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Minute Meditations
Toward a New Creation
BY

JOHN LINEBERRY, M.S.

June 5, 2016—Read Zephaniah 2:3. Out of judgment
God will bring lasting peace in His plan for Israel and the
nations. The raiment of righteousness is obtained in trusting Jesus as Saviour (cf. II Cor. 5:21). Following the Lord
in meekness will bring blessing in doing the will of God.
Meekness is being occupied with God’s Word and way. In
the day of judgment, God’s people will rest in the security of salvation (cf. Isa. 32:17; Rom. 8:1).
June 12, 2016—Read Zephaniah 3:8. Disobedience is
manifested in failure to obey the voice of the Lord. Judgment
will come when God deals with the nations that have sought
a peace foreign to the message of prophecy. In establishing
Christ’s millennial kingdom, God will give Christ victory over
the nations (cf. Matt. 25:32-33; Rev. 19:16). Escape from the
path of disobedience is effected by trusting Christ, who bore
the penalty of our disobedience (Rom. 5:19).
June 19, 2016—Read Zephaniah 3:14. Being joyful in the
Christian life can be a way of encouraging others along the
path of life. Paul said to always rejoice in the Lord—a state
of behavior rather than a single act (Phil. 4:4). Zion is the
mountain of grace, bringing gladness and joy to the soul.
There is also joy in singing the hymns of the faith. Real joy
originates in the heart. Are you a joyful person?
June 26, 2016—Read Romans 1:20. The question is often asked—“Is there a God?” When the answer is to the
affirmative, the statement “Prove it” may follow. God has
left His footprints in creation (cf. Ps. 19:1). “Ontology”
proves that God is. This is the argument from the nature
of being. “Anthropology,” the study of man, proves there
is a God. “Teleology,” the argument of design and purpose, proves there is a God. “Philology,” the study of languages and speech, proves there is a God. The reality of
God is seen in all creation. Only “the fool” denies the existence of God (Ps. 14:1). The eyes of faith see God in full
assurance of salvation (cf. John 5:24; I Pet. 1:8).
July 3, 2016—Read Romans 2:29. “Jew” is a contraction
of “Judah,” the royal tribe in Israel, which came into usage
after the Babylonian Captivity. Christ was out of Judah (Rev.
5:5). Identification of a Jew concerned the heart, showing
an inward relationship with God. A Jew’s spiritual commitment to God was to praise the Lord, not man. So a true Jew
would trust Messiah for eternal life (cf. John 3:36).
July 10, 2016—Read Romans 3:9. No part of mankind
has higher honor with God, and none are lower. Sin invaded the human race in the Fall of Adam (cf. Rom. 5:12). Sin
separates man from God. Christ came and died for our sins
at the Cross (cf. Rom. 5:8). The escape from sin’s penalty
is by receiving Christ as Saviour (John 1:12). The call to
righteousness is not to rely upon a religious system but to
seek a redemptive refuge in Christ. Christ is the object of
saving faith (Phil. 3:9). God has made the way to Himself so
simple. The way back to God is such that “the wayfaring
men, though fools, shall not err therein” (Isa. 35:8).
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July 17, 2016—Read Romans 3:23-24. A works system
or merit plan avails nothing toward reconciliation with
God. As Augustus Toplady said, “Nothing in my hand I
bring, simply to the cross I cling” (“Rock of Ages”). “Justification” means to declare righteous. Since Christ paid
the penalty for our sin at the cross, the Lord is able to justify us from sin (Acts 13:39). “Freely” means without
cause, undeservedly. There is nothing in us to merit favor
with God. Theologian Henry C. Mabie said, “Grace is a
boon purchased for us by the court which found us guilty.”
“Works” follow “grace” (Eph. 2:8-10).
July 24, 2016—Read Romans 5:5. “Hope” refers to one
assured of salvation in Christ. This commitment to Christ
does not bring regret or shame. Have you ever met a person who regretted being saved? The Holy Spirit implants
this hope in the soul with the infinite love of God at the
time of the new birth (John 3:3, 5). God’s love is deep and
constant (agape). This love comes from the heart of God
for the preciousness of the object loved. God’s love is
more abundant and vast than the oceans of the world.
July 31, 2016—Read Romans 6:4. “Newness” is new
quality of life, a dynamic in the resurrection of Christ. In
the new birth, we partake of God’s life (cf. II Pet. 1:4). In
walking with the Lord, we focus upon His power, delight
in doing His will, and are blessed “with joy unspeakable
and full of glory” (I Pet. 1:8).
August 7, 2016—Read Romans 8:31. The child of God
is fortified by God’s power over all the trials of life (cf. I John
4:4). We are sealed and secure in God’s keeping for time
and eternity. God being for us, no one can be against us.
August 14, 2016—Read Romans 9:18. God’s grace
gives us what we do not deserve; His mercy keeps Him
from giving us what we deserve. In His mercy, God saves
us (Titus 3:5). God’s mercy sustains us through life (cf. Phil.
4:19), and His mercies “are new every morning” (Lam.
3:23). God’s mercy overshadows us in our daily walk with
Him (cf. Ps. 89:1-2).
August 21, 2016—Read Romans 11:22. God’s justice demanded payment for our sin. Christ paid that price, tasting
“death for every man” (Heb. 2:9). The gospel outreach included Gentiles for entrance into the church (Eph. 2:14-18).
The “olive tree” (Rom. 11:24) is the tree of grace and privilege. The goodness of God calls for repentance (Rom. 2:4).
August 28, 2016—Read Romans 13:8. The verb “owe”
refers to being careful in making a debt impossible to pay
back. However, there is a debt all need to pay; namely, to
love one another. A Roman emperor sent spies into a city
to check on Christians’ behavior. In reporting back to the
emperor, the spies said the words, “Behold, how they love
one another.” Loving others involves care, encouragement, prayer, and respect. Special blessings await the
church, where love and unity abound. ★
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Prayer Station Evangelism
BY

DO not know who invented the concept of prayer station evangelism. I
am certain that evangelistic-minded
Christians in many places and in many
times have used prayer as a bridge to
sharing their faith. It is the method
used in prayer station evangelism. I
learned about it from a Christian ministry called Spread Truth, located in
Bloomington, Illinois. You can check
them out at www.spreadtruth.com.
They have gone on to develop additional evangelistic materials that aid in
this approach.
What is prayer station evangelism?
It is a simple and effective method of
taking the gospel into the marketplace. Little “prayer station” booths
are set up in places where a lot of foot
traffic is expected, always in a place
where it is safe and legal. Prayer
station personnel call out to those who
pass by and ask whether they would
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JEFFERY J. VANGOETHEM, D. MIN.

like prayer. Those who stop are greeted, befriended, and then prayed for
right on the spot. Then prayer station
personnel often have the opportunity
to go deeper into a conversation about
saving faith in Christ. Youth With A
Mission (YWAM) in New York City also
uses this approach. Their Web site describes it this way: “The ministry of
Prayer Stations is based on the fact
that we are providing an opportunity to
pray for people who have a variety of
needs and believing that God will hear
our prayer and act on behalf of those
for whom we pray. Our prayer of faith
then becomes a starting point for us to
share our faith” (www.ywamny.
org/index.php/ministries/prayer
stations/prayerstations).
Various materials are used, and follow-up is always in view. It is a relatively “soft” method of evangelism that
seeks to share the gospel in such

From the Editor’s Desk
Great Things
BY

DON RUFF

ILLIAM CAREY, known as the
father of modern missions,
once said, “Expect great things from
God; attempt great things for God.”
He spent forty-one years as a missionary in India, where he and his family endured the hardships of poverty,
illness, and death. He translated the
Bible into India’s major languages, led
others to salvation in Jesus Christ,
started a divinity school for the indigenous people, and spearheaded social
reform in India.
Despite many struggles, Carey believed God would do great things. That
belief led him to endeavor to attempt
great things for God. Christian history
remembers Carey as an inspiration for
the nineteenth-century Protestant
missionary movement. God did do
great things through him.
In this summer issue of the
GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY
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SCHOOL TIMES, there is an emphasis on Christian missionary outreach.
Whether in our hometowns, in our
own nation, or across the seas, all
Christians are called to tell others
about eternal salvation in Jesus Christ
(Acts 1:8).
Hopefully, some of the articles in
this issue will inspire you to attempt to
do great things for God. Some of our
writers have shared with us their experiences (and those of fellow Christians) of joining with their churches
and missionary societies in endeavoring to reach the lost in their cities and
in foreign lands.
God has reaped a great harvest already throughout the world and
throughout history, but His work is not
done yet. Pray to the Lord and ask
Him (as all believers should) to show
you what great thing you can attempt
for Him. ★

A prayer station booth

places as streets and parks with whoever happens to be there (cf. Acts
17:17).
We have adapted the method we
learned from Spread Truth in New York
and now use it in our church’s ministry
in Dallas, Texas. I am sure it could be
used in other venues besides the
streets and parks of large cities, such
as county fairs, local festivals, block
parties, concerts, gatherings, and other occasions or places that might be
conducive to foot traffic and the freedom to greet people from a prayer station.
THE COMPONENTS
There are several components to
making this type of ministry work.
First, you need an evangelistic
method. All the prayer station workers
must learn a helpful and consistent
method of evangelism. We use “The
Story” method, which has also been
produced by Spread Truth. It is a conversational tool that leads to a presentation of the gospel and an invitation to
believe, covering four key points of
scripture: Creation, Fall, Rescue
(Christ), and Restoration (heaven).
Along with this, we also use gospel
bracelets patterned after the wordless
book and other similar tools. Of
course, it goes without saying that you
will need to construct or acquire a
prayer station or two. Spread Truth

can help you with that, and YWAM
also has information on them.
You will also need training times for
the participants. Those who staff
prayer stations must be trained in
evangelism and in the specific methods that are used. Excellent training
can be received by participating in
Spread Truth’s annual summer gathering in New York City. In this summer
event, “The Story” conversational
tools and prayer station methods can
be experienced through daily practice.
You can learn about this from their
Web site. Training materials are also
available from them for use in your
church or ministry. Training can be
done in a local church or ministry setting.
In addition to methods and training,
literature and materials are needed.
We keep Bibles handy, along with other tracts and booklets on the Christian
faith and discipleship, each time we
set up a prayer station. We also use
contact forms for those who express
an interest in further conversations or
follow-up. Some of the people we encounter are deeply troubled, so we
also have information available on
ministries and services in the community.
Part of the training includes how to
take the conversation a step further
into opportunities for discipleship, including church attendance, Bible
study attendance, or other means of
spiritual growth and teaching. We
have seen people visit our church after our teams met them at our prayer
stations—people who were total
strangers to us before the encounter.
Some of the materials we had available were crucial in allowing such follow-up.
A further component of this ministry is group prayer support. We always seek to have a group praying
when we go out to the streets and
parks of Dallas. Some are not all that
comfortable or not physically able to
go out to the streets, but they are willing to pray. We recently had a whole
week of special evangelistic outreach
in our church. Prayer stations were
set up twice daily at various locations
in our city’s neighborhoods. Each
time we had “pray-ers” standing with
us. We know that this kind of evangelism is a battle, so it must be undergirded with prayer.
Finally, to make this kind of thing
work, a plan is needed; that is, a system or program is needed to bring
SUMMER QUARTER 2016

evangelistic outreach into the regular
cycle and rhythm of the church. Believers worship on Sundays. We have
prayer meetings or small groups regularly. Where is organized evangelism in
our regular schedule of church activity?
Often there is no plan for evangelism.
Consequently, we remain unprepared
to do it. If we do not plan for something
to happen, it will likely not happen.
So churches need a plan to get out
and share the gospel. Prayer stations
are a great way to do that. We have
learned that many people are often
very open to speak about spiritual
things to a kindly stranger near a
prayer station.
THE BENEFITS
How might this method of sharing
the gospel benefit you and your
church or ministry? First, it brings the
gospel back into focus. It supplies
energy and resources for our essential New Testament mission. Training,
personnel, focus, and time are spent
on evangelism. Christians get excited
about sharing their faith, and spiritual and numerical growth result in the
church.
Second, Christian people learn a
concrete method of sharing their faith.
Without learning a method, we often
lack the know-how and confidence to
share our faith. We need a method. It
does not have to be “The Story”
method that we use. There are many
other fine and biblical methods available, but without a method we are less
equipped than we should be.
Third, those who participate in
prayer stations get practice in sharing
their faith. They begin to learn things
through their experience. They learn
the kinds of answers and statements
unsaved people make as well as how
to respond. They get better at sharing
their faith and leading the lost to
Christ.
Sometimes there is much evangelistic training in the classrooms of our
churches and ministries, but does it
ever get out of the classrooms? A little time in the classroom is helpful,
but true evangelistic training is getting out and practicing—actually doing it. We have found it helpful to
place those who are new with those
who are more experienced. Training
and practice is an ongoing process.
Consequently, more and more people
get involved.
Fourth, those who take the training

and begin to experience prayer station
evangelism grow in their confidence.
They realize they can share their faith,
even with strangers on the street. They
become much bolder and much more
likely to share their faith at other times
also. They learn what to say. They develop confidence as gospel-proclaiming believers.
They also learn that many people are
interested in talking about the gospel
with loving, kind, and gentle people. I
have been out scores of times in prayer
stations on streets and in parks, and only
very rarely have I seen any kind of negative or critical response by those who
pass by. Prayer station evangelism fits
the times and provides Christians with a
“soft” and gentle way to approach people with the gospel. Those who participate in this kind of effort realize that there
are seeking souls out there. Confidence
grows.
One woman in our church shared
with me about her experience of sharing her faith with her aged father. She
had taken all the prayer station training and had begun to join with the
groups going out to the streets and
parks. She learned how to share the
gospel and grew in her confidence. I
personally witnessed her spend the
better part of an hour one day with
someone on the street before leading
that person to Christ.
Later on, when her ninety-year-old
father was ill, she began to spend a
great deal of time caring for him. He
was a churchgoer all his life but still did
not understand the way of salvation.
She also led him to Christ not long before his death. She told me that prior
to the prayer station training and practice, she lacked the confidence and
the know-how about how to talk to her
dad about salvation. Prayer station
evangelism equips believers to meaningfully participate in sharing the
gospel in all their relationships.
This method of evangelism is not
only an effective means of evangelism,
but also an effective equipping tool.
Churches and ministries could see
their outreach efforts energized. Our
country is in desperate need of a new
day of evangelism. Large event-oriented evangelism is not as effective or
prominent as it once was. Much of our
world is broken and needy. Prayer station evangelism creates points of light
in our dark world. It is a worthy method
in responding to the Lord’s command
to “preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). ★
(133) 5

Cambodia: A Personal Journey
BY

KENNETH A. SPONSLER

want to focus on the country of Cam- ner of vehicles share the road, from lumbodia itself, particularly my impressions bering trucks piled high with cargo, to
buses, farm vehicles, a few cars, and
from an admittedly all too brief stay.
Our team of eleven landed at the hordes of motorbikes. Motorbikes, or
tourist city of Siem Reap at 10:00 P.M. motos, are indeed the most common
after a twenty-four- form of conveyance, and they are often
hour journey with used for towing carts, wagons, and paslayovers in Atlanta senger carriages (tuk-tuks).
All these vehicles travel at widely
and Seoul, South
Korea. It was an disparate rates of speed, with the reexhausting trip, but sult that passing is almost constant—
it was next to noth- in both directions. I never saw any noing compared to passing zones. The only rule seemed
the months-long to be: if there is space available, take
journeys that previ- it. My heart reached my throat several
ous generations of times when we shared the same lane
missionaries (none with massive, oncoming trucks, but
of them short-ter- our driver handled it all with compemers!) have had to tent unflappability (and the veterans
on the team remained unfazed).
endure.
We arrived in Battambang unscathed,
Siem Reap is the
A muddy portion of highway from Siem Reap to Battambang, with a
focal point of Cam- checked into our hotel, and spent the
cluster of spirit houses for sale at left
bodia’s tourist in- next eight days commuting back and
bang and run by the Christian ministry dustry, as it is close to the colossal tem- forth from the hotel to the Asia’s Hope
Asia’s Hope. Beginning in 2009, teams ple complex of Angkor Wat. We spent campus on the outskirts of town. Time
from our church have been making the first day in-country touring a small there was divided as equally as possible
regular visits to spend time with the portion of this ancient and astounding between the two homes and the fiftychildren. They are missions of encour- site. That too will be the subject of an- some children who live in them. Every
time we arrived on the property, we were
agement and love. In February 2014, I other article to come.
was able to join one of those teams for
The following day, after a brief visit to greeted with the most joyous exubera two-week stay in that country.
Siem Reap’s Old Market, we rode the ap- ance imaginable, and when we left, the
At this writing, there are ten homes on proximately five hours west to good-byes seemed never to end. It was
the property, with two to three more in Battambang. We were blessed to have sheer joy to see the love and excitement
the planning stages. Each residence hired a private bus with the same driver these children consistently display. It
houses up to twenty-five children, with for the majority of our time in Cambodia. never got old for them—or for us.
separate rooms for the boys and girls. A He spoke little English
carefully selected Cambodian Christian (fortunately, one of our
couple serves as the parents for each team members was
home, aided by a small staff of dedicat- fluent in Khmer) and
ed assistants. The children are rescued initially seemed a bit
from life on the streets or from extreme aloof and wary, but he
poverty and (sometimes) abuse and warmed up visibly by
even child trafficking.
the end of our visit.
The need for a safe place to live and The housefathers at
for the basic provisions of life is wide- Asia’s Hope had long
spread around the world. It is especial- conversations with
ly acute in Cambodia, where Asia’s him, most certainly inHope runs two orphanage campuses. cluding the gospel.
In addition to shelter, food, and cloth- We are still praying for
ing, the children are shown the love of his salvation.
Giant statue of a legendary hero,
Jesus and are taught the Word of God
For the two newoverlooking a traffic circle in Battambang
every day. Each housefather has re- bies on the team, the
It was also a joy to see the high qualceived pastoral training and is dedicat- ride to Battambang was our first introed, along with his wife, to raising chil- duction to the vagaries of Cambodian ity of living conditions provided for
dren who will be strong in the Lord.
traffic. The two-lane highway is general- these children. The Asia’s Hope propI will be describing the ministry and ly in good shape except in construction erty is an island of spotless cleanliness
daily life in these homes at greater areas, and the traffic was not especially in an area marked by an abundance of
length in a future article. In this article, I heavy. But it was challenging. All man- destitution. Trash and litter lay scatEVERAL years ago, the church I attend raised funds to build and
support two orphanages in Cambodia,
both part of a growing campus of residences located in the city of Battam-
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Quick Facts About Cambodia
• There are two main seasons: wet
and dry. It is hot (typically in the 90s)
all year round.
• Despite the heat and humidity, most
Cambodian men wear long-sleeved
shirts and long pants.
• The center of the country is occupied
by a massive lake, the Tonle Sap. The
lake’s volume is four times greater in
the wet season than in the dry season.
• Eight centuries ago, Cambodia was
the heart of a powerful empire centered at Angkor Wat.
• The Mekong River descends from
the north, out of China and past
Laos, and is joined by the Tonle Sap
River in Phnom Penh.
• Education is compulsory, but attendance is sporadic, especially
among older children, who often
have to work.
• All university classes are conducted
in English.
• Cambodian cuisine is varied and
delicious. It is similar to Thai but less
spicy.
• The language, Khmer (pronounced
“KMEYE”), is written in a beautiful but
(to Westerners) indecipherable script.
• Christians are a tiny minority, but
their numbers are growing.
• Cambodia needs your prayers!
tered in heavy doses along the roadsides. Grand structures and well-kept
plots alternated regularly with scenes
of absolute squalor. The contrast could
be unnerving.
Similar scenes were observed the entire duration of the final leg of our trip, a
six-hour ride to the capital,
Phnom Penh, via commercial bus.
There the team spent two days visiting
Cambodia’s worst and best, the worst
being the Khmer Rouge sites that made
Cambodia infamous in the late 1970s,
the best being a delightful half day at
Asia’s Hope’s Phnom Penh campus.
The stark contrasts seen elsewhere
seemed magnified in the capital.
Phnom Penh traffic has to be experienced to be believed (although it is
probably no worse than in many other
major cities of the world). Beggars are
everywhere, and they come right up to
vehicles stopped at traffic lights and
rap on the windows, pleading for aid.
We were told that many of them are
running scams.
It was heartrending to see that much
SUMMER QUARTER 2016

of Cambodia is quite backward, even
by the standards of Southeast Asia.
The country is still pulling itself out of
the abyss it was driven into in the
1970s by the Communist Khmer
Rouge regime, when everything Western and modern was systematically
exterminated (not to mention millions
of people). A whole generation was
lost to that horror, and Cambodia is
still reeling from the backlash and effects (although few will talk about it).
The current government, in power for
three decades, is said to be one of the
most corrupt in all Asia.
Economic activity appears to be intense, however, if in a haphazard and
messy sort of fashion. Billboards and
advertisements are everywhere, usually in both Khmer and English, and foreign commodities are in high demand,
from soft drinks to smart phones.
Commercial zoning, such as is common in American cities, does not exist.
Businesses pop up wherever opportunity allows. The country is by no means
affluent on the whole, but there are
many ostentatious pockets of wealth.
There is a feeling of feverishly trying to
catch up with the Western world.
But what are the people like, and how
are they faring spiritually? During such
a brief stay, and with most of our time
spent with those who already know the
Lord, it was difficult to get an accurate
pulse of the country. One characteristic
that marked almost all Cambodians in
their interactions with us was an unfailing politeness and graciousness. This
was especially true of Christians, but it
marked nearly everyone.
By upbringing and identity, the vast
majority of Cambodians are Buddhists. It was difficult to discern how
dedicated most were to this religion or
what they actually believed. Several of
us gradually got the impression, however, that religious practice has taken
a sidelined position and retains influence largely as routine superstition.
A conspicuous bit of evidence for this
can be seen nearly everywhere one
travels in the country. As you ride along
both city streets and rural roads, you
soon notice that almost every residential property or place of business sports
an ornately decorated post or pillar with
a tiny house on a platform. These structures, which can be red, green, gold, or
combinations of colors, are spirit houses. People keep the platforms stocked
with offerings of fruit and other food—
all in the hopes that the spirits will be
content to reside in the provided hous-

es and not bother the people in their
homes or businesses.
I never learned whether it was ancestral or demonic spirits that the people fear, but I devoutly wished I could
tell them there is One who can protect
them infinitely better than any spirit
house! This desperate spiritual need is
just one reason we feel the ministry that
Asia’s Hope (and others like them) is
carrying out is so vital: a generation of
children is being raised who have come
to know the Lord and are grounded in
His Word and love. By God’s grace they
will become an ever-multiplying witness to their countrymen in the next
several decades.
At least that is our prayer and our
hope. The light of the gospel is shining
in Cambodia, and although there is resistance and widespread ignorance, it
can only grow stronger as God’s people are faithful. ★

Our Doctrinal
Statement
1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.
2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.
7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.
8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.
9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.
10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.
—Union Gospel Press Division

(135) 7

The Value of Freedom
BY

ATRIOTISM is a touchy subject in
American culture today. We seem
a little confused about what it means.
We laud the freedoms we have, but we
also look back to the early days of the
United States and see problems such
as slavery. Despite the great documents that we cherish—the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution—we know that in our nation’s
earliest days, not all people were free.
Independence Day is very special in
America, despite our troubled heritage. Most Americans understand
and appreciate the value of the freedoms we enjoy. Many Americans are
alarmed at the erosion of some of
those freedoms, but we still rejoice in
the blessings of living in the United
States of America.
Freedom is precious to Americans.
Even those who are unhappy with
America enjoy the freedom to express
their displeasure. Even in the midst of
our complaints and disappointments,
we are the most fortunate people on
the earth.
America’s founding fathers were far
from perfect, but their insight into the
nature of freedom and the human spirit was far ahead of its time. Since
1776, many wars have been fought
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and many lives lost to preserve our
freedom. It should also be noted that
hundreds of thousands of American
lives have been sacrificed in order to
obtain or preserve freedom for people
of other nations. The overwhelming
generosity of the American people is
rooted in their deep appreciation for
freedom.
Every mature American understands that freedom is not free—it
does not just happen! We also understand that freedom, once gained,
must be maintained. Apathy is the
seed of enslavement. Americans
must be diligent in preserving the
freedoms we enjoy so that future generations will also be able to enjoy
them. We can become disheartened
and uninterested if we feel that the
problems before us are insurmountable. We must be honest in admitting
that there are many problems in
America, especially for those who are
followers of Jesus Christ.
America is becoming increasingly
secular. Many principles of morality
that were commonly held by almost
all Americans a few generations ago
are now considered provincial and
outdated. We now have very fundamental differences about issues of

sexuality, marriage, and even the
sanctity of human life.
While many Americans view the
Bible as the inspired Word of God,
there are also many Americans who
consider the Bible as nothing more
than a collection of myths, fables,
and legends. The Bible has been removed from public schools. In most
universities and colleges, the Bible is
ridiculed, and students who profess
Christian faith are challenged and
scorned. In many instances it seems
that America has moved beyond secularization to the point of being openly hostile to Christianity. How are
Christians to respond and maintain
the freedom they cherish, particularly
freedom of worship and freedom of
expression?
THE FOREMOST FREEDOM
The first thing Christians must do is
fully appreciate their foremost freedom—the spiritual freedom we have in
and through Jesus Christ. No human
being can take this freedom away from
us. No legislature can nullify it. Even if
we are physically enslaved, our spiritual freedom in Christ—freedom from
sin, death, and hell—is still in force.
Jesus said, “Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). The “truth” is not a body
of doctrine or a set of standards. The
“truth” is Jesus Himself. “I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me” (14:6). Jesus is the embodiment of all that is
true, right, and good. Knowing Him
makes us free! “If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed” (8:36).
We tend to focus on our circumstances. Sometimes those circumstances are not good! We may even be
held in captivity, deprived of human
liberty. That circumstance does not alter our spiritual freedom in Christ. No
human being can remove us from our
position in Jesus Christ (John 10:2728). Every Christian must remember
that our foremost freedom is in Christ.
The security we have in Christ is a
blessing beyond description. Christians, however, are naturally concerned about the future of our nation.
Will succeeding generations enjoy

the freedoms we have enjoyed? Will
our children and grandchildren be
able to worship freely, without fear of
persecution? Will future generations
be able to speak God’s truth in their
homes, churches, and pulpits? As
followers of Christ, we must give
careful consideration to our attitudes
and actions as we seek to be both
good Christians and good Americans.
BEING A GOOD CITIZEN
Every follower of Christ should seek
to be a good citizen. We understand
that we have dual citizenship! We are
citizens of the city of God and members of the household of God (Eph.
2:19). We are also citizens of the nation of our birth or naturalization. We
should seek to be good citizens of
both realms. We seek to be good
Christians and good Americans.
The early Christians did not live in a
democracy. Almost all of them lived in
lands occupied by the Romans. The
Jews found this situation to be particularly onerous. They hated the Romans.
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus told
the Jews to love their enemies and pray
for them (Matt. 5:44). He told them that
when they were compelled to go a mile
with someone, they were to go two miles
(vs. 41). This was a reference to a Roman
law that allowed Roman soldiers to
compel anyone to carry the soldier’s
pack for a mile.
Jesus also taught that if a person
was struck on one side of his face, he
should not strike back but should offer
the other cheek to be struck as well
(Matt. 5:39). These teachings caused
some to reject the possibility that Jesus might be their long-awaited Messiah.
The Jews’ hatred for the Romans
who occupied their land was intense
and virulent. Since almost all of the
earliest Christians were Jews who
lived in Israel, they had to rethink their
relationship with the Romans. How
could they balance being Christians
with being subjects of the Roman Empire?
There are numerous passages in the
New Testament in which both Paul and
Peter instruct Christians to be obedient to the rulers and authorities of civil government. In Romans 13:1-7, the
Apostle Paul argued very persuasively
for obedience to civil government. He
exhorted, “Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers” (vs. 1). He reSUMMER QUARTER 2016

iterated that principle in his letter to Titus (Titus 3:1). The Apostle Peter told
the recipients of his first epistle to recognize all authorities and honor all
men (I Pet. 2:13-18).
Paul and Peter wrote at a time when
their readers were living in places ruled
by the Roman Empire. They told the
early Christians to be good citizens!
Their obedience to earthly authorities
would bring honor to the name of
Christ. They were to submit to those
authorities “for the Lord’s sake” (I Pet.
2:13).
Christians in the first century did,
occasionally, find it impossible to be
obedient to the civil authorities. It was
impossible because obedience to civil authorities would have caused them
to be disobedient to God. Peter and
John were told to stop healing people
and preaching about Jesus (Acts 4:1318). That directive stood in direct opposition to the command of Christ
(Matt. 28:19-20). Peter and John had
to be obedient to Christ’s command
(Acts 4:19-20).
SECURING THE FUTURE
Christians in the twenty-first century should do everything in their power
to be obedient to civil authority. There
may, however, be times when our obedience to God takes precedence over
our obedience to human authority.
There are places in North America
where any preaching or teaching that
condemns homosexuality is deemed
“hate speech” and is, therefore, illegal.
Will Christians refrain from preaching
and teaching from passages such as
Genesis 19:1-13, Leviticus 18:22-24,
Romans 1:24-28, and I Corinthians
6:9-10? How will we handle situations
in which we cannot be obedient to
both God and civil authorities?
If Christian influence continues to
wane, and if the secularization of our
nation continues at a rapid pace, it is
very possible that there will come a
time when Christians are forbidden to
preach the gospel or gather for worship. There have been instances in
America in which courts have tried to
take children from Christian parents
because of their beliefs. It is easy to
see that intolerance of Christianity is
on the rise in the United States. How
will followers of Christ react? Is there
a way for us to secure the freedom of
speech and the freedom of worship for
future generations?
Some people ask how things got to

be this way. What happened? How did
it happen so quickly? Many of these
changes came about because Christians simply failed to act. We huddled
in our church buildings and shut out
the world. That sounds very spiritual,
but it was very detrimental to our culture. We failed to stand up for the
Bible, the church, and the teachings of
Christ our Lord.
Christians must be involved if
change is to come. Some say that politics is a scoundrel’s game, and they
may be right; however, politicians set
policy and make laws. There are two
things Christians must do. We must be
informed voters! Many Christians believe that in most elections we merely
get to choose the lesser of two evils.
Even if that is true, how can we bring
about change if we do not at least vote
for that one who is not as bad as the
other one? Find out what candidates
believe. Discover their core values.
Vote for the one who most closely mirrors your Christian values.
Beyond voting, there is another step
in changing things. Become an active
agent for change. Run for office! Despite what we may hear, there are
many dedicated Christians who serve
in government at all levels. Some of
the most influential Christians serve on
local school boards. Rather than just
decry the decline of education, they
have entered the fray to fight the good
fight. God bless them! Consider joining them. Add your Christian influence.
Even if one chooses not to get involved in politics, every Christian must
be involved in this battle for America’s
future. We must be active in our
churches. We must forsake just sitting
in pews and letting everyone else do
the work. We must also dedicate ourselves to having our families—our children and grandchildren—know Jesus
Christ as Lord and Saviour.
Romans 10:14 says, “How then
shall they call on him in whom they
have not believed? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not
heard?” Make sure your family hears
about Jesus and believes in Him. We
pray that we will always enjoy the right
to freedom of speech in our nation, but
even if we do not, Christians must
share the gospel!
Genuine hope for America is found
in the freedom that Christ brings to
those who believe in Him and receive
Him as Saviour and Lord. God bless
America! ★
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Should Christians Engage
Secular Culture to
Evangelize the Lost?
BY

PAUL R. BAWDEN, TH.M.

HE believer in Jesus Christ, living
in this fallen world, is a citizen of
heaven (Phil. 3:20). He has been born
again, or born from above by the Holy
Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ, and
has received the divine nature (II Pet.
1:4). This is the life of God, eternal
life—a new spiritual makeup that includes a new mind, a new emotion,
and a new will. That new mind is actually the mind of Christ (I Cor. 2:16). The
new emotion is God’s love/Christ’s
love (Rom. 5:5), and the new will is
Christ’s will (6:17-18).
With the new mind of Christ, the believer has the capacity to receive God’s
thoughts (through faith) contained in the
Word of God (cf. Rom. 12:2-3; Phil. 4:8).
Relying on the power of the indwelling
Spirit of God, the believer, then, is not involved in impure thoughts and attitudes.
He is not out to gain power, prestige, or
possessions. He keeps from being
proud by submitting to the lordship of
Jesus Christ each day. This means that
the follower of Christ thinks entirely different from one who is not a believer.
At the same time, the believer does
not love the things of the world, nor
does he become involved in the lusts
of the flesh. In the power of the Holy
Spirit, he seeks to love like Christ—unconditionally, sacrificially, with commitment and forgiveness. Again, the
believer loves differently from one who
does not know Christ as Saviour.
Having the will of Christ, the believer’s aim, in the power of the Holy Spirit, is to let Christ be on the throne of his
life so that he is obedient to Him on a
daily basis. As it was with the Apostle
Paul, living, for the believer, means living for Christ and doing His will. This
does not mean that the believer lives a
perfect life, but being in Christ, he is
accepted in Him and has that position
of being clothed in His righteousness
(cf. Isa. 61:10). When he does sin, or
disobeys the Lord, he confesses that
sin to the Lord and is restored to fellowship with Him (I John 1:9). If he
needs to ask someone else’s forgiveness, he is quick to do that. The believer’s daily challenge is to keep sub-
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mitting to Christ so that his life demonstrates the fruit of the Holy Spirit, which
is Christlikeness (Gal. 5:22-23).
When becoming a new creation in
Christ (II Cor. 5:17), it becomes quickly obvious that the believer has an entirely different way of thinking, loving,
and acting than does the unbeliever.
Succinctly stated, the believer lives for
Christ, while the unbeliever lives for
himself (vs. 15).
The believer in Christ—spiritually a
citizen of heaven, born from above,
possessing Christ’s life, able to think, to
love, and to act like Him—is living in an
unholy world, where the culture is totally anti-Christian. It would seem that the
believer should just live for Christ and
let the godless culture go by and go to
hell. Why seek to penetrate such a
world that really hates Christ and hates
believers as well (John 15:18-19)? Indeed, believers should just live in their
little holy huddle.
But the words of Christ jar us back
to reality: “Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations” (Matt. 28:19-20). Add to
that the words of the Apostle Paul:
“Woe is unto me, if I preach not the
gospel!” (I Cor. 9:16).
These words tell us that the believer, a
citizen of heaven, while having the privilege and responsibility to display Christlikeness by obeying the indwelling Holy
Spirit, is exhorted by the Word of God to
penetrate the culture in which he lives
with Christ’s gospel. Everyone outside of
Christ desperately needs it.
Culture needs to be discussed
among Christians, for who makes up
the culture? The answer is people
make up the culture. So a godless culture comes from godless people, who
do not have a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ.
Consider what is produced by Hollywood in the movies and on television.
Who writes the scripts for these various
movies and programs? Obviously, people do, some of whom have depraved
minds. They promote and disseminate
the immorality and wickedness portrayed on the screen. Of course, such
movies and programs attract those who

are also depraved. Really, though, it is a
big moneymaking scheme for the movie
industry.
In addition, consider those who promote abortion, or those who are intent
on changing traditional marriage and the
traditional family. Such godless ideas
are all part of the culture of our day, but
they come from those whose minds are
set against the biblical God, and they will
not submit to His teachings.
There are also those who are trying
to keep faith out of the marketplace.
Anything that has something to do
with God, such as the Ten Commandments, the cross, prayer, or the mention of Jesus, is being systematically
removed from our culture. Again,
these people are attempting to take
God out of our culture because they
do not believe in God. They believe
that God has no place in our culture
and in our government.
Since people make up the culture,
the believer’s responsibility is to be a
witness for Christ to those who do not
know Him (Acts 1:8). It is essential for
believers to live a life that exemplifies
Jesus Christ before unbelievers. The
believer who does not consistently
display the fruit of the Holy Spirit in his
daily life obviously will not be able to
say something to an unbeliever about
God’s love for him. The work the Holy
Spirit does in all believers makes them
“living letters” to everyone (II Cor. 3:2).
The believer who lives a consistently godly life, displaying Christlikeness,
will then be asking the Lord for opportunities to share the love of the Lord
and His gospel. His sharing will depend on the situation in which he finds
himself. Sometimes the believer will
have a one-time encounter with a person, perhaps in a gas station or the
post office.
Recently, I was mailing something at
the local post office. When I found out
how much the cost was to send my envelope, I commented, “Well, that’s not
so bad.” The clerk replied that that was
the first time she had heard that comment today, for others had been quite
negative regarding the cost of shipping
their parcels. I responded by saying that
people have a lot on their minds. She
mentioned that people are not happy. I
answered that Jesus can make us happy. And she responded by saying that
He can make one happy on the inside
and outside. After realizing that she was
a believer, we talked about where she
attended church (it was a church I knew
about) and how great it is to know the

Lord. Certainly, all situations do not turn
out like this, for she happened to be a
believer, which I did not know at first.
But we need to be alert to these onetime encounters.
The believer needs to build relationships with neighbors and friends who
do not know the Lord. I have a neighbor who has helped me with different
things, and I have responded to help
him as well. I was not sure where he
was in his relationship with the Lord,
and one day he told me he was going
to have a knee replacement. I mentioned that I would come to see him in
the hospital. I did, and I had an opportunity to talk to him about the Lord and
find out where he was spiritually.
I remember going to see another
neighbor in the hospital when we lived
in a different city. He was not well, and
I talked to him about the Lord and
asked him if he would like to pray with
me to receive Christ. I told him to repeat after me what I prayed. Although
he could not talk, at the end of the
prayer, he squeezed my hand. I believe
I will see him in heaven someday.
What a privilege the believer has—the
privilege to represent the Saviour by living for Him and sharing His gospel with
those who live in a culture that is no
friend of grace! All of this is done for the
Lord, for the Holy Spirit changes the
hearts of those who trust in Christ and
can then begin to change the culture in
which they live.
Admittedly, it is not always easy to
share one’s faith with an unbeliever. Perhaps believers do not share their faith
because they are afraid they will not
know how to answer difficult questions
that may be asked. That is why there are
at least seven questions the believer
should be aware of. One or more of
these might be asked of him when he
has a conversation with an unbeliever
about his spiritual journey—his relationship with Jesus Christ. If you have
shared the gospel, you may have had
one or more of these questions asked of
you.
1. Will those who have never heard
the gospel of Christ be lost? Romans
1:20 reads, “For the invisible things of
him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse.” Creation gives evidence that there is a Creator God. This
information is not sufficient to save, but
it is sufficient to bring knowledge and
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condemnation. At the same time, everyone outside of Christ is under condemnation just for being a part of a fallen and
sinful human race (John 3:18). The
problem is that there are those who
have rejected the information God has
given the unbeliever. We should not debate the fate of those who have never
heard the gospel, although we should
be concerned about them. The real issue is what each person has done with
what God has revealed that points to
Jesus Christ.
2. Is Jesus Christ the only way to God?
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by me” (John 14:6). Jesus could
make this statement because of who He
is—the God-Man—and what He would
do—His upcoming death, burial, and
bodily resurrection to provide forgiveness of sin for each person who trusts
Him as Saviour. Christ’s bodily resurrection separates Him from all other objects
of faith. Each person has to make a decision to trust in Him.
3. Why do the innocent suffer? This
question assumes that there is anyone
who is innocent. Romans 3:23 states
that everyone has sinned and no one is
innocent. Sin causes suffering, and it
does not play favorites. Suffering can
turn the lost to salvation in Christ, who
has overcome the world (John 16:33).
4. Does God perform miracles? This
question comes down to this: What
kind of God do you believe in? Only
the biblical God is a God of all power
(Isa. 40; Rev. 19:6).
5. Is the Bible full of errors? This question is sometimes asked by the person
who has not even read the Bible. Second Timothy 3:16 tells us that all Scripture is inspired by God. God miraculously used men of old to write the Bible.
This verse refers not only to the Old Testament but also to any of the New Testament that had already been written
and was in the churches. Peter used the
word “scriptures” to refer to the writings
of Paul (II Pet. 3:15-16), which includes
about half of the New Testament. There
is no doubt that the Bible is accurate and
dependable in its message. There is no
contradiction in its doctrine or teaching.
The God of the Bible does not change
(Mal. 3:6), and He cannot lie (Heb. 6:18).
6. Is the Christian experience only psychological? A person needs to consider
upon what He bases his faith. Will he put
his faith in himself or the ideas of men,
which are here today and gone tomorrow? Or does he want to base his faith

on fact? Christianity is true because Jesus Christ has proved who He is by His
death, burial, and bodily resurrection. It
is true that a person may reject who Jesus Christ is and what He has done for
him, but that in no way lessens who Jesus Christ is, the God-Man and Saviour
of the world, and what He has done to
provide eternal salvation through His
cross and resurrection.
7. Will a good moral life get me to
heaven? This question is one to which
many outside of Christ would answer
yes. Some churches teach that there
are human means for receiving eternal
life. Good works are emphasized.
Some teach that certain things must be
added to God’s grace and our faith in
order to be accepted by Christ. Scripture, though, tells us that all have
sinned and come short of God’s glory
or standard of holiness (Rom. 3:23).
Ephesians 2:8-9 tells us that our works
will not provide God’s forgiveness and
eternal life. Each person needs the perfect Saviour, and only Christ has provided that for the believer (I Pet. 2:2425).
Having knowledge of the questions
that unbelievers may ask should give
greater confidence to believers to
share the love of Jesus with them. As
individuals trust Jesus Christ as Saviour, the godless culture will eventually change.
Believers have also felt led of the
Lord to go out and engage the culture
directly—for instance, by picketing at
an abortion clinic. I have done that. I
have also been part of a life-line and
have had eggs thrown at me. Our
signs protected us. Other believers
have joined together to pray outside of
abortion clinics. A number of babies
have been saved. Also, some who
have worked in abortion clinics have
come to know Christ as Saviour and
are being used by the Lord to provide
leadership in ministering to those
needing God’s love and forgiveness.
Other believers feel led to become
part of community groups where they
can have an influence for Christ. Some
become involved in the process to uphold traditional marriage, while other
believers have chosen to run for a local office. Still other believers have run
for state and national offices, were
elected to serve, and are being used
by the Lord to bring His righteousness
to bear on various situations. There are
many followers of Christ who have
produced movies, written and per(Continued on page 15)
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Mount Megiddo:
Guardian of the Jezreel Valley
BY

THE STRATEGIC LOCATION
The site of the biblical city of
Megiddo, known today as Tell elMutesellim, is situated in northern
Palestine on a spur of the Mt. Carmel
range. It lies some twenty-two miles
south-southeast of the modern Israeli
port city of Haifa. Megiddo and the areas surrounding the city were of
tremendous importance in Old Testament times.
Yet mention of the name “Megiddo” is unlikely to elicit any sign of
re c o g n i t i o n a m o n g e v e n C h r i s tians—unless it is given in its compound form, “Armageddon” (a designation found only in Revelation
16:16). This name, derived from the
Hebrew “Har Megiddon” (literally
meaning “Mount of Megiddo”), is
generally recognized even by nonChristians and often feared as a synonym for an apocalyptic end-of-theworld cataclysm.
The name itself, however, refers to a
place, the seventy-foot high “mound”
(tell) or “mount” upon which the city of
Megiddo was built. The site was almost continuously occupied for some
five-and-a-half millennia. Archaeologists Israel Finkelstein and David Ussishkin explained, “It was inhabited
continuously . . . from about 6000 to
around 500 (B.C.)” (“Back to Megiddo,”
Biblical Archaeology Review, January/February 1994). The city apparently went out of existence sometime after that.
Megiddo owed its longevity primarily to its ideal location. “Strategically located, Megiddo controlled one of the
most important military and trade
routes of antiquity, the Via Maris,
which linked Egypt in the south with
Syria, Anatolia and Mesopotamia to
the north and east. The mound overlooks the Via Maris as it emerges from
a narrow pass [the Wadi Arah, the major pass through the Carmel Mountain
range] leading eastward into the
Jezreel Valley” (Finkelstein and
Ussishkin).
Unfortunately for the people of
Megiddo, living in an excellent location had a definite downside. It made
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the city a perfect target for upwardly
mobile minded invaders. Eric H. Cline
framed the problem this way: “Whoever controlled the Jezreel Valley also
controlled, by default, the trade and
traffic through the area, be it of merchants or warriors, nomads or kings.
And control of Megiddo equaled control of the Jezreel [region] . . . As
Pharaoh Thutmose III claimed in the
15th century B.C., ‘Capturing Megiddo is as good as capturing one thousand cities’” (“Why Megiddo?” Bible
Review, June 2000). Controlling trade
with the greatest commercial centers
of the day was a target simply too
tempting to resist.
EXCAVATION HISTORY OF
MEGIDDO
The German Oriental Society, under G. Schumacher’s supervision,
conducted an initial excavation of
ancient Megiddo from 1903 to 1905.
But it was the Oriental Institute of the
University of Chicago that launched
the first significant archaeological
campaign at the site. This work, under the successive directorship of

Clarence S. Fisher, P. L. O. Guy, and
Gordon Loud, continued from 1925
until 1939 when World War II abruptly halted it.
The Oriental Institute’s ambitious
goal was to completely excavate the
mound of Megiddo in twenty-five
years. However, “some idea of the
magnitude of the endeavor is
gained,” wrote Howard F. Vos, “when
we realize that the area of the summit of the tell amounted to about fifteen acres, the slopes composing
thirty-five more; and the stratification extended to a depth of as much
as seventy-two feet.” Vos added that
when “the Oriental Institute excavators made a cut down to bedrock on
the east side of the tell, they identified twenty occupational periods or
strata . . . [and] Though the Chicago
excavators intended to lay bare all
the occupational levels, they managed to cut away only four levels [in
14 years]” (Archaeology in Bible
Lands, Moody).
In the 1960s, Israeli archaeologist
Yigael Yadin engaged in limited work
at Megiddo on behalf of Hebrew

University. Yadin’s primary objective
was to address stratigraphical issues
related to the time of Solomon’s
reign. University of Chicago excavators identified stratum IV as belonging to that period in the tenth century B.C.
Tel Aviv University has sponsored
the most recent excavations at Tell elMutesellim (also called Tell Megiddo)
with Israel Finkelstein and David Ussishkin directing the work. While two
abbreviated seasons were conducted in 1992 and 1993, full seasons
commenced in 1994 and have continued in alternating years. According
to the excavators, this project is intended to be “a long-term, systematic study of Tel Megiddo and its history” (Stern, ed., “Megiddo,” The New
Encyclopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land, Simon &
Schuster).
An in-depth work at Megiddo is
planned because of what seasoned
Israeli archaeologists Finkelstein and
Ussishkin regard as the unique significance of the site. In their article
“Back to Megiddo,” Finkelstein and
Ussishkin assert that, “Tel Megiddo
is widely regarded as the most important archaeological site in Israel
from Biblical times, and as one of the
most significant sites for the study of
the ancient Near East generally.”
They go on to say, “It is the richest
site ever dug in Israel. The history of
the Megiddo excavations is in many
ways the history of Biblical archaeology, its methods and techniques.”
KING SOLOMON’S
FORTIFICATIONS
Megiddo has indeed yielded an
“embarrassment of riches” for archaeologists digging up its ancient past.
The site’s twenty strata have revealed
massive fortifications, a Canaanite altar (or “high place”), and temples
(complete with sacrificial bones). Also
found among the many treasures was
a hoard of almost 400 ivories, the socalled “Megiddo Ivories,” and a great
water system that ranks among the
most impressive in Israel. These are
but a few of the “trove of archaeological treasure that illuminates the history of the entire ancient Near East”
(Finkelstein and Ussishkin).
Some of the most significant discoveries related to Scripture, however,
are dated primarily to the building program of King Solomon. Of special note
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(based on I Kings 9:15-19) is the light
archaeology sheds on Solomon’s goal
to make Megiddo, Hazor, and Gezer
key administrative centers outside
Jerusalem. These were to be chief fortified cites in Israel, capable of accommodating very large units of chariots and horses.
The verdict of archaeologists about
Megiddo’s significance is clear. The
Archaeological Study Bible (ASB)
states it this way: “Most scholars concur that there is archaeological evidence for building activity during the
tenth century B.C. at Hazor, Megiddo
and Gezer. First Kings 9:15 specifies
that Solomon fortified these cities, and
evidence indicates that he did so
through the use of casemate walls, a
new defensive structure employing a
double wall. The work in these cities
made use of ashlar masonry and displayed similar facades, dimensions
and designs. The cities also featured
six-chambered gates, with three
chambers on each side of a gateway”
(Kaiser and Garrett, eds., Zondervan).
At Megiddo, the six-chambered city
gate and casemate wall were unearthed in level VA-IVB, the Solomonic period.
Regarding the significance of these
discoveries in relation to the Bible, the
ASB concludes that “this evidence is
of enormous importance for establishing the historicity of Solomon’s reign.
Today, some scholars argue that the
Biblical account is at best an exaggeration and at worst a complete fiction.
The excavation of the cities of I Kings
9:15 helps to demonstrate that the age
of Solomon was precisely as the Bible
describes it.”
THE FABLED STABLES OF
SOLOMON
Excavators, from the beginning of
their work at Megiddo, had hoped to
find evidence of stables in Solomon’s
chariot cities, among which was
Megiddo (cf. I Kings 9:15, 19). And indeed, Alfred J. Hoerth wrote, “When
the site of Megiddo was excavated in
the 1930s, archaeologists found
structures they identified as stables
built to house some of Solomon’s
chariot force. The buildings were divided by pillars into three aisles. The
excavators assumed that horses had
been quartered in the outer two rows”
(Archaeology and the Old Testament,
Baker).
However, after Yigael Yadin reexam-

ined the site in the 1960s, he arrived at
a different conclusion. As T. C. Mitchell
explained, “Yadin’s investigations
have shown that these stables date
from the latter part of level IV (IVA),
which was probably rebuilt after the
destruction of the Solomonic city by
[Pharaoh Shishak]. The stables are
therefore very probably the work of
Ahab, who is known from the Annals
of Shalmaneser to have had a chariot
force of 2,000 vehicles” (Douglas,
ed.,“Megiddo,” The Illustrated Bible
Dictionary, InterVarsity).
Howard Vos agrees that “the
[Megiddo] stables are commonly assigned to Ahab.” Nevertheless, as he
notes, “Scripture clearly says that
Solomon designed this site to house
horses and chariots.” Therefore, concludes Vos, “It is possible that
Solomon designed the stable compounds and that they were rebuilt by
Ahab.”
The greater question for some archaeologists is whether or not these
structures served as stables at all.
Some were clearly used as storehouses as was the case at Beersheba. The
design of the buildings made them
suitable for a variety of purposes. In
the case of those uncovered at Megiddo, however, the following conclusion
was reached: “Examination of the
buildings by horse specialists revealed several indications that they
functioned as stables, such as marks
of cribbing on the inner lip of some of
the troughs and signs of pawing on the
outside surface of the base of a trough
facing the side aisle” (Finkelstein and
Ussishkin).
In all of Solomon’s extensive building projects, from the city of Jerusalem
with its magnificent temple to the stables of chariot cities like Megiddo,
David’s son and successor lifted the
young nation of Israel to new heights.
As the ASB states, “Both the Bible and
archaeology suggest that Solomon’s
reign was a time of great prosperity
and significant cultural transition. The
nation progressed from being a confederation of shepherds and peasants
to becoming a nation-state with international trade and urban centers that
transcended traditional tribal boundaries” (“Ancient Peoples, Lands, and
Rulers: The Builders Activity of
Solomon”). ★
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Christian Camping:
A Life-Changing Experience
BY

PHILIP J. LESKO

UR son had spent one summer
working at a Christian horse ranch
camp, and he told us he wanted to live
at the camp and finish high school
there. My aunt Helen had paid for two
weeks of camp for him two years before, and he had remembered the camp
when he was looking for some place to
go to get away from the circle of bad
friends with whom he had become enmeshed—and a place where he could
endeavor to quit smoking. That was the
one addiction he still needed to break.
So he asked us to call the camp to
inquire about joining their staff. They
responded that with sixty horses, they
always needed help to care for them.
The camp director agreed to
take John on for
the summer, and
we drove him up
to the camp. Did
I mention that it
was in Canada?
It was quite a distance from our
home, but it was
worth it to help
our son.
The summer
went well for him.
John asked the
camp director to
take him on as
his “Timothy.”
Then, at the end
of the summer, he asked to stay on at
the camp, living there and caring for
the horses and attending the local
public school.
We looked into it and found out we
would have to pay over five thousand
dollars because we were not Canadian
citizens. It was a lot of money at that
time, but we agreed to make the attempt. As we were leaving the house to
go to Buffalo and the Canadian consulate, we received a phone call. A widow we had contacted through a literature ministry asked whether we had a
need. We explained about the camp
and the school fee. She said, “I’ll pay
it,” and she did. The Lord supplied our
need, and the camp changed our son’s
life. He went on to attend a Christian
college that he heard about through the
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camp. While in college, he worked
summers and holidays at the camp.
The camp was based on firm biblical principles. There were devotions
and chapel services with good Christian speakers. The camp director and
his three sons and daughter and their
spouses ran the place. They were
great role models. One of the sons had
played professional hockey, and the
son-in-law had been a professional
football player.
As we got to know the family, we saw
that they had struggles and trials, but
they were faithful to their calling of running a Christian camp ministry.
That is the way it is. Christian camp

ministry is a difficult ministry to maintain. Responsibilities include the physical plant, buildings, landscaping,
pool, machinery, and roads; staff to recruit, train, and supervise; food to prepare; the spiritual atmosphere to create and foster. The campers’ fees
never cover the cost of running the
camp, so there is support to raise and
budgets to balance. Speakers have to
be lined up and governmental regulations met. It takes a special kind of
person to run a Christian camp.
The rewards are eternal. It is often at
camp that young people decide to follow Jesus. They decide to go to Christian college. They decide to resist the
temptation to smoke, drink, and do
drugs. They decide to maintain purity
of life. These decisions made around

the campfire at camp last a lifetime.
Camp may only last a week or two, but
the words of the speakers and counselors stay with the kids as they grow
up.
I remember being a counselor at a
camp for disadvantaged teens when I
was in college. An older counselor who
was going to a Bible college said to a
group of us that his goal was to have “a
working knowledge” of the Bible. I have
remembered that for fifty years and
made decisions based upon it.
Camps can be simple or elaborate.
A couple of men took another of my
sons with some other boys to a local
state park that had a nice lake. They
took canoes and learned how to paddle them, right them when capsized,
and a lot of other things about caring
for and using them. They lived in tents
for the week and roughed it. Our son
forgot his toothbrush, so when we
picked him up to bring him home, he
was grinning from ear to ear, but the
smile was somewhat green!
Kids have a need for adventure. At a
certain age, it becomes very important. You really do not want them finding it in the city running with a criminal
gang. It is much better to engineer adventure by sending them to a Christian
camp. Some camps have white-water
rafting, zip lines, wilderness hiking,
and other forms of crazy thrills.
The adventures kids have while
camping gives them self-confidence
and the assurance that they can handle
situations that may come up in life.
They have not only dealt with physical
challenges like climbing a mountain
and camping in a tent on the top of it,
but they have also met a lot of other
kids from different backgrounds and
made friends with them. They have
compared their situations at home,
school, and church, and found out that
they are normal and part of a group that
has similar situations. Their parents are
just as strict. Their siblings are just as
weird. The children socialize at camp
and develop personal skills they will
need and can transfer to other aspects
of life.
My philosophy is that children need
to be surrounded by good, godly Christian adults, all telling them the same
good things that their parents are telling
them at home. This does not just happen. It has to be planned and engineered. Parents can take their children
to church, regular services, and all the
activities that fit the child’s age-group.
This would include interchurch rallies.

Then they can put them in Christian
school and send them to Christian college. In the summer, the best activity for
surrounding them with Christian adults
is Christian camp. It may be a day camp
sponsored by a church or a county
youth organization. It may be a residential camp for kids that is local or at
some distant location. It could even be
in an exotic location like the Grand
Canyon or the seashore. Camps can be
at a college campus where the emphasis is on music, science, or sports. My
one son took his family to a camp that
specialized in meeting the needs of the
whole family, including day care for toddlers and babysitting for the youngest.
In any case, the point is to put children
in the same place as Christian adults,
because they will take a role model from
someone. You want that person to be a
Christian of good character.
I have read that the strongest form
of persuasion is a role model. Why do
you think that to sell toothpaste, advertisers show a smiling person happily brushing and then announcing
that it tastes good and keeps away
cavities? The person in the commercial is young and energetic. We all say
that we want to be like that person, so
we will use that toothpaste.
At Christian camps, there are young
people from Christian colleges performing the duty of counselors. To
twelve-year-olds, these twenty-yearolds are the epitome of who they want
to be. They want to dress like them, talk
like them, walk like them, and so on.
It can be expensive to send your children to camp, but there are ways to
meet the expense. You could plan all
year and save a little bit each week. Your
children could save up for it. Some
churches sponsor young people who
attend summer camp. When my mother died, we put the memorial gifts in a
camp fund because she had been
saved at a camp up in the Helderberg
Mountains of New York when she was
in college.
We have found that when we step
out in faith, the Lord supplies our
needs. Also, we have experienced that
after a few years of paying for camp
and getting to know the people in
charge, we have had our child put on
the staff. Our youngest son worked as
a dishwasher and spent the whole
summer at camp.
Our daughter spent a summer at a
horse ranch camp with her brother,
doing cleaning chores. She still got to
ride the horses and swim in the pool.
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An interesting incident occurred when
she was a few years older and had accompanied us on a missions trip to a
Navajo Indian reservation. We were at
a rodeo, and I mentioned that our
daughter knew how to ride a horse.
They had to see it for themselves and
put her on an Indian pony. She proceeded to ride it all through the sagebrush-covered landscape.
Missions trips can be a form of
Christian camping, and I feel that they
prepare young people in their lives by
helping them feel secure away from
home. The possible difference between missions trips and Christian
camping would be in the distance
traveled and the greater sense of purpose in missions.
Besides a need for adventure, children have a need for independence.
Parents should protect their children
from the harmful and destructive influences of the world, but sometimes parents smother their children. In order to
give children some independence and
still protect them, we can take them to
a Christian camp, drop them off, kiss
them, and drive away, waving out the
window. They think they are on their
own, but we know that a capable staff
is keeping an eye on them every minute
of the day and night.
When we pick them up again, they
are so happy to see us and thankful
that they survived, but their horizons
are expanded, and they view their
home with new respect. A principle is
at work here. If you let your kids go,
they will always come home. If, however, we try to hold them too closely
and they have to break away, they will
not come home. That is why it is necessary to foster safe, engineered independence. Camping does that.
One family I know paid a camp to put
their daughter on the staff for the summer. She thrived, went to Christian college, met a fine Christian boy, got married, has a Christian home and ministry,
and sends her kids to the same camp.
It is generational. Start a tradition.
Our own children went to the camp
where my wife and her sister attended
as teenagers. If you are a grandparent,
help pay the costs. If you are an aunt
or uncle, invest in a niece or nephew.
Some time ago a missionary who
was a native Russian and had served
in their military went back with his wife
and family to one of the former Soviet
Republics to do evangelism and start
churches. An integral part of his program was a week of camp on the

shores of Lake Baikal. Decisions,
training, and personal counseling are
all part of Christian camping.
Missionaries the world over use Christian camping for young children, teens,
and older adults to draw people away
from the distractions of the world to focus on the eternal truths of the Bible.
With more distractions now than ever
before, it is imperative for us to get our
kids away from all the electronic devices
and to present them with the claims of
the gospel and the essential life decisions that have to be made. Their lives
will be changed for all eternity. ★

Should Christians Engage Secular
Culture to Evangelize the Lost?
(Continued from page 11)

formed music, and written books that
promote a Christian witness with biblical values.
No follower of Jesus Christ should become complacent and isolate himself to
his little circle of Christian friends while
complaining about what is happening in
the godless culture around him. This can
only lead to the believer feeling superior
in his own spirituality. To keep from
falling into such complacency and a
prideful attitude, which is not pleasing to
the Lord, each believer needs to see
people as Jesus does—“when he saw
the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted
(were distressed), and were scattered
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd”
(Matt. 9:36). Jesus saw people in their
different conditions as needing His love
and grace—His gospel. Is that how you
and I see people without Christ?
To keep the vision of Christ, the believer needs to be a person of prayer.
Christ urged His disciples (and us) to
pray that the Lord would “send forth
labourers into his harvest” (Matt. 9:38).
That means that the believer is to be
the answer to his own prayers, praying
for opportunities to share his faith
while praying for others he knows who
need the Saviour. The believer should
also be praying for believers in leadership locally, statewide, and nationally.
So pray! Engage in opportunities
God gives you to share your faith. Let
Christ change the culture through you
and other believers and those who
come to know Him. ★
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The Days of Creation
BY

JACK RIGGS, TH.D.
natural. Both progressive creationists
and theistic evolutionists include God
in a process that simply does not allow
for His role as the omnipotent Lord of
all things.

ERE the Genesis 1 days of Creation long periods of time or six
literal, twenty-four-hour days? This
question has raised issues and lively
debates, which often produce more
heat than light. Nonetheless, Christians have an obligation to know what
the biblical account tells us about
God’s sovereign work of creation, including the significance of the time in
which His creative acts took place.

W

DAY-AGE THEORY
The Day-Age theory proposes that
the six days of Genesis 1 were long periods of time, possibly millions of years
in length. Credence is given to the assumption of some scientists that the
earth is four to five billion years old.
Several reasons are given to support this theory. First, the Hebrew
word yom, translated “day” (cf. Gen.
1:5), is used in some instances in
Scripture to refer to a long period of
time.
Second, the creative acts would have
needed more than twenty-four-hour
days. For example, on the third day,
plants and trees appeared fully matured
with their “seed” for reproduction (Gen.
1:12). The normal development of
plants to maturity requires much more
than a twenty-four-hour day.
Third, the creation of the sun on the
fourth day (Gen. 1:14-19) suggests
that the first three days were long pe16 (144)

riods of time.
Fourth, Hebrews 4:3-10 seems to
refer to God’s Sabbath as an indefinite
period of time (Gen. 2:1-3). If the seventh day was an age, the first six must
also have been ages.
Fifth, Peter’s statement in II Peter
3:8 that “one day is with the Lord as a
thousand years, and a thousand years
as one day” is a formula that supports
the theory. Therefore, each day of
Genesis 1 could well have been a
thousand years in duration.
Many Day-Age theorists, but not all,
are also progressive creationists, or
theistic evolutionists. Progressive creationists view God creating the major
types of animal and plant life, then using the process of evolution to develop
the enormous varieties of life forms we
observe today. This required a much
longer time span than six literal days.
Theistic evolutionists propose that
God worked through the process of
evolution almost exclusively to bring
life from its simplest forms to complex
and mature levels. This process necessitated long periods of time. Genesis 1 was only written to show God as
the Creator.
The theory of evolution asserts that
the process of all life from the simplest
forms to their complex higher level
was through chance and survival over
time. Evolution by definition is purely
naturalistic and rules out the super-

LITERAL DAY VIEW
The Literal Day view of Creation interprets the days of Genesis 1 as six
normal, ordinary, twenty-four-hour
days. These were six conse cutive
days in which God supernaturally, directly, and immediately created all
things.
There are five major arguments for the
Literal Day view. First, the vast majority
of the occurrences of the Hebrew term
yom, translated “day” in the Old Testament, refer to a twenty-four-hour day.
The term “day” is also used in certain instances of a longer period of time, such
as the “day of the Lord” in Isaiah 2:12.
The term “day” refers to the twelvehour period of daylight four times in the
Creation account (Gen. 1:5, 14, 16, 18).
In Genesis 2:4, the word “day” refers to
the entire Creation week. The context
always determines the precise usage of
the word in a specific Scripture text.
Second, the linkage of a numerical
adjective restricts the meaning of “day”
to a twenty-four-hour period. Consequently the references to “the first day”
(1:5), the “second day” (vs. 8), and so
on denote normal twenty-four-hour
days. Also, the words “Day” and
“Night” only have meaning as parts of
a literal one-day period (vss. 5, 14).
Third, the phrase “the evening and
the morning” attached to each of the
six days points to literal days. The
phrase denotes the twenty-four-hour
cycle of the earth rotating on its axis in
reference to a fixed astronomical light
source. A temporary local source of
light outside of the earth was created
on day one to begin the day/night cycle (Gen. 1:3-4).
This temporary light source provided the vegetation created on day three
with the necessary energy for subsistence and growth (Gen. 1:11-13). On
day four, the sun was created and became the fixed astronomical light
source (vss. 16, 19).
Fourth, the term “days” is connected
with the term “years” in Genesis 1:14.
Days and years have fixed durations;

otherwise, both terms would be meaningless. The creation of the sun on the
fourth day does not mean the first three
days were indefinite time periods. The
length of each of the first three days, as
well as all successive days, was determined by the Creator. The sun is used
to calibrate the length of days and
years, which God Himself fixed.
Second Peter 3:8 does not say that
one day “is” a thousand years, but
rather that one day is “as” a thousand
years with the Lord. God’s relation to
time must not be equated with our relation to time. Whether it is a single day
or a thousand years, both are in reality the same with Him. In addition, the
context of verse 8 deals with Jesus
Christ’s second coming, not Creation.
Fifth, the six days of work followed
by a seventh-day Sabbath provides a
pattern for the cycle of work and rest
for man. Israel was instructed in the
fourth commandment to observe a
seventh-day Sabbatical rest from her
six days of work (Exod. 20:11). The
days of this commandment would
have been understood as literal days.
If God’s days of Creation were not the
same in length as the days in the fourth
commandment, the language of the
text is rendered meaningless.
OBJECTIONS TO THE LITERAL
DAY VIEW
Critics of the Literal Day view argue
that Adam would have needed more
than twenty-four hours to name the
major types of animals, experience
loneliness and the need of a mate, undergo surgery, and then meet and marry Eve.
Adam named all the beasts of the
field and the birds of the air (Gen.
2:19). This probably involved assigning the name for each “kind” of bird
and land animal. The number of original Genesis kinds would have been
significantly less than the huge number of varieties of breeds existing today. Adam’s finite mind was unaffected at that time by the corruption of the
Fall (3:6). He no doubt was brilliant and
could have performed the task within
twenty-four hours.
We must remember too that God
was involved in this taxonomic process, for He brought every beast of the
earth and bird of the air to Adam to be
named (Gen. 2:19).
Adam would not have needed more
than a literal day to become aware of
his loneliness and need for a companSUMMER QUARTER 2016

ion. He would have known that God
created all life to reproduce itself, especially as he named the various kinds
of animals. It became clear that his
companion was yet to be created by
the Lord.
Adam’s surgery with its divine anesthesiology was part of God’s creative
work (Gen. 2:21-22). God’s surgical
procedure was unquestionably distinct from current medical practice!
Adam went to sleep and then awoke
minutes, or even seconds, later having
undergone surgery without any pain or
effects from anesthesia. The Lord presented Eve to Adam (vss. 22-23), who
recognized her origin, named her, and
took her for his wife.
Another common objection to the
Literal Day view, which proponents of
the Day Age theory use, is that God is
still resting from His work of creation
according to Hebrews 4:1-11. The argument is that if the seventh day is a
long period, so then are the previous
days. But the context of Hebrews 4
draws upon God’s Sabbath rest, following the completion of His creative
work, to make a spiritual application to
the eternal rest of salvation. Believers
have ceased from all their human efforts to be saved by trusting in Christ
alone for their salvation, thus entering
into the kingdom of God, which is like
an eternal Sabbath rest.
The evening/morning formula is not
mentioned with regard to the seventh
day (Gen. 2:1-3), but the numeral adjective “seventh” does appear three
times in the text. God does not need
rest, for He never faints or feels weary
(Isa. 40:28-29). Man needs the physical and spiritual refreshment and
restoration of the Sabbath Day. The
Sabbath was instituted for man’s benefit (Mark 2:27).
INSTANTANEOUS CREATION AND
THE APPEARANCE OF AGE
Those who hold to the Literal Day
view see God working through “fiat,”
meaning a decree, to create a mature
creation instantaneously. The direct
and immediate effect of God’s creative
word is stated emphatically in Psalm
33:6: “By the word of the Lord were the
heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath of his mouth.” And
again in verse 9: “For he spake, and it
was done; he commanded, and it
stood fast.”
The heavens and the earth were created on day one out of nothing (Heb.

11:3), meaning without previously existing materials. The very nature of the
case points to an instantaneous act of
creation.
God’s creative words resulted in the
immediate appearance of light (Gen.
1:3), plant life (vss. 11-12), aquatic life
(vss. 20-21), land animals (vss. 24-25),
and man (1:26-27; 2:7).
The idea of a divine, sudden creative
act is found elsewhere in Scripture. In
Numbers 17:7-10, Aaron’s rod, a stick
cut from an almond tree, was placed
in the tabernacle. The next morning
the dead stick had budded, blossomed, and yielded almonds within
the space of a few hours.
The vast majority of Christ’s miracles were sudden occurrences revealing His glory as the Creator (Col. 1:16).
For example, He healed a man of congenital blindness immediately (John
9:6-7). Jesus took five loaves of barley
bread and two fish and multiplied
them instantly to feed 5,000 people
(6:9-13). He immediately cast a multitude of demons out of a man who was
tormented physically and mentally by
them (Luke 8:27-35).
The suddenness of God’s creative
activity means that things were created with the appearance of age, fully
functional, mature, and able to fulfill
their purposes. This was not deceptive, for God told us what He did. The
sudden occurrence of things with the
appearance of age can even be found
in the miracles cited above.
Aaron’s rod that budded appeared
as a full-grown branch. The man healed of congenital blindness could see
as though born with normal eyesight.
The barley loaves and fish were multiplied so that what had not existed before came into existence. The man out
of whom a multitude of demons was
cast appeared mentally sane afterward, as though he never had a history of demon possession.
The capstone of God’s Creation was
the instantaneous creation of Adam
and Eve with the appearance of age
(Gen. 1:27; 2:7, 22). They were mature
adults who were able to think and reason, communicate, and be joined together in marriage all on one literal
day.
CONCLUSION
God chose six days in which He displayed the glory of His omniscience
and sovereign power by creating all
things directly and immediately. ★
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Who Is to Blame?
BY

LAME! It involves conflict and
strong words. It stirs up strife
and causes rifts in our relationships.
Despite the problems it causes, we
are so quick to blame others. Deep
down we know that it will do no one
any good. Blaming others certainly
does not help, and yet we continue to
do it. It seems to be part of human nature, something we cannot shake off
easily.
Blame is a human characteristic
that goes back in time all the way to
the Garden of Eden in the Bible. It is
interesting that the Bible does not
cover up our faults but paints a picture of the raw reality of the way we
are. When the Bible paints a picture
of us, it tells it like it is, warts and all.
When God spoke with our ancestors
Adam and Eve, He spoke with disappointment in His voice: “Hast thou
eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not
eat?” (Gen. 3:11).
Adam and Eve’s responses were
filled with blame. Adam blamed Eve,
saying, “The woman whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat” (Gen. 3:12). Eve
blamed the serpent. She said, “The
serpent beguiled me, and I did eat”
(vs. 13). They did not want to take responsibility for their own sin. Sin had
marred the pure and divine setting in
the garden, and the blame game was
set in motion. Something was terribly
wrong!
Why do we resort to blame? We
blame others because we do not
want to acknowledge our own sin. It
is a short-term remedy for the mistakes we have committed, and it
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temporarily hides us from the consequences of our own sins. The question we need to ask ourselves is, Can
we really hide our sins from God?
How long can we really deny the
truth about ourselves? At some time
we have to deal with the guilt of our
own sins. Blame only provides a
temporary shelter from the reality of
our sins.
Another way to look at this would
be to consider blame as emerging
from a heart filled with pride. True humility takes the first step to quickly
acknowledge one’s own sin. The
Pharisees in the Bible were so
pompous in their religious pretense
of humility that they could never acknowledge their sins. In dealing with
Jesus, they attacked Him constantly
because of their pride. They could
not see their own sins. Their pride
had blinded them to their own misdoings.
The answer to pride is a humble
heart. In Psalm 90, the psalmist says,
“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling
place in all generations” (vs. 1). When
we have this kind of attitude, we do not
seek to blame others. It is an acknowledgement that God has been
with us all this time, and despite our
mistakes, He has taken care of us and
protected us.
Blame is also marked with deception. The one who blames another is
deflecting possible accusations
away from himself. However, in doing
so, he is not being honest about what
he himself has done. The Prophet
Isaiah spoke about God’s blessing
that will come upon His people when
they stop doing wrong things.

Among these wrong things is listed
the pointing “of the finger” (Isa. 58:9).
This is a gesture that can indicate accusations (as well as contempt) toward others.
It is easy for us to blame others
and make false accusations against
others rather than take the blame for
ourselves; however, it is the one with
true moral and spiritual courage who
is willing to take the blame himself
even if he has to deal with difficult
consequences. Someone has said
that when we point a finger at someone else, we must remember that the
other four fingers are pointing back
at us.
We all know very well the story of
how the disciple Peter denied Jesus.
He would be repentant, and Jesus
said, “When thou art converted,
strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:32).
Peter would not resort to blame but realized his sin. Jesus saw the potential
in the repentant fisherman as well as
his place in building His church after
He was gone. Peter was to be a source
of blessing to the disciples as they labored to carry on the work that Jesus
had begun.
Blaming is easy. We do not have to
think much about it. It is often the
first thing that comes to mind when
we are caught with our hands in the
proverbial cookie jar and exposed in
our sin! The opposite of blame is personal confession of wrongdoing.
This takes moral and spiritual
courage. Unlike Judas, who was
filled with remorse and committed
suicide after he had betrayed his
Lord, we find Peter, who “remembered the word of Jesus, . . . and

wept bitterly” (Matt. 26:75).
Earlier in Scripture, David repented of his sin with Bath-sheba (II Sam.
11—12; Ps. 51). The path to his
restoration was his penitence.
Blame really does not get us anywhere. It digs a deeper hole, and we
g e t b o g g e d d o w n v e r y q u i c k l y.
There comes a time in that process
when we find that we are in too deep
to get out unscathed. The moral of
the story for us then is to repent
quickly and to stop pointing the finger at others.
Very recently I heard an interesting
sermon at church that talked about
the woman taken in adultery (John
8:1-11) and brought before Jesus so
that He would join in their blame
game. After all, she had broken the
law. Her accusers knew the law very
well and were determined to follow
the Law of Moses. They wanted to
trap Jesus into condemning her.
Jesus turned that blame game into
one where the woman was restored.
Jesus’ example shows that blame
is best replaced quickly by worship.
Instead of being quick to blame others, we are called to restore broken
lives. In the process we are called to
worship the God who delights in
restoration (cf. John 15:10).
Blame forgets that we too were
once restored by our Lord Jesus when
we received Him into our hearts and
our lives. He forgave us and does not
bring up our sins before us anymore.
They are forgotten. That is the greatness of His mercy. Is it not then imperative for us as His children to do the
same for our fellow brothers and sisters? The opposite of blame is compassion and mercy.
Every time we are tempted to blame
someone for something, let us remember to bury the hatchet. We dare
not forget that we ourselves were forgiven for our own sins, and we should
show the same compassion to others.
This theme comes across over and
over again in the Gospel accounts.
The text of Matthew 18 is one example. Compassion is the antidote to
blame.
Jesus showed us deep compassion. We are called to follow in the
footsteps of Jesus. Cruel words of
blame can be replaced with words of
compassion, for they reflect the heart
of our Lord. ★
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What’s in a Word?
Merciful
BY

DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

MONG several passages, we can
find our word in the parable of
the Pharisee and the publican (Luke
18:9-14) on the lips of the publican
(tax collector). It is a parable Jesus
told to some who trusted in their selfperceived righteousness to be “in”
with God. It seems clear that Jesus
had the Pharisees in mind; the description fits the group as a whole,
and one of the two characters in the
story is a Pharisee.
Jesus contrasted the prayers of the
two men by displaying the pride and
contemptuousness of the Pharisee as
he reminded God of just how perfect a
specimen of a man he was. He then
showed how the publican confessed
to God his sinful condition. The Pharisee saw himself as exhibit “A” of what
a person should be compared to
everyone else, especially the tax collector. One senses venom dripping
from his lips as he reminded God of
the gulf between himself and this despised human being standing at a distance.
Following the Pharisee’s verbal résumé for God to consider, the tax collector spoke to God with a far different
attitude that saw nothing inside himself worthy of mention except the fact
that he was a sinner in need of God’s
mercy. When he spoke, he did not
even dare assume the posture of
prayer that was common in Israel,
eyes and arms lifted to heaven, but
beating his breast, said, “God be merciful to me a sinner” (Luke 18:13). He
literally called himself “the sinner.” As
the Pharisee saw himself unique in
righteousness, so the tax collector
saw himself unique in sin.
The word “merciful” comes from the
Greek word hilaskoma, which in its
various forms is found translated “propitiation” (hilasterion) (Rom. 3:25;
I John 2:2; 4:10), “reconciliation” (Heb.
2:17), and “mercyseat” (Heb. 9:5). Embedded in this word group is the idea
of God showing mercy toward sinners
by making atonement for them.
In the Old Testament, the tabernacle
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and temple had behind the veil the ark
of the covenant, the top of which was
called the mercy seat. Once a year on
the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16), the
high priest would sprinkle the blood of
an animal sacrifice on the mercy seat,
which would cover the sins of God’s
people until the next Day of Atonement. When Jesus came as the Lamb
of God, His shed blood ended the
yearly ritual. The atonement for sin
was blood-bought in both Testaments, though only the sacrifice of
Christ had eternal effects.
To have forgiveness of sins is to have
admitted to God what the publican did,
and to receive God’s mercy and salvation. There is nothing a person can bring
to God that results in forgiveness except
one’s own sins, a contrite heart, and the
faith to believe. Boasting is not allowed
before God, except in the cross of Christ
(Gal. 6:14).
Looking at the content of the parable more closely, we find that the two
men went up to the temple to pray
(Luke 18:10). Bible scholar Kenneth
Bailey in his commentary on this parable says that at that time there were
two prayer (worship) services a day at
the temple: one in the early morning
about dawn and the other at three in
the afternoon. Such services were
public times of worship when atonement sacrifices were made, while outside the temple the people prayed
(vss. 8-10) (Jesus Through Middle
Eastern Eyes, InterVarsity).
So the service depicted in the parable was a service of atonement for sin,
which certainly fits the prayer and
heart-desire of the tax collector. He
was earnestly asking God to make
atonement for his sins, and as a result
of that prayer, he went down from the
temple mount to his home justified.
Pharisee-like attitudes have persisted until our time, when what is needed is more of the heart-felt contrition
and humility of the publican. Each of
us must ask which man most resembles us and then do what needs to be
done. ★
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Sermon
The Rationale for Pentecost:
Acts 2:14-28
BY

J.A. LITTLER, M.DIV.

HE book of Acts serves as an
amazing record of God’s work
among early Christians. It is the only
book of history within the New Testament, and it was written by Luke as
part two of a two-volume letter to
Theophilus, who was possibly an influential and prominent man in Roman
society.
In the first couple chapters of Acts
leading up to our specific focus of
study, we find the disciples of Jesus
undergoing an important learning
process. Before Jesus ascended into
heaven, He corrected His followers regarding their expectations of the future kingdom and God’s eschatological (future events) plan.
Nevertheless, these first disciples
obeyed Jesus’ instructions to wait in
Jerusalem for the promised arrival of
the Holy Spirit. This arrival, during the
Jewish Feast of Pentecost, revealed
the truth and ultimate validity of the
gospel. By giving the early disciples
the ability to speak in foreign languages, the Holy Spirit used those disciples to communicate the gospel to
thousands of Jews gathered at
Jerusalem. These Jews, who came
from a variety of countries, were
shocked that uneducated people from
Galilee would have the ability to speak
their languages.
Sadly, not everyone recognized the
great spiritual implications of what
they were witnessing. Many in the audience mocked them and claimed that
the Christ-followers gathered in
Jerusalem were “full of new wine”
(Acts 2:13). They erroneously assumed that the disciples were drunk
and wildly spurting out random sentences.
Responding to their claims and to
the subsequent disruption this
caused among the gathered Jews,
the Apostle Peter stood up and addressed the source of confusion. As
we will see from our primary text,
Acts 2:14-28, Peter boldly executed
his role as one of the early church’s
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main leaders and employed Scripture in his defense of the Holy Spirit’s
miraculous work. God used His servant Peter to compel many of the
Jews in Jerusalem, some of which
participated in Jesus’ crucifixion, to
confess Jesus Christ as Saviour.
As we examine Acts 2:14-28, we will
consider three things in particular: the
perception of Christ-followers, the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy, and the importance of the resurrection of Christ.
Indeed, much can be said about each
of these concepts, and whole books
have been written about each one. A
concise examination of how Acts 2 describes them, however, will give us
better motivation to emulate the example of the early church.
THE PERCEPTION OF CHRISTFOLLOWERS (Acts 2:14-15)
Being a genuine disciple of Jesus
has never really been popular. Even at
Pentecost, when the arrival of the Holy
Spirit and the miraculous speaking in
tongues signified the birth of the
church, the followers of Christ were
mocked.
The beginning of our text features
Peter responding to a rather ludicrous
charge. Some in the Pentecost crowd
claimed that the Spirit-filled disciples
speaking in tongues were merely in a
drunken stupor: “Others mocking
said, These men are full of new wine”
(Acts 2:13). Peter boldly spoke from a
position of leadership and used the
opportunity to present the gospel to
both curious, confused onlookers and
hard-hearted mockers.
The way Peter addressed the crowd
deserves further investigation. Consider the specific way he described his
audience: “Ye men of Judaea, and
all ye that dwell at Jerusalem” (Acts
2:14). I admit that I have often personally overlooked this when reading
through these introductory chapters of
Acts, but they powerfully demonstrate
the challenge the early Christians
faced in presenting the gospel. By us-

ing the term “men of Judaea,” Peter
was addressing his fellow Jews in
general; then he also called for the attention of Jews living in Jerusalem.
The gospel message, then, was first
presented to the Jews, God’s chosen
people. The Lord providentially sent
His Holy Spirit at Pentecost, a feast
that would attract Jews from all over
the known world. These Jews would
have been waiting for the coming
Messiah, and many of them did not realize that their Messiah was actually
the Jesus who was recently crucified
in the very city that served as the place
of their religious celebrations!
Before diving into theological issues, Peter quickly dismissed the argument of those who claimed that the
disciples were intoxicated. He proclaimed, “These are not drunken, as
ye suppose, seeing it is but the third
hour of the day” (Acts 2:15). In other
words, if someone were to become
drunk, it would be much later in the
day. To reduce the disciples to simple
drunkards was completely inconsistent with even the secular culture of
their day.
It should come as no surprise that
the members of the early church were
ridiculed only moments after being
filled with the Holy Spirit. Scripture
shows time and again that the message of the gospel and the witness of
Christ’s followers will be criticized.
Before He ascended, Jesus admonished His disciples by saying, “In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be
of good cheer; I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33).
In addition, the Apostle Paul
demonstrated that the gospel message and the very Person and ministry
of Jesus Christ would be counted foolish: “For the Jews require a sign, and
the Greeks seek after wisdom: but we
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews
a stumblingblock, and unto the
Greeks foolishness” (I Cor. 1:22-23).
From Scripture, we can gather that
Peter was rather unfazed by the verbal
assaults of some in the crowd. In fact,
he responded by relying on Old Testament Scripture and how the Lord fulfilled His prophetic Word.
THE FULFILLMENT OF JOEL’S
PROPHECY (Acts 2:16-21)
Peter began his Pentecost sermon
by referencing Joel of the Minor
Prophets. These Minor Prophets are
not called “minor” because they were

considered insignificant. Rather, it is
because each book is relatively short.
While they make for some comparatively short reads, each of the Minor
Prophets contains a powerful message, both for those to whom they
were originally addressed and for the
Jewish audience that surrounded Peter at Pentecost.
The prophecy quoted in Acts 2:1721 comes from Joel 2:28-32 and covers a wide range of divinely predicted
events. The first two verses of this section reference the pouring out of God’s
Spirit and the subsequent prophecies
coming from His followers. The miracles and wonders thus prophesied
had come true in the miraculous
speaking in tongues that had been labeled by some as drunken activity. Peter showed that it was God’s Word being fulfilled before their very eyes!
This prophecy from Joel also mentions some apocalyptic events:
“blood, and fire, and vapour of
smoke: the sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood,
before that great and notable day of
the Lord come” (Acts 2:19-20). These
examples of celestial destruction have
not yet occurred, but this likely refers
to the fact that we are in the end times
and these unimaginably disastrous
events are soon to occur. In other
words, Peter’s description of prophetic events covered a wide range of time
but still maintained the imminence of
Christ’s return and the inevitable Day
of the Lord.
Despite the way in which God’s
timetable for future events is to play
out, one thing is certain: “Whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be saved” (Acts 2:21). The focus of
prophecy is not for us to know all the
exact details as if we shared God’s
omniscience (cf. Acts 1:7). Rather, our
focus should be on showing others
that God is always merciful and that
everyone should call on the name of
the Lord for salvation while there is still
time.
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
RESURRECTION OF CHRIST
(Acts 2:22-28)
After applying Joel’s prophecy and
admonition for people to call on the
name of the Lord for salvation, Peter
transitioned to a discussion on Jesus.
The first description of Jesus that Peter
presented to his audience was that He
was “a man approved of God among
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you by miracles and wonders and signs,
which God did by him in the midst of you,
as ye yourselves also know” (vs. 22).
That Jesus performed miracles in
the sight of many in Peter’s audience
was undeniable. In fact, the very city in
which Peter spoke, Jerusalem, was
the site of multiple miracles.
Jesus’ miracles play a central role in
the Gospels, and John particularly emphasized their importance in understanding Jesus as the Son of God.
Through these miracles, people should
be compelled to more clearly see Jesus’
divinity and recognize Him as God’s Son
and man’s only Saviour: “Many other
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of
his disciples, which are not written in this
book: but these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son
of God; and that believing ye might have
life through his name” (John 20:30-31).
Another important detail about Jesus
featured in Peter’s sermon is that Jesus
was captured, beaten, and crucified “by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). It would have
certainly surprised the Jews, who desired a politically powerful and militarily
mighty Messiah, to hear that God’s
Messiah was meant to suffer (cf. Isa.
53:10). Nevertheless, the Jews were not
held guiltless for their part in crucifying
Him. This certainly shocked them to
their core, but Peter was not finished.
Peter proceeded to discuss the
centrality of Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead, demonstrating that even
though the Jews offered Him up to the
Romans for crucifixion, death could
not possibly conquer the very Son of
God and Author of life (cf. John 1:1-4).
Once again, Peter relied on God’s
Word to support his claims. In order to
biblically authenticate that Jesus had
risen from the dead, Peter quoted the
words of King David in Psalm 16:8-11.
To call David into this theological fray
was a significant move on Peter’s part.
If the Prophet Joel was important in the
eyes of the Jews, David was even more
so. He was one of their greatest kings,
the human author of many of the
Psalms, conqueror of Canaanite kings,
and recipient of God’s unconditional
covenant promise (cf. II Sam. 7). And it
is this connection to the Davidic
covenant that is especially significant.
If David is indeed referring to Messiah in Psalm 16, which he is, then the
Jews should now have realized that
they had just crucified the One whom
David was prophetically representing.
Notice David’s words in verse 8 that

speak of the persevering power given
to him by the Lord. It is a declaration of
utter confidence in God, and Peter repeats it: “I should not be moved” (Acts
2:25). That phrase and “my flesh shall
rest in hope” in verse 26 both speak of
health, life, vitality, and security. The
kind of life and security described here
is more fully explained in the subsequent verse: “Because thou wilt not
leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption”
(vs. 27). Jesus did not lie in the grave
long enough to be corrupted by decay.
On this side of salvation, it can be
easy to examine these truths and rejoice. Indeed, we should! However, the
Jews who heard this would have been
devastated upon discovering that they
were guilty of leading God’s Son to His
death. They would be “pricked in their
heart” (Acts 2:37), and thousands would
recognize Jesus as Messiah and trust
Him for salvation (vs. 41). It is truly
amazing to see how the Lord worked in
the cold hearts of a stubborn audience,
using His fulfilled Word to compel sinners to trust in Christ for salvation.
APPLICATION
Like Peter and the early disciples, we
also have the opportunity to share our
faith with others. Not all of us can expect to speak to as large an audience as
Peter encountered, and none of us can
claim the kind of apostolic ministry that
Peter had. Nevertheless, there lies before us many who have not heard the
gospel. It may be a neighbor, a co-worker, or a family member. Whoever it is,
based on Acts 2:14-28 we should have
confidence that the Lord has the power
to save him or her.
If anything, Acts 2 demonstrates that
no one is beyond God’s grace and power to save. No one is hopeless, not even
that cranky, incorrigible, godless relative
who is hard to be around at family reunions and other gatherings. If God can
reach out His hand of mercy even to
those who led His Son to be crucified,
He can, through His Holy Spirit, compel
the wickedest sinner today to see his or
her need for Jesus.
With confidence in the Lord’s ability
to save, step forward and determine to
witness to at least one person some
way this week. Seek God in prayer.
Ask Him for confidence and direction
as you follow in the early disciples’
footsteps, relying on Scripture and
boldly, yet lovingly, sharing the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. ★
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Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed
Praying for a Ministry: II Thessalonians 3:1-2
BY LYLE

REACHING the Word of God is a
prime God-ordained way of
reaching mankind with the gospel. We
see this in the lives of the apostles, especially in the ministries of Peter and
Paul. Their calling was to bring people
to Christ Jesus through the preaching
of the gospel. But there were many obstacles in their ministries. We see this
in Paul’s ministry particularly.
I have often wondered, Why were so
many people unaffected by the
gospel? In fact, why were so many bitterly against the gospel message?
Paul’s response to the attacks upon
the Word of God can be read in II Thessalonians 3:1-2. In these two verses,
we see the mind and heart of the Apostle Paul when it comes to his ministry
and the preaching of the Word of God.
Paul asked the Thessalonian believers
to pray for two things so that his ministry would succeed. These two requests will open our ministries to spiritual success today as well! What two
requests did the Apostle Paul ask for?
The first is that the Word of God would
be given free access in the world (vs. 1).
The second is that he would be protected from the attacks of evil and
wicked people while he preached the
gospel (vs. 2).
The Thessalonian church, from its
birth, was a suffering church. They had
this in common with their founder, the
Apostle Paul. In fact, we know that
Paul was forced to leave Thessalonica
after only three weeks of ministry there
(Acts 17:1-9).
Paul most likely wrote this letter from
Corinth, where again he found himself
under attack for the gospel (Acts 18:1217). His great desire was always the
presence and power of the Lord to
strengthen and protect him as he fulfilled God’s calling upon his life. The
specific trouble at Corinth was persecution. Both Jewish religionists and pagan craftsmen wanted to drag Paul before the civil authorities. Although the
case was dismissed because it was a
religious matter, the gospel remained
under siege. Paul’s greatest need was
prayer. So he called upon the believers
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in Thessalonica to pray for him.
Paul did not ask them to pray for his
personal comfort or needs. He did not
ask them to pray that God take him away
from Corinth and open up a new ministry
somewhere more productive or safer.
His focus was not on himself and his
safety at all! His focus was on the success of the Word of God in his ministry.
What does this teach us about praying for our ministries and ministers? I
would like to suggest two things.
First, Paul asked for prayer that the
Word of God would have free access in
the lives of those who heard it. Free access means that Paul wanted the
gospel to run swiftly and rapidly
throughout the world. We know from
experience that in many ways in this
world the Word of God is hindered,
hampered, and blocked. Sometimes it
is because people simply hate and oppose God, and therefore also His
gospel. Other times it is because people’s hearts have not been prepared to
receive it. And sometimes it is just because people are living in a state of fantasy, which hardens their hearts and
minds to the Word of God. But whatever the reason, Paul said that praying for
the free access of the Word of God is the
solution. We must make it our priority to
pray for the Word of God to be heard,
received, and glorified in every pulpit
and pew, in every classroom and home,
and in every corner of this nation and
around the world. We know that this is
a prayer that God answers and honors.
How do we pray this prayer today?
We should pray that the Word of God
has free access in our lives first and that
it be the focus and urgent message in
our minds and hearts. If the Word of
God has free course in our lives, we will
glorify it. It will change us. It will free us
from an entanglement with the world,
from a guilty conscience, from immoral
and evil behavior, and from worldliness.
We will be set free to know the Lord and
be more committed to reaching and
meeting the needs of a world full of desperate people.
The proof that this is possible is the
Thessalonian believers themselves.

For that is exactly what had happened
to them. The Word of God had free access among them, and many of them
had been converted to Jesus Christ (cf.
I Thess. 1:5; 2:1, 13). Now they were
living joyful lives in obedience to the
Lord Jesus. And their faithfulness was
spreading throughout the world (1:610). This should motivate us to pray for
the Word of God to run freely and swiftly from our lives out into the world
around us. It should be our goal and
purpose to pray that the Word of God
have a free course in our families,
among our friends, and into our neighborhoods. We should pray for our pastors to be free to preach and teach the
Word of God.
Second, Paul asked for deliverance
from evil people (II Thess. 3:2). Again,
remember that Paul was continuously under attack for the sake of the
gospel. He was always being attacked by wicked people who wanted
to stop him from preaching God’s
Word. Every believer who answers the
call to witness at some time will be opposed and attacked by wicked people. The attacks seem unreasonable.
Why would people want to oppose
and attack a person for simply offering them the gospel of Christ—a
gospel that offers them the love and
grace of God?
Scripture’s answer is that not all
people have faith (II Thess. 3:2). In fact,
the world is full of unbelievers who
simply want to live the way they want
without any interference from God.
They deny and ignore God. They deny
and ignore the evidence within the
world and within their own hearts and
thoughts that God exists and that His
love and judgment are real. They oppose anything that reminds them of
eternity and of a coming day of judgment. They want nothing to do with a
message that puts restrictions upon
their behavior, especially a message
that demands repentance and faith.
So we need to follow Paul’s advice
as well. We need to pray that the
gospel is not hindered, but glorified in
(Continued on page 47)

The Life and Times of Jesus
Three Agonizing Prayers of Jesus
BY

HE most agonizing prayer I ever
prayed was at the bedside of a
member of my church. He suffered
from stomach cancer and was not doing well after treatment. I agonized in
prayer to the God of miracles to minister healing to this dear man. I cried
out for God to repair the broken down
tent of flesh this elderly man occupied,
but I knew the repair might not occur
until he was in heaven.
My prayer, though difficult to articulate before him and his wife, was nothing like the three agonizing prayers Jesus prayed in Gethsemane.
Gethsemane was a garden or grove
frequented by Jesus and His disciples.
It lay across the Kidron Valley at the
foot of the Mount of Olives. Its name
means “olive press,” and it undoubtedly contained a press for extracting
oil.
After leaving the upper room with
them (Matt. 26:30, 36) and stationing
eight disciples at a certain place, Jesus took Peter, James, and John farther into the garden. Finally, He withdrew even farther from them to pray
alone. The agony of soul He experienced is described as “sorrowful,”
“very heavy,” and “even unto death”
(vss. 37-38).
Jesus gave commands to the closest three (and probably also to the
more distant eight) to watch, lending
strength to one another by their alert
presence and vigilance (Matt. 26:4041).
What do you suppose went through
the minds of the Eleven when Jesus
left them to go away to pray? They
knew that He had said that one of
them would betray Him to His enemies
(Matt. 26:21). They may have wondered about the absence of Judas Iscariot from their company. Was their
Master to be attacked? Many concerns would have filled their hearts as
they waited.
Jesus prayed, “If it be possible
[morally possible, consistent with the
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Father’s will], let this cup pass from
me” (Matt. 26:39). According to John
10:17-18, Christ’s life could only be
given voluntarily. His human nature, at
this point, did not want to face crucifixion.
Although any normal human being
would shrink from the horrors of crucifixion, martyrs have often faced cruel
deaths without such extreme distress.
Why, then, did Jesus face crucifixion
with such agony?
The “cup” (Matt. 26:42) explains it.
It refers to the divine wrath that Christ
would endure at the cross as He became the bearer of man’s sin. When
God for a time was separated from His
Son, it led to the awful cry of “My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
(27:46).
If Peter’s sin could cause him bitter
grief when he realized how horribly he
had denied his Lord (Matt. 26:75), how
incomparable must have been the anguish of Jesus, who knew what it
meant to assume the guilt of all men.
From beginning to end, though,
Christ’s prayer was perfectly submissive to the Father (vs. 39).
I have experienced chronic pain in
both feet. So many different treatments had been tried and abandoned
that it appeared healing was not possible. I prayed for relief, but the Lord
chose not to bring improvement for
five years.
Christ faced a more challenging outcome to His prayer than I ever did. His
prayer was answered, not by removal
of the cup, but by strength to drink it
(Luke 22:43) and by His resurrection
after drinking it (Rom. 1:4).
Finding His disciples sleeping and
being drained by the effects of prolonged emotion and fatigue, Jesus
singled out Peter for particular counsel (perhaps in view of his recent
boasts) and urged him to continual
alertness and prayer, lest events surprise him into yielding to temptation.
Man’s spiritual nature, illuminated by

the Holy Spirit, is willing to be watchful, but the flesh—the old nature—is
too weak to carry out God’s will (Matt.
26:40-41).
For His closest group of disciples to
fall asleep after Jesus ordered them to
be watchful shows the weakness of
the flesh to carry out what the new nature wants.
Jesus prayed three times (Mark
14:35-41), and each time His submission was entire. Yet it was clear that
Jesus knew what the outcome would
be. After each prayer, He returned to
Peter, James, and John, finding them
asleep (Matt. 26:40, 43, 45).
Jesus’ words to His men were a
statement that their opportunity to be
useful by being watchful in the crisis
had passed. He told the sleepy men to
get up and go with Him (Matt. 26:46).
One lesson we learn from Jesus’
three prayers in Gethsemane is that no
matter what our future may hold, our
prayers should be for God’s will to be
done.
After a fifth year of chronic pain in
my feet, a new treatment was proposed that had helped some sufferers.
I felt I had nothing to lose, so I consented to the treatment. I learned then
too that God had not said no, as I had
earlier thought, but simply wait. This
medical procedure on my right foot
brought complete relief. A month later,
the same blessed result ensued for my
left foot.
A second lesson in Jesus’ prayers in
Gethsemane is that we need to talk to
God, no matter how we feel. Jesus, in
His human nature, implored God
about not ending His life by crucifixion.
It reminds us of when David told God
exactly how he felt inside, expressing
his anxiety and fear (Pss. 13:1-4; 28:13; 38:1-5).
Jesus agonized in prayer about His
coming death. But He faced it and
conquered it so that we do not need to
face death as an enemy but as an entrance into heaven’s glory. ★
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Meditations in Psalms
God’s Forgiveness: Psalm 106
BY

CYRIL LATZOO, PH.D.

E have many expressions for assuring each other that the mistakes they have made will not be held
against them. The most familiar include: “I forgive you,” “Don’t worry
about it,” “That’s OK” and, more recently, “No problem.” These are simple expressions, but they have the
power to ease anxiety or repair broken
relationships. They encourage us to
look hopefully to the future rather than
remain bogged down in the past.
We do not have to live long to realize
how desperately we need to be forgiven after doing something wrong. Little
children often plead, “Don’t be mad at
me!” Mutual understanding and forbearance are at the heart of open and
meaningful love relationships. Social
harmony requires that we not take offense each time we feel misunderstood
or overlooked. Finally, if there is ever to
be peace in the world, nations have to
get beyond the enmity and mistrust
that they may have been harboring for
years, resulting in their fierce refusal to
forgive each other.
Forgiveness does not mean that we
close our eyes to the wrongs committed. Children are indeed frequently
mischievous; friends and lovers sometimes do betray our trust; neighbors or
social companions can certainly treat
us poorly; and nations often do violate
the rights of other nations. Nor are
these always innocent mistakes.
Forgiveness can work miracles.
When we experience forgiveness, burdens are lifted from our shoulders, and
life seems to hold new possibilities. We
are assured that we are acceptable
even though we are weak and we make
mistakes. Forgiveness is a precious gift
that must never be taken for granted.
Then, in turn, when we are in a position
to forgive, forgiveness should not be
withheld. Instead, it should be given
generously, just as God grants it to us.
Psalm 106 moves us step by step
from the acknowledgment of wrongdoing, through forgiveness received, to
the promise of new possibilities. With
the psalmist we cry out, “Remember
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me, O Lord, with the favour that thou
bearest unto thy people: O visit me with
thy salvation” (vs. 4). We often find it
very difficult to admit that we have done
something wrong, or even that we have
made a simple mistake. Such an admission seems an affront to our dignity,
suggesting that we are less than we
think we are or that we would like others to think we are. But deep in our
hearts we know that if we are to be honest, we must admit our guilt.
Psalm 106 offers a striking portrayal of the eagerness of God to forgive.
Similarly, the Prophet Isaiah told the
Israelites who were about to return
from exile in Babylon that in their worship services they should not only remember the events of the past, but
also celebrate the new exodus from
bondage in Babylon (cf. Isa. 43:19).
This new exodus was a generous gift
of God, even offered to a people who
had burdened Him with sins.
Psalm 106 is consistent with the
prophecy of Isaiah, who spoke of a
newness, a second chance that is given to us by our gracious God: “Leave
the past in the past; I am doing something new.” The image that the prophet
uses sounds a chord of hope. God
provides a way for us through the
deserts of our lives; rivers of life-giving
water appear in the wastelands of human experience. Though our sinfulness may have swept away our sense
of peace and well-being, God promises: “Your sins I remember no more.”
It is most consoling to realize that
we have been forgiven, first by God
and then by others. But we experience
something quite different when we are
called on to forgive others. The challenge placed before us at such times
is often measured by the hurt or anger
that we have to bear. It is much easier
to overlook the failings of little children
than it is to forgive adults, who should
know better. The more serious the offense suffered, the harder it is to be
open to the offender.
Is it too much to hope for genuine forgiveness coupled with the willingness to

change one’s life? Some would say yes
and might consider attempts at reconciliation signs of foolhardiness. Others
are more hopeful, and they would regard
these attempts as signs of great generosity of heart. There are husbands and
wives who do forgive each other and
recommit themselves to mutual respect
and love. Not everyone operates according to the principle of one strike and
you are out! Perhaps one of the most remarkable examples is the movement toward reconciliation that took place in
South Africa and Rwanda recently.
The theme of forgiveness receives
even greater depths from Jesus when
He forgave and healed the paralytic
man (Mark 2:1-11). Jesus did not heal
the paralytic man on condition that he
embark on a new way of living. God
forgives us first. It is the realization of
having been forgiven that then
prompts us to change our lives for the
better. Hence, the words we use in forgiving may seem trite, but our acts of
forgiveness are often marvelously
transformative.
In our day, those who have studied
the dynamics of conflict transformation have shown that it is the injured
party who has the greater power to begin a process of reconciliation, by offering forgiveness to the perpetrator of
the hurt. In an ideal exchange, such a
gracious act brings the one who inflicted the harm to repent of his or her
wrongdoing and attempt restitution.
The two parties then commit themselves to create a new, reconciled future. This is an enormously difficult
process. It is, as evident in Psalm 106,
very hard to embark on a journey of
forgiveness and reconciliation without
a sense of inner conversion to God.
Forgiveness is not something that we
can conjure up by the strength of our
will. Rather, it is God’s endless mercy at
work through Jesus and the Spirit that
enables us to receive this divine gift,
which then impels us to extend it to others. It is a glorious thing when we are so
freed by love—like a resurrection and
like learning to walk anew. We can open
ourselves to this gift through the acknowledgment of our sinfulness: “We
have sinned with our fathers, we have
committed iniquity, we have done
wickedly” (Ps. 106:6).
Inner conversion is not about parading God’s forgiveness but about helping us to acknowledge our sins and
letting God’s healing power transform
us into ambassadors of reconciliation
(cf. II Cor. 5:20). ★

Bible Bookmark
The Ten Commandments
and Christians
BY

Don’t Idle
The night comes when no man
can work.
Don’t idle your hours away.
If there’s something you need to
be doing,
Do it now, without delay.
It may be that someone is waiting
Your beautiful message to hear.
Someone who is near destruction,
And is living in darkness and fear.
So go while there’s breath in your
being.
Yes, go before it is night.
Go share the wondrous story.
Go now and shed forth your light.
Your God will richly reward you,
With joy in your heart and soul.
So go ahead and get started,
And press onward to the goal. ★
—Carolyn L. Krise.
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R. LARRY OVERSTREET

Q. Since the Old Testament Law was
given to Israel, what is the relationship
of the Ten Commandments to Christians today?
A. You have asked a question that has
been answered in various ways. In response, some people say things like,
“If a person keeps the Ten Commandments, he will get to heaven.” Others
have answered, “Since in the New
Testament we are under grace, we do
not have to obey any of the Ten Commandments.” The Scriptures do provide instruction concerning the use of
God’s Law, both in the Old Testament
and today.
The critical principles that we must not
forget revolve around the character and
purpose of God’s Law. The Law is “perfect,” “right,” and “pure” (Ps. 19:7-8).
The Law is “holy, . . . and just, and good”
and “spiritual” (Rom. 7:12, 14). In contrast to God’s perfect Law, however, we
find the character of people. All people
have “gone aside” from God, are “filthy,”
and “there is none that doeth good, no,
not one” (Ps. 14:3). Because of the character of mankind, God never intended
that the Law would bring salvation. It is
weak, because we are weak (Rom. 8:3).
We cannot receive salvation through it,
because no one can ever fully obey it (cf.
Rom. 3:20). Salvation has always been
by faith (Gen. 15:6; Rom. 4:3).
God did not give the Law to Israel for
salvation. God gave them the Law to
unify the twelve tribes into one nation,
and to make Israel a nation that could
mediate God’s truth to other nations
as His priests (Exod. 19:5-8). The Law
made provisions for Israel to fellowship with God (Lev. 1—7) and worship
Him (chap. 23). God gave detailed
laws of daily life for Israel for the earthly government of their nation.
The Law, in addition, clearly demonstrated the holiness of God. The word
“holy” occurs over one hundred times
in the Pentateuch after God gave the
Law in Exodus 20. God desired Israel
to be holy, and the Law showed how
they, as a nation, could demonstrate
that in their practice so that other na-

tions would come to trust Him.
The Law has specific value for people today. By the Law we have knowledge of sin (Rom. 7:7). By the Law we
know that we are guilty before God
(3:20), that we are sinners who fall
short of His standard (vs. 23), and that
we need justification through Christ
alone (vss. 24-31). The Law was “our
schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ,
that we might be justified by faith”
(Gal. 3:24).
Once we trust Christ as Saviour,
however, God then desires that we live
a holy life. Peter challenged Christians
to be holy (I Pet. 1:16), and he quoted
from the Law to prove his point (Lev.
11:44-45). Paul said that “the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled
in us, who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit” (Rom. 8:4).
How then do the Ten Commandments of God’s Law (Exod. 20:1-17) relate to Christians? Nine of the ten, significantly, are repeated in the New
Testament epistles. Commandment one
is to have no other gods before the Lord
(20:3); it is also found in Matthew 22:3738 and I Thessalonians 1:9. The second
commandment (Exod. 20:4-6) forbids
making and worshipping idols (cf. I John
5:21). James 5:12 reminds us that the
third commandment (Exod. 20:7) is to
not take God’s name in vain. Paul recalled the fifth commandment (Exod.
20:12) when he told children to obey
their parents (Eph. 6:1). The sixth commandment (Exod. 20:13) is not to murder, and in the New Testament, Christ
showed the full meaning of it (Matt. 21—
22). Commandment seven (Exod. 20:14)
is to not commit adultery (cf. Matt. 5:2728). Number eight is the commandment
to not steal (cf. Eph. 4:28). Number nine
(Exod. 20:16) is to not bear false witness,
and it is repeated in Matthew 19:18,
Mark 10:19, and Luke 18:20. The tenth
commandment is to not covet (cf. Eph.
5:3). The fourth commandment concerning the Sabbath is not reiterated in
the New Testament. That is because
Christians worship on “the Lord’s day”
(Continued on page 47)
(153) 25

Testimonies of Faith
From Minnesota with Love
BY

O their friends and neighbors, the
Stapp family was the perfect family. Mr. Stapp was an electrician, and
Mrs. Stapp was a stay-at-home mom,
raising two children. Their son, David,
was a sophomore at Bethel College,
St. Paul, Minnesota. Their daughter,
Lynne, was a senior in high school.
The Stapps were a Christian family.
But Lynne knew that their family was
not perfect. David had been born in
1940 with a hole in his heart, what was
then called a “blue baby.” Symptoms of
his condition began to manifest at the
age of ten months. David went through
bypass surgery when he was six.
Through the years of illness and
stress, the Stapp family consistently
turned to their Lord for guidance and
strength. Lynne had learned about Jesus when she was small and trusted
Him to be with them in their troubles.
“The Lord is good, a strong hold in the
day of trouble; and he knoweth them
that trust in him” (Nah. 1:7). David’s illness brought the family closer to one
another and closer to God, just as the
Apostle Paul had discovered in his
own life. Paul wrote in his second letter to the Corinthians, “(God) comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we
may be able to comfort them which
are in any trouble” (1:4).
David went in for a second surgery
when he was nineteen years old. The
family was together in the waiting
room when the doctor came out and
told them that David had not survived.
In those days, it was not customary for
the family to be admitted in the intensive care unit, even when a patient
was dying. Lynne and her family had
no opportunity to say good-bye to
David. Still, they were at peace. It was
tragic to lose David at only nineteen
years of age, but Lynne knew her big
brother had believed in Jesus as his
Saviour and was in a mansion in heaven. Jesus said, “In my Father’s house
are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you” (John 14:2).
Lynne was seventeen when her
brother died, and at that time she had
experienced a personal relationship
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with Christ for ten years. Though she
had been involved in church since a
small child, she was seven when she
made a personal decision for Christ
and was baptized at the age of twelve.
When Lynne began attending Bethel
College, she met Larry Petersen, the
vice president of the student senate.
Lynne was elected secretary of the
freshman class. As a class officer,
Lynne crossed paths with student senators. She and Larry began dating.
Their love bloomed.
The couple was married on June 15,
1963. Lynne was a twenty-year-old
sophomore, and Larry had completed
one year of seminary. After being married only three months, the Petersens
moved to Scotland for one year, where
Larry attended seminary. They returned
to the United States in 1964, and Larry
completed two more years at Bethel
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota.
After Larry completed his education, he became the pastor of a small
church in southwest Minnesota, which
had a congregation of 150 people.
Lynne was a typical pastor’s wife. She
kept busy taking care of the house and
supporting her husband. Their son
David was born in 1966. Debra was
born in 1968, and their third child, Laurie, came along in 1973. Proverbs
31:27-28 describes Lynne’s life at this
time: “She looketh well to the ways of
her household, and eateth not the
bread of idleness. Her children arise
up, and call her blessed; her husband
also, and he praiseth her.”
In 1976, Larry left the pastorate to
become a nursing home administrator
in North Dakota. The Good Samaritan
Nursing Home where Larry worked
had 42 residents. The town had a population of 240. The small church had 4
people in the youth group. Lynne’s
daughter Laurie was the only one in
her Sunday school class.
At that time, the church parsonage
was empty, so the Petersens were
able to live there. When the church
hired a pastor, suddenly the Petersens
had two weeks to move out. They
found a large home near the church
they wanted to attend. Lynne could

see the Lord guiding their move. “In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:6).
After fifteen months, Larry was offered
a job at a nursing home in Cokato, where
he had friends. The family moved again
and lived in Cokato for ten years.
During these years of raising her
children and supporting her husband,
Lynne had always dreamed of being a
nurse; yet life just seemed to keep getting in the way. In the spring of 1988,
Lynne was working as the secretary
for a painting company when Larry
came home one day and announced
that he had made an appointment for
her to talk to the director of nurses at
Anoka Ramsay Community College.
Lynne interviewed, then took and
passed the entrance exam.
For the next two years, Lynne commuted from Cokato to Anoka for nursing school. By this time David had
married, Laurie was a sophomore in
high school, and Debra was attending
Bethel in their nursing program.
Lynne and her daughter graduated
from their respective nursing programs a month apart. They took the
state boards together, and both
passed. Lynne graduated on her fortyseventh birthday.
Lynne worked as a nurse for a year
at a hospital in Hutchinson, then
worked at Unity Hospital until 2008,
when she retired from full-time employment. After four years of parttime work, Lynne retired for good in
2012.
Through these years Lynne’s Christian faith had continued to grow. Now
God was about to use her in ways she
had never imagined. Through contacts
with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, the Petersens became aware
of the need for Christian missions in
Latin America. In July of 1998, Larry
and Lynne joined their church’s mission
team on a trip to Guatemala. When they
arrived, they took a van to Huehuetenango. The team stayed for ten days,
beginning construction on a guesthouse for future missionaries and visitors. This first trip led to many more—
one about every eighteen months. By

their third trip to Huehuetenango, the
guesthouse was finished.
On subsequent trips, the team organized dental and eye clinics. With her
nursing background, Lynne usually assisted the optometrist. The doctor
would examine a patient’s eyes and see
what prescription was needed. They
looked through the donated glasses
they had collected in the United States
and picked out a pair that matched. If
there was no match available, the patient could pick out frames he or she
liked, and the lenses would be made in
the U.S. and delivered on the next trip.
Lynne tells the story of a nine-yearold boy who was able to have glasses
for the first time. He stood looking at
the mountains that surrounded the village. He slowly turned, looking and
looking. The mountains were no
longer blurred humps but a detailed
part of God’s beautiful creation.
On a typical trip, the missions team
arrived on a Friday and spent Saturday
and Sunday attending church in
Guatemala City. The next Monday
through Friday, they visited a different
town or church every day, helping with
building projects, running clinics, and
spreading God’s love. After another
day in Guatemala City, they went back
to the States.
During their years in the Guatemala
missions, the Petersens
also shared God’s love
in other parts of the
world. Their involvement in Indian missions
grew out of a “chance”
meeting that Lynne sees
as directed by God.
In 2012, the Petersens
were part of Chinese
Hospitality House on the
University of Minnesota
campus. One particular
weekend the couple was
expecting to house two
Chinese girls and were
completely surprised
when they were asked to
house three boys from
India. Of course they said
yes.
The three boys, Abid, Bali, and Utzab, had no interest in Christianity. Their
heritage was Hindu, Sikh, and Muslim.
Still, the boys agreed to attend church
with the Petersens. None of the boys
changed their faith that weekend, but
it was an opportunity for the Petersens
to plant the seeds of Christ’s love.
Since then these boys have joined the
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Petersens for holidays and special occasions.
Over the years, Larry and Lynne have
watched the boys grow up. Abid is now
married, Bali is engaged, and Utzab has
become an electrical engineer. Bali even
invited the Petersens to come to his
wedding in Kashmir. Abid has shared
with Lynne that one reason he was able
to commit to marriage was that Larry
and Lynne provided an example of what
marriage is intended to be.
All three young men realized the
power of the Petersens’ active church
life, saying, “Your churches are the
strength of your country.”
In 2009, the Petersens found themselves involved in another part of the
world. They joined a missions group to
Nigeria, where the GECHAAN mission
is established. GECHAAN (Gembu
Center for Aids Advocacy Nigeria) provides medical treatment for AIDS patients as well as education on the
cause. They teach abstinence as the
only way to prevent AIDS.
A connection with a missions
foundation led to another missions
trip, this time to India in 2012. A
grant awarded to the missions group
provided money to build facilities to
train Christian pastors. After training, the pastors and their families returned to their native villages, bring-

Lynne Petersen

ing new skills and insights with them.
During one of their trips to
Guatemala, Larry and Lynne were able
to be part of the dedication for a new
water system in the mountains. The
Mayan women living in this village were
accustomed to walking miles every
day down the mountain to get water.
With funds from the Brooklyn Center
Rotary Club, water was piped from a

distant mountain spring to the village.
Lynne remembers how the women
decorated three hundred faucets for
the dedication and how grateful the
people were to have clean water right
outside their doors. They praised God
for this wonderful blessing.
On another occasion, in the Cuchumantanes Mountains in the town of
Aranal, one of the mission team projects was to rewire the pastor’s house,
which was actually two separate
buildings—a kitchen and a living area,
fifteen yards apart. The kitchen had a
concrete floor and a fireplace, while
the other building had only a dirt floor.
Each building was illuminated with
one forty-watt lightbulb.
By the end of their stay, the pastor’s
two rooms had electric service with
one hundred-watt bulbs in each building and eight electrical outlets.
When Larry prayed, dedicating the
newly wired building and the occupants for the Lord’s work, the pastor
and his wife shed tears of gratitude.
The pastor said that fifteen years ago
he once had a dream that North Americans would come and help him with
his home. He believed the Lord had
sent the dream and had fulfilled it.
Between her trips spreading Christ’s
love around the world, Lynne continues
to share Christ’s love in her home
church in Brooklyn Park,
Minnesota. In 2003,
Lynne became involved
in Apples of Gold, a mentoring program for young
women. During each sixweek study, the women
examine the second
chapter of the book of
Titus, and each young
woman is paired with an
older woman. In the past
eleven years, about ninety women have completed the Apples of Gold
program. Lynne finds she
is just as blessed by the
program as the younger
women are.
As I write this, Lynne is
the grandmother of nine. She lives
with her husband in the house Lynne’s
father built. Thick trees surround the
deep, narrow lot, and the songs of
birds fill the air. Their house is a quiet
haven where a woman who lives in
Christ’s love continues to share that
love with people from all around the
world. “By love serve one another”
(Gal. 5:13). ★
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Testimonies of Faith
Major Daniel W. Whittle
BY

ANNE ADAMS

OMBINING the gifts of evangelism and hymn writing, Major
Daniel Webster Whittle served God in
the late nineteenth century. He was
also a Civil War veteran.
Daniel Whittle was born in Chicopee
Falls, Massachusetts, on November 22, 1840. As a young man, Whittle
headed west to Chicago to work in a
bank. There he attended a large
church where he met Miss Abbie Hanson. They became engaged.
As the American Civil War began,
Whittle enlisted in the army. On August 22, 1861, he was married, and the
next day his regiment was ordered to go
south. He earned the rank of major, but
he was wounded at Vicksburg. He
spent time in a hospital, where he found
Christ—unless he had already become
a Christian. Biographical accounts vary
on his actual conversion experience.
According to one biographer,
Whittle was saved while working at the
Wells Fargo Bank in Chicago. “At midnight one night when he was acting as
night watchman in the bank, he says: ‘I
went into the vault and in the dead silence of that quietest of places I gave
my life to my Heavenly Father to use as
He would’ ” (Hall, Biography of Gospel
Song and Hymn Writers, Revell).
However, there was another account. According to a more traditional
story, while Whittle was hospitalized
from his injury at Vicksburg, he began
reading a New Testament given to him
by his mother. Although he understood the text, he did not intend to become a Christian.
One night a nurse awakened him,
asking him to go and pray with a dying
young soldier. Having seen him reading the Bible, the attendant assumed
Whittle was a Christian.
Whittle declined, but the nurse persisted, so he went to see the young
man. The soldier pleaded with him,
“‘Oh, pray for me! . . . I am dying. I was
a good boy at home . . . But since I became a soldier I have learned to be
wicked. . . . And now I am dying, and I
am not fit to die! . . . Pray for me. Ask
Christ to save me!’” (Pickering, “Con-

C

28 (156)

version of Major D.W. Whittle: An
American Civil War Veteran,” TwiceBorn Men: True Conversion Records
of 100 Well-Known Men in All Ranks of
Life, Pickering and Inglis).
Whittle felt God’s presence with
words of action. “‘You know the way of
salvation. Get right down on your
knees and accept Christ, and pray for
this boy.’ ” Whittle did so. “I believed
right there that He did forgive me, and
that I was Christ’s child.” Then the soldier died. “A look of peace was upon
his face, and I can but believe that God
. . . used him to bring me to my Saviour . . . I hope to meet him in Heaven”
(Pickering).
Yet though the conversion accounts
vary, there was no doubt of Whittle’s
devotion to the Lord. Then while on
leave in Chicago, he had another experience. As he rose to address a
church meeting, Whittle was interrupted even before he could speak. He described it: “A strong voice called out—
‘Give him three cheers, boys,’ and
they were given with a will, for every
heart was bursting with patriotism in
those days . . . how grateful I was to
them” (Hall). The man who called out
was the prominent evangelist Dwight
L. Moody, and the two soon became
close friends.
Returning to duty in the war, Whittle
later served on the staff of General
Oliver Howard, and then was with
General Sherman in Georgia. When he
returned to civilian life, he retained his
title of “Major.”
Back in Chicago, Whittle became an
executive for the Elgin Watch Company
and also headed a large Sunday school
program at his church. Then in 1873, at
Moody’s urging, Whittle left his job for a
full-time ministry. As one writer put it,
“He proved to be a powerful preacher,
eventually becoming one of the greatest
evangelists of his time” (Morgan,
Then Sings My Soul: 150 of the World’s
Greatest Hymn Stories, Book 2, Nelson).
Since singing was a vital part of his
services, Whittle worked with several
musicians and also wrote many
hymns himself. One of his associates

was singer/songwriter Philip Bliss,
who, with his wife, was killed in a railroad accident in 1876.
As soon as he heard of the tragedy,
Whittle went to the crash scene where
he was recognized by one of Bliss’s
closest friends, musician James
McGranahan. As they conversed,
Whittle invited McGranahan to join his
ministry (Osbeck, 101 Hymn Stories,
Kregel). The pair later went on to collaborate on such hymns as “The Banner
of the Cross,” “There Will Be Showers
of Blessing,” and “I Know Whom I Have
Believed.” In fact, McGranahan set to
music most of Whittle’s hymn texts. Often Whittle used the pseudonym
“El Nathan” when writing his hymns.
Later he published hymns under his
own name, collaborating with his daughter May Whittle Moody, who married
Dwight L. Moody’s son William. Some of
their collaborations were “Blessed
Hope” and “Moment by Moment.”
Whittle was inspired to write
“Moment by Moment” after hearing a
story related by Moody’s soloist Ira
Sankey. While Sankey and Whittle
were attending the Chicago World’s
Fair, they met a British lay preacher
who said that he did not care for the
hymn “I Need Thee Every Hour.” His
reason was “because I need Him every
moment of the day.” In response,
Whittle wrote the hymn “Moment by
Moment” and brought the manuscript
to Sankey with a request. He would
give his friend the hymn’s copyright if
Sankey would have five hundred
copies printed for distribution to
Whittle’s friends. Eventually, the hymn
became very popular in England.
Later a visiting British minister told
Sankey that Whittle’s hymn embraced
“his entire creed.” Then Sankey had
some interesting information for the
visitor. “I said to him, ‘Doctor, that
hymn was written within five hundred
yards of where we are standing’ ”
(www.wholesomewords.org/biography/bwhittle4.html).
One of his last efforts was his ministry to the soldiers in the Spanish
American War in 1898. As a veteran
himself and feeling a kinship with them,
he visited in their camps, traveled with
them, and preached to them. However,
this intense ministry greatly affected
him, and his health began to fail.
He returned to his home in Northfield,
Massachusetts, where he lived with his
daughter. “He passed away on March 4,
1901, after years of service under the
‘Banner of the Cross’” (Morgan). ★

At Your Service, Lord
BY

HERE is something charming
about the account of Abraham
serving the three men who suddenly
appear at the oaks of Mamre (Gen.
18:1-10). It is not simply that Abraham
offered unbidden hospitality and service or that they responded to his offer
of food with a simple, “So do, as thou
hast said,” but that along with the water, bread, curds, and milk he also
proffered a tender, young calf to eat.
The charm is not in the offer itself.
Even a city boy knows that though
Abraham had given the calf to his servant, who hurried to prepare it, you
cannot slaughter a calf and cook it in
a few minutes. Real hospitality takes
time. Perhaps in an ancient context,
preparing bread from flour and
butchering a cow to serve to your
guests is the equivalent of a tray of
crackers and cold cuts; yet I think we
are intended to slow the narrative
down and reflect on such involved
preparation. Hospitality inherently
calls for attention to one’s guests and
offering them the best that one has to
give. That cannot be rushed.
The ancient world in general revered
hospitality, and the Israelites, because of
their own sojourn in a foreign land and
wandering in the desert, were called
upon to show compassion and hospitality to strangers and to protect them
from harm (Exod. 23:9; Lev. 19:33–34).
In Abraham’s culture, hospitality was essential for survival. The host treated potential enemies as guests, thus neutralizing any threat,and the guest was
dependent on the generosity of the host
for necessary food, drink, and shelter.
Such hospitality was a temporary
arrangement, but it assured everyone of
safety.
Abraham’s hospitality, perhaps
even beyond the call of ancient hospitality, leads to a blessing from the three
men: “Sarah thy wife shall have a son”
(Gen. 18:10). The narrative of the
promised son in Genesis 18 presents
the three men as mysteriously related
to God, whose will they represent. But
we also see in Abraham’s behavior the
precursor to Jesus’ parable of the
sheep and the goats in Matthew 25, in
which Jesus says that when caring for
those in need—the hungry, the thirsty,
the stranger—one is caring for Jesus
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Himself. This links hospitality to the ultimate blessing.
The focus on hospitality never wavered among the Jewish people and
continued with the rise of the church.
We find another example of hospitality in the Gospel of Luke (10:38-42). Jesus received hospitality from two of
His friends, Martha and Mary; but as
with many of Jesus’ encounters, His
response to the hospitality provided
by His friends challenges us to expand
our horizons.
Martha was the more active sister,
inviting Jesus in and caring for His
physical needs, but she “was cumbered about much serving” (Luke
10:40). Mary sat at Jesus’ feet. Martha
confronted Jesus, asking, “Lord, dost
thou not care that my sister hath left
me to serve alone? bid her therefore
that she help me.”
Jesus acknowledged the goodness
in Martha’s hospitality but pointed to
her sister Mary as the model of hospitality: “But one thing is needful: and
Mary hath chosen that good part,
which shall not be taken away from
her” (Luke 10:42).
Since Martha welcomed Jesus, she
was probably the householder, responsible for showing hospitality—
which she did. Mary, on the other hand,
paid close attention to the guest as He
spoke. But as we find so often in the
teaching of Jesus, priorities seem to be
turned upside down. Martha’s indignation is not simply a sign of peevishness. She was concerned with service.
Jesus insisted that there is something
even more important than service to
Him. It is commitment to Him. In no
way does Jesus imply that service is
unimportant. It is good, but taking advantage of His company is “that good
part” (Luke 10:42).
What does that phrase entail? It is attention to the needs of the guest—the
Lord Himself, as Martha had identified
Jesus, and that attention can take the
form of physical hospitality. But more
important, it is attention to whatever
one’s guest needs. In this case, attention to Jesus, and not one’s own sense
of being slighted by a sister who did not
do her fair share of the work, is what truly matters. It is what Abraham offered
by pouring out on his guests his undi-

vided attention. Hebrews 13:2 says that
by doing this, he “entertained angels
unawares.” Yet here Martha had Jesus
with her, and she was more concerned
with her needs. If she would focus on
Jesus, she would have had all that she
needed.
It is this subtle final insight, which Jesus offered to Martha, that is at the heart
of an apparently unrelated passage in
Colossians 1:24 in which Paul rejoiced in
his suffering for the sake of others, in this
case the Colossians. Paul said he was
suffering for “his body’s sake, which is
the church.” The greatest hospitality that
Paul could offer —that any of us can offer—was to invite all to participate in welcoming Jesus as His servants.This was
“to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery which hath been hid throughout
from ages and from generations, but
now is made manifest to his saints” (vss.
5-26). We do so, as Mary did, by focusing on the “better part,” Jesus Himself,
and by serving the stranger, knowing
that when we serve the stranger (those
in need), we serve Christ.
What might these biblical stories
have to say to us who live in cultures not
dependent upon hospitality for survival
(some cultures still expect and extend
hospitality) or who might wonder why
Mary’s attention to Jesus was chosen
over Martha’s service? First, we are certainly called to be hospitable or open to
others, not only with our homes or
goods but also with our very persons
(cf. Rom. 12:13; Heb. 13:2; I Pet. 4:9).
Second, this openness should spring
from our commitment to Jesus. When
we are committed to Him, it will make
little difference whether we are generous like Abraham, suffer like Paul, serve
like Martha, or sit in rapt attention like
Mary. We will be doing God’s will.
Doing the will of God requires deep
listening—in contemplative silent
prayer, in honest conversation with
trusted friends (born-again believers),
and in openness to hearing the cries of
needy children of God nearby and
throughout the globe. How to live out
God’s will as elaborated in Scripture is
actually something very near to us, already in our mouths and in our hearts.
As Abraham, Mary (even Martha), and
Paul did, we have only to carry it
out. ★
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Missions
Answering The Call
BY

S it is written: “How beautiful are
the feet of them that preach the
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings
of good things!” (Rom.10:15). So it is
with Greg and Jean Hines, who are currently missionaries with Frontline Missions. Based in Fairburn, Georgia,
Frontline Missions is a nonprofit agency
that spreads God’s Word through training native leaders to take stories from
the Bible to people using oral communication. People learn stories in their
own language so they will be able to
share the Word of God with those who
have not heard. Frontline Missions is
also involved in medical care and community development. The organization
began in 1997 and continues to provide
opportunities for yielded individuals
and couples to live out their call on the
mission field. Today the agency carries
out its ministry endeavors in Brazil,
Guyana, Honduras, Korea, Nicaragua,
and Venezuela.
Having served alongside Greg and
Jean during two short-term mission
trips to Botswana, I have come to
know, see, and be inspired by their desire to share the gospel in a most wonderful way. During my time in Africa,
they revealed to me their desire to serve
God on the mission field on a long-term
basis. At that time, it was not clear what
God really had in store for them. To see
His plans fulfilled through their perseverance catapults my faith in ways they
could not understand. What a blessing
it has been to bear witness to the impacts they are making in the lives of
others, knowing that I have reaped the
same benefits due to their willingness
to serve the Lord with an immense level of devotion and fervor.
Fueled with a desire to serve God
and to make disciples, in 2013 Greg
and Jean relocated from Georgia to La
Campa, Honduras, where they serve as
full-time missionaries to an indigenous
people group known as the Lenca Indians. La Campa is located in the southwest part of Honduras in the department, or state, of Lempira, near the
borders of El Salvador and Guatemala.
The primary purposes for their ministry
in Honduras include community devel-
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opment, church planting, teaching,
training, and discipleship.
The couple realized their love for missions in 2005, especially after having
embarked on their first God-led journey
to Honduras with Frontline Missions in
2009, where they formed bonds with
many of the Lenca families. However, it
was not until the following year that
God would begin to reveal His greater
plan for them. “Between 2010 and
2011, we got to spend more time in
Honduras and discovered that we really wanted to be there more and that we
wanted to be with the Lenca people
more. It was becoming more and more
obvious to us that God was making the
way for us to enter into His story in La
Campa, Honduras,” state the Hineses.
By 2012, the Lord would further confirm
His purpose for them to serve as missionaries to the Lencas.
The Lencas have an estimated population of over one hundred thousand,
making them the largest indigenous
people group in Honduras. Although
their culture parallels that of the Spanish, the Lencas’ original indigenous language, reportedly extinct, does still exist due to efforts to revive the language
through school textbooks. By using coffee production as their largest community development project, the Hineses
aim to continue helping the Lencas
meet their spiritual and physical needs.
“The book of James tells us that we
are not to send people away cold and
hungry if we have the means to help
them, and that our faith without works
is dead,” state Greg and Jean. “But at
the same time, we have decades of
history proving that giving stuff away
for free hasn’t really done much to alleviate poverty in Honduras. As a matter of fact, in the worst cases dependency has been created, which has led
to even deeper poverty.
“We determined that a healthy model is one in which we provide some of
the start-up capital and training so
families can have an opportunity to
earn a better living and a better economic future. It turns out that helping
people to meet their physical needs, in
a responsible manner, opens doors to

share the gospel and plant churches,
which then opens doors for teaching,
training, and discipleship. We have
helped families start their own turkey
and cattle-raising operations that have
improved their diets and given them
products they can sell for cash.”
It was through these efforts that God
also gave them the vision for Abundant
Life Coffee Group, LLC. ALCG is a
family-owned coffee importing business that strives to create economic
opportunity rather than dependency
by allowing the Lencas to grow their
own coffee on their own land. ALCG’s
primary intent is to initiate opportunity
for spiritual development in addition to
instilling a renewed sense of dignity, independence, and hope within the
Lencas, breaking the cycle of poverty
that has been inflicted upon them for
generations due to low wages, seasonal work, and disadvantageous financial dependencies.
ALCG has also partnered with
Frontline Missions to continue planting new Christian churches among the
Lenca people. Since the start of ALCG
in 2011, their partnership with Frontline Missions has fostered the organization of a co-op among twenty-three
families, allowing them to grow coffee
on their properties and opening the
door for the planting of a new church
in that community as well. Not only is
God’s purpose prevailing, but His
Word is beginning to bear fruit among
the Lencas in undeniable ways.
In June 2014, Jean was able to lead
a women’s ministry alongside the local
pastors. The ministry took place in two
churches in the area over the course of
four days. Beaming with anticipation,
Jean is looking forward to furthering
this ministry among the Lenca women.
Since most of the ministries are family
or children focused, this is a welcomed venture that will further open
the doors of communication, discipleship, and service.
Greg and Jean work alongside national pastors to further identify other
church-planting opportunities. Having
assisted with construction during previous service in Honduras, the couple

Frontline Missions outreach to children in Honduras

believes that church planting is about
much more than erecting buildings;
rather, their desire is to support the national pastors in fortifying a new body
of believers. During another shortterm missions outreach in 2014, doorto-door evangelism coupled with
prayer-walking played a vital role in
leading more than forty Lenca people
to become followers of Jesus!
The Hineses keep to the timeless
adage “Give a man a fish and you feed
him for a day; teach a man to fish and
you feed him for a lifetime.” They are
advocates of the importance of discipleship on the mission field. They have
come to fully embrace the capacity in
which God has chosen them to act in
equipping Lenca men and their families with what is needed to lead the
new churches while simultaneously
fulfilling their call to join in the great comission with God. “A dream we have
is to help the Lencas understand that
they too have a missionary calling
from God. That could mean going to
the other side of the mountain or the
other side of the world. We want to
teach and encourage them to listen to
the Holy Spirit and get a bigger vision
of what God has for them in regards to
evangelism and missions.”
The couple believes faithfully that as
the Lord continues to open other
doors for them to minister in La Campa, He will use them to break down the
denominational barriers that further
hinder their progress as colaborers in
the gospel. “We hope the Lord will use
us to help them understand that we all
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need to be about building God’s kingdom, not our own little kingdoms.”
The groundbreaking work that the
Lord is empowering the Hineses to
carry out is but a snapshot of what He
has in store for His followers in Honduras. The missionaries, pastors, and
Lencas still have many areas of need.
Teaching Vacation Bible School, leading in adult Bible study, women’s ministry, and pastoral leadership training,
assisting with construction, preaching, and providing medical and dental
care to the Lencas are among the
many ways that both individuals and
short-term mission teams can partner
with the Hineses, Frontline Missions,
and the local pastors in Honduras.
As more new churches are established, the need for partnerships between local ministries will become
prominent in the furtherance of spiritual connectedness among the Lencas
and their ministry leaders. Let us join
with Greg and Jean as colaborers in
prayer, asking the Lord of the harvest
to send out workers into His harvest
field (Matt. 9:38).
Regardless of what is needed now or
what will be needed in the future, we can
remain confident, trusting that the God
who has called them is faithful and that
He will carry out His good work in them
until it is complete (Phil. 1:6).
As the construction of their new
home progressed and the time of their
departure drew near, Greg and Jean
have said, “We have been excited,
scared, and even overwhelmed at
times, but the peace that He has giv-

en us is as beautiful as is His love for
the Lencas.” Pray that the God of
peace who has so lovingly guided
Greg and Jean this far will never cease
to make His presence known to them.
Pray that the Hineses will continue
to hear His voice and yield to His instruction no matter what circumstances arise. As He has called them
to be salt and light among the Lencas,
may the light of His love continue to
shine so bright that our Father in
heaven may be glorified (Matt. 5:16).
Be in prayer regarding both their
physical and immediate needs. Pray
that the Lord will give them patience as
they adapt to life in a new environment
and the strength to carry out every task
that He has ordered for them to complete during their service in Honduras.
Pray that the Lencas will ever increase
in the wisdom of God’s holy Word so that
as they lift Him up, many others will be
drawn unto Him (John 12:32) through
the testament of their faith in action.
For recent information and additional updates on how God is continuing
to work in Honduras among the Lenca
people, feel free to contact Greg and
Jean Hines via e-mail through Frontline Missions at hines@fmusa.org. You
may also visit their blog for ministry
details, prayer requests, and additional opportunities for partnership. The
blog address is: inhinessighthonduras.
wordpress.com. To learn more about
how ALCG is helping families through
the creation of economic sustainability or to get involved, visit www.abundantlifecoffee.com. ★
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Adults
Becoming a Man of Integrity
BY

AD, can we please go to the
father-son retreat?” pleaded
Michael. “My new friends from church
are all going with their dads.”
Lee looked at his twelve-year-old
son. He would first have to talk with his
manager to see whether the car repair
shop where he worked would be in
good hands on the weekend of the retreat next month. “I think it can be
arranged,” he agreed.
“All right! Thanks, Dad!” shouted
Michael. “Wait until I tell the other boys
we’re coming too!”
Time passed quickly. Soon it was
the weekend of the retreat. When they
arrived at the lodge, Lee was surprised
to see so many men and boys. He did
not recognize many of them since their
family was new to the church.
The theme for the retreat was “Becoming a Man of Integrity.” The guest
speaker plunged right into the subject
right after supper. He first talked about
what “integrity” means—honest, ethical, fair, trustworthy, a man of his
word.
The speaker had the audience turn
to Numbers 14 in their Bibles. Lee’s
Bible was brand-new, for he had just
recently become a Christian. He
knew that there was a lot for him to
learn about it. They studied Caleb
and Joshua, who were sent out as
spies to find out about the Promised
Land that God had sworn to give to
His people, the Israelites. One spy
from each of the twelve tribes was
sent out. When they returned, ten
said that the land was bountiful but
that the people would surely be
slaughtered by those who lived there
because they were giants.
Caleb and Joshua, however, gave a
different report. Although they agreed
the people were formidable, they said
the Israelites could trust God to fight
for them and take the land.
The people overwhelmingly went
with the majority report. Because of
their unbelief, God prevented them
from ever entering the Promised Land.
Instead, they wandered in the desert
for forty years until all the adults, ex-
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cept Caleb and Joshua, died.
Joshua went on to become Moses’
successor. He was a powerful warrior
who led the people into the land.
Caleb, at that later point, was eightyfive years old and ready for battle to
take the land. Both of these men
showed they were not intimidated,
even though almost everyone else told
them they were crazy. They showed a
holy boldness for God.
“Tomorrow morning, we will be exploring the life of another man who
went against the majority and spoke
boldly for God,” said the speaker.
“That story was exciting, wasn’t it,
Dad?” asked Michael as they walked
to their room. “I never heard of Caleb
and Joshua before, did you?”
Lee shook his head. “No, this is all
new to me too. We’re learning together.”
As it turned out, almost everybody
learned something new the next
morning when the speaker had them
turn in their Bibles to I Kings 22. Micaiah was a little-known prophet of God.
As the speaker explained, a real
prophet of God always spoke the
truth. Micaiah lived during the time
when the kingdom was divided. He
served during the time of King Ahab,
one of the most evil kings Israel ever
had. Ahab did not serve God at all but
worshipped idols such as Baal.

Ahab felt he needed to go to battle
against King Aram. He asked King Jehoshaphat of Judah to partner with
him. Ahab called his four hundred
prophets together to tell him whether
or not he should go into battle. To a
man, each one said God was with him
and all would be well.
King Jehoshaphat asked whether
there was not a prophet who truly
spoke for God. He was not fooled by
them. Ahab admitted there was one,
named Micaiah, but he whined that
this prophet did not like him and always prophesied bad news for him.
Ahab sent for Micaiah. When the
prophet arrived, he first pretended to
agree with the other four hundred.
Ahab knew he was pretending. He told
Micaiah to tell the real news; the
prophet then said the people would
lose in battle and Ahab himself would
die.
In an attempt to thwart the prophecy,
King Ahab dressed as a regular soldier
rather than in his kingly robes. God allowed an arrow to hit Ahab, and he died.
“As you can see, Micaiah was not
afraid to boldly speak God’s words,
even though he was the only one,” the
speaker summed it up. “He could have
died for saying what he did.”
The men then broke up into small
groups to discuss what they had

learned so far. They decided that men
of integrity were not afraid to speak
boldly for what was right. They also
had a strong faith in God and His
promises. They were willing to do the
right thing, even if it meant death.
After lunch, there was time for recreation. Some went swimming in the
pool; others played baseball or basketball.
“How about you, Dad?” Michael
asked. “What are you going to do?”
Lee said, “I am going to take a walk
in the woods. I want to think about
what I’ve learned so far about becoming a man of integrity.”
As he walked away from the retreat
center, Lee took one of the trails into
the forest. It felt cooler in the shade of
the tall pines. Lee’s mind was spinning. He had been a believer in Christ
for only a few months, and he was
finding a whole new world. He was
learning more about the Bible and
what it had to say for his daily life. He
was also feeling bad because he knew
he was still a work in progress.
Lee sat on a large rock and thought
about his business. Yes, he was owner
of a profitable auto mechanic shop; he
had four hardworking employees, and
they were good at what they did. However, Lee knew he had cut corners—
nothing that would be life-threatening for
his customers, but he knew he regularly
overcharged them for parts and tires that
were not exactly top-of-the-line. Most
customers were not knowledgeable
enough to question what parts and service cost. It was sort of a joke among mechanics that they could charge whatever they wanted and no one would know
the difference.
Now this thought sprang into Lee’s
mind—God knew. God knew everything Lee had ever done that was shady
and just plain wrong. Until now, it had
not occurred to Lee that becoming a
Christian meant being totally honest in
his business. What would his employees think about the change Lee now believed he had to make? The former way
of doing business was their way of life.
Lee knew he had to make those
changes. Help me know how to do
this, he prayed silently to the Lord.
After supper, John the Baptist was
the next man of integrity about whom
they learned. This unique “outdoorsman” was the forerunner for the Messiah, Jesus. He spoke to the people boldly about repenting of their sins. He
baptized them in the Jordan River. One
day, Jesus Himself came and asked to
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be baptized by John. He humbled Himself as an example to the people, and
God the Father spoke from heaven
about being well pleased with His Son.
John was another who was not afraid
to speak the truth. When he criticized
King Herod for marrying his brother’s
wife, it cost him his head. Herod’s wife
(his sister-in-law) Herodias, was so incensed that she asked to have him
killed. He was executed by beheading.
“That was kind of gross,” Michael
said as they prepared for bed that
evening.
“Yes, I agree,” Lee admitted. “I
guess sometimes being a man of integrity has big consequences.”
Lee did not realize how true his
words were until they opened their
Bibles the next morning during their
Sunday worship time. The last man
they studied was Stephen from Acts
6 through 7. Stephen was described
as a man full of faith and the Spirit
(6:5), grace and power (vs. 8), and
wisdom (vs.10). His first job with the
new church, formed after Jesus ascended back into heaven, was to
take care of the daily collection and
distribution of food and other necessities for the poor, such as, for example, neglected widows in the
church (vs. 1).
God also used Stephen to perform
many miracles. The Bible does not
specify what these were, but they may
have been healings. The Jewish leaders did not like Stephen’s work, which
honored the risen Jesus. They were
doing all they could to stamp out this
new “cult,” for they considered it blasphemy against Moses, the temple, the
law, and God.
On trumped-up charges, the leaders brought Stephen before them. He
gave a rather long sermon, going
through their whole history and explaining how God had prepared them
for the coming Messiah. Stephen
boldly spoke of how their ancestors
had not believed and even persecuted
God’s prophets. He called the leaders
stiff-necked people, because they
would not believe Jesus was the
promised Messiah.
The leaders became so angry they
took Stephen outside the city and
stoned him to death. As he was being
struck with stones, Stephen said he
saw the heavens opening and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God. He
asked God to forgive his persecutors.
“Does this statement remind you of
someone else?” their speaker asked.

Many of the men noted that these
words were similar to what Jesus had
said as He was dying on the cross.
Stephen died for his faith in Christ, but
that was not the end of his story. A
younger member of the leadership,
Saul, held the cloaks of the ones who
were killing Stephen. He agreed strongly with what they were doing because, in
his eyes, Stephen had blasphemed
against the God of their fathers.
God had major changes ahead for
young Saul. On his way to Damascus to
arrest Christians, Saul was blinded by
God. Jesus spoke directly to him, telling
him that when he persecuted Christians, he was actually going against
God. Saul later was renamed Paul, and
he became the highly effective missionary for Christ to the Gentiles.
As Lee drove them home after the retreat, both he and Michael were quiet.
After many miles on the road, Michael
said, “Dad, I want to become a man of
integrity. I know I’m only twelve—”
“You are about to become a man,”
Lee interrupted. “You will soon have
greater responsibilities in school and
at home.”
“How can I become a man of integrity?” asked Michael.
“It’s a lifelong process, I think,” Lee
answered. “I know I am just beginning
on that road myself. Up until now, I
have not followed the way of Christ.
I’ve only thought of my needs and
what I could gain.”
“I’m glad we went to the retreat,”
Michael said as they unloaded their
bags from the car.
“Son, I am too. I only wish we had
learned these things a long time ago,”
Lee added. “Well, we know them now.
Now that we have learned about the
great Bible examples of men of integrity, we can learn to trust God to help us
live that way too. It’s His power in our
lives. That is what I’m learning.”
As they greeted the rest of their
family, Lee thought about the
changes that would take place at the
shop come Monday morning. He was
a little nervous but also excited. It
was a whole new chapter in his life
and in the business.
We are on the upward path, he
thought. This business will be one of
integrity, run by a man of integrity.
Hmm, maybe I should change the
name of the business to reflect what
the Bible says about integrity. That is
an idea! It will keep me looking up to
the Lord for daily strength and wisdom
to do what is right. ★
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Book Reviews

Controlling Initiators
BY

DAVID H. WILCOX, D. MIN.

Q. As a pastor, how can I initiate a plan
or project without trying to control the
outcome?
A. Leaders are initiators. Jesus, the
perfect example of godly leadership,
set many things in motion. He stated,
“For the Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was lost” (Luke
19:10).
Notice the words indicating the
leadership plan of Jesus. The Lord left
or set aside the glory of heaven to do
something on earth. On earth, He began many things. “He began to teach
in the synagogue: and many hearing
him were astonished, saying, From
whence hath this man these things?”
(Mark 6:2).
The hometown people of Nazareth
were amazed at His words and works.
Mark sees Jesus as a servant who
plans (initiates), develops, and completes the task before Him (4:1; 6:2,
34; 8:31).
Jesus Himself was an initiator as we
read in Mark 10:45: “For even the Son
of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life
a ransom for many.” Jesus finished
what He set out to do.
It is one thing to see Jesus as the
Author and Finisher of our faith; it is
another to think He becomes the “Enforcer” of godliness. God is the
blessed Controller of all things, but His
control does not remove our responsibility to act in obedience to Him (Acts
2:21; I Tim. 6:15; Eph. 1:11; Heb. 12:1).
When the Bible presents two apparently contradictory truths, we embrace both because we believe God.
My own experience stares me right
in the face when I think about your
question. Dreamers who initiate want
to see their plans come to fruition. We
enjoy the accomplishment of attainment.
As a pastor, I begin many things. My
attention to detail screams out for perfection. I am tempted to think that
every program, worship set, sermon,
and gathering must measure up to my
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expectation. Therefore, I think that if I
control the details, it will happen exactly as I hoped.
Can we initiate something without
controlling the process? Does everything have to come out just as we
planned? Can a teacher force students to learn? Jesus wept over
Jerusalem because the people did not
accept His teaching (Luke 19:41).
Ask yourself, “What is required if I
am a noncontrolling initiator?” Then
consider these answers.
1. It is good to initiate with passion.
Distinguish between things worth doing and just keeping busy. If you do not
care, should others care about your
project?
2. Have a higher purpose than the
immediate plan. Jesus came to do the
will of His Father. Worthy goals may include outreach to the unsaved, building a family, or mentoring by servant
leadership.
3. Respect the dignity of each person involved in the class, program, or
project.
4. Trust the sovereignty of God to do
His work in others as much as in yourself. This is high trust in God.
5. See eternal rather than temporal
value in all that you do. We used to
sing, “With eternity’s values in view
Lord. . . . May I do each day’s work for
Jesus, With eternity’s values in view”
(Smith).
6. Check your motivation. Why do
we do what we do? As growing Christians, we should do everything for the
glory of God (I Cor. 10:31).
7. Never give up. We will not let discouragement stop us. Perseverance
precedes godliness (II Pet. 1:6). ★
Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling
Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box
6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Holden, Joseph M. and Geisler, Norman. The
Popular Handbook of Archaeology and the
Bible. Eugene, Oregon: Harvest House,
2013.

HIS thoroughly researched volume
on archaeology and the Bible
comes highly recommended by outstanding evangelical leaders and authors. It is a gold mine of information
confirming the reliability of Scripture in
spite of the ancient and current rejections of the inspiration, and therefore
divine authority, of the Bible. Its title
and subtitle accurately describe its
contents.
I know of no other book dealing
with the same subject matter that
even comes close to the usefulness
and trustworthiness of this volume.
Both authors are highly qualified
scholars who know how to present
deep and difficult subject matter so
that laymen and learned scholars
both will profit greatly from its contents. Here is a reservoir of information to strengthen our faith. It is a
study guide, not a storybook, and
highly recommended.
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Walvoord, John F. Daniel. Chicago, Illinois:
Moody, 2012.

This is the revised and edited version of The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
published in 1966 by Dr. John F.
Walvoord, now deceased.
There are twelve chapters in this
edition, along with a bibliography,
subject index, Scripture index, and a
list of ancient sources. In both the original volume and this revised and edited version, the author wrote from a
premillennial, pretribulational perspective.
Daniel provides an excellent exposition of the book of Daniel and follows
an historical and literal method of interpretation. All the major portions of
Daniel are dealt with, including issues
that often divide Bible believers. In fairness to opposing views, those who
hold them are not maligned and
ridiculed. This was true in the original
volume also.
I highly recommend this volume to
serious students of God’s Word. Both
evangelical leaders and lay Christians
will profit greatly from it. ★
—Robert P. Lightner.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths
Stress the Importance of Fathers
BY

WRITER in a prominent newspaper once offered a poignant description of a typical dad on a television commercial:

A

“The hapless, bumbling father is a stock character in product marketing. He makes breakfast
for dinner and is incapable of handling, or sometimes even noticing, a soggy diaper. He tries
desperately to hide the crumb-strewn, dirtstreaked evidence of his poor parenting before
the mother gets home . . . [Dad] is incompetent
at managing a household as his wife was hyperefficient. In sitcoms, and in the commercials that
aired during sitcoms, Dad was a comic relief;
everyone knew that power in the home (economic power, especially) resided with Mom.”

This is the new normal for families:
Dad is a bumbling, somewhat idiotic
figure, while Mom is the key person in
the family—efficient, focused, with an
I-can-have-it-all attitude. Mom is the
new hero; Dad is almost irrelevant. Indeed, as a recent article published by
the Institute for Family Studies points
out, “The irrelevancy of fathers had
become an article of faith among researchers, and why would any of them
question something they knew to be
true?” (Raeburn, “Do Fathers Matter?”
www.family-studies.org).
Any effective youth ministry must
stress the importance of fathers to their
children. This truth is more vital today
because there is a genuine crisis of
fatherhood in America, and the church is
not immune to this crisis. Consider this
fact: “According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, 24 million children in America—
one out of every three—live in biological
father-absent homes” (www.father
hood.org). In 1960, just 11 percent of
American children lived in homes without fathers. The National Fatherhood Initiative states that “nine in ten American
parents agree this is a crisis.”
Significant bodies of research have
determined that fatherlessness significantly affects suicide, incarceration
risk, and mental health of children. The
new fatherhood is not merely a
lifestyle question. Fathers spending
time with their children results in a better, healthier, more educated, more
stable, less criminal world. Exposure
to a father is a public good. Fathers are
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vital to the well-being of children.
A leading senator argues that the
family must be at the center of economic policy for the United States. He
has been quoted as saying, “The truth
is, the greatest tool to lift children and
families from poverty is one that decreases the probability of child poverty by 82 percent. But it isn’t a government spending program. It’s called
marriage” (Wilcox, “Rubio, Marriage,
and Work,” www.nationalreview.com).
American culture is increasingly redefining the image and perception of
what it means to be a man. Some who
have written about this crisis have
asked what the outcome would be
when “man” is synonymous with “uneducated,” which is synonymous with
“failure.”
A number of scholars and researchers have provided statistics
that show boys are facing a crisis. The
diagnosis rate of ADHD is as high as
13.2% for American boys, a percentage more than two times for girls.
Boys are expelled from preschool
nearly five times as often as girls. In elementary and secondary school,
boys get Ds and Fs at more than three
times the rate of girls. On twelfthgrade standardized tests, 28% of
boys score below basic levels in writing (it is 14% for girls), and 31% of
boys are below basic levels in reading
(it is 20% for girls).
The gap in the high school dropout
rates persists even as the general rate
of dropouts declines. Across grades
four, eight, and twelve, boys write at
lower levels than girls.
Boys’ juvenile-arrest rate is more
than two times what it is for girls. Boys
are 71 percent of juvenile offenders.
Boys are twice as likely to be threatened with a weapon in high school.
Maturity and despair go together for
boys. Between ages ten and fourteen,
boys are about twice as likely to kill
themselves. Between fifteen and nineteen, they are almost four times as
likely. After twenty-four, almost five

times. Women account for 56.5 percent of all undergrad enrollments. And
women account for nearly 60 percent
of bachelor’s and master’s degrees.
In our culture, there are few good
role models of what it means to be a
man or what it means to be a father.
Men have abused their roles, and Hollywood has fueled this self-destructive
image by depicting men and fathers as
self-centered bullies and abusers.
In addition, the sexual revolution of
the last fifty years has fostered the perception of sexuality as synonymous
with self-indulgence and pleasure.
Children are not the consequence of
sex, but an aside. Therefore, men pursue women for sex, and if a child happens to be a consequence, men often
assume no responsibility for the
child—hence the significant growth of
single-parent families.
All the studies support what Scripture has taught for over three thousand years—God created the family
and defined clearly the respective
roles for both the father and the mother. Our society needs a refresher
course on Genesis 2, Ephesians 5,
and Colossians 3. These passages
define the role responsibilities of fathers and mothers and articulate the
principles associated with God-centered parenting.
A husband and a wife who become
a dad and a mom serve complementary roles in their relationship with
each other and in their parenting responsibilities. But permeating God’s
Word is the clear assertion that God
gives the husband the primary responsibility for leadership in the family (I Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:21-33; 6:4; I Tim.
5:8; I Pet. 3:7). If that leadership responsibility, including spiritual leadership of the home, falters, children suffer.
The breakdown of the family structure is not primarily a political or economic problem; it is a spiritual problem. The solution is not political or
economic; it is spiritual. ★
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Teenagers
How Is Your Spiritual Fruit?
BY

IDAN’S heart soared with great joy
and deep humility as the youth
leader at his church approached him.
“Hey, Aidan, would you mind helping
me out now and then on Thursday
nights with youth group for a while?”
he asked. “I have been extra busy lately and could really use the help. The
topic we have been studying is based
on Galatians 5, the fruit of the Spirit.”
“Sure thing, Pastor Ron! It would be
a privilege to help out,” Aidan answered.
That particular portion of Scripture
was very familiar to Aidan. A few years
ago, when he was seventeen, the
youth group had studied the same
topic. At that point in his life, however,
Aidan’s attitude and lifestyle were
quite different.
Thinking back, Aidan could still
vividly remember that dark period of
his life: His thoughts took him there, almost as if it were yesterday.
He remembered sitting at youth
group when Pastor Ron had called
on him to read Galatians 5:22-25,
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which was the text for that night’s
Bible study.
Pastor Ron called the series “How Is
Your Spiritual Fruit?” The group would
study a particular fruit of the Spirit
based on those verses, then be challenged to look for evidence of that fruit
in the coming weeks in their lives. To
add to the study, he would always
bring a huge basket of fresh fruit into
the meetings as an object lesson and
for everyone to enjoy.
As a youngster, Aidan had been eager to attend Sunday school in his
small hometown church. He rarely was
absent from class. It was at the young
age of six when Aidan asked the Lord
Jesus Christ to be his Lord and Saviour. He remembered feeling God’s
love, and he believed his sins were forgiven.
However, as the years went by and
Aidan entered his early teens, he began to lose interest in Sunday school,
church, and Bible study. Youth group
even became boring to him. Sundays
became a day to sleep in and “chill,”

as his new friends, who did not attend
church, saw it.
Also discouraging to his spiritual life
was the fact that drug and alcohol
abuse was a huge and growing problem in his area, especially among the
youth. By the tenth grade, Aidan began to experiment with alcohol and
cigarettes as the older boys he began
hanging out with offered them to him.
He knew it was wrong, but he did not
want to be thought of as uncool or
weird.
Looking back now, Aidan knew,
even in the midst of his rebellion, that
the Holy Spirit was at work in his life.
As he faced each temptation, he
would be reminded of verses he had
memorized in youth group and Sunday school, such as “There hath no
temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful,
who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it”
(I Cor. 10:13).
Aidan was well versed in the Bible.
His problem was not one of ignorance
of the Word but rather one of disobedience to it (cf. Jas. 1:22-25). As he
had continued to sin, his conscience
became dull, grieving the Holy Spirit
(Eph. 4:30).
Aidan’s relationship with his parents
had become strained. They confronted him out of growing concern about
his slipping grades, tardy slips, detentions, and questionable friendships.
They asked him what was going on in
his life and where he had been going.
Aidan had grown increasingly irritated at what he saw as intrusive questioning by overprotective parents. This
often led to arguments and strife.
When high school graduation approached, excitement mounted
among those who were seniors. Many
parties were being planned. One day,
Aidan had received a text message:
“Party at Sasha’s tonight. You better
come”!

A former friend of Aidan’s, Tony, had
asked, “Hey Aidan, are you going
tonight?”
“Yep. Are you going?” Aidan had
replied. He felt he had some justification to go to a party where some beer
would be present after the last fight he
and his parents had.
“You know I will be there. I am the
one bringing the beer!”! Tony answered back as he took off to the next
class as the bell rang.
As Aidan came home from school
that day, he immediately began gathering up some things and heading for
the door. “Aidan, where are you off to
already?” his mother asked.
“Tony, Jessie, Cindy, and I are going
over to Sasha’s place tonight for a
campfire to celebrate graduation,”
Aidan replied.
“Will her parents be home to supervise? Will there be alcohol there?” his
mother asked.
“Mom, stop worrying! Yes, her parents will be there, and nobody is going
to be drinking.” Aidan felt a prick in his
heart. He did not like lying to his mom;
they had always been close.
Around 11:00 P.M. Aidan got a text
message from his mom reminding him
to be home by 1:00 A.M., a curfew later than usual, but it was a Saturday
night as well as a special celebration.
Aidan had replied with “OK.” After
his mom read it and had prayed for her
son’s safety, she and Aidan’s dad went
to bed.
Aidan’s mom awoke from a deep
sleep around 4:00 A.M. She checked to
make sure Aidan had returned home,
only to find that his car was not in the
driveway.
Next, she had grown quite concerned when she heard sirens in the
distance—an accident or fire! Grabbing her phone and texting “Where are
you?” she quickly ran out toward the
garage, thinking her son possibly
parked on the other side of it and she
simply had not seen his car.
There in the thick fog and darkness
of the night, her heart sank. There was
no sign of the car and no response to
her text.
She had begun to pray, asking the
Lord to watch over her son, whatever
was going on. She feared that siren
was for him.
Later, her phone rang. It was the police. “Mrs. Holt, my name is Trooper
George Morris. I am calling to tell you
that your son has been in an accident
and is on the way to City Hospital now.”
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As Aiden’s parents had rushed into
the hospital, along with Aidan’s
Grandpa, they were met by a Dr.
Yohe. “Your son’s X-rays show that
he has suffered a broken neck. He is
lucky to even be alive, let alone not
paralyzed. There appears to be no injury to the spinal cord. It is hard to
believe that he was able to get out of
his car, walk up a hill, and call for help
at the scene.”
Aidan had driven his car into a tree.
He had not been wearing his seatbelt.
The impact of the airbag coupled with
an unrestrained neck and head more
than likely led to the break in his neck.
His car was totaled.
Aidan then spent twelve weeks
wearing a halo vest that kept his neck
and spine stable. It was heavy, hot,
and terribly uncomfortable, but his
doctors hoped that Aidan’s neck
would fuse naturally back together,
thus avoiding surgery. Aidan’s life had
changed dramatically in one night.
During his long recovery at home,
Aidan’s stubborn and rebellious heart
began to soften and change as he saw
how much his family loved him. Despite his bad attitude and the poor
choices he had made, they did so
much to help him recover.
He also noticed that his so-called
buddies rarely came around to hang
out anymore. After all, Aidan could no
longer party with them.
More important, Aidan began to see
clearly things that God was revealing
to him—things he had missed while he
was living in rebellion.
As Aidan pulled out his Bible, his
dad suggested he read Psalm 1, which
clearly showed who will be blessed,
who will not, and why.
He started thinking about all the
times the Lord and his parents tried to
warn him about the company he kept,
being improperly yoked with them
(II Cor. 6:14). As he thought about his
actions, he knew Mom and Dad had
been right. His mom always said,
“Birds of the same feather flock together.”
Most important of all, Aidan realized
he had hurt the heart of God his Father.
Aiden had abandoned the truth of the
gospel he had once professed. Like
the prodigal son in Luke 15, he had rebelled against the Father and turned to
a life of sin. He wanted to restore the
relationships he had broken.
Aidan asked his family for forgiveness, which they were more than happy to give.

He also asked the Lord for forgiveness and recommitted his life to Him.
Forgiven and grateful to have been
spared in the terrible wreck, he was
now filled with new excitement to
serve his risen Lord.
As Aidan was reading Mathew 7:20,
“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall
know them,” he wanted to be sure his
fruit was good. He did not want to hinder God’s work in his life anymore or
be a stumbling block to others by
compromised behavior.
Aidan once again became active in
his church, including helping to lead
the youth group when needed. Knowing how quickly life can change, he began witnessing to people, starting with
his lost friends.
Aidan thought about all the things
he had learned during his time away
from the Lord and how much had been
pruned and then restored.
Aiden knew he wanted to share his
testimony anywhere the Lord led him.
He knew many young believers who
struggled with peer pressure and
compromise in their walk with the
Lord.
Noticing his old halo vest he had to
wear those dreaded twelve weeks, he
thought about what a great visual tool
it would make. He could compare the
heaviness and weight of the halo vest
to the heaviness and weight of sin in
peoples’ lives.
Pastor Ron called Aidan a few
weeks after they had spoken in
church. “Aidan, I need you to cover
youth group for me tonight alone. I
have to go to the hospital to see one
of our youth who was involved in a car
accident last night. I am sorry to do
this to you, buddy. Can you do it?”
Aidan said, “Sure, and I know just
what I will bring in and speak about. It
is no problem. In fact, I look forward to
it. And don’t worry; I will not forget the
basket of fruit!”
As Aidan read through the passages
selected for that night’s lesson, as well
as went over his own testimony, his
heart was overwhelmed by the goodness of God.
Aidan prayerfully entered the meeting room, basket of fruit in hand. He
opened with some thought-provoking
questions: “How is the spiritual fruit in
your life? Can you say it accurately reflects who God made you to be? As
you consider that, may I tell you about
the fruit God patiently cultivated in my
life through a series of events I still can
hardly believe?” ★
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For Teens Only
Reading Between the Lines
BY

N 1943, when Pastor Dietrich
Bonhoeffer was imprisoned in
Hitler’s Germany, his family sent coded
messages to him in books and food
parcels by placing an almost-indiscernible dot below certain letters in the
book’s text, thus spelling words. The
message began at the end of the book.
The next dotted letter would be ten
pages away from the previous one.
Through this simple yet complicated method, Bonhoeffer read between
the lines, as it were, to know what was
taking place outside his prison walls
and to keep abreast of what his fellowconspirators against Hitler were saying to the Reich authorities.
Reading between the lines is a common practice. When you hear someone say, “I was planning to go to Tracy’s party, but it was canceled,” you
read between the lines to decipher the
true meaning. Depending upon how
the words were said, you would infer
that either the person was disappointed or that the cancellation did not
bother her since she did not really
want to go in the first place.
“Reading between the lines” is a figurative expression for looking deeper
into what is said in order to decipher
what is meant. It is finding out a hidden meaning, something which might
be implied but not stated.
Much attention is given both to the
birth of Jesus Christ and to His death
and resurrection. That is good, because “when the fulness of the time
was come, God sent forth his Son . . .
to redeem” (Gal. 4:4-5). That was
God’s plan for man’s salvation. Christmas celebrations and Resurrection
Sunday activities abound both inside
and outside of Christian circles.
The humbling of God the Son in becoming a human baby and in giving
Himself to die as a sacrifice for our sin
is well-known (cf. Phil. 2:5-8). But have
you ever wondered what happened in
between those events? Have you read
between the lines of His birth and
earthly ministry?
Jesus’ parents, Joseph and Mary,
were diligent to obey God’s laws.

I
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Eight-day-old Baby Jesus was circumcised, as the law commanded,
and given the name instructed by
God’s messenger to each parent
(Matt. 1:21; Luke 1:31; 2:21).
Forty days after Jesus’ birth, His
family returned to Jerusalem for
Mary’s purification sacrifice, after
which Baby Jesus was shown to
Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:21-38).
During the next eleven years, God
tells us what Jesus did: “The child
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled
with wisdom: and the grace of God
was upon him” (Luke 2:40). Although I
am sure the boy Jesus knew how to
play with neighbors and friends, His
childhood years were not frittered
away. They were years devoted to becoming what God intended Him to be.
Every year Joseph and Mary made
the sixty-three-mile journey from
Nazareth south to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover Feast. It was their
custom; it was what the child Jesus
did (Luke 2:41).
The next chronological mention of
Him is when twelve-year-old Jesus
spent at least three days listening to and
discussing Scripture with Jewish
theologians at that annual holy day
gathering (Luke 2:41-50). Astonishment
“at his understanding and answers”
was the response of the educated doctors to the young Jesus.
Following that incident, Luke 2:51
informs us that Jesus returned home
to Nazareth with His parents and “was
subject unto them.”
Then Jesus turned thirteen! What
about those teenage years, the years
you are in right now? What did Jesus
do when He was your age?
Probably you have heard Luke 2:52
quoted many times, maybe even
memorized it. It succinctly describes
what Jesus the teenager did, teaching
us what is important to God. In addition to submitting to His parents, “Jesus increased in wisdom and stature,
and in favour with God and man.”
That is all that is said, but we can get
a picture of who Jesus the teenager was
and what Jesus the teenager did! Out-

lining the four areas of Jesus’ growth
can be done this way: mental, physical,
spiritual, and social. Discerning how
that applies to a teenager today takes a
careful study of God’s Word and biblically-based reading between the lines.
I strongly recommend that you read
The Teenage Years of Jesus Christ (The
Sword of the Lord), written by youth
pastor Jerry L. Ross. One of his challenging ideas is to list six things that are
important to you. From that list comes a
picture of what kind of teenager you are.
In addition to studying what the Bible
says, the author gives relevant ways for
a young person to evaluate his life and
to set his course to be a Christlike
teenager.
Are you thinking, It was easy for Jesus! He was God! Although Jesus is
God, He laid aside all the glory of
heaven to become a man (Phil. 2:7).
During His teenage years, Jesus’ life
was probably much like yours. He became hungry (cf. Matt. 21:18). Sin
tempted Him, just like it does you and
me (Heb. 4:15). His body felt pain. Getting along with siblings had to be a
part of His life (Matt. 13:55-56), just as
it is probably part of yours.
As we saw earlier, Jesus willingly
obeyed His parents, one of whom was
not His real father. He subjected Himself
to them. He knew who His real Father is
(Luke 2:49). Jesus learned, trained, and
worked just as you do today.
Jesus did not automatically know
the Scriptures. How did He obtain understanding and answers that astounded the religious leaders? He
learned to read, even though it appears that He was not placed in a
wealthy family where education was
available. He studied the Scriptures intently and meditated on God’s Word. It
governed all areas of His life! Fulfilling
Scripture was an important goal to
Him (Matt. 26:54; Mark 14:49; John
13:18; 17:12; 19:28).
Being born to parents who loved the
Lord, I was taught the Scriptures from
infancy. Sometimes as a teenager, I
wondered if I was really growing spiritually, if having personal devotions did

any good, but I clung tenaciously to
James 4:8: “Draw nigh to God, and he
will draw nigh to you.” If I did what God
said, I knew He would keep His Word.
He has, and He will for you too!
Knowing God’s Word instilled a reverence for Him within me. I knew that
real, lasting joy followed obedience
and that sin would be punished. This
knowledge helped me refuse to sin
many times (cf. Prov. 9:10).
Earning a living by following the
trade of the father used to be the common practice of sons. Joseph the carpenter taught his son woodworking
skills. Jesus had to learn, practice, and
hone His carpentry skills (cf. Matt.
13:55; Mark 6:3). He worked hard; His
muscles probably ached! Do you think
He did haphazard, shoddy work, just
to get by?
A Christian teenager should be
known as a good worker. Recently a
college freshman said a fast-food
chain had called her Bible college to
ask students to interview for work.
They already knew that Christian
workers were often great employees!
Was Jesus like the majority of
teenagers around Him? Look around
you. How many teens in your youth
group are focused on the same things
Jesus was as a teenager?
Often one person makes a big difference to many. Young David’s trust in
and defense of God brought victory to
Israel over the Philistines (I Sam. 17).
Young Daniel determined not to break
God’s dietary laws, even while living in
the heathen king’s palace, thus helping three other Hebrew teens to do
right (Dan. 1:7-8).
I know one young man in a small
church who became burdened to give
himself to serve God. Because of this,
other teenagers chose to seek God in
their daily lives. Each Sunday, several
of them came to the front to pray.
When the adults witnessed this revival, some of them responded to the
call to come pray.
After His teen years and after His
twenties, the next segment of Jesus’
life began with His temptation in the
wilderness and His baptism by John
the Baptist. He was thirty years old
(Luke 3:23). Jesus continued living the
rest of His life with the pattern He had
begun as a youth.
Can you see opportunities for you
as a teenager to be like your great example Jesus Christ? Read the
Gospels for yourself, and read between the lines. ★
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Teen Scene
Friendships
BY

JED N. SNYDER, D. MIN.

Q. My school friends think of me as
“stupid” because my moral values are
different. How can I deal with them?
A. You are touching on some real concerns that seem especially hard today
as moral values are being lowered
more and more. Peer pressures and
other cultural pressures can be intense. These may be more constant
because of smartphones and other
devices that allow you to be continually connected to others.
You may have noticed that lower standards are easier to keep in the beginning
than are high standards, but these lower standards bring difficulties later. So to
help you overcome the hurtful teasing
and the temptation to “give in,” it will be
good for you to remind yourself of the
things and people that are most important to you. God speaks about priorities
in our relationships in this verse: “For
they loved the praise of men more than
the praise of God” (John 12:43). Those
folks had it wrong. They were more concerned about the opinions of others than
about what pleases God.
At any time and nearly everywhere,
the culture, with its enticements, pulls
against the values of Christians. When
nonbelieving friends are “behaving badly” and urging you to join them, the power trying to pull you away from the Lord
can seem nearly unbearable. If you do
not join in their attitudes, words, and actions, they often begin to treat you as
different and “weird.” This treatment will
usually be painful, but it is not unbearable because of the wonder of our Lord.
Here is a promise that states the believer’s advantage: “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than
he that is in the world” (I John 4:4).
The first thing to consider is that a
decision to live for the Lord should be
resolutely made (Rom. 12:1). When the
pressures arise, you will be in a better
spiritual position, in close fellowship
with God Himself to discern how to respond without being dragged down
by unwise ways.
The second thing is to keep close to
Christian friends. If you do not have

Christian friends, pray for God to bring
them to you. Ecclesiastes 4:12 shows
us that two or, better yet, three can be
much stronger under pressure than
one alone. We really do need one another.
Q. How can I maintain friendship with
the right group of kids?
A. By asking this question, you are
showing that you want what is right in
terms of friendship.
Friendship requires that two (or
more) people desire to share their lives.
Friendships often begin without any
planning. They just seem to happen.
However, there are times that these
spontaneous friendships are not
healthy. In these cases there is the danger that the interaction will drag you
into detrimental thoughts and actions.
But often you can choose a person
who you think will make a good friend;
then you can make efforts to become a
friend. As much as possible, you can find
things that you both enjoy. There will also
probably be places you would both like
to visit. Try to go to those places. A sport,
especially if it is connected with a Christian school or church, will put you with
kids that could be the right group for you.
While making and maintaining friends
with the right kinds of people will take effort, the rewards are very gratifying.
Following these guidelines will help
you be more attractive as a potential
friend. Your efforts usually will be rewarded. The Bible expects us to have
friends that we can depend upon. Remember this verse: “there is a friend
that sticketh closer than a brother”
(Proverbs 18:24).
You probably know that some people who would like to be your friends
will not be trustworthy. Some will not
share your values. While we can always act kindly toward these individuals, it is possible that their worldview
and their life standards will cause our
standards to be negatively affected.
Also, your adversary the devil does
not desire you to have a group of other godly people around you. Ultimate(Continued on page 47)
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Boys and Girls
Abby! Obey!
BY

UT of all Ten Commandments,
there is only one that gives a
blessing. The fifth commandment
says, “Honour thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee” (Exodus 20:12).
Abby’s dad and mom loved their little angel. They held Abby in their arms.
Before they knew it, she was saying her
first word. Her first word was not
“Mama” or “Dada,” as they had hoped.
Abby’s first word came out loud and
clear—“No! No! No!” and then she
boldly sat down in the middle of her
scattered toys and did not budge.
That was the beginning of her parent’s battle with her strong will that
continued well into her ninth year. Her
strong will was not cute. She was a difficult child to discipline. Many times
her bad behavior exhausted her parents.
Her dad and mom tried different
ways to handle Abby’s bad behavior.
Time-outs worked when she was
younger. As Abby grew and understood more, she would be grounded
or lose privileges. Her parents often
made her write and memorize Bible
verses that fit each situation.
Abby had many times written, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for
this is right. Honour thy father and
mother; (which is the first commandment with promise)” (Ephesians 6:1-2).
In the fifth commandment, God
promised a long life for being respectful and obedient to parents. Surely
Abby would like that. How loving our
heavenly Father is for offering us a
promise just for doing right!
Abby’s parents told her, “You have
no idea how blessed you are to live in
such a nice home with loving parents.
We give you nice things. You are
blessed. And we are not even that
strict compared to what we could be.”
Abby sat with her arms crossed and
her eyes looking away when her mom
asked her to clear all the dishes from the
table and put them in the dishwasher
before she began her homework.
“I can’t now, Mom; I just started
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reading my book. I’ll do it later.”
Her mom answered, “You will do no
such thing. Dishes with food on them
do not wait till you feel like it, little missy. Please do as I said. Now!”
Abby often did not obey immediately. She would obey when she felt like it.
Her mom often used God’s Word to get
her point across whenever she could.
“Abby, can you name for me someone in the Bible who acted like you are
right now—disobedient? Can you
think of someone right away? I know
I’m thinking of someone,” Mom said.
“Yes, Mom, you know I love the story
of Jonah and the whale,” Abby said.
“Exactly, and how did Jonah disobey,
and whom did he disobey?” Mom
asked.
“God told Jonah to go to Nineveh
and warn the Ninevites that God was
going to destroy them because they
were wicked. But he ran away in the
other direction instead,” Abby said.
“Tell me, Abby, you don’t seem to
mind disobeying me at all,” Mom said.
“You’re a little better about obeying
Dad right away, but you hardly ever
seem to take me seriously. Are you
afraid when you disobey God?”
“When do I disobey God? I don’t
think I do that.”

“Of course you do, Abby. We taught
you right from wrong since you were in
diapers. You know not to lie, not to
steal, and not to be disrespectful. All
those things are disobeying God.
“In fact, Abby, this is a very important point. All sin is against God. You
may not obey your dad or me, but in
truth, when you do not obey us, you
have sinned against God.”
“Wow, I never thought of that. It
seems a little scary, Mom. Are you sure
that’s right?” Abby asked.
“Oh, yes, dear, I am very sure. Remember how David sinned when he
took Bath-sheba to be his wife and had
her husband, Uriah, killed in battle?
Well, when the Prophet Nathan accused him of those sins, David realized
what he had done. The Bible says, ‘And
David said unto Nathan, I have sinned
against the Lord’ (II Samuel 12:13).
“But let’s talk about Jonah again.
Tell me what else we are to learn from
dear old Jonah.”
“I know, Mom, he was swallowed by
a whale. Everyone knows that!” Abby
replied.
“It never hurts to go over it again. We
study God’s Word to help us grow and
to change our lives for the better. It is not
just children, Abby, that God expects to
study and live by His Word. Your dad
and I have to obey God all day long too.”
“Parents don’t have to worry about
that stuff. They get to do what they
want all the time,” Abby said.
“We only wish that were true—well,
I’m not sure we wish it were true, because the world would be in complete
chaos if we acted that way. But that is
not the point,” Mom said.
“Everyone has to obey the rules and
do right and good all the time. That’s
why we make such a big deal out of it
all. It seems harder in this home, because you fight us on it so often.
“Jonah was just like that. God said
to do this, and Jonah did what he
wanted to do instead, which was the
exact opposite. I ask you to do the
dishes, and you say you have something else to do. What did God do to
get Jonah’s attention?”

“I told you. He made him be swallowed by the whale,” Abby answered.
“God did a lot more than that,” Mom
said. “What else happened? Find it in
the Bible and read it, Abby.” She handed Abby a Bible.
“Oh, Mom,” Abby said with a whine.
“Do you want to do this or the
dishes?” Mom asked.
“I want this; this is good.” Abby
quickly started to read and then said,
“Oh, yeah, the storm came, and they
thought the boat was going to turn
over and they would all die.”
“That’s right, but what was Jonah
doing?” Mom asked.
“He was asleep,” Abby answered.
“Just imagine, Abby—think of how
little he cared about disobeying an
Almighty God’s command. He was
sound asleep with no regard for God—
not one bit of remorse about his disobedience,” Mom asserted.
“But he was good when he told the
truth and didn’t want the sailors to die,
Mom. It was good when he told the
captain he was the reason for the
storm and to throw him overboard to
save them all.”
“That’s true, but God still was going
to do whatever it took to get Jonah’s
attention and obedience.
“What happened in the belly of the
whale, Abby? That is where the real
lessons begin.”
“What do you mean, Mom? What
kind of lessons?” Abby asked.
“You tell me. What do you think Jonah had to learn?”
“Like you said, he had to learn to
obey, I guess,” Abby answered.
“You don’t guess. Of course obedience needs to be learned. That is precisely why every parent is accountable
to God in making sure we teach you.
Your dad and I teach you what you
should and shouldn’t do and expect
you to obey,” Mom said.
“I know, but sometimes it’s hard and
I’m busy with other stuff, and sometimes it’s so lame. Like I can’t watch TV
or play games or even read. You know
I love to read. You say that I get lost in
a good book, Mom. You even say you
like that,” Abby said.
“And I do love that, Abby. But sometimes even doing something that is
permitted may not be the right thing to
do at the time. We all have to do things
we don’t enjoy doing. It’s all about
growing up.
“Jonah needed to see that when
God tells us to go or to do, we not only
have to obey immediately, but we
SUMMER QUARTER 2016

should rejoice in doing so because it
pleases God. We want to obey God
because He has done so much for us.
Think of a few things God has done for
you, Abby.”
“I don’t know,” Abby responded.
“Yes, you do. We talk about it all the
time in this house, especially when we
pray. Now tell me,” Mom said.
“He loves us. Jesus died for us. He let
us be His children. And He’s good to let
us live in a free country and not suffer
like other Christians do in other places.”
“Those are great, Abby. How about
thinking of something just today? How
has He shown His love for you since
you woke up this morning?”
“Mom, I don’t know—what do you
want?” Abby said, whining.
“I want you to be aware that God is
with us working in our lives all the time.
Jonah’s every move, every minute,
was being watched by God, and God
wanted to save Jonah from himself,
not to harm him.
“God would not have let that boat
sink or those sailors drown, but He
wanted Jonah to know He wasn’t fooling around when He said to obey.
“So Jonah was in the belly of a big
fish, which was dark and gross. What
does your Bible say Jonah did then?”
Mom asked.
“Well, he realized God was angry
with him, so he prayed,” Abby said.
“And what did he pray about?” Mom
asked.
“He told God that he was scared
and sorry, and he wanted God to rescue him,” Abby said.
“Exactly, so Jonah should have
done what in the first place?” Mom
asked.
“I know, Mom, do what God had told
him to do in the first place,” Abby answered.
“So what can we learn from books
like this in the Bible? What do you
think I have been trying to say to you?”
“You want me to learn that God
wants me to obey and know that I
please Him when I do,” Abby said.
“And what do you think the lesson
for right now is?” Mom asked.
“You want me to do the dishes with
a happy smile and be thankful that I
live in a nice home with beautiful dishes to wash,” Abby said as she closed
her book, walked over to sink, and
started to do the dishes.
“Wow, Abby, you did get the message loud and clear. I am very proud of
you for acting on it so sweetly. Thank
you, dear.” ★

Noah’s Ark

The Walking Stick
BY

WANDA ERBSE

NSECTS are the most abundant of all
creatures, comprising almost twothirds of the earth’s animal species.
One of the most strange and interesting insects is the one known variously
as the walking stick, stick insect, and
stick bug.
God designed the walking stick with
one of the most efficient natural camouflages on earth. Their body structure and coloration are like a twig, so
they can graze on leaves and not be
noticed. They vary in size according to
their species. There have been over
3,000 species identified all over the
world. Depending on what the trees
are like in their native habitat, they will
mimic a twig or branch from that tree.
North America is home to the smallest species of walking stick, which
grows to a half-inch long. The largest
species, from the Asian island Borneo,
can reach an impressive twenty-one
inches in length, making it one of the
world’s longest insects. Many stick insects have wings and are beautiful,
while others resemble little more than
a twig with antennae, which they use
for feeling and smelling. Their six legs
are used for walking, but they move
very slowly. And being mainly nocturnal, they spend much of their day motionless and hidden under plants.
When a female stick insect deposits
her eggs, the life cycle of her offspring
begins. Depending on the species of
stick bug, a single female lays one
hundred to twelve hundred eggs after
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You and Your Bible
BY

MARY LYNN BUSHONG

Going God’s Way
Use Judges 6 to get clues to unscramble the words, and use the circled
letters to unscramble the answer to the question below.

䡬

1. DIANIM ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ (verse 1)

䡬
䡬 ____ ____ ____ ____ (verse 25)
THING ____
䡬 ____ (verse 11)
GLEAN ____ ____ ____ ____
䡬 ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ (verse 11)
PHAROH ____
䡬 ____ ____ ____ (verse 4)
ZAAG ____

2. SRALIE ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ (verse 1)
3.
4.
5.
6.

7. Who was one of Israel’s greatest judges?
____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

Word Search
Find and circle the following words in the puzzle. The words may be forward,
backward, up, down, or diagonal.
OBEYED PROPHET JOASH BONDAGE VALOR MIRACLES
SIGN TRUMPET FLEECE WATER BOWL GROVE
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Multiple Choice
1. ____ The children of Israel made their homes in A. grass huts; B. stone forts;
C. caves; D. cities.
2. ____ There were so many Midianites that their numbers were compared to
A. sand; B. grasshoppers; C. stars; D. camels.
3. ____ Who came to talk to Gideon while he threshed wheat? A. a king; B. his
father; C. his brother; D. an angel.
4. ____ What did he tell Gideon? A. he would be king; B. he would save his
people; C. he would become rich; D. he would join the enemy.
5. ____ What did Gideon use to be sure of God’s will? A. a fleece; B. a Bible;
C. a sacrifice; D. an army.
Answers:
★ Going God’s Way: 1. Midian; 2. Israel; 3. night; 4. angel; 5. Ophrah; 6. Gaza;
7. Gideon. Multiple Choice: 1. C; 2. B; 3. D; 4. B; 5. A.

mating. The time that it takes for the
eggs to hatch varies from thirteen to
more than seventy days in different climates. When the eggs hatch, the insects resemble ants, yet they are born
into the world as almost perfect copies
of their parents. Eventually they
emerge and climb the nearest tree to
safety.
All walking sticks are purely herbivores (plant-eating animals). They are
able to break down leaves that would
be hard for us to digest. Although several species live in temperate regions,
others live in the tropics and subtropics. Walking sticks thrive most in
forests and grasslands.
Stick insects can play dead to
thwart predators. Sometimes they will
shed an occasional limb to escape an
enemy’s grasp; God gave them the
ability to regrow a missing leg! They
may even regenerate more than one
leg during their lifetime. Unlike crickets and grasshoppers, stick insects
cannot jump or leap. Little is known
about stick insects in the wild, which
makes it difficult to exactly know how
vulnerable they are living in various
habitats.
With God’s design, walking sticks
have the most masterful disguise, giving them camouflage to aid against
predators such as lizards, birds, and
spiders. Some are also masters of deceit with the ability to change color according to their surroundings. God
also gave some of the walking sticks
strong, sharp spines on the outside of
their bodies for more protection.
Today some human activities pose
a serious threat to the stick insect.
Insecticides used to protect crops
from harmful insects kill walking
sticks as well (some consider the
stick bugs injurious to some ecosystems). However, the greatest threat
is the destruction of their homes.
Human development has decreased
their habitats. When the trees and
bushes disappear, so do the stick insects.
The stick bug is a wonderful creation. God made them to be able to
blend in with their environment. But as
Christians, God does not want us to
be like stick bugs. He wants us to
stand out and be examples to others.
We should “be not conformed to this
present world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”
(Rom. 12:2). ★

Wit and Wisdom Cartoons

Quote-ables
Praise Him!

“A smooth sea never made a skillful
mariner.”

Thomas Ken (1637–1711): “Praise
God, from whom all blessings
flow;/Praise Him, all creatures here below; / Praise Him above, ye heav’nly
host, / Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost.”

***
“Worry—a mental tornado—a dog
chasing its own tail.”
***

***

Thomas Chandler Haliburton: “To
carry care to bed is to sleep with a
pack on your back.”

Merlin R. Carothers (North American army chaplain, 1924–2013): “The
very act of praise releases the power
of God into a set of circumstances and
enables God to change them if this is
His design.”

***
Charles Buxton: “Few things are
more bitter than to feel bitter.”

***
“What do you mean, you are our Bible?”

***
Laurence J. Peter: “You can always
tell a real friend; when you’ve made a
fool of yourself he doesn’t feel you’ve
done a permanent job.”

***

***

George W. Tuttle: “When shall I
doubt? Not yet, / Till God forgets / And
my soul an hungered goes— / No manna gets! / Not till my God cares
not! / When will that be? / When time is
not, nor e’en / Eternity!”

“I married her because we have so
many faults in common.”
***
Jewish proverb: “One of the greatest
mysteries of life is how the boy who
wasn’t good enough to marry the
daughter can be the father of the
smartest grandchild in the world.”
***

***
Samuel Medley (1738–1799):
“Awake, my soul, to joyful lays,/And
sing thy great Redeemer’s praise.”
“Watch this—today’s sermon may be a short
one.”

“If we fill our hours with regrets over
the failures of yesterday, and with worries over the problems of tomorrow,
we have no today in which to be
thankful.”
***
Carl Lewis: “If you don’t have confidence, you’ll always find a way not to
win.”

—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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***
Charles Spurgeon (1834–1892): “Doth
not all nature around me praise God? If
I were silent, I should be an exception to
the universe. . . . Do not the mountains
praise Him when the woods upon their
summits wave in adoration? Doth not
the lightning write His name in letters of
fire? Hath not the whole earth a voice?
And shall I, can I, silent be?”
***

***
“One reason a dog can be such a comfort when you’re feeling blue is that he
doesn’t try to find out why.” ★

Thomas Tallis (1505–1585): “To God
who gives our daily bread/ A thankful
song we raise, / And pray that he who
sends us food / May fill our hearts with
praise.”

“Stay close to home, and watch out for little
boys in T-shirts.”

George Burt Lake: “For spring and
autumn, sun and rain,/The blessedness
of work-filled days,/For blooming rose
and garnered grain, / Take, Lord, my
praise./. . . For love-filled heart and book
filled room,/Accept my thanks.” ★
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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Dad’s Den
Working with Wet Cement
BY

AVE you ever walked down a sidewalk and noticed ugly marks in the
cement? Those marks were made when
the cement was wet. They were made
when the sidewalk was being formed.
Every father needs to think of each of
his children as wet cement, needing to
be carefully formed and guarded from
ugly and unwanted marks. And how
can a father fulfill this task? He must
firmly follow the truth in the instruction
of Proverbs 22:6—“Train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it.” This familiar proverb contains two practical
helps for every father.
The first help is hope. Every father
who will practice this proverb can find
real hope. This proverb can give him
exceptional confidence that the wet
cement of his children’s lives will form
to the glory of God.
One caveat—in all areas of life, there
is realistic hope and unrealistic hope. To
interpret Proverbs 22:6 as an absolute
promise is an unrealistic hope. Some attempt to claim this proverb as being true
without exception. The implication of
that view is that if your kids do not do
well, it is because you did not train them
properly. Such an interpretation is to
misunderstand the nature of a proverb.
A proverb is a general truth for practical,
godly living, not an absolute rule. It describes what is likely to happen, not
what will always happen. Proverbs is
not a book of prophecies, exacting
laws, or obligations on God’s part.
For example, one biblical proverb
states, “When a man’s ways please the
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be
at peace with him” (Prov. 16:7). Is this
always true? Yes, it has been true for
some, but it certainly was not true for
Jesus Christ or the Apostle Paul.
Generally speaking, when people
please the Lord, God will bless them
by having their enemies be at peace
with them. This, however, will not always be the case. God does not guarantee that a right relationship with Him
will always result in right relationships
with others.
In Proverbs 22:6, we have a basis for
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a realistic hope, not an absolute hope.
Fathers who practice Proverbs 22:6
make it very likely that the children they
train will embrace their faith. Sound
biblical and moral upbringing is a wise
investment of time and energy. No father, however, has a divine guarantee
that his children will follow the Lord.
I recall talking with a couple concerning their wayward daughter. They
were quite convinced that their daughter would eventually go the way of the
world, despite being trained all her life
in the way she should go.
Although I was not able to guarantee that their daughter would grow up
to love the Lord, I was able to assure
them that because of their faithful
teaching, it was very likely that she
would turn out well—and she did! My
counsel gave them a realistic hope.
Plus, it was based on a proper interpretation of Proverbs 22:6.
We must accept that the children
God gives to us are not puppets or
programmable robots who automatically embrace the good way of the
Lord. They must genuinely choose
God’s path for themselves. The freedom to choose wisely implies the freedom to choose foolishly also.
According to Proverbs 1:7, “Fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Unfortunately, some children choose to be fools.
A fool is a child who rejects his parents’
training in the way he should go.
Children are “wet cement.” Many
factors go into how the wet cement
hardens, and one of those factors is
the will of the child.
One of the worst things that can happen is for parents to do the best job they
can to train a child in the good way but
the child chooses to love darkness
rather than light. Then others blame the
parents rather than the child.
The second help found in Proverbs
22:6 is scope. As a skillful hunter looks
through the scope on his rifle and takes
careful aim at the target, so every father
should carefully aim the training of his
children at the target of dedication to the
Lord Jesus Christ.
If a child is not diligently exposed to

the way he should go, it is likely that he
will not go that way. The way he should
go is “in the way of good men,” which
is God’s way—“the paths of the righteous” (Prov. 2:20).
As a hunter would look for the right
location and prepare for the hunt, so a
father should look for opportunities to
instruct and motivate his children in
the ways of the Lord.
The Scriptures emphasize verbal
training in God’s Word. In Deuteronomy 6:7, parents are required to diligently teach their children the Bible—
“Thou shalt teach them diligently unto
thy children.” This would involve formal times of instruction, as the next
part of the verse focuses on informal
instruction throughout the day.
When my children were young, my
wife and I used a set of Bible storybooks, which went through the entire
Bible. It had colorful pictures and
practical ways to apply the lessons to
the lives of children.
According to the rest of Deuteronomy 6:7, parents must also talk about
the Bible in the normal routines of daily life. For example, a father’s comment, while driving past an accident
scene, about the uncertainty of life and
the need to be sure of salvation might
be what prompts a child to be saved.
Of course, there is no substitute for
a father’s godly example as a powerful teaching tool. “Do as I say” and also
“Do as I do” are a winning combination
(cf. Jas. 1:22). Trying to teach your
child God’s Word without demonstrating it in your life is like trying to write
with a pen that is out of ink!
Some Bible teachers refer “in the
way he should go” to training a child in
accord with his aptitude and natural
talents. This may be true in life, but to
me, it does not seem to fit Proverbs
22:6. Why would you need the motivation “and when he is old, he will not
depart from it” to simply train him in
the right career path? The assurance
that the child will not depart from the
way he is trained makes better sense
if a child’s spiritual state is in view.
(Continued on page 61)

One Mother to Another
Discipling Adult Children
BY

ANY jokes have been told and
books written over the years focusing on the differences between men
and women. Some more commonly
known ones include comparisons between distant planets or a differing willingness to ask for and follow directions.
There are also tremendous differences among mothers. Mothers have
many things in common, but many
hold different views on such things as
techniques and responsibilities in
child rearing. Much of the differences
depend on the particular phase of parenting they find themselves in.
The other day, I was privy to a conversation between two mothers. One
was a mother of independent adult
children and the other of children still
living in the family home. The younger
mother’s judgment and advice pertaining to a circumstance the older
mother was handling with an adult
child was completely appropriate for
her own little ones but guaranteed disaster for her friend’s situation.
To the future surprise of many parents of little children, the more challenging parenting experience is yet to
come when the children are functioning independently as adults. There
may not be the physical work of the diapering, bathing, tucking into bed, and
kissing “ouchies” in adulthood; however, the wounds we get in adulthood
can be much more dangerous and severe, the need for comfort much more
difficult to request, and advice much
less easily taken.
A wise person in the distant past is
reputed to have stated that the primary
accomplishment of parenting is maturing the parents. You see, when the children have become adults and their decisions are made independently, the
difference between their choices,
which truly may be inappropriate, and
what Dad or Mom would have liked
them to choose commonly evokes
parental responses that need alteration.
In our own home, we first realized this
many years ago when our first son struck
out on his own. We became aware that
the way we dealt with him in his inde-
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pendent state was incongruent with the
way we dealt with others’ children in the
same station in life. We became convicted that our son was deserving of the
same autonomy we granted to young
men just like him with whom we worked
but were not part of our family.
It is too easy as a parent to let pride
frame our disagreement with the choices adult children make. Perhaps these
words sound familiar: “What would Mr.
So-and-So think?” “After all the sacrifices I’ve made, how could you?” “We
brought you up better than that!”
Each question or statement has merit based on the parents’ invested effort
and emotion. In such a situation, however, perhaps the first and best questions to be asked are ones the parents
ask within their own hearts: How does
God want me to deal with this? What
does the Bible tell me to do now?
Anger, heartbreak, and embarrassment induced by events can easily be
allowed to undermine God’s will for us
in the moment and His will for leading
others in His way. Scripture has much
to say about this, much of which we already know but fail to integrate into
our plans and procedures in the pressure of the here and now.
One good goal in any situation, parenting or otherwise, is to be a steppingstone instead of a stumbling block. Absolutely make every effort not to get in
the Holy Spirit’s way as He does His
work! A sharp statement, a disapproving look, or a punitive action or attitude
might make us feel better temporarily
but make it more difficult for a loved one
to submit to the lessons the Holy Spirit is teaching and the progress we
would hope to see accomplished for
God’s glory.
Unlike Christ’s love, human love can
be tainted with flaws of our old natures
condition such as jealousy and selfishness. It is important, however, that
we reflect Jesus Christ in our dealings,
and if we find ourselves incapable of
conducting our actions in a Christlike
way, perhaps the situation at hand has
been brought about in part to increase
maturity in us.
Another good goal is to divorce the

personal emotion and historical significance of a situation from actual scripturally pertinent directives that instruct
us how to act and offer instruction for
the progress we desire.
You see, we should not want another
to make changes in his life just to please
or appease us. It should be our heart’s
desire that God would lead him to submission to Him for His honor and glory.
A decision based on emotion may only
last as long as the guilty emotion lasts.
A decision made based on God’s Word
and the convicting power of the Holy
Spirit can be accompanied by God’s
strength to be faithful to His will.
Nothing should be done through strife
or vainglory. Pride is the bane of human
existence. The tongue is an oft-used tool
of the devil, and emotions are easily manipulated by outside, ungodly forces.
Restricted within the paradigm of
time, schedules, and calendars, we often attempt pushing God’s work into the
mold to which we are conformed. Yet
our Heavenly Father is not confined as
we are, He never makes mistakes, and
He does all things well. Decisions based
on His will and character are decisions
that can impact this life as well as the
next for His glory.
Many years ago, I explained to a fellow mother a conviction that God had
laid on my heart. It had occurred to me
that the fact certain things our children
did were personally hurtful was not a
foundation upon which to build spiritual maturity, either in me or in them. What
relevantly matters to me should be the
personal hurt inflicted upon the God
who gave His only Son for our salvation.
When challenges come into our relationships with our adult children, do
we think first of how our Father is affected? Do we remember to check
pride and embarrassment at the door?
Do we separate our human reactions
from the responses and instruction of
God’s Word, which has the power to
create eternal change?
Despite empty nests, our work is not
finished. May we glorify God as we set
aside self and focus our efforts on the
truths of Scripture and God’s power to
effect change. ★
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Family Life
Marital Arts
BY

HEN asked by his Sunday school
teacher to define matrimony, an
eight-year-old boy replied, “It is where
some people suffer before they go to
heaven.” Of course, it is possible that
he heard that from an adult who misunderstood what matrimony is, but far
too many married couples suffer in
what should be a harmonious, fulfilling, lasting relationship.
Bickering over such things as money, in-laws, parenting responsibilities,
domestic chores, and even control of
the TV remote can blur a couple’s
memory of their blissful wedding day
and push their marriage to the brink of
disaster. Fortunately, a husband and
wife do not have to resort to martial
arts. The Apostle Peter provided clear
instructions about marital arts that
protect and nurture marriage.
Some skeptics may question Peter’s
ability to serve as a valid marriage counselor. They insist he was never married
and therefore could not know the dynamics that impact marriage. However,
Peter had a wife. Mark 1:30 affirms this
fact. Furthermore, Peter’s instructions
about marital arts are found in I Peter
3:1-7, a passage that carries the authority and full reliability of the divine inspiration that characterizes “all scripture” (II Tim. 3:16). We may be confident,
therefore, that what Peter wrote about
the marriage relationship is as relevant
today as it was in the first century.

W

THE ART OF BEING A GOOD WIFE
It appears that very early in the
church’s existence, many married
women had become believers while
their husbands were still pagans. In
I Peter 3:1-6, Peter explained how
Christian wives might win their nonbelieving husbands to the Lord. First, he
exhorted the wives to “be in subjection
to your own husbands.” This counsel
parallels the Apostle Paul’s exhortation
in Ephesians 5:22: “Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own husbands,
as unto the Lord.” Both exhortations
stand in stark contrast to modern culture’s insistence that a wife needs to
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put her interests and needs ahead of
those of others and seek personal fulfillment. However, following the advice
of anti-Christian culture leads to strife
and unhappiness, whereas all who
obey God can experience personal
peace and happiness.
We should not misinterpret “subjection” and “submission.” The words do
not mean a wife must be a doormat for
her husband to step on. They do not
relegate a wife to a position of inferiority or erase her distinct personality.
They convey the meaning of “ranking
under another’s authority.”
Society would be chaotic if no one
voluntarily ranked under the authority
of another. How would a business
function if employees refused to submit to their supervisors? How would
our military function without a chain of
command? How would a community
survive if its citizens refused to be subject to the authorities?
A low-income employee may be a
better person than his supervisor, but for
the sake of order he must be subject to
his supervisor. Also, a private may be a
better person than his platoon leader,
but he must submit to his leader’s orders. Further, a private citizen may be a
better person than a police officer, but he
is not exempt from obeying the officer.
So a wife may be a better person
than her husband, but for the sake of
order in the home, she should voluntarily rank under her husband. This
role promotes marital cooperation instead of competition, and it helps the
Christian wife to strongly persuade her
unsaved husband to trust in the Lord.
As in everything, Jesus set the perfect example of submission. He voluntarily submitted to His Father’s will by
becoming a man, assuming the role of
a servant and offering Himself on the
cross for our sins (Phil. 2:5-8).
Did Jesus’ submission make Him
less significant than the Father? Absolutely not. He was, is, and always
will be coequal and co-essential with
the Father. The Apostle Paul referred
to Jesus’ submission as a model for

the order that should exist in marriage.
He wrote in I Corinthians 11:3 that “the
head of every man is Christ; and the
head of the woman is the man; and the
head of Christ is God.”
In his counsel to wives, Peter also
emphasized the value of a “chaste conversation coupled with fear” (I Pet. 3:2),
meaning “a pure, respectful life.” Although many women seem to think
glamour attracts and keeps a husband,
inner beauty is what really matters.
It has been estimated that American
women spend about $426 billion annually on cosmetics, but Proverbs
31:10 assesses the value of a virtuous
woman “far above rubies.” So a wife
does not have to spend a small fortune
on cosmetics to be beautiful. The key
to true beauty is “a meek and quiet
spirit, which is in the sight of God of
great price” (I Pet. 3:4).
Roman women in the first century
tried to appear beautiful by piling their
hair high, held with jeweled hairpins, or
by weaving strands of gold and pearls
through it. They also wore flimsy robes
in an effort to appear beautiful. Today
too, some women try to appeal to men
by wearing ostentatious jewelry and
flimsy dresses. Although most of us
would agree that it is not sinful to do
our best to dress attractively, modesty
and moderation are appropriate
guidelines.
A great many impressionable
teenage girls think they cannot be
popular unless they look like emaciated models or dazzling movie stars.
Girls need godly role models. Also,
women who think expensive cosmetic surgery will endow them with eternally youthful good looks need to embrace Peter’s message: true beauty
shines from within.
Instead of following unworthy examples, Christian wives can find in
Scripture worthy examples of true
beauty. Peter mentioned holy women
from the past “who trusted in God”
and “adorned themselves, being in
subjection unto their own husbands”
(I Pet. 3:5). He specifically cited Sarah

who “obeyed Abraham, calling him
lord” (vs. 6). Clearly, Sarah respected
her husband as the leader of the
household (cf. Gen. 18:12).
So the art of being a good wife involves submission to one’s own husband, a pure life, and respect for the
husband’s divinely appointed leadership (cf. Gen. 3:16; I Cor. 11:3).
But marriage is a “100/100” proposition. Each partner invests 100 percent in the sacred union. We should
not be surprised, therefore, to read Peter’s instructions to husbands.
THE ART OF BEING A GOOD
HUSBAND
The responsibility of building a good
marriage rests not only on the wife’s
shoulders but also on the husband’s.
According to I Peter 3:7, he must live
with his wife in knowledge. This injunction demands that he understand
his wife’s needs and interests. A good
husband recognizes that his wife
needs time alone and help with the
children and household chores. He
supports her pursuit of a hobby or
continuing education or volunteerism.
He does not resent the time she
spends shopping or having coffee
with her female friends.
He understands how important good
communication is to the success of
their marriage, so he talks to his wife,
asks her how her day went, discusses
current events, shares God’s Word, and
listens with interest to what she says.
Sadly, men often fail to listen to their
wives, and their failure to listen frustrates the wives and fractures the marriage relationship.
A cartoonist sketched a memorable
message about a husband’s extremely poor listening habit. The cartoon
pictured a frantic wife standing near
her husband, who was stretched out in
a recliner and reading a newspaper.
“Henry,” she screamed, “the garage is
on fire!”
Without moving so much as an eyebrow Henry replied, “That’s nice,
dear.” Few husbands are as insensitive as Henry, but most husbands can
listen more attentively to their wives.
Peter encouraged the husband to
honor his wife as “the weaker vessel”
(I Pet. 3:7). Although a wife may be intellectually stronger than her husband,
generally she is weaker physically.
Some might argue that she is also
weaker emotionally, although what
sometimes transpires in a birthing
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room refutes that argument! Sometimes the husband passes out, but the
wife always triumphs over her emotion
and pain and gives birth.
Showing his wife proper respect,
the husband does more than simply lift
his feet so she can vacuum around his
easy chair. He can actually help with
the cleaning. He can lift heavy objects,
carry out the trash, mow the lawn,
shovel snow, carry the groceries from
the car to the kitchen, and arrange furniture where his wife wants it to be.
A man who honors his wife will always speak kindly to her, even when
he disagrees with her. Under no circumstances will he yell at her. A hot
temper can be a short fuse that quickly causes a marriage to turn volatile.
One woman told a marriage counselor her husband was too temperamental. She explained, “He is 90 percent temper and 10 percent mental.”
For a marriage to succeed and enjoy God’s blessings, a couple must
consider themselves “heirs together
of the grace of life” (I Pet. 3:7). Christian marriage is a special relationship.
God ordained it (cf. Gen. 2:20-24;
Matt. 19:6), and it reflects the loving
union that exists between Christ and
the church (cf. Eph. 5:24-32).
Being heirs together suggests a
partnership and cooperation, not
competition. Each partner helps the
other draw upon God’s grace in every
trial and for every challenge. Together
they can “grow in grace, and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ” (II Pet. 3:18).
When challenges confront a marriage, a Christian couple can pray together “and find grace to help in time
of need” (Heb. 4:16).
Occasionally, we see how a flood
ravages homes built on a weak foundation, whereas others built on a solid
foundation survive. Similarly, under
the pressures and stress of modern
life, many homes are collapsing.
Hearts are empty, but divorce courts
are full.
Psalm 127:1 warns, “Except the
Lord build the house, they labour in
vain that build it.” On the other hand,
married Christians can prove that marriage is lasting and happy when the
Lord is Head of the home.
A good motto for marriage is “Each
for the other, and both for the Lord.”
Applying this motto will not only enrich
a marriage; it will also send a clear
Christian message to others. ★

Praying for a Ministry:
II Thessalonians 3:1-2
(Continued from page 22)

the world. We also have a responsibility to pray for God’s protection and deliverance for those who are called to
preach the Word of God. Pray that all
obstacles be removed and that God
will be glorified by the laborers sent
out into His harvest (Matt. 9:38). ★

The Ten Commandments
and Christians
(Continued from page 25)

(Rev. 1:10), the first day of the week, not
the seventh. We do this because Jesus
arose from the grave on that day, and our
worship celebrates His resurrection.
Christians are to live under the control of God’s grace. As we do that,
however, we are to demonstrate the
holiness of God. His holy standards
are reflected precisely in the Ten
Commandments. ★
If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please send
it to: Bible Bookmark, Union Gospel
Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio
44101, or e-mail us at theoed@union
gospelpress.com (subject line: Bible
Bookmark).

Friendships
(Continued from page 39)

ly our battle is a spiritual one. “For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places” (Eph.
6:12). But this verse will help: “These
things I have spoken unto you, that in
me ye might have peace. In the world
ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer; I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33). ★
If you have a question you want answered, send it to: Teen Scene, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Teen Scene).
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What Is Enough?
BY

T was not enough to be born into a
multigenerational family of believers
filled with pastors and ministry workers. Walking the aisle of invitation as a
curious five-year-old during meetings
with a famous evangelist was not
enough. Growing up in a parsonage
accorded me no special heavenly favor. Neither did being the youth president of the area church youth rallies.
Eventually, while attending a Christian
college, I realized that all these good
Christian things were not taking me to
heaven to be with God.
As a five-year-old, life was good, even
though Dad moved our family from
Michigan to a new congregation in
Ohio. Dad’s new church grew, and our
family adjusted to a larger city after leaving small-town roots. But when a battle
arose over Dad holding to fundamental
doctrinal truths, life changed dramatically. Dad was dismissed, and a core of
fundamental Bible believers asked him
to begin a new church. The challenge of
beginning anew meant moving to a
neighborhood not as nice or friendly.
Starting a church meant sacrifice.
Mom supported the family as a teacher
while Dad labored to birth a congregation of new believers. The church grew,
and gradually Dad received what was
available from the offerings. The early
services were held from house to house
and in various rental halls.
I did not appreciate all the changes
that upset my life as a ten-year-old.
Bitterness slowly took hold, especially in the teen years. The significance of
being surrounded by Christian activity
no longer mattered. Rather, I perceived this to be the cause of the unsettled turmoil within my life.
I sought refuge in any opportunity to
be alone outdoors—preferably in the
woods. Yearly family camping trips
became my longed-for refuge. Weekly trips to the family garden plot outside of town allowed me to drift into
the woods and get away for coveted
moments of time. My help with the
garden was probably minimal, but a
fascination with nature grew out of
those forest excursions exploring the
nearby woods and beaver pond. At
career day in high school, I chose
forestry. I envisioned a solitary life
alone in the woods without troubles.

I
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Back at home, my internal struggles
created restlessness and a distressed
attitude toward life.
My father looked to his own life and
ministry experience to help. When he
was a boy, my grandparents had sent
Dad to a Christian camp each summer
on Lake Erie where they worked as
camp volunteers. Later, as a pastor,
Dad was involved in a Christian camp
in Michigan, which my older siblings
attended, an experience I missed out
on with the ministry changes that our
family experienced.
Reminded of those experiences, my
parents believed that a week at a Christian camp would be good for whatever
bothered me. Despite my protests, they
sent me to camp the summer before
my eighth grade year of school. I would
be one of the first campers to register
at a new Christian camp—Skyview
Ranch. I returned for the next four summers of camp, and it dramatically impacted my outlook on life.
My new outdoor getaway place allowed me to build confidence in myself and receive focused biblical instruction, with the opportunity for
spiritual growth. At the end of my last
summer of camp, I stood and spoke (a
major accomplishment) at the bonfire
where testimonies were shared. “If
God has the power to create all of this”
(a reference to the beauty of the creation I saw around me), “then He has
the power to lead my life.”
That fall I started college and began
to pursue a life of working outdoors
and studying biology. After a successful freshman year at Cedarville College
(now University), I returned home
seemingly a changed individual, but
my doubts about really being saved
continued. This restlessness led to
confrontations with my family. One
confrontation with my mother and sister, who had returned from working at
Life Action Ranch that summer, troubled me so much I began to search
more deeply within for the cause of my
insecurity. They saw through the facade I had managed to create and witnessed my inner character—who I really was—a troubled soul.
Returning to school loaded with spiritual baggage, I took an opportunity to
go to a Life Action Ranch revival meet-

ing being held in Columbus, Ohio, to
meet some friends of my sister from her
time at camp that summer. That night I
faced the cause of my insecurity. A
message about knowing God gripped
my heart, leading me to acknowledge
that all the Christian things I did growing up were not enough to take away
doubts caused by the sin in my life.
Ephesians 2:8 became clear to me.
“For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is
the gift of God.” This was the night I
saw myself as an unrepentant sinner in
need of Jesus as a forgiving Saviour
capable of cleansing my sin and removing my doubts. Finally, I gave over
my life to be led by the power of God,
the truth that I recognized a couple of
years earlier.
God took my life experiences and
molded within me a desire to serve
Him in the outdoors in the ministry of
Christian camping. I focused on Ecclesiastes 12:1: “Remember now thy
Creator in the days of thy youth.” I recognized the value of using the witness
of God’s creation to make a lasting impact upon young people. As I saw the
importance of church revival meetings
begin to fade in our culture, I saw
camp ministry remaining as an opportunity to present God’s Word and
gospel as a potential life-changing experience for campers.
My life’s mission became to bring
God’s transforming grace to life
through a ministry passion for God’s
Word by using the testimony of creation. As God called and trained so
many of His servants to minister in an
outdoor setting, I desired to do the
same in Christian camping.
I followed this call in camp ministry
for thirty years. Following the guidance of II Peter 1:3, “According as his
divine power hath given unto us all
things that pertain unto life and godliness,” I sought to minister with God’s
Word as my guide, seeking His plans
and methods to put ministry first.
At present I continue to return to
camps each summer, preaching the
same gospel message that changed my
life. It is a special privilege to share that
Jesus’ gift of salvation will save a life
from sin and remove all doubts about
our eternal destiny. This is enough. ★

How to Plan a Short-Term
Missions Trip for Your Church
“Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).
BY

E call it the Great Commission,
but it might more aptly be
termed the Great Command. Though
there are many opportunities to help
give the gospel to the world (such as
giving to missions, praying, and sending resources), nothing makes an impact like actually going.
Some churches choose to go in one
of several ways:
1. by sending and supporting a missionary from their own church body;
2. by sending a group within the
church (such as the youth group)
on a short-term missions trip; or
3. by putting together a church missions trip.
For today, we will focus on the third
option. A church-wide missions trip
does not mean everyone in the church
must go but rather that the church as
a whole is committed and involved in
the trip and its purpose. A successful
short-term trip like this can unify and
impact the church in a powerful way. It
strengthens the family of Christ as
they work together for the common
goal of reaching the lost.

W

SOME PRACTICAL
CONSIDERATIONS: FINANCES
One option is to have each person
raise his or her own support. Another
method that helps build team unity is
to have the church as a whole raise the
money together through fund-raisers,
donations, and offerings. A combination of the two would have each volunteer raising a certain percentage of
the total cost and the church working
to raise the rest.
WHERE TO GO
The first place to look when considering where to go would be the missionaries the church already supports. Do any
of them have a building project, VBS, or
ministry opportunity they could use help
with for a period of time? It might be wise
to develop a team who will contact the
missionaries and choose the location
and purpose for the trip.
If those options are limited, there are
many mission boards the team can
SUMMER QUARTER 2016
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contact to see about where a shortterm group could help the most.
WHO SHOULD GO
It might be wise for the team to create prerequisites for those who wish to
go, such as a statement of faith, and
perhaps even an interview on their reason for wanting to go and their commitment to working toward the chosen
goal of the trip. Major factors in deciding who should go include age, talents, and job experience.
IMPACT ON THE CHURCH
Once the location, purpose, and people are selected, then what? Preparing
for the trip as a church should include
more than fund-raising. Perhaps during
each service, one of the volunteers
could give a testimony and share the
group’s hopes for the trip. The church
could have a regular prayer time for the
trip weeks in advance. Also important
would be creating a prayer team of
those who remain behind. After the trip,
testimonies of what God did would be a
blessing for the church family who
prayed as well as each individual who
went. And churches can utilize lessons
learned to create or improve outreach in
their own local mission field.
HOW TO PREPARE EFFECTIVELY:
SOME TIPS
Preparation for a short-term missions
trip involves much more than having
enough toothpaste and mosquito repellent (though these are important too!).
The following should be discussed in
preparatory meetings with the group.
Mental preparation. You want to go
with some understanding of the culture you will be encountering. Do research online about the country and
people. If possible, contact local missionaries. Find out the following:
how the nationals greet one another/say good-bye;
how they show appreciation;
whether it is appropriate to take
photos.
Invest time in finding out how to be

culturally appropriate to protect your
testimony (such as no touching between
genders, what clothing is modest, or
whether it is appropriate to give money).
Physical preparation. You will want
to avoid sickness and disease. You do
not want to miss ministry because of
malaria! If you have an existing health
condition, bring all medications you
will need for the entire trip, plus extra.
Find out the following:
if you need immunization;
if the water is safe to drink;
what you should bring to deal with
local ailments (examples include
medication for digestive tract issues, mosquito repellent, and
malaria pills).
Americans are notoriously antibacterial and often communicate distaste for a
place and people by their fear of germs.
Try not to give this impression, even if it
means sometimes eating or touching
something that might look risky.
Emotional preparation. Expect your
heart to be touched deeply. Take a journal and a camera. Record sights and
sounds and feelings along the way.
To keep from becoming despondent
over the overwhelming need that will assault you, know your purpose in going.
This will keep you focused on the specific need you came to meet and remind
you that you are making a difference.
Spiritual preparation. In the end, it is
not just about what you are going to do
for God this trip but what God is going
to do in you.
How do you want to grow in the Lord
this trip? Write that down in your journal and pray for it every day. Ask God
to give you a love for the people you
will encounter.
Do not neglect your devotions in favor of all the urgent things around you.
Be very careful not to get so busy doing things for the Lord that you forget
to be with Him and listen to His heart.
What a privilege to have a part in advancing God’s kingdom! It will be
worth all the preparation, all the money, and even all the germs!
May God bless you and your trip! ★
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Jeremiah’s Joy
BY

CHARLOTTE U. SYME

“Thy words were found, and I did eat
them; and thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am
called by thy name, O Lord God of
hosts” (Jer. 15:16).
HIS verse reminds me of the young
man who sat across the aisle in our
college chapel and diligently marked his
Bible with colored pencils while listening
to the speaker. Some of the girls laughed
about his pocketful of pencils, but I was
impressed. If I had known Jeremiah’s
words then, I would have thought this
young man exemplified them.
Recently I wondered about this
verse. What did God’s words mean to
Jeremiah? How did he find them?
Were they lost? We know what it
means to eat food, but how does one
eat words? And why is the experience
joyful?
Verse 1 of Jeremiah 1 was an “Aha!”
moment for me.
Jeremiah was the son of Hilkiah, a
priest during the reign of Josiah. Although the reigns of many kings of
Israel and Judah are passed over in
just a few verses, the history of Josiah’s reign is given twice in great detail (II Kings 22—34 and II Chron.
4:5).
The statement, therefore, of Jeremiah 15:16, “Thy words were found,” is
probably to be directly associated with
the most significant event of Josiah’s
long reign.

T

GOD’S WORD FOUND
Josiah was only eight years old
when he inherited the throne of Judah during one of the most idolatrous periods in the nation’s checkered history.
Although his great-grandfather
Hezekiah had led the nation in a successful revival, his successor, Manasseh, who reigned fifty-five years,
had sunk the next generation into
even deeper idolatry and debauchery (cf. II Kings 21:1-18; II Chron.
33:1-9).
Even though in his latter years Manasseh deeply repented of his evil ways
and tried to undo the results, he made
little progress. Saddest of all, his son
Amon continued his evil ways until he
was murdered by his own servants af50 (178)

ter only two years on the throne
(II Kings 21:19-23; II Chron. 33:21-24).
Such was the sad state of the kingdom
when Josiah inherited the throne at
only eight years of age.
One wonders who might have been
the tutors of the child king. Perhaps it
was Hilkiah the priest, together with
his own son Jeremiah. In any event, by
the time he was sixteen, Josiah was
beginning to seek the Lord.
The young king’s efforts at reforming the nation focused on the temple,
which, under the reigns of his grandfather and father, had been filled with
pagan idols and otherwise neglected.
In the process of cleaning up the
temple, Hilkiah the high priest found a
scroll in a dusty corner. He took it to
Shaphan the scribe, who read it to the
king.
This scroll was “the book of the
covenant” (II Chron. 34:30)—probably
at least the book of Deuteronomy.
When Josiah heard it read, he realized
how very far his people had departed
from the Lord, so he ordered it to be
read to the nation. The result was revival.
GOD’S WORD EATEN
As the son of a priest, Jeremiah
would have been aware of this discovery. Obviously, he would have
taken a great interest in hearing the
scroll’s contents. “I did eat them
[God’s words]” (Jer. 15:16), he exclaimed. In fact, when describing his
call to become a prophet, he repeated the words of God to him, saying,
“Behold, I have put my words in thy
mouth” (1:9). Not content to just read
God’s Word, he lived it and preached
it.
Josiah’s reforms did not last. His
sons and grandson who succeeded
him did not continue his godly leadership. The people drifted back into idolatry, though Jeremiah relentlessly
warned that God would destroy them
if they did not obey His Word. Finally,
the Babylonians sacked the city and
carried away its people.
Though mocked and imprisoned (cf.
Jer. 37:1—38:13), Jeremiah had
prophesied this fate and fruitlessly
urged the people to repent and seek
mercy. Now it had come to pass.

REJOICING IN GOD’S WORD
Although the message had been
rejected and the messenger
scorned, Jeremiah could say that
God’s Word had brought “joy and rejoicing” (Jer. 15:16) to his heart. How
could this be?
We do not think of Jeremiah as a
man filled with joy. Bible students have
long dubbed him “the weeping
prophet.” We picture him from the
book of Lamentations as standing in
the midst of his ruined and abandoned
city, loudly lamenting the devastation
he had long been prophesying and
now saw fulfilled.
Yet in the very middle of that heartrending lament, we find his strong affirmation of comfort and hope in the
God whose Word he had been proclaiming so faithfully, albeit fruitlessly:
“It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are
not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every
morning: great is thy faithfulness”
(Lam. 3:22-23).
J e re m i a h w o u l d n o t s e e h i s
prophecies fulfilled of the return of
the captive peoples or the rebuilding
of the city and temple. Still he had
faith to believe God would keep His
promises.
The God whom Jeremiah trusted
throughout his seemingly unhappy
career is the same God who has given us the sure Word of His gift of salvation, His unfailing love, His constant
care in this life, and His assurance of
an everlasting future that will be glorious beyond imagining. We have His
Word for it.
God’s Word is not lost to us. It can
be found in bookstores, libraries,
church pews, and even, perhaps,
under dust on the shelf. Our hearts
and souls can consume it, and we
can rejoice in knowing we are His—
called by His name, and heir to His
promises.
No matter then if our hopes fail and
our lives disappoint; we can rejoice,
knowing “the Lord is good; his mercy
is everlasting; and his truth endureth to
all generations” (Ps. 100:5).
Remember the young man with the
colored pencils? He brought to mind
my grandmother’s advice: “Charlotte, don’t ever even think about
marrying a man who doesn’t love
God’s Word.”
So I married him, and for forty-one
years we enjoyed studying the Word
together. It tasted good. ★

Commissioned
BY

HE last thing a person tells us is
usually the most important.
Christians should be attentive to one
of the last things Jesus told His disciples before He ascended to heaven.
Jesus’ Great Commission is given in
Matthew 28:18-20: “And Jesus came
and spake unto them, saying, All
power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world.”
If God asks us to go, where are we
to go? In Acts 1:8, Christ directed His
disciples: “But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto
me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”
Every person who believes, is
saved, and follows Christ is commissioned by God to be His witness. We
are to know the gospel so that we can
share it unashamed. We could paraphrase Acts 1:8 by saying we are to go
to our city, to our country, and to the
ends of the earth. There are several
verses that tell us that “the harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are
few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the
harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38).
My brothers and sisters, it is you and
I who are the workers in this day and
age. If we are not ministering in our
city, our country, or the world, are we
not shirking our job? As we go out of
the church door, we are entering God’s
mission field. We are the ones who go
and tell others so that they might believe.
So often we make excuses why we
cannot go, but there are so many
places we can serve. Jesus said to
minister in our own cities. Can you
help a friend or neighbor or join a
Christian-based mission in your city?
A missionary is to minister in his
community. Jesus tells us to go to our
own country. There are many shortterm opportunities in America. Spend
a week on a vacation that has a pur-
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pose right here in our own country.
And then to go to the ends of the
earth. There are many churches and
agencies that take humanitarian aid
to people in other lands or teach a
VBS or run a youth camp or help
build schools, churches, and homes.
God asks us to sacrifice time and
money.
There are so many benefits to going
on a short-term missionary trip. There
are benefits to you, to the people you
minister to and their churches, and to
your own church.
BENEFITS TO YOU
You may think you will be the major
person in this scenario, but you will
soon learn that many Christians in foreign countries actually are more faithful than we are here in the United
States. You may be helping less fortunate believers as well as spreading the
gospel to others in their community.
Your faith will be challenged as you
marvel at the steadfastness of the believers where you serve. You will feel
God at your side telling you what to
say and what to do. What a thrill it is to
know you are doing God’s work in
such a way that you feel His presence!
Watch God work in the lives of the
people you minister to. Seeing God
working in others will build and
strengthen your own faith.
My first short-term trip was to Russia soon after the opening of the
doors to former communist countries. To see their gratefulness at
hearing the gospel helped me to see
what other believers were faced with
each day, and yet they gave glory to
God for the little they had. I had so
much.
One of the perks of going on a shortterm missions trip is that it gives you
new vision and new goals. I came
back from that first trip with a very
strong desire to become a missionary.
Some years later, I was contacted by
a mission school for missionary children in Bucharest, Romania. I had idly
filled out a small form for the International Association of Christian Schools
online. The story of God’s call and enablement can be nothing short of a
miracle. In my quiet times, I was studying the book of Joshua. I came to

Joshua 1:9: “Have I not commanded
thee? Be strong and of a good
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with
thee whithersoever thou goest.” I read
that verse several times over the
month. Was this a message to me? I
should not be afraid to go because
God would be with me no matter
where I was on the earth. It was this
verse that gave me the courage to go
and the assurance God was going
with me. This verse is what gave me
the courage to step out in faith to serve
on the mission field full-time for four
years.
BENEFITS TO FELLOW
BELIEVERS
The people I ministered to always
asked me why I came to them. They
were amazed that I would leave my
home and job just to encourage them.
That gave them a real, tangible witness of the love of Christ.
There is such a variety of trips available to you. Building houses, schools,
and churches, helping in medical missions, working with children, and establishing friendships with fellow believers are just a few of the things that
are available to do on a missions trip.
These services to fellow Christians
and those they reach out to can
change lives. They hear, they see, and
therefore, they believe.
BENEFITS TO YOUR CHURCH
Be sure to share your experiences
when you return. When others see
your excitement over the things
you experienced, they may just
catch the vision of Christ’s plan for
the church.
Hopefully, your church has a vision
for missions and provides opportunities for short-term missions trips for
their congregation. Your church will
hopefully catch a vision of how they
can fulfill the commands of Christ and
His Great Commission.
Go forth with the courage given in
Joshua 1:9—“Be strong and of a good
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with
thee whithersoever thou goest.” ★
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Summer Family Fun
BY

ARM weather, sunny days, and
vacations! These are some of
the signs of summer. What a great opportunity to spend time with family!
Jim Burns, president of HomeWord,
says, “Playing together is an essential
trait of happy, healthy families. Certainly our children need to do their
chores, and of course they need discipline with consistency, but what they
also need desperately from their parents is a rousing game of hide-andseek or a monthly Ping-Pong tournament” (“Families That Play Together,
Stay Together,” www.cbn.com).
Spending time together does not
necessarily mean spending money,
nor does it have to be away from
home. It is a mind-set more than an
occasion. It is making the most of
every opportunity to create a fun environment in which you can grow.
Families today are bombarded with
time distractions that can hinder togetherness. Parents are not the only
ones busy with commitments. Children are often shuttled to and from
sports events, lessons, and jobs.
Homework and media vie for their attention, making meaningful interactions sporadic. But finding time is not
the only obstacle. An unwillingness to
participate, a shortage of ideas, and
cost can also be deterrents. These issues are resolvable, though, and this
summer might just be the season to
begin connecting more often.
Where do you start? First, it may be
helpful to sit down and coordinate
your calendars while scheduling the
dates of your activities. Decide how
many days or evenings you want to set
aside. If everyone cannot make it, do
not give up. If you encounter resistance, do not get discouraged. Just
keep following through with the plan.
At first, even if it is only two or three of
you, show the others the fun you are
having, and eventually they may join
in. For those who are hesitant, consider allowing them the chance to
choose the next outing.
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Second, though planning activities
can be as simple as deciding what you
want to do and doing it, you may also
find it valuable to determine a purpose. Is the focus fun, education,
service, enrichment, or refreshment?
Culinary, sports, reading, art, and
God’s beautiful creation are just a few
of many categories that offer fun options for you.
Next, create an activity idea box that
includes your suggestions on slips of
paper. After you have come up with
several, divide them by cost, location,
or category. Take turns drawing from
the box. There are countless possibilities that cost nothing.
Go on a hike, have lunch on the
beach, or visit a museum. In our area,
several museums offer free admission
on designated days. Additionally,
some libraries have museum passes
you can check out like a book.
A local minor league baseball team
may shoot off colorful fireworks after
summer games. Similarly, the Fourth
of July is a great time to pack up the
kids and their favorite snacks, and find
a place to view the display. Enjoy tossing a frisbee or playing croquet while
waiting.
One of our favorite outing destinations is a quaint fishing village. Frequently, we walk along the waterfront
and dangle our feet from the pier.
Seagulls caw and barefoot children
scamper by, pausing now and then to
view sea creatures or jellyfish bobbing in the blue water. In the same
town, the entire family can join the
community in creating chalk art murals on the sidewalks. You do not
even need to bring chalk. Many
chamber of commerce offices advertise these and other engaging events
on their websites.
“Read Alouds” are fun and free.
Check out a favorite book from the library, and take turns reading it to each
other. Find a children’s book on nocturnal animals, and read it outside by
flashlight before bedtime. Make a float

with a catchy theme for a local parade.
Camp out in your own backyard complete with s’mores. Enter your family’s
food, textile, or art creations in the
county or state fair. All of these ideas
can bring you closer.
If you enjoy cooking, hold a family
culinary competition. Team up to see
what group makes the tastiest appetizer, entrée, or dessert. Maybe the
losing team could do the dishes. Invite
friends to taste test and “judge” the
finished products and determine winners. Whatever you do, make the most
of each opportunity, planned or unplanned.
The effect of spending meaningful,
fun times together can build unity,
heal, open communication, and develop godly character qualities. Paul
urges believers to create an atmosphere that promotes these things
through our speech and actions.
Colossians 3:12-15 tells us to “put on
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man have
a quarrel against any: even as Christ
forgave you, so also do ye. And above
all these things put on charity, which is
the bond of perfectness. And let the
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the
which also ye are called in one body;
and be ye thankful.”
Athletes work hard and train endless
hours building muscle strength to help
them achieve their goals. But one key
element to their training is rest. Athletic trainers and bodybuilders will tell
you that muscles will not grow without
the appropriate amount of rest and recovery.
Likewise, families that rest and take
time to have fun will grow and become strong. This summer, make the
most of each opportunity; so even
when the hot weather cools, bringing
snowflakes, the warmth of family togetherness will endure through all the
seasons of life. ★

He Trusted in God’s Sustaining Grace
BY

F I serve Christ another four
decades . . . How much will I have
done that counts for Christ?” The former associate editor of the GOSPEL
HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
TIMES, John Danilson, wrote these
words in a past “From the Editor’s
Desk” column (Fall 1990).
On July 3, 2014, John Danilson went
home to be with his Lord and Saviour.
He had served the Lord in the publishing ministry of Union Gospel Press for
more than forty years. He had done
much that counted for Christ.
John was one of six children born to
James Garfield Danilson and Evalina
Danilson. He was born on May 7,
1925, in Manson, Washington. After
graduating from Chelan High School
in Chelan, Washington, in 1942, he enlisted in the United States Navy at age
seventeen. He served our country during World War II and was honorably
discharged in 1945.
After the war, John studied journalism at George Washington University.
He transferred to the University of Missouri, graduating with a degree in journalism. He worked as a journalist in
Abilene, Texas, and Seattle, Washington, for a number of years.
Tragedy struck the Danilson family
when John’s older brother was killed in
a mountain-climbing accident. John
said that the tragedy “made [his] world
crumble.” His older brother had been
his “childhood anchor,” someone he
admired greatly.
As he struggled with that terrible
loss, he encountered a group of Christian young people who presented the
gospel to him. He trusted in Jesus as
his Saviour in a Southern Baptist
church in Abilene, Texas. He stated
that he “experienced the truth that ‘if
any man be in Christ, he is a new creature [creation]’ (II Cor. 5:17).”
In 1956, John enrolled at what was
then known as Practical Bible Training
School of New York (now Davis College), and on June 29, he married June
Wymer. In 1960, he began attending
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Dallas Theological Seminary, from
which he graduated in 1964.
It was late August 1964 when John
and June moved to Cleveland, Ohio,
and he began his ministry with Union
Gospel Press. He served as an editor,
the editor-in-chief, and as a writer. He
was given the task of assigning and
editing Union Gospel Press’s Biblebased family magazine, the GOSPEL
HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL
TIMES.
In the late 1970s, he and his family
moved to Warsaw, Indiana, where he
lived until the day of his departing. He
was a member of Pleasant View Bible
Church and for decades served the
Lord in a number of ministry positions
while continuing to be responsible for
preparing the GOSPEL HERALD. He
would continue that work until health
issues forced him to discontinue his
duties for Union Gospel Press in 2008.
Mr. Danilson had written many times
that the Lord had blessed him
throughout his adult life. He had been
blessed by the ministry the Lord had
called him to do at his church and with
Union Gospel Press. In 1985, he took
a Bible-lands tour, which he enjoyed
and from which he gained insight that
aided in his preaching. He also en-

joyed representing Union Gospel
Press at Sunday school conventions
he attended during his time with the
publishing ministry.
All of God’s children get turns at facing trials, and John and his family dealt
with difficulties of various types. As
stated earlier, one of his brothers died
in a mountain-climbing accident. Of
the five remaining siblings, John was
preceded in death by his three sisters
and another brother. One brother had
died from cancer and a sister from
leukemia many years ago.
One of his daughters, Judy, was
born with severe mental and physical
disabilities. She required constant
care for forty-one years before she
passed away. He and his wife were
also preceded in death by their son
Mark.
Both John and June faced physical
problems as they grew older. He experienced eye trouble with cataracts
and torn and detached retinas. June
suffered with arthritis and had to have
abdominal surgery. Health difficulties
curtailed some of the ministry activities in which they were involved.
Through it all, John trusted in God’s
sustaining grace. He testified that the
experience of having a physically and
mentally challenged daughter in their
home for forty-one years taught lessons in patience that he and his wife
would not otherwise have learned. He
knew that God worked out His plan
through their daughter. He stated that
God had given them many opportunities to praise Him through being His instruments.
Like the Apostle Paul, John did not
allow trials to stop him from faithfully
serving the Lord. He knew that life is
about trusting the God who oversees
all things (Eccles. 3:1, 11). In the “From
the Editor’s Desk” column of the
Spring 1996 GOSPEL HERALD, he
wrote, “In the end, living for the Lord
keeps one on the right track. God’s
sustaining grace is always there.” ★
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Author and Finisher of My Faith
BY

OOKING out the car window one
December afternoon, I saw a
cloud that looked like a broken heart.
In the empty space of the two parts of
the heart I saw a cross. At the time, I
did not think much of it. Two days later, as I grieved with a heart that felt
crushed and empty over the sudden
loss of my cat, I remembered that
fluffy cloud and was comforted by remembering God’s goodness to me.
Hebrews 12:2 begins, “Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith.” Most people picture an author to be someone who writes words
for others to read and enjoy. That is
one definition. An author is also someone who creates, originates, or designs a plan for something. Starting
with His spoken words, God created
and originated the universe He designed. Then, sparing no detail, He
created everything and everyone in
His universe. He made His creations
come alive in a way no other author
can attain.
Mortal authors have only words at
their disposal to create pictures and
breathe life into stories and characters. God uses His omnipotent divine
breath. Written characters come alive
in our minds and on stage or screen,
but God’s creations are living flesh.
Authors know their characters
well. They either do extensive
prewriting or learn about their characters as they write. God knew all the
details of my story before I even entered it, right down to the number of
hairs on my head. Like authors, God
wants to see His creations grow and
prosper.
The same goes for plot. Some authors outline their stories, devising obstacles for their characters to overcome and ways for them to achieve
success. I am better at discovering trials and triumphs as I write.
God is a planner. He knew every trial I would go through the year I saw
that broken-heart cloud. He also knew
my faith would waver. So He reminded me that He would be there for me.
Authors also use sensory detail to
bring their works to life. Besides making beautiful clouds that look like a
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broken heart, God has given me refreshing rain on a hot day, sweet peppers from the garden, reassuring
words in songs, and the scents connected to the people I love.
As a writer, I understand dimly how
much work it took to design and create a universe and everything in it. My
brain can hold details for many of my
own stories, those I have written and
those I want to write. It is so crowded
and busy, I often have trouble falling
asleep or focusing to pray. I cannot
imagine holding an infinite number of
life stories.
As an avid reader, I appreciate all the
work God has done. It is nice to sit
back and enjoy something that someone put so much effort into crafting.
The best thing God has authored for
me is faith. I am sure He knew that I
would be distraught after losing my
cat. So He reminded me of His goodness and comforted me in my loss. It
comforts me whenever I think about it.
He knew some life struggles would
leave my faith wilted, especially when
trials seem to come one after another
over a period of time. I am sure I have
missed many of the blessings He has
sent me because I was too wrapped
up in my own problems to notice them.
So at times, faith has withered from
malnourishment.
But that is my fault, not God’s. He is
the Author of my faith. He has already
written—and will continue to write—it
on my heart. I do not have to remember it on my own. I do not have to worry about Him getting writer’s block. I
just have to pay attention to what He
is doing instead of focusing on my
struggles.
It is not always easy to lift my eyes
from my problems. Jesus said that if I
have faith even as small as a mustard
seed, I can order a mountain to move,
and it will do so (Matt. 17:20). My
earthly problems seem like mountains
sometimes. Some of them look so tall
they pierce the clouds, and some are
so rocky I cannot find a foothold.
Those problems pierce my faith, deflating it at times.
But the clouds are above my mountains. Maybe that is why God shaped

clouds into blessings for me. That is
His way of touching my creative spirit
with His creative Spirit to draw my attention up to Him. All I have to do is
read what He has authored for me
from heaven. I do not need to worry
about anything because He will
finish my story as He promised in
Hebrews 12:2 (and other places in the
Bible).
Jesus already finished the most important part of God’s plan. Just as
mountains pierce the clouds, nails
pierced Jesus’ hands and feet, and the
soldier’s spear pierced His side. His
blood poured out like ink. That blood
was how He authored and finished a
new covenant between God and man.
His flesh was broken, but His Spirit
was not. He finished His work by conquering death. Since He has done that
for me, I do not need to worry about
whether He will lead me beyond things
that seem insurmountable or make the
way smooth for me.
Although circumstances may make
me feel crushed and broken at times,
when I choose to “read” the faith He
has written for me, the Spirit will keep
me going. I have to remind myself that
God is the Author of my faith. To do
that, I have to pay attention to when
He has written messages for me.
Sometimes they are like little notes
your mom folds and tucks into your
lunch box. Reminders of His blessings
could be as small as a ladybug landing on my arm. Other times they might
be mighty waves rolling toward shore,
reminding me over and over that He
can author peace as well as strength.
I sometimes wonder what other reminders of His I have enjoyed in passing that God will bring to remembrance just when I need them. What
will He use in my future to let me know
He is near? Everything may already be
planned, but God is the Creator, so He
can use anything to create a spontaneous message for me. What messages has He created for you? Keep
your spiritual eyes open to the Author
and Finisher of your faith. ★

El Elyon, the Most High God
BY

EWIS SPERRY CHAFER, in his
Systematic Theology, groups the
names of God into categories. One
category encompasses the three primary Hebrew names for God: Jehovah, Elohim, and Adonai. Another
comprises the three compound
names using Jehovah specifically, Jehovah Elohim, Adonai Jehovah, and
Jehovah Sabaoth. A third category includes three compound names
formed with El, namely El Shaddai, El
Elyon, and El Olam. Each name, of
course, has its own distinct meaning,
and each is worthy of an in-depth
study.
Of those compound names with El,
we would like to look at El Elyon, which
translates as “Most High God.” When
the name El is used in Scripture, it is in
reference to God as the strong or
mighty One, the Almighty, and akin to
Elohim, the Strong One. The term el
can actually be used of any deity since
it is a root word for god (whether
capped or uncapped), but in the biblical context it refers to the true God,
One who is truly almighty. The Hebrew
word elyon is a masculine noun or adjective that means “most high,” “the
highest,” or even “supreme.”
Elyon is used as a name for God thirty-one times in the Old Testament, and
“the most celebrated use of this word
is in Genesis 14:18-20” (Baker and
Carpenter, eds., The Complete Word
Study Dictionary: Old Testament,
AMG). Abram had just delivered Lot
from the invading four-nation coalition
from Mesopotamia led by kings Amraphel of Shinar (Babylon), Arioch of
Ellasar, Chedorlaomer of Elam, and
Tidal of Goiim (the nations) (vs. 1).
They had come to make war with
the kings of Sodom, Gomorrah,
Admah, Zeboiim, and Bela; and since
Lot was dwelling in Sodom at that
time, he ended up being taken captive
by the four-king coalition (Gen. 14:1112). When Abram received word of this
event, he took 318 trained men from
his camp and pursued the enemy
armies. He defeated the four armies by
dividing his small band into three
groups and attacking them during the
night, after which he returned with all
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the captives (vss. 14-16).
He was met by two kings. “Upon his
return to his home Abram received a
blessing from Melchizedek, king of
Salem, and he received an offer of reward by the king of Sodom, Bera (v. 2).
Abram declined to accept the reward
because he did not want to tarnish
God’s promised blessing of him.
Abram’s realization that victory and
possessions come from God alone
enabled him to avoid the danger of accepting gifts from the wicked and to
wait for God to provide what He had
promised” (Constable, “Notes on
Genesis,” www.soniclight.com).
Melchizedek’s blessing reveals
deep insight into Abram’s God. We
know little about Melchizedek, but
here he used the name El Elyon twice.
He described God as the “possessor
of heaven and earth” (Gen. 14:19) who
“hath delivered thine enemies into thy
hand” (vs. 20). It is obvious that he understood Abram’s God to be the
Supreme One. We cannot help wondering how he got such a depth of understanding, but this should be a challenge to us, who have the entire Bible,
to come to a deeper understanding in
and trust of God.
David also had this conception of
God. In Psalm 9:2 he addressed Him
without the name El, referring to God
as “thou most High.” In Psalm 18:13
he used the term “the Highest,” from
the Hebrew Elyon. In Psalm 83:18 Asaph wrote, “Thou, whose name alone
is Jehovah, art the most high over all
the earth.” In Psalm 92:1 the psalmist
offered thanks and praise “unto thy
name, O most High,” and in 97:9 he
expressed to the Lord his understanding that He is “high above all the earth”
and “exalted far above all gods.”
Daniel 7 contains a vivid description
of the Most High God. In this chapter
Daniel described a vision of four
beasts coming up out of “the sea” (vs.
3). The vision unfolded, one beast following another, after which the Ancient of Days appeared to judge. It
was in an angel’s explanation of the
vision that Daniel was told who that
last Person was. Each beast represented an earthly kingdom. They

would each rise and fall, never to be
seen again on this earth.
Afterward, however, another kingdom would arise that would belong to
“the saints of the most High” (Dan.
7:18). The name for God here is Elyon.
As Daniel asked for more information,
he was told that after the Ancient of
Days arrived, judgment would occur in
favor of “the saints of the most High”
(vs. 22), who would eventually occupy
the kingdom He established. This was
followed by an explanation about the
fourth beast Daniel had seen. He portrayed a brutal kingdom that would
rise to great, excessive power (vs. 23).
As the prophecy unfolds, it turns to
a future time when the antichrist will
rule. “He shall speak great words
against the most High, and shall wear
out the saints of the most High” (Dan.
7:25). A careful study of this statement
reveals that the first reference to God
in this verse is expressed in the Aramaic equivalent to the Hebrew word
Elyon, and which has the same meaning. The second reference to “most
High” uses the Hebrew word. Both
phrases express the truth that God is
the Supreme One.
The “end of the matter” (Dan. 7:28)
is that “the kingdom and dominion,
and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to
the people of the saints of the most
High, whose kingdom is an everlasting
kingdom, and all dominions shall
serve and obey him” (vs. 27). This is a
revelation of the coming millennium, to
be followed by a final battle with Satan. Then eternity will begin, and the
saints of the Most High will be with
Him forever.
It seems that there are those who,
when they begin to read a book, want
to peek at the last chapter to see how
things are going to turn out. We have
just been given a glance at the last
chapter! Once the final confrontation
with Satan is over, we who are God’s
children will live forever in the peace
and joy of the presence of Jesus. This
gives us reason for constant hope, no
matter how difficult life might temporarily be. ★
(183) 55

A Trip to Washington, D. C.
BY

JUDY CARLSEN

RAVELING can be educational as
well as relaxing. The Bible details
trips God’s people took. God told
Abram to leave Ur and go “unto a land
that I will shew thee” (Gen. 12:1).
Moses led the children of Israel on a
forty-year trip back to the Promised
Land. Jesus traveled all over Israel,
sharing the good news of salvation.
The Apostle Paul traveled the known
world with the message of the gospel.
There are many places to visit for relaxation as well as education. One of
my favorite places for education is
Washington, D. C.
With so many sites to see, you would
do well to plan ahead to see as much
as you can. I highly recommend getting
information before your trip, so you
know where the sites you are interested in are located and whether you will
need a reservation. All the Smithsonian
museums are free of charge. However,
be prepared to go through security at
most places you visit.
Finding a place to stay is another issue to consider. The hotels closest to
the National Mall are extremely expensive. When searching for a hotel, be
sure you know where the safe areas of
the city are. Generally, hotels are more
reasonable outside the city. Across the
Potomac River are suburban hotels
that cater to tourists. Some have shuttle service to public transportation.
Getting around D. C. takes planning.
If you are driving, you may want to consider leaving your car at the hotel when
you go sightseeing. Traffic in D. C. is always congested. Parking is hard to
find and expensive. You will most likely be paying a daily rate to park at the
hotel, but it is useful to have a car if you
want to visit places outside the city.
Do not be afraid to use the metro,
train, and bus system. Go online to
prepare for your trip and order a
SmartTrip® card for each person in
your group. This is a refillable card for
the train and bus. Not only is it convenient, but you also get a discount in
fare for using it. A map showing the
train and bus lines is easily obtainable.
A good way to get an introduction to
the city is to take a trolley tour. You can
hop on and off all day wherever you
like. The tour guides are quite knowledgeable, and you will get a good idea
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where the sites to see are located.
Visitors will hear people speaking
languages from all over the world. I
wondered when we visited what foreign tourists thought of our capital city
and of our country in general.
The National Mall is not a shopping
center. It is an enormous grassy area
centrally located among most of Washington’s museums. At the east end of
the Mall is the Capitol Building, welIknown for its central dome topped by
the statue Freedom, by Thomas Crawford. The original building, completed in
1826, is made of brick clad in sandstone. The north and south wings and
connecting corridors, added later, are
of brick clad in white marble. It is a
beautiful sight when lit up at night. You
can make an online reservation at
www.visitthecapital.gov to tour this historic building where our legislative
branch of the federal government convenes.
All eight of the large paintings in
the Capitol rotunda portray events
from American history. Several convey an overt Christian theme. These
are Embarkation of the Pilgrims and
Baptism of Pocahontas. The pilgrims
sought religious freedom in the New
World. Pocahontas may have been
the first baptized Christian convert in
the Virginia colony.
A short walk from the Capitol is the
Supreme Court, the highest authority
of our judicial branch of government.
Appropriately, there is a marble basrelief on the outside of the eastern facade. In part it depicts Moses holding
the Ten Commandments. Our laws
were founded on the principles given
by God to Moses.
The Library of Congress is just a short
walk south and east from the Capitol.
With over 158 million items, it is the second largest library in terms of holdings
after the British Library in London. Included is a rare Gutenberg Bible on display. Inscriptions about wisdom, including from the book of Proverbs, adorn
the walls.
To the north of Capitol Hill is Union
Station. One of the stops on the
Washington Metro rail system, it is
also a popular shopping and restaurant destination.
A few blocks west and north of the

Capitol is a newer private museum. The
Newseum traces the history of how
news in the United States has changed
from the first newspapers to radio and
television, and now the Internet. You get
a taste for the Newseum before even
entering the building. Each day, front
pages from around the country are
posted on a special outside wall so that
people can see what events are happening. Inside, there is also a wall of foreign newspaper front pages updated
each day. This museum is a fascinating
place to see how news chronicles history in the making. Your ticket is also
good for free admittance the next day.
The National Gallery of Art is located on the National Mall. Its holdings
became so extensive that they are
now housed in two buildings. Across
the Mall from the National Gallery is
the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture
Garden, which features modern art. In
addition to these, there are numerous
art galleries throughout the city.
Not to be missed is the National
Archives, which houses the original
manuscripts of the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of
the United States.
The National Museum of Natural History is a huge building housing over 126
million specimens from nature, including
gemstones and fossils. There are
hands-on exhibits children will enjoy.
The National Museum of American
History is one of my favorites because
it tells the story of how our country was
founded and displays many aspects of
life in America. It is inspiring to see the
actual flag that Francis Scott Key
wrote about in his poem “The Star
Spangled Banner,” which became the
text for our national anthem.
Looking out from the Mall, you can
see the red sandstone Smithsonian
Castle. This is the administration
building and information center for the
Smithsonian museums. James Smithson, although British, founded the
Smithsonian Institution because of his
thirst for knowledge. The Smithsonian
Institution Foundation includes nineteen museums, nine research centers,
and the National Zoo. It is the largest
foundation of its kind in the world.
East of the Castle is a row of more
museums to enjoy. The National Air and
Space Museum is one of the most popular in D. C. because it features so many
different kinds of flying machines. From
the Wright Brothers’ simple aircraft to a
plane flown by Amelia Earhart, from
Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit of Saint Louis

2011 earthquake that caused signifi- George Washington’s era.
Speaking of our first president, you
cant damage. Free tickets should be
reserved online at www.nps.gov, be- will not want to pass up the opportucause this is a popular place. Inside nity to see his plantation at Mount Verthis tall obelisk on the east and west non. You will see the house as well as
interior walls are 194 memorial stones, the acres of ground where he farmed.
some inscribed with Bible verses or Take a few minutes to sit on the
house’s piazza (porch) and enjoy
Christian messages.
Further west, just before the Po- watching the Potomac River. In Washtomac River, is the Lincoln Memorial— ington’s day, Mount Vernon was like a
probably the most popular of all the small village. Be sure to get online
memorials. Crowds seem to always reservations for the house tour.
An extensive museum is also ingather on the steps to see the huge
statue of President Lincoln. The interi- cluded in the admission price. It tells
or walls are inscribed with excerpts about Washington’s life as a soldier,
from Lincoln’s two most famous surveyor, farmer, Revolutionary War
speeches, which reveal Lincoln’s firm general, and president.
belief in God.
To the southeast along
the Tidal Basin is the
Jefferson Memorial. Inscribed in the four porticos
are excerpts from the writings of Thomas Jefferson.
Located among these
big three presidental monuments are smaller memorials to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., the civil rights
leader, and President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who
led the nation during World
War II. The Vietnam War
Memorial and the Korean
War Memorial will also stir
Changing of the guard at the Tomb of the Unknowns
emotions. There is an easiArlington National Cemetery is
ly missed monument, the Memorial to
the 56 Signers of the Declaration of In- across the Potomac River directly
dependence. Located next to a pond in west of the Lincoln Memorial on a bluff
Constitution Gardens, you literally have overlooking D. C. Mainly reserved for
to step around the fifty-six stone blocks the burial of those in the armed forces,
this cemetery features daily changing
embedded in the ground.
The newest memorial is the World of the guard ceremonies at the Tomb
War II Memorial. Featuring fifty-six pil- of the Unknown Soldier. It is a spinelars surrounding a tingling experience to watch an Army
large plaza and guard march back and forth twentyfountain, it honors one paces, pausing at the end of each
the soldiers from walk to honor the dead.
Farther south in Triangle, Virginia, near
our states and
territories who the Marine headquarters at Quantico is
fought to keep the the new National Museum of the Marine
world free from Corps. It features displays honoring the
contribution the Marines have made to
Axis domination.
Outside of D. C. our country, including their band, which
are numerous his- plays for the president on special occatoric areas to see. sions. The great march-king composer,
Many Civil War John Phillip Sousa, was their longtime
battles took place director.
If you are driving, you may want to
within an hour of
Pillars of Honor at the World War II Memorial
the city. Old Town take a road trip two-and-one-half
the first of which is the Washington Alexandria is a section of the Washing- hours southwest to Charlottesville to
Monument, the tallest structure in ton suburb of Alexandria just across the visit Monticello, home of Thomas JefD. C. It reopened in May 2014 after Potomac River from D. C. Here one will ferson. Jefferson not only designed his
three years of renovation due to the find houses and other buildings from
(Continued on page 61)
to modern jets and spacecraft, these
aeronautical marvels are fascinating.
Specialized cultural museums on
the Mall include the National Museum
of the American Indian, the National
Museum of African Art, and the upcoming National Museum of African
American History and Culture.
If you like flowers and plants, you
would enjoy visiting the United States
Botanic Garden. The plethora of colors and fragrances is stunning.
As you walk west along the Mall,
you will see an old-fashioned
carousel. Children and grown-ups
alike enjoy this historic ride.
An important place to visit during
your trip to D. C. is the White House,
home to the sitting president and first
family. It is interesting to see the areas
of the home that are open to the public. Tours are available by contacting
your member of Congress and requesting tickets. You can make this request up to six months in advance.
Only a few blocks east of the White
House is historic Ford’s Theater. This
is where President Abraham Lincoln
was assassinated by John Wilkes
Booth five days after the end of the
Civil War. Lincoln’s death is not a
pleasant event to remember but certainly an important one.
Also sobering but extremely important is a visit to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. It explores
the evils that Nazism perpetrated
against Jews during World War II. During the months of March through August, you need to make reservations
for the free tickets by going online to
www.ushmm.org or waiting in line at
10:00 A.M. on the day you plan to visit.
West of the Mall are the memorials,
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The Apostle Paul as Disciple Maker
BY

FTER His resurrection and shortly
before His return to the Father,
Jesus gathered His apostles in Galilee
and said, “All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen” (Matt. 28:18-20).
These instructions have become
known as the Great Commission, and
making disciples is at the very heart of
it.
A disciple is simply a learner or follower of one who teaches. People are
“made disciples” of Jesus through the
supernatural work of the Holy Spirit,
who convicts them of their sin and
draws them to trust Christ as Lord and
Saviour. Upon conversion, they are to
be baptized in the name of the Triune
God as a public testimony to this work
that God has already wrought in them.
They are then to be taught all that
Christ commanded, not just in His
earthly ministry, but in the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).
Apart from Christ Himself, there is
no better example of a disciple maker
than the Apostle Paul. On one hand,
Paul seemed an unlikely candidate for
that role. Before his conversion and by
his own admission, he was “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious” (I Tim. 1:13). He wrote to the
Corinthians, “For I am the least of the
apostles, that am not meet to be called
an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God” (I Cor. 15:9).
Yet on the other hand, there was no
one better suited as the apostle to the
Gentiles than Paul. He had been educated at the feet of Gamaliel and knew
well the revelation of God in the Hebrew Scriptures (Acts 22:3). His dramatic conversion on the road to Damascus was a tremendous testimony to
the power and grace of God to radically change even the strongest opponent of Christ.
Paul himself came to realize that
God had set him apart, even from his
mother’s womb (Gal. 1:15), to preach
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Christ to the Gentiles. All of us who are
Gentile believers today are deeply indebted to Paul for all that he endured
to ensure the gospel was spread to the
ends of the earth.
The process of fulfilling Christ’s
commission through making disciples
continues until the end of the age.
Much can be learned from studying
Paul’s methods and imitating his example. Four principles can be gleaned
from his discipleship ministry.
DISCIPLESHIP IS DONE WITH ALL
THE COUNSEL OF GOD
When Paul met with the elders from
Ephesus near the end of his third missionary journey, he gave a good summary of his ministry: “I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but
have shewed you, and have taught
you publickly, and from house to
house, . . . For I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel of
God” (Acts 20:20, 27). Such instruction must include systematic teaching
from both the Old and New Testaments, for all the Scriptures are the
Word of God and testify to the person
and work of Christ (cf. Luke 24:27).
This teaching ministry is a vital function of the local church, which is “the
pillar and ground of the truth” (I Tim.
3:15).
DISCIPLESHIP IS DONE BY
PERSONAL EXAMPLE
Paul not only taught by precept;
he also taught by the example of a
godly life. To the Philippians he
wrote, “Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which
walk so as ye have us for an ensample” (Phil. 3:17). He wrote similarly to
the Thessalonians, “For yourselves
know how ye ought to follow us: for
we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you” (II Thess. 3:7). He
urged both Timothy (I Tim. 4:12) and
Titus (Titus 2:7) to be examples to
the believers with whom they
worked. Paul lived in such a way that
he could boldly say, “Be ye followers
of me, even as I also am of Christ”
(I Cor. 11:1). Godly living is as much
“caught” as “taught.”

DISCIPLESHIP TAKES “THE LONG
VIEW” OF FULFILLING THE GREAT
COMMISSION
In his second letter to Timothy, Paul
wrote, “And the things that thou hast
heard of me among many witnesses,
the same commit thou to faithful men,
who shall be able to teach others also”
(2:2). This one verse contains four
“generations” through which God’s
truth is passed: Paul to Timothy to
faithful men to others. Paul’s own ministry demonstrates this principle well.
He worked directly with men like Barnabas, Luke, Timothy, and Titus. These
in turn had great impact on others,
particularly church leaders. Strong
church leaders are a vital part of a local assembly of believers in any part of
the world and were a priority for Paul
in his missionary endeavors (Acts
14:23; Titus 1:5). This principle remains important in missions work today to ensure the ongoing health of a
local church.
DISCIPLESHIP BRINGS BOTH JOY
AND DISAPPOINTMENT
Paul called the Thessalonian believers his “glory and joy” (I Thess. 2:20)
and the Philippians his “joy and
crown” (Phil. 4:1). He had been God’s
instrument in bringing salvation to
both groups, and this gave him great
joy.
But Paul also knew deep disappointment in his ministry. John Mark deserted him on their first missionary journey,
causing a division between Paul and
Barnabas (Acts 15:37-38). While in
prison in Rome, Paul spoke of those
who even preached Christ “of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add
affliction to my bonds” (Phil. 1:15-16).
He wrote to Timothy that Demas had
forsaken him (II Tim. 4:10) and that all
had forsaken him at his first defense
(vs. 16). Paul’s response? “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and
strengthened me; that by me the
preaching might be fully known, and
that all the Gentiles might hear” (vs. 17).
Remember these four principles,
and may we all be faithful in making
disciples. ★

Abiding Joy
BY

JUDYANN GRANT

ATTHEW HENRY (1662-1714)
said, “The joy of the Lord will
arm us against the assaults of our spiritual enemies and put our mouths out
of taste for those pleasures with which
the tempter baits his hook” (christianquotes.ochristian.com).
The dictionary defines “joy” as to
experience great pleasure or delight.
According to the world, joy can be
ours if we upgrade our technological
gadgets, splurge on a luxury vehicle,
or travel to an exotic locale. Indebtedness, however, is hardly a guarantee of
joy. While we may experience “a very
glad feeling,” once the novelty wears
off, we yearn for the next new thing to
bring us happiness.
Secular reasoning persuades us to
believe that by adjusting our circumstances we will adjust our mood. “You
can be happy if only you had a newer
or bigger or better (fill in the blank—the
choices are endless!)” Yet accumulating things does not bring lasting joy;
just ask King Solomon (Eccles. 2:111). All that the world offers is counterfeit joy. How different are the definition and lasting benefits of genuine joy
as found in God’s Word!
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JOY IS SALVATION
Christian author and speaker Barbara
Johnson once wrote, “Belonging to Jesus Christ means you’ve been given a
heart transplant. With a new heart, He
gives the power to be joyful, exuberant,
and thankful” (Kinde, Contagious Joy:
Women of Faith Study Guide Series,
Nelson).
When Mary visited her relative Elisabeth, the baby in Elisabeth’s womb
leaped for joy in the presence of God’s
Son (Luke 1:41). When we come to Jesus, our hearts leap with the assurance that our sins are forgiven and our
new life in Christ has begun. The glow
of joy on the face of a new Christian is
unmistakable. This deep-seated joy
has no earthly comparison.
Abiding joy apart from Jesus is impossible. Billy Sunday once said, “If
you have no joy, there’s a leak in your
Christianity somewhere” (christian
quotes.ochristian.com). When we are in
union with Christ, His joy flows through
us. By staying connected to Christ, the
lure of this world dims.
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JOY IS STRENGTH
Barbara Johnson also said, “In the
midst of the darkness, you will learn
lessons you might never have learned
in the day” (Kinde).
Those who believe that lasting joy is
dependent upon their circumstances
are more prone to crumble under the
harsh realities of life. “Rejoice in the
Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice”
(Phil. 4:4) was written by Paul—not
from a five-star hotel but from a prison
cell. That is certainly not a place one
would normally associate with joy.
The sorrows of this world can drive
a wedge between us and God. Jesus
did not sugarcoat the truth; He knew
tribulations would come (John 16:33).
As I write this, a church family is
grieving the passing of their son in a
drowning accident. Jacob, a young
husband and father, was a campus
missionary with a heart for reaching
lost young people with the joy that is
found only in God. He was a vibrant
young man with a vital ministry.
Though they may wonder why this
happened, his family’s grief is softened by the hope they have in Jesus
(I Thess. 4:13-14).
Jesus Himself was not immune to
sorrow. He wept with Mary and Martha
(John 11:35). He mour ned for
Jerusalem (Matt. 23:37). He opened
Himself up to ridicule in order to reach
the lost (Matt. 9:10-13). He was a man
of sorrows, acquainted with grief (Isa.
53:3). Yet for the joy set before Him,
Jesus journeyed to Golgotha and endured the cross (Heb. 12:1, 2). This
was not a kick-up-your-heels happiness; rather, it was a profound joy derived from doing His Father’s will.
There is no guarantee that the “happily ever after” we long for in this world
will be ours. We do, however, have
God’s guarantee that He is closer to us
than our very breath and that our joy in
Him is untouchable (John 16:22).
JOY IS SECURITY
Barbara Johnson is quoted as saying,“ Joy is a treasure that multiplies
by division” (Kinde). When my then-future husband and I began dating, we
spent as much time together as our
schedules allowed. The more time we
spent together, the more we discovered

what brought the other joy. Now, after
nearly forty years of marriage, we still
carve out as much time as we can to be
together. When you love someone, it is
only natural that you want to be with that
person. It is like that with God too. He
loves us and longs to enter into a deep,
abiding union with us that will stand the
test of time. If our relationship with God
is one-sided, we miss out on the joys He
longs to share with us.
Christianity is built on our connection with the living Lord. We pray to a
Saviour who was in the world and suffered as we do, in flesh and in spirit.
With Jesus as our Advocate, we come
confidently before Him, knowing He
empathizes with us.
The best way to claim the joy of the
Lord is to spend quality time in prayer,
meditation, and reading His Word.
“Thy words were found, and I did eat
them; and thy word was unto me the
joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for I am
called by thy name, O Lord God of
hosts” (Jer. 15:16).
Christa Kinde quoted Sheila Walsh
as saying, “We have not even begun to
see what God has in store for us. Even
the best moments that He showers on
us are hardly the appetizer for the banquet He has prepared.”
In Luke we read about the seventy
ambassadors for Christ who returned
joyous from their sojourn through the
southern parts of the province (10:117). Though they had successfully
gone ahead to prepare the way for
Him, Jesus reminded them that true
joy does not come from having power
to disarm demons; rather, they should
rejoice that their names were written in
heaven (vs. 20).
As children of the King, our future is
secure. In his vision, the Prophet Isaiah
gives us a glimpse of the rejoicing that
will occur on the day God’s kingdom is
ushered in (Isa. 35). Jude 1:24 tells us
that Jesus Himself looks forward to the
day when He will welcome us into the
heavenly kingdom with “exceeding joy.”
JOY IS A CHOICE
Missionary and author Elisabeth Elliot
said, “The world looks for happiness
through self-assertion. The Christian
knows that joy is found in self-abandonment. ‘If a man will let himself be lost for
My sake,’ Jesus said, ‘he will find his true
self’” (christian-quotes.ochristian.com).
The world offers happiness that
skims the surface of our emotions.
God offers joy that penetrates to the
core of our being. ★
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Christian Education
Recruiting Workers—
Avoid the Quick and Easy Ways
BY

DON ANDERSON

ECRUITING workers for church
ministries has always been a
challenging task. In my years of leading church education programs, recruiting workers was always one of the
more time-consuming responsibilities.
Perhaps the large amount of time that
goes into recruiting properly has led to
the quick and easy ways some
churches use today.
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THE QUICK AND EASY WAYS
The quick and easy ways of recruiting are through the Sunday bulletin
and pulpit announcements. If a church
needs more workers for its weekday
club, the bulletin entry may read, “We
need three more workers for our weekday children’s club. If you can help,
please see (leader’s name).” The other
quick and easy way to recruit (which
may accompany the bulletin announcement) is the pulpit plea. It may
sound like this: “We need additional
workers for our children’s church ministry. I would like our director to stand.
(He stands.) If you can help in children’s church, please see him today.”
POSSIBLE PROBLEMS
Think of the possible problems of
recruiting through the bulletin and the
pulpit. First, you may not have anyone
respond. Why? Because everybody’s
job is nobody’s job. No one feels particularly challenged to accept such a
position. Everyone thinks someone
else will do it.
Second, an unqualified person may
volunteer. I believe anyone who serves
in a church ministry should be a member of that church. The person who responds to your bulletin or pulpit plea
may not be a member. (I have seen
that happen before.) Even if the person
is a member, he or she may not be
spiritually qualified for that position.
Then what do you tell the person when
he comes to you?
I acknowledge that some members
who are spiritually qualified may re60 (188)

spond to bulletin and pulpit appeals,
but I submit that these methods rarely
yield the quality of volunteers you
want. Bulletin and pulpit appeals are
low-level methods of recruiting.
RESULTS OF LOW-LEVEL
RECRUITING
Why do these low-level recruiting
methods fail to produce the kinds of
workers you want? Because people
serve at the level they are recruited. If
you recruit at a low level, people often
will serve on a low level (with not much
passion and commitment) and often
for a short time. If you recruit on a higher level, people will serve on a high level and usually for a longer time. In
essence, the way you recruit a person
determines, in large part, how well and
how long a person serves. Since you
want people to serve with a high level
of passion and commitment and for a
long time, avoid these low-level methods of recruiting.
THE MIND-SET IN RECRUITING
Many ministry leaders view recruiting simply as finding people to fill
empty spaces on an organizational
chart. If that is a person’s approach,
then the quick and easy methods
seem to work the best. Recruiting,
however, is not merely filling vacancies
in the program. Recruiting is rather a
ministry to people.
RECRUITING AS A MINISTRY
Recruiting is not simply finding
more workers but rather an opportunity to minister to people by helping
them find God’s will for their service
for Him. People in our churches need
and want to serve the Lord. You have
the privilege of being used by God to
help these individuals find where He
wants them to serve. If you take that
approach, you will be more careful in
how you recruit people. Your work of
recruiting is in reality a ministry to
people.

THE HIGH-LEVEL METHOD
As you read about the high-level
method of recruiting, you may be
tempted to say, “That takes too much
time. And if the person does not accept the position, I have to go through
it all over again.” You are right. The
high-level method does take time, and
the person may say no, which means
starting over again.
Remember, however, that a person
serves at the level he or she is recruited. If you recruit at a high level, though
it takes more time, the result will usually be a person who serves with passion and commitment for a long time.
Though you may think this approach
takes more time, in one sense it may
take less time. If you have to recruit a
new person every year because the
previous worker lasted only one year,
you really will spend more time overall.
It is better to take the time to recruit
properly the first time than have to recruit for the same position every year.
Here then is the high-level method of
recruiting applied to the need for a junior high Sunday school teacher.
The model for this approach is our
Lord Himself in calling His disciples.
“And it came to pass in those days,
that he went out into a mountain to
pray, and continued all night in prayer
to God. And when it was day, he called
unto him his disciples: and of them he
chose twelve, whom also he named
apostles” (Luke 6:12-13). He first
prayed, and then He called His apostles (cf. Matt. 4:18; Mark 2:13-14).
Pray. Following the example of
Christ, prayer is the first step in any
successful recruiting effort. Instead of
throwing out the position to the whole
church, how much better to pray,
“Lord, please make clear whom You
want to be our junior high teacher.”
Confer with the pastor. As ministry
leaders, you do not want to approach
a person to serve without the pastor’s
approval, even if you have prayed
about the matter. You will want to meet
with the pastor to give him some possible names and let him suggest some
additional ones. The reason for conferring with the pastor is that he may
know something that you may not be
aware of that would disqualify a person. Only consider people who currently meet your worker standards.
From this meeting determine your first
and second choices for the position.
Prior teaching experience may be
helpful, but it is not essential. You can

train a person how to teach, but if the
person does not meet the spiritual
qualifications, he should not be considered.
Arrange for a personal visit. Contact
the first person to arrange a time to
talk to him. Be up front and tell him
why you want to talk to him, but also
tell him you will not ask for an answer
at your meeting. During this brief conversation, do not ask the person
whether he wants to serve as a
teacher but rather assume he at least
wants to talk about it. If you ask him
whether he wants to serve as a
teacher, his likely first response will be
negative. You want to give the person
time to pray about the matter and give
the Holy Spirit time to work in his life.
One more thought about making
this initial contact. E-mail or texting is
probably not the best format. Make it
a voice contact.
This conversation could go something like this: “Jerry, we are going to
need a new junior high Sunday
school teacher in a month. The pastor and I have discussed this matter,
and we concluded that we want to
talk to you about this ministry. Can I
arrange to come to your home Tuesday night to talk about this class? I
will not ask for an answer that
evening, but rather I will give you
time to pray about this possibility.”
Men need to be careful about recruiting women for ministry positions.
If you plan to contact a married
woman, make sure her husband will
be home. If the woman is not married,
you should take your wife with you
(you may want to do so for a married
woman too) or arrange to meet in a
neutral location, such as in an open
room after a church service.
You do not necessarily have to meet
in the person’s home. You can arrange
to meet for lunch on a weekday or invite the person to your home for a
meal. The informal setting will make
for a more pleasant conversation.
Begin the meeting by telling the person why you think he is the one for this
ministry. “Jerry, the pastor and I have
discussed different people for our junior high class. We have observed your
life and testimony and seen your family. Our church has standards for our
workers and teachers, and we have
observed that you are already meeting
those standards. You have the qualifications we are looking for in a Sunday
school teacher.”
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Challenge the person. Do not downplay the amount of time and effort in
teaching a class in order to get a positive response. Tell the person that effective teaching takes work in preparation for the lessons and in contact
with students. Easy tasks will not motivate people to passion and commitment.
Show the curriculum materials he
will use. Prospective teachers want to
know the resources they will have to
teach well. Let the person study the
curriculum pieces so that he knows
the kind of help he will get.
Acquaint the person with the class
members. Name the members of the
class to give the individual some insight about the students he might
teach. Point out some of the ways he
would be able to help the students.
Offer training. If the person has never taught before, describe how you will
train him before he begins teaching. If
he has taught before, you may want to
have him take a refresher course along
with any other new teachers you may
have. Assure the person also that you
will provide some training in every regular teachers’ meeting to help him improve his teaching skills.
You can use whatever teacher training course your church selects. If you
have no formal course, arrange to
meet with the person to walk through
one of the lessons so that he knows
how to use his curriculum materials.
Arrange a time for the person to observe the class. The person will be better able to make an informed decision
if he knows something about the
class. Arrange to have him sit in on the
class as he is considering and praying
about the position.
Ask the person to pray about this
matter, and tell him you will contact
him the following week for a decision.
Assure him that if he says yes, you will
arrange for training soon. Let him
know also that if he says no, you may
come back to him at another time for
another ministry opportunity. Pray
with the person before you leave.
After considering all that goes into a
recruiting effort, you may think a
phone call will work instead of a personal visit. A phone call is certainly
better than a pulpit or bulletin plea, but
it still falls short of a personal conversation as our Lord exemplified. As often as possible, try to have a personal
conversation with the individual.

What I have described is the procedure for recruiting a Sunday school
teacher. I am aware that if you are recruiting for VBS, which requires contacting a large number of people in a
short time, you will not have time to
make personal home contacts. A
phone call may be sufficient for recruiting VBS workers. Be careful, however, of falling into the practice of making an appeal for VBS workers through
the Sunday bulletin or pulpit announcements.
Let us commit ourselves not to take
the quick and easy way out of recruiting. Rather, let us view recruiting as a
ministry and take the time we need to
work with people. Such efforts will result in passionate and committed people who will serve in our church ministries for years to come. ★

Working with Wet Cement
(Continued from page 44)

May every father receive the two
helps contained in Proverbs 22:6. This
proverb contains the realistic hope
that a child raised right will likely turn
out right, provided that his father looks
through a spiritual scope and aims at
training his child in the way that he
should go. It takes godly example and
diligent Bible teaching. ★

A Trip to Washington, D.C.
(Continued from page 57)

home but also the furnishings and gardens. A scholar and inventor, he also
experimented with plants. Even today
you can order seeds that are direct descendants from his gardens.
One can see why it will take some
time to visit all the interesting sites of
the Washington, D. C. area. Although
you will need to make a priority list and
return to see more at another time, a
trip to the area will be well worth it.
We have a great country that was
founded on godly principles, as evidenced by much that you will encounter in our capital city. May In God
We Trust continue as our national motto. ★
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The Pastor’s Study
Lessons from a Long Ministry
BY

JOE FALKNER

Y mother was right—life is not
fair! Ministry is not fair, either,
sometimes. Think about it. You start
off in ministry when you have the least
amount of experience, and you retire
when you have the most. If I had
known in my first years of ministry
what I know now after more than four
decades of service, I am sure I could
have been more successful. However,
I now have an entirely different view of
success in ministry, and I would like to
share some of my thoughts with you.
Ministry success is not in the numbers. Of course, you already knew
that; however, if you are like most pastors, sometimes your actions tell a different story. For example, what is the
first thing you do when you get back
into the church office after a Sunday
ministry? Is your reflex action to check
how many attended? Perhaps you impulsively check how much was in the
offering. When the numbers are up,
how do you feel? What feelings do you
have if the numbers are down? When
they are down, you probably tend to
feel down too. If the numbers are consistently low, the urge to feel like
throwing in the towel like Elijah in
I Kings 19:4 can occur: “And he requested for himself that he might die;
and said, It is enough; now, O Lord,
take away my life; for I am not better
than my fathers.”
I am not saying you should not notice the numbers. Sometimes they act
as a barometer of how effective your
ministry has been. They may tell you
that you are not connecting with the
flock or that you need to work on your
preaching. However, larger numbers
may tell you that you are merely tickling ears and giving people what they
want to hear rather than what they
need to hear. In addition, it can cause
a serious problem with you. It is possible to incorrectly feel a sense of pride
in self as the number of attendees increases along with an increase in finances. There may not be hats large
enough for some pastors who see big
numbers on the weekly reports.
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I have been in large and small
churches, but like many of you, I have
not always seen the large numbers in
attendance equate with a stronger,
biblically oriented church body that is
having an effect on society.
In pastors’ conferences I attended
more than twenty years ago, the “experts” described a new approach to
ministry. It was a model that promoted
sensitivity to the unbelievers who attend our churches. As it was explained, “unbelievers are seekers.”
They really want to know God and find
salvation in Him. They are turned off by
our use of big theological terms. They
would be more comfortable if our
buildings looked less “churchy” and if
we would use words that were easier
for them to understand. There was
some good sense to what they said.
What unbeliever understands when a
pastor talks about the “soteriological
benefits of justification and sanctification”?
However, there was a thought that
plagued my mind at that time. The
Apostle Paul made it clear that “there
is none that seeketh after God” (Rom.
3:11). Perhaps there were few who
were bothered by the contradictions,
but when so many churches grew in
numbers, perhaps some pastors of
smaller churches surmised that they
were wrong about the relative unimportance of the size of congregations.
So crosses were removed, and
hymns were relegated to history.
Church buildings began to look more
like shopping malls, and messages
became a curious mix of motivational
pep talks and psychological therapy
sessions. Pastors moved from being
shepherds to acting as business
CEO’s. Pragmatically speaking, many
churches that tried the new “nonchurchy” model grew. A few years earlier, a church of five hundred was considered large, but the new culturally
relevant churches had attendance that
was moving into the thousands for
some. Surely numbers do not lie!
Large numbers are not necessarily
bad. The church that started on the

Day of Pentecost grew rapidly. “Then
they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were
added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). It seems obvious from the passage that the growth
was caused and blessed by the Lord.
“And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved” (vs.
47).
The real issue of the modern church
growth movement is whether the size
of a church is caused by God and adherence to biblical principles or
whether it is brought about by adjustment to the culture and by ignoring
scriptural principles for the sake of
making people feel comfortable. Unfortunately, much of our modern
church growth has been the latter.
Another numbers problem for many
pastors is the number that is preceded by dollar signs. We who preach that
“ye cannot serve God and mammon”
(Matt. 6:24) are often guilty of violating
that principle ourselves. A reading of I
and II Timothy will convince you there
is a strong relationship between false
teaching and concerns about money.
In our current culture, the preaching of
prosperity has caused churches to
stumble in their dedication to the Lord
and their service for Him. The financial
bottom line has often become more
important than the biblical bottom line.
Can ministry success be found in
numbers? Yes, it can if those numbers
represent the lives of men and women
who have come to know Christ as
Saviour and have learned to walk in
His Word. But it is seldom found in the
size of buildings or programs or the
amount of dollars in the church budget. Yet too many pastors think success
is in numbers.
Ministry success is found in following the Word of God. Living through
several decades of church ministry
has taught me the truth of Solomon’s
words in Ecclesiastes 12:12: “And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is
no end; and much study is a weariness
of the flesh.” It seems that every new
decade brings a new stack of books
on how to be spiritually successful.
One barrage of writers told Christians
we needed to learn to fight demons to
really live for God. Years later, Christian writers told us how God wanted
us to be wealthy. Then dozens of
books mixed secular psychology with
Christian counseling. With so many

paths being laid out for the life of a believer, it was easy to miss the real pathway to spiritual wellness—the Word of
God. The psalmist wrote, “Thy word is
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto
my path” (Ps. 119:105).
There was a time in Judah’s history
when the Word of God had been lost.
In the days of Josiah (II Kings 22),
Hilkiah the high priest found the law in
the house of God. King Josiah tore his
clothes when he heard about the discovery. Jeremiah the prophet described the effect of the Word of God
on his life: “Thy words were found, and
I did eat them; and thy word was unto
me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart:
for I am called by thy name, O Lord
God of hosts” (Jer. 15:16).
Sadly, the Word of God is being lost
in too many churches today. It has
been replaced with “how-to” messages that are said to attract more
people. In trying to be more relevant,
some pastors only make passing reference to God’s Word, if any at all.
Some biblical issues are considered
off limits in successful churches. Pastors have been encouraged in many
conferences and seminars to preach
heaven but avoid hell. Emphasize the
love of God but avoid any mention of
the holiness and justice of God.
Do not misunderstand. The love of
God is an important topic, and indeed,
the Bible is filled with examples of how
to live life successfully. Heaven is real,
and forgiveness is a wonderful and reassuring subject. The issue is balance,
and nowhere is the balance more perfect than in the Bible itself. Every part
of it is important in a Christian’s life.
The Apostle Paul made it very clear to
the Ephesian elders in Acts 20:27 that
he had taught them the whole counsel
of God. I believe pastors should do the
same. As we prepare the “meals” to
feed the flock, we should seek to deliver balanced nutrition. I am appalled
when I read the surveys these days of
how limited Bible knowledge is in most
churches. Pastors can take much of
the blame for that because they have
been given the task of teaching the
Word.
Examine your preaching calendar.
Does it include passages from the Old
Testament as well as the New? Have
you taught your sheep the foundational theological issues they need to
know and understand? Do your sheep
know where to go in God’s Word when
they have problems with finances, relationships, and family? Do parents
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understand their biblical responsibilities in raising their children? Do husbands and wives know God’s direction
for their marriage? Do the young people in your church understand why sex
outside of marriage is wrong?
Sheep look to the shepherd for their
meals and their direction on the path.
Do our sheep find those needs met
through our ministries?
Ministry success is found in living
the Word of God we teach. Many pastors love to emphasize “Be ye followers of me,” but they may forget the last
part of the verse that says, “even as I
also am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1). Without a doubt, pastors have been given
a leadership position. The author of
Hebrews exhorted his readers, “Obey
them that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves: for they watch for
your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and
not with grief: for that is unprofitable
for you” (13:17). In context, he was
talking about spiritual leaders. A few
verses earlier, he commanded, “Remember them which have the rule over
you, who have spoken unto you the
word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation”
(vs. 7). He told them to follow their spiritual leaders, and of course as they observed those leaders, to be sure their
practice followed what they preached.
We have heard that modeling is a
hard profession—all that dieting, sitting in a makeup chair for hours,
standing still in awkward poses and
such. Most of us will never be a
model in that sense. Few magazines
would sell if some of our pictures
were on the front cover (I speak at
least for myself). Pastoral modeling
is even more strenuous. It involves
knowing the Word of God and living
it out before others. It is not only
what we believe but also how we behave. Why should anyone follow a
leader who tells them to be “kind one
to another” (Eph. 4:32) if that leader
is cruel, crass, and has an unforgiving spirit? What sheep would be
foolish enough to follow a shepherd
who acts like a wolf?
Pastors, it is not easy to live life under constant scrutiny, but that is the
lifestyle to which our Lord calls us.
Would you buy hair restorer from a
bald man? Can you imagine trying a
diet product being sold by an obese
person? Why, then, would we expect
sheep to follow one who does not live

by the same principles he teaches?
The reputation of pastors has been
tarnished by those hirelings who
pound the pulpit about moral purity
while living secret, sinful lives behind
closed doors. People have a hard time
trusting true men of God because they
have been grouped together with
charlatans. When congregations have
seen cheating, materialistic men who
call themselves spiritual leaders, they
are suspicious of all who ask them to
give sacrificially. Real success in ministry follows real obedience in ministry.
Those who are living a lie should get
out of ministry now! They should confess their sin to God and to others
(Jas. 5:16) and step down. They must
quit playing a game and let those who
have actually been called to serve God
do so with integrity.
Ministry success will be rewarded. It
might seem a thankless job to shepherd a flock. Sheep can bite. They are
stubborn, and they can make a mess
when you least expect it. But if God
has truly called you to be a shepherd,
do not stoop to be a king. God will reward your service. “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and
labour of love, which ye have shewed
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister”
(Heb. 6:10).
Knowing that he was near the end of
his life and earthly ministry, the Apostle Paul evaluated it all in these words:
“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love his appearing” (II Tim. 4:7-8).
You love His appearing. I am sure
you have preached about the Lord’s
return as many times as I have. You
sense what that day will be like. The
faithful servant nears the end of his
days. His back is bent beneath the
weight of the burdens he has carried
for years. His eyesight has grown dim,
yet he continues daily to read the love
letter sent to him by his Heavenly Father. He sees a light in the distance.
The Master is coming! His heart quickens along with his step. His strength
completely gone, he falls into loving
arms and hears the words “Well done,
faithful servant!” ★
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Share the Gospel
BY

SHERRY NEWCUM

If you were to share the good news,
Would you know what to say
To those who work or live with you
Or cross your path each day?

God made a way through Jesus Christ
To find and know God better.
God knows your heart; He loves you so.
It’s all written in this letter.

God’s personal; God’s intimate.
He sees inside your soul.
He’ll come to live within you, dear,
To restore and make you whole.

To the hurting, lonely person
Say, “God loves you so, my dear.
He wrote a letter to your heart;
It’s in the Bible here.

It’s not so hard to understand.
I know the Author well.
If I don’t understand it all,
I ask Him to show and tell.

You’re never alone. I’ll pray for you.
Please check out God’s love letter.
Take it to heart and love Him back,
And see if life’s not better.” ★

