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July 26, 2015—Read Micah 7:18. There is no one like
God, for He is above all gods (cf. Isa. 42:8). He removes
our iniquity, burying our sins in the sea of forgetfulness (cf.
Mic. 7:19), and blots out our transgressions as a thick
cloud (Isa. 44:22). When there is faith and repentance, the
Lord forgives transgressions, withdraws His anger, and
delights in mercy for the humble heart.

August 2, 2015—Read Isaiah 59:20. It is always spiri-
tually uplifting to study Isaiah, for he had so much to say
about the coming Messiah and salvation. Fallen man has
hope planted in his soul with the coming of the Redeemer
(cf. Gen. 3:15). “Redeem” means to buy back. “Zion”
speaks of the grace by which there is salvation (cf. Eph.
2:8-9). “Transgression” looks upon sin as a personal
choice contrary to knowledge of what is right.

August 9, 2015—Read Jeremiah 7:3. Israel had fallen
upon hard times spiritually; however, the Lord called His
people to see where they stood in doing the will of God
and walking in His ways. “Amend” has in it the teaching
of forsaking sin and living in obedience to possess the
land. Believers have the same challenge (cf. I John 1:9).

August 16, 2015—Read Ezekiel 18:31. In turning back
to God, Israel would have “a new heart and a new spirit.”
A choice was before them: to turn back to God and live
or to continue their rebellion and die. The Corinthian
church had a similar experience in the misuse of the
Lord’s Supper. As a result, some had gone to sleep. The
word “sleep” meant “death” (I Cor. 11:30). It was a sin that
could lead to physical (not spiritual) death.

August 23, 2015—Read Zechariah 7:9-10. Israel was
instructed to live for God in harmony and peace for the full
blessing of the Lord to come. Practicing “true judgment”
would lead to showing “mercy and compassions” to every
brother, as well as reaching out in kindness to widows, or-
phans, foreigners, and the poor. Caring for and serving
one another would bring a new time of happiness and joy
in the land. We Christians today are called to live and
serve in the same way (Jas. 1:27). 

August 30, 2015—Read Malachi 3:6. It is a comforting
lift to the soul and strength to the spirit to know that our
God is immutable; He cannot change. His promises are
sure, and His provisions are guaranteed for time and eter-
nity (cf. Titus 1:2; Jas. 1:17). God cannot change because
He is the Lord. “Lord” in Malachi 3:6 is the word “Yahweh”
(sometimes translated “Jehovah”), God’s redemptive
name, showing He is eternal. The word is translated in Ex-
odus 3:14 by the words “I AM THAT I AM” when God com-
missioned Moses to deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage.
Let us rejoice that our Lord is “the same yesterday, and to
day, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8).  �

June 7, 2015—Read Amos 2:4. Judah had rebelled
against God and His law. Because of Israel’s disobedi-
ence, she was about to experience the judgment of the
Lord upon His wayward people. Israel forgot that God
honors obedience and judges rebellion. As believers, we
are to learn from Israel (cf. Rom. 15:4; I Cor. 10:11). It is a
worthy goal to please the Lord in our daily walk (cf. Col.
2:6).  

June 14, 2015—Read Amos 5:24. It is not wise to try to
fool God (cf. Gal. 6:7-9). To come back from the doldrums
of rebellion, Israel would have to repent and turn to the
Lord. It would be a wise decision to choose the will of God
and follow His ways. Failure to heed God’s bidding would
bring down waters of judgment (Amos 5:24), while walk-
ing in the path of righteousness would bring a refreshing
stream of delight and a full reward (cf. II John 1:8). 

June 21, 2015—Read Amos 6:12. Amos was a hard-
hitting prophet who did not mince around with words of
compromise. The people had altered judgment for selfish
reasons. “Gall” and “hemlock” represented that which
was bitter and poisonous before the Lord because of their
disobedient hearts. God used everyday terms to cut into
the soul of Israel to move her to return to Him. The Lord
wanted His people to be examples in righteousness and
truth. 

June 28, 2015—Read Amos 8:2. While God is long-suf-
fering, His patience will run out against a hardened peo-
ple who refuse to confess their sins. How sad it is that so
many accept the love of God while trampling underfoot
the judgment of God! God spoke to Amos about His judg-
ment upon Israel. Unwise choices have consequences. 

July 5, 2015—Read Micah 2:7. God’s judgment is
against the wicked, but the Lord blesses the path of the
righteous (Ps. 1:6). The blessed person delights in the law
of God (vs. 2). Walking with God brings refreshment to
the soul; whoever does shall be “like a tree planted by the
rivers of water” (vs. 3). 

July 12, 2015—Read Micah 3:8. There cannot be true
worship while harboring evil in the heart. Jacob, who rep-
resents all Israel, had followed the path of carnality, bring-
ing the judgment of God upon the people. Micah’s min-
istry called a wayward nation to return to the Lord for
blessing and guidance. 

July 19, 2015—Read Micah 6:8. This verse has been
used in presidential oaths of office. “What doth the Lord
require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God?” Micah challenged Israel with
the call to a better lifestyle, reminding the nation of God’s
goodness. With a renewed commitment to the Lord, a
new day of grace would come to His people. 

Minute Meditations
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Passing the Torch
BY ROBERT A. ALLEN

YOU have probably heard the ex-
pression “Real men don’t cry.”

Some think that this mentality in
America has its origins in the post-
Second World War era. Many of the
men who fought in that war came
home psychologically scarred by
what they had experienced, and they
began to suppress their emotions. Fa-
thers passed on this mind-set to their
sons to help them “toughen up” and
face pain and loss with a stoic de-
meanor that was thought to exhibit
fortitude.

In this issue of the GOSPEL HERALD
AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES,
you will find an emphasis on being a
Christian father. The writers of those ar-
ticles focusing on fatherhood have
based their thoughts on the supreme
example of a father—God. There is
plenty of Bible-based counsel on how
to be a good Christian man and father.

There has been a modern men’s
movement in America’s churches, and
it has had both a positive and negative
impact. True, Christian men need to
step up and lead with strength at home
and in our churches. For too long this
has been lacking—hence, the need for
men’s ministries to get men involved
and living godly, obedient lives.

However, some misconceptions
about fatherhood and manhood seem
to be springing up. For instance, was
Jesus a punch-someone-in-the-face
kind of man, as some pastors have
pictured Him? Was He too macho to
cry? I hardly think so. 

Why? Because we see in the Bible
that He was strong and yet also emo-
tional. With fervor and great strength,
He forced the wicked people out of the
temple. But Jesus also showed great
compassion, ardor, and tenderness
(Luke 19:41; 22:44; John 11:35).

Throughout the Bible, we see that
men, particularly fathers, are to be
compassionate (Ps. 103:13), forgiving
(Luke 15:20-24), generous (cf. Matt.
7:9-11), and confident in the Lord
(Prov. 14:26). They are godly leaders
(Deut. 6:6-9; Job 1:4-5; III John 1:4) led
by the Spirit (I Cor. 3:1) and are loving
(Eph. 5:25-33; Titus 2:2), among many
other characteristics exemplified by
our Father and His Son. 

First Timothy 6:11 wraps up my
point: “But thou, O man of God, . . . fol-
low after righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, patience, meekness.” In
these qualities we find the strength
and sensitivity a real man in Christ
should possess.  �

From the Editor’s Desk

Real Men in Christ
BY DON RUFF

THE Reverend Arthur Allen accept-
ed an invitation from a church to

hold a week of meetings in Baker,
Montana, just as he was completing
his seminary degree. In the middle of
the week, a deacon approached him
with a surprise announcement. “Rev.
Allen, the pulpit committee has met
and decided to extend to you a call to
be our pastor.”  

Feeling led by God to accept the call,
Arthur sent a telegram back to Min-
neapolis with the words “Rejoice in the

Lord, Philippians 4:4.” His fiancée, 
Verna Josephs, knew immediately
what his rejoicing in the Lord entailed.
Arthur had a job, and that meant they
could afford to get married. After he re-
turned to Minnesota, Arthur and Verna
tied the knot and moved to Big Sky
Country on their honeymoon. They
would spend the next twenty-five
years ministering to people in the West. 

During the ten years of ministry in
Baker, the first three Allen children
joined the family. All of them were in-

volved in their parents’ ministry from
the start. They sang in the cherub choir
and participated in Sunday school and
Bible clubs.

Arthur became active in Youth for
Christ and traveled throughout Mon-
tana, getting to know many of the pas-
tors in that state. He even took a trip
to Switzerland for a YFC international
conference. While in Europe, he and a
friend tried to make a side trip into Is-
rael but were prevented by the ongo-
ing fighting of the Second World War.
Later, he would travel to Israel thirty
times as a tour leader.

After ten years in Baker, Arthur was
asked to serve as a church planter in
Montana and Wyoming. The older chil-
dren, two girls, were already in school.
But their first son, Bobby, began travel-
ing with his father through the moun-
tains and plains of the West. He would
pack his suitcase with Golden Books in
imitation of his father’s packing study
materials into a briefcase. They would
say good-bye to Mom and the girls and
head off on the great adventure that
would eventually result in the planting of
thirty churches in the next four years.

Bobby did much more than just trav-
el with his father. When they held spe-
cial meetings to gather a congregation
for a church plant, he would lead the
singing. A chair had to be placed be-
hind the pulpit so that he could be seen
over the top, but his hands kept time
faithfully as the group of people sang
hymns. For special music, he would
sing one of the new songs he had
learned, such as Ira Stanphill’s “A
Christian Cowboy” or Stuart Hamblen’s
popular favorite “Open Up Your Heart
(and Let the Sunshine In).” 

During those years, churches were or-
ganized in any available space, includ-
ing one in an empty saloon called the
Bloody Bucket. Another town did not
have any meeting place available. Since
it was summertime, they set up chairs at
the bottom of an empty swimming pool
and held services there for a week.

One of the methods Rev. Allen used
to promote the church-planting ministry
involved film. Using the early home
movie methods available, he produced
films with titles like “Revival in the Rock-
ies.” He would write a word with a lariat
on the grass and then have someone off
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camera pull the end of the rope to erase
the word. When he spliced the film
backward, the lariat would appear to
form itself into the word for the title se-
quence. Although he did not live to see
the movie-making wonders of the digi-
tal age, he would have been thrilled to
see his grandkids using their photogra-
phy skills for the glory of the Lord.

After four years as a church-plant-
ing missionary, Rev. Allen felt it best for
the sake of his family to curtail the con-
stant travel. He accepted a call to pas-
tor a church in Laurel, Montana. There
the children continued to serve along-
side their parents. When it came time
for Bible camp, they would attend the
week for their own age-group and then
become kitchen staff or counselors for
the younger campers.

Bob was serving as a counselor dur-
ing a junior week when God used the
story of Jim Elliot and the others who
were martyred by the Auca Indians to
call him to full-time Christian service.
He had seen ministry modeled by his
father, and now God had laid it on his
own heart to follow that path.

Youth meetings were called “Train-
ing Unions” and involved active par-
ticipation in areas such as planning
activities and preparing lessons. Bob’s
first preaching experiences took place
in front of his own friends during youth
group meetings. 

All of the young people in Laurel were
encouraged to go to Bible college after
graduation from high school, and most
of them did. The Allens’ oldest daugh-
ter, Dorothy, met a young man who lat-
er earned his doctorate and has taught
at Liberty Seminary for many years.
Their son Brian is a youth pastor, and
their daughter Amy organizes many of
the events at her local church. Follow-
ing the example of their parents, each of

the Allens’ children has involved their
own children in their ministries as well.

Peggy, the Allens’ other daughter,
married an evangelist and traveled with
him throughout the country. When he
preached, she would take the children
out for their own teaching time through
storytelling, making it easier for their par-
ents to concentrate on the sermon. She
invented a storytelling partner named
Herkimer, and the children’s meetings
became known as “Herkimer and
Friends.” Her daughter April worked
right alongside her mother in those
meetings. She would go on to marry a
Bible college graduate and serve in a
mission church in the Cayman Islands.

The Reverend Allen’s son David en-
tered the field of teaching and became
administrator of a Christian school while
actively participating in his local church.
His children share in the photography
interests of their grandfather as well as
the musical ministries that have always
been a part of family life. His oldest son,
Ethan, serves as a missionary to college
students at Appalachian State Universi-
ty. Eric, another son, serves in various
ministries within his church. Daughters
Emily and Elise both graduated from
Bible college and married men who
serve the Lord. Emily’s husband is a
Christian school teacher and church
musician. Elise’s husband is still in train-
ing, taking seminary classes.

The Reverend Allen’s son Bob grad-
uated from Bible college and seminary
and has pastored several churches. He
also taught speech, drama, and
homiletics on the college level. Those
early experiences standing on a chair to
lead singing removed any potential fear
of public speaking. One of the methods
he used successfully in camp ministries
involved creative storytelling. He wrote
and delivered monologues in the words
of Old Testament characters and told
weeklong narratives about children like
the boy kings Josiah and Joash. 

Bob passed those skills on to his
own children. A recent summer camp
ministry found his son Christopher
telling many of his father’s stories
while creating new ones of his own.

While Bob was teaching at Liberty
University, he and his wife, Carmen,
started a weekly radio program called
“The Bible Story Family.” All of the chil-
dren took part, creating the various
character voices for the stories. Two of
their children, Kent and Tammy, not yet
in school, memorized their parts in
preparation for the recording sessions,
since they were not yet able to read. 

Later, their kids toured with choirs
and drama teams directed by their par-
ents. One of those tours took them all
the way from Minnesota to the East
Coast as they presented James Weldon
Johnson’s “God’s Trombones.” The
Pillsbury Players were directed by Bob
and the Hallelujah Voices by Carmen.

During the summers between col-
lege terms, the children worked in
Bible camps and participated in the
music and youth programs of the
churches their parents served. Short-
term mission trips included opportuni-
ties for service in South Africa, France,
Mexico, and the Philippines.

The Allens’ oldest son, Chad, has
been a music minister and choir direc-
tor as well as a Sunday school teacher.
Their daughter Wendy married a pas-
tor and enjoys playing keyboard as
part of a worship team. Their son Kent
has served as a youth pastor, deacon,
and music director. Tammy plays oboe
with the musicians at her church and
also writes and directs dramas for
special events. Christopher, the
youngest, is just completing his col-
lege work and has enrolled in semi-
nary, preparing for the ministry.

Several years ago, Carmen felt com-
pelled to start a purity-conference min-
istry. Retreats for young ladies have
been held in Nebraska, Michigan, and
Pennsylvania, as well as in Ukraine.
Tammy has written all of the dramas for
the conferences. Wendy has counseled
and participated in leading worship.
Kent’s wife, Dorinda, has served as
mentor for the girls as well.

There are now twelve grandchildren in
the Bob Allen family, and their parents
are involving them in the ministries God
has given them. It is a pattern described
by the psalmist when he wrote, “We will
. . . [show] to the generation to come the
praises of the Lord, and his strength, and
his wonderful works that he hath done.
For he established a testimony in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel, which he
commanded our fathers, that they
should make them known to their chil-
dren: that the generation to come might
know them, even the children which
should be born; who should arise and
declare them to their children” (Ps. 78:4-
6). 

The same story could be told con-
cerning the family of Bob’s wife, Car-
men. Her parents raised seven children
while they were involved in pastoral
ministry. Like the Allen children, they
were never told that they had to follow

The Reverend Arthur Allen Family 
Front row: Arthur, David, Verna.
Back row: Dorothy, Bob, Peggy. 

(Continued on page 15)
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IT all began as a total mystery. First, 
the authorities at the Pilanesberg

Game Reserve in South Africa found
one dead rhino; then there were two
and then three. The animals were not
just dying; they were being killed.
Some of the carcasses were found
with large, gaping wounds; others had
broken ribs and internal injuries. 

It seemed there was a serial killer on
the loose. But it was soon determined
that the killer (or killers) was not hu-
man. The rhino killers were, in fact, ele-
phants. In every instance, the authori-
ties found many elephant footprints.
The thing that puzzled the animal ex-
perts was the reason why the ele-
phants were killing the rhinos. Normal-
ly, elephants rarely attack other
animals. They are generally not ag-
gressive unless threatened. 

It was not long before the mystery
was solved. It seemed the park had a
group of juvenile delinquent elephants
on their hands. About fifteen years be-
fore, this particular herd of elephants
had been composed of rescued baby
elephants and two adult females. No
adult bulls were added to the herd.

Around age twelve to fourteen, male
elephants leave their mothers’ care
and begin to associate with other
males in roaming herds. They become
a kind of elephant gang. Because
there were no mature bulls around in
this case, all the “teenagers” grouped
together and became more aggres-
sive each day.

The solution to the problem of the
aggressive teenage gang of elephants
was simple. Several adult bulls were
added to the herd. The young bulls
were soon in line, and no more rhinos
were killed by rampaging teen ele-
phants (Sly, “A Murder Mystery: Why
Were Elephants Slaughtering Rhi-
nos?—Lack of Adult Role Models
Gets the Blame,” Chicago Tribune,
October 23, 1994). 

The results the conservationists
achieved with the young elephants are
really not surprising.

For years the media, particularly tel-
evision and the movies, have told us
that the only purpose for adult males
is reproduction. Beyond that, they are
often portrayed as having very little
part in the raising of children. There are

many single women who are doing
their best to raise children. They have
to be some of the most dedicated
people around. However, it is the in-
tention of this article to investigate
what the Bible has to say about the
role of the father. 

The evidence of a father’s impact is
not lacking. The Bible is filled with ex-
amples of fathers who succeeded and
fathers who failed. Sadly, there are
many more instances of failure. One
can think of Isaac or Jacob or David,
who all had one or more difficult and
rebellious children because they failed
to teach all of their children correctly or
favored one child over another.

There is also the example of Eli,
whose main focus was on material
things while he let his children run wild.
Even a godly man like Abraham had
his struggles as a father. What impact
would his lying about his wife have had
on Isaac?

Despite those bad examples of par-
enting, examples of positive role mod-
els are also present in Scripture. The
focus of Jesus’ famous prodigal son
story is the all-forgiving father. This is
surely a model for all fathers every-
where. Jesus’ earthly father, Joseph,
also serves as a great role model for
fathers.

To find a biblical answer to our ques-
tion about the role of fathers, we turn
to what could be considered one of
the saddest passages recorded in the
entire Bible. What qualifies this pas-
sage for this distinction is that it talks
about an entire generation of fathers
who failed. Judges 2:10 says, “All that
generation were gathered unto their
fathers: and there arose another gen-
eration after them, which knew not the
Lord, nor yet the works which he had
done for Israel.”

The generation that was gathered to
their fathers consisted of the children
of the Exodus. This was the generation
that grew up in the desert and wit-
nessed God’s miraculous care for
many decades. It was the generation
that saw God first conquer and then
give them the land of Canaan for a
homeland. The generation that had no
knowledge of God or His deeds were
the grandchildren (and great-grand-
children) of the Exodus. Their grandfa-

Lest They Forget
BY MARTIN DAHLQUIST
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“The Lord our God is one Lord” (Deut.
6:4). Fatherhood starts with a correct
concept of who God is. In a world that
preaches a multitude of gods (materi-
alism, money, pleasure), a biblical fa-
ther will be fully convinced of who the
Lord God is.

A father’s commitment to God must
be with his whole heart, soul, and
might (Deut. 6:5). If Dad does not be-
lieve deep down in his heart that the
Lord is God, his children will be the
first to know. This concept is basic to
fostering a good self-image in one’s
child. It directs the focus away from
self and things and puts it on others.

A father’s total commitment will
show itself in his daily conduct. Both
the formal task of teaching about God
and the more informal task of talking
about God should consume the fa-
ther’s day. The family is watching.
Everything the father does becomes
part of the child’s developing world-
view. See every moment as a teach-
ing moment, both the structured and
the informal times with the children.
You can teach about God in every sit-
uation (Deut. 6:7). You can teach
about God by your personal commit-
ment (vs. 8). You can teach about God
by the values you establish in the
home (vs. 9).

One of Moses’ (and God’s) key con-
cerns was about the sudden exposure
the Israelites would have to great
prosperity and wealth. They would be
given “houses full of all good things,
which thou filledst not, and wells
digged, which thou diggedst not, vine-
yards and olive trees, which thou
plantedst not” (Deut. 6:11). It was over
this issue of prosperity that both Mo-
saic and divine concern were ex-
pressed, since this was when the Is-
raelites would have the tendency to
forget God. 

The final task for being a good bib-
lical father is to keep the family’s (and
especially the children’s) focus on
God’s goodness, not on the good
things from God. God, not His gifts, is
the key. God and His mercy and grace
are present in all situations, even the
difficult times. Despite the trouble-
some times that are so common in this
life, God is good. He is good always.
When a father and his family under-
stand this, they will be able to face tri-
als in a more confident and assured
manner.

There is always the danger of the
next generation forgetting God. The
solution to this problem can be sum-

thers were the redeemed slaves of
Egypt. Their fathers came across the
desert and took possession of the
land. Answering the question “What is
the role of a father?” will help us un-
derstand what went wrong.

Years before, Israel was gathered on
the eastern banks of the Jordan, pre-
pared to enter the Promised Land.
Moses gave four sermons or lessons
about living in the new land that lay be-
fore them.

Moses’ concern in his first message
was that when Israel got into the land
of plenty, they would soon forget God.
After listing all the great blessings that
would be Israel’s when they arrived in
the land, Moses was concerned “lest
[they] forget the Lord, which brought
[them] forth out of the land of Egypt”
(Deut. 6:12).

The similarities between that time
and ours today are not hard to see.
The people were going to live in a
place of great affluence and produc-
tivity. But there were several compet-
ing religious systems. The immoral
and seductive lifestyles of the neigh-
boring nations was anathema to what
the Lord had taught His people. To
prepare Israel to live in a time of great
prosperity and materialism, Moses en-
couraged his audience to never forget
God and what He had done for them.

It is here that one finds the answer
to the question concerning the role of
fathers. The wise man thoroughly pre-
pares himself before he considers be-
coming a father. To him is given the
major task of making sure that the next
generation knows about God.

Today, much of the spiritual in-
struction is left to mothers and the
church. This was not so in Bible days.
As we will see in Deuteronomy, the
spiritual instruction was to be han-
dled by the fathers. In ancient Israel,
it was the role of the women to in-
struct the children on the details of
everyday living.

People today are much like the peo-
ple of ancient Israel. Their attention
spans tend to be rather short. There is
a great tendency to forget God.
Deuteronomy 6 offers some great ad-
vice to fathers about keeping the next
generation’s focus on God.

If a father is to fulfill his sacred task
of helping the next generation not for-
get God, he needs to be totally com-
mitted to Him—that is, he will need to
be 110 percent sold out for God.

The ancient lawgiver gave us the
starting point: true knowledge of God.

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

marized in two words: we are to “fear”
and “serve” God (Deut. 6:13).

There is a pattern to be seen in the
generations that are referenced in
Judges 2:10. There were the grand-
parents, the first generation, who
came out of Egypt. Then came the
second generation, those who entered
the Promised Land and enjoyed God’s
benefits. Finally, we see the third gen-
eration, which rebelled against God.

God lays an important task on all fa-
thers: live and teach in such a way that
the next generation will remember and
serve God. Fathers must continually
pray for that next generation. They
must pray that they will pass on to their
children what they have learned about
God and His Word. This is a father’s
highest calling. Teach your children
not to forget God.  �
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UNLESS you grew up on a farm,
you most likely have little con-

cept of what is involved in taking care
of animals, especially sheep. Even
those familiar with some aspects of
animal husbandry, such as raising cat-
tle or horses, realize that tending
sheep is quite different from taking
care of other domesticated animals.

As anyone who has read God’s
Word knows, however, shepherding
was a common occupation in the bib-
lical world. Important figures such as
Abraham, Joseph, Moses, and David
were all involved in shepherding.

Since shepherding was so wide-
spread in antiquity, we can certainly
understand why there are so many al-
lusions to this occupation in Scripture.
We can also understand why God and
His people are depicted as Shepherd
and sheep in the Bible. In spite of the
fact that most of us have little direct
contact with sheep, the Scriptures
themselves afford us with enough in-
formation to form a fairly accurate pic-
ture of the pastoral role and lifestyle. 

THE LORD GOD AS SHEPHERD
While there are numerous passages

in the Old Testament depicting Yah-
weh as the Shepherd of His people,
the one that naturally comes to mind
is Psalm 23. Of course, this passage is
one of the best-known of all biblical
texts. It is used so frequently at funer-
als that the average person may get
the idea that it relates only to the top-
ic of death. That, however, is not true.

While David may be remembered as
both a giant-killer and a king, in the
Bible we are first introduced to him as
a shepherd. When Samuel was sent to
the house of Jesse to anoint a new
king for Israel, David was tending
sheep out in the fields (I Sam. 16:10-
13). No doubt his early experiences of
being a shepherd are reflected in his
most famous psalm.

Just as the sheep had to trust the
shepherd to meet their every need, so
it is with God’s children, for “we are his
people, and the sheep of his pasture”
(Ps. 100:3).

God has promised to supply all of

our needs, both physically and spiritu-
ally. As David said elsewhere, “I have
been young, and now am old; yet have
I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor
his seed begging bread” (Ps. 37:25).
Since the Lord knows our needs be-
fore we ask (Matt. 6:8) and has prom-
ised to supply those needs (Phil. 4:19),
we can trust Him just as sheep trust
their shepherd. Hence, we can say
with David, “The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not want” (Ps. 23:1).

As Shepherd of His people, Yahweh
leads us to “green pastures” and “still
waters” (Ps. 23:2). Concerned for the
welfare of his flock, the shepherd al-
ways had to be on the lookout for food
and water for the animals under his
care.

Since sheep are both timid and poor
swimmers, it was critical that the
shepherd find still waters for his flock.
Note that the shepherd led his flock;
he did not drive them like cattle.
Church leaders certainly need to re-
member this!

While sheep may not need their
souls restored or led into “paths of
righteousness” (Ps. 23:3), human
sheep certainly do!

Since sheep have little sense of di-
rection, we can understand how they
could wander away from the rest of the
flock and end up on a dangerous path.
The application to what happens to
people is obvious (cf. Luke 15:3-7). In-
deed, “all we like sheep have gone
astray” (Isa. 53:6). Consequently, we
need a Shepherd to rescue us from our
own sinful choices (Luke 5:32; 19:10; I
Tim. 1:15).  

As we consider the “valley of the
shadow of death” (Ps. 23:4), there is a
valley near the Dead Sea that is espe-
cially dangerous. The path is steep and
treacherous; it is a place where both
man and beast face possible death.
Metaphorically speaking, God leads us
through dangerous situations.

Because of sin, we face physical and
eternal death (Gen. 3:19; Rom. 5:12;
6:23). As long as this world lasts, phys-
ical death will be our lot. In the end, “the
last enemy that shall be destroyed is
death” (I Cor. 15:26). That being so, we
should “fear no evil” (Ps. 23:4). The
Shepherd’s “rod” and “staff” are a com-
fort to us. Even in the midst of enemies

Serving the Lord as a Shepherd
BY JOHN ALVA OWSTON, D.MIN.
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word “oversight” is the same root
word elsewhere rendered “bishop.”

Putting this all together, we can con-
clude that church leaders are charged
with both overseeing the Lord’s work
and feeding God’s people spiritually—
that is, teaching them.

Depending on your local church’s
polity (government), elders might only
be ordained ministers; hence, a small
church may have only one pastor/el-
der/bishop, usually assisted by dea-
cons. In other churches, there may be
several elders who work alongside the
pastor/minister/preacher. In some
very small churches, there may be no
formal structure other than congrega-
tional consensus. But even in that sit-
uation, there are usually a few individ-
uals who function as informal
shepherds of the flock.

However leadership is structured in
a local church, Scripture is clear that
these people must feed and protect
the flock just as a shepherd did in both
David’s and Jesus’ days.

One of the dangers that exists in all
churches, whether large or small, is that
one individual can be unduly exalted
and given authority beyond what is
healthy for a congregation. This is why
Paul warned the Ephesian elders of in-
truders from without and even the pos-
sibility of some from within forming
doctrinal cliques or personality cults
(Acts 20:29-30; cf. I Cor. 1:10-13). Pe-
ter likewise warned his readers that
church leaders should not be “lords
over God’s heritage” (I Pet. 5:3), but ex-
amples to the flock. Nor should leaders
serve because they love money (vs. 2).
No one should be in the ministry to get
rich (I Tim. 6:5-11)–and few do. Howev-
er, Scripture affirms that missionaries
and ministers should be supported
(I Cor. 9:1-14; I Tim. 5:17-18). 

GOD’S PEOPLE AS SHEPHERDS
Most of us understand that the Lord

is our Shepherd, that Christ is the
Good Shepherd, and that church lead-
ers are shepherds. Few of us realize
that we all function as shepherds at
some level.

If you teach Sunday school, you are
a shepherd to your class. If you are a
youth leader, you must shepherd the
young people under your care. If you
lead a choir, you are their shepherd. If
you are a parent, you are a shepherd
to your children.

Even if you do not function in any of

lost sheep. As Isaiah said, “And the
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
all” (Isa. 53:6).

Under the old covenant, only Israel
was seen as God’s people. Under the
new covenant, however, God’s flock
was expanded to include Gentiles as
well. As Jesus said, “And other sheep I
have, which are not of this fold: them
also I must bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and there shall be one fold, and
one shepherd” (John 10:16). This
echoes what God said through Ezekiel:
“And I will set up one shepherd over
them, and he shall feed them, . . . and he
shall be their shepherd” (Ezek. 34:23). 

CHURCH LEADERS AS
SHEPHERDS

Both leaders in ancient Israel and
church leaders are referred to as “shep-
herds,” or “pastors” (cf. Jer. 23:1-2;
Eph. 4:11). Although “pastors” appears
but once in the King James Version of
the New Testament, various forms of its
Greek root appear nearly forty times. It
is elsewhere rendered “tend,” “feed,” or
“shepherd.” Some of the passages
where these words are used refer to
Christ or to literal shepherds, but some
of them refer to local church leaders. 

In Ephesians 4:11, pastors are
among those gifted individuals Christ
gave to the church after His ascen-
sion. Apostles, prophets, evangelists,
and teachers were also among those
given to the church to equip God’s
people for service to the Lord. While
most believe that the offices of apos-
tle and prophet were limited to the ear-
liest days of Christianity, the roles of
evangelist, pastor, and teacher contin-
ue into the present. Some scholars
suggest that the grammatical con-
struction of Ephesians 4:11 indicates
that “pastor” and “teacher” are one of-
fice or ministry. Of course, all pastors
are teachers; but not all teachers are
pastors.

Scripture also indicates that the
terms “pastor,” “elder,” and “bishop”
were used interchangeably. For exam-
ple, when Paul met with the Ephesian
elders (Acts 20:17), he directed them
to feed the flock (vs. 28). The word
translated “feed” is the same as that
for “shepherd” or “pastor.” These
same leaders were also designated
“overseers,” which is elsewhere trans-
lated “bishops” (Phil. 1:1; cf. I Tim. 3:1;
Titus 1:7). This is also seen in I Peter
5:2, where the elders are told to “feed”
(shepherd or pastor) the flock. The

of any sort, the Shepherd provides an
abundant table and anoints us with “the
oil of gladness” (45:7). His cup of bless-
ing overflows. God’s provision is
“pressed down, and shaken together,
and running over” (Luke 6:38).

With the Lord as our Shepherd, we
can be certain that His goodness and
mercy will abide with us forever. 

THE LORD JESUS AS SHEPHERD
With Psalm 23 and other Old Testa-

ment passages as background, we
can certainly understand why Christ
used this imagery when speaking of
His own ministry to a lost humanity.

Not only do the Hebrew Scriptures
depict the Lord as Shepherd, but the
political and religious leaders were also
to be shepherds to the nation. In many
cases, they were false shepherds (Jer.
23:1-2; Ezek. 34:1-2). During Jesus’
ministry, the scribes and Pharisees of-
ten proved this. They are portrayed as
thieves and robbers (John 10:1), enter-
ing the sheep pen in an unauthorized
manner. Christ is the door for the sheep
(vs. 9)—hence, the door to salvation.
There are not many ways to be saved
but only one, and that way is through
the Good Shepherd, the Lord Jesus
Christ (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

Since a shepherd might have been
with his flock for many years, giving
names to each animal was common.
Not only did the sheep follow the
shepherd when called by name, but
they recognized only their shepherd’s
voice. Similarly, we must listen only to
the voice of Christ, not that of “anoth-
er Jesus” (II Cor. 11:4).

The application is obvious: the Lord
knows His people, and they know Him.
“And a stranger will they not follow, but
will flee from him: for they know not the
voice of strangers” (John 10:5). The
Good Shepherd is not a mere hireling,
fleeing when danger arises (vss. 12-13).
So it should also be among those pas-
toring a flock of God’s people.

While the Old Testament clearly de-
picts God as the Shepherd who
guides and cares for His flock, the
New Testament adds a new dimen-
sion: sacrifice. As Jesus indicated,
“the good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep” (John 10:11; cf. 1:29).

Those first hearing this might have
thought only of Christ’s concern to
protect them from danger. But as
God’s plan unfolded, it became clear
that Jesus was actually going to pay
the price for the waywardness of the (Continued on page 11)
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THE pursuit of happiness is a never-
ending one because happiness

always stays just out of reach of its
pursuers. Psychologists have studied
positive psychology and found that
those who seek happiness find that it
fades quickly, and they cannot do very
much to increase it. But those who
seek purpose and fulfillment often at-
tain happiness as a by-product. 

Modern marriage is, quite often,
seen as a pursuit of happiness. The
initial blooming of love gives way to a
general feeling of happiness. The cou-
ple want to continue feeling happy, so
they cement the relationship through
marriage. Sadly, attaining perfect hap-
piness in this life is impossible. But it
is possible to have a happy marriage
when happiness is not the goal but the
by-product. 

THE PLEASANT LIFE
A primary type of happiness is that

of experience. It is what a leading psy-
chologist called the pleasant life.
Imagine having no financial worries
whatsoever; you are able to do what-
ever you want, whenever you want.
You can travel to exotic places, eat
rare delicacies, drink the finest bever-
ages, wear the most luxurious clothes,
drive the best cars, and do anything
else your heart desires. That is the out-
line of the pleasant life.

What this psychologist has discov-
ered is that the happiness from such
experiences lasts only as long as the
experience itself. As soon as the taste
of the food or the jetlag from the trip
fades, the happiness fades too. We
savor such experiences, but we can-
not make the happiness last any
longer than the experience. 

Jesus actually taught this kind of
happiness. “Therefore take no
thought, saying, What shall we eat? or,
What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed?” (Matt. 6:31). Je-
sus taught us not to worry about the
future or the past but to enjoy God’s
provision in this moment. But He also
taught that life consists of more than
the happiness that food and drink and
clothing bring (vs. 25). Instead, we
ought to seek God’s kingdom, and all
else will be added (vs. 33).

In marriage, the notion that the pleas-

ant life equals happiness is one of the
leading causes of divorce. When things
become difficult and happiness is no
longer a consistent experience, those
who married for the purpose of feeling
happy are disappointed. To be sure,
there are innumerable moments in a
marital relationship that bring about
happiness; but when happiness is the
goal instead of a by-product, it is always
just out of reach. Marriage is often pre-
sented as a way to become happier. We
rely too much on others to bring us true
happiness. The flawed logic is that if be-
ing with someone makes you happy,
then being with him in marriage will
make you even happier.

Premarital cohabitation is becoming
more common. When the goal of mar-
riage is just happiness, it makes sense
that people would want to take a “test
drive” first to see whether they will be
truly happy. But despite all the happi-
ness that marriage brings, those pleas-
ant moments are fleeting. No relation-
ship can endure based on a foundation
of pleasant experiences alone.

The idea of marriage as a way to in-
crease happiness also puts too much
burden on the shoulders of each per-

son in the relationship. If the goal of
marriage is for both people to be hap-
py, then it is the responsibility of each
person to make his spouse happy.
That is impossible over any length of
time. No one person can fulfill all the
needs of another person. The Bible
tells us that there is only One who can
meet all our needs: “[Cast] all your
care upon him; for he careth for you”
(I Pet. 5:7).

THE GOOD LIFE
Another type of happiness that psy-

chologists talk about is the good life,
or “engagement.” Imagine going to
work in the morning and finding your-
self lost in your job, completely un-
aware of time, until it is time to leave at
the end of the day. Imagine enjoying
your hobby. You step into the work-
shop or the craft room, and time slips
away into an endless flow. You are lost
in the task, fully engaged and fully
present in what you are doing. That is
the happiness of the good life.

The joy of work can bring happi-
ness; however, most of the moments
of engagement—of being lost in the
flow of a task—come only after years

Happiness Is Not the Goal
BY JAMES T. WOOD
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lead His disciples to do anything He
was unwilling to do. He walked with
them through everything and led by ex-
ample. The husband is the head of the
wife in the same way, leading through
example, hard work, and service.

The love in a marriage, as described
by Paul, is not simply a good feeling
but a conscious choice to act in cer-
tain ways. Jesus showed His love by
giving the church an example of how
to live, removing stumbling blocks that
might make it difficult for the church to
follow Him, and ultimately giving His
own life for the sake of the church
(Eph. 5:25-28).

Wives are told to revere or respect
their husbands (Eph. 5:33). Just like
love, this is not just a feeling but a de-
cision that is made. Wives choose to
show respect for their husbands
whether or not they feel like it. Also like
love, consistently choosing the action
will result in the actual feeling.

HAPPINESS
When happiness is the goal of mar-

riage, it is often missed and lost. But
when the goal is something greater,
happiness is a blessed reward.
Whether it is the experiences of the
pleasant life, the flow of the good life,
or the deep purpose of the meaningful
life, the happiness that results is the gift
of God for doing the work of marriage.
When happiness is pursued, it always
stays just out of reach. That is why Je-
sus taught us to seek God first and His
purpose for marriage. Happiness then
will come along unbidden.  �

Most married couples do not stop
and consider that there is a purpose
for their marriage. They do not see
anything beyond the pursuit of happi-
ness or perhaps the desire to have
children. The stereotypical process is
for a young couple to get married, buy
a house, have children, raise them,
and retire. What is often lost in that
process is the underlying purpose.

Ephesians 5 paints a picture of both
marriage and Christ’s relationship with
the church. Paul wrote, “This is a great
mystery: but I speak concerning Christ
and the church” (vs. 32). So the in-
structions to husbands and wives in
Ephesians 5 are not only prescriptive
of how married people ought to act,
but they are also descriptive of how
Christ and the church are related.

One of the beautiful and mysterious
purposes that God has given marriage
is that it paints a living picture of His
relationship with His people. In the Old
Testament, God used the Prophet
Hosea and his marriage to Gomer as a
vivid picture of His relationship with Is-
rael. Paul picked up that theme in Eph-
esians and told the church that mar-
riage continues to paint a picture of
God’s love for His people.

Just as the teacher with the great
sense of purpose can weather many
storms on the way to the goal of shap-
ing young minds for the future, so a
marriage with a purpose can stand
where purposeless marriages will fail.
In Ephesians 5, the God-reflecting pur-
pose of marriage allows married cou-
ples to show submission and leader-
ship, love, nourishment, and reverence. 

Submission is presented in Eph-
esians 5:21-22 and continues through
the rest of the chapter: “[Submit] your-
selves one to another in the fear of
God. Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the Lord.”
In the original Greek, the word for
“submitting” appears in verse 21 and
is applied in verse 22 as well. A more
literal translation of verse 22 would be
“Wives unto your own husbands, as to
the Lord.” It is clear that wives should
submit to their husbands, but hus-
bands should also submit to their
wives in the same way that Christ sub-
mitted to the church through His serv-
ice and death. Jesus knelt down and
washed the feet of His disciples (John
13) in a powerful example of mutual
submission. Husbands ought to treat
their wives the same way.

The leadership of marriage comes
from the example of Jesus. He did not

of practice. One does not find an en-
compassing level of engagement
when first sitting down to practice the
piano. Only after long hours of prac-
tice can you experience the songs tak-
ing over and the individual movements
of fingers, feet, and eyes falling away
into glorious music.

This is certainly true of marriage.
Being married takes a great deal of
practice and effort before the flow of it
can show. Learning how to communi-
cate well is awkward and unnatural.
Learning how to resolve conflict takes
much effort. Even learning how to
share the same space can be frustrat-
ing and annoying. But look at a couple
married for decades, and quite often
you will see them anticipate each oth-
er’s needs. They will offer a napkin
without being asked, bring the glass of
water just before a mouth gets dry,
and show up with ice cream just when
the other was thinking it would be nice
to have some. Those moments of en-
gagement take time to develop but are
deeply fulfilling.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the
Colossian church, “And whatsoever
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and
not unto men; knowing that of the Lord
ye shall receive the reward of the in-
heritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ”
(Col. 3:23-24). The hard work of mar-
riage may not pay off for days, weeks,
or even years, but we are not working
just for ourselves or even for our
spouses. Instead, we are working hard
at marriage because we are doing it for
God and His glory.

THE MEANINGFUL LIFE
The last kind of happiness that psy-

chologists discuss is that of meaning
or purpose. This is the kind of happi-
ness exemplified by the teacher who
has been teaching for decades when
one day a former student returns with
thanks, claiming that it was that
teacher who kept him in school and
working. Even though there are days
that have been diff icult for the
teacher—the class would not pay at-
tention, the principal added extra re-
sponsibilities for which there is no
time, and the vote for more school
funding failed again—that teacher
keeps teaching for the purpose of
reaching those students like the one
who returned to show his gratitude.
That teacher keeps teaching because
of the deep and abiding purpose
found in the job.

the above-mentioned roles, there are
those you interact with on the job, at
school, in the neighborhood, and
among your family. You may be their
only contact with authentic Christiani-
ty. That being so, remember that both
with your lips and your life you are
leading people either to the Lord or
away from Him. Do not use the excuse
that ministries of encouragement,
evangelism, and comfort are someone
else’s job. Wherever God has placed
you, you are a shepherd to someone
and perhaps to many. Be the best
shepherd that you can be!  �

Serving the Lord as a Shepherd

(Continued from page 9)
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THE RELIABILITY OF JUDGES
Bible critics generally view the book

of Judges not as a wholly accurate
record of real historical events but as
a combination of some fact mixed with
substantial amounts of fable and fic-
tion. Archaeological findings, howev-
er, suggest otherwise. The account of
the destruction of Canaanite Hazor at
the hands of Deborah and Barak
(recorded in Judges 4 and 5) is but one
example of how the reliability and his-
torical accuracy of the Bible have been
corroborated by archaeological dis-
covery.

On the basis of the Old Testament
text and biblical chronology, we know
that Israelite military forces twice de-
stroyed Canaanite Hazor. The first
time was at the conclusion of Joshua’s
offensive against northern Canaan
(Josh. 11) during the latter part of the
fifteenth century B.C. Archaeologists
found clear evidence of the fiery de-
struction of Hazor within this time pe-
riod in many places during excavation

of the ancient site. But it also became
evident that the city was rebuilt not
long thereafter. Such was not the case
following Hazor’s second destruction
by the Israelites.

Archaeological findings related to
Hazor’s ultimate end during the judge-
ships of Deborah and Barak (late thir-
teenth century B.C.) also reveal that the
city was ravaged by fire. But on that
occasion, the circumstances were dif-
ferent. The intensity of the fire was far
greater. A mystery—the discovery of
mutilated statues among the ashes—
required an explanation. And this time,
the Canaanite city would never rise
again.

JUDGES AS MILITARY LEADERS
During the roughly 330-year period

of the judges—from the conquest of
the Promised Land to the beginning of
the monarchy—God appointed judges
to act as the civil and military leaders
of His people. As military leaders,
judges like Othniel, Ehud, Barak,

Gideon, and Samuel organized the
people and marshaled the troops to
fight the enemies of Israel.

Deborah and Barak were called to
deliver the Israelites after “Jabin king
of Canaan, [who] reigned in Hazor”
had oppressed the people for twenty
years (Judg. 4:2-3). Deborah instruct-
ed Barak, her military field command-
er, to muster a fighting force of 10,000
men from among the tribes of Israel.
The Lord subsequently granted this Is-
raelite army victory over a far superior
enemy (vss. 13-14).

Archaeologist Bryant G. Wood, not-
ed excavator of ancient Jericho, made
this important statement regarding the
outcome of the battle: “The Israelites
continued their offensive, ‘until they
had destroyed Jabin the king of
Canaan’ (Judg. 4:24). The destruction
of the king implies the destruction of
his city [italics added].” Wood also as-
serted, “This feat demonstrated that
the Israelite tribes were the dominant
military force in the region in the thir-
teenth century B.C. The [pharaoh]
Merenptah Stele [which dates to the
same time period] provides extrabibli-
cal evidence that this was indeed the
case” (“From Ramesses to Shiloh: Ar-
chaeological Discoveries Bearing on
the Exodus-Judges Period,” Associ-
ates for Biblical Research, April 2,
2008, www.biblearchaeology.org).

EXCAVATIONS: THE CEREMONIAL
PALACE

The Old Testament city of Hazor (Tell
el-Qedah) has undergone extensive
archaeological excavation for some
twenty-eight years. Eminent Israeli ar-
chaeologist Yagael Yadin oversaw the
first five seasons at the northern
Galilee site (1955–1958, 1968). Yadin’s
pupil, Hebrew University professor
Amnon Ben-Tor, resumed his mentor’s
work in 1990 and has now directed the
Hazor dig for almost a quarter of a
century.

Together, these archaeologists un-
covered what has proved to be the
largest city-state in ancient Canaan.
As Ben-Tor described it ,  the
“Canaanite city poured over the
northern edge of the tell [referred to

Israelite Judges: 
Deborah and Barak Destroy Canaanite Hazor

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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that must have weighed more than a
ton, the 3-foot-tall statue had been
smashed into near ly a hundred
pieces, which were scattered in a 6-
foot-wide circle.”

Why was Hazor’s statuary mutilat-
ed in this fashion? The editor of BAR
offered this explanation: “Disfigured
deities and mutilated rulers leave no
doubt that Canaanite Hazor was de-
stroyed intentionally . . . Cutting the
heads and hands off of almost all
statues sent a clear message that
the old rulers and their gods were
now powerless and obsolete” (Ben-
Tor).

In an article titled “The Reliability of
the Bible: Deborah and Barak and the
Destruction of Hazor,” the Archaeo-
logical Study Bible connected the “in-
triguing” fact “that the heads and
hands of the statues of both deities
and dignitaries were intentionally bro-
ken off” to I Samuel 5:4. The article
then says, “Excavators suggest that
this could have been the work of the
Israelites, carrying out Moses’ injunc-
tion to ‘cut down the idols of [pagan]
gods’ (Deut. 12:3)” (Kaiser and Gar-
rett, Archaeological Study Bible, Zon-
dervan).

WHO DESTROYED CANAANITE
HAZOR?

In the end, Ben-Tor asked, “Who
mutilated the statues of Hazor? Who
burned the palace? Who destroyed
this rich Canaanite city?” One by
one, the archaeologist eliminated
“the Egyptians, the Sea Peoples [in-
cluding the Philistines], rival Canaan-
ite city-states and even the local
population of the city [of Hazor itself]
as being responsible for the fall of
Hazor.”

After all of the evidence had been
examined and all other contenders
have been weighed in the balance and
found wanting, Ben-Tor concluded
that the Israelites “should therefore be
credited with having brought down
Canaanite Hazor.” In sum, then, it is
the record of Judges 4 and 5 that re-
mains: “And the hand of the children
of Israel . . . destroyed Jabin king of
Canaan” (4:24).

As the Archaeological Study Bible
states, “The stories of Judges are not
legends or myths but gritty and often
tragic accounts of the follies of God’s
people. Archaeological evidence
strongly supports taking the stories at
face value” (Kaiser and Garrett).  �

and floor; nearly 1,000 gallons of high-
ly combustible olive oil stored in pithoi
(storage jars) in the building; and the
high winds common in the region”
(Ben-Tor). High winds were particular-
ly strong across the top of the acrop-
olis, Hazor’s “upper city.” 

When Ben-Tor had charred wood
from the palace sent off for botanical
analysis, it was identified as the famed
“cedar of Lebanon.” The archaeolo-
gist noted that “wooden beams are
quite rare in Israel during the Late
Bronze Age [when the ceremonial
palace was destroyed]. But they are
characteristic of public buildings in
Anatolia and Syria in this earlier peri-
od” (Ben-Tor and Rubiato). 

Clearly, the city’s remains revealed
the reason for the extraordinary in-
tensity of the fire. But two other as-
sociated mysteries were more diffi-
cult to solve. Excavators found a
great many disfigured and mutilated
statuary representations of deities
and rulers at Hazor. Who mutilated
these statues and why? It seemed
clear that answering these questions
would also provide an answer to the
question about who burned the
palace and destroyed the Canaanite
city.

MUTILATED IDOLS AMONG THE
ASHES

The Hazor excavators had little dif-
ficulty ruling out an accidental fire or
any kind of natural disaster as the
cause of the city’s destruction. The in-
tentionality of the conflagration was
confirmed by what was found among
the ashes on the palace floor. The con-
querors of Hazor had deliberately cut
off the heads and hands of Canaanite
and Egyptian statues of rulers and
deities (Ben-Tor).

The excavations at Hazor revealed
the most Egyptian statues (six or sev-
en total) ever found at one archaeo-
logical site in Israel. Not one of these
statues was recovered intact, and
chisel marks on three statues clearly
indicated the kind of deliberate mutila-
tion described above (Ben-Tor and
Rubiato).

Ben-Tor’s description of one very
large and unique statue’s fate sug-
gests the fervor with which this
Canaanite statuary was destroyed.
He stated, “Among the ashes, we
discovered the largest Canaanite
statue of human form ever found in
Israel. Carved from a basalt block

as the “upper city” or “acropolis”] and
across the fields below [the “lower
city”], covering more than 200 acres.
Under the Canaanites, the city flour-
ished from the 18th to the 13th cen-
tury B.C.E. At its height, as many as
30,000 people may have lived in this
huge city, which included several
temples, both on the tell and below.
Huge earthen embankments, moats
and several fortified gates protected
the walled city” (Ben-Tor and Rubia-
to, “Excavating Hazor, Part Two: Did
the Israelites Destroy the Canaanite
City?” Biblical Archaeology Review,
May/June 1999).

The most magnificent structure at
Hazor is a “ceremonial palace” that
was uncovered in the middle of the
acropolis and dated to the mid-four-
teenth century B.C. Ben-Tor had this to
say about the impressive building: “Its
walls, made of mudbricks placed on
[huge “exceptionally solid”] stone
foundations, are 6-10 feet thick and
are preserved to a height of approxi-
mately 6.5 feet. A large pebble-paved
courtyard, measuring close to 10,700
square feet, extends to the east of the
building” (Ben-Tor, “Who Destroyed
Canaanite Hazor?” Biblical Archaeol-
ogy Review, July/August 2013). After
examining the building materials and
workmanship of this structure, Ben-
Tor observed that “The palace was
[obviously] built to last” (Ben-Tor and
Rubiato).

THE CANAANITE
CONFLAGRATION

The palace did last for well over a
hundred years—until the late thir-
teenth century B.C. The Hazor exca-
vators found clear evidence dating to
approximately this time of a fire so
ferocious that it nearly incinerated
the palace and most of the city as
well. In a sidebar, Hershel Shanks,
editor of Biblical Archaeology Review
(BAR), summarized Ben-Tor’s find-
ings regarding the effects of the fire
and the factors that contributed to its
intensity: “A brutal blaze brought an
end to the ceremonial palace and
much of Canaanite Hazor. The fire
was so violent that it reached 2,370
degrees Fahrenheit  melting clay ves-
sels and heating mudbricks into
glass” (Ben-Tor).

Shanks went on to say that “three
factors contributed to the inferno’s in-
tensity: the large amount of wood con-
struction, especially in the palace roof
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DURING some of my elementary
school years, my family lived in

rural southern Wisconsin, where In-
dependence Day, the Fourth of July,
was commemorated with a great cel-
ebration. The surrounding communi-
ty would gather for a supper at a
country schoolhouse, with each fam-
ily bringing a dish to share. As dark-
ness came, there was a colorful dis-
play of fireworks. It was an exciting
event for me. 

At the time, I did not know a great
deal about Independence Day, aside
from what I had learned in school and
from my parents. I knew that it was
the day that the United States of
America celebrated its independence
from Great Britain and that the tradi-
tion was to celebrate our independ-
ence as a nation each year.

As I grew older and did some re-
search, I discovered that Independ-
ence Day took its inspiration from the
great Declaration of Independence.
This document, prepared by a com-
mittee and with Thomas Jefferson as
its main author, set forth that the thir-
teen American colonies, at war with
Great Britain, regarded themselves as
independent states and no longer part

of the British Empire. In a closed ses-
sion on July 2, 1776, the Continental
Congress had approved the resolution
of independence. The Declaration of
Independence was approved on July
4, 1776—the date at the top of the
document.

I learned as well that John Adams,
a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, wrote to his wife, Abigail,
that the independence of America
should be “celebrated by succeed-
ing generations as the great anniver-
sary festival” (“Independence Day,”
wikipedia.org). “In 1777, thirteen
gunshots were fired in salute, once at
morning and once again as evening
fel l ,  on July 4 in Bristol,  Rhode 
Island.”

The first anniversary of America’s in-
dependence was celebrated in Philadel-
phia with “an official dinner for the Con-
tinental Congress, thirteen-gun salutes,
speeches, prayers, music, parades,
troop reviews, and fireworks. Ships were
decked with red, white, and blue
bunting” (wikipedia.org). As we know,
Independence Day continues to be cel-
ebrated today in communities through-
out the United States of America.

In my research regarding Indepen-

dence Day, I considered some of the
famous words in the Declaration of In-
dependence: “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are creat-
ed equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Lib-
erty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.” As
I pondered these famous words, it be-
came clear that they were telling me—
actually, all of us—that freedom is not
found within ourselves. Rather, our
freedom comes from our Creator,
whom I take to be the biblical God. He
gives us these wonderful realities of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.

At the same time, when we do not
make choices that display these reali-
ties, we find ourselves going down a
different path. Life can turn into that
which destroys life. Liberty can turn
into bondage, and happiness can turn
into sadness and hopelessness. The
result, I concluded, is a society that is
filled with selfishness, hedonism, li-
centiousness, and lawlessness. As I
objectively observed what is happen-
ing in the United States (and in other
countries), it became crystal clear to
me that this is the fast track the Unit-
ed States of America is on. I asked,
“Why?”

Why do some people live as if there
were no Creator? Could it be that so
many have forgotten the reality that
freedom is not free? Could it be that in
the celebration of Independence Day,
the Fourth of July in America, many
have forgotten that lives have been
given on the battlefield and are still be-
ing given on the battlefield today for
our freedom? All Americans should
pay tribute to those who have given
the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms
we enjoy in this great country.

Could it also be that some who ig-
nore the high cost of freedom in our
country are using their freedom in
America to destroy the very freedom
that they enjoy? Above all, could it be
that many of the citizens of the United
States have forgotten that true free-
dom is a spiritual issue, not primarily a
physical or material matter?

A biblical connection we can make
here is when Jesus Christ jarred the
minds of the Pharisees when He told

A Time to Celebrate
BY PAUL R. BAWDEN
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on the power of the indwelling Holy
Spirit, the deeds of the old nature such
as selfishness, lust, immorality, abor-
tion, the breakdown of the family, and
the changing of what is true marriage
would not be present so rampantly in
our society. Of course, even followers
of Christ can revert to living under the
dictates of the old nature, so there
would still need to be laws and en-
forcement of them. But ideally, if
everyone were a follower of Jesus
Christ, letting the Holy Spirit display
through his life the characteristics of
Christ, our country would be much
more like heaven.

Coming back to reality on Planet
Earth, the believer knows that he
needs to submit daily to the Holy Spir-
it for Christ’s life to be evident in his
thoughts, attitudes, and actions. He
also knows that being in God’s pres-
ence is his destination after this life.

NEW LIBERTY
The believer in Christ also has a new

liberty, a new freedom—a privilege to do
the will of God by pleasing Him in all ar-
eas of his life. This is summarized by
Galatians 5:13: “For, brethren, ye have
been called unto liberty; only use not lib-
erty for an occasion to the flesh [the old
nature], but by love serve one another.”

How does the believer serve oth-
ers—those in his family, in his church
family, in his neighborhood, at school,
and at work? Basically, he esteems, or
regards, others as more important
than himself (cf. Phil. 2:3). This means
carrying out Christ’s love in the Holy
Spirit’s power, which is unconditional,
sacrificial, forgiving, and accepting,
while upholding God’s truth in His
Word. 

NEW PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS
The believer, experiencing new life

in Christ and living in the liberty of
Christ, has the privilege to pursue hap-
piness. This involves his opportunity,
in the Holy Spirit’s power, to do a task,
big or small—or his occupation—to
the glory of God (cf. I Cor. 10:31). This
is eternal fulfillment here, the ultimate
in living, with eternal rewards later af-
ter this life.

Independence Day to me is a time to
celebrate the God-given realities of
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Only the follower of Christ will
experience the eternal meaning of
these realities by living in the power of
the Holy Spirit to God’s glory!  �

them that everyone who commits sin
is a slave to sin. Then He added, “If the
Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). From
my observation, our high-tech society
tends to scoff at such words, which
has led to a failure to understand that
we are in bondage to our selfishness,
pride, hedonism, licentiousness, and
lawlessness—all of which are sin (cf.
Rom. 3:23). What we desperately
need is true spiritual freedom, but the
cost is monumental. Why? 

True spiritual freedom was not free.
Jesus Christ—the God-Man who was
sinless and completely innocent—
died on the cross for you and me to
pay our death penalty for breaking
God’s law. He was buried, and then He
rose bodily from the grave to provide
His forgiveness and eternal life for us.
I hope that He is your personal Saviour
through faith in Him. If you have never
asked Christ to be your personal Sav-
iour, come to Him today, and ask Him
for His forgiveness and eternal life
(Rom. 10:9-13). Invite Him into your life
through a prayer. He will make you a
new person (II Cor. 5:17) by giving you
His new spiritual resurrection life (cf.
John 10:10).

This means that the life, liberty, and
pursuit of happiness considered in the
Declaration of Independence can now
take on an eternal dimension for the
believer in Jesus Christ. What is meant
by that statement?

NEW LIFE
Everyone is born corrupted by sin

by being related to Adam (Rom. 5:12).
But a believer in Jesus Christ pos-
sesses the very nature of Christ (II Pet.
1:4), or Christ’s new life. This new life
can display love, joy, peace, and long-
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness and temperance, or self-
control (Gal. 5:22-23). These charac-
teristics are actually the life of Christ
being lived out through the believer.
The text adds this phenomenal state-
ment: “Against such there is no law.”

Such characteristics as those listed
above are not displayed through the
believer on his own. The Holy Spirit,
who lives in each believer (I Cor. 6:19-
20; cf. Gal. 5:16), can develop those
characteristics.

Note again the words “against such
there is no law” (Gal. 5:23). Think
about this ideally for a minute. If every-
one in this country were a believer in
and a follower of Christ and depended

Passing the Torch

(Continued from page 5)

in their parents’ footsteps. It was a de-
cision between them and the Lord. But
the example of the parents’ faithful
service, and their inclusion of the chil-
dren in the ministry on a regular basis,
resulted in a passing of the torch to the
next generation.

Carmen’s two brothers became pas-
tors. All four of her sisters married pas-
tors or Bible teachers. Many in the next
generation as well have taken up the
torch and chosen the path of willing
service in the work of the Lord. They
have written for Christian magazines.
They have served on mission fields
from Romania to Brazil to Myanmar.
Others have been part of mission
boards and Christian school adminis-
trations. They have directed church
dramas and music groups, run Bible
camps, and taught college.

The Odens, Carmen’s family, hold a
weeklong reunion at a Bible camp every
other summer. The evenings often in-
clude hours of worship music provided
by the children and grandchildren. Pi-
ano, violin, guitar, trumpet, trombone,
oboe, flute, saxophone, and cello, as
well as vocal ensembles, involve the en-
tire family in a great worship experience.
During the week, the grandchildren pre-
pare a drama for presentation to the
adults. Some of the plays have been
published and performed by schools
and drama troupes as well.

The two families now encompass well
over 150 extended family members who
are active in their local churches, teach-
ing, preaching, singing, and serving the
One they were raised to honor. The ex-
ample of faithfulness in the lives of Rev.
and Mrs. Arthur Allen and Rev. and Mrs.
Arthur Oden has produced generations
of faithful children who mirror the godly
love evident in the parents’ and grand-
parents’ years of service. Serving the
Lord has not always been easy, but the
rejoicing of those blessed by serving a
faithful God has kept the torch burning
for the succeeding generations. 

When a friend of the family heard
about the number of those from our
families who have entered the ministry,
he had a question—“When you get to-
gether at Thanksgiving, who prays?”
Having someone available to pray has
never been a problem for either the Al-
lens or the Odens!  �
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RITA” was released from prison af-
ter serving six years. “Angela”

fled across two states with her three
children to escape domestic violence.
“Jeff” is twelve, the son of a heroin-ad-
dicted mother. “JoAnn” has been un-
employed for three years, a victim of a
local industrial plant closing. “David,”
a physician, became addicted to his
own prescriptions. “Jackie” is twenty-
four with six children, the oldest of
whom is ten. These people, each with
a different story, share in the same
dilemma. They all are homeless.

Though the names are fictitious, the
descriptions bear pinpoint accuracy. I
know because I work with these and
hundreds of other individuals and fam-
ilies through Reach and Rescue Min-
istries Inc. The goal of Reach and Res-
cue Ministries since its official
inception in 2007 has been to touch
lives, bring hope, and meet needs. Je-
sus’ declaration in Luke 19:10—“For
the Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost”—comes to
life through the call and commission
Jesus gave to His church. The work of
Reach and Rescue Ministries is to car-

ry out the decree of Christ, particular-
ly for the homeless and those in pover-
ty. With its headquarters in Cleveland,
Ohio, this organization represents a
unity of purpose with members from
many local evangelical churches.

Reach and Rescue Ministries did
not develop overnight. It has been a
journey that started in front of my liv-
ing room couch in June 1981. As I
knelt there praying, I sensed a prompt-
ing from within that whispered, “Go to
the park.” At the same time, I saw a
picture in my mind of me walking up to
strangers and telling them about Je-
sus. Being the daughter of a pastor, I
had some background on the salva-
tion story; but having committed my
life to Christ only six months prior to
this assignment, I knew nothing of
how to carry it out. I was certain, how-
ever, that I had heard from God and
that this was a call He had placed on
my life. So three days later I went out
alone to the “park,” the town square of
my hometown, Medina, Ohio. I spent
two hours tapping strangers on their
shoulders and saying, “Hi, I’m a Chris-
tian. Do you know Jesus?” Needless

to say, I received varied responses.
But God helped me, sending me ma-
ture brothers and sisters who taught
me how to lead others to Christ and
sold me on the miracle of the gospel
tract. 

For the next twelve years, I was
privileged to work with street min-
istries, feeding programs, and church
outreaches throughout Northeast
Ohio.

In inner-city and downtown street
ministry, I saw homeless men sleeping
on vent grates, women pushing all
their possessions in shopping carts,
and whole families living in their cars.
My focus began to shift toward help-
ing the homeless. In 1993, I joined a
group that served meals and provided
Bible studies at a women’s shelter. I
became acquainted with the women
as our group consistently visited them.
Then, in 2004, the group disbanded,
and I spent the next three years work-
ing in various ministries at my church
and seeking God about getting back
into evangelism.

After my “shelving,” my time finally
came. This time I was to be the
leader—a position I had neither peti-
tioned for nor anticipated. The gentle
voice of the Lord directed me to apply
as chapel leader at a women’s crisis
center affiliated with a well-estab-
lished and highly respected Christian
organization. 

After a series of training sessions,
recommendation letters, and inter-
views, I was accepted. In January
2007, I started conducting chapel
services for the women once monthly.
Five women from ministries I had
worked with joined me. God blessed
as we opened the altars to lines of
women seeking salvation and healing.
We experienced the power of the
Word each time we visited. Within
months, our group had doubled in
size. We had so much help that we had
to split into two teams. In 2010, the
center gave us two ministry dates per
month. Two years later, they sched-
uled us for every week. We felt like the
servants in Matthew 25, faithful over a
few things, who had become “rulers”
over many.

Our growing group, which we offi-
cially named Reach and Rescue Min-

Reach and Rescue Ministries: To Seek and to Save
BY BEVERLY JONES, D.D.
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Does Reach and Rescue Ministries
bear fruit? Yes—much fruit to the glo-
ry of God! “Darryl” was mentored after
spending thirty days in jail, being
stabbed by a drug “client,” and living
in abandoned buildings for nine
months. We met him in 2008. Now
Darryl is reunited with his wife and two
daughters and is on the pastoral staff
of his church in Michigan. 

“Martha” came into one of our shel-
ters on suicide watch. She was so
hopeless from her cocaine addiction
that she did not feel fit to live. That was
in 2011. Now a health aide, she has re-
gained custody of her son and lives in
a safe, quiet community.

“Brandy” spent fourteen months in
a reentry program after serving a
prison sentence. Reach and Rescue
Ministries met her through chapel
services we conducted in a shelter.
She gave her heart to Jesus in dra-
matic fashion. She flung herself on the
floor, weeping loudly in a genuine dis-
play of repentance. Now Brandy holds
a job as a security guard—yes, a se-
curity guard— even with a felony
record!

And I must include “Nina,” who, af-
ter living in a shelter for over a year,
moved into a beautiful apartment. She
wanted to give back, so she joined
Reach and Rescue Ministries and
started visiting her former shelter with
us. One day, as we prayed with
women at the altar, I noticed Nina in
the back praying with a lady—in Span-
ish! God had raised up Nina as an in-
terpreter for the ministry. He used her
to answer a need we did not know we
had. To God be the glory!

Reach and Rescue Ministries is con-
stantly expanding as we take the mes-
sage of the kingdom of God through-
out the area. It is our goal to spread this
message of hope to the homeless and
poor of our state, our nation, and our
world. We welcome all who love Jesus
and feel a call to support evangelism to
contact us to participate in this out-
reach. Our Web site is www.reachres-
cue.webs.com, where more informa-
tion is available and donations are
accepted. Our email address is
reachrescue@juno.com. My contact
information is : Dr. Beverly Jones, P.O.
Box 361573, Strongsville, Ohio 44136. 

“Therefore said he unto them, The
harvest truly is great, but the labour-
ers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord
of the harvest, that he would send
forth labourers into his harvest” (Luke
10:2).  �

them in shelters, prayed with them to
receive Jesus, and even attended when
two of them graduated from programs.
Yet they had been lured by drugs and
alcohol into the company of a monster
who took their lives. Through my tears,
I asked God what more we could do for
the women we loved so dearly.

He led me to John 13, where we
read that Jesus washed His disciples’
feet. In verse 5, John recorded that Je-
sus dried their feet. Jesus knew that if
He sent the disciples out with wet feet,
they would accumulate more dirt than
they had had before they were
washed. God was telling me that we
were not finishing the job. The women
we were teaching and helping to clean
up were going out still wet into a dirty
world. Unless we “dried them off”—
continued to encourage them—after
they left the shelters, many would be
in danger of ending up in worse con-
dition than before; thus, the follow-up
team was established.

The follow-up team extends the
ministry into the neighborhoods. We
provide biweekly Bible studies in tran-
sitional and low-income housing units
across the city and in adjacent coun-
ties. The meetings, open to all the res-
idents, have men and women attend-
ing. We distribute clothing, food,
Bibles, and eyeglasses as added in-
centives for participation. 

The vision of Reach and Rescue
Ministries is to demonstrate the love of
Jesus Christ through spiritual, physi-
cal, and social assistance to families
who experience poverty and home-
lessness. We are a 501(c)(3) tax-ex-
empt public charity. All donations are
tax deductible. Our short-term em-
phasis is evangelistic—to share the
gospel, pray for needs, and distribute
Christian literature. Our long-term fo-
cus is discipleship—to teach people
how to study God’s Word, grow in His
character, and live in power and victo-
ry.

Do we see results? Yes, we see
amazing results! We rejoice as women
encourage each other. We celebrate
as they give testimony of how Jesus
brought them through their difficult
times. Our hearts fill with joy to see
men and women, even in their own
dire circumstances, pray for others.
The children are also exposed to the
hope of the gospel of Jesus. Our chil-
dren’s ministers teach the Word of
God through movies, Bible and mis-
sionary stories, crafts, songs, skits,
and many other creative activities.

istries Inc. in 2009, began to see how
God could expand our mission. We
launched into ministry at other shel-
ters and mental health facilities.

As we went out, our eyes were
opened to another need. The shelters,
after helping the women change their
lives, acquire employment, and move
into housing, did not provide furniture
or the household items they would
need. Many women had entered shel-
ters with just their clothing; so, though
thrilled with their homes, they slept on
the floor.

“Esther” particularly touched my
heart as she described her situation
through a broad smile and desperate-
ly sad eyes. I ran into her about a
month after she left one of the shel-
ters. “I love the place,” she said, “but
I need a few things still.” She went on
to say that she and her two children
(ages two and six) were sleeping on
bags of clothing for beds. They sat on
the floor or stood at the counter to eat.
Clothes served as towels, dishcloths,
and the mop. Whatever job needed to
be done, Esther went to the clothing
bag. My heart broke. I promised her I
would go to my church and ask for do-
nations to help her. My church family
eagerly and generously donated.

Out of that encounter, Reach and
Rescue’s transition team arose. With-
in weeks, we organized a group who
would collect and distribute furniture
and household items to the formerly
homeless women and families. Begin-
ning with my husband, Roger, and my
teenage sons, Brandon and Bryan, our
transition team expanded to include a
dozen people.

The transition team is the “muscle”
of the operation. We borrow pick-up
trucks and rent vans and moving
trucks to accomplish the mission. By
word of mouth, we have become
known for our donor program and re-
ceive an average of three calls per
week to pick up truckloads of items
from the generous citizens in the
Cleveland area.

With a thriving service team and a
growing transition team, Reach and
Rescue Ministries appeared to be mak-
ing a positive impact on the homeless
population in our region. But God
would expose yet another critical need
for us to address. In 2010, a serial killer
was exposed in our city. Eleven women
were murdered by one man over a span
of several years. Of those eleven, I
knew four of them personally through
Reach and Rescue Ministries. I had met
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EVERY so often, one hears of a
Christian minister or some other

once-dedicated Christian who has
chosen to leave his or her commitment
to Christ or even the ministry altogeth-
er. This is not too common, but we do
hear of it occasionally.

Have you ever wondered, “Is this re-
ally worth it? Is God going to come
through for me?” Do you sometimes
feel that you do not see quick enough
results to your prayers? Are you weary
of believing?

The New Testament points out this
human side of the dedicated disciples.
They were quick to obey Jesus as
soon as He called them to follow Him.
They even gave up their families and
their professions (some lucrative) to
go with the Master. But after the initial
excitement was over, there were times
when they seemed to need a boost to
regain their former excitement. They
would temporarily forget their calling.
They often forgot or did not fully com-
prehend what Jesus had just taught
them.

There was the situation that the dis-
ciples faced on the Sea of Galilee
when a storm arose on the water. Je-
sus was fast asleep in the lower part of
the boat, unconcerned about their
predicament—or so it seemed to the
tired and frightened disciples. Their re-
sponse was perfectly human when
they woke Jesus from His slumber and
asked, “Master, carest thou not that
we perish?” (Mark 4:38). When you
face tough situations, do you allow
weariness to keep you from depend-
ing on the Lord?

Trusting God during the stormy and
dark times of your life can sometimes
be really hard to do. When a pilot flies
an airplane through thick, black
clouds, he really cannot see anything
before or below him. All he has to
guide him are his instruments and the
person in the control tower, whom he
cannot see. He has no other option but
to trust what has worked in the past;

by faith he knows it is there and will
work for him again.

The book of Psalms gives us a very
descriptive account of the human side
of David, who was so faithful; even he
from time to time had become weary
and asked God, “How long, O Lord?
How long?” (cf. Pss. 6:3, 6; 13:1;
35:17; 80:4; 90:13). It is easy for us to
say, “Where was David’s faith?” But
have we not all felt that way some-
times? If God is all-powerful, why does
He take so long to care for our con-
cerns and troubles? Does He not
care? He could easily just snap His fin-
gers and change things for us, but of-
ten He does not!

Remember the time that Mary and
Martha were grieving the illness (later
the death) of their brother, Lazarus,
and sent word to Jesus (John 11). He
arrived three days later, and we find
both Mary and Martha telling Jesus,
“Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died” (vss. 21, 32).
That was a reasonable statement from
those grieving sisters to the Messiah,
Jesus who loved them dearly. We may
have said the same thing in that kind
of situation.

Here is a simple biblical truth: God
is there even in the darkness of our
lives, and He is right there beside us
even though we cannot see Him. Our
first step is to reach out in faith and
know that God is there and that He is
working behind the scenes. Psalm
97:2 reminds us that “clouds and
darkness are round about him.” We
might think that God only inhabits the
light because in Him there is no dark-
ness at all (I John 1:5). But is it not
comforting that our pure and holy God
stays with us even in our darkness?

When you are tired of believing in
Jesus, it is important to recount what
He has done for you in the past. You
need to recount His mercies to you.
We have all been through very difficult
times. It is the nature of life on earth.
Even a cursory look at the Psalms,

which were the hymns for the Israelite
people, shows us that many of the
hymns were a recounting of what God
had done for them in the past. Look at
Psalm 136 for a good example of this.

The people corporately recited
psalms so that they could do two im-
portant things. First, they wanted to
give gratitude to the God who had car-
ried them through their tribulations.
Second, it provided a constant re-
minder to the upcoming generations
that they were to remember their God,
who alone had brought them through
their toils and troubles. Even today, the
Jews read the Torah (the first five Old
Testament books) because they ac-
knowledge that they dare not forget the
God who sustained them through their
troubled past.

It is important to remember that God
loves you so much that He waits a very
long time so that you can return to
Him. When it seems that God is taking
too long to move and is seemingly un-
concerned, it is important for you to
know that He still cares for you and
that He has not forgotten you. He
hears your cries, and you are always
on His mind. “I sought the Lord, and
he heard me” (Ps. 34:4). “The right-
eous cry, and the Lord heareth, and
delivereth them out of all their trou-
bles” (vs. 17). 

Remember the father of the prodigal
son in Luke 15. That loving father nev-
er gave up hope that his son would
one day return, and he kept looking for
him day after weary day. Here is what
Jesus said about this earthly father:
“But when he was yet a great way off,
his father saw him, and had compas-
sion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and
kissed him” (vs. 20). If an earthly father
can do that, how much more will our
loving Heavenly Father do that for us?

Are you discouraged and do not
think it is worth believing in our Lord
anymore? Are you on the verge of giv-
ing up hope? It is important to note
that when God works in us after we

Christian Psychology
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that the young son, who had so bla-
tantly sinned against his father and
then returned home, had done pre-
cisely what the tax collectors and sin-
ners were doing.

In the parable, the older son refused
to enter the house and join the party.
He certainly did not rejoice that his
brother had come home. That attitude
fit the scribes and Pharisees exactly.
They grumbled and complained about
Jesus’ receiving sinners; yet they
would not even go near them for fear
of contamination.

Getting back to the term “hired ser-
vant,” the prodigal son’s initial use of it
in Luke 15:19 suggests that he was
not yet prepared for a fully restored re-
lationship with the father. He wanted
to live away from home and work for
wages from his father—most likely
with the thought of repaying the father
for the wrongs he had done. If so, it
would be salvation by works, paying
one’s way into the father’s house. That
is what he wanted for the father, but
the father would have none of it.

The father ran to meet him, kissed
him, gave him a robe (symbol of right-
eousness), sandals (sign of a free
man), and a ring (signifying full mem-
bership in the family). That was too
much for the son to continue with his
plan. He accepted the love and forgiv-
ing grace of the father as he welcomed
the erring lad home—not as a hired
servant but as a son.  �

fact, all three of the words in this col-
umn can be found in that parable.

HIRED SERVANT (misthios)
This kind of servant would not be as

close to family as either the bondser-
vant or the  young attendant. This per-
son would live elsewhere in the village
and work for whoever needed a job
done. Today he might be thought of as
a handyman or a skilled craftsman,
one who would work as a freelancer
and not be bound to anyone. Several
times in recent years, this writer, who
will never be mistaken for a handy-
man, hired a neighbor skilled in car-
pentry and other refurbishing tasks. At
the end of the day, or job, he was paid
and went home. 

This word is the first term for “ser-
vant” that Jesus used in telling the sto-
ry of the prodigal son (Luke 15:11-32).
We find hired “servant” in verses 17
and 19; “bondservant” in verse 22;
and “servant” in verse 26. 

In the parable, the father represents
God, the younger (prodigal) son repre-
sents the tax collectors and sinners,
and the older son represents the
scribes and Pharisees. The scribes
and Pharisees were complaining that
Jesus met and even ate with tax col-
lectors and sinners—something they
would never do (Luke 15:1-2). So Je-
sus crafted several parables, including
the one about the prodigal, to show

surrender our stubborn wills to Him,
He will then begin to show us what He
can do for us. It was the evangelist D.
L. Moody who is said to have stated,
“The world has yet to see what God
can do with a man fully consecrated
to Him.”

Finally, you must realize that when
you are most discouraged and weary
of believing, it might be the best place
to be. When you come to the end of all

What’s in a Word?

Servants
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

THERE are several words in the New
Testament for “servant,” and in

this column we will look at three of
them. The outcome of our study will
hopefully open up a whole new under-
standing of a well-known parable. 

BONDSERVANT (doulos)
This is a very common Greek word

for “servant” and carries the idea of
being in bondage, though frequently it
is used without that connotation. It is
actually an adjective used as a noun
and indicates a position of submission
to another. Those who were bondser-
vants were practically family, even liv-
ing on the property.

The word is also used metaphori-
cally. We find Paul using the term for
himself (Rom. 1:1; Gal. 1:10) and of
Christ (Phil. 2:7). Peter used it for false
teachers (II Pet. 2:19), and it is also
used for followers of Jesus Christ (Rev.
1:1). The word is found several times
in Romans 6:16-22 in the context of
serving sin, serving righteousness,
and serving God. Christians are those
who used to serve sin but have been
called to serve Christ and righteous-
ness. 

SERVANT (pais)
The word actually means “child”

and was often applied to young atten-
dants. It is found as such in the para-
ble of the prodigal son (Luke 15:26). In

your personal resources, Jesus will
still be there to receive you and to
show you all His mercy. When you are
exhausted, God is there without any
obstacles in His way to calm your
stormy seas! To those disciples who
were weary in the midst of the storm,
Jesus asked, “Why are ye so fearful?
how is it that ye have no faith?” (Mark
4:40).

When you are weary of believing, it

is good for you to know that you are
dealing with the Almighty God, El
Shaddai, the God who is more than
enough to meet all your human needs.
He who was there for you in the past
is also present with you in your pres-
ent darkness. “They that wait upon the
Lord shall renew their strength” (Isa.
40:31) is the reminder we all need as
we keep on believing in our Lord Je-
sus. He will never fail us.  �
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STUDYING to be a pastor is hard
work. There are many expecta-

tions to fulfill. I went to Bible college to
fulfill an expectation for education,
and I have engaged in a couple of in-
ternships to fulfill expectations of ex-
perience. Then there are meetings,
phone calls, event planning, teaching,
and leading small groups. In the midst
of all these circumstances, I fight to
still express faith in God and His love
for me. I fight for that time in God’s
Word and that sense of closeness to
Him. There are days when I wonder:
Are my prayers just bouncing off the
wall?

Something tells me that I am not the
only one who feels this way some-
times. We are all human, and such
feelings are not unique to any one per-
son. I am sure that there are some of
you out there who feel defeated and
overwhelmed.

We see in Scripture the need to help
the next generation and point them to
Christ, but I get discouraged when I
see how great the need still is in the
lives and condition of young people
today.

You may be a person who sees
himself as “over the hill,” and you are
thinking to yourself, What do I have
to offer young people? You may be
the teenager or young adult thinking,
I’ve tried and tried to grow up and be
strong in certain areas, but I just
don’t see anyone there to help me.
There is no magic formula or potion
that makes everything better in an in-
stant, but God does give some spe-
cific instructions that can help us in
this difficult journey of growing God’s
family.

Second Timothy 1 provides us with
a beautiful example of how an older
generation influenced a younger gen-
eration to the glory of God. In this
chapter, we see how God used the
Apostle Paul to encourage and guide
Timothy toward a closer relationship

with Christ and an effective ministry
according to God’s call in his life.

The Apostle Paul wrote some heart-
felt words to the young pastor Timo-
thy. If you look in the book of Acts, you
will find that Paul was instrumental in
Timothy’s salvation, having been the
one God used to present Timothy with
the good news of Jesus Christ. That is
why in these letters, you see Paul refer
to him as “my own son in the faith”
(I Tim. 1:2), and  “my dearly beloved
son” (II Tim. 1:2). Paul was Timothy’s
spiritual father, so to speak.

Timothy would later join Paul in min-
istry, but we find him in a rather intense
ministry. Both I and II Timothy are filled
with advice from Paul on how to han-
dle certain tense situations that were
taking place in the scope of Timothy’s
ministry.

Is it not wonderful to have an adult
in your life who can be there when you
need him? This is what it looks like to
grow God’s family. Strong relation-
ships develop among different gener-
ations. If you look at Scripture a bit
more, it would seem to indicate that
Timothy really did not have a close re-
lationship with his father—at least, not
one that was spiritually edifying. So
God used Paul to step into that role in
Timothy’s life.

Paul and Timothy were very close,
and this relationship was a strong,
emotional one. But how can you live
out this passage of Scripture? How
can you see this passage of Scripture
applied in your church and ministry?
There are a few specific things in this
passage that the older generation can
do to help the younger in growing
God’s family.

STIR UP THE GIFT OF GOD
The first thing young people need to

be reminded of is to “stir up the gift of
God” (II Tim. 1:6). This refers to their
relationship with God and the need to
know Him more as He directs their

lives. God has given every young per-
son a gift or gifts to use for His glory.

It is amazing to think of how many
children of God were used by Him at a
young age and stirred up the spiritual
gifts He had given them to use for His
glory. Consider King David slaying the
giant Goliath at only about thirteen
years of age. Charles Spurgeon pas-
tored his first church at seventeen.
Hymn writer Isaac Watts studied He-
brew at age thirteen, French at ten,
Greek at nine, and Latin at four!

Sometimes teenagers forget that
they are special and unique creations
of God. They forget that they have gifts
and talents that God wants them to
use—specifically, spiritual gifts to use
in the local church.

Scripture challenges us to stir up, to
take deliberate and intentional action
to appreciate, the spiritual gifts God
has given us and exercise them for His
glory. Such intentionality in our rela-
tionship with God will serve to prove
that through Him we do not have to be
timid but will live in His power, love,
and self-discipline. This is a gift you
can faithfully pass on to the next gen-
eration of believers.

Stirring up the gift of God, however,
is something that Christians both
young and old must deem important.
Before you aim to emulate Paul’s min-
istry to Timothy, consider whether you
are fully committed to growing and ex-
ercising the spiritual gifts that God has
given you. 

You would not trust your car to
someone unlearned in the field of
mechanics. Likewise, it is unnatural
for an adult Christian to mentor a
younger believer if he has not yet
committed himself to earnestly pur-
suing, developing, and using his own
spiritual gifts in practical local church
ministry.

If you are unfamiliar with the con-
cept of spiritual gifts and the necessi-
ty of using them to instill health and
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have to be ashamed of their relation-
ship with God. Rather, God loves
them and has an amazing plan for
them. Perhaps you could encourage
them to join you in a particular min-
istry, thus leading them toward be-
coming active in a venue that would
reveal and exercise the gifts God has
given them.

Like Paul, you could use practical
means to demonstrate to them how
valuable are the gifts God has given
them and how faithful God is to each
of His children, both young and old. 

ACCORDING TO HIS OWN
PURPOSE AND GRACE

As you go about fulfilling God’s
mandate to encourage younger be-
lievers, make sure that your heart is
fully directed by gospel purposes. In
other words, Jesus’ death, burial, and
resurrection should be at the forefront
of our minds and be the foundation of
our purposes. In keeping this the fo-
cus, we will direct all the glory of spir-
itual victory and maturity to God.

Indeed, God has provided salvation
through Jesus Christ, and the spiritual
gifts exist only because He is ever gra-
cious to us. Such undeserved grace
calls for absolute yet joyful humility.

WHAT IF?
Imagine what your town or city

would look like if your church became
enthusiastic about reaching the next
generation with the gospel and totally
grasped what Scripture means when it
communicates the necessity of grow-
ing God’s family.

Imagine what your neighborhood
would look like if all the students in
your church had a new, teachable spir-
it. Consider the changes that would
take place if the older generation re-
fused to give up on the younger gen-
eration and passed down all that they
had learned from their relationship
with God to a generation that desper-
ately needs it.

Imagine if every young couple had
the phone number of an older couple
they could call if they had a problem in
their marriage or a concern about their
baby. Think of a world in which every
young person had a mentor who
would listen to his or her problems and
be a prayer partner during hard times.
Things would be much different! The
gospel is a living message. Let us live
it out and communicate it every day of
our lives.  �

neighbors, and coworkers all can
serve as either channels of temptation
or channels of godly encouragement.
Perhaps you have faced the tempta-
tion to steal by cheating on your tax-
es. Maybe you have been confronted
with a tough situation in which lying
seemed to be an easy escape. Such
hypothetical scenarios are only exam-
ples of the temptation and spiritual
struggles that are universal and com-
mon to all ages.

When you become an adult, you do
not suddenly become perfect and
self-disciplined. You face the same
challenges, but you have a better un-
derstanding of the consequences of
following after Christ or rejecting the
admonitions of His Word.

Those younger than you, whether
teenagers or young adults, need to
hear that following Christ is worth it all,
that on the other side of those temp-
tations they will find a peace and a re-
ward and a rest for obeying Christ
while rejoicing in His name rather than
caving in to the ridicule that comes
with following Christ.

Essentially, adult Christians are re-
sponsible for showing young believers
that there is more to life than the mo-
ment. Young people are especially
prone to living in the moment. The
novel blessings and challenges of
youth compel teenagers to focus on
the moment, and so they often do not
consider the future and the potential
consequences for their present ac-
tions.

Perhaps you fondly recall your
younger days, during which you felt
that you could live forever. Those
young believers who find themselves
in this stage of life need healthy Chris-
tian encouragement that points them
toward eternity and the necessity of
leaving a legacy for Christ and for
gospel truth.

But what can you specifically do? I
think that just about any teenager
loves food. Think of what might hap-
pen if you opened up your house or
farm or property one day and offered
the teenagers of the church free hot
dogs and s’mores. Maybe a teenager
or a young couple is struggling. You
could send them a note, reminding
them of the gifts God has given them,
of how God has given them a spirit of
power and love, and of how valuable
they are to God.

Maybe a few young people are
struggling with their self-identity. You
could remind them that they do not

growth in your local church, consider
the lists of spiritual gifts found in both
Romans 12 and I Corinthians 12. Such
gifts arise not from our own frail, mor-
tal strength but rather from the very
grace of God (Rom. 12:6).

Each day that you exercise these
gifts and grow in your relationship with
Christ, you are also storing up a stock-
pile of experiences that will one day be
used as a source of encouragement
and caution for the next generation of
believers.

DO NOT BE ASHAMED
In addition, Paul admonished Timo-

thy not to be “ashamed of the testi-
mony of our Lord” (II Tim. 1:8). How
important this is! Young people face a
multitude of challenges as they go to
school and communicate with their
peers who do not know Christ. Timo-
thy came from a pagan Roman back-
ground, and these were strong words
that Paul was giving him. Young peo-
ple today need to hear the same
words.

Consider the plight young people
are in today. According to the 2011
National Youth Risk Behavior Survey
(http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth):

● 44.7 percent of students had tried
cigarette smoking (at least one or
two puffs).
● 70.9 percent of students had had
at least one drink of alcohol on at
least one day during their life.
● 38.7 percent of students had had
at least one drink of alcohol on at
least one day during the thirty days
before the survey.
● 47.4 percent of students had had
sexual intercourse.
The suffering that took place during

Paul and Timothy’s time came in the
form of beatings and imprisonment. We
do not face that problem very often in
twenty-first-century America, but we
do face a lot of ridicule. It can be easy
for Christian teenagers to feel ashamed
of their relationship with Christ in
school. The popular crowd repeatedly
calls for them to join them in things that
are totally opposite what God has out-
lined for His children in His Word.

It is certain that every adult who is
reading this and who knows Christ has
had that same struggle as a teenager.
Perhaps you know the consequences
of jumping in with the wrong crowd.
You face these challenges even as an
adult.

Billboards, commercials, friends,
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NEHEMIAH was many things—
leader, visionary, builder, person-

al servant of the king of Persia. But he
was also a man of prayer. We dare not
lose sight of that aspect of his life. The
account of his return to lead the peo-
ple of Judah to rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem is saturated with the reality
of prayer. Almost every key passage or
movement in the story is undergirded
by his prayer life. 

The book of Nehemiah begins with
a very intense season of prayer, and it
comes to a close with Nehemiah still
calling out to God. He prayed all the
time. His life was a prayer to God.
What can we learn from the prayers of
Nehemiah? What do we see in the
prayers regarding this very memorable
event of rebuilding the wall of
Jerusalem?

First, we see that we should always
be seeking fresh encounters with God.
We should note well that when Ne-
hemiah spoke of his vision for rebuild-
ing the wall of Jerusalem and restoring
the people of God to their land, he
spoke of something that God had put
into his heart (Neh. 2:12; 7:5). His vi-
sion for the work did not grow out of
his own imagination. It grew out of his
encounters with God.

Sometimes we are tempted to think
that great vision and passion for min-
istry are born only at seminary or a
Bible conference or from reading a
book; in fact, they are also born in the
prayer closet as God ignites our hearts
for what He wants to accomplish
through us in this world. We must seek
fresh encounters with God in prayer
and nurture the vision and passion He
gives us. 

Second, we see that we should pray
in faith. When Nehemiah was con-
fronted by the king of Persia because
he was sad in the royal presence, Ne-
hemiah shot up a prayer to God (Neh.
2:2-4). Of course, he had been in
prayer for some time over this matter.
He understood that the king of Persia
would have to act if the vision to re-
build the wall was to become a reality,

and at the moment of truth, when the
opportunity came to speak to the king,
Nehemiah was praying even while
speaking to him! His life was im-
mersed in prayerful faith. He under-
stood, as should we, that he could not
move ahead unless God was with him.
We must pray every step of the way.
Prayer is the vehicle of faith.

Third, we see that we must pray for
the glory and pleasure of God. Sever-
al times Nehemiah prayed simple
prayers of “Remember me, God” or, as
it is put in Nehemiah 5:19, “Think upon
me, my God, for good.” In Nehemiah
5, the prophet recounted all the per-
sonal sacrifices he had made for the
effort to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem.
Moreover, he pointed out that he had
not sought to enrich himself in any way
through the position of leadership he
had assumed (vss. 14-18). This sacri-
fice and integrity were undergirded by
prayer. Through prayer, Nehemiah
sought the glory and pleasure of God.
His prayer life discouraged the temp-
tation to think of his own glory, posi-
tion, and advancement. How impor-
tant it is to walk with God in our
ministry endeavors!

Fourth, we see that we should be
praying for the renewal and revival of
God’s people and work. If we skim
chapters 8 through 12 in the book of
Nehemiah, we see a wonderful revival
and renewal that transpired in the lives
of the people of Judah. The rebuilding
of the wall was one thing; the rebuild-
ing of the people’s relationship with
God was another! In this season of re-
newal, the people had solemn assem-
blies in which they sought God afresh
(8:18; 9:1), recounted God’s blessings
(9:31), confessed their sins and expe-
rienced cleansing (vss. 32-37), and
rededicated themselves to God’s call
on their lives as revealed in His Word
(9:38; cf. 10:28).

Through Nehemiah’s prayers and
leadership, the people shed their dis-
couragement and apathy and returned
to God and His work with great zeal.
Prayer brings renewal. All great move-

ments of Spirit-led revival have fol-
lowed seasons of prayer. It was true in
Nehemiah’s day, it is true in our own
day. Not a day should go by that we
are not praying for the revival of our
churches and ministries. 

Finally, we see that we must pray
through the troubles and problems
we face. Nehemiah 13 records sever-
al disappointing missteps made by
the people of Judah in Nehemiah’s
absence when he returned for a sea-
son to serve the king of Persia. Upon
his return, he was confronted by cor-
ruption in the temple, neglect of the
Levitical system of giving and wor-
ship, violations of the Sabbath, and
compromise in the matter of inter-
marriage. As a man who walked with
God, Nehemiah had a very strong re-
action to these serious defections
from biblical practice. He took a
stand. He rebuked the guilty parties.
He demanded change.

All through these troubles we see
him calling out to God (Neh. 13:14, 22,
29, 31). He knew he needed God’s
help to get through the battles. He
humbly asked God to help him and to
honor his efforts. 

The book of Nehemiah ends with
one of Nehemiah’s typically humble
requests for God’s help (13:31). Ne-
hemiah sought God in the midst of his
troubles. He got through it all with
God’s help. The Lord’s work needs
prayer. The Lord’s work is always go-
ing to involve challenges and troubles.
Are we praying through them?

The story of the rebuilding of the wall
of Jerusalem and Nehemiah’s leader-
ship teaches us this obvious but some-
times neglected truth: the Lord’s work
must be undergirded by prayer. The
book of Nehemiah tells the great story
of the rebuilding of the wall of
Jerusalem, a wonderful story of victory.
But it is really a story of prayer and the
powerful way in which God led and
blessed a praying man. Our resources
may sometimes seem meager. The
times may seem daunting. But we press
on in our ministries through prayer.  �

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

Nehemiah, Man of Prayer
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it different responses. Those who re-
spond positively will produce varying
amounts of fruit.
The wheat and the tares (Matt.

13:24-30, 36-43). Both genuine and
false followers will coexist in the king-
dom during the period of delay before
Christ’s return.
The mustard seed (Matt. 13:31-32).

Though it will start very small, the king-
dom will grow in power and victori-
ously spread throughout the world.
The leaven in the meal (Matt. 13:33).

Because of the positive context in
which this parable appears, some
state that as yeast permeates a batch
of dough, so the kingdom of heaven
will grow.

But in the Bible, yeast usually sym-
bolizes something evil (cf. Matt. 16:6).
An evil influence will grow and perme-
ate this new phase of the kingdom,
and it will culminate with the world-
wide rule of the antichrist just prior to
Jesus’ victorious return.
The hidden treasure (Matt. 13:44).

Christ gave all that He had for our sal-
vation. He created the world and then
redeemed it. This mystery He hid in
this parable, which would be under-
stood by those “who hath ears to
hear” (vs. 9).
The costly pearl (Matt. 13:45-46). A

complete knowledge of the kingdom
is worth more than anything else.
The dragnet (Matt. 13:47-50).

Though both good and bad coexist in
this phase of the kingdom, they will be
separated in God’s final judgment.
The householder (Matt. 13:52). The

apostles were to provide instruction
about the kingdom that met the
needs of their hearers, drawing upon
both what had already been revealed
in the Old Testament and these new
truths that Christ was providing in
parables.

This last parable emphasizes the
significance of Jesus’ parables, both
for His original audience and for His
followers today.  �

en, but to them it is not given. For
whosoever hath, to him shall be given,
and he shall have more abundance:
but whosoever hath not, from him shall
be taken away even that he hath”
(13:11-12). By adopting a parabolic
mode of teaching, Jesus drew a clear
line between His true disciples and
others who were not truly committed
to following Him.

According to Matthew 13:12, the
parables served a threefold purpose:
(1) to reveal new truth about the king-
dom to the receptive, (2) to hide this
same truth from the unreceptive, and
(3) to take away truth formerly held by
the unreceptive (for example, truth
gleaned from the Old Testament about
the kingdom). Like Isaiah’s ministry in
his day, the parables served to harden
the hearts of many (vss. 13-15).

The new kingdom truths that Jesus
reveals in the parables that follow were
“mysteries” (Matt. 13:11). These were
truths that had not been revealed in
the Old Testament, having “been kept
secret from the foundation of the
world” (vs. 35). Because of Israel’s re-
jection of her King, Jesus did not give
a full manifestation of the kingdom as
prophesied in the Old Testament.
While these prophecies and the king-
dom of which they spoke were still
valid, this phase of the kingdom would
be put off to a future fulfillment. A new
phase of the kingdom, unforeseen in
the Old Testament, was now being ini-
tiated.

It is this new phase of the kingdom
that Jesus described in the eight para-
bles of Matthew 13. He gave four
parables to the crowds while teaching
from a boat on the Sea of Galilee and
four to His disciples in private. Christ
provided an explanation of only three
of the parables: the four soils, the
wheat and the tares, and the dragnet.

While space limitations prevent a de-
tailed analysis, the following is a sum-
mary of what each parable teaches.
The four soils (Matt. 13:3-9, 18-23).

The message of the kingdom will elic-

CHAPTERS 12 and 13 of Matthew’s
Gospel describe a crucial turning

point in the earthly ministry of Christ.
Israel’s leaders had opposed Christ
from the beginning of His public min-
istry, but in chapter 12 this opposition
reached a critical point.

Though the Pharisees had observed
firsthand Christ’s authority over dis-
ease and demonic powers, they re-
fused to recognize Him as the prom-
ised Son of David. Instead, they
attributed Christ’s power over demons
to Beelzebub, the ruler of demons
(Matt. 12:24). With this assessment,
Israel’s spiritual leaders committed an
unpardonable sin, sealing their fate. 

The kingdom foretold by the exilic
and postexilic prophets and pro-
claimed as “at hand” in the ministries
of both John the Baptist and Jesus
(Matt. 3:1-2; 4:17) would not be fully
realized during Messiah’s first advent.

This rejection by Israel’s leaders ini-
tiated a new phase of the kingdom
program that was not revealed in the
Old Testament Scriptures. The new
phase began at the point of Christ’s re-
jection as described in Matthew 12
and will extend until Israel repents and
receives her Messiah (cf. 23:39).

The rejection by the Pharisees also
prompted Christ’s turn to a parabolic
ministry. Matthew makes this explicit
by pointing out that on the same day
that the Pharisees had blasphemed
the Holy Spirit, Christ began to teach
the multitudes in parables (13:1-3), a
method that He would employ during
the rest of His earthly ministry.

A parable is an extended simile, an
earthly story used to teach a spiritual
truth. Christ did not invent this method,
for it was used by other Jewish rabbis
during this time. But up until this critical
juncture in His ministry, Christ’s teach-
ing had been quite explicit and the
meanings of His stories clear.

Christ’s response to the disciples’
question in Matthew 13:10 is reveal-
ing: “He answered and said unto them,
Because it is given unto you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heav-

The Life and Times of Jesus

Jesus’ Turn to Parables
BY FRANK PASS
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MANY people have caller ID as part
of their phone service. It allows

them to screen their calls before an-
swering so that they can avoid ac-
cepting calls from unwanted callers. 

A good title for Psalm 81 could be
“The Caller ID Psalm,” because God
clearly identified Himself as the God of
His people. God boldly declared in
verse 10, “I am the Lord thy God,
which brought thee out of the land of
Egypt.” As the people recited this
statement, they could have confi-
dence that the words of this psalm
were not just the words of a choir di-
rector; they were the words of the only
True and Living God.

In Psalm 81, God issued four calls to
His people. They needed to respond
to the four actions that God was call-
ing them to do. First, in verses 1-5,
God called them to worship. In verse
1, God called them to worship Him ex-
uberantly. He called them to “sing
aloud” and “make a joyful noise” unto
Him. In verse 2, the Lord exhorted
them to employ musical instruments.
In other words, they were to pull out all
the stops and give it their best!

Many Bible teachers believe that
Psalm 81 was written to be used in
celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles.
The context of this psalm fits the Exo-
dus and wilderness wanderings. The
Feast of Tabernacles began on Octo-
ber 15, which was a full moon (vs. 3).
It was also a very joyous celebration,
as the people lived in tents for a week
in order to remember God’s faithful
care during the years of wandering in
the wilderness. Exuberant worship es-
pecially fit the Feast of Tabernacles.

If the Feast of Tabernacles warranted
exuberant worship, how much more
should the Lord’s Day, which commem-
orates the resurrection of Christ from the
dead, be a day of lavish praise to God!

Also, in Psalm 81:4-5, God called
His people to worship faithfully. That
the corporate worship in Israel was to
be done eagerly rather than grudging-
ly did not mean that worship was op-
tional. The Feast of Tabernacles, along
with the worship that was to accom-
pany it, was based on a statute in the

law of God (vs. 4). For a Hebrew to
neglect the feast day amounted to  un-
faithfulness to God.

The same principle is true today. We
should delight to corporately worship
God, but it is also our duty to worship
the Lord. God has exhorted believers
not to forsake the assembling of them-
selves together (Heb. 10:25).

God calls us to both exuberance
and faithfulness in our worship. Are we
responding to His call?

Second, God called them to remem-
ber. God challenged His people to re-
member the times when they had
prayed in desperation for deliverance
from their cruel Egyptian overlords.
Their shoulders had become weary
carrying the heavy baskets filled with
bricks (Ps. 81:6). They had called out in
trouble, and God had answered (vs. 7).

One of the best disciplines to prac-
tice is to intentionally recall your des-
perate prayers of the past. Did God turn
a deaf ear? No, He answered abun-
dantly. Such vivid memories will evoke
love for the Lord and confidence that
you are well-equipped for whatever
challenges you face in your life.

Let us be honest. Our desperate
prayers are the only prayers that we
can remember. No wonder God gives
us so many occasions in which to cry
out unto Him in desperation!

God also prodded His people to re-
member the times of testing (Ps. 81:7).
God’s faith-building tool is to test our
faith. The test referenced in verse 7 oc-
curred at a place where the children of
Israel expected to find water but did
not (Exod. 17:1-7). Instead of trusting
God to faithfully supply as He had
done in the past, they accused the
Lord of malice against them.

Tests are God’s way of purifying our
faith. Will we trust Him or doubt Him?
Our faith will grow if we will believe
God despite hopeless circumstances.

God “proved” (Ps. 81:7), or tested,
His children and gave the test a spe-
cific name—“the waters of Meribah”—
the waters of striving. This was the
place where His people strove against
Him in unbelief. Why not give your past
tests vivid names so that you might

easily meditate on them and recall
God’s flawless faithfulness to you in
fiery trials?

God is calling His people to remem-
ber their desperate prayers and fiery
trials of the past. Such memories
strengthen the inner man. Will you re-
spond to His call?

Third, God called them to tremble.
God longed for His people to tremble
at His warning against depending on
strange gods. In Psalm 81:9, God said,
“There shall no strange god be in
thee.” God declared zero tolerance for
false gods. He will not permit anything
or anyone to rival Him in your life.

What pleasure means more to you
than pleasing the Lord? “Little chil-
dren, keep yourselves from idols”
(I John 5:21).

God also wanted them to tremble at
His gracious invitation. In Psalm
81:10, He invited His people to open
their mouths wide and He would fill
them. The imagery is of a mother bird
stuffing the stretched-open beaks of
her babies.

I have an empty bird’s nest on the
upper ledge of my front porch. Every
time I approach the front door, I see it
and am reminded of the mother bird’s
ability and intention to fill to the fullest
the stretched-open mouths of her ba-
bies. Will our loving, all-powerful God
do less for His people?

By opening its beak as wide as pos-
sible, a baby bird shows the confi-
dence it has in its mother. Believers
also honor the Lord by not hesitating
to ask for impossible things.

God is calling us to tremble at His
warning against idolatry and His invi-
tation to ask for great things.

Fourth, God called them to learn. In
the closing verses, Psalm 81:11-16,
God called His people to learn from
those who had rebelled and gone their
own way. See what they had lost by
sin. They lost victory over their foes
(vs. 14) and the abundant supply of
their needs (vs. 16). Learn that rebels
never gain but always lose.

Through this psalm, God still calls
us to worship, remember, tremble, and
learn. How will you respond?  �

Meditations in Psalms

The “Caller ID” Psalm
BY KARL KLOPPMANN
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successful (Histories 5.78 and 6.2,
www.sacred-texts.com). The Greek
philosopher Theophrastus (371–287
B.C.) used it of land that was cultivated
(De Causis Plantarum 3.1.3 and 1.19.4,
archive.org). The Greek geographer
Strabo (64 B.C.–A.D. 21) used it of get-
ting gold, silver, and lead out of mines
(Geography 3.2.10, www.perseus.
tufts.edu). In each example, something
was already present, and so it is here
in Philippians.

Just as a person has a skill, or the
land has potential for growth, or the
ground already has minerals in it, so
believers already have salvation in
them. A believer’s task is to work out
that salvation in daily life. Each of our
lives has great possibilities for God.
Just as workers exert effort to get all
the valuable ore out of a mine, so God
wants Christians to work in order to
reach their full potential for Him.

Paul had exhorted the Philippian
believers to be like-minded, loving, of
one accord, of one mind, to avoid
strife and vanity, to esteem others in-
stead of self, and to have the mind of
Christ in humble and obedient ser-
vanthood (Phil. 2:1-8). We do this with
“fear and trembling” (vs. 12), meaning
that we have an attitude of humble
reverence before God and submit to
Him in full dependence and devotion.

All of those things are still essential
in working out our salvation. It takes
more than those, however. In Philippi-
ans 2:13, Paul wrote, “It is God which
worketh in you both to will and to do
of his good pleasure.” The same God
who saved us is also the one who en-
ergizes us to serve Him. Paul wrote
that we are God’s “workmanship, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works,
which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them” (Eph. 2:10).
God provides the divine enabling, and
we fulfill the human responsibility that
is required to accomplish God’s work
and ministry. As you carry out your
ministry activities for Him—whether it
is by teaching Sunday school, serving

Q. If salvation is by grace through
faith, then what does it mean to “work
out your own salvation” (Phil. 2:12)?
A. You are correct that Scripture testi-
fies that salvation is only by grace
through faith (Eph. 2:8-9). Since that is
the case, Paul’s statement to the
Philippians that they should work out
their own salvation may seem to be a
contradiction; but it is not.

The opening word of Philippians 2:12,
“Wherefore,” connects it back to the
preceding context. Just as Jesus Christ
is the ultimate example of humble obe-
dience to the Heavenly Father (vs. 8), so
every believer in Christ should also
demonstrate humble obedience to
God. Paul next referred to his readers as
“[his] beloved” (vs. 12), a term he used
of them again in 4:1. Paul wrote to peo-
ple who were clearly Christians; he had
already referred to them as “saints”
(1:1), and he had a loving affection to-
ward these believers.

The Philippian Christians had al-
ready demonstrated a faithful relation-
ship to the Lord, since they had “al-
ways obeyed” (Phil. 2:12). They did this
while Paul was with them, and he ex-
pected them to continue to do so “in
[his] absence.” Christians are to be
obedient when they are being ob-
served by others and must continue to
demonstrate faithful service, whether
being watched or not. No believer
should ever be like King Joash, who
served the Lord faithfully while the
priest Jehoiada was alive but failed
miserably after the priest died (II Chron.
24). Each believer must trust the Lord
and be consistent in his spiritual life.

Having laid this important founda-
tion, Paul then issued his command:
“Work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling” (Phil. 2:12). We must
observe, first, that Paul did not say to
work for your salvation but rather work
it out. The verb translated “work out”
occurs several times in the New Testa-
ment and was a common word in an-
cient Greek literature. The Greek histo-
rian Herodotus (485–425 B.C.) used it of
people who used their skills to become

A Dear Father
I like to sit on Father’s lap

And have him talk to me;
He tells me of the Saviour’s love,

And how His own to be.

I’m glad I have a father dear
Who loves and pleases God;

And shows me how to please Him,
too,

Though others think I’m odd.

I’m sorry if you do not have
A father such as mine;

But there’s a Father up above.
Whose arms will round you twine.

He’ll hold you close to His dear heart,
Though Him you cannot see;

But by believing what He says
Your Father He will be.  �

—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.

Bible Bookmark

Work Out Your Salvation (Phil. 2:12)

BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET

(Continued on page 31)
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THE confident Elaine Pearson I sat
in front of is not the Elaine Pear-

son of only a few years ago. “Let not
your heart be troubled” from John 14:1
has become the theme of Elaine’s life.
This is a story about how God can use
a shy and humble heart who learned to
trust solely in Him. 

Elaine was raised in a good Christian
home, and she says that she honestly
cannot remember a time when she did
not go to church. It was at church camp
that God spoke to her heart. Jesus be-
came the Saviour of her soul, and His
plan became the script of her life.

Elaine’s mother was a vocalist who
sang in her church and also was part of
a youth program in their town called the
“Easter Pageant.” Elaine became in-
volved with her mother in the Easter
Pageant, but it was the civic theater she
attended with a neighbor that caught
her interest. Elaine started helping at
the civic theater whenever she could.
She started helping with the sets and
soon began preparing the players for
the stage. She continued to help at the
Easter Pageant with singing.

Elaine had a dream of going to col-
lege and becoming a teacher, but be-
cause of some financial problems,

there was no money for college.
Elaine later married, moved to
northern Indiana, and started a
beautiful family. In the midst of
this, God had plans for Elaine that
she did not see.

Elaine loved the theater, and
the local summer stock company
caught her interest. With some
encouragement, she became in-
volved, first working backstage.
She felt comfortable and in her
element. Most of the cast mem-
bers were younger than Elaine.
She remembers sitting and talk-
ing to many of them, listening to
their stories or concerns. She
was the listening ear they need-
ed, and soon they started refer-
ring to her affectionately as
“Mom.” Elaine’s eyes lit up as she
told me that a few years later she
saw some of her “children” on TV.

Her ability to listen and guide be-
came well-known. Even some of the
older guest players would call her
“Mom” after sitting and talking with
her and listening to her encourage-
ment and mentoring.

At church, Elaine was part of the
choir and sang beautiful soprano solos.
She served on some committees but
resisted any leadership positions be-
cause of her lack of confidence. She
loved her church family and enjoyed
the fellowship. When division in the
church arose over some differences of
opinion, she was totally heartbroken.

Elaine was so distraught over what
was happening within her church that
she stayed home from church one Sun-
day morning—something she never
did. She locked herself in her bedroom
with her Bible and her Lord. She prayed
and read her Bible. She considered
things she had heard from members of
the congregation. But instead of taking
those things to her friends and adding
to the divisiveness, she prayed. She
prayed for healing of the hearts and
minds of the congregation and for
God’s will to be done within His church.

She read John 14 and 15. She read
that Jesus is the Good Shepherd and

cares much more about His lambs than
she did. She read that Jesus is the True
Vine and that fruit that lasts can happen
only by abiding in Him. The verse that
kept coming back to her in her grief was
John 14:1: “Let not your heart be trou-
bled.” Peace filled her heart as she al-
lowed those words to enter her grief. 

When she returned to church the
next Sunday, a woman there ap-
proached her about going to a four-
day Christian retreat. Elaine was reluc-
tant at first, but after such a wonderful
time with her Lord just the week be-
fore, she decided to go.

Something shifted within her that
long weekend at the retreat. Her grief
over the division in her church no longer
blocked God’s vision for her. She saw
the problems at her church not with the
dark veil of grief but with a clear path to
healing. She took the steps needed—
not in her own confidence or pride but
with a certainty that God had spoken to
her about what she should do.

Elaine wrote a letter to the appropri-
ate person and stated a clear “bottom
line” that she felt God had shown her.
Her letter was not written with emotion
or pride but with hope. At a meeting
held to discuss the problems, this per-
son to whom she had written said that
he wanted to meet Elaine, tell her that
she had put her finger on the problem,
and thank her. This episode gave Elaine
the confidence she needed to trust God
with her problems and fears in life. 

Elaine became involved in some
plays that were held at a Christian re-
treat in her town. She was no longer
only backstage “help.” She was given
some roles and eventually a leading
role. Working with a totally different
cast from those she had worked with
before, she recalls they still called her
“Mom” because she still found time to
listen and guide others with her calm
spirit and caring heart.

God had been molding Elaine all
these years into the person He want-
ed her to be, but Elaine did not see
what He was doing or how her life
had been scripted by God.

Elaine worked hard, pouring herself

Testimonies of Faith

Confidence in God
BY SHERRY NEWCUM

Elaine Pearson
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players, the unreliability of others, the
age-old money problems that seem to
go with everything, wintry weather,
and buses of people canceling be-
cause of the weather when their
meals had already been prepared.

“Have you ever thought of giving up
with all the obstacles you have
faced?” I asked.

“Oh, yes,” she responded without
hesitation, “many times!”

“What keeps you going?”
“The dozens of people young and

old who have come to see Christ in a
new way and have either accepted
Jesus as their Saviour or rededicated
their lives to make Him Lord.” 

Elaine told me, in her usual quiet
tone, of a twelve-year-old girl who saw
Jesus’ love for her in a real way through
the Easter pageant. An elderly man said
he felt that he was part of the story and
it felt more real. She often has had a
dozen people come forward at the altar
calls, and she mentioned that others
have said they rededicated their lives at
their seats. She has been told by many
that they have seen the true sacrifice of
Jesus through the drama of the events
played out before their eyes.

She also admits with a gleam in her
eye that she enjoys teaching the chil-
dren and encouraging them to be
more than they thought possible—for
instance, when a first grader sang a
solo in the Christmas drama. 

She has seen her own personal
growth as well as that of those who are
part of the plays. She has seen her
faith grow as she faced many strug-
gles and stretched herself to do new
things for the kingdom. 

I told her she almost reminds me of
Paul in the Bible. I look at all he went
through, and I am awed that he was
never so discouraged that he was will-
ing to give up. He continued spread-
ing the good news and being faithful to
his calling. I told her that I saw her, in
a small way perhaps, doing the same
by never giving up. Elaine was quiet,
and then she looked me in the face
and said, “But God has said to me,
‘Let not your heart be troubled,’ and
He has never failed me.”

Although most of her audiences are
from local areas such as Indiana, Illi-
nois, and Ohio, she said that some have
attended with friends who were from as
far away as Alabama or North Carolina.

As Elaine starts her tenth season,
she trusts that God will guide her in her
ministry, fill every role, and provide the
means. Her heart is not troubled.  �

have gone through the minds of those
who have watched Elaine’s plays. I per-
sonally have had similar thoughts as I
experienced the Christmas and Easter
dramas she has directed.

Some of the players feel that the
younger children are too inexperi-
enced to be a part of the plays, but
Elaine remembers that her love of the-
ater had started quite young because
her mother and others saw potential in
young lives. She purposely writes
parts for young children in her plays for
that very reason. She is their teacher
and advocate. Though she has
learned confidence in God through her
faith to step out where God is leading
her, she remembers when she was
starting out as a young person in a lo-
cal Easter pageant. She knows how
children need to be encouraged and
how they need patient guiding.

Today, Elaine is in her ninth season
of writing and directing both the
Christmas dinner plays and Easter
plays. She designs and assists in the
building of the sets. She is involved in
the design of costumes. She has
formed and promoted a drama group
called “The Lake Area Players.” She
promotes her plays on TV and radio.
The presentations have attracted bus-
loads of people into the audiences. All
of this is quite a stretch when she con-
siders the shy, background person she
was only nine years ago.

In these nine years, she has also had
to hurdle many obstacles. The pro-
gram director who had been Elaine’s
biggest encourager at the Christian re-
treat retired. Elaine turned to God. The
Christian retreat center closed, and
she had to look for a new place to hold
both plays. Even when she found a
new location, the dinner and menu
had to change to fit the abilities of all
those participating. With time running
short, Elaine turned to her Lord.

That is typical of Elaine now. When
her husband had serious health prob-
lems, Elaine turned to God. When her
son had some personal problems that
tore at her heart, Elaine took her wor-
ries to God. As a diabetic, she has had
some problems with her feet. It was
hard for her in her main role to stay off
her feet, but Elaine took her concerns
to her Lord and her doctor. The sur-
geries she underwent did not stop her
from holding auditions and carrying on
in faith to present Christ’s message of
salvation.

Of course, she also has had the
usual obstacles: illnesses among her

into her roles and becoming more com-
fortable with acting and presentations.
She was unaware that the director of
the plays and the CEO of the Christian
retreat center were having a conflict.
The director was dismissed, and the
annual Easter Pageant would not go on
unless they could find a new director.

The program director at the retreat
center encouraged Elaine to take the
position of director, but Elaine was not
interested. Others also encouraged
her, so she said that she would pray
about it.

She recalls that as she prayed about
it, ideas of ways she could give the au-
dience a fresh look at the true story of
Easter just started flooding in—ways
she could inspire the young and give
elderly people a way to be involved in
something with a purpose. Reluctant-
ly she said yes to the position of di-
rector, believing God had given her all
her ideas. She felt inspired by God,
and the play was a success. 

God had more for Elaine to do, and
the program director approached her
again about a Christmas program—
perhaps a dinner play. She did not say
yes right away, but she did go home
and open her Bible to Matthew and
Luke. She read the Scriptures on the
birth of her Lord and all the activity,
both God-inspired and man-promot-
ed, around the nativity. Ideas for a cas-
tle setting and music honoring the na-
tivity flooded her again. She felt
confident that God would use her to
bring the nativity to life to inspire those
who could use a fresh look at an often-
told true event.

Her vision for both the Christmas
and Easter pageants was to get God’s
Word out so that people would not
only hear its message but in some
small way experience it as well.

Always referring to Scripture, Elaine
changes her plays a bit each year.
What would it be like to experience the
Christmas story through the eyes of a
shepherd or another year through the
eyes of Mary, afraid but faithful? How
did Joseph of Arimathea feel as he
came forward to claim the body of Je-
sus and offer his tomb as a burial place
for Jesus only to find, three days later,
that it was empty?

More importantly, what goes through
our minds as we offer our time and tal-
ent to others in obedience to Jesus, only
to see God increase what we have giv-
en? What is in our minds as we betray
Jesus in our own ways in our daily lives?
These are the convicting thoughts that



28 (156)

THE family name “Wesley” brings to
mind some famous individuals.

Susanna Wesley has become well-
known in Christian history for her faith
and many children, including John and
Charles. John was the organizational
founder and leader of Methodism.
However, more Christians today have
probably sung the songs of Charles
than have read the sermons of John.
This younger brother of John played
an integral part in the life of the English
church in the eighteenth century. 

Charles began his life on December
18, 1707, as the eighteenth child of
Samuel and Susanna Wesley. Samuel
was a clergyman of the Church of Eng-
land. Though he was faithful in service
and gifted in talents, he continually
struggled to meet the financial needs
of his growing family. Twice he served
time in a debtors’ prison, which was
very common for that time period (My-
ers, Singer of Six Thousand Songs,
Nelson). Susanna was the daughter of
a nonconformist minister. Quite intelli-
gent, she learned Greek, Latin, and
French as a child.

The Wesleys cared deeply for their
children and saw to their instruction.
Susanna personally taught each of her
children academics, as well as spiritu-
al and moral truths. Though often
away with the cares of the church,
Samuel instructed his children in bib-
lical truth, languages, and doctrine. He
expected thoroughness and exact-
ness in learning the lessons.

Each of the Wesley children was ex-
pected to learn the alphabet in one
day. Charles was no exception, having
pleased his parents with this accom-
plishment. With the Bible as his text-
book, he was taught to read. After one
year, he had read through God’s Word
several times.

At the age of eight, Charles was sent
to Westminster School in London,
where his older brother Samuel spon-
sored his education. John had previ-
ously been enrolled in Charterhouse
School, and they would rarely see one
another. While there, Charles gained a
love of the classics. He studied Greek

and was allowed to speak only in Lat-
in during the day. Discipline was strict,
with a regimented day carefully fol-
lowed by all the boys.

Though Charles’s father had given
him a solid foundation in Latin and
Greek (Myers), an eccentric professor
named Vincent Bourne instilled in
Charles a love of classic verse and
prose. This laid the groundwork for the
many hymns that he would soon write.
His excellence in studies gained him
the status of King’s Scholar.

After graduation from Westminster
School, Charles entered Christ Church
College, Oxford. He graduated with a
bachelor of arts degree in 1730 and a
master of arts degree in 1733. While in
his first year at the university, he lived
in pleasure, without much thought of
God. He received an awakening when
his brother Samuel reproached him for
leaving God out of his life (Myers). Fur-
ther, John consistently reminded him
that the way to life is through a narrow
gate. After a series of events, includ-
ing these rebukes, Charles began se-
riously considering spiritual realities.

Always a leader, Charles gathered a
group of like-minded students at the
university to strictly follow a set of or-
dered regulations. The group was
called the Holy Club. Others began
calling them “Methodists” because of
their strict religious “methods.” When
John returned to London, he was vot-
ed to become their leader. The Holy
Club worked tirelessly in their religious
duties. They prayed and fasted me-
thodically, systematically studied the
Bible, and consistently did acts of
charity, such as visiting prisons and or-
phanages and caring for the poor.

In 1735, Charles sailed with his
brother John to serve as secretary to
Governor Oglethorpe of the Georgia
Colony. Actually, John went to be a
missionary to the Indians. He con-
vinced Charles to travel with him, thus
securing this appointment for him.
However, prior to the trip, Charles had
not yet been ordained as a clergyman.
John made the right connections,
Charles was ordained, and they trav-

eled as missionaries to the New World.
The most striking event of the Wesley

brothers’ missionary enterprise was on
board the ship to Georgia. A group of
Moravian immigrants strongly im-
pressed them by their peace in the
midst of a storm. The Wesleys cried for
their lives, while the Moravians prayed
and sang (Myers). This left an indelible
impression on John and Charles. Later,
both would testify that they had gone to
convert the Indians but soon wondered
who would convert them.

Within a year, Charles returned to
England. It was at this time that he be-
gan writing hymns. Two events influ-
enced this: the Moravians singing dur-
ing the storm, and his encounter with
their leader, Count Zinzendorf. Charles
was impressed that even the Moravian
children could sing during the storm.
Zinzendorf reinforced the truth that
“children have no trouble believing that
salvation is the free gift of God” (Myers).

When Charles met Peter Bohler, an-
other Moravian, he came to an under-
standing of justification by faith alone.
Before this, he could say he believed in
Christ. However, he could not say that
he believed in Him alone for salvation.
Was he not a member of the Holy Club?

On May 17, 1738, Charles was read-
ing Martin Luther’s Commentary on
the Apostle Paul’s Letter to the Gala-
tians. As he read, he realized that Paul
also preached salvation by faith alone.
In his journal, Charles wrote that on
the night of May 21, he awakened
hearing the voice of a woman that
said, “In the name of Jesus of
Nazareth, arise, believe, and thou
shalt be healed of all thy infirmities”
(wesleyonleadership.com). At that
moment, he truly believed Christ! Two
days later, he wrote a hymn celebrat-
ing his conversion. Following this, he
preached to all who would listen. 

On the eleventh anniversary of his
conversion, he wrote one of his most
famous hymns: “O for a Thousand
Tongues to Sing.” As with all his
hymns, it is filled with praise, as well as
theological truths.

Testimonies of Faith

Charles Wesley: Saved and Singing
BY JAMES O. BAKER

(Continued on page 33)
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Another aspect of contentment is
that it is a work of God in our innermost
being. It is not developed by an out-
ward action but by the deep work of the
Holy Spirit in our hearts. This deep work
turns our lives away from following the
paths of this world. It focuses our plans
and purposes instead on fulfilling the
Lord’s work in the world. Our hope is
not to find satisfaction in things but in
doing the Lord’s will on earth as it is
done in heaven (Matt. 6:10). Our food is
to do the will of our Heavenly Father (cf.
John 4:34). We live on the blessing of
God because we have received the
love of God. Contentment is learned
both in the good things and in the bad
things of life. We learn to focus not on
the circumstances of our lives but on
the love of God. It is the love of God that
helps believers enjoy the sweetness of
our afflictions as well as the blessings.

A great prayer that has helped me is
found in Proverbs 30:7-9. It is the prayer
of a believer who is seeking content-
ment in his life. The prayer is this: “Two
things have I required of thee; deny me
them not before I die: remove far from
me vanity and lies; give me neither
poverty nor riches; feed me with food
convenient for me: lest I be full, and
deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? or
lest I be poor, and steal, and take the
name of my God in vain.” This is a
prayer focused on God’s provision, not
our ambitions or desires. It is a prayer
focused on God’s name and glory as
the purpose and desire of our lives. It is
the prayer of a gracious heart.

I have learned some important les-
sons that have helped me learn con-
tentment in my own life. They are tests
that showed me how to put my treas-
ure in heaven and not on earth, to fo-
cus on God’s purposes and plans
rather than on my own. I am a long way
from being able to make Paul’s state-
ment my statement, but these tests
help me examine my life and discover
where I am on this journey toward con-
tentment in Christ Jesus.

There are four tests that I use in my
walk with Christ to show me where I
am in learning to be content. I learned
them from the pastor and writer A. W.
Tozer from his book Born After Mid-
night (Wingspread). 

the view of the King of kings and Lord
of lords.

How do we learn contentment? The
key is not to try to work our way up to
a desired outcome and lifestyle but to
learn to be satisfied with our place in
life. If everything was taken away from
you, would Jesus Christ be enough?
We learn contentment not by working
out ways to meet our earthly desires
but by subtracting ourselves from the
pursuit of those desires. We learn con-
tentment by bringing our desires down
to our possessions. Again, Burroughs
helps us here, writing, “The way to be
rich is not by increasing wealth, but by
diminishing our desires.”

We learn contentment by changing
our attitude about our burdens. We learn
to see them as pathways into God’s
grace. Instead of fighting our burdens or
running away from them, contentment
teaches us to stand in them, to accept
the Lord’s discipline, and to learn the les-
sons they are meant to teach us.

We learn contentment through un-
derstanding God’s purpose in every
circumstance in our lives. We learn to
ask, “Why is this in my life?” This leads
to prayer and waiting on the Lord to re-
veal His purposes and will. Prayer is
the weapon of contentment. Joy is its
banner. Our lives are turned upside
down as the false ideas of this world
are replaced by the eternal plans of
God. The troubles of this life fade as
our focus turns instead to the bless-
ings of the kingdom of God.

The product of contentment is a
gracious heart. A gracious heart turns
our will and desires over to serving
God’s will. We begin to seek God’s
purposes in our lives instead of our
own. This produces wisdom, for we
soon learn that our plans and purpos-
es are poor and inadequate when
compared to the glorious plans and
purposes of God. Isaiah 58:10-11
gives us the promises of a contented
life: “If thou draw out thy soul to the
hungry, and satisfy the afflicted soul;
then shall thy light rise in obscurity,
and thy darkness be as the noonday:
And the Lord shall guide thee continu-
ally, and satisfy thy soul in drought,
and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt
be like a watered garden, and like a
spring of water, whose waters fail not.” 

PAUL made this statement in Philip-
pians 4:11—“Not that I speak in

respect of want: for I have learned, in
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be
content.” This statement sets the stan-
dard for the believer’s life. Contentment
is the Lord’s will for His children—in
riches or in poverty, in health or in sick-
ness, in wholeness or in brokenness. 

Contentment is missing from the
lives of many in the church today. We
are no longer contented with our lives.
We have become like the world; we
have become discontented. We grum-
ble as Israel did in the wilderness. It is
seen in our prayers, which are full of
requests and often lack thanksgiving.
And we have lost our joy in the Lord.

I believe this loss started with a shift
in our focus as the church. We no longer
seek the kingdom of God. Instead, we
seek the kingdom of this world. We no
longer strive to put our treasures in
heaven; instead, we seek our treasures
in this world. We have replaced our
hope in the Lord’s second coming with
becoming as comfortable as possible in
this world. We need to learn again how
to be contented in the Lord.

Contentment is a spiritual attitude
about our lives. It starts with an un-
derstanding of the sovereignty of God.
A contented heart places the same
faith in God whether life is good or evil.
It understands that all of life’s circum-
stances are placed in our lives to re-
move the dross of sin and to refine the
gold and silver of grace.

Paul wrote that he learned to be con-
tent. This tells us that contentment is not
our natural state. Contentment is an at-
titude we develop over the course of a
life lived in Christ (cf. I John 2:6). We
learn contentment through putting God
first, others second, and ourselves last.

Jeremiah Burroughs wrote, “A little
in the world will content a Christian for
his passage, but all the world, and
ten-thousand times more, will not
content a Christian for his portion”
(The Rare Jewel of Christian Content-
ment, Puritan Paperbacks). This tells
us that when we set our hearts on
Christ, we are contented whether we
have a little or a lot. And yet the be-
liever understands that the whole
world can never satisfy the soul. It
seems too small and insignificant in

Contentment in the Age of Discontent
BY REV. LYLE E. BEARSS

(Continued on page 37)
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IAM always glad to receive my maga-
zine from Gospel for Asia (GFA), a

dynamic, Christ-centered missions
ministry that reaches the lost in near
and remote regions of South Asia. 

Founded by Brother K. P. Yohannan, a
man who heard the call of God to reach
the unreached in India, along with his
wife, Gisela, Gospel for Asia has a large
Christian army of missionaries answer-
ing Christ’s call to “go ye therefore, and
teach all nations” (Matt. 28:19). Most of
the missionaries, men and women, are
indigenous to the regions where they
serve the people and work in specialized
mission fields. One special ministry
caught my eye in the magazine—“The
Reaching Friends” ministry. 

As I read and glanced at the pic-
tures, I realized that I was looking at
people who had leprosy. Are there still
lepers in this day and time? I wondered
to myself. As I continued reading, I
was fascinated by the outreach of or-
dinary people who felt a real call to
touch people whom most others
would never stop and look at. I read
on, my spirit rejoicing as I thought of

our Saviour, Jesus, who, through His
great charity, healed many people, in-
cluding lepers, during His time here on
earth. 

I am reminded of biblical accounts
of Jesus healing lepers: healing one
man instantly (Matt. 8:1-4; Mark 1:40-
45) and ten as they obeyed a com-
mand (Luke 17:11-19). The Holy Spir-
it also reminded me of a great Old
Testament story of the Prophet Elisha
healing a great warrior named Naa-
man who had leprosy and who was
healed by washing in the river Jordan
seven times (II Kings 5:1-14).

God’s healing power is still miracu-
lous, although in our Western world we
hear of few miracles of these types.
Yet the Lord is gracious, who has
called us all to go into all the world to
proclaim the gospel to all creation
(Mark 16:15). The call to reach out to
lepers, a group of people easily for-
gotten, was birthed into GFA’s ministry
in 2007 (“Compelled by Love,” Gospel
for Asia, Send! July 2013). 

I learned some news from the mis-
sion field from a GFA field correspon-

dent who shared some marvelous
news about what God is doing to heal
the sufferers of this debilitating and
isolating disease. “Here is an amazing
statistic: [The] World Health Organiza-
tion and the Indian Government [re-
port that], leprosy has been eliminated
from India.”

Continuing, the correspondent stat-
ed, “Now, when you read that state-
ment you feel good about it, but the re-
ality is the definition of eliminated is
less than one leprosy patient in 10,000
people. So it’s not zero. Now multiply
that with 1.2 billion and you under-
stand how many leprosy patients
there sti l l  are. That’s more than
100,000 lepers in about 1,000 com-
munities of lepers.”

In spite of the enormity of the num-
ber of sufferers of this widespread dis-
ease, the love of Christ through God’s
power is awakening men and women
to take up this cross of bringing the
salvation message of Jesus to hun-
dreds of lepers. Gospel for Asia, as of
this writing, has seventy-six workers
serving within sixty-three leprosy
communities in seven different states
in India. There are also thirty churches
among the leprosy colonies and nine
new fellowships that, it is hoped, will
grow into thriving churches very soon.

Why call the outreach the “Reaching
Friends” ministry? A field correspon-
dent told the story in Send! “We
thought we would name the ministry
differently, where they won’t have to
remember their sickness or feel the
stigma of it. So while praying and dis-
cussing, we thought, ‘Let us call them
“friends” because they have been cre-
ated in the image of God, like us . . .
Let us accept them as friends.” Our
Saviour always cared about the total
man—soul, body, and mind.

GFA correspondents also confirm
that many are cured from leprosy with
medicine. “Paramedics receive special
training on providing medical treatments
and Lady Missionaries working in lep-

Missions

Ministering Hope, Healing, and Salvation to Lepers: 
The Reaching Friends Ministry of Gospel for Asia

BY VERINDA M. BIRDSONG
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and the rejected. We too were sick in
our sin, untouchable, and far from
God; but through faith in Jesus Christ
and His work on the cross of Calvary,
He found us, and “with his stripes we
are healed” (Isa. 53:5).

Please consider being a friend to the
friendless by praying that “the Lord of
the harvest . . . will send forth labourers”
(Matt. 9:37-38)—for the continued
strength of the missionaries who are
ministering in the leper colonies, for the
leadership of GFA ministry, for contin-
ued healing and for salvation to those
who have heard the salvation message
of Jesus Christ, and for the children who
are fighting to survive in the colonies.
Prayerfully consider a love offering. 

You and your church can financially
help Gospel for Asia and the Reaching
Friends Ministry. Go to the Donate to
Leprosy Ministry section on their Web
site at www.gfa.org/cs/leprosy-
ministry. You can learn how to help by
sponsoring a family or missionary by vis-
iting their Web site. You may call them at
1-800-WIN-ASIA (800-946-2742). You
can also write to Gospel for Asia at 1116
St. Thomas Way, Wills Point, Texas,
75169 to find out about all the Gospel for
Asia mission opportunities. 

As we link hand in hand with those
who serve Christ on the battlefield of the
leprosy colonies, may we also share
what God has given us with them to
make the gospel known to these pre-
cious people whom Christ loves so
much. To offer Christ to the afflicted in
body is an invitation to bring Christ to
their greatest need—soul healing.

In His name we serve others.  �

heals, and delivers. One hundred per-
cent of the donations to sponsor a
missionary or a child go directly to the
field. GFA believes that God will cover
all the overhead costs. GFA gives God
all the praise and glory for His work.

There are grace-filled testimonies by
those who have been touched by the
love of Jesus and the gospel of the
Cross through GFA. Last September,
“Baga” lay sick and alone for his last
night on earth. When he passed away
that night, he died hidden from society
because he was a leper. As the story has
been told, it was the witness of a GFA
missionary who reached out to him and
told him the wonderful story of Jesus.
That night, Baga left this world and met
the One who died for and saved him.

Another testimony tells of a miracu-
lous healing of one of the lepers who,
in turn, committed his life to serving in
the Reaching Friends Ministry. This
man is evidence of God’s power—in
this case through prayer offered by the
GFA missionaries. Extreme boundaries
of prejudice are being broken down by
the power of love and compassion.
These are just some of the miracles
happening on the mission fields of In-
dia. You can read more testimonies and
other stories of God’s mercy for lepers
in India at www.gfa.org/send/lep
rosy. Click on Leprosy Ministry.

Within the colonies where churches
exist, believers are able to attend serv-
ices and are served the Lord’s Supper.
Missionaries also provide nutritional
foods, medical care, and clothing.
“The main goal of our leprosy ministry
is to share the love of Jesus and the
hope of the gospel with the victims of
this disfiguring disease. At the same
time, we seek to help them with the
many needs and challenges they face
in their personal lives, their families,
and their colonies” (gfa.org).

Indeed, without Christ, no one
would have hope for eternal life (I John
5:11). The missionaries and staff of
Reaching Friends Ministry reminds us
of the great love that Jesus Christ ex-
tended to all mankind, to all who be-
lieve in His death and resurrection and
who ask Him to become their Saviour
and Lord. Christ’s desire is to use all of
His people to be compassionate to-
ward those we meet in the world and
to “make disciples.”

Jesus said, “They that be whole
need not a physician, but they that are
sick” (Matt. 9:12; cf. Mark 2:17; Luke
5:31). That is His heart. He went to the
lost, the downcast, the downtrodden,

rosy colonies receive specialized train-
ing to take care of patients in the areas
of counseling, rehabilitation and helping
with physical, emotional, and spiritual
needs.” Without fear of a contagious
disease, chosen vessels of Christ are
working by the power of the Holy Spirit,
and the wounded are set free.

As “friends” of those living in the
colonies, GFA has provided three cen-
ters where patients can go for medical
care. The field missionaries report, “Five
to seven persons with leprosy may re-
ceive treatment. The center also pro-
vides medical services to other persons
who cannot afford medical treatment.”
This is good news, not only because
physical needs are being met but also
because the door for the preaching of
the Cross is being opened to those with
ears to hear the gospel message.

Sadly, before God’s call to mission-
aries to serve the people of the lepers’
colonies, many were turned away from
hospitals and were ill-treated (Send!).
Now God’s mercy can touch the un-
touchable. Just like the good Samari-
tan in Jesus’ parable that teaches us
who our neighbor is (Luke 10:25-37),
the missionaries recognize that every-
one is our neighbor. Within the sixty-
three lepers’ communities, GFA mis-
sionaries serve about 1,852 lepers
throughout West Bengal.

There is a major area of concern for
missionaries in the lepers’ colonies, and
that involves the children whose parents
or other family members are suffering
from leprosy. These children carry the
shame of having a family member with
leprosy. Many of the children move
away and get jobs elsewhere. It can be
a hard life that the children live. The
health risks are many for them. There is
a continued call for us to pray that the
children will come to know Jesus as
Saviour and have healthy lives.

In terms of future plans for the GFA
ministry, there is potential for the build-
ing of new centers, hospitals, and clin-
ics. There are opportunities to help GFA
establish this work in other unreached
leprosy colonies. As this ministry work
grows, the opportunity to share Christ
and disciple new believers in Christ also
grows. The preaching and studying of
God’s Word increases. Christian disci-
pleship is a tremendous faith opportu-
nity, “for with God nothing shall be im-
possible” (Luke 1:37). 

Gospel for Asia is a faith-filled min-
istry committed to reaching out and
serving the people of South Asia with
the good news that Jesus saves,

on a church board or committee, wit-
nessing to a neighbor, pastoring a
church, or being a missionary in an-
other country—you are working out
your own salvation. God enables you
to do it as He works in you.  �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Work Out Your Salvation (Phil. 2:12)

(Continued from page 25)
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WITH a deep sigh and an aching
heart, Missy St. Clair watched

the retreating figure of Linda Dupree
and remembered the drama of her
parting words: “If I don’t get that solo,
then I’ll just leave the church!”

“What was that all about?” Joe
Carver, the music director, asked with
a frown. “All I did was say that I want-
ed Missy to sing the soprano solo in
the choir program next month.”

“Linda’s temper fits have been a
problem for a long time around here,”
Ted Kaminski remarked. Several oth-
ers nodded as the choir rehearsal end-
ed and they all prepared to leave.

“I’ve been music director at several
churches, and I’ve never experienced
anything like this before,” Joe said. “Since
I’m new here, maybe someone can fill me
in. What’s the story with Linda?”

“Well, she blows up at new ideas she
doesn’t like or when things don’t go her
way,” Ginger Boardman said. “In this
case, she’s always had that solo. When
you changed that, Joe, she exploded.”

“I know that before he retired, Pas-
tor Johnson tried to be extra patient
with her,” Marcia Kincaid said. “I just
hope the new minister can cope with
her when he comes on board. Does
anyone know when that will be?”

“A couple of weeks yet,” Joe told
them. “He wanted to wait till his wife
recovered from her surgery. Until then,
we’re having guest preachers. Oh,
Missy, you’re still on for the solo, if you
want it.” Joe held the choir room door
open as the members departed. “Your
voice is just perfect for it.”

“Well, I’ll do my best,” Missy told him.
“But I don’t like to see Linda upset. I’d
hate to see her leave the church. There
has to be a loving solution to it all.”

“I’ll be praying,” Joe told her.
As she drove home, Missy was deep

in thought about the situation. What
could they do about Linda?

It was an ongoing dilemma around
the church, since Linda’s sharp temper
and caustic tongue were a constant
source of concern. Many had had their
own experiences with her.

Missy herself remembered a few
years earlier when a young Sunday

school teacher had had some new
ideas for the children’s classes.

“I was looking on the Internet and
found some fun puppet shows that
dramatize the Bible stories,” she had
told the older teacher. “I also found
some really great songs—”

“Oh, no! Nobody’s going to change
the way we teach this class!” The
veteran teacher responded. And thus
the other instructor first encountered
Linda’s temper.

“But it would be fun and—”
“We’re not changing, and that’s final!”

Linda stormed. “And if you don’t like it,
then you can just quit.”

So the younger teacher did.
Missy had also been present at a

meeting of the women’s society when
Beth Saunders suggested a new proj-
ect that involved one particular need
at a local Christian mission.

“They’d like to have a church
women’s group come in and lead Bible
studies and mentor the women in their
recovery program,” Beth explained.
“Many of them are victims of domestic
violence, and they’re trying to start new
lives. I’d be glad to lead the project.”

“I’ve seen some of those people
down there. They’re all deadbeats,”
Linda had snapped. “We’re certainly
not going to be a part of that!”

“But these women are new Chris-
tians, and we have an opportunity to
really help them,” Beth began. But as

society president, Linda cut her off.
“Humph!” Linda sniffed. “As I said,

they’re deadbeats, and I’m surprised
you’re simple enough to fall for that
kind of scam. Now, what’s the next or-
der of business?”

From her seat behind Beth, Missy
had seen the young woman gulp and
sit down. Those in adjoining seats cast
sympathetic glances her way.

So Beth clammed up. Missy was not
surprised when she left not long after-
ward to attend another church. And
there she did begin the shelter min-
istry—with great success.

Missy had heard other stories. If they
were true, then did it mean that Linda’s
opposition to new ideas could actually
be thwarting God’s will for the church?
Missy hesitated to believe it was that se-
rious, but she still wondered.

Missy considered another thing—
how could one person have such influ-
ence over everyone? Was it because
people did not know how to respond to
her tirades? Did they just clam up so as
not to agitate her or the situation?
But what if Linda ought to be chal-

lenged? Missy wondered. How to go
about it? Aren’t Christians supposed
to be loving and kind and not speak an-
grily or unkindly to anyone? Missy
knew that was true and was stumped
over how to respond to someone who
was emphatically not loving and kind.

Missy also wondered why Linda was

Adults

Problem Linda
BY ANNE ADAMS
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at her as she joined them.
The choir took a break after an

hour, and as Linda met with Joe to
learn the passages, Ginger and Ted
joined Missy off to one side.

“Wow! I didn’t think I’d ever see Lin-
da so, um, pleasant. How did you do
that, Missy?” Ginger asked.

“Well, I guess I was like most of us—
afraid of confronting her. But I knew
there had to be a solution, and since no
one had come up with one, I figured
we’d have to leave it to God,” Missy
told them. “After I prayed, I got an idea
from the message on II Timothy 1:7 that
the guest speaker gave last Sunday. I
think the issue was that we feared Lin-
da’s tantrums, but backing down was-
n’t the right way to handle the problem.
As the passage says, God didn’t give
us a ‘spirit of fear’, so we shouldn’t be
afraid to confront Linda. Paul said that
God gave us a spirit of ‘power, and of
love, and of a sound mind.’ So I figured
that was how we should respond. I just
prayed for the power to confront her
and then respond with love and a sense
of confidence.”

She continued. “I remember Joe say-
ing he had needed a narrator, and I
knew Linda would be good at that. So
it was just a matter of gently and lov-
ingly guiding her in a new direction. I
thank the Lord that it worked.” She
smiled as they watched Linda and Joe
in conversation. “We get a great narra-
tor, and it seems to be a solution. I hope
Linda will no longer be a problem.” �

solo— As I said before, I’ll leave the
church!”

“But Linda—” Joe started to say.
“No, Linda, that’s not the answer.”

Missy stepped forward to put an arm
around Linda and nudge her to a near-
by seat. “Leaving the church would be
a mistake. We need your energy and
drive to help us in the Lord’s work.”

Linda tried to rise, but Missy gently
pushed her back into her chair. “It’s
true that you’ve had the solo in the
past but Joe gave me the part, and I’ll
sing it.” Missy held up a restraining
palm to hold off another tirade. “But I
think there’s one thing you can do bet-
ter than anyone else in the program.”

“Just singing in the choir?” Linda
broke in. “Why, anyone can—”

“But not just anyone can handle the
job I have in mind,” Missy said firmly.
“I think Joe said that he needed to find
a narrator. You know, someone to read
the Scriptures that connect the musi-
cal numbers.” Missy quickly glanced
at Joe to catch his slight nod.

“I think that would be the perfect job
for you. You have such a lovely speak-
ing voice, and that will make the Scrip-
tures all the more meaningful. Will you
consider being the narrator?”

Linda sniffed, looked momentarily
confused, and then glanced up at the
other choir members. With another
sniff, she straightened up.

“You know, I’ve been having trouble
with my throat, and singing is getting
harder,” she announced.

“But it doesn’t seem to affect your
speaking voice,” Missy said with a
smile. “It would add a great deal to the
program. And you’re just perfect for
the job.”

Linda took a deep breath and nod-
ded slowly. “Narrator? Yes, I think I can
handle that.” After another pause, she
added, “You know, it might be a nice
change of pace.”

Missy turned back to Joe. “Don’t
you think Linda would be a great nar-
rator?”

“Oh, yes, she certainly would.” Joe
nodded. “Pastor Johnson always did it,
but now that he’s retired, I wasn’t sure
who was going to do it.” He stepped
forward. “Linda, if you’ll take your place
in the choir, we’ll continue the rehears-
al. I’ll meet with you afterward to go
over the passages you’re to read.”

Linda heaved herself to her feet, but
before she took her place in the choir,
Missy gave her a quick hug. A still con-
fused-looking Linda seemed sur-
prised as other choir members smiled

so abrasive. Could it be that she is ac-
tually insecure and angry and responds
the way she does because of that?

No matter why she did it, to Missy
the most immediately pressing issue
was the solo. Should she just let Linda
have it? That would be the easy solu-
tion, but somehow Missy felt it would
not solve anything for either the choir
or for Linda. The question remained—
what to do about Linda?

The next Sunday morning, Missy set-
tled into the pew for the worship serv-
ice. The choir was on a brief break to
prepare for their upcoming program, so
Missy and the other choir members
were seated among the congregation.

They had been blessed with several
very good guest preachers, and the
speaker today promised to be inter-
esting. Curious about the sermon text
and subject, Missy checked the bul-
letin. She saw it was II Timothy 1:7.
Reaching for her Bible, Missy looked it
up, and her finger traced the words on
the page: “For God hath not given us
the spirit of fear; but of power, and of
love, and of a sound mind.”

As she finished reading, the organ
pealed out the prelude. Missy closed
her Bible, and the service began.

Still, she could not forget the II Timo-
thy 1:7 passage and thought more about
it after church. “Spirit of fear?” Yes, that
perfectly described their situation with
Linda. People feared her and her explo-
sive responses. Yet according to Paul,
God had not given them that spirit. In-
stead, He had given them a spirit of
“power, and of love, and of a sound
mind.” So how did that apply to the
problem with Linda? As she continued
to ponder, Missy began to get an idea.

Several days later, as the next choir
rehearsal started, Linda was not pres-
ent as Joe began with the number that
included Missy’s solo. Then, as she
finished, they looked up to see Linda
enter the choir room.

“Missy, I want to talk to you!” She
came striding down toward the front.

“Yes, Linda?” Missy asked.
“That’s my solo! I told you it was

mine!”
“That’s right, Linda, you did say that,

but Joe wants me to sing it.” Missy
stepped down to stand in front of her.

“I won’t let you have it!” Linda said.
When Missy remained silent, Linda
looked from face to face in the choir as
the people tried to avoid her glare.

Then she turned to the director.
“Joe, you’ve let me down. That should
be my part! If I don’t get to sing the

Charles Wesley: Saved and Singing

(Continued from page 28)

On April 8, 1749, Charles married
Sarah Gwynne; eight children were
eventually born to them. Sadly, only
three survived to adulthood. Their
names were Charles Jr., Sarah, and
Samuel (who became a famous Eng-
lish organist and composer).

Charles lived a full life preaching,
singing, and writing. He went to be with
the Saviour on March 29, 1788, fifty
years after his life-changing experience.
The author Wilbur Konkel wrote, “If
some of us would use the one tongue
we do have to sing our great Re-
deemer’s praise, it would be much bet-
ter. Some people, to their shame, never
speak a word for Christ” (A Treasury of
Hymn Stories, Schmul Publishing).  �
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Q. Can you have your salvation taken
away for backsliding, or as some call
it, “falling from grace”?
A. You have asked a very important
question. Our joy as Christians de-
pends on assurance of our salvation.
If we go through life wondering where
we will spend eternity, we have never
entered the peaceful rest God promis-
es His children.

We will also experience confusion
and frustration if we think that maybe
we have committed some sin that may
cause us to lose our salvation. Church
people have argued for centuries over
possible answers to this question;
therefore, I do not think I can ade-
quately address all of the issues in this
short article. Also, I wish to have the
Bible speak for itself on this topic.

Consider this—“When easy an-
swers do not make it, accept faith an-
swers.” Faith answers can be very
hard to accept sometimes. By “faith
answers,” I mean that we should be-
lieve the Bible even when it goes
against human logic. God’s ways are
not our ways; God’s thoughts are not
our thoughts (Isa. 55:8-9).

This is the Word of God. “We desire
that every one of you do shew the
same diligence to the full assurance of
hope unto the end: . . . Which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both
sure and stedfast” (Heb. 6:11, 19).

We can surely depend on the prom-
ises of God. He has given us Christ,
the anchor of our souls. The Chris-
tian’s hope is sure and steadfast be-
cause it is fixed on the Person, blood,
and righteousness of Christ.

This is the Word of God: “If God be
for us, who can be against us?” (Rom.
8:31). “Who shall lay any thing to the
charge of God’s elect? It is God that
justifieth” (vs. 33). “Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ?” (vs. 35).
The conclusion is that nothing “shall
be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus” (vs. 39).

This is the Word of God: “Blessed be

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). He has “predesti-
nated us unto the adoption of chil-
dren” (vs. 5). “He hath made us ac-
cepted in the beloved” (vs. 6).

This is the Word of God: After giving
the marvelous promise that “all things
work together for good to them that
love God” (Rom. 8:28), Paul wrote,
“Moreover whom he did predestinate,
them he also called: and whom he
called, them he also justified: and
whom he justified, them he also glori-
fied” (vs. 30).

Jesus Himself gave a blessed prom-
ise as recorded in John’s Gospel: “My
sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me: and I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand” (10:27-
28). He then added these comforting
words for greater emphasis: “My Fa-
ther, which gave them me, is greater
than all; and no man is able to pluck
them out of my Father’s hand” (vs. 29).

Be careful. Verses of comforting as-
surance should not make us careless
about sin (Rom. 6:1-6). Hebrews 2:1-4
warns that there are consequences for
neglecting such a great salvation. If we
flippantly say, “I am saved, and I can
do anything I want because God can-
not take away my salvation,” we
should question whether we are saved
to begin with.

Children in God’s forever family en-
joy a peace that surpasses human un-
derstanding. Jesus Christ is Lord. We
believe His Word. �

Do you have a question you
would like answered? Send it to:
Counseling Corner, Union Gospel
Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland,
Ohio 44101 or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Counseling Corner).

Book Reviews
Downes, George. Who Needs God? Cicero,

New York: 5 Fold Media, 2012. 

DOWNES’S goal in writing this book
was “to open up the thinking of

our generation to the truth of God’s
identity, and to address our responsi-
bility to teach and train our youth in the
knowledge of this truth.”

In ten short chapters, the author high-
lights major issues and biblical reasons
for believing mankind needs God very
much. Basic truths of Scripture are dealt
with in a conversational style.

Attention is given to the under-
standing of sin and how it separates
man from God. The cure for this alien-
ation from God is to be born again. An-
other helpful chapter describes what it
means to be a Christian. Highlighted is
the truth that man is most certainly the
greatest of all God’s creations. Believ-
ers and unbelievers will profit from this
book, which reveals George Downes’s
heart—the heart of one who has been
a pastor for over forty years.

Geisler, Norman L. and Tunnicliffe, Patty.
Reasons for Belief. Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta: Bethany House Publishers, 2013.

One of the greatest Christian apolo-
gists today is a coauthor of this excel-
lent book. Norman Geisler, with Patty
Tunnicliffe, has succeeded in setting
forth answers to ten essential ques-
tions that are commonly asked by
many today. These ten are introduced
by explaining why we need to have the
right view of truth. After giving easy-
to-understand answers to very basic
questions, the authors clearly explain
how God’s truth should impact our
lives; in other words, what does all the
evidence mean to the individual read-
er? Needless to say, if one does not
believe that the Bible is the Word of
God, the answers will not satisfy the
inquirer.

This book should be in every church
library and also in the library of every
Christian. The authors made answers to
difficult questions accessible to the av-
erage reader. One does not need to be
an apologist for the Christian faith to un-
derstand this book. The questions ad-
dressed are not imaginary ones; they are
true and contemporary. The answers are
also satisfying to the open and receptive
mind. I unhesitatingly endorse and
heartily recommend this work. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

God’s Forever Family
BY DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.
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sheer volume, constancy, and com-
plexity of communications are too
hard to consciously manage any-
more.” We end up having an urge to
connect everything to everything (and
to ourselves), which is quite frankly im-
possible. We thereby “ignore the spe-
cial peculiarities, idiosyncrasies and
paradoxes of activity occurring on the
human and cultural level.”

Social networking heightens the
sense that we are what we perceive and
experience as individuals and that “the
recordable bits of information about our-
selves reflect who we are” (Rushkoff).

The point here is that in present
shock, we draw paranoid connections
when there are none, which actually
can foster a deeper paranoia. Victims
of present shock can make sense of
the bombardment of data only by
making all of it connect to themselves,
when it is not truly about them.

FIFTH SYMPTOM OF PRESENT
SHOCK

“Apocalypto” refers to the desper-
ate desire to find an end, a way out of
the disease of present shock; but
since we live in a postnarrative culture
with no beginning and no middle,
there will, therefore, be no end. Ac-
cording to Rushkoff, there can be only
“a chronic plateau of interminable
stresses that seem to have always
been there.” The end result will be
chaos and the loss of civility. 

Present shock causes us to seek or-
der out of chaos. The bleak reality of
present shock is that there really is no
order to be found.

As Christians, how should we think
about this rather provocative and dis-
turbing topic? Present shock captures
the technological component of post-
modernism. Present shock, with all its
life-robbing aspects, feeds postmod-
ernism with a force and a power that
understandably produces despair. 

With that in mind, let me sketch five
characteristics of biblical Christianity
that offer a cure to the symptoms of
present shock.

SECOND SYMPTOM OF PRESENT
SHOCK

“Digiphrenia” refers to the relentless
assault of information from e-mails
and social media, messaging and
posting, and our seeming inability to
“keep up.” This often leads to a near
panic, even rage—a “schizophrenic
cacophony of divided attention and
temporal disconnection” (Rushkoff).

Rushkoff wrote, “Time in the digital
era is no longer linear but disembod-
ied and associative . . . In the digital
universe, our personal history and its
sense of narrative is succeeded by our
social networking profile—a snapshot
of the current moment.”

Time is no longer neutral, for hours
and minutes are very specific to us now.
By resurrecting two Greek terms—
chronos and kairos—Rushkoff summa-
rized the unintended result of digiphre-
nia: we sacrifice kairos (the richness,
meaning, and purpose of time) for the
mastery of chronos (the mathematical
calculation of time—hours, minutes,
seconds). The point is that present
shock is profoundly destabilizing.

THIRD SYMPTOM OF PRESENT
SHOCK

“Overwinding” means we are increas-
ingly compressing time and its conse-
quences, results in “the short forever—
the effort to squish really big timescales
into much smaller or nonexistent ones”
(Rushkoff). The result of this is quite se-
rious. When everything is rendered in-
stantly accessible via the Internet, cul-
ture becomes a single layer deep.

The point here is that present shock
leads us to overwind. We magnify the
stakes for any given moment of our
time. We seek to consume more infor-
mation instantly (instant gratification),
and the journey disappears.

FOURTH SYMPTOM OF PRESENT
SHOCK

“Fractalnoia” refers to our seeming
inability to make sense out of the bar-
rage of disconnected data in “a world
without time.” Rushkoff wrote, “The

IJUST finished reading a book by
media theorist Douglas Rushkoff en-

titled Present Shock: When Everything
Happens Now (Current Hardcover). Al-
though it is not written from a Christian
perspective, it is a penetrating and
thought-provoking book. It captures
quite brilliantly the unsettledness and
disorientation that many teens feel to-
day—Christian teens included. Any ef-
fective teen ministry must come to terms
with “present shock” and its symptoms.

PRESENT SHOCK DEFINED
“Present shock” is the human re-

sponse to living in a culture that is al-
ways on real time, happening now. The
term and the study of it concerns the im-
pact that living in a digital environment
has on all of us. It is believed that it has
had an adverse effect on personal rela-
tionships and our concept of time.

FIRST SYMPTOM OF PRESENT
SHOCK

“Narrative collapse” means having
no metanarrative, or grand narrative,
that explains or helps make sense of
things. Because of technology and ac-
cess to instantaneous information, we
can no longer find the meaning of
things; there are no value-anchoring
stories to aid in our search for meaning.
We live in an era when people are view-
ing “storyless TV” (that is, sitcoms with
meaningless storylines, and reality TV).

Rushkoff also cited the Occupy Wall
Street movement, which, he stated,
“constitute[s] the first truly postnarra-
tive political movement.” It lacks a
specific goal, and its “leaders” cannot
really define what they want and when
their “movement” will end. 

Video games have surpassed all oth-
er forms of entertainment in market
share and cultural importance “because
they engage with players in an open-
ended fashion, they communicate
through experience instead of telling,
and they invite players into the creative
process.” They are “infinite games.” 

The overall point is that present
shock deconstructs the narratives that
give life meaning and purpose.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Teens and “Present Shock”
BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.

(Continued on page 47)
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MARIA walked along the beach
picking up seashells. She

stopped, picked up a sand dollar, and
looked at it intently as she walked at
the edge of the surf. Her eyes began
to swell with tears. She dropped to her
knees and began to pray out loud. She
did not notice that there were people
watching her.

“Dear Lord, please help Mom. I’m
only sixteen, and I need her. Please,
Lord, I want our lives to be normal
again.” Maria sobbed.

Maria lived in a small beach town on
the mid-Atlantic coast. Two years ago,
her mother had been diagnosed with
cancer. They were all anxious about
getting her mother’s test results to de-
termine how she was progressing with
treatment. Maria was scared and
needed the Lord to help her.

As she cried, Maria began repeating
her favorite Bible verse, Joshua 1:9,
over and over again: “Have not I com-
manded thee? Be strong and of a
good courage; be not afraid, neither
be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou
goest.”

On the far side of the dune, two
teenagers, a boy and a girl, were
watching Maria. Moved by compas-
sion, the pair approached her. “Hey,
are you OK?” the boy asked. Maria
jumped at discovering that someone
was with her on the usually deserted
beach. It was winter, and usually no
one would be around.

“Yes, I’m fine,” she said as she rose,
wiping her tears. “Where did you two
come from?” she asked. 

“We are staying for a couple of
weeks at the house behind that dune
over there. I’m Andy, by the way. Andy
Fields.” Andy shook Maria’s hand.

“I’m Brittany, Andy’s sister,” the
older girl said. Maria shook Brittany’s
hand. “Are you visiting here too?”
Brittany asked.

“No,” said Maria, “I live here year
round.”

“Wow,” said Brittany, “that’s great.”
“What is there to do here in the

winter?” Andy asked.
“Nothing much. Fishing, kayaking in

the bay, and taking walks are about it,”
Maria replied.

Off in the distance, a woman was
calling for Andy and Brittany. Maria
noticed that they both stiffened. Andy
called back in a frustrated tone, “We’re
coming!”

“What’s wrong?” Maria asked.
Brittany said, “It’s a long story. My par-

ents fight all the time. We’d rather stay
here than be with them, but we have to
go for now. Will we see you again?” 

Maria answered, “Sure. I live in that
beach house on the rise over there. I
usually spend the warmer part of the
afternoon on the beach; sometimes I
fish. I’ll bring extra poles this afternoon
if you would like to fish with me.”

“That sounds like fun,” Andy re-
marked. Brittany did not look so sure.
“See you later,” Andy called back as
they left.

Maria watched as Andy and Brittany
walked away. She could tell that they
were worried about the situation with
their parents. As she walked back to
her house, she began to formulate a
plan to get to know them better. Maria
stopped in her tracks, faced the water,
and began praying for her new friends
and their parents.

Later that afternoon, Maria set up
chairs and fishing poles on the beach
for her new friends. She discussed her
plan with her parents at lunch, and

they had been eager to help her. Maria
smiled for the first time in days as she
began putting her plan into motion.

Andy and Brittany showed up a few
minutes later. The afternoon passed
quickly as they pulled in six fish big
enough to eat. Maria and Andy did the
baiting, while Brittany was content to sit
and hold the pole, shrieking with delight
whenever she felt a tug on the line. They
were enjoying themselves when Andy
and Brittany’s father walked up.

“How’s the fishing?” he asked. Brit-
tany shrugged her shoulders, and
Andy muttered, “It’s all right, I guess.” 

Maria introduced herself to her
friends’ father. “Hello, I’m Maria,” she
said.

“Hello, Maria, I’m Dan Fields.” 
“Come look at our fish, Mr. Fields,”

Maria said.
They walked over to a large bucket

in which the fish were swimming in
saltwater. Mr. Fields said, “Those fish
are making me hungry. What are you
going to do with them?”

Maria replied, “I fish down here all the
time, and we have plenty in our freezer.
I’ll help you guys clean these, and you
can have them for dinner tonight.”

This got Andy’s attention, and he
walked over to the bucket where Maria
and his father were talking. “We can
clean these?” he asked.

“Sure,” Maria said. “I do it all the

Teenagers

Not My Plan
BY SUSAN D. AVERY
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showing us such love this week.
Would it be possible for us to rededi-
cate our lives and our marriage to
Christ, with all of you as witnesses?”

Maria’s father and mother hugged
them both, and they dropped to their
knees to pray. Soon, everyone got
down on their knees.

Andy and Brittany were stunned.
They had not yet trusted Christ, but they
could no longer resist the conviction
that they felt. Both of them dropped to
their knees and surrendered to Jesus.
Maria prayed with them as they began
a new chapter in their lives.

Three days later, Maria was waving
good-bye to her newfound friends.
Maria said to her father, “I am so glad
that my plan worked out.”

“Your plan?” he asked.
“Did you plan for their parents to

draw closer to Christ? Did you plan for
your friends to trust in Christ? I seem
to remember your plan was to get
Andy and Brittany away so that Mr.
and Mrs. Fields could spend some
time alone while you enjoyed the com-
pany of your friends,” he said.

Maria thought for a moment and
smiled. “You’re right, Dad. It was not
my plan. It was God’s plan.”

“But I am sure He is pleased that
you were so willing to be a part of it,”
he said. �

that night, Maria prayed for Andy and
Brittany and their parents. She
thanked the Lord for such a good day.

The next few days flew by. Maria
spent a lot of time with her new friends.
She learned that Andy and Brittany’s
parents were having marital trouble, and
the teens were angry and scared. She
was sure her plan was going to work.
Maria also found out that Andy and Brit-
tany occasionally attended church, but
they were not too sure yet about trust-
ing in Jesus as their Saviour.

It was the big day, and kayaking with
the teenagers from church was a lot of
fun. Andy and Brittany could not re-
member when they had had so much
fun. Everyone returned to Maria’s
house for the cookout and bonfire.
There were fifteen teenagers, includ-
ing Andy and Brittany.

After dinner, the group gathered
around the bonfire on the beach.
Maria’s father called everyone to atten-
tion and began his Bible study. As he
closed out his lesson, he said, “Many
times there are trials in our lives over
which we have no control. It seems it is
impossible for anything good to come
out of trials. But remember that Jesus
said in Matthew 19:26 that “with men
this is impossible; but with God all
things are possible.”

He handed all of the teenagers an
empty seashell and a permanent mark-
er. He said, “I want you to write down on
your seashell something that is troubling
you. It should be a problem or a fear.”

Everyone wrote on their seashells as
they were instructed. Maria’s mother
stepped in front of the fire and said,
“Anything is possible with God. I wrote
on my shell that I have been afraid that
my cancer is still bad. However, I got the
call this afternoon that I am cancer free!”

Maria jumped up and hugged her
mother. She had been so busy making
a plan for her friends that she had for-
gotten to worry about her mother’s can-
cer. Her mother said, “Take your shells,
and cast them into the gulf. Know that
with God, all things are possible!”

Everyone threw their shells into the
gulf. Andy and Brittany had both writ-
ten down the impossible situation with
their parents. They turned from the
water and saw their parents walking
toward the bonfire. They were sur-
prised to see that their parents were
laughing and holding hands.

Andy and Brittany ran to their par-
ents, and they all hugged one another.
When they reached the group at the
fire, Mr. Fields said, “Thank you all for

time. It’s really easy.” 
Mr. Fields took the bucket to a fish-

cleaning station that was set up at his
house. Maria began packing up the fish-
ing supplies while Andy tried to convince
Brittany that it would be fun to clean fish.

“Let’s move our fishing gear up to my
boardwalk. I’ll run in and tell my parents
that we’re going to walk down to your
house to clean the fish,” Maria said.

In a short time, they found them-
selves looking at several fillets for the
evening dinner. Brittany had grimaced
as each fish was cleaned, while Andy
excitedly got to clean one himself.
While they were cleaning up, Andy and
Brittany’s mother came down the
stairs. “I’m Pam,” she said, introduc-
ing herself to Maria.

“I’m Maria. I live just up the beach
from here. I’ve been enjoying the day
with Andy and Brittany,” she said.

Maria noticed that Andy and Brittany
were suddenly tense. Nothing seemed
wrong, but the fact that their parents
were together made them nervous.

Maria quickly broke the awkward si-
lence and said, “While all of you are here,
I wanted to ask you something. In three
days, the teenagers from our church will
be spending the day and evening to-
gether. During the winter break, we have
activities a couple of times a week host-
ed by families of the teenagers in our
youth group. My family will be hosting.

“We’ll go kayaking in the bay, which
is warmer at two o’clock in the after-
noon. After kayaking, we’ll return to
our house. My parents will build a
huge bonfire on the beach. We’ll have
a cookout, and then my parents will
lead a Bible study for the group.

“At nine o’clock that evening, the
parents of all the teenagers will join us
for a brief family time around the fire
before everyone goes home.

“It will be lots of fun. I would love
for Andy and Brittany to come and for
you, Mr. and Mrs. Fields, to join us
later by the fire.”

Mr. and Mrs. Fields looked at each
other and smiled. Andy and Brittany
chimed in together and said, “Please,
please, can we go?”

“That sounds like a fun day for you—
sure, you can go!” Mr. Fields said.

“Great! In the meantime, you’re all
welcome to come down to our house
anytime,” Maria said.

Maria left the family and returned
home smiling. Her plan was working,
and she was happy about it. After sup-
per, Maria told her family about her day
and her plans. As she said her prayers

Contentment in the Age of
Discontent

(Continued from page 29)

The first test is to ask, “What do I
value most in my life?” This question
focuses on my possessions. It asks
me to look at where I spend my time
and money. Time and money are clear
indications of what I value in my life.

The second test is to ask, “What
would I most hate to lose in my life?”
This focuses on what I think I cannot
live without in my life. This tests my
priorities.

The third test asks, “What do I think
about the most when I am free from the
daily things of life?” This tests where my
thoughts are. Private thoughts show us
our desires and wishes.

The final test is to ask, “What gives
me the most pleasure in my life?” The
answer should be glorifying God and
enjoying Him forever.  �
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AT times, deciding who is worth
following can be very confusing.

People follow athletes and celebrities
when they aspire to be like them.
Some people like to be known by
whom they follow on social networks.
Other people may just be following
their pride and want other people to
follow them. Everybody is following
someone or something.

As Christians, we know we should
be following Jesus; however, Satan
can tend to cloud that simple truth. In
a family in which God is honored, fol-
lowing Jesus may seem to be a no-
brainer; but outside, in popular cul-
ture, things are different. Satan
sometimes uses the immense pres-
sure from people your age who are
not following Jesus. It is easy to be-
gin questioning the reasons for your
commitment to Jesus when there do
not seem to be any benefits for fol-
lowing.

In fact, it may not only be hard to see
any benefits of following Jesus but it
may also be easy to see the disadvan-
tages of following Him. Trying to see
our situation through God’s perspec-
tive can seem like trying to see through
a dense fog.

In addition to facing pressure from
non-Christians in the world, your situ-
ation can become even more confus-
ing based on what you see happening
with Christians. The decision to take a
stand for what is right, even among a
group of Christian friends, can be
costly. Christians can still fall into sin
and sometimes even justify sin in their
lives. Sometimes hanging around
Christian friends can bring more prob-
lems than hanging around with non-
Christian friends does. A knowledge of
the grace God offers can be distorted
in someone’s mind and lead him to be-
ing comfortable with his sin.

I remember battling with this idea as
I was growing up. I also remember be-
ing confused about who really was fol-
lowing Jesus and what it really meant
to follow Him. People I knew who
claimed to follow Jesus did not seem

to live their lives any differently from
non-Christians. Furthermore, they did
not seem to have a sense of guilt but
seemed to be enjoying their lives.

Taking a stand for Jesus can mean
standing up to your Christian friends
who are doing something wrong. Es-
pecially in those moments, it can be
difficult to see any benefits to standing
for Jesus. You may start to ask your-
self, Is it really worth following Jesus?

So the question remains: who is re-
ally worth following? Is it Jesus, or
should you compromise for the bene-
fits of following people? Is popularity
or approval from your friends worth
compromising on what you know to be
right? Is it really worth making sacri-
fices to swim upstream against the
culture?

When we face pivotal decisions like
this, it is important to look to God’s
Word. God’s Word is the only word on
which we can truly depend. This is all
the more reason to turn to the Bible
when the right choice does not seem
clear.

Mark 7:31-37 gives an account of
Jesus’ power and grace as He
reached out to mankind. By this point
in Jesus’ ministry, He was already fa-
mous. Crowds of people were follow-
ing Him everywhere He went. Some
people may not have known why they
were following Him. Many other peo-
ple were following Him for the wrong
reasons. Jesus had performed many
miraculous acts, which were the
source of His fame. Sadly, many peo-
ple followed Jesus only because of the
wonderful acts He did. They wanted a
miracle more than they wanted Jesus.

At this point in the Gospel of Mark,
Jesus had just returned from a trip into
Gentile territory in an attempt to get
some rest. However, even among the
Gentiles, Jesus’ fame was wide-
spread. In this passage, a crowd of
people brought to Him a deaf man with
a speech impediment. The people
begged Jesus to heal him because
they were excited to see a miracle.
However, Jesus demonstrated His

care for the deaf man by taking him
aside from the multitude of followers.
Jesus was more concerned about the
well-being of the deaf man than He
was for the attention of the crowd.

The deaf man had probably been a
spectacle and amusement to people
all his life. He was being treated the
same way in this situation. Jesus’
healing of this deaf man was an hon-
est demonstration of love.

When Jesus healed the deaf man,
He did not just lay his hand on him; He
actually put His fingers in the deaf
man’s ears and His spit on the deaf
man’s tongue. This was not some sort
of strange magic; it was Jesus’ way of
communicating to the deaf man. Je-
sus was showing him that these two
parts of his body were about to be
healed.

Jesus also demonstrated his emo-
tional connection to the deaf man
when He sighed as He healed him
(Mark 7:34). Jesus was touched by hu-
man pain and infirmity brought on by
living in a fallen world.

This account demonstrates the dis-
tinction between the benefits of atten-
tion from people and of the authentic
love of Jesus. Jesus understands per-
fectly who God has designed us to be.
He did not seek to humiliate the deaf
man; He understood him and em-
pathized with his misery. This love
causes people to follow Jesus.

In following Jesus, we must remem-
ber it is on His terms, not ours. Fol low-
ing Jesus on His terms means obedi-
ence. Many people associate
themselves with Christianity and go to
church simply for what they think they
are getting out of it. Many people just
want to be saved from their sins and
have an assurance of salvation—with-
out really following Jesus on His
terms. They may still go to church, but
they live their lives their way instead of
obeying Jesus.

When people do that, they are act-
ing just like the crowds that simply
wanted Jesus to do a miracle for them.
They did not really want Jesus for who

For Teens Only

A Saviour Worth Following
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Q. How should Christian teens ap-
proach dating relationships with other
Christian teens?
A. This is a vital question today. As a
counselor, I am frequently asked to
help rescue marriages from trouble.
The challenge often relates to things
that were done in the “dating” period.

A good rule of thumb is to never do
anything with another person that you
might regret later. Do not embarrass
yourself or your partner. The Golden
Rule works well in dating situations:
“Whatsoever ye would that [others]
should do to you, do ye even so to
them: for this is the law and the
prophets” (Matt. 7:12).

One question I nearly always ask peo-
ple when talking about dating is, “Do you
read the Bible and pray together?” If
they answer no and I further inquire as to
whether or not they both are believers,
their answer is very important. No un-
equal yokes are permitted in Scripture.
Now, I realize that dating is not a yoke
and that a person may present himself
as a believer; but if it then becomes
known that one of them is a nonbeliev-
er, the dating relationship should end.

If both do profess Jesus Christ as
Saviour but are still not reading or pray-
ing together, I wonder, at least, whether
the relationship is too physical. Many
people lay a very weak foundation in
their dating days and live to regret this
weakness later on. What you are when
you date is quite likely to be what you
are as you get engaged or married. No
house can survive very well if it is built
upon a weak foundation.

Dating and all other interpersonal
time together can be a wonderful and
fun practice if it can be maintained in
a healthy and God-honoring manner.
The things that you do and encourage
in any relationship say a lot about who
you are and about your relationship to
our Lord Jesus Christ. I hope you can
hold your head up to Him. �

If you have a question you want an-
swered, send it to: Teen Scene, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. What is integrity, and why is it so im-
portant?
A. Let us see whether we can be clear
about what “integrity” means. Other
words that are closely related to this are
“honesty,” “truthfulness,” “reliability,”
and “honor.” Integrity relates to charac-
ter—who you really are. We can say it is
regarded as the honesty and truthful-
ness of one’s actions. Integrity can be
considered nearly the opposite of
hypocrisy. Sometimes we hear “What
you see is what I am,” meaning that the
person is transparent, consistent, and
not deceitful. In James 5:12 we read,
“Let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay;
lest ye fall into condemnation.”

Why is being honest, truthful, trans-
parent, and consistent important? Life
is made up of millions of little decisions.
Someone once said, “If a man will steal
a penny, he will steal a million dollars.”
John said, “Whosoever hateth his
brother is a murderer” (I John 3:15).

Also, Jesus said, “Ye have heard
that it was said by them of old time,
Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever
shall kill shall be in danger of the judg-
ment: but I say unto you, That whoso-
ever is angry with his brother without
a cause shall be in danger of the judg-
ment” (Matt. 5:21-22).

It seems clear that if a person will lie
about one thing, it may be very difficult
to trust that person with another mat-
ter. I remember a politician who was
unfaithful to his wife, but he wanted us
to trust him with the government. I
wondered, “If the guy will lie to his
wife, why should I expect to trust him
with the government?”

If while writing an essay at school you
“borrow” from another person (that is
called “plagiarism”), how will the teacher
know whether you really have a grasp of
the material that is being covered? If you
steal from another author and call his
work your own, can you be trusted in any
important matter that is before you?

There will be very urgent times when
you need to be trusted. But if your repu-
tation makes it difficult to do so, how will
you navigate those very important times
when lack of trust becomes a problem?

He was. Assurance of salvation from
our sins is a great gift that God gives
to those who repent and believe in Je-
sus, but those who are His also seek
to obey His commands.

Once you have decided to follow
Jesus, you need to remember to keep
your eyes on Jesus, not on the people
around you. It is important to encour-
age your friends and others in their
faith in Jesus, but it is not your job to
know whether every single person you
know is a genuine follower of Jesus.
This could lead to more confusion, and
it could also cause you to be harsh and
judgmental toward others. Keep your
eyes on Jesus, and you will view peo-
ple the way He does. You will love and
encourage people who know Him and
lead others to Him.

First John 2:3-4 tells us that we
know we are following Jesus if we are
obeying His commands. Jesus com-
manded His disciples to love others
and each other as Jesus had loved
them (John 15:12). Followers of Jesus
will be marked by love. Loving people
demonstrates our love for Jesus. This
means we will be driven not by our
selfish interests but by what is truly
good. You can do this by helping peo-
ple instead of using them for your own
benefit. 

If gaining approval from your friends
or a popular crowd means hurting
someone else, you must not do it. Fol-
lowing Jesus means sacrificing for
others. Be a friend to someone who
needs a friend, even if that does not
seem to have any benefits for you.

Fame and approval from people
may offer benefits for a time, but they
come at a high price. People may
praise you when you are popular or fa-
mous. That is not true of love. Instead
of seeing you as a human being creat-
ed by God, you are there for their grat-
ification, much as the deaf man was
nothing more than a spectacle to the
crowd. 

In addition, people’s approval may
leave you in a moment when you no
longer live up to their expectations or
act the way they want you to act. In
contrast, Jesus’ love never leaves you,
no matter what you do. You cannot ful-
ly compare to Jesus, but His love does
not depend on that. There are no qual-
ifications for receiving grace. Jesus
extends grace even though we are sin-
ners, and we do not deserve it. There
is no one more worthy to follow, and
no one is more worthy of our wor-
ship. �

Teen Scene
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CHARLOTTE hung her wet swim-
suit and towel on the clothesline.

She gave the towel a little flick to make
sure it hung straight before going into
the house through the back door.

“Mom, I’m home!” she shouted. She
called a few more times as she wan-
dered through the house. Finally she
heard her mother’s answering voice.

“I’m here, Charlotte! Can you come
and give me a hand with the gro-
ceries?” she called.

Both the back hatch and the side
doors of the car were open. Many box-
es and bags were in view.

“You didn’t tell me that you were go-
ing shopping.” Charlotte’s voice was
accusing. Shopping was one of her fa-
vorite activities!

“I know you would have enjoyed
coming along, but Cassie is going to
be away for the next month and will
miss the party. I thought it was more
important that you spend time with
your friend,” Mom said.

“Still, it would have been fun to go
along,” grumbled Charlotte.

“If it makes you feel any better, I’ll
show you what I bought as soon as we
are unloaded,” Mom said.

“I can live with that,” Charlotte said.

She grinned at her mother as she be-
gan picking up grocery bags. By the
time they were done, every possible
space in the fridge was packed tight.
The cupboards were full, and a few re-
maining objects were pushed to one
side on the kitchen table. The only re-
maining unopened package was a
large shipping box.

Inside were packages of red, white,
and blue bunting. They were pulled
out first. Then there were cups and
paper plates with a U.S. flag pattern.
A package of streamers, all in red,
white, and blue, and small flags came
next. There were so many things that
they threatened to spill off the table
and onto the floor. Finally, at the bot-
tom of the box, was a thin, flat pack-
age. Charlotte reached in and lifted it
out.

“What are ‘cling flags’?” she asked. 
“They are window clings,” said

Mom. Charlotte seemed not to under-
stand, so Mom opened the bag and
pulled one out. “Put this on the back
door window.”

“But it has no tape,” said Charlotte.
“Just try it,” Mom insisted.
Charlotte did.
“That is cool, Mom!” she shouted

enthusiastically. She pulled up a cor-
ner and smoothed it down again be-
fore lifting the whole cling off the win-
dow and putting it back in another
place.

Charlotte did not have much time to
think about the decorations for the rest
of the afternoon. Mom needed help
with the laundry. Then they would start
baking things to share for the Fourth of
July party. It was just a couple of days
away.

The late afternoon sun was shining
into her room when Charlotte went in
to put clean clothes away. The light
projected a dimmer version of the flag
window cling onto the white bed-
spread.

At first, Charlotte wondered where
the image had come from. Then she
remembered the flag she had put there
earlier. She went and stared at the win-
dow cling, then she looked through it.

The white parts did not make any-
thing outside look much different—a
little blurry maybe. The blue area made
the blue sky seem brighter. The green
grass and the plants in the garden
looked funny as she peered through
the blue.

Then she looked through one of the
flag’s red stripes. She looked at the red
rose blossom outside her window. It
was almost white! That is so odd, she
thought. She was going to get anoth-
er load of folded laundry to put away
when she heard the words of a hymn
her mother was singing. She was
singing “Blessed Be the Fountain”
(Latta).

“Wash me in the blood of the lamb,
and I shall be whiter than snow,” she
sang.

Charlotte smiled. Her mother had a
talent for singing hymns that related to
what she was doing. Unconsciously,
she began singing the words in her
own mind as she went from room to
room, putting away clean clothes.

While singing the chorus, she
thought about the words. Why would
anyone wash himself in a lamb’s
blood? Well, obviously the hymn was
speaking about Jesus, the Lamb of

Boys and Girls
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The Puffin

BY WANDA ERBSE

THE puffin, an unusual bird, is more
at home in the water than in the

air. To see a wild puffin, you would
have to take a trip on the ocean. A puf-
fin lives most of its life at sea, far from
the sight of land, sitting on the water
and flying over and swimming under
the sea in search of food.

Puffins have been called “clowns of
the sea” and “sea parrots.” God de-
signed their bodies with an oil gland
that helps them to clean their feathers
and to make their feathers waterproof.
This enables them to spend an ex-
tended time on and in the water.
Puffins return to land only to nest.

Once a puffin is on land, he must
master the technique of getting back
to sea. The birds are fairly good
fliers, but they do have trouble with
their takeoffs and landings. In order
to have a safe takeoff, they need to
dive off a cliff or a steep slope. This
technique also helps them escape
predators such as gulls, ravens,
peregr ine fa lcons,  eagles,  and
crows. Puffins also have the ability
to inflate their bodies like balloons,
speeding their flight from their ene-
mies.

The puffin uses his brightly col-
ored beak to attract a mate. Like a
puffin’s beak, his feet become very
colorful during the mating season.
Once a puffin has found his mate
(usually for life), the pair finds a suit-
able place to nest. Rarely are puffins

imagination and made her wonder
what it was like to be a photogra-
pher. Her mother must know an aw-
ful lot!

“How did you learn all of that?” she
asked, forgetting what they were talk-
ing about for a moment.

“I went to school to learn it,” said
Mom. “Let’s talk about the filters
again. Maybe it will answer your ques-
tion.” She got the conversation back
on track.

“You know how we say that when
you ask Jesus to be your Saviour, you
are washed in His blood? What is
blood like?”

Charlotte paused for a moment. “It
is thick and sticky. I remember when I
cut my finger. The blood was all over
my hand. It was hard to get off.”

“Right,” said Mom. “When we are
washed in Jesus’ blood, it covers
everything—sort of the way the flour
covered my hand.” She went over and
held her hand under running water to
clean off the flour.

“When God looks at us and our
sinful hearts, He does not see Jesus’
blood itself. It is like a red filter.”
Mom looked around, trying to see
something that would help her ex-
plain.

“I think I know,” Charlotte said as
she jumped up and ran to her room.
She peeled the plastic flag cling from
the window and raced back to the
kitchen with it.

“What a great idea!” Mom ex-
claimed as she recognized what her
daughter had in her hand. She opened
a high cabinet and carefully took down
a red crystal vase. She set it on the
counter.

“If you look at the vase through a red
stripe of the flag, it will act as a filter.
What do you see?”

Charlotte held up the plastic cling
and looked through it at the vase. Then
she looked away before putting it back
again.

“That is so cool!” she said. Her face
broke into a grin. “The vase is red, but
it looks white when I look through the
red on the window cling.”

“That is because the red on the win-
dow cling acts as a filter and absorbs
the red light waves,” explained Mom.
“When we are saved, our sins are cov-
ered by Jesus’ blood. All God sees
then are clean hearts.”

“That makes sense, Mom. I’m glad
you explained it using my flag. I won’t
forget it.” �

God. She thought back to the time she
had skinned her knee. The white
washcloth she had used to clean the
wound had been stained. It was not
made as white as snow. Multiple
washes did not get the stain out. Why
was that? Perhaps Mom knew.

Charlotte put the last of the laundry
away and went to the kitchen to help
make supper.

“Mom,” she began, “could you help
me figure something out?”

“I can try,” said Mom. “What’s the
problem?”

“I was thinking about the words to
the hymn you were singing. Some-
thing did not make sense to me. How
can washing something in blood make
it look whiter?”

“You know,” Mom said, “that is a
very good question. Maybe I can show
you instead of trying to explain it.”

Mom reached into the cupboard
and pulled out a bag of flour that she
kept there. She opened the top but
kept her hand above the bag. She
turned her hand over and looked at
Charlotte.

“What color is my skin?” she asked.
“It is a light brown color,” said Char-

lotte.
Mom nodded and thrust her hand

into the flour. Then she pulled it out
and held it up as she had before.

“What about now?” she asked.
Charlotte looked at the light coating

of flour on her mother’s skin.
“It’s white,” said Charlotte.
“Why is my skin white now?” asked

Mom.
“Because it is covered with flour,”

Charlotte said. “But how does God
see our hearts as white when they’re
really black with sin like you have
taught me?” she asked.

“It all goes back to the light,” said
Mom. “Let me see whether I can ex-
plain it better to you than with flour. Do
you remember what job I used to
have?”

Charlotte nodded. “You used to be
a studio photographer.”

“That’s right,” said Mom. “Some-
times if we were looking for a special
effect in a picture, we would use dif-
ferent kinds of filters.”

Charlotte’s face broke into a smile.
“I remember those. I liked the star fil-
ter best of all.”

Mom nodded. “I like that one too;
but we also used color filters, some-
times on the camera lens and other
times in front of the lights.”

That memory sparked Charlotte’s

Noah’s Ark
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seen on or near mainland shores,
choosing instead to rest on islands
in the ocean. The female lays only
one egg per year, and the birds are
very attentive parents, both helping
in the parenting process. They are
kept very busy feeding small fish to
their young, making as many as
eight trips a day for food.

Icelandic children spend many
nights observing the pufflings. They
are always ready to assist the young
if they have an unsuccessful flight
and fall to the ground. At birth, a
puffling does not resemble an adult
puffin. At six weeks it begins to look
similar to its parents, with a brightly
colored bill and feet, making for a
very regal-looking bird. Because the
puffin’s coloring is somewhat similar
to the penguin, many people have
mistakenly thought these birds to be
related.

The puffin, however, is a member of
the auk family, a group of diving sea
birds with short tails and necks.
These birds are strong swimmers.
The most common puffin is the At-
lantic puffin, the smallest of the three
puffin species. The largest puffin is
the tufted puffin. It is named for the
tufts of yellow feathers on the sides of
its head. The medium-sized puffin is
the horned puffin. The fleshy horns by
its eyes are the trait for which it is
named.

A puffin uses his beak for a lot
more than catching and carrying
food. During the mating season, it
comes in handy as a chisel or a
shovel with which to burrow into the
ground. It also uses its beak as pli-
ers to remove rocks from burrows.
These rocks can weigh twice as
much as the bird itself. Though
rather small in size, the puffin is quite
a strong bird.

About forty days after hatching, the
puffling realizes it is time to strike out
on its own. His God-given instincts be-
come his best companion as he learns
how to swim, catch fish, and stay safe.
Puffins are admired as rugged
seabirds, known for their ability to ride
the frothy seas.

God equips each and every animal
He created with what that creature
needs to survive. In the same way,
God promises in His Word to meet all
of our needs when we are His chil-
dren. As Philippians 4:19 says, “My
God shall supply all your need ac-
cording to his riches in glory by Christ
Jesus.” �

You and Your Bible
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

Solomon, King of Israel

Solomon’s Choice

Solomon became king of Israel. Find and circle the words from II Chronicles
1:7-12 that appear in the list below.

SOLOMON  NIGHT  ASK  DAVID  WISDOM
WEALTH  KING  RICHES  JUDGE  GIVE

T E X B L T Y S O L O M O N
Y O W I S D O M X R W G Y I
D C E M O K I W H P D D J G
A M A S K H E J U D G E C H
V T L M I N P H G D I V M T
I H T V N O T Y T E V S Y Z
D U H M G K R I C H E S X T

Read II Chronicles 1:7-12, and fill in each blank with one of the words from
the Word Search list above.

1. God appeared to ______________ in the _____________ and said to him,
“________ what I shall __________ thee” (verse 7).

2. Solomon’s father was ____________. God made Solomon _________ (verse
9).

3. Solomon asked God for _____________ to ____________ God’s people
(verse 10).

4. Solomon did not ask for honor or _____________. God gave Solomon his
request for wisdom (verse 11).

5. God told Solomon He would also give him ______________, wealth, and
honor (verse 12).

�Solomon’s Choice:1. Solomon, night, Ask, give; 2. David, king; 3. wisdom,
judge; 4. wealth; 5. riches. Wisdom of Solomon:1. b; 2. d; 3. a; 4. c.

Answers:

Wisdom of Solomon

Read I Kings 4:29-34. Match the statements in the first column with those in
the second column to complete the sentences.

1. ____ God gave Solomon wisdom a. three thousand proverbs
(verse 32).

2. ____ Solomon’s fame b. and great understanding
(verse 29).

3. ____ Solomon spoke c. to hear the wisdom of
Solomon (verse 34).

4. ____ Many people came d. spread to all the nearby
nations (verse 31).
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Wit and Wisdom

William Hazlitt: “Silence is one
great art of conversation.”

* * *

Henri Frederic Amiel: “Obstinacy
is will asserting itself without being
able to justify itself.”

* * *

“If ignorance is bliss, why aren’t
more people jumping up and down for
joy?”

* * *

“Free enterprise gives everybody a
chance to get to the top. Some de-
pend too much on the free and not
enough on the enterprise.”

* * *

“No one agrees with the opinions of
others. He merely agrees with his own
opinions expressed by somebody
else.”

* * *

De La Rochefoucauld: “Why must
we have enough memory to recall to
the tiniest detail what has happened to
us, and not have enough to remember
how many times we have told it to the
same person?”

* * *

A. A. Latimer: “Picnic: Upon this
theme / I’ll briefly touch: / Too far / To
go / To eat / Too much.”

* * *

“As a person gets older, he suspects
that nature is plotting against him for
the benefit of doctors and dentists.”

* * *

“What a married couple should save
for their old age is each other.” �

—compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

Our Long Tomorrow

Thomas Moore: “Take all the pleas-
ures of all the spheres / And multiply
each through endless years— / One
minute of heaven is worth them all.”

* * *

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones: “We
can safely say that the two chief bless-
ings in heaven will be to see our
blessed Lord and Saviour, and to be-
come like Him.”

* * *

Henry G. Bosch: “Weary traveler . . .
take heart! . . . The Best is Yet to be!”

* * *

Richard Rothe: “Oh what blessed-
ness it will be for a man, when he has
reached his destination and rest, when
he has become a being perfectly bal-
anced, completely in harmony with
himself and with the external circum-
stances of his existence!”

* * *

Dr. James M. Gray: “Who would
mind the journey, when the road leads
home?”

* * *

F. C. Jennings: “Never one shade of
disappointment shall we have; the fu-
ture will be far beyond all that we can
conceive.”

* * *

Gerhard Ter Stegen: “And what
have I? An endless Heaven of love, / A
rapture, and a glory, and a calm; / A life
that is an everlasting Psalm, / All, O
Beloved, in Thee.”

* * *

Samuel Rutherford: “Draw by the
curtain, and look in with . . . longing to
a kingdom undefiled, . . . reserved for
you in heaven.”

* * *

Amy Carmichael: “What a lovely
company is There—all loving, all
beloved.” �

—compiled by Donna Poole.

“My daddy’s a preacher; what’s your daddy’s
racket?”

“You know, dear, I believe you’re better at fish-
ing for MEN.”

“Don’t say we murdered them. Just say we
WON.”
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THE evening began as numerous
other evenings had started—qui-

et and comfortable. I settled down in
my favorite chair and looked forward
to a few hours of peaceful and organ-
ized reflection in my often-intense and
impulsive life. In a memorable moment
of time, though, the evening took on a
spiritual significance that not only im-
pacted me deeply then but also con-
tinues to impact me in a profound way
today.

The phone rang, and I reluctantly
answered with a selfish awareness of
how much I disliked untimely interrup-
tions. When I heard my daughter’s
voice, though, I was immediately
roused from my sinful isolation and
made myself available for conversa-
tion. It became apparent that my adult
daughter just wanted to talk with her
dad. In fact, at the end of our conver-
sation, my daughter said these vulner-
able and vibrant words: “Sometimes a
daughter just needs to hear her fa-
ther’s voice.”

As I hung up the phone, I was
overwhelmed with a variety of mem-
ories and emotions. Joy, thankful-
ness, pride, and love mingled with
memories of past failures and cur-
rent challenges. Together they left
me with a significant lesson of deep
spiritual impact.

Prompted by the Holy Spirit, my
mind was directed to the profound
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
said, “My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me: and I
give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand” (John
10:27-28). These verses just happen to
be my wife’s life verses. Talk about an
incredible family moment!

As the Spirit continued to direct my
thoughts (it never ceases to amaze
me how this indescribable ministry
takes place), I began to reflect upon
the significance of a father’s voice.
The following are my thoughts; I pray
that they are an encouragement to
you.

A UNIQUE VOICE OF SAFETY AND
SECURITY

Abandonment and abuse are two
fears of people living in a sin-cursed
world. Earthly fathers are called by
their Creator to counteract these fears
in the lives of their children through in-
tentional love and purposeful interac-
tion (cf. Eph. 6:4). These deliberate ac-
tions must be accompanied by the
loving and attractive sound of a fa-
ther’s voice that promotes a safe and
secure home environment.

Please pay special attention to the
testimony of a former nurse in the
newborn nursery who dealt with in-
fants who were screaming, scared,
and stressed immediately following
their birth.

I’d see the baby’s father hanging
around, often not sure what to do, also
looking a little stressed and unsure of his
surroundings. So I would say, “Come over
here, stand right here next to your baby,
and just start talking to your son.”

I would encourage the father to lean
down close to his baby, and speak some
quiet words of comfort. I would say, “It’s
okay . . . he knows your voice . . . go ahead
and talk to your baby.”

The father would start to talk to his child,
sometimes using his child’s chosen name,
and say things like, “I love you. It’s okay. I’m
here. You’re going to be okay. You’re safe.
You’re my son. I love you. Everything’s going
to be alright. I’m here now, I’m here.”

Remarkably, once the baby heard his fa-
ther’s gentle voice, he would calm down, his
body would relax and find rest, he’d become
very quiet. The baby’s heart would stop rac-
ing, his respirations would calm down. This
little newborn child would often strain to turn
his head towards “that voice,” blinking
through the bright lights, instinctively trying
to “see” the voice that he knew so well.

In this very scary new world outside of
his mother’s warm and safe womb, this lit-
tle child had found peace, he knew he was
safe, he knew he was not alone, he knew
everything was going to be alright, he
knew he was where he was supposed to
be . . . within the sound of his father’s voice
(“Connecting with Your Child Before
Birth,” dadsadventure.com).
Whether the child is a newborn son or

an adult daughter, the gentle voice of a
loving and protective father who is filled
with the Holy Spirit can help remove fear
and replace it with safety and security.

AN ATTRACTIVE VOICE OF
KNOWLEDGE AND INSPIRATION

Insecurity and isolation are two more
fears that infect people living in a sin-
cursed world. Earthly fathers are called
by their Creator to counteract these
fears by respecting the unique individu-
ality of each child and modeling for him
or her a life that is worth imitating and
following (cf. Prov. 22:6; I Cor. 11:1).

One way that fathers can help ac-
complish their spiritual calling of verbal
affirmation is through approval and in-
spiration. All children seek out approval.
From their earliest years, children thrive
on their parents’ approval—or starve for
lack of it. For children, parental approval
helps to shape their unique patterns of
behavior, hopefully for the good.

Sadly, too many children hear a voice
of criticism and indifference from the
man whose support is so crucial to their
emotional development. In this life, chil-
dren desperately need to hear from their
fathers affirming words of approval and
encouragement. Such words can help
alleviate any sense of personal inade-
quacy, which can be quite debilitating.

An anonymous individual once said,
“Children are great imitators; so, give
them something great to imitate.”
Baby ducklings are ready to follow
their mother anywhere; children will
similarly imitate their father’s voice
and actions. Spiritually mature fathers
understand this developmental char-
acteristic and assume the responsibil-
ity to inspire their children with godly
conversation.

Like an adult sitting in the back of a
canoe, steering it, and looking ahead
for dangerous logs or rocks in the riv-
er, so a godly father will guide his chil-
dren’s lives with holy conversation. His
speech will be gracious and inspiring,
containing neither “foolish talking, nor
jesting, which are not convenient: but
rather giving of thanks” (Eph. 5:4). As
a result, children will unhesitatingly fol-
low him with courage and joy.

The significance of a father’s voice
is undeniable. What will your verbal
legacy to your children be? �

Dad’s Den

The Significance of a Father’s Voice
BY THOMAS R. CHMURA
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ing. When God created the earth, He
knew that we would need a Saviour to
make atonement for our sins, so He
sent His sinless Son to die once for all.
When we choose to put our faith in Je-
sus Christ and all that He has done for
us and repent (say “I’m sorry” and turn
away from sinful behavior), we receive a
new life on earth filled with purpose,
peace, and power, as well as the assur-
ance of a home in heaven. Does this
mean we will never sin again? Oh, no!
But when we do, I John 1:9 assures us,
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.”

“I’M LISTENING”
Have you ever tried to talk to some-

one who was not really paying atten-
tion to you? Frustrating, isn’t it? Con-
sider how our children must feel when
they try to tell us something and we are
not really listening. Is it any wonder
that as they get older, they often tune
us out and miss our words of wisdom?
Let us make an effort to really focus on
what they are saying, no matter how
young or old they are. It is amazing
how entertaining they can be, but we
really have to be listening to enjoy their
comical words and phrases.

And what about God? Do we actual-
ly listen for His direction, or do we mere-
ly give Him a list of prayer requests, say
“Amen,” and go on our way? Psalm
46:10 admonishes us, “Be still, and
know that I am God.” Being still has be-
come a lost art in our society. We are so
busy—busy with the cares of this life—
that we cannot hear God’s voice.
C. S. Lewis wrote, “God whispers to us
in our pleasures, . . . but shouts in our
pains.” The choice is ours. Let us com-
mit at least ten minutes each day to re-
ally listen for God’s wisdom and direc-
tion; the blessings will truly astound us!

Erma Bombeck had it right: changing
our lives to include more “I love yous,”
more “I’m sorrys,” and more “I’m listen-
ings” is the right thing to do and should
be the desire of our hearts. Every day
we have the opportunity to make this
change a priority. Just do it! �

ago, but what I said was important to her
then, and it still is now. In our family, we
always say “I love you” before ending a
conversation, whether it is hanging up
the phone, falling asleep, or walking out
the door. As mothers, we need to be sure
that our children know by our words as
well as our actions that they are loved.

“I’M SORRY”
“I’m sorry”—just two little words.

When I looked online, I found fifty pages
with helps for ways to say “I’m sorry.”
There are poems, quotes, songs, and
cards, just to name a few. For some rea-
son, “I’m sorry” seems hard to say, and
many people apparently need lots of
help to verbalize this simple phrase. Is
it, perhaps, that by saying “I’m sorry,”
we are admitting we have committed a
wrong or inflicted a hurt?

In his book Surviving Friendly Fire
(Nelson), the late Ron Dunn, a pastor,
best-selling author, and founder of
LifeStyle Ministries, wrote that the
Bible makes it clear that fellowship
with Christ and fellowship with one an-
other go hand in hand. He stated, “We
cannot remain in fellowship with Christ
if we are not in fellowship with one an-
other. We can’t be right with God and
wrong with our neighbors.”

Jesus Himself taught this concept
when He said, “First be reconciled to
thy brother, and then come and offer
thy gift” (Matt. 5:24). As mothers, we
must begin teaching this lesson to our
children when they are toddlers. They
need to know that while saying “I’m sor-
ry” will not free them from the conse-
quences of their wrong behavior, it is
the first step to making things right. As
they get older, they will inevitably real-
ize that even mothers make mistakes.
When this occurs, it is essential that we
admit our wrongs, say “I’m sorry,” and
ask them for forgiveness. Because chil-
dren learn what they live, it is impera-
tive that we set a good example.

In addition to the “I’m sorry” spoken
to one another, there is another signifi-
cantly greater apology we are given the
opportunity to make. It is our “I’m sor-
ry” spoken to God, and it is life-chang-

IF you were given the opportunity to
live your life over, is there anything

you would change? Erma Bombeck,
one of America’s favorite humorists
and newspaper columnists, was once
asked that question. Her first answer
was a resounding no! However, after
thinking about it, she changed her
mind. The result of her musings was a
delightful little book titled Eat Less
Cottage Cheese and More Ice Cream.
I came across her book in the library
and could not resist checking it out.

Having the opportunity to change
your life is a mind-boggling concept!
The first thing I would change is the
number on my bathroom scale! How
about you? How would your life be dif-
ferent if you could live it over again?
Bombeck’s book brought smiles to my
face and tears to my eyes as I reflected
on my own life. On one of my favorite
pages, she stated, “There would have
been more I love yous . . . more I’m sor-
rys . . . more I’m listenings.” I think God
would have liked that page too.

“I LOVE YOU”
What is love? Mushy cards? Fancy

chocolates? Warm, fuzzy feelings?
Not primarily. Love expresses itself in
godly character as well as in gifts and
words, and most of the time our ac-
tions speak louder than our words.
First Corinthians 13 describes love as
patient and kind, not jealous, boastful,
or arrogant. It states that love does not
act unbecomingly or seek to have its
own way. Love does not keep long
lists of wrongs suffered but rejoices
with the truth. Love “beareth all things,
believeth all things, hopeth all things,
endureth all things. [Love] never
faileth” (vss. 7-8). What a definition—
and what a challenge! God’s pattern of
love is never easy, but it is always right.

It is thus, though, that words of love
are also important. Those we love need
to hear that they are loved uncondition-
ally and that we will always love them.
My daughter vividly recalls these words
I once said to her: “Kristin, I do not like
what you are doing right now, but I will
always love you.” That was a long time

One Mother to Another

Change Your Life
BY SANDRA REEG
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IHAD just concluded the Bible study
portion of a small group meeting at

my church. I then asked whether there
were any prayer requests or praises
from members of the group. Several
members either updated us on previ-
ous prayer requests or presented new
matters for prayer. Then Sandy asked
us to continue to pray for the salvation
of her unsaved sons and daughters-
in-law.

We had been praying for this re-
quest for two years, ever since Sandy
and her husband Gregory had joined
our small group. They had just re-
turned from a visit with her sons’ fam-
ilies and had attended grandparents’
day at her grandchildren’s school. A
member of the small group asked why
her sons and their wives always
seemed so hostile to the gospel when-
ever they were with them. We had no
idea of the embarrassing situation
Sandy was about to reveal.

After a brief pause, Sandy’s eyes
filled with tears. One of the members
of our small group rushed over to her
and hugged her until her tears abat-
ed. Then, in a weak voice, Sandy
replied, “Both of my sons and their
wives have told me that they consid-
er me a bad financial manager and
thus a bad example of a Christian.
They want nothing to do with any re-
ligion I practice.”

The group was surprised at this very
unexpected statement. Many assured
Sandy that in their eyes, she was a
great example of a Christian.

I told Sandy that her children were
just using her as an excuse to leave
God out of their lives. But she would
not be placated. Her loved ones
seemed to have convinced her that
she was a poor example of a Chris-
tian—and she agreed with them!

We did our best to demonstrate love
to Sandy and to assure her that she
was a wonderful child of God who did
a great job in the children’s ministry at
our church. The opinions of her family
members were just that—opinions.
And in the humble view of our small

group, their assessment was false.
Family members can sometimes

show hostility toward our faith. I have
personally heard from extended fami-
ly members who said that they were
happy that I had found religion but that
I should keep it to myself. They were
content not having any religious be-
liefs at all.

How can we effectively witness to
family members who strongly disavow
God’s message of salvation and seem
to have no room for God in their lives? 

The gospel has often brought divi-
sion within family circles—not through
any fault of the gospel itself but be-
cause of the rebellious attitude of sin-
ful, unrepentant hearts.

Jesus said to His disciples, “Think
not that I am come to send peace on
earth: I came not to send peace, but a
sword. For I am come to set a man at
variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the
daughter in law against her mother in
law. And a man’s foes shall be they of
his own household. He that loveth fa-
ther or mother more than me is not
worthy of me: and he that loveth son
or daughter more than me is not wor-
thy of me” (Matt. 10:34-37).

Jesus was preparing His disciples
for their ministry, and He wanted them
to realize that members of their own
families might exert pressure on them
to abandon their newfound faith in or-
der to remain in their good graces.

Jewish families today often reject
and disown family members who fol-
low Jesus. Our Lord knew that incred-
ible pressures would be exerted on
those who believed in Him by unbe-
lieving family members.

As heartbreaking as these family di-
visions can be, a Christian must not let
his natural affections for unsaved fam-
ily members cause any weakening of
his faith in Christ.

Sandy’s sons who told their mother
that her faith was worthless because
of her poor financial management
skills were probably looking for an ex-
cuse to leave God out of their lives and

ignore their own sin.
In fact, no matter what reason fam-

ily members give for rejecting Christ as
their Saviour, it is an excuse to fill their
lives with some worldly substitute for
God.

So how can we reach an unsaved
family member who is resistant to
the gospel? Let us ask this question
of God’s prophet to Jerusalem, Jer-
emiah, who faced resistance to
God’s message from everyone in the
city. Though Jeremiah repeatedly
preached God’s message of repen-
tance to the people of Judah, we are
told of no converts during some forty
years of faithful ministry!

Jeremiah faced continual hostility
from fellow Jews. Just after God called
him, He said, “For, behold, I have
made thee this day a defenced city,
and an iron pillar, and brasen walls
against the whole land, against the
kings of Judah, against the princes
thereof, against the priests thereof,
and against the people of the land.
And they shall fight against thee; but
they shall not prevail against thee; for
I am with thee, saith the Lord, to deliv-
er thee” (Jer. 1:18-19).

Jeremiah was faithful in conveying
God’s message to Judah. The
prophet said something to the people
of Jerusalem that we should also take
to heart when dealing with recalci-
trant loved ones: “O Jerusalem, wash
thine heart from wickedness, that
thou mayest be saved” (Jer. 4:14).
Our loved ones need to know that we
want to be together with them in
heaven. Thus, repentance of sin and
turning in faith to Christ as Saviour is
necessary. Like the Apostle Paul, we
can say of our loved ones, “Brethren,
my heart’s desire and prayer to God
for Israel is, that they might be saved”
(Rom. 10:1).

Our loved ones may fight against us,
but they will not overcome us, for God
is with us to sustain us. “In all these
things [adversities] we are more than
conquerors through him that loved us”
(Rom. 8:37).

Family Life

Reaching Resistant Family Members
BY LON F. ACKELSON, TH.D.
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Keep loving them as if an F5 torna-
do were heading toward their home as
they all slept. Your love would impel
you to make every effort to wake and
warn them of the impending destruc-
tion.

I will never forget the joy of one par-
ticular church member after her son
was saved. She and other Christians
had prayed for his salvation for thirty
years!

Remember the words that Jesus
told His disciples about something
they doubted could ever be done:
“With men this is impossible; but with
God all things are possible” (Matt.
19:26).

Be aware that unsaved loved ones
suffer from spiritual blindness. Pray
for God to work in their hearts, mak-
ing them open and receptive to the
message of the gospel. Demonstrate
a changed life before them, and treat
them with love. �

a significant change from what you
were before you trusted in Christ as
your Saviour.

“Sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear: having a good
conscience; that, whereas they speak
evil of you, as of evildoers, they may
be ashamed that falsely accuse your
good conversation in Christ” (I Pet.
3:15-16).

A Christian parent needs to speak
lovingly to his children even when they
speak harshly to him about his faith in
Christ. His words and actions should
be such that it would be unexpected
by the unsaved person. This may
eventually elicit a question as to why
the parent is treating his loved ones in
a manner different from what they
would have expected.

4. Love your unsaved relatives, and
pray for those who keep rejecting Je-
sus. This type of love (in the Greek,
agapē) is a sacrificial love that comes
from the love with which God fills all
Christians by His unconditional ac-
ceptance of them. In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus told His followers, “I
say unto you, Love [agapē] your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you” (Matt. 5:44).

A Christian parent needs to demon-
strate sacrificial love to his unsaved
children and their spouses as a result
of being filled with God’s love for him.
A parent would never want harm to
come to his children and would do all
he could to protect them from danger.
A parent of unsaved loved ones does
not want eternal harm to come to
them, but they cannot avoid such a
grim future on their current path. Thus,
this parent cannot avoid the topic of
salvation with his loved ones.

The parent’s message may be
something such as, “I know you are
very intelligent people. I am sure you
would not reach an important view
about life and death without being as
certain as you can about it. What do
you think happens after death?” When
an incorrect answer is given, ask them,
“Where did you learn that?” You should
then share what the Bible teaches
about life after death. Read Hebrews
9:27 to them. Tell them that, if possible,
you would move heaven and earth in
order for them to go to heaven and
avoid eternal condemnation.

We need to be faithful to the Lord’s
message of salvation, no matter how
it is belittled or mocked. Thus, in the
case of the sons and daughters-in-law
who rejected Sandy’s faith, her words
would not convince them otherwise.
Nonetheless, she needed to continue
to live a changed life before her loved
ones and be patient.

Sandy told our small group that she
had become a Christian later in life
and that neither she nor her children
had ever attended church. Her chil-
dren had had no exposure to Chris-
tianity until after they left home. Now,
as adults, they seemed to resent ef-
forts by Sandy to witness to them and
their children whenever she visited
them. They often reminded her that
she had not thought they needed
God when they were living at home.
What was good enough for them as
kids, they thought, was good enough
for them now that they were older and
could make their own decisions. Now
they had no room in their lives for
God.

The Bible has much wisdom about
sharing your faith with unsaved family
members. Here are a few points to
keep in mind:

1. Remember that they are spiritual-
ly blinded by Satan. “If our gospel be
hid, it is hid to them that are lost: in
whom the god of this world hath blind-
ed the minds of them which believe
not, lest the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine unto them” (II Cor. 4:3-4).

2. Pray for God to open your loved
ones’ spiritual eyes and make their
hearts open and receptive to the mes-
sage of the gospel. “The effectual fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much” (Jas. 5:16).

Our small group has been praying
faithfully that Sandy’s children and
their spouses would give a fair hearing
to the gospel. So far, that has not hap-
pened, but nothing is impossible with
God. We have been praying for two
years and seem to be receiving the an-
swer “wait.” Persistence in prayer is
important.

During the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus said, “Ask, and it shall be given
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened unto you: for
every one that asketh receiveth; and
he that seeketh findeth; and to him
that knocketh it shall be opened”
(Matt. 7:7-8).

3. Demonstrate a changed life be-
fore your loved ones. They need to see

1. The biblical metanarrative (the big
picture of life and existence) centered
on Jesus Christ gives meaning, struc-
ture, and purpose to life. His life and
work are the key to the biblical meta-
narrative of Creation, the Fall, re-
demption, and restoration.

2. Biblical Christianity centers on
God and His purposes. It is the most
profoundly stabilizing force there is.
Faith and trust in Him produce stabili-
ty and give meaning to life.

3. Biblical Christianity says much
about the new covenant rest that ac-
companies salvation from sin. This is
the ultimate antidote to “overwinding.”

4. The paranoia that accompanies
present shock is overcome by the bib-
lical worldview, in which we learn to
see things the way God sees them. His
purposes become our purposes.

5. Present shock’s “apocalypto” is
overcome by the biblical view of final
events. The return of Christ and the
establishment of His kingdom should
be our focus.

Present shock is a real disease for
many of our teens. It produces de-
spair. The antidote to that despair is
Jesus Christ. �

Teens and “Present Shock”

(Continued from page 35)
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IT was January 5, 1995. My wife, 
Lisa, and I had been back in school

at Northfield Baptist Christian for only
a few days after Christmas break. We
were getting ready to leave for the
day. We were usually on our way
home by 3:30 P.M., but on this partic-
ular day, some things had held us up.
The secretary found me and told me
that I had a phone call from my broth-
er. It was bad news—there had been
an accident. He believed our father
had been involved and that he had
been killed.

The accident had occurred just
down the road from my parents’
house. My dad was on the way to
pick up my nephews and niece—
Luke, TJ, and Kaitlin—from the Chris-
tian school they attended. If anything
good could be said of the incident, it
would be the fact that it happened as
he was on the way to pick them up
rather than afterward. In the latter
scenario, he would not have been the
only one killed in the accident. It is
quite likely that no one would have
survived. The tragedy would have
been far worse.

It took us forty-five minutes to drive
to my parents’ home from the school.
My wife and I spent the time in prayer.
We both prayed for a miracle. It
seemed to be such a long drive. When
we got to my parents’ town, we saw
my brother Todd standing in the road
with a policeman. It was confirmed
that my father had been in the acci-
dent and was, indeed, gone.

It all seemed like a bad dream. Just
that quickly, life had changed. I hurried
into the house to check on Mom.

The last time I saw Dad was on
New Year’s Eve. Who would have
ever thought that when I kissed him
good-bye, it would be for the last
time?

My father was born in 1928. He
was the middle son in a family of
boys. His father had been injured
when a horse fell on his leg, and he
had had to have surgery. During the
surgery, the doctors did not straight-
en his leg; so from then on, he

walked with a limp. This meant Dad
and his brothers had to help more
with all the chores.

Dad’s parents were religious but
not true believers. Dad did not come
to know the Lord until later in life. At
the age of seventeen, he entered the
army by not being truthful about his
age. He ended up going to Japan af-
ter the bombs were dropped on Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki. I remember
him telling us that those cities had
looked like wastelands, with just
parts of a few buildings left standing.

He stayed in the army for one tour
of duty and then came back home.
After this, he married my mother. He
always talked about how she was the
most beautiful woman he had ever
seen. 

He became a Christian when I was
nine years old. The Lord completely
transformed him. The night he came to
know the Lord at Canton Baptist Tem-
ple, he came home and broke his pipe
collection. He then went out to the
garage and broke all the beer bottles
(Mom would not allow beer in the
house). People who had known him in
the past could not believe how much
he had changed. The Bible tells us that
at salvation, we become a new cre-
ation in Jesus Christ (II Cor. 5:17).

Dad really grew in the Lord. He loved
going to church. He loved to be with
people. He began to sing in the choir.
I would watch him sing with a smile on
his face.

After the accident, all the times I
spent with Dad came rushing back to
me. We had spent hours together
working on projects in and around
the house. I enjoyed those times so
much!

Dad and I talked a lot. He taught me
so much. I remember that as I watched
him, I saw a man who was kind. He
would do anything for anyone. It took
a lot to upset him. We would be work-
ing on a job, and if it was not going
well, I would be stressed; yet he would
remain calm.

Many times after the accident,
Mom and I had talks about Dad. We

knew God had a purpose for the ac-
cident. We knew it would be used for
His glory.

It gives you such peace when you
know that God has a plan and that
nothing is accidental. Even when
your heart is broken, He is with you.
You can lean on Him and find peace.

There were many Bible verses that
got our family through this tough time.
One that helped us very much is found
in Psalms: “Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of his saints”
(116:15). If all of us were to take hold
of this verse and realize what it is say-
ing, it would change our attitudes dra-
matically. When we consider how our
Lord feels about something we con-
sider to be the tragic death of one of
His children, how can we not be full of
hope?

To know that Jesus welcomed Dad
into heaven with open arms gives me
great peace. I will one day see Dad
again. I cannot think of anything bet-
ter.

I have heard some people say that
if they were able, they would go to
heaven and bring a loved one back. I
would never even consider such a
thing. My dad is with his Saviour. He
is happy beyond measure and is at
peace.

I pray that I can be an example to
others in the way Dad was to me. He
was a man who loved God with his
whole heart.

A friend of mine named Bill Hudec
wrote a poem about Dad. I will share it
with you.

Dear father, for me it’s a time to
remember,

To cherish the days we shared;
For my heart to find its solace in
The nurturing way you cared.
Within your gentle tender love,
Your children were blessed to grow.
My achievements are because of you
And the love you’d ever show.
You were my mentor; my best friend;
My inspirational chord.
I always sought to follow after
Your faithful walk with the Lord.
All this and more is your legacy;
How I love you, words can’t tell.
I’m glad our faith means no “good-byes,”
Just a “see ya!” as farewell. �

Dad
BY MITCH DOMER
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also, as lively stones, are built up a
spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to
offer up spiritual sacrifices, accept-
able to God by Jesus Christ.” Each in-
dividual must place his faith com-
pletely in the Lord Jesus Christ not
only for salvation but also for victory in
living. “In him we live, and move, and
have our being” (Acts 17:28). 

If our children are sometimes too
weak to call on the Lord in prayer,
then it is our responsibility to pray for
and with them until they receive a
breakthrough. Please refuse to be-
lieve that there is anything too difficult
for God (Matt. 19:26).

Remember that “the effectual fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man” (cf.
Jas. 5:16) is very beneficial. You should
do according to Hebrews 11:6 and be-
lieve. Applying the Word of God,
prayer, praise, and worship with a sub-
missive and sincere heart toward God
somehow connects us with the power
of the Holy Spirit after we have be-
lieved. Our young people need that just
as we need to turn on the faucet to get
water when we are thirsty. We cannot
expect it to be any different for them.

Now, we all have heard the expres-
sion “You can lead a horse to water but
you cannot make it drink.” This may be
true, but fathers must make the effort to
get children to the Living Water. The
Lord Jesus Christ is still the Saviour, De-
liverer, Keeper, and Champion of the
souls that trust in Him. So we must
teach our youths to worship not only
with songs but also by submitting to the
Holy Spirit. They will live in His power (cf.
Acts 1:8). It is the same power that
raised Christ from the dead (cf. Rom.
8:11). There is no other power to destroy
drug addiction, the captivity of satanic
music, and any manner of sexual sin.
The same power also draws the young
person to repentance; so do not give up
on the misguided and the disobedient. 

Please do not stop trusting God
even when a young person does not
want to listen to you encourage him to
worship and follow Christ. The love of
God reaches into the deepest and
darkest places when you are unable
to. Let us go forth reminding them that
God seeks those who will worship Him
in spirit and truth (cf. John 4:24). �

against spiritual wickedness in high
places” (Eph. 6:12). Let us not allow our
young people to be directed or diverted
away from their callings. Jesus is com-
ing again in the same manner as He as-
cended and in due time (cf. Acts 1:11).
There is no time to waste. 

Some of our youths are really in spir-
itual trouble and need to be reminded
of or introduced to what God told those
in similar situations: “I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith
the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected end. Then
shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go
and pray unto me, and I will hearken
unto you. And ye shall seek me, and
find me, when ye shall search for me
with all your heart” (Jer. 29:11-13).
Without God’s help, there is no possi-
ble way for you or our youths to whole-
heartedly seek God. There is so much
distraction that is designed to lessen
their attention to the need for the rela-
tionship God has made readily avail-
able through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Those principalities and powers
mentioned earlier infiltrate their device
of choice and plant seeds of rebellion
that can only be combated at the
Cross. We must teach them that fol-
lowing Christ is much more than a one-
time commitment. If they want the en-
emy of our souls to flee (cf. Jas. 4:7-10),
they must daily submit and worship
Him in their entire beings for what He
has done. If the power of the Holy Spir-
it is not manifested in their hearts and
minds, can we really blame them for
feeling overwhelmed, defeated, and
choked with the cares of this world?

Also, how can we see a positive
change or victory over the wages of sin
in their lives if we do not or cannot ex-
emplify consistency and dem onstrate
real spiritual fruit so that they can ob-
serve what it looks like? Children are in-
telligent enough to know the difference
between a phony and the genuine arti-
cle, and they will not believe us if we con-
tinue to tell them “Do as I say and not as
I do.” The world is seductively and bla-
tantly encouraging things contrary to the
worship of God and leading them astray. 

We are by no means saved or trans-
formed by good works, but in our faith
walk we show that we are His people
by doing right (cf. I Pet. 2:5-15). “Ye

ONE of the most significant aspects
of joy or disappointment for any

concerned father, grandfather, or in
my case, uncle, is the success or fail-
ure of the younger ones we have
grown to love. While financial, aca-
demic, marital, athletic, and social sta-
tus is very important in the world and
tends to be used to measure success,
our concern should focus on the spir-
itual well-being of our young people.
Most of us find ourselves dealing with
the desire that our children excel in all
areas of life—to be as successful as or
more successful than we are.

I am guilty of being both the biggest
cheerleader for and the most liberal
giver of constructive criticism to my
children. Many times I have allowed
my emotions to get more involved
than I should have. As men and called
leaders of our homes and families
(throughout the Bible and history), our
spiritual responsibility becomes most
significant—even more so than finan-
cial provision and giving experienced,
beneficial advice.

As men, we make the mistake of ei-
ther despising situations and circum-
stances that are far beyond our control
and good intentions or eventually ac-
cepting the overwhelming situation by
doing our best to ignore it. The sooner
we accept the sovereignty and princi-
ples of God, the better equipped we will
become at skillfully persuading our
children within our necessary roles of
fatherhood and mentorship, even in the
midst of controversy and tribulations.

We are traveling through a spiritual
place in which the true worship and rev-
erence of God is necessary to swim
above the current of distraction and dis-
unity in our spiritual relationships with
our young people. We can surely admit
that in the majority of cases, there is a
disconnect as a result of entertainment
in the form of music, media, and hand-
held devices—or, should I say, the
abuse of those things. “Entertainment”
and “amusement” can both be defined
as “diversion” or “distraction,” or they
may imply directing or diverting atten-
tion away from more serious matters.
Fathers, remember that “we wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world,

Teach Them to Worship
BY RICHARD A. FALCONER
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DRIVING across Nova Scotia with
my father, I noticed six-foot-high

ice-cream cones attached to every gas
station and every small market I
passed. I soon learned that the giant
ice-cream cones meant that a business
offered a cooler containing a dozen or
more flavors of hard ice cream.

The people scooping the ice cream
apparently had the goal of seeing how
much ice cream they could load on a
cone. Each cone was more than a
pint. One woman dishing up my order
at one of the establishments actually
broke the cone as she piled the ice
cream. My favorite flavor became or-
ange-pineapple, a variety I had never
eaten before. I have not seen it since
I visited the Atlantic Provinces 
of Canada—New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Prince Edward Island, and
Newfoundland and Labrador.

I have loved to travel since child-
hood, when my family took road trips
from the Northwest to the Midwest to
visit my grandparents.

While in college, I became interested
in covered bridges. After tracking down
more than fifty covered bridges in Ore-
gon, I decided I wanted to photograph
covered bridges in New Brunswick,
home of the world’s longest covered
bridge. I also would check out the many
lighthouses and fishing villages in east-
ern Canada on my trip.

My travel adventure to the Atlantic
Provinces began with a cross-country
flight from Portland, Oregon, to Ban-
gor, Maine, where my father and I rent-

ed a car and drove
to New Brunswick.
There we crossed
the 1,282-foot
Hartland covered
bridge (the world’s
longest), stopping
to take numerous
photos of its brown,
weather-beaten
sides. For me, this
trip became the first
of three trips to the
Atlantic Provinces
over the next seven
years.

While exploring
Prince Edward Is-

land near sundown one evening, I fol-
lowed a narrow road that led to a small
bay. There, on a lone pier, a man and
his two young sons stood fishing. I
watched as he helped the boys bait
their hooks and cast their lines. The
only sound was the tide lapping
against the pilings.

Traffic jams, wailing sirens, and my
teaching job in Portland, Oregon,
seemed a world away. I savored the
peace—the clear sky, glassy water,
and iron-rich red shoreline.

Relaxation is one important reason
to travel. When we relax, we are fol-
lowing Jesus’ example. He often de-
parted to a lonely place or to a moun-
tain to rest and to pray, especially after
busy times of teaching and healing.

God created the earth in six days
and then rested from His labor. In the
Old Testament Law, God instituted the
Sabbath, a day of rest from labor for
the Israelites (Exod. 20:8-11).

God knows that human beings need
rest. That is why I especially enjoy trav-
eling to rural destinations such as the
Atlantic Provinces, away from cities.

Another reason to travel is to meet
interesting people and learn how they
live. In the Atlantic Provinces, many
residents open their homes to travel-
ers, renting out their spare bedrooms
to make extra money. Whereas hotels
and motels insulate travelers from the
local residents, staying in bed and
breakfasts has allowed me to get to
know the locals. And I saved money.

I remember Annie, our hostess in
Rocky Harbor, Newfoundland. Every

morning she served house guests
breakfast from a menu. I ate porridge
for the first time at her home. While
preparing breakfast, she mixed,
kneaded, and baked five or six loaves
of homemade bread in her kitchen.
She sold the bread at the local grocery
store. If the store ran out by noon, she
baked a few more loaves. She also
sold partridgeberry jam that she made
from the tiny, wild berries she picked.
They taste like cranberries.

The bed and breakfasts in New-
foundland have a charming tradition.
In the evening, around 9:00 P.M., the
hostess and guests gather in the din-
ing room to eat homemade cookies
and drink tea. I have found myself
chatting with travelers from countries
such as Australia and Germany. Every-
one plied Dad and me with questions
about the United States. They admit-
ted most of what they knew about our
country came from television.

A quick scan of the bed and break-
fast guest books showed that few
travelers there were Americans. As
American guests, we were unusual.

Most of the hostesses living in re-
mote parts of Newfoundland ordered
their groceries and received them by
truck once a week. I gained a new ap-
preciation for the many supermarkets
near my home in Portland.

Travel has allowed me to experience
the breadth of the body of Christ. One
Sunday, I worshipped in a tiny church
in West Dover, Nova Scotia. I blended
my voice with those of weathered fish-
ermen and their families singing famil-
iar hymns and realized that as a Chris-
tian, I belong to a diverse, worldwide
family.

During my travels, I sometimes have
made personal connections with oth-
er believers. One Christian hostess
with whom I stayed in Newfoundland
shared with me her ongoing battles
with cancer. Her husband, a fisher-
man, often was away for weeks. I
prayed with her and continued to do
so long after my trip.

While driving through the potato
farms on Prince Edward Island, I often
saw a spire in the distance. I pho-
tographed one immense church
whose members worshipped in a
basement room because the small

Travel and See God’s Handiwork
BY ANN STAATZ

Nova Scotia coastline
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congregation could not afford to heat
the sanctuary.

Churches were unlocked during the
day, and offering plates were stationed
near the back door for donations from
tourists. Dwindling populations have
meant dwindling resources.

Because of my travels, history has
come alive for me. I have learned about
past struggles between the French and
English in North America at Nova Sco-
tia’s Fortress of Louisbourg, the largest
rebuilt fortress in North America. It
contained an entire town within its
walls. There are structures on sixty
acres, depicting eighteenth-century
life (Cross, “Fortress Louisbourg,” Le-
gion Magazine, [January 1, 2004]:
www.legionmagazine.com).

I watched French colonial soldier
reenactors fire muskets and cannons.
I dodged a white-aproned woman
driving a flock of geese up a street. I
peered over a wall facing the rolling
green hil ls where New England
colonists successfully laid siege to the
fortress, which was impenetrable to
water attacks but was vulnerable to at-
tacks by land.

I had read about the expulsion of the
Acadians (French Canadians) in Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem “Evan-
geline.” In Grand-Pre, Nova Scotia, I
toured the national historic site com-
memorating the deportation. The site
includes a church, a statue of Evange-
line, and a visitors center that tells about
the British deportation of these French
settlers starting in 1755. Many went to
Louisiana and became the foundation
of the modern Cajun population.

Travel has provided me a living text-
book. I have experienced firsthand an
education about history, commerce,
geology, literature, and much more.

At Glace Bay in Nova Scotia, seams

of coal lie under the Atlantic Ocean.
There I donned a hard hat and slicker
and rode a coal car to Seam No. 5. I
walked through a portion of the mine
more than a quarter mile under the
ocean. Huge pillars of coal stood in
each “room” of the mine, supporting
the mine’s ceiling.

A retired miner led the tour and told
about early days of coal mining in
Nova Scotia, when that province was
one of the top coal-producing areas of
North America. The guide was a little
taller than my five feet two inches. We
both could stand erect under the low
ceilings. “I was born to be a coal min-
er,” he said, referring to his height. But
most miners had worked all day in a
kneeling or bent position as they dug
coal with pick and shovel.

Off the coast of the Bay of Fundy,
which boasts of having the highest
tides in the world, I learned about the
Nova Scotia Tidal Generating Station,
which had been producing electricity
from the Fundy tides since 1984. It is
one of only three such plants in the
world (www.nspower.ca).

Today, I never read a food products
label that lists “carageenan” without
remembering Prince Edward Island. I
was near a dock in Summerside,
watching a fisherman cleaning his
equipment. He explained that after the
Atlantic cod was fished out, fishermen
turned to harvesting Irish moss.

Using something that looks like a
hay rake, the fishermen scoop the Irish
moss, an algae, from the ocean floor.
He told me that some fishermen use
horses to rake the moss out of the wa-
ter. He said that adding processed
Irish moss to foods such as ice cream
gives products a smooth texture.

Prince Edward Island may be best-
known for the book Anne of Green

Gables. Author Lucy
Maud Montgomery
used the Green Gables
home on the island as
the setting for her series
of beloved children’s
novels, first published
in 1908.

I have visited the
Green Gables Heritage
Site twice. The first
time, I arrived at the
same time as a busload
of Japanese school-
girls. They giggled with
excitement as they
toured the old farm-
house and grounds.

“They know the story,” a tour guide
said. A display at the Cavendish town
post office tells the story of how Mont-
gomery secretly mailed her manuscript
to publishers (www.civilization.ca).

At a writer’s conference a year ago,
I heard a speaker say that one cannot
fully know the Creator if he or she does
not know the creation. Traveling has
allowed me to see the beautiful world
God created. When I read the verse
“The heavens declare the glory of
God; and the firmament sheweth his
handiwork” (Ps. 19:1), I easily picture
scenes from the Atlantic Provinces.

One morning, I hiked two miles to
ride a boat through the ten-mile-long
Western Brook Pond, a freshwater
landlocked fjord. Waterfalls cascading
down more than two thousand feet
threw spray in my face. 

As I sailed from Newfoundland to
Labrador, I saw tips of icebergs bigger
than the ferry in which I was riding.
Along remote highways, I spotted
moose grazing. I saw a red fox run
across a meadow on Prince Edward
Island.

A sign north of Port aux Basques in
southwestern Newfoundland warned of
wind gusts exceeding 220 kilometers
per hour (136 mph). God’s power and
creativity were evident all around me.

The rolling granite rock of Peggy’s
Cove was my favorite scenic spot in
the Atlantic Provinces. A slender white
lighthouse, which served as the post
office in the summer until 2009 stands
near this fishing community, all an-
chored on barren rock.

Early one morning, as the sun rose, I
walked through thick fog and pho-
tographed the lighthouse, fishing
docks, and village. Boats with names
such as Providence and Reverence
were bringing in the morning catch.
Gulls gathered on the docks, squawk-
ing as they ate fish entrails for breakfast.
Later, I sat in a window booth of the
Sou’wester, the only restaurant in the
village, eating breakfast and watching
the fog slowly burn off as the sun rose.

Memories of my travels will accom-
pany me throughout my life. One pre-
cious result of my travels is the bond-
ing I have experienced with my father.
He accompanied me on each trip to
the Atlantic Provinces.

We live in different states, but when
we get together, we love to reminisce.
The shared experience of travel has
made us close. For us, travel opens a
window to the wonders of God’s beau-
tiful world. �Peggy’s Cove lighthouse
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IDID not grow up knowing the Lord. I
was exposed enough to church to

know that there was a God. I heard the
name “Jesus” but did not understand
the significance of who He was. I prac-
ticed the ways of my religion, but I nev-
er really understood why.

I have mixed emotions connected to
my childhood. I have many good
memories of the time my family spent
together. We took trips every summer,
went on road trips to visit relatives who
lived out of state, and spent holidays
surrounded by family. From the out-
side, we looked like the typical Amer-
ican family.

There was, however, a dark side to
our family. Behind the closed doors of
our home, a generational curse was
being passed on to the children. That
curse was molestation and incest.

These behaviors did not begin in our
home. I learned later in life that it had
been going on in my father’s family for
generations.

It did not help that I was an over-
weight kid with a mild deformity in the
middle of my nose that extended
through my forehead, making me an
easy target for jokes and ridicule that
eroded my self-esteem.

When I started school, the torment
only got worse. I would be well into my
teen years before the deformity be-
came hardly noticeable, but by then
the emotional wounds ran deep.

Looking back on those years, I can
also see where the Lord had crossed
my path with a handful of people who
looked past my appearance and
spoke to my heart.

I distinctly remember one woman in
particular who was a neighbor of ours.
I shared this for the first time in a blog
titled “The Reminder.” I want to share
here a part of what I wrote. “She was
a kind grandmotherly woman who
would talk to me from time to time over
the fence that separated our two
yards.

“One day after being picked on by

one of my siblings to the point of tears,
I went outside to be alone. As my tears
flowed, she came to the fence and in-
vited me over for lemonade. She
talked with me for a while and then
shared with me a poem titled ‘Foot-
prints’ (Unknown).”

I was around six or seven years old
when she read that to me, and I did not
understand the meaning of the poem.
I believe that God gave me that mem-
ory to recall later in life to show me that
He has always been with me.

My struggles were compounded by
the fact that we moved a lot. I had very
few friends and began to feel very iso-
lated and alone. 

Around the age of twelve, I slipped
into the early stages of severe clinical
depression and began cutting myself
to relieve the pain. By the age of twen-
ty-four, I had attempted to take my life
about twenty times, with two times be-
ing severe enough to require hospital-
ization.

Everything came to a head for me at
the end of my freshman year in high
school. We moved thirty-five hundred
miles away from family and what few
friends I had. Along with that move
came the separation of my parents a
few weeks after we arrived.

I had no one to talk to, and I felt ut-
terly alone. The only place I ever felt
safe was on the pier by the ocean.

I used to stand on that pier and cry
and just try to get up the courage to
jump. As all the awful thoughts re-
played themselves in my head, the
sound of the waves and the beauty of
what I saw would soon begin to calm
me. Those moments gave me just
enough strength to hold on for anoth-
er day.

I recently had an opportunity to
share in another blog, titled “A Bless-
ing Because of Obedience,” how God
revealed to me many years later that
He was on that pier, speaking love and
protection into my heart.

Eventually, Mom and I moved back

to my home state, where I finished out
high school. She had me in and out
with counselors, but I did not want the
help. I sought refuge in experimenting
with drugs, but it was the use of alco-
hol that would become my comfort for
the next eleven years.

I was just shy of twenty years old
when I married my first husband, who
was twenty years my senior. It was an
emotionally and physically abusive
marriage. We separated a year later,
and our divorce was finalized four
years after that. The failure of that mar-
riage took me into some of the heavi-
est drinking I had done to that point in
my life.

In 1993, the Lord crossed my path
with “Charlie” and “Rachel.” I first met
Charlie at work, and he shared with me
the truth of who God was and the love
that Jesus Christ had for me. I was re-
sistant and challenged him.

I wondered how God could love
someone like me, especially since I
knew who I was and the awful things
I was doing in my life. I felt unclean,
unworthy, and undeserving of His
love.

Charlie introduced me to his wife,
Rachel, and we began meeting and
talking more in depth about the love of
Christ. I was conflicted about the truth
that she was sharing and the chains of
the lifestyle I was leading.

It was in September 1993 that I ac-
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my
Saviour, but it would not be until 2002
that I would begin to grow in my faith.

I have not had any alcohol since July
1996. The day I accepted Christ as my
Saviour was not the end of my strug-
gles but the beginning of a journey. I
still have days when the struggles
seem overwhelming, but I am no
longer alone.

The Lord has shown me that what
matters most is not who I think I am
but who He tells me I am. I am re-
newed by the blood of Christ and a
dearly loved child of God. �

My Journey to Salvation
ANONYMOUS



SUMMER QUARTER 2015 (181) 53

JESUS, I Am Resting, Resting” was
a poem written by Jean Sophia

Pigott in 1876. Very little is known
about this Irish woman who was born
in 1845, the first child of William
Wellesley Pole Pigott and Lucy Henri-
etta Trench. She lived only thirty-sev-
en years and is buried in County Kil-
dare, Ireland.

This hymn is one of several Jean
Pigott contributed to Hymns of Con-
secration and Faith. She also authored
a small collection titled A Royal Serv-
ice, and other Poems, published in
London in 1877.

The beautiful tune for the hymn titled
“Tranquility” was composed by James
Mountain, an English revivalist, pastor,
and musician. Mr. Mountain, inspired by
the ministries of Americans Dwight L.
Moody and Ira Sankey, also wrote the
much-loved melodies “Everlasting
Love” (“I Am His and He Is Mine”) and
“Wye Valley” (“Like a River Glorious”).

The text reads:
Jesus, I am resting, resting in the joy of

what Thou art; / I am finding out the great-
ness of Thy loving heart. / Thou hast bid
me gaze upon Thee, and Thy beauty fills
my soul, / For by Thy transforming power,
Thou hast made me whole.

O, how great Thy loving kindness,
vaster, broader than the sea! / O, how mar-
velous Thy goodness, lavished all on me! /
Yes, I rest in thee, Beloved, know what
wealth of grace is Thine. / Know Thy cer-
tainty of promise, and have made it mine.

Simply trusting Thee, Lord Jesus, I be-
hold Thee as Thou art, / And Thy love, so
pure, so changeless, satisfies my heart; /
Satisfies its deepest longings, meets, sup-
plies its ev’ry need, / Compasseth me
round with blessings: Thine is love indeed.

Ever lift Thy face upon me As I work and
wait for Thee; / Resting ’neath Thy smile,
Lord Jesus, earth’s dark shadows flee. /
Brightness of my Father’s glory, Sunshine
of my Father’s face. / Keep me ever trust-
ing, resting, Fill me with Thy grace.
This hymn became the favorite of J.

Hudson Taylor, founder of the China
Inland Mission. The lyrics articulated a
great spiritual victory that had oc-
curred earlier in his life. Struggling un-
der the immensity of the task of evan-
gelizing China, Taylor had been
overwhelmed by the heavy responsi-
bilities and battered by a continual
sense of failure. When he was on the
verge of a breakdown, God sent him

relief in the form of a letter he received
from a missionary colleague. John
McCarthy wrote of his own discovery
of how to abide in Christ—trusting Him
for present power instead of striving or
struggling in mere human capacity.

Taylor later recalled, “As I read, I saw
it all . . . I thought of the vine and the
branches . . . and when I saw, oh how
the joy flowed! The Spirit of God re-
vealed the truth of our oneness with
Jesus as I had never known it before.”
He wrote to his sister in England that
even though nothing had changed in
his workload, all the weight and strain
were  gone. He said that the last month
or more had been perhaps the happi-
est time of his life.

When taking much-needed breaks
from his strenuous schedule, Hudson
Taylor would often sing “Jesus, I Am
Resting, Resting,” accompanying
himself at his little reed organ.

Some thirty years later, having re-
turned to England because of il l
health, Taylor was devastated and
grieved almost to the brink of death by
the horrific news of mission stations
being destroyed and of hundreds of
missionaries and Chinese Christians
being murdered in the Boxer Uprising
of 1900. Singing this hymn again
brought him great comfort, replacing
his anguish with renewed faith that
somehow God would use this blood-
bath for His glory and to further His
kingdom.

Ironically, the hymn author’s own
brother, Thomas Pigott, and his wife,
Jessie Kemp, were among the mis-
sionaries martyred during the Boxer
Rebellion in Tai Yuan Fum Shansi, Chi-
na. We might imagine the sudden re-
union of the siblings in heaven, as
Jean Pigott had already been with the
Lord for nine years.

“Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting” has
helped countless believers for more
than a hundred years, and it remains a
powerhouse of spiritual truth for us to-
day. It has reminded me repeatedly of
the utter ineffectiveness of our human
wisdom, worries, and thoughts and of
the complete adequacy and willing-
ness of Jesus to meet all our needs.

When I was grieving the loss of my

first son, who was stillborn at full term,
I felt literally surrounded by the sweet
love of Jesus for the first time in my
life. More recently, after the unexpect-
ed death of my husband, God met me
at the point of my need, helping me
transfer emotional dependence to
Him, and quieting the overwhelming
panic of facing the future without a
partner. He helped me grow in trust in
Him as He provided financially, social-
ly, and spiritually.

After singing this hymn when I was
much younger, I had questions. Why
don’t I feel this close to the Lord? Why
don’t I have this joy? Why can’t I ex-
perience God’s love like this? Is there
something wrong with me?

Little by little, God has brought me
understanding. I had insulated myself,
building walls of protection in my inner
being. Emotional wounds, deep dis-
appointments, unmet expectations,
and a sense of failure had accumulat-
ed, warping the experience of daily
life.

After reading Ephesians 3:16-19, I
desired to perceive God’s love the way
He intended. Dissatisfied with a rather
academic Christianity, I began to allow
Jesus to heal my hurts, replace my
fears with faith, and lead in the unfold-
ing and outcome of my life. The time-
less themes of this hymn—depending
on God’s sufficiency alone and the im-
mensity of love, joy, light, and grace
flowing to us from Jesus—perfectly
express the transforming power of the
divine nature to all who receive it.

I pray to become a better receiver of
the life of Christ flowing from the vine
to the branches (cf. John 15). I pray to
more consistently know in practical,
daily experience the reality of Jesus in
me (rather than having a mere fleeting
emotionalism or just an impersonal
Christianized lifestyle).

The choice is mine every day—to
operate in anxious, fleshly effort and
human ambition or to be filled with Je-
sus, who does for me all that is nec-
essary. Just as this hymn so beauti-
fully conveys the grace of God, so I
want my life to communicate “Jesus,
I am resting, resting in the joy of what
Thou art.” �

My Favorite Hymn
BY JOYCE E. BAILEY
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THERE were probably several starts
to my writing ministry. In my teen

years, I enjoyed writing to friends away
from home and putting my thoughts
and feelings into a diary. Another time
might have been when a teacher
asked me to be a part of a script-writ-
ing group for a high school assembly.

Yet another time came when a col-
lege professor suggested I try a writ-
ing career rather than the teaching de-
gree I was pursuing. But none of these
steps waved any red flags, saying, You
are going to be a writer someday.

So when did my writing career/min-
istry begin? Actually, it began with an
assignment from Union Gospel Press.
I saw an advertisement in Moodymag-
azine (no longer published) asking for
curriculum writers to submit applica-
tions for assignments. Since I had just
finished serving as a junior depart-
ment Sunday school superintendent
and liked writing curriculum, I applied.

Months later, I received an assign-
ment to write children’s stories. I
thought, What? I don’t write stories.
Days passed as I prayed and dis-
cussed this with my husband and
friends. I finally decided that if I did not
try, then I would always wonder
whether I could have done it.

When we take one step, the Lord
amazingly takes many for us. Story ideas
came from all sources, including my son
and a friend’s children, all junior age.

Prior to this, the Lord had even giv-

en me a Bible verse from the Prophet
Habakkuk. At first, I did not realize that
what the verse says would become my
writing goal, for I applied it to another
situation happening in my life. Now,
however, the prophet’s words have
taken on new meaning for me. He
wrote, “Write the vision, and make it
plain . . . that he may run that readeth
it” (Hab. 2:2).

Habakkuk, also a teacher and a
writer, wrote the words at God’s com-
mand. There are forty authors of Bible
books—another indication of God’s
seal on the gift of writing. Most of them
not only spoke for God but also wrote.
How great our loss would be without
His written Word!

“While the gift of writing is not men-
tioned in the Bible under gifts of the
Spirit,” one of my professors (also a
teacher and writer) explained, “I be-
lieve it is part of the gift of teaching”
(cf. Rom. 12:6-8; I Cor. 12:28-31).

So how does one develop a writing
ministry? There are practical steps,
but ultimately it is under the guidance
of the Lord. I certainly could not have
orchestrated the paths my writing life
has taken.

WRITERS’ CONFERENCES
It is very helpful to attend writers’

conferences and to get involved in
writers’ groups. One of the next steps
in writing opportunities for me came at
a writers’ conference. It was at a con-

ference that I learned about other pub-
lications seeking freelance material.

I should also say that an important
step that led to my writing ministry came
on my knees at a prayer meeting, for
there I learned about the aforemen-
tioned writers’ conference. A prayer
partner asked whether I had any re-
quests. I told her I needed to meet a
deadline for Union Gospel Press (my
third assignment writing curriculum). So
she told me about a neighbor who also
liked to write and was involved in the
writers’ conference I would later attend.

WRITERS’ GROUPS
At the writers’ conference, I met a

number of people who liked to write and
who participated in a monthly writing-
critique group. Although this group did
more encouraging than critiquing, I ben-
efited from being there. Later, I joined a
group to critique my work.

NEWSLETTERS AND PRAYER
SUPPORT

As my network of writers grew, so did
my need for prayer. I began publishing
an annual newsletter to let others know
of my progress and how they could
pray, and they did. Many in this mailing
were not writers, but they certainly
showed an interest in writing. A retired
English teacher not only prayed but also
read my work and gave grammar tips.

TAKE NEW STEPS
As I said before, the idea of writing

stories, while daunting, led me to step
out and try. That became my mantra
when new writing opportunities came
my way.

The next small step I took after at-
tending the conference was to begin
writing devotionals. God gave me suc-
cess, especially writing for The Secret
Place (Judson).

Another step was becoming a cor-
respondent for a local newspaper,
which included covering school board
meetings. What am I doing here? I
wondered during the first meeting; but
since my husband, a seasoned re-
porter, was with me and promised to
help, I felt more confident. For three
years I covered those meetings, and
from them I had the opportunity to do
feature writing about school events.

School let out, at least for me, but I
stayed on as a correspondent and
wrote features for a different section.
That led to a new step. 

One January, I interviewed the own-

Steps into the Writing Arena
BY KATHY SCOTT
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er of a new Christian bookstore. What
I did not know was that the owner was
also a public relations agent for some
ministries. A few weeks later, he called
to see whether I would be interested in
freelance editing work. I said yes. For
two years, I did various projects for
him and his clients. That led to per-
haps the greatest opportunity I have
had for spreading the gospel.

One client, an international evangel-
ist, wanted me to work on a brochure
he would give to inquirers at his meet-
ings. He supplied the copy; I rewrote
and edited it, adding steps for the in-
quirer to follow. Later, I learned that
that brochure, It’s a New Day, had
been given to 10,000 people!

MARKETING
One of the hardest steps for a writer

to take is to send an article to an edi-
tor. The fear of rejection is a valid one.
My first steps were easy, but eventual-
ly I too faced rejection. Send the article
out; get it back—it can prove daunting,
but persistence pays. My return rate at
first was nine out of ten. However, it
gradually improved—six, then four.
Now it is usually one or two out of ten.

Your marketing improves, and so
does your writing. Plus, you get to
know editors along the way, or even
develop a good writing relationship in
which certain editors will frequently
publish your work.

Someone might wonder whether the
Lord guides marketing. Yes, I can say
from experience that He does. One of
my most frequently read articles came
from sending it directly to the publication
as prompted by the Spirit’s leading. And
another of my most-published articles
happened in the same way.

That particular article, “When Prophets
Spoke to a Housewife,” has also been
published in three other languages. The
spreading of the gospel through the arti-
cle greatly increased. Only the Lord
knows how much it increased.

Do not, however, lay a guilt trip on
an editor by telling him that the Lord
told you to send the article to his pub-
lication. If that were so, the editor
would probably recognize it in the sub-
ject or the quality of your writing.
Words like these have often alienated
writers from editors.

NETWORKING
As I mentioned, developing relation-

ships with editors can boost your writ-
ing. Writers’ conferences often pro-

vide this opportunity. Editors teach
classes or might be there to represent
their publishing house. Many situa-
tions arise for you to get to know them.

Contact with other writers is also
valuable. For me, several writing and
editing opportunities came that way;
plus I gained many friends.

GROWTH
Just as in physical growth, so we can-

not add an inch spiritually in our own
strength (cf. Matt. 6:27). Growth in min-
istry is from God. When an article goes
international or is translated into other
languages, that is of God. When an arti-
cle touches lives, that too is of God.

Even when an article is returned or
rejected, it is of God. A return is a new
opportunity.

Yes, I teach writing workshops. That
too is of the Lord. But I can also say that
teaching came about because of friend-
ships with two writers. One became the
director of a writers’ conference, and
the other served on the board of one. So
for about twenty years, I have served on
staff at writers’ conferences, and I have
taught workshops.

12 STEPS INTO THE WRITERS’
ARENA

One of the first writers’ workshops I
taught was at my church. For the rest
of this article, I am going to briefly
present the twelve steps. There is not
enough space to develop each point.
But I believe that since you have read
this far, you are interested in writing.

I will start off with the question, Why
enter the writer’s arena? I make these
three points:

• God has called us to write;
• we have something to say;
• our Christian journey is unique.
A writing ministry requires that God

has called you. “It’s the second stage
of writing,” said Al Janssen from Fo-
cus on the Family. “During the first, it’s
a hobby, fun, enjoyable, but not seri-
ous, no unrealistic expectations.” But
then there comes a time when writing
is more. It is a calling.

Without the written word, we would
not have the Bible. Jesus quoted the
Old Testament with these words—“It is
written.” Throughout the Bible, God
called people to write: apostles (John
20:30-31; Rev. 1:11); Gospel writers
(Luke 1:1-4); leaders (Exod. 17:14); and
prophets (Hab. 2:1-3).

A writer must have something to say
to an audience. What do you know

about God that you would like to tell
others? This can take different
forms—a personal testimony, an ex-
planation of a Bible verse, a Christian
life principle, or a lesson from a trial.

A Christian writer must believe that
his journey is unique.

The 12 Steps into the writers’ arena
are:

• See it. Solomon, a prolific writer,
said, “There is no new thing under the
sun” (Eccles. 1:9)—except our view-
point.

• Prepare it. “That which is wanting
cannot be numbered” (Eccles. 1:15).

• Schedule it. “To every thing there
is a season, and a time to every pur-
pose” (Eccles. 3:1). Find, make, and
use time to write.

• Support it. “Two are better than
one . . . For if they fall, the one will lift
up his fellow: but woe to him that is
alone” (Eccles. 4:9-10).

• Reduce it. “Let thy words be few . . .
a fool’s voice is known by [a] multitude
of words” (Eccles. 5:2-3). Edit your work.

• Read it. “Better to hear the rebuke
of the wise, than for a man to hear the
song of fools” (Eccles. 7:5). Accept
criticism and truth about your work.

• Pace it. “Better is the end . . . than
the beginning . . . and the patient . . .
than the proud” (Eccles. 7:8).

• Grow it. “Do it with thy might . . .
the race is not to the swift, . . . time and
chance happeneth to them all” (Ec-
cles. 9:10-11).

• Sow it. “He that observeth the wind
shall not sow; and he that regardeth the
clouds shall not reap” (Eccles. 11:4).

• Multiply it. “In the morning sow thy
seed, and in the evening withhold not
thine hand: for thou knowest not
whether shall prosper, . . . or whether
they both shall be alike good” (Eccles.
11:6).

• Refine it. “The preacher sought to
find out acceptable words: and that
which was written was upright, even
words of truth” (Eccles. 12:10). Written
words must be acceptable to God,
and then to the editor and reader.

• Aim it. “The words of the wise are
as goads, and as nails fastened by the
masters of assemblies . . .” (Eccles.
12:11). Set a goal and a purpose.

• End it (baker’s dozen). “Of making
many books there is no end; and much
study is a weariness of the flesh. Let
us hear the conclusion of the whole
matter” (Eccles. 12:12-13). �
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THE one who writes these lines is
only an insignificant man.” So

wrote one of the most significant of
“insignificant” men—Richard Wurm-
brand.

The current generation may not be
familiar with the name, but for many
Christians who grew up in the 1960s
and 1970s, the name and story of
Richard Wurmbrand are well-known.

Wurmbrand was a Lutheran pastor
in post-World War II Communist Ro-
mania. Arrested by Communist au-
thorities for his Christian activities in
1948, Wurmbrand spent fourteen
years in the Communist gulag, ex-
cluding a brief period of freedom for
two and a half years. Freed in 1964 as
part of a general amnesty, he was ran-
somed to the West, literally, for ten
thousand dollars in 1966. Soon after
coming to the United States, Wurm-
brand published Tortured for Christ,
the classic account of his fourteen-
year ordeal of torture and imprison-
ment in his native Romania.

I first read Tortured for Christ as a
senior in high school in the 1970s, and
the book profoundly affected me.
Wurmbrand’s account is written in
short, staccato sentences that hit the
reader with tremendous impact. Part
of the reason for this writing style is
that the entire manuscript was written,
incredibly, in three days!

Richard Wurmbrand’s years of tor-
ture and imprisonment ended only two
years before his release to America.
His writing thus has a sense of imme-
diacy about it, and his story of the tor-
tures and atrocities he suffered pours
forth in an almost unbearable torrent.
The account of what he and other per-
secuted believers endured in Romania
is at times almost unreadable. What is
more, some of the details of what he
saw and experienced simply could not
be put into print. 

Soon after arriving in the United
States, Wurmbrand testified before a
Senate subcommittee. During his tes-
timony, he removed his shirt. On his
upper body were eighteen identifiable

marks from wounds left by torture.
Even though Wurmbrand’s ac-

count reveals the dark reality of sin-
ful humanity’s fallen nature, there is
a tone of hopefulness and victory
that runs throughout Tortured for
Christ. Consider the following amaz-
ing and seemingly contradictory
statements:

“When I look back on my fourteen
years in prison, it was occasionally a
very happy time.”

“It was in being tortured by [the
communists] that we learned to love
them.”

“Christians in prison danced for
joy.”

“I have seen communist officers die
with the words ‘Jesus, Jesus’ on their
lips.”

The book is full of statements such
as these, statements that stop the
reader in his tracks. Conventional wis-
dom simply cannot account for the tri-
umph of believers such as Wurmbrand
despite torture, starvation, and brain-
washing.

Christians who live in freedom have
a difficult time grasping the magni-
tude of Wurmbrand’s experiences. He
wrote of the depths of human deprav-
ity but also of mountaintop times of
triumph.

Early on in his ministry to the Russ-
ian soldiers who were occupying his
country, Wurmbrand counseled a
Russian officer who was seeking
God. He told the man about Christ.
The officer leaped to his feet and
danced for joy. Then Wurmbrand told
him about the crucifixion. The man
cursed and slumped back in his
chair, completely deflated. But then
Wurmbrand told him of the resurrec-
tion and Jesus’ victory over death.
The officer leaped up and once again
danced for joy. Wurmbrand led him
to saving faith in Christ.

On another occasion prior to his im-
prisonment, Wurmbrand befriended a
Russian couple who were both sculp-
tors. While working on a statue of
Lenin, they were struck with the amaz-

ing design of the opposing thumb on
the human hand—without which, they
knew, the survival of the human race
would have been impossible. This led
them, despite their atheistic and evo-
lutionary training, to a belief in God.
They had become theists. Wurmbrand
had the privilege of leading this couple
to Christ.

Since Wurmbrand’s suffering was
at the hands of Communists, some
may see the book as outdated. The
Soviet Union is no more, and all of
the Communist regimes of eastern
and central Europe have fallen. How-
ever, the world’s most populous na-
tion, China, is still Communist and re-
mains a staunch persecutor of
Christians. Communist North Korea
is one of the world’s worst persecu-
tors of the church, and Cuba contin-
ues to imprison and persecute be-
lievers.

In addition, another source of per-
secution has arisen—radical Islam.
The attention of Christians is increas-
ingly being drawn to the plight of be-
lievers in Iran, Saudi Arabia, Somalia,
the Sudan, and Indonesia. The contin-
uing distress of believers in these
places shows that persecution is an
ongoing reality in the world.
Tortured for Christ must be intro-

duced to a new generation of Chris-
tians, particularly Christians in the
United States. We in this country tend
to be concerned only with ourselves
and the parochial issues of American
Christianity. Our myopic spiritual vi-
sion must be replaced with a global
one that connects with believers
around the world. The Internet is facil-
itating this cross-cultural communica-
tion among Christians, and believers
should take advantage of this power-
ful resource.

Richard Wurmbrand stated that his
book has no literary value. The harsh
reality of what believers around the
world suffer may not translate into
beautiful prose, but the heroic stand of
believers who suffer for Christ radiates
a beauty all its own. �

Torture and Triumph
BY JAMES PARRY
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THE Christian husband lives by the
standards that God has set in the

Bible. Hence, God’s Word sets the
standard for the definition of what a
husband should be.

Our first consideration is found in
Ephesians 5:25: “Husbands, love your
wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it.” Love
is the mark of the husband, and the
standard is firmly established: “as
Christ also loved the church.”

How did Christ demonstrate His
love for the church? That is the cen-
tral theme of the Bible, as found in
John 3:16: “For God so loved the
world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life.”

The love that God speaks of is
without compromise. It gives all!
When love is the foundation of the
husband’s commitment to his wife,
there will also be a reflection in the
spirit of the home, and the husband
will be the role model for the children
to follow.

Let us consider the beginning, when
God established the role of the home
and gave assignments to both Adam
and Eve: “Unto the woman he said, I
will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children; and thy desire shall be
to thy husband, and he shall rule over
thee” (Gen. 3:16).

God first assigned the woman her
role as the one who keeps the chil-
dren and gives honor to her husband.
We see this evidenced in the lives of
godly mothers down through the
course of history. A prime example is
Susanna Wesley, who raised ten chil-
dren to adulthood and taught them
the love of God through the Scrip-
tures. Each of them followed the Lord
in service.

God then gave Adam his role:
“And unto Adam he said, Because
thou hast hearkened unto the voice
of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree, of which I commanded thee,

saying, Thou shalt not eat of it:
cursed is the ground for thy sake; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days
of thy life; thorns also and thistles
shall it bring forth to thee; and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field; in the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread” (Gen. 3:17-19).

The roles were established in Gene-
sis, and we see them confirmed by the
Apostle Paul in Ephesians 5:24-25:
“Therefore as the church is subject
unto Christ, so let the wives be to their
own husbands in every thing. Hus-
bands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave him-
self for it.”

We must understand that the role of
the husband is not as a dictator but as
one who leads by love and example.

In human society, there must be
rules to govern lest confusion arise.
This applies to the home and is the
reason God established a chain of au-
thority to bring orderliness to the
home.

The home is where a pattern of life
is established. All who live by the
rules of the home and accept them as
the rules of life are benefited by them.
So when a man and a woman leave
their respective homes, they come
together to make a fresh start in this
pattern of life. This is why God gave
a commandment in the beginning re-
garding the establishment of a home
with its authority in place. Genesis
2:23-24 supports this: “And Adam
said, This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was tak-
en out of Man. Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and they
shall be one flesh.”

The man and the woman do not
continue with two separate identities.
In marriage they become parts of a
whole and face the world as a unit.
We must see the biblical husband not
as someone different but as part of
the whole. We see this again in Eph-
esians 5:28: “So ought men to love

their wives as their own bodies. He
that loveth his wife loveth himself.” In
the eyes of God, husband and wife
are united and inseparable.

The biblical husband must bear the
responsibility, with his wife, of training
the children. Together they must be an
example of godly love as a witness
and example for their children. They
must admonish and train the children
with an attitude of love, not tyranny:
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your
children to wrath: but bring them up in
the nurture and admonition of the
Lord” (Eph. 6:4).

The biblical husband demonstrates
to everyone, home and community,
his character as a man of God who
lives by the principles of God’s Word.
In addressing the requirements of a
church leader, the Apostle Paul
marked this testimony of the husband
as an essential character trait. He
wrote that the father must be “one
that ruleth well his own house, having
his children in subjection with all
gravity; (for if a man know not how to
rule his own house, how shall he take
care of the church of God?)” (I Tim.
3:4-5).

So the biblical husband should not
be following the errors of our present-
day society. Social norms that are
contrary to what God has established
regarding the role of husband and wife
should be avoided. Believers are to be
different, as marked by our godly ex-
ample toward our wives and families.
The Bible instructs us to “come out
from among them, and be ye separate,
. . . and touch not the unclean thing;
and I will receive you” (II Cor. 6:17; cf.
Jer. 51:6).

Just as God’s love knows no bound-
aries or limitations, so husbands must
follow His example of being a father in
every aspect of the word. We must
love our wives as ourselves, and be
the example of love to our children. We
should also live this truth as an exam-
ple of God’s love at work in the heart
of His people. �

The Christian Husband
BY G. A. DOWNES
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ONE of my many hobbies is scrap-
booking. I actually started this

hobby back in 1995, when I graduat-
ed from college. I took gift wrapping
and cut out angel figures, tea cups and
saucers, vases, and the like. The
wrappings were so beautiful that I did
not want to throw them away. I even
kept some of the ribbons from gift
boxes. Each item held a special mean-
ing to me, and I can look back on them
with fond memories. I also included all
the graduation cards that were given
to me.

Just a few years ago, after returning
from a birthday cruise with a friend, I
decided to take my scrapbooking a bit
further and document one year of my
life in a scrapbook. I wanted to record
my life’s journey. I started with the day
of my birthday at sea and ended it with
the day of my next birthday. I docu-
mented my cruise to Bermuda and in-
cluded some of the pictures I took
there. I even placed the daily itinerary
in my book.

Although I could not capture every-
thing for the year, I included things that
were important to me. Articles about
famous people who had died were
placed in my scrapbook. It also in-
cluded obituaries of friends who
passed on. Important events were
also recorded, such as the overthrow
of several Arab regimes.

Another important event for me
was the sale of a treasured gold coin
(another hobby). The only way I
could part with it was to photocopy
both sides of the coin in color and
put it in my album. Now I will always
have a picture of it. I also xeroxed
the check I received for it and placed
it on the same page. This was a ma-
jor event for me, and I had to docu-
ment it in my album.

Being a poet, I placed any new po-
ems I wrote in the book. This also in-
spired me to write more. I wrote
prayers and positive affirmations.

Midway through the year, the scrap-
book was taking shape, and I became
addicted to it. Birthday, Mother’s Day,

Valentine’s Day, and Christmas cards
were included. I received so many
Christmas cards that I cut out various
parts of each card and made a Christ-
mas card collage. I did not know I
could be so creative!

Photos that were sent to me
throughout the year were included as
well. As I listened to various spiritual
teachers, I greedily wrote down their
words of wisdom and typed them up
for my book. I  included famous
quotes from all kinds of different
people.

For Father’s Day, I wrote a memori-
al to my deceased husband. In it, I
wrote about the nice things he had
done for the family and how I remem-
bered him. It is good to look at pic-
tures, but words of love are even more
meaningful.

I did the same thing for my de-
ceased father. I shared memories he
had told me about his boyhood. How
grateful I am that he shared such per-
sonal thoughts with me!

For Mother’s Day, I wrote a memori-
al for my mother. My grandchildren
and great-grandchildren who never
had an opportunity to know her will
learn a little here about her character
and her love of family and extended
family. Whenever I go back to my
scrapbook and read it, I know they
would have been proud that I honored
their memory in words.

In a flash of creativity, I printed a
drawing of a log cabin house online
and outlined it, using toothpicks for
logs. I used a glue stick to attach the
toothpicks to the page. It was pains -
taking labor, but the finished product
was very nice. One time, I was up un-
til 4:00 in the morning. I felt like a true
artist. I cut out a door made of con-
struction paper and placed it at the
opening of the log house. I glued on
fake grass, using green filter material.

This art was not meant to represent
just a physical house. I quoted Luke
6:47-48: “Whosoever cometh to me,
and heareth my sayings, and doeth
them, I will shew you to whom he is

like: he is like a man which built an
house, and digged deep, and laid the
foundation on a rock: and when the
flood arose, the stream beat vehe-
mently upon that house, and could not
shake it: for it was founded upon a
rock.”

At the end of my book, I have a
page of reflections for the year. I
wrote about what I have learned to
make me a better person and things
I was grateful for. I thanked God for
keeping my family and me safe an-
other year. The last line of the reflec-
tions page reads: “I give laud and
honor to the one Triune God, who is
from everlasting to everlasting. May
God be praised.”

I  have s ince started another
scrapbook that includes things that
are too important to throw away. I
have such items as a report card and
test scores of my adult daughter
when she was in grade school and
stories about my grandparents that
were told to me. I have pictures that
were drawn by my son and daughter
when they were in grade school.
They could not believe I kept their
pictures all this time. I included love
letters my children had written to my
husband and me when they were
young. They were so thoughtful and
cute.

When my children and children’s
children read these words of wisdom
long after I am gone, perhaps they too
will decide to create scrapbooks to
carry on the tradition. Proverbs 12:8
states, “A man shall be commended
according to his wisdom: but he that is
of a perverse heart shall be despised.”
A scrapbook can be a good way to
promote wisdom.

I think a scrapbook is a wonderful
way to leave something personal that
can be treasured for years to come by
your children and grandchildren. I
thoroughly enjoyed it, and I know you
would too. It helped me appreciate life
each and every day. I hope you will
start making your own memories and
see how much fun it can be! �

My Hobby
BY JOYCE ROBINSON-BRIM
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ALL quality teaching will include
these three steps: planning, pre -

paring, and presenting.
You may be using a published cur-

riculum for your children’s program, or
you may be going it alone. When us-
ing a curriculum, it is easy to get lazy.
Some teachers think that all they have
to do is read the story and they will be
fine. Actually, most teachers have
probably done it this way a time or
two. But it is infinitely better to plan
than to wing it.

You may be asking yourself, “So
what am I going to plan?” If you are not
using a published curriculum, you will
need to decide what to teach. The
younger the children, the shorter, sim-
pler, and more concrete the story
should be. Children are going to find it
easier to understand simple Bible sto-
ries rather than complicated Bible
doctrine. Teach basic Bible stories,
such as David and Goliath, and leave
the more complicated topics like Old
Testament prophecies for when they
get older.

If you have a published, ungraded
curriculum, you may need to adjust it
to the level of your class. Some may
need an easier version; others may
need something more challenging—a
new perspective on a story that they
have heard many times before. You
may need to plan an art or craft proj-
ect, songs, or games to supplement
the story.

I recently started teaching a junior-
church class for ages two to four. This
group had previously not had any for-
mal lessons, so I decided to start at
the beginning with the Creation. Keep-
ing it simple, I read only one Creation
day at a time, and I took a couple of
weeks talking about each day. While
they have a playtime, I call them over
a few at a time to do a craft to illustrate
what we have talked about. We are
making a “Days of Creation” book; the
children work on a different page each
week, coloring, gluing, painting, or
putting stickers on to illustrate the dif-
ferent Creation days. During their
crafts and play, I talk with them about
the story. We discuss things that God
made.

With an elementary-aged class that
I had, I spent most of the class teach-
ing the story. At the beginning of the
class, I would hand out a quiz about
the previous week’s story, this week’s
story, something related to the culture
of the time, or about individuals in the
story or their contemporaries. I would
also provide them with a worksheet re-
lated to the Scriptures, containing
games such as a word search.

Come up with fun ways to keep your
students’ minds engaged in what you
are teaching. Make your plans based
on the needs of your class. Maybe you
know that they could use some les-
sons on respecting parents or teach-
ers. Maybe they need to hear about
the love of God. Even with a published
curriculum, you can tailor your stories
to meet the needs of your students.

You will also need to prepare. Pray.
Prepare your heart. Pray that God will
touch your heart with the story. God
will make more use out of you if your
heart is ready for Him to speak to you.
Love the children in your class; pray
for them. Pray that God will use your
teaching in their lives.

Prepare your story. Make sure you
are very familiar with the Scripture ac-
count. Do not just trust the publishers
to accurately portray the Bible stories.
Get your Bible out, and read it your-
self. Maybe you will see something
that will touch your heart or find a point
that would be good to emphasize to
your class. 

While I was teaching elementary
junior church, one of the stories was
about Jonah. I found a dramatized ver-
sion of the Bible on a free download. I
discovered that the book of Jonah
would fit nicely on an audio CD. I
burned audio CDs for each member of
my class. Then I listened to them to
make sure the burn was correct. In do-
ing so, I became very familiar with the
story of Jonah. Read your lesson
many times too, and be very familiar
with what you are going to say.

Prepare any supplemental materi-
als—art projects, games, quizzes,
worksheets, and so forth. You should
not be preparing your curriculum ma-
terial as the children are playing before

class (although that is something that
I have done in the past!). If you are pre-
pared in advance, you can interact
with the children better.

Your presentation will be determined
by your personality and style of teach-
ing. If you are the formal lecturer type,
keep it short and simple, or you will
lose them. I am more of the casual,
conversational type. My lessons are
presented as if we were all sitting
around a table, talking. If you use this
style with large groups, make sure they
raise their hands if they want a turn to
talk. I will randomly ask questions dur-
ing the lesson to see whether they are
paying attention and understanding.

I have a friend whose teaching style
is more entertaining. She is not afraid
of being silly with the kids. They love
her, and she still gets the point across.

Use a teaching style that fits you
and your students best, but make sure
you are able to remain in control of the
class. Craft time, game time, and
songs should be part of the presenta-
tion. This can be fun, and your stu-
dents should enjoy it. But it is fun with
a plan. It serves to reinforce the les-
son; so think of it as part of the lesson
and as being very important. Do not
think of it as “extra stuff” to fill in the
time. Make it profitable.

Another good thing to include in
class is assessment. Schoolteachers
give tests to see whether their stu-
dents understand the material. Al-
though it is silly to give the students in
your church class a formal test or as-
sessment, it is good to see whether
they have understood the lesson. This
can be done by asking questions
about the story and having the chil-
dren tell what they think the characters
thought and felt.

You can write fun quizzes. You can
incorporate a game with questions to
make it fun or turn it into a challenge.
You can make a little play, skit, or read-
er’s theater. This would be a good way
to review a story that the students
have heard many times before, such
as the Christmas story. If the children
are older, they could help write the
script. Use your creativity, and may
God bless you in your labors. �

Lighting Their Torches: 
Helping Children Understand the Scriptures

BY JULIE MARIE MAXWELL
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THE Christian education work of a
church usually involves more

people, more time, and sometimes
more money than any other church
ministry. Yet in many cases, it may be
one of the least organized ministries of
a church. Utilizing a Christian Educa-
tion (CE) Committee is an important
way to give greater organization to the
church’s overall teaching program.

IMPORTANCE OF ORGANIZATION
Sometimes we may think that since

the church is not a business but rather
a spiritual ministry, we do not need to
be as concerned about organization.
We may think that the Holy Spirit will
accomplish His work without a high
degree of organization. While we cer-
tainly need to rely on the Holy Spirit,
we should not presume He will make
up for our lack of proper effort.

Organization is as vital in church
ministry as in any other endeavor. In
fact, the better organized we are in our
church ministries, the more spiritually
effective we are likely to be. So the
better organized we are in our Chris-
tian education ministry, the more like-
ly it is that we will make a positive im-
pact for the kingdom.

A TYPICAL SITUATION
Most churches have more than one

program in their Christian education
ministry. In addition to Sunday school,
churches may add children’s church,
youth ministry, VBS, or a weekday
club. Each program is important and
adds a valuable component to the
overall Bible teaching program.

Each program usually has its own
leader, its own staff, and its own budg-
et. And usually each program func-
tions by itself with little coordination
with the other programs. Such lack of

coordination can produce inefficiency
and limited effectiveness in the total
Christian education ministry. That is
where the CE Committee comes in.
The CE Committee helps coordinate
all the teaching programs of a church
to make each one more spiritually ef-
fective.

BENEFITS OF A CE COMMITTEE
In addition to overall coordination,

the CE Committee provides several
specific benefits to a church.

• It will coordinate recruitment. Each
program needs workers, and some-
times two program leaders may inde-
pendently try to recruit the same per-
son. While a person may serve in more
than one program, the CE Committee
can coordinate the recruitment of
workers to better utilize the people
available in a church.

• It will coordinate the program
schedules. How many times have two
Christian education programs sched-
uled events for the same day? A CE
Committee can coordinate the sched-
ules to avoid such conflicts.

• It will coordinate the financial re-
sources. Each program needs suffi-
cient financial resources, but the pro-
grams may sometimes seek funding
for similar items. The CE Committee
can coordinate the budgets of the dif-
ferent programs and present a unified
Christian education budget to the pas-
tor and church leaders.

• It will coordinate the curriculum for
each program. Each teaching program
makes choices for its curriculum.
With out coordination, the programs
could choose curriculum that overlaps
or leaves out important biblical truths.

• It will coordinate procedures that
apply to all Christian education pro-
grams. Procedures such as maintain-

ing workers’ standards and back  -
ground screening apply to all pro-
grams. Instead of each program di-
rector handling these matters
separately, the CE Committee can
oversee these procedures for all the
ministries.

• It will coordinate the distinctive
purposes of each ministry. While all
programs share the common goal of
discipleship (Matt. 28:19-20), each
program has a distinctive purpose to
help achieve that goal. Consider these
distinctive purposes:
Sunday school. This provides inten-

sive, systematic, age-graded Bible
teaching focusing on evangelism, dis-
cipleship, assimilation, and service.
Children’s church. This focuses on

worship and instruction on a child’s
level, preparing children for a lifetime
of worship.
Vacation Bible School. This is con-

centrated Bible teaching with a strong
evangelistic outreach and spiritual
training for Christians.
Weekday clubs. This deals with out-

reach into the community and further
spiritual training, emphasizing basic
Bible truths, Scripture memorization,
and life application.

Without coordination from the CE
Committee, these programs can lose
their distinctiveness. All will become
generally the same in their purpose
and function. When that happens, the
ministries become limited in their ef-
fectiveness.

MEMBERS OF A CE COMMITTEE
I believe that the pastor, because of

his role as chief educator (Eph. 4:11),
should be a part of the CE Committee.
And in my view, the same is true for a
church’s assistant pastor. If a church
has a leadership structure in which a

Christian Education

The Christian Education Committee
BY DON ANDERSON
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Finances. The CE Committee
should monitor the budgets of the in-
dividual ministries at every meeting,
but it should give special attention to
budgeting in the fall meeting. Prior to
that meeting, the members can be
asked to bring their proposed budget
requests. During the meeting, the re-
quests can be collected and turned
into one overall CE budget to submit
to the church leaders.
Evaluation. Evaluation is a constant

need in a church’s educational min-
istries. A leader can evaluate the min-
istry he or she leads, but evaluation
can be more effective when members
of the CE Committee share in that re-
sponsibility.

Perhaps the committee can take
some time in every meeting to evalu-
ate one of the individual ministries.
These evaluations should be conduct-
ed in such a way that the leaders of the
different ministries do not view them
as threats or criticisms of their work
but rather as helpful steps to take to
improve their programs.

Any good evaluation ends in some
action steps to take to improve the
program. The committee members
can suggest some action steps and
then follow up on the progress of
those steps at the next meeting.
Training. Training is one of the hard-

est tasks in leading a church ministry.
The CE Committee can give priority to
training and schedule training times
for the new and veteran workers in the
ministries.

The training component of the CE
Committee should also involve train-
ing new workers in the church’s poli-
cies and procedures for working with
children and young people. The
committee can schedule such meet-
ings at different times during the
year to accommodate new workers.
A church may f ind i t  helpfu l  
to schedule these meetings in the
fall, after the beginning of the new
year, and at the beginning of the
summer.

The Christian education programs
of a local church are vital to the
church’s overall goal of making disci-
ples. A wise pastor will recognize the
value of the CE ministries and give
them their proper emphasis. The CE
Committee is one tool a church can
use to organize all the different min-
istries and enable them to be most ef-
fective in reaching the goal of making
disciples. �

committee and may look something
like this:
Prayer. We must never lose sight of

the priority and importance of prayer.
We must pray for one another and for
the Lord’s blessing on a church’s edu-
cational ministries.
Purpose. The CE Committee should

occasionally take time to review the
distinctive purpose of each ministry
and to think together how the min-
istries can best accomplish their pur-
poses.
Curriculum. Coordinating the cur-

riculum for each ministry poses a chal-
lenge even in small churches. The CE
Committee should be aware of the
curriculum resources used in each
group and the scope and sequence of
those resources. This kind of detailed
coordination takes time, but it results
in a well-rounded Bible education for
people in the church. It also provides
the resources best suited to each min-
istry.
Scheduling. The chair of the com-

mittee will find it helpful to produce a
yearlong calendar for each committee
member. At the meetings, each min-
istry leader can share with the other
leaders the dates of the events com-
ing up in the next few months. This co-
ordination of schedules will help avoid
conflicts of dates for different min-
istries. The information from the CE
Committee can then be transferred to
the master church calendar.
Personnel. This area will be a major

concern at most meetings. Each min-
istry leader can share his or her per-
sonnel needs, and the group can think
together about whom to approach for
the ministry positions. This kind of
careful coordination will avoid two (or
more) leaders approaching the same
person. In many churches, one person
serves in more than one ministry, but
the CE Committee can make sure
such situations are planned and inten-
tional. This kind of coordination helps
to best utilize the available workers in
a church.
Facilities and equipment. Most min-

istries share the same rooms, so the
CE Committee can give general over-
sight to all the rooms and equipment.
From time to time, the committee
members could walk through the
rooms to determine how to upgrade
them (for example, paint or carpet) and
what equipment needs to be pur-
chased.

deacon or another church leader over-
sees the Christian education ministry,
that individual should also be on the
CE Committee.

The leaders of the different Christian
education programs will usually make
up the remaining members of the
committee—the Sunday school su-
perintendent, the children’s church di-
rector, the youth leader(s), the VBS di-
rector, and the club director.

Someone must be selected to lead
the CE Committee. The pastor (or as-
sistant pastor) may lead the group, or
another capable member of the com-
mittee may serve as the leader.

ACCOUNTABILITY OF THE 
CE COMMITTEE

The CE Committee should be ac-
countable to the leadership of the
church. That is why it is wise to have a
member of the church’s leadership
body on this committee. The CE Com-
mittee does not make policies but
rather proposes policies to the church
leadership for approval.

MEETINGS OF THE CE
COMMITTEE

A CE Committee should meet as of-
ten as it finds necessary; in most
churches, a quarterly meeting works
well. A properly functioning commit-
tee will find that it needs at least one
hour to conduct all its business. The
members can decide among them-
selves the best time to meet. Meeting
before or after a regular church serv-
ice offers the advantage of not asking
busy people to come to church for an-
other meeting. Meeting apart from a
church service allows the committee
to give more focused attention to its
tasks.

The arrangement of the meeting
room can add to the significance of the
committee’s work. Meeting around a
table, rather than sitting in rows of
chairs, may convey to the members a
sense of the seriousness and impor-
tance of their work. The leader should
prepare an agenda for each meeting
and have it on the table when the
members arrive. Light refreshments
will add a pleasant touch to the meet-
ings.

FUNCTIONS OF THE 
CE COMMITTEE

So what will a typical CE Committee
meeting look like? Its functions will
generally reflect the purposes of the
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MOST pastors genuinely want to
provide help and leadership to

anyone with disabilities in their con-
gregation. If you doubt that, watch
them when a new person with a dis-
ability comes into their church. Pas-
tors must set the tone for the congre-
gation to follow when it comes to
ministering to people with disabilities.

Not all pastors know how to serve
people with disabilities or how to lead
their congregation in ministry to the
disabled. This article aims to help pas-
tors understand disability, correct mis-
understandings, and biblically shep-
herd people with disabilities.

UNDERSTAND DISABILITY
Getting a grasp on disability prepares

pastors and their churches to be more
effective in ministering to people with
disabilities. Several points stand out.

God enables and disables people
with great variety. Disability is a matter
of degree. We would do well to remem-
ber that it is an oversimplification to say
that some people are disabled and oth-
ers are not. It is more accurate for us to
view disability as a range of less and
more.

Every person has disabling qualities
that tend to increase with age. We will
all be disabled someday. So we are
better off viewing people with obvious
disabilities as simply more challenged
and must remind ourselves that dis-
ability awaits all of us. There are over
one billion people with disabilities on
our planet. Roughly speaking, that is
one in seven.

God invites us to see the disability
glass as half full. When it comes to dis-
abilities, you can look at the chal-
lenges, or you can look at the bless-
ings. If the church is willing, it can
benefit greatly from the presence and
perspectives of people with disabili-
ties. Several blessings that people
with disabilities bring to their local
church are worth considering.

First, people with disabilities have
unique and valuable insights into hu-
man suffering. Because they constant-

ly deal with limitations, discomfort, and
pain, they do so better than the rest of
us. They learn to live with suffering.
Some of us cringe when we get a flu
shot! Most people with disabilities have
endured years of treatments, medica-
tions, and medical procedures, in addi-
tion to emotional suffering such as so-
cial rejection. Acclaimed miracle cures
have lifted hopes only to dash them
when they fail.

Second, people with disabilities have
built-in sensitivity meters. They can
spot hurt feelings a mile away. This is
significant for churches that desire to
love unconditionally better than the un-
believing population. Because people
with disabilities understand what it
means to be mistreated, brushed off, or
simply ignored, they also have a height-
ened awareness of others in need and
their feelings. Consequently, they set
the bar on matters of sensitivity.

Third, many Christians with disabili-
ties walk closely with God because
they need to rely on the Lord to endure
their challenges in life far more than the
rest of us do. In their moments of phys-
ical pain, frustration, and isolation, they
learn how to look to God and find Him
ready to receive them in their disability.

Fourth, people with disabilities are
uniquely gifted and can minister to
others in amazing ways. In fact, they
can minister as effectively as, if not
more so, than their sisters and broth-
ers in Christ who do not have disabili-
ties. In God’s hands, their physical or
mental disability becomes a ministry
blessing. This brings new insight to
Paul’s challenge that all believers in
the body of Christ have gifts that the
church needs (I Pet. 4:10). He was not
excluding people with disabilities.

Fifth, from an outreach perspective,
people with disabilities have incompara-
ble ability to reach unsaved disabled
people with the gospel and then disciple
them. The rest of us may not know how
to enter a specific culture of disability.
What is more, we who are not disabled
may not feel welcome. At first blush, this
may sound exclusive or prejudiced. But

years of being excluded from activities,
organizations, and even families tends
to leave people with disabilities feeling
alone. This is one reason many of them
form their own communities.

Communities of the disabled wel-
come other disabled people with open
arms, whereas the nondisabled often
do not. This may not be intentional,
but intention matters little to those
who are socially isolated. Regardless,
people with disabilities will often evan-
gelize and help other people with dis-
abilities to grow spiritually with greater
lasting impact than the nondisabled
population. More often than not, the
nondisabled population does not even
seem to care. But there are wonderful
exceptions.

Disability entered the world with sin
and suffering in the Garden of Eden.
Nevertheless, God, in His good pleas-
ure, holds disability like a tool in His
mighty hands to shape men and
women into the image of Christ. If we
are bold enough to ask why God gave
us—all of us—disability to deal with,
we will have to acknowledge that He
uses it in our lives in many ways.
Through it, we grow as individuals and
churches. We will also recognize that
it is one more way that God brings glo-
ry to Himself.

ADDRESS ERRORS ABOUT
DISABILITY

God’s people often hold and spread
misconceptions about disability that
we should address directly. In His
Word, God dispels three common
myths regarding people with disabili-
ties.

Myth 1: God does not love people
with disabilities. This notion was es-
pecially prevalent in ancient times but
is still present today. The Bible makes
it clear, however, that all of God’s ac-
tions are based on His love. A disabil-
ity is not automatically a sign of His ap-
proval or punishment. He allows
disabilities for His intended purposes:
to bring glory to Himself, spiritual
growth to people with disabilities, and

The Pastor’s Study

Pastoring the Disabled
BY DAVE DEUEL
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not neglecting physical and cognitive
needs, Jesus exemplifies how to treat
persons with disabilities. What is
more, the deacons in the early church
serve as models for the role of all be-
lievers in assisting others. With these
godly examples and with great confi-
dence that God can use us, we should
consider our mission.

In short, we must see to it that every
aspect of the local church experience is
realized in the lives of people with dis-
abilities. In Jesus’ words, we must invite
them to our banquet, after which we can
expect Jesus’ promised outcome: we
(all) will be blessed (Luke 14:12-14). In-
deed, we are blessed to have people
with disabilities in our individual and col-
lective Christian experience.

The Bible, by treating people with
disabilities as part of the assembly in
the Old Testament (cf. Lev. 19:14;
Deut. 27:18) and the church in the New
Testament, shows us clearly that peo-
ple with disabilities are just that. They
are peoplewho happen, by God’s sov-
ereign plan, to have disabilities. They
are not another category of person.
They have varying capacities, gifts,
and talents—just like those who do
not have disabilities. 

Most people with disabilities hope
that their local church will provide two
things: access to the church facility
and acceptance from the church’s
people, their brothers and sisters in
Christ. It is what all people want from
church. If we are obedient to biblical
teaching on disabilities, we will treat all
people as one of us and give a little as-
sistance to others where it is needed.

As a shepherd, lead your sheep as a
flock. Do not allow the lambs with dis-
abilities to linger far behind for the
wolves to snatch or starvation to fell.
Some may require a little more atten-
tion. But they will also contribute sig-
nificantly to the health, general well-
being, and especially, the spiritual
growth of the flock.

Throughout His brief, three-year
earthly mission, Jesus encountered
many people with disabilities. He min-
istered to them as if they were at the
top of his priority list. Should not we,
as His undershepherds, do likewise?
Joni and Friends (JAF) is a ministry

with and for people with disabilities
and is an excellent resource for pas-
tors and their churches. JAF’s Chris-
tian Institute for Disability offers train-
ing and assistance in disabil ity
ministry, awareness, and public policy
(www. joniandfriends.org). �

consider how to lead disabled people
to Christ. We must not place condi-
tions on our love for persons with dis-
abilities. It is too easy to do so. For ex-
ample, we must not lead an
unbelieving person with a disability to
think that our care will end if he or she
does not become a Christian. That is
manipulation, and it is wrong. What is
more, reaching some disability groups
with the gospel will require additional
commitment and care.

Second, disciple and train people
with disabilities (cf. Eph. 4:11-13). Peo-
ple with disabilities need to be a full part
of Jesus’ church—learning and grow-
ing. Compassionate treatment and
mercy ministry should be woven into
the fabric of every thought and deed
pertaining to disability, not treated as an
additional component of disability min-
istry or, even worse, pitted against
evangelism and discipleship.

For example, well-intentioned
Christians can become so consumed
by a person’s disabling condition that
they neglect the person’s spiritual
condition. One’s spiritual condition
must always be our greatest con-
cern—although not necessarily our
first in treatment—because it is every-
one’s greatest need. We evangelize
and disciple people with disabilities
because that is how we best love
them—or anyone, for that matter.

It is critical that we help the person
with a disability grow spiritually in the
best way possible. We must not cause
the person with a disability who claims
to be a Christian to think that unless he
grows spiritually in conduct, we will
treat him like a child with punishment
or neglect.

Third, ensure that people with dis-
abilities worship, fellowship, and serve
in the local church (cf. Phil. 2:1-3). We
must provide opportunities for people
with disabilities to participate in all as-
pects of church life. We will fellowship
with them, participating in practicing
the “one anothers” with them. They
must also be enabled to engage fully in
worship. What is more, they must exer-
cise the spiritual gifts each one has
(I Pet. 4:10) to serve in our churches.

Once we have prioritized spiritual
matters, we must also address what
might prevent someone with a disabil-
ity from participating in the Christian
life. How might we help the person
with a disability respond to God’s
Word when the disability prevents that
person from responding?

By prioritizing spiritual needs but

ministry opportunities and blessings
for believers who serve people with
disabilities.

Myth 2: People with disabilities or
their parents sinned against God. A
corollary to the above idea, this notion
is illustrated by the disciples’ question
to Jesus about whose sin caused a
man’s blindness from birth—his own or
his parents’ (John 9:1-2). Jesus re-
sponded, “Neither,” and explained that
the man’s blindness existed for one
reason: “that the works of God should
be made manifest in him” (vs. 3).

Jesus’ point is clear—the disability
existed so that He might heal this man.
While this is a specific instance, a gen-
eral principle lies behind it. God allows
some people and not others to be dis-
abled in order to bring glory to Himself.

Myth 3: People with disabilities lack
the faith to be healed. Some people be-
lieve that if a person has enough faith,
healing is guaranteed. This is not taught
in the Bible but is based on a misun-
derstanding of Matthew 17:20, which
declares that nothing is impossible—
even moving mountains—with faith.

The clear teaching of the Bible is
that we must pray as those who sub-
mit our wills to God. If it is God’s will
(Jas. 4:15), He certainly can heal a per-
son’s disability. That happened during
Jesus’ earthly ministry and on a few
other occasions in the Old Testament
and the early church. Most believers
would agree it happens today. But it
has always been done for the glory of
God and often for the growth of the in-
dividual.

Many people with disabilities have
great faith and live victorious Christian
lives. “In fact, their faith may be
stronger than the average able-bodied
or able-minded believer because of
the disability” (Deuel, “God’s Story of
Disability: The Unfolding Plan from
Genesis to Revelation,” Journal of the
Christian Institute for Disability).

BIBLICALLY SHEPHERD PEOPLE
WITH DISABILITIES

How can we serve people with dis-
abilities? In Scripture, God’s story is
about His mission on earth. Our mis-
sion, which must be consistent with
His, should begin with evangelizing
and discipling people, including those
with disabilities (cf. Matt. 28:18-20).
This two-stage process should always
be our first priority.

First, evangelize people with dis-
abilities (cf. Matt. 28:18-20). We must



America the Great
BY KATHY J. MOORE

I’m so thankful for my country,
America the free.

God, thank You that You placed me
In my country—’tis of Thee.

Let us always be grateful
For our blessings small and great,

For the men who fought so bravely
And risked their lives for our sake.

Do not let it be in vain
Or let us e’er forget

That godly principles
Are what made America great!

May we always raise You high
Standing firmly on Your Word

And asking Your direction
For the good of brotherhood.

If the Cross we keep before us
And in humility we bow,

Your light can safely guide us—
America the great—then and

now. �


