
The Body of Christ, the Church
What is the Church? 
The New Testament Prescription

Gospel Herald
and The Sunday School Times

Gospel Herald
and The Sunday School Times

Summer Quarter 2017



2 (130)

an indescribable fact did not prevent the future prophet from
making an excuse for not wanting to fulfill God’s role for him.
The Lord reassured Jeremiah of His presence and His be-
stowal of the words to say. Even when we feel inadequate,
God is there to help us to do His will (cf. Heb. 13:6).

July 23, 2017—Read Ezekiel 3:11. In order to respond
to God’s call to serve Him, the individual must have an in-
take of God’s Word spiritually and then obey what God’s
Word says. That is why God told Ezekiel to eat the scroll
that represented God’s message that Ezekiel would say
to the people. The Word of God was sweet as honey in
Ezekiel’s mouth. But the task as God’s prophet would be
hard; the people would not listen to him, just as they
would not listen to God. 

July 30, 2017—Read Amos 7:14-15. “For ye see your
calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called” (I Cor.
1:26). Such is a description of Amos as he answered
Amaziah (Amos 7:14). Regardless, God used him to give
God’s message to Israel. 

August 6, 2017—Read Acts 6:3. The ministry of Christ
is not just for a few—but for all—followers to be involved
in serving Him. Due to the growing needs of the New Tes-
tament church, the apostles realized that they needed
more people to make the ministry effective. How about
your church? Are only a few attempting to do the work of
the ministry?  

August 13, 2017—Read Acts 8:35. Have you ever felt
the nudging of the Holy Spirit to speak to someone about
the Lord or to do something for Him? That is what hap-
pened to Philip, except that the Lord spoke directly to him
(vs. 26). Today, God speaks to us through His Word. Be
encouraged not to ignore God’s nudging in your life. 

August 20, 2017—Read Acts 9:15. Knowing Saul’s
past, Ananias was reluctant at first to follow the Lord’s di-
rection to meet him. Nevertheless, God had an incredible
ministry for Saul. Never underestimate the power of the
gospel!

August 27, 2017—Read Acts 10:28. Peter, a Jew, was
used by the Lord to go to the household of Cornelius, a
Gentile, to tell them about Jesus. That was a difficult task
for Peter, but because God showed him through a vision
to be no respecter of persons, Peter obeyed, and Cor-
nelius’s household responded to the gospel. Now the
gospel was for the Jew and the Gentile. �

June 4, 2017—Read Judges 4:9. Because of their dis-
obedience to God, Israel found itself ruled by the Canaanites.
The nation cried out to God, and God used Deborah to give
the direction for victory. Sensing the urgency of the situation,
Deborah’s words in Judges 4:6 tell us of her courage and
strength in the face of opposition due to her faith in the Lord.

June 11, 2017—Read Judges 6:12. God had a specif-
ic task for Gideon. He would be used by God to deliver
Israel from the torment of the Midianites. When God
called Gideon, he started giving excuses for not answer-
ing His call. God replied that Gideon had His authority and
presence (vs. 14). 

June 18, 2017—Read Judges 11:9. The Ammonites
made war against Israel. The elders of Gilead went to
Jephthah and asked him to be their leader. He accepted
the call and made a vow that he should not have, but God
still gave Israel the victory. 

June 25, 2017—Read Judges 13:5. When Samson was
born, Israel was being afflicted by the Philistines. This was
because of Israel’s rebellion against God. The Angel of the
Lord told his mother, who was barren, that she would have
a son who would be a Nazarite, and he would “begin to de-
liver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” As he grew,
the Spirit of the Lord began to move him. Obviously, Sam-
son was a special child born for a specific purpose. All be-
lievers are special to God (cf. Matt. 10:29-31; Eph. 2:10).

July 2, 2017—Read Exodus 3:9-10. The heart of God
identifies with His people who are experiencing challenges.
For this reason, God called Moses to be the deliverer of His
people from Egyptian bondage. From a burning bush, God
spoke to Moses and promised to be with him as he led Is-
rael out of Egypt. The Lord also identifies with His people
today and is available anytime and anywhere.

July 9, 2017—Read Isaiah 6:8. In order to serve God,
the believer must know that He is holy. When Isaiah ex-
perienced the holiness of God, he realized he was a man
of unclean lips (a sinful man) and lived among a people of
unclean lips. God cleansed him of his sin, and when asked
by the Lord who should be sent, Isaiah volunteered. Fol-
lowing God’s pattern of holiness obligates believers to live
holy lives for Him (I Pet. 1:15-16).

July 16, 2017—Read Jeremiah 1:7. The omniscience of
God is beyond our comprehension. This was seen in Jere-
miah’s life when the Lord said that He knew him before his
conception in the womb. The Lord’s telling Jeremiah such
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What Is the Church?
The New Testament Prescription

BY ROBERT E. WENGER

IWAS glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord”

(Ps. 122:1). Psalm 122 has been at-
tributed to David. He rejoiced to re-
ceive the invitation to go worship the
Lord. In his time, “the house of the
Lord” would refer to the tabernacle in
Israel. At a later time, those words of
invitation could refer to the temple. 

This was a summons to all for a time
of worshipping the Lord and giving
Him the glory He deserves (cf. vs. 4).
The psalmist gladly welcomed the joy-
ful invitation, and those who invited
him rejoiced because a time had come
for fellowship together before the Lord
in the holy city of Jerusalem. 

David was glad to go where God
would meet with His people. He loved
the place of worship, but the “house”
itself was not the central focus (cf.
Acts 7:48-49). God was the object of
genuine love, worship, and praise.
Those gathering with David drew near
to God and to one another. 

Is that attitude, expressed in David’s
words, reflected in our attitudes today
as we prepare to gather with the people
of God? Christ lives in the hearts of be-
lievers (Eph. 3:17), and that fact should
unify us in worship and praise to Him. 

All too often, however, Christians do
not experience the joy and gladness
that should characterize fellowship in
His name. We gather together with in-
tentions to worship in unity, but in-
stead there is quarreling, jealousy,
selfishness, gossip, and strife (II Cor.
12:20). This should not be the case. 

Paul gives believers the remedy for
strife-filled church gatherings. He said
that when believers gather together,
they should heed the following advice:
“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger,
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put
away from you, with all malice: and be
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. . . . And
walk in love” (Eph. 4:31-32; 5:2). 

Paul taught that instead of exhibit-
ing those negative characteristics, be-
lievers should gather together “speak-
ing to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and mak-
ing melody in your heart to the Lord”
(Eph. 5:19). When we go to church, our
hearts and minds should be in a state
of worship, remembering why we have
come together—not to tear one an-
other down but to build one another
up (I Cor. 14:26). �

From the Editor’s Desk

Let Us Go
BY DON RUFF

THE mention of the word “church”
today is likely to elicit a variety of

mental images. For some, it would be
a building, perhaps with a steeple to
indicate its religious function. Others
would picture a gathering on a Sunday
morning. Still others would think of a
denomination or ecclesiastical organ-
ization that prescribes doctrines or
standards of conduct. And some
would simply consider “church” a syn-
onym for “religion.” 

Born-again Christians usually have

a more precise understanding of the
biblical idea of the church. Yet the
problems that plague present-day
churches—doctrinal, practical, and
moral—indicate a need to refresh our
understanding of New Testament
teaching on this subject. For it is
Scripture that defines the church and
sets the standards for its operation.

The Greek word translated “church”
in the New Testament is ekklesia, which
signifies an assembly of persons (nev-
er a place of worship). The Greeks

used it of any assembly of citizens (cf.
Acts 19:39), and the Greek translation
of the Old Testament used it of the
covenant people of God—the “con-
gregation” of Israel (cf. Deut. 18:16;
31:30). It was therefore natural to use it
of the people of the new covenant, the
followers of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus spoke of the church on two oc-
casions (Matt. 16:18; 18:17), both look-
ing toward future events. His words in
Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church,”
indicated that His church had not yet
come into being. This could not happen
until He had died, risen again (cf. Col.
1:18), ascended to heaven (cf. Eph.
1:20-23), and sent the Holy Spirit (cf.
I Cor. 12:13). Thus, it becomes clear that
the Christian church began on the Day
of Pentecost (Acts 1:5; 2:4; cf. 11:15-16). 

The church now represents God in
the world, as Israel did before. But the
two bodies are quite different. No
longer is God represented by a nation;
His spiritual body is taken from all na-
tions (Matt. 28:19; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8;
15:14-18). And within that worldwide
assembly, He makes no distinctions
based on race, ethnicity, social class, or
gender (I Cor. 12:12-13; Gal. 3:28; Eph.
2:11-22; Col. 3:10-11). Faith in Jesus
Christ is the only prerequisite for mem-
bership (Acts 16:30-31). 

In the book of Acts, “church” de-
notes both this worldwide body and
individual local assemblies (cf. Acts
8:1; 13:1; 14:23; 20:28). Many epis-
tles were written to individual assem-
blies or groups of churches, but the
Apostle Paul also devoted much at-
tention to the universal church (cf.
I Cor. 10:32; Col. 1:18; I Tim. 3:15;
Eph. 1—6). Each local assembly is
thus a manifestation of the worldwide
church of Jesus Christ. 

For what purpose, function, and mis-
sion did Christ establish His church in
the world? This can be viewed from
several angles. First, being divinely es-
tablished and indwelt, the church exists
to glorify God. Paul states that every-
thing God does through the church is
“to the praise of the glory of his grace”
(Eph. 1:6; cf. vss. 12, 14; 3:21). Peter
declares that it exists “that ye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you” (I Pet. 2:9; cf. 4:11). 

God is glorified through the church’s
ministry to both believers and unbeliev-
ers. As members of a spiritual body,
Christians are responsible for their mu-
tual welfare (Rom. 12:3-8; I Cor. 12:3-13;
Eph. 4:11-16). No Christian has been
overlooked by the Holy Spirit in the dis-
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5:2; I John 4:10-12). Love displays itself
in all kinds of good deeds (Rom. 12:9-
21), and while these should extend to all
mankind, they ought to be displayed
especially to other saints (Gal. 6:10). 

Brotherly love should lead Christians
to cultivate peace among themselves,
overlooking the petty differences that
lead to disputes (II Cor. 13:11; Eph. 4:1-
3; Phil. 4:2; I Thess. 5:13). This harmony
should override differences between
those of stronger and weaker con-
sciences (Rom. 14:1—15:7) and rule out
jealousy and pride over the use of spiri-
tual gifts (I Cor. 12—13). In short, love is
to be the distinguishing mark of all be-
lievers (John 13:34-35). 

Believers therefore are to be known
for openhanded generosity. The early
church set the example through its min-
istry to widows (Acts 6:1-7; I Tim. 5:3-10)
and its provision for needy saints in oth-
er localities (Rom. 15:25-27; I Cor. 16:1-
4; II Cor. 8—9). New Testament writers
urged churches to extend hospitality to
traveling believers (Rom. 12:13; Heb.
13:2; I Pet. 4:9) and to support ministers
of the gospel (I Cor. 9:13-14; Gal. 6:6;
III John 1:5-8). 

However, even if the church fulfills
these duties to its own members, it
can still fail miserably in its mission to
glorify God. The mutual edification of
believers should contribute to the
church’s further purpose of reaching
the unbelieving world with the gospel.
Before He left the earth, Jesus com-
missioned His followers to evangelize
the earth and make more disciples
(Matt. 28:19; Luke 24:46-48; Acts 1:8). 

Jesus never promised that the whole

world would respond favorably to the
gospel. But He charged the church to
give everyone the opportunity to re-
ceive His salvation. He designated His
redeemed followers witnesses, who
would share with the world what He
accomplished in their lives through His
death and resurrection (cf. John 15:26-
27; Acts 1:8; 4:33; 23:11). The book of
Acts chronicles how the early church
fulfilled this mission. 

But this witness is to go beyond
merely proclaiming a transforming
message. It is also to demonstrate the
truth of this message through the
transformed lives of saints. Jesus
commanded His followers to let their
lights so shine that men might “see
[their] good works, and glorify [their]
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16;
cf. Phil. 2:14-15; Titus 2:14; 3:8). 

Exemplary behavior is commanded
in every circumstance of life. Overseers
of churches are to have a good reputa-
tion among outsiders (I Tim. 3:7; Titus
2:7-8). Employees are to be faithful in
their work (I Tim. 6:1; Titus 2:9-10).
Those who handle money should be
scrupulously honest (II Cor. 8:20-21).
Women married to unbelievers should
seek to win them through respectful
behavior (I Pet. 3:1-2). Even in perse-
cution, Christians are to maintain a
blameless life (I Pet. 2:12-15; 3:13-17). 

Christians are also expected to
bring additional benefits to society. As
the “salt of the earth” (Matt. 5:13), they
are to promote good wherever they
are, following the example of Jesus
(Acts 10:38). They are guardians and
examples of truth in a world of false-
hood (I Tim. 3:15; III John 1:3-4); thus,
they are the instruments the Holy Spir-
it uses to restrain evil (II Thess. 2:6-7). 

The fulfillment of these purposes is no
simple matter, however, for dangers be-
set the church. Some of these come
from a hostile world. Jesus candidly pre-
dicted that His followers would be as de-
spised as He was (Matt. 10:16-25; John
15:18-21; 16:1-3), and the book of Acts
reveals how quickly this came to pass. 

Much of the early persecution came
from religious leaders, who resented
the influence of the new faith (Acts 5:17-
18; 8:1; 13:6-11; 19:23-28). But soon
political leaders also became hostile,
fearing the church’s impact on their au-
thority or the peace of their realms
(12:1-4; 16:19-24). Several martyrdoms
are recorded in the New Testament
(Acts 7:54-60; 12:1-2; II Tim. 4:6), and
persecution became even more severe

tribution of spiritual gifts, all of which are
essential to the spiritual health of the
church (cf. I Cor. 12:14-28). All are to
serve one another in love (chap. 13). 

Since the church’s existence is based
on the apostolic message of Jesus’
atoning death and resurrection (cf. I Cor.
15:1-8), it is essential that its members
be continually instructed in it. Thus,
teaching (alongside apostleship and
prophecy) is a New Testament priority
(12:28). Those carrying out pastoral
ministry must have the gift of teaching
(Eph. 4:11; I Tim. 3:1-2), lest the
church’s fundamental message be lost. 

Along with teaching, Christians owe
one another exhortation and encour-
agement as they face a hostile world
(cf. Acts 14:21-22; Heb. 3:13). This is
one reason corporate worship is so
important (cf. Heb. 10: 24-25). At such
times, believers are taught (cf. Acts
20:7), pray (Acts 2:42; 4:31; I Tim. 2:1,
8), sing praises (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16),
and take up offerings for those in need
(Acts 11:27-30; I Cor. 16:1-3). 

Corporate services also unify and
encourage believers through the ordi-
nances Christ established. Baptism
reminds them of the Spirit’s ongoing
work in regenerating sinners and
adding them to the assembly (Acts
2:41; 8:12; 10:48; 18:8). The Lord’s
Supper focuses attention on the body
and blood Jesus sacrificed for their re-
demption and elicits spiritual self-ex-
amination (I Cor. 11:23-28). 

But mutual encouragement goes be-
yond corporate worship; it is woven into
the fabric of believers’ everyday lives.
Being recipients of God’s love, they are
instructed to share it with others (Eph.

(Continued on page 13)
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MY dad and I were traveling down
Interstate 81 to connect with In-

terstate 64 near Staunton to reach our
eventual destination of Charlottesville,
Virginia. He had planted a church there
fifty years before, and they had invited
him back to speak at the anniversary
of that beginning. Back then, church
planting was called pioneering. He
told me about the people he had met
and ministered to in that first congre-
gation. I would later meet several of
them who still attended. He related nu-
merous experiences he had under-
gone. I wish I could recall all that he
told me. 

My dad is gone now, and I am the
patriarch of the family. I do remember
that Dad told me he started a church
somewhere in western Pennsylvania,
and one in Chambersburg, where he
met my mother and they were married.
The stories of how he met people,
ministered to their needs, prayed with
them, and counseled them were fasci-
nating. 

While trying to raise financing to
build the church in Chambersburg,
Dad visited a farmer one day, and the
man asked him how much money he
needed. It was approximately
$20,000. The farmer appeared to be
poor—he still slept on a straw tick

mattress. When Dad told him how
much money he needed, the farmer
immediately loaned it to him. The man
had three sons. One went into the min-
istry and the other two remained fast
friends of mine as we grew up.

I had no desire to go into the min-
istry myself, but I was approached one
day by our pastor. He said that their
Navajo mission needed a teacher and
a nurse, which my wife and I were.
During a year of teaching, nursing, and
dorm parenting, we saw our need for
Bible training. After the training, we re-
turned to the Navajo mission and did
“adult ministry.” While taking a sum-
mer ministry group to town for sou-
venir shopping, I wandered into a used
bookstore, where I came across a
small volume on mission strategy.
That book changed my ministry.

Putting into effect the principles
from the book and those I was taught
in seminary, I started holding meetings
out where the people were instead of
trying to get them to come to the mis-
sion. The goal was to plant churches,
and it worked. We planted three
churches, two of which are still going
strong. It is interesting how the Lord
brought me full circle—the son of a
church planter doing church planting
myself. 

Indeed, the work of church planting
is God’s work, and God gives the in-
crease. His Word gives the plan for it
and the commission to carry it out. We
continue the program that began in the
book of Acts. You could say that church
planting is God’s plan for this age. 

Paul and Barnabas, on their return
missionary trip, preached their way
back through Lystra, Iconium, and An-
tioch, “confirming the souls of the dis-
ciples, . . . and when they had ordained
them elders in every church, . . . they
commended them to the Lord, on
whom they believed” (Acts 14:21-23).
The rest of the book is about preach-
ing, confirming, and ordaining in other
places with other people. The people
are the church. 

With different situations, different
strategies are used, but the result is
the same—a group of believers meet-
ing regularly to study the Word, praise
the Lord, and train new disciples. Then
that church sends out its own mis-
sionaries to do the same. 

The church that sent us out to the
Navajo field was itself in the process of
being planted. It met in a lodge hall.
People from a church in a neighboring
county made up the majority of the
congregation at the beginning, but af-
ter the church plant was able to stand
on its own, they would go back to their
home church. A home missions or-
ganization was paying the pastor. 

Church planting needs to be
planned; it does not just happen.
Someone has to organize the effort
and train the workers. There has to be
a vision, which comes from the study
of the Scriptures. There should be a
“living out” of the book of Acts. 

The methodology for church planting
has to be established, and there is
good and bad methodology. Some
churches are founded by people who
would take advantage of others for fi-
nancial gain. Those types tend to be
very outgoing. They have sensational
stories, and they make grand promises.
This is not good methodology.

The best way to plant a church and
make it grow is to offer consistent
Bible teaching, sound biblical coun-
seling, and programs for all ages. If
you get people in the door with circus-
style hype, you have to maintain that

The Son of a Church Planter
BY PHILIP J. LESKO
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pastor of a church-planting effort will
be very busy. The essential ministry of
going to homes to present the gospel
can take up many available evenings.

A love for people is essential for
such a ministry. Each person you con-
tact needs to believe that you love and
care for him and his needs. When you
preach, you preach to friends. You
bear their burdens, weep with them in
times of sorrow, and rejoice with them
in times of joy. 

The reward is a multitude of people
who care about you and support you
when you have a need. The bond that
is formed through the gospel ministry
of church planting is strong and en-
during. It continues on through gener-
ations.

Is God calling you to be a church
planter? I urge you to follow that call-
ing and get involved in a church-plant-
ing effort. �

nursery, junior church, and teen pro-
gram so that visiting families feel that
their needs are being met. Bible
studies for women and young moth-
ers, a senior citizens group, and a
weekday children’s club are good
ideas also. 

There can be a constant struggle to
recruit workers for these programs
and to give them the support they
need. Romans 16 includes a list of
people who gave Paul support in his
ministry. It shows that an evangelist,
missionary, or pastor needs to give
recognition to those who help him. 

In a closed and hostile society, such
outreach programs may not be possi-
ble, and the church may have to meet
secretly. The Lord will guide in such
situations. Be assured that there is no
place or country on earth where the
Lord is not able to build His church.
He can raise up a man with a vision
and send him to Communist or Islam-
ic countries, or to desert, arctic, jun-
gle, or Pacific Island environments.
God could send a Christian to preach
the gospel to the next village or to the
other side of the globe. 

God can raise up men with vision.
Our pastors should preach to instill a
biblical vision. Young Christian men
should be encouraged to become
church planters and be directed to a
good Bible school. 

My father often spoke of his mentor,
Mr. Hyde, whom I never met. Mr. Hyde
directed my father’s early ministry and
gave him encouragement. I was born
in Texas because Mr. Hyde placed my
father in a church there. 

I was directed to Bible seminary by
a fellow missionary who took me un-
der his wing. The vision is passed on
from man to man. A church planter
does not operate in a vacuum. There
are conferences that refresh the vision
and encourage the workers. Home-
and foreign-missions organizations
have superintendents and commit-
tees to oversee the work. They make
suggestions and evaluate the
progress. 

Jesus was so thronged by the mul-
titudes that he could not even find time
to eat (Mark 3:20). The church planter
who is contacting and ministering to
people may find himself in much the
same situation. People have needs,
and the minister of the gospel has an-
swers. He prays with people, gets in-
volved in their lives, meets their family
and relatives, and ministers to them so
that the circle expands even more. The

level of hype to keep them coming,
and sound teaching is usually lacking.

As a young man attending the
church in that lodge hall, I was capti-
vated by the expository preaching. I
said to my wife, “I need more of what
he is teaching. Let’s go back Sunday
evening too.” Then we went to the
prayer meeting there and later started
hosting it. Our home was filled with
prayer as the people split up into small
groups to pray each Wednesday night.
I then decided to join those who were
canvassing the neighborhood on
Tuesdays, which was followed by the
invitation to become a missionary.
That was followed by attending semi-
nary and church-planting evangelism.
One decision led to another. 

That is what happens when you
plant churches. People make deci-
sions. There is an excitement, a moti-
vation, a drive, a purpose. It is not just
the same old routine. God is working
because you are aligning yourself with
His plan. 

The epistles of Paul were written to
churches he and others had planted.
His letters contain counsel that he
gave to new believers who had lots of
problems, any one of which could tear
a church apart. 

I once heard a man say that it is easy
to start a church, but it is hard to keep
it going. That is true. For instance,
what do you do when things settle
down and become routine and hum-
drum? The answer is to never stop
reaching out. Never discontinue
neighborhood visitation. Never stop
having revival meetings. Never quit
preaching the gospel.

An overriding principle in all of this
is meeting people’s needs. People
have to be the focus of attention. In an
open and friendly society, contact can
be made through door-to-door visita-
tion for soul-winning and issuing invi-
tations to services. Contact names, for
teams to visit later, may be gathered at
free public concerts or other events.

Churches can also publicly adver-
tise first-responder or military appreci-
ation Sundays, during which police,
firefighters, and soldiers are honored.
This builds community goodwill.
Friendship Sundays, in which church
members invite friends to attend
church with them, are good outreach-
es as well.

All these efforts are good, and all
must be followed up with personal
contacts, visitation, and interest. A
church also needs to have in place a

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division
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IF you want joy, real joy, wonderful
joy; Let Jesus come into your heart”

(Carlson). The old chorus still rings
true for those who love their place in
God’s eternal family.

For the Christian, one of life’s great-
est joys is being instrumental in lead-
ing another person to salvation. Doing
this through personal witness ranks
right up near the top of the joy chart.
Yet sad to say, most believers have
never experienced this incredible oc-
currence.

Many believers are not actively in-
volved in witnessing. Others have nev-
er shared their faith with anyone.
Those who have not gone to Bible col-
lege or a seminary often feel inade-
quate to speak to others about the
gospel. Where does a person begin?

Let us talk about this scary thing
called soul winning. What do I need to
know to witness? How do I overcome
my fear of talking to people about Je-
sus? What is God’s purpose for my life?
How can I learn to be more effective in
my witness to the unsaved? And once
I know how to witness, what is next?

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL?
OK, one thing at a time. Approach

witnessing this way. What is the
gospel? If we have confusion here, we

lose the battle before we begin. The
Lord instructs us through the Apostle
Paul in Galatians 1:9 that sharing a
gospel contrary to the one revealed to
the apostles brings curses rather than
blessings.

Consider these three components
of a clear, biblical gospel:

1. We are all sinners. Sin causes
death and separation from God, now
and for all eternity. Romans 3 explains
the ways of sinners. Verses 9-20 indi-
cate that we are helpless and hopeless
when it comes to saving ourselves.
Romans 3:23 indicates that every per-
son needs salvation, and 6:23 pro-
nounces the death sentence for the
guilty.

2. A clear gospel must include the
facts about Jesus, the Christ. The
foundational fact about Jesus is that
He is the Son of God. Be sure you have
acknowledged in your own heart that
Jesus is God. As the Creator and Sus-
tainer of all things, He is God (Col.
1:16-17). As the King of kings and Lord
of lords, He deserves our worship and
praise (cf. Rev. 4:11).

After we establish the deity of
Christ, we need to understand the
facts of His death and resurrection.
Jesus took the punishment for sin and
died in our place when He shed His

blood on the cross. He was our sub-
stitute. We deserved the punishment
for our sins. Jesus bore our sins in His
body on the tree (I Pet. 2:24).

We should always preach the resur-
rection of Jesus from the dead, just as
the apostles did (Acts 2:30-32; 3:26;
4:2; 10:40).

3. Our essential personal response
is faith. Holy Spirit-produced belief re-
sults in salvation and eternal life. “But
without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a re-
warder of them that diligently seek
him” (Heb. 11:6).

Saving faith means that an individ-
ual believes that Jesus is the Christ
and that He died in his or her place
when He shed His blood on the cross.

An important distinction of theology
addresses the accomplishments of
Christ on the cross. He redeemed us
from sin by paying the price (I Pet.
1:18-19). He reconciled us to God so
that we can move from hostility to God
to harmony with Him (II Cor. 5:19).

Christ satisfied the requirements of
a holy God who is righteously angry
about sin. God will forgive the believ-
er and give him eternal salvation
through what Christ has done (Rom.
3:25). This is called propitiation.

MEMORIZE SCRIPTURE
Here are some key Scripture verses

all believers should memorize:
Sin—“For all have sinned, and come

short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).
Christ—“I and my Father are one”

(John 10:30). “Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures” (I Cor.
15:3).
Faith—“For by grace are ye saved

through faith; and that not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast”
(Eph. 2:8-9).

Other significant Scriptures that we
should become familiar with include:
About sin—Romans 3:9-20, 6:23
About Christ—John 8:58, Romans

3:24, 6:23, II Corinthians 5:21, Colos-
sians 1:16-17
About faith—John 3:16, 36, 5:24,

Romans 10:9-13, Galatians 2:16

OVERCOMING FEAR
Join the club—normal people fear

witnessing. I remember some of my
first airplane flights. I got sweaty
palms on takeoff and landing. My

What, Me Witness?
BY DAVID W. WILCOX, D.MIN. 
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FOUNDATIONS OF PRAYER
Personal witness to the unsaved

grows from our relationship with God.
For too many years, I never under-
stood the real meaning of Paul’s com-
mand to the Thessalonian church,
“Pray without ceasing” (I Thess.
5:17).

Every moment of every day, we live
in the presence of our loving God. We
can talk to Him as our best friend right
by our side. When a person shares his
or her faith, he can trust in God and
pray that he will at the same time do
His work of regeneration. Try it! It is ex-
citing and powerful.

Witnessing is not about us. It is
about God. When we allow our fears
to control us, our faith in God suffers.
He is the one sinners reject. I can be
gentle, kind, passionate, and serious
about eternal salvation, but I must re-
member—it is not me people spurn,
it is my Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ.

Sean McDowell’s book, Apologetics
for a New Generation (Harvest House),
makes a case that we build all apolo-
getics (defense of the faith) upon per-
sonal relationships. To me it sounds
like Paul’s statements in I Corinthians:
“Yet have I made myself servant unto
all, that I might gain the more” (9:19).
“To the weak became I as weak, that I
might gain the weak: I am made all
things to all men, that I might by all
means save some” (vs. 22).

Elsewhere, Paul poured out love and
concern for the young believers in
Thessalonica when he said, “But as we
were allowed of God to be put in trust
with the gospel, even so we speak; not
as pleasing men, but God” (I Thess.
2:4). Then Paul tells of dealing with the
Thessalonians when they were un-
saved: “We were gentle among you,
even as a nurse cherisheth her children:
so being affectionately desirous of you,
we were willing to have imparted unto
you, not the gospel of God only, but
also our own souls, because ye were
dear unto us” (vss. 7-8).

Pray right now that God might help
you to build a relationship with some-
one who needs Jesus. As you go
about your daily tasks, look for oppor-
tunities to develop very close ties with
the people God brings into your life.
Know the facts about the gospel and
Scripture to support each fact. Prac-
tice telling the gospel. Then, in the
name of Jesus and the power of the
Holy Spirit, go and tell it! �

our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given
us in Christ Jesus before the world
began, but is now made manifest by
the appearing of our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who hath abolished death,
and hath brought life and immortality
to light through the gospel” (II Tim.
1:9-10).

At the conclusion of the Great Com-
mission (Matt. 28:19-20), Jesus in-
structed His disciples, “[Teach] them
to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you.” This started a chain
of events that has led all the way to the
twenty-first century. We are part of a
long line of disciples going back to
Galilee. How exciting to be in that
chain of witnesses! As our e-mail
friends say, “Forward this message
and see what happens.”

WITNESS WITH PASSION
If I am excited about something, I

will work hard to master it. Excel-
lence—whether in sports, cooking,
mechanics, scrapbooking, comput-
ers, or any other field—requires pas-
sion. Passion kick-starts any endeav-
or. That is why we sometimes ask
people, “What is your passion?”

As evangelical Christians, we have
many opportunities to witness to oth-
ers. Some churches offer training
classes in evangelism. Individuals en-
courage one another by getting in-
volved in community outreach. Some
families experience a good response
by inviting neighbors to their homes
for a barbecue or simple meal. As re-
lationships strengthen, opportunities
to talk about Jesus and eternal life
abound.

Apologetics often offers a strong
connection with soul winning. Peter
reminds us to always be ready to give
a reason for the hope that is in us
(I Pet. 3:15). With holy, reverent, gen-
tle, and respectful hearts, we tell peo-
ple why Jesus gives us hope. We can-
not pursue apologetics, no matter how
we approach it, if we are not willing to
share the gospel of eternal life through
faith in Christ.

We must spend quality time with un-
saved people. Productive time pro-
duces strong relationships. Loving re-
lationships can in time be directed
naturally to discussions about God,
the Bible, and salvation. Working to-
gether with the Holy Spirit and the liv-
ing Word, the gospel penetrates peo-
ple’s hearts to bring salvation.

body tensed up when we went
through bumpy storms aloft. After
thousands of miles in the air, I no
longer feel those sensations. Why?
Because the more you do something,
the more comfortable you become do-
ing it.

Early attempts at witnessing are
understandably difficult. My wife
and I have three grown children. I
learned when they were babies to
start telling them the gospel. Not a
baby version. I mean a real, grown-
up, straight-from-the-Bible version.
This made me comfortable sharing
the gospel.

One of my first attempts at using an
evangelism presentation made the
four of us in the room very uncomfort-
able. Years later the man I had talked
to came to me and asked, “Do you re-
member when you came to my house
and told me how to be saved?” I did
remember, and he is living for Jesus
many years later because of our wit-
ness to him in his home!

We must convince ourselves that
when we witness, we are obeying the
command of God. “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-
20).

Remember that God will not ask you
to do something that He will not give
you the power to do. Remember also
Christ’s promise: “And, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world” (Matt. 28:20). God has sent the
Holy Spirit to teach and assist us so
that we can effectively witness to oth-
ers.

The Apostle John had a vision of the
resurrected Christ telling him, “Fear
not” (Rev. 1:17). John went on to wit-
ness about the end-time events Jesus
showed him by writing the book of
Revelation. I love II Timothy 1:7: “For
God hath not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and of a
sound mind.”

THE REASON WE WITNESS
Challenging young Timothy to con-

tinue preaching the gospel, the Apos-
tle Paul said, “Be not thou therefore
ashamed of the testimony of our Lord”
(II Tim. 1:8). This high and holy calling
is God’s plan for each of us.

“[God] hath saved us, and called us
with an holy calling, not according to
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THERE is no more important oppor-
tunity given to a man by God than

to be called “Dad.” During the past
century, there were many attempts to
standardize a special day to honor fa-
thers as had been done for honoring
mothers. Finally, in 1972 President
Nixon made it official that the third
Sunday in June would be a special day
to honor fathers. 

Any man who has had the privilege
of being a father will attest that father-
hood is not just for one day a year. Be-
ing a father is a very special assign-
ment from God that is a calling for 365
days a year, not just for one Sunday
each year. 

The key to any human relationship—
be it father and son, mother and
daughter, husband and wife, friend and
friend—is one’s relation to God. All hu-
man relationships can be viewed as a
triangle with God at the apex and two
humans on the corners of the base.
Both father and child need to relate to
God first and then to each other.

There is no better way for one to un-
derstand the relationship between
God and a father than to look at sev-
eral enduring examples from the
pages of the Bible. No father-child re-
lationship is ever perfect. Just as every
father today struggles with his rela-
tionship with God and his child(ren), so
the men of the Bible struggled with
their special assignments from God. 

Men in the Bible did not fail or suc-
ceed as fathers so much as they failed
or succeeded as human beings in re-
lationship with God. They all are ex-
amples to challenge fathers today to
become better in relating to both God
and one’s earthly assignments. 

The following four questions, drawn
from biblical examples of fathers, can
be used as a checklist on parenting
skills by any father.
Is your focus more on God or on

God’s gifts? God said to Abraham,
“Take now thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee
into the land of Moriah” (Gen. 22:2,

emphasis added). Abraham had just
been commanded by God to sacrifice
his son Isaac. What a horrible dilemma
for Abraham! No earthly father has
faced a more difficult assignment. The
entire covenant that God had made
with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) was now
in apparent jeopardy because it rested
on this son.

Abraham had waited twenty-five
years for this son, and now he was
asked to sacrifice him. Isaac was
probably in his late teens at the time.
Genesis 22:2 emphasizes that the son
was Abraham’s dearest possession.
This was in reality a test of Abraham’s
faith—did he love God or God’s gifts
more? 

Being a good father is not an easy
task. It means one must focus his en-
tire life on God and not on all the
good gifts God gives. A godly father
will enjoy and even thank God for all
of God’s good gifts, but he will al-
ways keep his focus on God and not
God’s gifts. 

Godly Fathering
BY MARTIN R. DAHLQUIST
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priest, Samuel responded to the voice
with “Speak; for thy servant heareth”
(I Sam. 3:10). Most Sunday school les-
sons usually stop there, focusing on
Samuel’s willingness to listen to God.
But what did the Lord say to Samuel?
The message is recorded in verse 13,
quoted in the previous paragraph. The
young boy was told to deliver a most
serious message to his mentor, the
high priest. Because Eli had neglected
his parental duty to control his sons,
God was taking the priesthood away
from him. 

One’s service to or relationship with
God always starts at home. History is
filled with many a sad or sincere God-
fearing father who paid a very high
price for failing to serve God on the
home front. It is a regrettable situation
for those who are famous for doing
great deeds for God yet fail in their
most important task of fathering. 

It is not necessary to look far from
the days of Samuel to find other ex-
amples of fatherly failure. One of the
greatest men in the Bible is King
David. He was used mightily of God.
His story is told more in the Bible than
any person other than Jesus Christ,
yet he failed as a father. 

The book of II Samuel records
David’s adultery with Bath-sheba.
Tragic family problems followed. His
son Amnon raped his half-sister Tamar.
Her brother Absalom, also David’s son,
killed Amnon. Then Absalom rebelled
against his father, chased David out of
Jerusalem, and tried to kill him. Absa-
lom was then killed in battle. The ac-
count ends with David in tears over his
dead son. “O my son Absalom, my
son, my son Absalom! would God I had
died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my
son!” (18:33). 

No man can better serve his God
than to raise up godly children. A god-
ly father should be very serious about
his service for God; however, that
service should never be an excuse for
not fathering his children. 
Are you a man of integr i ty?

“Joseph her husband, being a just
man, and not willing to make her a
publick example, was minded to put
her away privily. . . . Joseph being
raised from sleep did as the angel of
the Lord had bidden him, and took
unto him his wife: and knew her not
till she had brought forth her firstborn
son” (Matt. 1:19, 24-25, emphasis
added). 

One might wonder why God would

Do your children know what God
has done in your life? “Also all that
generation were gathered unto their
fathers: and there arose another gen-
eration after them, which knew not the
Lord, nor yet the works which he had
done for Israel” (Judg. 2:10, emphasis
added). 

One would be hard-pressed to find
a sadder verse in the Bible than this
one. What a horrible indictment for an
entire generation—to not know the
Lord. The generation before them
was the generation who had wit-
nessed all the miracles God had per-
formed for Israel when He brought
them out of Egyptian slavery, allowed
them to cross the Red Sea, helped
them to survive forty years in the
desert, and then brought them into
the Promised Land. Truly there has
never been a generat ion more
blessed by God.

It appears that the former genera-
tion failed to pass on to their children
the glorious grace and care of the
Almighty God. The generation in the
Promised Land that came after the
death of Joshua had no firsthand
knowledge or understanding of God’s
greatness.

In every generation one can find ex-
amples of men who have failed in their
task as fathers. Seldom does one find
an entire generation of fathers who ap-
parently failed, as revealed in the ear-
ly chapters of Judges. The irony of the
above example is even greater when
one stops to realize how blessed that
generation of fathers had been. Living
with many miracles is of little value for
fathers if they fail to teach the next
generation about God and His mighty
deeds. 

Children are very perceptive. They
will see how serious their father is
about his relationship with God. A
godly father will make a conscious
effort to continually review for his
children all that God has done in his
life. 
Are you substituting service for God

for your parental responsibilities? The
Lord told Samuel, “For I have told him
[Eli] that I will judge his house for ever
for the iniquity which he knoweth; be-
cause his sons made themselves vile,
and he restrained them not” (I Sam.
3:13, emphasis added). 

Most Sunday school children can
tell you the story of Samuel, who as a
child heard God’s voice while he was
sleeping. At the urging of Eli the high

choose Joseph to be the earthly father
of His special Son. Matthew 1 answers
that question. Joseph was a righteous
man who was both discreet and sen-
sitive (vs. 19). He accepted his special
assignment from God—to raise the
Messiah with great obedience and
self-discipline (vss. 24-25).

Over the years much has been said
about the woman that God chose to
bear the Messiah. But what about the
Messiah’s earthly father? Despite the
fact that little is said about him,
Joseph was an integral part of raising
Jesus. 

Fathers can learn a valuable lesson
from Joseph by how he treated Mary.
A man cannot better serve God or his
children than to deeply love and cher-
ish his wife. Joseph’s deep love for
Mary showed clearly. We can see this
in the way he wrestled with the fact
that his wife-to-be was expecting a
child. His first reaction was very simi-
lar to the way Mary responded when
told she was to be the mother of Je-
sus (Luke 1:34). 

Joseph reacted within the confines
of his culture. He knew that the baby
that was conceived in his beloved was
not his biological child. He looked for
a discreet way to deal with his fiancée.
It was then that the angel of the Lord
told Joseph to take Mary as his wife
(Matt. 1:20).

What shows more than anything
else in the biblical text is the fact that
Joseph was a man of great integrity.
His character challenges fathers
everywhere to live lives of trusting and
obeying God. 

Children learn more by what they
observe than from any other source.
Like Joseph, a godly father will be a
man who is the same at home as in
public. Fathers must have integrity—a
personality trait that is clear for all to
observe. 

Being a godly father is not an easy
task. In fact, it is a special calling from
God in which a man is challenged to
make Him the focus of his life and
family. 

Godly fathering is a calling for all
kinds of men—biological fathers, men
called to special ministry or service for
God, and men who are to be stepfa-
thers. Most important, all fathers are
called by God to parent the next gener-
ation to recognize, obey, and serve Him. 

Godly fathering—it all starts with
God. There is no more important op-
portunity given to a man by God than
to be called “Dad.” �
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JESUS is my superhero” is a quote I
have seen on various forms of social

media. These words may seem trite or
silly to adults, but for children and teens
it probably has significant meaning.

We live in an era in which there is a
dearth of actual heroes. That is why su-
perheroes and comic-book characters
have gained popularity in our society.

The people who are often glamor-
ized in our culture as heroes are actu-
ally some of the worst role models for
children. These include rock stars and
other celebrities who live ungodly lives
and do not believe there is anything
wrong with influencing future genera-
tions to do the same.

As Christians, how can we stem the
tide of the world’s influence on our
children? Should we separate our-
selves completely from the world and
live in isolation?

Even if we were to try to do this, it
would be virtually impossible unless
we were able to cut off every form of
communication to the outside world.
And the Bible teaches us otherwise: “I
pray not that thou shouldest take them
out of the world, but that thou
shouldest keep them from the evil. . . .
As thou hast sent me into the world,
even so have I also sent them into the
world” (John 17:15, 18).

Are we to go to the other extreme
and allow every form of ungodly influ-
ence into our homes and our children’s
lives—music, movies, Internet use—
and pray that God will somehow
miraculously protect us and our chil-
dren from what we are seeing and
hearing? Doing this would mean we
would be derelict in our responsibili-
ties as parents and godly adults.

BE CHRISTIAN ROLE MODELS
However, there is a third alterna-

tive—one that is viable and can be
done with God’s help. We should pro-
vide strong Christian role models for
the children and teens in our homes
and within our churches.

We are clearly instructed in the Bible
to teach our children God’s wonderful
ways. Psalm 78:1-7 states,

Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline
your ears to the words of my mouth. I will
open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark
sayings of old: which we have heard and
known, and our fathers have told us. We will

not hide them from their children, shewing
to the generation to come the praises of the
Lord, and his strength, and his wonderful
works that he hath done. For he established
a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law
in Israel, which he commanded our fathers,
that they should make them known to their
children: that the generation to come might
know them, even the children which should
be born; who should arise and declare them
to their children: that they might set their
hope in God, and not forget the works of
God, but keep his commandments.

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER COUNTS
Equally important to the instruction

we provide, we need to model integrity
and strong Christian character to our
children by living godly lives. We are to
be upright role models.

Most psychologists agree that par-
ents are the primary role models for
their children. Therefore, it is incum-
bent on parents to live lives that chil-
dren will want to emulate. “And, ye fa-
thers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

None of us are perfect, but as men
and women of God, we are to “walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing,
being fruitful in every good work, and
increasing in the knowledge of God”
(Col. 1:10). Children may also look up
to close relatives, teachers, and other
adults as role models. 

GOD ESTEEMS CHILDREN
Sadly, many Christians do not un-

derstand the inherent value of children
and the role that we, as adults, play in
their lives. Even the disciples did not
understand this: “And they brought
young children to [Jesus], that he
should touch them: and his disciples
rebuked those that brought them. But
when Jesus saw it, he was much dis-
pleased, and said unto them, Suffer
the little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not: for of such is the king-
dom of God” (Mark 10:13-14).

It is crucial, therefore, for all believ-
ers to value what God values, and God
values children.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION
How, then, do we put this into prac-

tice? The first practical application is
that we are to live our lives filled with
godly character and integrity. 

Second Peter 1:5-8 says, “Giving all

diligence, add to your faith virtue; and
to virtue knowledge; and to knowl-
edge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness;
and to godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness charity. For
if these things be in you, and abound,
they make you that ye shall neither be
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

These verses make clear that godly
character and the fruit of the Spirit—
“love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen-
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance” (Gal. 5:22-23)—should
be ever increasing in us as believers. 

TRIALS WILL COME
It is often during the trials in our life

that our true character is displayed.
God, therefore, desires to use trials to
help make us more like Him. 

A noted evangelical leader wrote
that we are always being tested. God
continually watches how we respond
to problems, illness, disappointment,
other people, and even the weather.
He stated that nothing is insignificant
in life when we realize that life is a test.
Even the smallest event is important
for character development. The leader
saw that every moment of every day is
an opportunity to grow in our charac-
ters, in our demonstration of love, and
in our dependence on God.

Remember, the Bible teaches, “Now
no chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit
of righteousness unto them which are
exercised thereby” (Heb. 12:11). Being
teachable and moldable are keys to be-
ing a good role model for children.

BE A SERVANT
There are other important character-

istics in being a strong Christian role
model for children. Jesus tells us that
we are to be servants. “Jesus called
them unto him, and said, Ye know that
the princes of the Gentiles exercise do-
minion over them, and they that are
great exercise authority upon them. But
it shall not be so among you: but
whosoever will be great among you, let
him be your minister; and whosoever
will be chief among you, let him be your
servant” (Matt. 20:25-27).

Talk the Talk and Walk the Walk
BY DEBORAH MARKOWITZ SOLAN
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Paul also trained and mentored
young Timothy. Paul told him, “Let no
man despise thy youth; but be thou an
example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in
faith, in purity” (I Tim. 4:12).

Paul also called Timothy “my own
son in the faith” (I Tim. 1:2). Paul and
Timothy were not only co-laborers for
Christ, they also shared a special rela-
tionship in which Paul became a stel-
lar role model for Timothy.

In instructing the church in Corinth,
Paul wrote, “Wherefore I beseech you,
be ye followers of me. For this cause
have I sent unto you Timotheus, who
is my beloved son, and faithful in the
Lord, who shall bring you into remem-
brance of my ways which be in Christ,
as I teach every where in every
church” (I Cor. 4:16-17).

A LASTING IMPACT
As Christians, the greatest legacies

we can leave on this earth are children
whose lives we have impacted for
good by our Christian witness,
lifestyle, and actions. In so doing, we
are impacting not only this generation,
but many in the generations to come.

Let us desire to hear these words spo-
ken to us by our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ: “Well done, thou good and faith-
ful servant: . . . Verily I say unto you, Inas-
much as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto me” (Matt. 25:21, 40). �

BECOME A TEACHER 
Jesus also desires that we use our

gifts to benefit the body of Christ. “And
God hath set some in the church, first
apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts
of healings, helps, governments, diver-
sities of tongues” (I Cor. 12:28).

God values teachers! However, many
churches often do not have enough
teachers for children’s Sunday school
classes or other children’s groups. If
God places great emphasis on children
and on teachers, should not we?

Find out what children’s ministries
exist in your church, and if teachers
and helpers are needed, become a
volunteer. Be faithful in your commit-
ment to this. Remember, the children
are watching!

In addition to teaching the Bible,
consider forming a Christian club or
organization for children or teens in
your church or perhaps becoming an
adult advisor in a Christian club at a
local school. 

Encourage the children and teens in
your church by going to their impor-
tant events outside of church. Such
events might include theater or musi-
cal productions that they are perform-
ing in or athletic competitions in which
they are participating. Compliment
them for their efforts, whether they are
the shining stars or the understudies.

You can also write encouraging
notes or send birthday cards to the
young people in your church. If you
know a child or teen in your church is
struggling, offer your support and en-
couragement. Take time to listen to
him or her and try to assist, as appro-
priate, if you can.

If there are children or teens in your
church who do not have godly parents
or good role models, consider estab-
lishing a mentoring relationship. Use
wisdom in all aspects of such a rela-
tionship (where and when you meet),
and ensure that it is under the over-
sight of your church leadership.

PAUL AND TIMOTHY
A look at the biblical information we

have about Timothy provides a wonder-
ful example of a godly family and other
adult role models. Paul highly com-
mended Timothy’s mother and grand-
mother—“When I call to remembrance
the unfeigned faith that is in thee [Timo-
thy], which dwelt first in thy grandmoth-
er Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am
persuaded that in thee also” (II Tim. 1:5).

in the later years of the Roman Empire. 
But as horrifying as persecution was,

it could not exterminate the church. In
fact, it tended to hasten its spread (cf.
Acts 8:1, 4; 11:19-21; Phil. 1:12-14). Far
more dangerous was false teaching,
much of it arising from within the
church itself. The apostles foresaw this
and warned the church (cf. Acts 20: 29-
30; II Tim. 3:1-5; II Pet. 2:1-3). 

These errors took several forms.
Some exploited God’s grace and advo-
cated a lawless life (II Pet. 2:10-14; Jude
1:4, 8). Others went to the opposite ex-
treme, teaching justification through le-
galistic observances (Acts 15:1-6; Gal.
3:1-5; Col. 2:20-23; I Tim. 4:1-3). Still

What Is the Church? The New 
Testament Prescription

(Continued from page 5)

other errors disparaged the Person and
work of Christ (Col. 2:18-19; I John
2:22-23; 4:1-3; 5:10) or spread false-
hood about future events (I Cor. 15:12;
II Thess. 2:1-2; II Tim. 2:16-18). 

Along with false teaching, the church
is also threatened by moral inconsisten-
cies growing out of pride and self-effort.
The fruit of the Spirit is easily replaced by
the lusts of the flesh (Gal. 5:19-23), as
was evidenced in some early churches. 

One notorious failing was division
among believers. This arose out of dif-
ferences over doubtful practices
(Rom. 13; I Cor. 8), rivalry among
devotees of favorite teachers (I Cor.
1:10-12), self-promotion of ambitious
persons (III John 1:9-10), and pride
over spiritual gifts (I Cor. 12—14). 

Sinful tendencies found other out-
lets as well: hypocrisy and deceit (Acts
5:1-11), sexual immorality (I Cor. 5:1-
6), lawsuits against believers (6:1-8),
and slothfulness (II Thess. 3:6, 11-12).
John’s warning against “the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life” (I John 2:16) was neces-
sary in his day and just as timely in
ours. Believers’ sins give credence to
the perennial charge of hypocrisy in
the church and ruin its witness. 

The New Testament’s teaching about
the church should be of more than just
historical interest. It is divine instruction
for local churches today. Churches must
see themselves as more than mere so-
cial institutions. Their agendas must be
set not by current fashion or pressure
but by their crucified, risen, and exalted
Head. And their strength must come not
from worldly connections but from the
indwelling Holy Spirit. 

Churches should never become plat-
forms for parading skills in teaching, or-
atory, or music. Nor should they be
monuments to wealthy contributors or
privileged classes. They exist to glorify
Christ, evangelize the world, and edify
fellow believers. Thus, all whom Christ
loves and receives, from all races, na-
tions, and classes, should be welcome
among us. The church is Christ’s pres-
ence in the world until He returns. �

Editor’s Note: This is Dr. Wenger’s final article
for the GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL TIMES. For over forty years, 
Dr. Wenger has provided excellent exposition of
the Bible and insightful devotional articles for
Union Gospel Press. As he retires from writing,
he states that his desire has been to deepen the
spiritual lives of our readers and to bless the lives
of many through his writing. We believe that God
has used his writing in those ways. Please keep
Dr. Wenger in your prayers as he continues to
serve the Lord.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF MUSIC
What does music mean to you? If

you are a young person, you may
spend many hours a week listening to
some kind of music. Most people lis-
ten to music at least occasionally, and
most of us have rather strong opinions
on what constitutes good and bad
music. In reality, there is good and bad
music in every genre, just as there are
good and bad paintings, books, and
so forth.

What about music with reference to
Christians and its effect on our lives?
Are we only to enjoy certain kinds of
music or only those with Christian
lyrics? I hope not, because I enjoy
good jazz, blues, big band, and clas-
sical.

God has given us music with which
to praise Him directly and music also
simply as an art form to enjoy and
through which we may express our
creativity.

What determines whether a song is
sacred or secular? Basically, it is the
lyrics. There is, of course, music with-
out words. Its purpose may be deter-
mined by the title and mood of the mu-
sic. 

In the life of the Christian, music can
play a large part in terms of worship
and spreading the good news of the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

WHAT DOES SCRIPTURE SAY
ABOUT MUSIC?

Many of the references to music in
the Bible are in the context of praising
God. For example, Psalm 95:1 says,
“O come, let us sing unto the Lord: let
us make a joyful noise to the rock of
our salvation.” Many verses are in this
same tenor: “My lips shall greatly re-
joice when I sing unto thee; and my
soul, which thou hast redeemed”
(71:23). “Praise the Lord; for the Lord
is good: sing praises unto his name;
for it is pleasant” (135:3).

Perhaps the reason why so many of
the biblical references to music involve
praising God is that when we are fo-
cused on God and His holiness, love,
mercy, and redemption, we have no
time to be focused on our problems or
the problems of this world. Our hearts
are too busy praising and, subse-
quently, trusting Him.

There are additional purposes to
music. It can teach us and help us en-
courage one another in our Christian
walk. Music that teaches or reminds
us of doctrinal truths from God’s Word
helps us live in accordance with His
will. Colossians 3:16 tells us, “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all
wisdom; teaching and admonishing
one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in
your hearts to the Lord.”

What about the use of instruments
in the Bible? In Psalm 150, we read,
“Praise him with the sound of the
trumpet: praise him with the psaltery
and harp. Praise him with the timbrel
and dance: praise him with stringed
instruments and organs. Praise him
upon the loud cymbals: praise him
upon the high sounding cymbals. Let
every thing that hath breath praise the
Lord. Praise ye the Lord” (vss. 3-6). 

HOW WAS MUSIC USED IN THE
BIBLE?

The first recorded use of music as a
formalized part of worship in biblical
times was when King David, a harpist,
appointed the tribe of Levi to various
duties. The Bible says, “Moreover four
thousand were porters; and four thou-
sand praised the Lord with the instru-

ments which I made, said David, to
praise therewith” (I Chron. 23:5). Can
you imagine four thousand people
singing and playing instruments such
as those described in Psalm 150? I
think I would feel that I had just en-
tered the gates of heaven! 

Historian Irene Hesk said that the
psalms formed the basis of Christian
hymnody in that “no other poetry has
been set to music more often in West-
ern civilization” (“History of music in
the biblical period,” wikipedia.org). It
is not difficult to deduce that God
wants us to worship Him with joyful
music and with praise. What better
testimony to the world than that of
our own joy in Christ expressed
through music!

Does this mean then that people
can actually come to know Christ
through music? God uses many
means of bringing people to Himself,
means we would never consider, so
certainly He can and does use 
music—both the feeling generated
through the music itself and the lyrics. 

In the Bible, sometimes songs were
sung for specific events, such as in
Exodus 15:1, which says, “Then sang
Moses and the children of Israel this
song unto the Lord, and spake, say-
ing, I will sing unto the Lord, for he hath

Music and Christians
BY NOEL HARSHMAN
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by a charitable organization. They
asked that I play old tunes for a sing-
a-long before dinner and then back-
ground music during dinner. Those
who joined in for the sing-a-long had
so much fun singing from the num-
bered song sheets that during dinner,
they kept calling out different numbers
for me to play. Music can just be plain
fun, and I truly believe God wants us
to enjoy all that He has created, in-
cluding the arts. 

Sadly, today and throughout history,
music has been misused to convey
messages that are, in a word, sinful.
And another annoying use of music, in
my opinion, is for advertising jingles to
help us remember certain products,
especially when we are shopping. 

Many years ago, when my husband
ran for our local city council, I wrote an
absolutely awful jingle, musically
speaking, with “Harshman’s our man”
as its message. Considering our whole
campaign was grassroots and run
with a shoestring budget, it was grati-
fying to see him make it through the
primary election. His Christian influ-
ence was felt. 

As to secular music then, there are
good uses and bad. That should not
be a surprise to us. Satan always at-
tempts to turn good into evil. It is our
job, as Christians, to be vigilant and
help our youth learn to discern what is
right and wrong musically—what hon-
ors God and what dishonors God.

PERFORMANCE OR WORSHIP?
This is an area that raises questions.

When we think of performance, we
think of someone demonstrating tal-
ent with the end result of receiving per-
sonal praise. When we think of music
in worship, we think of a presentation
that results in praising and glorifying
God. When one sings or plays an in-
strument in church, that person is per-
forming; however, the motivation must
be for God to receive the glory. Most
people with whom I have worked love
to sing or play and do so for the Lord
because they are grateful to Him and
look to Him in everything. 

Whether you like contemporary or
traditional music, you may use either
to encourage others or help them to
come to know Christ. Play Christian
songs for them on the radio. Take
them to church with you. Whatever
you do in worship and witness, let mu-
sic be a conduit of praise and wit-
nessing in your Christian life. �

help, when needed. It is like a small-
group ministry.

One aspect I love in our music min-
istry is that it is so inclusive of all age
groups. Our group consists of people
of varying ages, from young people on
up to those in their eighties. This di-
versity helps all our generations learn
love, understanding, and acceptance
of one another. A wonderful heritage is
being passed on to our youth who so
willingly participate, and the elder
members are learning from the
younger ones as well. 

We do not have a specific traditional
service and a contemporary service. We
just mix it all up. There may be guitars
on one song. There may be pipe organ,
piano, and/or strings and woodwinds
on another. We love it all: the great
hymns of the faith and the contempo-
rary songs with great messages.

The most vital thing to consider in
Christian music is what the words say.
Are they doctrinally sound? Do they
praise God or seek to praise self? Do
they focus on God or focus on self?
These are the important considera-
tions for music to truly be a ministry. 

WE ALL HAVE TALENTS FROM
GOD

God, the great Creator, infused us
with a desire to create and to express
ourselves. Some do this through mu-
sic, others through writing, painting,
sculpting, crafts of various kinds, or
creating inventions. Others have the
gift of relating well to people in all sit-
uations and knowing how to show car-
ing through their words and actions. 

God gives us our abilities, and
everyone has at least one gift. I see
people who have the mistaken idea
that if they cannot sing or play an in-
strument, they are not really serving
God. Yet those same people take
meals to the sick and visit the lonely.
Those deeds take a certain kind of tal-
ent, or mind-set, to do with grace. I am
very comfortable at a keyboard, but I
am not comfortable at the foot of the
bed of someone who is ill. 

God has given us a variety of gifts.
The one thing we must do is give those
gifts back to Him, in service to Him, to
use as He sees fit.

CHRISTIANS AND SECULAR
MUSIC

Earlier I mentioned the kind of mu-
sic I enjoy listening to. On one occa-
sion, I played for a dinner sponsored

triumphed gloriously: the horse and
his rider hath he thrown into the sea.”
It was a song celebrating God’s pow-
er and deliverance at a specific time.

MUSIC USED TO SOOTHE AND
HEAL

God uses music in many ways and
for many purposes. There is a whole
profession known as music therapy
that uses music to help people with
physical, mental, or emotional difficul-
ties. Engaging a person’s mind and
body through music can have an ef-
fect that is similar to exercise. Further,
music has been shown to provide a
new way of expression for those who
have difficulty speaking about their
feelings.

The American Music Therapy Asso-
ciation states, “Research in music
therapy supports its effectiveness in
many areas such as: overall physical
rehabilitation and facilitating move-
ment, increasing people’s motivation
to become engaged in their treatment,
providing emotional support for
clients and their families, and provid-
ing an outlet for expression of feel-
ings” (www.musictherapy.org).

First Samuel 16:23 gives an exam-
ple of how music affects a person. It
says, “And it came to pass, when the
evil spirit from God was upon Saul,
that David took an harp, and played
with his hand: so Saul was refreshed,
and was well, and the evil spirit de-
parted from him.” Since music could
be used to soothe a troubled person in
biblical times, we should not be sur-
prised at its effectiveness as a tool of
recovery for people today. 

If music used in this way can be ef-
fective, it undoubtedly can be effective
in helping people hear the gospel and
be led to Christ.

HOW MUSIC DRAWS PEOPLE
TOGETHER

In my church where I have directed
the choir and played keyboard and
pipe organ for over thirty years, I am
referred to as the minister of music. To
me, this means that music is the tool
or the means by which I minister. What
has proven true over the years is that
we—the choir and instrumentalists—
minister not just to the congregation;
we often minister to one another. 

Being part of a choir is similar to be-
ing part of a support group. Our choir
supports one another with encourage-
ment, prayer, and sometimes physical
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IAM a veteran who has served the
United States during times of war

and times of peace. I love this nation.
It is great because of the liberty we
possess. We have freedoms and
choices most people in other coun-
tries do not enjoy. As a father and re-
tired soldier, those issues are worth
fighting for. The freedoms we cherish
have cost this nation countless lives,
not only on behalf of the United
States but for other nations that
need, or have needed, our help to be
free from tyranny. That is who we are.
We care about people of every race,
color, and creed.

Where did our liberty come from?
Many of the original American
colonies were settled by Christians
fleeing from Europe in order to escape
persecution. Historically, we have
called the English separatists Pilgrims.
They were followed by the Puritans,
who created Bible-based common-
wealths. Those commonwealths’
covenants and compacts numbered
over one hundred, and they were the
foundation for our Constitution. Bibli-
cal truth, the quest to glorify God, and
Christ-centered thinking gave birth to
America.

The Puritans did not want a gov-
ernment that hindered their worship.
They had escaped a form of govern-
ment that looked to state-church au-
thority instead of the Word of God.
They wanted the freedom to worship
and live lives centered on and dictat-
ed by the Word of God. They wanted
the law of God to be the sole author-
ity in their lives. They wanted their
commonwealths and their leaders to
be guided by the authority of Scrip-
ture.

It is important to point out that they
did want separation of church and
state to a degree, but their intention
was that both would work together to
promote the Christian faith, in which
true liberty and freedom exist. They
never wanted a government without
God.

What they did not want was a gov-
ernment that would dictate how they
were to worship. What the Pilgrims

and Puritans set in motion embedded
a Christian imprint on our nation that
has permitted it to thrive united by
common truths.

The truth is that there is only one
true God, and there is only one Lord
and Saviour, Jesus Christ. The truth,
the very words of God in the Bible, is
our supreme authority in everything
we do, whether it is work, education,
justice, or government. Today, that
idea is being attacked. If it is not up-
held, our country’s foundation is under
serious threat. It is the only foundation
on which any individual or nation
should stand.

True unity and strength of a nation
can only be found in submission to the
authority of Scripture and to the Lord-
ship of the Creator. That is what the
Puritans wanted—a government sub-
missive to the authority of Scripture.
That was the spirit that contributed to
the creation of the Declaration of In-
dependence.

The Declaration of Independence
states: “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happi-
ness.”

Many of the signers of the Decla-
ration of Independence were strong
Christian men, but some were not.
However, they all sought God to give
them direction and insight in their
leadership for our nation (www.wall
builders.com). Their Christian beliefs
and values shaped the decisions
they made. The writers were united
in wanting all people to have the
freedom to worship God as they
pleased. That is evident even today
in the many different forms of wor-
ship accessible on Sunday morn-
ings. 

The Declaration of Independence
ends with the words: “And for the
support of this Declaration, with a
firm reliance on the protection of di-
vine Providence, we mutually pledge
to each other our Lives, our Fortunes
and our sacred Honor.” The Founding

Fathers openly acknowledged God
and relied totally on divine provi-
dence—God’s direction, protection,
and leading in the affairs of men and
women. Of the fifty-six founding 
fathers from the thirteen colonies,
twenty-nine were trained ministers
(www.wallbuilders.com). They risked
their lives by signing the document.
They could have been executed for
treason against King George III. That
is why a motto during the American
Revolution was: “No King but King
Jesus.”

America’s historic sites reveal our
nation’s Christian foundation. All over
the federal buildings and monuments
in Washington D.C. there are Bible
verses etched in stone, too numerous
to put into this short article. You can
research this topic online by entering
quotes from our Founding Fathers in a
search engine.

The inscription on the top of the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia reads,
“Proclaim Liberty throughout all the
land unto all the Inhabitants thereof.”
That quotation comes from Leviticus
25:10.

As you enter the building that hous-
es the U.S. Supreme Court, near the
top there is a carving of Moses hold-
ing the Ten Commandments. As you
enter the Supreme Court courtroom,
the two huge oak doors have en-
graved on them two tablets with 
Roman numerals I through V and VI
through X, symbolizing the Ten Com-
mandments. Inside the courtroom
and above the Supreme Court 
justices, the Ten Commandments are
displayed. 

There are eight huge oil paintings
depicting scenes from American his-
tory in the U.S. Capitol rotunda. One
shows the Pilgrims in prayer as they
prepared to sail to America; one de-
picts the baptism of Pocahontas. A
stained-glass window showing
George Washington praying is in the
Congressional Prayer Room. The
verse that surrounds it is Psalm 16:1,
“Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I
put my trust.”

The capstone on the Washington

What Independence Day 
Means to Me

BY KEVIN HOYER
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to influence every aspect of their
lives, even politically.

Colossians 1:13-23 states,
Who hath delivered us from the power of

darkness, and hath translated us into the king-
dom of his dear Son: in whom we have redemp-
tion through his blood, even the forgiveness of
sins: who is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of every creature: for by him were all
things created, that are in heaven, and that are
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or pow-
ers: all things were created by him, and for him:
and he is before all things, and by him all things
consist. 

And he is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the pre-
eminence. For it pleased the Father that in him
should all fulness dwell; and, having made
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to
reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say,
whether they be things in earth, or things in
heaven.

And you, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now
hath he reconciled in the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy and un-
blameable and unreproveable in his sight: if ye
continue in the faith grounded and settled, and
be not moved away from the hope of the gospel,
which ye have heard, and which was preached
to every creature which is under heaven; where-
of I Paul am made a minister.

We declare our independence
from anyone who would stop us from
freely worshipping and proclaiming
the truth of Jesus Christ. Why? God
reconciled us to Himself by the per-
fect sacrifice of His Son, Jesus, so
that we could be accepted and holy
before Him and live eternally with
Him forever.

We will not give that up! �

nation was developed. 
One only has to spend a little time in

a country that is not influenced by
Christianity to realize how much of
that influence still exists in our society.
Of course, it is deteriorating and needs
to be defended. But if you have lived
in contrasting lands as I have, for ex-
ample, in Middle Eastern countries, it
is quite clear.

Our country is filled with those
who call Jesus their Lord and submit
to the authority of Scripture. These
committed Christians will not give
that up for anything. And just like the
Puritans, who sacrificed to live in a
society where Christ could be exalt-
ed, we too will make sacrifices. We
will move, send our kids to different
schools, or change jobs to defend
the freedom to worship and to follow
the Lord Jesus Christ. We will be
tested and tried, but we will not be
moved. 

This is what Independence Day
means to me and fellow Christians. We
want to live in a society that submits to
the authority of Scripture and the
Lordship of Jesus Christ, to freely wor-
ship God, and to teach our children
the same.

The Holy Scriptures show us what
true l iberty and freedom is. Our
Christian forefathers looked to the
Bible for the truth of freedom in
Christ, and they allowed those truths

Monument has a Latin inscription Laus
Deo. This is translated as “Praise be to
God.”

There is an aggressive movement
to rid our nation of its Christian roots.
This would mean, of course, that all
the historical writings and references
with Scripture, in books and monu-
ments, would have to be removed.
Ownership of Bibles would have to
be banned, and the government
would dictate how people worship.
Perhaps this sounds familiar. This is
certainly being done in publ ic
schools and public forums. What is
right and moral has been redefined.
This has had devastating conse-
quences, both individually and in our
communities.

In my opinion, all this will backfire
and only strengthen Christian resolve
in this country. Instead of taking our
faith for granted, we will “contend for
the faith” (Jude 1:3). 

Over the past few years, I have
talked to many who say they are
atheists. They are adamant that
there is no God and that religion 
ruins society. Ironically, they too are
organizing and forming their own re-
ligion. When talking to an atheist
about how we should treat one an-
other and govern society, it is inter-
esting to note that a majority of their
ideas come from the Christian influ-
ence (Scripture-based) on which our
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OH, how the world has changed
with the onset of technology! I

remember a conversation I  had
many years ago with my elderly
mother as I sent an e-mail message
across the world to a friend. She
asked me how long it would take for
the message to get there. After I
pressed “send,” I remarked to her,
“Mom, it is already there!” She could
hardly believe her ears! Our grand-
parents’ generation could not really
have envisaged such a world where
we would have so much instant
communication. 

There is truly so much good that
comes from our increasingly digital
age. Medicine, engineering, and oth-
er such fields have made our world a
better place through technology.
The almost-silent pings on our cell
phones let us know immediately that
someone has sent us a message,
and we are often happy to reply. But
while we recognize the good in tech-
nological advances, we also must be
aware of how it can hinder our inner
growth. 

Technology is also getting smaller
every day and therefore more mobile.
Young people today can hardly live
apart from their digital devices. We all
have heard parental narratives of chil-
dren who cannot sleep well because
the blue light of their digital devices
keeps them awake at night. The reper-
cussions include being physically tired
and doing poorly in school the follow-
ing day.

We cannot ignore the influence of
digital technology in our world today.
A sad by-product of electronic mes-
saging is the current lack of face-to-
face communication. We text the per-
son who works in the next cubicle! We

have forgotten how to interact with
people in an emotionally appropriate
manner. When we text, we also fre-
quently misunderstand each other be-
cause we lack the benefit of facial ex-
pressions, physical gestures, and
voice inflections that accompany
face-to-face conversations. 

Think of all the young people who
are digitally connected in our world
today. Since we really do not look at
one another much anymore, we have
almost forgotten the warmth of a
smile,  the message in a glance
across the room, the pain in a
teardrop, and the closeness of a hug
that make our relationships more
worthwhile.

We also have become an increas-
ingly impatient culture because with
speedy technology, we expect instant
answers; when we do not get a fast re-
sponse, we get irritated.

Would it also be a correct assess-
ment to say that we have to some ex-
tent become more callous because of
technology overuse? We do not feel as
much empathy for others. When we
strive to remain personal in our rela-
tionships, we will also be a sensitive
and feeling people. We will sense the
pain of others, and we will also be able
to genuinely rejoice with others when
they succeed and celebrate the victo-
ries in their lives. 

Digital technology has had an im-
pact on churches. A positive aspect
is that some churches today have
spread the Word through digital
technology. This is a good thing, of
course. A pastor who preaches at a
worship service could be several
hundred miles away from those he is
reaching. But a negative aspect is
that we run the risk of losing active

church involvement. One church in
particular that I heard about com-
pensates for this, and rightly so, by
having local deacons and group
leaders take extra care in such cases
to provide spiritual nurturing to their
members.

While digital technology is very use-
ful and is able to provide some things
that human beings cannot, only live
human interaction can provide deep
love and care in the church fellowship.
This cannot be ignored. As I prepared
this article, I heard of a couple that
stopped going to church because they
had problems with the way church
was being conducted. They chose to
be a part of the digital church. We lose
the personal touch when we do not
meet with people.

There certainly are some good
things that come out of the digital
church age—it helps those who are
homebound, for example—but it also
can take away from rubbing shoul-
ders with those who can pray and
worship with you in like-mindedness.
The very nature of the church calls for
us to be a living, breathing, and feel-
ing entity, and “doing church” apart
from His people takes away from the
gift of Christian presence that we give
to one another.

There is another dimension to con-
sider. People can hide behind technol-
ogy. Anonymity on the public digital
stage seems to give some people a
false sense of courage to speak their
minds without using any discretion. It
is disheartening to read the cruel
things that people post on blogs. It
seems as if some people feel that
there are no repercussions and no ac-
countability as they hide behind their
keyboards. 
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Gentiles in particular (Acts 15:14).
These instances speak of His loving
concern for people. 

As Christians, we should have a sim-
ilar pastoral concern for others, espe-
cially family and fellow believers, but for
others too. A good deed done for oth-
ers is a good deed done unto Jesus.

HISTOREO
This word is found but once in the

New Testament and is translated in the
King James Version as “see” (Gal. 1:18).
The Apostle Paul briefly detailed his call
to ministry and his early years as a be-
liever in Jesus. Paul had become such
a polarizing force in the days of the ear-
ly church that he often had to defend his
apostleship and source of theology be-
cause others were preaching a different
(and false) version of the gospel.

In making his defense to the Gala-
tians regarding the source of his mes-
sage as not being from man but from
God, he said that upon being saved, he
did not confer right away with the apos-
tles in Jerusalem, but some time later he
did go there to “see” Peter. The use of
the word, from which we get our word
“history,” describes Paul’s visit and in-
dicates that he saw Peter because he
had known Jesus well. Paul’s visit was
to talk with Peter to learn what he could
about the Lord. It was to gain perspec-
tive as a minister of the gospel.

Over the years, my wife has worked
at putting branches on family trees for
both sides of the family. One of her in-
formation-gathering methods has
been to talk with those who have more
information about the family than she
has. Not long ago, she made a trip to
learn family history from a distant rel-
ative. This is a modern illustration of
the meaning of historeo.

EPIPHERO
Translated “taketh” in Romans 3:5 and

“bring” in Jude 1:9, the word means “to
visit with vengeance.” God cannot over-
look sin. All sinners (all of us) must seek
to avoid this sort of visitation from God.
God “visits” sinners with judgment un-
less they have trusted Christ to cover
them with His shed blood at Calvary. �

SUMMER is a season when many
people can more easily take the

time to visit family, friends, and even far-
away places. Hopefully, you will be able
to get away from your regular routine
and visit someone or someplace near or
far to refresh and restore your spirit. We
have our reasons for every visit, some
pleasant, others sad, and so it was in
New Testament days as well. We will ex-
amine three Greek words for “visit” in the
New Testament, noting their differences.

EPISKEPTOMAI
The beginning of this Greek word of-

fers a clue that it is related to the word
translated bishop, or overseer (episko-
pos). Knowing that helps us to deter-
mine the purpose of the visit to which
the word refers. It means “a visit to in-
spect, to look upon, care for, or offer
help to someone if needed.”

For example, Jesus used the word in
speaking of those who had or had not
visited Him (actually His brethren) when
He was sick or in prison (Matt. 25:36,
43). At the Judgment Day each group
will receive a corresponding recom-
pense. One can easily see the caring
aspect of the word in that passage.

Another usage of “visit” in this context
can be found in James 1:27, which says
that “Pure religion . . . is this, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction.”
He is not speaking just of a social call,
but to look in on, assess the situation,
and supply necessary assistance to
those lacking a primary caretaker.

A third use of the word is in Acts 6:1-
6 when the Twelve were notified that
some Grecian widows were not being
given their share of food purchased
from the common fund established by
the early Christian community for its
members’ benefit (4:32-35). In 6:3, the
apostles told the Hebrew Christians,
“look (episkeptomai) ye out among
you” for seven men to take on that
ministry—in other words, to mentally
visit and consider men among them,
to determine who had the right qualifi-
cations to care for the problem.

Other instances when the word is
used include the times God visited
mankind as a whole (Heb. 2:6) and the

The Christian antidote to this
anonymity is an active pursuit of lov-
ing rebuke and nurture. Whatever hap-
pened to speaking the truth in love to
one another? (cf. Eph. 4:15). Paul re-
minds us that we can grow in Christ
when this is done in the church body.
And maybe we can even use digital
advancements to build one another up
instead of tearing one another down
anonymously!

The Bible speaks about those who
walk in the light. First John 1:7 tells
us that “If we walk in the light, as he
is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another.” The Bible reminds us
that we are to be like Jesus and as
those who are transparent and have
nothing to hide (cf. Matt. 5:16; Rom.
12:1-21).

One of the interesting factors about
the God of the Bible is that He desires
fellowship with His people. Even a cur-
sory reading of the Bible will show us
a God who is actively involved in the
lives of His people. In the Garden of
Eden, God walked with Adam and
Eve. How God (who is spirit) could re-
late to physical human beings in such
a way is hard for us to understand, but
we cannot miss the fact that God is
personal and seeks a close relation-
ship with us.

God shows us He is personal. We
know He spoke, and still speaks, to
His people. Read Exodus 33:11 about
how God spoke with Moses “face to
face, as a man speaketh unto his
friend.” He understands our pain when
we are hurting (cf. John 11:35). He also
rejoices with us (cf. Zeph. 3:17). In the
past, God spoke through prophets,
and now He speaks to us through His
Son (Heb. 1:1-2). He has revealed
Himself through Scripture. God wants
a personal relationship with each of
us.

I am not saying that all digital tech-
nology is bad. In fact, the opposite can
be true. We just have to remind our-
selves that we can easily forget our
personal relationships, making for a
cold and callous world. Jesus spent so
much of His time with people. He
paved the way for us to be personal in
our relationships. It may take effort,
but it is important to speak with others
face to face.

Jesus has shown us how to be per-
sonal. He calms our fears and wipes
away our tears. We are to take time to
be personal with others in our world.
No digital technology can ever replace
that. �

What’s in a Word?

Visit
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ONE seldom hears a sermon
preached from the book of

Leviticus, and most of you likely
have never heard a Sunday morning
sermon on the deaths of Nadab and
Abihu. Indeed, Leviticus is a book
that appears to provide a great chal-
lenge to those newly committed to
reading their Bibles from beginning
to end!

The instructions in Leviticus regard-
ing sacrifices and other priestly duties
make for tough reading after the excit-
ing, compelling narratives found in
Genesis and Exodus. We can humbly
admit to God that some books of the
Bible capture our attention more easi-
ly than others, but we should also
readily affirm that all Scripture is im-
portant and demands our study and
application (cf. II Tim. 3:16-17).

It is improbable that Leviticus 10:1-
11 would be depicted in Sunday
school illustrations. We find in this text
a description of horrif ic deaths,
mourning, and sober instruction for
the priests and people of Israel. Be-
cause this passage is relatively unfa-
miliar to Christians today, an explo-
ration of the context is necessary.

First, note that the law, as given to
Moses, was a gift from God. The New
Testament teaches that the law shows
us our inability to be righteous (cf.
Rom. 7:7-12) and is our spiritual
schoolmaster (Gal. 3:24). However, as
we examine the Old Testament, keep
in mind that the law was a gift to Israel
that they might know and relate to the
God of the universe who had chosen
them to be a great nation. The priests
were entrusted with this law, which ex-
pressed the character and holiness of
God through its myriad commands (cf.
Rom. 3:2). Aaron and his sons would
have realized this crucial aspect of
their identity as priests.

Second, the book of Leviticus is a
testimony to the holiness of God.

Reading the detailed descriptions of
the priests’ clothing, priestly duties,
and sacrificial procedures can be a bit
overwhelming. Some may ask, “Why
would God demand so many rigorous
steps and rules?” The answer is that
God is infinitely holy and can tolerate
no sin in His presence. 

In other words, His expectations are
such that the priests would be forced
to confront their own sinfulness and
realize that neither they nor Israel had
any claim to the blessings they en-
joyed as God’s people. This is ex-
pressed elsewhere in Leviticus: “For I
am the Lord that bringeth you up out
of the land of Egypt, to be your God:
ye shall therefore be holy, for
I am holy” (11:45).

Third, it is important to consider the
amalgamation of God’s love and jus-
tice as expressed throughout the Old
Testament. While more will be said
about this as we explore the text itself,
it can be challenging for the believer to
accept that God is perfectly loving yet
punishes evil and disobedience in of-
ten devastating ways. If that apparent
paradox troubles you, I am confident
this passage and other passages of
Scripture will help you understand
how our Lord is simultaneously com-
passionate and just. 

HOLINESS CORRUPTED 
(Lev. 10:1-3)

The opening verses of Leviticus 10
start off by depicting two of Aaron’s
sons, Nadab and Abihu, committing a
terrible offense. Aaron was Moses’
older brother, and the previous two
chapters of Leviticus describe in de-
tail the consecration of Aaron’s sons
and the beginnings of their priestly
ministry. The detailed procedures of
their priestly duties would have been
well known to them, so ignorance
could not be offered as an excuse for
spontaneously grabbing their censers

and offering “strange fire before
the Lord, which he commanded them
not” (vs. 1).  

If you took a driver’s education
course, think back to that time. You
were most likely a teenager eager to
get on the road, but you were obligat-
ed to learn about the rules of driving—
speed limits, turn signals, traffic lights,
and so forth. After that, you needed to
take a written test to show adequate
knowledge of your state’s traffic laws.
Next, you needed to take a driving test
to demonstrate that you could safely
drive a vehicle. If you later caused an
accident because you ran a red light,
you could in no way claim ignorance.
After such a rigorous education and
testing process, any argument based
on ignorance of the law would be dis-
missed. In much the same way, we
find in Scripture that Nadab and Abihu
had been given a sober priestly charge
from the Lord and full instructions on
how to exercise that calling in their
lives.

Later in the text, it is possibly im-
plied that Nadab and Abihu were in-
toxicated and offered strange fire to
the Lord while in that drunken state.
We will investigate that idea more
later, but it would not exonerate
them from the sin of not fearing the
Lord and His holiness.

Verse 2 provides a simple yet sober
description of the Lord’s response to
Nadab and Abihu’s disobedience:
“And there went out fire from the Lord,
and devoured them, and they died be-
fore the Lord.” It is tragic yet ironic that
the Lord used fire to execute his judg-
ment on his disobedient priests who
offered strange fire.

The deep sense of loss and sad-
ness Aaron experienced after this
event cannot truly be described in
mere words. Two of his sons, whom
he had raised and trained to take on
the priestly role and eventually suc-
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Nadab and Abihu were ordained as
priests, and, as such, they already
knew they carried a huge burden of re-
sponsibility. Insulting God’s holiness
via their priestly ministry was a serious
sin. Truly, if God is holy and He is the
one to execute judgment, He must
punish any defiling of that holiness.

This leads into the answer to the
second hypothetical question. God
is certainly a loving God. As New
Testament believers, we are inti-
mately familiar with God’s love in
sending His Son (John 3:16), the love
of Jesus in dying for our sins (15:13),
and our call as Christ-followers to
exercise God’s love toward others
(13:34). However, both the Old and
New Testaments demonstrate that
our God also administers justice. Be-
cause He is just, He must punish sin.
Indeed, many today who suffer from
injustice cry out like David, “How
long wilt thou forget me, O Lord? for
ever? . . . how long shall mine enemy
be exalted over me?” (Ps. 13:1-2).

Even as a just God, however, the
Lord’s compassion shines through in
the darkest of circumstances, and He
offers a hand of mercy to all who re-
pent. Consider the salvation of Rahab
the prostitute, Ruth the Moabitess,
and the repentant Ninevites who re-
sponded to the Lord’s message
through Jonah.

Even in His final words to Aaron, the
Lord shows Himself compassionate,
reassuring Aaron that he and his sur-
viving sons still possessed the high
and holy calling of “teach[ing] the chil-
dren of Israel all the statutes which
the Lord [had] spoken unto them by
the hand of Moses” (Lev. 10:11).

This closing verse serves as an im-
portant point of application for chil-
dren of God today. Are we following
the statutes of the Lord? Are we al-
lowing His Word to direct our lifestyles,
actions, relationships, and career
choices? Or are we allowing other
sources to construct a false under-
standing of the truth?

Without God’s Word, we will never
be able to discern between what is
right and wrong (cf. Lev. 10:10). Fur-
thermore, being close to God’s Word
will also allow us to soberly recognize
God’s holiness while also celebrating
His compassion and justice. May we
take to heart these instructions to
Aaron and make it our aim to glorify
the Lord in all we do (cf. I Cor.
10:31). �

more sober understanding of His holi-
ness and their role as priests. Similar-
ly, that is why Moses commanded
them to “not go out from the door of
the tabernacle of the congregation”
(vs. 7).

HOLINESS PURSUED 
(Lev. 10:8-11)

This final section of our text shifts to
instructions given by the Lord directly
to Aaron. The first of these was a strict
command to “not drink wine nor
strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with
thee, when ye go into the tabernacle
of the congregation, lest ye die” (vs. 9).
This verse may indicate that Nadab
and Abihu had offered strange fire to
God while intoxicated.

Indeed, Scripture gives special at-
tention to how alcohol affects those
in leadership. King Lemuel’s mother
instructed him that kings should
avoid strong drink (Prov. 31:4-7), and
Paul admonished Timothy to make
sure pastors and deacons are men
“not given to much wine” (I Tim. 3:8;
cf. vs. 3).

In Leviticus 10, Scripture gives
more emphasis to how Nadab and
Abihu’s sin was an affront to the
Lord’s holiness and the Levitical
priestly charge than to the reasons
behind their sin. Thus, a study or ser-
mon on this passage should not fo-
cus so much on the consumption of
alcohol as on how God’s people
should sanctify the Lord in their
hearts and glorify Him (cf. vs. 3).

The next verse in our text provides
what begins the culmination of the
Lord’s instructions to Aaron: “and that
ye may put difference between holy
and unholy, and between unclean and
clean” (vs. 10). The priests were to
avoid strong drink so that they might
do what was the core of their duty as
priests: careful and correct discern-
ment of the will of God. If Nadab and
Abihu had correctly separated holy
from unholy in their hearts and minds,
they would have realized how offen-
sive it was to approach the Lord with
a kind of sacrifice He had not com-
manded.

Looking at the entirety of this text,
some may ask, “Was what Nadab and
Abihu did really so serious as to war-
rant their immediate deaths? And how
can a loving God do such a thing?”
Both of these questions are important
and worthy of biblical answers.

First, as demonstrated earlier,

ceed him, had offended the holiness
of God, who summarily blotted out
their lives. While Aaron was still in a
state of shock, Moses gave his
brother a message from the Lord: “I
will be sanctified in them that come
nigh me, and before all the people I
will be glorified” (vs. 3).

Such a message summarized the
mission of the priests and the kind of
attitude the priests were to induce the
Israelites to emulate. It served as a ra-
tionale for why the Lord judged the
priests the way He did and as a re-
minder of the necessity of making sure
the Lord is glorified among His people.
Aaron received the Lord’s message
with humility and obedience. Serving
as an example for us even today,
Aaron responded to tragedy by reject-
ing any urge to charge God with wrong
and by silently acknowledging His
sovereignty: “Aaron held his peace”
(vs. 3).

HOLINESS INSTRUCTED
(Lev. 10:4-7)

The next section of this text de-
scribes a gruesome scenario, as two
of Nadab and Abihu’s cousins were
commanded to “carry [their] brethren
from before the sanctuary out of the
camp” (vs. 4). Note that this indicates
that the act of disobedience and the
Lord’s subsequent judgment was in
full view of the public (“before the
sanctuary”).

Moses then instructed Aaron and
his surviving sons to do something
that made the pain and sorrow even
more difficult: “Uncover not your
heads, neither rend your clothes; lest
ye die, and lest wrath come upon all
the people” (vs. 6). Of course, this
seems strange to us today, as we do
not normally “uncover . . . [our] heads”
(make our hair unkempt) or tear our
clothes when we mourn the loss of a
family member. But such actions were
commonplace responses to loss in
ancient Israel.

So why were Aaron and his sons
commanded not to show any emo-
tional response to the loss of Nadab
and Abihu while the rest of Israel was
permitted to do so? It all goes back to
what the Lord said in Leviticus 10:3: “I
will be sanctified in them that come
nigh me, and before all the people I will
be glorified.” The sin of Nadab and
Abihu in violating God’s holiness was
so serious that Moses wanted nothing
to distract them from coming to a
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IWAS at a loss as to what to do. I was
standing at the end of the field trying

to determine how to align the tractor so
that the rows would be straight. My fa-
ther walked over and said, “Aim the
tractor for that tree at the end of the field
with the branch that angles to the left
and then makes a fork. Do you see it?”

As I scanned the far end of the field
with its myriad of trees, I burst out with
a laugh and replied, “No, sir, I do not
see it.” Patiently, he went through it
again until I could see the tree; then
the tractor was aligned and the rows
were straight. 

My father had the best vision. He
could see and pick out things that
scarcely anyone else could. Oh, how we
need people with such vision today
when it pertains to spiritual matters! If we
had such spiritual leaders, perhaps the
paths of life would not seem so crooked.

Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, was a
man of spiritual vision. His reign is
recorded in II Chronicles 17:1—21:1.
What was it that gave him such spiritu-
al vision? Surely the godly heritage he
had was a factor. His father, King Asa,
had been a godly king. Reference is
made to Jehoshaphat walking in “the
first ways of his father David” (17:3).
This is an interesting way to describe
David’s life, which perhaps refers to his
life before his sin with Bath-sheba. Je-
hoshaphat learned what pitfalls to
avoid from his forebears. 

However, what gave Jehoshaphat his
greatest spiritual vision was a decision
that he had made. It was bound up in
two words found in II Chronicles 17:3-4,
19:3, and 20:3: “sought” and “seek.”
Jehoshaphat yielded his life to the ways
and Word of God. No matter the re-
sponsibilities he bore, these guided and
governed his life. The degree to which
one yields to the Lord determines the
extent of one’s spiritual vision. 

How was this seen in Jehoshaphat’s
life? He obeyed God’s Word (17:4). In
verse 6, the beautiful phrase “his heart
was lifted up in the ways of the Lord”
described him. This resulted in his re-
moving idolatry from the land. He es-
tablished a system whereby the law

was taught in Judah (vss. 7-9). He re-
formed the judicial system by rooting
out bribery and corruption (19:5-11).
Though he had a formidable army
(17:12-19), he did not rely on it but
trusted in and prayed to God (20:1-
28). Many were the blessings that God
gave to Jehoshaphat and Judah for
their seeking Him. 

Yet seeking the Lord will bring test-
ing. The chronicler recorded three
tests that Jehoshaphat faced. First,
Jehoshaphat’s spiritual vision dimmed
with near-fatal consequences when he
allied himself with the wicked King
Ahab of Israel (18:1-34). God delivered
Jehoshaphat but rebuked his lack of
spiritual insight (19:1-3).

Another test Jehoshaphat faced
came when he allied himself with
Ahab’s wicked son Ahaziah (20:35-37).
God intervened and broke up this sinful
alliance and spared Jehoshaphat. 

Second Chronicles 20 contains one
of the shortest but most beautiful
prayers of the Old Testament (vss. 6-
12). Jehoshaphat’s spiritual vision was
in true focus as he looked to God for de-
liverance and victory during another test
that had come earlier. This test came
from an attack by Judah’s (and thus
God’s) enemies. A great army of
Moabites, Ammonites, and people from
Mount Seir had crossed the southern
end of the Dead Sea and had advanced
up the western side as far as Engedi
(vss. 1-2). They were only a few miles
from Jerusalem when Jehoshaphat
learned of their advance. There was no
time to mobilize his army or to call allies.

However, there was and always is
time to call on the Lord in prayer. This he
did with the people of Judah. Here the
spiritual groundwork that Jehoshaphat
had laid throughout the nation bore fruit.
From every city, people of all ages went
to the temple to support their king and
to pray to their God (II Chron. 20:4).

Standing with his people before
God’s house, Jehoshaphat prayed. He
asked five rhetorical questions in his
prayer (vss. 6, 7, 12). A yes response
was presumed for each because God
had proven Himself to be one who in-

tervenes in mankind’s history, espe-
cially in the lives of those who seek
Him. Jehoshaphat’s prayer was root-
ed in historical fact. This was not to re-
mind God but to remind God’s people
to cry out to Him for help.

His prayer recalled God’s power at
Creation. It recalled His stand against
sin at the Flood. It recalled His power
over the nations at Babel. It recalled
His grace toward and friendship with
Abraham. It recalled the promises and
covenants God made with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. It recalled God’s de-
liverance of the Israelites from Egypt,
His provision for them in the wilder-
ness, and His leading in their conquest
of the Promised Land. It recalled God’s
blessings to David and Solomon. It re-
called God’s desire to dwell with His
people. Jehoshaphat recalled that the
God who had done all that—and so
much more—was not just the God of
their fathers but their God as well. He
was confident that God had not
changed and that when earnestly peti-
tioned, He would intervene on behalf of
those who sought Him. 

Jehoshaphat’s prayer was also root-
ed in his reality at the time. This had two
aspects. First, Jehoshaphat and Judah
were walking in fellowship with God.
They had striven to rid their land of idol-
atry, injustices, corruption, and oppres-
sion. The truth behind Psalm 66:18-19
had been taken to heart: “If I regard in-
iquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear
me: But verily God hath heard me; he
hath attended to the voice of my prayer.” 

Second, Jehoshaphat lifted the
need to God. The enemy was seeking
to undo the work and promise of God.
Jehoshaphat asked God to defend His
work and deliver His people. He con-
fessed their weakness to overcome
this situation and their dependence on
God to deliver. 

How did God respond? He gave en-
couragement, instruction, and prom-
ise. Then He fought for His people and
won the victory. Jehoshaphat and Ju-
dah blessed the Lord by worshipping
and praising Him. 

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

What Do You See, Jehoshaphat?
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(Continued on page 27)
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Bible in general. He meant something
much more specific. The word that Je-
sus preached was about the kingdom,
the coming of the time of Messiah, the
“word of life and truth; the word of
peace and reconciliation; the word of
faith and righteousness; the word of
salvation” (Gill’s Exposition of the
Bible, biblehub.com).

Isaiah 6:13 is one of dozens of pas-
sages about the last days’ restoration
of Judah and Jerusalem. “With God’s
conditions of repentance having been
fulfilled and the people’s return to the
Lord having made possible a return to
the land . . . the prophet can speak of
their joyous and peaceful journey”
(Gaebelein, ed., The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary, Zondervan). Isaiah 55:10
also calls this message of pardon and
peace the seed. In Isaiah 55, we have
the promise that God’s Word will al-
ways come true: “It shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish
that which I please” (vs. 11). Jesus’
generation wondered when God would
send Messiah to make Judah and
Jerusalem beautiful and free.

The point of Jesus’ parable is that
things would not happen quickly. Al-
though Jesus claimed to be the Sow-
er, many would not even consider Him
as the fulfillment of God’s promises.
These are the first soil. Others would
be excited briefly but would be de-
terred by fear of affliction or persecu-
tion. These are the second soil. Still
others would follow Him for a while un-
til the troubles and cares of life choked
out their faith. These are the third soil.

Yet there was also a fourth soil. It
was the kind that would bear fruit. This
soil represented disciples and those
who pressed close to Jesus with un-
derstanding and faith. These people
would not fall away. They would busy
themselves imitating Jesus, for Jesus
bore fruit for the kingdom of God by
helping people and showing them the
power and love of God.

People who are busy bearing fruit
do not lose their faith or fall away.
They see God’s power at work in the

close to Jesus were seeing God the
Son in human form, and He would be
lifted up—except the lifting up of the
Son would be first on a cross.

Furthermore, we know from other
parables that when a teacher refer-
enced a Scripture passage, the hearers
were expected to know other verses
near the one mentioned. There is a very
important prophecy about Israel’s holy
seed that comes a few verses after Isa-
iah 6:10: “Yet in it shall be a tenth, and
it shall return, and shall be eaten: as a
teil tree, and as an oak, whose sub-
stance is in them, when they cast their
leaves: so the holy seed shall be the
substance thereof” (vs. 13).

The prophecy in Isaiah is about Ju-
dah being destroyed. Isaiah the prophet
would see this happen in 701 B.C. as all
cities except Jerusalem were leveled by
the Assyrian army. Yet, says Isaiah 6:13,
this would not mean the end of Judah.
A tenth of the people would remain, and
those that were “cut down” would be
like a tree stump from which a new tree
could grow. The stump of Judah would
be the holy seed from which God would
grow a new Judah and Jerusalem in the
days of Messiah.

The words of God are like seeds.
They are planted in history, and when
the time is right, they sprout from the
ground and the plant that grows up is
just as God said it would be.

To understand the words of Jesus, you
have to be like the disciples and those
who pressed in close to Him after His
teachings were delivered to huge crowds
on the hillsides. He said, “unto them that
are without, all these things are done in
parables” (Mark 4:11). In other words, the
people who never got close and sought
more explanation would never know ex-
actly what Jesus was talking about. They
heard about seeds being sown. Were
these seeds of revolution? Was Jesus
about to lead an army and take the role
of Messiah by force?

No, those who got closer received
the key to understanding, which was
Isaiah 6. “The sower soweth the word”
(Mark 4:14), said Jesus. It is a mistake
to think Jesus was talking about the

PARABLES in early Judaism were a
kind of sermon intended to per-

suade the audience to make a change
in their lives or believe a truth that would
help them become more faithful to God.
The parables of Jesus are the earliest
examples of this Jewish form of teach-
ing to be written down because the ear-
ly rabbis did not put their words into
writing earlier than A.D. 200. Yet a few
centuries after Jesus’ time, hundreds of
Jewish parables had been written
down, and many of them had parallels
to the way Jesus spoke to His disciples
and to those seeking God who came to
hear Him on the hills of Galilee.

People all over Galilee wanted to
hear Jesus speak. He had healed peo-
ple and commanded demons to leave.
Was He another Elijah? Was He a suc-
cessor to John the Baptist? A few
were even saying He might be the
Messiah. What did His words mean?

“Behold, there went out a sower to
sow,” said Jesus (Mark 4:3). The im-
age of seed being cast onto a plot of
land was a perfect parable theme for a
large gathering of vinedressers, grove
workers, and farmers in the lush region
of Galilee where many of Israel’s crops
were grown. What kind of seed was
Jesus talking about?

One thing we know from the parables
of the early rabbis is that referring to a
Bible verse was almost always part of
the telling of a parable. Where does Je-
sus refer to a Bible verse in this pas-
sage? It is not in the first telling of the
parable, but in the explanation to the dis-
ciples and others who pressed in close
to Him that we see what verse He had in
mind: “That seeing they may see, and
not perceive; and hearing they may hear,
and not understand; lest at any time they
should be converted, and their sins
should be forgiven them” (Mark 4:12).

The reference is to Isaiah 6:9-10.
There could hardly be a more appro-
priate chapter for Jesus to use in re-
ferring to what His kingdom is all
about. Isaiah 6 is the famous passage
in which the prophet saw God lifted up
on high. Though they did not yet real-
ize it, the disciples and those pressing

The Life and Times of Jesus
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WE all enjoy possessing items that
remind us of memorable times

or important people from our past. We
may put photographs in an album or
have a special box to hold other tangi-
ble keepsakes. While the Lord forbade
the Israelites from creating any image
or statue of anything in heaven or on
earth to worship, there was one item
of special interest to the Jewish na-
tion, specifically, the ark of the
covenant.

When David became king, the ark of
the covenant was located in Kirjath-
jearim, a mountainous area approxi-
mately 9 miles from Jerusalem. The
ark had been there for 20 years (I Sam.
7:2). David ordered the priests to bring
the ark to Jerusalem, but along the
way an incident caused him to stop
the journey and the ark was left at the
house of Obed-edom for three months
(I Chron. 13).

Psalm 96 records a song composed
(perhaps by David) as the ark was fi-
nally brought home to Jerusalem
(I Chron. 16:1). It is a hymn of unre-
strained joy and thanksgiving. The
psalmist’s emotions flow freely, and
his words are inspired by the Spirit of
God dwelling in his soul.

“O sing unto the Lord a new song:
sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Sing
unto the Lord, bless his name” (vss. 1-
2). The word “Lord” is found eleven
times in this psalm, indicating that
God is the main subject to whom the
songs are directed. “Lord” is Jehovah
(or Yahweh), which can be defined as
“the self-existing One, the proper
name of the one true God.” Jehovah is
the Triune God, and reflecting on it
now we can see that all three—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit—are praised
throughout David’s composition.

The ark had been recovered, and the
song of restoration was the sweetest
song of happiness and fulfillment.
“Nothing listless or introverted, nothing
stale, befits the praise of God” (Kidner,
Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries:
Psalms 73-150, InterVarsity).

It was not only the Israelites who
were to sing; all the inhabitants of

earth were to make a joyful noise. The
psalmist spoke as a prophet when he
envisioned all families, ethnic groups,
and races joyfully raising their voices
to Jehovah (cf. Rev. 7:9). 

We cannot help noticing the refer-
ences to Gentiles throughout this mis-
sionary psalm: “all the earth” (vs. 1),
“the heathen [nations]” and “all peo-
ple” (vs. 3), “kindreds of the people”
(vs. 7), “all the earth” (vs. 9), “among
the heathen [nations]” (vs. 10), “earth
. . . world . . . and . . . people” (vs. 13). 

In its context, the word “bless” (vs.
2) means that we should express to
God our heartfelt thanks for who He is.
His name signifies the totality of His at-
tributes and manifestations. The ex-
hortation to bless His name is repeat-
ed in verse 8 (“Give unto the Lord the
glory due unto his name”), indicating
the obligation of God’s people to rec-
ognize and publicize the greatness of
Jehovah. 

The words of the psalm direct the
reader to extol the Lord’s majesty. The
salvation of the Lord (vs. 2) refers to
the return of the ark to its home. God
has always been in the restoration
business and still is today. His glory re-
flects His splendor and honor, while
the strength of Jehovah relates to His
ability to perform whatever He desires.
Our God is not limited by anything,
anyone, or any circumstance. Those
who recognize this and understand
His greatness worship Him in beauty
and holiness (vs. 9). 

The phrase “fear before him” in
verse 9 might better be translated
“tremble before Him,” as Isaiah did
when he stood in God’s presence (Isa.
6). Often it seems that our world has
lost the fear of the Lord. We can em-
phasize the friendship aspect so much
that we lose the awareness of God’s
greatness and majesty. 

The Great Commission for the
church is found in Matthew 28:19-20,
yet here in Psalm 96:10 we discover a
similar command to preach the sover-
eignty of Yahweh to all nations. The
Old Testament is not exclusively for
the Jews. Its message is for all people.

God’s love has always been and al-
ways will be directed toward all peo-
ple everywhere. 

The psalmist closes his song by re-
questing all nature to join the chorus in
a resounding crescendo of praise to
Jehovah. The stars, planets, and
galaxies rejoice, the earth is glad, the
seas roar with all the fullness of God’s
creation. Joy spreads over the entire
earth like a blanket covering fields and
trees of forest and jungle. All creation
is enveloped in exultation in the pres-
ence of Jehovah, the Creator-King.

What is the reason for this un-
bounded happiness? The answer is
found in verse 13. The psalmist de-
picts Yahweh appearing on earth for
the final judgment. God the Son will
once again come to earth in bodily
form, enter the holy city, Jerusalem,
and be seated on His throne to judge
all creation. The Lord will judge the
earth, the world, and its people.

God created the heavens and the
earth; however, Adam brought pollu-
tion into God’s creation by sinning
against the Creator. The Lord Jesus
will judge the earth, which will be re-
placed by a new earth, gloriously free
of sin’s contamination (Rev. 21:1).

The exact definition of the word
used in Psalm 96:13 for “world” is un-
clear, but it could mean the world sys-
tem—how things operate and affect
people. Social structure and per-
ceived values are incorporated within
the meaning of “world.” We are not to
love the world nor the things that are
in it (I John 2:15-17). Christ will judge
the world righteously.

Jesus will judge all people based on
the truth. Individuals will stand before
the King of kings and receive their due
reward or punishment. The only re-
quirement for reward (salvation) that
the Lord has given us is belief in His
name (John 1:12). Our destiny rests in
Jesus Christ (cf. Rom. 8:1).

There was boundless joy when the
ark of the covenant came home to the
sanctuary in Jerusalem. There will be
greater joy when the Lord leads the
procession to rid the universe of sin
and restore His creation to its initial
perfection. The angels will sing and all
creation will shout, acknowledging the
Lord Jesus as Judge and King. And
sweeter joy still will be when Jesus
looks us in the eye, smiles, reaches
out His nail-scarred hands, and warm-
ly speaks, “Well done, good and faith-
ful servant . . . enter thou into the joy
of thy lord” (Matt. 25:23). �

Meditations in Psalms

Coming Home—Psalm 96
BY PHIL STAMM
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them forgiveness. They needed to go
forward in their relationship with Jesus
Christ. There is no other Saviour. 

It is easy to be led astray by verses
taken out of context because many
believers have an inherent tendency to
feel insecure about salvation. Satan
uses this insecurity to his advantage.
When we feel insecure in our relation-
ship with God, it is difficult to move
ahead with confidence in Him. 

The author, however, did not write
these words to make his readers feel
insecure. He explained that their rela-
tionship with Jesus brought them into
a “new and living way” (Heb. 10:20), in
contrast to the sacrificial system of the
old covenant that “[could] never take
away sins” (vs. 11). 

Believers need not fear destruction
but perhaps should be apprehensive
about discipline. The writer made it clear
that God would discipline His children
when they sinned (Heb. 12:4-11), but His
discipline would be proof of their rela-
tionship with Him, not a lack of such.

Hebrews 5:9 states that believers
have eternal salvation because Jesus
became perfectly glorified through His
suffering. But believers lose peace, dai-
ly fellowship with God and others, and
confidence in their walk when they sin.
They lose the opportunity to turn their
lives into a testimony to others. 

Without a doubt, Hebrews 10:26
can be a problematic verse for read-
ers. But remember, God loved us while
we still were sinners (Rom. 5:8). He
paid the price to redeem us, and His
Spirit continually lives within us as the
guarantee of our redemption. All who
are truly born again “are kept by the
power of God through faith unto sal-
vation” (I Pet. 1:5). Believers will not be
punished with everlasting destruction.
We are secure in and preserved in
Christ (John 10:28-29). �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Q. Hebrews 10:26 really causes
problems for me. Could you explain
the verse? 

A. This passage has caused prob-
lems for many believers. It needs to be
understood within the context of the
whole book.   

The only way to understand the warn-
ing passages of Hebrews is to have a
grasp of the background of the letter. If
you have time to do so, read it through
and ask yourself, “Is the author of He-
brews writing to believers or unbeliev-
ers?” All the internal evidence proves
that it is a letter written to believers. For
example, in Hebrews 10:19, the readers
are referred to as “brethren.” 

The letter was mainly written to
Jewish believers who were reverting
back to Judaism rather than suffer
persecution from unbelieving Jews
who were making life difficult for them.
The writer, who many believe was the
Apostle Paul, declared that Jesus was
better than the Old Testament Jewish
system. Their desertion of the very
Messiah whom they had trusted for
salvation was a terrible sin. 

The author wrote, “For if we sin wil-
fully after that we have received the
knowledge of the truth, there re-
maineth no more sacrifice for sins”
(Heb. 10:26). Were they living in con-
tinuous and willful sin? Yes. However,
we need to understand what the writer
meant when he wrote “there re-
maineth no more sacrifice for sins.”

Under the Jewish sacrificial system,
sins of ignorance or sins that were in-
advertently committed were covered
by the blood of animals in a sin offer-
ing (cf. Heb. 9:7). Willful sin, sin that
was defiant to the truth that had al-
ready been personally attained, was
not covered. King David, after he had
sinned with Bath-sheba, noted that he
would bring a sacrifice for his sin, but
God would not want it (Ps. 51:16-17). 

Why, the writer of Hebrews asked,
would his readers who had received sal-
vation in Jesus want to rebelliously re-
turn to a sacrificial system that did not
cover their sins? Their desertion of Je-
sus was definitely a willful sin, and the
blood of bulls and goats would not bring

Just Take His Hand

Give me strength along life’s way.
Renew my courage every day.
And guide me on from sun to sun,
For this is how life’s race is run.

With God beside me all the way,
I can never get lost or stray.
His hands so gently hold my own.
I’ll never, never, go alone.

Take courage if you feel defeat.
Just go to God’s great mercy seat.
He’ll take you gently in His arms
And shelter you from life’s alarms.

A faithful friend, just take His hand
And tell Him all; He’ll understand.
He’ll hold you in His loving arms
And shelter you from the world’s

alarms. �
—Carolyn L. Krise.

Bible Bookmark

A Problematic Verse
BY DR. JOE FALKNER
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IF you walk into Living Faith Church
on any given Sunday morning, you

will likely see Jim Hanson smiling and
greeting everyone. Jim is not only one
of the church elders, but both he and
his wife, Beverly, genuinely feel a re-
sponsibility to welcome everyone who
comes to the service. If you attend
more than one time, there is a good
chance you will be invited into the
Hansons’ lovely home for a meal and
great fellowship.

Jim was born and raised on a farm
in northern Minnesota. He’s originally
from a small town called Big Fork. He
feels grateful for his upbringing on the
farm, claiming that there are a lot of
things he would not have had the op-
portunity to do if he had been a city
boy. Jim credits his early faith to his
parents’ raising him and his three sis-
ters in a loving, Christian home. “They
taught me well,” he says with a smile.

After high school, Jim attended a
Bible college for one year in Fergus
Falls, Minnesota. Following that, he
spent two years at a community col-
lege. It was during this time that he met
and fell in love with his future wife, Bev-
erly (née Soma). She was the daughter
of a pastor, and together they began
their relationship rooted in God’s Word.
After getting married in June of 1970,
they moved to Moorhead, Minnesota.
It was there that Jim finished his last
two years of college. Having graduat-
ed with a major in finance and business
administration, he was ready to begin
his career and family.

The Hansons have two beautiful
daughters, Larisa and Latanya, who are
two years apart in age. “They were ter-
rific kids—still are,” Jim chuckles. He
says that it was a joy and a pleasure to
be their father and to watch them grow
into the women they are today.

Jim says that a good Bible-believing
church was as instrumental in the rais-
ing of his own family as it had been for
him growing up. The girls were both
baptized and confirmed at the church
in Moorhead where Jim and Bev
served for thirty years. “Teaching them
at home and at church in the ways of
the Lord was a real priority for us,” Jim

says. “We wanted to make sure they
had good teaching in both places.
Now they are adult women, married
with families. They are living for the
Lord, and that’s wonderful.”

In 1994, when the older daughter,
Larisa, met her future husband, who
was from Cape Coral, Florida, the
Hansons made a trip down south to
meet his parents. Their longtime
school chums also lived in Cape Coral,
so the trip was a double blessing. Lar-
isa ended up marrying Jeff, and the
Hansons went down often enough
that they decided to purchase proper-
ty in Florida, where they would stay
when they visited. They also began to
attend Living Faith Church. “We got to
know and love the people,” Jim says.
“We felt a real kinship with the people
of the congregation.”

In the fall of 2000, when Jim and Bev
were leaving from another Florida va-
cation, Bev made the comment that it
would be nice to move to Cape Coral.
Jim had been in business in Minneso-
ta for several years. As the owner of a
national franchise, he had employees
and a building to think about, so pick-
ing up and moving across the country
would be no small feat. 

Jim describes the transition as a very
big change. Having to sell their home
and business and leave their church
family was not an easy decision, but it
was one they believed to be right just the
same. With only their faith to guide them,
the Hansons made their way to Florida,
and, with both of their daughters, began
attending Living Faith Church. 

Living Faith is a much smaller con-
gregation than the one to which the
Hansons were accustomed in 
Minnesota, but they found a home and
a new church family there. “It was a
step in faith, no doubt, to come down
here,” Jim says, recalling the move,
which was now over fifteen years ago.
“This is where we felt called. We felt
that we could lend a hand. We likely
would not have moved here had it not
been for Living Faith Church.”

Having been a trustee and an elder
back home in Moorhead made the re-
location that much harder, causing

the Hansons to draw further on their
faith. But they believed that they were
making the right move for their fami-
lies. After being in Cape Coral a few
years and serving on the Property and
Finance Committee, Jim says he was
honored to have been asked to be-
come an elder at Living Faith.

The role of elder is one that Jim takes
very seriously. “We all bring the gifts that
God has given us. As an elder board, we
meet twice a month. We have signifi-
cant theological discussions, which are
very deep and meaningful. Of course
we are the spiritual leaders of the
church, so we try to use the grace that
God has given us to handle each situa-
tion that comes up. We don’t always
agree on everything, but we always
have harmony and unity in the end.”

The road for Jim and his family may
seem paved with nothing but purity
and the love of God, but there was a
time that the family was greatly tested.
Although Jim dislikes focusing on any-
thing negative, Bev recalls this time in
the hopes of glorifying God.

“The most difficult time in our fami-
ly’s life began when our son-in-law Jeff

Testimonies of Faith

A Life Lived by Faith
BY PAULETTE L. LEBLANC

Jim Hanson
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to work every morning with a smile on
his face. He is grateful that God has
provided him with a way to make a liv-
ing. While he is gone, Bev makes a
beautiful home. She also gives piano
lessons to some of the children who
attend Living Faith Church, and she
spends much of her time volunteering. 

The way in which the Hansons live
their life is not only a testimony to the
God who loves and cares for them, but
also a testimony to their love and ad-
miration for one another. Each day the
marriage and life God intended them
to have is made evident in the things
they do. 

Jim credits God with his happy mar-
riage, naming it as the number one ben-
efit of having known God his whole life.
“It’s over forty-five years now that we’ve
been married,” he says, smiling. He also
says that Christ being at the center of
any home is important. “Our two
daughters and the way they live their
lives is another thing that we have to be
thankful for. They are Christian ladies,
and they are good mothers. Bev taught

once again and provide well for his
family. After their house was sold,
furniture and all, they returned to
Moorhead. They went back to Flori-
da to see the dedication of the new
sanctuary for Living Faith Church, a
sanctuary that they had helped
build.

In the year that followed, Jim was not
himself. Bev recalls even their friends
noticing how the move back to Min-
nesota had changed his demeanor.
Knowing they would never be truly hap-
py back in Minnesota and feeling that
they had been called to Florida, Jim be-
gan to search for a way for them to go
back down south. One of the things
that Bev admires most about her hus-
band is his tenacity to get things done.
“I wish I were more like him in that way,”
she says with admiration.

In 2009, Jim found a job in Florida,
and though they had sold everything
when they left Cape Coral, they went
back and rented a small apartment.
They slept on air mattresses and got by
with lawn furniture in the living room.
Some people from the church who only
winter in Florida had told the Hansons
that they could spend the summer in
their condominium. In exchange for let-
ting them use the condo, Jim and Bev
paid the utility bills and used their tal-
ents to redecorate their friend’s home.

By the end of that summer, the
Hansons had bought a house that
had been foreclosed on. The home
was a mess. The carpets had been
ripped out; the entire house needed
to be redone from the inside out.
Since that is what they do best, Jim
and Bev began working night and day
to make their new home beautiful.
Though their old furniture had been
sold with their home when times were
bad for them economically, they were
able to get Bev’s beloved piano back
from consignment, for which she
continues to thank God to this day.

Jim explains that he and Bev are in
no way unique in the difficulties life has
brought them, and the Lord has al-
ways provided for them. They feel very
blessed to have been in His care. “He
provided a home,” Jim says. “Though
it was originally unlivable, we were
able to work at it so that six weeks af-
ter we bought the home, we were able
to move in.” 

The now-beautiful home in which
they live is a demonstration of their
God-given abilities and determination
to work hard. At sixty-five years old
(when this was written), Jim still goes

announced that he no longer enjoyed
attending Living Faith Church.” He did
not favor the pastor’s sermon focus. He
wanted to look for a church with a dif-
ferent ministry emphasis.

It was not long before the family was
completely divided on the issue, and
they would not speak to one another.
Not only were Jim and Bev separated
from their daughter and son-in-law but
even from their grandchildren.

“I had a pit in my stomach the whole
time,” Bev says. “I was just sick.” One
day Larisa decided that the family
needed to sit down and talk until they
could work it all out.

Bev says the discussion became so
derisive that she gathered her purse at
least five times, ready to walk out. And
then she said words that she could not
believe she could ever say to her son-
in-law. “Jeff, I cannot love you any-
more.” She still gets glassy-eyed
when she thinks about how her heart
felt as hard as a stone.

In the moments after she said those
words, however, Bev felt God working
in her and her heart for Jeff melted as
she saw him again the way she had
before. “I remembered how he had
been a sweet boy who loved my
daughter, and very suddenly all the
love I had felt for him previously came
back. It was a miracle, it really was,”
she says. “There is no way I felt that on
my own, even though I knew I should.”

In the years to come after the recon-
ciliation, Jeff was able to reconcile his
differences with Living Faith Church. He
was even asked to give the message
one Sunday. To the Hansons, there is no
doubt that God worked in the situation
to bring the family back together again.

Jim and Bev worked together doing
designer painting, such as faux paint-
ing and finishing. Jim was not ready to
retire yet, so he obtained his license
and they worked for years, making
people’s homes lovely.

In July of 2007 the Hansons began
struggling financially. The economy
had taken a downward turn, and they
were not certain what they should do.
No strangers to hard work, they took
every job that came along, but they
still found that they were going back-
ward economically. “The phone
stopped ringing due to the economic
downturn,” Jim recalls. They had to
put their beautiful house on the mar-
ket, and for a whole year before it sold,
they had to live on their savings. 

Jim was sure that if they went
back to Minnesota he could stabilize

The gist of Jehoshaphat’s prayer
was that God’s name be hallowed
once again in this world by His inter-
vention in the affairs of mankind. Is this
honestly the goal of our prayers? Are
we allowing God to intervene in our
lives to cleanse us from sin? Je-
hoshaphat is asking us, “What do you
see?” �

things for which He uses them. They
are not overly worried about the long
delay in the return of Messiah. They
do not have their faith choked out by
the troubles of life, because they imi-
tate Jesus, who never wavered even
as He was dying. They know the Sow-
er is Jesus and that the seed is the
promise of the days of Messiah com-
ing to pass. They know God lifted up
on high is Jesus. �

What Do You See, Jehoshaphat?

(Continued from page 22)

The Holy Seed and the Sower

(Continued from page 23)
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AS General William Booth, founder
of the Salvation Army, was nearing

the end of his life in 1910, he was un-
able to attend the Army’s annual con-
vention. He was losing his eyesight and
was experiencing other problems as
well that limited his travel from London.

It was suggested that the general
send words of encouragement to the
gathering of weary soldiers who faith-
fully labored for Jesus. They would miss
having their inspired leader with them.

William Booth was eager to do what
he could without having to send a
lengthy and costly telegram. He
searched for a word that would sum-
marize the mission of the Salvation
Army and encourage them to carry on.

When the thousands of delegates
met, the moderator opened the
telegram that Booth had sent and
“read the one word message: ‘Others!
Signed, General Booth’” (Johnson,
deeperchristian.com).

Those in attendance that day—and
all who have received ministry from the
Salvation Army since—understand
how William Booth could convey his
message in a single word. “Others”
brings to mind the effective outreach
the organization has had in meeting the
spiritual and material needs of hurting
people around the world.

Booth was born in 1829. In his teen
years, he began to work hard to help his
family. He worked long hours as an ap-
prentice pawnbroker to help support
his widowed mother and three sisters. 

At age fifteen, William trusted Jesus
Christ as his Lord and Saviour. He was
well aware of England’s poverty and his
own meager situation, but his servant’s
heart cried out for unsaved souls. “I’m
not interested in their clothes; I’m inter-
ested in their souls” (Hosier, William
and Catherine Booth, Barbour).

Booth did not have an extensive for-
mal education, but he learned from oth-
er evangelist mentors as well as from his
own study of God’s Word. He was ea-
ger to preach on street corners and in
taverns and to engage in one-on-one
witnessing at every opportunity. He ex-
panded his outreach by moving from his

Nottingham hometown to London by
age twenty. He was an effective circuit
preacher there before heeding God’s
call into full-time evangelism in 1852.

God provided the wife and ministry
partner William needed when he mar-
ried Catherine in 1855. Together with
their growing family (they eventually had
nine children), the Booth team labored
to reach the world for Christ. Their
Christian Mission was organized and re-
named the Salvation Army in 1878.

Much can be learned about William
Booth’s servant heart from his autobi-
ography, first published in 1890. “But
what is the use of preaching the
Gospel to men whose whole attention
is concentrated upon a mad, desper-
ate struggle to keep themselves alive?
You might as well give a tract to a ship-
wrecked sailor who is battling with the
surf which has drowned his comrades
and threatens to drown him” (Booth, In
Darkest England, Patterson Smith).

Hundreds and thousands of volun-
teers as well as professional officers
trained by the Salvation Army were
needed to carry out the Army’s varied
ministries internationally. A partial list-
ing of the chapter titles in Booth’s ac-
count helps the reader appreciate the
impact of a servant with a heart for
God’s glory: “Food & Shelter for Every
Man, Work for the Out-of-Works, The
Household Salvage Brigade, The
Prison Gate Brigade, Effectual Deliver-
ance for the Drunkard, Rescue Homes,
Refuge for the Children of the Streets.”

All of the above ministries, and oth-
ers not listed, required support money.
From small beginnings, William Booth
depended on God to touch the hearts
of contributors. It is still a faith ministry
dependent on community. No gift is
considered too small or too large.

“The bell-ringing lassie, the kettle, and
the tripod symbolized love, service and
compassion amid the consumer frenzy. It
was not an accident that the Army sta-
tioned soldiers and kettles near stores,
theaters, and commercial centers” (Win-
ston, Red-Hot and Righteous, Harvard
University Press). What would Christmas
be without a red-kettle opportunity?

General Booth used innovative ways
to draw attention to needs, coupled
with fund-raising and salvation oppor-
tunities. Salvation Army bands, for in-
stance, are still well received. The lively
brass ensembles have a unique sound.

Many of the principles developed by
the Booths in founding the Salvation
Army appear to be timeless. You have
probably encountered personally
some of their programs based on
these godly principles in your own
community: help for veterans and ac-
tive military, homes for unwed mothers
and their babies, disaster relief, home-
less and low-income housing, soup
kitchens, and thrift stores.

Along with these programs is the
blessing of the clear presentation of
the gospel. “My only hope for the per-
manent deliverance of mankind from
misery, either in this world or the next,
is the regeneration or remaking of the
individual by the power of the Holy
Ghost through Jesus Christ” (Booth).

William Booth consistently poured
out his life for the needs of others. He
had a tremendous burden for lost
souls. Often he and Catherine would
serve the poor all day and then spend
a good portion of the night in prayer.

He once stated, “I will tell you the se-
cret. God has had all that there was of
me. There have been men with greater
brains than I, even with greater oppor-
tunities, but the day I got the poor of
London on my heart and caught a vi-
sion of what Jesus Christ could do with
me and them, on that day I made up my
mind that God should have all of
William Booth there was. And if there is
anything of power in the Salvation
Army, it is because God has had all the
adoration of my heart, all the power of
my will and all the influence of my life.”

On August 20, 1912, the world lost
a great soldier in the Lord’s army. The
organization that he had founded an-
nounced that General William Booth
had “laid down his sword.”

Take a moment to thank God for
William Booth’s servant heart. He lives
on through lives being changed by his
vision and obedience. �

Testimonies of Faith

A Servant’s Heart
BY JOAN BESAW
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preoccupied by our problems. We can
then become resentful of those we as-
sume are not suffering but who we think
deserve to be. We should not let the
ways of the wicked upset our spiritual
equilibrium. If the wicked seem to pros-
per, that is between God and them. Do
not envy them. Their time of judgment
will come (vs. 2).

Verse 3 then advises us to “trust in
the Lord, and do good.” To trust in
God means to be confident that the
Lord will see us through each trial
along our pilgrim journey. We are to do
good deeds in His strength, for our
sake and for others.

“Delight thyself also n the Lord,”
verse 4 counsels. There are two other
words that go along with “delight,”
namely, “focus” and “joy.” This trio of
words will help us in our daily walk to
depend on the Lord to supply our
every need (Phil. 4:19). 

“Commit thy way unto the Lord” (Ps.
37:5). To commit is to give ourselves
wholly to the Lord. Triumph then will be
certain. The rest of the verse states, “and
he shall bring it to pass.” He will do all He
promised, for His glory and for our good.

“Rest in the Lord,” verse 7 adds. To
rest in the Lord means to rely on the
Lord every step of our journey here—all
the way, as the hymn says, to the land
“fairer than day” (“In the Sweet By and
By,” Bennett). The Lord will never let us
down. “His strong arm will defend us,
His merciful hand will supply us, and
His tender heart will ever sympathize
with us. . . . Let us, therefore, go to Him
in every trouble” (Smith, Our Father and
Comforter, Thomas Nelson).

David’s solution to triumph over fear
was to trust in God. Fear sees only the
things that are near; faith takes in the
longer distance and puts confidence
in the Lord, who is high above all (cf.
Ps. 11:4). 

Faith conquers fear as it claims the
promises of God. “Let your conversa-
tion be without covetousness; and be
content with such things as ye have: for
he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). This adds
blessing to the promise of victory, “so
that we may boldly say, The Lord is my
helper, and I will not fear what man shall
do unto me” (vs. 6). Thank the Lord for
victory (I Cor. 15:57). �

It is a wonderful truth that God’s eyes
are on us (I Pet. 3:12). His everlasting
arms are under us (Deut. 33:27). His
presence is round about us (Ps. 125:1-
2). He works through us to accomplish
His purpose and will (Phil. 2:13).

In trials and troubles, God has prom-
ised “a way to escape” (I Cor. 10:13).
Such a way of escape refers to a place
of triumph and victory in the Lord. 

Joshua, the great captain of the
Lord’s people, knew fear, but God’s
presence made him courageous and
strong (Josh. 1:9). Through the wis-
dom of God, Joshua was able to plan
and strategize to defeat the enemy.

Isaiah, the greatest of the writing
prophets, spoke God’s words of victo-
ry over fear in a comforting promise:
“Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;
yea, I will uphold thee with the right
hand of my righteousness” (Isa.
41:10). This is a great verse for you to
memorize. 

The Apostle Paul wrote of victory
over fear. “For God hath not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind” (II Tim. 1:7).
The word for fear denotes timidity and
cowardice. The term “sound mind”
conveys the thought of self-control.

As you draw on the strength of the
Lord, you will be able to serve the Lord
boldly, courageously, and fearlessly. It
is important to trust in the Lord at all
times (cf. Ps. 27:1). 

The Apostle John tells us, “There is
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth
out fear: because fear hath torment. He
that feareth is not made perfect in love”
(I John 4:18). “Fear hath torment”
speaks of fear that has the ability to
bring punishment to the body and
mind. Trusting in the Lord at all times
and in all circumstances will supply re-
sources to stop fear dead in its tracks. 

The best way to deal with fear is to
attack it head-on. The weapons of bat-
tle are supplied by the Lord. The path
of victory will be ours as we appropri-
ate what God has provided. We will
look at several weapons we can use
against fear. All are found in Psalm 37.

The first weapon is the determination
not to fret (vs. 1). Sometimes when we
face trials, we become agitated and

ARE you ever afraid? Everyone
faces fear sometimes. David, the

great and beloved king of Israel, was
often afraid. Fear can strike any of us
in a relentless pursuit to rob us of joy
and emotional stability. 

Psalm 11 opens with an affirmative
statement of trust and then a question:
“In the Lord put I my trust: how say ye
to my soul, Flee as a bird to your
mountain?” In our language and un-
derstanding today, we would say that
David struggled with the temptation to
not trust God. A possible choice was
to just hide in the hills, and once there
everything would be all right. 

Fear can cause one to be restless. It
can bring on anxious days and sleep-
less nights. It can weigh down on the
soul like a mountain to impede spiritu-
al progress, as well as hinder effective
service. In addition, fear may rob one
of spiritual cheer.

In his book on man’s fears, a nation-
ally prominent psychologist listed a to-
tal of 288 things that people fear. The list
included the following: acrophobia (the
fear of heights); agoraphobia (the fear of
open and public spaces); claustropho-
bia (fear of closed spaces); mysophobia
(fear of germs); hydrophobia (fear of wa-
ter); nyctophobia (fear of darkness);
taphophobia (fear of being buried alive);
xenophobia (fear of people from other
countries); hematophobia (fear of
blood); triskaidekaphobia (fear of the
number thirteen); necrophobia (fear of
the dead); agliophobia (fear of pain).

Of all the fears listed in the book, some
surface to the top. According to the au-
thor, those are poverty (peniaphobia),
criticism (rhabdophobia or enissopho-
bia), rejection (social phobia), illness
(panthophobia), old age (gerontopho-
bia), and dying (thanatophobia).

Fear, like an enemy, will come down
upon us. When it does, remember that
spiritual giants of Bible times were
also afflicted by fear, and God sus-
tained them (cf. Ps. 55:22).

Although he was a great example of
faith (Rom. 4:20), Abraham knew fear.
He was called the “Friend of God” (Jas.
2:23). Abraham was told not to fear—
“After these things the word of the Lord
came unto Abram in a vision, saying,
Fear not, Abram: I am thy shield, and thy
exceeding great reward” (Gen. 15:1). 

How to Handle Fear
BY JOHN LINEBERRY, M.S.
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SEEKING to change in the right
places and hold firm in the right

places. That is a guiding principle of
Every Child Ministries (ECM), a non-
denominational missions organization
dedicated to “the forgotten children of
Africa.” These are marginalized, neg-
lected, misunderstood, and abused
youths like street children, trafficked
and enslaved children, children with
albinism, children falsely accused of
witchcraft, orphans, and others who
are oppressed. By the grace of God,
my husband, John, and I helped to
found ECM in 1985 after serving one
term in Africa with another mission.

As ECM has grown over the past
thirty-two years, the challenging task
of the leadership has been to seek
God for the flexibility to make big
changes where needed while at the
same time holding fast to the essential
truths of the gospel and the mission’s
commitment to biblical inerrancy
backed by literal interpretation.

Some changes have come from
trying to find the most effective
methods to reach the unique needs
of each country where ECM serves.
One of its earliest programs was
Sunday school training and produc-
tion of resources for what is now the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC). This was a response to the
need of churches in the interior of
Congo (then Zaire) for something
specially geared to interest children
and meet their needs. It met with in-
stant success and after thirty-two
years is still a very effective method
in the DRC. New Sunday schools are
still being started, and Teachers’ 
Resource Libraries are still widely
used and appreciated, especially in
the interior.

I recently met a couple of young
pastors whom I had taught in Sunday
school in the 1980s. They are now
promoting the teaching of children in
the Sunday schools of their own
churches. This ministry has come full
circle.

The same program has met with
some success in rural areas of Ugan-
da, but there has been very little suc-

cess in Ghana. Different methods are
needed to reach Ghana. One of those
that was very effective for about thir-
teen years was “Character Building
from the Bible” for schools. It consist-
ed of Bible stories, memory verses,
and songs emphasizing positive char-
acter traits like truthfulness, compas-
sion, perseverance, initiative, and so
forth. 

After trying this out in 1999 with a
small group of schools who agreed to
participate, ECM quickly received an
unsolicited letter from the Ghana Edu-
cation Service asking that it be used in
all the schools of Ghana! ECM did not
have the resources at the time to do
that, but we did add new schools
every year for several years, expand-
ing the school ministry as far as we
could.

Eventually, a new administration
ruled that such programs be given
only on one day of the week, which
made it impossible for ECM staff and
volunteers to reach all the schools
that desired the program. In time,
because of this and other pressures,
the program was given up, but not
before a whole generation of chil-
dren had heard the gospel and re-
ceived monthly Bible instruction in
school. 

On the wall at ECM’s “Mission Cen-
tral” office in the United States is a
poster collage comprised of notes
from children who came to Christ un-
der this ministry. Teachers encour-
aged them to let us know of their de-
cisions to trust in Christ by writing their
name and “I took Jesus” on scrap pa-
per and slipping it to them. “I took Je-
sus” notes cover an entire poster
board, reminding us of the enduring
fruit of a program that we were not
able to continue. In this case, the
change came because of changing
policies of the government. Later the
program was begun in some areas
again on a limited basis, using only
staff members.

Some of ECM’s newer programs
have come with growing under-
standing of needs that have been
there all along. One of these is the

street children program. In our first
term in DR Congo, children had fol-
lowed us around at the open-air mar-
kets, seeking to carry our bags.
Since we were all about pinching
pennies (or makutas, in this case),
we tried to carry our own loads as
much as we could. That seemed
thrifty at the time, but it robbed us of
the opportunity to learn about these
children.

It was not until years later that I
learned that those kids who so
pestered us at the market were home-
less street kids. After all the shoppers
had finished making their purchases
and climbed into their vehicles to head
home to comfy beds, these barefoot
kids curled up under the little shelter of
the rickety market booths. The market
was their home. 

How ashamed and shortsighted I
felt when I finally realized the truth!
How I thank God for the kindness of
the pastor who offered to take us
downtown after midnight to observe
the situation. The vision of street kids
sleeping everywhere in the open is
forever stamped in my conscious-
ness.

ECM’s street ministry was born
out of that visit and is now very ac-
tive in DRC and in Uganda, although
it differs in each place. In DRC, nu-
merous youths have been trained in
carpentry, mechanics, and tailoring
through apprenticeships and are
now working. One has married and
has his own family home—a dream
to which most street children never
even aspire.

Another part of the DRC street min-
istry is a program ECM has called
“Restore a Family.” Street workers
Etienne and Mulela had the idea that
they could train street youths to pres-
ent a skit to show what street life was
really like. They were hoping that it
might cause people to treat the street
youths more kindly and to think of
them as fellow humans. From the first
attempt, it did all that and much more.
The skit has been presented in many
churches.

What Etienne and Mulela discov-

Missions

Every Child Ministries
BY LORELLA ROUSTER
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January 1, 2015, when my husband
and I officially turned the directorship
over to Mark Luckey, one of ECM’s
capable and experienced missionar-
ies. This relieved me of a mountain of
administrative responsibilities and
decisions, giving me more time for
the ministry God has given me now—
developing and presenting training
materials and Sunday school les-
sons, as well as serving as advisor
for some projects.

What does the future for ECM look
like? Past experience seems to indi-
cate that it will probably involve more
changes—adding some programs,
stopping others, and adapting pro-
grams to meet needs. The new lead-
ership is more technologically savvy
than we were and does some things
differently, opening up new doors of
opportunity.

The core values and goals to which
ECM is committed are still the same,
though. Every Child Ministries is still
committed to African children—show-
ing them the love of Jesus, sharing the
gospel with them and their families,
teaching them the Word, and seeking
to develop them as true disciples of
Christ. We ask for your prayers that
this will always be our focus. �

communities with clean, safe water to
drink. After they had helped my hus-
band dig four wells, the staff there dug
a well on their own in 2015, using the
equipment we left. This was very en-
couraging to John because he is no
longer able to return to Africa because
of health concerns.

Some of our missionaries have also
developed other programs geared to
helping children by helping the whole
community, including the church and
local school. One program, “The Way
Home,” is geared to helping grand-
mothers who are raising their or-
phaned grandchildren.

In 2009 I was able to take some spe-
cialized training in fighting human traf-
ficking. We realized this issue touched
many of our projects, so I trained all
our staff on these issues, and we de-
veloped some new projects geared to
preventing child trafficking by helping
the most vulnerable children in the
source areas.

During all these changes and the
development of new programs, one
thing has remained the same. ECM is
just as committed as ever to the
proclamation of the gospel as our only
hope of salvation. Care has been tak-
en to ensure that every new program
is Christ-centered.

At ECM, it is not only the gospel
that is important, but also a strong,
unflinching commitment to biblical
inerrancy and a literal approach to
understanding the Scriptures. Thus,
while some missions have struggled
in recent years with their stance on
human sexuality, gender, and mar-
riage in a changing society, ECM has
stood strong. Before the most heat-
ed controversies over same-sex
marriage arose, ECM already had
framed its nondiscrimination policy
to affirm its commitment to human
sexuality and marriage as defined in
the Bible.

A few years ago, someone said,
“Lorella, ECM started with Sunday
schools. It looks like now you’ve all
changed to other things.” 

I replied, “It’s true that Sunday
schools were the first method God
gave us, but we’ve always been
about bringing children the gospel
and teaching them the Word of God.
Now we are using many other meth-
ods in addition to Sunday school,
but it’s still all about bringing chil-
dren the gospel and teaching them
the Word of God.”

A big change for ECM came on

ered is that many children have been
forced out to the streets by their own
parents, who often accuse them of
witchcraft when the family experi-
ences unexplainable setbacks. In
every church where the skit has been
presented, at least one parent has be-
come convicted of wrongful behavior
and has gone out to search for the
child they rejected. Many families have
been reconciled as a result. 

In the meantime, youths still on the
street find satisfaction in knowing that
God is using them to break the chains
of “streetism” even while they are yet
homeless. This awareness has been
incredibly encouraging and empower-
ing to them.

In Uganda, street ministry concen-
trates on Karimojong children who
defy Uganda’s ban on begging be-
cause there are simply no other op-
tions for them. Through child sponsor-
ship at thirty-two dollars a month,
some kids have been taken off the
street and enrolled in a boarding
school with a heavily Christian influ-
ence. 

These children had no education-
al preparation or encouragement
from home, and they had to learn in
English, a third language for them.
Everyone was surprised when they
did so well. They outperformed the
children from all the other sponsor-
ship groups. Several of the children
and some of the mothers have now
trusted Christ as Saviour, turning to
Him from a background of tradition-
al spirit worship. 

An active street ministry in Ghana
brought many children to safety at
ECM’s Haven of Hope. Many of them
are now in high school. This street
ministry was closed in 2014, partially
because the government forcibly ex-
pelled street people from their central
gathering areas, making it impossible
to continue meeting with them. How-
ever, no children were lost from Haven
of Hope because of that policy. This is
another example of a ministry change
because of changes in government
policies.

ECM has also become increasing-
ly aware that children are not free-
standing units. In recent years, more
attention has been given to helping
children within their families and
communities. 

There has been an increasing em-
phasis on visiting and caring for fami-
lies in all the sponsorship projects, and
wells have been dug to provide whole

A Life Lived by Faith
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them well. There are so many things,”
he says, smiling and shaking his head. 

Latanya is now a pastor’s wife her-
self, and Larisa and her husband re-
cently moved to Texas due to a pro-
motion Jeff received in his job at a
Christian radio station.

It is easy to look at people like the
Hansons, who are reaping the re-
wards of a life having been lived by
faith in Jesus, and think they simply
have done well. And, indeed, they
have worked very hard and taken
every opportunity that God has given
them. But they rightly give God all the
credit for blessing them with a won-
derful marriage, two beautiful daugh-
ters, and a church they adore. They
recognize that it is the Holy Spirit’s
sanctifying work that enables them to
listen to His promptings, yield to His
calling, and serve one another and
their neighbors every day. �
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IKEEP trying to get Ginger, but when
I call I just get her voice mail, Cathy,”

Hilda told me. “I leave my name and
number, but she never calls back.” 

“I don’t really know Ginger very
well,” I replied. “Didn’t she and her
family just join the church?”

“That’s right, and since I’m on the
church welcoming committee, I try to
touch base with all the new members.
But I can’t seem to reach her.”

I had not encountered Ginger very
often since she had joined the
church, but I reasoned it was be-
cause she attended a different serv-
ice than I did. However, I had seen her
a few times when we both dropped
our kids at school. She was friendly
but quiet. 

Although I wanted to help Hilda, I
was more concerned with something
else at the moment: finding someone
to transcribe our pastor’s sermons. 

Mike Elliott was a great preacher, so
we often had requests for copies of his
sermons. We could make CDs and

even cassette tapes of the sermons
because the equipment was in place,
but the challenge came when some-
one wanted a printed copy to share or
study later. There was no actual man-
uscript to duplicate since Pastor Elliott
preached just from notes. That meant
that someone had to transcribe the
sermon—listen to the recording and
type the text into the computer. Once
that was done, we could print out
copies.

Jane, the pastor’s secretary, did
what she could when she found time,
but often she was so busy with her
regular duties that a backlog of re-
quests would develop.

Why was I so concerned? Well, this
was personal for me since I had come
to the church and then to the Lord af-
ter reading one of the pastor’s ser-
mons. And since he knew this, he sug-
gested that I should try to locate a
transcriptionist. However, so far I had
found no one and that is what I told the
pastor when I dropped by his office. 

“I just can’t seem to find anyone to
do it.” I sighed as I plopped into the
chair opposite his desk. “At one time
secretaries regularly typed dictated
and recorded material, but these days
computers do that sort of thing. One
of the deacons did tell me that they will
probably install that equipment even-
tually when they can, but until then we
need a person to do it.”

“I understand your concern, Cathy,
but we really have to remember God’s
part in this,” Pastor Elliott told me. “If
He wants someone to do this—and I
think He does—then we must trust
Him to lead us.”

“I know, but I’m still worried.”
“Look, this Sunday I’ll be preaching

on how we can find and follow God’s
will in our lives, and here’s the pas-
sage I’ll use. I’m sure you know it.” He
found the place in his Bible and then
turned it around on the desk so I
could see it. 

I read where his finger pointed.
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own under-
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths”
(Prov. 3:5-6). 

I nodded. “Yes, that’s very familiar.
My mother had it on a plaque in the
kitchen, and I saw it every day when I
was a kid. But do you think this is a
promise that God will guide us?” 

“I know it is,” he said. 
“But just how does He guide us?” I

asked.
“It says that He will ‘direct [our]

paths,’ and I think He often does that
through unfolding events. Although
we must always be cautious, we can
frequently see that something is His
will or plan when everything works out
and things fall into place. So we need
to trust Him to work it out.”

“But I keep thinking I should be do-
ing something,” I said.

“I know, but another thing I’ll talk
about Sunday is that we’re to ‘lean not
unto [our] own understanding.’ I think
that means that we should have a
healthy skepticism about our own rea-
soning and not ignore His leading in
the situation.”

“Well, I’ll try.” I sighed.
“That’s all He asks. We just need to

trust Him to do it.” He smiled slightly.
“You might say that if we’re not to lean
on our own understanding, then we’re
to lean on Him. Tell you what, let’s pray
about it right now.” 

I bowed my head as he began. “Fa-
ther, we know we should trust You to

Adults

Leaning on Him
BY ANNE ADAMS
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My face must have reflected my
confusion because she paused. “You
know, I think you and Hilda have been
curious as to what I do.”

“Well, yes.” 
“It’s simple. You see, I’m a medical

transcriptionist.”
A slow surge of realization began to

flow over my suddenly awakened
mind as she continued. 

“After doctors dictate their com-
ments and reports into the computer,
I download the material, listen to it,
and then type it in.” 

“Only medical reports?” I asked. 
“No, occasionally I do speeches,

meetings, or business reports.
Sometimes I tweak the text to make
it read smoothly, but then it’s always
submitted for approval by the original
speaker.” 

I nodded slowly as she continued.
“I start about 10:00 P.M. after the

kids go to bed, and I work through till
about 6:00 A.M.” She sat back. “Then I
get the kids up and off to school, go to
bed, and get up about three. My hus-
band is a truck driver, so he is gone
several days at a time and sometimes
on weekends. But with this schedule,
we can both work and still be with the
kids.” She leaned forward. “Are you
OK?”

My confusion was undoubtedly
quite evident on my face as I tried to
grasp the realities of the last few days.
Slowly a pattern began to emerge.
“I’m fine,” I said. “But this certainly an-
swers some questions and maybe
solves a problem I’ve been fretting
about.”

She listened as I explained. By the
time Ginger’s daughter came in to ask
about a homework problem, I had my
answer. Would she transcribe the ser-
mons? Of course! After all, she had the
skill and now the time. I also learned
that she had a personal interest equal
to mine since she had also come to
Christ through reading a minister’s
sermon!

As I prepared to drive off, I paused
to consider the stream of events.
“Well, Lord, You certainly came
through,” I prayed silently. “And all the
time I was busy leaning on my own un-
derstanding instead of on You.” I start-
ed the car and then paused to think.
All the time I was fretting, God was
nudging me not only to trust Him but
also to direct my path to Ginger. As al-
ways, He had acted for my good and
His glory. �

I started at the soft voice and then
looked up to see Ginger standing in
the aisle.

I moved over. “No, do sit down. It’s
good to see you.”

“I decided to come to the first serv-
ice this morning,” Ginger commented
as she sat down. “Actually I haven’t
been to church for a couple of weeks
since I had a big project at work. But I
just finished it, and I know I should be
more involved here.”

“Say, I’m under orders from Hilda—”
I began, but she broke in quickly. 

“Oh, yes, I know. I haven’t had time
to call her back because of this proj-
ect, but I’ll call her and tell her I’ll come
to that retreat. But I also need to talk
to you.”

Just then the organist began the
first hymn and as we stood, Ginger
produced a card from her purse, scrib-
bled something on the back, and
handed it to me. “Give me a call at that
number tomorrow after three,” she
whispered and then picked up the
hymnal. I stuffed the card into my
pocket as we joined in the hymn. 

The next afternoon when I exam-
ined the card, I saw that it bore the
name of a company, Ginger’s name,
and a phone number. But I dialed the
number she’d written on the reverse,
and she quickly answered. 

“Hi, Ginger. This is Cathy—” I be-
gan.

“Oh, thanks for calling back. By the
way, I just talked to Hilda and I’ll be at
the retreat. I just woke up, and the kids
will be home from school in a few min-
utes. Can you come over this
evening—say about 7:30?”

I agreed to this, but I hung up with
unspoken questions. She just woke up
in the middle of the afternoon? 

That evening, with the kids studying
and my husband supervising them, I
drove to Ginger’s house and found a
similar scene.

“Let’s go into my office.” She indi-
cated a side room.

We entered what had once been a
dining room, now transformed into an
office. There was an elaborate com-
puter setup next to the desk, some-
thing I’d seen in other offices. Yet this
was different because attached to a
console was a long coiled cord 
with headphones attached. Ginger
dropped into a desk chair and indicat-
ed a side seat for me. 

“Welcome to my domain!” she said.
“This is where I work at night while the
kids are asleep.” 

handle this problem. Please guide
Cathy to the right person. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.” He smiled re-
assuringly. “There, we’ve put it in His
hands, and it’s up to Him.”

I left the pastor’s office comforted
but still apprehensive. His concern
and prayer were reassuring—for a
while. Then I found myself worrying
again when I thought of the sermon re-
quest backlog. It was as if the problem
had become more real than God! 

Several days later, Hilda called. “I’m
getting really concerned about Gin-
ger,” she said. “I’ve left several mes-
sages, but I’ve not heard back from
her. During the day, I’m still getting her
voice mail.”

“You certainly are dedicated,” I
replied.

“Well, I suppose so, but now I have
something else to ask her. I’m working
on the women’s retreat next month,
and I want to be sure she’s invited.” 

“Did you tell her what you’re calling
about?” I asked.

“No, I just left my name and num-
ber,” Hilda said.

“Next time tell her about the retreat,
and then she can let you know,” I sug-
gested. “Sometimes I return a call
more readily if I know what it’s about.” 

“Maybe so,” Hilda replied. “You
know, I heard that she works from
home at night. But what could she
possibly do?”

“I’ll be sure to tell her to call you if I
see her,” I said.

I fully intended to do this, but ac-
tually I was still more concerned
about finding someone to do the ser-
mons! If God had a transcriptionist in
mind, who was it? Was it someone in
the congregation that I didn’t know
about? Or maybe I should call some
local office staffing companies to
see if they had someone who could
do it. 

Occasionally I felt a twinge of guilt
as I remembered the admonition to
trust God and to not lean on my own
understanding. But all I could think of
was that He had not come through yet.
Lean on Him as Pastor suggested?
Well, maybe. Then I remembered the
stacked-up requests. And another
thing—how could I think about finding
the right person when Hilda kept both-
ering me about Ginger? 

The next Sunday I was in church as
usual. When I arrived, I found my reg-
ular seat and began to look through
the bulletin. 

“Is this seat taken?” 



34 (162)

Q. My wife and I are in need of coun-
seling. For some reason we believe
that our relationship is “stuck.” Can
you help us?

A. Unfortunately, this is a frequent
condition with couples. The good
news is that once a couple acknowl-
edges that there is a problem and
seeks counseling, there is a high prob-
ability that their relationship can be re-
freshed and strengthened. There are
various reasons that a disconnect may
occur in a marriage. I will explore what
I believe to be the foundation of a
healthy marriage: communication. 

There is a decrease in intimacy
when one spouse does not feel heard.
Think about how difficult and unlikely
it is for someone whose voice is not
heard to feel valued and loved. The
key is for each partner to practice as-
sertive and active listening skills in or-
der to reopen the lines of communi-
cation. This process begins with each
person expressing his or her feelings
and what each wants in the relation-
ship.

It is also important that your partner
knows that you understand what is
being said. This can be done by re-
peating or restating what your spouse
has said. Scripture reminds us that
“He that answereth a matter before he
heareth it, it is folly and shame unto
him” (Prov. 18:13).

It is possible that emotions may be-
gin to escalate and one of the partners
will need to call a time-out. In such a
situation, this is wise. However, cou-
ples should agree on a time to resume
the conversation. Couples should
avoid accusatory language. It is best
to use “I” statements, such as “I feel,”
“I wish,” and so forth. The goal is to
communicate, not to win an argument.
When we begin our sentences with
“you,” that can be received as being
accusatory and shut down the con-
versation. It is also wise to avoid using
close-ended words such as “can’t,”
“always,” “must,” or “should.” “Al-
ways” rarely is truly always; “can’t”
leaves no room for hope. 

The bottom line is that each spouse

needs to remember that Scripture in-
structs us to reflect God’s calling in our
lives “with all lowliness and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one an-
other in love” (Eph. 4:2).

Getting “unstuck” in one’s marriage
means to be intentional about resolv-
ing the issues. It means being willing
to address the core of our emotions.
Most people do not realize how much
baggage they carry into their adult
lives. In my office, I have seen God
bring out childhood hurts, disappoint-
ments, failures, and trauma in a
spouse’s life that framed their deci-
sion-making, their self-esteem, and
heavily affected their role as a hus-
band or wife and as a parent. These is-
sues must be addressed; band-aids
will not work.

Getting “unstuck” can also mean
acknowledging that couples can be
experiencing different seasons of life.
The seasons of life have very little to
do with our age. They represent what
an individual is responding to in life.
A husband may be enjoying a sum-
mer season that represents work, ac-
complishments, and fulfillment; at the
same time his wife may be entering a
season of winter as she begins to re-
alize that some of her hopes are
quickly fading. If couples are not
communicating, this can accelerate
into a time of disconnect or getting
“stuck.”

Effective communication between
husband and wife is unlikely if each
partner is not communicating with
God daily through Bible reading and
prayer time. I have found that it is very
effective when couples pray together
daily. It is powerful for a spouse to hear
their partner lifting up their name in
prayer. Getting “stuck” in marriage
happens, but it does not have to be a
hopeless situation. �

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101 or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Book Reviews
Wayne, Jimmy. Walk to Beautiful. Nashville,

Tennessee: W Publishing Group, 2014.

THIS book will change your life while
making you more aware of all the

perils from which God has spared you.
Here is the story of a thirteen-year-old
boy whose mother left him stranded
hundreds of miles from home at a bus
station parking lot. She then drove off
with her newfound love. 

Jimmy Wayne was the boy’s name.
He slept on the streets—hungry,
homeless, and in and out of foster
homes. Despite all that and much,
much more that he endured, he found
hope in Jesus Christ. Jimmy trusted
Him as His Saviour at a daily Vacation
Bible School when he was thirteen. 

God used several others to minister to
Jimmy in special ways. Without a doubt,
Russell and Bea Costner, among others,
laid aside their own desires and goals in
life to be of help to him. He rose to fame
in the country music field. He also is 
famous because of his “Project Meet
Me Halfway” campaign. In this cam-
paign, Jimmy walked halfway across
America, 1,700 miles, from Nashville to
Phoenix, to raise funds for foster kids. 

I highly recommend this book. 

Smalley, Greg and Smalley, Erin, eds. Ready
to Wed. Carol Stream, Illinois: Tyndale
House, Inc., 2015.

This excellent book is a godsend.
The general editors, Dr. Greg and Erin
Smalley, have included contributions
from six other authorities who have
written on the subjects highlighted in
this volume. Each of the seven sub-
jects deal with investing wisely in your
marriage. A good sampling of subjects
in part one includes leaving your par-
ents and cleaving to your spouse, spir-
itual intimacy, sexual intimacy, and the
language of love. 

In part two, seven chapters deal with
how to manage conflicts in healthy
ways. A biblical perspective is given on
the importance of getting ready for mar-
riage and in the instructions for how to
have a happy and solid marriage. 

I recommend this volume heartily. It
would be an excellent engagement
gift. Another author who has written
on this subject responds to Ready to
Wed: “Wow, what a treasure trove! All
the best premarital wisdom from all my
favorite marriage leaders” (Shaunti
Feldhahn). �

—Robert P. Lightner.
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Christianity is an enemy of true human
freedom, which confers the right to
create one’s own meaning and pur-
pose. We are the captains of our fate;
we are the only true sovereigns of our
lives, they say. But it is rather silly, and
actually dangerous, to define freedom
as the absence of confinement and
constraint. 

Freedom is not the absence of con-
finement or constraint. In fact, con-
finement and constraint may actually
be a means of liberation. Freedom is
not the absence of restrictions but ac-
tually the recognition of the right ones.
For an athlete, a musician, or a stu-
dent, the concepts of discipline, re-
striction, and constraint are actually
freeing; constraint liberates us to find
the purpose and meaning of our lives.
There are liberating restrictions. 

True human freedom is found in lov-
ing relationships designed by God.
We only truly become ourselves when
we are in a mutual, unselfish, other-
centered relationship. 

Both autonomy and control are illu-
sions, and even children can teach us
that truth. A marriage can be the most
liberating of relationships, for it should
cure us of selfishness, self-centered-
ness, and self-indulgence. Freedom is
surrendering our autonomy for the
sake of others, which is part of God’s
design for our lives. It was actually
modeled for us in Jesus. 

In genuine, biblical Christianity, we
find that in a radical manner Jesus ac-
tually identified with humanity—in the
incarnation and in the atonement on
the cross. On the cross, He continued
to identify with humans as sinners—
and died in our place to forgive us and
to free us (John 8:32, 36)! True libera-
tion is found in Christ, for in Him we
can find freedom from the bondage to
stifling, destructive sin and freedom
from the terror of death. In Christ, we
discover that our Creator’s boundaries
are actually liberating. 

Teens today who profess faith in 
Jesus Christ face a decidedly hostile
and increasingly antagonistic cul-
ture—one no longer neutral to the
Christian faith. Christian teens must
be well grounded in what they believe,
especially as they prepare for college.

Further, the local church must help
them anticipate the types of questions
they may face in the college classroom
and in the larger culture. They must be
equipped to give “a reason of the hope
that is in [them] with meekness and
fear” (I Pet. 3:15). �

suffering, and injustice is a problem for
every worldview. The problem of evil is
no easier to handle even if you aban-
don a belief in God.

The claim is made that because of
our inherent sense of fair play and jus-
tice, we should conclude that people
ought not to suffer, be excluded, or die
of hunger or oppression. However, as
the naturalists claim, the evolutionary
process of natural selection (the pre-
vailing model in biology) depends on
death, destruction, and violence by
the strong against the weak—all per-
fectly natural aspects of life (they
claim).

On what basis then does a human
judge the world to be wrong, unfair,
and unjust? Tragedy, suffering, and in-
justice will happen to all people, be-
lievers and nonbelievers alike. Aban-
doning belief in God does not
eliminate evil in the world.

Genuine, biblical Christianity teach-
es that God in Jesus Christ suffered
immeasurably and that His death was
qualitatively different from any other
death, for it involved the temporary
abandonment of the Son by the Fa-
ther. Only Christianity teaches that
God became uniquely and fully human
in Jesus Christ, who therefore has
firsthand knowledge of despair, rejec-
tion, loneliness, poverty, bereave-
ment, torture, and imprisonment.
Christ is truly Immanuel, even in our
worst sufferings.

Further, the resurrection means that
every horrible thing that has ever hap-
pened will not only be undone and re-
paired but will in some way make the
eventual glory and joy even greater.
The Incarnation and the Cross bring
profound consolation in the face of
suffering, for God became a victim of
evil and suffering to eradicate evil and
suffering from this world. 
Question #2: Why does Christianity

seek to restrict my personal freedom? 
In our postmodern world, freedom

is defined as having no boundaries
and no restrictions. Some claim that

IN this postmodern, post-Christian
society, teens must be able to de-

fend what they believe (I Pet. 3:15), for
the future of the church depends on
their ability to do so. The defense of
Christianity and its claims has been
important throughout the history of the
church. Today, however, the need to
defend genuine, biblical Christianity is
more important than ever. 

The millennials of postmodern,
post-Christian America value person-
al autonomy more than anything else
and evidence a significant lack of trust
in all institutions, including the church.
Millennials are therefore spiritually vul-
nerable. Critics of genuine, biblical
Christianity are raising penetrating
questions, which, if unanswered, will
further undermine the appeal of Chris-
tianity’s truth claims, making Christi-
anity just one of the smorgasbord of
choices out there.

In this article, I identify two of these
salient questions and underlying as-
sumptions of each question. Sugges-
tions for answering these questions
follow. Pastor Tim Keller, in his book
The Reason for God: Belief in an Age
of Skepticism (Penguin Books), pro-
vides a fine resource for both identify-
ing and answering the questions (see
pages 22-51).
Question #1: Why does a good God

allow so much suffering/evil?
Evil and suffering are not evidences

against God’s existence. Some claim
that there is so much unjustifiable evil
in the world that belief in a powerful
and good God is pointless. Some oth-
er kind of “god” might exist but not
the traditional one. But just because
we cannot readily see or imagine a
good reason why God might permit
suffering and evil does not mean that
God does not exist. Further, by ob-
serving life and people, we see that
suffering and hardship often develop
and deepen insight, character, and
strength. 

Evil and suffering may actually be
evidence for God. Explaining tragedy,

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Questions Christian Teens 
Must Be Able to Answer

BY JAMES P. ECKMAN
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EMILY’S frantic wails crashed into
Daniel’s wrestling match with al-

gebra. Frowning, he left his desk to
see what had triggered his little sister’s
outburst.

“He said, ‘Come here,’ and I asked,
‘Why?’ He wouldn’t say, so I only took
a couple of steps toward the fence.”

“That was wise.” Emily’s mother
stroked the blonde hair surrounding
Emily’s frightened face.

“He told me again, ‘Come here,’ and
I asked, ‘Why?’ again, and this time he
said, ‘So I can slap your face.’ Then I
ran.”

Indignant, Daniel asked, “Who was
he?” 

“I don’t know. I never saw him be-
fore,” Emily replied, her sobs subsiding
as she nestled in her mother’s arms.

“How old was he—my age or
Dad’s?”

“He was a big boy, but not as big as
you.”

“What did he look like?”
“He had dark hair and an angry face,

and he wore an old black T-shirt with
holes in it.”

Even though their K-12 school was
small, Daniel could not put a face or
name to Emily’s description of the boy. 

“When we walk to school tomorrow,
try to point him out to me.”

He returned to his desk. His mind
only half on his homework, he won-
dered what he would do when he did
find out who had terrified his sister. 

As part of their suppertime devo-
tions, Dad read a story for Emily called
“The Tough Coward.” 
Timely, Daniel thought wryly.
“So, Daniel, will you help me if that

bully meets up with me again?”
“Totally. I’m on your team, Emily.” 
Dad said, “Since this boy is school

age, you’re more likely to run into him
than Mom and I are. Don’t start a fight
with him, but protect yourself and your
sister. I will pray for you, Daniel.”

“Thanks, Dad.” What I’d really like to
do is nail the guy for threatening a lit-
tle girl he doesn’t even know, Daniel
thought to himself.

Several days passed without Daniel

or Emily spotting the culprit. Then one
evening, pounding feet in the hall out-
side his room and a hurried knock
jerked Daniel to his feet.

“He’s walking past our house right
now!” Emily whispered, eyes wide.

Daniel snatched his jacket and
opened the door, glancing around for
the bully. He recognized Michael—a
boy about his own age—who was
helped by a teacher’s aide when he did
manage to make it to class. Daniel felt
a force of fury that choked him. He
wanted to retaliate for the recent threat
to Emily, but he checked himself, re-
membering he was a Christian. How
did God expect him to handle the urge
to defend his little sister and the rage
and disgust he felt toward Michael? 

Deciding he was not ready yet to
achieve anything productive by con-
fronting Michael, he slipped back into
the house and hung up his jacket. Un-
able to concentrate on homework, he
opened his Bible to Romans 12, where
he had learned he would find some
verses about revenge. Verse 21 calmed
his mind and spirit: “Be not overcome
of evil, but overcome evil with good.”

He thought of the application in the
story Dad had read for Emily. Just as a
little child would need an older broth-
er to stand up to a bully, he knew he
needed the help of Someone much
stronger than he was to stand up to
the temptation to take revenge. 

Heading home from school the next
day, Daniel saw Michael half a block
ahead of him. He hurried to catch up,
desperately trying to come up with
something pleasant to talk about.

“Hey, Michael. How’s it going?” 
“If you think you’re going to get even

with me for what I said to your little sis-
ter, go ahead, try it,” Michael snarled,
bare fists curling.
Help, Lord! Daniel silently prayed,

unprepared for the vigor of Michael’s
hostility. Determined not to be intimi-
dated, he stuck out his hand for a
handshake and tried to smile.

“Uh, I thought you might like to come
over for some lemonade,” Daniel of-
fered. “It’s pretty warm out today, and

you have farther to walk than I do.” 
“What’s that to you? I don’t need

anything from you,” Michael growled.
Swinging around, he trudged off.
What did I do to make him hate me

so much? Daniel wondered. Worried
about where Michael’s antagonism
would erupt next, Daniel kept a cau-
tious eye on him the next few days. 

He noticed that Michael had a sibling
in nearly every grade. They were easy
to pick out—the same wide, unsmiling
mouths and the same dark eyes that
rarely met the gaze of others, not that
most of the other kids paid much at-
tention to them anyway. What haunted
Daniel more than the outward signs of
neglect—unkempt hair, frayed cloth-
ing, grimy hands, and an unwashed
odor—was the sadness on each face. 

“Do you know where they live?”
Daniel asked his dad over supper.

“I do. Saturday morning you can ride
with me to deliver some lumber, and
we’ll make a loop around that way.”

Two days later, Daniel and his dad
drove slowly past a shabby hovel at
the edge of town. 

“Alcohol will do that to a family,”
Dad said. “Those children have a roof
over their heads, but that may be
about all they have.”

Daniel thought of all the things to
which he almost felt entitled—kind
and self-disciplined parents, good
food, plenty of hot water for showers,
and the opportunity to play hockey.
Was envy the reason for Michael’s an-
imosity? 

There was not much he could do to
turn anything around for Michael’s
family. He knew that big changes
could happen if both the parents and
the children made peace with God by
trusting in Christ’s sacrifice in their
place, but he also knew he could not
force that decision on them.

That evening, Daniel searched for
direction in his Bible. He read Titus
2:10, and it grabbed his attention:
“that they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Saviour in all things.” 

He checked online to see if that
meant what he thought it did. That’s like
making the gospel attractive, he reflect-
ed. Lord, how can I do that for Michael?

As he continued to make observa-
tions, he noticed Michael was never in-
cluded in the discussions and jokes dur-
ing breaks between classes. Michael
and his brothers and sisters were in-
variably chosen last for intramural
games. Daniel winced when he over-
heard one of the girls from his church

Teenagers

Tough Coward
BY MARJORIE GOERTZEN
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understand how painful school life
must be for Michael.

Baseball practice that afternoon
proved even tougher. After two hours,
he felt bruised inside and out from his
teammates’ covert taunts and cruel
treatment.

The coach, who approached Daniel
as he plodded toward the door, said
quietly, “Daniel, I’m told you’ve had
some trouble with the police. I heard it
was possession of alcohol.”

Daniel was dumbfounded until he
caught a glimpse of Brett’s smirk of tri-
umph. 

“Well, sir,” he said cautiously, “that
is a lie, and it should be easy enough
to verify by checking with the police.”

“Absolutely. I just thought you should
know that someone seems to be trying
to make trouble for you, maybe run you
off the team. I can’t imagine why.
You’ve always been an asset, both as a
player and as a morale builder.”

Daniel thought he knew why. Doing
what is right might make the gospel at-
tractive to some, hopefully to Michael,
but it might irritate the conscience of a
guy like Brett.

Daniel jumped when Michael clam-
bered out of the bushes and fell in step
with him on the way home.

“Michael! How long have you been
waiting out here?” Daniel asked.

“I saw how mean they were to you
at school, and I thought you might
need a friend when you got out of
there. Hanging out with me has cost
you a lot. Too much, I’d say.” Michael
looked down at his torn tennis shoes.
“You shouldn’t bother with me.”
I guess now’s the time, Daniel de-

cided and said softly, “Michael, how’re
you going to know God loves you if no
human seems to care?”

After a long silence, Michael an-
swered, “Well, I don’t know much
about God. I need to think about that.
I’ll tell you, though, nobody else ever
cared enough to give up other friend-
ships for mine.”

“Jesus gave up a lot more than I
did—to let us know that God loves us
enough to make a way for us to be for-
given.”

Michael shuffled on distractedly.
“Do you think your little sister would let
me talk to her? I want to tell her I’m
sorry.”

Daniel put his free arm around
Michael’s shoulders and said, “I’m
sure she will. Come on, buddy, let’s go
ask my mom for some cookies and
milk.” �

need. Daniel loaned Michael one of his
baseball mitts.

“You take the glove,” Daniel in-
structed. “And I’ll hit some pop-ups
for you to catch.”

“Cool!” Michael smiled as he caught
the first ball hit to him. After they had
both taken several turns as batter and
catcher, they went into the house for a
snack.

Noting the wistfulness in Michael’s
expression as he reached for one
more cookie, Daniel asked, “Mom,
could we send some of these cookies
home with Michael?”

Michael smiled and bashfully said,
“Thanks.”

The next morning in algebra class,
Brett, the captain of Daniel’s baseball
team, jeered as Daniel settled at his
desk in algebra class. “Good morning,
Good Samaritan!” Brett said in a
mocking tune.

“Thanks! I’ll take that as a compli-
ment!” Daniel guessed what Brett was
getting at.

“You’re wasting your time on a loser.
A dirty, stinking loser.”

“God doesn’t think so.” 
“Then live with what’s going to hap-

pen, dude!” 
It did not take long for Daniel to find

out what Brett meant. He was ignored
and elbowed out of the banter be-
tween classes and at lunch. Bom-
barded with scornful glances and con-
temptuous laughter, he began to

mockingly take note that Michael had
actually worn a new shirt, to the tittering
amusement of the other girls.
Michael and his siblings can never

win, he thought, probably not at home,
for sure not here at school, maybe not
even at church, if they go anywhere.
He mulled over his discovery: Hurt
people hurt people.

“Excuse me, guys.” Daniel pulled
away from his friends and followed
Michael down the hall.

“Hey, Michael!”
Michael whirled around. Daniel was

not surprised to detect tension and re-
sentment in Michael’s eyes, considering
what he and his siblings suffered daily.

“Would you like to come over after
school? We could play a little catch in
my backyard. I’ll text Mom and ask her
to make cookies too.”

Michael stared at Daniel. 
“Why?”
“Maybe we can be friends. We can

walk home together after school this
afternoon.”

Michael’s face clouded and he said
grimly, “But your friends—”

Daniel thought of Titus 2:10 and
replied, “My best friend approves.” 

However, when some taunts fol-
lowed them out of the school building,
he did wonder what his buddies would
say the next day.

Later, in Daniel’s backyard, Michael
stood waiting awkwardly while Daniel
went to get the equipment they would
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HAVE you experienced a storm in
your life that you thought you

would never be able to get through?
God knows what you are going
through and how it is going to turn
out.  Even when you just cannot seem
to hear His voice, He is there with you
through anything. Whether it is a
falling-out with a friend, family mem-
ber, boyfriend or girlfriend, or receiving
a low grade or failing a class in school,
He knows what your circumstances
are and what the outcome will be.

The story of Jesus calming the storm
on the Sea of Galilee appears in Mark
4:35-41. No matter what storm you are
going through, God is right there with
you. God is working to bring glory to His
name and to deliver you through the
time of pain into a time of blessings.

Whenever you are going through a
struggle, remember this Bible verse:
“Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7). In times of
temptation, whether it is during
school, in your first job, or when a
friend tries to pressure you into doing
something that you know is not right,
you can call on God to help you make
the right choices. 

During those times you can remem-
ber this verse—“There hath no temp-
tation taken you but such as is com-
mon to man: but God is faithful, who
will not suffer you to be tempted above
that ye are able; but will with the temp-
tation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it” (I Cor. 10:13).
God will never allow you as His child
to go through any circumstance that
He knows you could not handle. You
can take comfort in knowing God is
with you. You can also take comfort in
knowing that God has given you a way
out.

Many of you may not know how to
deal with a situation in which one of your
friends does not believe in Jesus Christ
as Saviour. God can give you guidance
in using opportunities to present the
gospel of knowing Jesus Christ. 

Maybe a friend has been going
through a storm in his life that could be

causing him not to believe in Jesus’
heavenly promise. Maybe he thinks
that he does not have anyone to turn to.
You can pray for him and with him. Tell
him that Jesus died to save him and to
forgive his sins, and He wants to have
a personal relationship with him. Wit-
nessing and leading people to Jesus is
one of the most amazing things I have
ever been able to do in my life. 

Let people know that there is hope,
no matter what their circumstances
may be. Let them know that can be
theirs through faith and the willingness
to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ.
It is not always easy to surrender our-
selves to God. It is an everyday learn-
ing process, and our faith gets tested
daily. Be prepared for the enemy to try
to take your mind off the good things
in your life and tell you how bad you
have it. 

But believers have something that
others do not—the Holy Spirit residing
within us, every moment of every day.
Just focusing on that always brings
me back to the realization that I am not
of this world, I am His, and He is mine.
There is no better place than being in
God’s arms when the storms of life hit.

I have found prayer, reading the
Bible, and talking to people who I can
trust to be most helpful when I go
through something difficult. Having the
ability to connect with God—knowing
that He has not abandoned you and
that you can take comfort in His prom-
ise to hear your prayers and answer
your prayers—can be a huge relief.

The connection with Jesus can eas-
ily start as a teenager. Pray, telling Je-
sus what you are feeling, maybe saying
something like this: “Lord, I’m very un-
sure of where my life is going and why
things are going the way they are in my
life, but I trust that You know the plans
You have for me and that I’m Your child.
Thank You for loving me in both good
times and in bad times. Thank You for
never leaving me or forsaking me. In Je-
sus’ name, I pray. Amen.”

You can take comfort in Jeremiah
29:11, being confident that He knows

exactly what is going on with you at
any given point and time in your life. 

God has given you tools to with-
stand the storms in your life. Perhaps
it is the ability to not stress out at
everything that is going on. Maybe He
gave you the ability to sing to relieve
stress. Singing is one of my favorite
exercises to relieve stress, especially
after a long day of work or school.
Maybe He gave you the ability to be
there for friends no matter what they
may be going through. Maybe your
greatest gift is being able to point oth-
ers toward Him. 

Losing a friend or going through a
breakup is never easy. We often ask,
“Why is this happening to me?” You
may have thought that you would be
with that person in a friendship or re-
lationship forever, but it was not to be.
It is very hard to see the silver lining of
God’s plan when you are in the midst
of pain and constantly looking for an-
swers yourself. Looking for answers
by yourself can be exhausting, just as
exhausting as losing the friendship or
relationship itself. 

Having to choose to walk away from
a person very dear to my heart was and
still is one of the hardest things for me
to ever go through. I find myself asking
God, Why did I go through the pain of
wanting the friendship, then having the
person in my life for a while, only to
have the person disappear from my life
until she thinks about me again? I be-
lieve what God has taught me is that
He is trying to protect my heart from
more pain. No matter how much I want
the friendship, I have to trust God’s
plan for me rather than worry about
whether the friendship will continue. I
have also learned that there is nothing
I can do for that person except surren-
der her to God in prayer. Praying for
someone who has hurt me has some-
times been too painful for me to do, but
I find that when I do pray for that per-
son, asking God to give her protection
and guidance, I feel God’s peace for
me and my friend. 

Surrendering someone to God
through prayer is a daily task. It takes
a lot of time to stop dwelling on the
“what ifs”—What if I had done some-
thing differently? What if I had prayed
more for the friendship or relationship
before it went sour?

God has also showed me through
situations like this that at times He let
the person withdraw from my life be-
cause He knew I would not have been
able to handle what that person was
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equally applied to the disgusting be-
havior called bestiality (vs. 23).

As Christians, we are not to con-
done or ignore sin, but we must re-
member that God’s forgiveness
through Christ is available to every-
one. God can give victory over any sin
to all who believe in Jesus Christ for
salvation. This means we need to have
an attitude of concern and love toward
those who are caught in this sin. We
are to help the sinner while not be-
coming compromised ourselves. We
should pray that those bound in this
sin will repent and be freed.

Q. How can a two thousand-year-
old book possibly be any sort of guide
for living in today’s world?

A. A quick answer could be: a book
that contains truth will always be help-
ful because truth is always truth. As to
the usefulness of the teachings of the
Bible, please consider the Golden
Rule, found in Matthew 7:12: “There-
fore all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them.” Who would not want to be
treated with love and kindness? It is an
important guide for life.

The Golden Rule of the New Testa-
ment can be linked with the final six of
the Ten Commandments of the Old Tes-
tament. God’s commandments con-
cerning our treatment of our fellow man
instruct us to honor our parents, not to
murder others, not to commit adultery,
not to steal, not to make false accusa-
tions against others, and not to covet
what others have (Exod. 20:12-17).

Who would not want people of any
society to obey these principles?
Would you want someone to murder
you or a loved one? Steal from you?
Take away your spouse? Lie about you
to others? Of course not! These guide-
lines have stood the test of time and are
perfect guiding principles for living. �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. Since homosexuality has been
talked about openly a lot lately, what
should a Christian’s attitude be re-
garding this? 

A. In the beginning, when God creat-
ed humans, He created one man and
one woman. He made them different in
ways that would meet the need of the
other gender. His plan is that a man and
a woman should become one as they
join their lives together in marriage. This
relationship is to be, of course, monog-
amous. Here is the definitive statement
in the Bible: “And the Lord God said, It
is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him an help meet for
him” (Gen. 2:18). 

God created the woman from the
man, indicating for all generations that
while man and woman are different, a
married couple is of the same flesh.
“And the Lord God caused a deep
sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept:
and he took one of his ribs, and closed
up the flesh instead thereof; and the
rib, which the Lord God had taken
from man, made he a woman, and
brought her unto the man. And Adam
said, This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was tak-
en out of Man. Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh” (Gen. 2:21-24).

It is significant that no mention of ho-
mosexuality or lesbianism is made in
any of these early statements concern-
ing the creation of mankind. So the ar-
gument that some have put forward say-
ing that people are born homosexual
has no basis in fact, because the cre-
ation was initially and only heterosexual.
We can confidently say that homosexu-
ality has never been the norm.

Beyond that, until recently there
never has been what is falsely termed
“homosexual marriage.” Marriage uni-
versally has been heterosexual.

Homosexuality is condemned in
God’s Word in the strongest language:
“Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as
with womankind: it is abomination”
(Lev. 18:22). This prohibit ion is 

going through. I believe God has
saved me much heartache in this way. 

Read Romans 8:28. No matter what
happens, no matter how many times
we may ask God why, He has a reason.
Maybe His reason for allowing sorrow-
ful things to happen in your life is to
show you who He is. Maybe it is to
show you that He has someone better
for you. Or maybe, as it was in my case,
He wants you to better appreciate the
times you have with the important peo-
ple in your life and to realize who is
most important in your life—Him.

Romans 8:28 also showed me that
even though there is pain and fear in
life, the Lord is always near. Our lives
are still overflowing with blessings, no
matter how much chaos may be with-
in our hearts and in our lives. 

When troubles come your way, it
can be very difficult to automatically
think “I need to pray about this.” In-
stead we often tend to become dis-
tressed and complain. I find that only
after an hour or so of complaining and
worrying, the Holy Spirit rouses me by
saying, “Pray! I’m right here waiting for
you to call on Me.”

Isaiah 40:31 is a verse that brings
many people comfort: “But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and
not be weary; and they shall walk, and
not faint.” Wait on the Lord, and allow
Him to renew your strength, and allow
yourself to be renewed every day.

God’s Word is a constant supply of
good news. Remember, no matter the
things you go through, God has His
arms around you, ready to direct you in
the next step of your life. You just have
to remember to take that step with full
trust and faith in Him. Take comfort in
knowing that He has a divine plan for
your entire life. He has already predes-
tined you for His purpose. Proverbs
23:19 tells all of us to hear His voice,
listen to Him, and keep our hearts
steadfast in Him no matter what. John
1:16 says that  we have received a full
measure of God’s mercy and grace,
and we will continue to experience His
blessings throughout our lives. 

Psalm 46:10 tells us to “be still, and
know that I am God.” Always remem-
ber that God is in control of any situa-
tion in life. There is nothing God can-
not turn around and work out for His
glory. Call on Him no matter what hap-
pens in your life, and He will give you
a peace that surpasses all human un-
derstanding. �
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IT’S loaded, Hal. Ready?”“”“”“”“”“”“”
“Yes, sir.” Hal Davis waved to his

mom and his sister, Annie, then
climbed into his dad’s pickup truck. He
fastened his seat belt and looked back
at the lawn mower in the truck bed. He
had mowed the grass at home, but this
was different. Mrs. Tucker was going to
pay him to mow her yard.

Dad slid behind the steering wheel
and said, “I’ll stay while Mrs. Tucker
gives you instructions, and I’ll make
sure the mower starts.” He glanced at
Hal, who was biting a fingernail.
“When you finish, use her phone to call
me,” he said as he drove down the
street. “Any questions, son?”

“Well—I don’t exactly know her. I
mean, I’ve seen her at church, but it’s
not the same as Grandma or Aunt
Laura.”

“You’ll do just fine,” Dad said. They
drove three blocks then turned into a
driveway. “She’s a widow, and she
didn’t want the church men to do her
mowing. She saw how big you’ve be-
come and wanted to hire you. You
have got your first paying job! Now,
let’s get that mower unloaded.”

Mrs. Tucker waved them over from
her chair on the front porch. “How old
are you, Hal?” she asked as she
looked at him over her glasses.

“I’m twelve,” Hal said.
“What’s that? Speak up!” 
“I’m twelve, Mrs. Tucker.” Hal swal-

lowed nervously.
She nodded, but didn’t smile. “Old

enough to do a good job. Well, get
busy. Knock on the door when you’ve
finished.” She shuffled inside, leaning
on her cane.

Hal started the mower and soon fin-
ished the front lawn. He moved to the
backyard and had mowed all of it ex-
cept a thick patch of weeds growing
along the chain-link fence between
Mrs. Tucker’s yard and the neighbor’s.
When Hal pushed the mower into the
weeds, it sputtered to a stop. He
cranked it and pushed again, but it
choked and died. 

Hal wiped sweat off his face and
leaned on the mower handle. I wonder
if I should let it cool down? he thought.
While he waited, he noticed an apple
tree on the other side of the fence in Mr.
Wilson’s yard. Small green apples grew

on all the branches. An oval of splin-
tered wood scarred the trunk where a
branch had broken off. It lay on the
ground, its tiny apples dried out. 

Hal looked back at the mower and
took a deep breath. “Come on, mow-
er, start!” He yanked the pull cord. It
coughed and died again. “Aw,” he
muttered. He did not want to call his
dad for help, but he trudged to Mrs.
Tucker’s back door and knocked.

“You’re not through already, are
you?” Mrs. Tucker frowned and looked
at her watch.

“No, ma’am,” he said and explained
what happened. Soon after Hal called
him, Dad drove up and pulled his
string trimmer from the truck. 

“Humph! The mower didn’t have a
chance,” Dad said when he unclogged
its blades. “These weeds are wet,
even though the grass is dry.” He
placed his trimmer against the bottom
of the weeds and started it. The string
cut through the weeds in a hurry. 

“Now the mower can keep them cut
short. Just had to show them who’s
boss this first time.” He grinned at Hal,
then spotted Mr. Wilson’s apple tree.
“Too bad that branch broke, but he still
has plenty of apples. Maybe you can
help pick them this fall; but right now,
rake up those weeds. Go tell Mrs.
Tucker when you’ve finished. I’ll wait in
the truck.”

To Hal’s surprise, when he knocked
on Mrs. Tucker’s door, she carefully
walked down the steps. Without a
word, she walked around inspecting
the mowed yard.

Hal worried that she would not ap-
prove of his work. He stood waiting,
tapping his fingers on his sides. At
last, Mrs. Tucker walked over to him.

“It will do,” she said with a solemn
nod. Hal relaxed and let out a breath.
At last, she opened her purse and
counted out dollar bills, quarters, and
dimes into his hand. “I’ll see you next
week, Hal.” 

“Uh, yes, ma’am. Thank you.” 
Dad chuckled when Hal climbed

into the truck. “You look as if you could
use a snow cone.”

Hal grinned and stretched out his
legs as he leaned back on the seat. “I
sure could!” 

Hal and his dad sat at a table out-
side North Wind Sno-Cones, too busy
eating their cold treats to talk. Hal
gulped his last bite, and they walked
to the truck. “She never did smile,” Hal
said as he buckled his seat belt.

“Uh huh,” Dad said with a nod as he

Boys and Girls

Summer Fruit
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The Cormorant

BY WANDA ERBSE

THE cormorant is part of a family of
birds that live near the shores of

lakes and oceans. They stay close to
the shores and rarely go out to sea. They
live all over the world except for the cen-
tral islands of the Pacific. When swim-
ming they look like dark loons, and while
in flight they resemble dark geese. 

Of about forty species of these
aquatic birds, some are called cor-
morants and others are called shags,
seemingly with very little difference
and no consistent distinction. Howev-
er, sometimes the same species is
called a cormorant in one part of the
world and a shag in another. 

Cormorants and shags are medium
to large birds. They range in size from
the pygmy cormorant, weighing about
twelve ounces, to the flightless cor-
morant, weighing eleven pounds. Cor-
morants are known as excellent
divers. All species are fish-eaters and
dine on small eels, fish, and water
snakes, feeding mainly on fish of little
value to man. They are extremely vo-
racious in their eating habits. Diving
from the surface to catch their prey,
they have been known to dive as deep
as 148 feet. A human, with training,
can only go to about one hundred feet
under water without assistance before
risking life-threatening conditions.

Cormorants have been trained by
fishermen in parts of Japan, China,
Greece, and Macedonia to help them
catch fish. A type of snare is placed
around the bird’s neck, so it cannot
swallow big fish but can still swallow
smaller fish. When the cormorant
spots a fish, the bird dives down and
catches it. The fisherman can then take

ask. Then we wait for His answer, as
Hal waited for me to come with the
string trimmer.” 

All through that June, Mrs. Tucker
inspected Hal’s mowing, said it would
do, and counted out his pay. She nev-
er once smiled. 

“Dad, do you know what Mrs. Tucker
said when she inspected my mowing?”
Hal asked as he yanked the truck door
shut with a bang after mowing one day.
“She said I took too long! Her family’s
coming to visit because tomorrow’s the
Fourth of July, and she wanted me fin-
ished an hour ago. She was grumpier
than usual. Dad, she never even asked
me to come earlier today!” Hal angrily
wiped tears away. “I’m ready to quit!” 

Dad reached over and squeezed
Hal’s shoulder. “That seems unfair, but
I’m sure she just forgot to tell you ahead
of time. Don’t let it worry you. We’ll go
have fun at the lake and see her in two
weeks. Let’s leave this in God’s hands.” 

The Davis family relaxed at the lake
cabin that night, watching fireflies
from the screened porch. Hal and An-
nie chattered about their plans till
Mom laughed. “You two don’t have to
do it all the first day!”

Before bedtime prayers, Dad
shared an idea with Hal. Hal thought a
moment and agreed with his dad. It
was a plan they would do together.

The vacation days sped by, full of lake
fun with friends. Hal and Annie’s favorite
thing to do was canoe racing, which of-
ten ended with overturned canoes. Gig-
gling kids in life jackets bobbed like
corks and splashed each other. Then
they waded to shore and enjoyed
berries and peaches or watermelons on
the cabin’s porch. “More fruit!” Hal and
Annie declared each time, laughing.

Back at home two weeks later, Dad
and Hal shared a prayer. “OK, I’m
ready,” Hal said. They headed to Mrs.
Tucker’s house.

“Well?” Dad asked later after Hal
finished mowing.

Hal grinned and hopped into the
truck. “Our prayers have been an-
swered—your idea at the lake was
great! I’m glad we prayed for her each
night and prayed for the fruit of the Spir-
it to grow in me (Gal. 5:22-23). I was pa-
tient today, and I even like her better.” 

“More fruit!” Dad said with a smile
and started the truck. 

“That’s right!” Hal leaned out the
window with a cheerful wave. “Good-
bye, Mrs. Tucker!”

“Good-bye, Hal,” Mrs. Tucker called
from her porch. Then she smiled. �

started the truck to head home.
“She took a really close look at her

lawn,” Hal added.
“She looked to see if you’d earned

your pay,” Dad said.
“I worked hard, but I had to call you

because of those high weeds,” Hal
said apologetically.

Dad looked at Hal, slumped in the
passenger seat. “That was OK. Do you
think you can keep them mowed
now?” he asked.

“Well, sure, but I wanted to mow
them down myself,” Hal said.

Dad was quiet while they waited for
the light to turn green. “Remember Mr.
Wilson’s apple tree and the branch on
the ground?”

“Yes, sir,” Hal answered.
“Do you think the apples on that

broken branch will grow anymore?”
“Dad!” Hal laughed. “The branch isn’t

on the tree now, so those apples can’t
grow any bigger. They’re drying up.”

“You’re right, Hal. It reminds me of
something Jesus said. In John’s
Gospel. He said, ‘I am the vine, ye are
the branches: He that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same bringeth forth
much fruit: for without me ye can do
nothing’” (15:5). 

“Oh. So that apple tree is like the
Vine, and that branch can’t grow more
fruit because it isn’t on the tree any-
more,” Hal said.

“Right,” Dad answered as they
reached their driveway. “So a branch
can’t depend on itself to grow apples.
It has to depend on the tree.”

“How did the mowing go?” Mom
asked as her distracted son walked in
through the back door. He had walked
past her when she spoke again. “Hal,
how did the mowing go?”

“Oh, sorry, Mom. I was thinking
about what Dad and I were talking
about. The mowing was OK. What’s
that good smell?”

“I am baking blueberry cobbler,” Mom
said with a smile. “Annie and I picked
blueberries while you were gone.”

“Blueberries—more fruit!” Hal
laughed, and Mom looked puzzled.
“Dad will explain,” he said, rushing
down the hall to wash before dinner.

While they ate, they talked about the
verses in John 15. “The mower could-
n’t cut those weeds today, but with a
little help, the job got done,” Dad said.
“Hal just needed to ask. It reminded
me that when we depend on Jesus in-
stead of ourselves, His life in us pro-
vides all we need, so good fruit grows.
Jesus always helps us; we just need to

Noah’s Ark
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the fish out of the cormorant’s beak. 
After fishing, the cormorants go

ashore and are frequently seen
stretching their wings out in the sun.
This wind-drying action is necessary
to help keep their wings waterproofed.
God gave all cormorants preen gland
secretions that are used for the same
purpose, but they spend a lot of time
in the sun drying their feathers. 

Cormorants nest in trees, rocky
islets, or cliffs. The female does most
of the nest building, with material
composed of sticks, seaweed, and
other debris brought by the male.

Cormorant eggs are a chalky-blue
color. Both parents feed the young by
regurgitation. They usually have one
brood a year, and the majority of the
species have dark feathers. At birth
their deep, ungainly bills show a great
resemblance to pelicans, which are of
the same family. Their first flight takes
place at around fifty days. They usual-
ly first breed at four to five years of
age. 

It is thought that the cormorant has
been around since prehistoric times.
The earliest modern bird shares many
characteristics with the cormorant.
Some facts indicate that they came
from somewhere around the Indian
Ocean, with the closest relatives being
the darters, boobies, and gannets. 

The great cormorant, widespread in
the Old World, was once an uncom-
mon and local breeder in a limited area
of eastern Canada. However, in recent
decades, its North American popula-
tion has gone through a great increase
and expansion, with the nesting range
now extending south into New Eng-
land. 

The cormorant has also been fea-
tured in many works of literature. In
John Milton’s “Paradise Lost,” Satan
disguised himself as a cormorant
perched in the Tree of Life as he spied
on Adam and Eve. The cormorant was
a traditional symbol of grace in Mil-
ton’s time. In Jane Eyre by Charlotte
Bronte, the heroine painted a picture
of a cormorant to represent a cruel
woman she disliked. 

God designed all members of the
animal kingdom for a special purpose.
The cormorants are very sociable
birds. We can learn a lot from their
lives. Matthew 6:26 says, “Behold the
fowls of the air: for they sow not, nei-
ther do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father
feedeth them. Are ye not much better
than they?” �

You and Your Bible
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

God Cares for His People

Jesus had gone back to heaven, and the Day of Pentecost arrived. Read Acts
5:14-16; then fill in the blanks to complete the statements below.

1. Multitudes of believers were added to the Lord, both __________ and women
(vs. 14).

2. The people brought many who were sick and laid them on ____________
and couches (vs. 15).

3. The people hoped that the _________________ of Peter would overshadow
some of them (vs. 15).

4. Many people came out of the _________________ around Jerusalem, bring-
ing those who were sick (vs. 16).

5. The Bible tells us that every one of them was _________________ (vs. 16).

The Angel Rescues the Apostles

Read Acts 5:17-21, and fill in the blanks with the unscrambled words.

1. The high STERIP _________________ and others that were with him had
much indignation (anger) (vs. 17).

2. They put the apostles in SRIPNO _________________ (vs. 18).

3. The GALEN _______________ of the Lord opened the prison doors during
the night and led the apostles out (vs. 19).

4. The angel of the Lord said that they should “go, stand and speak in the tem-
ple to the LEPPOE _________________ all the words of this life” (vs. 20).

5. The apostles “entered into the MEETLP __________________ early in the
morning, and taught” (vs. 21).

The Apostles Obey God

Read Acts 5:21-29 and put the sentences in the correct order.

1. ____ The prison was safely shut and the keepers were standing outside the
doors. When they opened the doors, they found that there was no one
there.

2. ____ The high priest sent some people to the prison to get the apostles.

3. ____ When someone told the high priest that the prisoners were gone, the
apostles were already in the temple teaching the people.

4. ____ Peter and the other apostles said, “We ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29).

5. ____ The high priest commanded the apostles not to teach in the name of
Jesus.

Answers:

�God Cares for His People:1. men; 2. beds; 3. shadow; 4. cities; 5. healed.
The Angel Rescues the Apostles:1. priest; 2. prison; 3. angel; 4. people;
5. temple. The Apostles Obey God:1. 2; 2. 1; 3. 3; 4. 5; 5. 4.



SUMMER QUARTER 2017 (171) 43

Wit and Wisdom

“Maybe the reason talk is so cheap
is that the supply exceeds the de-
mand.”

* * *

“Why worry because your hair falls
out? Suppose it ached and you had to
have it pulled, like teeth?”

* * *

“Learn a lesson from the whale. The
only time he gets harpooned is when
he comes up to spout.”

* * *

O. A. Battista: “Before people start
boasting about their family tree, they
usually do a good pruning job.”

* * *

Ted Turner: “If I only had a little hu-
mility, I would be perfect.”

* * *

Jean Kerr: “I make mistakes; I’ll be
the second to admit it.”

* * *

“When somebody tells you nothing
is impossible, ask him to dribble a
football.”

* * *

“There’s one thing to be said for a
college education. It enables you to
worry about things all over the world.”

* * *

Robert Orben: “Here it is the mid-
dle of January and we’re still cleaning
up from Christmas. Last week we
cleaned out our checking account;
this week we cleaned out our savings
account.”

* * *

“Only a fool argues with a skunk, a
mule, or a cook.” �

—compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

HOPE

George Matheson (1842-1906):
“There are times when things look . . .
so dark that I have to wait even for
hope. It is bad enough to wait in hope.
A long-deferred fulfillment carries its
own pain, but to wait for hope, to see
no glimmer . . . and yet refuse to de-
spair . . . There is no patience so hard
as that which endures, ‘as seeing him
who is invisible.’”

* * *

Charles L. Allen (1913-2005):
“When you say a situation or a person
is hopeless, you are slamming the
door in the face of God.”

* * *

Martin Luther (1483-1546): “Every
thing that is done in the world is done
by hope.”

* * *

W. T. Purkiser (1910-1992): “The
future belongs to those who belong to
God. This is hope.”

* * *

G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936):
“Hope is the power of being cheerful
in circumstances which we know to be
desperate.”

* * *

“Life with Christ is an endless hope,
without Him a hopeless end.”

* * *

William R. Newell (1868-1956):
“Hope looks forward with exultation
for ever and ever!”

* * *

Samuel Rutherford (1600-1661): “It
is no time for me now to set up idols of
my own; it were a pity to give an ounce-
weight of hope to any besides Christ.”

* * *

Amy Carmichael (1867-1951):
“Great God of Hope, how green Thy
trees, / How calm each several
star. / Renew us; make us fresh as
these, /Calm as those are. /For what
can dim his hope who sees,/Though
faintly and afar, /The power that kindles
green in trees/And light in star?” �

—compiled by Donna Poole.

“You look for Jonah, and I’ll look for the
whale.”

“My foot’s asleep—and how I envy it!”

“We may be in worse shape than we thought.”
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MY father wore many “hats,”
meaning he had several distinct

roles as my father. He wore a discipli-
narian hat when he came home from
work, and I had to answer for all I had
done wrong that day. He wore a coach
hat when we played baseball in the
field next to our house or when we
played basketball in the driveway. He
wore a mechanic hat when he spent
hours lying on the ground under his
car, while I scampered to fetch what-
ever tool he needed. 

Unfortunately, he also had an alco-
holic hat when he drank late in the
evening and his temper became un-
predictable and terrible. I so wished
that this hat would go away and never
come back. 

Then when I was ten years old, my
father trusted in Christ as his Saviour.
His faith did not become just another
hat, though. I saw that his becoming a
Christian changed all the other hats,
and it even destroyed the one I hated
most. 

When my father became a Christian,
the disciplinarian became calmer; the
coach became more patient; the me-
chanic did not curse at a setback
when repairing our cars. His faith in
Christ pervaded his entire life. Becom-
ing a Christian did not make him per-
fect, but through the years I could see
Christ perfecting His nature in him. 

As we Christian fathers walk the
road of sanctification, we must inten-
tionally show our faith to our children.
It is easy to compartmentalize your re-
lationship with God as something your
children see only on Sunday, but do-
ing so undercuts the effectiveness of
our leadership. I believed in the reality
of my father’s faith because it had the
mark of authenticity. While it is true
that the Holy Spirit opened my eyes to
the truths of the gospel, God the Fa-
ther used my father’s example to bring
me to Him. 

Just as I watched my father, I know
my children watch me. For them, my
life is a litmus test for the truthfulness

of my claimed faith in Jesus Christ,
and the same is true for every Chris-
tian father reading this.

Imagine then the disservice com-
mitted by the Christian father who fails
to let his faith pervade his life. Eli was
one such man. He served for many
years as a prophet of God; yet his sons
were wicked, and Eli did little to curb
their behavior (I Sam. 2:27-36). 

One thing fathers struggle with is
their children. God seems to have de-
signed most mothers with certain in-
stincts—nurturing personalities as
well as an extra portion of patience
and ease with their children. However,
fathers will often feel frustrated when
their children do not behave the way
expected of them, and men are more
apt to raise their voices to their chil-
dren. 

My challenge today is to call men into
right relationship with their sons and
daughters. The Bible presents the per-
fect example of the father/son relation-
ship in its portrayal of the Father and
the Son. The difficulty is that our chil-
dren will not act like Jesus all the time,
and likewise none of us can come close
to the perfection of God the Father!
While we are quick to quote Scriptures
such as “He that spareth his rod hateth
his son: but he that loveth him chas-
teneth him betimes” (Prov. 13:24) when
discipline is necessary, our role as fa-
thers is not only as disciplinarians. 

My father eventually told me some-
thing that I have never forgotten.
“Son,” he said, “I really do think that
God expects us fathers to have a rela-
tionship with our children that mirrors
His relationship with us.” 

He went on to explain that when it
comes to discipline, he believed that a
father should discipline his child as
God disciplines His children. He be-
lieved men were called to the same
level of love the Father has for His chil-
dren. We see this most poignantly in
the parable of the prodigal son (Luke
15:11-32). He thought that a father’s
entire demeanor toward his children

needs to mimic God’s demeanor to-
ward us. That, he believed, is the fa-
ther’s standard.

What more does the Bible say to fa-
thers? A lot more than can be written
here. It says things such as, “And, ye
fathers, provoke not your children to
wrath: but bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
In a similar vein, God told Israelite fa-
thers that His words would be in their
hearts and that they should teach
them to their children with great care
all day and every day without fail
(Deut. 6:6-7). 

It is no surprise that God commands
fathers to mind their temper and to
teach their children about Him—these
are areas in which many men fail their
children. The pressures of work and
marriage often frustrate men, who
then regrettably vent their frustrations
on their children all too frequently. 

Similarly, it seems to be the trend
that a number of Christian fathers are
more willing to leave biblical instruc-
tion to the mother’s sphere of influ-
ence or to a Sunday school teacher or
youth leader at a local church. 

While youth leaders and teachers are
indispensable, they do not release a fa-
ther from his responsibilities. God des-
ignated the father to give biblical in-
struction, and if you are leaving biblical
teaching to your wife alone, you are ig-
noring and failing your wife and children. 

The Bible is not just prescriptive. It
also teaches through examples. Look at
some of the famous fathers in the Bible.
Abraham loved Isaac and taught him
two extremely valuable lessons: God
will provide, and obeying God is more
important than anything (Gen. 22:1-18).
Job loved his children, led by example,
and served as the spiritual mediator for
his family (Job 1:1-5). 

Fathers, the best role you can fulfill
is that of the Christian leader of your
family. Your influence can bring your
children to the knowledge of Christ as
Saviour and promote a lifelong walk
with the Lord. �

Dad’s Den

A Dad’s Most Important Role
BY RICHARD W. PORTER
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RENÉE: “When life begins to over-
whelm me, I recite Philippians 4:13, ‘I
can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me.’”

OLIVIA: “With so much to do every
day, Isaiah 41:13 reminds me that I am
not alone: ‘For I the Lord thy God will
hold thy right hand, saying unto thee,
Fear not; I will help thee.’”

How can your church family help?
GRACE: “I would enjoy being part of

a local group where stay-at-home
moms could meet for fellowship.”

RENÉE: “Having an evening or week-
end Bible Study for single parents
would be an excellent way for parents
like me to feel connected and less iso-
lated from traditional church families.”

OLIVIA: “I would like if there were fel-
lowship groups for moms held in the
evenings so working moms could at-
tend. Also, when one of the children is
sick, an offer of help with household
chores or grocery shopping would
mean a great deal.”

What is your greatest comfort?
GRACE: “Knowing that I am doing

what God wants me to do at this mo-
ment in my life and that He will provide
for our needs.”

RENÉE: “Knowing the Lord is with me
through all of my struggles, good days
or bad. He is the One I can turn to.”

OLIVIA: “My greatest comfort is know-
ing that even though I am not watching
over my children all day, God is.”

Begin a Ministry to Young Moms

Get Acquainted: “And they, contin-
uing daily with one accord . . . and
breaking bread from house to house”
(Acts 2:46). Shared fellowship is a
great way to get to know someone. In-
vite a young mom to your home; invest
time getting to know her.
Listen: “He that answereth a matter

before he heareth it, it is folly and
shame unto him” (Prov. 18:13). Really
listen to what the young mom is say-
ing. Don’t interrupt and don’t judge.
Pray: “I exhort therefore, that, first of

all, supplications, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving of thanks, be made
for all men” (I Tim. 2:1). Ask moms if
they have prayer concerns (but don’t
pry or push for details).
Faith in action: “My little children, let

us not love in word, neither in tongue;
but in deed and in truth” (I John 3:18).

single parent, it’s tough making sure
rules are enforced while letting my
children know I love them and have
their best interests at heart.” 

OLIVIA: “After working all day my
greatest need is time—for housework,
to run the children to practices, to pay
bills, make dinner, etc. And I would en-
joy having time to just relax with my
husband and children. I’m always con-
cerned that I won’t spend the right
amount of time on one of the above
and there will be consequences down
the road for that.”

What are your greatest joys?
GRACE: “Being able to spend more

time with my children, getting them on
and off the schoolbus, attending
school concerts, taking them to the
doctor, etc. without worrying about
how many sick days I have left.”

RENÉE: “My greatest joys all involve
my children: seeing my children show
compassion—whether it’s my oldest
volunteering her time to help someone
or my youngest learning to share; sim-
ple things like listening to my three-
year-old say grace five times because
she forgot to pray for one more per-
son; or seeing their faces light up be-
cause we chose the playground over
dishes and laundry.”

OLIVIA: “My greatest success is
keeping my family my top priority
while holding down a job. My greatest
joy comes from my children: watching
my toddler entertain the family dog;
watching my son make friends wher-
ever he goes; watching my daughter
excel at school, and always carrying a
book in her hands, dreaming of all the
things she can be when she grows
up.”

Do you have a favorite Scripture?
GRACE: “When I start to worry about

the future I reflect on Matthew 6:34,
‘Take therefore no thought for the mor-
row: for the morrow shall take thought
for the things of itself. Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof.’”

DESIRING to learn how our church
could better serve and minister to

the needs of young moms, I recently
interviewed three mothers in different
life situations. I have not used their real
names here.

I interviewed Grace, a married, stay-
at-home mother. She left the work-
force after the birth of her fourth child.

Renée, a single, working mom with
two young daughters, was the second
member of the panel.

And Olivia, a married, working mom
with three children ages ten and under,
was the third interviewee.

What are your unique challenges?
GRACE: “Staying connected to other

adults; finding time to maintain friend-
ships. Also, finding ways to develop
new friendships outside of the work-
place.” 

RENÉE: “Being a single mom is a bal-
ance of working enough hours to pro-
vide for my family with a little extra for
special occasions and still have time to
spend with my children. Never getting
a break is also a challenge—being re-
sponsible for all the childcare, house-
hold chores, grocery shopping, etc.”

OLIVIA: “My unique challenge is find-
ing quality daycare that will keep my
children safe and respect our values.
Other challenges are enduring criti-
cism from mothers who don’t work
outside the home and finding a bal-
ance between work and home.”

What are your greatest concerns? 
GRACE: “My greatest concern is

whether we can financially manage on
one income. Also I am concerned that
my youngest children will have a hard-
er time with change because they are
home with me every day, whereas our
older children were accustomed to me
being away all day and therefore have
grown more independent.”

RENÉE: “My greatest concern is if
something happened to me right now,
would my children be taken care of?
Another concern is discipline. As a

One Mother to Another

Ministering to Young Moms
BY JUDYANN GRANT

(Continued on page 47)
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BILL MCCARTNEY retired as the
head coach of the University of

Colorado football team at the end of
the 1994 season. According to pastor
Melvin Newland, McCartney’s “reason
for retirement was not because he was
unsuccessful as a coach. His teams
had won the national championship.
They had been in the top 10 many
times.

“McCartney said that he was retiring
because he wanted to reevaluate his
priorities. He said, ‘I’m leaving coach-
ing, [and] I’m going to take a whole
year to re-evaluate my priorities. Is
God first? Is my family second? Is my
work third?’

“And when that year was over, Bill
McCartney had dedicated his life [and]
talents to Christ, [and] threw his efforts
into [strengthening] the great men’s re-
newal gatherings that we know today
as ‘Promise Keepers’” (www.
sermoncentral.com).

As I write this Family Life feature ar-
ticle, I am in the process of preparing
for retirement from the world’s labor
force. To say the least, it is an interest-
ing time of personal reevaluation and
transition. It is truly a “learn-as-you-
go” process. When it came to my pas-
toral ministry, I was able to take class-
es to prepare me for my spiritual
calling. There was no such preparato-
ry advantage when it came to retire-
ment. 

One of the significant practical les-
sons I am learning is that retirement
not only affects me as an individual
follower of Jesus Christ; it also af-
fects my entire family—spouse, chil-
dren, and grandchildren. That is the
main reason why the il lustration
about Bill McCartney intrigued me.
He wisely took the time to reflect
upon how retirement would affect his
family. 

The goal I have in mind for this arti-
cle is to consider how retirement af-

fects a person’s entire family. I will be
concentrating on how various family
members are impacted by the retire-
ment decision-making process. My
prayer is that the reader will be chal-
lenged and encouraged to view retire-
ment not as a time for selfish pursuits
but as a Spirit-ordained opportunity
to minister humbly and selflessly to
loved ones.

RETIREMENT AND GOD’S WORD
First, I believe it is necessary to

learn whether God’s Word reveals
anything about retirement. It is my
understanding that the book of Num-
bers contains the only scriptural ref-
erence to retirement. “And the Lord
spake unto Moses, saying, This is it
that belongeth unto the Levites: from
twenty and five years old and upward
they shall go in to wait upon the serv-
ice of the tabernacle of the congre-
gation: and from the age of fifty years
they shall cease waiting upon the
service thereof, and shall serve no
more: but shall minister with their
brethren in the tabernacle of the con-
gregation, to keep the charge, and
shall do no service. Thus shalt thou
do unto the Levites touching their
charge” (8:23-26). 

The Lord revealed to His servant
Moses that the priests were to begin
their tabernacle ministry at the age of
twenty-five and continue until they
reached the age of fifty. At that time,
they were to cease from their labors
and retire into a mentoring role by as-
sisting the younger priests with their
duties.

In his commentary on Numbers,
Adam Clarke stated, “They shall no
longer be obliged to perform any la-
borious service, but act as general di-
rectors and counsellors” (Clarke’s
Commentary, Abingdon). “This helped
the younger men assume more re-
sponsibilities and it allowed the older

men to be in a position to advise and
counsel them” (Life Application Bible,
Tyndale).

The teaching on retirement seen in
Numbers forms an apt transition to the
remainder of my thoughts. For the be-
liever in Jesus Christ, God’s Word re-
veals that retirement is not an egocen-
tric “it’s all about me” period of one’s
life. Nor is it a time to become isolated
from others and adopt a worldly atti-
tude of eat, drink, and be merry. The
retiree’s family—spouse, children, and
grandchildren—must be an integral
part of this season of life. 

RETIREMENT AND THE
RETIREE’S SPOUSE

From the beginning, God ordained
that marriage would be an intimate,
lifelong, dynamic relationship be-
tween one man and one woman. The
Lord chose the marriage relationship
to be the earthly visual depiction of
the spiritual relationship that Jesus
Christ has with His beloved, the
church (cf. Eph. 5:22-33). The inti-
mate marriage relationship must be
nurtured during the retirement sea-
son of life. 

The reality is that retirement brings
change to a marriage, and change al-
ways produces stress. One major key
to ensuring that the marriage thrives
during the retirement years is to pur-
sue a lifestyle that enhances the per-
sonal dignity of both husband and
wife. Simply stated, the retiree must
take steps to preserve marital com-
patibility. By compatibility, I mean a re-
lationship based upon mutual respect
that leads to joy. 

The following actions can be imple-
mented to maintain marital compati-
bility during retirement. First, the re-
tiree and his spouse should strive to
be patient with each other (cf. Gal.
5:22; I Thess. 5:14). The spiritual dis-
cipline of patience demonstrates a

Family Life

Facing Retirement in a
Family Life Context

BY THOMAS R. CHMURA
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ly aware of the huge impact social me-
dia has on my relationship with our
grandchildren. Personal face-to-face
conversations at family gatherings
and personal voice-to-voice tele-
phone conversations have been re-
placed with texting, Facebook posts,
Instagram pictures and comments,
and tweets (oh my)! Social media has
decreased the significance of where I
will spend our retirement years. 

RETIREMENT AND THE FINAL
WORD

My final word concerning retirement
in a family context is my desire to be a
loving, godly husband to my spouse,
a loving, godly father to my children,
and a loving, godly mentor to my
grandchildren. No matter where my re-
tirement home is located or how I
communicate with my family mem-
bers, I want to demonstrate a humble,
selfless dependence on the Lord and
the guidance of His Holy Spirit (cf.
Rom. 12:1-2).

Looking forward to retirement is a
wonderful and challenging season of
life. In my case, it probably will involve
a drastic increase in geographic dis-
tance from family members. No mat-
ter what that distance is, however, I
will do my best to depend on the Lord
for the courage and spiritual resolve to
always strive to keep family unity as
my most prized possession. �

love for both of our children. I cherish
their differences and the opportunities
to demonstrate my love in creative
ways to enhance those differences.
So how does a retiree love both his
children when they react to his retire-
ment so differently? I mentioned pre-
viously that there is no preparatory
curriculum for retirement. The reality
is that I am learning as I go. Allow me
to share some of the lessons I have
learned. 

First and foremost, I am reminded
that my retirement is not to be viewed
in a vacuum. I am overcome with the
awareness that my decisions dramat-
ically affect my children in very differ-
ent ways. This awareness challenges
me to become more reflective and less
hasty in my decision making, and it
confronts my tendency to focus on my
own wants and desires.

Second, I am learning more about
the nuances of unconditional love.
Honestly, it is easy to love someone
who is solidly behind my decisions.
But that type of love is usually not
challenged to grow and mature. De-
termining to keep loving someone
whose words and demeanor convey
his disappointment with my retire-
ment plans helps me to cultivate my
dependence upon the Holy Spirit. He
teaches me to love without condi-
tions.

RETIREMENT AND THE
RETIREE’S GRANDCHILDREN

Our seven grandchildren (six grand-
sons and one granddaughter) are
amazing personal gifts from the Lord.
The youngest is five years old; the 
oldest (our only granddaughter) is
twenty-seven. I am learning that my
retirement decisions probably affect
our grandchildren less directly or
strongly than those mentioned above.
This realization, though, still inspires
me to seriously consider in what ways
my retirement may yet impact their
lives. 

First, I am very aware of how the re-
ality of complicated family schedules
impacts the lives of our grandchildren.
The mixture of graduate school and
employment for our oldest grandchil-
dren, combined with the education
and sports schedules for our youngest
grandchildren, makes me realize that
no matter where we live, spending
quality time with our grandchildren is
supremely challenging.

Second, I am becoming increasing-

selfless dependence upon God’s sov-
ereign timing and love. 

Second, the retiree and his spouse
should stay connected to the outside
world. This can be done in large part
by volunteering with faith-based, non-
profit organizations and staying ac-
tively involved in their local church (cf.
Heb. 10:24-25). Isolating oneself day
after day in the retirement “nest” is
simply not healthy.

Third, the retiree and his spouse
should commit to being physically ac-
tive. Whether by exercising alone or
spending time together walking
(which, by the way, is a great time for
communication and planning), keep-
ing physically fit will enhance the mar-
riage relationship during the retire-
ment years.

Finally, the retiree and his spouse
should foster an attitude of spontane-
ity. The retirement years heighten the
likelihood of marital boredom. People
get stuck in the proverbial rut of life. An
occasional burst of spontaneity not
only keeps things lively and interesting
in the relationship but also provides
the couple with opportunities to de-
pend on the guidance of the Holy Spir-
it.

RETIREMENT AND THE
RETIREE’S CHILDREN

I am intrigued by how differently my
two children view and react to my im-
pending retirement. To set some con-
text for this difference, I must mention
that my retirement involves a major
move from our home in Ohio to our
home in Florida. Both my wife and I
are united in our excitement about
the move, and we are praying that the
Lord would allow it to happen. Our
two children are not so united over
this.

Our daughter, Meredyth, is com-
pletely supportive of our desire to
move south. She is our spontaneous,
playful, carefree child. In fact, if it were
possible, she would not only go before
us to prepare the home for our arrival
but would also try her hardest to pur-
chase a home next door to become
our retirement neighbor. 

Our son, Ryan, on the other hand, is
hesitant, at best, to see us move
south. He is our deliberate, settled,
cautious child. In fact, if he could get
away with it, our son would remove the
For Sale sign in front of our Ohio home
and fire our real estate agent. 

The fact is that my heart bursts with

There are many tangible ways to serve
young moms: helping with child care
or household chores; dropping off
homemade goodies or a bag of gro-
ceries; organizing a Bible study or fel-
lowship group specifically geared to
young moms.
Set a godly example: “The aged

women likewise, that they be in behav-
iour as becometh holiness, . . . teachers
of good things; that they may teach the
young women . . . to love their children”
(Titus 2:3, 4). Young moms are a vital
part of our churches. Seasoned moth-
ers have a God-ordained call to walk
alongside young moms—listening, en-
couraging, and helping them in their
Christian walk. �

Ministering to Young Moms

(Continued from page 45)
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LOOKING back over my life, many
special memories and precious

people come to mind as I think about the
formation of my spiritual self-portrait. My
hope in sharing a part of my journey is
that an understanding will be gained—
or a lost hope restored—that our God is
ever faithful. Nothing is impossible for
God (Matt. 19:26), and nobody is be-
yond His saving reach (cf. Isa. 59:1).

As young girls, my sister Teri and I of-
ten walked to the little country church
we attended for Sunday school, as it
was very close to our home. Our teach-
ers were loving and kind, and they
made learning exciting, especially the
Bible songs that had hand and feet mo-
tions. I recall the fun we all had march-
ing around the church basement as
“soldiers in the Lord’s army”! “Deep
and Wide” was another favorite, as was
“The Wise Man and the Foolish Man.”

Another very special childhood mem-
ory is the time I rode my bicycle to our
church when I knew nobody would be
there. I was probably around nine years
old. I do not recall any particular circum-
stances or events that prompted my
solo trip other than a deep sense of guilt
and a very real need to talk to God.

I parked my bike and stood behind
that little church, and best as I can re-
member and knew how, I gave my heart
to the Lord. I do not know whether I ful-
ly understood the gospel at that point,
but I do know that at the conclusion of
my prayer, something “big,” with a

sense of permanency, had taken place
(cf. Rom. 10:13; II Cor. 1:22).

I know God also was at work in my
young heart as I lined up my stuffed an-
imals and dolls to “teach” them Sunday
school lessons and songs. The Lord
put that teaching desire and gift in my
heart and would later use it in the lives
of real students of various ages and
settings (cf. Ps. 37:4-5; Rom. 11:29).

Although my wonderful parents
loved and affirmed me, I struggled
with shyness and insecurities, as
many children do. I often felt different
from others, although I had no real ba-
sis for such feelings. Unfortunately, I
believe these negative emotions made
me more susceptible to peer pressure.
I longed to fit in, and the world’s path
made that easier.

Upon entering my teen years, my
childhood faith got pushed to the side,
and I began to experiment with ciga-
rettes, alcohol, and other sinful activi-
ties. Sadly, my initial experimenting
turned into hard-to-break habits and
eventually several years of a lifestyle in
which Christ was no longer welcome.

I was deceived about many things
during that period of time. I did not
know who I truly was and what in-
credible value God placed on my life.
The Bible says in Proverbs 23:7, “For
as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” I
had chosen to believe the enemy’s lies
about me rather than learning and be-
lieving the truth of who God said I was
and therefore acting accordingly.

When I met and married my husband
when I was twenty-five years of age,
we began to attend my childhood
church weekly. Marriage, work, and
raising our family kept life very busy;
however, my spiritual life began to
grow by leaps and bounds. Along with
my church involvement, I listened to
Christian radio, as well as cassettes
and later CDs on sermon topics of par-
ticular interest to me. I also looked for-
ward to learning what God would show
me in His Word each new day and
memorized Scripture as I felt led to do.

The Lord also blessed me with many
godly mentors, two of which had a
huge impact on my life. The first was
my husband’s aunt. Just to be sure I
was truly saved, I prayed the sinner’s
prayer with her, as assurance of salva-

tion was a real struggle for me. I came
to realize eventually that this too was
simply the result of more lies that Satan
was telling me (cf. John 8:44; Rev.
12:10). Although I had been baptized as
an infant, at her suggestion I was bap-
tized again, wanting to declare my faith
in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour.

The second mentor made weekly
hair appointments with me at the hair
salon where I worked, even though I
was a young and inexperienced hair-
dresser. She later told me it was the
Lord who sent her to the salon to talk
to and pray with me, both of which she
joyfully did. She was so loving, kind,
and wise. I could not wait to see her
each week and have our “sessions”
back by the hairdryers! I was always
armed with a new set of questions. 

Eventually, I began teaching chil-
dren’s Sunday school and took a chil-
dren’s ministry course to aid in my
teaching skills and effectiveness. I
have progressively branched out into
other areas of ministry within the
church throughout the years. Present-
ly, I enjoy being a women’s Bible
teacher/facilitator/leader as well as
doing some Christian writing. 

I also have the joy of working in a
hair salon that my wonderful husband
built for me years ago in our home. I
have given gospel tracts and Christian
books to several of my clients, but the
conversations and occasional prayer
together have been most meaningful.

Amazing to me still is how God took
this shy, insecure, rebellious teenager
and young woman and transformed her
into a woman of God! I can say that to-
day—knowing it is true—for it is a re-
markable truth not based on my per-
formance, feelings, or even the opinion
of others. I stand on God’s Word today,
and He says that because of what Jesus
did for me on the cross, I am complete-
ly accepted (Eph. 1:6), eternally forgiven
(vs. 7), and stand perfectly righteous be-
fore Him (Isa. 61:10; II Cor. 5:21)! 

I do not yet have the finishing touch-
es to apply to my spiritual portrait, as the
Lord still has much work to do in me. I
sometimes can be stubborn and com-
promising, and I can even find myself
slipping back into old and faulty think-
ing patterns. Thankfully, my Shepherd
guides me back onto the right path be-
fore wandering too far these days.

In closing, may I encourage you to
never give up on a prodigal, even if that
prodigal is you! There is nothing you
have done that God cannot forgive and
nobody too lost to be found! �

My Spiritual Self-Portrait
BY CHRISTINE M. MORRISON

Christine Morrison
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In a more recent book, The Birds
and the Bees (Moody, 1971), John D.
Jess tells of an unbelieving student
who made the statement that “there is
no evidence of God anywhere.” Jess’s
response was, “The heavens declare
the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handiwork” (Ps. 19:1).
Further, he suggested that we need
consider only the birds and the bees,
whose amazing construction could
only have been accomplished by a
God of great wisdom and power. Evi-
dences of God’s handiwork are every-
where—from the little chick emerging
from an egg to the intricate functions
of the human eye.

The psalmists in their writings
showed great respect and reverence
for the Lord their God. The final psalm
reads, “Praise him for his mighty acts:
praise him according to his excellent
greatness” (150:2).
Admonition for Today. From the

Jewish person of the past who re-
frained from even speaking the name
of Yahweh to the present unbeliever
who uses God’s holy name in slang
and cursing, man has greatly declined
in faith and trust in God. Yet to the be-
liever, He is our “all in all.” He is our
hope and trust for the future. He is our
comfort and shield. He is our right-
eousness since we have none to offer
Him. He is our holiness for the LORD
reminds us, “Be ye holy; for I am holy”
(I Pet. 1:16).

Every true believer honors the right-
eousness and holiness of God, since
he has experienced these attributes as
given by his Lord (Eph. 4:24). We long
to know Him better, as the Apostle
Paul wrote: “That I may know him, and
the power of his resurrection, and the
fellowship of his sufferings, being
made conformable unto his death”
(Phil. 3:10).

We believe in an all-powerful, all-
knowing, all-present God who never
fails to care for us, to meet our needs,
to forgive us when we confess our
sins, and to comfort us when we are
afflicted. We believe that He is eternal
in heaven and will receive us when we
pass from this life into eternal bliss. We
believe that our lives are in His hands
as we wait for His promised return at
any time. �

burning bush, Moses learned that he
was speaking with the true, un-
changeable, and spiritually concerned
God of the universe. 

The LORD is also perfect love, thus
perfect righteousness, and a God of
truth. In Jeremiah 31:3, we read, “The
LORD hath appeared of old unto me,
saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an
everlasting love: therefore with lov-
ingkindness have I drawn thee.”

As Yahweh expresses love for His
people, He expects, and further com-
mands, His people to love Him: “And
thou shalt love the LORD thy God with
all thine heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy might” (Deut. 6:5). In-
deed, Jesus recited this command-
ment to love God in answer to a
lawyer’s question (“Master, which is
the great commandment in the law?”)
as “the first and great commandment”
(Matt. 22:36-38).

Being a loving God and just and
holy, Yahweh must also hate evil and
judge iniquity, as in His judgment of
disobedient Achan in the wilderness
(Josh. 7:19-26), and in His words be-
fore the Flood, “My spirit shall not al-
ways strive with man, for that he also
is flesh” (Gen. 6:3).

The LORD also made it clear
through Ezekiel, “The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die” (18:4, 20). In their
writings in Romans and Acts, Paul and
Luke particularly remarked on the
great sinfulness of man and his need
for repentance and faith in God. God
is worthy of all our praise, worship,
and obedience. Though we do not see
Him, He lives in the hearts of all who
will invite Him to come in.
Our Unchanging LORD. It is won-

derful that our LORD never changes
(Mal. 3:6)! Those truths from centuries
past are still true today, regardless of
distorted facts and opinions of the
day—“Jesus Christ the same yester-
day, and to day, and for ever” (Heb.
13:8). A retired missionary recently
told me of an old book from an es-
teemed European preacher of the
1800s that was given him and how
much he had gleaned from its yel-
lowed pages. God has not changed!
God’s Word has not changed, but is
forever “settled in heaven” (Ps.
119:89).

NAMES often have purposeful
meanings. Studying the various

names of God in the Old Testament
gives us a better understanding of the
nature, power, attributes, and love of
God for His creation. His names have
meanings that help us to appreciate
His gracious concern for His people.
They identify His majesty, character,
and works. We will focus here on one
vital name of God.
Significance. In Creation, God iden-

tified Himself as Elohim, indicating His
creative and governing power. Follow-
ing Creation, His name is Yahweh (Je-
hovah), the Self-Existent One, the God
who is especially concerned about our
spiritual condition, as in Isaiah 45:21—
“There is no God else beside me; a just
God and a Saviour; there is none be-
side me.” The late Nathan J. Stone
wrote, “Whereas the term Elohim as-
sumes a love toward all creation and
creatures as the work of His hands, the
name Jehovah reveals this love as
conditioned upon moral and spiritual
attributes” (Names of God, Moody).
The Name LORD, or Yahweh. The

most frequently used name for God
in the Old Testament is Yahweh.
Vine’s Complete Expository Diction-
ary (Thomas Nelson) states that it ap-
pears 6,828 times and is designated
in all caps—LORD (some scholars of
the King James Version cite 6,681
occurrences). Yahweh is derived
from the Hebrew verb havah, “to be”
or “to exist.” His name was so sacred
to the ancient Jew that it would not
be spoken.

“God is always the same (Malachi
3:6), unchanged and unchangeable in
His covenant relationship and ever
faithful in the fulfillment of His promis-
es. . . . He is the self-existent One re-
vealing Himself to men” (Lockyer, All
the Doctrines of the Bible, Harper
Collins).

When the LORD presented Himself
to Moses at the burning bush (Exod.
3:2) and was asked by Moses to iden-
tify Himself, the LORD responded, “I
AM THAT I AM” (vs. 14) or “I will be that
I will be,” meaning “being or exis-
tence,” always “personal, continuous,
absolute existence.” For the Hebrew,
Yahweh is the name of the true God
only, “the living God” (Stone). At the

LORD: A Name Reserved for God
BY JACK MCLAIN, B.R.E.
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WHAT describes worry? According
to Merriam-Webster’s Diction-

ary, one definition of worry is “to feel or
experience concern or anxiety.” The
Bible teaches that worry is a distrust
or a lack of faith in God. Any and all un-
healthy fear grieves the Lord. 

In the face of danger, we have God’s
promise, “I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). Our help
comes from the Lord.

A familiar Bible story illustrates this
truth. One evening, the disciples were
on the water in a boat when a great
tempest arose. And Jesus was asleep.
Terrified, they cried, “Lord, save us: we
perish” (Matt. 8:25). After Jesus gently
rebuked their lack of faith, He calmed
the wind and the waves (vs. 26).

Our local weather often includes
powerful storms. These can cause
damage, injury, and stress. How do we
react when the sirens warn of an ap-
proaching tornado? Praying for God’s
direction and protection can provide
peace. “Thou, Lord, only makest me
dwell in safety” (Ps. 4:8). 

Does rising inflation or job insecuri-
ty cause you fear? A faithful God can
supply every need. “Take no thought,
saying, What shall we eat? or, What
shall we drink? Or, Wherewithal shall
we be clothed? . . . But seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his right-
eousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you” (Matt. 6:31, 33). 

Does the word “cancer” bring you
panic? The Lord is able to heal. Does
the increase of violence everywhere
instill unrest within you? “Cast thy bur-
den upon the Lord, and he shall sus-
tain thee: he shall never suffer the
righteous to be moved” (Ps. 55:22).

Does the thought of growing old dis-
turb you? “I the Lord thy God will hold
thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear
not; I will help thee” (Isa. 41:13). The
Good Shepherd will take care of His
sheep. 

For the believer, death has lost its
sting (I Cor. 15:55). “To be absent from
the body [is] to be present with the
Lord” (II Cor. 5:8). The precious blood
of our dear Saviour atones and cleans-
es us from all sin. Confession brings
God’s pardon. 

Worry is subtle. It sneaks into our
thoughts at unguarded moments to
rob us of peace. Yet most “what-ifs”
never occur. And no trial that God al-
lows will be more than we can bear
(I Cor. 10:13). The Almighty is our
strength. 

What makes us vulnerable to fear?
Is it “weak flesh”? Have we begun to
neglect our daily devotion time? Have
we allowed too much television or In-
ternet use to divert our minds from
God? The world’s false standards and
faulty values can dull the conscience
and dim spiritual vision. At such times,
God may seem far away. 

Constant anxiety can affect health.
Medical experts are discovering that
chronic worry has toxic effects on the
body. Persistent anxiety leads to
stress buildup, which disturbs mental
and physical well-being. The body re-
sponds by an increased production of
hormones such as cortisol and epi-
nephrine. These function to adversely
affect heart rate, blood pressure, and
metabolism. At a certain level, they
hinder a person’s ability to cope with
an emergency situation. Continued
stress leads to anxiety, depression, in-
digestion, heart palpitations, and
muscular aches and pains (Clayman,
The American Medical Association
Home Medical Encyclopedia, Vol.
Two, Random House). 

Is there a cure for worry? Yes—
“Have faith in God” (Mark 11:22).
These words imply total trust in the
Almighty. Obedient faith can remove a
mountain of doubt. 

Hebrews 11 contains an honor roll.
By faith, a conscientious Abel gave his
best sacrifice as a sin offering. By
faith, righteous Enoch, surrounded by
gross wickedness, walked with God.
By faith, obedient Noah heeded God’s
warning and built an ark to save his
household. These faithful saints won
the victory, and so can we by commit-
ting all unto the Lord. 

Those who overcome learn that no
problem is too complex for an all-wise
and all-powerful God. No emergency
is beyond his timely intervention. No
hour of failure can prevent divine for-
giveness. “Great is the Lord, and

greatly to be praised; and his great-
ness is unsearchable” (Ps. 145:3). 

When tempted to fret, seek the Lord
by “casting all your care upon him; for
he careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7). The
risen, living Saviour intercedes for His
own. “Let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our
faith” (Heb. 12:1-2). 

Losses and crosses spur spiritual
growth. Trials teach trust. Weakness
and faults reveal God’s marvelous
grace. Every test provides an opportu-
nity to see the Lord’s hand in action.
“We know that all things work togeth-
er for good to them that love God, to
them who are the called according to
his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). “If God be
for us, who can be against us?” (vs.
31). “Who shall separate us from the
love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword?” (vs.
35). “In all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that
loved us” (vs. 37). 

Worry is wasted effort. Why worry
when we can pray? Victory over wor-
ry is not based on self-confidence.
The flesh will fail. An all-loving Lord
wants to bear our burdens. 

In 1836, in England, George Müller
wished to prove to the world that God
is alive and to strengthen the faith of
God’s children. This ordinary man be-
gan a ministry to orphans—at the time,
with twenty-six girls. He had only two
shillings (fifty cents). Later the orphans
numbered in the thousands. 

Mr. Müller leaned solely on the Lord
to meet each need. Never did he ask
anyone for money. He lived for God’s
glory and the good of others. Daily
commitment, prayer, and praise
brought victory over worry (deRosset,
gen. ed., Answers To Prayer, Moody). 

To have victory over worry, learn to
wait on the Lord. Count your bless-
ings! Share His love! “Be careful for
nothing; but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto
God” (Phil. 4:6). �

Victory over Worry
BY MARY KRISTOFF
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One of the most popular and inspir-
ing verses in the Bible is Isaiah 40:31,
which says that all who “wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength; they
shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and
they shall walk, and not faint.” When-
ever the Israelites of Isaiah’s time saw
an eagle soaring in the sky above
them, they might have been reminded
that with God’s help, they could soar
through life, even during times of
hardship. The same is true for us to-
day. 

Eagles, both in the Bible and in na-
ture, can also inspire us in many oth-
er ways. As eagles fly high above the
earth, they can see far into the dis-
tance. Their field of vision is breath-
takingly wide, providing a view that
we can only have from a mountaintop
or airplane. Looking down at the
landscape below, they have sharper
eyesight than our own and are able
to make out details that would elude
us. 

Although our physical bodies may
not have the sharp-sightedness of an
eagle, in our spirit, flying high and see-
ing into the distance is within our
grasp. The Bible even commands the
pursuit of these things. Colossians
3:1-2 tells us to “seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set your af-
fection on things above, not on things
on the earth.” 

If eagles were unable to fly, they
would have a hard time finding food
and would be vulnerable to preda-
tors. Only when they soar through the
sky can they scan the ground below
for small animals, while staying out of
the grasp of hunting carnivores. If we
let our minds stay on the things of this
world, we are like eagles on the
ground. We will get entangled by
thorns. We will be unable to see past
trees and hills. And we will be in dan-
ger of the devil as he prowls about
hunting for a victim. 

When we focus on God, it is as if our
minds spread spiritual wings and take
flight. Thorns can no longer trip us up
and entangle us, trees and hills can no
longer block our vision, and the devil

no longer finds us easy prey. Keeping
our life and thoughts aimed toward
heaven helps us to avoid thinking only
about the here and now. Petty argu-
ments or selfish wants can seem big in
the moment, but in the light of eterni-
ty, they are not worth bothering with.
We should fly right over them and con-
tinue on our way. 

On a grander scale, the vision of
eagles will ensure that our efforts are
not put into things that will not last,
such as the endless pursuit of wealth.
Proverbs 23:5 warns that “riches cer-
tainly make themselves wings; they
fly away as an eagle toward heaven.”
Treasures stored up in heaven, how-
ever, will last forever (Matt. 6:20).
Serving God and others does not
bring a reward in the form of earthly
goods that can be stolen or broken,
but in treasures that will await us in
eternity. 

True, enduring wealth is also found
in the pages of Scripture. When eagles
see their prey, they swoop down to
catch it. After snatching it up, their
talons lock on tightly. Similarly, when
we study the Word of God, we should
lock on tightly to what it says and fol-
low its commands. 

The Bible enhances our spiritual vi-
sion because it “is given by inspira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the
man of God may be perfect, through-
ly furnished unto all good works”
(II Tim. 3:16-17). If after reading the
Bible we obey it, we will be blessed
(Jas. 1:25). 

Proverbs 30:18-19 mentions that
an eagle in flight is a striking sight,
grabbing the attention of whoever
sees it. The eagle’s majestic form
shoots through the sky like a feath-
ered fighter jet, its large shadow on
the earth below dwarfing the shad-
ows of most other birds. We will also
grab the attention of those around us
if we seek to imitate Christ and con-
sistently do the right thing even when
it is difficult. 

Were we to try to rely on our own
strength, living righteously would be
impossible, but God will help us. He

created eagles to be powerful birds,
soaring with mighty wings, and when
we are born again, He gives us spiritu-
al power and might in Him. We are
“created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before or-
dained that we should walk in them”
(Eph. 2:10). 

God’s aid allows us to fly onward
even when we are too exhausted to
continue on our own. Exodus 19:4 de-
scribes Him bearing His people on the
wings of eagles. Psalm 103:5 says that
God “satisfieth thy mouth with good
things; so that thy youth is renewed
like the eagle’s.” This reminds me of
the Lord’s words to Paul, “My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness” (II Cor.
12:9). 

Even if we falter, God will swoop in
to carry us. Deuteronomy 32:11-12
pictures God Himself as an eagle, de-
scribing how the Lord rescued Israel
from slavery in Egypt: “As an eagle
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her
young, spreadeth abroad her wings,
taketh them, beareth them on her
wings: so the Lord alone did lead him,
and there was no strange god with
him.” And God can do the same for
us. 

Job 39:27 says that eagles fly high
and build their nests at the Lord’s
command. Everything we do should
be done in submission to Him, with our
eyes ever on Him. As we grow in our
walk with God, seeing His help in our
lives and His glory in creation, we must
seek to continually improve at surren-
dering to His will and following the
teaching of the Bible. 

True freedom is found by living in
obedience to God. Eagles fly free with
no walls to hold them, and we have
even greater freedom in Christ (Gal.
5:1). The chains of sin have been bro-
ken, and we have received the pre-
cious gift of being God’s beloved chil-
dren. One day we wil l  arrive at
heaven’s gates on the spiritual wings
God has provided us with. Until then,
the eagles in the Bible and nature will
be our companions, reminding us that
God will always help us on our flight
through life. �

Soaring with Eagles 
BY JONATHAN GARNER
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IN my late twenties I hosted all sorts
of home parties for family and

friends, selling everything from plas-
ticware to make-up. My sister was
selling Christian books, and she
highly recommended the book What
Happens When Women Pray by Eve-
lyn Christenson (Evelyn Christenson
Ministry). I bought it on her recom-
mendation, and then I read it in one
sitting because the content was so
amazing. Evelyn had written about
how her prayer group, because of re-
pentance and trust, received incred-
ible answers to prayer. 

I wondered, Could that happen to
me? Would God be that intimately in-
volved with me?

The book highlighted James 5:16:
“Confess your faults one to another,
and pray one for another, that ye may
be healed. The effectual fervent
prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.”

At a conference where Evelyn Chris-
tenson was speaking, I had the op-
portunity to meet her and was im-
pressed by her spiritual radiance and
approachability. I learned that she
spent time daily in the Bible, and her
Bible was her constant companion.
Determined to do the same, I joined
every Bible study I heard about.

In my thirties, however, I sank into a
depression. Things in my marriage
were not going well, I was overcom-
mitted, and taxiing my sons to events
and practices was wearing me down.

I prayed, “God, where did I lose
You? When did I draw away?”

My brother suggested the book
Living by the Highest Life by Gene
Edwards (SeedSowers Christian
Books Publishing House). From that
book I learned that every day I have a
choice—do I live by the strength of
my own flesh or by the power of the
Holy Spirit of God? It is always a dai-
ly choice to decide. I had not been liv-
ing by either really; I had been living
by the calendar and the clock. That
day, I decided to make the wise
choice of living by the “Highest Life,”
which I had been studying so much
about at Bible studies. It is amazing
how I could learn so much and miss

the whole point of application and
obedience—“But be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves” (Jas. 1:22).

I would like to say I matured as a
Christian through that experience and
lived happily ever after, but that is not
exactly how my story went. I still felt
drained. My brother suggested anoth-
er book, The Sacred Romance by John
Eldredge and Brent Curtis (Nelson).
From that book, I learned that God is
constantly wooing us to a closer, deep-
er relationship with Him. He wants to be
intimately involved with us, as Evelyn
Christenson had written about and dis-
played in her life. God uses all sorts of
ways to get our attention and draw us
near, even while we are still stuck in sin.
In fact, He could use my overloaded
schedule to help me see how much I
needed Him to quiet my soul. God had
been wooing me by helping me see my
need for Him, not just my need to de-
cide to live by the power of His Spirit. I
realized it was God I longed for, not a
less hectic life. 

Today on social media, people are
posting truths, half-truths, deceptive
ideas, and flat-out lies. It can get con-
fusing. It is especially confusing when
those you believe to be Christians are
espousing a gospel that sounds good,
but does not ring quite true. Although
I had in past years become a Bible
teacher, Christian guide, and leader, I
was questioning what Jesus was real-
ly about and what following Him was
supposed to look like. I believed I had
discernment, but I questioned
whether maybe I had been wrong, or
worse, had been teaching a wrong
gospel. 
What was most important in Jesus’

teaching, and what really was the orig-
inal gospel that Paul preached? I had
to wonder. I longed to know the Truth.

I bought the book Gospel: Recover-
ing the Power That Made Christianity
Revolutionary by J.D. Greear (B&H
Books). In this book, I learned a prayer
that would change my understanding
of the gospel. As humans, we like
“cause and effect” and measurement
by rules and charts. Although there are
a lot of commands in the New Testa-

ment, none of them are possible to
keep without the help of the Holy Spir-
it. The help of the Holy Spirit does not
come by decision; it comes only by a
relationship with Jesus Christ and
trust in His finished work for us on the
cross. Those who believe in Jesus
Christ as their propitiation for sin are
saved from the wrath of God and re-
ceive eternal life with Him. Once we re-
ally understand what Jesus has ac-
complished for us, we become truly
grateful. More grateful than we can
possibly express, and our strongest
desire becomes the desire to do
something for Him. We want to serve
Him, to love others, and to share what
He has done for us. We become so de-
voted to Him that we cannot imagine
living without Him or going anywhere
without Him. 

I learned that each “false gospel” I
heard had a bit of truth to it but
missed the need to be in partnership
with and rely on the Holy Spirit. When
I understand how much Jesus has
done for me and have a glimpse of
the depth of His love for me, I realize
there is nothing that requires too
much of me. There is nothing I can do
to serve Him or others that could
equal what He has done for me.

Repentance and Bible study gave
me a great foundation in the Christian
life. Prayer has sustained me all
through my adult life. If I let it, the world
will attempt to draw me away from
God. When my feet hit the floor every
morning, I have a decision to make:
will I listen to the world or the Holy
Spirit? Bible study and prayer open
my heart to hear God and realize He is
wooing me to His side. Meditating on
how much God loves me and how He
was willing to send His Son to die for
me makes me thankful. By believing in
Jesus as my propitiation for sin, I can
have my eyes opened to the depth of
God’s love for me.

Because of my knowledge of God’s
great love for me, shown by Jesus’
sacrifice on the cross, I desire to serve
Him and love who He loves. I can only
accomplish that by reliance on His
Spirit, who instructs me and guides
me. I want to trust and obey. �

Books That Taught Me 
to Live the Gospel

BY SHERRY NEWCUM
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EVERYONE else is doing it,” chil-
dren say. Although we may not

voice it, this thought carries over into
adulthood. We use it as an attempt to
justify a want or behavior. Striving to
be like everyone else—to fit in—can
become second nature if we let it.

Fitting in means we belong with and
have the approval of people whose
opinions we value. Not having that ap-
proval, or lacking acceptance by oth-
ers, may cause emotional distress. We
may feel left out or separate and
somehow not good enough. How
deep that distress goes determines
what each person does to win ap-
proval from others. 

Some people claim indifference to
what others think of them, yet their ac-
tions speak otherwise. Most of us
struggle to find a balance between re-
specting others’ opinions and follow-
ing our own hearts. 

We start trying to fit in early. Babies
and toddlers copy those around them
to learn how to do things and what
gains positive and negative attention.
When they enter school, children fol-
low others who know how to navigate
this new environment. Something
about adolescence intensifies the
drive to belong and not be an out-
sider. 

As adults, we still strive to fit into our
circles of friends, neighborhoods, and
even churches. Some people spend
their entire lives and bank accounts
trying to be like others.

God created us after His own image,
instilling in us an innate desire to be
like Him. As citizens of a fallen world,
we forget whom we should imitate.
Romans 12:2 tells us not to conform to
this world. How do we emulate God
when we are bombarded by worldly
advice on how to look and feel? Jesus
is our example.

He may have seemed popular for a
time, but Jesus did not fit in well. He
had crowds of thousands following
Him constantly and was hailed as
king on entering Jerusalem. Howev-
er, mere days later, many people
shouted for Him to be crucified. He
did not fit their idea of a king, so He
no longer had their approval. Jesus
did not let that stop Him because He

had not come to earth to be popular.
His focus was on fulfilling God’s plan.

We like to watch and read about
people who stand out, unafraid to be
different. Yet in our own lives, we
shrink into the crowd more often than
we would like to admit. As followers of
Christ, we have been commanded to
be different from a world that is not at-
tuned to God.

Matthew 7:13-14 describes two
paths that people can follow. One is
wide, crowded, and leads to destruc-
tion. The other is narrow, sparsely
traveled, and leads to life. To spend
eternity with God, we need to be on
that narrow path. That is the one Je-
sus chose.

Fitting in with the world takes a lot
of work. Many people treat it as a
game where the prize is acceptance
and approval of others. Yes, those
things make you feel warm and want-
ed. But people forget so quickly. No
sooner will you enjoy feeling good
than you are off chasing that feeling
again. If you are going to pursue
something over and over, why not
make it something that will last for-
ever?

Fitting in with the kingdom of heav-
en takes work too. On one hand, once
you have trusted in Jesus as your Sav-
iour, you are automatically in the fam-
ily. However, you can no longer keep
doing the things you were doing be-
fore. You have to leave the crowded
path and follow the narrow one. How
do you do that? Jesus is the Way. Fol-
low Him by applying principles from
His parables.

In Luke 15, we read about a son who
wanted to be like others in the world.
He asked his father for his share of the
inheritance, then left home to follow
his own desires. When all his money
was gone, he ended up homeless and
hungry, both his belly and spirit emp-
ty. He returned home, resigned to be-
coming a servant, never to fit in with
his family again. Not only was the
prodigal son restored to his place in
the family, but his father made a huge
deal about it. Doing something his
friends would probably not have ad-
vised, the father ran to greet his son
and threw a homecoming party. 

God is overjoyed when His children
leave the crowd and seek Him. When
we wander off with the crowd, which
is so easy to do, then turn back to
God, He rushes to meet us and jubi-
lantly leads us back home. 

The narrow path is not an easy one
to follow. It sometimes can be danger-
ous and lonely. Satan does not want
people on this route. He will do every-
thing he can to draw us back to the
wide path. After John the Baptist bap-
tized Jesus and Jesus went to the
desert, Satan tried to convince Him to
leave His chosen course. 

Probably the hardest part about
walking the narrow path is doing so
alone. As followers of God, we are
asked to be different from unbelieving
friends and family. They will not always
understand, giving us a disconnected
feeling. We may be set apart, but we
do not always sense it. 

While on earth, Jesus was physical-
ly apart from God; however, His spirit
was only briefly separated. Jesus left
His hometown, had to keep waking
His closest friends on the night He
needed their support the most, and al-
lowed Himself to temporarily be sev-
ered completely from God so that we
could experience restoration. 

Circumstances will appear hope-
less sometimes, but there are advan-
tages to the narrow way. Without the
crowd distracting you, God’s voice is
easier to discern. The biggest advan-
tage is having Him by your side. He is
there to help you over, through, and
around obstacles, and He will keep the
powers of darkness from harming you.
The one thing He does not do is force
you to stay on the narrow path.

It might be easier to follow a differ-
ent road if we were not surrounded by
family, friends, and colleagues who
are still on the wide path. We have to
constantly decide where we want to fit
in—the world or the kingdom of heav-
en. To choose rightly, we have to con-
tinually renew and refresh our minds
so that we can know “that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God”
(Rom. 12:2). When confronted with
choices, we need to ask ourselves if
we want to be like everyone else or be-
have like heirs in God’s kingdom. �

Choose Your Path
BY LIZ TETLEY
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DUST flew as they navigated the dirt
roads that July 7, 1974. They

stopped at a small, white-frame
church, surrounded by green corn-
fields. Her husband knew God had
called them to this church and would
equip them both. She was not as con-
fident. She felt as if her toolbox was
empty. 

What did she know about being a
pastor’s wife? “Lord,” she prayed
silently as they pulled into the dirt
parking lot, “please send someone to
teach me how to be a good pastor’s
wife.”

The new pastor looked much
younger than his twenty-five years as
he lifted their almost two-year-old
daughter from the backseat. This
beautiful child with golden curls was
not as angelic as she looked. A strong-
willed toddler in a church with no nurs-
ery or indoor plumbing? This would be
interesting.

Alongside her husband and daugh-
ter, the pastor’s wife climbed the steps
and entered the church. She little
guessed she would be walking into
that church as the pastor’s wife for the
next forty-plus years. That woman
was me. 

Not long after we began our min-
istry, I met another pastor’s wife. “You
are the answer to my prayers!” I said.
“Will you teach me how to be a pas-
tor’s wife?”

She laughed. “Honey, I have only
been a pastor’s wife for a month my-
self. We can learn together.” 

I was surprised to find the Bible
gives no specific instructions about
the role of a pastor’s wife. The Bible
says every wife should help her hus-
band (Gen. 2:18). First Timothy 3:11
gives standards for a deacon’s wife. It
is logical to assume that the pastor’s
wife should also follow these guide-
lines: to be serious about the ministry
and faithful in everything. 

Paul told Titus that older women
should teach the younger women “to
be sober, to love their husbands, to love
their children, to be discreet, chaste,
keepers at home, good, [and] obedient
to their own husbands” (Titus 2:4-5).
This applies to pastor’s wives as well.

A pastor’s wife should help her hus-
band in any way possible, love him

and their children, and be an example
of faithfulness. She can make or break
her husband and his ministry. She can
be either his best cheerleader or the
most discouraging member of his
congregation. 

Being a good pastor’s wife is not
much different from being a good
Christian in general. A joyful, service-
able Christian relinquishes all rights to
self (Rom. 12:1). I wake each morning
saying, “Yes, Lord,” to His plans for
the day. I do admit I sometimes con-
sider responding in prayer with,
“Maybe, Lord. What do You have in
mind?”

The pastor’s wife must say an irrev-
ocable no to self and a joyful yes to
God. She can then look to the Holy
Spirit to give her what she needs
most—love (Gal. 5:22). Love is an in-
dispensable tool in the toolbox of a
pastor’s wife. 

Love enables a pastor’s wife to
share her husband when others need
him. Love helps her serve where and
when needed, trusting God to meet
her own needs. Because love covers a
multitude of sins (I Pet. 4:8), it keeps
her from responding in anger when
someone criticizes her, her husband,
or her children.

Times of hopelessness come in
every ministry. The pastor’s wife needs
supernatural hope. Love does not lose
hope (I Cor. 13:7). Love gives the pas-
tor’s wife tenacity when she feels like
quiting: it endures all things and never
fails (vss. 7-8). 

The future is always uncertain in
ministry. My husband jokes that every
pastor is one sermon away from un-
employment. It would be easy to be
fearful, but “perfect love casteth out
fear” (I John 4:18).

Like any other Christian, the pas-
tor’s wife finds success as she learns
it is not what we do for Christ, but
rather what He does through us when
we are willing to be used in His serv-
ice.

The role of a pastor’s wife varies by
her spiritual gifts and by what her
husband and the church need. A larg-
er church may need less; a small
church like ours needed more. My
role as a pastor’s wife has included
teaching Sunday school, children’s

church, kids’ clubs, Vacation Bible
School, feeding large and small
groups in our home, making hun-
dreds of meals for people recovering
from sickness or surgery, cleaning the
church, mowing church lawns, plan-
ning funeral dinners and potlucks,
making hospital calls, counseling,
joining the community club, and edit-
ing a newsletter.

Through the years, I have done just
about everything but preach. The Lord
and I (the Lord working through me)
have sat at bedsides of dying saints,
cleaned filthy bathrooms, entertained
children with head lice, and helped
families pack and move. The pastor’s
wife’s role includes encouraging her
husband and loving and serving the
congregation.

It is a busy life. I once hurried to a
baptism juggling babies, toddlers, and
a diaper bag, not noticing I was wear-
ing one brown sandal and one black
shoe until it was too late. It’s not al-
ways easy to stay cheerful, but God
wants cheerful, not grudging servants.
“Serve the Lord with gladness” (Ps.
100:2). 

We raised four children in our
church, and we now have three grand-
children who attend there with their
parents. Juggling the roles of wife,
mother, and pastor’s wife was chal-
lenging, but as I prayed, God enabled
me. A strong home is vital in the min-
istry. A pastor’s wife must put her hus-
band and children first, but she should
not use that as an excuse to do noth-
ing in the ministry. We involved our
children as much as possible. 

A pastor’s wife participates in the
joys of birth, the sorrows of death, the
celebration of marriage, and the
heartache of divorce. 

If God has called you to be a pas-
tor’s wife, fasten your seatbelt, be-
cause you are in for the ride of a life-
time! You will know more tears and
heartache than most, but you will also
know much laughter and joy. It’s an
honor to serve God as a pastor’s wife
and perhaps one day hear Him say,
“Well done, good and faithful servant”
(Matt. 25:23).

Pray for your pastor’s wife. The job
is often lonely and always harder than
it looks. �

Role of a Pastor’s Wife
BY DONNA POOLE
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AFAVORITE and oft-cited Scripture
passage is Romans 8:28. In fact,

it is cited so often that it can become
trite in our thinking, particularly in
those times when it should be the
most comforting. What is often lacking
is seeing it in its full context, in partic-
ular the fact that it connects to verses
29 and 30.

This section of Paul’s teaching be-
gins in verse 18. And, as can be seen
from the wording of verse 31, “What
shall we then say to these things?”
(emphasis mine), verse 28 fits into a
flow that continues to the end of the
chapter.

Let us take a look at how the section
begins. Paul wrote, “For I reckon that
the sufferings of this present time are
not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us”
(vs. 18). Two key words are “suffer-
ings” and “glory.” Two key themes are
the present time and the future time.

In verse 18 and following, Paul fo-
cuses primarily on present sufferings.
Paul knew suffering. Even creation
(“creature,” vs. 20) itself knows suffer-
ing. It is possible to translate the Greek
word ktisis as “creature,” but contex-
tually another translation, “creation,”
fits better here.

In verse 28, we learn that despite
our suffering, God is sovereign. He is
in control of every event that tran-
spires, whether in our individual lives,
in our nation as a whole, in all nations
on earth, or in all creation. You see,
God causes “all things [to] work to-
gether for good” (emphasis mine).

The verse is speaking of a good out-
come. The process of getting there
may be painful, but the outcome is
good. “Good” here can be understood
as positive blessings—beneficial
things that, when we are thinking
straight, are things we want. God is
sovereignly working in and through all
circumstances and events in the uni-
verse to this end.

Who is going to benefit from the out-
come of positive blessings? Paul’s an-
swer was “them that love God, . . .
them who are the called according to
his purpose.” Good positive blessings

are not going to be the experience of
just anyone on planet earth—they will
be for those whom God has called to
salvation, those who have been pre-
destined to become conformed to the
image of God’s Son, Jesus Christ (vs.
29)!

God is working on behalf of His peo-
ple (cf. vs.  31). The wicked operate on
the stage of history, but their actions
are being used by God to bring about
His plan and purpose for His people!
The wicked will not experience this
good. There is no good in hell (cf. Matt.
25:41-46; Rev. 20:11-15).

Who is Paul talking about when he
writes of the “called” in verse 28? Ob-
serve that the word occurs in a list of
divine actions in verses 29-30. This is
a glimpse God gives into His secret
counsel regarding our salvation. Note
that not everything about salvation is
here, such as our response in faith or
matters of sanctification. What we
have here are God’s actions behind
the scenes in saving His people from
sin.

The events are like links in a chain:
foreknowledge, predestination, call-
ing, justification, and glorification. The
order is purposeful, and Paul’s interest
is to comfort those who are suffering.
What is God doing through these di-
vine actions? How is this comforting to
the suffering?

The chain starts before creation.
God’s foreknowledge is His com-
plete knowledge of all whose lives
will be radically altered by the divine
events making up this chain. God
has chosen us from eternity past and
brought us into an intimate relation-
ship with Him, even before we were
born or before anything in creation
even existed!

Based on God’s intimate care and
involvement, He determined who
would be His children and acted in
their favor. Predestination is a deter-
mination on God’s part to alter our
destination. As sinners, man’s desti-
nation is eternal separation from God
(Rom. 6:23). But such will not be the
case for those who will be the children
of God (brothers and sisters of the

“firstborn” [8:29], who is Jesus Christ).
So from eternity past (cf. Eph. 1:3-5),
God determined that He would justify
and glorify countless multitudes,
which includes you if you are in Christ!

That brings us to the point when
God’s saving activity intersects with
our lives—that time when it dawns on
us that we need to come to Christ in
faith and be saved from our sin. This
is what “calling” is about. A lot of peo-
ple show some interest in salvation,
mostly because they do not want to
go to hel l .  However, those God
foreknew and predestinated actually
hear God’s call and come to faith in
Christ! That response is evidence of
what God did in eternity past on our
behalf.

Salvation from sin and the hope of
glory is founded on the fact that those
God calls, He also justifies. To justify
us is to declare the guilty sinner “not
guilty.” How can a just God do this? By
justly dealing with our sin. Jesus
Christ, God in flesh, took our just pun-
ishment upon Himself. He became
“sin for us, . . .  that we might be made
the righteousness of God in him”
(II Cor. 5:21). God actually gives be-
lievers the righteousness of His Son!
He justifies us.

All whom God justifies, He will also
glorify. This is what being “conformed
to the image of his Son” is about in Ro-
mans 8:29. Paul wrote a beautiful pas-
sage to the Corinthians about the be-
liever’s glorification (I Cor. 15:51-57).
Read it and bask in its wonder!

How is this a comfort to those who
are suffering? It is a comfort to know
that though we suffer now—whether
because of our sin or the conse-
quences of sin in the world—God’s
plan is marching forward, unstop-
pable. It is a comfort to know that our
salvation is not dependent on some-
thing we do, but on divine acts from
eternity past. It is also a comfort to
know that our salvation is secure. It is
a comfort to know that no matter how
uncomfortable we may be at the pres-
ent time, God has put into motion our
glorification. And because it is God
doing the acting, it is guaranteed! �

Romans 8:28-30: 
An Exposition

BY MARK J. HIGHMAN
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IF you do not think God is concerned
about our relationships with others,

then you do not know much about Him.
Since the Fall of Adam, God has been
in the restoration business, bringing us
back to a right relationship with Him and
with others. The way was made through
the work of Christ at Calvary.

Six months after becoming a Chris-
tian, I realized that I needed to repair
the relationships with certain people in
my life. When I began to mentally chart
out this task, some of my enthusiasm
diminished. As crime writers often say,
this was when the plot thickened.

A Child Leads the Way (Matt. 18:1-6)
I began with my daughter, who was

five years old. I did not realize I need-
ed to restore our relationship, but her
name had been placed on my heart.

In retrospect, I believe I was hedging
our relationship for future mistakes or
breaches that I would make as a moth-
er. I explained how I loved her and was
sorry for any hurt I had caused her. Be-
fore I could continue, she grabbed and
hugged me, saying she loved me. This
brought my heart and soul to its knees. 

My daughter and I have been
through some tough times, but we
went through them together and came
out stronger. We are each other’s
biggest fan. 

Drag It to the Altar (Matt. 5:23-24)
Before I contacted my sister, we

spoke maybe once every other month,
even though we live less than twenty-
five miles apart. I never understood
why she was so mean to me. Even
though I was younger, I would fight
back, even if that meant waiting until
she was asleep to deliver my attack. 

I wrote to her about some of the
things she had done and how it all
made me feel. In the end, I apologized
and asked for forgiveness for my neg-
ative feelings about her. 

Her response melted my heart. I
could see the tearstains and constant
erasure marks as she tried to find the
right words in her letter. She explained
her past behavior and apologized.

We now talk almost daily. It was my
sister’s calls of encouragement and
prayer that have helped me in recent
dark times.

There Is a Season (Eccles. 3:1-10) 
Anger, accompanied by a flood of

unrecognizable emotions, arose in me
as I prepared to approach my ex-hus-
band. We married when I was seven-
teen years old, and it was a relation-
ship that started in a whirlwind and
ended in a tsunami.

One day, he dropped off our daugh-
ter. I begged the Lord to give me the
words to accomplish His purpose. I
began by stating that my intentions
were not to hurt him, and then I
thanked him for trying to be a good
dad to our daughter. 

Next, I felt God’s leading to hug him.
When I did, he soaked my shoulder
with his tears, sobbing for several min-
utes in silence.

The restored relationship with my
ex-husband is truly a witness to the
change brought about by my new life
in Christ.

A Daughter’s First Love
In so many ways, I was and still am

my daddy’s girl. This did not make me
popular with other family members,
especially my mother. 

Imagine my devastation when I came
home one day to find my mother with the
police at our house. She was telling the
police that my father was out to harm us
both. In a sovereignly ordered chain of
events, I unexpectedly moved out of
state three weeks later and got married.

My hatred for my father grew as I
wondered why he had come to hate
me. Everyone I encountered, especial-
ly men, felt the heat from that hate. 

I contacted my father’s mother to lo-
cate him. In spite of serious obstacles,
we finally met for the first time after
eleven years.

We learned that we both had been
lied to. In short, he was as deeply hurt
as I was about the destruction of our
relationship. After our relationship was
restored, we talked almost every day.
He passed away October 25, 2015.
This article is dedicated to him.

A Woman Scorned
As far back as I can remember, the

relationship with my mother has been
somewhat strained. As my parents’ re-
lationship deteriorated, I took the
brunt of it. 

In a letter to her, I wrote of certain
events that defined our relationship. I
added that as someone who has been
through a divorce and is now a single
mother, I understood, forgave her, and
wanted to start afresh.

She contacted my former pastor
and told him that I had sent her an in-
flammatory letter. I shared with him
what was going on. I stated that my
mother and I talked every day, but she
never mentioned she had contacted
him. One day I asked her about the let-
ter, and she immediately became de-
fensive. I reminded her that my desire
was that we start anew. Two years lat-
er, my mother and stepdad experi-
enced new birth in Christ. My mother’s
relationships with God and me were
set right, and she and my stepdad be-
came members of my church. 

Let the Restoring Begin
Over time, I have learned that God is

not only concerned that we reconcile
but also that we keep our relationships
intact. God will never be pleased about
anyone we make more important than
Him, as I did my dad, but growth and
blessings can be hindered if we have
not made peace in our relationships. It
would have been a contradiction to get
along with a sister in Christ and not be
at peace with my natural sister.

If I had remained at odds with my fa-
ther, I would not have responded to
God properly as our relationship de-
veloped. In the wisdom of God, He
used a man to lead me to Christ.

We should reconcile and forgive
quickly as my daughter exemplified. It
is important to have compassion and
long-suffering in our relationships, as
a mother does with her children.

In conclusion, we should regard
others as God regards them. We are all
connected. It is important that we
strive to maintain healthy connections,
especially within the household of
faith.

A modified definition of relation-
ships is: the way in which two or more
people regard and behave toward
each other; the state of being con-
nected by blood or marriage; and the
way in which two or more people are
connected, or the state of being con-
nected.

Have you done a checkup on your
relationships lately and received God’s
approval? Do not forget to restore and
refresh your relationships regularly,
especially the one you have with
God. �

Restoring Relationships
BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS
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Promoting Persistence in Prayer
BY ARLIE D. RAUCH

WHAT believer does not have a
prayer request? The request

could be personal or it could be for
someone else. It could even grow out
of despair because of politics. Often
the need is long term. Will God ever
bring a remedy? The Prophet Isaiah
felt that way as he cried out in prayer:
“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heav-
ens, that thou wouldest come down,
that the mountains might flow down at
thy presence” (64:1).

One of the most precious posses-
sions of a relationship with God is the
privilege of prayer, and the practice of
prayer should be normal for the be-
liever. The parable we will examine in
Luke 18:1-8 encourages us in that di-
rection.

This New Testament parable is un-
like many other parables in that it be-
gins with a stated purpose, which is
helpful as a guide in that however we
interpret the details, we must stay true
to that purpose. It also differs in that it
ends with a question that might seem
almost off-topic.

“And he spake a parable unto them
to this end, that men ought always to
pray, and not to faint; saying, There
was in a city a judge, which feared not
God, neither regarded man: and there
was a widow in that city; and she came
unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine
adversary. And he would not for a
while: but afterward he said within
himself, Though I fear not God, nor re-
gard man; yet because this widow
troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by
her continual coming she weary me.
And the Lord said, Hear what the un-
just judge saith. And shall not God
avenge his own elect, which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear
long with them? I tell you that he will
avenge them speedily. Nevertheless
when the Son of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?”

The purpose of continuing in prayer
is emphasized by a double statement,
first positive, then negative. You
should always pray, and you should
not faint in it. Fainting, or growing
weary in prayer, is exactly what we do
or want to do when we do not seem to
receive the answer we would like to
our request. We give up on God; it ap-
pears He will not answer in a certain

situation, so we quit seeking the solu-
tion from Him.

The Bible is rich with other encour-
agements to pray. After describing the
believer’s spiritual armor, Paul wrote,
“Praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, and watch-
ing thereunto with all perseverance
and supplication for all saints” (Eph.
6:18).

Near the end of the epistle of joy he
wrote, “Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplica-
tion with thanksgiving let your re-
quests be made known unto God”
(Phil. 4:6).

After a section on human relations in
Colossians, Paul wrote, “Continue in
prayer, and watch in the same with
thanksgiving” (4:2).

Finally, in a list of short commands,
Paul admonished his readers to “Pray
without ceasing” (I Thess. 5:17). No-
tice the all-encompassing nature of all
these commands as they concern
time and circumstance.

In Luke 18, Jesus enriched His en-
couragement to pray with a story that
could have happened in His time or
our time. In His time court appear-
ances were simpler than our system
today with lawyers and juries.

The first character in the parable
was a judge who was significantly un-
like God. His motivation may be un-
clear, but he was not driven by God or
man. He acted like a god in his own
court.

The other character in this parable
was a widow. We do not know her ex-
act need, but she was being disad-
vantaged in some way that the judge
could resolve, if he so chose. The as-
sumption seems to be that she was
in the right and the one troubling her
was not. In that era, when a wife be-
came a widow, she often lost all legal
protection. Her opponent would
characteristically take advantage of
her.

The judge preferred to ignore her,
but he finally ruled on her case just to
keep her from becoming a nuisance.
She kept coming and asking, and she
eventually received justice.

Jesus draws our attention to what
the unjust judge said. The judge did
dispense justice even though some

time had passed. If he did, then sure-
ly God, who is righteous and holy, will
also avenge His chosen ones who
pray to Him.

The original Greek text in Luke
18:7 indicates that Jesus was not
speaking of vengeance in general
but rather a specific kind, likely the
kind the woman needed—the kind in
which a believer is being persecuted.
God will one day rectify this (cf. Rev.
6:9-10).

But we do often have trouble with
the promise that God will avenge
speedily. The wait may seem too long
for our personal deliverance, and it
does seem long for the culmination of
God’s plan on this earth. Yet the end
point indicated is Christ’s Second
Coming. Perhaps we will at some
point come to view time more as God
does, and in looking back accept that
it was not so long after all. Our lives on
earth are temporary.

Again, the original Greek text in
Luke 18:8 indicates that Jesus’ ques-
tion did not center on faith in general
but on a specific type of faith. It is like-
ly the kind of faith exhibited by the
woman who continued to petition the
judge until her request was granted. It
is fascinating that Jesus expressed
doubt as to whether people would
continue to exercise this kind of faith,
but his attention to that highlights its
importance. Do you continue to re-
quest action from the God of heaven
and earth? Isaiah 62:7 encourages us
to give God no rest until He makes
Jerusalem a praise throughout the
earth. Jesus’ question should move us
to persistence in prayer.

Paul said in II Corinthians 12:8 that
he asked God three times to remove
the thorn in his flesh. He did not state
that as the ideal number, simply as a
fact in his circumstance. Let the wid-
ow in the parable in Luke 18 encour-
age you. Keep on praying, keep on
pleading with the God of the universe
to solve your problem as well as the
problems around you. You should
know, as you pray, that your prayers
are being heard and are right now be-
ing considered at the throne room in
heaven (cf. Rev. 8:3-4). They will be
effective as God brings to pass the
events of the future. �
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FOR many homemakers, it seems
that chores are endless. A chore

needs to be redone almost before
there is opportunity to emphatically
declare, “There, that’s finished!” It
seems that there is rarely a time when
an endeavor will have permanent re-
sults. These are experiences common
to adulthood, but perhaps specifically
challenging to women.

In our homeschooling household of
eight, the laundry would just be fin-
ished—although the finely folded
items might not yet have been put
away properly—when someone would
have the nerve to put a dirty pair of
socks in the gorgeously empty laundry
hamper. 

And then there was a snoopy per-
son in our community who would
drive past our home and report to us
the number of socks, undergar-
ments, and so on, that were hanging
on our clothesline. She was the
mother of one daughter and did not
experience the same things that we
did in a home inhabited by six males.
Without commenting on her lack of
discretion, I can say that henceforth
we hung jeans and long-sleeved
shirts to dry on the line closest to the
road. Such intrusive behavior called
for implementation of desperate
measures! 

Then there was the problem of food.
Our household was filled with people
who expected to eat multiple times
each day, and they wanted utensils
and plates to accommodate their
needs. It seemed that the kitchen sink
was first cousin to the laundry hamper,
both apparently experiencing great
anguish at the prospect of being left
empty. 

The list could go on and on, but the
point is self-evident—the extensive
accomplishment of common tasks
often bears no visual reward or tangi-
ble respite, despite the evidenced ex-
haustion as we labor on faithfully.
This can be discouraging. Then there
are also more serious and potentially
desperate situations that leave us
feeling similarly lacking, questioning
the purposes and results of our en-
deavors.

After declining for a full week, my
husband was moments from death

due to spinal meningitis. Daily we
had contacted his doctors to inform
them of his decline only to experi-
ence much-delayed action on their
part. 

Miraculously, in a matter of hours,
God healed him. He went from being
completely unresponsive to being ful-
ly recovered with no side effects from
the massive infection that had encom-
passed his brain. What a gift that
was—among the most spectacular of
our lifetime! But in my heart I was
weighing cautiously this marvelous re-
covery. My husband, although recov-
ered from one dire illness, was dying
from the most aggressive form of brain
cancer—glioblastoma. All that effort
was expended to save him from the
meningitis, but nothing was happen-
ing to prevent making it possible for
the cancer to continue its march
through his brain. 

Of course, there are temporary ac-
tions that can be taken to alleviate the
frustration of never-ending, repetitious
responsibilities. An excellent idea to
counteract a seeming lack of progress
is to spend even a few minutes each
day doing something that will not need
redoing soon—or ever—such as knit-
ting, writing, or seasonally preserving
food. The shelves of beautifully filled
jars and the well-crafted afghan be-
side the couch provide reminders that
durable accomplishments are being
achieved.

More important, however, what
does God’s Word say to believers
about attitude and outlook on life? Is it
ever appropriate to give in to discour-
agement? Is discouragement ever a
choice that is not wrong? 

Even a cursory glance at the words
Scripture mentions regarding our per-
spective on life indicates that when we
properly engage our faith and obedi-
ently follow God’s Word, we can be
protected from succumbing to the old
nature’s response of discouragement
to the vagaries, drudgeries, and
tragedies of life. 

Paul said, “We are more than con-
querors through him that loved us”
(Rom. 8:37) and “If God be for us, who
can be against us?” (vs. 31). Can dis-
couragement be embraced alongside
submission to these basic truths? 

Paul instructed believers to “rejoice
evermore” (I Thess. 5:16). Is rejoicing
consistent with downheartedness?
First Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In
every thing give thanks.” Can thank-
fulness fill our minds when we are
awash in negativity? 

Whatever we do, in either word or
deed, is to be done in the name of our
Saviour (Col. 3:17). Is it possible to feel
demoralized in the name of Jesus
Christ? 

We are bought with a price; there-
fore, each believer should glorify God
in body and in spirit. We are His! Does
a discouraged spirit glorify our Heav-
enly Father?

Do we agree with the psalmist
David that if the Lord is our Shepherd,
we shall not want (Ps. 23:1)? Do we
believe that He leads us, is with us,
and that we will dwell with Him eter-
nally? Do any of those facts conform
with giving in to discouragement in
the face of adversity? David himself
rejoiced that God was his gracious
host in the presence of his enemies
(vs. 5).

God will never fail nor forsake us!
We can “be strong and of a good
courage” (Deut. 31:6)—poles apart
from the choices we often make
amidst challenge. When we fully trust
and acknowledge Him instead of lean-
ing on our own wisdom, He will direct
our paths (Prov. 3:5-6).

The cacophony of life’s woes will
drown out our rejoicing when we fail to
cast all our care upon Him. We may
find it impossible to give thanksgiving
in our lives if we fail to actively agree
that all things work together for good
in keeping with Paul’s words in Ro-
mans 8:28. 

God is love, and although we were
His enemies, He loved us first. His in-
struction to us is not to make us ap-
pear deluded in the face of problems;
rather, His will is that we have life
more abundantly despite our short-
comings. 

Discouragement is a choice that is
in contradiction to God’s plan for us.
How such a lack of respect and ap-
preciation must grieve Him! As His
children, may we aim to be thankful
and rejoice loudly and faithfully, first of
all and always. �

Discouragement Is a Choice
BY SUSAN WYMER
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Grace: God’s Response
to Our Guilt
BY A. KOSHY MUTHALALY, PH.D.

GUILTY!” That word stirs terror in
our hearts because it signifies

both punishment and condemnation.
There is no running away from guilt be-
cause we cannot hide from God. Nor
can we hide from ourselves. If we have
done something wrong, then we are
guilty, and most of the time we know
it. Guilt is a universal experience that
afflicts both believers and unbelievers
alike.

THE PROBLEM OF GUILT?
Guilt is a nagging, sickening feeling

that we have deep inside us when we
know we have done something wrong.
Guilt steals our peace of mind. It can
rob us of time and our future. It can
render us totally incapable of our dai-
ly functioning, because it can take
over our lives. It can cause sleepless
nights when we do not have an answer
for our guilt.

But guilt only comes with aware-
ness of our wrongdoing. If we are not
aware that we have done something
wrong, there is no guilt. God has put in
each of us a spiritual mechanism
called the conscience that helps us
monitor ourselves (Rom. 2:14-15). In
this sense, our guilt can be a really
good thing because it tells us some-
thing is amiss. This awareness can
help us take steps to correct what is
wrong.

King David was a powerful man in
his day, but he was imperfect just like
us. He had committed adultery with
Bath-sheba. He had also caused the
murder of her husband, Uriah. One
sin led to another. He could not rest
because of his guilt, and the baby
that was conceived of his illicit en-
counter died. We tend to think that
our sin is something that we alone
have to deal with. But David’s life
shows us that many other people
were also affected, and David was
miserable with guilt.

THERE IS AN ANSWER FROM GOD
Since we cannot hide from God, and

we do not have a solution ourselves,
would it not be better simply to turn to
the God who has already provided a
solution for us? God’s answer for our
guilt can be summarized in one simple
word: grace. This grace is accessible
to us through genuine repentance be-
fore God. Turning to Him is exactly
what David did. It was the beginning of
his road back to wholeness.

We are all guilty of many things. The
difference is that some of us still carry
our load of guilt daily while others walk
free of that heavy load. Some worry
because they have committed what is
considered a major sin. Others worry
about everyday sins. Others carry
around a burden of guilt because of
imaginary sins that they may have
committed or think they might com-
mit! There is no end to the list of items
that can bog us down with guilt. 

STEPS TOWARD GRACE
But there is an answer that has been

promised by God and provided for
even before the creation of the world.
Prophesied thousands of years before
Jesus came to earth, there is a solu-
tion for us that was recorded by God
in the pages of the Bible. 

Step one towards reconciliation and
restoration with God takes us to John
9:41. Here we read about Jesus’ re-
sponse to the Pharisees in which He told
them that their guilt remained with them
because they were not willing to ac-
knowledge that they were blind to their
sin. So the first step toward restoration
is acknowledging that we are wrong and
knowing that we are blind.

Step two can be best explained again
with the example of David, who was
burdened with the guilt of his sin. In
Psalm 51, he described his extreme
guilt when he wrote, “My sin is ever be-
fore me” (vs. 3). He turned to his Re-

deemer for help. In repentance, he
asked God to give him a clean heart (vs.
10). In verse 12, he asked God, “Restore
unto me the joy of thy salvation.” Sin
and guilt rob us of the joy that comes
with turning to our Redeemer.

Step three is to receive God’s grace,
which opens up the way to God, leav-
ing behind the burden of our guilt and
our sin. The Bible is a book of hope. We
are justified “by the faith of Jesus
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus
Christ” (Gal. 2:16). The cross of Jesus,
the channel of His grace to us, is all that
we need to apprehend that costly grace
that is offered to set us free. Jesus bore
the penalty of our sins.

If we are to be reconciled with God,
our guilt must be taken away. Jesus
came to die for us so that the guilt of
our sins could be washed away. 

The main character, Christian, in John
Bunyan’s classic Pilgrim’s Progress
found peace from his sin and guilt only
at the cross of Calvary, where grace was
offered to him. His heavy burden of sin
and guilt was lifted, and he found rest. 

Like Christian and many others who
have found grace through the cross of
Jesus, we all stand at the very thresh-
old of this free offer from God. Salvation
has been fully paid for and therefore
does not cost us anything. It would
make no sense to walk around with a
heavy burden of guilt when we can walk
upright and free. The gospel takes
away our guilt. It is an offer of a new
heart and a new life (cf. Ezek. 36:26).

With this reconciliation, the future is not
scarred with the guilt of the past. “There
is therefore now no condemnation to
them which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom.
8:1) is a promise of God we can take to
heart. Only our Lord Jesus can give us
that peace that passes all understanding
(Phil. 4:7). “There is joy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner that re-
penteth” (Luke 15:10). Heaven rejoices
when we turn to Him! �



60 (188)

THE U.S. Department of Education
(nces.ed.gov) presents the fol-

lowing statistics relating to school vio-
lence and crime. There were thirty-one
school-associated deaths in elemen-
tary and secondary schools in the
United States during the 2010-2011
school year, including twenty-five
homicides and six suicides. In 2012,
students ages twelve through eight-
een were victims of about 1,364,900
nonfatal victimizations at school, in-
cluding 615,600 thefts and 749,200 vi-
olent victimizations, 89,000 of which
were serious violent victimizations.

In each survey year, a higher per-
centage of males than females in
grades nine through twelve reported
being threatened or injured with a
weapon on school property. These
statistics do not go beyond the 2010-
2011 school year and therefore fail to
take into account the Sandy Hook
shootings and everything since then
(reason.com/blog/2014/06/11/are
-school-homicides-becoming-the 
-norm). Whether the overall trend in vi-
olence has nudged upward or down-
ward, the concern about violence in
public schools is real.

Added to the fear of school violence
reflected in the above statistics, par-
ents also believe that their children are
not receiving the education they need
in the public educational system. Fur-
thermore, many parents perceive that
having to follow federal guidelines that
are believed to be too liberal is detri-
mental to the educational process. Be-
cause of these three perceptions and
others, parents have been turning to
homeschooling as an alternative to en-
rolling their children in public schools.

Many parents who desire to home-
school their children may feel inade-
quate since they lack a formal educa-
tional background. But research has
shown that parents with only a high
school education or even less can do
about as good a job as those with edu-
cational degrees. It has also shown that
those who spend less than $200 per
child per year on homeschool curricu-
lum can get results as good as those

who spend $400-$599 per child per year
(“Home Schooling Achievement,” 2001,
Home School Legal Defense Associa-
tion). Furthermore, homeschooling
yields various positive academic, social,
emotional, and spiritual benefits that
make it a viable option for any family
who believes the public school system
is not delivering what their child needs. 

SAFETY
When you homeschool, you will not

have to worry about guns, knives, or
an assailant on campus. Your child
also will not have to worry about
school bullies. “Six out of ten Ameri-
can teenagers witness bullying in
school once a day or even more fre-
quently,” reported John A. Calhoun,
President and CEO of the National
Crime Prevention Council (NCPC). 

“The national group . . . released
findings from a survey conducted by
Wirthlin Worldwide that show that bul-
lying is the terrorist threat that most
frightens America’s teenagers and in-
terferes with their education” (“Bully-
ing, Not Terrorist Attack, Biggest
Threat Seen by U.S. Teens,” National
Crime Prevention Council). The con-
stant fear of being bullied is actually of
more concern to young people than an
external terrorist attack on their school
or city or nation. 

EXPOSURE TO ALCOHOL AND
DRUGS

It has been proved that most kids
get their drugs at or near school and
not at home. A study conducted by the
National Center on Addiction and
Substance Abuse reported that “more
than 5 million high schoolers engaged
in binge drinking at least once a
month.” Additionally, teenagers who
started “drinking before age 15 were
found to be 4 times more likely to be-
come alcohol dependent than those
who began drinking at age 21” (“Teen
Tipplers: America’s Underage Drink-
ing Epidemic,” February 2003).

Add to this the huge numbers of
kids abusing inhalants, street drugs,
and even their classmates’ Ritalin, and

it is a problem many parents seek to
avoid. Having your child at home en-
sures that the drug threat is greatly
lessened, if not removed entirely.

REMOVAL OF SEXUAL PRESSURE
“According to a recent survey from

the National Campaign to Prevent Teen
Pregnancy, 81 percent of kids aged 12-
14—including those who have lost their
chastity—believe that kids today are
pressured to have sex too early.
Younger and younger kids are trying to
dress and act sexy as well. Both school
culture and sex-ed classes promote the
idea that ‘everyone is doing it’ and that
this is OK” (Pride, “Getting Started in
Homeschooling: The First Ten Steps,”
Homeschool World, www.home
school.com). Condoms are being dis-
tributed in middle schools for “safe
sex.”

Even if a child is enrolled in a Chris-
tian or private school, the administration
has to make a real effort to keep things
under control, which can be difficult.
Homeschooling allows the parents to
control sex education and to incorpo-
rate Scripture into the lesson(s). 

PEER PRESSURE
In schools today it seems that every

child has the latest and greatest gadg-
et. Some students feel inadequate and
ashamed because their parents can-
not afford to buy them the same thing
their friends have. Having a child at
home removes them from most of this
pressure. It allows biblical instruction
about the “Golden Rule,” placing God
first in our lives, and being content
with the things that we have. It also
presents an opportunity to teach
about the importance of preparing for
the future, saving, budgeting, and giv-
ing to the church. 

In her book Mary Pride’s Complete
Guide to Getting Started in Home-
schooling (Harvest House), the author
lists steps that will enable a family to
adequately discuss homeschooling
and how to establish a successful
homeschool program. Pride presents
ten steps that will enable a parent to

Christian Education

Homeschooling 
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protecting your (and everybody else’s)
right to homeschool. If a school de-
cides that your homeschooled child
cannot take the PSAT or other college
entrance exams, this group will pro-
vide the legal defense you need. This
is optional and your community’s pri-
or acceptance to homeschooling may
dictate your answer” (Pride). In today’s
politically charged climate, this may
be a good investment to consider.
10. Like the Practical Homeschool-

ing page on Facebook. You can also
do a search on Facebook by entering
the word “homeschool” in the search
box. While the results will not be in the
thousands as with the previously men-
tioned searches, worthwhile informa-
tion may be found. Do not hesitate to
contact people on these sites and ask
questions. They are or were in the
same situation you find yourself in.
They will be glad to listen, offer advice,
and maybe even meet for coffee.
Mary’s site offers a forum to ask spe-
cific questions, buy and sell used cur-
riculum, follow threads on academic
topics, and so forth. This site also of-
fers inspiration, current news, home-
school humor, and lots more! 

Today’s classrooms are entirely dif-
ferent. Many schools in Kentucky are
attempting to add a “no grade” policy,
allowing students to receive no grades
at all. Everyone passes, so no one
feels embarrassed because of bad
grades. Cursive writing is no longer
seen as necessary, and nearly every
student has an electronic calculator.
When I taught high school three years
ago, none of my thirty juniors and sen-
iors knew what a percentage was.

Times have changed and maybe not
for the better. We must realize this, and
allowances must be made for new
methods of instruction. Failure to do
so will bring frustration to both parents
and students in the homeschool envi-
ronment.

Fortunately, the homeschool cur-
riculum has kept pace for the most
part with changes, and parents seek-
ing to begin this exciting endeavor will
not experience a great deal of difficul-
ty incorporating the lessons in a style
in which their children will enjoy the
educational process. 

Remember the most important
thing—include God in your decision.
Begin and end with prayer, ask God for
wisdom, and ask the Holy Spirit for
help. You will find that your efforts will
bring great rewards. �

high school while your child’s still in
preschool!” This site is highly recom-
mended because of the woman’s pas-
sion and love for homeschooling. She
is also willing to answer questions and
give assistance.
5. Read “how to” books about home-

schooling. Amazon, Half.com, and
Powell’s Books in Chicago would be
good sites to search for homeschool-
ing texts. Be sure that the author has
successful experience in homeschool-
ing and that the publication is fairly re-
cent. A text from the 1980s will not be
as effective as one from the 1990s.

Finding books on homeschooling will
be the easy part. Determining how
valuable they are as a resource may be
difficult. Too much material may lead to
confusion, so limit yourself to two or
three good books. If you find one and it
turns out to be unacceptable, set it
aside and find another. Each home-
schooling environment will be different
because each child and parent and
home are different. Evaluate your ma-
terial slowly, thoroughly, and prayerful-
ly. This is an important step you are tak-
ing, so ask God to give you wisdom as
you begin this endeavor. Do not be
afraid to fail. Just be sure not to give up.
6. Locate curriculum providers.

Again use your search engine to find
curriculum providers for your grade
level. Some material will be free but
will need to be printed out from your
computer. Other material will require a
payment. All sites allow you to look at
sections of material before making a
purchase or printing. If you cannot
look at the material online or print a
sample page, go to another site that
will allow you to do this.

Read the material carefully and
make sure it aligns with your spiritual
makeup and will fulfill your desires for
your children and their education.
Also, be sure to check on workbooks
and supplementary material.
McGraw-Hill, Pearson, and Course
Technology are three publishers that
may work with you in finding texts and
supplementary material. You can also
visit a local teacher’s store for work-
books, supplies, toys, and games.
7. Go to your local teacher’s store.
8. Attend your first curriculum fair.
9. Now that you’ve picked out your

curriculum and have a plan, you’re
ready to join HSLDA. This stands for
“Home School Legal Defense Associ-
ation.” “The cost is $100 per year for
your entire family, and well worth it in

discuss and set up a homeschool pro-
gram. The first five suggestions all in-
volve the use of the Internet and a
search engine. 
1. Locate your state homeschool

group. When I did a search for home-
school groups in my small city in Mis-
sissippi, over four thousand results ap-
peared. Therefore, if your city is
medium or large, you might receive
thousands of “hits” to be evaluated.
Usually the first five or ten results listed
will give some of the best information.
2. Locate your local support

group. Again I did a search for “home
school support groups in ‘My City.’”
This time I had over nine thousand
hits. Again, I would advise only look-
ing at the first five or ten, but if others
look promising, it does not take long
to skim the material presented to
make a decision. Take your time with
both of these first two steps. Do not
rush through the offered material. You
may find a wealth of information by fol-
lowing links you find on a site.
3. Join other homeschoolers on-

line. This time my search query was
“join other homeschoolers online in (zip
code)”—with the words “zip code” be-
ing replaced by my zip code. I had over
two million hits this time. Local groups,
metropolitan groups, state groups, and
even national groups were listed. Free
curriculum sites were shown as well as
organizations that offer suggestions,
course outlines, and even tests. Most, if
not all of them, offered material without
cost. The number of hits you obtain will
give you an idea of the importance of
homeschooling in your locale.
4. Subscribe to a homeschool mag-

azine. Homeschooling Today can be
found at homeschoolingtoday.com. It
gives you an opportunity to read vari-
ous articles and subscribe to their
magazine. Unfortunately, it is not free.
Another site is www.practicalhome
schooling.com. This is the site for Mary
Pride and her organization. In recom-
mending a homeschool magazine, she
says: “Naturally, we’d like it to be Prac-
tical Homeschooling.Nothing gets you
‘in the swim’ as quickly in a new pro-
fessional area as reading a magazine
on that topic. Homeschooling is no ex-
ception. The ads are an education all
by themselves. You’ll find yourself say-
ing, ‘I had no idea there was a product
that taught that!’ Even articles on top-
ics you think you will never need often
turn out to be useful later on. There’s a
lot to be said for mentally preparing for
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AN ad has been on television lately
in which a well-dressed young

man is heading out the door to see
about obtaining a mortgage loan from
a local bank. A ridiculous-looking pup-
pet begins to mock him for this un-
necessary effort and shows him how
he can shop online for a mortgage,
saying at the end, “This is how I shop
for a mortgage, and the best thing is,
the banks come crawling to me.”

Yes, we are sophisticated con-
sumers these days, for sure. Only eter-
nity will reveal how the modern spirit
of consumerism has impacted the
Lord’s church in these days in which
we live. 

We are all shoppers today, accus-
tomed to looking for the best deal. Our
economy is service driven. We often
hear the question “How can I serve
you today?” And our churches are
filled with people influenced by this
powerful cultural reality. So it is not un-
usual to see church members go
shopping for a new church (even when
they are not moving from the area).
Every pastor has witnessed this phe-
nomenon—some coming, some go-
ing. Many are shopping and hopping,
perhaps hoping to be served in a bet-
ter way. 

A recent article cites reliable statis-
tics stating that one out of every sev-
en adults changes churches in a given
year. Not only that, but one out of
every six church attenders admits to
rotating between various churches
(“Church Hopping,” www.beliefnet
.com).

One of the few books written on
the subject puts it this way, “Materi-
alistic consumption patterns have

eroded longstanding practices of
church fidelity. No longer are people
loyal to the church of their historic
roots; the consumer mentality has
changed the nature of church com-
mitment” (Chadwick, Steal ing
Sheep, InterVarsity).

Unfortunately, it is true that
churched people sometimes go look-
ing elsewhere for what they hope is a
better or different church experience.
They may think something is deficient
in their current church. Or they may
see something they like better down
the street. Or it may involve personal
feelings or preferences. Regardless,
many today are inclined to seek out a
new church whenever the feeling to do
so possesses them. Church members
tend to see themselves as ecclesiasti-
cal free agents.

Pastors are not immune to church
hopping, either! How many pastors
look longingly at what seems to be a
better church and a better situation
than the one God has called them to?
Consumerism is a powerful factor in
modern-day church life. 

One of the subtle but deadly dan-
gers of the consumer mentality for
pastors, besides discouragement, is
the temptation to set up our churches
to welcome the church shopper rather
than focusing on the hard work of
reaching lost souls with the gospel. It
is much easier to grow a church
through the transfer of already con-
verted people than it is through evan-
gelism and discipleship. But Scripture
plainly tells pastors that they are to “do
the work of an evangelist” (II Tim. 4:5),
which means they are to direct the
flock toward winning souls. Attracting

the already converted from other
churches is not a New Testament pri-
ority. 

How should we approach the
church-hopping problem? Without
being harsh, judgmental, or censori-
ous toward our sometimes roving
sheep, let us resolve to do good re-
gardless. We live in a consumer-ori-
ented culture, and that culture has in-
fluenced church membership. This is a
given. So what can we do?

THINKING THROUGH CHURCH
HOPPING AND SHOPPING

We want to think thoughtfully,
carefully, and constructively about
this. First of all, let us realize that
church hopping and shopping is a
sign of the times. Church members
today are less likely to say, “This is
my church through both the good
and the bad.” We are going to see
some volatility in our congregations.
We should not get discouraged over
departing members. And we should
not get overly excited about new
members, either—at least those who
are the former members of some oth-
er church. We should try to handle
this with a degree of objectivity and
understanding.

Second, building on the first point,
let us realize that church hopping and
shopping may reflect some degree of
consumer-based superficiality on the
part of those caught up in it. Perhaps
there can be some biblical justifica-
tions to leave a church, but more of-
ten than not church members today
do so because they have been influ-
enced by the consumer culture. They
may put their personal feelings and

The Pastor’s Study

Pastors and the
Church-Hopping Problem

BY DR. JEFFERY J. VANGOETHEM
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serving the Lord and doing our min-
istries well.

Are we preaching the Word? Are we
loving people? Are we strengthening
families? Are we ministering the
gospel to a dying world? Are we seek-
ing the Lord in prayer? If so, we are do-
ing much good. Let us remember the
exhortation of Scripture, “Let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not.” (Gal.
6:9). It is not healthy to judge our min-
istries on transfer growth “success.”
As we have seen, that can be very su-
perficial. Let us thank God for our min-
istries and rejoice at the good we are
doing. 

Many years ago when I was a young
pastor, I got to know an older gentle-
man who was a Sunday school
teacher in our church. I thought I had
developed a pretty good relationship
with him. We had spent some time to-
gether. We had gone out for dinner
with our wives, and I had been to his
home. However, through the
grapevine (and this is often how we
pastors hear things), I heard he was
not entirely happy with the direction of
the church. So I went to see him. We
had a nice talk. We did not see eye to
eye on everything but we were able to
have a cordial conversation. 

Sometime later, I was surprised to
learn that he had left our congregation
for another church. At a subsequent
board meeting, I was lamenting the
loss of this man and wondering aloud
what I (or we) could have done differ-
ently. One of our deacons, an older
gentleman in his eighties, spoke up.
He had been a member of our church
for sixty-two years. He noticed my dis-
comfort and said to me, “Don’t worry
about ‘Mr. So-and-So’; he is a church
hopper.” And with the wave of a hand,
he dismissed the matter. At the time I
thought, “That’s kind of cold.” But
now, many years of pastoral experi-
ence later, I have more sympathy for
his point. 

There is too much good to be done
by pastors to get discouraged over
church hopping and shopping. Dis-
couragement is one of the devil’s
greatest tools in getting us off track.
The fact is that we live in a con-
sumer-oriented culture. Rather than
worry about every manifestation of
that, let us keep on with the good
work the Lord has given us to do.
The Lord will be the Judge of what
we have done, and His reward will
come. �

pastors and elders, and uniting with
the flock in our common mission un-
der Christ. These things should be
clearly and forthrightly communicated
to new members. We should train
church members rather than just ad-
mit them. 

Second, we should build on the
strengths of our churches. Rather than
get discouraged when we see some
members depart for other churches,
we should pour our energy into mak-
ing our churches stronger. How can
we do better? People are going to
come and go these days—that is a
given. There are always some church-
es that seem to become “receptor”
churches for wandering members, but
that is the Lord’s business; He will be
the Judge of that. Let us continue to
work hard at improving our churches,
which is a key duty of pastoral leader-
ship. 

Third, we want to invest in the
“gold.” Remember what Paul said in
I Corinthians 3:9-15. We should all
be working to build up God’s church.
All pastors, along with all believers,
will stand before the Lord one day, at
which time the true nature of the
works we have done wil l  be re-
vealed. This truth should motivate
us. And it should take some of the
pressure off  pastors,  g iven the
temptation to try to please every
member. Instead of trying to please
people, why don’t we focus on build-
ing into them that which will become
pure gold? 

Thus we should focus on building
lives, looking to produce mature, god-
ly Christians. That strategy will prove
valuable in the day we stand before
Christ. It is richer and more important
to pursue the gold rather than trying to
merely please church members, who
for various reasons may be inclined to
shop around. Build people up and see
some gold develop! This pleases the
Lord even if we cannot please all the
people these days. 

Fourth, let us learn to rejoice in the
good we are doing. We may not seem
as “successful” as the church across
town. Maybe we have suffered more
losses than gains in recent times. Or
maybe we have done very well in at-
tracting people to our church. All pas-
tors should look beyond these pass-
ing circumstances and ask the
question, “Have we pleased the Lord
in our ministries?” That is the greater
question. Whatever our recent gains
or losses, let us learn to take joy from

concerns above the pastor’s feelings
and the welfare of the church. This is
disappointing, of course, and we al-
ways rejoice when we see those who
develop deeper convictions than this.
But it will happen. It is a fact of pas-
toring today.

Third, we may want to reflect more
deeply on the training of church
members. Are we training them? Do
we have a good plan to take people
deeper into a biblical understanding
of the body of Christ? Do our new
members understand their responsi-
bilities in the body? We probably will
not totally solve the consumer-orient-
ed attitudes in our churches, but per-
haps we can reach out and effect
change in some. 

Finally, we should remain focused
on kingdom growth. Transfer growth
really does not advance the Lord’s
kingdom. Transfer growth provides a
win in one church but amounts to a
loss in another. That is not real
progress. As God’s Word teaches, we
are to be focused on the Great Com-
mission, which calls us to evangelism
and discipleship (Matt. 28:19; Acts
1:8). We do not want to create some
sort of game in which all the churches
are competing for a finite number of
the already converted. We want to
reach lost souls! So above all, let us
keep the right focus—building the
kingdom. 

COPING WITH CHURCH HOPPING
AND SHOPPING

Much more can be said about deal-
ing with this problem. What can pas-
tors and churches do to make the best
of this troubling cultural trend? 

First, as mentioned above, we
want to beef up our membership
process. We should be doing some-
thing to instruct and challenge our
new members. If we do not have a
class for new church members,
maybe we should develop one. If we
do not have any material on what it
means to become a church member
with a proper biblical understanding,
perhaps we should find some or de-
velop it.

Joining a church is not the same as
joining a social club or health club,
which can be discarded when it no
longer seems useful. It involves in-
vesting ourselves in the “one another”
commands of the New Testament,
serving as functioning members of the
body, aligning ourselves under our
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