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January 12, 2014—Read Luke 6:27. Our world is full of
enemies, and the follower of Christ will have his share, just
as Jesus did. We do not condone their actions, but Jesus
taught that our response is not to seek revenge and re-
taliation. Instead, we are to show generosity, kindness,
and love. In other words, “do good to them which hate
you.”
January 19, 2014—Read Luke 14:11. Note the univer-

sal law of exaltation and humility: the way up is always
down, but it must be genuine. We love to see humility in
others, but we are seldom eager to truly learn it ourselves.
Too often we are involved in our own special game of mu-
sical chairs as we seek recognition and honor.
January 26, 2014—Read Luke 16:31. People tend to

be fascinated with the spectacular. Jesus did raise a man
from the dead (John 11) and then rose Himself. Did the
people rush to repent? No. They sought to kill Lazarus
(12:10) and quickly denied Jesus’ resurrection. The re-
vealed Word of the living God was, is, and ever will be en-
tirely sufficient for faith and life.
February 2, 2014—Read James 1:22. Hearing enlight-

ens our minds. This information must be put into action
for it to do us any good. A doer of the Word is one who
demonstrates the reality of a life transformed by the grace
of God. We choose what we hear, and then we choose to
obey. Anything less is self-deceiving, foolish, and disas-
trous.
February 9, 2014—Read James 2:8. Loving one’s

neighbor is called the royal or sovereign law because it is
the supreme mandate of relationships. Society would
have no need for its myriad of complex laws if people sim-
ply loved one another as God taught from the beginning
(Lev. 19:18; cf. John 15:12; Gal. 5:14; I John 4:20).
February 16, 2014—Read James 2:26. James con-

cluded that a faith that does not produce a changed life
is like a corpse. We can see when a person stops breath-
ing. We cannot see faith per se; we can only see what it
produces. So if our faith produces nothing, it means that
we are still spiritually dead.
February 23, 2014—Read James 3:10. God created

our tongue to be an instrument of blessing. With it we can
honor God with our praise, witness to the unsaved, and
encourage the sorrowful. Regrettably, the same instru-
ment can slander, gossip, criticize, and say things that
dishonor God and break people’s hearts. In an under-
statement, James wrote, “These things ought not so to
be.” �

December 1, 2013—Read Luke 1:31. Out of all the
Jewish women, Mary was chosen and given grace to
bring the promised Messiah into the world. Though she
was a virgin, God would work a miracle, and she would
have a son. Jesus was a common name that meant “Je-
hovah is salvation,” and He would perfectly bear it and
perfectly fulfill it by suffering and dying on the cross of Cal-
vary.

December 8, 2013—Read Luke 1:46-47.Mary was just
a young woman, but she was quite familiar with the Scrip-
tures and the God of her fathers. She spoke of God as
powerful, holy, merciful, and sovereign. He satisfies the
needs of His people. She praised God for the opportuni-
ty to be “the handmaid of the Lord” (vs. 38), and she ac-
knowledged God as her Saviour.

December 15, 2013—Read Luke 1:76-77. Zacharias
had spent nine long, silent months anticipating the glori-
ous day when he would hold a son in his arms. His exul-
tation, however, focused on the Most High God and the
coming Messiah, who would provide what his nation and
people so desperately needed—“the remission of their
sins.”

December 22, 2013—Read Luke 2:7. Joseph andMary
managed, even though there was “no room for them in the
inn.” Jesus lived His life without a place to lay His head
(Matt. 8:20). However, there was room on the cross, and
that makes all the difference in the world. When He came,
the world did not know Him; His own did not receive Him
(John 1:10-11). But when we make room in our hearts, He
is pleased to enter with salvation.

December 29, 2013—Read Luke 2:30-31. Simeon was
looking at a month-old baby, but he saw with the eyes of
faith God’s promised Messiah, Redeemer of the whole
world. He did not know how this salvation would be ac-
complished (through the Cross and resurrection), but he
was absolutely certain because of God’s revelation to
him.

January 5, 2014—Read Luke 6:9. The scribes and
Pharisees were only interested in what was “lawful.” They
had no real concern for the afflicted man. Of course it was
lawful to do good on the Sabbath, as on every other day
of the week. Not to do so would be “to do evil.” While Je-
sus was seeking to help (do good to) this man, the Jew-
ish leaders were seeking to destroy Him (Matt. 12:14;
Mark 3:6).
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ACOMMERCIAL Christmas creeps
up on me like a common cold. I

am never ready for it. Thankfully, the
commercial Christmas has no post-
nasal drip. My wife assures me that,
like a cold, it will be over before I know
it. My wife forgets that advertisers be-
gin their Christmas campaigns the day
after Halloween!
By Thanksgiving Day, my wife has

already completed her Christmas
shopping. She tucks the gifts away in
places Homeland Security could not
find. This is to prevent my shaking, rat-
tling, or squeezing wrapped articles,
whether they have my name on them
or are for someone else.
If preparation for the holiday season

means anything to me, it is to get out of
town for a few days. I thought this might
be the year to run down to the lake,
where we managed to escape the holly
and the tinsel for a week. Hmm—how

long agowas that?Mywife and I invited
our two married daughters to join us.
Their husbands were unable to come
along.Weplanned tobeback forChrist-
mas Eve and Christmas Day.
Our accommodations were a short

drive from the lake, as well as the
restaurants, quaint stores, and bou-
tiques. A surprising number of Chris-
tian music venues were scattered
through the town. The chamber of
commerce must have ordered snow,
for it fell heavily early every day. It was
cold too. Of course, there was a mid-
night parade with Santas everywhere.
I recall a message I heard years ago

by Reverend R. I. Humberd of Flora, In-
diana. He asked, “How would you feel
if you were God and man celebrated
the birth of Your Son with a fat man in a
red suit who cries out ‘Ho, ho, ho’ and
a few months later commemorates the
resurrection of Your Son with a rabbit

that lays chocolate eggs?”
Frankly, I felt like I was freezing to

death the night of the parade. There I
stood, stamping my feet on the curb
and longing for bed.
I ventured, “Honey, let’s stay home

and turn this Christmas season into a
learning experience. We can look into
the Old Testament to get the true
background to the great advent of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” She agreed!

WHERE DOES THE CHRISTMAS
STORY BEGIN?
It begins way back in Genesis. Our

first parents, Adam and Eve, had
sinned and were fugitives from God.
God called out, “Where art thou?”
(3:9). The sinners were exposed—and
Satan with them. In the judgment that
followed, Satan was told that the seed
of the woman would bruise his head—
a blow that would one day write a fin-
ish to the wicked one’s career (vs. 15).
Clearly, the countdown to Christmas

began with “the seed of the woman.” It
would be a birth event. J. Barton Payne
wrote, “By His curse on Eve, namely,
that of childbirth, He established the
verymeans thatwould produce the sav-
ing ‘seed’” (The Theology of the Older
Testament, Zondervan). Eve apparently
understood the message, for she greet-
ed her firstborn, Cain, with the tri-
umphant note “I have gotten aman from
the Lord” (Gen. 4:1). Did Eve think Cain
fulfilled God’s promise? Cain was not
the promised Saviour. It would take long
centuries of waiting for the expected
One.
Abraham was told of a great day

coming through his seed (Gen. 12:3).
That message was confirmed to Isaac
(26:4). “It was only to Jacob on his way
to Haran (28:14) that God for the first
time revealed, explicitly, that all the
families of the earth would be blessed
in this seed that was to come” (Payne).
We would hardly expect to see an

added dimension to the Christmas
story from the lips of the hireling Bal-
aam, but he did speak God’s message
of blessing on the children of Israel. He
said that the seed of the womanwould
be of royal birth. Balaam spoke of a
“Star” and a “Sceptre” rising out of Ja-
cob. He said, “I shall see him, but not
now” (Num. 24:17).
Dr. Payne commented that Bal-

An Old Testament Christmas
BY LYLE P. MURPHY, D.D.

OVER the years, my family has tak-
en a number of trips to caverns.

One of the typical things that occurs
on those tours is having the guide turn
off all the lights that have been in-
stalled in the cavern for tours. The
guide then instructs people to wave a
hand in front of their faces. Of
course—as many of you have proba-
bly experienced also—the tourists can
not see anything at all—not even their
own hands. This activity demonstrates
how totally in the dark people are.
Thankfully, the lights are always turned
back on so that they can see again.
Darkness once covered the earth as

it awaited the Lord’s creative power to
transform it and bring light and life
(Gen. 1). That light shone in a garden
full of life, peace, and perfection.
But then a figure of darkness cast its

shadow and became the catalyst for
man’s fall into sin and death. Sin was

like a wall built between the source of
light and mankind, who “sat in dark-
ness” and “sat in the region and shad-
ow of death” (Matt. 4:16). Through the
centuries, man grew more sinful and
ignorant of God. The darkness grew
thicker.
Breaking through that darkness and

death has come a great Light. The
hope of a Saviour was the beacon that
shone throughout the Old Testament
(cf. Isa. 60:1-2) and was fulfilled in the
New Testament. Jesus Christ is the
Light that delivers us from the power
of sin and death.
At this time of year, we hope that you

will look deeper into the meaning of
Christmas—past all the gifts, decora-
tions, and lights—to see the Light of
the World. He is the true Light that can
rescue us from darkness. If you have
been wandering, looking for light, Je-
sus Christ is that Light. �

From the Editor’s Desk

Your Light Has Come!
BY DON RUFF
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Isaiah was chosen among all the
prophets to present the great King.
“For unto us a child is born, unto us a
son is given: and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,
The mighty God, The everlasting Fa-
ther, The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).
The brilliant expositor G. Campell

Morgan called this passage “the glori-
ous picture of the Coming Deliverer,
with the equally glorious record of the
results of His Coming. It is one of the
greatest Messianic passages in the
Old Testament” (An Exposition of the
Whole Bible, Fleming H. Revell).
We would do well to ask, Who is the

“us” in “unto us a child is born”? (Isa.
9:6). F. C. Jennings replied, “‘Unto us’
refers beyond all question to the only
nation ever elected as a nation—the
only people among whom the prophet
put himself in saying ‘unto us’” (Stud-
ies in Isaiah, Loiseaux).
This greatest of prophecies contin-

ues with the words “Of the increase of
his government and peace there shall
be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and
to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even for ever.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will per-
form this” (Isa. 9:7).
At the birth of the Messiah Jesus,

the angels confirmed that the birth
promised in Isaiah would be “to all
people” (Luke 2:10), meaning theGen-
tiles. A non-Jew, a child of God by faith
in Jesus Christ, is included in the
promise of Isaiah 9.
The extra blessings of Christmas for

me are the simple little treats of the
season that make up for the imitation
commercial holiday. Those are such
things as marshmallows on the sweet
potatoes at the Christmas dinner, a red
bow for the dog, and, yes, the tree of
pagan origin, trimmed and lighted,
adds something special to the home.
Gifts I could not find suddenly appear.
My eldest daughter and son-in-law

give me a box of chocolate-covered
cherries each Christmas. They say it is
a tradition for them now. It is special to
them and to me.
When we consider the extra bless-

ing of the Old Testament Christmas
story, we have to look more closely at
the titles and the powers our Messiah
brought to the world. “The govern-
ment shall be upon his shoulder” (Isa.
9:6). That far-reaching responsibility
requires a “Wonderful, Counsellor.”

gardless of its origin (vs. 11). Ahaz re-
fused the sign—an unwise refusal
passed off as piety (vs. 12).
God had a sign for Ahaz and for us:

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and
bear a son, and shall call his name Im-
manuel” (Isa. 7:14). This takes us a
long step toward Christmas! We have
been told the means by which David’s
Son would break into human history. It
would be by a virgin birth! And nowwe
know He would be God’s gift—He
would be “Immanuel,” “God with us.”
Micah, Isaiah’s younger contempo-

rary, the rural Judean prophet, was a
powerful man of God. On one occa-
sion he spoke out against Jerusalem.
Years later, city residents were ready
to kill Jeremiah for unwanted prophe-
cy. Memories of Micah’s words about
the city’s sin spared Jeremiah.
Micahwas chosen by the Lord to give

us the next piece of the Old Testament
Christmas puzzle. He prophesied, “But
thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou
be little among the thousands of Judah,
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose go-
ings forth have been from of old, from
everlasting” (Mic. 5:2).
Now we have the town where the

virgin would bear God’s Immanuel! If
there was any question about Im-
manuel being a full Member of the
Godhead, it is cleared up in the decla-
ration that He is God “from everlast-
ing” (Mic. 5:2), which can be translat-
ed “from the days of eternity.”
We can only imagine how Isaiah re-

joiced in this prophecy given by his
country partner, Micah. The stage was
set for the tremendous prophecy of
the exact nature, titles, and ministry of
this long-sought divine Prince.

aam’s words in Numbers 24:17 that a
scepter would rise out of Israel and
smite the corners of Moab “can have
reference only to the final Messiah.”
David figures prominently in our un-

folding messianic drama, for we see in
him an emerging royal family. Psalm 2:7
relates, “I will declare the decree: the
Lord hath said unto me, Thou art my
Son; this day have I begotten thee.”

THE CHRISTMAS STORY GROWS!
Isaiah had a reputation in the neigh-

borhood. It seems likely he lived near
the temple. He wore coarse linen or
sackcloth that branded him as a
prophet—and an eccentric one. He
spoke beautifully, but women had
problems with a couple of his mes-
sages (Isa. 3:16-26; 32:9-12).
Isaiah was not called upon for role-

playing in prophecy to the degree
Ezekiel would be later on. He did, how-
ever, walk “naked and barefoot” (Isa.
20:2), dramatizing the certain fate of
Judeanswho thought Egyptwould save
their nation from the Assyrians (cf. vs. 3).
King Ahaz of Judah was the leader of

a faction that felt Assyriawas theanswer
to the meanest people in his neighbor-
hood, Rezin of Syria and Pekah of near-
by Israel (Isa. 7:1-2). God offered assur-
ance that their threats would come to
nothing, but Ahaz was too far from the
Lord. Like Israel, he was spiritually deaf
and blind.
Isaiah and his son Shear-jashub

werewith Ahaz at the upper pool of the
Jerusalem water supply (Isa. 7:3).
Ahaz had played dumb about the
promise that there was nothing to fear
from Judah’s neighbors. God, in His
grace, pressed on with an offer of a
sign. The king could ask for a sign re- (Continued on page 15)
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AS we approach the beginning of a
new year, it is a perfect opportu-

nity to take a closer look at where we
stand in our Christian faith. This is a
time to reexamine our present level of
spiritual growth as Christians. It may
also be a time to review our priorities.
The pilgrimage of a new Christian is

compared to the development of a
baby into an adult. We are encouraged
“as newborn babes, [to] desire the sin-
cere milk of the word, that [we] may
grow thereby” (I Pet. 2:2). We are to
grow in the knowledge of God so that
we will not be like immature children,
swayed by every doctrine that comes
along (Eph. 4:13-14).
Pilgrims make progress. There are

some Christians who cannot be called
“pilgrims” because they never make
any progress. Christianity is not a life
insurance policy from which one ben-
efits only by dying. The goal is a life of
spiritual maturity.
Fully aware that we all have room for

growth in our Christian lives, we will
take a fresh look at how we are doing.
As we examine our current situation,
we will then set definite goals for im-
provement in the coming year.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Examine

yourselves, whether ye be in the faith”
(II Cor. 13:5). To better assess our sit-
uation, we will focus on these three
questions: Am I learningmore of God’s
Word? Am I on the path to spiritual
maturity? Am I an obedient Christian?

AM I LEARNING MORE OF GOD’S
WORD?
It is no secret that we gain more

knowledge about God and His ways
by reading the Bible. However, when
we read and study the Bible, our intent
should not be only to gain information.
When our hearts and minds are

open and we have a desire to know
God better, we read the Scriptures to
be changed. “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, through-
ly furnished unto all good works”
(II Tim. 3:16-17).
When we read Scripture, we can fo-

cus on what it means, or the interpre-
tation. This is a more in-depth look at
the intent of the book’s author and
what he says. The historical setting of
the book also offers a valuable per-
spective into the content.
Having studied the Scripture verses,

we can then focus on what they mean
for us. How should they affect our
lives? Studying these biblical truths il-
luminates our understanding of God
and His will for our lives.
In Psalm 119 the psalmist asked how

a person can keep his way pure. He re-
sponded soon after, saying, “By taking
heed thereto according to thy word. . . .
Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against thee” (vss. 9, 11).
God will honor us as we set aside the

Lord’s Day for learning more of His
Word.We canmeet with others in a cor-
porate worship setting in a local church.
It is important to attend a church that

teaches the good news of Jesus Christ.
This is the news that He died and took
the penalty that we deserve for our sin.
We know that three days later, Christ
came back to life, triumphant over sin
and death. The eternal Son of God has
provided away for us to be free from the
penalty andpower of sin. By trusting Je-
sus Christ as our Saviour, we are freely
justified before God.

Daily devotional reading and study
certainly benefit us. They help us be
more aware of our daily behavior and
how it aligns with God’s instruction for
us. We grow by learning, understand-
ing, and applying God’s Word in our
lives. Our thinking changes as we
study the teachings of Scripture.
It is a worthy goal to make it a habit

to spend time daily reading fromGod’s
Word. First we make our habits; then
our habits make us.
Are we continually growing in the

knowledge of God’s Word? If not, what
can we do to engage ourselves in this
pursuit? Record your answer as a goal
to keep. The more we know God, the
wiser we will be.

AM I ON THE PATH TO SPIRITUAL
MATURITY?
It is wonderful to know that God has

provided a way for us to have eternal
communion with Him. Not one of us is
born without fault. We can believe this
promise: “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unright-
eousness” (I John 1:9).
Wemust not be content to sit on this

promise, however. In his book The
Cost of Discipleship (Touchstone), Di-
etrich Bonhoeffer reminded us that al-

Three Important Questions About Our
Christian Growth

BY DEBORAH NAYROCKER, M.ED.
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turity? If we arewandering, what canwe
change to get back on the path?Record
two goals to help in this area.

AM I AN OBEDIENT CHRISTIAN?
It is good to be a Christian and know

it. But it is better to be one and show it!
Jesus said that those who heard the

Word of God and kept it would be
blessed (Luke 11:28). When we live as
obedient Christians, we have peace of
mind. “And the work of righteousness
shall be peace; and the effect of right-
eousness quietness and assurance for
ever” (Isa. 32:17).
Obedience is doing what God wants

us to do because we trust Him. Jesus
said, “He that hathmy commandments,
andkeepeth them,he it is that lovethme:
and he that loveth me shall be loved of
my Father, and I will love him, and will
manifestmyself tohim” (John14:21).We
have the power of His presence.

side out. Without this real transforma-
tion, our efforts to do the right things
are efforts of the flesh.
Paul described this process with

these words: “And be not conformed
to this world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that yemay
prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God” (Rom.
12:2).
Spiritual formation is not a private

matter. God (or the absence of God) in
our lives is revealed in one way or an-
other. Who we are affects how we re-
late to others.
Likewise, our relationship to others

affects our relationship with God.
It is important to socialize with oth-

ers who are true Christians. If we fel-
lowship with other believers, we are
sustained. In turn, we sustain them.
Believers who are committed to fol-

lowing God will choose to engage in
activities that contribute to their spiri-
tual growth. They will avoid those ac-
tivities that hinder them from being
faithful and fruitful followers.
The Apostle Peter referred to believ-

ers as pilgrims. “Dearly beloved, I be-
seech you as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul” (I Pet. 2:11).
Barna Research Group tracks cul-

tural changes as they relate to faith
and values. Sadly, recent research
shows that spiritual practices among
self-proclaimed Christians are shift-
ing. Here are two findings of the poll:
1. Traditional ventures such as inte-
grating discipline and regimen in
personal faith development are
becoming less popular.

2. Rigidity of belief—which includes
the notion that there are absolute
moral and spiritual truths—is per-
ceived by a large (and growing)
share of young people to be evi-
dence of closed-mindedness
(“Barna Finds Four Mega-Themes
in Recent Research,” December
3, 2007, barna.org).

As parents, we may underestimate
the influence we have on our children.
Are we helping them develop a
stronger relationship with God? We
must play a more important and big-
ger role in teaching our children to
have a sound, biblical worldview. We
are reminded of our duty in Proverbs
22:6: “Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it.”
Areweon thepath to renewalandma-

though grace is free, it is not cheap.
We must move forward on our path

to maturity. When Jesus met the men
who would become His disciples, He
asked something of them. He chal-
lenged them to follow Him. He asked
them to take action. Christians are the
light of the world, but the switch must
be turned on. Too often new believers
think that now they must simply wait
for God to somehow change them.
God’s plans for our lives require our
participation.
I have met people who say they are

Christians, yet the choices they have
made or the way they treat others
seems to contradict what they say.
They continue to live immoral lives and
justify it in their own eyes. Some will
treat others unkindly and angrily, not
showing love or patience.
In his book Celebration of Discipline

(Harper Collins), Richard Foster ex-
plained: “The grace of God is un-
earned and unearnable, but if we ever
expect to grow in grace, we must pay
the price of a consciously chosen
course of action . . . We must always
remember that the path does not pro-
duce the change; it only places us
where the change can occur.”
A central discipline of spiritual ma-

turity is prayer. Prayer is communion
with God. We have the Holy Spirit
dwelling in us (Rom. 8:9), and His Spir-
it prompts us to pray and establish a
bond with God our Father (Gal. 4:6).
Just as a child desires a relationship
with his earthly father, so children of
God desire a personal relationship
with their Heavenly Father.
When we pray to God, we acknowl-

edge our dependence on Him. In the
New Testament we read about differ-
ent aspects of prayer. Paul listed these
in I Timothy 2:1: “I exhort therefore,
that, first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men.”
The act of praying brings about a

close walk with God. It strengthens
our faith. It cleanses our motives.
Our inner being is changed from

worldliness as our intent is to be char-
acterized by our Lord. We are remind-
ed that “the fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance” (Gal. 5:22-23). We can enjoy the
fruit of a disciplined life.
Our worldly habits and feelings

change as we follow Christ’s example.
God creates in us a new heart and a
new life. He changes us from the in-

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit andWord of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

(Continued on page 17)
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Presidents’ Day has a somewhat

complicated history. It all began as
people celebrated George Washing-
ton’s birthday in the late eighteenth
century, while he was still president. In
1885, President Chester Arthur signed
a bill making February 22 an official
federal holiday.
Then there was Abraham Lincoln.

After his assassination on April 14,
1865, people wanted to remember
him on his birthday (February 12). This
date never became a federal holiday,
but many states outside the old con-
federacy celebrated it as a legal holi-
day. Maybe this is why we kids felt
cheated when we got only one holiday
in February—Washington’s birthday.
Congress passed the uniform Mon-

day Holiday Act in 1968. This moved
the official observance of Washing-
ton’s birthday from February 22 to the
third Monday in February.
Some wanted to change the name

of the holiday to Presidents’ Day in
honor of both Lincoln and Washing-
ton, but Congress rejected the pro-
posal. The holiday officially remains
Washington’s Birthday.
There is a popular misconception

that the day has been officially re-
named to honor both Lincoln and
Washington or all the presidents com-
bined. At any rate, how do we cele-
brate or honor a president or presi-
dents on Presidents’ Day, which can
occur between February 15 and Feb-
ruary 21 but never on the twenty-sec-

ond or the twelfth?
Do you bake a cake, decorate it with

candles, and sing a happy birthday
song? Probably not. Today it seems
that Presidents’ Day is only a welcome
holiday in the middle of February. It
has become part of a marketing
scheme to entice shoppers to special
three-day or weeklong sales. One
wonders what Lincoln and Washing-
ton would think about that.
It is appropriate that Americans

should remember and honor George
Washington, our first president, and
Abraham Lincoln, the man who labored
so tirelessly to preserve the union. It is
also appropriate that the office of presi-
dent should be respected and honored
even though some of the office holders
have been less than honorable. We are
aware that all men, even presidents, are
sinners by nature and practice. We may
not agree or approve of everything he
says or does, but we can respond bibli-
cally to them.
Being president of the United States

is a tough job. As the sign on Harry S
Truman’s desk read, “The buck stops
here!” Presidential decisions are diffi-
cult andmay involvemillions of people
and trillions of dollars. Every deci-
sion—yes, every word—is scrutinized,
analyzed, and criticized. There is a
sense of power and glory attached to
the office, but it is such a huge re-
sponsibility that one wonders why
anyone would want it.
A president is usually elected by a

little more than half the voters. This
means that the other half did not like

him or accept his ideology. It is easy to
become a critic of any administration.
As Christian citizens, we have re-

sponsibilities also. We should be in-
formed voters. We have the privilege
of evaluating and criticizing our gov-
ernment, but we must also participate
in the election process.
I remember one man who was a vo-

cal critic of every president. He lived in
the District of Columbia, and at the
time residents were not included in
voting for the president. Later he
moved to Virginia. Now he could vote,
but he refused to register and exercise
his privilege. He still criticized, but he
was certainly out of order.
Voting is not specifically mentioned

in Scripture because first-century citi-
zens did not have the privilege of
choosing their king or emperor. There
are, however, general principles that
cover every type of government at any
time in history.

SUBJECT TO AUTHORITY
The Apostle Paul began by saying

that Christians are to be subject to the
“higher powers” (Rom. 13:1; cf. Titus
3:1). It is true that most leaders are un-
believers. Throughout history, many
have been unjust, cruel tyrants. But
rulers are to be obeyed because God
has so ordained government.
Government—good, bad, or indif-

ferent—exists because of God’s plan
and purpose for mankind. Almighty
God would prefer that our civil leaders
be godlymen, but He can use even the

You, Me, and the President
BY DAVID A. HAMBURG
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federal taxes. Rome imposed its
share, and the Jews in Palestine had a
variety of religious taxes associated
with the temple. Tax collectors (publi-
cans) were not generally the citizens’
favorite persons.
Peter said the same thing in I Peter

2:13-17. He said submission to the au-
thorities was “the will of God.” Paying
taxes would be a very positive testi-
mony that would overcome the criti-
cism of “foolish men.”

DUTY OF PRAYER
Christians also have the privilege and

responsibility of praying for our leaders,
especially the president. It is easy to be
a critic, butGodprefers our prayers. Lis-
ten carefully to the prayers at your
church.Howoftenarepolitical leaders—
national, state, and local—mentioned?
How often do you pray for them?
Paul mentioned four types of prayer

in his first letter to Timothy (2:1). He
began with “supplications,” which in-
volve requests for concrete situations.
Our president faces critical issues al-
most constantly.The nightly news pro-
vides plenty of material.
“Prayers” (I Tim. 2:1) has a more

general meaning. This includes the
matters of health, strength, wisdom,
compassion, justice, and the ability to
make right decisions. Remember that
God is interested in everything that
goes on in everyone’s lives.
“Intercessions” (I Tim. 2:1) means

we plead with God in the interest of
others. It is easy to become selfish in
our prayers. One man prayed, “Dear
Lord, bless us four, and no more.”
Imagine what it must be like to live in
the White House fish bowl, with a mul-
titude of staff always present, as well
as the media pressing in all the time.
Paul included “giving of thanks”

(I Tim. 2:1). This must always be in-
cluded because God is constantly an-
swering our prayers and granting His
care at every turn. He is in control of all
things, providingHis grace in every sit-
uation. The more we acknowledge
this, the more He will be glorified.
Our prayers lead to two great re-

sults. One is a “quiet and peaceable
life” (I Tim. 2:2). The other is that God
is honored (vs. 3).
Presidents’ Day rolls around every

year. No, we do not have to remember
to send flowers or a card to the White
House, but we can remember to be
faithful in our support and prayers for
the president of the United States of
America. �

mana as they traveled freely, spreading
the gospel. He also felt free to claim his
Roman citizenship and seek the protec-
tion of Rome when threatened by the
Jews (Acts 22:25; 25:10-12).
Christians are to submit not only to

avoid the wrath of government for dis-
obedience but also for “conscience
sake” (Rom. 13:5). It pleases God
when we faithfully carry out the ordi-
nances of government. Let us remem-
ber this when taxes are due!
A question arises regarding what to

do if thegovernment requiressomething
that is contrary to the will or Word of
God.Blessedly, theanswer isclearlygiv-
en in Acts 4:18-31 and 5:17-29. The
apostles were forbidden by the Jewish
authorities to preach about Jesus. Their
respectful answer was “We ought to
obey God rather than men” (5:29). They
continued to preach and willingly sub-
mitted to the consequences of their dis-
obedience. This led to the death of
James and Peter’s imprisonment (12:1-
4). One who chooses to disobey must,
like the apostles, make sure the issue is
a clear mandate from God and not just
a personal whim.
Paul was not teaching that a loyal

citizen must obey commands that are
morally wrong. Mindless obedience is
not expected. God has honored many
Christians who have stood and suf-
fered for Christ’s name and con-
science’s sake.
It is possible to refuse to do wrong

and undergo severe consequences
without resisting the power. Daniel did
so as he continued to pray to the one
true living God after the edict of Dar-
ius (Dan. 6:10).
The three youngHebrewmen defied

Nebuchadnezzar’s prideful command
to worship his image. They answered
the king with respect, gave a clear tes-
timony of their faith in God, and sub-
mitted to the fiery furnace, willing to
die for their commitment (Dan. 3:16-
18). In both cases, God delivered His
servants and vindicated His name.
This does not always happen, but the
death of a believer leads to promotion
to glory, which is far better (cf. II Cor.
5:6-10; Phil. 1:23).
Paul went on to say that this sub-

jection will be clearly demonstrated by
paying taxes (Rom. 13:7). We have a
multitude of taxes we do not appreci-
ate very much, and the first-century
citizens faced the same. One Web site
listed fifty-three different taxes. Anoth-
er site claimed there were over nine
hundred different tax forms for filing

most hardened ones for His purpose.
The pharaoh of the Exodus is a prime

example, asPaul pointedout inRomans
9:17. He quoted from Exodus 9:16 that
God had raised Pharaoh up in order to
demonstrate His power in him so that
His namewould be declared all over the
world. Daniel said that God “removeth
kings, and setteth up kings” (Dan. 2:21).
So when an election goes contrary to
our campaigning and voting,we need to
remember that God is sovereign and in
control of all things.
This does not mean that God ap-

proves of everything leaders do, but He
doesallow them togovern toprovideor-
der and security in the land. Imagine if
there were no laws, limits, or standards.
Imagine if every man did what was right
in his own eyes. We may not appreciate
everything our government decrees, but
we can be grateful for the security and
services it provides.
The government is God’s instru-

ment to advance the cause of right-
eousness. It generally resists evil men
and commends those who do what is
right. True, there are injustices. Some
evil men do not receive the punish-
ment they deserve, and others are
punished beyond what they deserve.
However, we do have the confidence
that in the final judgment, God will
right all wrongs—even our evaluation
of right and wrong. Paul pointed out
that those who resist the government
are actually resisting God (Rom. 13:2).
It is interesting to observe how the

Lord Jesus, who will rule over the na-
tions during the millennium, submitted
Himself to the ungodly authorities of His
day. Hepaid the tax (Matt. 17:24-27). He
submitted to the religious and secular
authorities in His trial, which led to His
death and resurrection. He could have
resisted (quite successfully [26:52-54]),
but in obedience to His Father He was
submissive to the government.
Simon, one of Jesus’ disciples, is

identified as a Zealot in Acts 1:13.
Zealots were a loosely banded group
who were convinced that God was the
only King for the Jews. They claimed
that taxes and tribute should not be
paid to anyone but God. They were
determined to oust the Romans from
Palestine. In this way they caused
Rome all kinds of grief. Jesus would
give Simon different priorities.
The church was initially identified as a

sect of Judaism. Paul could easily see
that any civil rebellion would only cause
more difficulties. He and the other mis-
sionaries benefited from the Pax Ro-
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CORRIE was unpacking her
clothes and hanging them in the

small closet, where four female stu-
dents were expected to put all their
clothes. She was the last one to arrive
for the first day of classes. “I think I
should confess something to you,”
Corrie said as she dragged out her
empty luggage. “I’m expecting to be
the dumbest of all the Bible college
students. As I listen to the rest of you
talking about what courses you’re tak-
ing, it seems you already know almost
everything in the Bible.”
“Oh, that’s not true,” I said, trying to

comfort the seventeen-year-old girl.
Corrie would end up being my best
friend all through Bible college.
“You don’t understand,” Corrie said,

tears forming in her eyes. “The only
thing I know about the Bible is what
my Sunday school teacher taught me.
I wasn’t saved until I was fifteen.”
“But in those two years you faithful-

ly went to church and Bible study. Two
years of training is a lot more than
many freshmen have when they come
to college.”
“You don’t understand,” Corrie re-

peated. “The only thing I know is what
my Sunday school teacher taught me.
I went to church, but my pastor was so
smart that he used somanywords that
I didn’t understand. He’d say, ‘The
Prophet Isaiah said—’ and—stupid
me—I didn’t even know who Isaiah
was.” Then she said softly, “Miss Rosa
taught me the Bible. I learned the
names of the books. But when Mom
died—”
We roommates had been notified

that Corrie would need comfort. Her
mother had died in the same hospital
where Corrie—an only child—had
been undergoing an appendectomy.
Miss Rosa had helped her a lot and
urged her to go to Bible college. She
had even used her own retirement
money to pay for Corrie’s tuition. Miss
Rosa practiced the ABCs of Bible
teaching.
God’s Holy Spirit gives the gift of

teaching to some believers. Some-
times pastors and teachers are com-
bined (Eph. 4:11-13). However, pas-
tors have the disadvantage of usually
ministering to a variety of members—
from small children to very elderly
adults. It is difficult to preach to the

needs of every age-group at the same
time. Sunday classes help children un-
derstand the Bible lesson. These
classes are grade-oriented and are of-
ten called by other names, such as
Bible fellowship time, Bible studies,
group studies, or small-group classes.
A good teacher will not depend on

the teacher’s manual but will use it as
a help or pattern for teaching God’s
Word. It is sad to listen to a teacher
whose Bible is closed as he drones on
and on: “And the lesson says right
here—” Does he think the adults have
not learned to read?
Occasionally when day-school

teachers met for a weekly after-school
session, we would be “treated” to
some expert teacher—someone high-
er on the scale than mere elementary-
school teachers. He would pass out
notes and pens so that we teachers
could learn from his experience. What

a waste of time! We could read his
notes in just a few seconds, only to
discover that he taught nothing new—
in fact, he read his own notes, word for
word, with no extra comments! On the
way out, I overheard one middle-
school teacher grumble, “And for this
I got my master’s degree?”
At one Sunday school near our na-

tion’s capital, the teachers were given
manuals and asked to visit the homes
of the students to get to know them
better. This was an excellent idea that
might work in quiet, rural areas. But we
were hesitant to visit housing districts
at night, especially in areas where
there might be large dogs, locked
gates, and unknown dangers. Instead,
at the end of the quarter I handed each
child his new manual with a beautiful
bookmark and a personal note.
A godly teacher will acknowledge

his or her students by learning some-

The ABCs of Teaching
BY PATRICIA C. OVIATT
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understand when a pastor or evangel-
ist is preaching.
I challenged my six-year-old daugh-

ter, who was sitting next to me, “Hon-
ey, this evangelist is a wonderful Bible
teacher. Now, here’s what we’ll do.
Listen closely to his message. If he in-
cludes words or phrases that you ab-
solutely cannot understand, just give
me a tiny pat, and I will write it down
and explain it later.”
The evangelist was indeed a great

Bible teacher, a true blessing to my
heart. However,my ribs and upper arm
were quite sore after the service was
over. For the first time, I realized that
we had been taking it for granted that
the children who came with their fam-
ilies understood the messages.
Kati knew some of the harder

words, but they did not seem to have
any connection with the message, es-
pecially when the preacher gave us
their Greek origin. If she could not un-
derstand the English words, how
could she be expected to know Greek
or Hebrew? The margins in my church
bulletin were filled with penciled
words.
Kati continued attending the week-

long meetings, but I gave up trying to
interpret the Bible seminary preaching
for a six-year-old.
During another series of meetings, a

dear man of God with just as much tal-
ent as a college professor took the
time to show us—yes, even Kati—how
to apply God’s Word to our hearts. He
too was a Greek and Hebrew scholar,
but he was a gifted teacher who—as
we are fond of saying—“put the cook-
ies on the lower shelf.”
During a message, he invited

“whosoever will” to receive something
hidden in his coat pocket. Adults
looked at each other, but no one
moved. Then, from the back, little
Adrian rushed forward with no hesita-
tion. He dug his hand into the evange-
list’s suit coat and pulled out a five-
dollar bill. He held it up with a smile. “Is
it really mine?” he asked. “Yes—you
believed my word. It is yours.” Of
course, there were many “believers”
by then, but Adrian “believed without
seeing.”
“Acknowledge,” “be prepared,” and

“communicate” are words to keep in
mind whether you teach seven-year-
olds or a class of elderly students. One
of the main ones who will receive
blessing and rewards wil l—of
course—be you! Thank God for giving
you that Sunday school class! �

house when her bike got stuck in the
tracks. Before she could get free, Vera
had entered heaven’s gates.
Acknowledge, be prepared, and

communicate. You may be drafted
into teaching a class. Do your best to
get the students’ names straight. It
does not hurt to admit that you may
need some help with the lesson be-
cause Mrs. So-and-So is absent. Chil-
dren love to be helpers. They will do
their best to let you know about previ-
ous lessons. It makes them feel im-
portant to be asked to be the teacher’s
helper.
Communication is sometimes over-

looked. Who said that the teacher is
supposed to do all the speaking?
There should be a give-and-take, with
much answering of questions, reading
aloud, and checking of answers.
We who have been brought up in

Christian homes and churches may
not realize that we speak a different
language than those who are not
saved or who are babes in Christ. We
assume that everyone ought to know
what “confessing Christ,” “being
saved,” “living the Christian life,” and
even “faith,” “grace,” “mercy,” and
“righteousness” mean. Such terms
are utterly foreign tomost of the world.
A retired man in his seventies had

come to know the Lord as his Saviour.
He had attended church for many
years, but it was just a formality.
One day while we were visiting in his

home, he read an e-mail sent to his
wife from one of her college friends.
His wife was a graduate of a Christian
college and later an instructor there.
Tom glanced over the letter. Then,

with a rare burst of sincerity, he said,
“You know, I’m no dummy. I have de-
grees in engineering. I worked for the
government many years. But you old-
er Christians use a language I have
never heard before. It’s like speaking
Arabic or Mandarin. Truthfully, I don’t
know what you mean when you say
things like—” He pointed to the print-
ed e-mail. “Look at this. He says, ‘Pray
that God’s Spirit will convict that per-
son of sin.’ And he uses a word I’ve
never heard before—‘sanctification.’ I
feel like such a dummy when I read
things like that. How’s a person to un-
derstand what Christians mean?”
We were chastened by this honest

evaluation by a well-educated man
who was frustrated by “Christianese.”
A personal experience taught me

that even children brought up in a
Christian home may find very little to

thing about them besides the fact that
they attend on Sunday morning. If
possible, the teacher should arrive
early enough to get the busy work
done—stacking take-home papers,
finding extra Bibles for those who for-
get, and especially preparing some
sort of visual aids. Make the class
“their room”—not just a place to meet.
Be sure to know the students. One boy
confided to his parents that his
teacher had called him “Gus” for a
whole year. “Gus” was his older broth-
er.
Acknowledge students as they ar-

rive, and be prepared. Pray for each
student, and then expect the unex-
pected. The unexpected happens so
often: a fire drill, a student getting ill in
class, or a visitor coming to just sit in.
Perhaps someone has absconded
with the chalk. At times like that, re-
member how our Lord Jesus took ad-
vantage of interruptions: the frowning
Pharisees, the demon-possessed
man, the crowds who stayed past
mealtime, even a short, tree-climbing
man who wanted a better seat or a
woman who tugged at the hem of His
garment. These events might have up-
set the disciples—as when little chil-
dren climbed on Jesus’ lap—but, oh,
what wonderful lessons we learn
through those so-called interruptions!
It is not necessary for every teacher

to have Bible training. God’s Holy Spir-
it has promised to be our Teacher.
God’s Spirit may beworking in the stu-
dents’ hearts already.
Little red-headed Vera visited our

mission Sunday school the only time
her drunken father allowed her to
come. The lesson included a simple
invitation for students to ask Jesus to
be their Saviour.
As the bell rang for the class to join

the adults (there were only two class-
es—adults and children), Vera stayed
behind. I had to hurry over to play the
old pump organ in the other room, but
Vera stood by me, tears running down
her freckled face. “I want to ask Jesus
to save me,” she said. “Right now!”
I waved to my mother to tell her the

other members could sing without
music. Then Vera and I knelt on the
floor, and she asked Jesus to become
her Saviour.
Vera never returned to Sunday

school. In fact, in that coal-mining vil-
lage no one knew much about her.
Years later, someone recalled that Vera
had been crossing railroad tracks that
ran behind her mountaintop one-room
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JESUS’ JOURNEYS TO SYCHAR
The student of Scripture is accus-

tomed to reading about specific Bible-
related structures coming to light under
the archaeologist’s spade, usually fol-
lowing intensive excavations and some-
timesonly after several seasonsofwork.
But some monuments from antiquity
have stood in plain sight for centuries.
Such is the case with Jacob’s well,
where Jesus had a memorable en-
counter with a Samaritan woman. This
account of Jacob’s well is found only in
the Gospel of John (4:5-42).
After observing the Passover in

Jerusalem and ministering in the sur-
rounding areas of Judea (John 2:13—
3:36), Jesus was returning north to
Galilee (4:3). He took the most direct
route, which led straight through the
region of Samaria. This brought the
Lord close to the city of Sychar (usu-
ally identified today with modern
Askar) and near a piece of land pur-
chased by Jacob for his son Joseph
(John 4:4-5; cf. Gen. 33:18-19).
Joseph was later buried there (Exod.
13:19; Josh. 24:32).
In his commentary on John’s

Gospel, Andreas J. Kostenberger stat-
ed, “Subsequent to the conquest of
Jerusalem by the Roman general
Pompey (63 B.C.), Sychar apparently
became themost important Samaritan
city in place of Shechem. John is the
first ancient author to mention Sy-
char/�Askar” (Zondervan Illustrated
Bible Backgrounds Commentary,
Arnold, gen. ed., Zondervan). Later, on
theMedebaMosaicMap, dating to the
sixth century A.D., a note at �Askar
reads “[S]ychar, now [S]ychora.”
According to the Apostle John, when

JesusarrivedatSychararoundnoon,He
was weary and sat down on the edge of
the well (John 4:6). If Jesus and the dis-
ciples had left Jerusalem at first light,
they had probably been traveling for
about six hours before they reached Sy-
char. We know from Josephus that the
shortest route between Jerusalem and
Galileewas throughSamaria (Antiquities
of the Jews 20.6.1). The journey would
have taken three days.
In viewof this, asDavidG.Hansenex-

plained, the well was at a very strategic
crossroads for travelers. He wrote, “Ja-
cob’s well, at the base of Mt. Gerizim, is

at the junction of the main road leading
from Jerusalem in the south. Here [near
Sychar], the road splits with the eastern
branch going toward the Jordan Valley
and the western branch leading to
Nablus, and in NT times, Samaria and
the Galilee” (“Shechem: Its Archaeolog-
ical and Contextual Significance,” Bible
and Spade, Spring 2005). Merrill F.
Unger added, “It is the first roadsidewell
on the trip from Jerusalem to the north
and a natural resting place for the trav-
eler’s midday meal” (Archaeology and
the New Testament, Zondervan).

JACOB’S WELL IN JOHN 4 AND
HISTORY
Jacob’sWell,more than100 feetdeep

even today, is regarded by archaeolo-
gists as among the deepest wells in
Palestine. In Christ’s day, the well was
probably even deeper. A Frankish bish-
op and traveler named Arculf, who visit-
ed Jacob’sWell around A.D. 670, report-
ed that the well was 240 feet deep
(McRay, Archaeology and the New Tes-
tament, Baker). It is not surprising, then,
that when Jesus offered the Samaritan
woman living water, meaning new life

Sychar: Jacob’s Well and the Samaritan
Temple on Mount Gerizim

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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explained inDeuteronomy27:11-26and
described below.
It was fromMountGerizim andMount

Ebal, with six Israelite tribes on each,
that the Mosaic Law’s blessings and
curses (from Gerizim and Ebal, respec-
tively, with the Levites in the valley be-
tween) were recited following early vic-
tories in the conquest of Canaan (Josh.
8:33-34; cf. Deut. 11:29-32; 27:11-13).
Earlier, both Abraham, who was called
by God and given the promise of land
(Gen. 12:6-7), and Jacob (33:18-20) had
built altars to the Lord in the area of
Shechem. It was to these acts that the
Samaritan woman referred when she
told Jesus, “Our fathers worshipped in
this mountain (Gerizim)” (John 4:20).
These and other special events in the

lives of the patriarchs had prompted the
Samaritans to build their temple on a
spur (today called Tell er-Ras) of the
north slope of Mount Gerizim. This con-
structionwasdonebetween theOldand
New Testaments in the Hellenistic peri-
od. As Hasen wrote, “It was during this
time that the Samaritans built a large
temple and sacrificial platform on Mt.
Gerizim, the remains of which were still
visible in Jesus’ day (Jn 4:20).”
Josephus indicated that the temple

was built around 332 B.C. (Antiquities
11.8.4) and later destroyed by the
Jewish (Maccabean) king-priest John
Hyrcanus around 128 B.C. According
to Josephus, by 107 B.C. Hyrcanus
had “demolished [Samaria] entirely”
(Antiquities 13.10.3). In the Roman pe-
riod, however, Emperor Hadrian (A.D.
117–138) built a temple to Zeus over
the remains of the temple foundation
on Mount Gerizim.
The ruins of the Samaritan temple

were clearly visible to Jesus and the
woman at the well when she raised the
question of where true worship should
be conducted (John 4:20-21). Should
God be worshipped “in this mountain”
(Gerizim) or “in Jerusalem”? Jesus
prophesied that the time was coming
when the Father would be worshipped
in neither place. The Roman leader Ti-
tus fulfilled this prophecy in A.D. 70
when he completely destroyed the
Herodian temple, the Jewish center of
worship in New Testament times. To-
day, the Muslim Dome of the Rock oc-
cupies the spot where the Jewish tem-
ple once stood.

EXCAVATION OF TELL ER-RAS
Between 1866 and 1962, a few pre-

liminary and partial excavations were
undertaken on Tell er-Ras—but with lit-

through the Spirit (cf. John 7:37-39), she
was mystified as to how a man with no
bucket could draw this special water
from perhaps the deepest well in all of
Palestine (4:10-11).
Jacob’swell was not only deep; it also

was filled with sweet water. Robert L.
Alden explained, “Jacob’sWell is known
for its soft, or light, water that is supplied
in two ways—through underground
sources that make it a true well and by
percolated surface water, which makes
it a cistern” (Tenney, ed., “Jacob’sWell,”
TheZondervanPictorial Encyclopediaof
the Bible, Zondervan).
In Bible times, an ordinary well might

consist of nothingmore than ahole sunk
into theground to adepthbelow thewa-
ter table. But Jacob’s well was regarded
as anything but ordinary and was there-
fore given very special care. Protective
walls made of finely dressed stone were
constructed around it. This provided
safety for those who used the well and
at the same time extended the life of a
well the Samaritans regarded as sacred.
For this reason too, churches have been
built over Jacob’swell down through the
centuries, beginning in A.D. 380, as stat-
ed in Jerome’s translation of Eusebius’s
Onomastikon (McRay).
Testimony to the authenticity of Ja-

cob’s well is virtually unanimous.
Hansenwrote, “Mostscholarsassociate
Askar with Sychar, the village in John 4
near ‘Jacob’s well’” (Jn 4:6). The au-
thenticity of thewell is not only based on
its physical identification in John 4, but
also on ‘the fact that all traditions—Jew-
ish, Samaritan, Christian and Muslim—
support it’ (Stefanovic 1992:608).”
Robert Alden added, “There are hardly
any sites that have less doubt as to their
authenticity than thesiteof Jacob’sWell.
All traditions agree on this as being the
scene described in John 4, andwith this
the Biblical details fit perfectly.”

SAMARITAN TEMPLE ON MOUNT
GERIZIM
The ancient fortress city of Shechem

(today identified as Tell Balata/Balatah)
sits in an east-west pass between two
mountains. Rising to a height of 2,890
feet, Mount Gerizim stands on the south
side of the pass, while 3,077-footMount
Ebal stands opposite on the north. Al-
thoughMountGerizim ismentionedonly
a few times in Scripture (Deut. 11:29;
27:12; Josh. 8:33; Judg. 9:7; cf. “this
mountain” [John 4:20-21]), it was clear-
ly regarded as a site of special impor-
tance from ancient times. This is evident
in the covenant ratification ceremony

tle or limited results. However, full-scale
excavations were finally conducted in
1964 and 1966. Robert J. Bull, of Drew
University, directed the work.
In the 1964 excavation, Bull’s team

uncovered Hadrian’s temple dedicat-
ed to Zeus. Identification was firmly
established by an inscription that read
“To Zeus Olympius.” The massive 20-
foot-thick temple platform measured
some 213-by-148 feet and supported
a temple approximately 65 feet long
and 45 feet wide (Vos, Archaeology in
Bible Lands, Moody). The temple was
dated to around A.D. 130, during Ha-
drian’s reign. Coins and inscriptions
found in cisterns at the north end of
the platform set the date of destruc-
tion in the fourth century A.D. (Blaiklock
and Harrison, eds., The New Interna-
tional Dictionary of Biblical Archaeolo-
gy, Zondervan).
During the 1966 excavations at Tell

er-Ras, Bull discovered that the Ro-
man Zeus temple had been construct-
ed on an earlier structure built with un-
cut stones andmudmortar. Regarding
its identity, description, and date,
John McRay wrote, “The remains of
what must be the temple of Gerizim,
referred to by Josephus and involved
in Jesus’ discussion with the Samari-
tanwoman (John 4:20), are situated on
a northern spur (Tel er-Ras) of Gerizim.
These ruins include a large building of
uncut stones, 66 feet long, by 66 feet
wide by 30 feet high, laid without ce-
ment and without internal structuring.
The foundation rests on bedrock in the
center of a 135-foot rectilinear court-
yard, which was built with walls of un-
hewn stone. On the basis of pottery
the excavator dates the temple to no
later than the third century B.C. (the
Hellenistic/Samaritan Period) and
identifies it as the Samaritan altar of
sacrifice.”
David Hansen noted that today,

even without their temple, “a remnant
of the ancient Samaritans still lives on
Mt. Gerizim and they practice sacri-
fices there just as they did 2,700 years
ago.” These people still cling to an-
cient Samaritan beliefs and look for
their Messiah, “the Restorer,” referred
to in a fourth-century A.D. Samaritan
document called the Memar Marqah.
When the Samaritan woman ex-
pressed this expectation by saying
that when theMessiah cameHewould
“tell us all things” (John 4:25), Jesus
declared, “I that speak unto thee am
he” (vs. 26). �
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WE often imagine that Jesus was
bornonaquiethillside,apart from

the bustling crowds of the city, where
Joseph and Mary might have sought a
place to rest. That could have been the
case, for the innwas full of travelerswho
had come to be counted in the census.
Perhaps the inn was on the outskirts of
the busiest part of town. It is idyllic to
think that the Baby Jesus was born in
the simple setting of a stable.
Luke 2:8-9 tells us that the shepherds

whowere in the “samecountry . . . keep-
ing watch over their flock by night” were
surely not in the city. Their quiet night
wasdisturbedby“theangelof theLord,”
who came to them, and the “glory of the
Lord shone round about them.” The an-
nouncement the angel made along with
the “multitude of the heavenly host” (vs.
13) must have been terrifying at first, but
then it became a chorus of joy to them.
I cannot imagine what the first Christ-

massounded like, aschoirsof angelsat-
tended it. The Bible says a multitude of
the heavenly host praised God at the
birth of Christ. The closest we can get
hereonearth are lyrics, perhapsequal to
poetry, that tell of the coming Saviour,
coupled with beautiful melodies.
When I think of Christmas music, my

mind recalls the pure enjoyment of
singing or listening to “Silent Night” at a
candlelight Christmas Eve service. I can
remember being as young as four or five
years old as the verses echoed in my
mind and I wondered what they meant.
“Round yon virginmother and Child.

/ Holy Infant so tender and mild, /
Sleep in heavenly peace” (Mohr,
“Silent Night! Holy Night!”).
I felt a solemn reverence in that mo-

ment that transcended the mental ca-
pacityof apreschooler clinging toher fa-
ther’s neck. I remember the snow
outside and the chilly night air. As the
voices climbed up to the vaulted ceil-
ings, I recall the women sounding like
angels contrasted against the booming
voices of the men. I learned the peace
that comes from worshipping our Sav-
iour at a time when I had not yet learned
what a miracle we have in Jesus.
“Silent night, holy night, shepherds

quake, at the sight, /Glories stream
from heaven afar, / Heavenly hosts
sing alleluia; / Christ the Saviour is
born! Christ the Saviour is born!”
(Mohr).

Few songs bring the awe and calm
of “Silent Night.” Many years after the
blessing of perhapsmy first Christmas
Eve memory, my musical favorite tog-
gled to something perhaps a bit more
difficult to sing, though definitely
worth it. If I had to choose just one, I
believe my favorite Christmas hymn
would be “O Holy Night!” which was
originally a French poem called “Minu-
it, chrétiens” (Midnight Christians).
O holy night! the stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth;
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,
Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn;
Fall on your knees, Oh, hear the angel voic-

es!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born.
O night divine, O holy night, O night divine!
(Dwight, “O Holy Night!”).
I believe what drives this song is the

sense given that the writer was pres-
ent at the birth of Christ. Though of
course we know he was not, it is writ-
ten in the present tense, thereby forc-
ing any partaker of the song to behold
the Infant in the manger. To this day, I
find it almost impossible to sing “Fall
on your knees, O, hear the angel voic-
es!” without tear-filled eyes.
I was twenty-seven years old before

I gave any real thought to the fact that
Jesus was put to sleep in a food
trough after having been born. I was
no stranger to the story of the innkeep-
er. I was also familiar with the manger
scene’s general depiction with ani-
mals and hay. Like most people, I had
witnessed many a Christmas nativity
scene without giving much considera-
tion to the extraordinary circum-
stances surrounding it.
It was the Sunday before Christmas,

and Iwas listening toasermonabout the
miracle of the virgin birth. I was contem-
plating the amazing nature of Jesus’
very deity in the fact that our Heavenly
Father is His only Father. The divinity He
shareswith theFatherand theHolySpir-
it is something we can neither emulate
nor comprehend. What I had not con-
sidered prior to that moment was that
the King of heaven and earth was born
in a lowly estate, even by human stan-
dards, by His own design.
As it was pointed out tome in the ser-

mon that day, Jesus could have been
born into any decade, into any house-
hold, and in anywayGod desired. It had
been foretold long before, and God
chose the circumstances: the star shin-
ing brightly over Bethlehem, the virgin in
a stable.
After we have entered into a relation-

shipwithGod (no small thing,mind you),
He promises to continue to teach us
about Himself. “Being confident of this
very thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).
Sitting in the pew that day, I under-

stood a little more of God’s nature. As
a direct result, Christmas changed for
me. Christmas hymns became less
about tradition and more about prais-
ing through song the gift mankind re-
ceived in Jesus.
Though it is celebrated on the same

day every year, there continues to be
something fresh and new about Jesus
being born into the world with the sole
purpose of restoring mankind. Even at
the sweet celebration of His birth, the
fragrance of His eventual somber and
necessary death emanates close by.
Christians would do well to remind

My Favorite Christmas Hymns
BY PAULETTE L. REESE
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F. C. Jennings pointed out that “every
word that He spoke, every act He did,
tells of Him as Wonderful. That He
should be both sinless and the Friend
of sinners, is infinitely wonderful.”
You are not long a Christian before

you experience Christ as Counselor.
You unload the baggage of your day
and you will find that He will never fail
to have exactly what you need.
“The mighty God” (Isa. 9:6) is “as

simple, clear, unequivocal a claim of
supreme deity for Messiah as could be
expressed in human language, yet not
more so than in every word He said,
every act He did” (Jennings).
“The everlasting Father” (Isa. 9:6),

which could also be rendered “Father of
Eternity,” reminds us of the lateness of
the hour in human history. If the return of
Christ is as near as we believe, wemust
be on the very brink of eternity. Your dai-
ly newspaper or newscast suggests the
devil’s rat race is on—and it is on its final
laps.The ratsseemtobewinning.On the
contrary, God is in control and is calling
out a people for His name.
How desperately mankind needs

peace, administered through “The
Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6)! Isaiah
marks off three sections in the tri-
umphant chapters 40 through 66.
Chapters 40 to 48 close with the
words “There is no peace, saith the
Lord, unto the wicked” (48:22). A sec-
ond section, chapters 49 to 57, con-
cludes, “There is no peace, saith my
God, to the wicked” (57:21).
The final stateof thewicked is realized

in a third section, Isaiah 58 to 66: “For
their worm shall not die, neither shall
their fire be quenched; and they shall be
an abhorring unto all flesh” (66:24).
Those of us who have experienced

the peace that passes all understand-
ing should be actively involved in
passing on the greatest Christmas
present possible—the saving knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ.

MY CHRISTMAS PLAN
Christmas will be special this year. I

am praying for fresh insight into each
of these advent prophecies. You may
be as jaded as I am about the televi-
sion commercials and the department
store Santas. All you need is your Bible
and perhaps a box of chocolate-cov-
ered cherries! �

through our own degraded or limited
condition. If we find ourselves thinking,
Perhaps when the Bible was written,
people did not know any better or cer-
tainly these thingscannotbe,weneed to
readjust our thinking to His. We can be
certain theBible is flawlessand infallible.
We do not need to prove its truth.
It is possible that on that first Christ-

mas night, God brought about the
aligning of certain planets, which
caused them to shine as brightly as
anyone had ever witnessed before
then. And as omnipotent as God is, He
can make planets and stars stand still
for His purposes.Wemust also believe
that no natural explanation is needed
for what God does.
The star of Bethlehemmost probably

was a distinctive miracle from God that
showed the way to find the Christ Child.
Thewisemen rejoiced. Thewhole of the
heavens proclaimed the birth of Jesus
their King. They could not wait to meet
Him. They pleaded to find out where He
was so that they could bring Him gifts
and worship Him.
Many Christmas hymns have to do

with the star of Bethlehem, no doubt
due to the magnitude of what ensued.
Certainly we learn from the Bible that
God wanted to communicate with
people. They were ordinary shepherds
whowere visited by angels who told of
the imminent birth of the King. They
were men who followed a star that
could not bemissed until it led them to
a baby King who, they were told,
would be waiting for them in amanger.
I especially admire hymns like “O

Little Town of Bethlehem,” which gives
such a clear illustration of Jesus’ sav-
ing love and deity.
O little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight. . . .
O holy Child of Bethlehem!
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in;
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!
(Brooks, “O Little Town of Bethlehem”).
Nomatter what extraordinarymeas-

ures God used, let us never forget that
the true light and beauty of Christmas
is Christ. The restoration of mankind’s
relationship with God rested in the
hands of a Baby in a manger. �

themselves of this every Christmas, if
for no other reason than to stand in the
gap between having faith in a miracle-
giving God and just having a pleasant
holiday get-together.
Not only are the most meaningful

Christmas hymns pleasurable to hear
and sing, but they also tell the story of
the birth of Jesus with unfailing faith
and accuracy.
“The First Noël,” whose author re-

mains unknown, is an old English
hymnwith lyrics rich with the history of
the Lord’s birth.
They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night . . .
And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;
To seek for a king was their intent,
And to follow the star wherever it went . . .
This star drew nigh to the north-west,
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest,
And there it did both stop and stay,
Right over the place where Jesus lay
“TheFirstNoel” (sometimes“TheFirst

Nowell”)waspublished in 1823,well be-
fore the computer age, but there is a
computer program today that allows a
person to look deep into space to see
what the sky could have looked like on
fateful nights such as the birth of Christ.
Frederick A. Larson, a lawyer turned

astronomer, has produced a documen-
tary called “The Star of Bethlehem.” It
not only serves as entertainment but at-
tempts to answer some difficult ques-
tionsonemight poseafter readingabout
the star of Bethlehem in the Gospel of
Matthew.His intent is tobolster people’s
faith and encourage Christians, but re-
member, God’s power defies natural ex-
planation. All things are possible with
Him (cf. Matt. 19:26).
“When they had heard the king, they

departed; and, lo, the star, which they
saw in the east, went before them, till
it came and stood over where the
young child was. When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy” (Matt. 2:9-10).
The author of the hymn “The First

Noel” was no doubt familiar with the
biblical account of the star of Bethle-
hem. Matthew wrote that the star
“went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young child was”
(Matt. 2:9). The Bible states that the
star “stood.” Likewise, the song says,
“It did stop and stay, /Right over the
place where Jesus lay.”
Whenever we read something in the

Bible that seems contrary to logic or
seems unfathomable, wemust be care-
ful that we are not measuring God

An Old Testament Christmas

(Continued from page 5)
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RESEARCHING family history and
genealogical information is a

popular hobby today. The computer
and the Internet have made family tree
research much easier. Digital cameras
and personal scanners are a great help
in developing a family history.
In the past, a person would visit with

family members or write letters to get
information. He would look at photo
albums, scrapbooks, and any docu-
ments that were available. He would
do research at the library.
As parents, we value our heritage.

Baby books usually have a family tree
page. The baby’s parents fill in the
names of the child’s parents, grand-
parents, and great-grandparents. Of-
ten there is room for a small picture of
each individual.
Years ago my mother’s sister came

to visit us. My aunt told stories about
our ancestors. She had visited some
of the relatives in the state of New
York. She said we descended from a
state governor.
It was this, I believe, that prompted

me to draw up family tree charts of my
ancestors forwhomwehad information.
I still have those twoposter-sizecharts—
one formymother’s side and one formy
father’s side. That was the beginning of
my interest in my family history. Today I
have several charts in a notebook. More
importantly, I have included family pic-
tures and meaningful stories.
We find various genealogies in the

Bible. Family lineage was very impor-
tant to the Jews. The Bible includes
several genealogies. Matthew, the au-
thor of the first Gospel, gave the ge-
nealogy of Jesus Christ beginningwith
Abraham and descending to Christ
(1:1-17). In his Gospel, Luke present-
ed Christ’s genealogy from Christ
back to Adam (3:23-38).
The purposes of the biblical genealo-

gies were usually political, religious, or
family oriented. The biblical genealogies
do include both godly and ungodly per-
sons. We see Rahab in Christ’s line
(Matt. 1:5). Rahab had led an unseemly
life, but in the time of Joshua she shel-
tered the Israelite spies. When the Is-
raelites conquered Jericho, Rahab was
rewarded for her faith andwas saved by
the Israelites (Josh. 6:22-23). She is
mentioned in Hebrews 11, “The Faith
Chapter” (vs. 31).
Enoch is listed in the genealogy of

Genesis 5. Hewas aman of faith. “And
Enoch walked with God: and he was
not; for God took him” (vs. 24). Enoch
is also mentioned in Hebrews 11:5-6.
Hebrews 11 gives us a picture of the
faith of ancestors who are listed in bib-
lical history.
Why would a person want to search

for the unknown fruit in his family tree?
As he searches and finds an ancestor,
he enjoys having put another piece in
his family puzzle.
As a person searches, he begins to

ask questions.Why did a personmove

from one location to another? What
was his vocation? Why did the family
leave another country and come to
America? Did a person serve in the
Revolutionary War or the Civil War?
What was a person’s spiritual belief?
How can you begin to search for the

fruit in your family tree? You begin with
the known fruit. Start with yourself.
Use a family tree chart. Add the names
of your parents, your grandparents,
and your great-grandparents. Include
birth, marriage, and death dates, if you
know them. A family group sheet is
also helpful. This should list members
of the family.
Youmaywant to use a computer ge-

nealogy program to keep your family
history data. Some people type the in-
formation into a word processing pro-
gram.
Look for family records, records in

Bibles, and old letters. Are there old
pictures and scrapbooks that provide
ancestral information? Has anyone in
your family written a family history?
Valuable information can be found in
these resources.
Interview your relatives, and get as

much information as you can. Prepare
a list of questions to ask. When you
visit, find out about pictures andmem-
orabilia that the relativemay have. This
visit may be an opportunity for you to
share your faith.
Use your library to find how-to

books on genealogy. Some libraries
have family history sections. Here you
are able to do research using books,
atlases, and computers.
Libraries and genealogy societies

often offer classes on the how-to of
family history. Local genealogical or
historical societies are very helpful
sources of information.
Researching can be time-consum-

ing. In some cases there are dead
ends. Remember that this is a hobby.
It is supposed to be enjoyable, inspir-
ing, and relaxing.
As you work on your family history,

you may discover that you have some
old family films or camcorder or VHS
tapes. It is a good idea to update these
materials to digital discs. You may
want to edit them, describing the set-
ting and giving the names of the peo-
ple. This will most likely become a
family treasure for your descendants.

Is There Fruit in Your Family Tree?
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS



WINTER QUARTER 2013-14 17

An outward example of obedience is
service. Richard Foster stated, “As the
cross isasignof submission, so the tow-
el is the sign of service.” An example for
others, Jesus took a towel and washed
His disciples’ feet (John 13:5). Jesus re-
defined the meaning of being a servant.
Beginning this week, what can we

do that will show our willingness to
obey God? Record your answer as a
goal to keep.
Knowing and doing—knowing what

to do and doing what we know—will
lead to a fulfilling and fruitful Christian
life. �

vivid memories of that trip. There was a
violent Atlantic storm that lasted four
days. Many of the passengers became
ill. Her father also became very ill. The
ship arrived safely inNewYork, but there
was a great concern that her sick father
would have to return to Europe. He did
recover, though, and the family was able
to travel to friends inAmerica. Theywere
grateful to God for His provision.
In recent years we have found their

names on the ship’s manifest. And we
found a picture of that ship on the El-
lis Island Web Site.
We learned much frommy husband’s

aunt about his ancestors and how they
lived. Later this aunt wrote a small histo-
ry about the family. She wrote that her
grandfather had been active in a church
where the family lived in Europe. Her
written history is a testimony to God’s
faithfulness to them.
One of the purposes of family histo-

ry research is to learn about early an-
cestors.When I began to search for in-
formation on my mother’s ancestors, I
wrote to a county historian in New
York. He sent me a typed listing of my
great-grandmother’s ancestry.
A few years later, we visited the

county historian’s office. There we
were able to look at a published book
about the descendants of a governor
of one of the eastern states. My great-
grandmother’s name was listed as a
descendant living in Michigan—the
placewheremy ownmother was born.
How excited I was to see this!
One of the greatest benefits of my

research has been discovering the
strong biblical faith of some of our an-
cestors. After my aunt retired, she
wrote a history about her childhood
and family. In this history she wrote
about her father reading Scripture
verses every morning after breakfast.
Then the family all knelt by their chairs
while their father led in prayer.
On my husband’s side, several rela-

tives have written about the faith of
their ancestors. One of the significant
values of researching our family histo-
ry is seeing what God has done for us
and the importance of teaching this to
our children.
We are reminded of God’s leading the

children of Israel through the wilderness
and across the Jordan River into the
Promised Land. As the children of Israel
crossed over the Jordan River on dry
land, each of twelve chosen people
picked up a stone from the dry riverbed.
With these stones they set up a memo-
rial as a reminder to their descendants

Over the years, as I sought fruit in
my family tree, I received several ben-
efits: appreciating our family, attend-
ing family reunions, making family his-
tory trips, enjoying family stories,
learning about early ancestors, and
being thankful to God for our Christian
heritage. As you look for the fruit in
your family tree, you may discover
similar blessings.
I have gained a great appreciation

for our family. My parents had photo
albums, scrapbooks, letters, old fami-
ly movies, and other memorabilia. Be-
fore their fiftieth anniversary, I asked
my mother for an outline of their mar-
ried history. Several years after my
parents died, when visiting with aunts,
cousins, and my brothers, I asked
many questions. These were times of
special fellowship and sharing. I heard
a variety of stories—funny ones, heart-
breaking ones, and exciting ones—as
we shared time together.
Reunions became a very meaning-

ful time for us. On my father’s side, my
cousins and other relatives met in
Michigan for these get-togethers. My
cousins had many family pictures.
One cousin who had talked to older
relatives in the past had a large
amount of family information. Some of
these stories and pictures were shared
in our family newsletters.
For one of our reunions, each family

was encouraged to prepare a scrap-
book page about their family and bring
enough pages to share with the others.
Togetherwe assembled a scrapbook for
each family at the reunion. This scrap-
book has very special meaning to us.
Another year, my cousin and I made

a birthday calendar for each family.
Each month featured a person from
our family history. Another time there
was a quilted wall hanging of family
pictures and documents.
We enjoyed taking some family his-

tory trips. With my cousins, my hus-
band and I traveled to places where
our ancestors lived and died. We en-
joyed being together, as well as shar-
ing Christian fellowship.
When visiting older family members,

wegained insight into their lives from the
stories they sharedwith us.My husband
and I visitedwith his uncle and aunt sev-
eral times in our married life. His aunt
hadcome fromGermany toNewYorkby
ship in 1905 with her father and mother,
a sister, and a brother. The brother was
my husband’s father.
Although this aunt was young when

the group came to America, she had

Three Important Questions About
Our Christian Growth

(Continued from page 7)

that God’s handwasmighty in their lives
(Josh. 4:6-7, 21-24).
As Christians, our family history

should be a memorial to God’s leading
in our lives. We are commanded to
love the Lord. “And thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might”
(Deut. 6:5). We are to teach God’s
Word diligently to our children in our
daily lives (vss. 7-9).
May our homes—with our Christian

plaques, photo albums, ancestral pic-
tures, and family histories—reflect the
faith in our own lives and in those an-
cestors who were faithful to God.
What fruit will you find in your family

tree? Recording information about your
parents and grandparents will be appre-
ciatedbyyour family. Look for the stories
that will inspire your family and descen-
dants to honor God. Write down those
stories. Include pictures, resources, and
Scriptures that have been meaningful to
you. Describe how God was faithful to
you and your ancestors.
You will have fun solving mysteries.

You might learn more about what life
was like years ago in America. Perhaps
your ancestors made great sacrifices.
Some who left for America may have
never seen their parents again.
The fruit should not be just a name on

a chart with birth and death dates. It
should become a story of people’s lives
thatwill be an inspiration to others. If you
decide to search your family tree, hope-
fully you will find that its fruit will be a
blessing to you and your family. �
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SOME things—like earthquakes,
tornadoes, and hailstorms—leave

devastation in their wake. But there
are other kinds of destruction that are
just as devastating to the human spir-
it. These are often not so obvious, be-
cause they are emotional in nature. Of-
ten the destruction comes in the form
of broken trust. A broken engagement,
a congregation shattered because the
pastor did something that he should
not have done, or a boss who did not
keep his word are some examples of
this.

THE PROBLEM
An experience of broken trust im-

plies that there was already a founda-
tional relationship of trust. Now that
trust has been violated. This hurts
badly when it happens. In Shake-
speare’s Julius Caesar, Caesar’s close
friend, Brutus, thrust a dagger into
him, thus joining with others who
sought to kill Caesar. Caesar cried out
in agony and hurt, as much emotional
as physical, “Et tu, Brute?” (“You too,
Brutus?”) There was nothing more to
live for. Devastated, all his hope was
gone.
A pastor had just come into his

new position at a church. Instead of
building relationships with his minis-
terial staff, he got rid of some of
them too quickly. Here is another
such situation. Thelma got married
in good fai th to someone she
thought loved her in the same way
she loved him. To her dismay, she
found out that her spouse had an-
other relationship on the side. Her
love was not fully reciprocated, and
her trust in him was shattered.
In each of the hurtful situations

above, it is hard to pick up the pieces
and move forward. It can be done, but
it certainly is not easy. Broken trust
cannot simply be glued back together.
Broken trust must be brought to a time
of healing with the soothing oil of love
and forgiveness.
If we are honest with ourselves, we

will confess that we have sometimes
broken the trust that others have in-
vested in us. And we have many times
been cheated by someone who did
not honor a commitment to us. It
works both ways.
We see that the idea of covenant

is very prominent throughout the
pages of the Old Testament. There
are always at least two sides to a
covenant, and in the Bible it is often
between God and man. What we see
is that God always kept His side of
the covenant, while His people al-
most always broke theirs. The stipu-
lation was that if one party did not
keep his side of the bargain, the oth-
er party was not obligated to keep
his. Broken trust hurt the heart of a
loving God.
The interesting thing is that trust al-

ways involves people, and as people,
we are fickle. God, however, remains
the same day after day. He does not
change (Jas. 1:17).
I remember being told in a counsel-

ing class several years ago that we
have to trust people at least until they
break that trust. But as Christians, we
have to go even further than that. We
have to restore thosewho have broken
our trust if for no other reason than that
we have broken the trust of those who
put their faith in us.

THE SOLUTION
We cannot dispose of people like an

old rag, even when they have disap-
pointed us. Because Jesus restored
Simon Peter, we are able to read the
sermon he preached at Pentecost. It
was a restored Peter who showed us
how he had experienced the touch of
a loving God even after he had let his
Master down at a time when He need-
ed him the most. When their eyes
locked as Jesus was led away, it
moved Peter somuch that he went out
and wept like a child (Matt. 26:75;
Luke 22:62).
Trust is a valuable commodity that

must be earned. Once this has hap-
pened, it must be nurtured and devel-
oped and never taken for granted. As
the Bible reminds us, we can fall at any
time, especially when we think that we
are secure (I Cor. 10:12). The strongest
of us can fall at any time.
Here are some ways to restore bro-

ken trust. First, we need to gather
around us a strong group of friends
whowill hold us accountable and keep
us on the right track. The wise king
Solomon reminded us that “two are
better than one” (Eccles. 4:9). He knew
what it meant to fail.
Second, we all are broken people.

In the sight of God, we all are fail-
ures. But He gives us a second
chance. The story of the prodigal
son (Luke 15:11-32) is a reminder of
what our Lord does for us when He
restores us to Himself after we have
wasted our lives. If this is what God
does for us, we must certainly give
others another chance too, for we
are to reflect the nature of God in
loving them back. There is no one
among us so far gone that God can-
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RESURRECTION
In Acts 17:18, we also find there

were others who thought Paul was
speaking about “strange gods.”
Note that their comment is in the plu-
ral; then Jesus and the resurrection
are mentioned. One possible sce-
nario is that some Greeks took the
term “resurrection” to refer to a fe-
male deity. Greek words have gen-
ders; some are male, others female,
and still others neuter. “Resurrec-
tion” (anastasis) is female in gender,
so it is understandable how those
not following Paul’s train of thought
and preaching prior to his more for-
mal preaching on Mars Hill could
think of the words as referring to a
female deity.
The word “resurrection” can mean

to stand up, but some not listening
carefully to Paul would not necessari-
ly give it that connotation. Paul would
later bemore specific, at least as far as
the biblical record shows, as to what
he meant (Acts 17:31-32). One will
note that somemocked himwhen they
heard this; others determined to hear
more about it later; still others be-
lieved.
Is that not also the range of reac-

tions the Christian message receives
today? Those who preach or in some
other venue share the message of
Christ will be mocked, at least inward-
ly, by some. Others will be intrigued by
the concept and willing to delve deep-
er into the Bible’s teaching. Still others
will come to faith fairly soon because
God has prepared their hearts to re-
ceive the message.
Many Christians feel a lot like Paul in

Athens. Idolatry on every side, lax
morals, secular philosophies, and
mockers of the faith abound today as
then. However, let us not be deterred
from witnessing. One never knows
when some hearer will pick up the
seed of the gospel sown by a faithful
disciple of Christ. �

BABBLER
While on his second missionary jour-

ney, the Apostle Paul visited Athens, a
city “wholly given to idolatry” (Acts
17:16). While there, as was his custom,
he went to synagogues first to proclaim
Jesus as the Jewish Messiah. But then
he also preached wherever hemet peo-
ple, such as in marketplaces.
Greece was famous for its philoso-

phers, and Athens had its share. Two
groups mentioned by Luke were the
Epicureans and the Stoics. When they
became aware of him and heard at
least some of his rhetoric, they labeled
Paul a babbler.
The word “babbler” brings to mod-

ern-day minds someone who makes
noise without making sense. Wemight
also think of the biblical account of Ba-
bel in Genesis and the confusion of
tongues by God so that people could
not understand each other.
The word in Acts 17:18, however, is a

translation of the Greek word spermolo-
gos, literally meaning “picking seeds.” It
was first used to refer to birds that spent
their time foraging for seeds. In time it
was used to refer to apersonwhowould
scrounge for whatever he could pick up,
be it a material object or bits of informa-
tion, news, rumors, and the like. That is
how the philosophers of Athens used
the word in regard to Paul. To them, his
comments did not make sense and
seemed to be strands of different ideas.
We live in an increasingly secular so-

ciety. The Christian message today
surely must seem like so much babble
to many who have little or no exposure
to Christian doctrine or vocabulary.
Those interested in witnessing for Christ
to others need to realize this and do as
Paul did inAthens.Whenaddressing the
crowd onMars Hill, he began with com-
ments about their being a religious peo-
ple, having idols to many gods. Then he
began to talk about the Unknown God,
for whom they also had an idol. He be-
gan where people were spiritually and
then laid the groundwork for sharing the
gospel (Acts 17:22-32).

not restore that person to Himself.
Third, we have to give time for

trust to work. It takes only a few mo-
ments to break trust, but restoring
broken trust among friends or family
does not come that easily. Rebuild-
ing broken ties takes time—some-
times years. But this is where the el-
ement of grace comes in. Grace
gives us what we do not deserve.
This may involve getting away from
the broken situation, which is often
emotionally charged. Time does heal
many a hurting heart once we turn
the matter over to God.
We cannot ignore the fact that

some Christians are so arrogantly
self-righteous that they do not yet
realize that they have an obligation
to forgive others in response to what
our Lord has done for them. Listen to
Peter again. After he spoke about
holding on to the “great and pre-
cious promises” (II Pet.1:4) of God,
he encouraged us with these words:
“But he that lacketh these things is
blind, and cannot see afar off, and
hath forgotten that he was purged
from his old sins” (vs. 9).
Finally, wemust consider how Jesus

dealt with erring Judas. It was Judas
who betrayed Jesus and sold Him to
the religious leaders of his day for thir-
ty pieces of silver—the price of a slave!
What must have hurt so much was the
fact that Judas hugged Him and ad-
dressed Him as Master, all the while
knowing that what he was doing was
vile and wrong (Matt. 26:49). We see
Jesus letting Judas know that his ac-
tions did not catch Him by surprise
(Luke 22:48).
We need to look at how Jesus

reached out to Judas even at the last.
At the Last Supper, Jesus broke bread
and then showed Judas that he could
eat with Him. Breaking bread and eat-
ing with someone was a sign of fel-
lowship and friendship in Eastern cul-
tures, and this was Jesus’ way of
reaching out to Judas and give him
one last chance.
We all have broken the trust that

God has invested in us. Because of
the nature of sin in our lives, we have
failed Him. But our God specializes in
the restoration of broken lives. “A
bruised reed shall he not break” (Isa.
42:3; Matt. 12:20). God is willing to re-
store us even though we have let Him
down. He also expects us to seek to
repair and restore broken relation-
ships. Broken trust can be replaced
with graceful restoration. �

What’s in a Word?

The Seed Picker and
Strange Gods
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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THE siege had taken a toll, and
food was almost impossible to

find in Samaria. “An ass’s head was
sold for fourscore pieces of silver,
and the fourth part of a cab of dove’s
dung for f ive pieces of s i lver”
(II Kings 6:25). Elisha was there in the
city. The king thought that it was all
his fault and decided to behead him.
Elisha told the messenger who was
the king’s advance agent, “To mor-
row about this time shall a measure
of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and
two measures of barley for a shekel,
in the gate of Samaria” (7:1). Now
that just seemed impossible, and the
king’s messenger said so. “Behold,”
he said, “if the Lord would make win-
dows in heaven, might this thing
be?” (vs. 2).
This man had a heart of unbelief.

God had spoken, but he believed it
was impossible. There are some
things we find hard to believe, even
though the Bible says them. Is there
really eternal life, or do we just live
on in our children? Did Jesus actual-
ly rise from the dead in His body, or
did He just swoon? Does He just live
on in His influence? Did God really
make the universe and all that is in it
in six, twenty-four hour days some
thousands of years ago, or were the
days ages of time and it was some-
how millions or billions of years ago,
as many scientists try to teach us?
You cannot have it both ways. You
have to believe the Bible or believe
the evolutionists.
For myself, I will believe the Bible.

God cannot lie. In the passage above
we find that indeed the impossible be-
came possible with God. The next day
food was sold cheaply in the gate of
Samaria. The messenger should have
believed the words of the Lord. The
fact is that you can believe the Bible

too little but you cannot believe it too
much.
WhenGod told Noah to build a boat,

He did not say that this was just a fig-
ure of speech. Noah built a real boat.
And hewas glad he did, because there
was a worldwide Flood—the evidence
of whichwe can see today on the high-
est mountains.
Mary was told that nothing is im-

possible with God when she ques-
tioned how it could be possible that
she would have a child when she had
not known a man (Luke 1:37). The
Holy Spirit caused her to conceive
(Matt. 1:20). Our minds cannot com-
prehend the things that God can do,
but we can believe Him when He re-
veals them to us. The Lord delights
in those who accept His Word and
believe it.
John 11 contains the story of Je-

sus standing at the tomb of Lazarus
and calling him out of the grave. On
the way to the tomb, Jesus asked
Martha, “Believest thou this?” The
statement recorded in John 11:25-
26 had been, “I am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he
live: and whosoever liveth and be-
lieveth in me shall never die.” Let me
ask you, Do you believe it? If you do,
it will change your life.
If you believe the Bible, you cannot

sit still and let things go on as usual.
You will want to tell all your friends and
neighbors about the great news.
Death has been conquered. New bod-
ies are promised to us. Disease, dis-
abilities, pain, sadness, heartache,
separation, and all the rest will be over
one day, and we will rejoice forever in
God’s new earth and new heavens.
Sin, crime, war, oppression, and all the
ills of society will be gone—not even
remembered. This is such good news!

If you really believe it, you will live to
spread it.
The wise men traveled hundreds of

miles on a dangerous path to find the
new King, and they succeeded. Did
they believe Numbers 24:17 just a lit-
tle bit too much? No. You cannot be-
lieve the Bible toomuch. It is truer than
you could ever imagine.
When Jesus told the people who

wept at the death of Jairus’s daugh-
ter, “The damsel is not dead, but
sleepeth,” they “laughed him to
scorn” (Mark 5:39-40). They should
have rejoiced. They should have
praised the Lord, jumped up and
down, planned a meal, sung songs,
and thanked Jesus from the bottom
of their hearts. Instead, they be-
lieved Him too little. Would we make
the same mistake? Are we making
the same mistake by not believing
God’s Word? How do we act at fu-
nerals? How do we think of our dead
relatives in Christ who are asleep
(I Thess. 4:14-15)? Do we believe too
little or too much?
When you die and stand at the judg-

ment seat of Christ, would you rather
have Him say, “I am glad that you had
faith and that you believed My Bible,
but You believed it just a little bit too
much,” or, “O fools, and slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have
spoken” (Luke 24:25)? I do not have
any references for the first (hypotheti-
cal) statement; regrettably, there are
too many examples of the latter.
The spies who went with Joshua

and Caleb just could not overcome
their doubts and said, “We be not able
to go up against the people; for they
are stronger than we” (Num. 13:31).
How tragically sad! God would have
given them the land. Their strength
was in Him, and He was stronger than
any enemy. God can answer in ways
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13:13 says, “Therefore speak I to them
in parables: because they seeing see
not; and hearing they hear not, neither
do they understand.”
We make the decision to place our

faith in the Lord, and this faith itself is
from God (Eph. 2:8-9). We can ask the
Lord to increase our faith, and He will.
Wemake decisions all along to believe
the various doctrines and facts pre-
sented in the Word and thus move
from faith to faith, maturing in our
Christian life.
This path of faith is a daily walk

with the Lord. Is it hard? Look at Ro-
mans 15:13: “Now the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace in be-
lieving, that ye may abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy
Ghost.” If you want peace and joy
and hope and power, decide to be-
lieve more, to have greater faith, and
to never compromise with the world
or with scoffers. Take God’s part at
every opportunity, and search the
Scriptures daily, as the Bereans did,
to discover the truths of the Book
(Acts 17:10-11). Be a Daniel. Emu-
late the saints of old. Then when you
meet them in the kingdom, you will
not be ashamed of having believed
the Bible too little. You will have
great fellowship over having found it
to be true down to the letter.
What things can we believe about

the future? We have eternal life and a
new body waiting for us. We expect
Jesus to come at any moment to take
us up to meet Him in the clouds. We
know we will get rewards at the judg-
ment seat of Christ and then come
back with Him to defeat the antichrist
and establish the kingdom. We will sit
down with the saints of old at the mar-
riage supper of the Lamb and view the
millennial temple, where David will be
the prince among the revived nation of
Israel.
There will be one thousand years

of peace and righteousness en-
forced by the Lord. With Satan
bound, the earth will blossom, and
Christ will sit as King in Jerusalem.
The redeemed will reign with Christ,
and multitudes of resurrected saints
will mingle together, giving glory to
God. The final rebell ion and the
Great White Throne Judgment will
usher in an eternal state with no
more death. Remember—you can
believe the Bible too little, but you
cannot believe it too much! �

did. The temple was destroyed in 586
B.C., but was rebuilt and dedicated in
516 B.C., seventy years later.
These numbers bear close scrutiny.

A feature of the Bible, because it is di-
vinely inspired, is that the closer you
look, the more you realize it is ab-
solutely true. Numbers, names,
events, geography, science, human
nature—everything checks out. No
other book in the world has that char-
acteristic.
Jesus said, “The scripture cannot

be broken” (John 10:35). This was in
context with Jesus’ saying that He and
His Father (God) were one (vs. 30). The
Jews objected and accused Him of
blasphemy for making Himself God.
Jesus replied with Psalm 82:6, where
the word “gods” is applied to those
“unto whom the word of God came”
(John 10:35). The Jews were not per-
suaded. They did not believe Him.
They did not believe the Scripture.
They did not believe the miracles.
Let us decide that we are going to

believe absolutely, as much as we are
able, in Jesus and the Bible. When it
gets hard to believe, we will take our
example from the father in Mark 9:24:
“Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbe-
lief.” When the modern teachings of
science or philosophy seem to contra-
dict the Bible, wewill be guided by Ro-
mans 3:4: “Let God be true, but every
man a liar.”
When our understanding fails, we

must be patient and wait for God to
vindicate His Word, as we know He
surely will. Should Jesus return today,
the question in Luke 18:8—“Shall he
find faith on the earth?”—will be an-
swered in the affirmative, because we
will have faith.
My personal testimony is that every

fact of science that I have ever heard,
read, or learned from any source co-
incides with the Bible. After majoring
in geology at a major secular univer-
sity and learning all about rocks, fos-
sils, and evolution and keeping up
with scientific discoveries through
the years, I have yet to find a fact that
does not support the Bible. Men have
theories about all kinds of things, but
the facts strengthen my faith in the
truth of a literal interpretation of the
Bible.
When we decide to believe the

Bible, the Lord sends us confirmation
of its accuracy. The decision comes
first. If people decide not to believe it,
the Lord hides the truth from them.
This might seem harsh, but Matthew

we cannot foresee. We just have to
trust Him.
How many young people have

wanted to go to the mission field but
have decided against it because
they could not understand how God
would provide their needs? How
many have chosen not to go into full-
time Christian service because they
felt that God just could not meet
their needs for food, housing, a car,
health insurance, and so on? God
cannot take care of me, you think.
Really? Have you ever talked with
missionaries, pastors, evangelists,
Christian school teachers, or camp
directors? They will tell you one sto-
ry after another about how God has
met their needs. God is able. We just
have to believe. Find a verse. Hold
on to it. Never let it go.
After Jesus’ body was taken down

from the cross and laid in the tomb,
and the stone was rolled over the
opening, and Joseph of Arimathea
had left, it would have seemed hope-
less. It was dark. There were no
crowds. There was no teaching by
the Master, and there never would be
again—it would have seemed. Death
was final, and the Pharisees and
chief priests had won. Yet in this
hour of bereavement, “there was
Mary Magdalene, and the other
Mary, sitting over against the sepul-
chre” (Matt. 27:61).
Two women followed all the way to

the grave. They did not give up then.
They had committed their lives to the
Saviour and were not—I repeat, not—
going to give up, even in the face of
death! Would we have been so faith-
ful? Do you think that they believed Je-
sus just a little toomuch?No, you can-
not believe toomuch. You cannot trust
too much. You cannot follow too
closely.
I like the story in Daniel 9:2: “I

Daniel understood by books the
number of the years, whereof the
word of the Lord came to Jeremiah
the prophet, that he would accom-
plish seventy years in the desola-
t ions of Jerusalem.” This aged
prophet believed the numbers given
in the Bible. He had not had them
confirmed by a vision or any special
revelation. He had the books, and
that was enough. Just believe that
the inspired words of the Bible are
true.
Did the Lord restore the people to

the land and the temple at the time
foretold through Jeremiah? Yes, He
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KING Hezekiah, the eighth-century
B.C. ruler of Judah, would rank high

in any poll of performance for God. At
age twenty-five, he succeeded his fa-
ther, Ahaz, on the throne (II Kings 18:2).
Ahaz had sold out to idolatry. Hezekiah
wasdetermined to reawaken thebiblical
covenant with God.
In his first year, he began by opening

the temple doors his father had closed.
Dr. C. E. Autrey, an eminent Old Testa-
ment scholar, pointed out that Judah
had three of the greatest prophets min-
istering at the time of Hezekiah’s revival.
The biblical preaching of Isaiah, Micah,
and Hosea supported the renewal ef-
forts (Revivals of the Old Testament,
Zondervan).
Hezekiah next called for a celebration

of thePassover.He invitedJudahand Is-
rael to attend (II Chron. 30:1). It was a re-
markable success. Dr. Autrey noted that
the Bible describes the feast as the first
written reference to the Passover in over
seven hundred years.
At the time of the revival, the storm

clouds were lowering over Judah. As-
syria, the most feared nation, was on
the march. The fierce Assyrians sys-
tematically reduced every nation in
their path.
Judah was a tiny country. The As-

syrians arrived in Hezekiah’s four-
teenth year on the throne. They over-
ran the countryside and stood poised
to take Jerusalem. Hezekiah bought
off the aggressor to the tune of sixty
mil l ion dollars in today’s money
(II Kings 18:14-16). The king stripped
the gold from the temple doors he had
labored to open in his first year as king.
Did Judah have more to give? The

Assyrians may have suspected so, for
they sent an army to pressure Judah
to surrender or perish (II Kings 18:17).
It was a time for a man of prayer.

Hezekiah understood “the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God to the pulling down of
strong holds” (II Cor. 10:4). His prayer
for deliverance figured in a victory of
unimaginable proportions. Miracu-
lously, 185,000 Assyrians were slain
by the hand of God (II Kings 19:35).
Hezekiah prayed as the leader of a na-

tion should pray (vss. 14-19).
About the time of the Assyrian ulti-

matum, “in those days was Hezekiah
sick unto death” (II Kings 20:1). Most
scholars feel that the “boil” of verse 7
was not the boil we customarily think
of but more likely a carbuncle. “The in-
fection runs deeper than an ordinary
boil and has several openings. . . . It
usually covers an area several inches
in diameter, and sometimes is fatal”
(Tenney, ed., The Zondervan Pictorial
Encyclopedia of the Bible, Zonder-
van).
In Old Testament times, God had an

interesting way of telling His leaders
their lives were over. The Prophet Isa-
iah said to Hezekiah, “Thus saith the
Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou
shalt die, and not live” (II Kings 20:1).
That is abrupt. Aaron the priest
learned of his impending death that
way (Num. 20:24). God told Moses he
would die on Mount Nebo (Deut.
32:49-50). Paul said of the prospect of
his death, “I am in a strait betwixt two,
having a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ; which is far better” (Phil.
1:23-24). Nevertheless, he was willing
to remain here for the benefit of the
Philippian believers.
Hezekiah did not see it Paul’s way.

“Then he turned his face to the wall,
and prayed unto the Lord, saying, I be-
seech thee, O Lord, remember now
how I have walked before thee in truth
and with a perfect heart, and have
done that which is good in thy sight.
And Hezekiah wept sore” (II Kings
20:2-3).
The king did not directly mention his

death notice, nor did he ask for heal-
ing from his loathsome disease. In the
simplest of prayer petitions, mercy
was his heart’s desire. The king of Ju-
dah was an average man after all. It is
typical of us to point out our service to
God in hopes of an exemption from
the inexorable march to the grave.
We must say that Hezekiah was on

praying ground. The Bible tells us that
our Heavenly Father’s ear is open to
our cry. Hebrews 4:16 urges, “Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne
of grace, that we may obtain mercy,

and find grace to help in time of need.”
Not every saint will receive healing

for the asking. If that were possible,
Satan would charge that we become
Christians only to extend life here on
earth. In effect, Satan laid that charge
before God (Job 2:4).
Isaiah delivered the death notice—

all in a day’s work for a prophet. He
made it to the middle court of the tem-
ple before God ordered, “Turn again,
and tell Hezekiah . . . I have heard thy
prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I
will heal thee” (II Kings 20:5). The ill-
ness was treated. Isaiah said, “Take a
lump of figs. And they took and laid it
on the boil, and he recovered” (vs. 7).
God answered much more than a

sick man’s prayer. God spared
Jerusalem as well. “I will deliver thee
and this city out of the hand of the king
of Assyria; and I will defend this city”
(II Kings 20:6). Assyria, the scourge of
the Middle East, would be thwarted.
I have delayed discussion of an im-

portant part of God’s answer to the
king’s prayer. God added fifteen years
to the king’s life (II Kings 20:6). His
death was put off for a decade and a
half. Jesus’ friend Lazarus was raised
from the dead (John 11:44) only to die
some time later. We do not know the
day or the year. It would be interesting
to knowwhether Hezekiah faced his fi-
nal homegoing with grace.
News of Hezekiah’s recovery

spread far beyond Judah. Babylon
sent an official retinue with a gift. The
euphoric king showed the Babylonian
visitors everything in the treasury, both
wealth and armament. “There was
nothing . . . Hezekiah shewed them
not” (Isa. 39:2). Isaiah prophesied that
one day the Babylonians would carry
off these treasures and would take the
choicest of Judah’s children, such as
Daniel and Ezekiel, into captivity in the
east (vss. 6-7).
It could be said that the fifteen

added years were a disappointing in-
terlude for Judah. In addition to the
Babylonian error, Hezekiah’s son,
Manasseh, was a tyrant who, tradition
says, slew Isaiah. �
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son could deposit funds in a bank in
one city and withdraw funds in a dif-
ferent city.
Jesus’ parable of the pounds in

Luke 19 (see also His parable of the
talents in Matthew 25:14-30) shows
that it was common practice among
Jews to deposit money in a bank to
gain interest on it. Conducting banking
business was not improper for Jews,
since many Gentiles lived in Palestine.
The Mosaic Law permitted them to
carry out transactions and charge in-
terest. A Jew could deposit his money
in the bank and earn interest on it be-
cause the banker would loan out the
money to Gentiles at a higher interest
rate.
Both parables (Luke 19; Matt. 25)

have the same basic emphasis. The
Lord’s servant is obligated to be faith-
ful. Why is the third and unfaithful ser-
vant in both parables called “wicked”?
First, the master was gone for a

“long time” (Matt. 25:19) in a “far
country” (Luke 19:12). In a short time,
no significant amount of interest could
be earned. This caused each servant
to conclude that the master might not
be returning at all. Second, if the ser-
vant put the money in the bank, a
record would be made of the amount,
stipulating that themaster (not the ser-
vant) was the owner of the funds (Matt.
25:27; Luke 19:23). If the servants hid
the money and the master never re-
turned, then the servants could claim
the money for themselves. Third, if the
master did return, “the servant could
simply return the talent to his master
without loss from any poor invest-
ment. . . . His reasoning indicated he
lacked faith in his master; he proved to
be a worthless servant. As a result, he
lost what he had” (Walvoord and Zuck,
eds., The Bible Knowledge Commen-
tary, Cook).
Jesus’ teachings still apply to us to-

day. He graciously gives His gifts to
us, whether monetary, spiritual, or nat-
ural. Wemust be faithful to Him so that
when He returns to call us home, we
will hear Him say, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant” (Matt.
25:21). �

er on which bankers displayed their
money. Sometimes they had a “shop”
that stood alongside the shops of oth-
er tradesmen. Many of them were
money changers and had their busi-
ness mostly in the temple area of
Jerusalem. The money changer dealt
in small coins (cf. Matt. 21:12).
The only money accepted at the

Jewish temple was the shekel. During
the great festivals, Jews from across
the Roman world came to Jerusalem,
bringing money from their own home
areas. Jews from fifteen or more coun-
tries were often present in Jerusalem
(Acts 2:8-11). In order to purchase a
sacrifice for the temple or to pay the
annual temple tax of one-half shekel,
foreign Jews needed their currency
exchanged for shekels. This required
money changers, or bankers. Many of
those bankers made great profits by
taking unfair advantage, charging vis-
itors to Jerusalem excessive fees.
Jesus’ attitude toward the unfair

practices of themoney changers is ev-
ident in His actions of overturning their
tables. Early in His ministry, He said,
“Take these things hence; make not
my Father’s house an house of mer-
chandise” (John 2:16). At the end of
His ministry He said, “It is written, My
house shall be called the house of
prayer; but ye have made it a den of
thieves” (Matt. 21:13).
Most higher class bankers got their

start as money changers. As their
profits grew, they expanded their ac-
tivities and “would lend others money
for mortgages, purchases, and emer-
gencies” (Tenney, ed.).
These bankers often charged high

interest rates. In the Roman Empire, it
was often “the custom to charge
monthly interest at the rate of 1 per-
cent a month” (Edersheim, The Life
and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Eerd-
mans). Even Herod Agrippa had to pay
interest when he borrowed money
(Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews
18.6.3). Interest rates in Rome and
Athens could be as high as 48 percent
but typically were between 12 and 20
percent. Banking was so well estab-
lished in the Roman Empire that a per-

JESUS gave the parable of the tenpounds in Luke 19. A nobleman
called ten servants before him and
gave each of them a pound, which
was an amount of money equal to the
wages for about one hundred days of
work. The nobleman then took a jour-
ney. When he returned, he called his
servants to give an account. The first
servant reported that his one pound
had earned ten more. The second ser-
vant reported that his one pound had
earned five more. The next servant re-
ported that he had laid the pound in a
napkin and kept it until his master’s re-
turn because he feared hismaster. The
nobleman accused him of being a
wicked servant. Then we read the un-
usual words in verse 23: “Wherefore
then gavest not thou my money into
the bank, that at my coming I might
have required mine own with usury?”
Banking in biblical Palestine was not

like banking today. Prior to the Babylon-
ianCaptivity, Jewsburied their valuables
in the ground (Josh. 7:21), a practice still
observed inNewTestament times (Matt.
13:44). Individual Jews could loan mon-
ey to their countrymen, but the Mosaic
Law did not permit them to charge in-
terest, except to foreigners (Deut. 23:19-
20). This restriction was not always
obeyed (Neh. 5:10, 12).
Jews learned banking from the Baby-

loniansduring theExile.Babyloniansbe-
gan depositing money with trusted men
for safekeeping as early as 2000 B.C.
“They paid as much as one-sixtieth of
the treasure for that service” (Bromiley,
ed.,The International StandardBible En-
cyclopedia, Eerdmans). The law code of
Hammurabi (diedabout1750B.C.) spoke
about contracts for these transactions.
During the Captivity, Jews learned
quickly about banking matters. “Near a
canal by the Euphrates scholars found
the archives of a wealthy banking house
known as Murasu and Sons (450 B.C.)
which contains many Jewish names”
(Tenney,ed.,TheZondervanPictorialEn-
cyclopedia of the Bible, Zondervan).
During the Roman Empire, banking

became prominent among the Jews
even in Palestine. In most instances, a
“bank” was merely a table or a count-

The Life and Times of Jesus

Bankers
BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET
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PSALM 150 closes the book of
Psalms. Next is the book of

Proverbs, a book of wisdom, knowl-
edge, and understanding. The book of
Psalms emphasizes our relationship to
God. Praise is the dominant theme of
Psalms. It enriches the spirit, uplifts
the soul, encourages the heart, and
empowers the life.
“Praise,” used thirteen times in the six

versesofPsalm150, translates theword
halal. Psalms were sung by the Levitical
antiphonal choirs. It must have been a
wonderful blessing to hear the choir
groups sing responsive praise to the
Lord. Praise enhances one’s devotion to
the Lord. In true worship, the heart
reaches upward to focus on God’s Per-
son, power, and promises. For spiritual
growth andmaturity, you need to have a
plan in place to praise the Lord. Your life
will take on new meaning.
The Colossians knew the power of

praise, as recorded in Colossians 3:16:
“Let the word of Christ dwell (be at
home) in you richly in all wisdom; teach-
ing and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord.” Praise always focuses on God’s
grace and goodness to us. It is the life-
line to worship that builds us up in the
faith.
A. T. Robertson commented on the

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
spoken of in Colossians 3:16. He said
that “psalms . . . in the Old Testament
originally [were sung] with musical ac-
companiment . . . hymns [were] prais-
es to God composed by the Christians
like I Tim. 3:16 . . . spiritual songs [was
a] general description of all whether
with or without instrumental accom-
paniment . . . Whether with instrument
or with voice or with both it is all for
naught if the adoration is not in the
heart” (Word Pictures in the New Tes-
tament, B & H Academic).
Psalm 150:1. This psalm is a sum-

mation of praise to God. Verse 1 an-
nounces praise to the Lord in the
sanctuary. The word LORD in all capi-
tals translates the Hebrew word “Yah-
weh.” It is first used in Genesis 2:4 and
is explained in Exodus 3:14. “God said

unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the chil-
dren of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto
you.”
“Yahweh” is God’s redemption

name. The word is related to the verb
“to be.” It could be translated “God is,
was, and shall ever be.” We praise the
Lord because He provides eternal sal-
vation for us.
Israel’s worship in the sanctuary

was similar to our attendance at the
house of the Lord. Worship helps us
“grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To him be glory both now and for ever”
(II Pet. 3:18).
The praises of Psalm 150:1 extend

to God’s power in the firmament
above. He is the God of creation who
brought the world into being. The stars
extol the God of creation. Will our
praise to God be less?
Psalm 150:2. God’s mighty acts

provoke our praise. Not only did God
bring the world into being, but He also
holds all things together through
Christ (Col. 1:17). The word “consist”
here means to put together, to unite
parts into one whole. God’s power is
the greatest. The world is Christocen-
tric. He keeps everything in place.
Christ is Creator, Saviour, and High

Priest, “who being the brightness of
his glory, and the express image of his
person, and upholding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on
the right hand of the Majesty on high”
(Heb. 1:3).
The priests in the tabernacle did not

sit down. There were no chairs. Priests
continued their ministry without letting
up. One priest would go off duty as an-
other came to keep the tabernacle min-
istry going.WhenChrist, ourHighPriest,
diedon thecross,He roseafterwardand
sat down, having finished theworkof re-
demption (John 19:30; Heb. 3:1).
Another of God’s mighty acts for

which He received praise was Israel’s
deliverance from Egyptian bondage
(Exod. 12:13).
Psalm 150:3-5. These verses em-

phasize the importance of music in

worship. What would churches do
without choirs, ensembles, and instru-
ments? Instruments blend together in
music and sound for praise and wor-
ship of the Lord. The trumpet, harp,
timbrel, stringed instruments, and
loud cymbals are all in accord to extol
the name of the Lord.
One of my granddaughters is going

for a Ph.D. in violin. She is now in
Berlin, Germany, for four months of
student-teaching in music. Are you in-
volved in your church music program?
Do you feel the Lord leading you to
play an instrument? Do you need
some encouragement? Ask the Lord
to guide you. You could bring great
blessings to worshippers by playing
an instrument or singing or both.
Psalm 150:6. What a great summa-

tion of praise to the Lord! “Let every
thing that hath breath praise the Lord.
Praise ye the Lord.”
The mighty oceans, the majestic

mountains, the multi-patterned
snowflakes, the thirst-quenching rippling
brooks, the towering redwoods, the gi-
ant creaturesof thedeep, thewildbeasts
of the field, the colorful songbirds, the
breathtaking flowers—all, along with
man, exalt the Lord, Creator of all (cf.
Gen. 1:1, 21, 26-27; Matt. 6:28-29).
Did you notice how Psalm 150

ends? “Praise ye the Lord.” The writer
wanted to emphasize praising Him.
We praise the Lord for the dynamic of
the gospel. Let us notice three areas of
praise: repentance, regeneration, and
relationship.
Repentance. John the Baptist, as

the forerunner of Christ, preached re-
pentance, meaning a change of mind.
He preached, “Repent ye: for the king-
dom of heaven is at hand” (Matt. 3:2).
John’s message pointed to Christ.

Receiving Him brings salvation from
sin (cf. Rom. 10:13) and the gift of eter-
nal life (cf. John 17:3).
Regeneration. The Holy Spirit takes

the message of the gospel in mighty
power to bring forth life in the believ-
er’s soul. This is referred to as regen-
eration or the new birth (cf. John 3:3,
5; Jas. 1:18; I Pet. 1:23). Regeneration

Meditations in Psalms

Let Us Praise the Lord
BY JOHN LINEBERRY

(Continued on page 27)
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22:11-12). He also provided a ram as
a substitute for Isaac. The test had
achieved its purpose; Abraham had
proved that he would surrender unre-
servedly to the will of God.
In addition, we must remember that

this event occurred long before God
had prohibited human sacrifice in the
law. We are not told of any previous
prohibition. Thus, God’s demand may
not have seemed as extreme to Abra-
ham as it does to us. And perhapsGod
demanded it of him, in part, to reveal
to him and future generations that hu-
man sacrifice is not His will.
To the depraved mind, human sacri-

fice seemed tomake sense. To appease
an angry deity or win its favor, pagans
could think of nothing more valuable to
offer than their own children. Thus, in
times of danger or catastrophe, they
would resort to this abominable practice
(cf. II Kings 3:26-27; Mic. 6:7).
But this is far from God’s will. Salva-

tion is not a matter of giving Him our
most valuable possessions. They are
never good enough; even innocent chil-
dren have their own sinful natures and
therefore cannot atone for their parents’
sins. Even physically perfect animals—
whichwere acceptable sacrifices for Is-
rael—could only postpone judgment,
not take away sin (Heb. 10:1-4).
Thus, God did not really want Abra-

ham to kill his son. The test was real
for Abraham, but God stopped it the
moment He saw that he had passed it.
God provided a substitute, and Abra-
ham gratefully named the place Jeho-
vah-jireh, which means “the Lord will
provide” (Gen. 22:14).
This event, as many scholars note,

prefigured another sacrifice. The
Heavenly Father gave up His only Son
as an atonement for the sins of the
world. For Isaac there was a substi-
tute, and he needed no resurrection
(cf. Heb. 11:17-19). But for Jesus there
was none; He was the Substitute, and
He had to pass through death to new
life. Being sinless, He was the only
man ever qualified to be a sacrifice for

Q. How could God tempt Abraham
and ask him to offer his son as a burnt
offering?
A. The event to which you refer is
found in Genesis 22:1-14, and your
question involves two issues. The first
is that of God “tempting” Abraham (vs.
1). Does James not say that God does
not tempt (1:13)? Yes. But the Greek
and Hebrew words for “tempt” can
also mean “test,” and we must decide
which it means by its context, who is
doing it, and why.
When this word is used of God, it

means He is bringing a test to reveal
the extent of people’s faith and obedi-
ence (cf. Deut. 8:2). He never traps
them into doing evil, as Satan does.
But when people are said to “tempt”
God, they do so from a sinful lack of
faith, putting Him to a test to deter-
mine whether His word is trustworthy
(cf. Exod. 17:2, 7).
In Abraham’s case, God was testing

him to see whether his faith and love
were genuine. He was asking him to
relinquish “thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest” (Gen. 22:2).
This was the miraculously conceived
son, the heir through whom God’s
promises would be fulfilled. Godwant-
ed Abraham to face the questions of
whether he was trusting Isaac or God
to fulfill the promises and whether he
loved Isaac or God more.
The second issue your question

raises regards human sacrifice. How
could the God who would later forbid
human sacrifice in the laws of Israel
(Lev. 18:21; 20:2) and condemn it
through His prophets (Jer. 19:5; Ezek.
23:37-39) ask Abraham to do it? It
seems clear that Abraham took the
command seriously. He bound Isaac
to the altar and prepared to kill him
(Gen. 22:9-10). He also believed God
could raise him from the dead after he
had been sacrificed (Heb. 11:17-19).
But from the larger context it be-

comes clear that God never intended
that Abraham actually kill Isaac. He re-
strained him from doing so when his
obedience became evident (Gen.

The Saviour in
My Heart

We celebrate our Saviour’s birth
In many different ways.
Yule logs are burned upon the hearth;
Noel is sung in praise.

A holly wreath and evergreens
And trees with lights aglow
Excite the young and old alike,
Along with mistletoe;

But Jesus’ birth means more than
these

As Christ, the Anointed One,
He’s also Prophet, Priest, and King—
God’s gift, His only Son.

When I accept this precious gift,
His peace will be my part.
The mystery of the ages is
That He is in my heart. �

—Gertrude E. Jesser.

Bible Bookmark

Abraham and the Offering
of Isaac

BY ROBERT E. WENGER

(Continued on page 29)
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THERE is a temptation, even a dan-
ger, to point to ourselves and our

goodworks, instead of keeping our fo-
cus on Christ and the gospel. Pastor
Patrick Thurmer’s philosophy is that
God’s love for humanity is a reflection
of who He is, rather than of who we
are, and he goes to great lengths to
keep that focus at his church.
Pastor Thurmer has served Living

Faith Church in southwest Florida
since 1997. He and his wife, Karla,
moved to Florida from North Ridge-
ville, Ohio, where they served for near-
ly ten years. They have three children
and five grandchildren who all current-
ly attend the church God has entrust-
ed to them.
While the simple yet powerful mes-

sage of the gospel is alive and well in
our world today, it often plays second
fiddle to more modern idealism, which
suggests that we subscribe to a God
who is more concerned for our gener-
al joviality than for our eternal souls.
All too often we point to the attrib-

utes of the blessed rather than He who
blesses. We may purchase some new
book in hope that the author has divine

understanding of a hero of the faith.
We are tempted to believe that if we
adopt his behavior or pray the same
prayer, wemay receive a similar bless-
ing.
Pastor Thurmer tries to avoid trends

and popular theories that appear to
“work” the faith. Though he is not at all
opposed to anyone sharing his own
testimony to these things, he seems
inclined more toward the power of
God’s might through the simple yet
amazing gospel of Jesus and His love
for us.
Born in a small town in Minnesota,

Pastor Thurmer attributes a large part
of his eventual road into theministry to
his Christian upbringing. He confess-
es that he was extremely blessed to
have been surrounded with Christ-
centered relationships.
He does not discount being raised by

Christian parents who attended church
regularly and who encouraged him and
his siblings to do the same. When I
asked him about his youth, Pastor
Thurmer talked about one lifelong friend
whom he affectionately refers to as “a
steadying force in his life.”
What else lends a hand in creating a

pastor who can motivate a congrega-
tion in their faith? In addition to people
in his homelife, he credits even his col-
lege professors, calling them “mature,
caring, and compassionate, with clear
articulation of the gospel.”
One primary influence was his Sun-

day school teacher in the fifth grade
who confessed that he had learned
right along with the rest of the class.
Even now when Pastor Thurmer at-
tends Sunday school in his own
church, he is unafraid to ask questions
right along with the rest of the class.
He encourages his congregation to

boast only in the cross, calling humili-
ty an “elusive quality, one in which the
possessor himself or herself would fail
to see if it were truly there.” He open-
ly shares personal shortcomings and
failures to discourage people from
thinking more highly of his pastoral
role than they ought.

Pastor Thurmer names the bondage
of legalism as the biggest deterrent of
the gospel. While he supports and
cheers his flock as they do good works,
he often preaches that they should have
no misunderstanding that it is Christ in
the Christian who moves one to follow
the imperatives of the Bible.
“Legalism makes the Cross worth-

less,” he states. “It tells us that our
standing with God is improved or di-
minished based on our behavior, in-
stead of on the finished work of
Christ.” He goes on to say that legal-
ism’s worst trait is that it glorifies man
instead of God, who loved us enough
to give His only Son.
“Our hope is not in what we do but

rather in whose we are. But that does
not mean we do not do anything,”
says Pastor Thurmer. He explains
God’s law head-on.
“For the Christian, God’s law is an

expression of love instituted by God
out of love to preserve good order and
lasting relationships and is used for
the Christian as a guide for expressing
love. Christ Himself reminds us that
the law was given for man; man was
not given for the law. When we stop
seeing the law as an expression of
God’s love for us and a guide for
showing us how to love our neighbor,
God instantly becomes a cruel task-
master and our neighbor becomes a
burden.”
He reminds his congregation to

serve joyfully, honor parents, and go
the extra mile at work, saying that the
Christian loves through the law, not
merely by the law. It is the pastor’s
contention that God in His grace de-
sires that we know not only the joy of
being loved but also the joy of freely
loving others.
Pastor Thurmer says that Christian

love flows from faith, not merit. He
teaches that love is not rooted in the
worthiness of its recipient but rather in
the will of the One to whom our faith
clings—the One who freely loves us.
He is determined not to let the people
God has entrusted to him believe that

Testimonies of Faith

Patrick Thurmer: Looking to the Finished
Work on the Cross

BY PAULETTE L. REESE

Patrick Thurmer
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was shed upon the cross.
When one hears one of Pastor

Thurmer’s sermons on God’s liberat-
ing love and extravagant grace, it can
be a bit confusing at first in light of all
the law the Bible seems to profess. At
first glance it may seem as though he
believes that one need not bother try-
ing to uphold the law. Quite the oppo-
site is true.
He teaches that Christians should

look at the Ten Commandments as
though they were majestic and im-
passable. Imagine each of them as the
Atlantic Ocean, the Grand Canyon, or
Mount Everest. We find that we cannot
navigate any of them ourselves. Jesus
must navigate, while we collapse in
His arms.
Like Abraham, Pastor Thurmer says

that when he was called into the min-
istry, he had no idea where he was go-
ing to serve. At approximately thirty
years old, someone in his Sunday
school class asked whether anyone
sensed a call, and he said he knew
that wasmeant for him. He had a heart
for church-planting and home mis-
sions.
Pastor Thurmer describes the way

his childhood faith continues to in-
struct him today. He says, “Our com-
mitment to God as leaders is enor-
mous. We have a responsibility to
uphold a good theology that begins,
stays with, and ends at the cross of
Christ.” �

In fact, Pastor Thurmer says one of
the most common things we seem to
get caught up in is howwell we are do-
ing at living out the Christian life. It
would be easier, he says, to explain
what taking up one’s cross does not
entail.
“It is not asceticism, merely giving

up something, some worldly pleas-
ure. In fact, you can give everything
away, live in complete isolation and
utter poverty, and still be full of your-
self.” He notes that Paul admon-
ished believers, “And though I be-
stow all my goods to feed the poor,
and though I give my body to be
burned, and have not charity, it prof-
iteth me nothing” (I Cor. 13:3).
He goes on to say that truly taking

up one’s cross is also not the mere ap-
pearance of piety. We all can do good
deeds and pious-looking things with
our eyes really fixed on what we are
doing instead of whatChrist has done.
Pastor Thurmer teaches that strict

adherence to the law should not be
our motive, for we are incapable of
keeping the law. He reminds that if we
break one part of the law, we break the
whole law. No man, except Jesus, is
capable of keeping the whole law.
Pastor Thurmer says that taking up

our cross is not even seeking after
God, though we may desire to do so,
because Scripture reveals that our
hearts are desperately wicked (cf. Jer.
17:9) and incapable of the task. He
concludes finally that taking up our
cross looksmore like despairing of self
altogether.
So what of our good works? Our pi-

ous deeds? Certainly God wants
these things included in our daily
Christian living. Pastor Thurmer says
that of course we are to do those
things, but it is not our business to
brag about it. The right hand is not to
know what the left hand is doing (cf.
Matt. 6:3).
We know God will bring forth fruit in

a Christian much the same way an or-
ange tree will naturally produce or-
anges. When we focus on ourselves,
thinking too highly of our good works,
what we see as fruit more closely re-
sembles ornaments in reality.
Pastor Thurmer says that there is

a more pertinent question than How
am I doing? or Am I producing
enough fruit? The question is: To
whom do I belong? The answer, of
course, is, I belong to the one true
God. I have been bought, paid for,
and freed by the blood of Christ that

Christianity is a system based on their
own good works but rather it is rooted
in the work of Christ on the cross.
One of the policies put into place at

his church is a song rating system. The
worship team is asked to submit the
lyrics to songs they intend to use for
services, and they are rated based on
their glorification of God or man.
A song that points only to God, such

as “In Christ Alone” (Getty and Town-
send), would be given a number one
rating for its usefulness in teaching the
gospel and glorifying God. A song that
glorifies God but talks about our re-
sponse to His love and provision
would receive a number two rating.
Most songs fall into the number two
category.
A song is given a number three rat-

ing when it is predominantly about our
experience or response, instead of
God’s provision. Pastor Thurmer asks
the worship team to include at least
one number one rated song and no
more than one number three rated
song in each worship service.
While this may seem a small step to

take, it is surprising how much of our
attention shifts back onto ourselves
when we take our eyes off the Cross.
Pastor Thurmer has regularly stated
that Christians often have a desire to
celebrate Easter without first going
through the agony of the Cross.
Pastor Thurmer’s thinking is that it is

easier to busy ourselves with improv-
ing our daily living than to ponder a
God who is willing to make Himself
lower than the heavenly host, take on
the full nature and temptations of man,
overcome them, and be brutally pun-
ished by death on a cross—all for us.
He cautions his congregation not to

mistake the reason for Christ’s coming
to earth. In a sermon titled “Christian
Dying,” he talks about the “Christian
Living” section of a local bookstore.
“Christ,” he states, “came to reme-

dy man’s greatest problem—spiritual
death. To make Jesus into anything
other than the remedy for death is to
reduce Him to a rabbit’s foot or a lucky
penny. Jesus came to make us what
we are meant to be, that is, good in
God’s sight and perfectly and eternal-
ly alive.”
Should we not try to live a life pleas-

ing to our Heavenly Father? Should we
not heed the imperatives of the Bible?
“Absolutely do these things,” says the
pastor, “but make no mistake about
where the desire to do them and the
power to act them out comes from.”

Let Us Praise the Lord

(Continued from page 24)

puts Christ in us; the baptizing work of
the Holy Spirit puts us in Christ (cf.
John 14:20; I Cor. 12:13).
Relationship. When a person is

saved, an unbreakable relationship is
established. God imparts His eternal
life and nature in us (II Pet. 1:4; cf. John
5:24; 10:27-30).
When we are sons of God by faith,

He will never give up on us or leave us
(cf. Heb. 13:5-6). As our Father, God
will protect and provide for us each
step of the way on life’s journey from
earth to heaven. Isaiah the prophet
spoke of this relationship (Isa. 32:17).
Have you stopped to praise the Lord

for who He is and for what He has done
for us? It is a good spiritual exercise to
begin each day and be blessed. �
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WHENAmerican evangelist Dwight
Moody completed his message

on Christ the Good Shepherd at Edin-
burgh, Scotland, in 1874, he asked
soloist Ira D. Sankey for an appropri-
ate hymn. At first unsure what to sing,
Sankey then remembered the poem
he had clipped from a newspaper on
the train. The words perfectly fit
Moody’s message, so Sankey
propped the clipping on his portable
organ and began to sing. Elizabeth
Clephane’s words fit the impromptu
melody: “There were ninety and nine
that safely lay in the shelter of the
fold.” And so was born the classic
hymn “The Ninety and Nine.”
Creating hymns was only one of Ira

D. Sankey’s musical talents. He
served many years as soloist for
Dwight L. Moody. Today we know him
for the melodies of the classic hymns
“Trusting Jesus,” “Faith Is the Victory,”
“Hiding in Thee,” and “A Shelter in the
Time of Storm.”
Ira David Sankey was born in Au-

gust 1840 into a devout family in Edin-
burg, Pennsylvania. He became a
Christian in 1856 at a church revival
meeting near his home.
After a family move to Newcastle,

Sankey joined a local church. As choir
director there, he introduced instru-
mental music. He also worked in his
father’s bank.
As the Civil War began, Sankey en-

listed in the army, where he assisted
chaplains with music in camp servic-
es. He returned home to work, like his
father, for a government agency.
Meanwhile, in September 1863 he
married Fanny V. Edwards, a member
of his church choir and a teacher in
Sunday school. Theywould have three
sons.
In 1867, Sankey joined the Young

Men’sChristianAssociation.Healsobe-
came a well-known singer at both reli-
gious and secular events. However, he
did not take payment because he did
not consider himself a professional.
Sankey first met Dwight Moody at a

YMCA convention in 1870. Sankey ar-
rived a bit late to a prayer service and
sat down near a minister friend. This

friend had a suggestion: “‘Mr. Sankey,
the singing here has been abominable;
I wish you would start up something
when that man stops praying, if he
ever does’” (Sankey, My Life and the
Story of the Gospel Hymns, Harper
and Brothers).
Sankey began to sing “There Is a

Fountain Filled with Blood.” As the
congregation joined in, it brought a
“brighter aspect” to themeeting, as he
later wrote. When the service was
over, Sankey met Moody, who asked
him about his job. When Sankey told
him, Moody suddenly announced,
“You will have to give that up. . . . to
come to Chicago and help me in my
work. . . . I have been looking for you
for the last eight years” (Sankey).
Moody explained that he needed a

soloist whose songs would set the
right mood for the messages and not
distract. Sankey considered Moody’s
offer for several months, then he re-
signed his government job and joined
Moody in 1871.
Sankey joined Moody’s team for a

two-year British tour. They soon real-
ized that British audiences were often
unfamiliar with Moody’s way of speak-
ing and uncomfortable with Sankey’s
music. The latter was because many
churches, particularly in Scotland, op-
posed the use of solos and instru-
mental music in church, preferring
their congregations sing the psalms.
A turn of advertising phrase soon

helped solve the challenge. Sankey
sang at one church where the former-
ly skeptical minister was impressed. A
few days later, placards advertising
the meetings appeared, describing
Moody as preaching the gospel and
Sankey as “singing” the gospel.
Sankey later wrote, “Thus the phrase,
‘sing the gospel’ originatedwith one of
the most conservative ministers in
England.”
In Scotland, some objected to

Sankey’s using a portable organ, or
“kist o’ whistles,” as they called it.
Sankey decided to deal with the chal-
lenge by gradual introductions. At one
service he began by asking the con-
gregation to sing a psalm, and “to this

they responded with a will, as it was
safe and common ground for all de-
nominations.” There followed Scrip-
ture reading and a prayer, which was
the traditional order.
Sankey described what happened

next: “The song selected for my first
solo was ‘Jesus of Nazareth passeth
by.’ The intense silence that pervaded
that great audience during the singing
of this song at once assured me that
even ‘human hymns,’ sung in a prayer-
ful spirit, were indeed likely to be used
of God to arrest attention and convey
gospel truth to the hearts of men in
bonny Scotland, even as they had in
other places.” After an address and
closing prayer, Sankey sang, “Hold the
Fort.” Then he invited the congrega-
tion to join in the chorus, “which they
did with such heartiness and such
power that [he] was further convinced
that gospel songswould prove as use-
ful and acceptable to the masses in
Edinburgh as they had in the cities of
York and Newcastle in England.”
Moody and his team returned to the

U.S. in August 1875. Over the next
decades, Sankey continued to tour
with Moody and also published hymn
collections. His first book, Sacred
Songs and Solos, published in 1873,
was the first of several versions. The
1903 edition contained 1,200 num-
bers. One source estimated that even-
tually more than 80 million copies of
the hymnal were sold. Sankey used
the hymnal royalties to support sever-
al of Moody’s educational projects.
Gradually, Sankey’s health and his

sight failed. By 1903 he was totally
blind. He published his biography in
1906 and died in August 1908 in
Brooklyn, New York.
Though Sankey never had any pro-

fessional musical training, he “sang
the gospel” by combining his mellow
baritone voice with a love for Christ.
An English newspaper clearly and
succinctly summarized Sankey’s con-
tribution: “Music in his hands is . . . the
handmaid of the gospel and the voice
of the heart” (Osbeck, 101More Hymn
Stories, Kregel). �

Testimonies of Faith

Singing the Gospel: Ira D. Sankey
BY ANNE ADAMS
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the subjects of God’s incarnation and
indwelling Holy Spirit. The same mind,
the same love, the same compassion
andmercy that we have come to know
in Jesus and that reveal God’s glory
poured out in all creation are given ful-
ly to us by our baptism in Christ's
name and by the power of His Spirit
(Phil. 2:1-11). Is it wrong to take Paul
at his word? The alternative, it seems,
is to resign ourselves to a slow and
frustrating death.
Where shall we go? Something good

andbeautifulwaits tobeborn in the flesh
and spirit of our lives, and I want to be-
lieve in the Christian church that I love
and call my home. God is saddened, I
imagine, when we stop expecting the
unexpected. “The power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee” (Luke 1:35). Can
we believe it? Better still, can we also
feel and imagine it?
In my own struggle to live prayerfully

and hopefully in these difficult times, I
have only to watch my children romp-
ing around the backyard or splashing
with joyful abandon in their bath at the
end of a day to remember that miracles
are happening here and now in hidden
places across the earth. But they donot
usually happen simply by divine fiat. On
the holy day of Christmas, we pray for
the grace to discern the Spirit’s call and
for renewed trust and fortitude to say
yes. “Blessed is she that believed: for
there shall be a performance of those
things which were told her from the
Lord” (Luke 1:45). God calls for our par-
ticipation. �

of Christmas Eve and sing “Silent
Night”; that is when we feel the thrill of
hope rising in our hearts and contem-
plate the God who comes in Jesus,
who took on Himself the humility and
defenselessness of our own human
condition. For a moment in and be-
yond all time, the soul feels its own
worth, and a weary world rejoices.
For me, the spirit of the Nativity

draws near in the lingering embraces
of my children at bedtime. Jesus
brings patience amid daily chaos. Je-
sus overshadows us at night, when
the house grows still and we can rest
again in the quiet of one another’s
company. In the fullness of each new
day, God invites our participation in
the life story of love. In saying yes, we
discover our own worth.
The Nativity, then, encompasses

so much along with the Child Jesus.
It takes a people to welcome and
nurture a child, even a divine one.
Christ was born in the fullness of
time, and we must not forget the full-
ness of human receptivity and free-
dom that prepared the way for
Christ ’s advent in history. First
among the cooperators in this divine
drama were the Jewish people, from
whom came Joseph and Mary.
Mary’s capacity to be still and attend
to the Spirit’s call, as well as her
courage in saying yes, had long
been prepared by her ancestors in
faith. So too was Jesus taught in the
ways of prayer by His parents as He
“increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favour with God and man”
(Luke 2:52).
Mary’s was not the first Jewish

heart, nor the last, to yield itself to the
Spirit regardless of the cost. Hers was
not an enforced obedience but the free
and more costly yes of covenantal
partnership. As a people of God still on
pilgrimage in history, we are called to
such obedience. As born-again Chris-
tians, we continue to look to God to
kindle our hearts and transform our
weary church and our divided com-
munities.
To rekindle the spirit of the Nativity

would be to pray for the grace of
courage and hope that can transform
us into a joyful people. God is with us,
no less than He was with Joseph,
Mary, and all the apostles. We too are

WHEN I was a child, the stories of
Jesus’ birth captured my imag-

ination. But as a young man growing
up in the faith, the mystery of Christ-
mas was mostly lost on me. As I grew,
the Nativity story seemed fixed in cen-
turies long past and spoke to realities
that I assumed were long gone from
the face of the earth.
It was not until I became a father

that the mystery of Christmas began
to come alive in my heart. With the
birth of two children, the drama of
love, “And the Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us” (John 1:14),
became real to me once more. I be-
gan to hear the Nativity stories
through the ears of my heart, as it
were, and to see through the eyes of
my imagination. The incarnation be-
came a lifeline I could grab on to with
both hands; God’s nearness was
palpable in the tangible stuff of an
ordinary day. Today the birth narra-
tives disturb and give hope in their
capacity to speak to a world that
labors in great darkness. The gospel
speaks to the hearts of a people
grown weary with persecution, un-
rest, uncertainty, disappointment,
and scandal. The Nativity sustains
me in hope and expectation.
The Nativity reminds us that the nar-

ratives of Jesus’ birth are not merely
comforting stories that call us back to
the simplicity and innocence of lost
childhood. The Nativity stories have a
dangerously prophetic sting or a spark
that explodes into our moments of
need if we are able to hear them with
the ears of our hearts.
From an earthly perspective, why

should we put our faith in the inno-
cent Child of the Nativity, a vulnera-
ble God who could be killed? The
most honest answer may be that we
do not. We put our faith in many
gods but not in the One whose pow-
er is shown in mercy and whose love
encompasses all persons—thus our
profound need for the Nativity sto-
ries. They make room in our imagi-
nations for the true Son of God, the
One who lives in every chosen child.
Christ reveals Himself to persons of
every race, nation, and culture.
Perhaps the church draws nearest

to the mystery of incarnation when the
people of God gather in the darkness

The Weary World Rejoices
BY CYRIL LATZOO, PH.D.

sin (cf. 10:11-12). Perhaps it was in
this sense that Abraham saw Jesus’
“day” and “was glad” (John
8:56). �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Abraham and the Offering of Isaac

(Continued from page 25)
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THE Apostle Paul once asked a
church in Italy, “How shall they

hear without a preacher?” (Rom.
10:14). When a deaf person reads this
verse in Scripture, it strikes a deep
chord. How can someone physically
unable to hear due to genetics, injury,
or aging hear the gospel preached?
The deaf hear with their eyes through

sign language. The challenge is not their
ability to understand, formost have nor-
mal andabove intelligence. The real hur-
dle is reaching into the deaf community
with the good news of Jesus Christ and
discipling deaf believers with biblical
teaching and preaching. Why is this dif-
ficult? The obstacle is cultural distance.
The deaf feel isolated from the hearing
world, so they live in a community often
closed to those who do not speak their
language and understand their culture.
The deaf enjoy warm and meaning-

ful relationships, rich experiences, and
a good life, just like the hearing. But
the shortage of deaf pastors and
schools committed to training deaf
leaders presents a significant chal-
lenge. In addition, in many countries
there are few Bible-believing churches
and pastors. If hearing the gospel
means receiving and accepting the
message, “How shall the deaf hear
without a preacher?”

ONE CHURCH’S RESPONSE
Although the Hamadera Bible Church

(HBC) in Osaka, Japan, is made up of
mostly hearing believers, the church is
committed to reaching deaf communi-
ties in Japan. This passion requires a
teachable and persistent team of pas-
tors and a caring congregation.
Shuji, senior pastor of HBC, and

Daisuke, assistant pastor and director
of the church’s training ministry,
Hamadera Bible Institute (HBI), are
busy shepherds. They face all the
pressures of ministry and run to keep
up with the church’s needs. But they
also have hearts for reaching deaf
people. What is more, they know that
it is difficult and ineffective for them to
try to evangelize and disciple deaf
people themselves. Here is why.

THE FIRST CHALLENGE
Thepastors feel incapableof reaching

into the deaf community. After all, they
did not grow up “speaking” sign lan-
guage, and they know very little about
ministering within deaf culture. Also,
they realize that the deaf community
would not quickly receive them. Even if
they knew sign language fluently, they
would face rejection. Inmany situations,
the deaf might misunderstand them

when the pastors present the need for
salvation and spiritual growth. As a re-
sult, the deaf might not accept the pas-
tors’ sincere efforts.

A DEAF TRAINING SCHOOL
Now meet Jun. Although Jun’s father

andmother are deaf, Jun canhear. Jun’s
father pastors a deaf house church and
has planted and pastored several other
deaf churches in Japan, where deaf
churches tend to be small but close fel-
lowships. To make a long story short,
Jun came searching for pastoral training
in the world of the hearing so that he
could reach the deaf.
At the time Jun came to study with

Daisuke and Shuji, Jun’s father, Pastor
Minatozaki, also oversaw a number of
small deaf assemblies ledby lay leaders.
One of these groups met in a home not
far from HBC. Because Pastor Mina-
tozaki was the only trained leader in the
area, the house church asked him to
baptize some new deaf believers. The
deafpastor contactedHBCbecause the
church had a baptistery that the small
house church could use.
The first contact included introduc-

tions and a brief conversation about
the need for deaf ministry training. It
was the start of a lasting and important
relationship. Some time later, Shuji vis-
ited the deaf ministry headquarters
where Pastor Minatozaki served. By
the good hand of God, the pastor in-
troduced Shuji to Jun.
Not longafter, Jundecided tocome to

Hamadera Bible Institute to finish his
training. He planned to attend HBI for
only three months, but he stayed ten
years. During that time, HBI trained Jun
by teaching him in the classroom and
eventually mentoring him through an in-
ternship. Strategically, the pastors fo-
cusedon training Jun tobecomeacom-
petent interpreter who knew theology,
Bible content, and ministry in order to
convey sermons, lessons, and other
messages accurately.

THE IMPORTANCE OF AN
INTERPRETER
Teachers and preachers in deaf cul-

ture rely on good interpreters. In many

Missions

How Shall They Hear?
BY DAVE DEUEL

Deaf ministry training at Hamadera Bible Institute
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to reaching the deaf community be-
lieve that the deaf should have their
own churches. If the hearing commu-
nity cannot share the gospel with deaf
people due to language and cultural
barriers, or if deaf people cannot at-
tend a hearing church for various rea-
sons, then a deaf church might be
best, at least for some people. HBI
faces this difference of opinion by fo-
cusing on training leaders and letting
them make their own decisions.

FUTURE MINISTRY
COMMITMENTS
Both deaf and hearing believers at

HBI work together toward exalting
Christ by reaching the deaf communi-
ty. This ministry commitment unites
them. They are a community of deaf
and hearing believers unseparated by
language and cultural differences, for
they have created their own culture fo-
cused on mission. God has united
their hearts to complete thismission to
the deaf.
Shuji and Daisuke pray that someday

soon Jun will help train deaf instructors
to teach at HBI. A close colleague, Ta-
dayuki, already teaches men and
women in deaf churches. He invites oth-
er deaf pastors,most ofwhomhave had
no prior formal training, to HBI.
When deaf instructors teach deaf stu-

dents, HBI will be fully indigenized; that
is, it will be taught and led by the deaf,
the very group it aims to reach. Shuji and
Daisuke will continue to assist and sup-
port, as they are able. Jun and Tadayuki
will not need to interpret sermons and
Bible lessons into deaf language. They
will speak directly to the community of
which they are an active part.
Like any people, the deaf cannot hear

without a preacher. A trained interpreter
may ensure that the message reaches
deaf congregants in any church context.
And a biblically trained deaf preacher
may shepherddeaf believers better than
a hearing pastor who knows neither the
language nor the culture.
Hamadera Bible Institute trains deaf

leaders to reach deaf communities in
Japan through deaf interpreters in
hearing churches and deaf pastors in
deaf churches. Who will train pastors,
interpreters, and other deaf Christian
leaders in other places? How shall
they hear?
The Hamadera Bible Institute is a

member of The Master’s Academy In-
ternational (TMAI). For more informa-
tion about HBI or TMAI, go to
www.tmai.org/japan. �

tant, because at HBI students want to
understand Scripture so that they can
teach it to others.

MORE CHALLENGES
Although it was not easy, Daisuke and

Shuji needed to learn as much as they
could about cultural differences be-
tween themselves and the deaf just to
help Jun. Understanding the deaf com-
munity is crucial because the potential
for miscommunication and confusion is
great. Resulting suspicion can undercut
relationships essential to training. This is
not a big problem in the classroom. But
when HBI leaders mentor deaf students
in life issues, ministry practices, and
more subtle beliefs, challenges abound.
All parties involved need to be patient
and listen carefully.
During the initial period, the pastors

and Jun learned a valuable lesson—as
relationships with the deaf deepened,
the challenges lessened. Jun helped the
pastors see that the relationships had to
startwith a genuine interest anda strong
personal commitment. In fact, by train-
ing deaf leaders, Daisuke and Shuji
would not need to go through all of the
language, cultural, and social barriers to
reach the deaf community. Deaf pastors
could train deaf students. Not only
would it be easier for deaf pastors and
interpreters to train deaf students, but
they also would be more effective.

THE DEAF SCHOOL TODAY
Jun still interprets classes at HBI, but

he is also a pastor with a family. Hemin-
isters in his father’s church as a skilled
interpreter and trained pastor. Strategi-
cally, Jun works with other hearing chil-
dren who have deaf parents. By his own
experience, he knows that hearing chil-
dren are the family’s connection to the
hearing world. The children of deaf par-
ents have one foot in each world. It is a
difficult life, and Junministers specifical-
ly to them through personal encourage-
ment and instruction.

ONGOING CHALLENGES
Theschool still facesproblems.Active

and growing ministries like HBI wrestle
withhowtodo theirworkbest.Onechal-
lenge that the pastors and Jun continu-
ally face is whether the deaf need their
own churches. Someone might ask,
Why can deaf people not attend a hear-
ing church and learn through an inter-
preter?Many hearing churches have ef-
fective deaf ministries.
In contrast, some people committed

ways, the ability of the interpreter is as
important as the ability of the teacher
or preacher. Translating messages ac-
curately is difficult.
Pastor Minatozaki had attended a

seminary for hearingpastors, but noone
ever interpreted for him. Although hard
to imagine, he could learn only through
what the professor wrote on the black-
board. Sometimes he could read the
teacher’s lips, but most of the time he
had no idea what the teacher was say-
ing.
Isolated from his hearing peers, who

sat right next to him in class, and frus-
trated because he understood so little
of what the teacher said, Pastor Mina-
tozaki taught himself the best he
could. A generation later, Jun and his
father did not want other deaf pastors
and their churches to suffer this way.
They believed that the key was a good
interpreter. Jun set his heart on meet-
ing this great need.
After ten years, the day came for Jun

to return to the deaf community for serv-
ice at his father’s church. There Jun
served faithfully, for HBI prepared him to
takeBible knowledge andpracticalmin-
istry to his beloved deaf community.
What about the benefits for Hama-

dera Bible Church? HBC did not have
a deaf ministry before Jun arrived.
Having Jun involved in the church and
institutemadeHBC aware of the need.
Soon that awareness of the need
turned into a mission. At that time, no
formal training was available for deaf
pastors in Japan. HBC committed to
training leaders to reach into the deaf
community by training deaf leaders.

LEARNING IN A DEAF
CLASSROOM
Welcome to an HBI classroom where

Daisuke is teaching a class. Jun inter-
prets Daisuke’s spoken lesson by trans-
lating it into sign language for the deaf
students. One student raises a hand to
ask a question through Jun. Daisuke ex-
plains by writing on the whiteboard. Jun
then translates Daisuke’s response. It
sounds awkward, but it works very well,
although it requires persistence and
clear thinking on the part of teacher, in-
terpreter, and student.
Next, the deaf student reads his

Bible and asks a question about a spe-
cific verse. Pastor Daisuke looks at the
verse in his Bible and answers the
question, again through Jun. Although
communication goes rather slowly at
times, both teacher and student can
read the Bible together. This is impor-
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RACHEL!” Joel exclaimed as he
came around the corner of the

store display. “We need to leave right
away!”
“I thought you said we could stay

and shop here for a while,” Rachel
said, perplexed.
“There’s a big snowstorm coming,”

her husband continued. “I waswalking
past electronics, and they had the lo-
cal news on.We need to try to beat the
storm.”
“I was hoping to find some shoes to

go with my Christmas dress,” Rachel
said, sighing. “Look, there is a pair that
should do nicely.” She pulled the box
from the shelf and quickly tried on the
right shoe. “I think these will be fine.
And, even better, they’re on clearance;
so I’m saving a lot of money.”
The pair quickly paid for the shoes

and exited the store. The snow was
just beginning to fall as they reached
the interstate highway.
For the next two hours, Joel guided

them home through strong winds and
heavy snow. They were relieved to fi-
nally get home safely. “Thank You,
Lord,” Rachel said with a sigh as they
closed their front door to the snow-
storm.
The next few weeks went by quick-

ly, and it was soon time to celebrate
Christmas. It was Joel and Rachel’s
first time hosting their families on this
special day.
“How many are we having here for

Christmas?” Joel asked as he helped
unload still another few bags of gro-
ceries. “I don’t think we’ve ever had
this much food in our house at one
time!”
Rachel laughed. “We have fifteen

coming. I know it seems like a lot of
food, but we’re just not used to having
so many guests all at once.”
“Is anyone else bringing food?” her

husband asked.
“Of course they are! My mother is

bringing her famous pecan pie along
with a couple of pumpkin pies. Your
mother is bringing the vegetable dish-
es: green bean casserole and baked
corn,” Rachel listed. “And my sister
Rae Ann is bringing a variety of coffees

and teas, as well as a selection of her
delicious Christmas cookies.”
“It will certainly be a feast!” Joel said

heartily.
Two days before Christmas, Rachel

decided to do a last-minute ironing of
her new Christmas dress. The bur-
gundy and forest green plaid would
look festive on the big day. Rachel had
enjoyed sewing her new dress, and
now she had special shoes to go with
it. Rachel thought it might be wise to
wear the shoes around the house for a
while to break them in a bit. She took
the shoe box down from her closet
shelf. She put on the right shoe and
admired it. Yes, it would look nice with
her new dress. But when she tried to
put on the left shoe, it was too tight to
fit on her foot!
What was going on? Rachel looked

inside the shoe, and she was dis-
mayed to see that the left shoe was
two sizes smaller than the right shoe!
Rachel felt a sinking sensation in her

stomach. How could this have hap-
pened? She shook her head. Was she
imagining this? No, it was reality. Her
bargain shoes were now worthless to
her.
Rachel put both shoes back in the

box and set it up on the shelf.
Rachel squared her shoulders. It

was not the end of the world. She
would simply wear another dress for
Christmas. Maybe she would be able
to find a similar pair of shoes in the af-
ter-Christmas sales.
Christmas Day was clear, with the

snow dazzling in the sunlight. Joel and
Rachel enjoyed welcoming their fami-
ly to their home. As Rachel’s sister Rae
Ann entered, she said, “Rachel, where
is your new dress? I thought you were
going to wear it today.”
“I’ll tell you later,” Rachel said quiet-

ly. No reason to put a damper on the
festivities.
Later, when they all were stuffed

with the great food, the two sisters had
an opportunity to talk privately. Rachel
told Rae Ann the story of the shoes.
Rae Ann shook her head. “That’s so
strange! I wonder how two different-
sized shoes ended up in the same

box.”
Rachel said, “I’ve been trying to fig-

ure it out. Did a child get bored shop-
ping with his mother and start switch-
ing the shoes around? Or did some
shopper simply make a mistake and
place the shoe in the wrong box? I
don’t know.”
“So now the question is, What are

you going to do with those shoes?”
Rae Ann asked.
“Well, I can’t return them. The store

is too far away. Besides, they were on
clearance, so I don’t know whether
they would take them back even if I
drove the two hours and tried to return
them,” said Rachel.
“I guess you could donate them to a

resale store,” Rae Ann began, “but—”
“I couldn’t just drop them off,”

Rachel asserted. “That would be like a
cruel joke.”
It was not long after Christmas that

their church announced a clothing ex-
change. It was a way for families to
help each other out by donating gen-
tly used winter clothing they may have
outgrown or not worn for a while.
Rachel called the church office and

explained to the secretary about the
shoes. She suggested Rachel donate
the shoes with a note on them so that
women looking for shoes would un-
derstand.
Reluctantly, Rachel agreed to do-

nate the shoes alongwith a note.What
good can these shoes be for anyone?
she wondered.
On the day of the clothing ex-

change, Rachel helped at the church.
She always enjoyed helping people
find just the right clothing items. A
young mother of three was excited to
find a colorful winter jacket for her tod-
dler daughter. “With two older broth-
ers, this poor girl has had too many
hand-me-downs,” she said, laughing.
“It’s about time she had a jacketmeant
for a little girl.”
Rachel carefully folded the pink-

and-purple jacket and placed it in a
bag. “I think I saw a pair of mittens and
a hat that would go well with this jack-
et,” Rachel pointed out. “Yes, there
they are.” She picked up the hat and

Adults

Those Shoes
BY JUDY CARLSEN
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riedly bought those shoes because of
the snowstorm. That had been a nerv-
ous trip home for Joel and her. She
had been so thankful that he had been
the one driving and not her. “I would
have had to stop somewhere until the
storm passed,” she told herself.
Now God had used those “unus-

able” shoes for His glory.
In fact, Rachel reminded herself,

God prompted me to buy those shoes
in the first place! He knew back in De-
cember that a woman from our church
would need them in January for a job
interview!
As the woman had said, we serve an

amazing God!
Romans 8:28 suddenly came to

Rachel’s mind. “And we know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose.”
WhenRachel had found that her shoes
were mismatched, she had thought
that buying them had been a big mis-
take. But God’s plan worked out for
the good of the woman who needed
those shoes at just that time.
Rachel also realized how blessed

she felt to be another person’s answer
to prayer. She experienced a great
feeling of being used byGod and help-
ing a sister in Christ.
Rachel recal led how God had

used circumstances for His glory in
the life of Joseph. Hated by his
brothers, the teenager had been
sold into slavery in Egypt. God en-
abled Joseph to interpret dreams,
which saved Egypt from starvation
and catapulted him into the second-
in-command position.
When his brothers came to buy

grain, Joseph eventually reconnected
with his family. The whole clan moved
to Egypt, protecting them until God’s
timing was right for them to return to
the Promised Land.
Only God could plan and complete

such a wide-ranging scenario!
Rachel could not wait to get home

to tell Joel the news. She knew he
would rejoice that those shoes were
useful to someone in need.
As she drove the car into the garage,

Rachel smiled. In spite of it being a
cloudy, wintry Saturday in January, it
seemed as if Christmas had returned.
Entering through the kitchen door,

Rachel said, “Joel, you won’t believe
what happened with those
shoes.” �

act same size. But are your feet really
two different sizes?” Rachel asked.
“Yes, indeed they are,” the woman

said.
“Where do you buy shoes?” Rachel

inquired. “I mean, how—”
“I don’t switch the shoes around

and confuse people like what hap-
pened to you,” said the woman. “No, I
usually buy the larger size and then
stuff lots of those soft inserts into the
left shoe so that they fit a bit better.
Custom-made shoes are too expen-
sive.”
The woman looked again at the

shoes. “These will be great for my job
interview. I really need this job. You
see, my husband’s company has cut
the workers’ hours because of the
economy. The Lord has given me this
possible opportunity to help with our
finances.”
Rachel hugged the woman. “I don’t

know whether I’ve ever been an an-
swer to prayer before, but it is a great
feeling. I’ll be praying for you about the
job interview on Monday.”
The two women exchanged phone

numbers so that they could keep in
touch. “Please let me know how the
interview goes,” Rachel insisted.
“Oh, I will,” the woman agreed.

“God is good.”
As Rachel drove home after the

clothing exchangewas over, she could
still hardly believe the shoes were ac-
tually useful for someone. She shook
her head.My problem turned out to be
another person’s answer to prayer!
She recalled the day she had hur-

mittens. “They may be a bit large right
now, but she’ll grow into them soon.”
The young mother was excited to

receive all the pieces of clothing for
her daughter. “Now she’ll stay warm in
the cold weather—and look like a girl!”
“Rachel,” one of the other helpers

called. “I believe someone would like
to talk with you about those shoes.”
Rachel felt nervous as she walked

over to the shoe section. She was sur-
prised to see a woman standing there
with both shoes in her hands, saying,
“Praise the Lord!”
When Rachel stood in front of her,

the woman asked, “Are you the one
who donated these shoes?”
Rachel nodded. “I did, but you un-

derstand—”
“Oh, I see the ‘problem’ you had

with them,” the woman interrupted.
Then she laughed. “Your ‘problem’
turned out to be the answer to my
prayer!”
“Really?” Rachel was astounded.
“Oh, yes,” the woman continued. “I

have a job interview on Monday. I re-
minded the Lord just this morning that
my shoes were looking old. Even with
polish, I don’t think they would present
the type of professional image I’d like
to have.”
“That is a problem,” answered

Rachel.
The woman nodded. “We have an

amazing God, don’t we? He knew my
need, and He met it—far beyond my
imagination, as the Bible says.”
“I know some people have prob-

lems with their feet not being the ex-
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Q. I lost my job some time ago, my un-
employment benefits have run out,
and I cannot find another job. Should
I just stop looking for work and try to
get on public assistance?
A. Americans live in a nation that has
blessed uswith numerous opportunities
to prosper materially. We also know that
God promises to meet our daily needs
(Matt. 6:25-34). However, this does not
mean that we have no role to play in
helping tomeet those needs (Gen. 3:19;
Exod. 34:21; Acts 20:35; I Tim. 5:8).
There are, of course, many reasons

people lose their jobs. From what you
have said, though, you most likely lost
your job because of a plant closing or
some similar economic reason. To a
large degree, workers have little or no
control over such events and are
sometimes given no time to prepare
for a plant shutdown. The hearts of
many go out to those of you who find
yourselves in these circumstances.
What happens with displaced work-

ers in many situations, however, is that
they only want to return to a job that has
similar pay and benefits to those they
may have enjoyed for many years. But
this is an increasingly unlikely scenario
formanyworkers. Youmay have to low-
er your expectations in this regard.
If you will take the approach that a

job is better than no job, you may be
able to find work fairly quickly. Taking
this approach can be very humbling,
but you may discover that the Lord
can teach you much through this ex-
perience. You may even view it as a
mission opportunity to witness to new
people in what you consider less than
desirable circumstances. I think of the
stories of Moravian missionaries who
actually sold themselves into slavery
in order to reach slaves.
Besides taking lower pay than you

previously enjoyed, there are some
other things you can do.
First, you will have to be very proac-

tive in seeking employment, saturating
every opportunity with prayer. Potential
employers will probably not come look-
ing for you! You will have to utilize all
available resources—everything from
the Internet to old-fashioned shoe

leather. Make a list of the kinds of jobs
you would accept, and then visit those
places with résumé in hand. Sometimes
a job has just opened up and has not yet
been advertised. Once it is listed in the
newspaper or elsewhere, your hopes of
landing it are greatly diminished.
Second, be willing to travel to find a

job. You may have been accustomed
to driving five miles to work, but now
you may have to drive fifty miles to get
a decent job.
What about moving? Are you willing

to relocate? While some people have
no qualms about packing up andmov-
ing across the country, others do not
want to do something so drastic. As
Abraham was willing to step out on
faith and go to an unknown land, so it
may be with you (Heb. 11:8). But re-
member: “Faith without works is
dead” (Jas. 2:20).
Third, be willing to get additional

training. Displaced workers are often
offered free training through a number
of venues. If you are older, you may
think you cannot learn new skills, but
that is rarely true. You may have to
think outside the box in a number of
ways to get a good job. Financial aid
is also available from the government
and schools to help people receive or
continue their education.
As for trying to get some type of gov-

ernment assistance, there is nothing
wrong with that if you are physically un-
able to work or as a short-term solution
to your unemployment status. But
Scripture encourages the able-bodied
to work (Prov. 24:30-34; Eccles. 5:12;
II Thess. 3:6-12) and commands those
working to help the needy (Prov. 14:21;
19:17; Gal. 6:10; Eph. 4:28).
Remind fellow believers to pray that

God will open doors for you. Also ask
them to keep their eyes and ears open
for possible job opportunities for you
to explore. �

Do you have a question youwould
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press,
P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio
44101, or e-mail us at theoed@uni
ongospelpress.com (subject line:
Counseling Corner).

Book Reviews
Aniol, Scott. Worship in Song: A Biblical Ap-

proach to Music and Worship. Winona
Lake, Indiana: BMH Books, 2009.

THIS book comes highly recom-
mended by senior pastors, music

pastors, professors of music, and ra-
dio talk show hosts. I add my recom-
mendation. It will be beneficial to
everyone in Christian ministry.
The author bases his conclusions

concerning church music and worship
on the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments. Threemajor sections make
up most of the book. These are Laying
the Foundation, Music in Lifestyle Wor-
ship, and Music in Assembled Worship.
There are a total of seventeen chapters
dealing with these major subjects. The
author’s discussionof eachsubject is al-
ways to thepointandoffershelpfulprac-
tical suggestions to implement the con-
tents of the book.
Also, the three appendices top off a

plea to teach children hymns. Those
three appendices are: Classic Hymns
Categorized by Doctrine; A Guide to
Building a Classical; and Sacred Mu-
sic Library. This is strongly recom-
mended for every church library.

Zuck, Roy B. The Speaker’s Quote Book.
Grand Rapids, Michigan: Kregel Academ-
ic and Professional, 2009.

The subtitle, Over 5,000 Illustrations
and Quotations for All Occasions, is
true to the contents. From A to Z, se-
lect descriptive words are provided
with short sayings in a number of cas-
es as well as with longer explanations
and quotations in others.
Everyone who has ever prepared and

delivered a lesson, sermon, or any pub-
lic presentation soon learns how impor-
tant it is to get the attention of those you
are speaking to as soon as you begin
your talk. In his preface to this helpful
book, Zuck tells about a friend who told
him how to communicate to Africans
when he stood before them: “Africans
love stories. So in your sermons, be a
storyteller.” Zuck’s response to that ad-
vice was “That sound advice applies to
every culture. Everyone loves stories.
Why? Because anecdotes clarify truths,
making them sparkle with interest.”
I highly recommend this volume to

all who stand before and address any
group, large or small. It will help make
you a better speaker. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

Finding a Job
BY JOHN ALVA OWSTON, D.MIN.
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lems are weighing on you right
now?

20. What are you praying for God to
do in your life and ministry?

In addition to honestly answering the
above questions, focusing obediently
on Ephesians 4:22-32 is essential. This
passage articulates a decisive strategy
and offers a model for the personal
quest for holiness. The Apostle Paul
called on believers to “put off” all as-
pects of the old life, which are “corrupt”
and “deceitful.” Furthermore, believers
are to be “renewed in the spirit of [their]
mind.” Mind renewal can occur only
through saturating our entire being with
God’s Word. It cleanses, transforms,
and enables us to have God’s perspec-
tive on all things (cf. I Cor. 2:16).
Finally, Ephesians 4:24 exhorts be-

lievers to “put on” the new life, which
is “created in righteousness and true
holiness.” Quite clearly, the pursuit of
holiness is an active, purposeful, thor-
oughgoing, and passionate quest for
God. Those of us in youth ministry
leadership must manifest and model
that passion. In verses 25-32, Paul
itemized examples of this active pur-
suit of holiness. Put off the sins of the
old life and put on integrity, self-con-
trol, edifying speech, kindness, for-
giveness, and compassion. There is
nothing passive about holiness!
The seriousness of youth ministry

leadership is captured in Jesus’words in
Matthew 18:6: “Whoso shall offend one
of these little ones which believe in me,
it were better for him that a millstone
werehangedabout his neck, and that he
were drowned in the depth of the sea.”
Leaders in the church and especially
those in youth ministry must hold one
another accountable. The suggested
twenty questions in this article are a
means to such mutual accountability.
A passion for holiness and a subse-

quent strategy to enhance that pas-
sion are also absolutely necessary for
all leaders in the church. Mutual ac-

tions focus on personal integrity and
accountability and are part of a per-
sonal strategy for holiness. They are
the means to the end of mutual ac-
countability before God.
1. How often did you have a quiet
time with the Lord last week?

2. What did you study in your devo-
tional life this past week?

3. On a scale of 1 to 10, where would
you rate your spiritual life?

4. Besides Scripture, what construc-
tive material are you reading or
studying?

5. How did you build up (encourage)
your wife (husband) this past
week?

6. Were there any times last week
when the sun went down on your
anger?

7. On a scale of 1 to 10, where would
you rate your marriage?

8. What significant investment of
time did you make with each of
your children?

9. What one thing have you done re-
cently that your family will remem-
ber five years from now?

10. When did you struggle with your
thought life, and how did you re-
spond?

11. What did you do for exercise this
past week?

12. What did you do for relaxation?
13. Is your weight up or down? How

much?
14. Did your total indebtedness grow

or shrink? Why?
15. What percentage of your income

did you give away outside your
family?

16. Whom did you encourage this
past week?

17. With whom did you share your
faith?

18. What were your emotional highs
and lows?

19. What stressful decisions or prob-

IN our nation’s educational institu-
tions, in churches, and in the broad-

er culture there is a brutal reality that
we can no longer ignore—children of
all ages are being sexually abused.
The 2011 scandal involving a signifi-
cant former member of the Pennsylva-
nia State University football coaching
staff was a shocking reminder of how
serious this problem can be and of
what occurs if it is not addressed.
Iwasbornand raised inPennsylvania.

The Penn State football program was a
formidable institution. The sinful behav-
ior and the countless lives affected by
the scandal are powerful reminders that
sin permeates this fallen world.
What makes this shocking story

even worse, if that is possible, is that
had the university acted decisively in
2002, when an incident of abuse was
first reported, every child abused
since 2002 could have been spared!
This is an ugly and reprehensible situ-
ation that could have been avoided.
One can only think of David’s words
after the slaying of Saul and
Jonathan—“How are the mighty fall-
en!” (II Sam. 1:19).
What should the church and other

faith-based institutions do in light of the
horrific scandals throughout our cul-
ture? It is imperative that such institu-
tions implement decisive and clear poli-
ciesonhow incidentsconcerningsexual
abuse are reported and handled. Pas-
tors andall leaders of effective andGod-
honoring youth ministries need to be
certain their church has a set of policies
and procedures in place to deal with
such potential situations. These policies
and procedures should apply to both
staff and volunteers.
I also believe that there is a very per-

sonal application that can be gleaned
from such a scandal. Each one of us
who loves the Lord must be certain
that his life reflects the highest level of
personal integrity and righteousness.
Each year I review the following ques-
tions with my leadership team at
Grace University. These twenty ques-

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Building Protective Hedges Around
Church Youth Ministries

BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.

(Continued on page 37)
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AGOOD man out of the good trea-
sure of his heart bringeth forth

that which is good; and an evil man out
of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth
forth that which is evil: for of the abun-
dance of the heart his mouth
speaketh’” (Luke 6:45), Tyler read
aloud from his Bible. Then he waited
for further instruction from his youth
leader, Joel.
“Tyler, would you please close in

prayer tonight?” Joel asked. Tyler’s
youth leaders, parents, and pastor all
trusted himwith many responsibilities.
In truth, he felt that none of them real-
ly knew him at all.
When in church, Tyler was an exam-

ple to the other kids. But at school and
around his friends, Tyler never talked
about a relationship with God. Though
he liked the idea that those in charge
trusted him, Tyler was not sure how to
feel about God and church when he
was out in the world.
Asheprayedaloud for his entire youth

group, Tyler’s heart was secretly unaf-
fected by the Scripture he had just read
aloud. He seemed to have become de-
sensitized to the horrible language and
actions hewas exposed towhen no one
from church was around.
Joel thanked Tyler and reminded

him that there was an all-boys camp-
ing trip coming up later that month.
“I’m counting on your help with some

of the younger boys,” Joel said. Tyler
said good night and began to walk out.
As he did, someone caught his eye. A
boy his age had started coming to youth
group the previous week. Tyler recalled
his name was Micah. As he began to
recollect further, he realized he had seen
him someplace else—he just could not
think where it had been. Micah looked
back at Tyler knowingly and walked out
the door.
As Micah was waiting in the lunch

line at school the next day, he saw
Tyler and some of the other boys come
into the cafeteria. Micah had no plans
to say anything to Tyler in front of his
school friends, but he wanted to hold
him accountable for his behavior at
school in contrast to his role as a
leader at church.
Tyler was laughing at something one

of the other boys had said as he
scanned the lunch line. He found a pair
of eyes he recognized staring back at
him. Tyler stopped cold. He felt his
face grow warm with embarrassment.
It felt as though he had been caught
stealing. Micah finally broke his stare
and looked away as the line began to
move again. Tyler swallowed hard at
the possibility that someone from
church had found him out. He knew
Micah had just moved to town, be-
cause Micah had shared that at youth
group.

Micah was a bit startled when Tyler
tapped him on the shoulder. He turned
around and said hello. “You were at
youth group last night, weren’t you?”
Tyler asked.
“Yes,” Micah said. “I started going

last week.”
“You go to this school?” Tyler asked,

swallowing again.
“No, I only eat lunch here.” Micah

laughed.
Tyler was not laughing, however. His

eyes darted back and forth as he tried
his best to recall his behavior in the
lunchroom the past fewweeks in com-
parison to his prayers and attitude at
church. He knew he must look like a
complete hypocrite, but his biggest
worry was looking foolish to his par-
ents and youth leaders.
“School and church are two differ-

ent places, you know?” Tyler said de-
fensively. “You don’t expect someone
to behave the same way in a museum
as he would at the park,” he reasoned.
Micah nodded. “I guess we’re at the

park now?” he asked.
“Look,” Tyler said, smiling as though it

were no big deal, “I’m expected to be-
haveacertainwayatchurch,andmaybe
I loosen up a little when I am around my
school friends. It isn’t a big deal, and
you’ll see that too after a while.”
“What do you mean?” Micah asked.
Tyler narrowed his eyes and spoke

Teenagers

The Abundance of the Heart
BY PAULETTE L. REESE
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closely.” Tyler’s voice began to shake,
and he felt he might break down cry-
ing at any moment.
Joel was concerned. It was obvious

something was going on with Tyler,
and he wondered whether he should
take over.
“Tyler? Is everything OK?” Joel

asked.
“Please let me finish,” Tyler pleaded.

“Lord Jesus, please forgive me for be-
ing two different people, for trying to
serve two masters, and for loving my-
self more than I love You, who died for
me. I want to make things right in my
life. Thank You for sending me a real
friend to point the way to You. I do not
know how I missed it, being raised by
Christian parents in a God-fearing
church, but I want to thank You, Lord,
for not giving up on me. I don’t want to
live a lie any longer. Please fill my life
and have Your way in me. Amen.”
Tyler looked up through his tears.

Micah had his hand on Tyler’s shoul-
der. Joel understood the torment Tyler
must have been dealing with in pre-
tending, and he was relieved that now
that torment would be put to rest.
Tyler asked Joel’s forgiveness for

pretending to be an example and
promised that now it would be for real.
Tyler knew he would lose some friends
at school when he stopped acting the
way he had, but it was well worth it to
him. Jesus was the best friend he
could hope for.
God had been correct when He

promised that a man speaks from the
abundance of his heart, for Tyler had
shown his heart through his prayer.
Now that his heart had changed, his
mouth would surely show it, no matter
where he was. �

school. Would any of them stand by
him no matter what?
The worship leader asked everyone

to stand for the closing hymn. “All re-
maining doubt givesway, /When in our
hearts we hear God say, /Come home
to Me, find rest My child, / Come
home,” the congregation sang.
Tyler had heard that song many

times. He knew it by heart. Today, for
the first time, he felt as though he were
singing it for God. It was as though
God were speaking to him the way he
had heard other kids at youth group
say that God had spoken to them.
The restlessness in his heart began

to give way to an indefinable and yet
unmistakable yearning for something
more.
Tyler was overwhelmed. He raced to

the water fountain for fear that his par-
ents would read him and realize some-
thing was wrong. As he approached
the fountain, he remembered learning
about Jesus giving living water to
those who thirst. He suddenly under-
stood why learning God’s Word was
so very important. God had burned
Scripture into Tyler’s heart so that the
moment he needed it, it would be
there. God had been teaching Tyler all
along without his realizing it.
“Are you all right?” Micah asked

when he noticed how upset Tyler
looked.
“I’m fine,” Tyler lied. “I am just get-

ting sick or something.”
“It looked more like you were being

convicted from where I was sitting.”
“Convicted?” Tyler asked, pretend-

ing not to know what Micah was talk-
ing about. In truth, Tyler knew exactly.
“When you decide to stop the mas-

querade, I’ll be happy to pray with you
for real,” Micah offered.
“Masquerade? Just because a per-

son acts a little different when he’s
away from church does not mean he
doesn’t know God.”
Micah just listened, feeling he had

said everything he should for now. He
would pray on his own and let God do
the real work.
When the youth group doors opened

on Wednesday night, Joel called every-
one into the sanctuary as usual. “Tyler,
will you open us in prayer, please?” he
asked. Tyler looked over at Micah and
back at Joel. Tyler had had a rough few
days since the church service.
“Lord,” he started, “please be with

us tonight as we fellowship with one
another and study Your Word together
in order to get to know You more

as though he were teaching Micah
something valuable. “I mean that
you’ll see that it’s simply easier to do
what people expect—to go with the
flow wherever you are.”
“Oh,” Micah said. “Like when in

Rome?”
“Exactly,” Tyler answered, sounding

relieved.
“Let me ask you a question,” Micah

said, pulling a lunch tray toward him.
“If someone needed you to pray with
him here at school, what would you
do?”
“That would never come up,” Tyler

answered. “None of my school friends
pray or go to church.”
“I do,” Micah pointed out.
“If you were listening, you’d realize

you need to keep those things sepa-
rate,” Tyler said, sounding agitated.
“How do you do that?” Micah asked.
When Tyler began to explain it again,

Micah cut him off. “Just as I’m your
friend at school, so I’ll be your friend at
church.That is somethingyoucancount
on. If you need prayer, I’ll pray with you,
no matter where we are,” Micah said.
“Jesus died for my sin as well as yours,
and that remains true whether I’m at a
park or at a museum.” Micah took his
lunch tray and went to sit down, leaving
Tyler dumbfounded.
For the rest of that school week, Tyler

hardly joked with his friends. He had
trouble thinking of much other than the
things Micah had said to him. He knew
he would have to face Micah in church
on Sunday. What Tyler did not yet real-
ize was that God had a plan.
As the people gathered in the main

sanctuary at church, Tyler scanned the
crowd, looking for Micah. When their
eyes met, Tyler was filled with fear.
Micah looked calm, as though there
were nowhere else he would rather be
than at church.
The sermon that day was on friends.

As Tyler’s pastor preached about the
mouth revealing what truly lies inside
the heart of a man, Tyler found himself
listening. Could this be a coincidence?
It was as though God wanted Tyler to
know that his speech and conduct, as
well as his faith and friends, truly mat-
tered.
“A friend loveth at all times” (Prov.

17:17), the pastor read aloud.
When Tyler heard the verse, he

looked over at Micah. To his surprise,
Micah was smiling at him. He remem-
bered Micah’s promise to be his friend
in any circumstance. Tyler found him-
self thinking about his friends from

countability among leaders and a pas-
sion and strategy for personal holiness
will build the needed protective hedge
around church ministries and all those
involved in those ministries. Youth
ministry is indeed serious business,
and the local church must hold such
leaders accountable. Leaders must
model holiness and righteousness be-
fore the youths. �

Building Protective Hedges Around
Church Youth Ministries

(Continued from page 35)
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OH, these are just what I want!” I ex-
claimed with the glee of a nine-

year-old as I pulled out the soft, fluffy
slippers.
Although many years have passed

since the day I opened the unexpected
Christmas gift, I remember the thrill of
getting what I longed to have—a pair of
slippers. These were not just ordinary
slippers—they were blue, and the fur
was longand fluffedoutall over the tops.
Recently my elderly mother revived

thememory. “I remember the Christmas
whenwe had two gifts for you children,”
she recalled as we worked together in
the kitchen. “We had so little money.We
could only get two gifts that Christmas.”
During my childhood, my father pas-

tored several beginning or small church-
es. In order to support his family of sev-
en children, he also worked at other
jobs. At that time he had a backbreaking
second jobshovelingcoal anda third job
driving a school bus route.
“We bought a board game for you

older children,” continued Mom, “and
some blocks for the younger ones.
That is all we could do! Then we unex-
pectedly received a box of gifts from
the Little Falls church!”
“Oh, I remember that Christmas!” I

exclaimed. Although I did not remem-
ber the games, I did remember the gift
of fluffy blue slippers from the Little
Falls church!
Even now, decades later, Mom’s

voice trembled with emotion as the
Christmas memory came to life once
again. We both remembered the sur-
prise and excitement of God’s care
shown through a caring church group.
The word “remember” is used 148

times in the Bible. This is not just an-
other fact of trivia—God really wants
His people to remember His working in
their lives!
Sometimes altars were built in Bible

times, like the one Abraham built at
Beth–el (Gen. 12:8). Not only was it a
place of sacrifice, but it was also a place
of remembering what God had done for
Abrahamboth in his own life and in gen-
erations to come (35:1).
When you sing “Come, Thou Fount

of Every Blessing” (Robinson), do you

wonder to what “Here I raise mine
Ebenezer / Hither by Thy help I’m
come” refers? As a child, I thought it
was referring to the movement of the
Adam’s apple as a person sang prais-
es to God! Actually, Ebenezer was a
stone placed to keep a memory of de-
liverance alive (I Sam. 7:1-13).
Do you like parties? God does! He in-

stituted feasts to keep memories of His
working with the children of Israel alive.
The yearly Feast of Passover kept

God’s deliverance from Egypt in the
minds of the Israelites. The Feast of
Tabernacles lasted seven days. Tem-
porary booths, or huts, were built and
used to remind the Israelites of their
wanderings in the wilderness for forty
years (Lev. 23:33-43).
Altars, stones, feasts—all were re-

lated to remembering. Christmas is a
unique time of remembering God’s gift
of His Son to be the Saviour. What can
you do to make lasting Christmas
memories, to worship God, to fulfill a
heart’s desire, and to be a reminder of
God’s love to someone?

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
Throw a neighborhood party! Invite

the children and teens from your
neighborhood to participate in a reen-
actment of the events of Christ’s birth.
This can be as simple or as complex

as you want. Gather simple costumes,
or just use simple props: a head scarf
for Mary, a white dish towel shawl for
the angels, long sticks for the staffs of
Joseph and the shepherds. The cast
can pantomime while someone reads
the Scripture, or you can write a sim-
ple script. Get the group together for a
practice or two.
Give ample notice when you invite

parents and other neighbors to the
performance. Some will gladly bring a
dozen cookies for a treat. You can
make a memory and share the gospel
at the same time!
Sponsor a “Happy Birthday to Jesus”

party, emphasizing the true meaning of
Christmas. Celebrate Jesus’ birthday
with a birthday cake and gifts.Who gets
gifts when it is your birthday? Ask each
guest to bring a toy; then donate these

to a local charity organization or a gift-
distributing program for needy children.
Read the Christmas story from the Bible
while someone turns pages on a large,
beautifully-illustrated book of related
pictures.
How about trying a teen caroling

party? Elderly people and shut-ins re-
ally enjoy the attention given to them
by young people. They will talk about
that memory for years to come.
Prepare sheets for the singers with

words fromthreeormoreChristmascar-
ols. Contact the people whom you will
visit beforehand, telling themanapprox-
imate time to expect your group. Check
with your parents about lining up the
adults to drive the needed vehicles.
Buy nice holiday mugs from a thrift

store. Theymay cost a dollar or less. Af-
ter washing them, put two packages of
hot chocolate mix, two candy canes,
and a Christmas gospel tract in each.
Wrap themugwith cellophane, tie a rib-
bon around the top, and present a mug
gift, to each person you visit. In fact,
bring twomugs for eachperson: one for
himself and one to give as a gift. Getting
out to buy a gift may be difficult or im-
possible, so he will appreciate having
one available to give.

CHRISTMAS GIFTS
Recently I was told about a young

person who gave her father a special
gift. For the summer she ismowing the
yard so that her busy father does not
need to. He is thrilled!
Consider giving a once-a-month foot

spa treatment to your mother or sister.
You will be the therapist! A brightly-col-
ored pail of warm water, a tube of foot
scrub, relaxing music playing, a towel,
anda tubeof foot lotionwill providewhat
you need to give a soothing, relaxing gift
and a time to share together.
A coupon booklet gift makes many

memories! Cut several slips of paper.
Write a gift idea you can do on each
slip, and decorate with stickers, draw-
ings, or stamps.
Ideas for gifts for your mother might

include coupons for making dinner,
taking out the trash, washing her car,
and serving breakfast in bed. What gift

For Teens Only

Christmas Memories
BY JEANNE MOFFITT
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that the reasons are obvious. They do
not want to get sick.
Regarding daily Bible reading, the

lack of understanding the basic need
is frequently the main reason that peo-
ple do not have daily devotions. I hope
you will make this a daily good habit.

Q.Why can I not be like other people?
A. The simple answer is that you are
not other people. Indeed, almost all of
Matthew 5 through 7 is written to show
us how truly different we are as fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ.
The Beatitudes of Matthew 5 tell us

that we are “blessed” if we are “poor in
spirit” (vs. 3). The next beatitude could
be translated “Happy are the sad.” Why
should you and I be sad?Thebig reason
is that there is so much evil around and
even within us. We cannot please God
very well with all the sin that we see in
others and know is still in ourselves. So
when we are sad over sin, we are
blessed at the same time. If you keep
reading through these chapters, you will
be struck by the great differences that
Jesus Christ makes in our lives. The real
question is whether we can live happy
and full lives when we are so different
from those around us.
The four young Jewish men—Daniel

and his three friends—in the Old Testa-
ment book of Daniel asked to eat a com-
pletely different diet from the rest of the
trainees they were with in Babylon. God
rewarded them for being different. Later,
when the evil, self-centered king expect-
ed them to worship his image, they were
willing to be different even if it cost them
their lives. It nearly did cost them, but for
God.And theGod theyworshipped is the
same God we worship. God honored
them for standing alone. The world calls
us to be like it is. The Lord expects us to
be very different. Like our Lord, we
should do good and help others. �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. How can teens get into the habit of
reading the Bible and praying daily?
A.Your question is one thatmany think
about. Thankfully, answers to this
question are available.
Let us begin by asking ourselves,

Just what is the Bible? The basic an-
swer is clear, obvious, and very pow-
erful. The Bible is God’s Word. Do you
believe that? If you can wholehearted-
ly answer yes, you are in a good be-
ginning position.
Next, let us ask ourselves,What is the

nature of the Bible?When Johnwas de-
scribing the Lord Jesus, he used the ti-
tle Word. Words are used to reveal what
the speaker is thinking. Sowe can right-
ly say that theBible isGod’s “revelation.”
It shows us some of what God is think-
ing. That by itself helps us understand
why reading the Bible is so critical. “The
entrance of thy words giveth light; it
giveth understanding unto the simple”
(Ps. 119:130).
Sincewesee the society aroundusas

dark in many ways, it is smart to read
God’s Word so that we can have light.
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a
light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105). This
verse reinforces what the psalmist had
written earlier in that same psalm. “Thy
wordhave I hid inmineheart, that Imight
not sin against thee” (vs. 11).
One of the concerns that you will al-

ways face is that of being spiritually
clean before our Lord Jesus. If the
cleansing from sin is an area of con-
cern—and it will be if you know Jesus
personally—then reading the Bible
regularly is a necessity.
Many times when I talk with others

about theirBible reading, I ask themhow
often they feed their physical bodies.
The response is usually from three to six
times every day. When I ask them how
often they “feed” their spiritual life, they
almost never say three to six times each
day. When I ask them about brushing
their teeth and washing their face and
hands, it is almost insulting to suggest
that they would not do these acts of hy-
giene at least daily.
When I ask them why, they know

ideas can you think of for your broth-
er?What would he really want? A night
of playing games together? A water
balloon fight? A treat of homemade
caramel popcorn?
When the gift receiver turns in a

coupon to you, be sure that you fulfill
your gift! Otherwise, the gift will make
a bad memory!
During Christmas break from col-

lege one year, my two penniless oldest
sons gave memorable gifts to their
younger brother. One gift coupon said,
“No wood.” The other said, “Sleeping
in.”
Since our home at that time was

heated completely with wood, a huge
job in the summertime was hauling
wood down from the mountains on
Saturdays. Then each Saturday during
the winter, logs had to be split and car-
ried to the basement so that woodwas
available for heating all week long.
Every morning Jeremy’s day began

with a 5:00 paper route. Some of the
money earned was needed for family
expenses.
For two weeks, Marcus and Scott

walked Jeremy’s paper route in the
early-morning, bitterly cold hours. In
addition, they split and stacked the
needed wood. Although they would
have relished sleeping in during their
break from classes and jobs, they
gave of themselves to bless their
brother. He slept in!
One year Jeremy gave a unique gift

to a brother. “I want one!” exclaimed
everymember of the family, but the gift
was made for Andrew! Jeremy had
copied parts of funny videos the boys
had made in their teen years onto a
computer disc. What fun the entire
family had as we viewed it together! It
was hilarious!
Thememory of those fluffy blue slip-

pers has helped me more than a few
times during my adult life. Sometimes
I laugh, wondering why I would want
something that made my feet look
twice as big as they were! Today I want
my big feet to look as small as possi-
ble! Other times the memory of God’s
care for our poor family long ago has
been reassuring when my husband
and I faced a material need.
When the holidays are over, have

confidence that your Christmas mem-
ories will remain. Plan for celebrations
and gifts that honor God, emphasize
the true meaning of Christmas, and
demonstrate God’s sacrif icial
giving. �

Teen Scene
The Habit of Reading the Bible

and Prayer
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN.
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IWANT to do something different!
eleven-year-old Maggie thought as

she flipped through the pages of her
math book. It’s not fair that I have to
stay home with a sitter every Saturday
and do homework. Maggie looked at
the pages of problems and columns of
numbers. I don’t want to do division
anymore, she thought. She slammed
her math book closed.
Since Maggie’s father had died two

years ago, her mother worked two
jobs. She was a kindergarten teacher
during the week, and on Saturdays
she clerked at Jensen’s department
store. Maggie spent many Saturdays
home with an elderly neighbor who
read all day while she did homework.
I am tired of this lonely, empty apart-

ment! Maggie thought.
Maggie got up from the table and

wandered through the apartment. She
looked at the pictures and crosses
hanging on the walls. She heard the
clock ticking quietly in the living room.
Maggie turned on the television. She

sawonly kids’ shows and cartoons. She
turned off the TV and dropped the re-
mote onto the coffee table.
Maggie wandered into her bed-

room. She set up her music stand,
took her clarinet out of its case, and
put the pieces together. I don’t feel like
practicing, Maggie thought. She put
the clarinet back in its case and put the
case back in her closet.
Maggie picked up the telephone

and dialed Rachel’s number. Maggie
and her cousin Rachel often called
each other to talk, but after Maggie di-
aled, the phone rang and rang with no
answer. She sadly put the phone back
on the table. What am I going to do?
she wondered.
Maggie wandered back to the living

room. On the coffee table was a pile of
magazines, newspaper ads, and the
Jensen’s catalog that Mom had
brought home from work. Maggie
picked up the catalog and began to
turn the pages. She looked at the pic-
tures of smiling girls with bright
sweaters and new backpacks.
Maggie looked down at her faded

skirt and worn sneakers. I need new

clothes, she thought. Christmas is
coming. Mom will be shopping for my
presents soon. Maggie started to feel
excited and eager to open her pres-
ents Christmas morning. I’ll make a list
of the new clothes I want, Maggie
thought. Then Mom will remember
what to buy for my gifts.
Maggie tore a clean page from her

notebook and sharpened a fresh pencil.
She sat down at the table and excitedly
swung her feet while she turned the
pages of the catalog. She saw a picture
of agirlwearingpinkbootswithwhite fur
around the tops, and she wrote “pink
boots” at the topof her page.NextMag-
gie wrote “purple striped sweater” and
“gray skirt” on her list.
Maggie gasped when she turned the

next catalog page. There was a picture
of a beautiful white ski coat. The catalog
description said the coat was made of
real goose down for warmth and had a
fur-lined hood. The picture showed
sparkling silver charms dangling from
the zipper pull. I want that coat!Maggie
thought. If I get only one thing for Christ-
mas, I want that white coat. Maggie
wrote “white coat” on her list and sur-
rounded the words with stars, smiley
faces, and hearts.
Soon Mom came home from work.

Maggie ran to meet her in the hallway,
where Mom was taking off her shoes
as their neighbor left. “I made a list for
Christmas,” Maggie started to say.
“Did you get your homework done?”

Mom asked and headed down the

hallway to the kitchen.
“I’m almost done,” Maggie said.

“Mom, look at this picture.” Maggie
held up the catalog for her to see.
Mom did not look at the picture

Maggie held. “You were supposed to
be doing your homework today,” Mom
said. She took lasagna out of the
freezer and put it in the oven for din-
ner. “Now I’ll have to help you finish to-
morrow after church instead of going
to Grandma’s house as we had
planned.” Mom began to slice lettuce
and tomatoes for a salad.
“I can finish it tomorrow at Grand-

ma’s house,”Maggie said. “Mom, look
at this coat.” Maggie held the catalog
out over the kitchen counter.
“That is a nice coat,” Mom said and

began to slice garlic bread to put on a
plate.
“I want this coat for Christmas,”

Maggie said. She pointed at her paper.
“I wrote it on my list.”
Mom began to set the table. She did

not look up from the plates and glass-
es. “We have that coat at Jensen’s,”
Mom said. “I know it’s too expensive
for you to have this year.” Mompoured
juice into a glass.
“But this coat is made with real

goose down!” Maggie said, reading
the catalog description. “It’s the
warmest coat they have.”
“Goose down has to be dry-

cleaned,” Mom said. “And that coat is
white, so it will always be dirty. You
don’t need that coat this year.” Mom

Boys and Girls

Content at Christmas
BY ELIZABETH SHULTZ
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The Kookaburra

BY WANDA ERBSE

THE kookaburra, the largest mem-
ber of the kingfisher family, is na-

tive to Australia, New Guinea, and the
Aru Islands. There are four known
species of kookaburra. They include
the laughing kookaburra, the blue-
winged kookaburra, the rufous-bellied
kookaburra, and the spangled kook-
aburra. Although New Guinea has the
greatest number of kingfisher species
and diversity of forms, Africa and
South Asia are also rich in these
species.
Although the kookaburra is restrict-

ed to a relatively small part of the
world, its uniqueness has made it an
unforgettable bird. Its noisy call early
every morning and its choruses every
evening have earned the laughing
kookaburra the nickname “bushman’s
clock.”
Like many other forest kingfishers,

the kookaburra does not eat fish but
feeds mainly on snakes, lizards,
young birds, and large insects. It is
not necessary for it to drink water
because it gets enough water from
its food.
Being social birds, kookaburras will

accept handouts from humans, but it
is generally advised not to feed them.
Meat alone does not include the nutri-
ents essential to the kookaburra. Aus-
tralians value the kookaburra for its
habit of feeding on snakes and lizards.
However, they are less welcome for
their fondness for eating the young of
other birds and raiding farmyards for
ducklings and baby chicks. The kook-
aburra is often found in the vicinity of

don’t like it when I lose my temper.”
“Your behavior was unacceptable,”

Mom said quietly. “You will be ground-
ed from calling Rachel for a week be-
cause of your disrespect.”
“I understand, and I am sorry,” Mag-

gie said sadly.
Mom put down her magazine and

teacup. “Sit down,” she said, “and I
will warm up your dinner.”
Maggie sat at the table while Mom

warmed up bread and lasagna in the
microwave.
“I know it’s hard for you to under-

stand,” Mom said while she put salad
on Maggie’s plate. “Since your father
died, I have had to work very hard to
pay for rent and all the things we need.
We don’t have extra money for every-
thing you want.”
“I know,” Maggie said, turning her

fork in her fingers, “but sometimes I
just want something more.”
“Do you remember learning in church

about the Apostle Paul?” Mom asked
while she set a plate of food in front of
Maggie. “Paul sent a letter to his helper
Timothy. Paul wrote, ‘But godliness with
contentment is great gain. For we
brought nothing into this world, and it is
certain we can carry nothing out. And
having food and raiment let us be there-
with content’ (I Tim. 6:6-8). ‘Raiment’
means clothing. Do you know what
‘content’ means?”
“Content means happy, I think,”

Maggie said between bites of lasagna.
“Right,” Mom said. “God has taken

care of us since your father died. We
should be happy with all we have:
food, this apartment, school. You even
have clarinet lessons. We have been
very blessed with everything we need.
Do you still need expensive clothes to
be content?”
“No,” Maggie answered. “I can be

happy without the white coat.”
Mom took the Meyer’s ad from the

coffee table and set it before Maggie.
“Maybe you can find something here
you will be content with,” Mom said.
She took Maggie’s empty plate into
the kitchen.
Maggie turned the pages of the

Meyer’s ad. She saw a smiling girl in a
lavender coat and matching boots
with silver buckles on the sides. “I like
this one,” Maggie said. “I would be
content with this.”
“We will do some shopping next

week,” Mom said. She hugged Maggie
close for a long time, and Maggie
thought, I am happy you are my
mom. �

went to the cupboard and took out a
cup and tea bags.
“But I do need a new coat!” Maggie

began to whine. “You said my other
coat is too small!”
“I’ll take you to Meyer’s for a new

coat,” Mom said as she poured hot
water into her cup. “Meyer’s is much
less expensive, and you can pick out
what you want.”
“I don’t want a coat from Meyer’s!”

Maggie said loudly. “You work at
Jensen’s. You said you get a discount
or something!”
“I work at Jensen’s for extra grocery

money,” Mom said, “not to buy ex-
pensive clothes. I will not argue about
this with you anymore.”
“But this is the coat I want,” Maggie

continued. “It can be my Christmas
present, and I don’t want anything else.”
“I said I am done arguing,” Mom an-

swered. “I’ve worked all day, and I’m
tired.” Mom turned away from Maggie
and sat down on the sofa.
“This is not fair! I never get anything

I want!” Maggie shouted.
Maggie threw the catalog and her

Christmas list onto the floor. She ran
down the hallway to her bedroom and
slammed the door. She kicked her
bedroom door until her foot hurt. She
hurled the pillows from her bed and
sent them tumbling to the rug. Then
she threw herself onto her bed and
sobbed as loudly as she could.
Mom doesn’t understand! Maggie

thought. All I want is one pretty coat.
No one understands! She cried until
she could not cry anymore.
When Maggie stopped crying, the

apartment was silent. She listened for
some sound but could only hear the
clock ticking in the living room. Her
foot hurt from kicking the door. She
looked at her pillows lying in a heap on
her bedroom floor. Maggie felt embar-
rassed and silly.
I acted like a baby, Maggie thought.

And babies do not get to choose their
own clothes.
Maggie picked up the pillows and

put them neatly on her bed. Quietly,
she opened her bedroom door. She
left her bedroom and padded down
the hallway toward the living room.
Mom was drinking a cup of tea and

reading a magazine. Dinner had been
cleared off the table, and the dishes
had been put away.
“Are you finished with your tantrum?”

Mom asked, looking at Maggie.
“I’m sorry I shouted and slammedmy

door,” Maggie said softly. “I know you

Noah’s Ark
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human settlements, using its large,
stout, hooked bill to scavenge for
scraps. They have even been known
to grab hot meat from an outdoor grill
if it is left unattended.
The bird is usually heard before it

is sighted. Its unmistakable call,
which sounds like loud, raucous,
echoing human laugher, is one of the
best-known sounds in the animal
world. Its call is commonly used in
movies to imitate the sound of mon-
keys in the jungle.
The kookaburra has been immortal-

ized in many ways, including in chil-
dren’s literature, songs, paintings,
videos, films, television, and stamps
and coins. An Australian coin, known
as the silver kookaburra, has been
minted annually since 1990. There
was also Olly, the famous kookaburra
who was one of three mascots chosen
for the 2000 SummerOlympics in Syd-
ney. It has often been used as an Aus-
tralian symbol and as a trademark for
Australian products.
Kookaburras are found in gardens

and woodlands, usually in pairs or
family groups. The plumage of the
large, noisy, much-loved kookaburra
varies with the species. Most have dull
brown-and-white feathers, while
some are more colorful.
Kookaburras usually nest in a hole

in a tree or in an excavated termite
nest. The female lays two to four
white eggs at one time. The eggs
hatch in twenty-four to twenty-six
days. The young birds leave the nest
thirty days after hatching, but the
parents continue to feed them for
another forty days. The adult bird is
about the size of a raven, weighing
about one pound and measuring up
to 18 1/2 inches long.
Kookaburras are prey to wedge-

tailed eagles, cats, brown goshawks,
powerful owls, foxes, and grey butch-
er birds. Threatened by habitat de-
struction, they are also easy targets for
sports shooters. Chiefly a nonmigrato-
ry bird, they have a life span of about
twenty years.
The kookaburra is a rather nonde-

script bird, but it is beloved because of
its unique voice.
God created each of us in His image

and gave us special talents. The kook-
aburra has a distinct voice. We are to
use our distinct voices for the Lord.
Mark 16:15 says, “And he said unto
them, Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.” �

You and Your Bible
BY MARY LYNN BUSHONG

Jesus’ Mother
Use Luke 1:26-42 to help fill in the blanks and work the crossword.

Across

2. The angel went to a city of ________________ named Nazareth.
3. The name of Jesus’ mother was ___________.
5. The first son of Mary was ____________.
6. The name of the angel who came to Mary was ________________.
7. Mary called herself the __________________ of the Lord.
9. The angel said that Mary was highly __________________ among women.

Down

1. Mary was _________________ among women.
4. Jesus would ____________ over the house of Jacob.
6. He shall be ______________.
8. Joseph was of the house of ____________.

�Crossword:Across:2.Galilee;3.Mary;5.Jesus;6.Gabriel;7.handmaid;
9.favoured.Down:1.blessed;4.reign;6.great;8.David.Matching:1.B;2.
C;3.F;4.A;5.E;6.D.

Matching
Read Luke 1. Match the answers in column two to the statements in column

one.

Column One Column Two

1. ____ handmaid of the Lord A. Jesus

2. ____ God’s messenger B. Mary

3. ____ Gabriel went to this town. C. Gabriel

4. ____ the Son of the Highest D. Elisabeth

5. ____ Jesus would have this man’s throne. E. David

6. ____ the name of Mary’s relative F. Nazareth

Answers:

6

3 4

5

87

9

2

1
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Wit and Wisdom

James A. Garfield: “If wrinkles must
be written upon our brows let them not
be written upon the heart. The spirit
should not grow old.”

* * *

Henry VanDyke: “The woods would
be very silent / if no birds sang there /
except those that sang best.”

* * *

“I had a terrible experience last week.
I enrolled for amemory course and for-
got why.”

* * *

Heywood Broun: “The average child
is an almost nonexistent myth. To be
normal one must be peculiar in some
way or another.”

* * *

“Parents spend the first part of a
child’s life urging him to walk and talk,
and the rest of his childhood making
him sit down and keep quiet.”

* * *

“A motorist is a person who, after see-
ing a wreck, drives carefully for sever-
al blocks.”

* * *

J. Hudson Taylor: “It is not so much
the greatness of our troubles as the lit-
tleness of our spirit that makes us
complain.”

* * *

“If you were another person, would
you be friends with you?”

* * *

“To live above with saints we love, /O
that will be glory! / To live below with
saints we know, /That is quite a differ-
ent story.”

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

That Silver Lining

Amy Carmichael: “How I wish to be
able, in my life, to turn all disappoint-
ments, setbacks, and trials of faith and
patience the way Paul used his! What
reward, what golden treasure came to
our Lord because Paul endured and
was victorious in his difficult circum-
stances.”

* * *

F. W. Boreham: “Anybody can grow
fine flowers in the daytime. But what
can you grow in the dark? . . . Can you
grow faith, and restfulness, and pa-
tience, and a quiet heart?”

* * *

Samuel Johnson: “By the thorn road,
and none other, / Is the mount of vision
won; / Tread it without shrinking,
brother, / Jesus trod it; press thou on.”

* * *

Oswald Chambers: “On the top of
those very billows which look as if they
would overwhelm us walks the Son of
God.”

* * *

Samuel Rutherford: “Then Christ . . .
chargeth me to believe His daylight at
midnight.”

* * *

C. H. Spurgeon: “When we are at our
worst let us trust with unshaking faith.
Recollect that then is the time when
we can most glorify God by faith.”

* * *

Phillips Brooks: “There is something
very beautiful to me in the truth that
suffering, rightly used, is not a cramp-
ing, binding, restricting of the human
soul, but a setting of it free. . . . It is only
a more or less violent breaking open of
some abnormal state that the natural
order may be resumed.”

* * *

W. Graham Scroggie: “Our very
death-throes may become birth-
pangs.”

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“I don’t care if the streets are icy. We should
have come in the car.”

“That does it. The church is too cold this
morning.”



44

THIS know also, that in the last days
perilous times shall come. For men

shall be lovers of their own selves, cov-
etous, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, un-
holy, without natural affection, truce-
breakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are good,
traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of
pleasuresmore than lovers of God; hav-
ing a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof: from such turn away”
(II Tim. 3:1-5). With the aid of the spiritu-
al insight that results from the power of
the Holy Spirit, it becomes obvious that
we live in a society that displays all of
these characteristics in some form or
other.
I am a stepfather of four beautiful

youngsters ranging inage fromeleven to
eighteen. I also have three beautiful
nieces whommy wife and I have reared
for thepast four years. They range in age
fromeleven to fifteen.Whether you are a
biological parent, a stepparent, a legal
guardian, or a godparent, the Lord has
called you to be a Barnabas-type men-
tor. Just as Barnabas was long-suffer-
ing, patient, and encouraging in his ef-
forts to teach and exhort Saul as well as
JohnMark (whom Paul did not have the
patience todealwith), sowe toomustbe
long-suffering, patient, and an encour-
agement to our young people. There is
absolutely no room for passivity.
“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,

that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils” (I Tim.
4:1). It can become easy to miss the
threats posed by television programs,
Web sites, music lyrics, corrupt associ-
ates, and all things harmful to the spiri-
tual growth of our loved ones. This is es-
pecially true when there are so many
distractions that we fathers have to deal
with. Our occupations, homes, relation-
ships with our wives, and even the min-
istry (both outreach and congregational)
can cause us to forsake our duty to shut
down and destroy those influences that
oppose the healthy spiritual develop-
ment of our children.
Proverbs 22:6doesnot say a childwill

bear the fruit of good trainingwhen he is

a preteen or young adult; it says “when
he is old.” Thatmeans youare to instruct
and point your child in the direction of
the Holy Spirit, regardless of whether
your efforts seem to bear immediate
fruit. God will give the increase to the
seed planted in faith, and He will do so
according to His own time line. I re-
member my stepfather coming into my
room often to pour out his heart to me
concerning the truths that theHoly Spir-
it would prompt him to tell me. He must
have realized the weak spiritual state I
was in, although we were attending
church services three days every week.
He prayed with me and led me to the
Saviour. I was filledwith the precious gift
of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit has
never left me and has brought me
through many turmoils and crises in my
early life as well as today.
My wife is just one example of how

critical it is to dowhatever God instructs
us to do concerning our families, which
are ultimately our responsibility. The
things that we do not understand or
have the natural power to fix should
cause us to operate and instruct in the
power of the Holy Spirit. If my children
donothave theHolySpirit, howcan I ex-
pect them to live a victorious lifestyle? I
can allow thepastor and youthministers
to preach to and teach my children, but
I have to lead them by example inside
the home. I have to support the admo-
nition of the Word by reminding them
and communicating with them outside
of the congregation. I cannot teach my
children how to love without demon-
strating it to them by my actions.
We must beware of the gainsaying of

Korah and of walking in the way of Cain,
especially in the rearing of our children
(cf.Gen. 4;Num.16; Jude).No father, re-
gardless of financial status, can afford to
place worldly knowledge, wisdom, and
religion over the knowledge of God.
There is no such thing as sex outside of
marriage that glorifiesGod. There is def-
initely no green light to allow sin and ad-
diction to overshadow and destroy the
well-being of our babies. If wewill not al-
low any physical harm to our children,
we should not allow our children to do
whatever they want to do with the ex-

cuse of “God understands. It will be all
right. God will forgive you.” If a father
sees no harm in a “little” pornography
every now and then and allows a son to
sneak a peek with a “Just do not get
caught by your mother,” that father is
equipping the enemy with ammunition
to enter his child’s mind. Fathers have a
tendency to be subject to the feelings
and emotions of daughters. It can hurt
us on the inside to say no to some things
that may seem trivial, but they always
eventually respect decisions made out
of love.
The enemy has stepped up and ad-

vanced his attack on the young people
of this generation, and his attack is often
subliminal. Many singers use the name
of “God” but obviously are far from
knowing the Lord. “But, beloved, re-
member ye the words which were spo-
ken before of the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ; how that they told you
there should bemockers in the last time,
who should walk after their own ungod-
ly lusts. These be they who separate
themselves, sensual, having not the
Spirit. But ye, beloved, building up your-
selves on yourmost holy faith, praying in
the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the
love of God” (Jude 1:17-21).
Now is the time to put Jude 1:3 into

practice and to “earnestly contend” to
teach your children truth and to live out
love in the proper manner. The blood is
not applied to a person who has not be-
lieved and received it. If I do not have the
Son, then I am none of His (Rom. 8:9).
The Lord Jesus Christ made us more

than conquerors at the Cross, and our
victory is in Him. That means we must
fight to see our children born again, as
well as encourage them tomaintain that
faith in the Lord. Maybe we have blown
it and have lost a few battles; we then
must truly repent forourpassivity andal-
low the Holy Spirit to work in us and
through us to redeem the time. I am a
Sunday school teacher and a jail minis-
ter, but my joy in the ministry can never
be completely full if those in my house-
hold are not free from darkness.
May the Lord continue to allow us to

become equipped to win in the battle

Dad’s Den

Opposing Passivity
BY RICHARD FALCONER

(Continued on page 47)
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us to know that the person we would
rather not talk to is of great concern to
theLord.His lovemustcompelus towit-
ness in word and in deed. Our attitude
needs to be one of love as we remem-
ber where we came from and how He
lovedus and sentHisSon todie not only
for usbut indeed for all whowould come
to know Him as Saviour. We should es-
pecially think of that at this time of year.
God sent the Saviour on that blessed
Christmas morning.

A COURAGEOUS ATTITUDE
I happened tobeblessedwithamoth-

er-in-law who displayed courage. Oth-
ers gained courage by just being with
her. Sheministered tomany people with
a faith that was unshakable. She also
had a sense of humor that often remind-
ed us that life was not all worry and con-
cern. She was a comfort as she looked
on the humorous side of life. She once
told me that the Lord owned the cattle
on a thousand hills and that she prayed
for Him to sell just one of them and give
her the money.

AN ATTITUDE OF HUMILITY
Jesusdisplayed truehumility.Hewent

about healing and forgiving. He was al-
ways concerned about others. He was
humble enough to come to earth as a
baby,to be born in a stable, and to live
and die for us (cf. Phil. 2:8). If we stay in
the Word and keep our hearts right, we
will have Christlike humility. True humili-
ty comes from a heart overflowing with
God’s love.Wewantwhat isbest foroth-
ers and set aside our ownwishes for the
good of those around us.

AN ATTITUDE OF HOPE
Finally, I want to mention hope.

Thosewho have trusted Christ as Sav-
iour have a hope that will cause them
to endure regardless of circum-
stances. Knowing that at any time the
Lord Jesus may call us to be with Him
gives us hope that will endure the test
of time. We knowwhere we came from
and where we are going (II Cor. 5:8).
What you do daily is not in vain. That

includes kissing scraped knees, sewing

attitude in one of my children and
know where he learned it.
What a powerful and yet sad way to

learn one of God’s lessons! As Christian
women, love and tenderness go a long
way in winning others to Jesus. Jesus
has a heart for sinners. He did not have
a critical spirit. He offers love and com-
passion. He has asked us to bring our
first love (Himself) to thosewe rubshoul-
ders with day by day. As we raise our
children, this will be reflected in their
lives. This is so powerful that we should
not be surprised if many come to know
the Lord Jesus as their Saviour.

AN ATTITUDE OF FORGIVENESS
When one of our daughters was

twelve years old, she started interme-
diate school. Two girls followed her
home from school, teasing her and try-
ing to tramp down the back of her
shoes. I witnessed this and promptly
took action. But I blew it all out of pro-
portion, even to the extent of sending
her to a different school.
It would have been so much better

had I firmly spoken to the girls, made
sure my daughter was OK, and perhaps
had the girls in for a snack. My daughter
would have learned something about
theattitudeof forgiveness, andsowould
the girls who had teased her.

AN ATTITUDE OF PRAISE
“The blessing of the Lord, it maketh

rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it”
(Prov. 10:22). We can offer to others
words of praise, words of encourage-
ment, and words of hope. We have so
much for which to praise God (cf. Ps.
9:1). When we display an attitude of
praise, others will learn to praise Him
too. Remember that God is willing and
able to change people and to cause
them to sing His praises.

CONCERN FOR OTHERS
God’s Word also tells me that He

has personally created each person
who comes into this world (Ps. 22:9-
10). He cares greatly for each and
every individual. It grieves Him greatly
when a soul is lost.
Once we grasp this, it should change

WHAT attitude would God want us
to have? How is our attitude to-

ward God, toward other Christians, and
toward thosewhodonot knowJesus as
their Saviour?Aswivesandmothers,we
should treat our children and our hus-
bands with kindness. We should treat
our neighbors with consideration and
demonstrate the love of God so that if
any do not know the Lord as Saviour,
they might desire what we have.
Do we moan and groan, feeling we

are not treated right? God would have
us treat others with kindness, regard-
less of howwe feel we should be treat-
ed. This time of year we are especial-
ly careful to be kind and to share Christ
with those who come into our lives.
However, let us try to show the love of
God to others at all times. He will help
us do that as we abide in Him.
We must also consider our attitude

toward menial tasks. Ruth was a
woman of God, and she was willing to
do whatever she had to do to make a
living for herself and her mother-in-
law. She was not afraid of hard work,
and she followed instructions as they
were given to her (Ruth 2:7).
There are times when we have to

learn and be gracious, knowing that
we are not always the one to make de-
cisions. Sometimes we need to do the
work that others do not want to do. As
long as we do our best, with God’s
help we will be blessed, along with
those around us (cf. I Cor. 10:31).
A servant’s heart will often be re-

warded with children who also have a
good attitude and reflect the glory of
God in their lives. Jesus was a car-
penter, and He daily walked on the
dusty roads. No job was too big or too
small. He also washed the disciples’
feet (John 13:14). Let us go out of our
way to help others, as Jesus did. It all
has to do with attitude.

A CRITICAL ATTITUDE
When my children were younger, I

sometimes had a critical spirit toward
others. Thankfully, God has delivered
me from that critical spirit since then.
But even though I am forgiven, there
are times when I see glimpses of this

One Mother to Another

About Our Attitude
BY CAROLINE KRISE
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WHAT would it be like to not be
able to recognize your neigh-

borhood or know the names of the
people living in your house?
This is what life is like for a person

with Alzheimer’s disease. Alzheimer’s
is a type of dementia characterized by
memory loss and changes in thinking
and behavior. It is estimated that in
2012, 5.4 million Americans are living
with Alzheimer’s. About half a million
Americans younger than age sixty-five
have some form of dementia, includ-
ing Alzheimer’s.
Aging is the greatest risk factor for

Alzheimer’s. The number of people in
America over age sixty-five will more
than double by the year 2050, rising to
20 percent of the population. As the
population ages, Alzheimer’s cases
will increase accordingly. It is estimat-
ed that for every person with
Alzheimer’s, one to four family mem-
bers act as caregivers (Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, www.alz.org).
Alzheimer’s is not a normal part of

aging. Most people fear the process
of aging and especially the prospect
of “losing their mind.” In most cases,
mild memory problems are not a sign
of Alzheimer’s but a part of normal
life. Some memory loss with age is
common, and the brain’s processing
systems naturally slow down. For-
getting where you parked the car or
missing an appointment is no cause
for alarm.
How do you know whether some-

one in your life is experiencing normal
forgetfulness or Alzheimer’s? With
Alzheimer’s, memory loss is severe
enough to disrupt normal life. The per-
son gradually becomes unable to per-
form tasks that were once routine.
Alzheimer’s is also accompanied by
changes in personality that do not oc-
cur with normal aging.

The process of Alzheimer’s follows a
predictable pattern. The three broad
categories are mild cognitive decline,
moderate decline, and severe decline.
The Alzheimer’s Association, however,
breaks the progression into seven
stages.
A person in the first stage shows no

signs or symptoms. Examination by a
doctor shows normal cognitive func-
tion. In stage two, the person feels he
is forgetting things, but others are not
noticing anything unusual. This may
be Alzheimer’s, another form of de-
mentia, or normal aging.
During stage three, which is mild

cognitive decline, a doctor will note
mental difficulties during an examina-
tion, and friends and family will notice
changes. The person begins to have
difficulty with normal activities, such
as following a recipe or playing a
board game.
In stage four, moderate decline,

the person exhibits increasing mem-
ory difficulties (like forgetting his
personal history) and may become
withdrawn.
In stage five, moderate cognitive

decline becomes more pronounced.
The person may not remember his
home address or phone number and
may not dress appropriately for the
season. By stage six, the patient is ex-
periencing severe cognitive decline.
He may not remember the name of a
caregiver or spouse. Assistance with
toileting and dressing may be needed.
There may be major personality
changes, including delusions and
compulsive behavior.
Stage seven is the final stage of

Alzheimer’s. The person cannot carry
on a conversation but may still say
words or phrases. Eventually the pa-
tient can no longer walk, sit up, or
communicate. All aspects of personal

care require assistance. Finally, the
person becomes bedridden. The body
becomes so weak that the person
usually dies of an infection or organ
failure.
This is a sobering scenario.
My father was diagnosed with

Alzheimer’s about twelve years ago
and is currently moving through stage
seven. My mother is his primary care-
giver. As a Christian woman, she fol-
lows the words of David in Psalm
71:9—“Cast me not off in the time of
old age; forsake me not when my
strength faileth.”
She loves him no matter what his

mental condition. She knows he has
no control over the changes in his
brain, and she wants to do what is
best for him in every circumstance.
The goal is to make each day the
best it can be. Jesus reminds us in
Matthew 6:34, “Take therefore no
thought for the morrow: for the mor-
row shall take thought for the things
of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof.”
My father spent the first half of his

professional life as a pharmacist. Then
he went into real estate, becoming the
owner of his own real estate company.
He was also very active in the com-
munity, participating in various civic
organizations among other things. For
three consecutive years he was the
keynote speaker at the town’s Memo-
rial Day service.
The first two years, his speeches

were excellent. The third year he
seemed to get lost in the middle of his
talk. He repeated himself and seemed
unable to bring the speech to a strong
conclusion. I remember thinking that
this seemed strange, but I did not
make a big issue of it.
At another point I remember being

at home for a visit (I had been married

Family Life

Alzheimer’s: Heartache and Hope
BY JANE CHASE



WINTER QUARTER 2013-14 47

My mother is a strong woman, both
physically and emotionally. She com-
plains that she does not have the
strength she used to; yet she still cuts
wood for the furnace, mows the lawn,
and shovels the snow! She even laid
her ownwood floors not long ago. She
has added Alzheimer’s caregiver to
her list of responsibilities.
Yet she knows she is not alone. My

father is not alone, either. Isaiah 46:4
says, “Even to your old age I am he;
and even to hoar hairs will I carry you:
I have made, and I will bear; even I will
carry, and will deliver you.”
The good news is that heaven

awaits. My father has been a faithful
follower of Christ since childhood.
His mind may be failing, and his body
may be weak, but his heart sti l l
knows the truth of I Corinthians
15:52: “In a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed.”
Editor’s Note: On February 17,

2013, the writer’s father passed away
from this world and entered into the
presence of the Lord (II Cor. 5:8). �

particularly in the later stages.
The caregiver must make sure he

stays healthy, taking steps to avoid
being physically worn out, emotional-
ly drained, or too depressed to make
good decisions. Self-care must be a
priority for the caregiver; otherwise,
both the caregiver and the patient will
suffer.
During these years of caring for

my father, my mother has followed
the advice of Proverbs 1:5—“A wise
man wil l hear, and wil l increase
learning; and a man of understand-
ing shall attain unto wise counsels.”
She has taken the time to learn
about the progression of
Alzheimer’s, how to care for the af-
flicted, and how to draw on local and
federal resources for physical and fi-
nancial support.
She has investigated different med-

ications and followed the latest re-
search in Alzheimer’s treatment. Some
medicines help slow the progression
of the disease, but there is no cure for
Alzheimer’s.
Knowing there is no cure has

forced our family to think about is-
sues most people ignore or put off as
long as possible. My mother has
made sure her three daughters have
all the emergency-contact names
and numbers in case anything hap-
pens to her. She has made financial
plans for the coming years, as well
as plans for selling her home. She
has sold their rental property to sim-
plify her life. And she has chosen the
funeral home and made plans for my
father’s passing. While these are not
easy issues to deal with, she knows
that waiting until the end would only
make things more difficult.
Soon my father will be moving into

the memory-care unit at the veteran’s
hospital in Minneapolis. While he is
there and before selling the house, my
mother will be visiting him and staying
with my husband and me a few days a
week. We are remodeling our lower
level to help meet her needs, and both
of my sisters are contributing finan-
cially.
In cases like this, support from the

entire family is imperative. We know
that “a wise son maketh a glad father:
but a foolish man despiseth his moth-
er” (Prov. 15:20). This applies to
daughters as well! We also know that
providing emotional support for our
mother is following the command of
Exodus 20:12 to honor our father and
mother.

and out of the house for a number of
years) and hearing my mother com-
plain about the credit card bill. It
seemed my father had neglected to
pay it for several months and had run
up charges of thousands of dollars.
She was upset and wondered how he
could be so forgetful.
Mysterious dents in the car were an-

other warning sign of his mental de-
cline. There were no major accidents,
but dings and scratches that had not
been there before and that he could
not explain kept appearing.
Around this time, my father had a

mental evaluation and was diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s. That explained the
forgetfulness during his Memorial Day
speech, the bills, the forgetting of
names, and other things.
While my father never officially re-

tired from the real estate business, he
stopped taking new listings, sold his
building, and gradually got out of the
business. My mother slowly took over
his responsibilities, including handling
the finances and running the house-
hold.
For many Alzheimer’s patients, giv-

ing up driving can be a difficult propo-
sition. The person may not realize that
his skills have deteriorated and insist
on driving. In most states, a diagnosis
of Alzheimer’s results in an automatic
revocation of the driver’s license. If a
patient wants to drive, reminding him
that he no longer has a license may
help. We thankfully did not have to
force the issue. When my mother said
she would drive, he let her.
I remember driving the car with my

father in the passenger seat. We were
stopped at a red light. The turn signal
to our left went to a green arrow, and
the cars in the left lane began to turn
left. My father asked, “Why are they
going? The light is red.” I tried to ex-
plain that the green arrow was for
those cars, but he just kept saying, “I
don’t understand this.” At that point it
was clear that he could no longer
drive.
Since then, his movements have

slowed to the point that just getting in
and out of the car is difficult. He uses
a walker and rarely speaks in full sen-
tences. He spends weekdays at adult
day care so that my mother can have
a break.
As an Alzheimer’s caregiver, it is im-

portant for my mother to take time to
care for herself as well as her husband.
The demands of caring for an
Alzheimer’s patient can be exhausting,

dresses, mending clothes, cooking
meals, washing dishes, giving baths,
helping with schoolwork, and all the
many things mothers do for their chil-
dren. I trust youwill be found faithful and
have that attitude that God can bless.
May God bless and help you. �

About Our Attitude

(Continued from page 45)

Opposing Passivity

(Continued from page 44)

for the faith and faithfulness of our
youth. He who has begun a work in us
is faithful to complete it in us as well as
in them (Phil. 1:6). Regardless of the
times or trends, let us defeat passivity
and fight for our children, for God has
called us to do so. �
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AS a growing number of adults en-
ter their second half of life, many

are asking, “What’s next?” They may
be facing new transitions and choices.
For many couples, their children are
now adults, and the busy days of par-
enting are over. Single adults may also
be encountering changes.
There are new concerns and uncer-

tainties to confront. But though we may
feel apprehensive or fearful, this can be
a fulfilling and enjoyable time.
More people are entering this stage

of life with good health and vitality.
They have a more realistic perspective
on life. Life’s experiences have made
themwiser. Madeleine L�Engle, author
of A Wrinkle in Time (Farrar, Straus,
and Giroux), said, “The great thing
about getting older is that you don’t
lose all the other ages you’ve been.”
Wecan look forward toour later adult-

hood with renewed purpose and mean-
ing. As Christians, we have had many
years to grow and mature in our rela-
tionship with God. As we continue to be
fully yielded to God, He can show us
how to use these years joyfully and with
purpose for Him. Psalm 90:12 says,
“Teach us to number our days, that we
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”
The Bible contains many examples

of people who served God in their lat-
er years.
Anna was an older prophetess who

faithfully served God for many years in
the temple at Jerusalem. The Bible
tells us Anna was joyful and grateful
for the privilege of blessing the Baby
Jesus at His temple dedication.
Noahwas known as a righteous per-

son. Later in his life, God had him build
an ark to save his household andmany
pairs of animals from the floodwaters.
In his older years, Abraham by faith

moved to a land that God would even-
tually show him—Canaan. Abraham
believed God’s promises, and God
blessed him.
Joshua served God well into his lat-

er years. As Moses’ successor, he
brought the Israelites into the Prom-
ised Land. During his farewell address,
Joshua looked back and remembered
God’s faithfulness to the tribes of Is-
rael. He urged them to “fear the Lord,
and serve him in sincerity and in truth”
(Josh. 24:14).
We can look back with gratitude at

God’s continual care for us. Moreover,
as we continue to obey God in the fu-
ture, we have this promise: “The steps
of a goodman are ordered by the Lord:
and he delighteth in his way” (Ps.
37:23).
As we mature, we must address our

concerns and fears. There are work
and life transitions to deal with. Needs
and interestsmay be different frombe-
fore.
Some standard transitions bring

more change, stress, and risk than
others. These transitions include mar-
riage, a new job, a new home and
community, and new friends.
When too many transitions occur

within a short time period, it can lead
to more stress and anxiety. When con-
sidering making some life transitions,
look back to changes made in the
past, and evaluate how they have
worked out.
Questions to address during this

stage of life concern the following: our
purpose, the people in our lives, the
place we live, and work.
Purpose. What is our purpose or

motivation for the future? It is impor-
tant to have a vision or a goal. Do we
feel we are fully living our lives? Are we
satisfied with how we spend our time
and money?
People with hazy goals will get hazy

results. To go in the right direction and
to make the progress we want, we
must clearly define our goals. Once
they are defined, daily time manage-
ment will help us accomplish what is
important to us.
People. The second half of life can

be a time to reevaluate the people we
spend time with and our relationships.
Do we have healthy relationships? Are
they God-honoring? How we choose
to interact with our family and friends
reflects on us. It determines our qual-
ity of life. Our relationships should
make us happy.
Place. We need to reevaluate the

place or community in whichwe live. Do
we feel athome inourcommunity?What
are the advantages and disadvantages
of stayingormoving?Whenwouldbean
optimal time to move or downsize?
Work. We should reevaluate our

work. Is our current work life fulfilling?
Are we engaging our God-given tal-

ents and strengths? If we are unsure of
our strengths, we can ask others for
their insight. Career coaching and
counseling may be necessary for real-
istic assessment of our strengths and
true interests.
What can we do that uses our skills

and spiritual gifts? These are activities
that bring us satisfaction and mean-
ing. We should consider what work to
pursue that will enable us to have
meaningful lives.
As we examine our interests, we can

ask ourselves whether we should con-
tinue with the work we are doing or
pursue something else. To see what it
is like to have a different job or career,
we should take the option of testing
the waters. It is better to investigate a
possible new endeavor without leav-
ing one’s current work.
This is a world where job security as

we knew it rarely exists. Moreover,
what we thought was our roadmap for
life may have been good for a time, but
as we come to another bend in the
road, we should ask for God’s help
concerning our transitions.
Maybe life did not turn out the way

we had hoped or wanted. That does
not mean we cannot have a new be-
ginning as we move forward.
We cannot think that God can no

longer use us, that our work is done.
Every person can have an important
role throughout life.
Retired people choose a variety of

activities. They are involved in volun-
teering, part-time work, traveling, the
arts, hobbies, and recreational activi-
ties. Churches may have short-term
missions opportunities. We should
consider the needs and ministries in
our communities. Grandparents have
more time to spend encouraging
grandchildren.
Sometimes life’s interruptions

change the direction of our lives or ca-
reers. God can and does change our
plans (Ps. 33:10). Our well-ordered
lives can take a turn in direction, lead-
ing us to other opportunities. We can
trust God to accomplish His purpose
in our lives. God is the sovereign
Arranger of all circumstances.
For now, we can go about enjoying

a more fulfilling life as we redefine our
vision and set priorities for our more
mature years. �

Finding Purpose in the Second Half of Life
BY DEBORAH NAYROCKER, M.ED.
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The everyday demands of life some-
times overpowered eternal things—and
God revealed that to me. Often what I
was reading, hearing on the radio, get-
ting fromsermons, and learning from the
fellowship of friends would line up to re-
inforce what God was teaching me.
After praying with two godly

women, I experienced some release
and freedom from negative influ-
ences.
I began to realize that although

God had created me to bring Him
glory through my intensity, desire to
understand, and passion for my in-
volvements, these traits could easily
cross over the line. Too many books,
supplies, bargain purchases, and proj-
ects all required storage, organization,
andmaintenance. They becamemajor
time consumers because I failed to
hear His voice on these issues.
At first I did not recognize Satan’s var-

ious tactics: blockingmymemory of any
spiritual growth;makingme feel far from
God; encouraging overcommitment;
and redefining materialism. But through
the years, God taught me more about
spiritual warfare and submission.
Shortly after surrendering my large

flower garden to God, a drunk driver
plowed through it, leaking gasoline.
God tested my sincerity but then, in
His mercy, brought good from it with
an insurance settlement!
The greatest trial of my life hap-

pened in 2009 when my husband of
thirty-some years died unexpectedly.
During a period of grief, while only
feeling numbness, I found comfort in
the psalms and cried out to God to ex-
perience Him more closely.
As a widow, I had to learn many new

responsibilities; I had to support myself
with part-time jobs and discover a dif-
ferent identity. But God’s mercy provid-
ed a variety of help, love, and prayer
from family and friends. I could definite-
ly feel the resulting strength and hope to
keep going. My trust level increased.
In looking back over my life, I see the

changes God has made in me. I have
gone fromoften seeing the negative first
to becoming more positive; from being
fearful about performing to serving Him
in public ways; from trying to reason
everything out to depending on God’s
wisdom more; from feeling self-hatred

During thechild-rearingyears, lifewas
quite busy with my husband in a music
ministry. God enabled me to direct the
children’s choir, develop our children’s
missions conferences, collect an inter-
national costume library for use during
missions conferences, write Christian
children’s literature, andbe involvedwith
music. These activities were enjoyable;
yet something was missing.
What was wrong? I was still inse-

cure and struggling with emotional
eating. The resulting guilt made me
feel I was a poor testimony. I would go
to my bookshelves and stare at the ti-
tles—and God always led me to the
exact book I needed to help me un-
derstand and grow.
I also didmy ownBible studies on the

heart, eating for God’s glory, God’s per-
sonal contacts with man, and Satan. I
enjoyed what I was learning; but where
was the deeply personal experience of
God that I desired (and believed should
benormal)?Several times Iwas told that
I expected too much or that I was being
too hard on myself.
Questions persisted. Is ordering life

around biblical principles (behavior)
the same as loving and abiding in
Christ? How is it possible to pray al-
ways when children and work demand
one’s attention?

GOD protected me early in my life
whenmy caretaker on themission

fieldgotdistractedonedayandmybaby
carriage started rolling toward a cliff. My
mother “happened” to come home at
that moment and rescued me.
Back in the States, before age five,

I came to my mother wanting to be
saved. At her knee, I prayed to re-
ceive the Lord. I was confident
enough to be baptized, but later I
doubted my sincerity many times.
The Lord gave me an interest in

missions, so for two summers as a
teen I taught Bible clubs to evangel-
ize children. I later served with mis-
sionaries to the Navajo.
It was also during my teen years that

questions began to troubleme.Why did
some Christians not live out biblical
teaching?Why did some sins appear to
be cultural or relative? Why would God
punish certain sins but apparently not
others (such as polygamy)? How could
God harden someone’s heart and then
hold him responsible?
Eventually, God brought me to sever-

al conclusions. Spiritual growth is a life-
long process for all of us; God is always
good, nomatter how things appear; and
although there are some things I may
never understand, I still need to trust a
trustworthy and holy God.
Learning to do that was not always

easy. Somehow my concept of God’s
loving care involved complete safety,
minimal trials, and living the American
dream—even if it was a low-budget
one. It certainly did not involve finan-
cial difficulties, stressful relationships,
spiritual numbness, and the unexpect-
ed loss of loved ones.
The death of our first baby, who was

stillborn at full term, sent me into a de-
pression. My second pregnancy end-
ed inmiscarriage. People would say to
me, “Just trust God about having an-
other baby.”
And I answered in my immature,

fearful heart, “Why should I?”
It took me many months to realize

that my greatest need was to value the
presence of God through any painful
journey instead of clinging to my per-
sonal desires. But practicing this truth
was a slow process.
I struggled with anxiety through my

next pregnancies, but God did bless
us with three healthy children.

A New Direction
BY JOYCE E. BAILEY

Joyce E. Bailey
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IONCE heard someone say that twoletters in the word “church” are U
and R. Therefore, U R the church. The
same can be said for the word “rut.” R
U the rut? (Referring to all of us.)
We all get into ruts in our lives and

need to break out of our routines. That
is why dinner out, a day off, or a vaca-
tion is so important.
Since our churches are made up of

people and people get into ruts, it
stands to reason that our church life
also gets into a rut from time to time.
If you are like me, most of your so-
cial life is tied up with church activi-
ties and church friends. This is good
as long as we are not being isola-
tionists and ignoring our witness to
the world.
The Bible says, “Let us hold fast the

profession of our faith without waver-
ing; (for he is faithful that promised;)
and let us consider one another to pro-
voke unto love and to good works: not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as themanner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day ap-
proaching” (Heb. 10:23-25).
From these verses we see that when

we gather in our churches, it is to wor-
ship, to learn from God’s Word, and to
be strengthened in our faith. It is not to
hide fromwhat is happening, but to re-
ceive help in holding on to our faith in
a dark and hopeless world. It is to help
us be witnesses in that world.
Just as in all of life, however, our

church activities sometimes get stale
and our services routine. It is like
singing ten verses of the same hymn.
By verse nine, we have our whole next
week schedule planned out.
We need to infuse creativity into

church in part to catch people’s atten-
tion and help them see old truths in
new ways. So how do we employ cre-
ativity in church?

DO NOT PANIC!
You do not need to imbue every

service or activity with creative
overkill. Even change can become
routine.
When considering creative activities

for your church, keep these things in
mind: the makeup of the congregation
in terms of age, gender, average edu-
cational level; size; location; and fi-

nances. As to finances, keep in mind
that part of creativity is knowing how
to do things cheaply or, better yet, for
free. Use your resources. Next, deter-
mine the purpose of the activity and
what you hope to accomplish.

TEACH SCRIPTURAL TRUTHS
Drama employed in a service sparks

interest and sometimes imparts bibli-
cal truths in new ways. Drama need
not replace a sermon. It can be a short
vignette related to the sermon topic. It
can occur before or after the sermon.
There are many drama resources
available. The main thing to remember
is to have people memorize their parts
and dress for them. If it is worth doing,
it is worth doing well.
As music director at my church, we

have performed many dramas over the
years. They really do teach biblical truth
when that is their focus and purpose.

SPICE UP THE MUSIC
As to musical creativity in church,

suggest to your director some of these
tried and true possibilities.
Select a historical composer of

church music. The person we chose

was Fanny Crosby. Though blind from
infancy, she wrote thousands of hymn
lyrics. We used her songs exclusively
and told about her life as a musical
portion of a service.
Another time one of our choir women

portrayed Anna Magdalena Bach. She
told about her husband during the mu-
sic portion of the service. It was—you
guessed it—the music of J. S. Bach.
A good way to involve the congre-

gation in the music of your church is to
take a survey of their favorite Christian
music. We titled our survey “Christian
music” rather than “hymns” to en-
courage the young people to tell us
about favorite contemporary songs.
Next, use selected songs through-

out several months. Some lend them-
selves to choir music, some to con-
gregational singing, and some to
instrumental or vocal solos. Any cre-
ative endeavor that gets people in-
volved who normally are not is good.

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES WITH A
PURPOSE
Psalm 27:4 says, “One thing have I

desired of the Lord, that will I seek af-
ter; that I may dwell in the house of the

Church in a Rut?
BY NOEL HARSHMAN
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Lord all the days of my life, to behold
the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire
in his temple.”
Being able to gather for worship and

fellowship is a blessing we take for
granted. It is a blessing not everyone
has. For some, those we call shut-ins,
fellowship is a blessing they no longer
have due to poor health or advanced
age.
Twice a year, our church has a spe-

cial covered-dish meal for our shut-
ins. On a given Sunday after church,
everyone brings two of the same food
item. One goes to the kitchen, and one
goes on the long table for all the at-
tendees to share.
The shut-ins are called a few days

earlier to ask whether we may bring
them a meal and visit. They are also
asked about any dietary restrictions.
Some opt for the meal. Others just
want dessert.
At the dinner, everyone eats. Then

those making visits to the shut-ins put
together large and small take-out con-
tainers of food for whomever they are
visiting. (We purchase the containers
from a local restaurant outlet.) Then off
the visitors go to take food and love to
our shut-ins. Everyone benefits.
These are not the only visits our

shut-ins receive. These are just the
two that are our annual special ones.
Our church is located right across the

street from a fire station. Across the oth-
er street was the South Side Precinct,
which is now the detective division.
One day our church held an ap-

preciation meal for our firefighters
and police officers. There was no
program—just good food. One of
our men fired up the grill. Others
brought in all kinds of food. It was
greatly appreciated. This was a cre-
ative yet low-key way for us to thank
them and let them know we care
about them in the Lord.
Since we have a clothing center in

our church for children, we have host-
ed numerous parties for unchurched
children and their families. This intro-
duces them to our church as a place
that cares about them.
At one such party, we took the

children on a tour of the church. We
explained to them what a hymnal is
and let them stand in the choir loft. I
sat down at the pipe organ and
asked whether there was a song
they would like to hear. The little girls
asked for “The Wedding March”! I
have never played it with such en-
thusiasm!

For the past few years, we have held
back-to-school parties for families.
The kids play games and win school
supplies. Lots of food is served. Both
young and old get involved in showing
Christ’s love at these gatherings.

STRICTLY FOR FELLOWSHIP
There are also fun things to do just

for your own church family. They all in-
volve food, of course. That is a stan-
dard for us Christians.
If you have a middle-aged to older

congregation who travel quite a bit,
host a travelogue party. Invite people
to bring five minutes worth of slides,
video, or photographs of a favorite
trip. This could be part of a dinner or a
dessert buffet. If they really want to be
creative, you could have a vegetable
buffet, though I am not sure howmany
would come!
Another type of fun evening we have

tried was a totally pointless talent
show (with food, of course). Young
and old alike participated, and much
of it was hilarious.
This activity provides great fellow-

ship. It also encourages people who
do not do the usual things, such as
sing or play an instrument, to partici-
pate.
There do have to be standards, and

it is a good idea to ask people to sub-
mit a description of the act they will
perform to a committee. Some ideas
include juggling, telling jokes, and
skits.
One lady filled crystal glasses with

different levels of water and played a
tune. Two little boys (twins) told jokes
(some of them knock-knock jokes)
and never cracked a smile!

ACTIVITIES THAT MENTOR
Teaching children to look outside

themselves and help others in the
name of Christ is one of the best things
we can do.
When our church was having finan-

cial difficulties, the children hosted a
fund-raising lunch one afternoon.
They did the work and raised a few
hundred dollars for the church treas-
ury. Children need to know that al-
though money is made of paper, it still
does not grow on trees.
On another occasion, the kids took

flyers through the church neighbor-
hood asking for donations to a per-
sonal-needs bank. People were asked
to leave donations on their porches for
the children to pick up.

It was a way to help our children
realize that not everyone can just go
to the store and buy soap or paper
towels. And it was a way for them to
give.
Determining the purpose of creative

addition to the service is important. If
it is pointless, the result will surely be
pointless. All our activities must be to
God’s glory.
The purpose can sometimes just

be fun and fellowship. Providing a
place and an activity that give fami-
lies and individuals a sense of to-
getherness and fellowship in Christ
is priceless. Providing a safe haven
for those inside and outside our
church is also crucial.
Psalm 27:5 says, “For in the time of

trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion:
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he
hide me; he shall set me up upon a
rock.” Hiding must be temporary. It
must be for the purpose of finding
strength and courage to witness in this
world.
When considering creative activi-

ties for our churches, we must look
at whether they will strengthen all of
us. They must help us hold on to our
faith, grow in our faith, and proclaim
to all that we can be forgiven in
Christ! �

for my failures to receiving God’s for-
giveness, love, and acceptance; from
hanging on to things to letting go and
giving more; from being concerned
about others’ opinions to putting a
growing priority on pleasing God; from
being fearful of making the wrong deci-
sion to believing that He will guide my
steps as I seek Him; from emotional-
stress eating to receiving His peace and
strength to lose one hundred pounds;
from protecting myself to being more
open to God and others; from despair-
ing that Iwouldeverhaveclosenesswith
God to innerhealing to receiveall thatHe
is and gives.
Today God continues to takeme out

of my comfort zones and lead me to
deeper connectedness to and de-
pendence on Him. I praise Him for giv-
ing me a new direction and new min-
istries in music and writing. �

A New Direction

(Continued from page 49)



52

MUSIC is God’s creation. It existed
when “the morning stars sang

together” (Job 38:7) and will express
our worship in heaven (Rev. 5:9-10).
As beings created in His image, our

hearts find their greatest joys and
deepest sorrows and especially their
worship best expressed in music. It is
not surprising, therefore, that His
church is the source of much of the
greatest and most meaningful music
ever produced.
Of all the sacred seasons in the

church year, Christmas is certainly the
most musical: our church bells ring the
good news, our congregations sing it,
our radios play it, and, at least until re-
cently, even the loudspeakers in our
places of commerce joined the cho-
rus.
Celebrating the birth of our Saviour

is surely an unparalleled occasion for
a lavish expression of joy. For this we
have no better example than that of
the angel choir from heaven singing
their announcement “Joy to the world!
The Lord is come” (Watts, “Joy to the
World!”) to a group of shepherds as
they “watched their flocks by night”
(Tate, “While Shepherds Watched
Their Flocks”).
Even thoughNahumTatewas at one

time England’s poet laureate and the
author of many hymns, only this one
survives in our hymnbooks today.
As he listened to “the bells on

Christmas Day” (“I Heard the Bells on
Christmas Day”), it was this joyful
sound that inspired the poet Henry
Longfellow to remember that in spite
of earth’s overwhelming evil, “God is
not dead, nor doth He sleep.” Even
though Longfellow wrote much poet-
ry, this appears to have been his only
hymn—another ode to Christmas.
Such hymns of Christmas are seem-

ingly countless, and more are pub-
lished each year.With somany that are
both beautiful and meaningful, it is im-
possible to have one favorite—or even
two or three. I do, however, have a
special love for the old standbys that I
have known from childhood and that
have stood the test of time, some dat-
ing back a century or more.
These old hymns are deeply mean-

ingful in their recognition and celebra-
tion of that most wonderful night. Not
only do they remind us of the angel

chorus and the shepherds who expe-
rienced their song while they
“watched their flocks by night” (Tate),
but they also sing of the “little town of
Bethlehem” (Brooks, “O Little Town of
Bethlehem”), where it all happened.
Rev. Brooks was inspired to write this
carol after having visited Bethlehem.
The beloved children’s carol that

reminds us of the Baby sleeping
“away in a manger” has been with us
so long that its origins are in doubt.
Older hymnals attribute its author-
ship to Martin Luther. More recent
ones label it “unknown,” with the
third stanza written by John Thomas
MacFarland.
Whenever I hear this carol, I think of

the pastor who never failed to inform
us that the line “no crying He makes”
was in error. “Of course He cried,” he
would insist to his congregation. “He
was a baby!” That is worth remember-
ing. Our Lord and Creator became like
us in every way except for sin. He did
so in order tomake us like Him (cf. Phil.
2:7).
He was born of a woman, Mary, who

“laid her Child lowly in a manger”
(Cook, “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”).
Jonathan Cook is another one-hymn
author who found his inspiration in the
Christmas story.
Likewise, the “three kings of [the]

Orient” (Hopkins, “We Three Kings”)
are commemorated in song. Never
mind that we do not know how many
there actually were. The emphasis is
on the meaningfulness of their three
gifts: gold to crown Him because He
was “born a king” and frankincense
and myrrh that would wrap His suffer-
ing and bloody body as He was
“sealed in the stonecold tomb.”
Dr. Hopkinswas head of amusic de-

partment. It is interesting to note that
this carol, out of many he penned, was
written to be sung by university men in
a pageant he was preparing. How of-
ten we have seen young Sunday
school boys in bathrobes performing
the same scene.
Many of these hymns remind us not

only of the events of our Saviour’s na-
tivity but also of the other great truths
of our faith.
There are references to our Lord’s

sacrifice and the reason for it: “The
cross be borne, for me, for you” (Dix,

“What Child Is This?”). This author
also gave us “As with Gladness Men
of Old.”
Other carols remind us of our need

to make the only proper response to
the Christmas story: “Come to my
heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in
my heart for thee!” (Eliott, “Thou
Didst Leave Thy Throne”). Unlike her
more famous aunt Charlotte, Emily
Eliot is known today for just this one
hymn.
Other carols focus as much or more

on the Lord’s second coming as they
do on His first. One example is “O
Come, O Come, Immanuel” (Latin
hymn). This heartfelt prayer has been
sung by God’s people for eight long
centuries since its Latin origin in me-
dieval congregations.
Perhaps as powerful as those car-

ols we have mentioned are the beau-
tiful Christmas spirituals that are
equally in line with their great sub-
ject. How could one not be in sym-
pathy with the plaintive yearning of “I
Wonder as I Wander,” (Appalachian
carol ) or refra in from joining in
singing the spirited and important
command “Go, Tell It on the Moun-
tain” (traditional spiritual)? These
two pieces, among others, were dis-
covered and adapted from the musi-
cal finds of a folklorist who traveled
through Appalachian and African-
American communit ies with a
recorder.
I do have a personal favorite among

the modern musical celebrations of
our Saviour’s birth. It was written by
Harry Bollback and echoes the assur-
ance Longfellow found in the music of
the Christmas bells:

Ring the bells, ring the bells
Let the whole world know
Christ was born in Bethlehem
Many years ago.
Born to die that man might live
(“Ring the Bells”).

On that first Christmas, the angels
announced not only a birth but also a
promise of “joy to the world!” because
“the Lord is come” (Watts, “Joy to the
World!”). May we use our Christmas
music not only to express our joy for
our Saviour’s birth but also to let “the
whole world know” that He was “born
to die that man might live.” �

Songs of the Season
BY CHARLOTTE U. SYME
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WHEN my daughter was eight,
her cat, Charlie, was killed. His

death broke her heart. She lay on the
couch crying hysterically, kicking her
legs as if she could push the pain
from her body. She found no escape
hatch for her discomfort, and her fa-
ther and I could do little to provide
relief. We asked God to help her. Af-
ter the initial shock wore off, we all
felt His presence and were thankful
our Heavenly Father cared about our
little girl’s loss. He touched her on
the inside, where we were unable to
reach.
My husband was a pastor for twen-

ty years, and together we witnessed
many deaths andministered to myriad
grieving families. We prayed with
them, made ourselves available, and
were eager to speed them through
their grief process by offering familiar
phrases like:
“They’re in a better place.”
“They wouldn’t want to come back

if they could.”
“I know just how you feel.”
“I’m sorry for your loss.”
“I’m sure you will see them again

someday.”
I never realized how inadequate and

empty our words were until my moth-
er, father-in-law, husband, and oldest
son died.

FACTS ABOUT GRIEF
Those were hard years. Each death

produced a vacuum no one else could
fill. I learned a lot about the grieving
process. No two people deal with the
loss of a loved one in the same man-
ner. One size does not fit all. Grief can-
not be manipulated or melted away
with mere words or formulas. It is des-
perately personal.
As I prepared this article, I wanted to

offer Christians a path under, over, or
around grief. But those of us who have
experienced it know that the only path
is straight through the predetermined
process. We also know that pain and
grief cannot hide us from the love and
presence of God’s Spirit. Only God is
qualified to offer hope and healing, for
it is only He who can touch us on the
inside.

WHY DEATH? WHY GRIEF?
These topics are never easy to con-

sider, even though Scripture warns us
that both are inevitable. Solomon
wrote in Ecclesiastes 3:1-4 that there
is a season to be born, die, laugh, and
mourn. Still, death can take us by sur-
prise and prompt us to ask, “Why did
God let my loved one die, and why
does it hurt so much?”
The Apostle Paul gave the answer

in Romans 5:12: “Wherefore, as by
one man (Adam) sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned.”
Grief hurts because physical and

spiritual death were conceived in
sin, causing mankind to have a bro-
ken relationship with God. Every
death is a painful reminder of sin’s
wages. But because of His great
love, God provided through His own
Son an avenue to restore the rela-
tionship. “Wherefore he is able also
to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he
ever liveth to make intercession for
them” (Heb. 7:25).
In John 14 Jesus was preparing His

disciples for His departure. He as-
sured them He would not leave with-
out sending another Comforter. Of
course, we know He was speaking of
the Holy Spirit.
I never really understood how pow-

erful the comfort of the Holy Spirit was
until members of my own family died.
Over and over I was hit with powerful
waves of grief, but I was never over-
whelmed. There has never been a time
in my Christian life that I felt closer to
God. I specifically wanted to keep a
clear mind in order to be available for
my five grown children and ten grand-
children. The ability to function was
one of the greatest gifts I received.

PREPARE FOR GRIEF IN ADVANCE
To confront death and grief, the wis-

est preparation any believer can make
is to live a life surrendered to God.
Yielding to God’s Spirit allows His
child to walk in a daily state of trust
and comfort prior to the onset of any
tragedy.
“That they should seek the Lord, if

haply they might feel after him, and find
him, thoughhebe not far fromevery one
of us: for in him we live, and move, and
have our being” (Acts 17:27-28).

FIRST GRIEF, THEN COMFORT
Death and grief never take God by

surprise. He is ready to step in at any
given moment because, as painful as
the thought may be, a friend or family
member could die without notice. Re-
acting with shock is neither unnatural
nor ungodly, but the next step is most
important. Do not be afraid to lean
heavily on the Lord. He will be there,
and He can take it.
Do not look to the Bible for a grief es-

cape hatch. You will not find it. If grief
were not anticipated by God, there
would be no need for a Comforter. First
comes grief, then comes comfort.

JESUS CONQUERED DEATH
Everyone’s day in the sun will fade.

When God is ready, death will happen.
James told us our lives are but a va-
por. It is here a little while and then
vanishes (Jas. 4:14).
The thought of dying can strike fear

in anyone’s heart; but, praise God,
death does not have the final say. Je-
sus broke through its pangs with His
victorious death, burial, and resurrec-
tion. To believers it is promised,
“Death is swallowed up in victory. O
death, where is thy sting? O grave,
where is thy victory?” (I Cor. 15:54-55).
Dealing with separation can be

very painful, but for believers it is not
permanent. “But I would not have
you to be ignorant, brethren, con-
cerning them which are asleep
(dead), that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope. For if we
believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with
him” (I Thess. 4:13-14). Paul goes on
to say that we will join them in the air
and that we will all be with the Lord.
We are to comfort each other with
these words (cf. vss. 17-18).
We do not know exactly how the

grieving person feels, but we can point
him to God and assure him that if he
wants to talk, God is wil l ing to
listen. �

Grief Hurts; God Heals
BY NANCY BAILEY
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WHEN you think of Israel, what
comes to mind? History and ar-

chaeology? Jewish and Muslim con-
flict? The land where Jesus lived? Is-
rael is a place of such diversity and
complexity that the only way to truly
understand it is to go there yourself.
If potential danger is keeping you

away, perhaps this will allay your fears.
As believers, we know that God con-
trols all things. Therefore, we trust in
His perfect will. Also, we do not need
to go to Israel to experience danger;
just consider how many Americans
have been victims of violent crimes in
recent years or the staggering num-
bers of those killed every day in traffic
accidents. In light of this, you are as
safe in Israel as anywhere else.

GETTING THERE
The preparations needed for a trip to

Israel are similar to those required for
other foreign nations. The Web site go
israel.com has a lot of good informa-
tion. I would strongly suggest that any-
one traveling to Israel for the first time
should check thisWeb site and others.
They can provide you with almost
everything you need to know. It is very
important to be familiar with all travel
requirements.
Also, Israelis take security very seri-

ously. I knew an American teenager
who jokingly told an Israeli customs

agent that he had a bomb in his suit-
case. The customs agent did not find
this very funny. Because of the boy’s
statement, his luggage and all the lug-
gage of his travel companions (thirty-
five in all) went through a very thor-
ough and time-consuming security
check. It took ten hours to go through
everything. So if you want to avoid this
type of trouble, it is suggested that you
be honest, friendly, and helpful toward
the security agents.

WHY DOES EVERYONE HAVE
GUNS THERE?
One thing that surprises first-time

visitors to Israel is how overt the secu-
rity is. If you take an organized tour,
there will almost always be one or two
armed guards (who are usually sol-
diers working on their time off). If you
eat in a restaurant, you will see armed
soldiers. They are everywhere. But
please do not be alarmed. They are
there to protect people in case of a
sudden attack. Because Israel is sur-
rounded by hostile nations, they must
always be prepared. However, after
the initial surprise, you will feel quite
safe and well taken care of.

WHAT KIND OF PLACE IS ISRAEL?
Israel is a land where blue Mediter-

ranean waters reach cloudless
deserts, where skyscrapers exist next

to buildings that are thousands of
years old, where flowers bloom
around the Dead Sea, and where to-
day’s fashions walk among those who
wear the most traditional of clothing.
Israel also has a diverse landscape.

There are beautiful beaches, arid
deserts, hills and valleys, and lots of
green crops and delicate flowers. The
Dead Sea is the lowest place on earth.
People from all over the world flock
there to soak in the healing saltwater
(which causes you to float without
even trying). Many people also take
home the purifying salt and mud.
There are natural salt sculptures, and
many a person has wondered whether
one of these sculptures is Lot’s wife
(Gen. 19:26).

WHAT ARE THE PEOPLE LIKE?
The people of Israel are very di-

verse. There are Jews who are native
to Israel and also Jewish people who
have come from all over the world.
This immigration is known as “making
aliyah” (which in Hebrewmeans “to go
up”). Recently, a large number of
Russian and Ethiopian Jews have
moved to Israel. Christian and Muslim
Arabs are also Israeli citizens.
There is also the unique Druze com-

munity. The Druze live mainly in the
north and are considered to be a dis-
tinct ethnic group. Their version of Is-

Walking Where Jesus Walked
BY CHRISTINA FUTRELL
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lam differs from traditional Islamic
teachings.
Most Israelis are very friendly, and

many speak English.

WHAT IS THERE TO SEE IN
ISRAEL?
When a place has been the home of

civilization for thousands of years,
there will be no shortage of things to
see! Since a good travel book will dis-
cussmost of the sights to see in Israel,
I would like to share some of my per-
sonal favorites.
The first time I traveled to Israel, I

was fourteen years old. I went with a
Christian mission organization. Our
mission was to build a rock wall
around a hospital in Nazareth. One of
my favorite things to do in Nazareth
was to walk to a little bakery that had
the best and freshest bread I have ever
tasted.
Nazareth is in the Galilee region, so

we were able to do a lot of traveling in
this part of Israel in our free time. The
Sea of Galilee is very beautiful. De-
spite its name, the Sea of Galilee is re-
ally a very large freshwater lake. It is
very easy to picture Jesus there,
teaching the crowds of people who
flocked to see Him. Galilee was also
the place where many of Jesus’ disci-
ples came from, as they were fisher-
men.
Also in the Galilee region is the site

of Capernaum. Although historians
say the synagogue ruins there are not
from Jesus’ lifetime, it does give a
good picture of what they would have
looked like in His day. One can also
visit the supposed house of Peter,
which has been excavated. This exca-
vated house sits about ten feet below
ground.
Some of my favorite sites are from

the Old Testament. Mount Gilboa is lo-
cated in northern Israel. It is more like
a long, high ridge than an actual
mountain. Below it sits the Jezreel Val-
ley. Mount Gilboa is where King Saul
and his son Jonathan were killed while
battling the Philistines. David had
harsh things to say about this place. In
II Samuel 1:21 he wrote, “Ye moun-
tains of Gilboa, let there be no dew,
neither let there be rain, upon you, nor
fields of offerings: for there the shield
of the mighty is vilely cast away, the
shield of Saul, as though he had not
been anointed with oil.” And to this
day, these words of David are striking.
I visited Mount Gilboa when I studied
in Israel during high school. It was a

warm, sunny September day. Yet as
my teacher began retelling the demise
of Israel’s first king, the atmosphere
began to change. The sun was
blocked by clouds, the wind started to
blow, and I got chills—but not from the
weather change. It was almost as if by
the retelling of this tragedy, the earth
itself was remembering that fateful
time. And to this day, thousands of
years later, David’s words still ring true.
There is lush growth on the ridges of
Mount Gilboa, but one side is barren.
As I sat on the mountain, listening to
my teacher, I looked down and saw
nothing but rocks and dirt. Later, I
asked my teacher about the strange
change of weather. He said it hap-
pened every time they went there. I
have read that recently they have
planted trees on this part of the ridge
but that there are still many barren
spots.
From Mount Gilboa you can see

Mount Tabor. This is where some be-
lieve the transfiguration of Jesus took
place (Mark 9:2).
The Jordan River, where Jesus was

baptized, was very surprising to me. I
always thought of it being like the
great Mississippi River. How wrong I
was! In some places, the Jordan is
only the size of a creek or large stream.
It brought to mind the story of Naa-
man, the Syrian soldier, who went to
the Prophet Elisha for healing from
leprosy. Elisha told him to dip himself
in the Jordan River seven times and he
would be healed. At first, Naaman was
offended and refused to do what El-
isha said. Naaman said, “Are not
Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damas-
cus, better than all the waters of Is-
rael?” (II Kings 5:12). But he reluctant-
ly did as Elisha said and was healed.
From then on, Naaman worshipped
the God of Israel and even asked to
take dirt from Israel back home with
him.
Sometimes I would find pieces of

pottery lying on the ground or in heaps
of dirt. I told my teacher about them,
and he said that there are so many
pottery fragments that they are not
worth anything. But to me, it was like
finding a piece of the past—a real
treasure!

JERUSALEM
Jerusalem is an amazing place. It

is home to the temple’s Western
Wall. Jews (and Christians) come
from all over the world to pray there,

and many will write a prayer on a
piece of paper and stick it inside the
crevices in the wall. This wall is all
that remains of the temple built by
King Herod. Next to the Western
Wall sits the Muslim mosque known
as the Dome of the Rock. This
mosque was built where the Jewish
temple stood until it was destroyed
by the Romans in A.D. 70. Jews are
not permitted to enter it. The last
time I visited was in 1997, but it has
been closed to anyone who is not
Muslim. However, there have recent-
ly been restricted days and hours for
tours.
You can also visit Golgotha (the

Skull), where it is believed Jesus was
crucified. What is believed to be Je-
sus’ burial tomb is also in Jerusalem.
Many pilgrims walk down the Via Do-
lorosa, retracing the steps of Jesus as
He walked to His death. King David’s
tomb is in Jerusalem as well.
Old Jerusalem (the Old City) is a fas-

cinating place to take your time in. It
invites you in with its wonderful aro-
mas and wares. There are as many
twists and turns as there are different
shops and cafés to discover. It is like
walking through a bazaar that has not
been changed by time.

IS A TRIP TO ISRAEL WORTH IT?
Reading an article about Israel can

never show you what it is really like. It
is the kind of place that youmust go to
and experience personally. Rarely will
a person go to Israel and come home
unchanged and unaffected. It changes
us all. A pastor friend of mine was of-
fered a free trip to Israel. He was skep-
tical and reluctant to accept; he had
never been out of the country. Yet he
decided to go. Not only did he fall in
love with the country and its people,
but he also had a life-changing expe-
rience. When he returned home, his
preaching was more powerful, and his
understanding of biblical lands and
customs intensified. A year later, this
same pastor led his own group to Is-
rael.
Israel is an ancient place with a feel-

ing of home. Despite the political and
cultural conflicts, this land endures
and pushes forward but never leaves
its history isolated in the past.
In the words of David, “If I forget

thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning. If I do not remem-
ber thee, let my tongue cleave to the
roof of my mouth” (Ps. 137:5-6). �



56

TO know Ms. Janette Greene, age
sixty-four, is to know about her

conversion testimony. She gives it on
many occasions. “I love the Lord,” she
says, “because He turned my life
around and gave me a new start.”
In giving more detail about this,

Janette tells how she had an “on-and-
off” relationship with Jesus. Then
something definite did happen for
Janette. “I decided to stop playing
church and be real,” she says. “That is,
I finally knew that God wanted to use
me in His kingdom, so I gave my life to
Jesus completely.”
Janette adds that this decision also

made her more aware of setting a
Christian example for her daughter
and her two grandsons.
Although she herself did not grow up

in aChristian home, Janette applies cer-
tain Christian-based principles that her
mother, Julia, instilled in her, such as
working hard and always doing the best
she can. A Scripture verse she refers to
now is Colossians 3:23: “And whatso-
ever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men.”
Janette followed this principle in her

job doing janitorial work at a local ele-
mentary school before she retired two
years ago. “I always used my opportu-
nities to encourage the students there. I
told them to study hard and make good
grades andstayout of trouble; andmost
of all, they should be the boys and girls
God wants them to be.”
Another example of how Janette ap-

plied the principle of hard work and do-
ing her best is getting her GED (General
Equivalency Diploma). She achieved

thisgoal in2001andstill regularly thanks
her church family for prayers during that
time. She especially thanks her fellow
churchmember and teacherMrs. Eloise
Moore, who, having worked with the
GED program for thirty-two years, gave
“expert” help.
There are also those fellow church

members from whom Janette has re-
ceived help in rearing her daughter,
Lonnie. It has not been easy being a
single mother to her daughter over the
years, Janette admits, but being a
Christian makes a difference.
Janette uses her Christian spirit in

helping some of the elderly and shut-
in members of her church as well. She
sometimes takes home-cookedmeals
to them or does their food shopping.
“It’s all a part of the difference it makes
having . . . Jesus in my life,” Janette
says.
Other differences include regular

Sunday school attendance and
Wednesday night prayer meetings.
One of Ms. Greene’s favorite songs,

which she often leads at prayer meet-
ing, is “There’s a Storm Out on the
Ocean” (Brown). She attests to the
fact that when one does not have Je-
sus as Lord and Saviour, there is al-
ways a storm brewing. “However,
since I do have Jesus in my life,”
Janette adds, “I’ve learned to cry out
to Him for help during my storms.”
Janette has cried out to Jesus for

help many times during the stormy re-
lationship with her daughter, Lonnie.
“And it’s still not perfect, of course,”
Janette acknowledges. “But Lonnie
and her husband are both striving to
be a part of God’s family, as God
would have them be.”
For Lonnie and her husband, this in-

cludes attending church more often
and bringing their two sons to Sunday
school.
Janette is equally pleased about the

effort her only sibling, James, makes
to attend Sunday school and church,
even though he has a slight physical
disability and suffers memory loss.
As the assistant Sunday school su-

perintendent, Janette is continually re-
cruiting students. “You get the funda-
mentals of Christian life in Sunday
school,” she says. “And that’s why I’m
so thankful my grandchildren enjoy
coming.” Likewise, Janette expresses

thanks for the AWANA program her
youngest grandson, Da�Von, attends.
It is obvious, however, that Janette is

most thankful for the fact that both
grandsons—David, age fourteen, and
Da�Von, age nine—have trusted in Je-
sus as Saviour and have been baptized.
Janette thanks her church family for

all they have done as well. “They’ve al-
ways been there for me, through it all.”
One specific example includes when

Janette had knee replacement surgery
onbothknees. “I know theprayersofmy
church family helped me recover as
quickly as I did,” she says. “They also
helped me stay strong in faith that I
would recover without complications.”
In further describing what her life

was like before her conversion,
Janette says, “I wanted the approval
of other people, so I did things I
shouldn’t have done to get it. I’m not
proud of it. But now that I’ve given my
life to Christ, I also know I’m forgiven.”
As her testimony is no secret, it is no

secret, either, that many people knew
Janette during the days prior to her
conversion. They knew the kind of life
she lived.
“Of course, some people don’t get

that second chance,” she says. “Or
they don’t take it. Yet I’m thankful I did.
God turnedmy life around, and He can
do the same for anyone else. And I’m
praying that they do. Besides, I know
somebody prayed for me while I was
out in the world.”
Janette reiterates God’s power in

her life through Psalm 119:33-40. She
has committed verse 40 to memory.
“Behold, I have longed after thy pre-
cepts: quicken me in thy righteous-
ness.” With daily Bible reading in gen-
eral and meditating on this verse in
particular, Janette is holding on to a
sure foundation.
“God is always faithful, and I know

how faithful He has been to me. With-
out Him, where would I be?”
“I’d be lost,” she answers herself,

“and living as someonewithout hope.”
Janette sums up her conversion

testimony with the words of song-
writer Carl Stuart Hamblen’s song “It is
no secret what God can do. /What
He’s done for others, He’ll do for you.
/With arms wide open, He’ll pardon
you! / It is no secret what God can
do.” �

It Is No Secret
BY JIMMIE OLIVER FLEMING

Janette C. Greene
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lives. Both praise and thanksgiving
take our minds off our own circum-
stances and help us focus on God.
Remember the body of Christ (John

13:34-35). Because of our relationship
with Jesus, we are members of His
body (I Cor. 12:12-13) and therefore in-
terconnected—“And whether one
member suffer, all the members suffer
with it” (vs. 26). It is God’s intention
that we give and receive help (Jas.
2:15-16) and encouragement from
each other (Heb. 10:24-25; cf. II Cor.
1:3-4).
Is it really possible to stop being

absorbed by our worries and trust
God? Consider Dick and Elizabeth
Peterson. Since Elizabeth’s 1995 di-
agnosis of multiple sclerosis at age
fifty, this couple has faced many
challenges, including adjusting to
physical problems that increasingly
reduce her independence, downsiz-
ing to a smaller home, and Dick’s
early retirement to become his wife’s
full-time caregiver.
When asked how they have dealt

with these difficulties and changes,
Dick said, “Psalm 121 . . . Our help
comes from the Lord—through His
people, in our church. They are His
body” (Murphree, “Heroes at
Home,” AFA Journal , February
2012).
Whenever Dick and Elizabeth think

long-term, the possibilities almost
overwhelm them. Dick’s solution?
“Reality tells me that the same God
who just tripped the switch to fill my
lungs with air has our future well under
control” (Murphree).
We focus on our problems instead

of trusting God because subcon-
sciously we are convinced that we
must come up with the solutions our-
selves. At the same time, recognizing
our inadequacies makes our circum-
stances seem that much more over-
whelming.
Obviously, wewill have difficulties of

one kind or intensity (John 16:33). It is
just as clear that when Jesus said, “Let
not your heart be troubled” (14:27), He
meant that we can choose not to ob-
sess over our problems and to trust in
God. �

Harbinger Publications).
Worry attitudes are not just physi-

cally and emotionally harmful; they
can also be a hindrance to our serving
the Lord. For instance, God might im-
press on us the need to witness to a
friend, family member, or coworker
who has a humanistic outlook. But we
fret about possible rejection and an
impaired relationship, so we “go along
to get along.”
Our church may ask us to head a

committee or teach a class, but we
are anxious about our ability to lead
or to hold people’s attention with our
lessons. We worry that we will not
have answers for every problem or
question, so we decline the invita-
tion.
We may have an opportunity to

serve God overseas. But we stress
over health and economic issues or
about family we must leave behind, so
we turn down this opportunity to be a
part of God’s kingdom building.
Scripture, however, encourages us

to defeat worry’s deleterious effects
by changing our focus from our prob-
lems to our knowledge of and rela-
tionship with God.
Remember who God is (Job 34:21).

He is all-knowing. Nothing that hap-
pens is a surprise to Him. He is all-
powerful. Nothing is too hard for Him
(Jer. 32:27; Luke 1:37). Think back
over God’s innumerable mighty acts
recorded in the Bible. Make a list of all
God has done for you in the past, and
remember that He is “able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think” (Eph. 3:20).
Remember how much God loves

you (Ps. 147:3; Isa. 66:13; John 3:16;
I Pet. 5:7). Nothing that happens can
separate us from that love (Rom. 8:35-
39). Whatever does happen God will
use to transform us into His Son’s like-
ness (vss. 28-29).
Remember to thank and praise God

for who He is and what He has done
(Pss. 28:7; 150:1-2; Phil. 4:6-8). God
inhabits the praises of His people (Ps.
22:3). Praising God inevitably leads to
thanksgiving because as we become
closer to Him, He opens our eyes to
what He has done and is doing in our

IN Scripture, worrying is tantamountto distrusting God. Recall, for ex-
ample, the Israelites’ anxiety at the
prospect of battling the nations in the
land God had promised them (Num.
14:1-4, 11). They distrusted God’s
ability to defeat their enemies even
though He had delivered them from
Pharaoh’s army without any effort on
their part (Exod. 14:5-31).
In spite of centuries of God’s in-

tervention, His people continued to
worry. First-century Jews apparently
fretted over being able to feed and
clothe themselves. Jesus advised
them not to worry, but to trust God
to provide (Matt. 6:25-33). He point-
ed out that worry does no good (vs.
27).
In fact, anxiety has many detrimen-

tal effects. We can worry to the point
of causing emotional and physical
harm to ourselves through stress, in-
somnia, stomach pain, headaches,
poor concentration, irritability, and
even psychological disorders. Any
one of these conditions can interfere
with our work, our relationships, and
our lives in general.
As Dr. Frank Lawlis wrote in his book

Retraining the Brain (Plume), “The
anxiety patterns of the brain can be as
debilitating to your quality of life as a
hole in your brain, creating obstacles
to effective, rational thinking, and seri-
ously diminishing your ability to ac-
cess joyfulness.”
In other words, when worry controls

our thinking, we frequently make un-
wise decisions and add to our misery.
According to Lawlis, “the most com-
mon response” to anxiety is engaging
in such unhealthy behaviors as “eating
comfort foods, smoking, drinking ex-
cess alcohol, and becoming physical-
ly inactive.” As we know, each of these
choices has serious ramifications of its
own.
Moreover, Dr. Edmund J. Bourne

states that we can talk ourselves into
much of our anxiety “by anticipating
the worst (what-if thinking), putting
[ourselves] down (self-critical think-
ing), and pushing [ourselves] to meet
unreasonable demands and expecta-
tions (perfectionist thinking)” (The
Anxiety and Phobia Workbook, New

Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled
BY LORELEI GARRETT
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MY hobby started in a moment of
inspirationwhile I was in college.

A friend of mine was studying and
wearing a beautiful shawl that she told
me she had knit. I suddenly had vi-
sions of me knitting beautiful things. I
could knit shawls, sweaters, scarves,
and hats in many colors and various
textures. I bought a book on knitting
and taught myself to knit.
In a few years, knitting came in very

handy as I, a financially struggling
young wife and mother, could make
sweaters, blankets, and hats for my
baby. I also made many gifts for baby
showers and Christmas. I was blessed
to get a job in a dry goods store with a
large yarn department, and I was able
to buy yarn at a good discount. Be-
tween sewing (I got a great discount
on fabric as well) and knitting, I was
able to make almost all the clothes for
my family and gifts for others. This was
a true gift from God, because times
were tough for us!

HELLO, HOARDING!
Regrettably, part of the reason times

were so tough for us was that I went
through a time of obsession—or as it
is now called, hoarding. I could not
stop seeing possibilities for every
skein of yarn that came into the store.
Before I knew it, I was stacking boxes
of yarn in closets and under our beds.
Dozens of unfinished projects were
stored away as new inspiration
bloomed. Every project required a new
pattern or pattern book and other sup-
plies. In the next few years we moved
four times, and every box and good in-
tention went with us.
Keeping up with a new career and

family schedules put my days of knit-
ting behindme. Occasionally on a cold
winter evening, to relax and unwind I
would work on a fun knitting project;
but I never used my reserves of yarn,
which were still stored in closets and
in the basement. Each new project
meant buying more yarn. Either I
“needed” the newest, trendiest color,
or it was just too hard to search
through all the boxes for what I want-
ed. One evening before I picked upmy
latest project, I read an article about

how some of the readers of the mag-
azine were making sweaters for min-
istry projects.
The parable in Luke 12:16-21

popped into my mind and would not
leave. It is the parable of the wealthy
man who had a good crop one season
and did not know where to store it. So
he decided to tear down the old barns
and build bigger and better ones. In
particular, verse 20 went around and
around inmy head: “But God said unto
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee: then whose shall
those things be, which thou hast pro-
vided?” That verse kept playing in my
mind for the next few weeks for two
reasons. First, what if my life really was
required of me that night, and my hus-
band figured out just how much mon-
ey I had spent on yarn, fabric, and pat-
terns? Second, there were so many
needs and ways I could use the yarn
to help others. Before I had finished
my fun knitting project, I was starting
a sweater for a ministry project.
I made several sweaters from a pat-

tern they sent me by request. Oddly, I
never sent even one sweater to that
ministry. I do not know why, but I just
stored them. I showed them to a friend
of mine a few years later. She is a sec-
retary at our elementary school, and
she said the school counselor could
use them. These days so many kids
are dressing themselves for school,
and often they wear their favorite
clothes—which may not be appropri-
ate for the winter weather. The coun-
selor said she would be glad to have
sweaters to hand out to those children
who were too cold to concentrate.
At Christmastime, our church col-

lects hats, scarves, mittens, and
gloves for our elementary school
counselor to give out to needy children
as well. I made several that year.

HOW TO MAKE HOARDING
“HALLOWED”
One day I prayed, “God, please

show me how I can use all my yarn in
ways that will glorify You.” In a matter
of weeks, I heard about a ministry to
unwed mothers who chose to give life
to their babies rather than abort them

and still continue their education. Chil-
dren and babies need socks and mit-
tens. At the store I ran into a friend of
mine I had not seen in a long time. She
told me about her ministry and their
outreach to an orphanage in Guate-
mala. Even though the temperatures
would not seem cold to us in the north,
the little children and babies living
there feel very cold when the temper-
ature drops into the forties. They could
use sweaters and socks for the or-
phans. She told me that there are gov-
ernment inspections there. If the chil-
dren are cold, the government will shut
the orphanage down. A ministry in a
nearby town shelters women and chil-
dren who have had to leave an abusive
situation with just the clothes on their
backs.
The need that came to my attention

was actually overwhelming. And that
did not even include hats for cancer
victims and premature babies.
After my husband died, I sank into

grief and depression. Because of grief,
things were surreal for the first few
months. In the third month after my
husband died, I started actually hear-
ing the prayer requests at my church.
I realized I was needed as a prayer
warrior, and I was needed to knit.
James 1:27 reminded me that “pure
religion and undefiled before God and
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction, and to
keep himself unspotted from the
world.” Suddenly I had purpose and
drive again. I could be a widow minis-
tering to the fatherless.
These days, I have more knitting

than I can keep up with, but now I
know I am in the will of God for my life.
As James 2:15-16 reminds us, “If a
brother or sister be naked, and desti-
tute of daily food, and one of you say
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye
give them not those things which are
needful to the body; what doth it prof-
it?” I feel blessed to be in a position to
do what I love and help others. I may
not know the ones I knit for, but God
does. And I pray as I knit for each
one. �

Inspired to Give
BY SHERRY LEEDY
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their teachers. Most teachers did
not have a computer in their
classroom. Now it is common-
place for those in kindergarten to
use computers as part of the
learning process.

• They believe that social network-
ing is not evil but is a means to of-
fer self-expression and input into
their friends’ lives concerning
school or family. As instructors,
we must find ways to incorporate
this new tool into the classroom.

• They find the rote methodology of
teaching to be boring and unnec-
essary.

• They are experimenting withmore
mature relationships and are in-
terested in coeducational activi-
ties.

• They desire adult leadership roles
and autonomy in planning. They
want to show they are mature
enough to take charge.

• They want adults to assume a
chiefly supportive role in their ed-
ucation. Adults can give advice,
but the students want to resolve
problems on their own.

• They have little if any desire to
read or work through a lesson
found in a textbook. They imme-
diately desire to begin working on
an assignment.

• They need opportunities for self-
expression regardless of whether
they are working in a group or in-
dividually.

Keeping the above characteristics
in mind, high school teachers need to
be aware of students’ self-perceptions
and offer them an atmosphere of safe-
ty in which they can share their views
without fear of being laughed at or put
down by other students.
Teachers also should realize that all

students do not learn the same way.
There are visual learners, audio learn-
ers, and those who learn best by do-
ing. An adequate lesson (in Sunday
school or the classroom) will address
various learning styles to ensure that
each student has an opportunity to
learn. �

future plans
• turn their attention to attaining
their high school diploma

• strive diligently to address post-
secondary education entrance re-
quirements. This can be a source
of frustration for students who do
not have clear goals in mind. It
can also mean that students may
become supersensitive in achiev-
ing high marks to qualify for fund-
ing assistance and acceptance
into programs of their choice

• are faced with diploma examina-
tions in their core courses, which
account for 50 percent of their fi-
nal grades

• are excited yet unsettled about
graduation ceremonies, which
sets the stage for a potentially
stressful final year in high school

A progression is easily noted from
the freshman to senior grade levels.
Maturity increases naturally, and both
junior and senior students begin to
think more about the future and what
it holds for them. However, regardless
of the maturity aspect of the upper
grades, these high school students all
share the following traits:
• They strive to understand the pur-
pose and relevance of instruc-
tional activities developed by their
teacher. They want to know why
assignments are necessary, why
they are important, and how they
can use them.

• They are surrounded by self-im-
posed cognitive barriers due to
years of academic failure and lack
self-confidence. From being cho-
sen last in team competition to
constantly called lazy by their par-
ents, their self-confidence can be
shaken.

• They want to establish immediate
and long-term personal goals.
They are thinking of a future when
they will be on their own.What will
they do to make a living?

• They want to assume individual
responsibility for learning and
progress toward goals.

• They are apt to be more techno-
logically advanced than some of

BEFORE we look at the general
characteristics of the high school

student, it might be helpful to ascer-
tain the overall characteristics of each
grade. After doing so, a list of overall
characteristics is presented and simi-
larities are noted. From those like-
nesses, lesson plans can be devel-
oped that will afford all students an
opportunity to learn.
Freshmen and sophomores
• begin to assume many of the re-
sponsibilities associatedwithma-
turity

• take their first part-time job
• embark on their first serious ro-
mantic relationship

• acquire a driver’s license and see
it as a rite of passage to adult-
hood

• maintain a sense of independ-
ence and yet preserve harmony in
their home environment

Juniors
• have developed a degree of se-
curity within their peer group

• have developed a sense of be-
longing in school

• show increasing maturity in deal-
ing with the freedoms and re-
sponsibilities of late adolescence,
romantic relationships, and part-
time jobs

• have a checking and/or savings
account

• have a great deal of energy and a
growing capacity for abstract and
critical thinking

• are prepared to express them-
selves with confidence and to
take creative and intellectual
risks

• may make choices that seem to
teachers and other adults to be
contrary to their best interests

• may be more interested in exter-
nals, especially sports and dating,
than in school

• may, because of increased auton-
omy, express their difficulties
through poor attendance or other
behaviors that place them at risk

Seniors
• are often more focused on their

High School Learning Styles
BY JOHN L. MAY, ED.D.
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ABIBLE teacher will acquire a li-
brary that contains the basic

types of Bible study tools that are
needed for Bible study. This article
will identify those basic books that
should be included in the Bible
teacher’s library and show how to
use them. These are resources that
should be kept very close to the
teacher’s study area, where they can
be reached with ease. One or more
books in each of the following cate-
gories should be included.

BIBLES
A quality study Bible is the most ba-

sic resource. It should contain center-
column references that suggest other
passages to look at, other translations
for words, and other helps. Notes on
the bottom of the pages give addition-
al insights on verses and topics. Each
book of the Bible should have an in-
troduction with information on the au-
thor, the purpose for writing, an out-
line, and key verses and words. There
should be a concordance to help find
verses with significant words. Bible
maps should be included. The Bible I
use and prefer is theKing James Study
Bible (Thomas Nelson), with study
helps prepared by the faculty of Liber-
ty University.
Several translations and even some

paraphrasings of the Bible could be in
the teacher’s library. The parallel text
editions will show four or more trans-
lations on one page. This can be a
good study aid, but I personally al-
ways teach and preach from the King
James Version of the Bible.

COMMENTARIES
A number of one- and two-volume

commentaries are available, including
the Liberty commentary. This was pre-
pared by faculty of Liberty University
and is one of my preferences. Al-

though it is out of print, it can some-
times be found at used bookstores.
Others are The Bible KnowledgeCom-
mentary (prepared by faculty of Dallas
Theological Seminary); Matthew Hen-
ry’s commentary (a classic available in
several lengths); Jamieson, Faussit,
and Brown’s commentary; Eerdman’s
commentary; Harrison and Pfeiffer’s
commentary; and the Wycliffe com-
mentary. I would also include in this
category Dr. HaroldWilmington’s Bible
handbook. This has a good bit of in-
formation on just about every para-
graph in the Bible, plus a section that
treats all the major Bible doctrines. It
is the basic resource for his Bible in-
stitute.
Commentaries are also available for

single books of the Bible, and some
even have multiple volumes on one
Bible book. Sets of commentaries are
available, some on the Old Testament,
some on the New Testament, and
some on the entire Bible. These sets
may contain ten or more volumes.
Care should be taken when purchas-
ing commentaries, as some have con-
servative authors and some have lib-
eral authors. If you purchase
commentaries, select authors whom
you are familiar with and respect, or
ask your pastor for recommendations.
In my Sunday school class recently,
wewere preparing to do a study of Ro-
mans and purchased a good com-
mentary on that book as a gift for our
Sunday school teacher. When doing
Bible book studies, this can be a good
way to build a library.
Commentaries will explain the

meaning of verses in the Bible and
give background information and in-
sights on words in the passage.

BIBLE HANDBOOKS
A number of authors have produced

handbooks with a wealth of Bible in-

formation in them, including Wilming-
ton, Haley, Unger, and Eerdman. Ha-
ley’s Bible handbook is a classic and
my personal preference.
Handbooks will contain basic infor-

mation on every book of the Bible—
generally, more than the introductions
in a study Bible. They contain infor-
mation on geography and usually
some on archaeology.

BIBLE DICTIONARIES
Dictionaries help a lot by providing

information on people, places, and
events found in the Bible. Many are
available, including Hastings, Harper,
Smith, Westminster, Unger, and Zon-
dervan. I prefer Hastings. Even though
it is an older one, it seems to givemore
insights into the Bible itself when ex-
plaining a word.
Bible dictionaries are not like Eng-

lish word dictionaries, which tend to
give short definitions of every word.
Bible dictionaries deal with sub-
jects—people, places, th ings,
events, and such. They contain
overviews of all the Bible books. Dic-
tionaries are excellent sources for in-
formation on people, like Barnabas
or one of the kings of Israel. Infor-
mation on places like cities or re-
gions is also available. Dictionaries
contain helpful articles on groups
l ike the Phar isees, Sadducees,
Herodians, and others. When you
are studying a Scripture passage
that mentions a person or place, a
Bible dictionary is a good thing to
open up for more information.

BIBLE ATLASES
These will provide information on

places and detailed maps of various
time periods. Sources for these in-
clude Westminster, Baker, and Rand
McNally. I personally like Baker’s
Bible Atlas. It is arranged historical-

Christian Education

Bible Study Tools
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brary, the Bible Study Library, and
the Christian Home Library. The
prices for these go from about $150
to just over $300. Their Web sites will
give a lot of information about each
of them. In my opinion, Logos has
the most help and is the easiest to
use. One can start with a less-ex-
pensive program, then upgrade to a
more expensive one and add com-
mentaries later.

ILLUSTRATIONS
If one were preparing a lesson on

John 8:1-11 and the woman caught in
adultery, here is how the tools could
be used.
One could begin by reviewing an

introduction to the Gospel of John in
a study Bible, Bible dictionary, or
commentary. A commentary could
be used to review the passage and
see what comments the author has
about the passage. A number of dif-
ferent translations could be read to
gain different insights into the pas-
sage.
The Mount of Olives is mentioned

in John 8:1, and Baker’s Bible Atlas
has an article about it; several other
references can be found in the index.
The temple is mentioned in verse 2,
and a Bible dictionary will give a lot
of information about it. Scribes and
Pharisees are mentioned in verse 3.
Again, a Bible dictionary will give a
lot of information about them, and a
concordance will locate other refer-
ences where they are mentioned.
Moses is mentioned in verse 5, and
the Bible dictionary will give infor-
mation on him. Stoning is also men-
tioned in verse 5, and a Bible dic-
tionary will give information on the
practice of stoning, including the dif-
ferent crimes that were to be pun-
ished by stoning. Verse 6 uses the
word “tempting,” and this can be
traced in the concordance to other
verses with this word. Other words
that could be looked up in the con-
cordance and Bible dictionary in-
clude “accusers,” “condemn,” “el-
dest,” and others.
If a teacher has these basic tools

close at hand, either in book format or
on computer software, when prepar-
ing to teach a lesson and will use
them, a lot of insights can be found
that add much useful information to a
lesson. I strongly recommend Bible
software, but get the helps in one form
or another. �

tion like a printed concordance—just
faster. Most will also function like a
topical Bible; one can type in a word,
and the program will search for words
with similar meanings and give them
and the Bible references. This will be
more extensive than the first search
since it searches the topic and not just
the actual word.
Bible commentaries are a part of

most Bible software programs, and
this is one of the biggest differences
in price. The more expensive a pro-
gram is, the more commentaries it
will contain. The program will quick-
ly locate and display the notes for a
particular group of verses in a com-
mentary.
Other features include many differ-

ent translations of the Bible for com-
parison, Bible dictionaries, Bible ency-
clopedias, Bible maps, harmonies of
books like the Gospels, and other
study aids. The translations can be set
up with two or more in a parallel text
for an easy comparison of the different
translations.
Two of the really great features of

Bible study software are the speed of
the program in finding information and
the way so much is tied together.
While reading a Bible verse or a com-
ment about a verse, you can click on a
word and go immediately to a Bible
dictionary definition of the word, or to
a map for the location and time peri-
od, or to other verses that have that
word.
If a teacher gives consideration to

purchasing a Bible software program,
I would recommend talking to the pas-
tor for his recommendation. A Chris-
tian bookstore clerk might be able to
offer some good advice, but I would
also recommend going to the Web
sites of different companies. I have in-
cluded their web addresses.
• Logos Bible—www.logos.com
• BibleWorks—www.bibleworks

.com
• QuickVerse—www.quickverse

.com
• BibleExplorer—www.wordsear

chbible.com
• PC Study Bible—www.biblesoft

.com
• eBible Software—www.thomas

nelson.com
My personal recommendation is

Logos Bible Software. The three rea-
sonably priced packages I would
suggest, in my order of recommen-
dation, would be the Leader’s Li-

ly from Genesis to Revelation and
contains not only maps for each time
period but also a good bit of cultur-
al information.

CONCORDANCES
A concordance locates every Bible

reference in which a particular word is
used. The three basic ones available
are Cruden’s, Young’s analytical, and
Strong’s exhaustive. Many people
prefer Young’s analytical because it
shows the different Hebrew and Greek
words that are used for English trans-
lations. Strong’s and Cruden’s are
easier to use, as they just list all the
verses that contain the English word
and the sequence in the Bible the
verses are from.
Concordances are useful if you

want to do a word study and find
every reference to a word, or if you
know some of the words in a verse but
do not knowwhere it is found. You can
look up the source in the concor-
dance.

HISTORY, CULTURE, AND
ARCHAEOLOGY
These books will provide back-

ground information on Bible times.
Basic books in this category include
Hester’s Heart of Hebrew History;
Bouquet’s Everyday Life in New Tes-
tament Times; Heaton’s Everyday
Life in Old Testament Times; and
Wright’s Manners and Customs of
Bible Times.
Life in Bible times was a lot different

from life today, and these books will
give information on what it was like to
live back then.

BIBLE STUDY SOFTWARE
A lot of different Bible study soft-

ware programs are available. Many of
these include all the types of Bible
study tools discussed above.
Some of these are free. Those to

purchase will cost from less than $100
to over $1,000. All will have the same
basic features, while the more expen-
sive versions will have more features
and especially more Bible reference
books and commentaries as a part of
the software.
Bible study software will reduce the

time of lesson preparation very signif-
icantly. The basic features will include
a search feature. The user can type in
a Scripture passage, and the passage
will immediately come up. Type a word
in a verse, and the software will func-
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THERE is a tendency among many
churches to spend little time in the

Old Testament. As a result of this neg-
lect, modern Christians have often
been crippled in their understanding of
the nature of God, the role of Israel in
God’s plan, and the background for
understanding the need for the atone-
ment of Christ in its proper spiritual
context. The death of Christ must be
understood from the perspective of
the Old Testament sacrificial system.
An improper understanding of the

dynamics of theOld Testament has led
to a failure to properly understand the
New Testament as well. A misunder-
standing of the proper and continuing
place of Israel in the plan of God has
led to some serious errors in the mod-
ern church. In addition, some people
have lost sight of the fact that Jesus
was the Jewish Messiah. There are
even those who view the God of the
Old Testament as being a cruel, de-
manding, even vindictive God, differ-
ent from the loving God of the New
Testament. Such views are due to
poor theology and poor exegesis.
I once had a disturbing conversation

with a senior pastor of a large denom-
inational church who bragged about
graduating from a major seminary
without having completed a single
class in the Old Testament. He took
pride in having “escaped” the Old Tes-
tament. At the time, I was attending
another major seminary as an Old Tes-
tament major.
While this admission was tragic for

the pastor, it means that as long as
he was the pastor, the members of
his large church would never hear a
meaningful and accurate message
from the Old Testament. It also indi-
cated that the pastor did not accu-
rately understand the New Testa-
ment, which depends on the
theology and background of the Old
Testament.
Blessedly, there are conscientious

pastors who want to accurately un-
derstand and present the entire Bible,
knowing that this is necessary for a
healthy Christian church. In spite of
these good intentions, sometimes im-

portant passages present a unique
challenge even for the dedicated and
conscientious pastor. For example,
the book of Leviticus is normally by-
passed; yet it is critical for under-
standing the holiness of God, the sin-
fulness and separation of the sinner,
and the sinner’s need for a substitu-
tionary atonement by means of a
blood sacrifice.
How can the pastor present those

passages that church members often
intentionally avoid or speed through,
as well as bring proper excitement to
passages that are technical and diffi-
cult?
There are several ways in which the

conscientious pastor may approach
the Old Testament in his pulpit and
teaching ministry that will enhance his
church’s understanding and apprecia-
tion. I would like to suggest a few that
might help your own ministry as you
seek appropriate ways to make the
Old Testament vivid in the minds and
hearts of your people.

PROPER EXEGESIS
The first step in every passage is

the exegetical preparation. The pas-
sage must be properly understood
and interpreted. The best approach
is the inductive study method. This
method uses the Bible as its primary
source. What do I see? What does it
mean? What do I do? Once the pas-
sage is correctly understood, the ap-
propriate way to present it can be
determined. A variety of approaches
may be applied as long as the accu-
rate meaning of the passage is main-
tained.

LEPROSY AND DRAMA?
Drama, reenactments, and strong

visuals have proved to be very effec-
tive in helping to explain passages
that might otherwise be difficult to
present.
When was the last time you gave a

lesson on the leprosy passages in
Leviticus 13 and 14? It is more than
likely that this has not been on your
most important topic list! This can be
a difficult passage to properly deal

with while keeping the interest of the
people, for it deals with specific prob-
lems and rituals that do not seem to
apply to the church. Many Christians
do not view the passage as relevant.
However, it does provide important
and helpful background information
for understanding the holiness of God.
It also gives significant insight and
depth to Jesus’ miracles of healing the
lepers.
Years ago I combined the leprosy

passages in Leviticuswith the account
of Jesus’ healing of the ten lepers in
Luke 17:12-19. The end result was a
monologue of one of the lepers ex-
plaining things from his perspective. I
created replicas of the elements need-
ed for the temple rituals as visual aids,
dressed appropriately in a costume,
and presented the monologue as my
morning sermon. The message took
more time to prepare than usual, but
the end result was well worth it as the
listeners were able to grasp the dy-
namics and significance of this mira-
cle.

ESTHER IN FORTY MINUTES?
Have you ever tried to preach

through the entire book of Esther in the
space of one sermon—without going
into overtime? With careful planning it
can be done by breaking the book
down into its main characters and in-
corporating a popular modern Jewish
approach to the book.
The first step is to read and under-

stand the book as a whole, grasping
its principle message. Next, create an
outline of the book, and summarize it
in a brief paragraph. Gain a proper un-
derstanding of the individual charac-
ters and how they interact with each
other. Understand the irony involved in
the events. Finally, write the story in
your own words.
As you present the book, accurate-

ly retell the events in your own words
within a forty-minute time frame. This
will take some practice. Involve your
listeners by using two handheld signs:
one for Mordecai and one for Haman.
Mordecai’s sign should call for the
people to cheer. Haman’s sign should

The Pastor’s Study
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message and was interacting with
the prophecy in an attempt to un-
derstand its meaning.
Some people may question the

role of drama in the church. If it is
done well and with reverence, it can
be a very effective way to present a
message. It provides visual impact,
personal interaction with the biblical
text, and a general, overall impres-
sion that can have a strong impact
on the congregation.
I do try to limit the use of drama both

to avoid overuse and because actual
teaching and preaching should be pri-
mary in ministry.
As a final illustration, our church cre-

ated a great way to present a Vacation
Bible School. Instead of buying the
VBS materials from a publisher and
employing the usual weeklong format,
we created the program ourselves
based on the Exodus of Israel from
Egypt.
First, we set up the program at the

home of a family in our church. They
had several acres in the country, in-
cluding a small lake with a dam and
several clearings in wooded areas.
The lessons consisted of the biblical
texts from Exodus covering the ten
plagues, and we carried out the pro-
gram over the course of a single day.
Each of the ten teachers or leaders
was responsible for studying, under-
standing, and teaching his or her
plague passage. Each student was
given a cloth drawstring bag for carry-
ing the souvenirs given at each plague
location, such as rubber frogs, in-
sects, and other items.
In order for Moses and Aaron to be

able to change the water to blood, I
stirred packets of red drink mix into a
gallon of water and at a given signal
poured the red liquid into the lake
overflow pipe. The “blood” traveled
through the pipe and entered the over-
flow pool beside which Moses was
standing. The children watched in
amazement. They enjoyed the VBS
because they were able to reenact an
important biblical event.
The Bible is the Word of God. It is

crucial for our understanding of spiri-
tual truth, and it should also be some-
thing we genuinely enjoy learning in its
entirety. As pastors, it is our privilege,
responsibility, and joy to present it ac-
curately and to helpmake it come alive
for our people. �

some ministries such as Jews for Je-
sus will provide a speaker who will
give a Passover demonstration with
the appropriate explanation. A prop-
er Passover presentation combines
the Old Testament perspective of
Passover and its significance in
Jewish history with its significance
for the death of Christ and the Lord’s
Supper for the church. Again, this
provides a memorable experience
for those participating and gives a
strong visual and exper ient ia l
method for teaching the Old Testa-
ment.

STICKS AND BRANCHES?
The Feast of Tabernacles is also ob-

served as one of the important feasts
of the Jewish calendar. It is a feast of
thanksgiving for God’s care and com-
memorates Israel’s time of living in
temporary structures after leaving
Egypt. It is called the Feast of Ingath-
ering in Exodus 23:16 because it also
celebrates the ingathering of the fall
harvests. It is the background to John
7 through 9, which would make it an
appropriate setting for dealing with
that passage. The feast was and still is
celebrated by constructing booths or
shelters from branches. By studying
about the Feast of Tabernacles and
preparing a booth near the pulpit, a
pastor can combine the Old Testa-
ment with the New and present John
7 through 9 with a strong visual aid.

ISAIAH 53 FOR A SUNRISE
SERVICE?
Several years ago I began what has

become an expected practice for our
annual sunrise service on Resurrec-
tion Sunday. People in our church still
make comments about presentations
that were given years ago. Each year I
decorate the pulpit area in keeping
with the biblical record. This could be
the empty tomb or the upper room or
whatever is appropriate. No one is al-
lowed to see the scene until Sunday
morning.
As the sunrise service begins, af-

ter brief congregational singing, the
curtains open, and I present a dra-
matic monologue featuring different
characters from the resurrection ac-
counts. This year I assumed the role
of the Prophet Isaiah and examined
Isaiah 53, with its message of the
death, burial, and resurrection of the
Messiah. I took the position that Isa-
iah had just received God’s inspired

contain a phrase such as “boo” or
“hiss.”
Introduce your message by ex-

plaining that Mordecai is the good
guy and Haman is the bad guy.
Whenever you speak about Morde-
cai, hold up his sign. The people
should respond with joyful shouts
and cheers. Whenever you speak of
Haman, hold up his sign, and en-
courage the people to hiss or boo. If
done properly, everyone will have a
blast, and you will have succeeded
in giving a cohesive overview of the
entire book that your congregation
will remember for a long time.

GOATS IN CHURCH?
How about inviting two goats to

church? Literally. Steve and Deirdre, a
couple in our church, raise and sell
goats. One autumn Sunday morning,
in keeping with the Jewish calendar,
our worship service covered the Day
of Atonement from Leviticus 16. As I
explained the significance of the Day
of Atonement, Steve explained and
reenacted the ceremony and proce-
dure of the two goats (one that was
sacrificed and the scapegoat that was
released). He did so with the aid of two
of his young goats of the appropriate
age. To demonstrate the sacrifice, he
used a prop—a plastic knife that gives
the illusion of bloodletting when held
at an angle. The innocent demonstra-
tion was so realistic that some of our
church members gasped in concern
that the goat was really going to be
slaughtered.
Again, this was one morning that

has often been recalled in conversa-
tions among members. When the
service was over, they had a clear pic-
ture in their minds of the significance
of the Day of Atonement and how it
pointed to the death of Christ.

PASSOVER IN CHURCH?
One practice that has gained pop-

ularity thanks to the modern Mes-
sianic movement is the observance
of Passover within the church. When
this is used properly as a teaching
tool, it can be very rewarding and in-
structive. We repeat the observance
every other year, allowing about two
hours on the evening of Palm Sun-
day. There are many good resources
available, such as those from Jews
for Jesus and material written by
Arnold Fruchtenbaum and published
by Ariel Ministries. If you prefer,



What Happened
at Christmastime

BY ALICE AARHUS

For God the world so much did love,
He sent His only Son to earth,
That Christ should leave the glory

above
And become a Babe in humble birth.

’Tis amazing truth that God so
planned,

Yea, from eternity, this gift:
Like shepherds, we in awe thus

stand—
Our praise and song to Him we lift.

This Babe who lived on earth a while
Was God, the Son; the King was He!
Beyond the Infant’s tender smile,
The cross, the blood, the way we see.

Oh, that the world for whom He died
Would worship Him with contrite

heart;
That only Christ, none else beside,
His joyous Christmas peace im-

part! �


