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with the Lord. Do not choose the bigger and the better for
the best. Jesus said ofMary, “Mary hath chosen that good
part” (Luke 10:42).The challenge comes to the believer to
put aside worldly pursuits that hinder him in his devotion
to the Lord. Obedience always brings blessings.
January 27, 2013—Read Philippians 3:14. The Scrip-

tures admonish the believer to occupy his time with striv-
ing for “the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Je-
sus.” The prize refers to the rewards at the judgment seat
of Christ (cf. II Cor. 5:10). God is faithful and will reward
all who have surrendered everything to follow the Lord.
February 3, 2013—Read Colossians 1:19.God has re-

vealed Himself through Christ (cf. Heb. 1:2). It was nec-
essary for Christ to come and reveal God (cf. John 1:18).
God the Father ordained Christ to be “the fulness of the
Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). Wisdom advises the believer
to be faithful in all things.
Christ revealed God in what He did, in what He said,

and in His mighty miracles of healing the blind and caus-
ing the crippled to leap with joy, as well as blessing the
multitudes who came to see and hear Him.
February 10, 2013—Read Colossians 2:10. There

were Gnostics in Colosse who denied the deity of Christ.
The Gnostics believed Christ was an aeon, less than
God. The Gnostics were much like liberals today who
deny Christ is God’s Son, possessing fully the divine na-
ture in all its fullness.
The New Testament affirms Christ as having the es-

sential nature of God, for He is God “manifest in the flesh”
(I Tim. 3:16). The believer is complete in Christ. To be in
Christ is to be in the safest place in all the world. The be-
liever is made whole and is totally protected.
February 17, 2013—Read Colossians 3:14. In the out-

working of his faith, the believer will manifest Christian
graces in his testimony for the Lord. The child of God will
put creed into conduct, doctrine into deed, and precept
into practice, being charitable in all things and to all peo-
ple. Charity (love) is the greatest gift in the believer’s at-
taining maturity in his faith. All the virtues of charity are
listed in I Corinthians 13.
February 24, 2013—Read Colossians 4:5. Evangelism

is the lifeline of the church. One way to influence people
for Christ is to present a good testimony before the un-
saved. Evangelism expresses the power of compassion
in seeking the lost for the Lord. To win the lost requires
“wisdom toward them that are without.”
Make special use of your knowledge of the Lord when

dealing with the unsaved. Wisdom is the added touch in
soul-winning. Possessing wisdom will lead to “redeem-
ing the time.” To redeem the time means to buy up op-
portunities in seeking the lost.
I once led a man to Christ just at the right time. The

man was willing and waiting to hear about the Saviour.
He trusted the Lord and was saved. �

December 2, 2012—Read Ephesians 1:5-6. The Lord
Jesus said, “I will build my church” (Matt. 16:18). Christ
Himself is the rock foundation of the church. Each believ-
er is selected, saved, and sealed. The believer is called
from death to deliverance, from ruin to redemption, and
from sin to salvation to become a member of Christ’s
body, the church, by grace (cf. Eph. 2:8-10).
December 9, 2012—Read Ephesians 2:21. God has

designed His plan and purpose for all believers to be one
in Christ. The Lord lives in each believer so that the church
will be unified in Christ. In the Old Testament, God was
present in the tabernacle. In the New Testament, the Lord
dwells in the church, which is called “an holy temple in the
Lord.” Worship would be more meaningful if each believ-
er remembers the Lord in his heart. Worship should invig-
orate the soul in blessing.
December 16, 2012—Read Ephesians 4:4-5. God’s

benedictions are upon the church as believers know and
practice unity of Christ in the church. Unity is expressed
in the words “one body, and one Spirit, . . . one hope . . .
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all” (vss.
4-6). The word “baptism” in this context refers to place-
ment of the believer in the body of Christ by the Holy Spir-
it at salvation (cf. I Cor. 12:14).
December 23, 2012—Read Ephesians 5:1. To follow

the Lord means to give Him first place in your heart. The
word “follower” means to imitate God. It is addressed to
believers, not the unsaved. In walking with the Lord, the
believer walks in faithfulness, obedience, and yieldedness
(cf. Rom. 6:13).
December 30, 2012—Read Ephesians 5:21. The Lord

is for the family as it is the oldest institution for man. Treat-
ing one another with love and respect is blessed. “The fear
of God” should prompt us to submit to one another. May
our relationships with others be characterized by biblical
submission rather than by selfishness and stubbornness.
January 6, 2013—Read Philippians 1:18. Christ is the

hope for all who are outside the ark of safety. Religions of
the world cannot give peace in the heart. Believers have
a mandate from the Lord to witness and win souls to
Christ from a dying world, for salvation is in Christ alone.
He is the only way to the Father’s house (cf. John 14:6).
January 13, 2013—Read Philippians 2:5. The mind of

Christ is faithful, holy, obedient, and serving (cf. Mark
10:45). The Father was well pleased in the Son (Matt.
3:17). The child of God is a new creation in Christ at the
moment of salvation. The believer is commanded to re-
flect the mind of Christ in faith, holiness, obedience, and
service. While we are not saved by good works, good
works do follow salvation as day follows night.
January 20, 2013—Read Philippians 3:7.Attachment to

this world’s system will hinder the believer in his daily walk
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AS I sit at my computer just months after being elected president of this ministry (July 30, 2010), I am amazed
at the faithfulness of God! When I came to the Gospel Worker Society in the fall of 1953, little did I know that

I’d see the day when there would be only four Gospel Workers, out of several hundred, still living.
I was always certain that I would never be a leader of any kind; however, God had other plans for me. At times

I feel overwhelmed to think that God has chosen me. The book of Jeremiah describes some of my feelings very
well (cf. chap. 1). In spite of Jeremiah’s uncertainty, God used him mightily, and I pray that He will use me also.
Moses felt unfit for the job God had called him to, but God used him to lead the children of Israel (cf. Exod. 3).
God’s timing also has really amazed me. After I retired from work at Union Gospel Press, I started going to my

elderly friends’ home each day to help out wherever I could. My friends got sicker and more helpless, so they had
to go into an assisted living facility. Around the same time, our former president resigned. The Trustee Board then
elected me president. This was the start of a new way of life for me, which included going back to working eight
hours a day, making decisions, and seeing that the work got done on time.
But I know that “with God nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37).
Even before I was elected president, the Lord was working in the life of a pastor friend of mine. After pastoring

a church for fifteen years, he saw the need to move on. When we revealed our need for a person to head up the
work in the Union Gospel Press building, he prayed about it and was certain that this is where God wanted him.
After much prayer on the part of the Trustee Board and after reviewing several more resumes, the Board de-

cided that Pastor David Rowland was God’s choice for the position of Director of Operations for Union Gospel
Press. This is what was lacking, a strong leader to guide the employees and help with all the problems associat-
ed with the publishing here.
The ministry at Union Gospel Press has gone through many trials and disappointments from the time God di-

rected Rev. W. B. Musselman to begin the printing business. This special issue will give you an idea of how God
has helped us through it all! Much research has been done in order to give you this special Memorial Issue. It is
my hope that you will be encouraged by reading about God’s faithfulness to this ministry that started out with so
few and has been going on for over one hundred years!
Now we are few again. It is our responsibility to be good stewards of our time and money, and in doing so,

God has sent many blessings our way.
The future of Union Gospel Press lies in God’s hands! We will do our best to keep this ministry going until our

Lord calls us home. �
—Grace M. Todd,

President and Editor in Chief

From the Editor’s Desk
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When he finally married a thrifty
farmer’s daughter, they together set
themselves to building a comfortable
“nest” with not too much concern
about what became of the world
around them.
That plan, however, did not prove to

be God’s plan for their lives; so, in or-
der that God’s plan should materialize,
there suddenly came an illness upon
Mr. Musselman that unfitted him for
making a living. Prayers were offered
for his recovery, and he was entirely
healed from his malady. He started

Mr. Musselman was an iron molder
by trade, with prospects of making a
name for himself in his craft. His high
school days under an infidel teacher
brought him dangerously near to infi-
delity; but once he took his stand for
Christ, he turned away radically from
infidelity to faith. For some years he
was not too active in his Christian pro-
fession, though he was a dutiful son;
and even as a mere lad he carried
much of the burden of the home life in
order that his father might be free to
preach the gospel.

REV. WILLIAM BRUNNER MUS-
SELMAN was the oldest son of

Rev. Jonas Musselman of Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, and was born
October 3, 1860. He was one of those
rare souls whom God can use accord-
ing to His will and pleasure. God drew
him off the beaten path of “everybody
does it” and used him to His glory in a
unique way. Such a life, of course, is
seldom duplicated. He has been an in-
spiration to many for the dedicating of
their lives to the Lord, in both public
and private life.

The Founder of the Gospel Worker Society
and Union Gospel Press

(This article has been reprinted from the June 14, 1952 Golden Jubilee issue of the Gospel Herald.)

Rev. W. B. Musselman, the founder of the Gospel Worker Society, and his wife, Mary (née Overholtzer), had ten children. This photograph was taken
in the fall of 1910 and includes the following family members: rear, from left to right, Elvin H., William, Mary Euphie, and Sallie; front, from left to right,
Mary Musselman, W. B. Musselman, Lucy Musselman (the founder’s mother and first Gospel Worker), Paul J. and his wife, Estella, with their two daugh-
ters Evelyn and Lottie.
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back to work but readily discovered
that healing had come for God’s glory,
not his own.
This brought Mr. Musselman to a full

surrender to the will of God with the
conviction that a preacher should live
of the gospel without secular encum-
brances. Starting his ministry in a time
of financial panic, during the 1880s, he
shared the previous products of his lit-
tle farmwith the poor people whowere
receiving his message. Needless to
say, God blessed his efforts in his little
four-day, rough lumber building erect-
ed for the purpose. Among Mr. Mus-
selman’s many converts to the faith of
Jesus Christ were some who later be-
came charter members of the Gospel
Worker Society and who have now
passed on triumphantly into the pres-
ence of the Lord.
Mr. Musselman was of the rugged

type of preachers and was both loved
and hated. A goodly number of the
people that he led to the foot of the
cross were made “mad” before they
became “glad.” His deep compassion
for the lost of earth constrained him to
fearlessly preach the message of sin,
righteousness, and of judgment to
come. His message included repen-
tance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of sins—the new
birth—the assuring promise to believ-
ers of Christ’s keeping power and of
His imminent coming for His saints
(John 3:1-8;10:27-29; 14:1-3; I Thess.
4:15-18; Titus 2:11-13). The burden of
his heart was to get out themessage as
effectually and as speedily as possible.
Mr.Musselman’s training of youngmen
and women for the ministry and mis-
sionary work was strenuous—too
strenuous for some—but was effectual

in starting off some loyal expounders of
the truth and true soul winners.
For a number of years Mr. Mussel-

man was a top leader in the church he
represented. His later interests, how-
ever, centered upon providing and dis-
seminating sound, undenominational
gospel literature. In his late years he
functioned little in public; but there are
ample proofs that he had won the
hearts of many by his upright dealings
in both spiritual and secular contacts.
Mr. Musselman passed into the

presence of the Lord on February 21,
1938 after a strenuous but unassum-
ing life for and with his fellowmen. He
never failed to give all credit for what
was accomplished to the Lord prima-
rily and none to his own business abil-
ity, always acknowledging the sacri-
fice and loyalty of those who worked
with him. �

The Wife of the Founder
(This article has been reprinted from the 1952 Golden Jubilee issue of the Gospel Herald.)

MRS. W. B. MUSSELMAN (née Mary A. Overholtzer) was the
faithful companion of Rev. W. B. Musselman. Though she

was a Christian at the time of her marriage, she had married an
enterprising young iron molder. When the call of the Lord came
to her husband to enter the ministry, there was somewhat of a
struggle in her heart about surrendering her private life to that of
a minister’s public interest. She bravely took her stand with her
husband and stood by to the end of his and her days. Her inter-
est and devotion to the work resting upon her husband’s shoul-
ders increased with the years. Hers was not an easy place and
was one in which many who even had chosen to be such a help-
mate might have flinched.
When the children had grown out of babyhood and could be

temporarily cared for by friends of the family, Mrs. Musselman
donned the uniform of the Society and aided in the house-to-
house visitation work and had charge of a small mission for a
while. She had a clarion clear voice for singing and functioned
for some time in a quartet.
In the great flu epidemic of 1918, when possibly a dozen of

theGospelWorkers were placed in a quarantineward,Mrs.Mus-
selman volunteered her services in the kitchen. She carried the
responsibility of the kitchenwork through, serving tables for pos-
sibly sixty plates for a considerable time. She was a good cook
too!
In later days Mrs. Musselman found considerable delight in

serving in the shipping or mailing department of the Gospel Her-
ald—enclosing the copies in mailing envelopes, folding tracts,
and so forth. In her declining years, she spent considerable time
with some of the children and grandchildren.
Mrs. Musselman survived her husband by about eight years.

Some of her most recent activities before her passing were en-
couraging young folks to be true to the Lord and inducing them
to dedicate their lives for full-time service. � Mrs. Mary A. Musselman



House name was changed to the
Union Gospel Printing Company. In
addition to its ownGospel Herald, they
also printed the Gospel Banner from
1908 through 1916.
The Gospel Herald included lesson

material thatwas basedon theUniform
Lesson Series. By 1905 it was being
sold in Christian bookstores, along
with other material published by the
Union Gospel Printing Company. By
1915 a line of Sunday school material
called the “Christian Life Series” was
being published in Cleveland. This in-
cluded teacher and class quarterlies as
well as Sunday school take-home pa-

nia. That issue was compiled by the
Gospel Workers but was printed by The
Williamsport Sun, a daily newspaper.
Then ReverendMusselman purchased
the equipment needed to print the ma-
terial themselves. The Herald Publish-
ing House was born. It was located at
340 Laurel Street, Williamsport.
There were no employees or out-

siders at the publishing company. The
linotypes, presses, and bindery equip-
ment were all operated by Gospel
Workers. That first year, the Christmas
issue was carried to the post office in
one mailbag. One year later it was tak-
en “in a dray and weighed over half a

ton, besides what was sent by the ex-
press companies” (The Williamsport
Sun, July 2, 1906). By 1906 the mail-
ing of the Easter issue weighed almost
two tons. In 2010, Union Gospel Press
shipped more than 415 tons of mate-
rial to addresses around the world.
The work was expanding so quickly

that it was soon obvious that larger
quarters would be needed. Reverend
Musselman also wanted to relocate to
a more metropolitan area where they
could reach more people. He found
that place in Cleveland, and they
made the move on April 1, 1907. With
the move, the Herald Publishing

AS early as 1895, W. B. Musselman
recognized a problem that still

exists today. The majority of the world
population either does not attend
church or is without access to hearing
the true gospel preached. Therefore, it
is important to reach these people di-
rectly. He believed that using the print-
ed page to reach the unsaved could
spread the Word to more people more
quickly.
In the early days this was done

through colportage work. An article in
the June 17, 1916 issue of the Gospel
Herald stated, “Missionary colportage
is the advance guard of the Gospel

message. The colporter is, indeed, a
traveling preacher . . . the colporter
comes in contact with people in every
walk of life. He distributes his tracts
and volumes in the home.”
First the Gospel Workers distributed

tracts, cards, andBibles that were pur-
chased fromother publishers. Theyalso
sold the Gospel Banner, the official or-
gan of the Mennonite Brethren in Christ
Church. At a meeting in 1902, it was
brought up that the Gospel Worker So-
ciety should have its own paper to dis-
tribute. This was accepted, and in 1903
the first issue of the G.W.S. Herald was
published in Williamsport, Pennsylva-

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and
New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are in-
errant in the original writings, are the Word of God, and
the final authority in faith and conduct.

2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and
all things, eternally existing in three Persons in a three-
fold relationship, that of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incar-
nate, the God-Man.

4. We believe that man was created in the image
of God; that he sinned and thereby incurred not only
physical death but also spiritual death, which is sepa-
ration from God; that Adam’s sin is imputed to the
whole race of mankind; that all human beings are born
with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state
of moral responsibility become sinners before God in
thought, word, and deed.

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for
our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitution-
ary sacrifice, and that all who believe on Him are freely
justified before God and stand before Him accepted in
the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus
Christ, in His ascension into heaven, and that in His
present glorified body He is the Head of the church, the
Lord of the individual believer, the High Priest over the
house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.

7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribu-
lational, and premillennial second coming of Christ; first
to receive His own to Himself, and later to set up His
earthly kingdom and to reign over redeemed Israel and
all nations; that is, to bring peace and blessing to the
whole world.

8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord
Jesus Christ as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spir-
it and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new
nature, and also are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the
body of Christ.

9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of
only those who trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour,
and that only those saved through faith in Christ are
spiritual brothers.

10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the
just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the
saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

The Herald Publishing House
BY DEBORAH SVEC REIFSCHNEIDER

Rev. W. B. Musselman and one of the Gospel Workers in the doorway of the
original Headquarters and printing facility in Williamsport, Pennsylvania
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pers. Beginning in 1910, most of the
lesson material was written by W. S.
Hottel, a leader and pastor in the Penn-
sylvania Conference of the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Church. He later de-
voted his time to the Sunday school
lessons and general missionary work.
His lessons appeared in the Gospel
Herald for over forty years. “Many ap-
preciated his teaching on the Old Tes-
tament tabernacle and its typology in
relation to the New Covenant and the
redeeming work of Jesus Christ”
(Shelly, The Bible Fellowship Church,
BFC Historical Society). Today Union
Gospel Press publishes seventeen les-
son quarterlies, six different titles of
supplemental lesson material, five
take-home papers, two large-print edi-
tions (the Bible Expositor and Illumina-
tor and Adult Bible Class), and, of
course, the Gospel Herald and The
Sunday School Times. This is Union
Gospel Press’s family magazine. All

Union Gospel Press lesson material is
still based on the International Sunday
School Lessons and is graded, mean-
ing each is written for a specific age-
group. Also, only the King James Ver-
sion of the Bible is used in all “Christian
Life Series” publications. They carry
the same solid, true gospel message
that your grandparents, great-grand-
parents, and great-great-grandpar-
ents had confidence in.

The Sunday School Timeswas pub-
lished in Philadelphia and was a con-
temporary of the original G.W.S. Her-
ald. It too carried a dispensational
message and was read by the same
people who read the Gospel Herald.
After 108 years, The Sunday School
Times ceased publication with the
May 27, 1967 issue because of insuf-
ficient income from subscriptions, ad-
vertising, and gifts. Union Gospel
Press offered to purchase The Sunday
School Times, fulfill its subscription

obligations, and continue the name
“The Sunday School Times.”
Subscribers of The Sunday School

Times received both theGospel Herald,
now to be called The Sunday School
Times and Gospel Herald, and theBible
Expositor and Illuminator. The bimonth-
ly familymagazine continueduntil 1983,
at which time it began to be published
quarterly. The title then became the
Gospel Herald and The Sunday School
Times,which is now sent free of charge
to anyone who wishes to receive it.
Colportage is no longer feasible for

a number of reasons, but the Gospel
Worker Society is still reaching out to
the unsaved as they always have,
through seeing that the printed page
carrying the gospel message reaches
their doorstep. TheGospelWorker So-
ciety and Union Gospel Press will con-
tinue thisministry until the Lord returns
or unti l He sees fit to halt their
work. �

These two covers represent over one hundred
years of uninterrupted publishing. Our family maga-
zine, the Gospel Herald and The Sunday School
Times, no longer contains lesson material, but it does
offer a true gospel message to every member of the
family. There also are regular features that address
the needs of pastors and Christian educators, par-
ents, teens, and young children.
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thy tribute which even human words
and pen could give to this obedient,
contented, joyful, faith-full man of
God. No; he would not have this said
regarding himself, but words of men of
all time, and the great, innumerable
company of angels could not give
enough praise to theGod he loved and
truly worshiped!
We go forth with renewed courage,

to feed the thousands of hungry, fam-
ishing souls through the humble
means God has given those who re-
main, remembering that our beloved
brother and leader’s God still lives and
remains!
We covet the prayers of our con-

stituency, that in these perilous days
faith may take deeper root in the fertile
soil, and soon the last lost one may be
garnered in, and we shall all meet with
Christ our Beloved in that “morning
without clouds.” �

—Office Editor.

(Note: All spelling, punctuation, and capital-
ization is per the original.)

that he would not permit his name to
appear in the publications of which he
was founder and publisher. Brother
Musselman entered the ministry at the
age of 22, and has been publisher and
editor about 36 years. His frequent
mention from the pulpit of the
progress and blessing of the Gospel,
as energized and guided by his own
ever-self-sacrificing heart and hands,
was always an encouraging remark
that his coworkers were making the
work possible—never including his
own untiring toil and sacrifice in the
matter.
We say, “A great man has fallen.” He

is now taking his rest—he and “rest”
were at variance, except when he
“rested in the harness.” The work
which Brother Musselman started
stands victorious and Divinely pros-
perous to-day because he saw no
means of the same but faith in God,
untiring self-sacrifice, and no person-
al earthly compensation.
Space does not permit for the wor-

THE many friends of the “Young
People’s Delight” will sorrow,

but not as those without hope, to
learn of the blessed Home going of
another faith-full man of God. On
February 21, 1938, the beloved pub-
lisher and editor-in-chief of the Union
Gospel Press publications, Rev. W.
B. Musselman, fell asleep in Jesus,
the result of a heart attack. He was in
his 78th year.
His departure was beautiful and

peaceful. He never laid the armor
down, nor ceased wielding the ever-
sharpened sickle to the ripened grain.
But when the Lord of the Harvest saw
he had gathered his last sheaf, He very
tenderly removed the armor and with-
drew the sickle from his hand. Brother
Musselman’s last thought and word
was that the glorious work of breath-
ing the Gospel over the whole world in
the printed page might continue to go
on in faith.
Very humble and modest was this

great warrior of the faith—so much so

Publisher and Editor Gone Home
(The following is an obituary written when the founder, Rev. W. B. Musselman, went to be with the Lord.

It appeared in the Union Gospel Press take-home paper then titled Young People’s Delight.)

The teen publicationYoung People’s Delight is now
titled My Delight. It is a take-home paper that is pub-
lished quarterly in thirteen weekly parts. In 1938 the
office editor was Miss Mabel Glenn Haldeman, also
known as Cousin Glennie. Miss Haldeman went
home on January 5, 2000, at the age of 109. In addi-
tion to being an editor, Miss Haldeman was a pub-
lished poet and also wrote lyrics for hymns.
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ALL the way through the book of
Mark are lessons that are

prophetic. There is hardly a book that
from beginning to end (even in Gene-
sis, as soon as sin entered into the
world) does not have prophecies of
things that shall come to pass. The
New Testament, especially the teach-
ings of our Lord, is full of prophecies—
in the picture, the types, those Jesus
healed of sicknesses—all these are
prophetic pictures.
In Mark 12:41-44 we have the

prophetic picture of a woman who
gave more than all the rest.
It may be a great lesson if the Lord

Jesus Himself were here and saw
some of you (Gospel Workers) labor-
ing for the Lord. You attend to little
odds and ends that apparently do not
seem to count for very much. The
Lord, however, would say that the
Gospel Workers give their lives, their
entire beings, while other people are
having a good time. Others may make
pretty big shows, yet there are some
who are giving their all, and it might be
happening right in our sight. All those
things are happening for a purpose.
Jesus told His disciples that this

poor widow did more than all the rest.
What was Jesus concerned about that

poor widow if it was not to teach what
really counts before God?
We may look at this incident from a

prophetic standpoint. Jesus was in-
clined, as He was more or less all
throughMark, to showHis mission. Fi-
nally, in the latter part, He referred to
His purpose for coming—His suffer-
ing, His death, and His resurrection.
Every time I read this portion of

Mark, I think from experience, knowl-
edge, and the general conversation,
that every time on the surface, it might
have appeared overbearing to the dis-
ciples. They could think only natural,
and they saw advances and success,
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already fussing about who would be
greatest.
“As he went out of the temple, one

of his disciples saith unto him, Master,
see what manner of stones and what
buildings are here!” (Mark 13:1). The
disciples seemed to say, “Master, pos-
sibly You did not look the building over.
Jesus, Master, see what manner of
stones.”
Did you ever read what kind of

stones they were? The stones were all
put together with stones that fitted. A
hammer was not used. All these
stones fitted. See what manner of
stones! You ought to go to school and
learn. Nothing is too great for God to
do. See what protection and what
building!
That disciple called Jesus’ attention

to the stones. This temple was the
whole impregnable thing—this was all.
“Jesus answering said unto him,

Seest thou these great buildings?”
(Mark 13:2). Do you see these great
buildings? The disciple called Jesus’
attention to the buildings and then Je-
sus called the disciple’s attention to
the buildings.
Are you looking at these big things?

Do you think there is going to be much
power in those buildings? Are you
looking at these buildings? Are you? Is
that what you are looking at? You do
not think there is an opportunity for
us—these buildings are here now—is
that what you are looking at?
“There shall not be left one stone

upon another, that shall not be thrown
down” (Mark 13:2). Would you take
that as prophecy? That is pure and
simple prophecy; that is direct.
“As he sat upon the mount of Olives

over against the temple, Peter and
James and John and Andrew asked
him privately” (Mark 13:3). That is an-
other thing. “The mount of Olives”—
that means something. Jesus did not
go to the temple or some big pulpits to
preach, but He often went upon the
Mount of Olives. In Mark 13 He
preached eloquently from the Mount
of Olives over against the temple. That
temple was only a fly in comparison to
the great power of God. Jesus looked
at the temple.
Who do you think sat the highest on

the Mount of Olives? I do not know,
but I know which One was the high-
est. As Jesus sat upon the Mount of
Olives over against the temple, Peter,
James, John, and Andrew confessed
that they did not understand how they
were going to break the temple down.

and laying down your life. It is not get-
ting up, having your honor, enjoyment,
and all that. This is what Jesus taught.
The Jewish people had the advan-
tage. Godwaswith them. He had cho-
sen and separated them for Himself.
They had a wonderful showy thing—
Solomon’s temple. It was the greatest
temple ever built. It had taken many
years to build it. It was royal; it was
great; it was so counted by the Jew-
ish people themselves. It was a won-
derful temple.
The mission of the Jewish people

was always to be God’s special peo-
ple. They were God’s people, and thus
they were special people. They want-
ed to show it and did show it in the
temple of Jerusalem. The temple
could not be touched by outsiders. It
had walls around it and had protection
all around it. It was unthinkable for
Gentiles to come near to the temple.
The Jewish people were the people of
God, and God had shown the world
that they were His people.
They had been conquered, then

they had been delivered and forgiven;
but they never had had such a temple
wherein the Gentiles, or heathens,
were allowed to enter. The Jewish
temple had a Holy Place and a Most
Holy Place. In a way, that was God’s
home, and nobody could touch that.
God met His people there. It was a sa-
cred spot.
Jesus said that the poor widow did

more than all the Jewish people. They
were accepted as wonderful men and
wonderful stars; yet this poor widow
did more than all the rest.
Jesus knew what He was to pass

through, but He knew He had His Fa-
ther to speak to. Jesus knew that one
whom He had chosen would betray
Him, and the others would not stand
by Him. Not one stood by Jesus, not
one stayed there with Him. Although
Peter thought he would, he did not.
He even denied that he knew Jesus.
That is where the apostles showed
their humanity, just as much as any
one of us would. Even the strongest in
Christ sometimes will tremble—no,
the strongest in the flesh will tremble,
and the weakest in Christ will be calm!
The disciples were sneaking after Je-
sus, following afar off and all that!
They were men—in this they were
only men.
Jesus told the disciples what

would happen by the prospects
around Him. He told them plainly who
would finally kill Him. They then were

and with Jesus, the power to bring all
that to pass.
It seems that nearly everybody in

the world is seeking higher advance-
ment and more wages. Hardly a week
goes by but what we hear about per-
sonal advances. Jesus, on the other
hand, was thinking of laying down His
life. He had awonderful influence—the
crowds ran after Him, and to the disci-
ples, it looked like everybody was fol-
lowing Him. To the disciples, this
looked to a degree of self-satisfaction,
so much so that they wanted to know
who should be His right-hand man
(Mark 10:37). Jesus, however, was
continually talking about declining,
about laying down His life, and about
being forsaken of all (vs. 45).
Jesus intimated again and again

that He would suffer and that His
death and resurrectionwere imminent.
Jesus saw the religious leaders doing
great things, and giving much was one
of the great things they had done
(Mark 12:41). They paid big and gave
much, but Jesus put His influence
upon the nothing, the least.
This woman gave two mites, but in

doing that, she gave more than the
rich. Laying down life, losing life, and
suffering is what counted with Jesus.
You may sometimes want to know

who does or gives the most. I will tell
you according to the best of my
knowledge. The people who put in the
most self-sacrifice and enjoy the least
self-gratification are the ones who do
and give everything for the Lord. They
do not want to be seen or known; they
deny themselves, endure the most,
and have the most continual self-sac-
rifice. They do the most without hav-
ing their names published, without
honor, and without recognition, but
they do what they do for the Lord.
They are the people who do not talk
about how they feel in the body, who
suffer the most quietly, and who are
not the big complainers. We have
some Christians who suffer for the
Lord a little and complain a lot. I do not
believe that they will be honored for it.
In all lines, the believers who quietly
serve the Lord are the ones who keep
up His dignity, who honor the Lord.
Jesus continually emphasized the

attitude of quietly suffering for the
Lord; but you may say that Jesus
talked about His coming suffering.
You can believe with all your heart,
however, that He did not do it to com-
plain but to showwhat the kingdom of
God is. It is dying to self, suffering,
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They did understand that Jesus was
on the Mount of Olives, that the apos-
tles came to Him, and that the temple
was to be thrown down. If they would
have just believed Jesus’ words! The
temple had been there for many
years, yet Jesus said it was to be
thrown down.
We would sit a day and think how

God would bring these things about.
How, nobody knew, but Jesus’ ene-
mies were going to touch Jesus, and
they did touchHim, but sometime they
would have to reap what they had
sown. They were united in their oppo-
sition, however.
“Tell us,” the disciples asked, “when

shall these things be? and what shall
be the sign when all these things shall
be fulfilled?” (Mark 13:4). That is a
strong question, but Jesus did not give
them an answer. How, they wanted to
know, and what was the sign—how
was it to be fulfilled?
“Jesus answering them began to

say, Take heed lest any man deceive
you” (Mark 13:5). Look out, take heed,
be careful. Do not begin to give up. Je-
sus had often told the disciples about
His suffering and that theirs would
come. Suffering means something. It
is not going to be finished up quickly
and put you on the throne—it means
something.
Jesus warned the disciples, “Take

heed lest any man deceive you” (Mark
13:5). Plenty of opportunity for that.
Look out. Your human nature is so
susceptible to the wrong way.
“For many shall come in my name,

saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many” (Mark 13:6). It does not say
that they are all devils that come. I
could not believe that. Many people
say, “I am,” and they talk about many
things. Just as soon as something
about the devil is discussed, you hear
that very thing. I am ouching because
many did not give in—the “am.” Many
will come and say, “I am,” and so de-
ceive many.
If you are here to run after me or af-

ter this one or that one or if anyone is
the “I am” in your eyes, you are not
running after Jesus; you are not giving
your all in the right place. It will be ev-
ident by and by. If you treasure some-
one who acts the way you want, be on
your guard. Some people are really led
astray with somebody who does not
say “I am” and they think he is, and
they worship him.
“Jesus answering them began to

say, Take heed lest any man deceive

you: for many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive
many” (Mark 13:5-6).
Now the question is, When shall

these things be? How soon will we get
up there? Jesus answered, “When ye
shall hear of wars and rumours of
wars, be ye not troubled: for such
things must needs be; but the end
shall not be yet” (Mark 13:7). Some of
us want to serve God, but as soon as
we hear of little troubles, we are of-
fended. We do not go to heaven so
smoothly.
We are not to be deceived with nice,

pretty ways, and when we hear of ru-
mors of war, we are not to become ex-
cited and run away. We are not to get
nervous. Some people think it is polite
to be nervous, and they preach that
they are nervous. That is devilish! Any-
body who has faith in God does not
get nervous.
When things go wrong, do not be

troubled—have faith in God! We are
putting up with each other; such
thingsmust needs be. It is man butting
in. There will be rumors of wars and
therewill bewars, but theymust needs
be.
“For nation shall rise against na-

tion, and kingdom against kingdom:
and there shall be earthquakes in
divers places, and there shall be
famines and troubles: these are the
beginnings of sorrows” (Mark 13:8).
Do not expect to come to the Gospel
Worker Society and think you are in
paradise. As long as we are down on
earth, it will be shaky. We get to heav-
en through tribulation. I am telling you
how I get there, but you want to fly to
heaven!
The promises are here. Do not re-

joice because you are making a point,
but because God is. Tribulation will
come, but because God is. Tribulation
will come, but rejoice because you
have the promises.
Jesus said, “These are the begin-

nings of sorrows” (Mark 13:8). How are
we going to get there? Jesus told
these things to the four disciples—Pe-
ter, James, John, and Andrew. They
did not expect that. He said that they
should look out. You cannot be put in
a bandbox. Therewill be such things—
they will happen. All you can do is to
take heed to yourselves.
I spoke to a young lady a week or

two ago. She saw the wars, rumors of
wars, and difficulties of various kinds.
I do not know if she said anything par-
ticular, but something was said that

brought out this answer: “I always
talked too much.” She was concerned
about herself. She took heed to her-
self. She let it thunder and storm and
go upside-down, but she took heed to
herself.
You know there is a place where you

just take heed to yourself. It does not
matter about the rumors of wars or
what wars there are, just keep yourself
right with God.
The way is still rugged, but Jesus

talked about this to His disciples. I
guess they held still. I think that if it
would have been some of us, we
would not have understood Him at all.
We might have said, “You talk this way
and that, and we do not understand
You at all.” This all happens, but take
heed to yourselves. Keep your heart
clean.
“But take heed to yourselves: for

they shall deliver you up to councils”
(Mark 13:9). That is not bad—to be de-
livered up to councils. If we are Chris-
tians, we will be delivered up to coun-
cils. Remember, we are serving
God—do not heed the councils alto-
gether.
Jesus continued, “And in the syna-

gogues” (Mark 13:9), where they
should instruct you. When it comes to
the synagogues, where the elders are
the church bosses, that is different.
The councils are smooth fellows.
It does not stop there. “Ye shall be

beaten: and ye shall be brought before
rulers” (Mark 13:9). Those lawless fel-
lows will slap you in the face and will
beat you. There is no pro or con—all
that you shall do is not beat back. It is
pretty much the style to beat back
when we are beaten. It means that we
shall not beat back when we are beat-
en. If you beat back, they have a case
for law. They beat the Lord. He did not
beat back.
“Ye shall be beaten: and ye shall be

brought before rulers and kings for
my sake, for a testimony against
them” (Mark 13:9). Why was Paul
brought before the rulers time after
time on his way to Rome? For a tes-
timony. If you hold still, if you do not
hit back, if you abide and take heed
to yourself, you will be a testimony.
Maybe they will slap you before the
councils and advise you, but hold
still.
You may be brought from one ruler

to another and even before kings like
Paul was. Why? He was a testimony
against them. He got an opportunity to
testify. He walked carefully, his talk
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one brother lives for God and the oth-
er brother just does not agree with
him. They do not agree; that is all, and
because they do not agree, one may
betray the other.
Judas did no more than just show

the religious rulers how they could lay
their hands on Jesus. Judas told them
where Jesus could be found. Judas
just betrayed Jesus—that is done
every day. Now they may not kill them
like Judas had Jesus killed, but they
may hit and injure them a little.
Brother will betray brother—that is

nothing, just betray, but, of course, the
result is death.
“Now the brother shall betray the

brother to death, and the father the
son” (Mark 13:12). The son wants to
serve the Lord and the father reports
him to the authorities, then the chil-
dren will rise up against their parents.
When the father betrays the son, and
expects to bring him to terms, the son
then thinks he will do a service to God
and turn against the parents. Children
will rise up against parents. That is
common.
The brothers are equal with each

other, but they will betray each other.
The brother who will betray a brother
will be a Judas; a father who will be-
tray a son, although he is a father, will
be a Judas; and the children who will
rise up and rebel against the parents
think they will do that to God. They
could run a father down and do every-
thing they could to harm him—they
have the right to do that; but the mes-
sage of the Lord Jesus Christ is love.
We have read that enemies of the

Lord hunted down Christians for
many, many years. Parents were in
corners praying, and they had chil-
dren. Do you not think a rebellious
son or daughter would naturally rise
up and side in with those fellows
against the parents? It is just natural
to want to put them to death. All they
need to do is whisper it to those
hunters, and they will put the parents
to death.
“Ye shall be hated of all men for my

name’s sake: but he that shall endure
unto the end, the same shall be
saved” (Mark 13:13). This all will
come to pass. Jesus told His disci-
ples that they will have to stand ha-
tred before the temple comes down.
Jesus Christ said that they would be
hated of all men for His name’s sake.
Not only would they be eternally
saved, but also from the coming
tribulation.

“When they shall lead
you, and deliver you up,
take no thought before-
hand what ye shall
speak, neither do ye
premeditate” (Mark
13:11). What? Should
we not be educated?
“Take no thought.” It
does not depend upon
you at all.
“Take no thought be-

forehand what ye shall
speak, neither do ye
premeditate” (Mark
13:11). What do you
think about this man
Mark? He can write
such a big word—“pre-
meditate.” You know
what the word “medi-
tate” means and what
“pre” means—before.
Now do not try to do it
yourself. That is His
command. Obedience
is better than sacrifice.
“But whatsoever

shall be given you in
that hour, that speak ye:
for it is not ye that
speak, but the Holy
Ghost” (Mark 13:11). If

you speak self-defensively, you can
tell right away it is not of God. If you do
not speak and the Holy Spirit speaks,
you will speak no matter how it affects
you personally. What you are interest-
ed in is to get the message of God’s
Word to your captors. That is all you
care about. You are not preparing for
yourself at all; it is not you who speaks
but the Holy Spirit who speaks
through you.
How old must you be to let the Holy

Spirit speak through you? All of you
are old enough to let the Holy Spirit
talk. Now, is not that plain? Can it
mean anything else? It is not for you to
speak in self-defense, but for the Holy
Spirit to speak through you. You shall
not use physical force in defending
yourselves. The Holy Spirit ought to
control every member of the Christ-
ian’s body. Jesus warned His disciples
that this wil l al l come yet—it is
prophetic.
“Now the brother shall betray the

brother to death” (Mark 13:12). How
shall he do that? Well, there are two
brothers. When one brother tells an-
other brother the truth, he may not ac-
cept the truth. Perhaps both brothers
basically believe the same thing, but

was convincing, his logic was sound,
and his arguments were good. You
must stand all this for the sake of be-
ing a testimony against them and
showing these kings and rulers why
we believe in Christ and why we act as
we do and why we do not fight. We
should not try to bring accusation
against them. We are suffering for the
sake of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
How beautiful Paul’s examples were
before the kings.
“Ye shall be brought” (Mark 13:9). It

is your privilege. When you are suffer-
ing a little for Christ, you have the op-
portunity to show the Spirit of Christ.
You can testify in your actions. If you
vindicate, you are an ordinary sinner;
but if you are blamed, do not vindicate.
Hold still, and endure suffering. You
will be a testimony against them.
“The gospel must first be published

among all nations” (Mark 13:10). Now
it comes out when these things shall
be. Under all circumstances, you have
to suffer, go through many difficulties
for Christ, and the gospel must be
preached before all nations, like I am
now preaching the gospel before the
world.

This 1930 photo shows Rev. W. B. Musselman being assisted
by Gospel Worker No. 121, Miss L. E. Svacha.
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“But when ye shall see the abomi-
nation of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing where it
ought not, (let him that readeth under-
stand,) then let them that be in Judaea
flee to the mountains” (Mark 13:14).
Now let those believers in Judaea,
when the conquerors get in once, flee
to the mountains. All they can do is
flee, not fight.
“Let him that is on the housetop not

go down into the house, neither enter
therein, to take any thing out of his
house” (Mark 13:15). That is very
plain. You all understand that. Now
the war is on, now they have entered
into the city. They have gone far
enough. They may have taken long
enough, but now they have protec-
tion in the city. If they are on the
housetop—they may be women
mostly—they should not go after any

natural things. They are not to try to
save anything or to take anything
along. Who says this? Who goes into
detail like that? The answer is Jesus,
the Son of the living God. They are to
go, trust God, and are not to go into
the house.
“Let him that is on the housetop not

go down into the house, neither enter
therein, to take any thing out of his
house: and let him that is in the field
not turn back again for to take up his
garment” (Mark 13:15-16). Do not try
to take anything. In Matthew 5, 6, and
7, written to the Jews, we have advice
about this garment—not looking after
themselves, but in the Mark passage it
becomes extremely necessary when
the war is on. They are to flee.
“But woe to them that are with

child, and to them that give suck in
those days! And pray ye that your

flight be not in the winter” (Mark
13:17-18). All who could were to run
with all their might. “For in those days
shall be affliction, such as was not
from the beginning of the creation
which God created unto this time, nei-
ther shall be” (vs. 19). Just flee, Jesus
indicated. It is so natural to take your
own part—so natural. It is so far from
the Spirit of God, however. It is more
natural to say, “They had better not try
that on me!”
It is so natural to show your author-

ity and to demand your own way. You
are so likely to do it, but who will not
lose out that way? How do we ever
showChrist that way? Is it not by hold-
ing still and letting God make the
points that are worth making?
Now there are lots of people who

like prophecy and they want prophe-

This photo was taken in the 1890s and shows veritable pioneers who were settled mostly in the small towns of Pennsylvania and New Jersey for the
purpose of reaching the unchurched. Back row, left to right: Rebecca Kuntz, R. Rote, W. B. Musselman, D. Rote, A. Schaeffer. Seated left to right: Sarah
Kuntz, C. Felty, Lucy Musselman, Mary Musselman, A. Smith.

(Continued on page 60)
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high. In fact in our printery, theNewTes-
tament and portions of the Old Testa-
ment were set up in 18-point bold face
type so he could read. His partial lame-
ness was aided by first one cane, then
afterward, by two canes. God mar-
velously preserved his mind and think-
ing faculties, so that each day his office
hours at the Union Gospel Press were
from5 a.m. to 9 p.m. In the early hours,
his first procedurewas to readhisBible.
Some think the Word of God is a dry,
uninteresting Book, but to see Father
trying to read, and then enjoying what
he had read, then rereading the same
portion over again five or six times, cre-
ated in others watching him, a hunger,
too, for something of the same glorious
Message. These early hours spent with
his Bible were precious to him. Be-
tween the hours of 6 and 7 o’clock
a. m., he was busy with his dictaphone
answering communications, and then
themany duties of the day kept him ex-
tremely busy till possibly 9 and some-
times 10 o’clock p. m.
Being associated with him in the of-

fice as his secretary kept me in close
contact, and pleasant memories still
linger and will linger—not only memo-
ries of pleasant social associations, but
of his firmness in business, and his un-
selfishness, in case of doubt, to give
thebenefit of thedoubt to theother par-
ty. His motto was, “Not slothful in busi-
ness; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.”
Feeling the urge of advancing years,

Father desired to have a helper, one
capable of sacrificing and interested in
the lost and dying of the earth. He
found—or rather God, in His all-wise
purpose, found—one in the person of
a grandson. Father had been negoti-
ating with this grandson—bearing his
own initials, W. B. M.—who also had
been giving his full time to Christian
service in the Gospel Herald Society,
an organization of men engaged in
missionary work. After some negotiat-
ing with this grandson, he finally de-
cided that he would come on the
morning of February 21, 1938, which
happened to be the day of his grand-
father’s decease. Not taking into con-
sideration that Father might be think-
ing about his decision (considering the
condition of his heart, although he was
perfectly conscious), we noticed that
he so intently watched the door, who

Word. It meant strenuous labor at
times, against odds, but his God was
sufficient to give him courage and
strength, and so long as there were
any of the twenty-four hours to one
day remaining, he resorted to the
twenty-four hours, in cases of neces-
sity. I would say that, for many years,
his working hours were, on an aver-
age, twenty hours—more rather than
less—and our Father God poured in
His strength. This was God’s doings.
Some of the older associates in the

printery well remember when he car-
ried on his shoulder the mail bag of
printed matter to the post office. Now
God has blessed his labors to such an
extent that multiplied tons of literature
are sent out to all countries of the
world, including the islands of the sea.
It is marvelous, the encouraging letters
that are received from persons in all
walks of life. The Scripture says, “My
Word shall not return unto Me void.”
Throughout the years and not only in
the immediate past, have our many,
many friends—I’d sayworldwide—giv-
en words of encouragement, but in the
day when the Books are opened, the
realities of a life laid down in humble,
untiring service shall have its reward.
Father loved obscurity. He loved his
work. He loved his associates. He
loved grace and gave grace.More than
all else, he loved his God, and desired
that a dying world should become ac-
quainted with the God of all Grace.
In thinking of the seventy-seven full

years, we ask, “Were there no mis-
takes?” Yes, undoubtedly there were
some; but the biggest mistake he was
not guilty of—that of laying down his
sickle. There was no retreat. In face of
opposition and—I might say—what
not? he pressed the “battle to the
gates,” and God wonderfully show-
ered in grace and mercy. God takes
care of our blunders. He sees the mo-
tive. Man oftentimes condemns and
judges, but our God is the Father of
Mercies and the God of all Grace.
Thank the Lord!
About ten years ago, my father had a

material stroke. His eyesight was
somewhat impaired, his right side
somewhat lamed, reading became
rather difficult—only with the aid of an
extra heavy reading glass could he dis-
tinguish print about one-fourth inch

(Because this is a Memorial Issue, dedicated
to the late founder, Rev. W. B. Musselman, it
seems only fitting to include some of the many
written memorials that were received following
his death on February 21, 1938. The following
are printed exactly as they originally appeared.)

THE passing of my father according
to the flesh (and, I dare say, my

spiritual father, as I knew him to be my
spiritual advisor more than my natural
father in home life) was triumphant. It
may seem strange to some that I knew
him better as my spiritual father, but in
my younger years, Father was not at
home so much, as he was very busy,
first, in the Home Missionary work,
and, second, in later years he was
struggling with the printing of the
Gospel Herald, . . .
Father was no printer by trade, but

God had laid it upon his heart to
spread the Gospel through the printed
page. After purchasing some equip-
ment, and after the services of an ex-
perienced pressman were enjoyed for
about six months, Father—with some
associates—set himself to the task of
the printing of Gospel literature.
My father was a strong believer in

James’ Epistle, especially this verse,
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be giv-
en him.” God never failed to verify His

Tributes of Love and Respect
(Reprinted from a March 1938 supplement to the Gospel Herald)

Miss M. E. Musselman
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was coming in. After 11:30 a. m. he
said, “Is he back yet?” and then again,
“Is he back yet?” About 11:40 the
grandson, W. Bruce Musselman, ar-
rived, and coming into Father’s sick
room about 11:45, he said to Father as
he took his hand, “This is Bruce.” Fa-
ther turned his head, opened his eyes
wide, and tried to speak, but simply
muttered a sound—then turned his
head—and all was over. It appeared as
if God gave Father the satisfaction of
knowing the young man had really ar-
rived to help give the Gospel feet.
As a partial nurse, my elations were

most pleasant. Father was so patient
and considerate. He slipped away
without saying “Good-by.” He just
stepped into the other room. We too,
ere long, if Jesus tarries, will slip away
to await that glorious resurrection
morning. Wonderful anticipation!—M.
E. Musselman, Youngest Daughter of
the Late W. B. Musselman.

� � �

the work from the infancy of the Pub-
lishing House, without anyone’s having
learned the printer’s trade, Brother
Musselman fearlessly went ahead,
trusting the Lord for means and wis-
dom, with this one aim and desire, to
send theGospel out in the printed page
until it would reach the uttermost parts
of the earth. In the last years, the Lord
granted this desire. The printed page in
Gospel form sent out by the Union
Gospel Press nowcircles the globe.We
believe through theministry of theWord
many will learn to know and love the
Saviour. The chair is vacant, the lips are
silent, but the message of Life is going
forth. The seed sown in weakness shall
be raised in power. Everywhere
throughout the Publishing House we
can seemonuments of faith, grace, and
love, from the life of our beloved Broth-
er who so zealously and faithfully toiled
and labored for the Lord who was his
Comfort and Stay in life. When the Lord
saw his work was finished, He called
him to Himself to which he responded
with a smile. He is gone, but his works
follow. Those of us remaining and con-
nected with this great work of spread-
ing the Gospel, say, Let us faithfully
keep the wheels moving until we also
shall hear the glad summons, or until
the trumpet sounds. Whether dead or
alive, we shall then be caught up to-
gether to meet the Lord in the air. Oh,
this glorious, living Hope that sees be-
yond the grave, has removed the sting
of death! We sorrow not as those who
have no hope, but expect to meet him
again where good-bys are unknown.—
M. A. Snyder.

� � �

The Lord called and took into His
presence my brother, our beloved
Leader and Founder of the Gospel
Worker Society. Words fail to express
our great loss, but our loss is his gain.
Our Lord Jesus, near the end of His life
upon earth, at different times told His
disciples that He would soon leave
themand go toHis Father, but they un-
derstood not His words. Our brother
often told us he would not be with us
long, and that his time upon earth was
short. He seemed to know that he was
going “Home.” He was active in the
work he so dearly loved, up to the very
last day. When the end came, he qui-
etly and peacefully fell asleep. His life
was one of continual sacrifice for God.
He always considered others. Up to
the very last his one interest was to
spread the Gospel of salvation of our

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He
knew nothing of having a life of ease,
but he loved to be a sacrifice for his
God, whom he loved and served con-
tinually. He always encouraged others
to sacrifice their life in God’s service.
He is now at rest. He finished his
course. “He being dead yet speaketh.”
We have evidence that his works do
follow him. His “mantle” has fallen on
another who we believe is willing to
bear the cross and also to be a con-
tinual sacrifice for God in the work that
has been so dear and precious to our
beloved Brother and Leader so that
the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Je-
sus Christ through the printed pages
will continue to be sent forth. Jesus
told His disciples before He left them,
“He that believeth on Me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater
works than these shall he do; because
I go untoMy Father” (John 14:12). “We
believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep
in Jesus will God bring with Him”
(I Thess. 4:14). We are waiting for the
resurrection morning.—H. B. Mussel-
man, Youngest and Only Surviving Sis-
ter of the Late Rev. W. B. Musselman.

� � �

“With Christ; which is far better.”
Our dearly beloved Brother Mussel-

man is now enjoying the desire of the
Apostle Paul which he expressed in
the words of Scripture: “Having a de-
sire to depart, and to be with Christ;
which is far better.”
The writer has been in this grand

and glorious work of the Gospel Work-

Miss M. A. Snyder

Miss H. B. Musselman

Since it has pleased the Lord to re-
move from our midst the Founder and
President, Rev. W. B. Musselman, our
hearts can only say, “What the Lord
doeth, is done well.” The Godly coun-
sel, the message from the Word, so
simple and plain, will be greatlymissed.
Brother Musselman was a true lover of
theWord of God. For a number of years
every Sunday morning in our Home
Chapel he expounded the Scriptures in
such a way that it created a real desire
in the hearts of the listeners to become
better acquaintedwith the Lord.Having
beenclosely associatedwith all parts of
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breach, inspired by the need of sound
doctrine in the realm of Sunday School
literature. We have caught the possi-
bility which lies ahead of those who
will wear the mantle that has fallen
from his shoulders. We know of none
who during the past twenty-five years
has discerned as did Brother Mussel-
man thewide fieldswhere child, youth,
and teacher were under the tutelage of
spiritually deficient leaders in the vast
field of Sunday School service. During
the range of our acquaintance with
Brother Musselman the output volume
of spiritually profitable literature for
both teacher and scholar has been
amazing, and we plead in the face of
the gap created by Brother Mussel-
man’s Homegoing, that the Lord may
give to the Sunday Schools of the
world, a man impelled by “a double
portion of the Spirit,” to lead to even
greater lengths of blessing and suc-
cess in the sphere of labor in which
Brother Musselman engaged, and has
listed triumphs, many of which await
their revelation at the Judgment Seat
of Christ.—Herbert Mackenzie, D. D.,
Crescent City, Florida.

� � �

Words are inadequate to tell of the
trail of blessing and Christian helpful-
ness that our Brother has left behind
him. He has gone to his eternal re-
ward. But it can be said of him even as
it was said of Abel “He being dead yet
speaketh” (Heb. 11:4). His words of

Ghost courage he undertook to pub-
lish and also to print the Gospel Her-
ald, not considering that neither he nor
his Workers knew anything about
printing; but he believed God. No one
will ever know what the undertaking
meant but he himself and the faithful
Workers who stood with him in sacri-
fice and service.
Later, when Brother Musselman told

us Workers that the time would come
when we would send the Gospel out
through the printed page by the tons,
some of us wondered how and when
this would ever come to pass. And
then again according to his faith the
Union Gospel Press came into exis-
tence and tons of Gospel messages
are going out regularly from there all
over the world.
Thank God, oh, thank God, he was

“not disobedient unto the Heavenly vi-
sion,” and because of faithfulness to
his Heavenly calling, active and faith-
ful missionaries are now in foreign
fields, and many churches and mis-
sions in different states, towns, and
cities are now in operation where the
Gospel is preached and men and
women are brought to the saving
knowledge of Christ! To God be all the
glory!
May we follow after, “Always

abounding in the work of the Lord.”—
D. B. Rote, Field Superintendent.

� � �

Our beloved Brother Musselman
who has fallen asleep in Jesus, will
never be forgotten. He was a real fa-
ther in Israel, a spiritual advisor, always
ready to exhort or admonish, which
will be greatly missed. But “God doeth
all things well.” We feel he could say
with the Apostle Paul, “I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith.” His earnest, fer-
vent, zealous love for God has made a
very, very deep, indelible impression
upon my life, which will never be
erased. It has also made me feel like
being more steadfast and faithful for
the Lord.—M. E. Ziegler.

� � �

The unexpected translation of
Brother Musselman a few days ago
has created a great gap which only a
God-called man can fill. Long contact
approaching a quarter of a century
testifies to his gracious dispersion of
gifts , and loudly proclaims the need of
a faithful follower, ready to stand in the

er Society from its infancy and words
fail to express our loss, since our
Brother has been promoted to higher
service. He was not only our President
and General Superintendent; he was
our shepherd, especially caring for the
very weakest of the fold; our spiritual
father, not only to the Gospel Workers,
but also to preachers and others, who
came to him with their problems and
for spiritual advice. Some have said to
us with tears: “To whom shall I go
now? I have no one to go to as I could
to Brother Musselman.” He was a
brother that was brotherly indeed, to
all the household of faith, irrespective
of their denomination. Many, many,
many times we have thanked God for
a leader who always earnestly con-
tended “for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.” He was
never moved by men’s opinion or
teaching unless they came with a
“Thus saith the Lord.”
When Brother Musselman was a

young man serving as pastor in a
church, he was always interested in
everybodyandanybodywhowanted to
work for the Lord, and as much as was
in his power he made it possible that
such could get out and do missionary
work. It was with no little sacrifice and
misunderstanding that this was done,
but Godwonderfully blessed the taber-
nacle meetings in various places and
the missions opened by him, and fi-
nally what is now called the Gospel
Worker Society came into existence.
Then the need of an unsectarian re-

ligious paper to spread the Gospel far-
ther and faster was laid upon his heart.
With an undaunted faith and Holy

Miss D. B. Rote

Miss M. E. Ziegler



“Not I, but Christ”
A Tribute to the Memory of Rev. W. B. Musselman

He rests at last!
This could not be while breath was there,
When moments few he must not spare,
When he the gospel must declare

To ends of earth.

His voice is hushed!
But is it, though, in truest way?
Doth it not speak yet day by day,
In words his human tongue can’t say,

And shall speak on?

His lips are closed!
But never could they be in life,
Except when evil words were rife
Against himself in bitter strife—

Then silence reigned.

His hands are still!
They COULD NOT lay the sickle down
(He worked for Him of great renown);
He bore the Cross to win the crown.

GOD snatched it, then.

His feet now rest!
They walk no more in falt’ring tread,
With Gospel light, to wake the dead—
They’re in their cold and silent bed,

Till trumpet sounds.

His heart has ceased
To beat in love for famished souls,
Which burned with grace like living coals
To rescue lives from sandy shoals;

Yet LOVE abides.

But GOD still lives!
His God, and ours—the God of all
He saves from sin, its curse and thrall,
Who keeps His work when workers fall—

HE’S with us still! �
—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.
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warning, counsel, advice, and comfort
still sound in the hearts of those who
were privileged to hear him expound
the Word of God. He ever pointed his
people to the Word of God and to the
Christ of the Word. Though missed
here for a short season it is our
blessed hope that one day all God’s
loved ones shall be at Home with the
Lord. The Lord will soon come and
then we shall be forever with Him.
Blessed Hope!—I. M. Forsberg.

� � �

It is only till the day dawn and the
shadows flee away. The passing of our
beloved President, Rev. W. B. Mussel-
man, has left a great vacancy. Our loss
on earth is Heaven’s gain. It will be
only till the day dawn and the shadows
flee away, then we shall meet again.
This was his glorious hope on earth,
and his bright hope in his last mo-
ments. We will greatly miss him, but
there will be no parting on the Golden
Shore.—M. A. Selby. �

It has been seventy-five years since the founder
went home to be with the Lord. While he would be
saddened that there are only a few of his beloved
Workers remaining, we know he would be so
pleased that they are still overseeing the tons of
Sunday school literature that are shipped around
the world every quarter. Their numbers may have
dwindled, but in keeping with the founder’s dream
of always finding new ways to reach the unsaved,
in just the past few years they have started pub-
lishing two quarterlies in large-print, the Bible Ex-
positor and Illuminator and Adult Bible Class.
Also, theGospel Herald and The Sunday School
Times is now distributed free of charge to any-
one who asks for it. His mission is being carried
on; his goal is being achieved. This work that
God began will go on in His name!

Miss M. A. Selby
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ney and applied for a charter for said
trustee board of said Gospel Worker
Society therefore Resolved that we
hereby endorse the step taken by him
in this direction in order to be fully pre-
pared to buy, sell, and possess real es-
tate and personal property.
“Sixth:Whereas the headquarters of

the Gospel Worker Society heretofore
at Williamsport, Pa., was becoming
too small to accommodate the num-
ber of workers needed in connection
with the increase of business, and
whereas the City itself is also too small
to give a number of new Workers a
practical training in the different duties
enjoined upon a full-fledged Gospel
Worker and whereas the room of the
Herald Publishing House is also limit-
ed and whereas it is even uncertain if
other quarters could be procured in
the immediate vicinity andwhereaswe
have unanimously encouraged our
General Superintendent to see after
other quarters in a large city and
whereas he found very excellent quar-

“Fourth: Whereas the General Su-
perintendent has produced a sample
of the lettering for the Gospel Worker
Society hat and whereas there ap-
pears to be somewhat dissatisfaction
relative to the decision of the last Ex-
ecutive Board meeting, therefore
“Resolved that we advise the Gen-

eral Superintendent to proceed in se-
curing a hat band or a substitute for
the same according to the best of his
convictions which shall be adopted on
condition of the approval of five mem-
bers of the Executive Board.
“Fifth: Whereas the Gospel Worker

Society has heretofore been an unin-
corporated religious movement and
whereas there are different advan-
tages in being incorporated specially
relative to the buying and selling of
property and whereas to be incorpo-
rated has been the unanimous desire
of all interested for some time and
specially so of late and whereas our
President has accordingly appointed a
trustee board and employed an attor-

THE following minutes from a 1906
meeting record an event that was

to change the course of the Gospel
Worker Society significantly.
“A special Executive Board meeting

was called by the General Superin-
tendent on Oct. 27, 1906, which con-
vened with W. B. Musselman in chair
at 340 Laurel St., Williamsport, Pa.
Openedwith prayer by A. C. Spellman.
“First: Was D. B. Rote appointed

Secretary by chair.
“Second: Roll call

Members present:
W. B. Musselman
L. Musselman
L. M. Christman
R. R. Kuntz
A. C. Spellman
R. J. Rote
D. B. Rote
Members absent:
S. H. Keen

“Third: Were the minutes of the last
Executive Board meeting read and re-
ceived.

Growing Pains
BY DEBORAH SVEC REIFSCHNEIDER

This aerial view shows the new Gospel Worker Society Headquarters (right) and Union Gospel Press shortly after both became operational.
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ters available in Cleveland, Oh., and
whereas we have unanimously en-
couraged the said Superintendent to
act according to his best conviction in
the matter and whereas he has ac-
cordingly bought said Cleveland prop-
erty for the sum of twenty thousand
dollars, therefore Resolved that we
heartily endorse the actions so far tak-
en by him and hereby further direct
him to resort to such methods relative
to selling or moving goods and to the
time such shall take place as he may
deem proper.
“The meeting closed with a prayer

by the chair.
“D. B. Rote, Sec.”

Much has been recorded about the
subsequent events, both in Gospel
Worker Society papers and in various
historical studies about Cleveland,
especially about the area now known
as Tremont. That is where Rev. W. B.
Musselman found a large facility that
had housed a hospital, a ministry
known as the Deaconess Home, and
a Bible school. On April 1, 1907, the
Herald Publishing House (later to be-
come Union Gospel Press) moved
from Williamsport, Pennsylvania, to
2375 West Seventh Street, Cleveland,
Ohio, bordered byWest Jefferson and
Thurman Streets. The work grew, and
the demand for God’s Word in-
creased, resulting in a need for more
equipment.
By the 1940s, the Incorporated

Trustees of the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty found themselves in a happy
predicament—happy but sti l l a
predicament. The publishing part of
the ministry was growing by leaps and
bounds. During the December 31,
1942, Board of Trusteesmeeting, Miss
Mary Musselman, president, reported
that the Lord had blessed the work
and that it had gone out in greater vol-
umes than ever before. The ladies
knew it was only a matter of time be-
fore they would have to look for larger
facilities.
By 1945, new properties were being

considered. Acreage on the east side,
at the corner of Lee and Terrace
Roads, was looked at but deemed un-
suitable. In themeantime, the increase
in the quantities of the publications re-
quired updating and replacing equip-
ment, including a new stitcher, a 4-box
inserter, and a new conveyor belt.
In 1947 property in Cleveland

Heights was considered for relocation,
but a plant could not be put there. On

November 17, 1947, property at the
corner of Brookpark and Broadview
Roads, in the southeast corner of the
city limits, was presented as a possi-
ble site for the Gospel Worker Society
and Union Gospel Press. The proper-
ty was purchased in 1948.
The year 1948 proved to be a

benchmark of sorts for the Gospel
Worker Society and Union Gospel
Press. Not only was the new property
purchased, but contracts were made
with Gattozzi Architects in connection
with Otis Wright, a building engineer.
Tentative drawings were reviewed and
approved with suggested changes. At
the same time B. R. Enoch Company
was winding up their work of bringing
UnionGospel Press, theGospelWork-
er Society, and the Field Division
records up-to-date. This taskwas time
consuming because the previous ac-
countant at times did not correct er-
rors. He simply lumped things togeth-
er. Once the accounts were brought
up-to-date, it resulted in all the ac-
counting being done by a Gospel
Worker and the outside auditing firm of
Hausser and Taylor, with whom we are
still associated.
Construction of the new, one-floor

publishing facility and the Gospel
Worker Society Home Building pro-
ceeded. By May of 1949, the presses
were being moved from the facility in
the Tremont area to the new building
at 2000 Brookpark Road. The Com-
posing Room and Bindery were in
place by August. The late founder’s vi-
sion of a one-floor facility was now re-
alized, and it had been accomplished
by his daughter Mary. To keep some
of the old with the new, the cases for
the retail bookstore were made of
wood from the former dormitory. A
beautiful oblong cabinet was built so
that the cash register could be put on
top and merchandise displayed. The
cabinet was rounded at the far end
and enclosed a private door to the
bookstore. This beautiful craftsman-
ship was done by the Gospel Work-
ers’ own maintenance man, Mr. Da-
mon.
For the time being the ladies were

shuttled back and forth from their dor-
mitories to Union Gospel Press every
day. Finally, on January 19, 1950, the
Gospel Workers moved into their new
home at 1980 Brookpark Road.
Every detail had been planned for a

smooth transition to the Home Build-
ing. One section of the building was
set aside for the older or infirmed

ladies. A Gospel Worker was assigned
to care for them,meetingwith doctors,
taking instructions, and so forth. An-
other Gospel Worker was assigned to
be in the front office, to greet business
people and visitors. Schedules for the
laundry were set up so that everything
would get done in a timely and order-
ly fashion.
And though this is a busy, urban

corner now, in 1950 there was nothing
else at the intersection except a pri-
vate residence on one corner, a gas
station on another, and a vacant lot on
the remaining corner. It was a serene
setting. The Home Building was, and
still is, surrounded by beautiful, ma-
jestic trees, which provided privacy
and areas for both quiet meditation
and joyful sing-alongs.
Some have tried to imply that it was

at this juncture that the Gospel Work-
ers strayed from their initial ministry by
pursuing the viability of Union Gospel
Press. On the contrary, they were fol-
lowing God’s leading. No one was get-
ting rich from this except the individu-
als throughout the world who, by mail,
were finally receiving the plain, true ex-
position of God’s holy Word.
Note the following entry from the

August 1938 Board of Trustees meet-
ing:

We the Board thought it to be in
line to give special note to the way the
Lord has been blessing in every
phase of the work, both in the pub-
lishing business and the Field Division
of the Gospel Worker Society. As this
is the time when the Sunday school
orders for the Fourth Quarter come
flooding in, in all departments the
Gospel Workers are busily engaged in
sending out the printed page. Be-
sides this, we are also now preparing
our Fall Catalog. This entails much la-
bor in the various departments, but
we are anticipating a bright future.
Not only in the business, but we know
the Word is being spread all over the
United States and Canada, Europe
and Asia, and the islands of the sea.
All our missionaries appear very glad
to give the Gospel “feet,” and they
have “a mind to work.”

Even when their numbers would
dwindle and age and urban demo-
graphics would make it unwise to al-
low the ladies to go out into the
streets, the Gospel Workers would still
consider themselves missionaries,
spreading the Word of God far and
wide through the printed page, their
bookstore, their chapel meetings, and
their financial and prayer support of
missionaries and evangelical organi-
zations around the world. �
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On Thursday, July 13, 1950, a dedication service was held for the new
Union Gospel Press facility and the Gospel Worker Society Home Build-
ing. Over sixty years later, both buildings are still fully operational and filled
with people whose purpose is to see that God’s Word is spread to every
corner of the world.

God’s Work Expands
At the age of twenty-two Rev. William Brunner Mussel-

man entered the Gospel ministry. For a number of years he
served as pastor of and built four Mennonite Brethren in
Christ churches, then for six years was their Presiding Eld-
er. In the early 1890’s Rev. Musselman had a definite mis-
sionary vision. About six young ladies from his churches
had consecrated their lives to the Lord, and he opened the
way for them to do missionary work in his church and later
in small missions. From this small beginning issued what is
now nationally known as the Union Gospel Press, of which
Rev. Musselman was founder.

In eighteen ninety-five began a missionary band,
And from that time until today it Gospel flame has fanned.
The Gospel Workers these were named, Society attached,
Because they worked, and so the name to them has fully

matched.

The Gospel spread, the work increased; in nineteen hun-
dred three

A printing plant, at Williamsport, appeared in small degree.
Its founder, with his brain and brawn, and Holy Spirit taught,
Kept talking faith, and acting it, till wonders God had

wrought.

But higher rose the figures of the printed Gospel Truth,
Until no longer could the work go on as in its youth.
So, nineteen seven, further west the printing house re-

moved,
To Cleveland, in Ohio state, with quarters much improved.

For over forty years the hum of presses and machines
Were heard on Seventh Street, and they were constant,

busy scenes.
The place was chosen by the Lord, we always realized,
And though it lacked in sev’ral points, the place we highly

prized.

But then another site was found for more expansive spread,
And so in nineteen forty-nine to Brookpark we were led;
The faithful warriors of the Cross, who stood the storms of

years,
Have now a bit of comfort for their sowing long in tears.

The Union Gospel Press, the child of Gospel Workers, long
Have worked together for the Lord—now, over sixty strong.
Yet how are needed hearts and hands surrendered to the

Lord,
To fill the precious vacancies the youth might well afford!

To God alone we give the praise and honor for it all,
And when we think of marvels wrought, before His feet we

fall;
Our boast in Him is all we own, and may His work go on
Until the trumpet sounds and till appears the golden dawn!

Dedication Program
Prayer _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Rev. Paul T. Stengele
Hymn _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Cleveland Mission Quartet
Scripture Lesson _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Rev. Charles L. Miller
Hymn _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Pittsburgh Mission Workers
Prayer _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Miss Mabel G. Haldeman
Hymn (No. 18) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”
“Missionary Vision” (Message) _ _ _Rev. Charles L. Miller
Hymn _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Headquarters Quartet
Dedicatory Sermon _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Rev. W. S. Hottel
Hymn (No. 17) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _“All Hail the Power”
Dedication Declaration _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Rev. W. S. Hottel
Dedicatory Prayer _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Rev. W. S. Hottel
Doxology
Communion Service _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Rev. Paul T. Stengele;

Rev. Charles L. Miller
Benediction

Officers
TRUSTEE BOARD

Rev. W. B. Musselman, Chairman
J. P. Stabley, Secretary
M. E. Musselman
A. F. Heffner
M. P. Tyerman

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Rev. W. B. Musselman, Chairman
J. P. Stabley, Secretary
M. E. Musselman
A. F. Heffner
M. P. Tyerman
H. B. Musselman
M. E. Ziegler
E. L. Zimmerman
S. C. Bredbenner
S. E. Sterling
A. L. Halteman
F. L. Wismer
M. G. Haldeman
L. L. Rofer
M. D. Longabaugh �

Dedication Service
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THE Union Gospel Press of Cleve-
land, Ohio, represents the pub-

lishing interests of the Gospel Worker
Society. The Gospel Worker Society is
an undenominational home mission-
ary society whose official organ is the
Gospel Herald. This movement was
founded in the late 1800’s by Rev. W.
B. Musselman, who for many years
was the President. By trade, he was a
promising young iron molder, until the
Lord definitely called him into the
Gospel ministry on the faith basis in-
troduced by the Apostle Paul (I Cor.
9:17-19). He made no charge for his
service, believing that they who
preach the Gospel should live of the
Gospel. He held a number of pas-
torates in the Mennonite Brethren in
Christ denomination in Eastern Penn-
sylvania, earnestly contending for the
faith “once delivered unto the saints”
and for the revival of those doctrines
of the Early Church which formalism
had partially obscured. He was defi-
nitely missionary in his teaching and,
while later serving the church as Pre-
siding Elder, he influenced many zeal-
ous young people, both men and
women, to enter the Gospel ministry.
From this ministry emanated two

home missionary organizations;
namely, the Gospel Worker Society
(women) and the Gospel Herald Soci-

ety (men). The Gospel Worker Society
majored in house-to-house visitation,
Gospel meetings in unoccupied terri-
tories mostly, and distributing Gospel
literature. The need for an undenomi-
national periodical for the colportage
work pressed the Society, with Head-
quarters then in Williamsport, Pa., into
launching its own missionary weekly
paper.

PRINTING A NEW ADVANCE STEP
With no one in the organization at

the time who had a practical experi-
ence in printing, it was indeed a faith
venture, of which the founder had be-
come quite familiar by that time. His
policy to a great extent was, “Wait on
the Lord until you know you are right
and then go ahead,” believing that
God would supply the need. Conse-
quently, with the conviction that the
purchase of a printing press would
greatly assist in the project of putting
out doctrinally-sound literature in dif-
ferent ways and through various chan-
nels, the purchase was made and the
press installed in the early 1900’s,
which resulted in the “Union Gospel
Press.”
The Press became a medium to en-

courage other consecrated Gospel
Workers to undertake colportage work,
and bring the printing of same within

the reach of people with limitedmeans.
An earnest, studious and zealous

pastor in Eastern Pennsylvania, Rev.
W. S. Hottel, feeling the urge of getting
plain and sound Bible teaching into his
own Sunday School, undertook writ-
ing a two-page sheet weekly, com-
menting on the International Uniform
Sunday School Lessons. By the aid of
the above-named Press, it soon was
extended to a four-page leaflet, and
finally became the nucleus of the pres-
ent “Christian Life Series” of quarter-
lies and other helps on the Interna-
tionalUniformSundaySchool Lessons,
with this pastor as the chief Expositor.
God has proved Himself “strong” to

turn the “things which are not” into the
“things that are.” It possibly would be
safe to say that, at the outset, every
machine’s first turns (after brief in-
structions from experienced printers)
were made by Rev. Musselman and
assisted by inexperienced but conse-
crated and willing helpers. Consecrat-
ed hearts and hands have made the
work of printing Christian literature sa-
cred, for it broadened the horizon of
Gospel Work and brought the seem-
ingly insignificant worker into touch
with practically every nation on the
earth. The Gospel seed sown, whether
by brain or brawn, whether by tongue
or ink, shall bring its harvest.

Progressive Missionary Report
(A reprint of a report published in the late 1950s.)

Gospel Workers singing and giving their testimonies in downtown Canton, Ohio, in 1929
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SUGGESTIONS
As one contacts the general run of

Christians, one findsmany who are es-
tablished inChristian faith. That is, they
have been born again through believ-
ing that Jesus is the Christ and that His
death and resurrection has opened up
the way to Heaven to them. They are
“loosed” from their sins and coarse
worldly activities. Nor do they relish the
fellowship of those that are worldly
minded. The trend toward modern
thinking, skeptical thinking—is dis-
tasteful to them. Their interest lies in
winning precious souls from Satan’s
cesspools of degradation and from the
doubts and fears attending unbelief
and skepticism and guiding to safety
the sheep without a shepherd. They
have given themselves definitely into
the Lord’s hands. They are willing and
wish to “occupy” in worthy measures
to accomplish their end. They are wait-
ing upon the Lord for directions into
that which is assuring and promising of
eternal fruit, but they have not yet been
directed into active Christian work.

The Gospel Worker
Society, with its many
phases of activities in
mission meetings
and colportage work
and the publishing in-
terests, is a fitting
opening for such
consecrated lives. It
is an institution which
requires intelligence,
determination, and
stickability. Intelli-
gence is needed to
discern true values
and determines an
occupation in that
which is profitable to
themselves and oth-
ers. Stickability is es-
sential to the success
of any life anywhere.
God’s call to service
in any capacity is a
life obligation tomake
Christ known,whether

in public or private, single or double.
The Apostle Paul determined that
Christ should be magnified in his body
whether by life or by death.
It is the roving spirit which predom-

inates so many lives that causes so
much unrest in mind, and heart dis-
satisfaction. It is the reaching beyond
one’s measure in an effort to excel his
fellows, which frequently lands people
in the land of nowhere, disgruntled

THE SITE WHERE THE WORK IS
CARRIED ON
The present site of the Gospel

Worker Society headquarters in
Cleveland, Ohio, is at the corner of
Brookpark and Broadview Roads, in
Cleveland, at the intersection of two
highways. A one-story square building
for the printing interests, the book
store, the mail order department and a
conveniently-arranged building for the
home of the members of the organiza-
tion are on the same grounds.

OPPORTUNITY FOR MISSIONARY
WORK FOR CHRISTIAN WOMEN
There is a wide range of opportuni-

ty opened in the Gospel Worker Soci-
ety for young women who realize a
definite call to soul-saving work. There
is no school of the Arts represented
here, but rather a school of practical
application of the Arts in which it is
possible to develop any latent adept-
ness or talent, whether it be in figures
and letters, brain or brawn—head or
manual labor. This is made possible by

the variety of work both in the Plant
and in the Home.
Any devoted Christian woman,

who desires to work for the Lord,
whether well educated and talented,
or not, can find work here. If you are
at all interested, we invite you to write
us and tell us about it, and we shall
join with you in prayer that you may
come to fully know God’s will in the
matter.

THE LORD BURIES HIS WORKERS
BUT CARRIES ON THE WORK
The founder and President of the

movement passed away into the pres-
ence of the Lord, whom he loved and
devotedly served, February 21, 1938,
but the work is going forward in the
Name of the Lord and under His guid-
ance and by His blessing.
Miss M. E. Musselman, daughter of

the founder, who for years labored by
the side of her father, is the present
President, serving also as the treasur-
er of the organization. She is assisted
by a group of consecrated and earnest
Christian women, who give all their
time, energy, and strength to the work.
The Gospel Worker Society contin-

ues its operations in mission and col-
portage work in several cities, with
street services and tract distribution,
on the original basis; namely, faith in
God for the supply of every need and
works in accordance with that faith, to
give the Gospel voice, feet and hands.
A great deal of Gospel literature, in-

cluding a large quantity of tracts, is dis-
tributed free in hospi-
tals, penal institutions,
and through mission-
aries who labor in the
neglected and difficult
fields throughout the
country. Our literature
is sent out to many
countries of the world.
Someof it is translated
into other languages
by Christian leaders
and missionaries. We
assist as far as possi-
ble in extending mis-
sionary work, in home
and foreign fields. This
is the cause to which
we are dedicated and
for which we give our
lives. The Gospel
Worker Society and
the Union Gospel
Press are in every
sense of the word a
real missionary en-
terprise. Evangelism and Bible teach-
ing by the printed page, and every oth-
er proper form, is our chief aim.
Due, therefore, to the character of

the organization andwork, there are no
salaried officials in the organization. It
is strictly a nonprofit enterprise, but fur-
nishes the perpetual care of its mem-
bers through health, sickness or death,
on condition that itsmembers are in full
accord with the Society’s purposes.

Music was a very important part of the Gospel Workers’ ministry. At street meetings they
would sing hymns of praise and worship and then give their personal testimonies. Each
Gospel Worker learned to play a musical instrument—usually a guitar, banjo, or mandolin.
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and unable to settle to anything that
promises permanence.
In this mind-training age, it is well to

take advantage of the educational
privileges within one’s range. Equally
well is it to always keep in mind that if
education leaves one unable to think
for himself and to think soberly—not
more highly than he ought, or that lies
within his range of faith as expressed
in Romans 12:3—he has been educat-
ed beyond his intelligence and is in
danger of making ship-wreck of faith.

SPECIAL FEATURE OF INTEREST
Occasional speaking in the chapel

by sound Bible teachers, whether
guest or specially-arranged speakers
or programs, at the Headquarters or
Mission chapel.
These Bible-teaching periods are a

source of spiritual education and sat-
isfaction of soul to both young and
older Workers. Our younger Bible stu-
dents find this feature a real recreation
from general duty and relaxation for
the mind. It is aside from the practical
missionary service in Plant and Home,
but by no means least in importance.
Each service is looked forward to by
both speakers and listeners at the
Headquarters, as well as by atten-
dants at the Mission chapel.

THE WEEKDAY’S SCHEDULE
Rising call at 5:30 A.M., in prepara-

tion for devotional period in Bible
Reading, first individual and then in a
group. Breakfast 6:30 A.M. Morning
worship 7 A.M.
Work in the Plant scheduled for 8

hours, beginning 8 A.M. Evening meal
5:30 P.M., followed by short worship in
the dining room. Later activities in-
clude various duties for the upkeep of
the Home, music practice, or other
preparations for tract distribution and
outdoor services, or other calls to as-
sist in Gospel services, or entire relax-
ation and rest.
Curfew, 10 P.M.
PrivateBible readingor study is aper-

sonal enjoyment also before retiring.

REQUIREMENTS
1. A personal testimony to the experi-
ence of regeneration by the power
of the Holy Spirit and the Word of
God, literally, the newbirth accord-
ing to John 3:1-8; I John 5:1-5.

2. Recommendation of Christian
character by some reliable indi-
vidual Christian or Church.

3. Interested in the work of soul-sav-
ing, compassion for the lost of
earth, “choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin
for a season” (Heb. 11:25), willing
to pass by the baubles of mere
sensual pleasure in view of eternal
pleasures at the Lord’s right hand.

4. Modesty in dress and appearance
as adopted by the Society—not
ambitious for top styles or fash-
ions, hair do’s and shoes.

5. Willingness to submit to the judg-
ment of those in authority as to
placement of your service, in the
working schedule, who give due
consideration to adeptness, abili-
ty, individuality and personality of
the Workers.

6. Scriptural prayer life and a definite
call to selfless devotion in com-
passion for the lost of earth.

7. The pledge of loyalty to Christ and
the Word of God.

A GIST OF DOCTRINAL BELIEF
We stand on the entire Word of God

as the sole basis and foundation of our
belief and the final authority in faith,
doctrine and life.
We believe in the Old and New Tes-

taments as verbally inspired of God;
inerrant in the original writings, and
that they are the final authority in faith,
doctrine, and life.
We believe in: The only true and liv-

ing God, infinite, eternal, unchange-
able, existing in three Persons—Fa-
ther, Son and Holy Spirit.
The Virgin Birth and essential Deity

of Jesus Christ, begotten of the Holy
Spirit.
The physical resurrection of Jesus

Christ from the dead.
The guilty and lost condition of all

men everywhere outside of Jesus
Christ, and the necessity of the new
birth—the Divine quickening.
Salvation by faith through the sub-

stitutionary sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
The infilling of the Holy Spirit for the

Child of God.
The life of Christian victory through

faith in and obedience to Jesus Christ
under the constraint of love by the
Holy Spirit.
Prayer for the sick in accordance

with the Word of God.
The imminent Return of JesusChrist

for His saints.
The physical resurrection of all

men—the saints to everlasting joy and
bliss, the lost to everlasting torment.
The personal and bodily Return of

our Lord Jesus Christ to earth to set up
His literal Kingdom.

OFFICERS

Executive Committee
M. E. MUSSELMAN, Chairman
J. P. STABLEY, Secretary
A. F. HEFFNER
M. A. SNYDER
M. E. ZIEGLER
A. L. HALTEMAN
M. G. HALDEMAN
M. M. NELSON
M. D. LONGABAUGH
H. M. VANBILLIARD
E. L. ZIMMERMAN
H. M. ROTHERMEL

Advisory Board
REV. C. LESLIE MILLER, Chairman
REV. P. T. STENGELE
REV. W. S. HOTTEL
T. T. MUSSELMAN �

Gospel Workers singing and giving testimonies on Cleveland’s Public Square in 1936
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BELIEVE it or (?) there are over 100 people in the above
picture—110, to be exact—members of the GOSPEL

WORKER SUNDAY SCHOOL, which is just a little over a
year old.
Meeting each Sunday morning at 9:30 A. M., in down-

town Cleveland (corner East 4th and High Streets). Being
right in the heart of the “Convention City,” we have wel-
comed and do welcome delegates from out of town. A
warm handshake awaits all visitors. Since the beginning,
the GOSPEL WORKER SUNDAY SCHOOL has welcomed
new faces nearly every Sunday.
There being no homes near the meeting place, all who at-

tend come by bus, street car, or automobile. The attendance
ofmany young people is proof beyond contradiction that the
“old-fashioned Gospel” is fully fitting for this modern age.
People, old and young alike, to-day as in every other day

since Pentecost, reach out for the Gospel when it is given
in the power of the Holy Spirit. Faith will receive when it has
something to receive. Men will take hold when there is
something to take hold of. “Faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God.”

Sunday School teachers who are hid with Christ in God
cannot but speak theWord of God and live the life of Christ.
There is a common proverb afloat which may be true: “THE
HAND THAT ROCKS THE CRADLE RULES THE WORLD,”
but the eternal destiny of many a child has rested in the
hand of the Sunday School teacher. Nearly all human be-
ings (though they be “bad boys” in the Sunday School) re-
spond to other HUMAN beings filled with the Spirit of God.
Sunday School teachers, whether men or women, can be
tender without being spineless; can show the love of God
without sacrificing righteous principles. The eternal God’s
righteous indigation against sin and also His unfathomable
love for us sinners shines forth from the Cross on which the
Prince of Glory died.
The lone account of the Boston Sunday School teacher

who went in anguish of heart, on a working day to visit one
of his class (Dwight L. Moody) should inspire every Sunday
School teacher.

W. B. Musselman, Supt.
William Mort, Ass’t. Supt. �

The Gospel Worker Sunday School
(This article has been reprinted from the March 2, 1940 Gospel Herald.)
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THE Gospel Workers were living in a
community, sharing working,

recreational, and living space with
many others. Rules were necessary.
Also, separation from worldly things
was strongly emphasized.
By 1956, the number of ladies living

in the Gospel Worker Society’s Home
Building had been reduced to 54. The
third floor of the building was made
into rooms. Some of the ladies moved
up there while others selected rooms
on the first and second floors. This and
other situations prompted some
changes for the “Daily Guide,” as fol-
lows.
Rising bell 6:00 A.M.
Breakfast 6:30 to 7:00 A.M.
Morning worship 7:00 to 7:30 A.M.
Working schedule 8:00 to 12:00—
12:30 to 4:30.
Regularity is most necessary for

health and even disposition—How
about meals and worship?
Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon;

dinner will be served at 5:00 P.M.
When not expected to be present at

meals, the monitor should be in-
formed; in turn the kitchen staff will be
informed.
Following dinner there is opportuni-

ty for 15minutes of prayer, Bible Study
or exhortation according to the discre-
tion of the person in charge. If at all
possible, this time of devotion should
be adhered to.
All personal rooms shall be in good

order before reporting for work in the
plant.
Extreme care shall be exercised in

matters of proper health and hygiene
conditions, such as daily brushing of
teeth, bathing, showers, personal tidi-
ness, etc.
Monday through Friday, ladies

workingwith U.G.P. shall report to their
various posts of duty and shall ob-
serve the ten minute rest periods both
morning and afternoon. All shall main-
tain a pleasant and Christian social at-
titude toward the outside employees
but all must have extreme caution in
avoiding any gossip, criticism or par-
ticipate in any conversation not pleas-
ing to the Lord. “A word spoken in due
season, how good is it” (Prov. 15:23)!
Let there be “no complaining in our
streets” (Ps. 144:14b).
Same demands for compatibility

and cooperation will be made of the

ladies living in the Gospel Worker So-
ciety Dormitory as aremade of the em-
ployees at Union Gospel Press.
Special care should be taken in

avoiding the habit of confiding per-
sonal problems and criticisms with
those who are not in sympathy with
the call and the work of the organiza-
tion.
The home shall be maintained in

good condition. Each lady doing her
part. As far as possible a homelike at-
mosphere shall be developed and
maintained. The regulations adopted
are not mandatory for the purpose of
suppressing personality and freedom
but for everyone’s protection. Any rea-
sonable request or criticism shall be
carefully and prayerfully considered
by those in charge.
Members of the Society are re-

quested to attend all services of the
Faith Memorial Church unless by pre-
vious arrangements of the monitor.
When opportunity is presented, all
shall, as far as possible, participate in
prayer and testimony, thus setting an
example for those that come in from
the outside.
When services are not in progress in

the Faith Memorial Church, anyone
desiring may attend services in
progress in Cleveland and vicinity.
Cards are available for your conven-
ience in informing the monitors. Of
course, it is understood this privilege
shall not in any way interfere with your
working schedule with the Union
Gospel Press.
Ladies not fully clad are requested

to wear a housecoat or its equivalent
in the hallways, stairways, in fact, at all
timeswhen not in their rooms, daytime
or evening.
Ladies should be fully clad and hair

“does” completed before entering the
dining room, lobby and guest hallway.
In other words, do not appear in pub-
lic rooms with hair partially groomed
and not fully clad.
It is permissible for entertainment if

agreeable to those occupying the
rooms.
Monitors are privileged at any time

to make calls in the various rooms, es-
pecially so if there is an unusual dis-
turbance.
It is permissible for occupants to ar-

range their rooms to individual tastes.
Occupants of rooms, whether single

or double, shall be held responsible for

damage to these rooms. Room dam-
age includes such things as defacing
of furniture, driving nails into walls and
breakage.
We believe that in consistency with

modesty on the part of Christian wom-
anhood we should refrain from the
wearing of immodest dress. Include in
your wardrobe dresses having sleeves
(no cap sleeves, please) and which are
of not too sheermaterials. Pleasewear
hose at all times when appearing in
public.
In all relationships with each other a

consistent spirit of tolerance, un-
selfishness and consideration for oth-
ers shall bemaintained. Games, recre-
ations, sports, both indoors and
outdoors, or vigorous walks and shop-
ping tours, etc., shall be encouraged.
Anyone desiring to make long dis-

tance telephone calls and willing to be
responsible for the charge shall take
thematter upwith the respectivemon-
itor, also pay all charges to the moni-
tor.
Due to the fact that individuals may

talk in practically all the rooms of the
home, we request no unnecessary
talking in the library. Also handle
books or magazines as quietly as pos-
sible. When one is concentrating, talk
is disturbing. The library is no sleeping
room.
The general rule is no visiting, wash-

ing or gab sessions after 10:00 P.M.
Everyone is expected to be quiet after
10:30 P.M.
When impossible to return home

before 10:30 P.M., inform your monitor
by way of the card.
It is permissible to occasionally

have snacks. The third walk-in refrig-
erator contains food thatmay be used.
Always kindly return the kitchen to its
original condition of cleanliness and
order.
Members should devote all possible

time to personal Bible study and
prayer; for this time of devotion they
may use their bedrooms, library, sit-
ting rooms or the special meditation
room provided for the purpose.
While strength is being freely given

in the exercise of the missionary call,
there must also be definite emphasis
placed upon the deepening of the spir-
itual life and drawing close to the heart
of God. Nothing solves the problem of
incompatibility as quickly as a Spirit-
filled life. �

Guides for Community Living
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To begin with, you survived the womb, not all babies do,
Into a world of troubles numbering more than a few.
With world wars, depressions, and evil abounding,
To survive as you did, is a feat quite astounding.
You passed through the minefield of childhood diseases,
Protected by grace that you might come to know Jesus.
Not only to know Him, but to serve Him as well
Rescuing sinners from the threshold of Hell.
Much has transpired during the years you’ve been granted,
And fruit is still forming from the seed that you planted—
The seed of God’s Word that fell on all kinds of soil
Which you watered with prayer and the sweat of your toil.
Thirty-six thousand five hundred twenty-five days, and still

counting!
And one fine day you’ll reach the top of the mountain,
From which, like Moses, you’ll see what’s beyond,
And not only see, but gladly respond—
To the kind words of Jesus in that wonderful chord,
“Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” �

—Darrell W. McKay.

1.

2.
3.

4. 6.

5.

7.

8.

16. 19.
20.17.

18.
15.

14.

13.9.

10. 11.

12. This is a photo of the Gospel Worker Society dining room,
taken in 1953.

Front row of tables: 1. F. L. Wismer; 2. M. A. Snyder; 3. S. H. Keen;
4. H. Musselman; 5. H. Gaerthe; 6. M. Miller; 7. V. Todd; 8. B. Jones.

Back row of tables: 9. R. Stengele; 10. M. L. Holtzapple; 11. L. F. Sipe;
12. L. L. Knopp; 13. A. Bachman; 14. L. Ebersole; 15. H. D.
Longabaugh; 16. B. Rogers; 17. R. Weiss; 18. S. Sterling; 19. M.
Junkins; 20. M. Martin.

“The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those
that published it” (Ps. 68:11).

100 Years by the Grace of God
WITH THE LORD: While this special issue of the GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES was being pre-

pared, Miss Beatrice E. Jones, one of four remaining Gospel Workers, went home to be with the Lord September 7, 2011.
We have not changed any article in which she was either featured or mentioned. The funeral service for Miss Jones was
conducted in the chapel of the Gospel Worker Society on Saturday, September 10, 2011. Although she is missed by all
who knew her, we rejoice that she is with her Lord and Saviour. The following poem was written by a friend in honor of
Miss Jones’s one hundredth birthday.
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(The following was written by Sarah G. Brun-
ner, Gospel Worker No. 23. She was a cousin of
Rev. W. B. Musselman and the sister of C. H.
Brunner, the first president of the men’s home
missionary organization the Gospel Herald So-
ciety. Mr. Brunner was also an influential leader
in the early Mennonite Brethren in Christ
Church. We have followed the original spelling
and capitalization as much as possible.)

THE founder and leader the late Rev.
W. B. Musselman to the time of

his death February 21, 1938.
Rev. W. B. Musselman was licensed

to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in the year 1883, in the Pennsylvania
Mennonite Brethren in Christ Confer-
ence. He filled different charges, when
in 1892 he was elected Presiding Eld-
er of said conference.
In 1892 BrotherMusselman got Rev.

Noah Detweiler from the Canadian
Conference to assist with Tabernacle
Meetings throughout the Pennsylva-
nia Conference. With Brother Mussel-
man’s mother [was] another [Sister in
Christ], a Mary Snyder from Coopers-
burg, Pennsylvania, as cooks for the
Brethren and to assist in the meetings
as required.
Then in the summer of 1893 they

again started with new Tabernacle
Meetings with other Sisters, D. B. Rote
and the writer’s sister, assisting. They
went to new territory, with the writer’s
brother and a few other ministering
brethren assisting. They landed the tent
on a man’s farm by the name of Christ-
man. The family were good moral, re-
spected citizens, also good church
members. Everything went along al-
right til l one of the daughters
got under conviction and got saved.
That stirred the farmer, and persecution
began and they were ordered from the
farm. The daughter was also sent from
home. Of course she found refuge
among God’s people and in the home
of Rev. W. B. Musselman, who always
had a home [for anyonewho needed it].
In the fall when the cold weather be-

gan, the ladies who had homes went
there; the others found a home at
Brother Musselman’s house. That fall
the writer’s sister again came home.
Then Brother Musselman rented a hall
. . . , where mission meetings were
held. That winter the writer’s sister got
married to a young preacher, so her
call was in another line, while the work

of the new Missionary enterprise was
carried on and new applicants came to
work for the Lord in full-time service.
So thework of spreading theGospel

in new eras was carried on with the
Rev. W. B. Musselman’s duties as Pre-
siding Elder. As another year dawned,
more applicants felt the call of yielding
their all to the Lord. The work at this
time consisted of both gentlemen and
ladies.
But as time went on, the ladies

wanted to be more fully yielded to the
Lord and His cause, so they strongly
opposed having men counted in with
the organization. So the male workers
were barred. The ladies chose the
name of “GospelWorker Society.” And
as the Rev. W. B. Musselman saw the
need of another organization for the
men only, the “Gospel Herald Society”
became a live factor in the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. C. H.
Brunner was its first president.
The Gospel Worker Society wanted

to be free from church affiliation thus
having the Society an undenomina-
tional home missionary movement.
These were not old maids either. They
were active young ladies who wanted
the Lord to have all there was of them.
One, a Sister R. J. Rote, was as full

of life and ambition as we ever had any
Worker and a regular leader, a Con-
vention in herself. She was a good
singer, preacher, and musician, and in
the home was helpful to all other
Workers who wanted to learn. She
was very good and patient with the
younger Sisters. Especially when such
showed willingness and interest in
what the leaders thought were their
strong points, Sister R. J. Rote was al-
ways willing to assist all she could,
without showing partiality. This Sister
Rote was one of the first workers in the
group when the separation took place.
In 1897, quite a few ladies stepped

out in full-time service for the Lord
from different congregations of the
Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church.
Two Sisters came from an Allentown,
Pennsylvania, churchwhere theminis-
ter stationed there was opposed to
Brother Musselman’s moves. The
writer came from the Zionsville Church
where theminister also was not too fa-
vorably impressed with the moves

Brother Musselman was making.
Then in the spring of 1898 at the An-

nual Conference of the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Church, Brother
Musselman resigned from the Presid-
ing Elder office, as he felt he needed
all his time to advance the new work
the Gospel Worker Society was un-
dertaking.
As stated before, some Workers left

all and had no place to go back to for
rest or between stationing. They al-
ways found a welcome at the home of
Rev. W. B. Musselman [and his wife,
Mary] and an open door.
About the year 1898 or 1899, the

need of a Workers’ Home was very
keenly felt. So a house was rented at
Watsontown, Pennsylvania. Then
about a year later, a larger house was
rented on Market Street in
Williamsport, Pennsylvania. A couple
years later, a larger house was rented
on Franklin Street in Williamsport.
After the Workers were there (on

Franklin Street) for a couple of years,
Brother Musselman rented a place on
Laurel Street, where the office was
moved to. There the Gospel Herald
was born. The first issue Brother Mus-
selman carried on his back to the post
office.
Often Brother Musselman talked of

the outlook of great prospects ahead
for the printed page. It seemed hard to
believe then, but as we saw the work
grow and our eyes became accus-
tomed to seeing the great things done
by the man who had faith, we were
made to say, “What hath God
wrought.”
Of course, as the work grew, print-

ing had more demands and equip-
ment was needed. A full line of Sunday
school literature was in demand, and
space was at a premium. Reverend
Musselman began to look West for a
suitable city and place to locate in.
Finally Brother Musselman got in

touch with a party who had bought a
place that was formerly used as a hos-
pital, Deaconess Home, and a Bible
school to prepare missionaries for the
foreign field.WhenBrotherMusselman
went to see the property, it seemed just
the place for the Gospel Worker Soci-
ety and the Herald Publishing House,
as our place was called, to carry on the

A Brief Sketch of the Start and Growth
of the “Gospel Worker Society”
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mistake and acted in an I-don’t-
care way or tried to hide the mis-
take, that did not pass off so eas-
ily, and one got what was coming
to you.
He spoke to us every Sunday

morning in chapel often two or
three hours at a time, but his
messages were so full and the
words were all in line with the
Word of God.
The younger workers always

sat in the front bench. As new
Workers came, the older in the
work moved back to the second
bench. After the service Rev-
erend Musselman always came
down and shook hands with the
younger Workers. He asked how
they were getting along, whether
they felt at home, whether they
were satisfied with the ways of
the Lord, gave advice to one,
and encouraged another. In a
work like this and working as we
do, when new Workers come
some are not used to sacrifice.

At times odd expressions were made,
as it would be natural for workers to-
gether who at times are tested. Of
course,word of this reached ourBroth-
er’s hearing. He often approached the
subject in a teasing way. When he saw
that the Worker was really serious, he
would in a way speak to them as a fa-
ther would, thus winning their confi-
dence, and seek to speak about their
calling into a work like this. He worked
to get their confidence so that they
would come to himwithout fear, know-
ing he was their friend.
Often businessmen, old and young,

missionaries and preachers came to
Brother Musselman for advice and
counsel, which they never failed to re-
ceive. Such was our founder and
leader, the Rev. W. B. Musselman.
No matter who carries his name, or

initials, there is only one Rev. W. B.
Musselman . . . the one we older work-
ers learned to love, honor, follow, and
respect.
But the Lord saw fit to call him home

February 21, 1938 at 11:55 A. M. Our
loss is his eternal gain. Miss him: we
certainly do. He is gone but not for-
gotten. His mind and actions speak to
us yet today as one takes a walk
through parts of the Home Building
and Union Gospel Press. “Though
dead, yet he speaketh.”

Written by S. G. Brunner
2375 West Seventh Street
Cleveland, Ohio
February 1, 1948 �

The interest of the work of the Lord
and the Society always came first in
our founder’s life and plans.
Yet often he told us, “This week so

and so was here, and we gave them a
little donation to carry on their work.
We gave them maybe,” he would say,
“$25.00.” But then his next sentence
would be, stretching forth his hands
over us Workers, as we were the audi-
ence, “If it were not for you and your
sacrifice and unceasing labor, we
would not be able to do this. Youmade
it possible.” [He ignored] his own un-
tiring labor and sacrifice, for he habit-
ually cut the night down at both ends,
late to bed and again up in the early
morning was his work day—and he
WORKED. But he never said, “I did
this and I did that.” He always count-
ed us workers in.
He also was humble. Often he

would say, “If I could not take advice
from the youngest” or “If I could not
cheerfully do what is appointed me
when I am under, I would be a tyrant
when I rule.”
As one of the men who worked

around Brother Musselman for many
years said, “Mr. Musselman was a
prince of a man.”
Brother Musselman was a man who,

when onemade amistake and he knew
it was not willfully done and [the person
was truly sorry for same],was verymer-
ciful and forgiving. Yet, if one made a

work the Lord gave us to do—
and to do so with elbow room to
expand and send forth the print-
ed page to better advantage.
So he came home to consult

with the Workers. That was one
of Brother Musselman’s strong
points, to rehearse his new plans
and projects with his subjects.
That way he learned to know
them better and also drew them
closer together. He earned their
cooperation, which always helps
to cement leaders and helpers,
and discussed his plans, making
all feel a part of the concern.
Though it might not have been
his slogan in words, in his ac-
tions he practiced “Share your
plans and they will help bear the
burden of the work.”
So, April 1, 1907 the Gospel

Worker Society Home and head-
quarters and the printing busi-
ness were moved to 2375 West
Seventh Street, Cleveland, Ohio.
The work grew, and the de-

mand for the printed page “true to the
Word” increased. More machinery
was needed to carry on the work ef-
fectively in order to meet the demands
of the people. Sunday school literature
was added to the list until a full line of
quarterlies ranging from tots to the
adults was available.
Soon remodeling and additions to

the building were necessary. The large
space and what seemed like elbow
room to waste now were too small to
meet the demands for more machin-
ery and a place to work. The much
needed wise planning of Brother Mus-
selman was met with his self-sacrific-
ing labor.
So, one addition to another was

made on the building, as work de-
manded and as the Lord supplied the
money.
Brother Musselman had a special

talent of planning, building to the best
advantage, far above any man. Yet of-
ten his one drawback was that he did
not want to run debts, as far as his
faith went, he was not slow to rebuild
or remodel—trusting the Lord to pro-
vide the needed cash. He often said he
couldmore profitably build new, which
also would have been more conven-
ient to have all on the ground floor, as
he also often mentioned. All machin-
ery and equipment on one floor—yet
he did not want to run into debt. Nei-
ther did he run ahead of the Lord, and
so as not to run the Society into debt.

Sarah G. Brunner
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Mary E. Musselman—1938 to 1945,
1950 to 1971

Thirty-three
years before
she died
(March 16,
1971), Miss
Mu s s e lm a n
wrote:
“There is no

undertaking in
the world that
can be relied
upon unless
the Lord is the

Prime Mover. When the Lord builds a
house, He begins at the foundation;
what is put into the foundation deter-
mines largely the strength of the build-
ing. A building may be praised for its
beautiful display of architecture, but if
the foundation is not firm, the super-
structure will not stand. Then again,
the base foundation has little to com-
mend if proper use is not made of it.
This is true whether speaking of a ma-
terial house, a House of State, the
family house or home, or the house of
personal character. One thing is sure,
and that is that no house can be built
without a vast amount of labor being
put into it. There must be determina-
tion to accomplish something worth-
while” (personal papers).
Miss Mary Euphie Musselman was

the youngest daughter of the late
founder, Rev.
W. B. Mussel-
man, and his
wife, Mary (née
Overholtzer).
She dedicated
her l ife to
spreading the
Lord's Word
by joining the
Gospel Worker
Society at the
age of thirteen.
No job was too
menial for her. Sheworked in the Com-
posing Room and served in various
capacities in the Printing Department.
When her father suffered a stroke in
1928, Miss Musselman became his
eyes and feet. In doing so and by be-
ing at her father's side each one of his
remaining days, she learned the busi-
ness inside and out.
When the founder went to be with

the Lord, Miss Musselman stepped in
as president and treasurer of the
Gospel Worker Society and Union
Gospel Press and became chair-
woman of the Board of the Incorpo-
rated Trustees of the Gospel Worker
Society by unanimous vote of the
Board. At the same time she was con-
centrating on training Rev. W. Bruce
Musselman, the founder's grandson,
in the work. Her goal was to see this
ministry flourish for the glory of the
Lord. It was on her watch that the
founder's vision of a single-floor pub-
lishing company was realized with the
move to the present location. She also
oversaw the transition of all the work
being done by Gospel Workers to the
hiring of people from the outside.
For a woman to have accomplished

all that Mary E. Musselman did as a
businesswoman and leader at that
particular time is proof of God's bless-
ing and providence.

Rev. W. Bruce Musselman
Rev. Bruce

Mu s s e lm a n
was the son of
the founder's
oldest child,
Paul. Bruce
had been in
touch with his
g rand fa t he r
prior to his
passing and ar-
rived in Cleve-
land just min-

utes before Rev. W. B. Musselman
went to be with the Lord. Bruce was in
his grandfather's room at the time.
That was February 21, 1938.
On April 15, 1938, Bruce was ac-

cepted into the Society and became
the assistant treasurer of the Gospel
Worker Society and Union Gospel
Press and was named assistant to the
president. He continued in this min-
istry, and even served as president for
a time until he had to step aside from
activities in the Society for health rea-
sons, and Miss Mary Musselman was
reelected president.
Upon acceptance of his initial posi-

tion with the Gospel Worker Society
and Union Gospel Press, Rev. W.
Bruce Musselman said, "To be faithful
where God has placed me is the mot-
to of my life" (Gospel Herald, Spring
1938).

Julia Pearl Stabley—1971 to 1990
Miss Julia P.

Stabley con-
fessed her
Saviour at an
early age and
joined the
Gospel Worker
Society on
June 21, 1931.
She had a
business col-
lege back-
ground, and

her first assignment called for her to be
secretary to the General Office super-
visor and controller of Union Gospel
Press. She later served as vice presi-
dent of the Gospel Worker Society un-
der Miss M. E. Musselman and secre-
tary of the Trustee Board.
Miss M. E. Musselman, daughter of

the founder, went home to be with the
Lord on March 16, 1971, after serving
as president of the organization for
over thirty years. The Board elected
Miss Stabley president of the Gospel
Worker Society and editor in chief of
Union Gospel Press.
At that time Union Gospel Press had

a strong management team in place,
including another of the founder's
grandsons. Hence Miss Stabley was
able to concentrate on things at the
Home Building, including property
dispersal and acquisitions, donations
to missionaries and Christian organi-
zations, and repairs and improve-
ments to the building. The dynamics of
the Gospel Worker Society were
changing also, and discussions need-
ed to take place about the future of the
organization and the publishing com-
pany. All of this was on Miss Stabley’s
plate. Then, because of retirements, it
became necessary for the Gospel
Workers to again take a more hands-
on approach regarding Union Gospel
Press. Thanks to Miss Stabley’s man-
agement style and grace, the transi-
tion period went smoothly and em-
ployee retention rose to its highest rate
in many years.
Miss Stabley started each day with

Psalm 19:14 and Ephesians 6 so that,
as she said, she would "have on the
whole armor of God." Her favorite
verse reflects theway she lived her life:
"The Lord shall fight for you, and ye
shall hold your peace" (Exod. 14:14),

Our Presidents
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Grace Mildred Todd—2010 to pres-
ent

Grace Mil-
dred Todd was
one of fourteen
children. She
grew up in a
small town
near Allen-
town, Pennsyl-
vania. She was
saved at the
age of sixteen
and knew she
wanted to

serve the Lord. She attended Berean
Bible School for two years. Her pastor,
the Reverend C. Leslie Miller, wrote for
the Gospel Herald and traveled to
Cleveland each week to speak at a
weeknight service in the Gospel Work-
er Society's chapel. He explained to
Miss Todd how God could use her in
this ministry.
Miss Todd arrived in Cleveland La-

bor Day weekend of 1953 at the age of
nineteen. She was assigned to the
Composing Room and remained there
until the typesetting became comput-
erized. Miss Todd was transferred to
the General Office. In 1975 she was
assigned to assist with preparing
manuscripts to
be typeset and
proofreading
galleys, which
she did unti l
1982.
Miss Todd

then returned
to the General
Office, where
she had many
duties and be-
came assis-
tant supervi-
sor. She also helped out in the Union
Gospel Press retail bookstore as
needed. Finally she "retired" on De-
cember 31, 2000. What she actually
did was simply trade one job for an-
other because in retirement, Miss
Todd helped out elderly members of
her church on a regular schedule.
On July 30, 2010, Miss Todd was

elected president of the Incorporated
Trustees of the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty and editor in chief of Union Gospel
Press; thus she has come out of re-
tirement. In the short time she has
been in office, many matters have
been taken care of quickly and effi-
ciently. A timetable for completing var-

will for her at that time. Instead, she
took a secretarial job at a large Bible-
believing church in a suburb of Cleve-
land.
Eventually, Beryl met and married

Andy Bidlen, a strong Christian and a
widower with three children. They en-
joyed the strength and happiness of a
goodChristianmarriage for over twen-
ty-one years, until Andy succumbed to
cancer. It was then that the Lord
opened the door for Beryl to return to
the Gospel Worker Society. She did so
in June of 1986, almost forty years to
the day after she had originally arrived.
She returned to the Editorial Depart-
ment.
Mrs. Bidlen was elected secretary

and then vice president of the Gospel
Worker Society following her return.
When Miss Stabley retired, Mrs.
Bidlen was elected president of the
Gospel Worker Society and editor in
chief of Union Gospel Press. Her goal
was to return to the hands-on presi-
dency that
Miss Mary
Mu s s e lm a n
had enjoyed.
Mrs. Bidlen
maintained of-
fices in both
Union Gospel
Press and the
Home Build-
ing. Each had
an open door
policy.
During Mrs.

Bidlen's presidency, she hosted two
open houses for employees, families,
and friends—one in 1995 to celebrate
the one hundredth anniversary of the
founding of the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty and one in 2002 to celebrate the one
hundredth anniversary of Union
Gospel Press. A published invitation
was extended to the surrounding
neighborhood for the 2002 open
house, and delicious refreshments
were served at both. Mrs. Bidlen also
hosted an employee and spouse
catered dinner. An appreciation pin
showing years of service was present-
ed to each employee.
Mrs. Bidlen resigned the presidency

and retired from active work in the
Gospel Worker Society just shy of her
eighty-sixth birthday in 2010. She is
president emeritus and helps out
wherever she can. She provided much
information for this special issue of the
Gospel Herald and The Sunday School
Times.

as does a note found in her personal
papers: “There may be times when
you are sorry for something you said,
sorry you stayed too late, or sorry that
you went home too early, sorry that
you won something or that you lost,
but all of your life you will never be sor-
ry that you were kind.”
In 1990, after serving as president

for nineteen years and being of ad-
vanced age, Miss Stabley wanted to
see someone
else take office
while she was
still able to be
of assistance
where needed
but not have
the overall re-
sponsibility for
the operation.
As a result, at
the Board of
Trustees meet-
ing following
the May 1990 Conference, Miss Stab-
ley declined the nomination for presi-
dent.
Miss Stabley lived every one of her

remaining seventeen years for the
Lord. On August 9, 2007, a visiting
employee asked Miss Stabley
whether she was tired. Her reply: "No,
I can't do anything but lie here and
pray. That never makes me tired." On
August 12, 2007, her precious Lord
called Julia P. Stabley home to be with
Him forever.

BerylChadwickBidlen—1990 to2010
In June of

1946, Beryl
C h a d w i c k
Wood arrived
in Cleveland,
Ohio, having
traveled from
upstate New
York. She had
come to join
the Gospel
Worker Socie-
ty. She was

just twenty-one years old, yet in a few
years she was named editor of the
Gospel Herald.
In 1957 Beryl resigned from the

GospelWorker Society tomarry one of
the late founder's sons, a widower (T.
T. Musselman, Sr.). She was a great
helpmate to her husband until his
death seven years later. Beryl had in-
tended to return to the Gospel Worker
Society, but that was not the Lord's (Continued on page 61)
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A group of Gospel Workers in front of frozen Lake Erie, near their

farm in Perry, Ohio, in January 1942

The Early Days

1914 Annual Confere

During t

ciety’s fou

Five of the Musselman women: seated are Mrs.
W. B. Musselman (left), the founder’s wife and the
former Mary Overholtzer, and Lucy Musselman, the
founder’s mother; standing from left to right are
Mary and Sallie, the founder’s daughters, and Hat-
tie Musselman, the founder’s sister.
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Miss S. Kuntz and Miss L. Svacha playing infront of the courthouse in Williamsport, Penn-
sylvania

ence, Cleveland, Ohio

he early years of the Gospel Worker Society, the members wore bonnets, as those pictured here. The So-

nder, Rev. W. B. Musselman, is standing left.
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THE 1950s brought many changes
to both the Gospel Worker Socie-

ty and Union Gospel Press. The
Gospel Workers added an Advisory
Council in addition to the Board of
Trustees. Up until September 1951,
two additions of the Gospel Herald
were published—one was the Col-
portage Edition (color cover) and the
other was the Subscription Edition
(black-and-white cover). In 1951 they
were combined into one edition with a
color cover.
During this era, the organization

was able to provide hospitalization
for its employees, the Society's by-
laws were revised, and an electrical
and carpenter shop was built with a
caretaker's apartment (the Annex,
1952). Also, more of the work at
Union Gospel Press was being han-
dled by hired personnel, although
many of the Gospel Workers contin-
ued working in the Editorial Depart-
ment, the Composing Room, and the
General Office.
Rev. C. Leslie Miller, a frequent con-

tributor to the Gospel Herald, was
hired as General Manager through ne-
gotiations with the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Church. He was
named pastor of the Gospel Worker
Society Headquarters Chapel in Sep-
tember of 1954.
A special feature was added to the

Gospel Herald for the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Church so that they
could use it in their publication. In
1954 the names of several of our Sun-

day school papers were changed.
Our Jewels became My Jewels;
Young People's Delight became My
Delight; and Juvenile Pleasure be-
came My Pleasure. By 1958 Union
Gospel Press, in addition to the
"Christian Life Series," was handling
three outside printing jobs: The Fel-
lowship, a quarterly magazine for the
General Association of Baptists; The
Answer, for the Cathedral of Tomor-
row (the Humbard Family ministry);
and The Trumpeter, for a Jewish or-
ganization.
The publishing ministry continued

to increase, and Union Gospel Press
material was being shipped all around
the world.
The Gospel Worker Society was ex-

periencing changes as well. A farm
had been purchased in Columbia Sta-
tion, Ohio, for the Gospel Workers to
go to on weekends or for short vaca-
tions. There weremore than three hun-
dred apple trees there, as well as room
for the cows, horses, and chickens
that were moved from the farm in Per-
ry, Ohio, that the Society had owned
previously. There was a uniform
change in 1954. By 1956 uniforms
were discontinued and street clothes
(within very specific guidelines) were
allowed. A fire alarm system was in-
stalled in the Headquarters. The
Gospel Workers, as well as the em-
ployees, were enrolled in a healthcare
plan.
The public services held in the

Gospel Worker Society Chapel had
grown to the extent that the Sunday
school classes were held in the music
room in the basement, in the reception
room, the library, and both sitting
rooms on the second floor. Subse-
quently, plans were made to erect a
church on the far east end of the So-
ciety's property for public worship.
The name would be Faith Memorial
Church, and steps were taken to fi-
nance the building of the church so
that it would be independent from the
Gospel Worker Society.

New Beginnings

Our General Office personnel in January 1958. Miss Vera McKinney can be seen seated center
right. Standing behind her in the back row is Gospel Worker Grace Wolf.

Group of Gospel Workers 1953
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lunchroom, the packing room, and
the General Office area. It also pro-
vided better space for the retail book-
store. That same year the Gospel
Worker Society purchased a house in
Sarasota, Florida, to be used as a va-
cation retreat, especially for the older
ladies.
Another grandson (T. T. Musselman,

Jr.) of the founder started to work at
Union Gospel Press as an expediter in
1958. By 1959 he was handling sever-
al of the duties of a superintendent. In
June of 1959, Rev. C. Leslie Miller left
Union Gospel Press and T. T. Mussel-
man, Jr. took over the duties of the
General Superintendent.
During the 1960s a lot of equipment

at Union Gospel Press was replaced
with newer models, and air-condition-
ing was installed.
In 1962, the Pittsburgh mission

closed. The Gospel Workers from
there spent some time at the house in
Sarasota. That same year the Saraso-
ta home was host to the beginning of
the Christian and Missionary Alliance
Church of Sarasota. Rev. Mr. and Mrs.
Hemming had been meeting with
great difficulty in trying to start a
church in Florida. After praying about
this, Mrs. Hemming opened the tele-
phone book and saw the name of
Mary E. Musselman, whom she knew
from Cleveland. They went to the ad-
dress and found several Gospel
Workers there. They started holding
meetings in this home with Rev. Hem-
ming as minister until eventually they

receiving paychecks. The third floor of
theGospelWorker HomeBuildingwas
renovated, and several of the ladies
moved there. Others remained on the
second floor, while somemoved to the
first floor. (There were fifty-four Gospel
Workers at this time.) Clothes closets
were installed, and the rooms were
painted.
It was decided that outside adver-

tising would be accepted for some of
the adult publications. In 1958 an ad-
dition was put on the west end of
Union Gospel Press, enlarging the

A piece of property (three hundred-
foot frontage) was sold to Faith Me-
morial Church. A bond issue (available
in any amount, to mature in ten years,
at 5 percent interest) and donations fi-
nanced the actual building.
In the mid 1950s the Gospel Worker

Society and Union Gospel Press
bookkeeping records were set up sep-
arately. The Gospel Workers started

The Union Gospel Press art department in 1959—at right is Miss Esther Snavely and left fore-
ground is Woody Henry, who was still contributing illustrations for our publications through 2010. He
went home to be with the Lord in 2011. (The other artist cannot be identified.)

During a tour of the Union Gospel Press building, T. T. Musselman, Jr., grandson of the late founder
and then General Superintendent, shows the web press to the Gospel Workers.

Miss Anna Bachman feels right at home sitting
in front of a linotype machine in the Composing
Room, where she was supervisor for many
years.
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were able to rent a place to hold meet-
ings. The house was later sold in
1963.
In January of 1963 a new lunchroom

for the office was made. Hot and cold
beverages were supplied free of
charge.
In April 1963 a new offset press was

purchased. The existing presses were
wearing out, and it was hard to find
parts. This one new press would elim-
inate all the other presses. It took four
men to operate it and was much
faster. That press is still in operation
today.
In May of 1964, Rev. W. S. Hottel,

who had been on the Gospel Worker
Society Advisory Board and who had
written lesson expositions for the Bible
Expositor and Illuminator for over forty
years, went home to be with the Lord.
His nephew, Rev. Arthur Hottel, had
been trained to take his place.
There were thirty-five Gospel Work-

ers in attendance at the 1964 Annual
Conference.
During the 1960s, the parking lot at

Union Gospel Press was enlarged, the
Gospel Worker Society parking lot
was enlarged, the land between the
Home Building and Faith Memorial
Church was sold (resulting in a fast-
food chain restaurant being built,
much to the delight of our employees).
Miss Musselman also took a group of

the ladies on a trip from Cleveland
through Canada, Washington State,
Oregon, and Montana.
Miss Mary E. Musselman, youngest

daughter of the founder, Rev. William
Brunner Musselman, went home to be
with the Lord on March 16, 1971, after
spending over sixty years in the work
of the Lordwith theGospelWorker So-

ciety and carrying the responsibilities
of the presidency for nearly thirty
years. Her leadership has gone un-
equaled. Her business sense was re-
markable, as was her father's before
her. And her love, efforts, and devotion
to the work of the Lord were endless.
She has been, and will continue to be,
sorely missed. �

Miss Grace Todd enjoyed returning to her old stomping grounds,
the Composing Room, which has since been replaced by computers.

Born with the Greatest Honor
BY A. F. HEFFNER

ACERTAIN man of God, speaking on the Virgin
Birth of Jesus Christ, said, “Nobody, king or

prince, was ever born with the great honor Jesus was
born with.” As I listened to this I almost thought he
must be mistaken. Although Jesus was presented
with gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh, yet I doubt
that those gifts compared with the extravagant
preparations and gifts some earthly heirs to thrones
receive at their coming into the world (for instance,
just recently when the heir to the Egyptian throne was
expected to arrive, the outfit for him was worth no
less than fifteen thousand dollars, besides other
stacks of fancy clothes). As this was passing through
my mind, it also came to me, many may come with
greater riches and honor at the time, but there is none
that is not forgotten in a short time after their decease

and their riches pass on to another; but the King of
Glory is not forgotten. These nineteen centuries there
are many still honoring His birthday every year, al-
though many in form only. But as I was up in a high
building one Christmas Eve and saw red and other
colored lights in windows all around, it came so sweet
and forcibly to me, “These are all in honor of our Re-
deemer’s birth”; and my heart rejoiced to think that
down through nineteen centuries many, many people
are honoring the coming of the Christ Child. O that
they would give Him a place in their hearts and ac-
cept and honor Him as their personal Saviour and
Friend, for to this end was He born. “Thou shalt call
His Name Jesus; for He shall save His people from
their sins,” and we are all His People if we yield our
lives to Him and accept Him. �



THE Incorporated Trustee Board of
the Gospel Worker Society con-

sists of Miss Grace M. Todd, presi-
dent; Miss Vera N. McKinney, assis-
tant treasurer; Mrs. Beryl C. Bidlen,
president emeritus; Mr. Robert D. An-
drews, secretary and treasurer; Rev-
erend Lanny C. Akers, payroll; and
Reverend Darrell W. McKay.

Miss Todd joined the Gospel Work-
er Society in 1953. She worked in the
ComposingRoomfor several years, set-

ting material
on the linotype
machines. She
later worked in
the Editorial
Depa r tmen t
doing markup.
She then was
made assis-
tant supervisor
of the General
Office. After re-
tiring for a time
and doing vol-

unteer work, Miss Todd was elected
president and editor in chief in 2010.

Miss McKinney joined the Gospel
Worker Society in 1956 and became

secretary to
Miss Mary
Musse lman ,
the late foun-
der’s daughter,
who was then
p r e s i d e n t .
E v e n t u a l l y
Miss McKin-
ney served as
treasurer of the
Gospel Worker
Society and
Union Gospel

Press. Although now retired from
Union Gospel Press, her duties as as-
sistant treasurer keep her busy, and
she helps out anywhere she is needed.

Mrs. Bidlen first joined the Gospel
Worker Society in 1946. She was
made editor of the Gospel Herald.
However, in 1957, she married one of
the sons of the late founder. Following
her husband’s death, she worked as a
church secretary, where she met and
married Andrew Bidlen. Following Mr.
Bidlen’s death, she returned to the
Gospel Worker Society in 1986. She
became supervisor of the Theological
Editorial Department in 1987 and was

elected presi-
dent of the
Gospel Worker
Society and
Union Gospel
Press in 1990.
Following her
retirement in
2010, Mrs.
Bidlen has led
a quiet life of
contemplation
and prayer in

the Society’s Home Building.

Mr. Robert D. Andrews became fa-
miliar with the Gospel Worker Society
as a young teenager when his family

attended Faith
M e m o r i a l
Church. He
joined the
Gospel Worker
Society as a
full-time em-
ployee in May
of 1994. In ad-
dition to his
Boardduties as
secretary and
treasurer, Mr.
Andrews han-

dles Accounts Payable for both the
Gospel Worker Society and Union
Gospel Press and is supervisor of the
Home Building kitchen staff and
housekeeping. He has been extreme-
ly successful at trimming expenses
without sacrificing quality. He alsowas
predominately responsible for spear-
heading the addition of two large-print
publications to the “Christian Life Se-
ries”—the Bible Expositor and Illumi-
nator and Adult Bible Class. Mr. An-
drews is also an accomplished pianist
who often plays at special services in
the Gospel Worker Society Chapel.

Reverend Lanny C. Akers hails
from the Akron,
Ohio, area. He
holds degrees
fromBobJones
University and
the University
of Akron. Rev-
erend Akers
first became
a c q u a i n t e d
with theGospel
Worker Socie-
tywhenhe took

over the pastorate at Faith Memorial
Church in 1965. From 1978 to 1982, he
served as supervisor of the Theologi-
cal Editorial Department at Union
Gospel Press. He left to care for his in-
fant son after being widowed. He re-
turned to the Gospel Worker Society in
1984 and has wornmany different hats
between then and now, including be-
ing vice president of the Incorporated
Trustees of the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty for over fifteen years. Presently Rev-
erend Akers handles editorial matters,
helps process the payroll, and assists
the president wherever needed.
ReverendDarrellW.McKay surren-

dered his life to Jesus Christ while em-
ployed as a radio broadcaster in his na-
tive Maine. Upon graduating from
MoodyBible Institutewith a bachelor of

arts and from
W h e a t o n
G r a d u a t e
School with a
master of arts,
R e v e r e n d
McKay pas-
tored three
churches over
the next thirty-
two years. For
thirteen years
he taught in the
evening school

of Moody Bible Institute, and he has
made overseas mission trips to
Cameroon, Russia, China, and the
Philippines. His association with
Union Gospel Press began as a writer
in 1995, and he has often stated that
when he receives a new writing as-
signment, it is like Christmas morning.
Reverend McKay was appointed to

the Trustee Board of the Incorporated
Trustees of the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty in 2010. He resides with his wife of
over fifty years, Judy, in Sugarcreek,
Ohio.
The ultimate job of the Board of

Trustees is to see that the Gospel
Worker Society and Union Gospel
Press stay on the course that was set
in 1895 by the founder, Rev. W. B.
Musselman. All is done with the initial
goal in mind, seeing that God’s Word
is distributed to as many people as
possible through the printed page.
The Society has been blessed with
three dedicated Christian gentlemen
to help fulfill God’s will for their min-
istry. God’s grace is endless! �

The Trustee Board
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YESTERDAY
Union Gospel Press is a nonprofit

organization that publishes nonde-
nominational, fundamental Christian
literature. The first seed of this en-
deavor was planted in 1895 under the
direction of Rev. William Brunner Mus-
selman, a Mennonite preacher from
Pennsylvania, who then was Presiding
Elder of the Eastern Pennsylvania
Conference of the Mennonite Brethren
in Christ.
On 5 January 1895, in Annandale,

New Jersey, Reverend Musselman
and seven women began the Home
Missionary Society of the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ. The purpose of the

Workers” was the name by which the
women missionaries had come to be
known.
In 1898, feeling that the Lord want-

ed him to devote all his time to the So-
ciety’s missionary work, Reverend
Musselman prevailed on the Mennon-
ite Brethren in Christ to release him
from his position as Presiding Elder.
This they did, and in that same year
the Gospel Worker Society became a
nondenominational organization un-
der Reverend Musselman’s leader-
ship.
In its early years the Gospel Worker

Society distributed denominational lit-
erature but had no organ of its own. In

where the Gospel Worker Society then
was headquartered. This first publish-
ing organization was called the Herald
Publishing House.
The Herald Publishing House grew

quickly and, in addition to the G.W.S.
Herald, began to publish Sunday
school lesson material, which eventu-
ally grew into a full line of Sunday
school literature, the “Christian Life
Series.”
In 1907, in order to be more cen-

trally located, the Herald Publishing
House and the Gospel Worker Soci-
ety moved to new Headquarters in a
fifteen-building complex on West
Seventh Street in Cleveland, Ohio. In
1922, after much expansion and sev-
eral name changes, what had begun
as the Herald Publishing House
came to be known as Union Gospel
Press.
The Gospel Worker Society and

Union Gospel Press continued under
the direction of Rev. W. B. Musselman
from its inception until Reverend Mus-
selman’s death in 1938. At this time his
youngest daughter, MissMary E. Mus-
selman, became president of the
Gospel Worker Society and directed
the ministry of Union Gospel Press.

TODAY
As the number of publications in-

creased, Union Gospel Press was re-
modeled and enlarged. Eventually it
was decided that an up-to-date, one-
story plant would expedite produc-
tion; so in 1950 Union Gospel Press
moved to its present location at
Brookpark and Broadview Roads in
Cleveland. Today at Union Gospel
Press the work of Rev. W. B. Mussel-
man and Mary E. Musselman contin-
ues to grow under the ownership and
steadfast direction of the Incorporated
Trustees of the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty.
Since its early beginnings, Union

Gospel Press has expanded both its
facilities and its materials, but we still
publish the finest in Bible-based Sun-
day school materials and teaching
aids. All our lessons are written by re-
spected, evangelical Christian writ-
ers, and our editors are thoroughly
trained in fundamentally sound Bible
doctrine.

Union Gospel Press—
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow

The Herald Publishing House in Williamsport, Pennsylvania

Society was to reach people whom the
churches did not and to lead them to
Christ through missionary meetings,
daily colportage work, tent meetings,
and saloonwork.Missionswere set up
in gospel-neglected towns, and their
number increased as the Society
grew.
In 1896 two branches of the Home

Missionary Society were established,
one for men and one for women. In
1897 the name of the Women’s Home
Missionary Society was changed to
the Gospel Worker Society. “Gospel

1902 the first issue of the G.W.S. Her-
ald was printed. This was the nonde-
nominational organ of the Gospel
Worker Society and was intended to
be a model paper for mission work. Its
purpose was to bring sound Christian
literature into the home.
The first editions of the G.W.S. Her-

ald were printed for the Society by an
outside company, but in a short time
the Society purchased its own press
and took over printing duties. This op-
eration began in a remodeled livery
stable in Williamsport, Pennsylvania,
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cludes a special quarterly for Sunday
school superintendents and one for
people who cannot attend Sunday
school regularly.
Union Gospel Press materials are

available at prices that are quite low.
Also, our “Christian Life Series” litera-
ture contains no advertisements.

TOMORROW
Union Gospel Press continues to

grow. At the present time we are in the
process of reassessing our facilities
for improvements. All this is being
done so that we may offer our readers
top-quality literature by using themost
modern and efficient methods and
machinery.
We renovated our production meth-

ods by installing a sophisticated
computer network to streamline the
editorial process and a modern, com-
puter-controlled typesetting system to
create type electronically. A new,
state-of-the-art delivery system has
been added to our printing press to
speed flawless signatures on their way
to the Bindery.
We constantly are looking for ways

to improve our literature, and we al-
ways are eager to offer our readers the
most comprehensive and authoritative
materials.
As you can see, Union Gospel Press

retains its fine traditions of yesterday,
publishes the best Christian literature
available today, and continues to look
for better ways to serve you tomor-
row. �

supplemented with flannelgraph ma-
terials, a Bible picture chart, Bible pic-
ture cards, and quarterlies containing
correlated activities and handwork
based on the lessons. The “Christian
Life Series” also offers graded take-
home papers that are brightly illustrat-
ed and that bring the teachings of the
Scriptures into the home through
sound Christian articles. In addition,
our Sunday school curriculum in-

“Christian Life Series” literature,
based on the International Uniform
Lesson Series, is graded for all ages
from beginner to adult. All teaching
materials in our Sunday school cur-
riculum are also correlated; so the
whole family can discuss each week’s
lesson and grow in the Lord together.
Union Gospel Press offers indispen-

sable helps for the Sunday school
teacher—authoritative lesson exposi-
tions, reliable teaching suggestions,
and extensive supplementary materi-
als.
The “Christian Life Series” always

keeps in mind the needs and the in-
terests of the student. Our literature is
carefully written to adapt to the special
requirements of each age level. Cre-
ative handwork, easy-to-understand
stories about the Bible lessons, and
instructive visual aids stimulate begin-
ners, primaries, and juniors to study
God’s Word. Intermediates and sen-
iors are challenged by lesson materi-
als and study questions that encour-
age them to delve into Scripture for the
answers to problems that confront
young people today. Young adults and
adults find a wealth of in-depth Bible
study materials that help them grow in
their faith.
Union Gospel Press offers a wide

variety of Christ-centered literature.
Our teacher and class quarterlies are

Factory and living areas of one section of the former location of the Gospel Worker Society and
Union Gospel Press at West Seventh and Jefferson, Cleveland, Ohio

Present location of Union Gospel Press
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UNION GOSPEL PRESS
MANAGEMENT
The Board of Trustees is at the very

top of our organizational chart. The
Management that follows is headed by
Miss Grace M. Todd, president of the
Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel
Worker Society and editor in chief of
Union Gospel Press. She maintains an
office in the Union Gospel Press build-
ing and is there often.
Miss Todd sums up her association

with the Gospel Worker Society and
Union Gospel Press as follows: “God
has blessed me and given me oppor-
tunities to tell others about Him. I am
reminded in God’s Word that there are
those who sow, those who water, and
those who reap the harvest. We are
workers together in His vast earthly
kingdom. It has been a great privilege
for me to help send out God’s Word to
all parts of the world.
“I thank God for allowing me to be a

part of this ministry for nearly sixty
years, and I am trusting that He will
continue to use me.
“When I first came to the Gospel

Worker Society, there were many
ladies of various ages living here. As
time went on, the older ladies were
called home, and some of the younger
ones chose to go elsewhere. At the

time of this writing, there are four
women remaining. They are: Beatrice
E. Jones (born July 6, 1911), Vera N.
McKinney (born November 24, 1922),
Beryl C. Bidlen (born August 21,
1924), and myself (born March 9,

1934). Our big house is very empty
now.
“This, however, does not hinder

God’s ministry. He is still in control,
and He knows what is best for the
work here. God was the Originator of
this ministry, and only He knows what
the future holds. Until God allows this
ministry to end, He will always have
those who can direct this work for His
honor and glory.”
Miss Todd lives by the Scripture,

“For I know the thoughts that I think to-
ward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace, and not of evil, to give you an
expected end” (Jer. 29:11). She loves
knowing that the Lord verbally de-
clared His intentions for us and that
those intentions are only for the good.
He will not plan anything that will hurt
us. His plans will only prosper us as
well as give us hope and the promise
of a secure future. In other words, He
has given the believer peace of mind.
He will take care of us.
Upon becoming president, Miss

Todd, along with the Board of Trustees,
created a new position: Director of Op-
erations. They hiredMr. David Rowland
to fill this position in November of 2010.
He quickly acquainted himself with the

Getting to Know Us
BY DEBORAH SVEC REIFSCHNEIDER

Our Board of Trustees: front row, left to right: Miss Grace M. Todd and Miss Vera N. McKinney.
Back row, left to right: Rev. Lanny C. Akers, Rev. Darrell W. McKay, and Mr. Robert D. Andrews (Not
pictured: Mrs. Beryl C. Bidlen)

Mr. David Rowland, Director of Operations, is seen checking a signature hot off the press. How
different this equipment is from the handpresses used by Rev. W. B. Musselman and the ladies in
the early days! Often they had to work through the night to see that the material got out on time.
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size of the job being run, our ATF web
press runs at about 18,000 impres-
sions per hour,
meaning, for
example, that
we could run
off 70,000 to
80,000 cop-
ies of ADULT
BIBLE CLASS
(64 pages)
a day. One
unique aspect
of our web
press is that it takes four rolls of print-
ing paper and puts them into one fold-
er, creating what is called a 64-page
signature. The steps on the press in-
clude the following stages of what is
called “makeready”: bending the

p r i n t i n g
plates, putting
the plates on
the press, fill-
ing the ink
f o u n t a i n s ,
checking the
fountain solu-
tion, and
threading the
paper through
the units and

the oven (which sets the ink). Often the
makeready takes longer than it does to
run the actual job on the press.
Over theyears,wehavehad thepress

rebuilt, the dryermodified, and a closed
chilling system installed to cut downon
water usage and to keep the chill
rolls at a constant temperature. We
also replaced the press’s conventional
generator with a solid-state system,
which uses less power. The air com-

scripts, proofread galleys, and read
the finished pasteups. The grammati-
cal editors also check art for our pub-
lications, proofread typed correspon-
dence, and occasionally draft special
letters to customers.

Expediting: This is the department
that picks up the production ball once
it gets rolling and then keeps it on
track from there on in. The expediter is

responsible for knowingwhereeachpart
of every job is at any given time—and
thenmoving it on to its next destination.
Expediting is the production clearing-
house, if you will, and our link with out-
side companies who do camera, type-
setting, and illustration work for us.

Graphic Arts: This department puts
together every Union Gospel Press
publication. They use desktop pub-
lishing software (QuarkXpress and

Adobe InDesign), which involves the
combination of typestting (choosing
fonts and the
text formatting)
and graphic
design (how
type and im-
ages are put
on the page).
Our graphic
artists scan all
images that
appear in our
publications
and use graphics editing software
(Adobe Photoshop) to enhance and
edit them.

Web Press: Here is where the pro-
duction ball takes shape. With a per-
manent crew of three, which can be
expanded to five depending on the

employees in a one-on-one manner
and made sure he was brought up to
speed on each department’s duties
and status. The employees have found
him to be friendly, fair, and knowledge-
able. He also has a wonderful sense of
humor that they appreciate.

MEET UNION GOSPEL PRESS
Theological Editing: This is the de-

partment where the production ball
starts rolling. Staffed by graduates of
Christian colleges, Bible schools, and
seminaries, the Theological Depart-
ment moves the material along from

the beginning, starting with contacting
writers to supply lesson material, then
editing the manuscripts that come in
from the writers, to the end, winding
up with proofing what is called the
blueprint—the stage before the publi-
cation is actually put on the press. The
theological editors are responsible for
assigning the individual articles and
lesson material to the writers, main-
taining deadlines for the completion,
editing, and release of those assign-
ments, as well as corresponding with
readers who have comments or in-
quiries about the material.
Grammatical Editing: The other half of
Union Gospel Press’s editorial staff,
the Grammatical Department, is

staffed by college graduates with
backgrounds in language, writing, and
journalism. The department consists
of editors who are responsible for all
mechanical aspects of the material,
which include grammar, punctuation,
spell ing, conformance to Union
Gospel Press style, and the arrange-
ment of elements in any given publi-
cation. They edit the original manu-
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pressor and air dryer were replaced
with more efficient equipment.
Our web press can also do sheets

for forms, covers, order blanks, and so
forth.

Bindery: From the web press the
signatures (sections of the publication)
are sent to the Bindery to be put to-

gether. Here, on our Sheridan bindery
equipment, the signatures are collat-
ed, stitched, and trimmed. The
Bindery runs with a crew of eight plus
the supervisor. Our bindery equipment
also has the capability to fold covers
and order blanks, which come off the
web press in sheets. The Bindery crew,
after inspecting each book, stacks
them in bins, which are then readied
for the next department.

Sunday School Packing: When the
bins of finished publications arrive,

the Packing
Room crew
fills shelves,
packs boxes
with those
publications
that are or-
dered in large
q u a n t i t i e s
(one hundred
or more), and
in general pre-

pares for the quarterly shipping. Prior
to this the Packing Room already has
sent out the order blanks and all sub-
scriptions for the upcoming quarter.
When the Packing Room receives the
shipping orders, invoices for charge
orders are generated by using a bar
code wand. The Packing Room also
generates the shipping manifests for
all orders. Each order is then

shipping order is produced, and labels
are made before the order is forward-
ed to Sunday School Packing. In ad-
dition to being the initial handler of
each order, the General Office

takes all cus-
tomer service
t e l e p h o n e
calls and han-
dles any ques-
tions received
from or prob-
lems reported
by the cus-
tomer. The
General Office
also maintains

the company’s filing system and gen-
erates almost all customer service cor-
respondence.

The Accounts Receivable operation
is also part of our General Office and
is responsible for receiving and post-
ing payments
to the cus-
tomer’s ac-
count. It is
A c c o u n t s
Re c e i v a b l e
that reports
whether a cus-
tomer’s ac-
count is in
good standing
or not. This de-
partment also notifies customers when
accounts are in arrears or when there is
a problem involving an underpayment,
overpayment, or misapplied discount.

Maintenance: This busy crew works
on everything from the grounds, to
the buildings, to equipment. They
paint, they spray, they disappear

filled, and the
tit les and
quantities are
d o u b l e -
checked to be
sure they ex-
actly match
what the cus-
tomer has re-
quested. The
order is then

packed, and the name and address on
the label are checked against the cus-
tomer’s order blank. The order is then
sent on its way. The Packing Room is
able to process five hundred to eight
hundred orders a day.

Sorting Room: This department is
sort of like an airline hub. All interoffice
mail goes to the Sorting Room and
then is sent on to its destination by
messenger. The Sorting Room is at the
physical core of the Union Gospel
Press building and houses security
monitors, the computerized climate-
control system, and our pest-control
team (Tommy and Chippy, our cats).

General Office: This department re-
ceives the customer’s order first and
proceeds to route that order through
the necessary channels. The order is
entered into the computer, which au-
tomatically credit checks the order. A
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Human beings staff the Sorting Room, but it really is the cats’ domain.
Meet our pest-control team!

into the ceil-
ing on ladders,
they string
wires, they
mow lawns,
they trimbush-
es, they pull
weeds, they
shovel snow.
You never
know where
you might

bump into a member of our mainte-
nance crew. They are everywhere!

Housekeeping: These are the peo-
ple who keep Union Gospel Press
sparkling. They maintain all areas of

the Union Gospel Press facility from
the plant to the president’s office. They
are a hardworking crew for whom all
the other employees are grateful.
The Lord has blessed Union Gospel

Press with good, loyal employees who,
each in his ownway, are responsible for
the growing ministry we pursue in His
name. We are sharing God’s Word with
the world through modern technology,
and all the workers at Union Gospel
Press are helping tomake that possible.
The following poem appeared in the

March 1955 edition of the employee
newspaper, “Press Sparks.” It still ap-
plies today:

YOU

I work with the nicest people, every day
You may have your guess

They are the kindest people
At Union Gospel Press.

To each and every one of you
My best wishes every day

That God will guide you safely through
And bless you on your way.

—C.L.S.

Here are some of our past cats.

Tommy

Freddie

Chessie

Smoky

Muffin

Swartz

Clydie

Bonnie

Chippy
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UNTIL 1943 nearly all duties and
jobs at both Union Gospel Press

and the Home Building of the Incorpo-
rated Trustees of the Gospel Worker
Society were handled entirely by the
Gospel Workers, with the exception of
a maintenance man/driver for the
ladies and a caretaker at the farm they
owned in Perry, Ohio.
The ladies not only worked in the

General Office and the Editorial De-
partment; GospelWorkers also operat-
ed the linotype machines, the bindery
equipment, and the sheetfed presses.
This was arduous, dirty, hot work. Of-
ten the ladies went without sleep for as
long as necessary to be sure a publi-
cation was completed on time.
Then, in 1940, because of the de-

parture of some ladies and the pur-
chase of new equipment, an experi-
enced pressman was hired. After that,
the presses were always operated by

men who were hired. Eventually, as
Gospel Workers grew older and had to
retire from their jobs at Union Gospel
Press, it became necessary to fill their
positions with hired workers.
The day at Union Gospel Press be-

gins at 7:45 A.M. with a forty-five-
minute lunch break at noon and two
ten-minute breaks, one midmorning,
the other midafternoon.
The working conditions are pleas-

ant. The entire facility is air-condi-
tioned. Great care has been taken to
make sure that the lighting installed in
each department is the proper lighting
for that particular department and that
particular job.
There are lounges with couches for

the employees to use at breaks and
lunch. The lunchroom is large with full
windows on two sides, giving it an airy
feeling. Complimentary coffee and tea
are made available all day. The em-

ployees may purchase soft drinks and
snacks from machines. There are two
refrigerators specifically designated
for employee lunches, and there are
twomicrowaves and a toaster oven for
the employees to use.
If someone wants fast food, pizza,

or a full-course meal, there are sever-
al restaurants within walking distance
and dozens within a short drive. Many
will even deliver.
There are picnic tables for the em-

ployees to enjoy during the warmer
weather, as well as two gas grills that
will be prelit when an employee signs a
sheet in the lunchroom saying that one
will be used that day. The grills also
come in handy for our annual company
picnic, which usually occurs late sum-
mer or early fall. The company provides
the meat(s), which can be anything
from chicken to brats, to hamburgers
and hot dogs. The meat is traditionally
grilled by the web press crew.
Each employee is asked to bring a

dish to share, and the variety is aston-
ishing—and delicious! All sorts of eth-
nic backgrounds are represented as
well as cooking styles and tastes. The
Sunday School Packing Room usual-
ly is in charge of heating, cooling, stor-
ing the dishes and then arranging
them on tables buffet style.
We also have a Christmas party

every year. One year the party is the
entire company together, including the
ladies and staff from the Home Build-
ing. Again, employees are asked to
bring side dishes. We do caroling and
enjoy holiday fellowship. The next year
each department has its own Christ-
mas party and can handle it any way
those employees wish.

GWS and UGP Employees

Employees enjoying a cookout in the backyard of the Gospel Worker Home Building

A surprise party for two (now retired) members of management Our press crew, flipping burgers for the annual employee picnic

(Continued on page 61)
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BE content with such things as ye have” (Heb. 13:5).
Contentment is perfect happiness. The cause of

most misery in the world today is discontent. Discontent
is covetousness. Something else is desired. There are
many things today considered terribly wrong and sinful by
most people which are no worse in the eyes of God than
the sin of murmuring or discontent. The Children of Israel
were kept out of the land of promise because of it. It is the
prevailing sin of the day and should be carefully guarded
against by every Christian. The very essence of salvation
is love to God above all, and love naturally believes in the
loved one and can be satisfied with His dealings.
Paul had learned to be content in whatsoever state he

was. He had to learn it. It may be quite a hard lesson for
each one, but submit to the will of God and it can be
learned through trial. “Having food and raiment let us be
therewith content” (I Tim. 6:8), for what shall it profit a man
though he gain the whole world and lose his soul? He that
will save his life shall lose it, and he that will lose his life
for My sake and the Gospel’s shall find it. �

“Be Content”
BY REV. W. B. MUSSELMAN

This photo was taken January 16, 1975, when there were still twenty-six Gospel Workers living in the Home Building. At this writing, only four remain.
Photo identification, front, left to right: Margaret Longabaugh (dec. March 29, 1980); Laura Bachman (dec. May 15, 1987); Annie Heffner (dec. April 23,
1983); Grace Wolf (dec. October 17, 1986); Minnie Itterly (dec. March 16, 1978); Mildred Weidner (dec. October 5, 1981); Beulah Mann (dec. January 3,
1995); Ivy Long (dec. May 18, 1977); Alice Bossard (dec. December 16, 1985); Katie Foltz (dec. October 18, 1984); Florence Kramer (dec. June 20, 1982).

Back, left to right: Hettie Rothermel (dec. March 6, 1988); Grace Todd; Anna Bachman (dec. December 14, 1998); Florence Billman (dec. April 26,1984);
Ruth Stengele (dec. January 4, 1978); Mabel Glenn Haldeman (dec. January 5, 2000); Leota Knopp (dec. August 23, 1992); Julia Stabley (dec. August
12, 2007); Grace Gray (dec. November 2, 1999); Ida Stoneback (dec. April 16, 1990); Mary Holtzapple (dec. June 1, 1996); Vera McKinney; Beatrice
Jones; Anna Meisinger (dec. April 17, 1987). Not shown: Sarah Kuntz (dec. December 16, 1977).
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THE Gospel Worker Society and
Union Gospel Press have left their

mark in many places, not to mention
all the missions throughout New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Michi-
gan. Upon commencing research for
this Memorial Issue of theGospel Her-
ald and The Sunday School Times, this
writer began to wonder what had hap-
pened to some of the places that
housed the Workers or their meetings.
For example:

The Buildings atWest 7th and Jef-
ferson—The Gospel Worker Society
and the Herald Publishing House
moved fromHeadquarters inWilliams-
port, Pennsylvania, to what is now the
trendy Cleveland neighborhood
known as Tremont in 1907. As the
work grew and more space was need-
ed, the Rev. W. B. Musselman had an
addition put on—many times over—
until the connected structures formed
almost a labyrinth. One news report

claimed it is actually fifteen buildings
joined together!
When the ladies and the publishing

company made the move to the cur-
rent location at Brookpark and Broad-
view Roads, the Tremont property was
sold to a local realtor. He rented out
roughly ten thousand square feet at a
time to a variety of businesses, includ-
ing a thermo electrical company, a li-
thography school, a church, and a
rooming house.
“In 1987 the complex was pur-

chased by a former boxer named Joe
Scully. During the next couple of
decades many artists and homeless
persons squatted in the building”
(www.clevelandareahistory.com).
But in 2003, the property was pur-

chased by a developer, completely
renovated, and turned into 102 apart-
ments and hotel rooms. The $21 mil-
lion project is called Tremont Place
Lofts and in 2010 won a preservation
award from the Cleveland Restoration
Society.

The Farm in Perry, Ohio—In Sep-
tember 1941, the Gospel Worker Soci-
ety purchased property in Perry, Ohio.
It was about twomiles off the highway,
not far from Lake Erie, quiet, and away
from crowds. It included a small
stream, woods, a plowed field, a small
farmhouse, four bungalows, andmany
trees. The ladies named it “Grace
Grove.” It was a getaway of sorts, and

Whatever Happened To . . .
BY DEBORAH SVEC REIFSCHNEIDER

This is a view of Public Square in downtown Cleveland, circa 1910, one year after the opening of the G.W.S.

Gospel Workers bringing in the harvest on their farm Grace Grove in Perry, Ohio
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Van Sweringen brothers. The belly of
the building would house a train sta-
tion; the rest would be home to pro-
fessional offices, business headquar-
ters, and retail concerns. Today it
houses a hotel, several restaurants,
offices, and a retail area called Tower
City.
The mission was relocated to West

Fourth Street, where it remained until
it closed in 1962.

A Second Farm, Purchased in
1949—The farmwas located on South
Boon Road in Columbia Station, Ohio.
Livestock from the Perry farm was
moved there. There were several hun-
dred fruit trees (mainly apple) on the
property. The property was sold in the
early 1950s. �

one that the ladies looked forward to
immensely. On one occasion two
Gospel Workers picked fifty-five
quarts of strawberries in seven hours.
The Perry farm was sold in 1949.

What happened to it? It is now the site
of the Perry Nuclear Power Plant!

The G. W. S. Mission on Cleve-
land’s Public Square—The original
mission was located at 76 Euclid Av-
enue in downtown Cleveland. This
area was, and still is, known as Public
Square and was the very heart of
Cleveland’s business and retail dis-
trict. This was where the ladies con-
ducted street meetings and sang and
played their instruments.
The building was eventually torn

down to make way for the Terminal
Tower complex, which was built by the

Mission at 76 Euclid Avenue. Though not clearly visible here, the mission was on the southwest quadrant.

The farmhouse at Grace Grove, Perry, Ohio

West Seventh, Jefferson, and Thurman Streets, formerly the old printing facility
and dormitories, occupied from 1907 to 1949



48

IT has been 118 years since W. B.Musselman, Presiding Elder of the
Mennonite Brethren in Christ Church,
began a homemissionary ministry, the
Gospel Worker Society. Their goal was
to reach as many unsaved and
unchurched people as possible
through tent and camp meetings as
well as colportage work.
There can be no question that each

of these individuals realized a divine
calling to this ministry. The hours were
long, the work was arduous, the day-
to-day life was spartan and regulated.
But they forged on, satisfied they were
doing God’s will, and God blessed
their perseverance mightily.
Their hearts swelled as theywatched

Brother Musselman carry the mailbag
with that first issue of the G.W.S. Her-
ald over his shoulder to the post office

in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.
God has continued to shower His

grace on this ministry. Today Union
Gospel Press ships an average of 420
tons of “Christian Life Series” Sunday
school literature annually. It reaches
every part of the globe. We donate ad-
ditional material to missionaries
throughout the world as well.
The number of Gospel Workers

grew from 7 to approximately 250. At
this writing only 4 remain, and of those
4 only 2 are able to remain active on a
daily basis. Yet Union Gospel Press
now publishes thirty-one publications
each quarter, including a large-print
edition of the Bible Expositor and Illu-
minator and a large-print edition of
Adult Bible Class. This is significant
because in his later years, the
founder’s eyesight was so impaired

that even with a magnifying glass it
was difficult for him to read Scripture
texts that had been set in 18-point
type especially for him. We feel he
would be quite pleased that the Lord’s
direction led us to make large-print
editions—talked about for years—a
reality.
Until the Lord sees fit to end this

ministry, either by calling us all home
or by some other means, Union
Gospel Press will continue to publish
and distribute true and clear exposi-
tions of His Word. When even the last
Gospel Worker is gone, the work will
continue under the watchful eye of a
dedicated Board of Trustees and
through the hard work of our sincere
employees.
We praise God for His glory and

grace! �

Where We Are Now

It is with great pleasure that we present our two large-print publica-
tions—the Bible Expositor and Illuminator and Adult Bible Class. They
have been very well received, and we are happy that we have helped
make studying true expositions of God’s Word more enjoyable for so
many people.
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Those first seven Gospel Workers and Rev. W. B. Mus-
selman might be surprised to see the harvest of the seeds
they sowed. On the other hand, this was not their vision.
They were doing the Lord’s work and following His lead-
ing. From that perspective they would not be surprised at
all.
Our “Christian Life Series” follows the same format and

tone set by the founder so many years ago. We follow and
quote from only the King James Version of the Bible. Every
publication is written for a specific age-group, but all pub-
lications cover the same Scripture each week. This means
parents, teens, and even young children can discuss the
lesson together at home.
If you or your church wants nondenominational Sunday

school material, we suggest you consider our “Christian
Life Series” today.

BEGINNER DEPARTMENT Ages 4-5
BEGINNER BIBLE TEACHER

BEGINNER BIBLE TEACHER is an indis-
pensable teaching guide containing invalu-
able aids andmaterial for the teacher of chil-
dren ages four and five. The Bible lesson for
each week is written in easily understood
language and is supplementedwith worship
and song suggestions, handwork and
classroom activity ideas, prayers especially
for the children, and stories that present

Bible lesson applications. BEGINNER BIBLE TEACHER
helps the Sunday school teacher present a lively, attention-
holding lesson each week.

“ME TOO”
“ME TOO” is the quarterly specifically de-

signed for the beginner to hold and to han-
dle. Every Sunday’s lesson is told in simple,
clear language that makes the Bible truths
vivid to the child. Each issue also contains
a weekly picture to color, an attendance
chart, a song, a poem, a story, and a sec-
tion especially for the beginner’s parents.

MY PAPER
This colorful, illustrated take-home paper

is an exciting supplement to every begin-
ner’s Sunday school lesson. Lively stories
teach children the ideals of the Christian life
in simple, easy-to-understand language. A
picture to color and a Bible verse to learn
also are included in each issue of MY PA-
PER.

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT Ages 6, 7, 8
PRIMARY BIBLE TEACHER
PRIMARY BIBLE TEACHER is a useful teaching tool that

helps the teacher present a meaningful lesson each Sun-
day. Many sections of helps for the teacher cover the les-

son from all aspects. Each lesson of PRI-
MARY BIBLE TEACHER offers a section on
planning visual aids, truths to stress, and
features that concentrate on presenting the
lesson and helping the children remember it
as well as a discussion of the week’s gold-
en text. Get the most from the Sunday
school lesson with PRIMARY BIBLE
TEACHER.

PRIMARY BIBLE LEARNER
Large type makes PRIMARY BIBLE

LEARNER easy for primaries to read on their
own. Lesson quizzes help reinforce each
Sunday’s Bible lesson, while illustrated sto-
ries, poems, and a novel attendance chart
hold the children’s interest.

MY JEWELS
MY JEWELS is a colorful, lively

take-home paper that primary chil-
dren can read themselves. The large
page size (81⁄2 by 11 inches) and
easy-to-read type make this paper
especially suitable for primaries.
Each four-page weekly part con-
tains a story stressing Christian
ideals, a memory verse, an activity
page, a picture to color, puzzles and
quizzes, and a Bible lesson. In addi-

tion to providing hours of fun, this take-home paper pres-
ents spiritual and moral questions that challenge primaries
to learn many helpful truths.

PRIMARY HELPS AND HANDWORK
Each lesson of this quarterly contains in-

structive, entertaining handwork and a sto-
ry to aid the primary child’s Christian
growth. Here are the activity ideas that every
teacher welcomes to supplement the Sun-
day school lesson. The teacher can help the
children do the handwork in the classroom,
or the children can take the booklet home
and family members can assist them with
the handwork.

BEGINNER AND PRIMARY DEPARTMENTS
OUR BIBLE PICTURE TALKS

OUR BIBLE PICTURE TALKS are three-
by-four-inch cards that supplement the
quarter’s lessons with colorful reproduc-
tions of the BIBLE PICTURE LESSON
CHART. The front of each card is identical
to the corresponding full-color picture in
the chart; the back of each card has the
message of the Bible lesson for the week.
OUR BIBLE PICTURE TALKS cards may

The “Christian Life Series” Today



be used to augment the lessons by themselves or with the
BIBLE PICTURE LESSON CHART or with the BOYS AND
GIRLS’ ALBUM quarterly. The children will enjoy collecting
the cards and will also remember the lessons longer.

BOYS AND GIRLS’ ALBUM
BOYS AND GIRLS’ ALBUM is a booklet

in which children can paste an OUR BIBLE
PICTURE TALKS card each week. This
workbook also contains each week’s Scrip-
ture lesson in language geared to young
children, stories that hold their interest, pic-
tures to color, and poems. This supplement
to the regular class book will help children
recall the Sunday school lesson throughout
the week.

BIBLE PICTURE LESSON CHART
The BIBLE PICTURE LES-

SON CHART brings life to
the classroom with a large,
full-color Bible picture. The
week’s lesson text and the
golden text are printed in
large type beneath the pic-
ture. A sixteen-page manual
is included with the chart to
help the teacher explain the
meaning of each picture and
gives a practical application
of each Sunday’s lesson.
The chart is an excellent tool
for helping the children
memorize Bible verses. The
chart can be hung at the
front of the classroom in full

view of the children. The chart is about twenty-one by thir-
ty-three inches; the pictures are approximately nineteen by
twenty-three inches.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT Ages 9, 10, 11
JUNIOR BIBLE TEACHER

The users of this teaching tool consider it
to be an irreplaceable source of helps for
motivating juniors to study and enjoy each
week’s Bible lesson. JUNIOR BIBLE
TEACHER assists the teacher in capturing
juniors’ attention and encouraging active
class participation. Specific teaching aids
include inspirational and practical articles
on Christian education, daily Bible readings,

a discussion of the golden text, and answers to the ques-
tions in the class quarterly.

JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS
JUNIOR BIBLE CLASS presents every

Sunday school lesson in a meaningful, live-
ly format. Juniors love their own special
class book because it not only gives them
their lessons in language they can easily un-
derstand but also challenges their develop-
ing minds with interesting activities that in-
crease their understanding. There is a

special attendance chart, a letter from the writer to the jun-
iors, a story, and a secret code to help the juniors with their
Bible quizzes. Daily Bible readings also are a regular fea-
ture. Juniors can be encouraged to use the Bible readings
in establishing their own private daily devotions.

MY PLEASURE
MY PLEASURE is a colorfully illustrated

take-home paper that juniors look forward
to receiving each Sunday. True-to-life fic-
tion, true stories, biographies, autobiogra-
phies, and devotional articles help juniors
understand Bible truths and encourage
them to live for Christ. Every issue also con-
tains a Bible study feature, a column that
discusses topics of special interest to jun-

iors, and extras, such as puzzles and quizzes. MY PLEAS-
UREwill help keep God’sWord in juniors’ minds and hearts.

BEGINNER, PRIMARY, AND JUNIOR
DEPARTMENTS
FLANNELGRAPH TEACHER

Enliven children’s Sunday
school lessons with brightly
colored FLANNELGRAPH
TEACHER figures that can be
used over and over again. Each
quarter an entirely new kit is pub-
lished that contains twenty-four
sheets of flocked, die-cut figures.
A detailed thirty-two-page
teacher’s manual accompanies
each quarter’s figures. This book-
let, with diagrams and written in-
structions, tells the teacher ex-

actly how to present the Sunday school lesson for each
Sunday in the quarter, including the placement and removal
of every figure. As an added bonus, there are articles that
offer general principles that pertain to Christian teaching.

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT Ages 12, 13, 14
INTERMEDIATE BIBLE TEACHER

INTERMEDIATE BIBLE TEACHER pres-
ents an exposition of the Scripture text that
is geared to middle school and junior high
school students. Included in each quarterly
are helps for the teacher in preparing and
presenting the lesson, sidelights on lesson
facts, research and discussion topics, and
an outline of the lesson. Editorials and daily
Bible readings supplement the lessons. By

using INTERMEDIATE BIBLE TEACHER, the teacher of in-
termediates can be fully prepared to present an inspiring
lesson every Sunday.

INTERMEDIATE BIBLE CLASS
Middle school and junior high students will find that IN-

TERMEDIATE BIBLE CLASS is an enjoyable aid to studying
God’s Word. Lessons with special application for interme-
diates offer guidance and instruction and promote Christian
living. Each lesson of INTERMEDIATE BIBLE CLASS con-
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tains a discussion of the Scripture text, ap-
plications of the lesson, daily Bible readings,
and a lesson test. Teachers can strengthen
their intermediates’ faith by using this effec-
tive learning tool.

JUNIOR AND INTERMEDIATE
DEPARTMENTS
YOUTH HOME ACTIVITY

YOUTH HOME ACTIVITY augments the
class quarterly by providing a story based
on the week’s Scripture lesson. This helps
students apply the Sunday school message
to their everyday lives. Challenging puzzles
and quizzes add an element of fun while re-
inforcing Bible truths.

SENIOR HIGH DEPARTMENT Ages 15, 16, 17
SENIOR HIGH BIBLE TEACHER

Each SENIOR HIGH BIBLE TEACHER
lesson fortifies the teacher with a wealth of
spiritual truth and up-to-date lesson appli-
cations that are designed to whet the ap-
petites of new students and tomaintain high
interest in regular class members. The
teacher will find inspirational articles, daily
Bible readings, lesson-planning aids, and
thorough lesson expositions that combine

to make this quarterly invaluable to the teacher. SENIOR
HIGH BIBLE TEACHER will help the teacher effectively
communicate the Bible truths of each week’s lesson.

SENIOR HIGH BIBLE CLASS
SENIORHIGHBIBLE CLASS presents the

message of each Scripture lesson in weekly
features that challengesenior highyouthsand
at the same timehold their attention. The spir-
itual growth of the students is facilitated by
dailyBible readings toencouragedaily private
devotions, thought-provoking applications
based on the Scripture text, and questions
that lead students to a better understanding

of God’s Word. SENIOR HIGH BIBLE CLASS will help faith-
ful readers mature in Christian faith and fellowship.

INTERMEDIATE AND SENIOR HIGH
DEPARTMENTS
MY DELIGHT

Vividly illustrated short stories, nonfiction
articles, and inspiring regular features in the
MY DELIGHT take-home paper promote
Christian growth in intermediate and senior
high students. Emphasis is put on issues that
are important to today’s young people. In this
colorful feature-packed paper, you will find
puzzles, quizzes, and articles about Chris-

tians whom young people can admire and follow. Reading
MY DELIGHT encourages students to commit themselves
to the Lord so that they can live the Christian life more fully.

YOUNG ADULT DEPARTMENT Ages 18-25
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BIBLE TEACHER

YOUNG PEOPLE’S BIBLE TEACHER is
an informative and inspiring teaching
guide. Every lesson contains a verse-by-
verse exposition of the Scripture text,
questions that allow the teacher to probe
the understanding of young adults, a de-
tailed discussion of the golden text, topics
for research and discussion, and practical
points and applications. The Scripture

Lesson Text is in large print for ease in reading. Helps for
the teacher also include a lesson aim, a suggested
method of moving through the lesson material, and a
chalkboard illustration. The combined features of YOUNG
PEOPLE’S BIBLE TEACHERmake this publication an out-
standing teaching tool that will help young adults grow
spiritually.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S BIBLE CLASS
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BIBLE CLASS keeps

young adults immersed in the truths of
God’s Word. A verse-by-verse exposition of
each week’s lesson is supplemented with a
study of the golden text, questions on the
exposition, daily Bible readings that en-
courage daily private devotions, applica-
tions, and inspirational articles. The Scrip-
ture Lesson Text is in large print for ease in

reading. Also included is a special section dealing with
world missions that emphasizes the importance of living in
obedience to Acts 1:8.

ADULT DEPARTMENT
BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMINATOR

The BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND IL-
LUMINATOR offers the most com-
prehensive treatment of the Uni-
form Sunday School Lesson Series

available today. This informa-
tive publication has earned
the reputation of being the
best publication of its kind.
This 192-page teaching
manual is written by out-
standing Christian workers,
seminary-trained writers, and
dedicated Bible scholars. It
contains an abundance of

teaching methods, explanatory materials, and practical
applications that the teacher should study before each
Sunday’s lesson. The Scripture Lesson Text is in large
print for teachers or class members who have difficulty
reading smaller type. Each fourteen-page lesson has a
detailed, verse-by-verse exposition, a section of guid-
ance for the superintendent, questions and topics for
study and discussion, helps on how to prepare and teach
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the lesson, a chalkboard illustration, an article that relates
the lesson to world missions, an in-depth study on the
golden text, a feature that discusses the lesson in light of
Jewish history, a detailed discussion of the lesson’s high
points, and practical anecdotes that supplement the Bible
study. In every issue there are stimulating editorials, ques-
tions for quarterly review, daily Bible readings, and a list
of the topics for the next quarter. All these features aid the
teacher in planning and preparation for teaching the les-
son. Teachers will want to share the rich truths of the
Scriptures with their students through the extensive Bible
study resources of the BIBLE EXPOSITOR AND ILLUMI-
NATOR. This publication is also available in a large-print
edition.

ADULT BIBLE TEACHER
ADULT BIBLE TEACHER is a practical

teaching manual designed to give quick
help to busy teachers as they prepare to
impart God’s Word. An in-depth, verse-by-
verse exposition lays bare the main truths
of each lesson. The Scripture Lesson Text
is in large print for ease in reading. There
also are lesson-related questions, subjects
for research and discussion, practical

points, daily Bible readings, illustrated high points, and
methods for preparing a stimulating lesson each week.
ADULT BIBLE TEACHER helps teachers get the most
from the Sunday school lesson and impart these truths to
their students, making the lessons applicable to their
lives.

ADULT BIBLE CLASS
ADULT BIBLE CLASS leads the

adult student to a deeper knowl-
edge of Bible truths through a de-
tailed lesson exposition. The Scrip-
ture Lesson Text is in large print

for class members who
have diff iculty reading
smaller type. Each lesson
also features sections deal-
ing with practical points, re-
search and discussion, ques-
tions, and a study of the
week’s golden text. This inspi-
rational class quarterly encour-

ages Scripture study and involvement in the Sunday
school lesson. This publication is also available in a large-
print edition.

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT

offers valuable guidance for the administra-
tor. Helps relating to the lesson are present-
ed in Guiding the Superintendent, and sug-
gestions for a lesson-related worship
program are given each week. A Hints That
Help section gives suggestions for dealing
with various situations and problems that
may arise in the Sunday school. Although

primarily for the Sunday school leader, this publication con-
tains material that is applicable to many situations.

YOUNG ADULT AND ADULT DEPARTMENTS
CHRISTIAN LIFE

CHRISTIAN LIFE is an adult take-home
paper that contains illustrated articles and
true stories about Christian living in every-
day situations. In each issue there are regu-
lar features with topics designed to
strengthen the reader’s faith. CHRISTIAN
LIFE brings the power and inspiration of
God’s Word into the home.

HOME AND FAMILY
HOME STUDY

HOME STUDY is especially for people
who cannot attend Sunday school regular-
ly. For example, this publication meets the
spiritual needs of shut-ins and those whose
necessary work keeps them from being in
the Lord’s house, such as firemen, nurses,
and police. This publication provides a way
for class members who are temporarily
away from their classrooms to keep up with

the material that is studied each week by their class friends.
Each lesson contains an exposition of the Scripture lesson,
plus practical points that reinforce the lesson. The Scripture
Lesson Text is in large print for those who may have diffi-
culty reading smaller type. A daily meditation is provided for
each day of the week. Inspirational articles, poems to draw
the reader into close fellowship with God, and a section that
discusses a few places and people mentioned in the les-
sons are included in each issue.

GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES
The GOSPEL HERALD AND THE

SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is our
64-page family magazine. This
magazine, in one format or another,
has been in Christian homes since
1902.
The feature articles cover many

topics. Some sample titles are: “The
Christian as a Believer-Priest,”
“Lessons That Bless,” “The Seventy
Sevens of Daniel,” “Improving One’s
Prayer Life,” “Coming to Terms with

Pluralism,” and “Is God Still in Control?” There also are reg-
ular articles each quarter that cover parts of Scripture.
There are testimonies of faith as well as stories with a Chris-
tian perspective for adults, teens, and younger children.
The recurring departments include meditations, book re-

views, tips for working with teens, advice for fathers, advice
for mothers, a feature on missions, as well as articles
geared to Christian educators and pastors and more. The
GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is
illustrated with full-color art and photography. It is a maga-
zine that would be a welcome addition in any Christian
home. �

We invite you to review our Bible-based “Christian Life
Series” Sunday school materials for your Sunday school.

Call us at 800-638-9988. We will send you a complete
sample pack of our literature and an order blank.
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ON April 10, 1950, I entered this
world. My parents were both

hardworking people and at that time
lived on an eighty-acre farm in south-
ern Michigan. They also ran a restau-
rant that was open twenty-four hours
a day. They took turns working various
shifts so that my siblings and I would
not be left unattended.
Our family attended church in the

nearby town, and we became familiar
with hymns and Bible stories. Sadly,
when I was seven, we moved to De-
troit, and our world changed. After en-
joying the fresh air of the country and
the freedom to roam the farm, being in

not know Him in a personal way. It
would not be until my college days
that I would receive JesusChrist asmy
Lord and Saviour.
In college I pursued physical and in-

dustrial education. I also was pursuing
my passion for football when an injury
occurred, and my sports career was
cut short. I had been blessed to re-
ceive Christ as my Saviour prior to this
injury and, with the Lord’s help,
worked my way through the disap-
pointment of a shattered dream.
Isaiah 55:8-9 says, “For my

thoughts are not your thoughts, nei-
ther are your ways my ways, saith the

tending the college, I was able to be
involved in several music ministries.
These ministries provided opportuni-
ties to travel and represent the college.
After college I served as a youth

pastor in Georgia. While there I mar-
ried my wife, Connie. The Lord has
blessed us with five children and five
grandchildren with another on the
way. We also have been blessed to
serve the Lord in Georgia, Tennessee,
Michigan, New York, and Ohio.
Along this journey of life, I had the

opportunity to work with machinery,
shipping and receiving, general labor,
education, and ministry. All those ex-
periences helped prepare me for my
role here at Union Gospel Press.
I joined this ministry in November of

2010. I am Director of Operations and
look after the employees and the
equipment. It is truly a blessing to
serve the Lord in this capacity.
Some of our larger equipment in-

cludes an ATF four-web press that was
installed in 1963 and reconditioned in
1974 and 1989. Most of the publica-
tions we provide are produced on this
machine. When four webs are running,
we can print 64 pages at a time. Most
jobs run at about 18,000 impressions
an hour. Last year more than 353 mil-
lion pages were run, which comes out
to almost 4 million books.
Our bindery was installed in the

1980s and stitches most of our publi-
cations. Last year we used enough
wire to produce over 91⁄2 million sta-
ples.
We also have a baler that runs along

with the press and the bindery. It vac-
uums the scrap paper, compresses it,
and packs it into bales. This scrap pa-
per is then recycled.
We have conveyor belts, forklifts,

and various other machines to help
accomplish the task of moving all the
literature we produce.
We are blessed to have faithful,

hardworking employees. Because of
their dedication, thousands of lives are
impacted with biblical truth on a regu-
lar basis. We do not know what the fu-
ture holds, but by God’s grace we
hope to continually improve our mate-
rial and increase the number of people
who will be touched by the literature
produced here at Union Gospel
Press. �

A Message from the Press
BY DAVID ROWLAND

a crowded city was not pleasant. We
found another church, but it was not
gospel oriented. We began to explore
the world of the city, and we did find
some good opportunities that would
benefit us later in life.
My siblings and I were able to be

part of a school system that provided
not only academics but also art, mu-
sic, and industrial arts. Industrial arts,
music, and sports became a vital part
of my life at that time.
Even though we went to church, I

never truly understood the relationship
God wanted me to have with His Son,
Jesus Christ. I knew about Him but did

Lord. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways, and my thoughts than
your thoughts.”
The spring after my injury, I went on

a missions trip to New York City. Dur-
ing the day we witnessed to people on
the street and at night helped with the
services at the Jerry McAuley Mission.
This, along with some other experi-
ences, caused me to realize that God
wanted me to spend my life in some
sort of ministry.
The next fall I transferred to a Chris-

tian college in Tennessee to pursue
training for pastoral ministry. While at-

The newest member of our management team, Mr. David Rowland, has caught on quickly. He is
an affable and knowledgeable man who gets along well with both the employees and the Board of
Trustees. Could it be those boxes of donuts he provides every once in a while?
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GOD’S providence with regard to
His people never ceases to

amaze me. During my years of pas-
toral ministry and my years with Union
Gospel Press, God has brought many
choice saints of God into my life.
These born-again believers have en-
riched my spiritual life by being exam-
ples of biblical godliness and by en-
couraging me to be “stedfast,
unmoveable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord” (I Cor. 15:58).
My acquaintance with the members

of the Gospel Worker Society began
forty-seven years ago. At that time,
several of the Gospel Workers still
were involved in printing the “Christian
Life Series” Sunday school literature.
The faithful service of these Gospel
Workers and the faithful service of oth-
er GospelWorkers who no longer were
physically able to be in the workforce
prompted me to see a resemblance
between them and some of the bibli-
cal personalities mentioned in III John.
“The wellbeloved Gaius” (III John

1:1) was a convert of the Apostle John.
In verse 3, the apostle said that he “re-
joiced greatly” because Gaius walked
in the truth. In verse 12, Demetrius was
commended for having a “good report
of all men, and of the truth itself.” For
over four and one-half decades, I have
been refreshed by thosewho know the
truth as revealed in the Holy Scriptures
and who live in accordance with that
truth.
Another admirable characteristic of

people who love and serve the Lord is
faithfulness. Gaius was commended
for doing “faithfully whatsoever thou
doest to the brethren, and to
strangers” (III John 1:5). The faithful-
ness of the members of the Gospel
Worker Society, not only in their daily

walk with God, but also in printing the
glorious gospel of Christ, has been an
encouragement to many. Throughout
the years, our sovereign God has
blessed the printed Word in each of
our publications. Thanks be unto God
for the faithfulness of many who have
been involved in publishing the truths
of God’s Word.
Proper motivation is important as

the believer serves the Lord. “For his
name’s sake” (III John 1:7) the brethren
referred to in this verse “went forth.”
The goal of themissionary ladies of the
Gospel Worker Society is neither to
amass wealth nor to make a name for
themselves; rather, their goal always
has been to produce Bible-based lit-
erature for “his name’s sake.” For over
a century, “for his name’s sake” has
been the motivation that has charac-
terized the faithful and fruitful service
of the Gospel Workers.
We believers have the joy of being

“fellowhelpers to the truth” (III John
1:8). Having been redeemed by the
blood of the Lamb, we now have the
wonderful privilege of disseminating
the message that “Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures; and
that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the
scriptures” (I Cor. 15:3-4). As I walk
through the buildings on the Union
Gospel Press property, I often pause to
thank God for the Gospel Workers who
have been called by God to be “fel-
lowhelpers to the truth” (III John 1:8).
Because I was an infant when Rev-

erend W. B. Musselman, our founder,
went home to be with the Lord, I did
not have the privilege of knowing him.
Many of the Gospel Workers also have
gone on to that “house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens” (II Cor.
5:1). In God’s providence, I have had
the joy of knowing many of these ser-

vants of the Lord during my earthly so-
journ. I also have been pleased to
serve the Lord under the leadership of
three of our presidents, namely, Miss
Julia P. Stabley, Mrs. Beryl C. Bidlen,
and Miss Grace M. Todd. I am grateful
for the fervent desire of our leadership
to keep Union Gospel Press true to the
“faith which was once delivered unto
the saints” (Jude 1:3).
The Bible assures us that our be-

lieving family members and friends
who have preceded us in death are
“present with the Lord” (II Cor. 5:8).
The Bible also assures us that “the
Lord himself shall descend from heav-
en with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the
air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord” (I Thess. 4:16-17). Whichever
method of departure becomes reality
for me, I shall be reunited with the
choice saints of God who demonstrat-
ed the truths of God’s Word in their
daily lives, who faithfully served Him,
who were biblically motivated in their
service for the Lord, andwhowere loy-
al fellow helpers in printing and dis-
tributing the truths of Scripture. Most
important, however, is the fact that we
shall be forever with the One who has
redeemed us, not “with corruptible
things, as silver and gold, . . . but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without
spot” (I Pet. 1:18-19).
Until I either “walk through the val-

ley of the shadow of death” (Ps. 23:4)
or “meet the Lord in the air” (I Thess.
4:17), I will praise Him for providential-
ly bringing many choice saints of God
into my life! “Even so, come, Lord Je-
sus” (Rev. 22:20). �

Choice Saints of God BY REV. LANNY C. AKERS

Ladies in the Gospel Worker Society chapel/assembly room at 1980 Brookpark Road in 1979.
The back walls contain cards and letters from missionaries the Gospel Workers support.
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THE number of Gospel Workers has
certainly dwindled going from al-

most 250 to, at this writing, 4. This
would be a sad commentary if it were
not for the fact that each of these ladies,
in her ownway, is carrying out themis-
sion established over 115 years ago.
Their dedication, their faith, and their
determination allow them to do no less.

Grace M. Todd. Miss Todd was
born March 9, 1934, in a small town
near Allentown, Pennsylvania. She
was the sixth of fourteen children born
to Edgar and Margaret (née Souders)
Todd.
Although not raised in a Christian

home, through the intervention of an
aunt, the Todd children began attend-
ing services at Bethel Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Church in Allen-
town. The pastor was C. Leslie Miller,
who wrote for the Gospel Herald and
also conducted a weekly service in the
chapel at the Gospel Worker Society’s
Headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio.

Miss Todd
attended Bere-
an Bible Col-
lege for two
years, but she
continued to
struggle with
recogn i z i ng
the Lord’s will
for her. Finally
she heard Him
loud and clear.
She arrived at
the Gospel

Worker Headquarters in Cleveland,
Ohio, Labor Day weekend of 1953.
From then until December 2000, Miss
Todd worked in many different depart-
ments at Union Gospel Press.
Miss Todd retired to help elderly

members from her church. She envi-
sioned this type of Christian service for
the long term. However, on July 30,
2010, she was elected president of the
Gospel Worker Society and editor in
chief of Union Gospel Press.
Miss Todd is determined to see that

the Lord’s will for this ministry is done
for as long as He allows it.

Beryl C. Bidlen. Beryl Wood was
born August 21, 1924, in Gorgas, Ala-
bama. The family returned toNewYork

State when
she was less
than a year
old. She was
just shy of her
twenty-sec-
ond birthday
when she ar-
rived at the
Gospel Worker
Society in June
of 1946. She
was immedi-
ately placed in the Theological Edito-
rial Department, where she remained
until 1957, except for twoyears that she
was supervisor of the General Office.
In 1957 Beryl married one of the

sons of the founder.When he died, she
worked as a church secretary. That
was where she eventually met—and
married—Andy Bidlen, a widower with
three children. They enjoyed a beauti-
ful Christian marriage and family for
over twenty-one years when Andy
succumbed to cancer.
Mrs. Bidlen returned to the Gospel

Worker Society in June of 1986 and
was placed in the Theological Editori-
al Department. Eventually she was
made supervisor of the department
and was elected vice president of the
GospelWorker Society. InMay of 1990
she was elected president of the Soci-
ety and editor in chief of Union Gospel
Press. She chose to also remain as su-
pervisor of the Theological Editorial
Department.
In 2009, Mrs. Bidlen suffered a seri-

ous fall, followed by a significant ill-
ness. At the age of eighty-six, her
health forced her to reluctantly retire
from her duties in July of 2010. She re-
sides in the nursing area of the Home
Building, where she enjoys Christian
programming on television or video.
Every day she prays for the continued
success of the ministry.

Vera N. McKinney. Miss McKinney
was born onNovember 24, 1922, in the
small mining town of Portage, near
Johnstown, Pennsylvania, to Jerome
and AnnaMae (néeGeorge)McKinney.
When she was four, the family moved
to a small town west of Johnstown
named Robindale. Miss McKinney
lived there until she left for Cleveland.
Although the family did not truly

practice any religion, eventually the
children began attending a small Sun-
day school that was started by a young
couple who moved into the town. First
they met in a home, but the number of
people who wanted to attend the
classes escalated so quickly and so
much that the couple made arrange-
ments to use classrooms in the town
school until a church could be built.
Miss McKinney became very active

in this American Sunday School Union
Mission and was saved at the age of
sixteen. She worked in a sewing fac-
tory, but she was most interested in
her church work. She taught Sunday
school classes and participated in all
the church activities.
Knowing that she wanted to dedi-

cate her life to full-time Christian serv-
ice, Miss McKinney applied to the
Gospel Worker Society. Her brother
drove her to the Cleveland Headquar-
ters on October 13, 1956. Upon arrival
and after getting situated, she was as-
signed to the Packing Room, where
she collated lesson leaflets. After three
months she was transferred to the
General Office. In 1959 she manned
the switchboard and the reception
area until 1962, when she became
secretary to the president. During this
time she also worked with Miss Beu-
lah Mann, who was treasurer. When
Miss Mann retired, Miss McKinney
took over the treasurer’s position in the
mid 1970s and became secretary-
treasurer of the organization.

Technically
Miss McKin-
ney retired in
1985, but she
continued with
the treasurer
duties. When
Mr. Robert An-
drews was
hired in 1994,
she stayed on
to train him to
take over
those duties.

Today Miss McKinney is assistant
treasurer, helps with the banking, sorts
mail, sits on the Board of Trustees, and
helps out wherever and whenever she
can with whatever needs to be done.
She says, “I eat healthy, use the stairs,
and feel good.”

And Then There Were Four
BY DEBORAH SVEC REIFSCHNEIDER
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Her favorite hymn is “God Will Take
Care of You” (Martin), and her favorite
Scripture verses are Proverbs 3:5-6
and II Thessalonians 3:3. When asked
what her favorite memory as a Gospel
Worker is, she replied, “The dedication
of the older workers. We are reaping
what they already sowed.”

Beatrice Jones. Miss Jones was
born July 6, 1911, to Frank and Myrtle
(née Nixon) Jones, in Cleveland, Ohio.
She had two brothers, and her mother
and the three children were regular
churchgoers. From a young age Miss
Jones volunteered at the Russian Bap-
tistMission located atWest Ninth Street
and Starkweather, which was near the
family home. Even more important, it
was very close to the Gospel Worker
Society complex located at West Sev-
enth and Jefferson. Eventually she ap-
plied for a job there and was hired.

For three
years she felt a
tug at her heart
that she should
be doing full-
time mission-
ary work. Hes-
itantly, she
i n q u i r e d
whether there
might be an
opening with
the Society. In-
deed there

was. Miss Jones joined the Gospel
Worker Society in 1946.
After being assigned to various jobs

and departments, Miss Jones eventu-
ally was placed in the Packing Depart-
ment. Her superior there was Miss
Anna Bachman. When Miss Bachman
was transferred to the Composing
Room,Miss Jones became supervisor
of the Packing Department. She also
helped supervise the Bindery.
Miss Jones retired from Union

Gospel Press in 1973. Today she re-
sides in the nursing area of the Home
Building, but her mind is as sharp as a
tack, even at one hundred plus years!
(See related article on page 57.)

Miss Heidi. Yes, the title of this arti-
cle refers to four Gospel Workers re-
maining, but actually there is a fifth
ladywalking those hallowed halls. Hei-
di arrived at the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty Headquarters on December 15,
2001. She was born November 2,
2001. This miniature schnauzer has
brought consolation to many Gospel
Workers during times of illness or pain.

Her antics have produced smiles
and chuckles from those who see her
patrol her domain—the halls of the
Gospel Worker Society Home Build-
ing. Heidi is the first one on and the
first one off the elevator—all the time!
She would push the buttons too if she
were tall enough.
Heidi is the beloved pet of Miss

Grace Todd, but she is kind of com-
munity property when it comes to the

other Gospel Workers, especially Miss
Jones. Heidi is content to spendmuch
of each day in the nursing area of the
Home Building, where she has her
own corner with toys, blankets, and so
forth. However, much of her time there
is spent in the lap of Miss Jones or be-
side Mrs. Bidlen on her chair. Heidi
purposely sits with her back toward
you so that you will rub it. She never
gets enough back rubs! �

MissHeidi
November 2, 2001—October 19, 2011

�

While this special issue was being
prepared, Miss Heidi succumbed
to “IMHA” the “Silent Killer.”
She was a great comfort and
joy to everyone she met and

will surely be missed.

Heidi at six weeks as
Miss Todd prepares to
take her to her new home

In addition to being a loving companion, Heidi is also a very hard worker.
Here she is manning the telephone and box of tissues. She also

is an alert guard dog, barking even before the doorbell rings!

Heidi and her other cousin, Honey

Heidi (middle) with her
visiting cousins,
Mini and Mandi
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years, from June 1940 to September
1946. On September 26, 1946, at the
age of thirty-five, Miss Jones joined
the Gospel Worker Society. On July 4,
1947, she was taken in as a member.
Over the years Miss Jones worked in
many different departments at Union
Gospel Press, from proofreading to
working in the General Office. She
even cut paper for the press, but her
main job was as supervisor of the
Packing Room and Bindery.
On July 9, 2011, an open house was

held in honor of Miss Jones. At one
hundred, hermindwas still as sharp as
a tack, and she could offer a wealth of
information about the Society as well
as the city of Cleveland. Her hobbies
have included growing African violets
and other plants, recording and listen-
ing to sermons, playing with Heidi,
Miss Todd’s miniature schnauzer, as
well as maintaining a long prayer list.
Even at one hundred she consid-

ered herself a child—a child of
God. �

a special meeting. An in-
vitation for salvation was
given, and Beatrice
walked forward to accept
Christ as her Saviour.
That night she lay awake
until 4:00 A.M. while the
Lord dealt with her. “Then
at 4:00 A.M.,” she said, “I
accepted the Lord into
my heart.” She was bap-
tized on April 14, 1929.
Miss Jones taught

Sunday school for twen-
ty-five years and loved
every minute of it. She
also volunteered at the Russian Bap-
tist Mission, which was located near

the Gospel Worker
Society’s complex
atWest Seventh and
Jefferson Streets.
She taught Sunday
school, helped with
Daily Vacation Bible
School, and played
the piano. Children
of different national-
ities attended the
mission. Miss Jones
became acquainted
with some of the
young people there
who then told her
about Union Gospel
Press. Somehow
she knew she
should investigate
getting hired there.

Miss Jones became an employee of
the Gospel Worker Society on June
14, 1940. She worked there for six

JULY 6, 2011, was a very special dayat the Gospel Worker Society
Home Building. On that day Miss
Beatrice E. Jones, Gospel Worker No.
212, turned one hundred years old.
Miss Jones was born on July 6,

1911. She grew up on the near west
side of Cleveland. Her father, Frank
Oswald Jones, was born in Bosbury,
Ledbury, Herefordshire, England. He
worked on oceangoing ships in the tea
trade. After he came to the United
States at the age of twenty, he was a
commercial photographer. Her moth-
er, Myrtle Maria (née Nixon), was born
in Parma, Ohio.
At the age of ten, Miss Jones devel-

oped torticollis (wryneck), which re-

quired serious surgery that resulted in
her being sent home with a plaster
cast around her head and another
around her body. Once home, a seri-
ous problem developed. It was a Sun-
day evening, and Beatrice’s parents
were frantic to find a doctor available.
But the Lord was involved, and a doc-
tor was found. He did what he could
and then watched over Beatrice for
two hours, not sure whether shewould
make it through the night.
Beatrice did make it, although she

then missed a full year of school. The
incident and the fact that she pulled
through convinced her that the Lord
had a purpose and a place for her life.
Miss Jones, along with her mother

and brothers, was a regular churchgo-
er. At one Baptist church she attended

Always His Child
BY DEBORAH SVEC REIFSCHNEIDER

Miss Beatrice Jones at employee dinner September 12, 2002
in Sunday School Packing at Union Gospel Press

Miss Beatrice Jones receiving company pin from Jon Hunsicker (now
retired), manager of property and personnel, at company dinner Sep-

tember 12, 2002 in Sunday School Packing at Union Gospel Press

Miss Beatrice Jones with family members at her one hundredth birthday celebration
on July 9, 2011 at the Gospel Worker Society Home Building
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Kids’ Corner

Christmas
Use the letters of the word Christmas to make new

words to complete each sentence.

C H R I S T M A S

1. “Onward, Christian Solders” makes a person want to
____________.

2. A sailor needs a compass and a ____________.

3. The opposite of poor is __________.

4. You may get burned if you play with a ____________.

5. The baseball batter tries to make a good ________.

6. The opposite of hers is ________.

7. A little talk could be called a __________.

8. A Christmas tree is fun to __________.

9. The most important name in Christmas is
______________.

Answers:
� 1. march; 2. chart; 3. rich; 4. match; 5. hit; 6. his; 7.
chat; 8. trim; 9. Christ.

How Would You Feel?
Try to imagine that you are in Bethlehem. It is the night

when Jesus was born. Fill in each blank with one of the
star words. The words in each sentence show how differ-
ent people felt that night. How would you feel?

1. ____________ the king felt troubled when he heard
about a Saviour. He did not want the people to listen
to anyone other than himself.

2. _______________ and ___________ watched over the
Baby Jesus because they loved Him.

3. The ____________________ were surprised and afraid
when the angel first appeared.

4. The ____________ brought joy and peace to the shep-
herds.

Answers:
� Herod; 2. Joseph, Mary; 3. shepherds; 4. angel.

The Christ of
Christmas

Draw a Christmas tree and decorations that remind you
of Christ. Then color them. Here are some suggestions for
your picture tree. You might wish to make some of these
for use on a real tree.

A DOVE is used as a symbol of peace. Christ is the
Prince of peace.

A STAR reminds us of a special star that shone very
brightly over Bethlehem where Christ was
born.

ANGELS brought news of Christ’s birth to men.

A CROWN reminds us that Jesus is the King of kings.

A CROSS tells us that Christ came into the world to
save sinners by His death.

A LAMB helps us think of Jesus as the Lamb of God
given in sacrifice for the sins of the world. A
flock of sheep was with the shepherds when
the angels announced Christ’s birth.

A CANDLE reminds us that Jesus is the Light of the
world. Without Him all of us would be lost in
the darkness of sin. �

Who Am I?
This person was important at the time of Jesus’ birth.

Find the letters of his name from the clues in the poem.

My first is in worship but not in afar;
My second’s in east but not in star;
My third is in shepherds and also in bright;
My fourth is in holy, yet isn’t in night;
My fifth is in David, in whose city the Christ Child
Was born to bring peace, love, and mercy so mild.

Answer:
� Herod

—Lillian Strauser Norton.

shepherds
HerodMary

angelJoseph

�1.march;2.chart;3.rich;4.match;5.hit;6.his;7.
chat;8.trim;9.Christ.

�1.Herod;2.Joseph,Mary;3.shepherds;4.angel.
�Herod
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Christmas Story
Puzzle

1. A place where “all went to be taxed” (Luke 2:3).

2. This man was troubled when he heard about the birth
of Jesus (Matthew 2:3).

3. The wise men were warned by God not to do this,
which they had originally planned (Matthew 2:12).

4. It was at the altar of ________________ that an angel
appeared to Zacharias to tell him that he and his wife
would have a son, John, who would make ready the
way of the Lord (Luke 1:11-17).

5. People wondered at the things told them by these
men (Luke 2:18).

6. While Joseph was in deep ________________, he was
told to take Mary gladly as his wife (Matthew 1:20).

7. The shepherds found the Babe lying in this for His bed
(Luke 2:16).

8. A multitude of the heavenly host appeared with this
one who had announced the birth of Jesus (Luke
2:10-13).

9. At the sight of this, the wise men experienced great
joy (Matthew 2:10).

Answers:
� 1. City; 2. Herod; 3. Return; 4. Incense; 5. Shepherds;
6. Thought; 7. Manger; 8. Angel; 9. Star.

—Lillian Strauser Norton.

Biblical Symbolic
Names for Christ

Twenty-five meaningful names and metaphors for
Christ can be found among these letters. They can be read
forward, backward, up, down, or diagonally. Circle each
name as you find it, and then check the list.

P R I N C E O F P E A C E L
A E B A D F G H K N N O P Q
L S B M A L O E S O R O L Y
H U J F K M O N O Y E D E L
P R S O T U V R W L M R U I
X R E N I V Y Z D O E O N L
A E B O C G D E T H E W A Y
H C G S O N O F G O D E M F
R T I J M I K L S T E H M O
U I V R T K C U E S R T I P
O O G O O D S H E P H E R D
I N W O X E P P R I E S T Y
V F E D J O D H A I S S E M
A H T U R T E H T C S B Z A
S G H P G O O D M A S T E R

1. CHRIST 13. PRIEST
2. DOOR 14. PRINCE OF PEACE
3. GOOD SHEPHERD 15. PROPHET
4. GOOD MASTER 16. REDEEMER
5. HOLY ONE 17. RESURRECTION
6. IMMANUEL 18. ROSE
7. JESUS 19. SAVIOUR
8. KING 20. SON OF GOD
9. LAMB 21. SON OF MAN
10. LILY 22. TRUTH
11. LORD 23. THE WAY
12. MESSIAH 24. THE WORD

25. VINE �
—Celeste Rhea.

Jesus is born!
Color the picture below.

Mary wrapped Jesus in swaddling clothes and laid Him
in a manger.

1. C

2. H

3. R

4. I

5. S

6. T

7. M

8. A

9. S

�1.City;2.Herod;3.Return;4.Incense;5.Shepherds;
6.Thought;7.Manger;8.Angel;9.Star.
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cy, but I do not think they understand
prophecy. If we would read prophecy
(which will come out in the long run),
we would not talk with so much ease
about prophecy.
“Except that the Lord had shortened

those days, no flesh should be saved:
but for the elect’s sake, whom he hath
chosen, he hath shortened the days”
(Mark 13:20). That is prophecy what
someday would be. He speaks as
though it was done already. He short-
ened the days for the sake of the elect.
If they endure, not fight, but hold still
and endure until the end, God’s peo-
ple shall be saved. For the elect’s sake
He shortened the days.
“Then if any man shall say to you,

Lo, here is Christ; or, lo, he is there; be-
lieve him not” (Mark 13:21). If anyman,
under those conditions, say, Christ is
this way and that and here and there,
and you get a notion that you cannot
serve God unless you are here and
there, do not believe it—that is a lie.
Right where God has you is where you
can serve God. It is right where you are
that you can show Christ.
“For false Christs and false

prophets shall rise, and shall shew
signs and wonders, to seduce, if it
were possible, even the elect” (Mark
13:22). False Christs, not the right
Christ—there are no other Christs—
there is no other helper but Christ. No
matter who they are, there is only one
genuine Christ and He is the Helper.
False Christs shall arise. “But take

ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all
things” (Mark 13:23). Jesus told His
disciples that these will all come in
their way. People go far for help. This
will all happen to them in connection
with these things. There are people
who put themselves there, but they are
false. Do not try to run after this one
and that one. We are living in a time
now when people are running after
people. Do not believe it, and here it
says do not go. Jesus Christ told the
disciples all things. He said He had
prophesied all things to them.
“But in those days, after that tribu-

lation, the sun shall be darkened, and
themoon shall not give her light” (Mark
13:24). Here is the difference. Many
have different solutions for this, and I
do not want to go into much either. In
those days, the sun shall be darkened.

Some believe that the sun may be
eclipsed and the moon may have
something happen to it for a day or an
hour or something like that; but I can-
not think this is only an hour’s work or
a day’s work.
After the time when the sun shall be

darkened, when there are dark days
afterward, that is, after the destruc-
tion, after the desolation has hap-
pened, after the other things have
happened—maybe many years after-
ward—Christ will return. The Lord, the
Sun, will shine wonderfully. Outstand-
ing men of God will fall and the pow-
ers that are in the heavens will be
shaken; but those times are nothing
compared to the coming darkness.
Even the church will not reflect a
worldwide readiness for a while.
The time is coming when the “stars

of heaven shall fall, and the powers
that are in heaven shall be shaken.
And then shall they see the Son ofman
coming in the clouds with great pow-
er and glory” (Mark 13:25-26). After
this time, there will be the literal com-
ing of the Lord. He is the Light that will
shine again.
“Then shall he send his angels, and

shall gather together his elect from the
four winds, from the uttermost part of
the earth to the uttermost part of heav-
en” (Mark 13:27). The time is prophet-
ic, giving the disciples and those who
follow a little idea of what is going to
come to pass.
“Now learn a parable of the fig tree;

When her branch is yet tender, and
putteth forth leaves, ye know that
summer is near: so ye in like manner,
when ye shall see these things come
to pass, know that it is nigh, even at
the doors. Verily I say unto you, that
this generation shall not pass, till all
these things be done. Heaven and
earth shall pass away: but my words
shall not pass away” (Mark 13:28-31).
Do not say that the generation has
passed. The generation did not pass
yet. Judaism is all over the world. It is
in every country. It is still here, and the
generation has not passed until all
these things are done. They are still
here. The clouds come and the mes-
sengers are seen, but there will be a
dry timewhen the sunwill be darkened
and the moon will not give light.
Today, of course, we think our coun-

try is sinful. It is, but not more sinful
than other countries in the world
where the sun and the moon shine. Of
course, we have little persecutions,
but the sun and the moon still shine.

We still can go where we please in our
country where there is liberty.
“But of that day and that hour

knoweth no man, no, not the angels
which are in heaven, neither the Son,
but the Father” (Mark 13:32). Jesus
answered the questions the disciples
asked, and added, “Take ye heed,
watch and pray: for ye know not
when the time is” (vs. 33). Look out,
do not run after people and do not
hang to a set time. Do not worship
man, worship the true God. Look out!
The message of the Lord Jesus
Christ is filled with love—watch and
pray!
“Take ye heed, watch and pray: for

ye know not when the time is. For the
Son of man is as a man taking a far
journey, who left his house, and gave
authority to his servants, and to every
man his work, and commanded the
porter to watch” (Mark 13:33-34). As a
man Jesus went off and gave authori-
ty to His servants and gave every man
his work. There are no underbosses.
Nobody can manage the work Jesus
gave me. Every man manages the
work given to him. Jesus said that. He
also commanded the porter to watch.
“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not

when the master of the house cometh,
at even, or at midnight, or at the cock-
crowing, or in the morning: lest com-
ing suddenly he find you sleeping”
(Mark 13:35-36). Jesus’ coming will be
sudden, so watch. The Lord may
come suddenly—watch. “What I say
unto you I say unto all, Watch” (vs. 37).
Look out. You have the right-of-way.
You are to watch so that you are ready.
He will not watch. He will not be there,
but you should watch that you are not
caught sleeping, but are wide-awake
for God.
My, my, how I did as I pleased in my

time, going to certain places and do-
ing certain things when I should have
been watching that I was at my post.
The Lord gave me my work, and that
should be all my work. I should be
found at my post doing what He wants
me to do.
Look out! You are dealing with

God—watch and pray. Never deal with
man. We with authority may boss you,
and we may do wrong. God will deal
with us. If you are dealt with wrongful-
ly, you just pray and tell the Lord about
it. You just remain true to Him who has
called you, appointed you, and elect-
ed you. See that you abide in Him.
“What I say unto you I say unto all,
Watch” (Mark 13:37). �

PROPHETIC PICTURES

(Continued from page 14)
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WANTED—
WRITERS FOR SUNDAY
SCHOOL CURRICULUM
Union Gospel Press is in need of several good

writers towritematerial for our “Christian Life Se-
ries” Sunday school literature on an assignment
basis. We need writers who have accepted
Christ as their personal Saviour, who have ex-
cellent writing skills, and who have a solid theo-
logical background in the fundamentals of the
Christian faith.

We are a nondenominational, evangelical
Christian publisher that holds to the fundamen-
tals of the Christian faith. Our primary interest is
to present God’s truth as written in His inspired
Word so that people might understand and de-
sire to accept the gospel message and so that
believers might grow in the faith.

If you are interested in being considered for a
writing assignment, please contact our editor in
chief, Miss Grace M. Todd, at the following ad-
dress:

Miss Grace M. Todd
Union Gospel Press
P.O. Box 6059
Cleveland, Ohio 44101-1059

ious stages of all the publications was
issued to all departments, a Director of
Operations was hired to oversee
Union Gospel Press, a new supervisor
was assigned to the Theological Edi-
torial Department, a revised Union
Gospel Press Manual of Style for writ-
ers and editors was drawn up, and a
modern history of the Society and
Union Gospel Press was undertaken.
With her subtle tweaks here and

there, Miss Todd is strengthening and
guiding the future of this ministry. In
her words: “Our big house is very
empty now. This, however, does not
hinder God'sministry. He is still in con-
trol, and He knows what is best for the
work here. God was the Originator of
this ministry, and only He knows what
the future holds. Until God allows this
ministry to end, He will always have
those who can direct this work for His
honor and glory.” �

(If you wish to contact our president, you may
do so through our Web site www.uniongospel
press.com or directly at gmtodd@uniongospel
press.com.)

OUR PRESIDENTS

(Continued from page 31)

GWS AND UGP EMPLOYEES

(Continued from page 44)

UnionGospelPressalsohashonored
Gospel Workers who reach milestone
years of service with surprise parties.
We have enjoyed catered employee ap-
preciation dinners. And sometimes we
simply find boxes of delicious donuts
in the lunchroom at break time!
We are a close-knit family here. The

company does not seek publicity and
therefore to some on the outside we
may seem reclusive, but it is a good
workplace. We have many employees
who have been with us for well over
thirty years. Not many companies
these days can make that claim.
The Lord has blessed us with con-

scientious, hardworking employees
who see that His message gets out.
Every day we are thankful for His prov-
idence and for the precious people He
has sent through our doors. Without
their efforts, we would not be able to
fill the great need throughout the world
for themessage of truth as recorded in
His holy Word, the Bible. �
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UGP Employees at Play

Just a friendly game of horseshoes

Traditionally members of the press crew do the grilling for our an-
nual picnic.

Gospel Workers (A. Bachman, M. Musselman, and L. Knopp), all

UGP employees at the time, have fun playing in the water of a

flooded kitchen.

Gospel Workers, Home Building employees, and UGP employees

get together for a birthday celebration.
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This employee is excited because she brought the most “deelishes

maters,” as she calls them, to the picnic.

Art director Char Krist is holding seven-week-old Heidi, in December 2001.

Members of the Packing Room handle setup and cleanup for the picnic.

Another special employee luncheon—this time employees were given travel
mugs bearing the company logo. These are members of editorial.

These slowcookers and contain-
ers, now empty, will hold baked
beans, dips, chili, and hot potato
salad.



Union Gospel Press
“Christian Life Series”

Affordable Quarterly Sunday School
Material Based on the King James Bible

The Bible Expositor and Illuminator and
Adult Bible Class are now available in large print!

Toll-Free Customer Service: 800-638-9988

Sunday schools throughout the world are using the “Christian Life Series” Bible study mate-
rials that are published at Union Gospel Press. Do not let your Sunday school miss out on the
biblical expositions that are presented in our Sunday school lessons.

The lessons, in combination with the messages that are preached in worship services, provide
incredible ways for Christians to learn more about God and His plan of salvation through Jesus
Christ, historical events in the Bible, and the biblical way to live a life that is well-pleasing to the
Lord.

The “Christian Life Series” is unique to Union Gospel Press and was adopted in the early days
of publishing. Union Gospel Press has provided the gospel message through the printed page for
over one hundred years. Our production departments remain busy preparing, printing, and ship-
ping the Sunday school literature so that our Sunday school material is in your hands when you
need it.

Union Gospel Press materials can also be used in private devotional times, during family de-
votions, or in weekly Bible studies at home or in churches. We supply materials for all ages, and
all ages can study the same lesson each week, which provides an excellent way for families to
study the Sunday school lesson together at home.

Do not pass up this opportunity to have the very best spiritual encouragement for you, your
family, and your Sunday school class.


