a curiosity
about and a love for Jesus. I have
since ministered to countless young
girls and women, trying to teach
them that their true worth and be-
longing can be found only in their
identity in Christ. 
To this day, when I lie in bed, I know

that God is with me, loving me. That
closeness with Him, which began at
an age too young for me to have artic-
ulated it, continues to instruct me even
today. �

Keeper of My Heart
BY PAULETTE REESE

Paulette Reese
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BEFORE I was twelve, we kids in 
church were required to go to the

“mourner’s bench” during our annual
revival. It was a long-standing tradi-
tion. Our parents insisted that before
we reached the “age of accountabili-
ty,” we were expected to join the
church. We sat in the “seats for the
lost,” and before the last night, we
should have “given our hand to the
preacher and our heart to Jesus.” If we
did, then we said our memorized “sin-
ner’s prayer” speech.
For me, that was my moment of sal-

vation. I knew that if I died, I would go
to heaven to live with Jesus. It was my
childish way of understanding being
born again.
On Saturday, those who had joined

the church were baptized in Mr. Jet
Carter’s pond—where a water moc-
casin glided across the other side dur-
ing the baptismal service. On Sunday,
new converts were given the “right
hand of fellowship” into the church
and became full-fledged, voting mem-
bers of our local fellowship. My name
was added to the church roll and to the
book of life.
My parents were my greatest influ-

ence in my decision to live for Christ
(cf. Prov. 22:6). I grew up around good
folks whom I held in highest esteem.
Their lives impressed me immensely.
My father loved preachers, and our
pastors were godly shepherds. They
loved us, and we loved and respect-
ed them for the fine Christian exam-
ples they set. I have been in the
church all my life because of the peo-
ple who lived right before me. I have
no excuse for not living for the Lord—
none at all!
My little country church was not

that much into the Word. We had
preaching only once a month but
Sunday school every week. The old-
er members were basically biblically
illiterate, but they lived right enough
for me to see God in them. Because
of my religious upbringing, I have
never doubted the existence of God,
the virgin birth, Jesus’ miraculous
resurrection, His ascension, or His
second coming.
I cannot remember when I first

heard about the birth of Christ, but it

was probably during our church’s
annual Christmas celebration. At
Easter sunrise services, we sang
songs about Christ’s crucifixion, His
burial, and His resurrection. These
twice-a-year programs made Jesus’
birth in Bethlehem and His sacrificial
death on Calvary’s cross very real to
me.
In my early twenties, the Lord led me

to churches where the Word was
taught and practiced on a higher level
than in the church of my childhood. I
started attending Bible studies, home
fellowship groups, and Christian con-
ventions. I purchased religious study
aids, such as concordances, diction-
aries, and commentaries, that helped
me understand the Bible and assisted
me tremendously in my spiritual
growth and development.
I sought out and befriended those

who were genuinely saved. As a new
believer, I was blessed with a family of
godly neighbors who were an inspira-
tion to me and who were instrumental
to me spiritually. They invited me to
their church and to special programs.
Like my mature coworkers and friends
in Christ, this family encouraged me to
grow in the things of God. I also
watched Christian television and lis-
tened to Bible teachers on Christian
radio.
In order for my light to shine, I have

to be consistent in my Christian walk.
It was crucial that I developed a sensi-
tivity to (and learned to listen to and
obey) the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:14 is one of my favorite
verses: “For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.” Over the years, I saw the im-
portance of making this verse my life-
time creed.
Perhaps because I love to read and

look things up, Bible study and read-
ing are not difficult for me. I also love
to talk, so prayer is never really a
struggle. I have a daily routine of
feasting on God’s Word and fellow-
shipping with Him in prayer (cf. Ps.
34:8; Luke 2:37). As I commune with
my Father each day, His Word builds
faith in my heart and helps me trust
Him more. When I pray, I am seeking
to know the Lord’s perfect will for me

so that I can live a life that honors and
pleases Him.
God blesses us when we walk in

His ways and follow the plans and
directions that He has ordained for
us. When we stay in church—in the
presence of the Lord and around His
people—we eventually walk in the
way God has determined for us to
go. I have the blessed assurance
that I am not alone. God is with me,
and He will always lead me the right
way.
Has my Christian l ife been all

smooth sailing? Far from it! My new life
in Christ is not always easy. I work at
it as though I am training for a one-
time marathon race, and my goal is to
run the race as though I have no other
choice but to win.
I have been saved over thirty years,

and I am still being perfected (Heb.
13:20-21). No matter how godly I am, I
do not yet have my resurrected body. I
still live in a mortal body in a world where
Satan is prince. The enemy of my soul
would love to weaken my testimony and
hinder me on my spiritual journey.
Being a Christian does not shield

me from the devil’s attacks; nor am I
exempt from life’s trials and tribula-
tions (John 16:33). I am subject to
whatever the world is subject to; but in
every situation and circumstance,
God’s supernatural grace is more than
sufficient.
Have I “arrived”? Of course not! No

believer, regardless of his chronolog-
ical or spiritual age, should ever feel
the satisfaction of having arrived. The
Apostle Peter admonished us to
“grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”
(II Pet. 3:18). Growth indicates on-
ward, upward, and forward move-
ment. Although this Scripture does
not have my name on it, I know it ap-
plies to me.
When I look back on my past, I see

how much I have grown. But when I
look ahead, I strain at how much I have
to grow. I want my life to please my Fa-
ther and to be a witness to the world.
I want my light to always shine bright-
ly. I desire to be formed more and more
into His perfect image, reflecting His
grace and glory (cf. II Cor. 3:18). �

Reflecting God’s Glory
BY WILMA J. WILLIAMS



52

THE world we live in is changing 
rapidly, and we can hardly keep

up. In my generation, man has walked
on the moon, and we have seen tech-
nology advance by leaps and bounds.
The Internet and other digital technol-
ogy pose both good and bad things for
us. All this has changed the face of our
world. It has certainly brought us clos-
er together, but there is no doubt that
we face issues in our homes that we
never before thought we would have
to tackle.
Our children face anxieties that we

never had to face. We live in an age of
terrorism, and this has multiplied the
fear in our hearts. We all know that
there are shootings in our streets and
in our schools, and places that were
once considered sacred and safe are
sacred and safe no more. In a recent
statement in the media following the
Newtown, Connecticut, school shoot-
ings, one lawmaker said that “we had
escorted God out of our schools.” He
was so right. And of course, now we
are paying the price for those deci-
sions as a nation.
As parents, we realize that the is-

sues our children face today are not as
simple as the ones we faced years
ago. The most many of us did that
would aggravate our teachers in our
day was to chew gum in class or shoot
paper wads at our classmates. Today,
we deal with guns in the classrooms
and other serious issues like pornog-
raphy and drugs. 
Someone once stated, “Give me a

child until he is seven, and I will have
him for life.” This statement concerns
the influences our young children en-
counter. Godly upbringing must begin
early to be effective.

EXAMPLES OF PARENTING FROM
THE BIBLE
One of the first people in the Bible

who comes to mind here is Hannah.
Barren for a long time, she gave birth
to Samuel. She then took him to the
temple in Shiloh to be raised in a god-
ly environment under the law of God
(I Sam. 1).
Another example of godly upbring-

ing is that of the young pastor Timo-
thy. We are told that he was raised by
his mother and his grandmother in a
godly environment, and they instruct-
ed him in the knowledge of the Scrip-
tures (II Tim. 1:5).
An example from the Bible of par-

enting that failed is given to us in the
story of the priest Eli, who spent his
days in the temple. However, his sons
turned out to be evil. The Bible calls
them “sons of Belial” who “knew not
the Lord” (I Sam. 2:12). It is possible
that as well-meaning, godly parents,
we can be so busy in the work of the
Lord and in church activities that we
do not notice that our own children are
headed for hell. Our children are to be
our first and primary responsibility.
In Ephesians 6 we find Paul’s brief

instructions to both children and their
parents. Each of these groups has im-
portant tasks to do. Children are called
to obey and honor their parents. God
has put a holy hierarchy in place that
must be acknowledged. Even Jesus
was subject to His parents (Luke 2:51).
When we follow His rules from His
Word, we all win. Honoring and obey-
ing one’s parents result in long life. It is
the “commandment with promise”
(Eph. 6:2).
Christian parents are to enforce al-

legiance to this hierarchy as God in-
tended for their children’s safety and
well-being. We are to treat our children
with dignity through helpful instruction
and meaningful discipline that is age
appropriate. Each parent must decide
this with wisdom from above, for each
child is different. Paul has told us that
we are not to cause our children to be
angry and frustrated but to nurture and
admonish them in the Lord. We need
His grace daily for this.

BIBLICAL INSTRUCTION
If we look at the Bible, we learn

much about the fact that the Jewish
family revolved around the Hebrew
Scriptures. They called it the Law of
God. The Law was to be read as often
as possible. The Old Testament shows
us that it was to be read when they
woke up, when they sat down, and

during all kinds of activities from
sunup to sundown (Deut. 6:7). It was
to be the central focus of their lives.
The Law of God was the rule book for
everyday living. Every good Jewish
home knew its significance.
I have heard it said that Christians

focus on believing (faith-based), while
Jews emphasize doing (works-
based). There is a good measure of
truth to this if we look at how the Jews
run their homes. The God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob is at the center of
their lives, and the Torah (the Hebrew
Scriptures) guides their actions.
Proverbs 22:6 emphasizes a great par-
enting truth: “Train up a child in the
way he should go: and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.”
As Christians, we can learn from this

emphasis on the Law of God to guide
and direct our homes and our families.
We also see this same teaching in the
New Testament. Bible truths tran-
scend all time and are valid throughout
the ages. They are never outdated. If
we stick with biblical principles, we
cannot go wrong. Parents are called to
be godly examples to their children. I
was blessed to have godly parents,
especially a mother who taught me to
love God’s Word.

CHRISTIAN FAMILIES ARE
DIFFERENT
The nation of Israel was called to be

a separated people, holy to the God of
Israel. They were called to be different
from the nations around them. They
were not to follow their pagan prac-
tices, worship their pagan gods, or
raise their children as those around
them. On the contrary—the people of
Israel were to raise their children by
the Torah, the law book of Israel.
When our neighbors see our homes

and families, will they be able to tell
whether we are following the Bible, our
guidebook for living? In the New Tes-
tament, Luke reminds us that Jesus
went to the synagogue, as was His
custom (Luke 4:16). Going to church
with our children, not just sending
them, is a good practice to follow.
They learn what is important for us and

Raising Godly Children 
in an Ungodly World

BY A. KOSHY MUTHALALY, PH.D.
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will follow suit. It lays the foundation
for godly adult living. When they are
older, they will be more prone to do
what they learned by example.

PROTECTION FROM EVIL
INFLUENCES
This article began by stating how

different and difficult our world is to-
day. When we send our children off to
school, we entrust them to people we
do not know well and hope that they
will be well. There is another way to
handle this. We certainly have to mon-
itor our children’s lives. We do not,
however, do this by being “helicopter
parents” but by getting our children to
talk with us and keeping open lines of
communication with them. Without
being overly protective, we must give
them a feeling of security.
Our children must feel comfortable

enough to share their greatest fears
and their happiest moments with us.
When they are out of our hands for

the day, we must constantly pray that
our God will protect them from all evil
in the form of bad friends, bad materi-
al on the Internet, and other evil things
that can influence them.
Godly parents make for blessed

children. Abraham Lincoln is reported
to have said, “No man is poor who has
a godly mother.” It is interesting that
Hannah, the mother of Samuel, prayed
for her child even before he was born.

She was desperate to have a baby in
a culture that despised her barren-
ness. Samuel grew up to be a servant
of the Most High God in a time when
Israel frequently strayed from their
godly roots to conform to the evil so-
ciety around them. Paul advised us to
abstain from every appearance of evil
(I Thess. 5:22), and godly homes help
prepare our children for this through
parenting.
I experienced firsthand the blessing

of a praying mother. I witnessed this
throughout the years. Even though my
mother is not alive today, I reap the
benefits of her unrelenting prayers.
Very recently, I came across this verse
in Scripture in my daily readings: “Woe
to the rebellious children, saith the
Lord, that take counsel, but not of me;
and that cover with a covering, but not
of my spirit, that they may add sin to
sin” (Isa. 30:1).
What stands out in this verse is the

need for the daily protection of cover-
ing by God’s Holy Spirit and the divine
and holy wisdom that comes from
above for our children day after day,
especially when we are not there with
them as parents to protect and guide
them and keep them from impending
evil. But God is always there through
His Spirit. Therefore, our reliance must
be on Him. Godly parents contribute
much in the cause of raising a godly
next generation.

Susanna Wesley, the mother of John
and Charles Wesley and seventeen
other children (several who died as in-
fants), was one such parent. She
prayed for her large family every day
and even wrote them letters on how
they should live and what they should
believe. We are told that she even set
aside one hour each day for one spe-
cific child to talk about what was go-
ing on in that child’s life. Thus she
learned about “their progress, fears,
expectations and goals in other en-
deavors” (www.susanpellowe.com)
Sadly, many of our homes and fam-

ilies today are invested in pursuing lu-
crative careers. There is nothing
wrong with this, but it often is done at
the expense of raising godly children.
As a direct result of this, we have es-
tablished over time a broken society
that is devoid of Christian morals as
dictated to us in the pages of the Bible.
Morals and values are established ear-
ly in life. Godly parents have a role in
this.

OUR RESPONSE AS PARENTS
The teaching from the Bible for us

as parents has never changed. We
are loaned our children for a short
time. What should we do with them
in those short years before they leave
home? First, we ought to train them
early in the things of the Word. Like
those Jewish families we talked
about earlier, we need to keep the
law of God before us. The law helps
point our children to Jesus. There is
nothing greater than helping our chil-
dren know Jesus as their Lord and
Saviour.
Second, we ought to pray for our

children and present them before our
Heavenly Father, who knows more
about them than we do and has all the
answers for every struggle they face.
He has His angels watching over them
(Matt. 18:10).
Third, we need to set the example of

godly living in the home and encour-
age them in the disciplines that will
nurture that kind of lifestyle (like going
to church and Bible study). They learn
to follow what is truly important to us.
Godly parenting is certainly not an

easy task, but it is a calling we cannot
ignore without serious consequences.
As earthly parents, we know that we
are far from perfect; but we are still the
primary godly examples for our chil-
dren in our increasingly ungodly
world. �
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IN the beginning God” (Gen. 1:1) cre-ated Adam; then He said, “It is not
good that the man should be alone; I
will make him an help meet for him”
(2:18). “Help” is the key word here, so
remember it.
Adam named her “Woman” be-

cause she came “out of Man” (Gen.
2:23). It certainly is one of the more ob-
vious examples of God’s attribute of
being unfathomable that He brought
us out from a man and then appointed
women, from then on, to bring forth
new life—both male and female. Not
only are we privileged to give life, but
we also are responsible for nurturing
and raising it after we do.
So consider again our God-given

role—to help. I like it. I think most of
our gender find that putting others (if
married, our husband and children; if
single, our family and friends) before
ourselves is a good choice to make. Of
course, it must be done correctly. We
must be certain that it is God’s will and
that our motive is not a what’s-in-it-
for-me attitude or the desire to receive
prideful recognition.
We can find opportunities to serve

and use our God-given talents through
ladies’ ministries. Women with the gift
of hospitality open their homes to
small groups. They can cook for a
meals ministry, delivering dinners to
the sick, funeral receptions, and many
other occasions.
If you are not fond of cooking but

love babies and toddlers, there is al-
ways an urgent need in that area.
Serving in children’s church or youth
groups can be both challenging and
satisfying at the same time. Other
services that come to mind are janito-
rial, special events, or community out-
reach activities. The ladies of the
church I attend volunteer to tutor His-
panic children, helping with their
homework because many of the par-
ents do not speak enough English to
do so.
My ladies’ ministry administrator

stated that his desire and goal was to
help women grow closer to Christ,
which in turn should cause them to
grow closer to one another. He ex-
pounded further on how the church
has Bible studies, small groups, annu-
al retreats, and miniseminars with

God-fearing speakers and testimoni-
als in order to encourage and inspire.
He believes it is through such groups
that we can and hopefully will grow
into responsible, strong Christian
women who are able to testify to God’s
grace.
My dear sister in Christ, a hands-on

leader of our ministry, reaches for
more. She seriously considers her re-
sponsibility to do all the pastoral staff
expects in fulfilling the church’s pur-
pose—to equip the saints “for the
work of the ministry” (Eph. 4:11-16).
Then she prays that in every gathering
the ladies will have fun, feel safe, relax,
and sense a true inner peace and joy.
She loves to see our ladies at the

Girls’ Night In once a month. Whether
we hear a challenging speaker on how
to manage lifestyles, on healthy diets,
on financial or organizational know-
how, or on how to make a craft, she re-
joices when the meeting room is filled
with laughter and loving interaction
among us.
This fun fellowship is a very impor-

tant part of a ladies’ ministry. Women
usually seek other women when they
want a true friend or confidante who
understands, who is there when they
are in need and have nowhere and no
one else to turn to. The ministry events
make this happen and help those
women who need someone else to
make the first move.
As Christians, it is also imperative

to consider the most important re-
sponsibility in true friendship. We
must be certain that when we choose
a very close friend, we find only some-
one who has the same faith and val-
ues of life as we do (II Cor. 6:14). We
hope and trust that a good friend will
speak truth to us. Proverbs 27:17
says, “Iron sharpeneth iron; so a
[woman] sharpeneth the countenance
of [her] friend.” We count on our fem-
inine friends to sense our needs and
read our feelings. We do not need
anyone to empathize or encourage us
if we are doing something wrong or
thinking askew, in contradiction to
God’s Word.
Another important purpose of a

ladies’ ministry comes from living out
God’s Word, which admonishes older
women to teach the younger (Titus

2:3-5). I heard a lady reference that
verse by saying, “We are all younger
than someone in our church family.”
That says it well, because it does not
mean only chronological age. It means
we should be older with regard to our
spiritual maturity.
A ladies’ ministry enables women to

be taught how to live in total obedi-
ence to God’s Word and to learn to
discern His perfect will for our lives.
We should “hunger and thirst after
righteousness” (Matt. 5:6). That is why
we look forward to our Bible studies
each fall, after our children are back in
school. We have a great day care at
church for our babies.
Once I was going to teach Proverbs

31:10-31, and one dear woman literal-
ly moaned. The rest casually dis-
missed it, saying the woman de-
scribed was the “ideal,” meaning no
woman could ever match her or live up
to her.
I rebuff both those responses. Not

only is Proverbs 31:10-31 richly filled
with gems of wisdom and goals we
certainly can reach, but it also states
that Lemuel’s mother taught him what
it had to say. She was a wise woman
who knew what it takes to become the
women God designed us to be. We
certainly can rise early and go to bed
late if we need to for the sake of com-
pleting all the household chores for
our loved ones.
Even though its first words are “Who

can find a virtuous woman?” (Prov.
31:10), I believe the proverb can be
applied to any woman. As we live out
our sanctification, until the day we die,
ponder the word “virtuous.” It is im-
portant to keep a teachable spirit and
an open heart that is willing to grow.
We must overcome our fears and work
on our shortcomings.
It is in a ladies’ ministry at church

where this teaching is provided and
fellowship needs are met and organ-
ized. It is in the ladies’ groups where
we will find and watch good examples
lived out before us. We will see that
“strength and honour are her cloth-
ing” (Prov. 31:25). We will watch a
woman “rejoice in time to come” and
“[open] her mouth with wisdom” and
hear “in her tongue . . . the law of kind-
ness” (vss. 25-26). �

More Precious than Rubies
BY ANNALOU WREN
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THE Lord works in mysterious 
ways.” This has been said so of-

ten it has become a cliché. Yet it is
true. One of the most mysterious
works of God is the way He turns a lost
soul into a follower of Christ. How
does this happen? How does God use
events and people to lead a sinner to
saving faith?

THE FIRST STEPS
My husband, Richard, describes

his journey to salvation as “going
through a door and finding a path that
will lead me to a final destination.”
Trusting Christ for forgiveness opens
the door to a life of spiritual growth,
to a path leading to the final door to
heaven.
Richard grew up in Connecticut.

His mother had a Catholic back-
ground but was not involved in
church. His father had been raised a
Baptist but had stopped attending
church as a child. He left the church
when he joined the navy. Richard at-
tended church and Sunday school
during his grade-school years—but
not because he wanted to know more
about Jesus. For Richard, church was
a place to make friends, attend par-
ties, and go on roller-skating outings.
He says, “I even agreed to be bap-
tized to get a new watch. If religion
could help me get what I wanted, I
was willing to use it.”

WALKING TOWARD SALVATION
Even though Richard did not have

a personal relationship with Christ,
being around Christ ians was
Richard’s first step toward the door of
salvation. Many people today attend
church but are not Christians. Ac-
cording to the American Religious
Identification Survey in 2009, 75 per-
cent of Americans call themselves
“Christians.” Yet only 42 percent say
they are “born again” (Gallup, 2003)
and only 26 percent attend church at
least once a week (Harris poll, 2006).
Only God knows how many of these
people have a saving relationship
with His Son. Isaiah 29:13 tells us,
“This people draw near me with their
mouth, and with their lips do honour
me, but have removed their heart far
from me.”

God used Richard’s uncle to help
Richard take the next step toward sal-
vation. His uncle encouraged Richard
to attend a different church—one
where the gospel was preached and
Christ was glorified. There he attend-
ed Boys’ Brigade and other Christian
groups, which began to sprout seeds
of true faith.
After years of exposure to Christians

and finally hearing the true Word,
Richard stood at the door of salvation.
The pastor sat down with Richard and
showed him the four spiritual laws:
1. God loves you and has a plan for

your life.
2. Man is sinful and separated from

God. He cannot know and experience
God’s love and plan for his life.
3. Jesus Christ is God’s only provi-

sion for man’s sin. Through Him, you
can know and experience God’s love
and plan for your life.
4. We must individually receive Je-

sus Christ as Saviour, and then we can
know and experience God’s love and
plan for our lives.

THE DOOR OPENS
The pastor explained to Richard the

difference between being religious
and having a personal relationship
with Christ. Richard received Christ as
his Saviour and walked through the
door. As a freshman in high school, his
journey with Christ had begun: “There-
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become new”
(II Cor. 5:17).
From that point, life at home began

to change. As Richard became more
zealous for Christ and developed a
thirst to learn more about God, his
family began to see him as a “religious
nut.” A wall was built up, with
Richard’s church family on one side
and his biological family on the other.
He began to spend most of his time
with his church family. He says now, “I
regret the imbalance that I had.”

WALKING THE PATH OF FAITH
In spite of the emotional conflicts,

Richard matured in his faith. He
learned how to share his faith and led
his first person to Christ. He also was

baptized for a second time, this time
from a sincere heart. He calls this pe-
riod his growth-by-osmosis stage.
Richard attended a Christian col-

lege for four years, then joined the
army and served his country for five
years. After an honorable discharge,
he enrolled in seminary, preparing
for a full-time career serving the
Lord.
We met while attending seminary,

and we were married fifteen months
later. Richard and I both knew he was
saved, that his sins were forgiven
and he could look forward to heaven.
Still, his Christian walk felt like a
struggle. He was obeying God to
please others, to fit in with the Chris-
tian crowd. He left seminary realizing
he was only there to show how “spir-
itual” he was. It was done from a
sense of pride.
Then Richard attended a Bible con-

ference that changed the way he
viewed God. A good friend from the
conference showed him how to truly
have Christ as Lord of his life. He
learned to let Christ live through him
instead of trying to use his own efforts
to live for Christ. It was a transforma-
tion and a big step down the path of
his faith journey. Richard’s life became
“more of Christ and less of me.” A key
verse for him during this time was
Galatians 2:20—“I am crucified with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which I
now live in the flesh I live by the faith
of the Son of God, who loved me, and
gave himself for me.”

THE FINAL DOOR
Even with his new submission to

Christ, there are still moments of
struggle. Sometimes it is easy to let
Christ have control, and other times it
is more difficult. It is Richard’s goal to
be increasingly more like Christ until
he enters the door of heaven.
Richard says, “The journey of faith

has both times of victory and times of
defeat until Christ returns. That will be
the day when I can end my journey, pro-
fessing it is all of Christ and none of me.”
Like Richard, we can say, “The Lord is
my strength and song, and is become
my salvation” (Ps. 118:14). �

The Path of Salvation
BY JANE CHASE
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HE was a nice-looking man until he 
opened his mouth.” These are

the words from a tract that my father
wrote a number of years ago.
My father had been helping a man

with some work, along with another
man. A little boy was there with the
men as well. The man working with
Dad started taking the Lord’s name in
vain, and the little boy started repeat-
ing the words the man had just said.
Dad pointed out to the man what was
happening.
It is easy to forget how influential our

words are. That is why the man of wis-
dom in Proverbs told us, “Death and
life are in the power of the tongue: and
they that love it shall eat the fruit there-
of” (18:21). James amplifies that
teaching, writing, “And the tongue is a
fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue
among our members, that it defileth
the whole body, and setteth on fire the
course of nature; and it is set on fire of
hell” (3:6). Then James adds, “But the
tongue can no man tame; it is an un-
ruly evil, full of deadly poison. There-
with bless we God, even the Father;
and therewith curse we men, . . . Out
of the same mouth proceedeth bless-
ing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not so to be” (vss. 8-10).
I am sure that we are all found guilty

of using words that tear down, that
bring death, rather than words that
build up, that bring life. My wife may
point something out that I should have
done or said, and I respond defen-
sively with words that sting rather than
acknowledge that she was right. Con-
victed by the Spirit of God, I ask her
and the Lord’s forgiveness.
Sometimes the words used in argu-

ments are so hateful that they lead to
marriages breaking up. At the office,
words are spoken that cause all kinds
of friction. In some instances, sad to
say, words cut so deeply that a person
may take another individual’s life. Even
children and teenagers can speak
words to their parents and to one an-
other that are very critical and that tear
down the person’s identity and worth.

Is there any help for us regarding
how we speak to one another and an-
swer one another? Thank God, there is
help for us. And it is found not in our-
selves but in Him, the biblical God,
and His eternal Word, the Bible.

UNDERSTAND THE REASON
Why do we speak words that tear

down, bring death, or do not fully tell
the truth? We only have to read Gala-
tians 5:15-21 and Ephesians 4:25-31
to discover that words that demean,
are gossip, cause strife and division,
and are not truthful come from the old,
sinful nature we inherited from Adam.
We use words that bring death rather
than words that build up and bring life
because we follow the dictates of that
old nature, which can get us into all
sorts of trouble. Acting in the flesh, we
sin before God and demonstrate that
we belong to Adam, not Christ. In fact,
we display the very characteristics of
the evil one (cf. Eph. 2:2).

UNDERSTAND YOUR NEW
NATURE
The great news of the Bible is that

the believer in Jesus Christ is given a
new, divine nature (II Pet. 1:4)—the
very life of Christ, which is His spiritu-
al mind, emotion, and will. The believ-
er in Christ is actually a saint (cf. I Cor.
1:2), set apart to God as His posses-
sion to do His will.
Now, relying on the power of the in-

dwelling Holy Spirit (cf. Gal. 5:16) to
model the life of Christ, the believer
can say words that bring life rather
than words that bring death. He can
tell the truth and seek to answer oth-
ers in love and humility.
The believer still has that old nature,

and it can flare up at times if he does
not obey the indwelling Holy Spirit. In
those instances, he needs to ask the
person’s forgiveness for his sinful
words (cf. Matt. 5:23-24), ask the
Lord’s forgiveness (I John 1:9), and
continue speaking words that bring life
(cf. Eph. 4:29).

SOME PRACTICAL HELPS
Here are some biblical pointers on

how a believer can speak words of life
rather than words of death to his
hearers.
Remember who you are in Christ.

You are totally accepted by Christ
(Eph. 1:6). You receive your identity
from Him, not from who you are or
what you do or from what people say
about you or do not say about you. Ac-
cepted by Christ, you do not have to
defend yourself and respond in kind or
with anger.
Learn to be a good listener. James

tells us to be both hearers and doers
of the Word of God (1:22). You cannot
respond like Christ to someone if you
are not listening to what that person is
saying. James also tells us in verse 19
to “be swift to hear, slow to speak.”
Ask questions that show you are lis-

tening. After a person is through talk-
ing or has expressed himself, ask a
question such as, “Am I hearing you
correctly in that you are saying—?” or
“As I get it, you felt that—?” or “So as
you see it—?” And when you respond,
remember that “a soft answer turneth
away wrath: but grievous words stir up
anger” (Prov. 15:1).
Guard your heart. Again, the man of

wisdom penned, “Keep thy heart with
all diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life” (Prov. 4:23). “Keep” means to
guard your heart, that is, to keep alert
to how you speak to people. If you
guard your heart, you will speak posi-
tively and kindly in the power of the
Holy Spirit. 
There will certainly be times when

truth will have to be spoken in con-
frontation, but it must be done in love
(Eph. 4:15), whether as an individual or
a parent or in whatever one’s role in life
is as a follower of Christ.
The believer guards his heart so that

he can glorify his Lord through his
words, knowing that someday he will
have to stand before Him and give an
account of the words he has spoken
(Matt. 12:36-37). Words have power!
Speak life, not death! �

Words—Life or Death?
BY PAUL R. BAWDEN
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AFTER six months, I began to be 
aware of all the details that had

gone on behind the scenes that set the
stage before I walked to the altar to ac-
cept Christ. I was in awe of how God
orchestrates events in the lives of indi-
viduals to bring them to the threshold
of salvation. I am even more humbled
that I too have been used to lead oth-
ers to Christ.
When the news began to spread at

work that I had accepted Christ, many
were amazed and recognized the
power of God through my immediate
outward transformation. Through this
area of influence at my workplace,
twenty-two people came to Christ in
two years.
The phrase “Whom shall I send?”

found in Isaiah 6:8 kept ringing in my
soul, causing me to surrender my will.
My feelings of being inadequate
scared me, and I did not understand
how to carry out the command to wit-
ness. I soon discovered that God
would make those arrangements for
me.
My witnessing to others unfolded

like that in Acts 1:8, first in Jerusalem,
Judea, Samaria, and then the utter-
most parts of the earth. My Jerusalem
witness was to my mother. Who
knows you better than your mother?
I first began by sharing the details of
my coming to Christ with her. I had
visited Mom on my lunch breaks,
sharing the change I felt in my life. We
began to discuss how Jesus made
the difference. I talked about the
things I learned in Bible class and
recreated the sermons my pastor had
preached on Sunday, Scriptures and
all.
My mother saw the great change in

my life and recognized that only the
power of the Holy Spirit and the hand
of God could have brought it about.
People in general, especially mothers,
appreciate when you make a positive
change in your life; but they are often
uncomfortable when you enter into the
personal areas of their lives. What bet-
ter person to break down that barrier
in witnessing to a parent than her own
child.
Two years later, after countless ser-

mons had been retold and frank con-
versations too numerous to count had

been conducted, my stepfather and
mother came to church and experi-
enced new birth in Christ.
My Judea experience was with

someone who has been my friend
since the tenth grade. We experienced
our teenage years together and con-
tinued our friendship into our adult
lives. I remember the hesitation I had
before I called her. I did not want to go
overboard with my excitement, but I
did not want to neglect sharing the
best experience of my life.
We talked for over an hour. She

called me back to say that there was
something different about me but
that she could not quite put her fin-
ger on it. This was the opening the
Lord gave me to share my testimony.
For the next three years, I visited her
more than usual showing her my new
life in Christ by living a godly life be-
fore her.
My friend is a scholar on many sub-

jects, one being the Bible. God gave
me great grace to explain the Scrip-
tures and answer her questions in sim-
ple terms that even her son could un-
derstand.
One Sunday, our church had a guest

speaker, and I invited her. As they say,
the rest is history—she too now enjoys
new life in Christ.
A year later, her husband and son

came to Christ. She and her husband
have been Sunday school teachers
and missionaries in their home
church assembly for over twenty-five
years.
When I think of my witness to my

“Samaritan” coworker, I think of the
Samaritan woman whom Jesus pur-
posely went to meet at the well. It be-
gan during one of our dreaded de-
partmental enrichment sessions. This
young lady and I were paired to share
something no one else knew about
us. As God would have it, we had
many more conversations after that
retreat in which she confided in me
some of the most private details of
her life.
She felt so bad about her spiritual

condition that she expressed the need
to take a small fire extinguisher to
church with us to attend an Easter
service. That is how wicked she felt
she was. I reassured her that if the

church even I first attended did not ex-
plode, she could rest assured that
God’s house could handle anyone.
For the next four years, God kept

me at that job, and I talked, listened,
shared Scriptures, and watched God
help my coworker turn away from a
toxic lifestyle and relationships to
become a born-again believer. Three
months after her coming to Christ,
my position at work was eliminated,
and I retired. She is now a happily
married mother of two and a leader in
several  ministr ies at  her home
church. 
My witness to the uttermost parts of

the earth involves the doors God
opened for me to write since 2006.
There were common factors in each

of my witnessing experiences. God
would place in me a strong love and
an indescribable compassion for oth-
ers—only a shadow of His love. I
would be given specific words of en-
couragement and Scriptures that
would speak to the person’s situation.
If I grew weary, I would remember the
many patient individuals whom God
had used in my life. The greatest thrill
for me was working with Christ during
the assignments to spread the
gospel.
Throughout the Bible, we see how

God sent people into the lives of indi-
viduals to establish a relationship with
Him and to redeem them. It is good to
know that today He still sends individ-
uals into our lives for the same pur-
pose.
In the beginning, I steered away

from witnessing because I thought I
was not the right person. When God is
seeking someone to send, He is not
looking for the perfect person. He is
seeking someone who is willing to be
an example of what His power can do
in the lives of regular, imperfect peo-
ple.
I count it an honor to be involved in

any part of the Master’s plan. One man
plants, one man waters, but the in-
crease belongs to God (I Cor. 3:7-9).
I think about the hope Christ

brought into my life and see the joy re-
stored in the lives of those whom I had
the honor of witnessing to. I am happy
to say, “Lord, send me” when God is
looking for someone to send. �

Whom Shall I Send?
BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS
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IT is perfect because it glorifies God. When we give thanks to the Lord,
we declare that what He does is good
and perfect. The Apostle Paul con-
firmed this in Romans 8:28—“And we
know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his
purpose.” God’s purpose never
changes because God will always be
who He is—perfect. Change is impos-
sible.
But we mortals need to change and

be transformed into new creations, no
longer burdened by the sinful nature
we inherited from Adam. “Therefore if
any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away; be-
hold, all things are become new”
(II Cor. 5:17).
The greatest thing that anyone can

seek is to be reconciled to God and to
live without the burden of sin that has
separated us from His peace. “For if,
when we were enemies, we were rec-
onciled to God by the death of his Son,
much more, being reconciled, we shall
be saved by his life” (Rom. 5:10).
God’s goodness was evidenced in His
love for all mankind when He sent His
Son to die in our stead. Because of
that, we can now live in the harmony
of God’s love.
This is not something that any of us

could have done alone. We needed a
Saviour, and Jesus came to glorify
the Father by His obedience to the
Cross. “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before or-
dained that we should walk in them”
(Eph. 2:10).
There can be no disagreement with

the thoughts of David when he tells us
“to give thanks unto the Lord” (Ps.
92:1) because He has taken away our
sin, covered us with His mantle of love,
and created new hearts within us: “A
new heart also will I give you, and a
new spirit will I put within you: and I will
take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you an heart of
flesh” (Ezek. 36:26).

When God’s Word speaks of a new
heart, it is speaking of a new person,
one who has been wholly changed in
character. What was once considered
important—fame, wealth, prestige—
no longer controls the desires of one’s
personal pursuits.
The level of a child’s goals are sim-

ple and immediate. An ice-cream cone
is preferred over a sum of money. For
the child, life’s focus is on immediate
gratification and the present. Tomor-
row only brings anxiety and frustra-
tions. So in God’s eyes we are little
children, always wanting our way and
wanting it now.
When our sin is removed and we are

one in Christ, we can see things
through the eyes of eternity. We will
not lust after pleasures that will soon
be gone. The Bible tells us about
Moses’ choice of life’s values in He-
brews 11:24-25. “By faith Moses,
when he was come to years, refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter; choosing rather to suffer af-
fliction with the people of God, than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea-
son.”
There is no debate; sin attracts the

senses of our flesh. We like the latest
clothes, the best seat at the gathering,
and the applause of men. The list goes
on. Sin attracts us where we are—in
the old nature of our lusts.
The child who leaves his home and

seeks the world’s pleasures only ends
up empty and lonely. We too are emp-
ty and lonely when we leave the love
of our father and mother and seek the
love of sin. They wait at the door for
the child to come home, and God
waits for us to come home to where
His arms of love are waiting to receive
us back once again. We see this in the
story of the prodigal son. He strayed
far into sin, but he remembered the
love of his father, who waited to re-
ceive him back again.
Only the perfect love of God can re-

move sin and bring us a sure hope of
better things to come. “Looking for
that blessed hope, and the glorious

appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave him-
self for us, that he might redeem us
from all iniquity, and purify unto him-
self a peculiar people, zealous of good
works” (Titus 2:13-14).
This perfect love of God has carried

us into His heart on the cross of Cal-
vary, and the work of salvation is fin-
ished once and for all. To deny this is
to deny all hope, for it is not any work
we could ever do. It is wholly God’s
work alone; without it, we would be
lost forever.
The Bible tells us in II Corinthians

5:20-21, “Now then we are ambassa-
dors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to
God. For he hath made him to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of
God in him.” Being reconciled to
God, we have a new direction in life—
to follow Jesus. As He was obedient
in all things, so we, through Christ liv-
ing in us, can now live by His Spirit,
which dwells within us. The law now
comes from our new hearts and not
by the letter of the law. “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by
the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal.
2:20).
The work of God in the death and

resurrection of Christ is finished; there
is nothing that we can do to improve
on it. God’s love is the foundation of
our salvation. All glory to His name! A
child who is an orphan and is adopt-
ed into a family becomes heir to all the
rights and privileges of a natural-born
child. So God has adopted us into His
family, and now we are His children.
Hear what the Apostle John said
about this in I John 3:2—“Beloved,
now are we the sons of God, and it
doth not yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when he shall ap-
pear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is.” �

The Perfect Work of Salvation
BY GEORGE A. DOWNES
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THE radiance on my friend’s face 
that afternoon told the whole sto-

ry. She had received the long-awaited
plane tickets from her son, and her
bags were already packed for the two-
week Christmas visit. I also knew that
he was not just my friend’s son but her
“millionaire” son.
“I hope you don’t think I’m boasting

too much about that,” she apologized. 
I immediately replied, “Not at all.

God and caviar get along just fine.”
Did my response make sense?

Knowing that caviar is a food eaten as
a delicacy, perhaps I automatically as-
sociated it with being wealthy. Howev-
er, I also remember thinking of Mary,
the chosen mother of Jesus, who
praised the Lord for regarding her “low
estate” (Luke 1:48).
Because I have accepted Jesus as

my Saviour, I know that God has re-
garded my “low estate” as well by giv-
ing His gift of salvation. Further, I know
that God’s “riches in glory by Christ
Jesus,” as found in Philippians 4:19,
make me “wealthy.”
These riches are a primary part of

what Chr istmas means to me.
Thankfully, I have been given various
opportunities to share my views
about this topic, as I did one morn-
ing while waiting in line at the post
office.
My plan to get there early to beat the

crowd had not worked as expected,
for the lobby seemed to be filled al-
most to capacity. As the parents
Joseph and Mary could find no room
in the inn for them and Baby Jesus
(Luke 2:7), so there seemed to be no
room for me to mail my Christmas
packages at the post office.
I finally did make it to the counter,

and I admit to being highly relieved af-
ter the long wait and various com-
plaints.
Still, I had spoken out as a witness

for the Lord, thanks to the man direct-
ly in front of me. “You certainly look
calm and relaxed standing here in this
long line,” he said. “You must already
have all your Christmas shopping
done.”
“For the most part, I do,” I replied.

“But I’m also calm and relaxed for an-
other reason.”
“Oh, yeah? Well, if it involves not

having any money worries during the
Christmas season, I’m all ears. After
all, money—and how much you have
to spend—is the bottom line.”
“Spending money is exactly what

Christmas is all about,” the woman be-
hind me chimed in. “And you have to
be prepared to do that or be com-
pletely left out.”
“From the world’s standpoint, you

might be left out,” I acknowledged,
“but not from God’s standpoint. With
God, no one is ever left out, except by
choice. God is always with us, and this
is my primary reason for celebrating
Christmas. Christmas is about the
birth of Jesus and the fact that He
came to be our Saviour.”
The man in front of me looked back

and rolled his eyes. “Whew, I’m getting
out of here just in time. Thank good-
ness I don’t have to hear talk like that
from those slowpoke clerks.”
“It wouldn’t be politically correct,”

the woman behind me said with a
chuckle. “Besides, they know Christ-
mas is all about spending money too.”
The clerk’s warm, friendly smile

seemed to tell me otherwise. This be-
came even more apparent as I an-
swered the usual questions about the
contents of my two packages. “No,
there’s nothing fragile, liquid, or flam-
mable,” I replied. “Just delicious
Christmas cookies and a pound cake
I’m sending to my mother.”
I also offered to bring Christmas

cookies to share with her and other
postal workers the next time I came,
and I did just that. I shared with the
staff inside, as well as with the men
working outside on the lawn.
Sharing the good news about Jesus

Christ as Saviour is even more impor-
tant, of course; and every opportunity
counts. One such opportunity came for
me via a recent Christmas celebration
with my family. I had informed everyone
early in December so that the celebra-
tion could take place before the family
got involved with their other activities of
the Christmas season.

My four grandchildren were espe-
cially pleased and excited about the
celebration, for they knew their
names and ages would be written on
the Jesus birthday cake. It would be
like celebrating their birthdays as
well. “Since you know and under-
stand the fact that Jesus came to be
your Saviour, it is fitting that your
names are written on His birthday
cake,” I told them. “And there’s an-
other reason too. You know that Je-
sus is your Friend forever.”
When I placed the order for the

cake, the young lady at the bakery
said it gave her an idea for a Christmas
celebration with her family. “I’ll tell my
parents about it,” she said. “I know
they’ll love it.”
My parents would have liked the

idea too, especially my mother, who
had inspired my idea for our family’s
Happy Birthday, Jesus celebration.
During my childhood, family prayer

time always took place before we were
allowed to open our gifts. As I reflect-
ed on this, I thought of how far we had
strayed from this as well as other
meaningful traditions over the years. I
had hoped that our Happy Birthday,
Jesus celebration would put us back
on track of the true meaning of Christ-
mas, and I think it has.
Hopefully the excitement it generat-

ed will hold for a long time as well, and
this likewise applies for opportunities
to share my views on the meaning of
Christmas. For example, while leaving
the bank a few days ago, I noticed a
man get out of his car and angrily slam
the door. As he walked past me, he
hurled out several words of profanity.
“My ears are hurting,” I replied. “And

I’m sure God’s ears are hurting too.”
“Oh?” he said, glaring at me. “How

can what I say hurt God’s ears?”
I explained, “Well, for starters, God

is always with us. Not physically, of
course,” I quickly added, “but in spir-
it. And God also sent His only Son Je-
sus to be our Saviour. His name is also
‘Emmanuel,’ which means ‘God with
us’” (Matt. 1:23).
The man nodded and smiled.

“Thanks. I’ll try to remember that.” �

What Christmas Means to Me
BY JIMMIE OLIVER FLEMING
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IAM a strong believer in the Sunday 
school ministry. I started my min-

istry over fifty years ago when every-
one was talking about Arthur Flake’s
Five-Step Formula for Sunday school
growth. The steps are:
1. Know the possibilities
2. Enlarge the organization
3. Provide the space
4. Enlist and train the workers
5. Go after the people

This formula for growth worked in
thousands of churches, and I think it
will still work today.
I rode through the bus-ministry days

of the late sixties and early seventies.
In fact, I was assistant director of the
children’s ministry at Thomas Road
Baptist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia.
We were bringing in 600 to 700 chil-
dren for Sunday school and junior
church every Sunday.
I have come to appreciate the home

cell groups. I really got excited when I
visited Global Mission Church in
Seoul, South Korea, a few years ago.
One of my graduates was associate
pastor, with over 400 home cell groups
under his supervision.
I believe in and support Vacation

Bible School, week day clubs, youth
ministry, singles ministry, seniors
ministry, women’s and men’s min-
istry, and so forth. However, I strong-
ly believe the best way to grow a
church is to grow the Sunday school.
This article is about some ways to
grow a Sunday school and thus grow
the church.

MAKE CONTACTS
Contact everybody. I remember

when my daughter was in first grade,
she was in Miss Mary’s Sunday school
class, “Mary’s Little Lambs.” Every
Saturday morning the phone would
ring, and Christie would proudly say,

“That is for me.” She had heard her
two teenage brothers say that many
times. Many Sunday school teachers
used to do that with great success.
Bus-ministry veterans remember

the “call-backs,” when every child on
the bus route got a quick visit on Sat-
urday. The bus captain might say,
“You’ve been present for twelve
straight weeks” or “You’ve missed
three weeks; be ready tomorrow and
come back.” This was one of the keys
of successful bus ministries.
For several years, my wife has been

attending a community Bible study
class on Wednesday mornings. Every
Tuesday morning, her core group
leader calls and ministers and prays
for the family. This works. Contacting
every member says to them that they
are important, that you love them and
will minister to them. It will make a dif-
ference.
Many adult classes are organized

with group captains, care-group lead-
ers, or family ministers. Each would be
assigned about eight to ten members
for ministry.
Contact absentees. Contacting

everybody is best; but if that seems
too much of a task, at least contact
absentees. For several years I was re-
sponsible for all but the teaching of Dr.
Jerry Falwell, Sr.’s Pastors Sunday
school class. We had over 4,000 on
the class roll and an average atten-
dance of 1,600 to 1,800.
Members and visitors were asked to

complete an attendance card, and I
took those home on Sunday. My fam-
ily sorted them into about ten alpha-
betical groups and returned them to
church Sunday night. There a dedicat-
ed group of volunteer secretaries
picked them up, took them home, and
checked attendance for their part of
the class. The class roll cards were
maintained alphabetically, but each

card was given one of about eighty ge-
ographical codes.
As they checked the rolls, they

looked for new people (and added
them to the roll, assigned a geograph-
ical code, and completed a contact
card on that new person) and mem-
bers who had missed three consecu-
tive Sundays—these also got a con-
tact card. We had a class workers
meeting on Wednesday nights before
prayer meeting. Secretaries and about
eighty group leaders were in atten-
dance. The contact cards for absen-
tees and new members were put to-
gether by geographical code and
given to a group leader for the corre-
sponding area. Then the group leaders
made contacts before Sunday, and
the cycle started over on Sunday. This
worked well in a very large class. Al-
most one hundred class members had
a place of ministry, and no one was
overloaded or abused.
In a smaller church, I taught the au-

ditorium Bible class with about one
hundred members. I enlisted ten vol-
unteer group leaders and assigned
them eight to twelve class members to
minister to. Each Sunday, they
checked the attendance for their
group and began contacting the ab-
sentees on Sunday afternoon. They
persisted until the contact was made.
The message was “We missed you.” I
remember stopping to visit a chronic
absentee and said, “We are missing
you.” He responded, “I got the idea.
Joyce calls me every time I’m absent
with that message.”
Contacting absentees will work. If a

person misses five to six Sundays, he
gets out of the habit of coming, and it
can be difficult to get him back. Adult
teachers should not have to do this.
Instead, class members should be en-
listed and given the opportunity to
minister in this way.

Christian Education

Growing Your Sunday School
BY FRANK SCHMITT, ED.D.
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training. I took the youths and adult
teachers, my wife took the preschool
and elementary school teachers,
and we had forty-five minutes of
training.
One church near Lynchburg where I

teach had an interesting plan. They had
a monthly workers meeting on Satur-
day in the banquet room of a restau-
rant. They ate breakfast together and
had about an hour-long meeting led by
the pastor and the Sunday school di-
rector. That was the program for two
months of the quarter; but once each
quarter, they brought in a “profession-
al” Christian educator for two addition-
al hours of training. They had to leave
the room before 11:00 A.M. to avoid the
lunch crowd. I was privileged to be their
teaching guest for several meetings.
This worked well.
Churches need to find a time that

will work to build a team and work hard
at making it profitable for the team
members to attend. This will con-
tribute to Sunday school and church
growth.

OTHER THINGS
Good quality curriculum contributes

to Sunday school growth. A good cur-
riculum will be theologically sound and
in agreement with your church’s doc-
trinal position. It will be age graded,
and the methodology will be age ap-
propriate or pupil centered. The con-
tent will deal with age development
tasks and needs so that the teaching
will be relevant.
Attractive, clean, and well-equipped

classrooms will contribute to Sunday
school growth. There are many Sun-
day school manuals that will provide
help in knowing what equipment is ap-
propriate for the different age-groups,
and they should be used. Sunday
school rooms can be an activator or a
turnoff. By this I mean they can en-
courage visitors to return, become
members, and grow the Sunday
school, or they can help people decide
not to return.

CONCLUSION
Church growth studies indicate that

only 20 to 30 percent of churches are
growing. That should be reversed to
have 70 to 80 percent of churches
growing and only 20 to 30 percent not
growing. A growing Sunday school will
quickly result in a growing church and
is one of the best ways to make that
happen. �

Starting new classes requires that
teachers and class members have a
strong growth mentality. It is a leader’s
responsibility to build and maintain that
mentality. Some teachers can develop a
status quo attitude that harms growth.
When I worked with the children’s

ministry at Thomas Road Baptist
Church, we developed an interesting
problem. We had two departments
for each school grade based on gen-
der. We averaged about sixty stu-
dents in each department, and that
number grew to ninety. We could not
maintain that,  and attendance
dropped back to the sixties. We felt
that we needed to start new depart-
ments, but we did not have the space
to start new boys and girls depart-
ments for every grade.
We sold the concept of having a tri-

al department for each grade that
would be coed. We required depart-
ment leaders in gender-specific de-
partments to observe the new depart-
ments. At the end of one year, the
decision was made to make all the de-
partments coed and to maintain the
new departments. This allowed for
significant growth. New units will as-
sist with growth.

BUILD A TEAM OF WORKERS
You do not want “every man [to do]

that which was right in his own eyes”
(Judg. 21:25). Teachers need to be
trained to teach, and all the workers
need to meet together to plan, coordi-
nate, and evaluate. Meetings are nec-
essary for this to happen. Many larger
churches have a Wednesday night
teachers meeting for Sunday school
workers. Part of the meeting is devot-
ed to training and part to planning, co-
ordinating, and evaluating. This is a
time to motivate workers and to rec-
ognize extraordinary performance.
The minister of education or senior
pastor and Sunday school director
should carefully plan the administra-
tion part of the meeting. The teacher-
training time needs to be done, most
of the time, by age divisions: pre-
 school, elementary school, youths,
and adults.
In a smaller church where I served

as pastor, we had a monthly workers
meeting in a home. The Sunday
school director and I planned for
thirty minutes of planning, coordi-
nating, evaluating, and motivating.
Then we had light refreshments and
divided into two groups for teacher

GROUP MOST ADULT CLASSES
BY AGE
Accountability is very important,

and when you have three classes—
one for students ages twenty to thirty-
nine, one for students ages forty to
fifty-nine, and one for those sixty and
up—there is no question about where
a new person should go or who is re-
sponsible for reaching out to an un-
reached person.
Age-graded classes encourage

teaching to meet needs, as people of
similar ages will have similar needs.
Elective classes have become popu-
lar, but teachers see themselves as
teaching a topic, not people. If a mem-
ber decides the class is not what he
expected, he drops out. No one no-
tices or does anything about it, and
soon the member is lost to the pro-
gram.
Dr. Falwell talked about and wrote

about his Sunday school class when
he was a college student. He built a
class from one to almost one hundred
in one year—mostly because he went
to parks, playgrounds, and anywhere
he could find a fourth-grade boy to en-
courage him to come to Sunday
school. He felt accountable for reach-
ing fourth-grade boys. This sense of
accountability needs to be felt by adult
teachers.

START NEW CLASSES
Starting new classes was an impor-

tant part of Flake’s Formula. There is
no way that you can grow a Sunday
school without adding new classes.
The last church I pastored saw its Sun-
day school grow from less than twen-
ty students to more than sixty, but in
that process we went from five Sunday
school classes to twelve. You need to
look for classes that have grown to the
point of needing to start a new class
from within. Another way is to take two
classes and regroup them into three
classes.
Harry Piland was director of the

Sunday school program of the South-
ern Baptist Convention. He told of a
good way to start adult classes. He
taught an adult class and worked to
make it grow. But his job required a lot
of weekend travel; so he enlisted a
class member to be his assistant and
substitute teach when he was away.
When the class got large enough, he
suggested that some go with the as-
sistant to start a new class, and the cy-
cle began again.
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AFTER forty days of fasting in the 
wilderness, Jesus was tempted

by Satan to turn stones into bread not
just to satisfy His hunger but also to
prove that He was the Son of God. Je-
sus’ response was “It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4).
The Word of God has always been

vital to the life of God’s people, both to
Israel in Old Testament times and to
the church in New Testament times,
including the present day. And the
manner in which that Word is
preached and taught in the public as-
sembly of the church is equally vital,
for a person’s understanding of God’s
Word has a direct relationship on how
he lives.
Three distinct types of preaching

are identifiable in our churches today.
Topical preaching strings a series of
Bible passages together to support a
particular biblical or theological
theme. Textual preaching starts with a
brief passage of Scripture and uses it
as a launchpad for whatever subject
the speaker wants to address. Expos-
itory preaching works through whole
Bible books, seeking to exposit, or ex-
plain, each passage so as to maximize
understanding of both the individual
passages and the Bible book as a
whole.
While one can argue that any of

these methods is a legitimate form to
proclaim God’s Word, I am convinced
that expository preaching has distinct
advantages over the other two. There
are seven such advantages of expos-
itory preaching.
1. Expository preaching magnifies

God’s Word. King David wrote, “I will
worship toward thy holy temple, and

praise thy name for thy lovingkind-
ness and for thy truth: for thou hast
magnified thy word above all thy
name” (Ps. 138:2). If God Himself has
magnified His Word, how much more
should we?
Expository preaching grants God’s

Word its proper place of honor and
leads us to worship the way that
David described. It is the logical
practice of a conviction that God’s
Word is inerrant, infallible, and au-
thoritative and that it has the power
to renew our minds and transform
our behavior.
2. Expository preaching most

closely mimics the teaching method-
ology of the early church. The teach-
ing practice of the early church fol-
lowed closely the practice of the
Jewish synagogue. A central part of
their public worship services was the
reading of Scripture. Initially, this
would have been the Old Testament,
for it was the Bible of Jesus and the
apostles. But subsequently, the writ-
ings of the apostles and their associ-
ates also came to be recognized as
God’s Word and were read alongside
the Old Testament. When Paul com-
manded Timothy to “give attendance
to reading, to exhortation, to doc-
trine” (I Tim. 4:13), he was speaking
of the public reading and teaching of
Scripture. Several of the New Testa-
ment letters include references to
their publ ic reading (Col.  4:16;
I Thess. 5:27; Rev. 1:3). It is most like-
ly that the entire letter was read dur-
ing a single meeting.
Expository preaching is, in effect,

an expanded reading of Scripture. It
sticks close to the text, drawing its
outline and main points directly from
it. It takes special pains to make clear

what is difficult to understand, bridg-
ing the gaps between the original au-
dience of the Bible writer and the ex-
positor’s audience. It traces the
argument of the entire Bible book
from passage to passage, enabling
context to control interpretation and
maximizing the comprehension of the
hearers.
3. Expository preaching facilitates

the teaching of the whole counsel of
God. As Paul was headed back to
Jerusalem at the end of his third mis-
sionary journey, he stopped in Miletus
and summoned the elders of the Eph-
esian church there. Paul had spent
three years in Ephesus (Acts 20:31),
longer than any other city where he
ministered, and he no doubt knew
these men well. Thinking he would not
see them again, he declared, “Where-
fore I take you to record this day, that
I am pure from the blood of all men.
For I have not shunned to declare unto
you all the counsel of God” (vss. 26-
27).
Much of Paul’s apostolic preaching

was on the kingdom of God and would
have been drawn from the Old Testa-
ment, pointing to Jesus Christ as the
fulfillment of the messianic promises.
Yet he was also the primary agent of
new revelation concerning the mys-
tery of the church as Jew and Gentile
in one body. His ministry of the revela-
tion of God was a fully orbed and com-
prehensive one.
In similar fashion, a commitment to

expository preaching compels the
preacher to teach the whole counsel of
God. God’s Word is a progressive rev-
elation. Not only must the message of
each Bible book be understood, but
so too must the story line that runs
from Genesis to Revelation. The best

The Pastor’s Study

The Advantages of Expository Preaching
BY FRANK PASS
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proach misses the fact that the Word
of God is relevant to every generation
and every culture because it comes
from the Creator and Judge of all.
The Bible teacher who faithfully ex-
plains the text of the Scriptures can
have a ministry that extends well be-
yond the boundaries of his own
country because his focus is to pro-
claim the Word of God, not his own
message.
A commitment to expository

preaching does not mean that all bib-
lical literature should be preached and
taught in the same way. Some texts,
like the Psalms, can be taught very ef-
fectively just through an appropriate,
public reading without additional com-
ment. The Epistles should be divided
and taught in logical thought units,
typically paragraphs, tracing the line
of thought that connects the para-
graphs and runs through the whole let-
ter. Biblical narrative, which makes up
so much of the Old Testament and the
Gospels, must be taught in larger sec-
tions, allowing the whole story to make
its own main points.
As the exception that proves the

rule, perhaps Proverbs is the only
book that provides maximum benefit
through a topical arrangement. Old
Testament and New Testament survey
classes can also be invaluable in
teaching the big picture of the Bible’s
story line.
In his final letter to Timothy, the

Apostle Paul wrote as a prisoner of
Rome. He knew that the time of his de-
parture had come. The main theme of
his letter was an exhortation to Timo-
thy to carry on faithfully the ministry of
God’s Word after Paul’s death. A sig-
nificant summary of that exhortation
comes in II Timothy 4:1-2: “I charge
thee therefore before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the
quick and the dead at his appearing
and his kingdom; preach the word; be
instant in season, out of season; re-
prove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuf-
fering and doctrine.”
It is the Word of God that will feed

and grow His people to maturity. The
job of the teachers whom Christ has
appointed in His church is to deliver
that Word, in its entirety, as clearly and
accurately as possible. The best way
to do that is through systematic Bible
exposition. May the Lord use His ser-
vants to provide that kind of instruc-
tion to His people, faithfully feeding
the flock until the Chief Shepherd re-
turns. �

my seminary professors used to say,
“Don’t make an outline for your mes-
sage; find the inspired outline that is in
the text.”
6. Expository preaching promotes

biblical literacy, equipping believers
for the work of the ministry. As be-
lievers understand more and more of
God’s truth, they are sanctified by
that truth. A person will live out what
he is fully convinced of in his own
mind. This, in turn, promotes genuine
unity around sound doctrine in a local
body of believers and love governed
by truth. Expository preaching also
encourages a strong, ongoing ap-
petite for God’s Word and ongoing
spiritual growth.
I can attest to this from my own life.

I believed in Christ as an eleven-year-
old boy at the end of a Vacation Bible
School in the church I had attended
from early childhood. Though I had
many faithful Sunday school teachers
and others who loved me and want-
ed me to grow, the teaching in the
church was topical and textual, jump-
ing from place to place in the Bible
each week. I spent more than twenty
years in that same church, and it was
all I knew. I understood the gospel
and the basics of the Christian life,
but I did not know the Word of God
well at all.
With that background, I can remem-

ber when I first started listening to a
Bible expositor on cassette tapes dur-
ing my daily commute to work. What a
difference! I began to understand
God’s Word, His character, and His
plan much better. This created a long-
ing in me to know more and to serve
Him more faithfully. The Lord gave me
such a desire for His Word that I even-
tually left my job as an engineer for
seminary training and subsequently
went into a vocational ministry of
God’s Word myself.
7. Expository preaching is transfer-

able to the church in any culture. Top-
ical and textual preaching are often
driven by a desire to be “relevant” to
contemporary society. These types of
preaching employ many stories and il-
lustrations in the belief this will help
people see how the message is rele-
vant and applicable to them. Such a
message is thus limited to those who
live in the particular culture in which it
is given, as the stories and illustrations
are often not transferable to another
culture.
But the thinking behind this ap-

way to ensure such understanding is
through thorough, systematic instruc-
tion that pays close attention to how
later revelation builds on earlier reve-
lation.
4. Expository preaching transforms

the preacher. Preparation for exposi-
tory preaching is hard work! It requires
diligent study, including the historical
background and circumstances in
which a particular book was penned,
the original languages of Scripture,
and multiple commentaries written by
men who have studied the book in
depth. But when that work is ap-
proached prayerfully and with de-
pendence upon the Holy Spirit, it pays
rich dividends.
By continual exposure to the Word

of God through such weekly prepara-
tion, the preacher comes to know God
and His plan better for himself first and
seeks to practice what he preaches.
Then he is able to teach it to others.
This follows the example of Ezra, one
of the earliest Bible expositors we
meet in Scripture: “For Ezra had pre-
pared his heart to seek the law of the
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Is-
rael statutes and judgments” (Ezra
7:10). As the expository preacher does
this over a period of years, his theo-
logical well gets deeper and deeper.
His life is transformed by the Word of
God, and he can be used by God to
transform the lives of others through
His Word.
5. Expository preaching ensures

that the hearers are hearing God’s
Word, not man’s. As noted above,
both textual and topical preaching
employ the Word of God at some lev-
el. Yet the audiences of preachers
who employ these methods are al-
ways susceptible to hearing more
from the preacher and his ideas than
from the Word of God. This is espe-
cially true for textual preaching,
which uses a Scripture passage only
as a gateway to introduce whatever
the speaker wants to address. But
even topical preaching, which strings
together numerous Bible passages in
support of a single topic, is often
guilty of “proof-texting” the preach-
er’s own ideas.
Expository preaching emphasizes

the centrality of context, both for in-
terpretation and for proclamation. It
sticks close to the line of thought em-
ployed by the original writer and seeks
to make that clear, thus enabling a bet-
ter grasp of the whole book. As one of



Come to Bethlehem
BY J. HAROLD GWYNNE

Oh, come to Bethlehem and see
What humble shepherds saw: 

A stable rude and Infant laid
Upon a bed of straw.

Oh, come to Bethlehem and hear
What favored shepherds heard:

Good tidings of the Saviour’s birth
Proclaimed by angel’s word.

Oh, come to Bethlehem and find
What those who traveled far

Discovered at their journey’s end
Beneath His guiding star.

Oh, come to Bethlehem and kneel,
As wise men knelt of old,

To worship Him and offer gifts
of incense, myrrh, and gold.

Oh, come to Bethlehem with haste;
Then leave this holy ground

To tell a needy, troubled world
What you, in Christ, have found. �

Although they came at different times—the shepherds, the wise men, and all the believers ever since—
the abiding truth is that all people need to come to Bethlehem and find the Saviour.


