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21 July 2013—Read Ezra 8:23. This Scripture reminds
me of II Chronicles 7:14. If we honestly believe we have a
mighty God who will work on behalf of His humble peo-
ple, what is stopping us from humbling ourselves as Ju-
dah did in this Scripture? What battle is going on in your
life? Are you willing to humble yourself so that God will in-
tervene?

28 July 2013—Read Ezra 8:28. The priests were holy
to the Lord, set aside for His service. It has been deter-
mined that the silver offered weighed around 25 tons
and the gold 3.75 tons. That is a lot of silver and gold!
God desires that our hearts be set aside as holy (cf. I Pet.
1:16). He cared enough to die so that we can be holy—
a sacrifice far more precious than any amount of silver
or gold.

4 August 2013—Read Nehemiah 8:17. The Festival
of Booths was celebrated every year to remember how
God had protected the Israelites in the desert after they
had come out of captivity in Egypt. How has God pro-
tected you since He brought you out of the captivity of
sin?

11 August 2013—Read Nehemiah 9:33. As you read
this text, confess a time when you forgot who God is and
praised other things above Him. Or a time you did not
seek God’s Word and forgot His promises to you. Allow
God time to bring to mind things you need to confess;
then confess them. Praise God you are forgiven!

18 August 2013—Read Nehemiah 12:43. Almost every
person can remember a time or day he was happy, but
“joy” is a gift of the Holy Spirit and is associatedwith God’s
people. Joy is usually accompanied by an inner peace—
also a fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). The people of Judah
were rejoicing because they had a place to freely worship
and reconnect with God. There should be great rejoicing
and inner peace for all believers in Jesus Christ, for we too
can freely worship and connect with God.

25 August 2013—Read Nehemiah 13:22. It seems
that since the day Moses read the Ten Commandments
to the Israelites, God’s people have struggled to keep
the Sabbath Day holy. That is just one day a week to rest
and focus on God, a day to refresh and renew. Could it
be we would not need spas and “me time” and other
means of de-stressing if we purified ourselves through
confession and truly kept one day holy? We will not
know until we try! �

2 June 2013—Read Isaiah 6:3. It is quite easy to get a
holier-than-thou attitude. It is even easier to say “Woe is
you” when we see some of the horrible things happening
in our world. However, like Isaiah, we must say “Woe is
me” when we compare our own spiritual condition to the
holiness of God. God calls us to be holy as He is holy
(I Pet. 1:16).

9 June 2013—Read Isaiah 12:4. How has God blessed
you? How have you praised or thanked God for His bless-
ings? With whom have you shared God’s blessings? God
blesses us not only because He loves us but also because
He wants to bless others through us (I Tim. 6:18-19).

16 June 2013—Read Isaiah 29:13. Even in Bible times,
some of the religious leaderswere reduced to secrecy and
underhanded human politics. When the Samaritan
woman voiced the religious views of her day (John 4:1-
26), Jesus got right to the point, saying, “True worship-
pers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth.” Hav-
ing a heart and a life that exemplifies worship is true
worship. We must not settle for less.

23 June 2013—Read Isaiah 65:17-18. God will keep
His every promise. We may think we can casually sin and
it will not affect us, but repeated sin produces an obsti-
nate people. Sin ties us to this world that will pass away
and be remembered no more. When trusting Jesus, we
are looking forward to our bright promised future while en-
joying His glory in the present.

30 June 2013—Read Ezra 3:4. The tribes of Judah and
Benjamin returned to Jerusalem to a temple in
ruins. The beauty was gone, but their love for God moti-
vated them. In the midst of rubble they built an altar in or-
der to worship and offer burnt offerings. When things
seem to be falling apart in your life, offer God your wor-
ship. Let Him help you, for He cares for you (I Pet. 5:7).

7 July 2013—Read Ezra 3:11. As believers in Jesus
Christ, we are God’s temple (I Cor. 6:19). Do you rejoice
over the foundation of your faith? “The foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are his” (II Tim. 2:19). That is a foundation we can
surely rejoice in and shout about.

14 July 2013—Read Ezra 6:16. God had fulfilled His
prophecies and answered His people’s prayers. When
God’s people see evidence that He is working in the
world, they experience a spontaneous joy. Where have
you seen God working in your world? Have you praised
Him for His mighty works?

Minute Meditations

Holy Worship
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Dads, Live Out Your Royalty!
BY PAUL R. BAWDEN

THE word “escape” can have differ-
ent meanings depending on con-

text. We can escape close calls with
danger. There are those who enjoy es-
caping into the realm of their imagina-
tions by reading books.
During the summer, many get away

from the daily routines of work and
school and escape on vacations.
Tourist destinations throughout the
United States thrive on the influx of
summer vacationers. Amusement
parks and national parks are common
places frequented by travelers seek-
ing to escape from the busyness of
work and homelife.
Sometimes the heat of the summer

months can be unbearable. For some,
high temperatures cause only some
discomfort; for others, the hot summer
weather is a detriment to life. To escape
the heat, people buy fans and air con-
ditioners. Sometimes people spend the
day by a pool or go to temperature-
controlled places such as malls.
In the Bible, we can find the word

“escape” used in several instances.
For example, Jesus once exclaimed,

“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers,
how can ye escape the damnation of
hell?” (Matt. 23:33). This is quite a
harsh question; yet it is so important.
Perhaps you have not thought about
“escaping” in this way.
The Bible teaches that God created

mankind for His glory, to love and fel-
lowship with Him. But sin and disobe-
dience broke that relationship. Death
and separation from God our Father
are the results of disobedience. This
punishment is what Jesus meant
when He talked in the stark terms not-
ed above.
Jesus Christ is the answer to the

question of how to escape the dark-
ness, sadness, guilt, and contamina-
tion of sin (Eph. 2:5; cf. Rom. 5:8;
I Thess. 5:9; Heb. 9:26).
I hope and trust that you have firm-

ly accepted Jesus Christ as your Sav-
iour by faith. If not, please give careful
consideration to the message of sal-
vation in Him that you will find as you
read through the following pages. The
type of escape He offers will change
your life forever. �

From the Editor’s Desk

Escape
BY DON RUFF

WHEN I was growing up, I loved to
play checkers with my father.

He was very good and usually won.
Regardless of the outcome, I used to
immensely enjoy getting a king. When
I moved my checker into his back row,
I would exclaim, “King me!” I knew I
would now have the ability tomovemy
piece both forward and backward on
the checkerboard. Upon becoming a
king in the game of checkers, I gained
new authority and ability.
As we honor fathers on Father’s Day,

I would like you to know, Dad, that you
are aking. In fact,Godhas “kinged” you.
How do I know that? Romans 5:17

has this to say to all believers in Jesus
Christ, but I offer it particularly to dads

on Father’s Day: “For if by one man’s
offence death reigned by one; much
more theywhich receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness
shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ.”
Obviously, Romans 5:17 is telling

dads that they are and will be royalty,
for they can “reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.” The question I ask is this:
“How can Dad become royalty and
then act like royalty?” Romans 5:17
gives us the answer.
1. Dad, understand who you are be-

fore God. Note the words “one man’s
offence” in Romans 5:17. Thesewords
refer to Adam, who represented the
human race. When he sinned in the
Garden of Eden, sin came into the hu-

man race. Verse 12 puts it this way:
“Wherefore, as by oneman sin entered
into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned.”
Since Adam, then, sin has been

passed to all generations after him,
which makes all of us sinners before
God. Physical and spiritual death are a
part of who we are because of Adam’s
sin, which has been passed down to us.
The reality that dads and all individu-

als are sinners before God does not
mean that you and I are not loved by
God. In fact, just theopposite is true.No-
tice the second teaching of this verse.
2. Dad, know what Jesus Christ has

done for you. The question that must
be asked is this: How was Adam’s of-
fense dealt with along with the sin and
death that have come into our lives?
Romans 5:17 provides the answer.

Jesus Christ, the Second Adam,
through the abundance of His grace to
us, has provided us the gift of right-
eousness—the privilege of being de-
clared righteous before God.
How did Christ make that provision

for us? He represented us by dying on
the cross as the perfect sacrifice for
our sin. He was buried and rose bodi-
ly from the dead, demonstrating that
God’s holiness has been satisfied and
that justification (being declared right-
eous) is available to anyone.
There is no greater love than God’s.

Romans 5:8 summarizes God’s love
for you, Dad—yes, for all of us: “But
God commendeth his love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.”
There isnogreater love than that.Only

one person could possibly have taken
upon himself the death penalty that
hungover us for breakingGod’s law; Je-
sus Christ is that one. His death shows
that our penalty has been paid, and His
bodily resurrection demonstrates that
God accepted the payment.
3. Dad, if you have not already, make

that choice toacceptChrist as yourSav-
iour. For you to experience this gift of
righteousness by God’s grace—being
declared righteous before God—you
must admit to God that you have
sinned, broken His commands. Then
you must repent and ask Christ to for-
give you. Based on His substitutionary
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death, He will provide His forgiveness
and eternal life. This is a one-time deci-
sion for Jesus Christ. I trust, Dad, that
you have repented and trusted in Jesus
Christ to be your Saviour. You know that
you are His forever and that nothing can
separate you fromHis love (I John 5:11-
13; cf. John 10:27-28; Rom. 8:37-39).
4. Dad, gain insight into who you are

andwhat you have in Christ.Once a fa-
ther trusts in Christ as his personal
Saviour, he can then have insight into
what God has for him (I Cor. 2:12-16),
for Christ is living in him (Col. 1:27).
Notice again what Romans 5:17

says to dads: “[You] shall reign in life
by one, Jesus Christ.” This means that
Dad’s position in Christ is one of roy-
alty. Through Jesus Christ, Dad can
have abundant life and conquer sin. In
Christ he has a lofty status.

●Title.Wearecalledkings (Rev. 5:10).
How can this be? What is taking place
here is that Jesus, who is King (19:16),
gives Dad, who knows Him as Saviour,
a title of royalty. This is possible because
the believer in Christ is an heir of God
and joint heir with Christ (Rom. 8:17).

● Position. Christ does not just give
the believer in Him the title of royalty;
the Lord also gives the believer the title
of a royal priest. He can reign in life by
JesusChrist. Do notmiss this teaching,
Dad. In Christ you are royalty. God sees
you that way and calls you part of His
royal priesthood (I Pet. 2:9).

● Resources. Since you are royalty
in Jesus Christ, you have all of the un-
searchable riches of Christ (cf. Eph.
3:8) available to you.
“Unsearchable” means they are too

great to fathom. The riches of Jesus
Christ are unlimited, so the believer in

Christ can never deplete His store-
house. There are always more re-
sources available, regardless of what
the believer uses. Christ’s storehouse
is eternal. His riches never run out, and
they never lose value. They are new
and fresh every day for time and eter-
nity (cf. Lam. 3:22-24; II Cor. 4:16-18).

● Kingdom. As royalty, Dad, you
have the privilege of having a king-
dom, a sphere in which you operate.
This includes your wife and children,
your home, your place of employment,
your church, your neighborhood, and
your friends. You also have the privi-
lege of sharing your royalty with those
to whom you relate in your role as Dad
and in the other roles that you fill on a
daily basis or at other times.

● Responsibility. Royalty also brings
with it responsibility. A king is responsi-
ble for overseeing what God has given
and meeting the needs of those around
him. It is an awesome responsibility to
be royalty in Jesus Christ!
5. Dad, let the royalty you have

through being in Christ be seen in what
you do.Putmore concisely, royalty acts
like royalty. How should royalty act?
King Jesus Christ set the example.
King Christ recognized where His

authority was from (John 5:19-30).
Christ’s authority was given to Him by
His Heavenly Father. He lived His life
on earth with His Father’s authority.
Who is Dad’s authority? He is Jesus

Christ. He gives Dad his authority (cf.
Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 1:8).
Jesus relied on His Father’s authority

by spending time alone in prayer with
Him, gaining wisdom and strength (cf.
Matt. 14:23). So Dad needs to spend
time alone with the Lord through daily

prayer and daily Bible reading/study. Of
course, Dad’s daily fellowship with his
Lord will affect how he responds in the
nitty-gritty of life.
If Dad feels he might lose his cool, he

can say to himself, “I need Your pa-
tience, Lord.” If he is tempted in his
thought life, he can say, “Your purity,
Lord.” Dad, use your authority in Christ.
It is yours to use (cf. Phil. 4:13). Experi-
ence King Jesus changing your life!
King Jesus used the authority His

Father gave Him by serving His Father
in serving others (cf. Mark 10:45). King
Jesus served others inmanyways, but
He ultimately served us by laying
down His life as our atonement to win
for us eternal life.
Dad must serve others as well, using

Christ’s ultimate sacrifice as an impetus
to give of himself to others. He starts
with his wife, seeking to serve her and
minister to her (cf. Eph. 5:25-28). Then
he serves his children, praying for them,
praising them, playing with them if they
are younger, and attending their activi-
ties when they are older (cf. 6:4). Final-
ly, he serves others, seeking to help
those in need (cf. I John 3:16-17).
Dad is not a dictator in the home.

Rather, he is to be a loving servant to his
family, using Christ’s authority to carry
out discipline in love. More than that, he
spends quality time with his wife and
with his children, building grace into
their lives with the love of Jesus Christ.
Remember our text: Dad “shall reign

in life by one, JesusChrist” (Rom. 5:17).
It is easy to misuse the authority that
Christ gives fathers. I have seen that
happen. It leads to division and unhap-
piness. But the father who uses the au-
thority of Christ wisely in the power of
the Holy Spirit (who lives within him),
letting the fruit of the Spirit (cf. Gal.
5:22-23) grow in his life, will demon-
strate clearly to his wife, children, and
others that he is a servant. Indeed, the
fatherwho knows JesusChrist, the true
King, seeks to live forHimandbeanex-
ample of Him to his family and the oth-
ers with whom he comes in contact.
6. Dad, above all, you realize that re-

lationships are themost important part
of your life. In particular, focus here on
those within your family—your wife
and your children.
In the midst of work and recreation,

it is easy to forget that the relation-
ships you have specifically with in your
family are eternal. You will never be
sorry that you took time with them,

(Continued on page 7)
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WEhold these Truths to be self-ev-
ident, that all Men are created

equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life, Lib-
erty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”
The second paragraph of the Declara-
tion of Independence is very clear. Lib-
erty is an unalienable right given to
each person by his or her Creator.
Since the days of the Revolution,

freedom has been a major concern for
all Americans. We all grow up hearing
that freedom is our right as Americans.
Unfortunately, people understand the
idea differently.
Christians are no different. In addi-

tion to the freedom all Americans
crave, Christian believers also think of
their freedom in Christ. But what ex-
actly is freedom, and how are believ-
ers to understand the freedom they
have in Christ?
After a civil war and numerous

Supreme Court battles, America is still
struggling to clearly define what the
Founding Fathers meant by freedom
for all.
Just who should be free? Does lib-

erty extend to all races and both gen-
ders? Does the government have the
right to control what I say and do not
say and where I can say it? Can a pas-
tor advocate a certain political party
or position from his pulpit? As this ar-
ticle was being written, a big freedom
issue has to do with whether the gov-
ernment has the right to tell (or even

legislate) how much salt a person can
consume each day.
It gets even more complicated for

those people who desire to serve and
obey both their God and their govern-
ment. This has been an issue from the
time of the midwives in Egypt (Exod.
1:15-21) who were pulled between the
governmental decree to kill all Hebrew
male babies and their desire to serve
God.
The Apostle Paul could not be

clearer in his command: “Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free” (Gal. 5:1).
Does this mean that a Christian can
do anything he or she desires to do?
Most believers would say that any ac-
tivity prohibited by the Ten Com-
mandments would not fall under the
category of liberty.
What about the multitude of deci-

sions that one must face every day?
The list is almost endless—What types
of entertainment can I be engaged in?
Can I go to the casino that is just down
the block?What can I drink?What can
I wear? What music can I listen to?
Should I shop at places owned by
non-Christians?What about shopping
at a store that is owned by a cultist?
What am I free to do as a Christian be-
liever? What lifestyle(s) am I free to
adopt?
On the surface, it would seem very

prudent not to follow the ideas and
worldview of the society in which we
find ourselves. Both Jesus and the

Apostle Paul have some very clear
guidelines that will enable any believ-
er to live in good conscience toward
his God and Saviour. To aid us in our
understanding of Christian freedom,
three key facts emerge from the Bible.
When Jesus first came on the pub-

lic scene, His message was very
clear: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he
hath sent me to . . . preach deliver-
ance to the captives” (Luke 4:18).
These words from Isaiah 61:1 make it
clear that Jesus saw His ministry as
one of proclaiming freedom. Jesus’
understanding of freedom came
more and more into focus as His min-
istry proceeded.
Perhaps Jesus’ clearest teaching on

the subject of freedomcomes from the
time He confronted the Pharisees
(John 8:36): “If the Son therefore shall
make you free, ye shall be free indeed”
(my emphasis). Jesus’ original audi-
ence did not grasp what He was say-
ing. After all, they were Abraham’s
children and born free (vs. 33). So,
how could Jesus set them free? They
were already free. Little could they
comprehend that Jesus was talking
about being set free from slavery to sin
(vss. 34-36).
For Jesus, Christian freedom is an

internal issue of sin. He came to set
people free from sin. The first thing
that one sees in the Bible about Chris-
tian freedom is that it is a tremendous

Freedom: An Opportunity
BY MARTIN R. DAHLQUIST
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Apostle Paul discussed a third great
truth about Christian freedom. In Ro-
mans 14:6 Paul confronted another
misunderstanding about Christian
freedom.
The local situation was this. Many of

the believers in Rome who had ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as their Saviour
had come out of a very legalistic back-
ground that included a lot of rules
about what one could eat and drink.
They thought that by following their
rules in a most scrupulous manner,
they could earn merit with God. But
under Christ, these old, external rules
and traditions no longer apply. The is-
sue now is what is on the inside—what
is in the heart (cf. Mark 7:18-23).
Some new believers could handle

the new situations; others could not.
To those who were insisting that their
new freedom allowed them to eat and
drink anything, Paul wrote, “Let not
then your good be evil spoken of: for
the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost” (Rom.
14:16-17). In a word, Paul was talking
about Christian love (cf. vs. 15).
Christian freedom, then, is a

tremendous opportunity to love one
another. In other words, Christian free-
dom is not about me but about others.
Any freedom that is self-focused is in
the end slavery. It is slavery to self,
perhaps one of the cruelest taskmas-
ters known to man.
I have presented the above truth to

scores of audiences of all ages over
the years. Without doubt, the first re-
action is always “What aboutme?” Lit-
tle do people realize that this response
indicates how deep in slavery they are
and how much they really do not un-
derstand freedom.
Christian freedom should be viewed

as a tremendous opportunity to focus
on others and not on oneself. When
Jesus Christ promised to set a person
free, He was talking about freedom to
be all you were made to be.
Human beings, much like a comput-

er that is set on default and continues to
do the same thing over and over again,
continue to demand that freedom
means they are free to do anything that
will benefit them. This is all so attractive
because it is all about self.
Jesus Christ has reset that default.

Believers are now free to do all that
was intended for them originally. Free-
dom, then, is the opportunity to reach
out and serve others as God originally
intended. �

opportunity to be free from sin’s pow-
er and control.
Which feels a greater sense of free-

dom—a fish swimming in a clear lake
or a fish flopping on a sandy beach?
Which feels a greater sense of free-
dom—a train flashing down the tracks
at sixty miles an hour or a train lying on
its side in a dirty ditch, going
nowhere? The answers to both are
rather obvious—the fish in the water
and the train on the track. Why is that?
Many people feel that freedom is an

open license to do anything they de-
sire. In reality, freedom is the opportu-
nity to experience all that you were
designed to do and be. Freedom “is
not the right and the ability to do as
one pleases, but the ability to move
without constraint in the sphere for
which God made us” (“A Worthy Def-
inition of Freedom,” Acton Institute,
www.acton.org).
In a sense, freedom is actually a lim-

itation. A bird might be limited to flying
in the air, but it is only there that it has
total freedom. The Acton Web site
concludes its definition of Christian
freedom: “Man wasmade in the image
of God to be like Him and to reflect his
holiness. Consequently he is free only
when he moves without constraint in
the sphere of holiness and obedience
to God’s law.”
This leads to a second great truth

about freedom that one finds in Scrip-
ture. Christian freedom is a tremen-
dous opportunity to be free to serve
the correct master.
Paulwrote thebookofRomans toad-

dress several misconceptions that peo-
ple had developed about grace. There
were those who thought that Paul’s
teaching of grace actually removed all
moral restraint and opened the person
to living a life of unbridled sin, lust, and
passion. “What then? shall we sin, be-
cause we are not under the law, but un-
der grace? God forbid” (6:15).
Paul’s response was quick: “Know

ye not, that to whom ye yield your-
selves servants to obey, his servants
ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin
unto death, or of obedience unto right-
eousness?” (Rom. 6:16). One can see
that the freedom here is not to do what
one might desire but to choose whom
one might serve. Christian freedom is
a tremendous opportunity to choose
to serve Jesus Christ. We are all ser-
vants. This is not the issue. That will
never change. What we can do is
choose to serve God and not Satan.
Later on in the same book, the

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit andWord of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.
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and, if necessary, rearranged your
schedule to do so. Your wife and chil-
dren will be eternally grateful to the
Lord. You will be blessed.
The story is told of a young boy who

wanted his father to build him a club-
house. But the father was always too
busy at the office or off to the golf
course. One day the little boy was se-
riously injured in an accident. As Dad
stood by his bed at the hospital, the lit-
tle boy looked up at him and said, “I
guess we won’t get that clubhouse
built.”
Dads, let us thank the Lord for His

abundant grace and gift of righteous-
ness. Let us live out the royalty Christ
gives us in His power for His glory! �

Dads, Live Out Your Royalty!

(Continued from page 5)
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IT is a well-known fact that many
churches today are going through

difficult times deciding what type of
music ministry they should have.
Perhaps the extremes of musical
style could simply be labeled very
conservative and very contemporary.
One style of worship includes noth-
ing in its services but the traditional
hymns and gospel songs found in
most hymnals. The other uses a
praise band and only the latest con-
temporary and popular praise-and-
worship songs.
A helpful reminder for us is the fact

that in sacred music, the most impor-
tant factor is the presentation of the
message of a composition. The pur-
pose behind sacred music should be
ministry rather than entertainment.
There are, of course, “fun” songs that
are appropriate in the right settings,
so we do not need to limit our ap-
proach only to that which is serious
and thought-provoking. What we
should try to avoid is inappropriate
music in services that are intended to
express our worship and devotion to
God.
Four basic questions will serve

to provoke some thoughtful evalua-
tion.

Question 1: Are the lyrics of our
songs biblical? This is appropriate to
ask even for some purely instrumental
presentations because it should be
our hope that the music will turn the
thoughts of the listeners to the words
of the song. Biblical accuracy should
be of primary importance to us in
these days when there is much false
doctrine being promoted by untrained
and/or unscrupulous teachers posing
as experts in God’s Word.
One of the values in using the hymns

and choruses that have been around for
a long time is the fact that in most cas-
es there is a depth of doctrinal and the-
ological teaching that can strengthen
our understanding of God’s truth. This
does not mean every song or chorus is
of equal value in instruction, nor does it
mean every piece has perfectly sound
theology. It does seem, however, that
newer sacredmusic of spiritual depth is
harder to find these days. So whatever
your preference in music, do not com-
pletely throw out the “old” songs!
While there is meaningful contem-

porary music being produced, there is
also traditional music that lacks a bib-
lical foundation, resulting in sentimen-
tal expressions only. There might be
occasions for the use of such music,

but we need to recognize it for what it
is and not use it as the main course of
our musical ministry. And if such mu-
sic is communicating an unbiblical
message, we should discard it. There
are plenty of musical choices avail-
able, so we do not need to compro-
mise the truth of God’s Word.
Wemust always remember that some

believers are immature and in the
process of spiritual development. We
do not want to confuse them with mes-
sages in song that will hinder their
growth. There are alsomanybelievers in
our churches with little comprehension
of biblical depth. We should always
want to help them grow rather than en-
courage their lack of understanding.
Question 2: Is the music itself ac-

ceptable for accomplishing our min-
istry? This is more difficult to deter-
mine, primarily because of personal
tastes. It is also very important, be-
cause this is probably the main divid-
ing factor among believers involved in
church music. “I do not like that rau-
cous music!” “I think that music is so
boring!” The opinions are wide and
varied and often held to dogmatically.
So is there a way to examine and an-
swer this question? Is it possible that
some musicians do not analyze what

Effective Music Ministries
BY KEITH E. EGGERT, MABS
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It saddens me to admit that in many
cases, however, the music depart-
ment is the “war department” of the
church. It should not be, because mu-
sic can be a source of great blessing
and encouragement to every age-
group in the church. Starting with
teaching small children songs based
on biblical truth and stories and con-
tinuing through the teen and adult
age-groups, everyone should be in-
volved. Two Old Testament incidents
in which there was widespread in-
volvement in music come to mind.
When David moved the ark of the

covenant to Jerusalem, he had the
Levites appoint men to be singers ac-
companied by a variety of musical in-
struments (I Chron. 15:16-28). This
was a momentous event. Previously
Uzza had died in the attempt to move
the ark (13:6-10). On that occasion
too, music accompanied the proces-
sion. The interruption delayed the
moving of the ark into Jerusalem, but
when that finally occurred, David de-
termined that God would be honored
and glorified in every way possible.
“And David spake to the chief of the

Levites to appoint their brethren to be
the singers with instruments of mu-
sick, psalteries and harps and cym-
bals, sounding, by lifting up the voice
with joy” (I Chron. 15:16). Chenaniah,
a skilled musician, was chosen to be
in charge (vss. 22, 27). The sound
must have been magnificent: “Thus all
Israel brought up the ark of the
covenant of the Lord with shouting,
and with sound of the cornet, and with
trumpets, and with cymbals, making a
noise with psalteries and harps” (vs.
28).
After Nehemiah and the people of

Judah completed the rebuilding of the
wall of Jerusalem following the return
from Captivity, two large thanksgiving
choirs were formed (Neh. 12:27-43). It
was a time when they could express
their great joy, with music being the
best medium for doing so. Everybody
participated. “Also that day they of-
fered great sacrifices, and rejoiced: for
God had made them rejoice with great
joy: the wives also and the children re-
joiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem
was heard even afar off” (vs. 43).
Paulwrote, “What is it then? Iwill pray

with the spirit, and Iwill praywith theun-
derstandingalso: Iwill singwith thespir-
it, and I will sing with the understanding
also” (I Cor. 14:15). Praying and
singing—both should edify and unite;
neither should ever divide. �

fit is right. Conversely, if there is no
such combination of musical ele-
ments, the message and meaning of
the song will be lost or relegated to
secondary importance. There might
be times when the words by them-
selves or the music by itself would be
very meaningful, but being put togeth-
er in an unsuitable combination
lessens the effect of both.
Question 4: Does the song fit the oc-

casion? Many sacred pieces can be
used in almost any situation or service,
but there are some that need to be re-
served for special purposes. It might
not be the best choice to sing “Hallelu,
hallelu, hallelu, hallelujah! Praise ye the
Lord!” and have men and women take
turns jumping to their feet in a morn-
ing worship service. On the other
hand, “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”
might be out of place in an informal
sing-along with the young people.
A large variety of music is available

to us. Some pieces are more worship-
ful than others, and some are peppy
and informal. Common sense will en-
able us to properly prepare for any sit-
uation. Serious times call for serious
music, but fun times call for fun music.
The New Testament mentions three
different types of music, which gives
us a standard to follow, especially in
our church services.
The Apostle Paul wrote this to the

Ephesian believers: “[Speak] to your-
selves in psalms and hymns and spir-
itual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord” (Eph.
5:19). To the church at Colosse he
wrote, “Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord” (Col. 3:16). This variety of styles
gave everyone an opportunity to joy-
fully participate in worship through
music.
Psalms were musical renditions of

Scripture, as they are today. Hymns
emphasize teaching about God or are
addressed to God. Spiritual songs
might well have been extemporane-
ous musical utterances born out of
joyful hearts needing to express them-
selves in a meaningful way. Today we
think of them as gospel songs in which
we express some truth of the Christian
life or joy of our salvation. This is the
style where most praise-and-worship
music would fit. It is biblical to have
variety in music.

they do and thus use only the style that
appeals to them?
Perhaps you have noticed that in

much of today’s pop music there is
very little emphasis on melody. Musi-
cal phrases are often short and chop-
py, without a sense of the flow of the
musical line. The first thing we should
look for in our sacred music is the
presence of a singable melody. In the
world of advertising, we remember
best those products that include jin-
gles that catch our attention. Those of
us who are older can still recall certain
products that many years ago were
associated with such melodies.
Perhaps you have also noticed the

prominence of dissonance rather than
consonance in some modern music. If
there is prolonged dissonance in mu-
sic, the result will be jangled nerves or
artificial emotional highs that come
from an unrelenting attack on the ears
and psyche. This is the desired result
of most rock concerts. The most
meaningful sacred music will be that
which soothes and inspires us to focus
on the message being presented.
It seems that non-Christian musi-

cians, including composers of classi-
cal music, tend to express their frus-
tration with life and their lack of inner
peace with dissonance. In contrast,
the believer has “peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom.
5:1). Our music should be an expres-
sion of that peace. Sacred music
based primarily on consonance and
with a regular rhythm will help accom-
plish that purpose. The rhythm is also
to be considered, because a flowing
melody comes when the emphasis is
on the strong beats of each measure,
though syncopation can at times add
musical color.
Question 3: Do the words and mu-

sic go together in the best way possi-
ble? If the goal of sacred music is min-
istry and the presentation of a
message, then the words and music
need to complement each other. The
music needs to be such that it will en-
hance and reinforce the lyrics. This
can be accomplished through a num-
ber of different styles of music. Some
spirituals need that minor, soulful
sound in order to express what those
long-ago slaves were experiencing.
Some gospel songs need a driving
beat to express their joy.
If the combination of melody, har-

mony, and rhythm are such that the lis-
tener focuses on the words, then the
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AS a Sunday school teacher, I
taught each Sunday, even though

my schedule was already demanding.
I saw my role as creating an environ-
ment in which the Word of God could
be internalized. Sunday school teach-
ing reminds me of what I must cher-
ish—theWord of God and the well-be-
ing of the community of faith. I always
have to remindmyself that theWord of
God is the focus, not me.
Preparing a Bible lesson places a

high value on teaching. One must be
motivated to take the relationships be-
tween people seriously. Taking such
an approach places a premium on get-
ting people to interact with theWord of
God. This type of ministry was illus-
trated by Paul when he called the Jew-
ish community together to explain
what his message was. Paul testified
about the kingdom of God and all day
long engaged the people in a conver-
sation about Jesus (Acts 28:23).
Jesus provides support for a rela-

tional focus in the preparation and
teaching of Bible lessons. He showed
that virtues and a holy life are tested in
interaction with one another. Jesus
outlined how to relate to the Jews, how
to relate to each other, how to relate to
independent ministries, how to deal
with false teachers, how to deal with
those who stray from obedience, how
to deal with brothers who offend, how
to relate to jealous believers, and how
to deal with new converts and disci-
ples (cf. Matt. 17, 18; Mark 9:33-50;
Luke 9:49-62). These are foundational
elements that should be brought into
our preparation of a Bible lesson. The
question should be, How do I bring—
let us say a golden text—to the people
of God and start a conversation about
how the nature of God should manifest
itself in our everyday lives?
With a relational emphasis, conver-

sation about God the Father and Je-
sus is central to preparing Bible les-
sons. The audience is invited to learn
about God and how one can con-
tribute to the common good of the
Christian community and society in
general. Conversation is important to
achieving this goal. We should frame
lessons with the objective of assisting

the body of Christ, not just ourselves.
This is exemplified in Jesus’ triple
question to Peter regarding love and
the subsequent repeated commands
to feed His (Jesus’) sheep (John
21:15-17).
Conversing with others about Jesus

takes time and effort. The life of the
teacher becomes one that naturally
accompanies and supports teaching
the Word of God. Paul made the case
that teachers teach and live by exam-
ple (Phil. 3:17). The first example for
the teacher is Jesus. The Jesus-driven
teacher is more likely to excite his au-
dience with the Scripture text of the
day. He will engage in conversation
that uses examples from the Bible,
deals with decision-making choices of
the born-again Christian, and perhaps
discusses the importance of memoriz-
ing a Scripture text for the week.
Scripturally speaking, preparing a

Bible lesson is based on the under-
standing that a lesson is a conversa-
tion about God among the people of
God. The conversation is not a one-
man show. One way to describe the
nature of preparing a conversational
Bible lesson is to use the following
idea from Paul: “one body.” Drawing
from the teaching of Jesus, Paul used
“one body” to indicate the nature of
the community of faith. As part of the
body, our inspirations do not emerge
out of a vacuum but are part of a com-
munity of faith. So we ask the question
“What is the relevance of this lesson to
the everyday activities and challenges
that confront us in this community?”
Such a pointed question impels us to
look for the responses given in the
Bible.
The “one body” illustration of Paul

implies that we assume the vocation
both of a learner and a listener as we
teach a Bible lesson. Each time a
teacher upholds the importance of
learning and listening, the collective
enterprise of teaching is supported.
Each time a teacher fails to contribute
inspirationally in Sunday school or
while teaching a Bible lesson, harm is
done to the audience and the Christian
community.
Paul’s “one body” emphasizes the

nature of the Word and what Jesus
called the “kingdom of God.” As we
tell and retell truths about God in a
Bible lesson, the concept of the king-
dom of God begins to assume a larg-
er importance for the audience. The
kingdom of God principle encourages
us to look at the broader implications
of what is being taught.
In short, when we view teaching a

Bible lesson within a conversational
context, we need to remember that
each time we come to teach, we
should recognize an importance be-
yond ourselves. We touch the future
through those we teach.
It is important to carry on conversa-

tions between generations. We touch
the future not just for those whom we
teach but for generations that will fol-
low them as well. Our task is to pass
the baton of conversation about God,
not just information and value posi-
tions that have worked for us.
When teaching a Bible lesson is

viewed as an act representing the call
of a Christian, the question is “What
model will we assume for preparing
and teaching a Bible lesson?” Using
the principle of “one body,” the
teacher should set an agenda of ex-
cellence in two major areas: content
and relationship. For a Bible lesson to
be effective, onemust know the Scrip-
ture and have the ability to relate with
an audience that may not want to
study the Scriptures with the same
vigor as the teacher. This calls for an
ability to communicate effectively
what has been studied in preparation
for teaching a Bible lesson.
The first step is to work on compe-

tence in the ability to present the Bible
lesson. The second step is to develop
quality relationships with the audience
both inside and outside the class en-
vironment. These two steps highlight
the importance of content and the per-
son-to-person commitment involved
in a Bible lesson.
First and foremost, we must have

something to offer. A competent
teacher loves the content or subject
matter being taught and does whatev-
er is necessary to make a particular
scriptural text understandable to the

A Conversational Approach to
Preparing and Teaching a Bible Lesson

BY CYRIL LATZOO, PH.D.
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and being able to communicate with
his audience.
The relational focus of a conversa-

tional teacher is part of his realization
that he is simply a fellow Christian and
student of theWord of God. The fellow
Christian (and student) teaches with
content-rich vision that is open to dis-
covery and insight into the Word of
God. A person-to-person focus sug-
gests that a major reason for the dis-
semination of the Word of the Lord is
to seek the growth of the kingdom of
God in the heart of each Christian be-
liever.
Time and timing are crucial as we

approach one another. Conversation-
al teaching requires that time be made
available to every member of an audi-
ence to let relationships grow natural-
ly, without undue pressure or prying. In
addition, we need to be aware of the
art of timing as we work with each oth-
er. It takes sensitivity to know when to
speak and how much to say. For con-
versational teaching to take place in a
Bible lesson environment, a teacher
and his audience require both struc-
tured and unstructured time to reflect
on the Word of God, meeting each
other in conversation.
Preparing and teaching a Bible les-

son should flow from the premise that
a Christian shares the Word of God
while at the same time learning. This
will lead to conversation with the audi-
ence that points to the importance of
a fulfilling Christian life. �

capable of turning to the Word of God
when confronted with the harsh reali-
ties of life. Paul used himself as an ex-
ample. He sometimes found himself
torn between the desire to leave and
to be with Christ and the desire to stay
to minister (Phil. 1:23).
Second, conformity, or integrity,

asks a person to have agreement be-
tween what he says and what he be-
lieves and lives. We find this in Jesus’
injunction to the lawyer who ad-
dressed Him as “Master” (meaning
Teacher) and asked Him what to do to
inherit the kingdom of God (Luke
10:25-37). Third is empathy. A good
Christian teacher needs to feel the
struggle of others, including the strug-
gle to understand the lesson material
and the struggle of poverty. It was the
Apostle John who said, “But whoso
hath this world’s good, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up his
bowels of compassion from him, how
dwelleth the love of God in him?” (I
John 3:17).We know that as Christians
we are commanded to love our neigh-
bor and to have intense love for one
another (Matt. 22:39; I Pet. 4:8).
The fourth element is that the Chris-

tian teacher needs to recognize the
traits of unconditional love, conformi-
ty, and empathy in others in order to
facilitate listening and learning. Con-
versational teaching makes the Word
of God available to all, but the depth of
the relationship will depend on the
teacher preparing the lesson to teach

audience. It is not enough to want to
teach; one must have knowledge of
Scripture and a deep faith in God. As
Peter emphasized, we must “grow in
grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II Pet.
3:18).
Christians in general are forever

hungry for the Word of God. For in-
stance, I was a guest speaker at a
church synod in a Midwestern city in
the United States. During one of the
sessions, I asked by show of hands
how many would want their church to
cancel the weekly Bible study meet-
ings. I saw no hand raised. I then
asked why the meetings should con-
tinue. The summary of the majority of
the responses: You can never have
enough of the Word of God. This sug-
gests that content requires more at-
tention in the Bible lesson. There is a
growing agreement among pastors
and Sunday school teachers that
sometimes, in some churches, Bible
lessons are deficient in content.
It is important to focus on the con-

tent in Bible lessons and at the same
time admit that we must struggle to
determine what that content is. I am a
proponent of the idea that teaching
should be conversational, but fueled
by content. Can the average Christian
make sense of theWord of God?What
are the competing impacts of being a
believer in this world?
In short, conversational teaching

puts content first. Only after making
such a commitment does the relation-
al concern for the Christian fit into
place. Conversation about God is
based on the premise that the Word of
God is the common center of conver-
sation and is supported by relational
concern for others.
The commitment to preparing a

Bible lesson in a conversational man-
ner relies on the desire for relation-
ships within a Christian community
and seeks to find a way to cause bib-
lical instruction to occur outside the
formal lesson as well as inside.
The Bible offers us quite a few ele-

ments of a constructive interpersonal
relationship that should be integral to
teaching Bible lessons. I list only four
of them: unconditional love, conform-
ity (integrity), empathy, and the other’s
perception of interpersonal attitude.
First, it is important to have uncondi-
tional love for an audience and to help
them discover the character and po-
tential necessary for becoming believ-
ers who know theWord of God and are
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LACHISH, a fortress city in the
Judean hill country called the

Shephelah, was one of the most im-
portant cities in Old Testament Pales-
tine. Among the cities of Judah, it
gave way in size and significance only
to Jerusalem. It lay some thirty miles
southwest of the ancient city of
David. The last remains of Lachish
rest atop a twenty-acre rectangular-
shaped mound (or “tell”) with steep
sides that rise nearly fifty feet straight
up. Known today as Tell Lachish in
Hebrew and Tell ed-Duweir in Arabic,
it is one of Israel’s largest archaeo-
logical sites.
This site had the requisite geo-

graphical and topographical features
for building a city in the ancient world.
There was plentiful well water close
by for human consumption and for
growing crops. Equally important, the
mound site was ideally situated for
defensive purposes. It had deep, dry
riverbeds (called wadis) all around,
with the only weakness being a low-
lying saddle at the southwest corner.
It was at this corner that a road was
built from the base of the mound up
to the city’s fortified gateway entry

(Feldman, “Return to Lachish,” Bibli-
cal Archaeology Review (BAR),
May–June 2002).
The city of Lachish spans Bible his-

tory from the Israelite conquest of
Canaan (Josh. 10), through assaults
by Pharaoh Shishak, Assyria’s Sen-
nacherib, Babylonia’s Nebuchadnez-
zar, and the return of Israelite exiles
from the Babylonian Captivity (Neh.
11:30). In light of the biblical signifi-
cance of Lachish, it is good that our
knowledge of the site is so extensive.
As Philip J. King noted, “Perhapsmore
is known about Lachish than any oth-
er Near Eastern site, thanks to more
than 25 Biblical references and extra-
Biblical references in Egyptian and As-
syrian records, as well as commemo-
rative reliefs carved on stone panels in
Nineveh (modern Kuyunjik, in northern
Iraq). And we have a world of informa-
tion from three excavations of the site”
(“Why Lachish Matters,” BAR,
July–August 2005).

EXCAVATIONS AT LACHISH
Excavations at Lachish began with

the detailed plans of James L. Starkey
and the British Wellcome-Marston Ex-

pedition of 1932 through 1938. Fol-
lowing Starkey’s sudden and tragic
death at the hands of Arab robbers, his
very capable assistant, Olga Tufnell,
produced “a meticulous excavation
report” (Ussishkin, “Answers at
Lachish,” BAR, November–December
1979). Charles H. Inge and G.
Lankester Harding continued excava-
tions at Lachish from 1938 to 1940.
But for the next twenty-five years, the
site was abandoned. Thereafter, Israeli
teams headed by Yohanan Aharoni
conducted excavations at Lachish for
only two short seasons in 1966 and
1968 (Vos, Archaeology in Bible
Lands, Moody).
Finally, in 1973, David Ussishkin be-

gan the most important and compre-
hensive excavations done at Lachish
to date. Ussishkin’s work was con-
ducted under the auspices of Tel Aviv
University (where he was professor of
archaeology) and the Israel Explo-
ration Society. Ussishkin’s very me-
thodical excavations covered eleven
seasons from 1973 until 1987 (Feld-
man).
The dig at Tell Lachish boasted a

150-person workforce at its height.
According to Ussishkin, “it was the
busiest dig in the country.” But even
after the digging ended, Ussishkin re-
mained active at the site until 1994.
During that time, he participated in the
Israeli National Parks Authority’s proj-
ect to restore the magnificent city gate
complex of Lachish (Feldman).

JOSHUA’S CONQUEST OF
LACHISH
Ussishkin identified seven distinct

occupation levels (strata) at Lachish.
According to Ussishkin, the two ear-
liest strata, Levels VII and VI, were
both Canaanite cities. He noted that
the land of Canaan was under Egypt-
ian control during this time. But
Egypt’s hold over southern Canaan
began to notably weaken, part of the
ebb and flow that marked the history
of the region. This weakening made
the then unfortified sites susceptible
to conquest (Ussishkin, “Lachish—
Key to the Israelite Conquest of
Canaan?” BAR, January–February
1987).
Ussishkin noted that both Canaan-

Lachish: Fortress City of Judah
BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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Henry Layard in Sennacherib’s Nin-
eveh palace. These were uncovered
between 1847 and 1851.
Conspicuously absent from Sen-

nacherib’s monumental boasts about
his own greatness is any claim to hav-
ing conquered Hezekiah’s Jerusalem.
He was denied the prize he most
sought whenGodHimself miraculous-
ly delivered Jerusalem from destruc-
tion (cf. II Kings 19:35-36). As Alfred
Hoerth rightly wrote, “Sennacherib
had a successful western campaign,
but only so far as the Lord permitted
him” (Archaeology and the Old Testa-
ment, Baker).

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S JUDEAN
JUGGERNAUT
After Lachish fell to Sennacherib,

Assyria evidently held the city until
its power began to wane. In time, Ju-
dah regained control of the city and
rebuilt its fortified walls and city gate
complex. According to Ussishkin,
this rebuilding program (possibly
done by King Josiah) and the subse-
quent Babylonian invasions belong
to sixth-century Level I I at Tel l
Lachish (“Restoring the Great Gate
at Lachish,” BAR, March–Apr i l
1988).
Lachish was clearly under Judah’s

control when the Babylonian king
Nebuchadnezzar launched his series
of campaigns against the nation be-
tween 606 and 586 B.C. According to
Jeremiah 34:7, as Nebuchadnezzar’s
army forged through Judah and
neared Jerusalem, around 589 B.C.,
the only other fortified cities that had
not yet fallen were Lachish and
Azekah (midway between Lachish and
Jerusalem). Both cities are mentioned
in the Lachish Letters, one of the most
important finds made at the ancient
site.
Regarding the impact of these let-

ters, Vos wrote, “Dramatic confirma-
tion of the final days of Judah came
with the discovery of the Lachish Let-
ters, twenty-one inscribed pieces of
pottery found in the guardhouse at the
city gate. These were addressed by
subordinates at military outposts to
the commander of Lachish.” Us-
sishkin stated that “even today, more
than 50 years after their discovery, the
Lachish letters remain the most im-
portant cache of written documents
from the Biblical period ever found in
ancient Israel” (“Restoring the Great
Gate”). �

established storehouses in Judah’s
fortified cities. As DeVries explained,
“In addition to the palace-fort the roy-
al fortif ied city [of Lachish] was
equippedwith government storehous-
es similar to those found at Beershe-
ba and Megiddo, indicating that
Lachish functioned as a major admin-
istrative center in the southern king-
dom. The storehouses were perhaps
used to keep items like ‘food, oil, and
wine’ (II Chron. 11:11) as well as other
goods.”
In 925 B.C., the fifth year of Re-

hoboam’s reign, Pharaoh Shishak
tested the strength of Judah’s fortified
cities (II Chron. 12:1-6). Because Re-
hoboam had forsaken the law of God,
the Lord abandoned the rebellious
king to the huge Egyptian force that
descended upon the southern king-
dom. All of the fortified cities fell, and
Lachish was destroyed.

LACHISH SUCCUMBS TO
SENNACHERIB
During his mil itary campaigns

against the cities of Judah in 701 B.C.,
the Assyrian king Sennacherib
(705–681 B.C.) paid special attention to
Lachish. He wanted to eliminate the
second largest fortified city in Judah
before attacking King Hezekiah at
Jerusalem. Ussishkin assigned this
eighth-century Assyrian activity to
Level III at Tell Lachish.
According to Sennacherib’s annals,

during his Judean campaign he de-
stroyed forty-six of Judah’s fortified
cities, including Lachish (cf. II Kings
18:13-16; II Chron. 32:9). Using a stan-
dard tactic, the Assyrians built a siege
ramp, the remnants of which still stand
to a height of forty feet. The spot cho-
sen to build the ramp was the weak
southwestern corner of Lachish,
where a “topographic saddle makes
the tell approachable—and vulnerable
. . . The intensity of the assault can be
gauged from the number of arrow-
heads found in this part of the tell—
more than 800 [as well as many half-
pound slingstones]” (Feldman). The
intensity of the fighting is also sug-
gested by the discovery of a mass
grave containing the remains of fifteen
hundred Lachish defenders slain while
defending the city.
The conquest of Lachish became

the centerpiece of Sennacherib’s
campaign in Judah. This is evident
from the seventy linear feet of magnif-
icent bas-reliefs excavated by Austen

ite settlements of Lachish, but espe-
cially Level VI, show evidence of vio-
lent destruction by fire. He related,
“Traces of the conflagration could be
seen everywhere that Level VI remains
were uncovered. The destruction was
apparently complete, and the popula-
tion liquidated or driven out”
(“Lachish—Key?”).
The obvious question is, “At whose

hands was the last Canaanite city of
Lachish so thoroughly destroyed?”
Ussishkin’s answer comes from Scrip-
ture. The archaeologist stated, “We
believe that this destruction should be
attributed to the invading Israelites, as
recorded in the book of Joshua 10:31-
32” (“Answers”).
While Ussishkin conceded that

there are still unanswered questions
about the destruction of Lachish Lev-
el VI, he nevertheless concluded that
“the conquest of Lachish stands out
as a unique event in the Biblical story
of the Israelite conquest of Canaan
and the archaeological data fit the bib-
lical text in every detail” (“Lachish—
Key?”).

REHOBOAM AND SHISHAK
Ussishkin found that following the

catastrophic destruction of Lachish
Level VI, the site was abandoned and
remained virtually uninhabited for a
time (“Lachish—Key?”). By the tenth
century, however, Lachish was set-
tled once again, this time by the Is-
raelites. The city (late Level V or early
Level IV) appears again in the biblical
narrat ive during the reign of
Solomon’s son Rehoboam (931–913
B.C.), the first king of Judah during the
divided monarchy.
According to II Chronicles 11:5-10,

Rehoboam fortified Lachish and four-
teen other cities to serve as a defense
network throughout Judah. These
cities were in the southern and west-
ern parts of Judah, where attacks by
the Egyptians and Philistines were an-
ticipated.
Rehoboam built the first Judean

palace-fort at Lachish. The palace-
fort—the Lachish governor’s resi-
dence and the dominant structure in
the city—was constructed atop a
colossal, rubble-filled, stone-wall
podium. In time, the structure came to
measure 150 feet in length by 115 feet
in width (DeVries, Cities of the Biblical
World, Hendricks).
Also as a preparedness measure

against possible attack, Rehoboam
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THE Master’s Academy Inter-
national (TMAI) is a fellowship of

ministry training centers located
around the world that is committed to
training local pastors and church lead-
ers for an expository ministry of God’s
Word. TMAI currently has fourteen
such training centers in fourteen dif-
ferent countries on six continents.

THE HISTORY OF TMAI
The vision of TMAI began in 1986

when Dr. John MacArthur, pastor of
Grace Community Church and presi-
dent of The Master’s Seminary, issued
the challenge: “Let’s replicate TheMas-
ter’s Seminary all over the world.”
Thesewords came in recognition of the
fact that despite tremendous growth in
the number of local churches around
the world, many countries are in need

of national leaders who are trained as
Bible expositors and capable of pro-
viding spiritual oversight and sound
theological instruction. TMAI focuses
on this need because of its conviction
that the spiritual health and effective
ministry of a local church depend on its
leaders and their ability to establish the
church in the truth of Scripture.
TMAI did not start as an organization

first; rather, the Lord raised up individ-
ual training centers over time and in dif-
ferent parts of the world that would col-
lectively become TMAI. In God’s
providence, the first of these training
centers cameabout just as the iron cur-
tain was coming down around the for-
mer Soviet Union in the early 1990s.
The presidents of the Russian and
Ukrainian Baptist Unions came to The
Master’s Seminary (TMS) in California

and asked TMS graduates to come
help start schools in their countries.
In response to their invitation, a del-

egation of TMS instructors, along with
the regular ambassadorial missions of
Dr. Robert Provost, president of Slav-
ic Gospel Association, carried forward
this newmovement of God to train ex-
positors in Eastern Europe. This led to
the establishment of the first TMAI
training center—Irpin Biblical Semi-
nary in Ukraine—in 1991.
As the ministry at Irpin flourished and

TMS graduates from different countries
saw the strategic opportunities of
strengthening church leadership world-
wide, more training centers were estab-
lished in the years that followed.
1997—Christ Baptist Church Semi-

nary, Polokwane, South
Africa

The Master’s Academy International:
Training Church Leaders Worldwide

BY FRANK PASS

TMAI symposium attendees
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schools. To maintain strong personal
relationships and to keep up with what
the Lord is doing in other parts of the
world, representatives from each of the
training centers gather annually at an
international symposium and regional
summit meetings to worship, fellow-
ship, learn, and plan. These events
have become the center of a collective
ministry scattered across the globe.
Perhaps the impact of the training

offered by TMAI schools is best ex-
pressed by the testimony of its gradu-
ates. One such graduate is Sergey
Perevishko, who earned amaster of di-
vinity degree at Irpin Biblical Seminary.
He now directs the Irpin Bible School
and serves as an ordained deacon of
Irpin Bible Church. Here is his testimo-
ny while still a student at IBS:
“It is a great privilege and honor for

me to study at Irpin Biblical Seminary.
My life has been deeply impacted not
only through the excellent teaching
and disciplined studies at Irpin Biblical
Seminary, but also through the great
examples ofmy instructors. Their ded-
ication to God’s Word, sincere love for
the students, passionate service to the
Lord, and steadfast dedication to the
truth, impresses and encourages me
to faithfully serve the Lord. My current
courses in the study of exegesis and
the practice of expository preaching
have greatly impacted my ministry.
Due to my training at IBS, I have fully
dedicatedmyself to the preaching and
teaching of God’s Word through the
method of expository preaching.”

THE FUTURE OF TMAI
Through God’s abundant blessing,

there are currently 2,284 graduates
from TMAI member schools—a num-
ber that representsmany countries and
churches and that continues to grow as
graduations at the schools are held
each year. There are TMAI schools that
have recently celebrated tenth and
twentieth anniversaries. At least four
new training centers are on the horizon.
(These must have a connection with an
existing TMAI school and go through a
process of evaluation and confirmation
before becoming member schools
themselves.) Fourteen other existing
schools are interested in becoming
members of TMAI.
Important considerations for the

ministry going forward include:
● avoiding doctrinal drift;
● choosing faithful men to serve as

have gone on to establish numerous
“daughter” training ministries in their
respective countries, thus continuing to
entrust the truth to faithful men who
can, in turn, teach others.

THE ESSENCE OF TMAI
TMAI’s overarching commitment is

to train church leaders in the context
of their own country and culture, en-
abling them to accurately handle
God’s Word and effectively shepherd
local churches in the joyful pursuit of
following Jesus Christ. Those who
teach at the training centers, both by
precept and by personal example,
strive to accomplish this overarching
goal by means of committing to:
● mature in all areas of personal
growth—including the head, heart,
hands, lips, and life (Eph. 4:12)—with
a view to ministry skills, giftedness,
Bible knowledge, and godly charac-
ter (Gal. 5:18-23; I Tim. 3:1-13; Titus
1:1-9) through studying God’s Word;

● live as examples to other believers
(I Tim. 4:12);

● prepare expositional messages,
live faithfully by those messages,
and teach them by applying the
messages to the lives of God’s peo-
ple through preaching and group
and individual instruction (Ezra
7:10; II Tim. 4:2);

● train the next generation of pastors,
deacons, and saints (II Tim. 2:1-2);

● gather and distribute biblical re-
sources, translate unavailable ma-
terials, and research and write what
is needed (II Tim. 4:13);

● avoid distraction by every theological
trend or issue that might result in los-
ing sight of the above needs (Eph.
4:14; I Tim. 4:1-7) and instead guard
the heavenly treasure (I Tim. 6:20;
II Tim. 1:14); and

● glorify God in all areas of life (Rev.
4:11).
A strong commitment to the local

church marks the ministry of TMAI.
Many of the training ministries are an
organic part of a local church, and the
prayer and financial support of part-
nering local churches spread through-
out the world are vital for both the mis-
sionary families and the work of the
training centers.
TMAI has thus become a fellowship

of training ministries located around
the world and offering academic, fi-
nancial, and personal resources to
strengthen its individual member

1998—Word of Grace Biblical Sem-
inary, Mexico City, Mexico

—Word of Grace Bible Insti-
tute, Novorossiysk, Russia

2000—The Shepherd’s Bible Col-
lege, Hastings, New Zealand

—Samara Center for Biblical
Training, Samara, Russia

—Theological Biblical Acad-
emy, Krapina, Croatia

—Novosibirsk Biblical Theo-
logical Seminary, Novosi-
birsk, Russia

2001—The European Biblical Train-
ing Center, Berlin, Germany

2002—Pasoral Training Seminary,
Pune, India (now relocated
to Goa)

—Hamadera Bible Institute,
Osaka, Japan

2004—Instituto Ekklesia, Fortaleza,
Brazil

—Ministerios Evangelicos de
las Americas, Siguatepeque,
Honduras

—Italian Teological Academy,
Catania, Sicily

2005—a new training center in Al-
bania

2008—The Expositor’s Academy,
Manila, Philippines

Of course, noneof these training cen-
ters would have been possible without
the tireless efforts of missionaries and
their families. A number of the training
centers were established by nationals
who, after graduating from TMS, were
returning to their home countries, mak-
ing the training indigenous from the be-
ginning. Others were established by
those who left home and country to
dwell in a foreign land. Thestoryof TMAI
is really their story, a story of individual
families that also make up one big fam-
ily. Though theTMAI family is a largeand
diverse group, it is bound together by a
common and strong commitment to
Christ and the spread of His gospel, to
the establishment and strengthening of
local churches, and to training God’s
people for the work of the ministry.
With a vision to establish a fellowship

of like-minded training ministries that
could support each other through fel-
lowship, prayer, and the sharing of
strategies and theological resources,
TMAI incorporated in 2005 with eleven
training centers. At the time of this writ-
ing there are fourteen member training
ministries in fourteen countries, with
extension programs reaching into even
more. Graduates from these schools (Continued on page 17)
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THE world of Islam is not restricted
to the lands of sun-scorched

deserts and camel caravans. Increas-
ingly, Muslims are our neighbors,
classmates, and friends.
The population of Muslims world-

wide is reported to be around 1.3 to
1.5 billion. Islam is the second-largest
world religion and is reputed to be the
fastest growing. Islam is spreading all
over Africa and Europe and is growing
in South America.
There are anywhere between one

million and seven million Muslims liv-
ing in the U.S. (reports vary widely).
How do we, as followers of Jesus, ef-
fectively share our faith with this grow-
ing group of people?
The teachings, beliefs, and intrica-

cies of Islam are too vast to go into de-
tail about here, but perhaps they can
be summed up by the shahādah, or
Muslim creed, which is, “There is no
God but Allah and Muhammad is the
messenger of God.”
Some similarities in belief can be

found among Muslims, Jews, and
Christians—but these must be (in the
Muslim mind-set) according to the
true, final revelation given by God
through Muhammad. According to Is-
lam, the Bible has been corrupted by
man and therefore is not reliable. To
rectify this problem, God revealed His
word through the Angel Gabriel to the
Prophet Muhammad, resulting in the
final and authoritative collection of
teachings known as the Koran.

THE BIBLE COMPARED TO THE
KORAN
There are many different voices and

opinions when it comes to the authen-
ticity and veracity of the Bible. The fo-
cus of this article is sharing our faith
with Muslims, but a few basic Chris-
tian tenets must be discussed without
going too in-depth on the subject. As
Christians, we believe in the reliable
truth of the Bible’s message. The dec-
laration of the Apostle Paul in II Timo-
thy 3:16 is that “all scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.”
A Muslim will say that since the Ko-

ran is the last of God’s revelations, it is
the best and most reliable. We know
and expect that many false prophets
will come and go, saying that they
have the true words of God.
This has been the norm since even

the time of Paul, who admonished the
Corinthians for believing something
different from what they had received.
In II Corinthians 11:4 we read, “For if
he that cometh preacheth another Je-
sus, whom we have not preached, or
if ye receive another spirit, which ye
have not received, or another gospel,
which ye have not accepted, ye might
well bear with him.”
Another common Muslin belief is

that, because there are many versions
of the Bible, we cannot know which
one is true. But these are not different
versions but rather different transla-
tions. The major, recognized transla-
tions of the Bible do not vary in the
message but show slight differences
in the language and means used to
convey that message.
Sometimes literal renderings are not

helpful, as is the case with idioms. A
certain phrase,well familiar to speakers
of the original language, might sound
ridiculous translated word-for-word
into another. But it is possible to effec-
tively convey themeaning of the phrase
using a different choice of wording un-
derstandable to the foreign speaker.
According to Muslims, only the Ara-

bic language holds the true, absolute
words of God. If one wants to truly
know God, then he must learn Arabic
in order to properly understand the
Koran and the words of God.
Christianity, however, has not limit-

ed God’s perfect understanding to a
particular language of man. We do not
need to be proficient in Hebrew, Ara-
maic, or Greek in order to know and
understand the message of God’s
truth. God is the source of all wisdom
and truth, and Jesus is the personifi-
cation of that wisdom and truth.

The Spirit of God guides us into all
truth, which is the beautiful thing
about faith in Christ. God can speak to
the preacher, the coal miner, the ac-
countant, and the Amazonian Indian
who has no use for a written language.
There is no distinction of language,
tribe, or race.
If one were to ask a Muslim, “Can

the word of God be corrupted?” he
might respond, “God forbid.” He will
say that God has protected the Koran
from being corrupted. But if this is
true, the next logical question would
be, “Why did God not protect His oth-
er words—the Law of Moses and the
gospel (Injeel)—from being corrupt-
ed?

IS ISLAM A RELIGION OF PEACE?
Our Lord taught many provocative

notions for His day. He taught His fol-
lowers to love their enemies. “But I say
unto you, Love your enemies, bless
them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for themwhich
despitefully use you, and persecute
you; that ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven” (Matt.
5:44-45). Paul wrote, “Bless them
which persecute you: bless, and curse
not” (Rom. 12:14).
In Islam, however, there is no peace

for those who reject the teachings of
Muhammad. “O Prophet, fight against
the disbelievers and the hypocrites and
be harsh upon them. And their refuge is
Hell, and wretched is the destination
(Sura 9:73). “Oh you who have be-
lieved, fight those adjacent to youof the
disbelievers and let them find you in
harshness” (Sura 9:123). This is quite a
contrast to the words of love and rec-
onciliation taught by our Lord Jesus.

WHAT THE KORAN TEACHES
ABOUT JESUS
Jesus is known in Arabic as Isa. In

the Koran He is called Christ, Messiah,
and Prophet. The Koran contains
teachings about Jesus that agree with
our Christian faith. Here is a list of a
few of them:

Ministering to Muslims: Sharing the Gospel
Through Truth and Love

BY CHRISTINA FUTRELL
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to “offend” her or start an argument.
About five years ago, this oldest and

dearest friend died, leaving behind a
husband and two small children. I so
wish that I had shared more with her
about the peace she could have
known through Jesus! I am still very
close with her large extended family,
but I am no longer silent about my
Messiah and theirs.
If you have a Muslim neighbor or

coworker, pray for him. Start to wit-
ness to him of Christ by being a good
friend. This is probably the best way to
reach anyone for Christ. True friends
will usually listen to each other’s opin-
ions and beliefs. When aMuslim friend
sees how much love, hope, freedom,
and forgiveness he can have in Christ,
you could help lead that person to-
ward true eternal life. �

GOD AND ALLAH
Linguistically, “Allah” is not a per-

sonification of deity but simply the
word for God. “Allah” has its roots in
the Semitic languages and is related to
the Hebrew El. Arab Christians wor-
ship and call God “Allah.” There is no
other Arabic word for God.
However, Islam teaches concepts

about God that are in conflict with
what Christians believe about the God
of the Bible. Through Jesus and the
sacrifice that was made on the cross,
we have the ability to commune and
live with God on this earth by the in-
dwelling of the Holy Spirit.
The Lord loves us and treats us like

valued children. Through Christ, we
have been cleansed of our sins and
are assured of our eternity with Him.
He did this for us because He loves us,
not because we deserve it.
In Islam, the Muslim’s relationship

with God is different. It is more like a
master/slave relationship. Salvation in
Islam is based on a combination of the
grace of Allah and the Muslim’s good
works.
At the Day of Judgment forMuslims,

a person’s deeds will be placed on a
scale. In order to enter paradise, one
must havemore good works than bad.
But even then, Allah can still choose to
send any Muslin to hell.
Muslims do not have the intimacy

with Allah that Christians experience
with our Lord through the Holy Spirit.
Christians are told to pray without
ceasing (I Thess. 5:17). Prayer is direct
communication with God. A Muslim
can pray only after he has followed the
strict ritual cleansing and preparation
for prayer. There can be no instanta-
neous dialogue with Allah.
Jesus said we are to follow Him and

be imitators of Him. The New Testa-
ment expounds on this. Islam has re-
moved the grace and power given by
God through Jesus by demoting Jesus
to a mere messenger. Muslims cannot
truly experience the closeness to Allah
that Christians achieve with God
through Christ and the Holy Spirit.

HOW DO CHRISTIANS START TO
WITNESS TO A MUSLIM?
My friendship with Muslims began

over twenty yearsagowhen Iwasachild
in school. I had befriended a new class-
mate who was Palestinian. My friend
and I had conversations about religion,
but I never really made much effort to
talk with her about Jesus. I did not want

1. Jesus was born of a virgin (Sura
19:19-21).

2. Jesus was righteous (Sura 3:46).
3. Jesus performed miracles (Sura

3:49).
4. Jesus ascended to heaven and is

with God (Sura 3:55).
5. Jesus is coming back again (Sura

43:61).
There are also teachings about

Christ with which Christians would
disagree. The Koran teaches that Je-
sus was only a prophet and not the
Son of God (Sura 4:171). It also teach-
es that Jesus did not die on the cross
but that God replaced Him with an-
other who did (Sura 4:157).

WHO IS GREATER—MUHAMMAD
OR JESUS?
Many Muslims will want to know

how you feel about Muhammad. He is
revered by all Muslims, and they will
defend him against any perceived at-
tack. Despite what your personal feel-
ings about Muhammad may be, if you
want to witness to a Muslim, do not
say negative things about him. This
will turn off your listener.
Instead, focus the conversation on

Jesus. Muhammad taught many won-
derful things about Jesus, and it is im-
portant to expound on those. Jesus
wasmany things that Muhammadwas
not, even by his own account. There is
no one like Jesus in the Koran. No one
else was born of a virgin, lived a sin-
less life, is called the Messiah, as-
cended into heaven to be with God, or
performed miracles like Jesus.

TRUTH VERSUS LIES
Satan has devised so many ways to

mislead mankind. His purpose is the
same in all of them—to keep people
away from knowing God. The most ef-
fective lies always have a grain of
truth. Satan is the master distorter and
deceiver.
It is important to remember that as

followers of Jesus, we do not have hu-
man enemies. Paul teaches us that we
do not fight against flesh and blood
but battle evil principalities in high
places (Eph. 6:12).Muslims are not our
enemies; Satan is. Muslims are the
same as everyone—all are in need of
Jesus as Saviour of our souls. We all
need to know and live by His truth and
by His power. We are commanded by
God to share His truth and love with all
people.

faculty at the schools and choosing
students who are gifted and com-
mitted to serving faithfully as
church leaders;

● having wise and discerning leader-
ship at each school to face deci-
sions regarding financial priorities,
which translation projects to under-
take, course development, and bal-
ancing time between ministry and
family; and

● increasing ongoing prayer and fi-
nancial support for this training
ministry from both individuals and
local churches.
The Lord has brought the ministry to

where it is today—from a vision and a
prayer to an internationally recognized
equipper of Bible scholars and church
leaders. We trust that He will continue
to guide TMAI in its mission of training
church leaders worldwide.
For more information on TMAI, in-

cluding its leadership, statement of
faith and essential principles, updates
and videos on the ministry at individual
training centers, testimonies fromgrad-
uates, and ways you and your church
can be involved in this ministry, please
see our Web site at www.tmai.org. �

The Master’s Academy
International: Training Church
Leaders Worldwide

(Continued from page 15)
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THE ADAMSONS were a happy
family. They had everything they

could ask for. They had earthly pos-
sessions that could keep them happy
for a long time. In fact, they had many
things that most people could only
dream about. But that happy scenario
changed when their second child was
born. The doctors gave them the news
that he had a debilitating brain disor-
der and was not going to be like other
children.
The Adamsons sat down to take in

the news. Their hopes and dreams
had been shattered, and their cozy
world had come crashing down at
their feet. After a few agonizing
months of emotional adjustment and
wrestling with God, they began to
see the bigger picture. God had not
abandoned them; He had a much
greater purpose for their lives. It did
not take a lifetime of little steps in a
world of turmoil and emotional pain
to discover that.
Like the Adamsons, most people

do not want change in their lives. It
disturbs the routine that they are used
to and forces them to reluctantly
adapt to something that was not nec-
essarily welcome. But given the harsh
realities of our daily lives, some
change is inevitable. We may be
forced into something that causes us
to adapt to new circumstances.
Children, for example, often have to
live in new family situations when di-
vorce occurs. This can be hard on
them.
Not all change is bad, however.

People get promotions at work and
may have to move out of state. Some
get married and have to adapt to a
new home and lifestyle where one has
to consider another before making im-
portant decisions. These are some ex-
amples of good change.
Sometimes the change that faces

us can be cruel and cause a lot of
anxiety. Little children often fear that
when their parents divorce, they will
be left out and neglected. This is a
very legitimate fear and one that
adults must make sure is attended to
before it has serious effects on the
child.
Most of all, however, it is important

that we consider how we will handle
change when the inevitable comes
our way. Change happens to the best
of us, and it is good to be mentally
and spiritually prepared for change
that will happen whether we like it or
not.
We have already mentioned the first

effect of change. It can cause anxiety.
We may worry how we will adapt to
new and unfamiliar circumstances and
new situations. This can cause emo-
tional pain.
In the Bible we find that the people

of God were punished and, as a re-
sult of their sins, found themselves in
a new land. It certainly was not the
one that had been promised to them!
This came as a result of their disobe-
dience to God; He withdrew His pro-
tection.
On two different occasions, they

found themselves prisoners in for-
eign lands. They were far away from
their homeland and had to adapt to a
new culture and very different cir-
cumstances for long periods of time.
They missed their familiar surround-
ings and found that they even missed
the things that kept them close to
God. He had suddenly become dear-
er to them because of His apparent
absence! But He was there all the
time.
Anxiety caused by change is alle-

viated by trusting the God who nev-
er changes no matter what happens
around us. Our God is the same yes-
terday, today, and forever. He does

not change from day to day as we do.
We have an anchor that keeps us in
our God, and He will always be there
for us. Each time we think about the
difficult changes we are about to
face, anxiety br ings up scary
thoughts that threaten to defeat us.
That is where our God gives us peace
(Isa. 26:3).
Sometimes change causes anxiety

that comes from our inability to con-
trol our world. The mind works over-
time seeking to get a handle on the
circumstances and people we face in
our daily lives. The Word of God
gives us examples of people who
were in torment. The Gergesene de-
moniacs’ (Matt. 8:28) minds were in
turmoil. They could not be at peace
until they came face-to-face with Je-
sus the Healer, and they responded
to Him.
The opposite of being in control

is relinquishing our world to our
Master and letting Him take care of
matters for us (cf. Ps. 55:22). When
change is inevitable in our lives, we
walk right into it with Jesus along-
side us. Is that not what Daniel’s
three friends did when they were
thrown into the fiery furnace? They
stuck to what they believed and
were not afra id of the conse-
quences. They knew that God would
be with them even in the fire.
When change happens, as Chris-

tians we can know that our God will
be with us, for He promised never to
leave us. Sometimes that is hard to
believe because we cannot see our
God. But we can experience the
work of His hands, and that is a
promise that we have to take to
heart. It is all we have sometimes,
and it is totally sufficient in the world
of faith.
Sometimes change happens with-

out warning. It creeps up on us

Christian Psychology

Handling Painful Change
BY A. KOSHY MUTHALALY, PH.D.
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“mark” in Romans 16:17 and Philippi-
ans 3:17; “look” in II Corinthians 4:18
and Philippians 2:4; and “consider-
ing” in Galatians 6:1. In each case,
the idea is to keep a close watch on
something or someone, including
oneself.
As was mentioned earlier, the word

transliterates into English. A few ex-
amples will help us discover how to
apply it spiritually. Many firearms for
military and hunting purposes have
scopes, which make it easier to zero
in on the target. Astronomy buffs use
telescopes to gaze at stars, many
bird-watchers and naturalists use
spotting scopes for a close-up view
of birds and other wildlife, and lab
technicians use microscopes when
examining objects, some invisible to
the naked eye.
When using any of these tools,

most people will close one eye and
peer intently into the lens. At that mo-
ment, they are not allowing anything
else to come into view and thus dis-
tract them.
Think of this in spiritual terms. What

is our goal in life? Is it a worthwhile
one? With what devotion are we pur-
suing it? Paul wanted his readers to
be “thus minded” (Phil. 3:15) as him-
self, and therein lies the challenge. It
is likely that we all know someone
who once had a testimony for Jesus
but whose life has taken a different di-
rection. Whatever else may be said
about such a person, surely one con-
clusion would be that he has taken his
eye off Christ and His high calling and
placed it on more mundane and tem-
poral things.
May God, who is rich in mercy and

love, reveal to us where our spiritual
eye is focused and help us refocus if
need be. Paul was near the end of his
life when he penned his epistle to the
Philippians, but he still had his eye on
the prize. He had no intention of coast-
ing to heaven or altering his mind-set.
The Lord meant everything to Paul,
and he had no other goal than what
Christ had for him. �

OUR focus in this column is on a
Greek word that we will see

comes directly over into English. As far
as the biblical record is concerned, the
word is not all that common. It is used
only once as a noun and six times as
a verb. The word as a Greek noun is
skopos, and as a verb it is skopeō. It
gives us our English word “scope,”
which can stand on its own or be
found in compound words like “micro-
scope” and “telescope.”
We find the word as a noun in Philip-

pians 3:14, where it is translated
“mark.” The Apostle Paul wrote, “I
press toward the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Je-
sus.” It is easy to see that he used the
word to mean “goal” or “target.” It was
his aim, or what he aimed at. Indeed,
it was what he kept his eye on in all sit-
uations.
As we look at the context in which

we find the word, we see that Paul was
telling the Philippians about the signif-
icant change in his thought patterns
and the very direction of his life since
conversion. He said he was from “the
stock of Israel, of the tribe of Ben-
jamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as
touching the law, a Pharisee” (Phil.
3:5). In addition, he was intent on per-
secuting the church.
Of course, all that changed on the

road to Damascus. What he once
prized highly was now nothing more
than rubbish. What had been on the
asset side of his spiritual ledger was
now transferred to the debit column.
His life was changed, and so was his
focus. He had a new goal in life, and
it was to attain to “the resurrection of
the dead” (Phil. 3:11), which was the
“high calling of God” (vs. 14).
Scripture teaches that a believer’s

salvation will be complete when he or
she is invested with a resurrection
body (Rom. 8:23). Paul had that in
mind. He once had in his sights such
things as law-keeping and the perse-
cution of Christians, but now his sights
were set on a greater prize.
The verb form of the word is trans-

lated “take heed” in Luke 11:35;

quickly. Unexpected bi l ls or a
change in the family situation or a
death of the breadwinner can put
us in a quandary. As believers, we
are called to prepare for such unex-
pected emergencies. We are to
stand on guard lest the enemy take
advantage of us. The Word reminds
us that Satan is real and waiting to
trip us up with the fear of impending
change. Those who trust Christ walk
into changing situations well pre-
pared.
We have to recognize that in a sin-

ful world, some change is inevitable.
Only God is constant. He does not
change. The Word reminds us that
when we get complacent in our lives,
we are to be careful lest we let down
our guard and our sense of alertness
falters. “Wherefore let him that thin-
keth he standeth take heed lest he
fall” (I Cor. 10:12). The lesson for us
is that we have to be prepared for
change, armed with the promises of
God that can help us handle any dif-
ficult situation.
Our first reaction to change that is

unwelcome is often panic. Instead, as
Christians we are to intentionally sur-
render our new situations to God in
their totality. After we have taken this
initial step of surrender, we have to
start a new journey of discovery. The
Adamsons did not know what to do;
they had to learn to discover that no
experience in life, even the unwelcome
ones, is wasted from God’s perspec-
tive.
From God’s vantage point, no pain

in our lives is ever wasted. God uses
it as a stepping stone to something
different and, in a strange way, very
wonderful. It opens to us a world that
only our great God can control. God
wants us to see that when we are
prepared to get out of the way, He
can begin His greatest work in our
lives. Too often we hinder His work in
our lives when we are in a hurry to
change our situations.
As Christians, we learn that the

best thing to do is to surrender our
difficult situations to God and simply
wait to see what He will do. The Jews
did this when they were caught be-
tween Pharaoh’s armies and the Red
Sea. “Fear ye not, stand still, and see
the salvation of the Lord” (Exod.
14:13) still holds true today during
painful change. Like the Adamsons,
we need to see that He is still there
when our lives are in the turmoil of
change. �

What’s in a Word?

Mark
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INTRODUCTION
If someone were to ask you what a

Christian is, what would you say?
Maybe you would answer that a
Christian is someone who goes to
church or someone who lives a good
life. Maybe you would say a Christian
is someone who has asked Jesus to
be his Saviour. In some places, peo-
ple will say that a person who is not
a Jew or a Muslim is a Christian. I
was in a home once where a Bible lay
on the living room table, so I asked
the woman whether she was a Chris-
tian. She answered, “Sure. Isn’t
everybody?”
Actually, this question is answered

many times in the Bible; just possibly
it is answered differently from the way
you or I usually would. And for the sake
of clarity, notice that I did not ask how
someone becomes a Christian but
rather what a Christian is!
I am really interested in more than

just an academic answer, even if yours
is correct, because a genuine answer
should cause us to examine our own
hearts and lives. A true answer should
affect how we live. This doctrine, like
every other doctrine, has a practical
application.
We will focus on Mark 3:31-35,

where we will see a definition or de-
scription of a Christian. It is a chal-
lenge to us, for it places the Christian
into a relationship that affects behav-
ior. We need to be clear what it asks of
us.

BACKGROUND
Social family. To set the stage, it is

helpful to go back to Mark 3:20. So
many people had gathered that Je-
sus, who was busy giving attention to
them, was unable to take time off for
a meal. Then a group came to rescue
Jesus. Verse 21 says that it was
“friends.” Who were these friends?
The Greek is a prepositional phrase
that can be translated “those from
Him” or “those with Him.” This is

most likely not the twelve disciples,
who were chosen earlier in the chap-
ter, but rather refers to His mother
and brothers who appear again in
verse 31.
In a situation in which Jesus was un-

able to break away for ameal, His fam-
ily came to rescue Him. They thought
He had lost His mind. They were doing
their duty out of family love to rescue
their son and brother for His own
good! Perhaps they did not under-
stand Him, but in their minds they
were doing what was good and nec-
essary.
In Mark 3, then, there is this evalua-

tion of Jesus that He just might be out
of Hismind. There is also another eval-
uation, and we now consider that. It
begins in verse 22.
Religious leaders. Some scribes, re-

ligious leaders from Jerusalem, were
also present that day. They drew a dif-
ferent conclusion. While His family’s
conclusion was psychological, the
scribes’ conclusionwas spiritual. They
concluded that Jesus was controlled,
or possessed, by Satan, the ruler of
the demons. It is striking that they
would suggest He was possessed not
by just any demon but by the devil
himself!
Jesus responded to their evaluation

first logically to destroy their sugges-
tion and then spiritually to reveal their
perilous position. Since He was cast-
ing out demons, it was reasonable to
conclude that He was not controlled
by Satan; Satan would not be de-
stroying his own house!
Since they had judged the ministry

of Jesus to be the work of Satan when
it was in reality the work of the Holy
Spirit, they had secured their own
doom; it is blasphemy of the Holy Spir-
it to attribute to Satan what the Holy
Spirit does, and that effectively pre-
vents salvation.
With that background, then, we can

proceed to look at our text. Jesus’
earthly family had suggested He was

crazy, and the religious leaders had
suggested that He was Satan-pos-
sessed. Both of these charges were
answered in a surprising way that
gives us both valuable and challeng-
ing insight.

FAMILY 1—OF JOSEPH
Mark 3:31 says, “There came then

his brethren and his mother, and,
standing without, sent unto him, call-
ing him.” His earthly family had nowar-
rived. They came to rescue Him from
overwork. They were trying to com-
municate with Him, but it was difficult
because of the crowd. However, the
message did eventually arrive. Verse
32 continues, “And the multitude sat
about him, and they said unto him, Be-
hold, thy mother and thy brethren
without seek for thee.” The message
was passed along until it reached Him.
To this point there was nothing unusu-
al; everything so far was ordinary and
unassuming. But with His response,
we too may begin to wonder about
what He meant.
His response began with a ques-

tion in Mark 3:33: “And he answered
them, saying, Who is my mother, or
my brethren?” At this point it would
have been easy for someone in the
crowd to say, “See, we told you so;
He is losing His mind.” Who in the
world does not know who his family
members are? Well, there might be
such people, but in the normal
course of growing up and living, this
is the most elementary knowledge.
We need to stop briefly for a techni-

cal observation. Nothing is said here
about Joseph, Jesus’ legal father. It is
generally assumed that he had died by
this time. The family members present
were clearly Jesus’ mother, Mary, and
His brothers. His brothers are named
in Matthew 13:55 and Mark 6:3 as
James, Joses, Simon, and Judas.
Those verses also reference His sis-
ters, who are not named and who ap-
parently did not appear on this occa-
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tion of a lifetime. Active voice informs
us that this is something the person
does. And the subjunctive tells us
that we do not know whether any par-
ticular person does such and such;
but if that person does, he or she is
giving evidence of being part of God’s
family.
Is this speaking of doing God’s will

perfectly? No. But it is speaking of do-
ing God’s will characteristically. In a
Christian there will be some legitimate
reality of truly doing the will of God.
The Christian will in some recogniza-
ble way be like the Father in heaven,
the Father of this family.
This is not a lone testimony in the

biblical record. We can cite other
Scriptures that give similar descrip-
tions of the Christian. I offer several
here for your consideration.
“That the righteousness of the law

might be fulfilled in us, who walk not
after the flesh, but after the Spirit”
(Rom. 8:4). The Christian is one who
walks after the Spirit, not after the
flesh.
“Wherefore he is able also to save

them to the uttermost that come unto
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them” (Heb.
7:25). The Christian is one who contin-
ues coming to God through Christ.
“Here is the patience of the saints:

here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus”
(Rev. 14:12). The Christian is one who
keeps the commandments of God and
the faith of Jesus.

CONCLUSION
So where do you, the reader, stand?

Are you one who is doing the will of
God? The passage here is not speak-
ing of the will of God in a mystical
sense in terms of discovering what oc-
cupation we should pursue, whom we
should marry, where we should live,
and so forth; that is another issue alto-
gether. It is speaking of that which has
been revealed by God to us in the
Scriptures. That, in the simplest sense,
is the will of God, what He wants of us.
Is that characteristic of you?
When others observe you, do they

see some resemblance to the family of
God?When others observe you, is the
result that they wish to glorify your
Father in heaven? Matthew 5:16 says,
“Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father which is in
heaven.” �

The demon charge. Though Jesus
was clearly speaking in terms of fami-
ly here, He was also disposing of the
charge leveled at Him by the scribes.
Those who are part of this family—and
Jesus certainly was—by definition do
the will of God, not the will of Satan.
So Jesus directly rejected the sugges-
tion that He was demon possessed.
We should inject here that doing the

will of God is the opposite of doing the
will of Satan. But doing the will of God
is also not the same as doing our own
will.
Isaiah 53:6 says, “All we like sheep

have gone astray; we have turned
every one to his ownway; and the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”
Notice that going astray is treated as
synonymous with turning to one’s own
way. Just because we are not know-
ingly and purposefully doing Satan’s
will does not mean we are not going
our own way. The alternative is doing
God’s will, and that is spelled out in His
Word. It is not a mystical issue.
The definition of a believer. Finally

we come to the definition of a Chris-
tian. Keep in mind that this is not a de-
scription of how a person becomes a
Christian; that happens when we
place our trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ, who saves us from sin, forgives
us, and gives us eternal life. But once
a person has trusted Christ, what
characterizes that person? Jesus
gave an answer.
When people who work with chil-

dren come to know the parents, they
will often say that the child is just like
those parents; observing the parents
explains the child’s behavior. The
phrase we often use is that the child is
“a chip off the old block.”
There is an ongoing discussion con-

cerning whether this is better ex-
plained through genetics or through
environment. The answer may include
both. But we are not surprised that the
child is like the parents. (Note that we
are discussing the child after he is
born into that family.)
So Jesus described the essence of

the family of God. Every individual who
doesGod’swill is amember of the fam-
ily of God. That person is like his or her
Father in heaven. And that is regardless
of the influence of the earthly family.
The Greek word for the expression

“shall do” in Mark 3:35 has the aorist
active subjunctive form. The aorist
simply describes action here. Addi-
tionally, it can describe the overall ac-

sion. So in His earthly family there was
then no father.
In Mark 3:35, however, Jesus spoke

of brother, sister, andmother when ad-
dressing the issue of family identity.
Again He omitted the father. This be-
comes significant, and we will return
to that in due time.

FAMILY 2—OF GOD
The depiction of a higher level. Je-

sus continued with a statement in
Mark 3:34, and He may not have alle-
viated the notion that He was out of
His mind. “And he looked round about
on them which sat about him, and
said, Behold my mother and my
brethren!” He seemed to ignore His
earthly family who stood outside and
instead named His listeners as His
family members. Was He crazy? What
could He possibly mean by this?
In Mark 3:35, Jesus explained what

He meant by designating those sitting
around Him as His family: “For whoso-
ever shall do the will of God, the same
ismy brother, andmy sister, andmoth-
er.” Notice that again He did not in-
clude a father in the family description.
This was on purpose. The Father in
heaven is the given in this family. There
may be a question as to whether you
or I belong to this family, but the Father
defines the family.
Jesus was not insulting the earthly

family. It is honored in the Bible in
places like Psalms 127 and 128. In-
struction is given for the family inmany
passages, including Genesis 2:24; Ex-
odus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:7, 20-25;
Proverbs 23:22; Ephesians 5:21
through 6:4; Colossians 3:18-21; and
I Peter 3:1-7. But the attention given
there should in itself be a hint that the
earthly family may not be an end in it-
self.
The earthly family is important to

God and should be to us. The earthly
family is important to God because
there is a family of God that consists
of earthly people who have God as Fa-
ther. The earthly family relationships
we have known here will not exist in
heaven, as Matthew 22:23-33 says.
So when we take the time to close-

ly consider Jesus’ words, we see that
He was not out of His mind. Instead,
He was brilliantly and truthfully saying
what those folks needed to hear and
what we need to hear today. He was
lifting our focus into heavenly realms
by introducing the idea of the family of
God.
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IT was a warm, sunny day, but not thekind that receives rave reviews from
the local weatherman. The tyrannical
sun had blasted the area for three and
a half years, turning it into a dust bowl.
Crops had risen to greet the golden
globe in the sky and then withered un-
der its stubborn glare. Dry bones lit-
tered the fields. Water sources slowly
vaporized into cracked, dry beds. The
physical drought mirrored the spiritual
drought in Judah.
James 5:17-18 describes the event

this way: “Elias was a man subject to
like passions as we are, and he prayed
earnestly that it might not rain: and it
rained not on the earth by the space of
three years and six months. And he
prayed again, and the heaven gave rain,
and the earth brought forth her fruit.”
The description James gave of the

prayer of Elijah is remarkable in its
simplicity and brevity. You can read
the full story for yourself in I Kings 17
and 18. Notice the principles of prayer
from the words of James.
1. Extraordinary prayer can be ac-

complished by ordinary people. James
made it clear that Elijah was just an or-
dinary man. Prayer is nothing more
than communication between power-
less people and the powerful God of
heaven. You do not need special abili-
ties; the abilities are His. Elijah was no
more powerful than you or I, but he did
have a powerful God—the same God
we serve. Do not let the enemy dis-
suade you from calling on your Heav-
enly Father to do what you cannot do.
If it is something you cando, do it. If you
need supernatural help, pray.
2. Prayer is asking God to keep His

promises.Moses reminded the people
of Israel that God would do what He
had promised to do in Deuteronomy
11:17: “The Lord’s wrath be kindled
against you, and he shut up the heav-
en, that there be no rain, and that the
land yield not her fruit; and lest ye per-
ish quickly from off the good land
which the Lord giveth you.” Elijah just
called on God to respond to the sin of
the people as He had already said He

would. God will always respond to
prayer that centers on His will.
Remember theemphasisof theLord’s

prayer in Matthew 6:10: “Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is
in heaven.” God has promised to ac-
complish His will on earth, and He
seems to take great delight in allowing
His children to be part of that process.
Wewould bewell-advised to knowwhat
the Bible reveals about His will and sim-
ply ask Him to do it. One word of warn-
ing:praying thatGodwill accomplishHis
will presupposes that God will answer
our prayers according to His own timing
and in His own way. You can see that in
the next principle of prayer.
3. Prayer should be continued until

God answers.Go back and read the full
account of Elijah’s prayer in I Kings
18:42-44. He prayed. Then he sent his
servant to check the horizon. Nothing
happened. Most of us would have
stopped praying at this point. Elijah
continued topray.He sent his servant to
look again. Nothing. He sent him seven
times, and his servant finally returned
with news of a small cloud forming on
the horizon. Most of us would have pre-
ferred a more dramatic response—a
towering wall of cumulonimbus racing
toward us. Elijah recognized the re-
sponse ofGod to his prayer. Then he re-
sponded to what God was doing.
4. Prayer demands a positive re-

sponse. Elijah commanded Ahab to
get into a chariot and speed back to
the palace before the rain overtook
him. Perhaps he snickered at first.
Maybe he just laughed out loud. He did
not believe. Too often, our response to
prayer proves our lack of faith. Imagine
you were Elijah praying for rain, and
your servant came back six times with
a sunny forecast. Would you continue
to pray?When he returned the seventh
time with news of a small cloud form-
ing, would you have waited until the
first drops fell before you believed God
had answered?Would youworry about
getting your hopes up for no reason?
How embarrassing it would be to warn
King Ahab to return to the palace only

to have the cloud disappear as quick-
ly as it had come!
Elijah responded in faith. Remember

the warning of the author of Hebrews:
“But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (11:6). Faith is not a leap in the
dark. Faith is a right response to who
God is and what He is able to do.
During a severe drought in a mid-

western state, a pastor called the peo-
ple together to pray for rain. Their
crops were withering in the fields, and
there was no forecast for rain. When
they came, he sent them home, say-
ing, “God will not answer your prayer.
You obviously have no faith. Not one
of you brought his umbrella!”
Are you an umbrella pray-er? Do

you prove by your actions that you
have absolute trust in God Almighty?
Do you really understand the super-
natural assistance that is available to
help you through this often chaotic
world in which we live?
A young boy was trying to move a

heavy load of house paint. He pushed
and pulled and struggled, but it would
not budge. Finally in desperation, he
said, “Dad, I can’t move it.”
“You are not using all your strength,

son,” Dad calmly advised.
“I am using all my strength, Dad. I

still can’t pick it up.”
Dad wisely responded. “My son,

when I said you were not using all your
strength, I meant you had not askedme
to help you carry the paint.” Together
they moved the load, and the boy
learned an invaluable lesson that every
believer should also learn. Remember
God’s calm words of assurance to the
Apostle Paul: “My strength ismadeper-
fect in weakness” (II Cor. 12:9).
Prayer is a powerful tool in the rela-

tionship between God and the believ-
er. Hebrews 4:16 encourages us to
take advantage of our special privi-
lege: “Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.” �
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Praying for Rain on a Sunny Day
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Writings, and the Prophets.
Near the center of the synagoguewas

a raised platformwith a pulpit or reading
desk. The “chief seats” (Matt. 23:6) were
closest to this platform. These seats
were for the most important and most
wealthy members of the congregation,
and theywerecovetedby thePharisees.
It seems likely that the congregation

itself was divided, with men on one
side and women on the other. A parti-
tion may have separated the men from
the women.
The synagogue service began with

a recitation of the Shema (Deut. 6:4-9).
Formal prayers formed a major part of
the service. The reading of the Scrip-
tures was also of primary importance.
Sections of the Law were assigned to
be read on a schedule that allowed for
the entire Torah to be read in three
years. There could be as many as sev-
en different readers, with each reading
being followed by an interpretation.
After the readings from the Law,

there was a reading from the Prophets.
When Jesus visited His hometown

synagogue, He had already gained a
reputation as a teacher of the Law. So
He was invited by the ruler of the syna-
gogue (the layman in charge) to read
from the Prophets and to make some
appropriate comments.WhenHe stood
up to read, He was handed the scroll
containing the writings of the Prophet
Isaiah. It is not clear whether there was
an assigned passage for that day or
whether Jesus was free to choose any
passage. In the providence of God, the
passage from theProphets thatHe read
highlighted the ministry of the Messiah
(Luke 4:18-20; cf. Isa. 61:1-2).
After Jesus had read from the

Prophets, He sat down to teach, which
was the custom of that day. This was
the sermon part of the synagogue
service. From Luke 4 we know that Je-
sus applied themessianic prophecy to
Himself (vs. 21).
The synagogue service concluded

with a benediction from a member of
the priesthood (Num. 6:24-26). If no
priest was present, a prayer of bene-

not go to the temple on the Sabbath
Day, they could gather at the local syn-
agogue to hear the reading of the
Scriptures and to pray. According to
one version of the Talmud, by the time
the temple was destroyed by the Ro-
mans in A.D. 70, there were 480 syna-
gogues in Jerusalem alone. While that
most certainly is hyperbole, it does
suggest how prevalent synagogues
were in the life and culture of the Jews.
The synagogue was never intended

as a substitute for the temple. There
were no sacrifices, and the presiding
officials were laymen, not members of
the Levitical priesthood. The syna-
gogue was to serve as a place for
prayer and religious instruction. As a
boy, Jesus would have gone to the
synagogue school in Nazareth for His
religious instruction.
It would be amazing if we could go

to the ancient ruins of the Nazareth
synagogue and say, “This is where Je-
sus went to school as a boy, and this is
where He taught the people, the Rab-
bi returning to His hometown.” Unfor-
tunately, the ruins of that synagogue
have never been found. However, from
the ruins of other synagogues—partic-
ularly a second-century synagogue at
Capernaum built on the site of a syna-
gogue dating to Jesus’ time—we can
get an idea of what a synagogue of Je-
sus’ day looked like.
A synagogue was built on the high-

est ground available. If possible, it was
constructed near a river or stream be-
cause of the importance of water for
ceremonial cleansings. The size of a
synagogue was determined by the
size of the congregation.
Since Jerusalem was the center of

Jewish worship, most synagogues
were oriented toward Jerusalem. They
were built in such a way that the wor-
shippers faced toward Jerusalemwhen
they entered and when they prayed.
The predominant feature of every

synagogue was the ark, an enclosure
at the front containing the scrolls of
the sacred Scriptures wrapped in
linen cloths: the Law (the Pentateuch,
which Jews called the Torah), the

EARLY in His ministry, Jesus visited
His hometown of Nazareth. On the

Sabbath Day, He went to the syna-
gogue “as his customwas” (Luke 4:16).
Going to the synagogue was not some-
thing He did for show or to impress the
locals; it was something He had been
taught to do as a child, and as an adult
He made a habit of honoring the Sab-
bath by going to the place of worship.
Palestine’s landscape was dotted

with synagogues. A Jewish community
withat least tenmenover theageof thir-
teen could form a minyan (a quorum)
and build a synagogue. Before Luke
tells us that Jesus went to His home-
townsynagogue, it says that Jesus trav-
eled throughout Galilee, teaching in the
synagogues of that area (4:14-15).
To find the roots of the Jewish syna-

gogue, we must go back to the period
of the Babylonian Captivity. In a foreign
landanda foreignculture,with their holy
city and their house of worship in ruins,
the Jewish captives were inconsolable.
We get a picture of their grief in Psalm
137: “By the rivers of Babylon, there we
sat down, yea, we wept, when we re-
membered Zion. We hanged our harps
upon the willows in the midst thereof.
For there they that carried us away cap-
tive required of us a song; and they that
wasted us required of us mirth, saying,
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How
shall we sing the Lord’s song in a
strange land?” (vss. 1-4).
From the seeds of grief and despair

sprang hope. In a strange land and
with no temple, the Jewish captives
still had a desire to worship God and
to study the Scriptures. While the ex-
act origins of the synagogue are
shrouded in the mists of history, we do
know that the Jews in Babylon began
to gather together (the literal meaning
of the word “synagogue”) to pray and
to study the Scriptures.
When the Jews returned to their

homeland in 536 B.C., the exiles
brought the synagogue concept back
to Palestine. They rebuilt the temple in
Jerusalem, but they also built syna-
gogues in towns and villages through-
out Palestine. Even when they could
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FINDING security in life has been a
major problem since the Fall of

mankind.Psalm91givesusgreat insight
as to security’s origin and finality and
how one enters into complete and per-
fect security. We are shown the certain-
ty of the security God provides and its
outcome. These are not just presented
in theabstract as facts tobeconsidered;
we are also told how to possess and en-
ter into this security. Anything lesswould
be tantalizing and torturous. Anything
less would not be like our God at all.

HOW ONE ENTERS INTO GOD’S
SECURITY
We might think that this would come

at the end of the whole discussion, but
without first entering in, there would be
no basis for understanding what is go-
ing to be said. So the first two verses of
Psalm 91 talk about dwelling in the se-
cret place and abiding under the shad-
owofGod.Wearenot simply counseled
tomakeGod thecenter and focusof our
lives; we are also shown how to trust
Him and how to declare that trust.
Once you know you have trusted in

the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, you
can look yourself in the eye in a mirror
and say aloud, “I am trusting in the
Lord. He is my protection and securi-
ty.” (Verse 2 is the only verse in Psalm
91 spoken in the first person, “I.” Most
of the psalm is spoken as from the
Lord or from one of His servants.)
You dwell in Him by reading His

Word and thinking His thoughts after
Him. You enter in by taking everything
to Him in prayer. You trust Him by
committing every day into His care
and direction. You relate every experi-
ence to His teaching and discipling
you.
This does not mean there will be no

dangers, no alarming events or people
in your life. The “snare of the fowler”
(Ps. 91:3) might be anything devised
by people that is meant to trap you.
You are safe from that because of
God’s protection. God’s protection is
just like a hen covering her little chicks
by spreading her wings over them.
God’s truth will be your weapon of

warfare against falsehood, slander,
and misdirection. Remember, there
can always be someone smarter, rich-
er, or more powerful than you; it does
not make any real difference. God has
loved you and saved you. He does not
abandon His own to the whims of oth-
ers. There are no accidents in the be-
liever’s life, only incidents.

SECURITY AGAINST CALAMITY
Verses 5 through 8 of Psalm 91 list

many events in life that can terrorize
anyone, including believers. The prom-
ise of God’s security is that none of
these things will overwhelm the person
dwelling in Him. You will not be made
oblivious to these events, but you can
live without fear of their destroying you.
You are God’s child, and He will bring
you safely toHimself. You cango toHim
with every joy and every problem.
Making the Lord your refuge, your

only necessary security, puts you in a
very favored place. You cannot be ru-
ined spiritually. Whatever accident or
disease may come upon you, your
spirit (and eventually you in your glori-
fied body) will live with Him forever.
Verses 11 and 12 of Psalm 91 were

used by Satan to tempt the Lord Jesus
in the wilderness (Matt. 4:6). Of
course, Satan misapplied the verses,
and the Lord Jesus answered with an-
other Scripture about not putting God
to the test. This is very instructive to
us. We are not to do or say anything
that would attempt to prove whether
God is really protecting us. Part of our
dwelling in Him needs to be spending
time in His Word so that we have vers-
es to answer life’s fears and problems.
Even if we cannot quote the verse ex-
actly, we can remember the spiritual
principle taught there.

GOD SPEAKS TO THOSE
DWELLING IN HIM
Verses 14 through 16 of Psalm 91

make it seem as if God just could not
stand it any longer—He had to say
something directly to the person trust-
ing in Him. Because you have put God
absolutely first in your life—before loved

ones, before yourself, before your ideas
and ambitions—He promises you sev-
en marvelous things. He also says He
will do these things because you have
known His name. Knowing God’s name
means that you are totally committed to
His complete sovereignty over you in all
things. You have determined never to
forget who He is and who you are in re-
lationship to Him. In proclaiming the su-
premacy of the individual, society has
put itself completely outside all these
great blessings. The world cannot even
understand them.
God says He will deliver you, which

means He will save you from every
calamity. You may go through some
things, but He will deliver you out of
them.God saysHewill set you on high.
No one will lord it over you when He is
your Lord. God promises to answer
you when you pray, and He always
does. You may get what you pray for,
or you may get a delay or a “no.” Know
that He does answer every prayer. He
will be with you in trouble. When you
understand this, youwould rather have
Himwith you in trouble than to have no
trouble at all. He again says that He will
deliver you and adds that He will hon-
or you. Honored by God—there is a
thought to be pondered! And He
brought it up and promised it!
God says He will satisfy us with long

life. You may not accomplish all the
things you set out to do. You may not
complete all that people expect of
you. But if you dwell in Him, your life
will be long enough to experience
God’s satisfaction.
Of all these blessings, the last one is

particularly precious. In Psalm 91:16,
God says of the person dwelling in
Him that He will “shew him my salva-
tion.” Down through history, sages
and philosophers have agonized over
the idea of being saved or delivered
from that which causes man’s ruin.
Even great Bible scholars have been
unable to clearly explain some of the
mysteries of God’s dealings with sin,
righteousness, and the coming judg-
ment. God alone has all the answers,

Meditations in Psalms

True Security: Psalm 91
BY BRIAN D. DOUD

(Continued on page 31)
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follow only the places named in Acts,
it is not unusual that they also omit any
travel of Paul to that area. The problem
with this view is the distance of over
250 miles between Berea or Thessa-
lonica and the borders of Illyricum.
A better solution is that Paul actually

did travel to that province, as Romans
15:19 asserts. That leaves the question
of when he did it and where it fits in the
book of Acts. Luke did not identify every
specific place Paul ministered. In Acts
19 he detailed Paul’s nearly three-year
work at Ephesus, which ended in an up-
roar. Paul left Ephesus to go toMacedo-
nia (20:1) and finally to Greece (vs. 2).
Luke inserted a phrase in verse 2, how-
ever, that answers our question, saying
that before Paul reached Greece, he
“had gone over those parts.”
“KnowingPaul’s preference to stick to

well-traveled Roman roads, then, Paul
may easily have preached in the south-
ern regions of Illyricumduring themove-
ments mentioned by Luke in Acts 20:1-
2” (Moo, The Epistle to the Romans,
Eerdmans).Mark has similarwords con-
cerning theministry of Jesus—He “went
round about the villages, teaching” (6:6).
During this time, Paul waited for a re-

sponse to his recently written letter of
II Corinthians before returning to
Corinth. Instead of merely sitting and
waiting, however, Paul continued his
work of preaching God’s Word. Follow-
ing his commonpractice, he once again
traveled to an area where he “strived to
preach thegospel, notwhereChristwas
named, lest I should build upon anoth-
er man’s foundation” (Rom. 15:20).
Having ministered there himself, it is

no surprise that years later Paul sent
Titus to Dalmatia, part of Illyricum, to
continue spreading the gospel (II Tim.
4:10). Even facing his own impending
death, Paul’s heart continued to reach
out to those who needed to hear the
gospel of Christ. �

If you have a Bible question that
you would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Q. Paul wrote in Romans 15:19 that he
had preached the gospel “round about
unto Illyricum,” but maps of his mis-
sionary journeys do not show this.
Where was Illyricum, and when did
Paul preach there?
A. Some maps of Paul’s third mission-
ary journey show the area of Illyricum,
but none seem to indicate that he visit-
ed the area. Illyricum was located north
of Macedonia along the coast of the
eastern Adriatic Sea. Across that sea
was Italy, with Rome to the southwest.
The area of Illyricum was populated

as early as 1,000 B.C. by Indo-Euro-
peans. The Greeks colonized much of
the area over the next several centuries.
Philip II, the father of Alexander the
Great, conquered it in 358 B.C. Rome
subjugated it from 168 to 156 B.C. It be-
came a Roman province in 46 B.C., but
Romecontinued to havedifficultieswith
various tribes until complete conquest
in A.D. 9 under Emperor Tiberius.
A major Roman military highway, the

Via Egnatia, went through Illyricum. Its
construction began about 130 B.C. and
was described in detail by the Greek
historian Strabo (64 B.C.–A.D. 23?) (Ge-
ography 7.7.4). The Via Egnatia went
east from theBosporusat theBlackSea
in the Roman province of Thrace,
through theprovinceofMacedonia, and
ended at the Adriatic Sea in the
province of Illyricum. Across the Adriat-
ic, a traveler would connect with the Via
Appia for adirect route toRome.TheVia
Egnatia extended about 535 miles and
would have been the road Paul took
from Philippi to Thessalonica. Paul
would certainly have been aware that
the road also led to Illyricum.
Neither Luke in the book of Acts nor

Paul in his other letters mentioned
missionary activity in Illyricum. Be-
cause of that, some scholars suggest
that the words “round about unto Il-
lyricum” in Romans 15:19 only mean
that Paul preached up to the bound-
aries of Illyricum, not that he actually
went into the province itself. He would
have done this when he ministered in
Macedonia at such places as Thessa-
lonica and Berea. Since maps of
Paul’s missionary journeys typically

The Rainbow

Today I saw a rainbow;
It brightened up my day.
Its colors were so beautiful
Seemed I could hear God say,
“Into your life I want to send
The beauty of these hues.
If you will only trust Me
To do these things for you.

“When times are dark and clouded
And you cannot see your way,
Remember that I love you
And don’t forget to pray.

“I am your Creator,
And I care so much for you.
My love is strong and faithful;
My love is sure and true.

“Every storm has to cease;
Then comes the rainbow bright.
Just as the morning comes,
So must end the night.
Hold My hand and follow Me;
Trust My love for you.
Remember there’s no storm in life
My love won’t see you through.” �

—Kathy J. Moore.

Bible Bookmark

Paul’s Missionary Journey
BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET
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IT is true that William Franklin Graham
Jr. has had a few more years than

most tospreadhismessage,butatnine-
ty-four years old, he has preached to
more people all over the world than any
other preacher ever! By one estimate, it
was 215million people in 185 countries!
And that is not counting everyone who
has heard him over radio and television.
That record is pretty amazing for a farm
boy from North Carolina.
During interviews in the past, Billy

Graham has responded graciously to
questions about his life. The media re-
lations representative from BGEA (Bil-
ly Graham Evangelistic Association)
shared much that has been gathered
over the years from those interviews.
Graham’s autobiography, Just as I Am
(Harper Collins), has also been a
source of information.
Billy Graham, born on 7 November

1918, and three younger siblings were
raised by William and Morrow Graham
on the family’s dairy farm in Charlotte,
North Carolina. Growing up on a farm
taught William how to work hard. He
said, “Iwas taught that lazinesswasone
of the worst evils and there was dignity
in honest labor.” Despite the heavy
workload of a farm, Billy still had time to
do what he loved to do. In his spare

time—when he was not
milking cows or slopping
pigs—he read voraciously.
The Graham family were

Scottish Presbyterians and
believed in strict observance
ofmoral values. It was a ten-
mile trip to church on Sun-
days. Repeating the trek to
the evening service was not
possible, so Billy said,
“Mother liked to gather us
aroundher to listen toaBible
story on Sunday afternoons
before the milking.” Billy
stayed on the straight and
narrow path with plenty of
love, faith, discipline, and a
good measure of strong
teaching from his parents.
Today a trip to Charlotte,

North Carolina, could in-
clude a tour of the Billy GrahamLibrary
to see his childhood home. The actu-
al house Graham grew up in was
moved a few miles from its original lo-
cation to the museum site. You may
visit themuseum next to the home and
feel like you are entering the family’s
barn to help milk the cows that day. As
you enter the barn, the first thing you
will meet is Bessie, the cow. She will
tell you where to go next!
The rest of the museum guides you

through Billy and Ruth Graham’s lives.
You can see scenes from their lives
from youth until the present. You may
even visit Ruth Bell Graham’s
gravesite, which is on the grounds of
the library. Billy’s wife of sixty-four
years died in 2007.
As a teenager, William Franklin Gra-

ham would never have expected he
would become the best-known evan-
gelist in the world. Billy could not have
imagined that the notoriety that he
would attain would be as a preacher!
He was not even a Christian until he
was sixteen. He wanted to play pro-
fessional baseball, his passion as a
young person. All that changed,
though, after young William got to
know Jesus personally.
Curiosity drew Graham to a revival

in Charlotte in 1934, but his conver-

sion story began ten years earlier. Bil-
ly Sunday was a baseball player who
became a popular preacher. In 1924,
Billy Sunday held revivals in many U.S.
cities, one of which was Charlotte,
North Carolina. Mordecai Ham was in
the audience during that revival. He
was saved and became an evangelist,
traveling extensively.
Ten years later, in Charlotte, a group

of believers prayed that God would
raise up a leader from among them.
They invited Mordecai Ham to Char-
lotte. In one of Pastor Ham’smeetings,
William Graham received Christ as his
Saviour. Young Graham could not
know that he would be the leader
raised up fromCharlotte, North Caroli-
na, for whom those men prayed.
William F. Graham knew the value of

hard work and helped out plenty on
the family farm, but his parents made
sure that he found time to study. As
Scottish Presbyterians, the Graham
family learned their catechism, and the
children learned to obey without ques-
tioning. Billy said, “Lying, cheating,
stealing, and property destruction
were foreign to me.”
William also loved to play sports.

Baseball was his game. But he was
not good enough to be able to fulfill his
dream of playing baseball profession-
ally. One thing was certain. Going to
church was pretty far down on Billy’s
list of fun things to do. According to his
father, he went grudgingly.
Then came Mordecai Ham’s revival

meetings. Billy’s list of fun things to do
shifted. He attended the revival meet-
ings held in his hometown, and he
heard the Holy Spirit speak through
Ham of man’s need for a Saviour. Billy
hung on every word and went forward
at an altar call.
Convinced he would never be a

preacher, Billy nevertheless attended
every revival held in his hometown.
He went with one evangelist to a jail
and gave the message. It was his first
time speaking to anyone about the
Lord. Though the evangelist told him
that he did quite well, Billy said, “It re-
inforced my conviction that I would

Testimonies of Faith

Evangelist Billy Graham
BY MARILYN R. ANDERSON
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lives to Jesus. Counselors were avail-
able, and an opportunity to talk with
someone was provided. This pattern
was part of Billy’s crusades every-
where. At one crusade in Russia, one-
fourth of the audience went forward to
accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour.
Over the years, another huge part of

any crusade has been music. Billy’s
partners have included musicians like
George Beverly Shea and Cliff Barrows.
In the mid-1940s, Mr. Shea was singing
“Hymns from the Chapel” on WMBI
(Moody radio) when Graham ap-
proached him about singing for his pro-
gram, “Songs in the Night.” Shea was
hesitant but finally agreed to help Gra-
ham out. Billy said, “I think he agreed to
give it a try just to get rid of me.” A few
years later, Shea joined Billy’s crusades
as a soloist. (At the timeofwriting, at 103
he still lives near Billy in North Carolina.)
George Beverly Shea has always

been very modest about his contribu-
tions to Billy’s ministry. “They didn’t
come to hear me,” he said. “They were
a captive audience. They had to listen
to me before Billy spoke.”
Another musician involved in the

crusades was Cliff Barrows. He was
the song leader for the crusades and
directed the choir, often as large as
five thousand. Barrows too remains a
close friend to both Graham and Shea.
Billy Graham has been a friend to

many well-known people and an advis-
er to several United States presidents.
Beginning with Truman, Graham has
also met with Eisenhower, Nixon, Ford,
Carter, Reagan, Clinton, both Bushes,
andBarackObama.He played golf with
JohnKennedy, but hewas not invited to
be an adviser to him because Kennedy
was a Roman Catholic.
Billy and Ruth Graham built their own

family despite their busy ministry
schedule. They had three girls and two
boys. Their daughters are Virginia,
Anne, and Ruth. Anne heads AnGeL
ministry. Ruth is the founder of Ruth
Graham and Friends. Franklin and Nel-
sonare theGrahams’ sons. Franklin has
taken over as head of the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association and directs
Samaritan’s Purse. Nelson is a pastor
distributingChristianmaterials inChina.
In his nineties, Billy Graham struggles

with health issues like Parkinson’s dis-
ease, andhehasexperiencedvisionand
hearing loss. He has said he has held his
last crusade, but he has recently had a
new sermon on his heart should the op-
portunity arise.WhenJesus said, “Goye

was scheduled for three weeks. Huge
circus tents were set up in a parking lot,
and the first three weeks went well. At-
tendance was good. It was winding
down when suddenly Graham was
preaching to huge crowds again. A con-
fused evangelist wondered why there
were increased crowds when the cru-
sade was drawing to a close.
It centered around two men.

Singer/songwriter Stuart Hamblen had
Billy on his radio program after being
saved at one of the early crusademeet-
ings. Then newspaper publisher and
politician William Randolph Hearst at-
tended the meetings and was im-
pressed with Billy’s exuberance about
hismessage.Hearstmayhavebelieved
that Billy would promote a conserva-
tive, anticommunist agenda. Though
he nevermet Billy, Hearst alerted news-
papers all over the country to “Puff Gra-
ham.”Whatever the draw, people came
from all around. The crusade went on
with large crowds for a total of eight
weeks nonstop. Billy Graham became
a Christian superstar overnight!
Being a superstar did not spoil Billy

Graham, however. His aimwas to reach
people with the gospel. He said, “My
one purpose in life is to help people find
a personal relationship with God,
which, I believe, comes through know-
ing Christ.” With that purpose in mind,
Graham held many more crusades
throughout the United States and over-
seas. He remembers Times Square in
1957. They closed the streets in busy
New York City on the final night! That
crusade lasted sixteen weeks.
With the recognition that came from

those first evangelistic crusades, the
media enthusiastically began to spread
Billy’s message. Having begun the Bil-
ly Graham Evangelistic Association
(BGEA) in 1950, Graham’s other pro-
grams spread themessage that “Jesus
Saves.” With a weekly radio broadcast,
special television programs, newspa-
per columns, Decision and Christianity
Today magazines, books authored by
the evangelist, andmovies that brought
the gospel into theaters, offices, and
living rooms around the world, Gra-
ham’s influence spread.
One part of Billy Graham crusades

involved an “Invitation.” The practice
of inviting the audience to come to the
front at some point in the service was
begun by Dwight L. Moody, and many
evangelists still use this practice. After
the preaching at a Billy Graham cru-
sade, the invitation was given for peo-
ple to come forward to dedicate their

never become a preacher.”
After high school, Billy attended Bob

Jones College (now Bob Jones Uni-
versity) in Tennessee, but he left after
his first semester. While there, he met
with Bob Jones Sr. frequently, and Dr.
Bob prophetically said, “You have a
voice that pulls. God can use that voice
of yours. He can use it mightily.” After
Bob Jones College, Billy attended
Florida Bible Institute and received a
degree in theology in 1940.
While at Florida Bible Institute, Billy

felt called to the ministry. He said, “I
could not get away from the nagging
feeling that I was being called by God to
preach the Gospel. I did not welcome
that call.” When the nagging persisted,
he got down on his knees and cried,
“God, if Youwantme toserveYou, Iwill.”
After his studies at Florida Bible In-

stitute, Billy moved west to Illinois and
attended Wheaton College, where he
received a degree in anthropology.
While atWheaton, Billy met RuthMc-

CueBell, the daughter of Dr. andMrs. L.
Nelson Bell, missionaries to China. Dr.
Bell was a surgeon, and Ruth had lived
in China until she was seventeen. After
their graduation from Wheaton, Billy
and Ruth were married in August 1943.
Their marriage was strong, though Billy
was often absent on one of his many
crusade trips. Billy had a rule: he would
never be alone with any woman except
Ruth. He was not tempted to stray.
Ruth had a sense of humor—an as-

set with a husband frequently absent
at one crusade or another all over the
world. When asked whether she had
ever considered divorce, she an-
swered, “Divorce? No. Murder? Yes.”
Billy briefly was pastor at First Bap-

tist Church inWestern Springs, Illinois.
Then he joined the Youth for Christ
team to minister to servicemen return-
ing from World War II. In that position,
Billy traveled around the United States
and to Europe speaking to the sol-
diers. It began to look like Billy Graham
would be a significant evangelist.
For four years beginning in 1947, Dr.

Grahamwaspresident ofNorthwestern
Schools inMinnesota, a groupofChris-
tian schools of higher learning in Saint
Paul. During those years as college
president, he began holding and
preaching the first of many crusades.
The first evangelistic campaign was in
1947 in his hometown of Charlotte,
North Carolina.
It was two years later, in 1949, that

Billy’s status as an evangelist was real-
ly noted. The crusade in Los Angeles (Continued on page 31)
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BAGGAGE checked through. Shall
be in Chicago Friday night. God

bless you all forever” (Reese, “The Life
and Ministry of Philip Bliss,” Christian
Biography Resources, wholesome-
words.org). That was the wire hymn
writer Philip P. Bliss sent to evangelist
Dwight L. Moody in December 1876.
Yet despite his hopeful message, he
never arrived. Just a fewdays later,Bliss
was home with his Lord following a rail-
road accident. Although Bliss was
gone, he left a timeless legacy of clas-
sic hymns, such as “Almost Persuad-
ed,” “Let the Lower Lights Be Burning,”
“Hallelujah,What aSaviour!” and “Won-
derful Words of Life.”
Born in 1838 in Clearfield County,

Pennsylvania (or possibly Rome,
Pennsylvania), with what one source
called “a melody in his heart,” (Reese)
Bliss came from a musical and devout
Christian family. Though he had limit-
ed formal schooling, he early learned
to love Scripture as well as music.
According to one story, at age ten

Bliss was selling vegetables to sup-
port his family when he passed a
house where he heard piano playing.
Enraptured by themusic, hewandered
inside, where he startled the pianist.
“Get out of here with your big, bare
feet!” she ordered the gawky country
boy (Reese). He fled, but the memory
of the music remained.
In 1849, at the age of eleven, Bliss

left home to work, attending school
when he could. At a revival in 1850, he
professed his faith in Christ and was
baptized. Actually, Bliss later related
that this was not a dramatic conver-
sion because he could not remember
a time when he did not love Christ.
In 1857, Bliss joined a singing

school, a format that was very popular
at the time. The instructor recognized
his talent and encouraged him to at-
tend a musical convention. There he
met prominent hymn writer William B.
Bradbury, who also encouraged him.
In 1858 Bliss met Lucy Young, a

young woman from a musical family.
They were married a year later, and he
continued to study music as he
worked for Lucy’s father.

While conducting singing schools of
his own, Bliss attended amusical acad-
emy. He emerged with new enthusiasm
and began to compose. In 1864, Philip
and Lucy moved to Chicago, where he
worked for amusic publisher as he con-
tinued to teach and compose.
In 1870, Bliss entered a new career

when well-known evangelist Major
Daniel W. Whittle suggested he be-
come a full-time church choir director.
Later, as Bliss practiced with the choir,
he noticed a crimson cross set in a
glass window just off the rehearsal
area. The pastor of the church later re-
called: “Many times during rehearsals
he would point thither [toward the
cross], saying, ‘I am glad we have the
cross always before us. Let us forget
everything else when we sing. Let us
seek to have thepeople lose sight of us,
of our efforts, our skill and think only of
Him who died thereon, and of the
peace, comfort, strength, joy He gives
them that trust him’” (Whittle, ed., The
Memories of P.P. Bliss, Nabu Press).
In March 1874, Bliss joined Whittle

in conducting an evangelistic meeting
in Waukegan, Illinois, and brought
great response when he sang “Almost
Persuaded,” his own composition.
Whittle later wrote, “The next after-
noon, we . . . met in the study of the
[church], where our meetings were
held, and spent some hours in prayer.”
Then he described how at that time
“Bliss made a formal surrender of
everything to the Lord; gave up his
musical conventions, gave up his writ-
ing of secular music; . . . gave up
everything, and in a simple childlike,
trusting prayer, placed himself, with
any talent, any power God had given
him, at the disposal of the Lord, for any
use He could make of him in the
spreading of His Gospel.” Bliss joined
the Whittle team and learned to de-
pend totally on the Lord to provide for
himself and his family.
Eventually the Whittle/Bliss team

presented twenty-five campaigns
throughout the Midwest and the
South, with Bliss frequently working
with young people and even preach-
ing his own meetings. In November

1876, at a ministers’ meeting spon-
sored by Dwight L. Moody, Bliss intro-
duced a new hymn. The words were
by Chicago businessman Horatio
Spafford, whose four daughters had
died in a shipwreck. His verses, com-
bined with Bliss’s music, created the
classic “It Is Well with My Soul.”
While Bliss was Christmas shopping

during the last few weeks of 1876, he
passed a toy store. There he saw a
small, ragged girl gazing longingly at a
doll display. Reasoning that she was
too poor to buy one, he surprised her
by saying he would buy for her what-
ever doll she chose. But the child was
not interested. Instead, she “looked
around at himwith a painful expression
of distrust and unbelief, and, gathering
her shawl over her head, hurried away,
not heeding his repeated assurances
that she could have a doll if she want-
ed it. ‘That is just the way sinners treat
Christ’ he said, as he later told me
about it. ‘I was real grieved that the lit-
tle one wouldn’t let me do for her what
I wanted to, and that she distrusted
me,when I just wishedwith all my heart
to make her happy. I think I understand
a little better how the Lord feels at our
unbelief of His precious promises’”
(Whittle).
Philip and Lucy spent Christmas

1876 in Pennsylvania. When Bliss re-
ceived a wire asking that he return to
Chicago early, they left their small
sons with family and set out.
On 29 December 1876, their train

hurtled through a heavy snowstorm to-
ward Ashtabula, Ohio. As they crossed
a high bridge, the structure fractured,
sending locomotive and coaches
plunging seventy-five feet into an icy
river. Within minutes, fire from various
sources engulfed the entire train. A few
escaped, but most passengers, includ-
ing Philip and Lucy Bliss, did not sur-
vive. As one writer described it, “It was
an abrupt end to a remarkable life that
softly and tenderly made an enduring
mark on the Christian church and the
world” (Corts, ed., Bliss and Tragedy:
The Ashtabula Railway-Bridge Acci-
dent of 1876 and the Loss of P. P. Bliss,
Samford University Press). �

Testimonies of Faith

Philip Bliss, Hymn Writer
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Thankful Praise from Psalm 100
BY MARK J. HIGHMAN

WHEN it comes to worship, praise,
encouragement, and an outlet

for articulating one’s hurts to God,
there is no better place to turn than to
the Psalms. There are psalms formany
times—times of joy, sorrow, fear, hurt,
anger, thankfulness, and praise. The
Psalms may not be as didactic (in-
struction-oriented) as the Proverbs
and the New Testament Epistles, but
they provide a rich resource for our
times with God.
One of the favorite psalms in our

Psalter is Psalm 100. It is amazing in
its simplicity—only five verses, or
eleven lines, in length (twelve if you
count the superscription) and only thir-
ty-four words in the Hebrew (or thirty-
six if you count the superscription). Yet
it leaves God’s child bursting with
thankful praise and encouragement.
Let us look at it together.
Psalm 100 comes on the heels of—

and is a fitting climax to—a run of
praise hymns that celebrate the king-
ship of Yahweh. This group goes as
far back as Psalm 96 and, themati-
cally, even further back to at least
Psalm 93. Psalms 96 through 99 fo-
cus on the worldwide reign of Yahweh
God. This reign goes far beyond the
borders of Israel to embrace all na-
tions. Such a reign is Yahweh’s, for
He is Maker of the heavens (96:5), the
earth (95:4-5; 96:10), and all mankind
(94:9; 95:6).
God is also the saving God” (Ps.

95:1), the “King above all gods” (95:3;
96:4-5; 97:7, 9), and theGodwhoworks
wonders (96:3; 98:1). He is an avenging
God (94:1, 23; 95:8-11), and a just God
(94:12-13; 99:4, 8)—the Judge of the
nations (94:2; 96:10, 13; 98:9). God is
all-knowing (94:10-11) and faithful
(94:14; 98:3). He is a comforting (94:19),
nurturing (95:7), protecting God (94:22;
95:1; 97:10) who is great (95:3; 96:4;
99:2) and majestic (96:6). He is the King
(95:3; 96:10; 97:1; 98:6; 99:1). The
phrase “Yahweh reigns” can also be
translated “Yahweh is King!”
God is the Lord of all the earth (Ps.

97:5, 9) and a holy God (96:9; 99:3, 5,
9). He is transcendent (97:2-6), yet He
involves Himself with His people
(99:6-8). He is an awesome (vs. 3), for-
giving (vs. 8), and mighty God (vs. 4).
God is, as you can see, very God

(95:7). Is it any wonder that Psalm 100
has this interesting run of seven im-
peratives (in bold below)?

“Shout joyfully to Yahweh, all the
earth!”

“Serve Yahweh with gladness!”
“Come before Him with a cry of joy!”
“Know that Yahweh, He (yes, He) is

God!”
“Enter His gates with thankful

praise, [and] His courts with praise!”
“Give thankful praise to Him; bless

His name!” (personal trans.).
God in heaven—Creator of heaven

and earth, Provider of salvation, holy
and righteous, and Lord of all the
earth—is worthy of all glory and praise!
He is such an awesome, transcendent,
powerful and yet compassionate and
caring God that all God’s people can do
is shout joyfully, comingbeforeHimwith
cries of joy! He is God. He is good. His
mercy, that is, His generous, gracious
covenant commitment to His people, is
without end. Indeed, His faithfulness
continues for all generations. With such
a great God, how can His people do
anything other than serve Him with
gladness, enter His gates with thankful
praise, and praise His name?
To bless the name of God is anoth-

er way of saying “Praise the Person of
God.” God blesses the earth in many
ways by enriching it with His good-
ness. Examples abound: rain to water
our earth, beautiful flowers, majestic
mountains, streams and forests, de-
lightful animals, peace that communi-
ties and nations enjoy more than we
deserve, good health, food, clothing,
friendships, employment, and more.
We cannot add to God in any way

because there is nothing He lacks, but
we can praise Him. We are obligated
to praise Him—pagan and child of
God alike. We, as God’s children,want
to praise Him.We cannot help praising
Him! If we would try to squelch the
praisewelling upwithin our beings, the
very rocks would cry out (Luke 19:40),
for God is too good, too great, too
generous, too God!
God is not only so very God, so very

giving, so very good, so very faithful; He
is also the one who called us into being
as a people. (It is possible to translate
the secondpart of Psalm100:3 either as

“It is He who made us, and not we our-
selves” or as “He made us, and we are
His.”) This is not a creation statement, as
true as it is that God created us, not we
ourselves. This is a statement ofYahweh
God making for Himself a people.
When Psalm 100 was written, the

statement referred to national Israel.
Under the new covenant, however, the
statement is to be understood as all the
people of God—Jew and Gentile
alike—who are saved by God’s grace
through faith! We celebrate this reality
every timewedrink thecupof theLord’s
Table (Luke 22:20).We have beenmade
the people of God (we did not do this
ourselves [Ps. 100:3]), andGod is build-
ingus into abeautiful edifice (metaphor-
ically speaking) for His glory (Eph. 2:19-
22). We are His people for all time—His
faithfulness and covenant of grace will
never end! We praise His name!
Wearenot only thepeopleofGod;we

are also the sheep of His pasture. This
run of psalms (94–100), depicts Yahweh
God not only in all the terms (and more)
mentioned above (great God, Creator,
King, Judge, Saviour) but also as Shep-
herd (95:7; 100:3). We are familiar with
the imagery of God as Shepherd, espe-
cially from Psalm 23 and John 10.
Read these passages sometime to-

day or this week. Take them to prayer,
along with Psalm 100. Praise the Lord
for His goodness, grace, and care for
youandallHispeople.AndnextSunday,
when you enter His gates and stand in
His courts, give Him thankful praise.
Yahweh God, our God who is very God,
is good. His covenant commitment and
mercies never end, and His faithfulness
continues for all generations! �

diction was offered by a layman.
It is not possible to overstate the im-

portance of the synagogue to first-
century Jews. It was the center of their
religious lives, and it was where they
learned their traditions and their Scrip-
tures. �

Jewish Synagogues
in the First Century

(Continued from page 23)
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MUCH like its culture, Beirut’s
coastal terrain is rather diverse,

with its rocky beaches, sandy shores,
and cliffs beside one another. Al-
though predominantly known for its
tourism and nightlife, there is much
more to this city than meets the eye.
Unbeknownst to the majority of the

Western world, there is new life burst-
ing forth in the hearts of the men and
women of Lebanon, both young and
old, because God has been shining
His light of love and hope in their re-
gion in a most tremendous way.
Originating in 1998, the Lebanese

Society for Educational and Social De-
velopment (LSESD) is playing a vital
role in spreading the gospel of Christ
throughout the region. Also known as
the Lebanese Baptist Society, LSESD
was originally founded to provide local
leadership for the already-established
Arab Baptist Theological Seminary
(ABTS), the Dar Manhal Al Hayat pub-
lishing house (producing Christian re-
sources in the Arab language), and the
Beirut Baptist School—all of which
began at the hands of Southern Bap-
tist missionaries with a desire to see
the Lord at work in the Arab world.
Years later, these ministries are still

standing and, more important, thriving
as LSESD pursues a mission to serve
the church in Lebanon and the Arab
world through spiritual, social, and ed-
ucational development. New min-
istries include the Baptist Children and
Youth Ministry, Lebanon Baptist Aid,
and a center for Smart Kids with Indi-
vidual Learning Differences (SKILD).
“As Christians, Arabs and non-

Arabs, we can only make a difference
whenwe strive in all that we do to base
our positions and views on Biblical
principles,” stated LSESD Executive
Director Nabil Costa.
Elie Haddad, president of the Arab

Baptist Theological Seminary, states
that theseminary’smission is toseeGod
glorified, people reconciled, and com-
munities restored. In 2010, ABTS cele-
brated fifty years in service to the Lord’s
work. Since its establishment in 1960,
over36percentofABTSgraduateshave
become leaders in pastoral care, with

over 16 percent becoming involved in
church-based child, youth, and family
ministries. Still other alumni are leaders
in parachurchministries, church growth,
vocational training, and formal teaching.
The graduates from ABTS come from
many countries in the Middle East, and
72 percent of its graduates to date are
serving in diverse ministries in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa.
As ABTS continues to grow, it is cur-

rently working together with others on a
distance-learning leadership develop-
ment program for Arab church leaders
with limited access to Christian leader-
ship training. Delivery media includes
satellite televisionand the Internet, using
multimedia instructional technology.
In July 2006, Lebanon found itself in

themidst of a war, known locally as the
July War. The thirty-four day military
conflict in Lebanon, northern Israel,
and the Golan Heights led to the dis-
placement of about 25 percent of the
Lebanese population. Even today, vis-
itors to the country can see remnants
of its effects—and those of the years
of civil war (1975–1990)—on the coun-
try and its people. Buildings are still
being repaired from bombings that
took place during the war. Too many

children are now orphans, and many
under the age of twelve lost their lives
during the turmoil that took place.
“Though we were not a relief

agency, we could not just stand by and
watch our people suffer. We did not
want to lose the blessing,” said Mr.
Costa. “We could have chosen to sit
back and mourn the loss of lives, yet
we rolled up our sleeves and chose to
be salt and light.”
The great need prompted the start of

the Lebanon Baptist Aid. Relief has
been provided for more than fifteen
hundred internally displaced people.
The relief logo that was adopted for the
LebanonBaptistAiddepicts thehandof
Christ reaching out to help others.
Children are the fastest growing

segment of Arab countries’ popula-
tion. Keeping that reality squarely in
focus, LSESD’s Baptist Children and
Youth Ministry is making a difference
in the lives of many Lebanese children
in unforgettable ways.
“In July 2006 the war broke out un-

expectedly in Lebanon, and LSESD
got immediately involved in helping
families who had been displaced from
their homes, also reaching out to their
children,” said BCYM’s coordinator

Missions

A City on a Hill
BY CHANTELLE CUDGER

Beirut, Lebanon
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this to be true in all that they continue to
do to bring His truth, His presence, and
His love to those around them.
Though faced with many trials since

its inception, God’s servants at LSESD
have more than proved that with God,
all things truly are possible (Phil. 4:13).
As they continue to focus on complet-
ing the task that He has placed before
them, many lives will continue to be
transformed through their message of
His love for all people.
Praise God for all that He is doing

not just to make Beirut more than a
city on a hill but also to make its in-
habitants people after His own heart!
If you would like more information

regarding LSESD and its ministries,
please feel free to visit www.mebo.org.
You can also request additional infor-
mation or sign up for LSESD’s period-
ic e-newsletter by contacting informa-
tion@lsesd.org. Thank you somuch for
all your prayers and support for this
ministry! �

iah 41:10 as their memory verse. They
were also reminded that God has given
them His power (Phil. 4:13) and that He
keeps His promises (John 14:2).
The2011campwas set at anoutdoor

facility in the northern hills of Beirut. Ac-
tivities included taking mountain hikes,
riding a zip line, and balancing on a bal-
ance beam. Camp provided both the
perfect environment and the opportuni-
ty to bring to life the application of the
Scriptures being taught during camp.
Some of the smaller children were

afraid of the balance beams and zip
lines. As camp leaders, we used those
opportunities to place our hands in
theirs and guide them through the ac-
tivities every step of the way—just as
the Lord often does with us when we
face situations that cause us to fear.
Needless to say, before the end of
camp, the children who started off be-
ing afraid of those activities eventual-
ly could not get enough of them!
Although the children spend less

than a week at the camp, it has been
amazing to see the Lord at work in
their lives. They are not just compre-
hending the Word of God with their
minds; they are receiving the love of
Christ with their whole hearts. Hearing
the testimonies of how these camps
have impacted and changed the lives
of both the children attending them
and their families is beyond belief.
Thesecampsare just oneof themany

ways that LSESD has taken to heart its
desire to be the light of Christ in the
community and surrounding countries.
Nothing could be more fitting than be-
ing able to apply such biblical truths in
the presence of these children. They are
the very reasonBCYM, via LSESD, con-
tinues to endure. Trial by trial and sea-
son by season, the members rejoice in
knowing that God is yet to open even
more doors for HisWord andHis love to
be spread through them.
God is undoubtedly up to some-

thing great in the Middle East. It has
been a tremendous blessing to bear
witness to the lives that are being
transformed by all that LSESD is do-
ing. They are not just sharing the
gospel; they are bringing light to areas
where there is great darkness.
Their ministries of relief and outreach

extend to various parts of the Middle
East and North Africa. And LSESD’s
programs are preparing Christian lead-
ers of all ages for the world.
It is written that a city on a hill cannot

behidden (Matt. 5:14).Thoseserving the
Lord in Beirut have more than proved

Gladys Haddad-Sebali. “The need
that we saw at that time prompted us
to start a ministry among the children
of Lebanon, thus the Baptist Youth
Ministry expanded to become Baptist
Children and Youth Ministry.”
The ministry began to organize

camps and activities for children.
There are several camps held for vari-
ous age-groups throughout the sum-
mer. During this time, Lebanese local
leaders team with short-term mission-
aries from churches in various coun-
tries in North America and Europe.
The camps initially began with chil-

dren from Baptist churches, but they
havesinceprogressed to includecamps
for orphans and extremely vulnerable
children. Camps for vulnerable children
serve, among others, children who have
been placed in a shelter as a result of
abandonmentandabuse.These include
homeless runaways who were trying to
escape the discomforts of home.
In an effort to survive, some children

peddlewhatever goods they can topro-
vide for themselves and their families. In
most cases, children founddoing so are
picked up by local authorities and tak-
en home with a warning to the family
that if caught again, the childwill be tak-
en and placed in a social center. Sadly,
moreoften thannot, childrenendupbe-
ing taken to such centers.
Each BCYM camp provides an op-

portunity for these very deserving but
underprivileged children to enter an en-
vironment overflowing with the love of
Christ. The children learn about God’s
special love and care for them in con-
junction with receiving many other
things they would not otherwise receive
if it were not for the BCYM camps.
Most of these vulnerable children

have only one change of clothing, usu-
ally the center’s uniform. Most do not
have towels or soap for showers.
While at camp, the children are able to
design camp-themed T-shirts, bags,
hats, and other wearable items that
they can call their very own. As extras,
they also receive toothpaste, tooth-
brushes, gloves, socks, sweatshirts,
and many other much-needed items
that have been donated by supporters
from churches around the globe.
While at camp, the children also par-

ticipate in various games and activities
that allow them to apply Bible lessons
relating to the camp’s theme. The June
2011 camp was themed “Fear Not.”
During this time, the children learned
that they do not have to be afraid be-
cause God is with them. They used Isa-

True Security: Psalm 91

(Continued from page 24)

Evangelist Billy Graham

(Continued from page 27)

and we can rest assured that one day
He will take our dwelling in Him and
mature it into an understanding of His
great heart in redeeming us and mak-
ing us His own children. He uses the
phrase “my salvation.” All true salva-
tion is His.
Salvation is allwrappedup in theLord

Jesus.Webegin to enter into it whenwe
trust in the Lord Jesus to save us. We
will one day be totally satisfiedwhenHe
fulfills this promise, as He surely will.
Knowing this is true security in an in-
creasingly insecure world. �

therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the Father, and
of theSon, andof theHolyGhost” (Matt.
28:19),Hedidnotputanage limit on that
command. For decades Billy Graham
has heeded Jesus’ words in the Great
Commission and has followed the
Lord’s leading. �
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MELINDA viewed her image in the
mirror. Tears streaked her face.

Her now fiery orange hair seemed to
gleam with neon gaudiness. She
slumped on the bed and stared at her
and Bobby’s wedding picture. They
stood in front of a candelabra at
church, her long brown hair cascading
around her shoulders.
As she blinked back tears, last

night’s conversation ricocheted
through her mind.
“I thought you were going to be-

come a blonde,” Bobby had said.
She remembered the hurt his words

had caused. “I thought it best to light-
en it a little at a time.”
Bobby had lifted a curl and studied

it. “Still looks brown to me.”
“Why can’t you love me as I am?”

She had jerked away and run for the
bathroom.
Bobby’s voice sounded behind her.

“I do love you. Is it so wrong to give a
suggestion for improvement?”
Yes, it was wrong. “Fine,” she had

called before slamming the door.
Now, here she sat. How would he

like orange hair? She snatched a beret
to cover the iridescent color. Sweat
trickled down her brow as she
marched from their apartment.
Melinda floored her three-year-old

sedan, spraying gravel from under the
tires as she pulled onto the highway.
The harder she cried, the faster she
drove. Despite that, she managed to
make the trip to her parents’ house
without incident.
When she came tromping into her

childhood home, her mother looked
up from her morning coffee. “Hi, there.
Why are you wearing a cap? It looks
hot.”
Melinda stripped off the head cov-

ering. “This is why.”
Mom covered her mouth, but not

before Melinda spotted the beginning
of a smile.
“It’s not funny.” She stomped her

foot. “What am I going to do?”
Mom motioned her to sit down.

“Why did you color your hair? I loved
the beautiful dark sheen you always
had.”
Still angry, Melinda plopped down

with a thud.
“Don’t break my chair!” Mom said

with a teasing tone.
“Sorry!” Melinda placed her elbows

on the table and balanced her chin in
her hands. Her eyes stung from hold-
ing in fury, frustration, and fear. “I love
Bobby, but he wants a blonde.” She
sighed. “I was trying to find a quick
way.” Tears spilled again. “It was a stu-
pid idea.”
Mom looked thoughtful for a mo-

ment. “Trying to please your husband
is never stupid,” she said. “You just did
it the wrong way.”
Melinda hung her head. “If only he

liked me the way I was.”
Pen and paper were lying on the

table. Mom jotted down a Scripture
reference and slid it across.
“First Corinthians 13—the love

chapter?”
“Yes. Read it again. God’s love to-

ward us is perfect. This is our example
and the goal in our marriages. When in
doubt, run your actions through those
verses, and see how they measure
up.”
Melinda folded the paper and

tucked it into her purse.
Mom stood. “Now we have work to

do. Wash your hair while I run to the
store for—” She held a finger to her
cheek, as if in deep thought. “Well, I’ll
find something.”
Four hours later, the twowomen had

eliminated the orange. The hair was
still not exactly blonde, but at least it
was a considerably lighter shade of
brown.
Melinda stole a glance at a mirror

again. “It’s better.” On thewall, a giant-
faced clock read five o’clock. “I’ve
spent my whole Saturday on my hair. I
need to get home.” She kissed her
mother’s cheek and ran out, calling,
“Thanks.”
Bobby walked in shortly after Melin-

da. “What’s for dinner?”
Remembering her casserole the

night before, she could not resist sar-
casm. “It’s not burnt.”
Bobby grinned mischievously. “I

was getting used to burnt casserole.”
Melinda’s jaw tightened. “What do

you mean by that?”
His hands raised in a defensive ges-

ture. “Nothing. I was only teasing.”
It had sounded more like complain-

ing to Melinda. “I can’t help it if I’m not
a good cook. You knew that when you
married me.”
After taking a step in her direction,

he caught her arm. “Can’t you take a
joke?” Lines of fatigue etched his face.
Her chin dropped to her chest. “It

didn’t sound funny to me. Thanks to
you, I haven’t been home all day. You’ll
have to make a sandwich.”
A serious expression crossed Bob-

by’s face. “I guess we could go out.”
“I’m tired. Do whatever you like.”

She felt a cold sweat on her upper lip.
Her actions were not lining up with the
Bible’s love chapter. That was for sure!
His brow furrowed. “Are you still

mad at me?”
Had he not noticed her hair?
“No, I—”
She felt her breathing tighten and

her fists clench. She turned and strode
to the bedroom, afraid she would lose
her temper if she stayed. Isn’t it right
to avoid that temptation? she thought.
The back door slammed. Bobby

was probably heading off to play with
Scruffy, their little terrier. The little dog
freely gave his love. Guilt nagged at
Melinda’s mind over that thought.
That night, for the first time in their

year of marriage, the two went to bed
without a kiss. After hours of tossing
and turning, Melinda fell asleep and
then overslept. When she rose, Bobby
was nowhere to be seen.
Melinda shuffled into a lonely

kitchen. A tomato magnet highlighted
the note on the refrigerator: “Called
into work for a Sunday emergency. I’ll
be late, so don’t wait up for me.”

Adults

Because of Love
BY JANET K. BROWN
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ketchup in the bottle at lunch. Every-
one seemed cranky—or was it her at-
titude? Her husband’s transgression
grew taller in her eyes than the poles
he climbed.
When she got home, she spotted

Bobby’s truck. Now he would explain.
She rushed inside. “Bobby?”
No answer.
In the bathroom, a heap of grimy

clothing confirmed he was home.
“Calm down,” she told herself, taking
a deep breath.
Picking up her Bible, she quickly

reread I Corinthians 13. She needed it.
“[Love] rejoiceth not in iniquity, but re-
joiceth in the truth” (vs. 6). That spoke
to her. Was she expecting sin, or did
she want truth?
She reached for the door to their

bedroom. It was locked. Her cheeks
flushed as anger heightened. All her
good intentions vanished. “What are
you doing in there? Open the door
now.”
“Just a minute,” he yelled.
Footsteps neared the other side of

the door. Bobby opened it.
Melinda dashed inside. “What

are—” Shewilted faster than if she had
taken a cold shower that washed away
the heat of anger. Her closet door
stood open. Two new shelves hung on
the wall, waiting for her approval.
Three months ago, she had asked him
to buy and install some. He was al-
ways too busy, and she had given up.
Now, here they were. Her fingers

gently touched the glossy finish on the
pine. A note in Bobby’s handwriting
was stuck to the bottom. “I’m sorry. I
love you.”
The love chapter in the Bible was

right. If only she could remember
those words before an argument, not
afterward!
Bobby’s strong arms wrapped her

from behind.
She turned to face him. “The

shelves are lovely. Thank you.”
He kissed the top of her not-so-

blonde head. “You’re welcome. By the
way, I ran into Courtney at lunch. She
said to tell you hi.”
Melinda bit her lip. “I tried to be a

blonde for you. I really tried, but it
came out orange, and then Mom and
I washed and bleached it. I can’t cook.
I get jealous and do everything wrong,
but—”
“And you always talk toomuch.” His

head lowered.
Even as she thanked God, she

kissed him. �

church—even though she was late.
After an uplifting praise and worship

service, she prayed for her marriage.
Later, she called her mother. “I don’t
understand Bobby. He says he wants
a blonde, but he married a brunette.
He says he wants good meals, but he
married a woman who can’t cook.”
Laughter fi ltered from the cell

phone. “It’s obvious.”
“What’s obvious?”
“Bobby must really love you. Why

else would he have married you?” The
levity in Mom’s voice made clear she
was not agreeing with her daughter’s
cooking assessment, but the point
about Bobby’s love was clear.
Melinda relaxed. Her stomach

calmed. A rush of love for her husband
overwhelmed her.
She hung up and left her phone on

the bed. As she walked out, it rang.
She rushed for it but still missed the
call. After hitting the voice mail icon,
she listened to hismessage. “Will have
to work all night.”
She slumped into a chair like a de-

flated balloon. Now she would not be
able to talk with him until after work to-
morrow. Tears streameddownher face.
Mondaymorning at the officewent by

fast. At noonshe ran toBurgerHaven for
lunch. As she started to get out of the
car, she spotted Bobby coming out with
Courtney,Melinda’s best friend. The two
climbed into separate cars, but Melinda
did not appreciate seeing them togeth-
er. Why was he talking to Courtney but
not his own wife?
She fumed for the rest of the work-

day, which flowed slower than the

A wash of disappointment flooded
her mind—and a little anger at herself
too. If she had remembered to set her
alarm for church, shewould have been
up to see her husband before he left.
Working with high voltage power lines
up on tall poles was dangerous. Her
fingers trembled as she took down the
note and threw it away. Not only had
she not seen him this morning, but she
had not kissed him last night. “What
if—” She could not think that. Nausea
churned her stomach. She remem-
bered the note with the Bible reference
in her purse. She drew it out and
opened her Bible to read.
“[Charity] doth not behave itself un-

seemly, seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil”
(I Cor. 13:5).
The words leaped off the page.

Last night she had been so easily pro-
voked! She picked up the wadded
note from her husband, and she
traced each word. She loved Bobby.
Did he real ize that? Did he feel
unloved?
She read on in the same chapter.

“[Charity] beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth
all things” (I Cor. 13:7).
This was God’s guide to love. And

she failed to measure up.
So did Bobby. She cringed as the

thought crossed her mind.
How many times had her mother

told her she could not control anyone’s
actions but her own?
Dressing hurriedly, Melinda decided

she would at least make small amends
for her poor actions by attending
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Q. My wife and I continually lose the
battle with cleanliness and order in our
home. Spare rooms, tables, chairs,
and hallways overflow with boxes and
stacks of stuff. Our basement reeks
with the musty smell of old boxes we
have not opened for years. Does the
Bible give any guidance on what we
should do about this?
A. God created a world of order. “And
God saw every thing that he had
made, and, behold, it was very good”
(Gen. 1:31). Since our Creator demon-
strated careful planning and organiza-
tion in the six days of Creation and He
made us in His image, we certainly can
follow His example (vs. 26).
Genesis 1:28 instructs people to “be

fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the
earth, and subdue it: and have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every liv-
ing thing that moveth upon the earth.”
Word studies of key thoughts in the

Lord’s instructions to Adam produce
such ideas as nourish, consecrate,
conquer, rule, nurture, and protect. If
we apply these concepts to our
homes, we immediately recognize
that we must conquer our living
spaces and consecrate them to God’s
glory.
Do not let stuff rule your life! Mate-

rialism is one of the great sins of our
generation. Jesus addressed materi-
alism in the Sermon on the Mount:
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures
upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt” (Matt. 6:19). He contin-
ued by elevating heavenly things
above earthly things. He said we
must trust God to supply everything
we need for each day (vss. 20-34).
Hoarding indicates that people do
not trust God. Those who hoard are
in some strange way looking to their
storehouses to provide future happi-
ness.
Someone may say, “No, I really

don’t feel that way. I just don’t want to
waste good things by discarding
them.” The old adage applies here:
“Waste not, want not.” However, stor-

ing up stuff is a violation of God’s in-
struction. And it does not prevent
waste. Have we protected our stuff if it
loses its value because of mildew and
rot? It is wasted!
Another Scripture gives additional

help. In I Corinthians 12 through 14 we
find a discussion of the proper use of
spiritual gifts in the church. One main
conclusion for the church is that we
should do everything “decently and in
order” (14:40). “Decently”means “with
honor” and even includes decorative
beauty. “Order” carries the idea of be-
ing organized or laying things out in a
dignified arrangement. We should
arrange things in an orderly manner.
What is true for the church is also true
for the home.
The laws for Israel in the Old Testa-

ment give witness to God’s desire that
they were to follow sanitary laws of
cleanliness. God’s people would be
different from the surrounding na-
tions. Even the arrangement of the
tabernacle and the marching order of
the tribes of the nation speak to God’s
desire for order, beauty, and cleanli-
ness.
We have tried to make a biblical

case for orderliness and cleanliness in
all of life. I am not sure who first said
it, but an old saying goes like this:
“The beauty of the home is order.”
Connect I Corinthians 14:33 with that
thought. “God is not the author of
confusion, but of peace.” Godly
homes will reflect peace, love, and
self-control.
In the future, we could discuss

ways to have an orderly home. I often
think that if I do not clean up all my
junk, my kids will have to do it. As a
good steward of all that God has giv-
en me, I want to leave my life clean
and orderly. �

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel-
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Book Reviews

Tan, Paul Lee. Jesus Is Coming. Dallas,
Texas: Bible Communications, 2010.

JUST as surely as Jesus was born in
Bethlehem and lived, died, and

rose again, so He will come again for
His own. That is what this little, easy-
to-read book is all about.
The chapter titles include all the ma-

jor events from God’s plan of the ages
to the new heaven and new earth. In
clear and precise language, what the
Bible has to say about these condi-
tions and events is set forth. The book
is a completely revised and updated
edition by Dr. Christine J. Tan, the au-
thor’s daughter.
The 111 pages of this book are filled

with visuals to help the reader to grasp
the meaning and significance of what
has been written. These visuals in-
clude time-line drawings, photos,
maps, charts, and comparisons and
contrasts between the future of be-
lievers and unbelievers.
I heartily recommend this book to

believers who want a clear map of
end-time events and to unbelievers as
a warning of their need to trust Jesus
alone.

Downes, George A. One Step at a Time. Xib-
ris Corporation, 2010.

The author has been a pastor for
over forty years, mainly in the inner-
cities in New York and New Jersey. He
is still filling pulpits as needed in the
same areas.
He writes with a deep burden for the

evangelical local churches today,
which, he feels strongly, have in vari-
ous ways abandoned the New Testa-
ment teaching of the local church’s re-
sponsibilities.
This book is sermonic in nature. The

author writes with a heart for God’s
Word and His people. The book is in-
sightful and is filled with practical sug-
gestions urging church leaders and
congregants to return to their first love.
This volume will be of help for many

who love their local church. It is easy
to read, and Downes quotes Scripture
throughout the book in defense of his
concerns about the local church to-
day. It will motivate and encourage
church members to stay active for the
Lord. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

Order in the Home
BY DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.
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they could be overwhelmed by the de-
cisions they will need to make.
Further, a biblically informed set of

character traits (see the fruit of the Spir-
it and the Beatitudes) that results from
parental training and is reinforced by an
effective church teen ministry will pre-
pare the teen to be a person of integrity
and to be trustworthy and faithful when
it comes to the temptation to compro-
mise that naturally arises in college life.
Finally, teens must commit them-

selves to living in Christian communi-
ty while they attend college. This is ab-
solutely imperative whether they
attend a secular or a Christ-centered
college. Teens should plug into a local
church as soon as possible. The
church is where they will be edified,
strengthened, and challenged to live
righteous and wholesome lives.
In addition, the local church is also

a source of the accountability and fel-
lowship that are so necessary for rein-
forcing the convictions and Christian
character mentioned earlier. Connect-
ed with the local church are campus
ministries, which can likewise play a
critical role in reinforcing the Christi-
anity of the college student. The most
dangerous situation for the Christian
teen is to be alone and feel abandoned
while at college. God will use the
strong sense of Christian community
that the local church and these cam-
pusministries provide to keep the teen
safe from the world, the flesh, and the
devil—the mortal enemies of the
Christian teen.
The decision to attend college is one

of the most important in life. It cannot
be taken lightly. Wisdom, discernment,
and understanding are needed in mak-
ing this decision. Parents and effective
youth leaders must do all they possibly
can to prepare their teens for this life-
changing experience. By God’s grace,
may they do this preparation together
in a complementary manner that
brings honor to God. The next genera-
tion of leaders for the home, the
church, and the world depends on this
complementary relationship. May God
give the grace to do it well. �

(time management, stress manage-
ment, self-control, technology skills,
and communication skills—both oral
and written), the basic knowledge (sci-
ence, history, and languages), and the
management of interpersonal relation-
ships to be successful in life. Therefore,
college is less about preparing for a vo-
cation than about preparing for life.
Lifelong learning is a given in both

ministry professions and marketplace
professions. Hence, employers (both
ministry and marketplace) are looking
for well-rounded employees who are
teachable and able to function well on a
team.Teensneed toknowall this ineval-
uating why they plan to attend college.
Third, teens have a worldview, and

that worldview will be refined at col-
lege. If teens attend a Christ-centered
college, theChristianworldviewwill be
enhanced and strengthened. If teens
attend a secular college, the typical
college culture is postmodern in its
orientation. Residence hall life, class-
room instruction, and the entire ethos
of college will challenge and could po-
tentially undermine their Christian
worldview. Teens and their parents
must be prepared for this.
At best, secular college professors

are neutral when it comes to Christiani-
ty. At worst, they will seek to undermine
that worldview as naive and shortsight-
ed. Parents and effective youth group
leaders need to prepare teens for this
antagonistic, hostile atmosphere. Jesus
said that believers are to be in the world
but not of the world (John 17:13-18).
Nothing will test that reality more than a
secular college.
Fourth, for that reason, teens must

have well-developed convictions
about what they believe and manifest
a consistent, God-honoring character.
In terms of convictions, by the time
they enter college, teens should have
well-established convictions about al-
cohol and drug use, sexuality stan-
dards that are defined clearly by Scrip-
ture (abstinence before marriage) and
deep-seated commitments about dat-
ing only believers. Unless parents and
youth pastors have pressed their
teens to develop these convictions,

TODAY parents and effective youth
group leaders both must focus on

equipping teens for college life. This is
no small task, but it is necessary. I am
president of a faith-based, Christ-cen-
tered university. Both of my children
have attended this institution and ben-
efited greatly from its consistent
Christian worldview and its focus on
spiritual growth.
Christian teens and their parents

face three basic options for college:
the public option; the private, non-
Christian option; or the private, Christ-
centered option. Whichever your child
chooses, there are five key elements in
equipping your child for college.
First is the reality of spiritual warfare.

In Ephesians 6:12, the Apostle Paul
warns believers that we “wrestle . . .
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wicked-
ness in high places.” It is therefore im-
perative, he argues, that we dress for
battle with truth, righteousness, readi-
ness, faith, the certainty of our salva-
tion, and the power of God’s Word (a
summary of the whole armor of God
depicted in verses 13-18).
As teens go away to college, they will

face stresses, pressures, and relentless
temptations associated with the new-
found independence of college life. The
enemies of the Christian teen—the
world, the flesh, and the devil—will be
unyielding. The battle is real, but it is a
battle that can be won, to God’s glory.
Second, teens need to know why

they are attending college. Often, the
most common major for first-semester
freshmen is “undecided.” In one sense,
there is nothing wrong with that; still,
because college is so expensive, hav-
ing a strong sense of what you want
from it is quite important. This is even
more important formen because today
in college, women outnumber men by
a ratio of 60 percent to 40 percent.
Men are usually less certain about

why they are in college and are often
more confused about life and their ulti-
mate goals. College today is less about
preparing for a specific profession than
about acquiring the necessary skills

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Preparing Your Teen for College
BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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STACIE adjusted the kneeling pad
for her knees as she sat next to

the flower bed near the street. She had
put off weeding it until it had become
an eyesore.
The bushel basket of pulled weeds

attested to the job she had finally
started. Stacie admired the finished
area of the garden and smiled. It did
look a whole lot better.
She glanced up the street before

getting back to work. A figure that
looked vaguely familiar had just turned
the corner and was headed in her di-
rection. A little, brown dog ranged at
the end of the leash in front of the fig-
ure.
It took a fewminutes for Stacie to re-

member that the girl was someone
who had left town a few years before
to live with her father. It seemed that
Leah Gillespie had returned to town at
long last.
Now that she thought about it, Sta-

cie did remember someone mention-
ing that fact. She felt a wash of shame
as she remembered how she had
treated the girl before. This time she
was determined that things would be
different.
When Leah got close enough, Sta-

cie waved to her and stood up. A flick-
er of recognition and then suspicion
crossed Leah’s face when she saw
Stacie. Stacie saw it and knew that
she had only herself to blame. In her
heart, she prayed, “Lord, please help
me be the kind of friend I should be. I
messed up the first time around.”
Stacie put a big smile on her face

and greeted the other girl.
“Hi, Leah. It’s good to see you

again.” She looked at the dog. “May I
pet him?”
The dog strained against the leash,

pawing the air as he stood on his hind
legs.
“Hi, Stacie,” said Leah. “This is Odo.

He loves to meet new people.”
Stacie crouched to pet the dog as

Leah took a few more steps forward.
Odo writhed with pleasure as Stacie

attempted to pet him. The two girls
laughed at his antics until, out of
breath, he flopped over on the lawn
and panted.
“You are a very silly dog, Odo,” Leah

scolded him; but the tone of her voice
showed she was not angry.
“Do you have time to come up on the

porch for some lemonade?” asked Sta-
cie. “I couldget abowlofwater forOdo.”
“What about your dog? I wouldn’t

want her to be upset that Odo was on
her porch,” Leah said as the two
walked up to the house.
“It’s OK. Lucy has been gone for a

couple of years now,” Stacie said in a
soft voice. “Why not sit in one of these
chairs while I go in and get drinks?”
When Stacie came out a few min-

utes later with two glasses of lemon-
ade and a bowl of water, her guests
had made themselves comfortable.
Stacie put the drinks on a low table
and then put the water bowl down
near Odo. Leah smiled when she tast-
ed the lemonade.
“This is perfect. Thanks. Will your

mom mind if you sit and talk for a few
minutes?” Leah asked.
Stacie shook her head. “I told her I

would finish after we rested for a few
minutes. It’ll be nice to have you back
in town again.”
“Will it?” Leah asked with a bit of a

hard edge toher voice. “Youdidn’t seem
to want to be friends with me before.”
“I know,” Stacie stated softly. “I

didn’t treat you well, and I was not a
real friend to you. I’m glad that you
moved back so I can tell you how
sorry I am.”
Leah stared at Stacie as if she could

not believe her ears. The Stacie she
had known before would never have
said something like that! The proud,
popular girl she had known was now
different.
“You have changed,” Leah said,

cocking her head just a little bit to the
side. “What’s happened?”
“That’s a bit of a long story. Do you

have time to listen?”

Leah nodded her head.
Stacie took a long sip of her lemon-

ade. Then she rubbed Odo’s ears as
she thought about where to begin.
“I guess part of the story goes back

to when we had a young beginning
preacher at our church. When he
spoke, I thought he was the most bor-
ing man I had ever heard. Our pastor
is really a great preacher, so I asked
Dad why there was such a difference
between them. He told me that the
younger man did not preach as well
because his heart had never been bro-
ken.”
Stacie reached out and took anoth-

er sip from her glass. Leah waited pa-
tiently for her to continue.
“Getting your heart broken sounded

painful to me. So I must have made an
unconscious decision not to let it hap-
pen to me. I found that the best way to
avoid pain was not to let myself be
hurt. That meant not really caring
about others.”
Leah nodded her head knowingly.
“We’ve had a lot of different dogs

over the years, but none of them were
like Lucy. Do you remember her?”
Leah smiled. “She made me like

boxers. I think she was the nicest dog
I ever met. I think Odo could have
learned a lot from her if she were still
around and liked little dogs.”
Stacie felt the familiar welling of

tears in the corners of her eyes. At one
time she would have hidden them—
but not now.
“It’s almost as if Lucy chose me to

be her person. She taught me to love
her. I still miss that dog.”
“Of course you do,” offered Leah.

She reached out and touched Stacie’s
arm. “Lucy was more than just a dog.
She touched your heart the same way
that Odo has touched mine. I don’t
know what I would do without him.”
Odo looked up when he heard his

name. Then he stood and jumped into
Leah’s lap.
“Well, he has one advantage over

Lucy,” Stacie said through her tears.

Teenagers

The Return of Leah Gillespie
BY MARY LYNN BUSHONG
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Stacie leaned forward in her chair as
she spoke. “I used to think that having
your heart broken was like having it
torn apart. It doesn’t have to be that
way. It’s a bit like training a horse.
When some people think of teaching a
horse to accept a rider, they think of a
bucking horse. It is possible for a
horse to learn to be ridden without all
that. They are probably more ‘broken’
than the other kind.”
“I don’t get it,” said Leah. “How can

a horse or a person be broken without
being broken?”
“It comes frommaking a free choice

to accept what God wants for your
life,” said Stacie. “Odo could be a
good example.”
Odo stood up on the lounge chair

next to Leah and looked intently at
Stacie when he heard his name.
“Odo is not concerned about day-

to-day things. He trusts you to take
care of him. He caresmore about what
youwant him to do than about what he
wants to do,” said Stacie.
“He is a dog. That’s the way they are

supposed to be,” said Leah.
“Are all dogs as well behaved as he

is?” asked Stacie.
“Well, no,” said Leah, conceding the

point.
“That’s because Odo loves you. He

made a choice to accept you as his
leader. When my heart was broken, it
meant that I was finally able to see
past myself and my own desires—to
see what God wanted from me. He is
my Leader now.”
“It must be nice to finally be per-

fect,” Leah said with a subtle jab.
Stacie laughed. “If only!” she said. “I

will not achieve that until I get to heaven.
In themeantime,God ishelpingme learn
to be the kind of person Hewantsme to
be. Would you be interested in coming
to my church? We’re having some spe-
cial youth meetings. I think there will be
people you would enjoy meeting.”
“I’ll think about it. Thanks,” said

Leah. She glanced at her watch. “I had
no idea the time had flown so quickly.
I was going to offer to help weed.”
“Don’t worry about it,” said Stacie

as both girls stood up. “It was great
just to talk and rest for a while.”
The two girls walked down to the

street. Leah waved, and Stacie settled
back onto the kneeling pad. She be-
gan humming a tune. She laughed
when she realized what it was. God
did indeed walk with her and talk with
her! Perhaps someday soon He would
walk with Leah too. �

opportunity to care for her as she had
always cared for me. I stopped think-
ing so much about myself and more
about her. It was as if her love
stretched my heart so I could care
about others. When I think about Lucy,
it’s not about seeing her die; it’s about
how she loved me.”
“I hope I remember that when it’s

Odo’s time. I hope it’s not for a long
time!” said Leah. “You may not know
this, but I was a little bit afraid to see
you.”
“I guess that makes two of us,”

replied Stacie.
“You! What did you have to be afraid

of?” Leah asked a little scornfully. “You
were always one of the popular girls!”
“I might be popular, but that’s no ex-

cuse for the way I behaved to you and
others. God used Lucy’s death to help
me see some things that were wrong
in my life—things I had refused to cor-
rect,” said Stacie.
“I know you loved that dog. Why did

God have to take her? I don’t under-
stand why He would hurt you like that.”
Stacie nodded. “I wondered that too.

Then I realized that He had been trying
to get my attention for some time and I
refused to listen. I was too busy having
fun. But I was not living as a Christian
should. I didn’t understand that having
a broken heart was not really about the
pain but about giving up myself.”
“What do you mean by giving up

yourself?” Leah asked, staring at
Stacie intently.

“She was too big to fit on my lap very
well. Odo fits just right.”
Stacie watched as Leah scratched

Odo’s neck and back. She thought of
Lucy for a few minutes.
“You know, you are right about Lucy

having touched my heart. She did
more than touch it. She helped to
break it—or rather, God used her to
break the ice that made my heart so
cold and hard. It was hard to lose her.”
“Do you mind telling me what hap-

pened to her?” asked Leah.
“It was some kind of creeping paral-

ysis,” said Stacie. “Her hind legs be-
cameweak, and she had trouble walk-
ing. After a while, her front legs didn’t
work right, either. She wasn’t in any
pain, andwe kept her comfortable; but
it was only a matter of time before her
lungs would be affected. Finally we
decided that it wasn’t fair to her to live
with no real quality of life. Dad re-
minded me that God made us stew-
ards of our animals. We need to do the
right thing for them even if it’s hard for
us. Being there with Lucy when the vet
put her to sleep was so hard!”
Just thinking about the experience

was almost enough to bring all of the
memories and emotions flooding
back. It took Stacie a moment to get
them back in control.
“I’m so sorry,” said Leah. “What an

awful thing to have to remember.”
“It’s not all awful,” said Stacie. “I

learned gentleness and patience with
Lucy when she was ill. I was given an
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WHEN you were a child, your father
andmother probably seemed like

the strongest and smartest people on
the planet. They appeared to have the
explanation to every mystery of the uni-
verse. The solution to every puzzling
question and the fulfillment of each diffi-
cult task seemed tobeat their fingertips.
Life seems to get harder as you get

older. You have more responsibilities
now than you ever had before in your
life. Perhaps some of your chores
around the house include washing
dishes, mowing the yard, taking out
the trash, or keeping your room clean.
Your week may be filled with a part-
time job in addition to the work of the
impending school year. And in addi-
tion to all these responsibilities, you
are weighed down by the emotional
challenges of understanding your
identity, finding a place to fit in at
school or church, and making some
basic preparations for life after high
school. Do you feel overwhelmed yet?
I understand what it is like to be a

teenager—I was one for a while! My
heart especially goes out to those teens
who are, in one form or another, asking,
“Am I strong enough? Will I be able to
handle all that life throws at me?” Your
answer to this question has enormous
ramifications for the rest of your life.
I can guarantee that you will be (and

most likely already have been) offered
thousands of solutions to your life
questions and challenges. Some will
claim to have the answer to all your
challenges, while others will offer a
way to escape those pressures for a
while. These temptations range from
peer pressure to drugs and from fash-
ion to pornography. They all promise
good things, but they always deliver
destructive consequences.
For me, it was video games. I would

spend countless hours in front of the TV
withacontroller inmyhand. Iwouldgive
mymoney, my time, my energy, andmy
emotions to a computerized experi-
ence. I loved to escape to the imaginary
world that videogamesprovided. In that
world, I was the one in control. I deter-
minedmy fate, and I felt greatwhen Ide-
feated my lifeless, digital opponent.

That lifestyle felt good at first, but in the
end it left me lifeless. Theweight of life’s
challenges only bore down onmemore
intensely. Video games were not the
problem. My loving them more than I
loved God was the problem.
There is a solution to these distrac-

tions. Again, the questionsmay bounce
in your head: “Am I strong enough?Can
I face life’s challenges and resist dan-
gerous distractions?” The answer may
surprise you: No. You are not strong
enough. In fact, left to yourself, you are
guaranteed to fail in one fashion or an-
other. Simply put, we need God. He is
the source of strength for life’s chal-
lenges and answers for life’s questions.
A few simple principles from the Bible
can provide some insight into exactly
how God presents Himself as the an-
swer to the challenges that face us.

HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD
The first and most essential element

of being strong enough to confront the
challengesof life is to havea relationship
with the God of the universe. The fact is
that all of us have committedwrong and
deserve death. Romans 3:23 says, “For
all have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God.” That means everyone
throughout the history of the earth has
sinned. And because of that sin, we de-
serve death, eternal separation from
God in a place called hell (6:23).
Ephesians 2:8-9 sheds some further

light on this situation: “For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of
works, lest any man should boast.” This
means thatwecannotdoanything inour
own power to earn this gift of salvation.
Jesus Christ died on the cross for

that penalty you deserved for your sin.
What we were unable to do in our own
strength, Jesus accomplished through
His sinless life and profound sacrifice
on the cross. Notice the powerful
words of I Peter 2:24: “Who his own
self bare our sins in his own body on
the tree, that we, being dead to sins,
should live unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were healed.”
If you do not have a relationship with

God, you can have one today. Simply
confess to God that you are a sinner,
believe that Jesus Christ died for your
sin, and ask God to save you. Such a
seemingly simple expression of faith
bears eternal consequences. If you
have trusted Christ as your Saviour,
you have a constant Companion
through all of life’s struggles.

EXPRESS YOUR STRUGGLES TO
GOD AND TRUST IN HIS
STRENGTH
If you are a child of God, you are

guaranteed to have days that seem to-
tally unbearable. Friends at school will
betray you, homework will pile up, and
you will find yourself totally unsatisfied
with how you look in the mirror. A lot of
these challenges are connected with
growing up emotionally and socially.
What is even more profound than

these challenges, however, is that God
knows exactly how you feel when you
are ripped apart emotionally or con-
fused by the way your parents commu-
nicate. While you cannot change the
way people treat you or the responsibil-
ities that are assigned to you, you can
respond the right way. We find a com-
forting message in I Corinthians 10:13:
“There hath no temptation taken you
but such as is common toman: butGod
is faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”
Notice how the Bible used both the
words “escape” and “bear.”God knows
that temptations will always come.
Temptations often come in the form

of being tempted to respond to hard
times in a manner that is not Christlike.
God promises not only to make sure
you are not confronted by an unbear-
able temptation but also to give you the
strength during that temptation to keep
on responding in a way that represents
the love of God. This will mean stop-
ping yourself from talking back to your
parents or teacher. It will alsomean that
you will watch your thoughts and atti-
tudes as they relate to certain people at
church or school.

For Teens Only
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fered, he threatened not; but commit-
ted himself to him that judgeth right-
eously” (I Pet. 2:21, 23).
God is always aware of the difficul-

ties that come into our lives when we
select His way. He does not leave us
in our time of distress. He is always
present in time of need.

Q. How do I spend time reading the
Bible and praying when I am so busy?
A.Setting priorities (that is, choosing the
best use of our time) is always challeng-
ing. I almostneverhearapersonsay that
there is not enough time to take a show-
er, brush his teeth or hair, or eat a meal.
Yet I often hear that people cannot find
time to read God’s Word (feed the inner
person) or pray (talk with their Heavenly
Father). So the matter of time manage-
ment frequently comesdown to learning
to make better choices.
“Elijah came unto all the people, and

said, How long halt ye between two
opinions? if the Lord be God, follow
him: but if Baal, then follow him”
(I Kings 18:21).
After you determine to read and pray

daily, you can helpmanage your time by
keeping track of time usage for two
weeks. Take the twenty-four hoursof the
day, and divide them into fifteen- or thir-
ty-minute segments (depending on how
disciplined you are), using the larger
segments if the smaller ones will lead to
your defeat. Then for each thirty-minute
segment, use a word or a phrase to
record what you did in that time. (“I
watched TV,” “I ate lunch,” “I wrote a bi-
ology paper” are some examples.)
At the end of two weeks, add up the

time that you“wasted”—or time that you
wish you had spent differently. If you fol-
low this course about twice a year, you
will get a well-educated understanding
of your time management and be better
able to use time in pursuit of a deeper
knowledge of God and a more effective
development of your life of faith. �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. How do I deal with science teach-
ers (since I do not go to an evangelical
school) who teach evolution as fact,
and how should I respond in that type
of setting?
A. Your question is one that thousands
of Christian students from middle
school through the doctoral level are
struggling to answer.
Begin with prayer, and be sure you

keep reading your Bible every day. Your
spiritual life needs nurturing from your
Father in heaven.When your spiritual life
is healthy, your mental capacities will be
healthier than they would be otherwise.
As you pray (talk to God) and read

(hear fromGod), youwill realize that sci-
ence teachers are just people, most of
whom are seeking the truth. However,
they are caught in an educational cul-
ture that in general will not permit (in-
deed is hostile to) the idea that an ex-
ternal intelligent source could exist that
has any part in scientific endeavors.
These people are to be pitied since they
deliberately limit the scope of their
thinking. So do not be intimidated by
them; pity them. Be confident in the re-
alization that these truth deniers are the
ones who are in the weaker position.
Christians learn to respect authority.

“Let every soul besubject unto thehigh-
er powers. For there is no power but of
God: the powers that be are ordained of
God” (Rom. 13:1). But we are clearly
taught to discriminate between our re-
spect for the person and our accept-
ance of that person’s opinions.
When faced with a choice between

the opinions of a scientist (or other au-
thority figure) and the truth of God, al-
ways take God’s side. “We ought to
obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).
If a choice is forced and we choose

God’s position,we should also be ready
to accept any consequences (often
negative and sometimes painful ones)
that come from that decision. Our Lord
Jesus Himself suffered because He
chose the side of God rather than that
of those who did not accept God’s way.
“Christ also suffered for us, leaving

us an example, that ye should follow
his steps: . . . who, when he was re-
viled, reviled not again; when he suf-

This task is certainly a hard one. If at
times it feels too hard to handle, know
that you are not alone. Millions of Chris-
tian teenagers have a hard time resist-
ing temptation. These challenges and
temptations have the ability to make
you feel weak and helpless.
But takeheart! Your Lord andSaviour,

Jesus Christ, is your Great High Priest.
He understands all these weaknesses
and allows you to confidently approach
your Heavenly Father: “For we have not
an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but
was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin. Let us therefore come
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need” (Heb. 4:15-16).
God’s throne is one of grace and

mercy, not cruelty and condemnation.
If you are a child of God, you have full
access to the throne of your Heavenly
Father as you pray and seek His help.

COMFORT OTHERS BY SHARING
HOW GOD HELPED YOU
One of the most blessed opportuni-

ties you have as a child of God is to
share the comfort of God with others.
As a teenager, the possibilities are
endless! You can comfort childrenwho
look up to you as a “cool almost-
grown-up.” Or you could encourage
older folks who value the youth and vi-
brancy they see in you.
Paul brought up some very special

words in II Corinthians 1:4 as he dis-
cussed the comfort of God and our duty
to comfort others: “Who comforteth us
in all our tribulation, that wemay be able
to comfort them which are in any trou-
ble, by the comfort wherewith we our-
selves are comforted of God.” Passing
on comfort is a deeply profound way to
present Christ in someone else’s life.
Consider the mentor or friend who
brought you some comforting words in
your time of distress, and pass on that
same encouragement to someone you
know who is currently in distress. You
will be amazed at the impact you will
have when you comfort someone else.
Life can certainly be a long, hard jour-

ney. You will be reminded of the hard-
ship, but do not forget to take time to re-
mind yourself of God’s constant love. If
you are not saved, know that His gift of
salvation is free and is offered to you. If
you are a child of God, you have a Fa-
ther who knows the pain you experi-
ence and will see you through. You are
not strong enough, but yourGod is! �

Teen Scene

Answering the Atheist
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN.
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SABINA
Mary looks up as hermother’s friend

Sabina enters the house. She carries a
seven-month-old baby, whowill be left
in Mary’s care while Sabina and
Christina go to fetch water.
Sometimes Mary wishes she were

also going to get water, but most times
she is content to care for the infant and
her five-year-old sister.
Since Mary is twelve and the oldest

daughter, she knows that soon she will
make the twice-a-day trip to get water
and her mother will be able to stay
home.
Christina leaves just enough water

for Mary to wash dishes and get a cup
of tea before they leave.
The women pick up water contain-

ers; each will hold seventy pounds of
water when full.
At first, the children are fussy; they

missSabina.But soon they settle down,
and thebaby falls asleep.Marygoesout
to the yard with neighbor children. They
play happily with a grasshopper.
Water is valuable in this part of

northern Kenya, but it does not flow
into the village.
Sabina does not like that part of get-

ting water. Water is heavy andmust be
carried with strips of rope; they cut
into her back. Her back aches most of
the time.
The trip to get to the river is windy

and hot. The ground is dry and thorny,
but it does sparkle with quartz and
mica in the afternoon sun.
When thewomenget to the river, there

will be cows, sheep, and goats milling,
mooing, and bleating. The women will
scrub the jugs to get rid of the dirt. Then
they will have to scoop out a new hole
near the river, since the animals drink
and leave droppings everywhere.
Nearby, girls wash in the river before

they get water for their families. Mary
will miss washing in the river today,
since she is watching Sabina’s baby.
They bathe downstream in groups; it is
safer that way.

For twenty minutes or more, Christi-
na and Sabina scoop sand and pour
water into their jugs. Then they will
drink from the cup used to fill the
buckets and also wash their feet and
ankles in the river.
Christina and Sabina began making

the one-hour trek and carrying water
when theywere a lot younger thanMary.
As she thought about all her mother

had to do, Mary began to daydream
about what she really wanted to do—
to go to school. Many times she had
heard her father andSabina’s husband
talk about their hopes for each of their
children going to school.
As they sat around the fire in the

evening, they would tell how they had
loved school. But in second grade,
everything had changed when there
was a great famine. They left Kenya
and took the animals to Uganda. After
two years, they came home again and
went back to third and fourth grades.
But then another famine hit, and they
never went to school after that.
Sabina often told Mary and her own

children that she had been carryingwa-
ter since she was seven and caring for
animals too. “This denied me the
chance to go to school.” In their culture,

fetching water is a daughter’s respon-
sibility. “I am the first daughter, so I had
to assist the family in getting water.”
Sabina looked at the sleeping baby in

her arms and then at her oldest daugh-
ter, Damaris. “Three years ago, she vis-
ited relatives in a place called Lelan. . . .
ToSabina, it felt like anotherworld. Peo-
ple had water taps in their yards and
could turn a handle to get water when-
ever they needed it. . . . Once I was
there, I didn’t want to come back.”
I can imagine Mary looking up at the

stars and thinking, Tonight I will dream
of a place like Lelan where water
comes into the village through a tap
and I can also go to school. (Permis-
sion to use Sabina’s story has been
granted by World Vision. � World Vi-
sion, Inc. 2011 All Rights Reserved.)

ROZINA
“What did the lady say?” Rozina

asked her mother.
“She is a missionary, Rozina. She

wanted to know where we live.”
“What did she mean, where do we

live? Didn’t the lady know we live right
here?” Rozina asked.
“I guess not—at least, not until your

father told her, ‘We live here.’”

Boys and Girls

No Water + No Shelter + No Money + No
School=Poverty

BY KATHY SCOTT
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The Whip-Poor-Will

BYWANDA ERBSE

THE whip-poor-wil l is a North
American bird named for its odd,

whistling call. God gave it superior
camouflage with cryptic coloring,
making the bird very difficult to detect
in its natural habitat. The upperparts of
its body are mottled gray, black, and
brown, while the underparts are pale
with gray and black spotting. Its black
throat is bordered by a white necklace
in males and a buff necklace in fe-
males. Males also have white trim on
their outer feathers.
This medium-sized bird measures

eight to ten inches in length. It has a
very short bill and a long, rounded
tail.
God gave the whip-poor-will very

large eyes for locating prey at night. Its
prey include moths, beetles, andmos-
quitoes. These birds are welcomed by
farmers, for they devour crop-damag-
ing insects.
Whip-poor-wills are found in the

leafy woods of the northeast and in the
mountains of the southwest regions of
the U.S. They are also found as far
north as southeastern Canada and as
far south as Mexico and Honduras,
spending their winters along the
Gulf Coast in Mexico and in Central
America.
The bird’s rolling chant may be

heard long before the bird can actual-
ly be seen. Its call is sometimes re-
peated rapidly for minutes at a time at
night. The record number of calls in a
row by a single bird is 1,088, perhaps

ing rice cakes and sweets too big for
her small arms.
“Leap has already been working for

five hours, and most likely, will still be
out here at midnight. Working alone,
Leap is a small vulnerable girl who has
never been to school and will be lucky
if she earns two dollars today. Leap
says she has no choice. If she were to
stop working, her mother and younger
brothers would go hungry” (Interna-
tional Labor Organization, www.ilo
.org).
Leap is one of more than 313,000

Cambodian children trapped in forms
of human slavery. Others spend
hours in salt fields, work in factories,
or load carts with bricks to meet the
demands of the construction industry
(www.ilo.org).
In some countries, children work in

brick-making kilns. They are paid little
to produce one thousand bricks a day
for a promised amount. Usually the
pay is not what was promised, and
they end up using most of their earn-
ings to get food. They work long hours
with only short breaks; many work
around the clock.
Worldwide, 126million childrenwork

in hazardous conditions, toiling in
mines, using chemicals and pesticides
in agriculture, or operating dangerous
machinery. Children often endure
beatings, humiliation, and violence
from their employers (Compassion In-
ternational, www.compassion.org).
How do children like Leap become

involved in child labor? Many families
depend on the money they can earn
for basic survival.
Some families owe money and will

allow a labor broker to hire a child to
pay off the debt. Often parents do not
know the pitiful conditions the child
will endure. They may also be ignorant
of the fact that the child will not earn
enough to pay the debt.
The lives of Mary, Rozina, and Leap,

though they live in different parts of the
world, have one thing in common—
poverty.
Cambodia is one of the poorest

countries in the world; over one-third of
the people live on less than $0.45 per
day (www.globalprayerdigest.org).
Some of you reading these stories may
know what it is to be poor. But do you
know families that earn less than 45
cents each day? Many children spend
more than that just on candy.
So what can we do to help the chil-

dren who live in poverty?

Rozina nodded, then looked around
at the other people who lived where
she did—on the sidewalk in India.
Where else could we live? she won-
dered. The last time anyone counted,
seventy-one families lived here.
Boxes of clothing, blankets, and

cooking pans were neatly lined up
along the wall on the narrow strip of
dirty concrete.
Rozinawonderedwhy themissionary

lady had noticed them. Many people
walked by their sidewalk and seemed
not to notice that families lived there.
One time Rozina had heard some-

one say, “People pass without really
seeing us. It is as if we did not exist.”
The missionary asked other ques-

tions: “Where did all of you come from
originally? Did you come to the city to
find work? How did you end up living
here?”
Rozina’s father looked at her blankly

asheponderedherquestions. “Wewere
bornhere.Thissidewalk isourhome.My
parents and grandparents were born
here. This is where we are from.”
Themissionary looked shocked and

then sad. After a few minutes, she
smiled and said, “Our mission is offer-
ing families the opportunity to move
off the street and into apartment build-
ings. Some have already moved.
Would you like to move into an apart-
ment?”
Rozina’s parents looked at each

other but said nothing. Her mother
turned away and resumed breaking
beans into the pot for supper. Her fa-
ther told the lady, “We don’t know
about living in an apartment. This side-
walk is all we know. What can you tell
us about moving to an apartment?”
Rozina was glad her father did not

say no, as she thought he might. Al-
though Rozina knew nothing about liv-
ing in an apartment, she somehow
thought it might be a better place than
the sidewalk they called home.
Later that night, Rozina looked up at

the tall, lighted buildings in the dis-
tance and thought, Tonight I will dream
of a place where we might have shel-
ter and perhaps a better life.

LEAP
“On a hot afternoon in Cambodia’s

capital city Phnom Penh, ten-year-old
Leap beckons to tourists riding by on
the back of a lumbering elephant.
“Struggling to carry her basket of

snacks she runs along a dusty road
next to the golden Royal Palace offer-

Noah’s Ark

(Continued on page 47)
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accounting for the species name: vo-
ciferus.
Although rarely seen there, the

whip-poor-will is a locally common
breeder in parts of New York that are
not so heavily forested, especially in
Long Island and the Saint Lawrence
Valley. The whip-poor-will is becoming
locally rare in New York State with a 97
percent decline since 1983. This is be-
lieved to be caused by habitat de-
struction and poisoning by insecti-
cides. Still, the species as a whole is
not considered globally threatened
due to its large range.
Whip-poor-wills are sometimes

seen sitting on train tracks or roads.
They have small, weak feet and short
legs and hop around awkwardly on the
ground.
Elaborate courtship displays lead

up to mating. The whip-poor-will relies
heavily on moonlight for feeding its
young, since its breeding cycle is syn-
chronized with the lunar cycle. Eggs
are laid so that they hatch as themoon
is waxing, providing the advantage of
maximum moonlight. No nest is pre-
pared for the pair’s clutch of one or
two eggs. They are laid on a bed of
leaves on the ground.
With its haunting, ethereal song, the

whip-poor-will is the topic of numer-
ous legends and is frequently used as
an auditory symbol of rural America.
One New England legend says the
whip-poor-will can sense a soul de-
parting and capture it as it flees. This
is likely related to an earlier Native
American belief that the singing of the
whip-poor-will is an omen of a coming
death.
The whip-poor-will has also been

featured in many types of songs, po-
etry, plays, soundtracks, and movies.
Its unique design lends it great adapt-
ability to all kinds of situations. Many
famous people have added to the in-
terest in the bird by identifying with it
in some way. Though not a particular-
ly striking bird in appearance, God has
created every living creature with a
special purpose.
Just as God gave the whip-poor-will

its celestial voice, so He uses His all-
powerful voice to connect with our
spirits as Christians. Day and night, He
gives us assurance that He is near and
will carry us through any need we
have.
Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and

know that I am God: I will be exalted
among the heathen, I will be exalted in
the earth.” Listen for God’s voice! �

You and Your Bible

BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

Saul, Chosen by the Lord
A Light and a Voice

Saul (also called Paul) was persecuting the Christians by putting them in jail
because they believed in Jesus. Read Acts 9:1-5. Then fill in the puzzle with the
correct words, and color the picture.

Saul at Damascus

Read Acts 9:6-9. Then put the following sentences in the correct order.

1. ____ Saul was led by the hand to Damascus.

2. ____ The Lord said to Saul, “Arise, and go into the city.”

3. ____ For three days Saul did not see, eat, or drink.

4. ____ Saul stood up and opened his eyes, but he could not see.

5. ____ Saul said, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” �
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Wit and Wisdom

John Gay: “An open foe may prove a
curse, / But a pretended friend is
worse.”

* * *

James Sandford: “He that goeth to
bed with dogs ariseth with fleas.”

* * *

Brendan Francis: “Inspirations never
go in for long engagements; they de-
mand immediate marriage to action.”

* * *

Benjamin Disraeli: “When I want to
read a good book, I write one.”

* * *

“You know you’re growing old when
your children begin to look middle-
aged.”

* * *

Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr.: “To be 70
years young is sometimesmore cheer-
ful and hopeful than to be 40 years
old.”

* * *

Bob Phillips: “Among the things that
are quite easy, even simple, for a child
to operate are the grandparents.”

* * *

“If you don’t knowwhere you’re going,
any road will get you there.”

* * *

Oscar Wilde: “Some people cause
happiness wherever they go; others
whenever they go.”

* * *

Dwight L. Moody: “Be humble or
you’ll stumble.”

* * *

“There are three rules for success. The
first: Go on. The second: Go on. And
the third: Go on.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

True Friendship

Frank Boreham: “They made an in-
teresting study, these two old men. . . .
They had borne each the other’s bur-
dens, and shared each other’s confi-
dences, through all the days of their
pilgrimage. . . . A thousand tender and
sacred associations were interwoven,
in the mind of each, with the name of
the other.”

* * *

Hezekiah Butterworth: “If thou hast
friends, give them thy best endeavor, /
Thy warmest impulse, and thy purest
thought, / Keeping in mind, in word
and action ever, / The time, /The time
is short.”

* * *

Henry Ward Beecher: “Do not keep
the alabaster boxes of your love and
tenderness sealed up unti l your
friends are dead. Fill their lives with
sweetness. Speak approving, cheer-
ing words while their ears can hear
them . . . The flowers youmean to send
for their coffins, send to brighten and
sweeten their homes before they leave
them.”

* * *

George MacDonald: “If instead of a
gem, or even a flower, we should cast
the gift of a loving thought into the
heart of a friend, that would be giving
as the angels give.”

* * *

Amy Carmichael: “A selfish friend-
ship is only for today; a selfless friend-
ship is forever.”

* * *

Samuel Johnson: “If a man does not
make new acquaintances as he ad-
vances through life, he will soon find
himself left alone. A man should keep
his friendships in constant repair.”

* * *

C. S. Lewis: “True friends . . . face in
the same direction—toward common
projects, interests, goals—above all
toward a common Lord.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“You look for Jonah, and I’ll look for the
whale.”

“Prayer requests.”

“He won’t be any trouble. Just keep every-
thing out of his reach.”
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MOST of us have probably heard
that Godwill not send us through

anything we cannot bear (I Cor. 10:13).
But when it comes to being a dad, how
many of us would love to have a man-
ual? Though we have wisdom given
from on high through the Word, there is
still a lot of OJT: on-the-job training.
Just as dads teach their young to ride
bicycles, there is a “dad bicycle” that
they must learn to ride.
It is comical to think, but if we really

knew what being a dad entailed, how
many would desire it? Many would be
terrified and weigh it cautiously. Sens-
ing the profound impact we have on
our children’s lives, we have to be
wise. Knowing ourselves as we do,
who feels qualified to step up to the
plate? As Jesus told Peter, “With men
this is impossible; but with God all
things are possible” (Matt. 19:26). We
have to depend totally upon God.
The world our children have to enter

is a page right out of the parable in the
Bible dealing with the wheat and the
tares (Matt. 13:27-30). The mixture is
vast, and the confrontations and
temptations are like waves upon the
ocean. Our children have to be trained.
The Greek word that can be translated
“train” can mean “to recall to one’s
senses” (Vine, An Expository Diction-
ary of New Testament Words, Nelson).
In a world full of adventure and

amazement, dads are entrusted with
taking care of God’s precious gifts. All
things considered, what a task! It is
more than just the basics of talking,
walking, and riding a bicycle; we are to
instill within them a hunger and a thirst
to love and serve God. Only when we
know God ourselves can we pass on
this manner of life to our offspring.
Many people have the idea that we

are to prepare our children until they
graduate fromhighschoolorcollege.Af-
terward, we may think our parental du-
ties are over and look forward to being
empty nesters, with the children grown
and gone. Personally, I never embraced
that ideamyself. I hated the idea thatmy
children would leave. I would have kept
them around me. As long as they were
respectful, I enjoyed them and wel-

comed them. Their absence still causes
me consternation, and I wish they were
here. But what can I do? It would be
strange indeed if I phoned themand de-
manded they come home.
Under societal norms, our children

leave in early adulthood. Hopefully, we
have redeemed the time and given them
skills to negotiate these paths called life.
We have approximately twenty-one
years to get our God-given gifts (chil-
dren) fitted for their kingdom of heaven
shoes. Did we show them our faith
enough to put a proper template in
place? Did we seek the Lord enough to
provide them a heritage that would not
be lost? Was our faith so real it would
stand head and shoulders above all
else? We teach our children to seek out
the kinds of foods we crave and put on
our table. If we crave snack foods only,
we need to consult a nutrition expert!
Just as we teach our children to em-

brace our foods, so we teach them to
embrace our habits. The things that
we do are, more than likely, the things
that they will do. We are leaders to our
children. We have to choose to be
leaders (rather than buddies) every
time. We have to make the decisions
because we have the life experience.
We have the responsibility of nurturing
our children. “And, ye fathers, provoke
not your children to wrath: but bring
them up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Our task is to
provide everything we can toward our
children’s spiritual growth.
Wemust love our children. Kindness

is absolutely necessary. Permissive-
ness must always give way to direc-
tion. We cannot let our guard down for
one moment to be “liked by our chil-
dren.” As we serve the Lord by raising
our children, we have been entrusted
with the torch of truth. We can point
our children to heaven, but they will
not always like the way we go.
Once we were on vacation in Stone

Mountain, Georgia. We climbed the
mountain when my children were
small. My daughter was larger thanmy
son. My son was eager at first, but the
farther we traveled up the mountain,
the more tired he grew. My daughter

struggled but made it. I wound up car-
rying my son. Midway through the
mountain climb,my son stopped liking
the hike. We have to choose direction
over permissiveness every time. What
seems like fun is not always doable or
the best thing. As dads, we have to
think for more people than ourselves,
for the well-being of our family.
I have been blessed to have the Lord

as my Saviour many years now. I have
been in the church all my life, but the
church has not always been in me. I
have been a solid Christian, walking
with the Lord, for thirty-three years now.
I shudder to think of dads raising their
children with only an Easter-and-
Christmas faith. As a pastor, I tell all I
counsel for marriage that they need to
beable topray together. Life is so tough,
you need the Lord to make impossible
situations work out. Only God can
change hearts and minds. If we do not
know the Lord, sending the children to
church is better than not sending them,
but it may create confusion. They may
long for the day when they can be like
Dad and stay home instead of attend-
ing worship services on the Lord’s Day.
As dads, if we do not read the Word,

how will we know what is in it? If we are
unfamiliar with the Word, we cannot
with certainty guide our children in a
godlyway. Ifwehavenot read theprom-
ises in the Bible, how can we share the
precious nuggets of God’s Word?
In sports, some coaches make

some very bad decisions. Somemake
no decisions at all. Delegation is their
leadership style. Their team may win.
More than likely, the coach will receive
the praise in spite of his deficiencies.
Our children may become dedicated
Christians. Hopefully it is due at least
in part to the faithfulness of Dad the
coach.
When being a dad becomes over-

whelming, Jesus is there for us:
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest” (Matt. 11:28). When we are bur-
dened, we need to quit stressing out
and let the Lord handle everything.
When we walk with Him, He will guide
us forever. �

Dad’s Den

Teaching for Life
BY EDSEL ALEXANDER
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God designed constant opportunities
for us mothers to teach our children life
skills and to encourage intellectual
progress. We can involve our children in
baking, where they learn about fractions
and more. Our preschool daughter
learned to count while helpingme cook.
We can build a bigger vocabulary by

introducing our children to new words
and playing word games.
Music offers opportunities to learn

various skills in art, math, coordina-
tion, and self-discipline.
Learning a foreign language uses

yet another portion of the brain. Learn-
ing about the culture where people
speak that language offers opportuni-
ties to pray for missionaries and those
they serve.
Children “catch” their attitude about

learning from their parents. When chil-
dren see that their parents enjoy learn-
ing, they begin to view it as a lifelong,
enjoyable pursuit.

SPIRITUAL IMPACT
Thoughwe cannot teach our children

into salvationor give it as an inheritance,
we can teach them about the greatness
ofGod.He commanded the Israelites to
teach their children the teachings of His
Word. “And thou shalt teach them dili-
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk
of themwhen thousittest in thinehouse,
and when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up” (Deut. 6:7).
We can explain our faith and live it in

front of our children. We can pray that
the Holy Spirit will work in and through
our children. We can read the Bible to
them and teach them to use it as their
highest authority.

CONCLUSION
God designed us to live dependent

on Him and interdependent with one
another. Let us encourage and sup-
port those who carry out the crucial
motherhood role.
Let us lend a hand with their physi-

cal work: take a meal to the family,

things are of good report; if there be
any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things” (Phil. 4:6-8).
God’s Word also commands us, “If it

be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men” (Rom. 12:18).
When we obey these Scriptures, our

children will live more joyful and
peaceful lives.
As early as four months, unborn ba-

bies can hear. Hearing loving words
may help them grow into loving people.
A mother’s choices can create an

emotional environment that breeds
faith or fear. We can find books, music,
toys, and videos that encourage faith.
As our children grow, others will in-

fluence their lives. We must choose
those influences wisely.
Abuse can cause otherwise healthy

children to develop severe emotional
problems. As parents, we hold the ul-
timate responsibility to protect our
children from physical, sexual, and
emotional abuse.
As we help our children learn empa-

thy, it keeps them from becoming the
abuser (or bully) other mothers want
their children to avoid.Wecanmake our
children aware of how other people feel
by reading them books or having them
watch programs that promote empathy.
Our children sawUncle Charlie’s face

light up when we visited him in a nurs-
ing home. We also took our children to
a homeless shelter, where we served
food and worked with the children.
These visits encouraged others and

provided opportunities to discuss their
needs and perhaps help in some way.
Years later, one of our sons served as
youth director at a mission for two
years. As we show our children how to
pray for and help those in need, they
will learn how to perceive and act with
compassion.

INTELLECTUAL IMPACT
A child’s physical and emotional

health relates to his or her intellect as
well. For example, physical exercise
and good nutrition help our brains work
more efficiently, and emotional stability
helps people learn more easily.

AMOTHER’S influence will impact
generations to come and all the

people a mother and her offspring in-
fluence. What amazing potential God
offers to mothers!
I believe most mothers do the best

they know how to impact their children
positively. Christian mothers have the
awesome benefit of drawing on the
unlimited power of our loving Father,
our all-wise and all-mighty Creator.

PHYSICAL IMPACT
Sometimes women think their

choices affect only their own health.
Researchers say a mother’s physical
health at conception, during her ba-
bies’ development, and as she cares
for her family affects her children’s
health dramatically. We tend to carry
on habits we learn in childhood.
Our family grew a garden and pre-

served food we harvested from it. We
found that our children weremore like-
ly to eat a carrot they had planted and
watered than one from a store.
We played active games, and all five

of our children participated on sports
teams. Now we watch our grandchil-
dren’s games.
Processed foods may be faster and

easier thanwell-planned and prepared
meals. Our homes may be quieter
when electronic devices entertain our
children. However, what is easiest for
us usually is not what is best for us.
More children deal with diabetes and
heart issues today than at any other
time in our nation’s history.

EMOTIONAL IMPACT
God’s Word tells us, “Be careful for

nothing; but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatso-
ever things are lovely, whatsoever

One Mother to Another
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SEVERAL months ago our phone
rang with bad news—really bad

news. It was not of the traditional gar-
den variety, such as a report that
someone was very sick, had been in
an accident, or had passed away. It
was worse than that—though perhaps
in a way we do not often take such
things seriously enough.
The man at the other end of the line,

who was either not a Christian or very
definitely not walking with the Lord,
had received an e-mail from a Chris-
tian relative, who torridly accosted him
for the choices and mistakes he had
made.
I must confess that I am sensitive

about this subject because my youth
was spent in an environment where
things were handled similarly. For ex-
ample, one Thanksgiving some thirty
years ago, my husband and I got a
letter from someone in our family be-
rating our character—with copies
sent to the rest of the family. Do you
see what I mean about potentially be-
ing sensitive about such matters?
I must admit to having sent one

such letter myself when I was young
(without copies!). It seems ridiculous
now, but back then what I had been
taught led me to believe things were
supposed to be handled that way.
Thankfully, earlier rather than later, I re-
alized the example set for me had not
been correct and should not be repli-
cated.
Oddly enough, to this day there still

is someone in the family who, if there
is something to discuss and work out,
will not do it according to the instruc-
tions of Matthew 18:15-17 but insists
that things be put in writing.
When that phone call of several

months ago ended, I was heartbroken.
Actually, that remains the case, and I
would like to share why.
That angry e-mail was written by a

Christian who, by any measure, gen-
uinely loves and serves the Lord. He
was writing to someone who is living a

life contradictory to God’s Word.
The e-mail included a list of more

than a dozen items that detailed the
sins and failures of its target, including
the charge that he is an embarrass-
ment to himself and his family.
At our house we often use a couple

of little quotes we call “Bruce-isms,”
so named for a friend who succinctly
and memorably enunciates prudent
concepts. This is the first Bruce-ism
that comes to mind in this situation: “If
it makes you feel better to say it, you
probably shouldn’t be saying it.”
This list of transgressions was writ-

ten by someone who probably cares
about the person he was writing to.
Regrettably, though, the person cares
even more about his own frustration
and how the sins of his relative make
him look to others. Therein lies the
problem. It is a very serious issue.
The first aspect of the problem

ought to be fairly obvious. Should
those of us who are walking in the nar-
row way that leads to life be verbally
assaulting those who are headed for
destruction on the broad way? We
shouldwant to see them join us on the
narrow way of life eternal!
Honestly, when could it possibly be

more important for us to die to self and
live for Christ than in a situation where
someone’s eternal future may depend
on it?
God did not have Paul write exten-

sively about giving up our life to live
the Christ-life merely to fill up pages.
We are supposed to let the same mind
be in us that was in Jesus Christ. The
choices we make should be about
God’s opinion rather than our own,
about eternal goals rather than tem-
poral ones.
Another part of this problem relates

to believers being part of God’s crew.
Productive participation requires hu-
mility and obedience. Jesus perfectly
demonstrated this as He humbled
Himself to walk the earth with His Fa-
ther’s enemies, even to the point that

He gave His own life to make it possi-
ble for those enemies to become His
Father’s children.
Despite ridicule, lying, name-call-

ing, scourging, and plotting by His en-
emies, Jesus was not distracted from
His appointed purpose of glorifying
and obeying His Father. He was here
to obey His Father’s will, and He did.
If anyone ever had the right to turn

up his nose and vent, it was Jesus
Christ. But He did not. He kept His eye
on the eternal prize. He chose not to
embrace disgust and retaliation
against mankind; yet we sinners who
sacrifice so little sometimes justify
those exact attitudes.
God’sWord explains simply howHis

crew works. The plan is that some
crew members are busy planting
seeds, and others are busy watering
the seeds and tender plants. Then, at
just the right time, God does the har-
vesting.
One of my first thoughts during that

phone conversation was actually a
question. Howmuch farther back than
square one is it possible to go? I could
not think of any part of God’s plan that
includes going into the fields and rip-
ping seedlings out by their roots.
We should not forget that it is God’s

reputation on the line, not our own.
Too often we behave as if we do not
get that. We must want those little
seeds we have planted andwatered to
become part of God’s harvest!
The third aspect of this problem is a

little more difficult to sort out. Is it pos-
sible for those walking the broad way
that leads to destruction to embarrass
those walking the narrow way that
leads to life eternal?
If we genuinely take the mind of

Christ as ours, if we truly humble our-
selves, and if we choose to live as ser-
vants of Jesus Christ, it is my belief
that we cannot be embarrassed by
those on the wrong path. The gold
standard for us as believers is to live
our lives desiring God’s approval. To

Family Life
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here is exceedingly dangerous.
Briefly, let me share the waymy hus-

band and I try to apply these truths in
our lives—particularly in his ministry
as a local church pastor.
Godwill not allowHisWord to return

void. It will prosper. It will accomplish
that which God desires. It is God, who
is doing the actual heart- and life-
changing work. Plainly said, the dirty
work is God’s.
It was God who sent along a great

fish to teach Jonah his lesson. He can
use anything to accomplish His pur-
pose. That is why we should look to
Him, not to ourselves, for spiritual re-
sults. Our job is simply to get His Word
out there for the Holy Spirit to use.
Being kind and patient does not

mean compromising Bible truth or
softening God’s instruction. The Word
“is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in right-
eousness” (II Tim. 3:16). It pleases
“God by the foolishness of preaching
to save them that believe” (I Cor. 1:21).
Once the Word is proclaimed

through solid Bible preaching and
teaching, it is the love of Christ that
continues to constrain us. We try to
stay out of God’s way, leave Him un-
hindered as He does His work, and re-
flect Jesus Christ’s love. It is as simple
as consistently having a joyful and en-
couraging demeanor.
What did Jesus do when He was

here? Hewas thoughtful, thankful, and
encouraging. He served His Heavenly
Father with joy. He acted on the bur-
dens His Father laid on His heart. He
prayed, taught, and fellowshipped. He
identified needs and met them.
We are obliged to let people see

Christ’s love. That love caused Him to
do all that He did for us. Because of His
love in us, we can radiate the peace,
joy, faith, and confidence that others
are seeking. Because of Christ’s love,
we can ignore personal slights and of-
fenses. It is all about Him, not about us.
As God works, we apply an old

maxim and strive to be more about
honey and less about vinegar. In the
event we do fail—which we all do at
times—it is then that we show further
humility, a rare commodity these days,
and sincerely repent.
When we join our Saviour in glory

someday, it is going to be worth it all.
We want our loved ones to come to
Christ and live for Him! We want to
be praising Him together for all of
eternity! Let us live in the light of this
reality. �

be embarrassed in this sense reveals
requires pride and a desire for human
approval.
Furthermore, we cannot legitimate-

ly expect proper motives and actions
from those who are spiritually dead.
They may get some things right some
of the time, but without the aid of the
Holy Spirit they do not enjoy the liber-
ty God’s children have that enables a
rejection of the old ways and an em-
bracing of new godly ones.
Hurtful things are certainly said and

done within relationships. They may or
may not be intentional, but they do
happen. They happen in families, in
church families, on the job, and in the
neighborhood. They happen whenev-
er and wherever human beings are in-
volved. A spoken tweak here and rude
zinger there can cause a tiny little seed
to start growing in our hearts if we let
them. Left unaddressed, we may soon
be sending off a torrid e-mail of our
own.
In moments of testing, what do we

do? It would feel so great to unload on
whomever or to give a piece of our
mind to John Q. Public.
However, the relief wewould gain by

engaging in such behavior comes at a
potentially tragic price. Is it worth it to
jeopardize someone’s interest in tak-
ing our Saviour as his own? Is it worth
it to discourage others from seeking
the truth of God’s Word and making
the changes needed in their lives? We
want them to enjoy eternity in heaven
with Jesus Christ, don’t we?
There should be no people on earth

more patient and loving than those
who are living their lives for Jesus
Christ. It should be all about Him, not
about us.
When personal things that hurt our

feelings come along, we ought to let
them go. We might have to spend
some time in conversation with the
Lord about it, but the outcome should
be letting go.
This topic arose several years ago

during a conversation with another
Christian mother. I told her that my
concerns for my children are not
their offenses against their mother
but rather their offenses against
God.
When eternity rolls around for each

of us, the offenses against God are
what will matter. It is not in anyone’s
best interest to prioritize earthly rela-
tionships over the necessary eternal
relationship with God the Father
through His Son, Jesus Christ. To err

First, the Bible tells us to “remember
the poor” (Gal. 2:10). The best way to
do that might be to remember to pray
for the poor.
“But whoso hath this world’s good,

and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion
from him, how dwelleth the love of God
in him?My little children, let us not love
in word, neither in tongue; but in deed
and in truth” (I John 3:17-18).
Jesus told us that when we feed the

poor, it is just like feeding Him (cf.
Matt. 25:35-40).
There are other ways we might be in-

volved in helping the poor. A number of
Web siteswill help us become informed.
● World Vision
Worldvision.org

● Compassion International
compassion.com

● RedCard Curriculum
redcardkids.net

● New Tribes Mission
ntm.org

● SIM Kids Website
simkids.org

● World Relief
worldrelief.org
Here are three more suggestions to

discuss with your family or church
class regarding poverty: Spend less.
Give more. Love much. �

No Water + No Shelter + No Money
+ No School = Poverty

(Continued from page 41)

mow their lawn, or watch the children
for a short time.
Mothers with grown children can

serve younger mothers as mentors.
We all can encourage and pray for one
another. Listen. Ask for prayer re-
quests. Send an encouraging note.
Just knowing others caremeansmuch
to a struggling mother.
Motherhood can seem overwhelm-

ing, but our loving Heavenly Father is
sufficient to meet every mother’s
needs, either directly or through His
obedient children. �

A Mother’s Crucial Role

(Continued from page 45)
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FAITH eluded me for years. I could
never get past the feeling that as

hard as I tried, I never felt anything. I
wanted to believe. More than that, I
wanted to be able to believe. For what-
ever the reason, I just never could.
Christians are always drawn to dra-

matic stories of salvation—the murder-
er, the drug dealer, the adulterer, the
menace to society. They flock to hear of
these miracles of salvation because in
these they sense a special work of God.
Yet in thesecelebrationsofGod’sgrace,
we are called to remember that every
sinner saved is miraculous. “Miracu-
lous” is theonlyway todescribe theper-
fect Judge pardoning criminals like us.
My miracle occurred not in a near-

death incident or in a tumultuous life
event.My redemption occurred through
the unrelenting pursuit of a Father who
would not be denied His child.
One of my chief blessings before my

conversion was a conscience that
would not be ignored. I was raised with
a basic awareness of the Lord and of
His Scriptures. I knew of heaven and,
perhaps most important, of hell. I never
doubted God’s Word in respect to eter-
nity. I knew eternal life awaited the
Lord’s followers. I knew hell awaited
those who would not believe. And for
years, by the grace of God, I was posi-
tive that hell awaited me if I did not re-

pent of my unbelieving life.
I count this such a tremendous bless-

ing because I needed to be pursued. I
needed to feel the heavy weight of my
sin. The world widely believes that guilt
is bad and that it should be shunned.
But without guilt, there can be no re-
pentance. And without repentance,
there can be no forgiveness. So I rejoice
in the years of guilt I felt.
This guilt haunted a life rich with the

world’s blessings. I had friends, I was
a good student in college, I had a good
relationship with my family. But in the
midst ofmy blessings, I knew I was not
right with God. The world does not un-
derstand this kind of guilt. The natural
way to escape guilt in the world is for
a sinner to look around and peg some-
one he deems to be worse than he is.
I did not yet have the sense to feel guilt
for my lust, my selfishness, my sub-
stance abuse, or any of my other sins.
But, by the grace of God, I knew that
my unbelief would be more than
enough to damn me.
Yearspassed—years I spent attempt-

ing to fleemyGod. But, like Jonah, I dis-
covered that I could not get away. I
praise God for the human influences in
my life:mymother,mybrother, anda few
faithful friends. They prayed and minis-
tered to me, seeking to bring about my
repentance. But the weight I could not
get away from was not that of a person
but that of my soon-to-be Saviour. My
lack of peace despite my seemingly
good life was powerful. Discontentment
in a sinner is powerful.
The faith I could never find in the be-

ginning became instead a faith I could
not escape or deny. Whatever tran-
spired on that battleground of the soul,
I was defeated.My defenseswere bro-
ken; my escape was cut off. At long
last, I believed.
A steady blessing I have enjoyed in

my Christian walk has been this kind
of inescapable faith. Being the sinner
that I am, if I could get away from the
faith that tells me to losemy life so that
I might find it in Christ, I certainly
would. But no amount of contrary
thinking could convince me that the
Saviour did not rise from the dead. No
amount of worldly distraction could
cause me to forget the foundation-
shaking reality that He sits today at the

right hand of God. No amount of self-
doubt could convince me that He is
not the way, the truth, and the life.
College was a time of tremendous

growth for me. I remember the excite-
ment of regular Bible studies and learn-
ing new facets of the Lord.Within a cou-
ple of years, my pastor was pushingme
to engage in teaching roles. I am still not
convinced I should have entered these
roles so soon, but in hindsight I see
great good that came from these roles.
Through the patience and love of

good brothers and sisters in the Lord, I
discovered not just an aptitude for
teaching and ministering to others but
also a passion. As with every Christian,
I grew more aware of the ways God
could use me, and I sought to pursue
them. I moved to Southern California
and enrolled in seminary. I learned
Greek and Hebrew and studied biblical
and systematic theology. My spiritual
formation advanced as I stopped think-
ing purely in terms of what I wanted
(read: what was comfortable) and be-
gan to pursue that which I became con-
vinced God had in store for me. It was
not a life of hanging back but a life in
which I was challenged to stretch, a life
in which I was not prepared to over-
come every obstacle on my own.
Now I have finished seminary, and I

am out in the “real world”—a world not
marked by research papers and Bible
assignments but where callings still ex-
ist. To live a callingwhen the boundaries
are clear is straightforward (if not sim-
ple). To live a calling when the bound-
aries are unclear, when the battlefield is
shrouded in fog, is a challenge.
I have returned to my hometown,

Reno, Nevada. It is a place of individ-
ualism and darkness. It is a place
starkly unreached by the gospel. I re-
turned not because I could not find
other good places to live but because
the gospel shines brightest in dark-
ness. By the grace of God I have been
made a messenger of grace. Like the
saints in Hebrews 11, I have returned
to bear witness to a gospel that saves.
I do not know what life holds next. I

do not know whether I will serve as a
pastor of a church or continue in a reg-
ular career. But I press on, pursuing a
call made more clear each day. That is

Ordinary Miracles
BY JASON CHING

Jason Ching

(Continued on page 53)
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Or, as he preferred, he could come to
them in a spirit of love and meekness
(from here on out wewill favor the term
“gentleness”). Clearly, gentleness is
preferred over a more forceful ap-
proach in dealing with problems. Gen-
tleness is an attitude we possess and
an approach we use when we deal
with others.
In his second letter to the Corinthi-

ans, Paul pleaded with them “by the
meekness and gentleness of Christ”
(10:1). A personwho is genuinely pow-
erful can be genuinely gentle in deal-
ing with others. As God incarnate, Je-
sus was the most powerful man who
ever lived. Yet He is known for His gen-
tleness. Controlled power is the factor
that allows gentleness to be effective
and genuine.
Amanwho owned a powerful sports

car once explained why he never re-
sponded to challenges to race at stop-
lights. “When you know you have the
power,” he said, “you don’t have to
prove it all the time.”
During His earthly ministry, Jesus

demonstrated His power when neces-
sary. When such demonstrations were
not necessary, He was able to show
gentleness and meekness. When He
was arrested in the Garden of Gethse-
mane, gentleness was necessary. He
told Peter that He could call more than
72,000 angels who would come to His
defense (Matt. 26:47-54).
Paul wrote that if another Christian

was overtaken by a sin or an offense,
he is to be restored to fellowship by
means of gentleness on the part of the
more spiritually mature believers (Gal.
6:1). Likewise, he advised Timothy
that he should correct his opponents
“in meekness” (II Tim. 2:25). In his let-
ter to the Ephesians, Paul encouraged
his readers to bear with one another in
love by showing gentleness (4:2).
Gentleness is a characteristic that a

believer should put on, as one would
put on clothing (Col. 3:12). This implies
that action is required on our part and
that in order for the fruit of the Spirit to
find expression in our lives, we are re-
quired to participate voluntarily. We
must choose to act in a certain way.
We must choose to show kindness
and gentleness rather than anger and
force. �

ed in this last group. Campbell defined
it as that quality that describes a per-
son who is submissive to the Word of
God and who is considerate of others
in the context of discipline.
Friedrich Hauck and Siegfried

Schultz, in their detailed study of the
word, made an interesting observation
about the word in its usage in secular
Greek. Having first defined the word
as “mild and gentle friendliness,” they
noted that “theGreeks value this virtue
highly so long as there is compensat-
ing strength” (Bromiley, ed., Theologi-
cal Dictionary of the New Testament,
abridged, Eerdmans).
Likewise in the New Testament,

meekness does not seem to stand
alone. It is made possible because it is
based on love and spiritual strength.
The powerful love of Christ enables

us to show meekness, or gentleness.
We have received His love; therefore
we do not need to respond to others
or to situations with bitterness, anger,
jealousy, or resentment. A person who
relies on the Holy Spirit can afford to
be gentle.
There are times when it is necessary

to be firm and even forceful; but if a
person is consistent in relying on the
Spirit, those moments of strength re-
inforce the times when gentleness is
shown. They provide a skeleton
around which gentleness is struc-
tured. Gentleness is the attitude and
action that the believer applies, partic-
ularly when it becomes necessary to
correct others.
Warren Wiersbe described gentle-

ness, or meekness, as “the right use of
power and authority, power under
control” (The Bible Exposition Com-
mentary, Cook).
Everett F. Harrison described this

kind of gentleness as “an attitude to-
ward others in keeping with due denial
of self” (Pfeiffer and Harrison, eds.,
The Wycliffe Bible Commentary: New
Testament, Moody).

EXAMPLES OF MEEKNESS
(GENTLENESS)
When Paul confronted the Corinthi-

ans over several issues in his first let-
ter, he wrote that he could come to
them in the power of the Holy Spirit to
enforce spiritual discipline (I Cor. 4:21).

AMONG the nine virtues of the fruit
of the Spirit listed in Galatians

5:22-23,meeknessmay be the one that
is most neglected. The virtues of long-
suffering, faithfulness, and self-control
imply power and strength. Love, joy,
peace, and goodness are positive
Christian characteristics and qualities
that should typify Christians. They are
familiar holiday words that grace ban-
ners and signs celebrating Christmas.
The quality of meekness, however,

seems difficult to grasp. The word
seems to apply to someone who is
weak, timid, and spineless. If we sub-
stitute the term “gentleness,” it still
conjures up images of young children
holding rabbits or of a child picking up
an egg from a bird’s nest. We may feel
that certain people should be meek or
gentle—but not everyone. However,
that is not the case.
Meekness is not a quality we usually

strive for, and it is not a quality that cap-
tures our attention. Men in particular
prefer to think of themselves aswarriors
or strong individuals—but meekness?
Meekness (or gentleness) must not

be misunderstood. It is a powerful
quality that characterized the Lord Je-
sus Christ Himself.

WHAT IS MEEKNESS?
The Greek word that is translated

“meek” is prautes. It has also been
translated as “gentleness.” (The “gen-
tleness” in Galatians 5:22 translates a
different Greek term that can be seen
more as kindness, or the trait of show-
ing grace to others.)
Theologian Donald Campbell has

provided several important points
about the fruit of the Spirit. His first
point is that the word “fruit” is in the
singular, indicating that the qualities
Paul described “constitute a unity, all
of which should be found in a believer
who lives under the control of the Spir-
it” (Walvoord and Zuck, eds., TheBible
Knowledge Commentary, Cook). He
further pointed out that the fruit is di-
vided into three groups of virtues. He
identified the first group as habits of
mind that originate in God. His second
group refers to how a person relates to
others. His third group refers to “the
general conduct of a believer who is
led by the Spirit.” Meekness is includ-

The Fruit of Meekness
BY CARTER CORBREY
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FROM year to year, God has re-
minded me that His plans for me

are best.Many times it was during a dif-
ficult season of transition in my life
when I needed the reminder of the great
truth of Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith
the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil, to give you an expected end.”
This Scripture would appear in a de-

votional I was reading, or through the
preached Word, or through a person
(like the gift of a beautiful Bible cover
inscribed with the Scripture that I re-
ceived a year ago). Each time, the Holy
Spirit would calm my fears and anx-
ious thoughts about my future. As I
learned, His thoughts of me as His
child were never evil; His plans are al-
ways good.
A recognition that God has good ex-

pectations for me came again a year
ago during the Honfest, Baltimore’s
yearly celebration of the beehive hair-
do. I was awakened by the smell of
beef grilling in front of my city apart-
ment window. Is someone grilling food
at 10:00 A.M.? I thought to myself as I
awakened to smoke coming into my
apartment through the cracks in the
window. I got dressed and went out-
side to enjoy the festival. It was a hot
day; many vendors were selling all
types of food.
When I went back into the house, I

went to the kitchen and immediately
heard a “ping-pang” in the sink near
the metal colander and plates that
were waiting to be washed. I stopped
in my tracks. “Was that a mouse?” I
whispered. I shook my head, too tired,
hot, and alarmed to imagine such a
thing in my three-room apartment.
“Lord, please,” I prayed under my
breath. Later, while talking on the
phone with my mother, I got up and
went to the kitchen. I turned on the
light and behold—the author of the
“ping-pang” appeared: a gray mouse
running to the back of my stove!
Pacing back and forth, I told my

mother that I knew that Honfest would
bring rodents! My mother told me to

calm down, pray, and buy some
mousetraps.
To my chagrin, when I looked under

my kitchen sink, I found more evi-
dence that furry invaders were in my
house. Looking back, I can laugh at
how people advisedme about mouse-
catching techniques, such as “They
love peanut butter, not cheese.” I,
however, had a species that did not
like peanut butter! It was time for the
expertise of an exterminator.
I had to call my landlord, with whom

I had had several disputes regarding
repairs, including a faulty furnace that
would have killed me if God had not
awakened me to the smell of fumes
one early morning several months
back. The landlord’s “I don’t care” at-
titude, along with several major repair
jobs that were needed, did not help;
but the rent was cheap. I called his
maintenance unit and asked for an ex-
terminator. Nothing happened. The
population of mice grew.
I then sent an e-mail to discuss the

problem further. God then allowed a
stupendous discovery: the landlord
and the owner’s attorney mistakenly
sent me an e-mail discussion in which
they were plotting to take the rent
money and not renew my lease. This
weapon of the enemy, now revealed
by the Lord, prepared me to hear from
God about what to do next. God was
revealing His plan about my living
arrangements.
I went down to the district court and

filed to paymy rent to the court instead
of the landlord because of the needed
repairs and the mice. I also called the
city’s housing inspector and learned
another unexpected bit of information:
the property owners had never regis-
tered the upstairs space as residential
housing. City inspectors fined the
owner, inspected the house, and
found six more city code violations.
These discoveries helped during my
rent escrow court case.
God was on my side during the tri-

al, and the judge ruled in my favor. He
ordered the owner to repair the house

and to get rid of the mice. Tensions
grew between the landlord and me. I
did not want to move, but God re-
vealed the increasing danger of living
in the apartment and the character of
the owners. What I had put up with for
eight months with my landlord was
now making sense. The stronghold of
the enemy was being pulled down.
A second city inspection shinedmore

light on the deceit of the property own-
er. The staircase to my home never met
regulations and was too short. The re-
pair would cost the owner over $6,000.
I could no longer fight for the renewal of
the lease. I surrendered to God’s will for
me to look for a new home.
The Lord had the owners offer me a

settlement of $3,000. I have to admit
that I was angry that I had to pack and
move. Nevertheless, God’s closed
door was a part of His “expected end”
in motion. I had to accept that it was
time to move forward. As I continued
to submit to God’s will, He convicted
me of my need to forgive the landlord.
An opportunity to pray for the land-
lord’s son, who had a medical condi-
tion, allowed us to stop bickering. This
small ministry to the landlord softened
our hearts toward each other after a
long, thirteen-month ordeal. Thankful-
ly, God worked everything out for my
good (cf. Rom. 8:28).
Our Heavenly Father is so good!

Without my realizing it, His plan in-
cluded supplying the finances for the
new house. Amazingly, I found a beau-
tiful and affordable home within a cou-
ple of weeks. With the old lease end-
ing, I signed the new leasewith a shout
of praise to God for giving the “ex-
pected end” He promises in His Word.
God’s timing is always perfect and His
plan on schedule.
How gracious of the Lord to supply

my need for a safe home before I knew
to ask for it (cf. Phil. 4:19)! More than
ever, I want to live in the daily realiza-
tion that I can trust God’s plans for my
life. I can now thank Him for the mice
in the old house that got me moving in
the right direction. �

God Provided My Need in a
Way That I Did Not Expect

BY VERINDA M. BIRDSONG
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IN Psalm 1 we are told about the
blessed man. To be “blessed”

means to be spiritually prosperous.
The Lord Jesus used the word

“blessed” nine times in the Sermon on
the Mount (Matt. 5:3-11). The term
used there also speaks of being pros-
perous in the spiritual realm.
To walk in the pathway of the Lord

means to receive many blessings
along the journey of life (cf. Prov. 3:5-
7).
The blessed man recognizes the sin

problem. That element of truth is
called information. Human goodness
is not adequate for one to earn his way
to heaven. Sin separates man from
God, and in His sight man’s goodness
is like “filthy rags” (Isa. 64:6). This in-
dictment before the Lord means that
all have sinned and fallen short of
God’s glory (cf. Rom. 3:23; 6:23).
The blessed man sees that God has

settled the sin problem through the
Lord Jesus, who cried out on the
cross, “It is finished” (John 19:30),
meaning that now salvation is offered
to all whowill call upon the Lord in faith
and trust (cf. Acts 4:12; Rev. 22:17).
The great evangelist D. L. Moody said,
“God turns none away empty except
those who are full of themselves.”
The next thing the blessed man un-

derstands is assimilation, meaning
that the provisions of God at Calvary
for salvation from sin must be appro-
priated, taken into the heart, by invit-
ing the Saviour to save one’s soul.
Christ is the only way to the Father’s

house (cf. John 14:6). Through sin,
man lost his way. He needs to return
to the Father, calling upon the Lord for
salvation (cf. Rom. 10:13).
It is sad indeed when someone

turns away from the Lord, believing
that church is enough for salvation.
Just going to church will not make one
a Christian any more than going to a
garage will make one a car. Depend-
ing on one’s church for soul safety is
dangerous. No church can usher a
person into “the kingdom of God”
(John 3:3, 5).
Attending church does not make

one a Christian. Being present in
church is designed for worshipping
God, growing in grace, and maturing
in the things of the Lord (cf. II Pet.

3:18). The more one learns about the
Saviour, the more one should want to
please and serve Him.
It is highly important for an individ-

ual to be established in his doctrine
and faith. Such assurance will bring
happiness and gladness to the soul,
uplift to the spirit, and encouragement
to the heart.
A pastor asked a young man what

he believed. He answered, “I believe
what my mother believes.” The pastor
asked, “What does your mother be-
lieve?” The young man said, “My
mother and I believe the same thing.”
Satan has a heyday when he can con-
fuse people about how to be right be-
fore God or give a false security to
people about their relationship with
the Lord (cf. II Cor. 4:3-4).
It is also a widespread fallacy that

salvation can be purchased with
money. The truth of the matter,
though, is expressed in this defini-
tion: “Money is an article of ex-
change, buying everything but happi-
ness, providing a passport to every
place but heaven.”
Salvation is in Christ alone. Isaiah

the prophet said, “Ho, every one that
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and
he that hath no money; come ye, buy,
and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price” (Isa.
55:1).
The third prong of truth the blessed

man accepts is demonstrated in his
life as a believer. The dynamic thrust of
truth is to become on the outside what
God has made His children on the in-
side. We show by works in life the
grace God has given us as recipients
of His power and strength.
Jesus said in the Sermon on the

Mount, “Let your light (your testimony)
so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16;
cf. Eph. 2:8-10; I Pet. 2:9-10).
The blessed man avoids stumbling

blocks. He avoids seeking help from
“the counsel of the ungodly” (Ps. 1:1).
He does not stand “in the way of sin-
ners” or sit “in the seat of the scorn-
ful.” God’s judgment upon the ungod-
ly is summarized in verses 4-6.
Living for the Lord over life’s journey

is called demonstration. The blessed

man has a full understanding of how to
be saved, how to take the truth into his
soul, and what is involved in obeying
the Lord in service. The blessed man
acknowledges information, assimila-
tion, and demonstration.
The blessed man shirks negatives

and takes on positive endeavors. He
delights in the ways of God and or-
ganizes his life to keep close to the
Lord, finding joyful fulfillment in medi-
tating day and night in the law of the
Lord (Ps. 1:2).
Embracing three words, the blessed

man will have energy in his soul, uplift
in his spirit, andmotivation in his heart.
The three words are “delight,” “focus,”
and “joy.” The blessed man finds spir-
itual renewal with delight in the Word
of God. He will prioritize his choices in
life. Some believers are so earthly
minded that they are no heavenly
good. Joy comes in obedience to the
will of God (cf. I John 2:15-17).
The blessed man grows in his walk

before the Lord. He grows like a tree
near a river of water with abundance
of nourishment (Ps. 1:3). He is fruitful
and prosperous along the path of life.
The blessed man has a wonderful

future, for the Lord knows “the way of
the righteous” (Ps. 1:6). It is a mar-
velous truth that the Lord knows those
who are His own (cf. John 10:27).
The Shepherd knows His sheep (cf.

John 10:27). When traveling in France,
I saw how the sheep responded to the
shepherd’s voice. If there was hesita-
tion, dogs came to remind the sheep
of the importance of hearing the shep-
herd’s command. The Shepherd, the
Lord Jesus, knows the trusting sheep
(cf. II Tim. 2:19) and gives them eter-
nal life (John 10:28).
Many years ago, a pastor came to

our school to speak in chapel. During
his devotional time, he asked, “Do you
young people know how long an eter-
nity would be?” The pastor then used
this illustration, saying, “If a bird came
to the seashore every 1,000 years and
took away one grain of sand, repeat-
ing the process each 1,000 years until
all grains of sand were moved, eterni-
ty would just begin.”
The Shepherd secures the sheep.

The sheep will never perish. The word

The Blessed Man
BY JOHN LINEBERRY, M.S.

(Continued on page 53)
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AS I jumped onto the shoulders of
the shovel to drive the blade into

the hardened soil, I once again men-
tally chastised myself for not taking
more time in the spring to prepare this
flower bed. Now, in August, the soil
was like concrete.
Like many beginning gardeners, my

thoughts at first had been all about
getting beautiful plants set around my
home. After several years in an apart-
ment, I now had a place where I final-
ly had room to build beds of perenni-
als like those I had seen in the course
of my work as the editor of the local
newspaper’s garden page. I gladly ac-
cepted gifts of divisions of daylilies
and iris, centaurea and artemisia, rose
of Sharon and hydrangea, hosta and
primrose. I just could not wait to get
them into the ground.
I hurriedly turned over the sod at the

edge of the lawn and put the plants in.
Then I sat back and waited for beauty
to happen.
What I had expected to be a thriv-

ing, sun-dappled garden quickly
turned into a patch of weeds and new
grass. To make matters worse, the
plants were so close together that I
could not step between them to work
the soil or add fertilizer or mulch. And
the soil, I learned, was mostly gravel.
After struggling with that flower bed

for years, it finally became apparent I
would have to start over. There was no
hope except to dig out any plants
worth saving and begin again. As I be-
gan selecting good plants from among
the weeds, grass, moss, and over-
grown perennials that had come to fill

the bed, I remembered the statement
of a man who had been a gardener for
twenty-five years on the estate of a
wealthy business owner.
Asked the secret of his gardening,

he smiled, wrinkles deepening at the
corners of his bright blue eyes. In a
thick Dutch accent he said, “First, you
got to prepare the beds. If you don’t do
it right, don’t do it at all.”
These days, I am constantly re-

minded that flower gardening is not
just about putting in a variety of plants
or planting for seasonal color or even
attracting butterflies. It is, first of all,
about preparing the bed, the patient
work that precedes the rewards of
blooms and fruit. Gardening principles
illustrate many spiritual truths as well,
and Jesus, the Master Teacher, used
the familiar settings of the farm and
garden to teach His followers.

SOIL
Jesusgaveaparable of how theWord

ofGod takes root in theheartof thehear-
er in Matthew 13:3-23. His audience
would have had a mental picture of a
farmer “broadcasting,” walking through
a plowed field and throwing handfuls of
seed in a wide arc in front of him. Jesus
then spoke of what happened to the
seeds as they fell into a variety of soils.
In private, Jesus explained the para-

ble to His disciples. The seed, He said,
is thegoodnewsof the kingdomofGod.
That wonderful message is as full of
promise forgrowthandchangeasagar-
den seed. Though the seed itself is tiny
and not at all noteworthy, it produces
fruit or flowers in abundance—a bushel

of tomatoes from one tiny seed, twenty
pounds of potatoes from one wrinkled
chunk. The message of the gospel also
brings great hope and promise, but di-
verse circumstances surround each in-
dividual who hears the Word.
The seed—the message of the

gospel—may be snatched away by
Satan, just as seeds that fall at the
edge of a hard-packed pathway are
eaten by birds.
A hearer may at first receive the

gospel with joy and appear to show
growth. But tribulation or criticismmay
crush his enthusiasm, just as stressors
in the garden, like heat and drought,
can kill a new seedling.
Weeds and grass quickly creep in

around sprouted seeds, taking the sun
and moisture away from them. The
seeds of the Word can also be crowd-
ed and starved in the heart of the hear-
er by the concerns of theworld. This in-
dividual lets worldly concerns or the
drive for wealth choke out theword that
he has received.
So many things lurk in the world to

defeat the gospel message; yet Jesus
emphasized that new life is possible.
“But he that received seed into the
good ground is he that heareth the
word, and understandeth it; which
also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth,
some an hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty” (Matt. 13:23).
When we pray for the unsaved, we

canbe assured our prayers are effective
if we ask the Holy Spirit to soften the
hardheart, to convict of sin, and toopen
the way for the Word of God to take
hold, however it may be presented.
How often do we try to force a deci-

sion from someone, unwilling to trust
God towork in His time?Only God can
soften hearts to receive the word of
salvation.
It is in good soil—a well-prepared

bed rich with nutrients and free of ob-
structions—that seeds will flourish,
whether in the garden or in the heart.
In another discourse (John 4:35-38),

Jesus used a gardening analogy to ex-
plain that more than one person may
be involved in the conversion of sin-
ners. One sows the Word, but others
may water and eventually reap the har-
vest (cf. I Cor. 3:6). While the first step

The Bed Beneath the Blooms
BY CATHERINE RUNYON
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in growing followers of Christ is prepar-
ing the heart (the soil) to receive the
message, more work will follow. Plen-
ty of people are needed for the tasks.

WATER
When I began growing vegetables, I

made a strategic error that I soon came
to regret. Only one corner of my prop-
erty received sunlight all day, so that
was where I chose to build raised beds
for a few basic crops. Unfortunately, I
had not counted on the need for fre-
quent watering. The only supply of wa-
ter was on the opposite corner of the
lot—a faucet at the end of the house.
The first year I carried buckets of water
to what seemed to be unquenchable
soil. When I used a hose, it had to be
pulled through the large front flower bed
and across the driveway, then put away
at night. Several flowering perennials
were damaged as I pulled the hose
through the bed, and because the job
was so difficult and time-consuming, I
avoided it. Vegetable crops dried out,
my efforts wasted for lack of water.
The new believer, like a new plant

sprung up from seed, cannot flourish
in the faith without living water—the
truth about God, Jesus Christ, the
Holy Spirit, and biblical principles for
successful, righteous living. The Word
of God is to the believer what water is
to plants—the delivery system for life.

LIGHT
While it is possible to bring water to

a dry garden, the sun will shine only
where it wills. Sunshine cannot be
saved up in barrels for dark days the
way rain is gathered and conserved. It
cannot be channeled into a dark area
the way water can be sent through a
hose or ditch. The garden must be
planted where the sun shines.
Plants that do not receive enough

light soon become pale and spindly.
Blooms are small or nonexistent, and
fruit and vegetables do not appear,
even when the plant survives.
Evenwhenwarmed by artificial heat

sources, plants still must have light. It
is the daily increase in the number of
minutes of spring sunlight, not the
temperature, that coaxes the crocus
from the ground even when snow and
ice linger.
Jesus said, “I am the light of the

world: he that followeth me shall not
walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life” (John 8:12).
There is no substitute in the life of a

Christian for basking in the presence of
God, the Maker of heaven and earth,
and His Son, Jesus Christ. Discovering
their characteristics through reading the
Word of God brings a sense of awe,
which is the beginning of worship.
Light reveals what had been dark.

We see our own sinfulness and rebel-
lion more clearly in the light of Christ’s
perfectly submitted life. It is Christ who
reveals to us what God is like and how
to live a life that is pleasing to Him.

ROOM TO GROW
Myearly gardening goal was to get as

much growth as possible. I planted lots
of varieties that multiply quickly. After a
few years, however, I discovered that
gardening is mostly about getting rid of
what is not wanted—not just weeds but
even beautiful flowers. It is possible to
have too much of a good thing.
The charming pink mallow that was

so easy to grow dropped so many
seeds that there were plants in every
flower bed within four years. I now be-
gin every spring by looking for un-
wanted seedlings and pulling themout
before they can mature.
A hybrid dark orange daylily with

double blooms and deep brownmark-
ings was growing near the front door
of my home when I moved it. It was
very hardy, with thick, lush foliage—a
good producer even in poor soil. I en-
couraged it with water and fertilizer
and enjoyed the faithful blooms every
July. But then I began to understand
why it was so dependable.
The roots of this daylily, double kwan-

za, stretched far and wide. Soon plants
began to grow up through the boards in
themiddle of the front porch. They crept
underneath the landscape timbers that
bordered the flower bed and produced
plants that grew through the joints in the
concrete sidewalk. They could not be
pulled out or even dug out from below
thewalk. Cutting themonly encouraged
more root growth.
I was sad that I had to spray the

daylilies with chemicals to kill the fo-
liage and roots, but it had to be done.
Otherwise they would not only have
used up all the space in the bed but
also have threatened to break up the
concrete sidewalk.
It has been said that what is good is

the enemy of what is best. Even good
things can take over in our lives, chok-
ing out what is best and causing real
damage.
Good things in our lives—friends,

books, hobbies, travel, even church
associations and loved ones—may
take us away from the greatest beau-
ty of all, the Lord Jesus Christ. There
seems to be no end to the demands
made on people who are willing to do
good works. It is hard—but some-
times necessary—to say no to oppor-
tunities to do good things.
Every moment in the garden is an

opportunity to witness the unfath-
omable creative power of God. The
growing things that rise and fall with
the seasons renew the earth with their
own dying foliage, then draw life again
from the midst of decay, showing us
God’s great wisdom, His control of na-
ture, and the promise of eternal life.
Soil, water, light, and room to grow—

these are basic to the needs of every
green thing. In them we also have an il-
lustration of how God works to bring
about His purpose on the earth. �

not to say I think my future is clear, but
the call to make disciples of all the na-
tions is undeniable—for all of us.
Now to the God who saves sinners

who consider their sin ordinary, to Him
who uses the broken and the rebel-
lious to proclaim His wonders, to this
God be glory, indescribable praise,
and eternal honor. Amen. �

Ordinary Miracles

(Continued from page 48)

“perish” in John 10:28 means to come
to ruin, to be lost, to miss the purpose
God designed. The sheep are secure
(cf. Isa. 32:17).
The Shepherd keeps the sheep from

Satan’s grasp. Flee the devil’s territory
when tested; run to the Saviour who as-
sures victory (cf. I Cor. 10:13; Jas. 4:7).
The believer is to rejoice in knowing of

his sure entrance into heaven when the
Lord returns (cf. I Thess. 4:13-18).The
child of God knows that the Lord does
all things well and has decreed a heav-
en of bliss for the righteous. �

The Blessed Man

(Continued from page 51)
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MY only source for writing inspira-
tional poetry is the Bible, where

words and thoughts of inspiration are
found in both the New and the Old
Testaments. For example, when I turn
to Genesis and read about the cre-
ation of Adam and Eve, the earth, the
moon, the stars, the mountains, and
the valleys, I become inspired poeti-
cally.
Thinking of the word “earth,” I pic-

ture a round form that twirls in the
heavens. Thinking about the moon, I
visualize a glowing object in a dark-
ened sky. When I think about the stars,
I can see twinkling, blinking dots in our
endless universe.
From the above descriptions, let me

attempt to illustrate what can be done
in poetry to witness for Christ.
In six short days, God created our spinning
world.
He gave us the moon to light the darkness
with a swarm of bright, blinking stars.
God separated light from darkness, creat-
ing seven days and seven nights.
God scooped out lush valleys, raised sky-
scraper mountaintops.
He made Adam and Eve in His own like-
ness.
He provided them with water to drink and
food to eat.
God instructed us to labor for six days,
Then rest and pray on the seventh.
God looked down at what He had created.
He was well pleased.

Let us now look at Exodus. It tells
about Moses in Egypt and how God
sent him to lead the Israelites out of
captivity and into the Promised
Land.
I find Exodus very descriptive and

inspirational, lending itself to poetry.
Picture the burning bush on Mount

Horeb, and imagine Moses receiving
the Ten Commandments on Mount
Sinai. Can you see the parting of the
waters of the Red Sea or visualize
manna falling from heaven or the sky
being darkened by clouds of flying
quail? I can! And do not forget the

gushing clear water that bubbled
from the solid rock!
Descriptions such as these are so

vivid that they create pictures in our
mind’s eye. We can translate these im-
ages into poetry.
Moses was a captive in the land of Egypt,
Land of many false gods.
He found favor from Pharaoh by being obe-
dient.
God sent Moses at age eighty
To lead the Israelites out of captivity into the
Promised Land.
God gave Moses the Ten Commandments
on Mount Sinai.
Moses and his brother Aaron guided God’s
people
Through the barren desert for forty years.
The journey was long, and God’s people re-
belled,
Worshipping worthless idols.
God gave bread from heaven and clear,
sweet water to drink.
God provided quail to eat during their forty-
year journey to the land of milk and honey.
The Israelites then built God’s temple,
which took many years to complete.

The Old Testament tells of the com-
ing of our Lord, and the New Testa-
ment tells us about the birth and life of
Jesus. We learn of Christ’s lowly birth
in a stable and about His life in
Nazareth, where He was taught to be
a carpenter.
At the age of thirty, Jesus began His

three years of ministry. Christ’s life is
not just inspirational; it is also a chal-
lenge to all Christians.
Read the New Testament, which

includes the four Gospels, the Epis-
tles, Romans, and the book of Rev-
elation. Ponder the inspirational
words from the teachings of Jesus
that He illustrated through parables.
And let us not forget Christ’s Sermon
on the Mount, which includes the
Beatitudes as well as the Lord’s
Prayer.
Let me attempt to write a poem that

describes the life, death, and resur-
rection of Jesus.

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.
God was His Heavenly Father, Joseph His
earthly one.
Joseph took Mary to Bethlehem, taxes to
pay.
Jesus was born in a stable, no room in the
inn.
Wise men followed a star shining in the
East.
They brought gifts of gold, myrrh, and
frankincense,
Laying their treasures at the infant Jesus’
feet.
Jesus’ earthly father taught Him to be a car-
penter.
At age thirty, He left Nazareth to begin three
years of ministry.
Jesus preached along the way.
Jesus healed the sick, the blind.
He fed the poor and blessed them.
Jesus taught them to love one another.
He taught them to forgive and to worship
the one true God.
Jesus overturned tables of the money
changers in the temple.
He was hated by the scribes and the Phar-
isees.
Jesus chose twelve disciples to spread
God’s Word to all.
Judas betrayed his Master, and Peter de-
nied Christ thrice.
Jesus was crucified on a cross; He was sin-
less.
He was buried in a tomb but rose from the
dead in three days.
He overcame the sting of death and gave
us eternal life.
In paradise Christ lives at the right hand of
His Father.
He died for the sins of the world and gave
us the gift of everlasting life.

Inspirational poetry is meant to help
Christians overcome their daily prob-
lems, to strengthen their weaknesses,
and to encourage daily prayer and
Bible study.
Reading inspirational poetry helps

guide us and build our confidence; it
also strives to encourage Christians to
share the gospel with family, friends,
and neighbors. �

Witnessing for Christ Through Poetry
BY RUTHMARIE REVECKY
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OUT of sight, out of mind. This is
frequently the fate of the home-

bound, forgotten by all but a few rela-
tives or a caring neighbor. God, how-
ever, never forgets His children (Isa.
49:14-16). How can the church? Are
we not called to be as concerned
about the needs of others as we are
about our own (Luke 10:27; Phil. 2:4)?
Our concern for those confined at

home is meaningless if it is not mani-
fested in flesh-and-blood people per-
forming acts of caring (Jas. 2:15-16).
Furthermore, Jesus encouraged His
followers to serve others as a way to
minister personally to Him (Matt.
25:35-40).
I first became involved in home-

bound ministry as a Christian educa-
tor. My goal was to teach what loving
our “neighbor” looks like. Since we of-
ten learn by doing, I created opportu-
nities for one age-group to serve an-
other. Where this involved the
homebound, the young people would
rake leaves or sing Christmas carols in
their homes. Children sometimes
dressed as Bible characters to deliver
fruit baskets or created greeting cards
for special occasions and times of ill-
ness.
While those who were helped or vis-

ited were appreciative, those who
served were also affected. The young
people learned how it feels to have
someone minister to their needs when
a homebound couple served them hot
cocoa and cookies after they had
spent hours raking leaves in the cold.
Children were happily surprised to re-
ceive bags of treats on some of their
visits. Many were concerned about
the living conditions they saw and ea-
ger to minister on subsequent occa-
sions.
After our son was born, my husband

and I took him along on visits to the
homebound and to nursing homes. He
also accompanied us on meal deliver-
ies to those recovering from illness or
injury. He grew up looking forward to
these opportunities because the peo-
ple became like family to him. Today,
as a young adult, he enjoys spending
time with his “other grandparents.”
Clearly, homebound ministry can be

a two-way street!

A congregation preparing to minis-
ter to those confined to their homes
needs a planning committee. This
should include church staff, officers,
and interested members. Do not un-
derestimate the contribution that re-
tired persons and the homebound
themselves can make to planning and
staffing such a ministry. Even the
frailest member can be part of a prayer
network.
Before the ministry organizers can

move forward, they must determine
the needs of the homebound. I would
encourage them to survey not only the
church membership but also the
neighborhood around the church
grounds. Serving those outside the
congregation as well as those within is
a strong witness to what it means to
love our neighbor.
As the committee investigates, it will

find that although most of the home-
bound are elderly, some can be quite
young. A person of any age can be
confined to the home or nursing care
due to accident, surgery, or chemo-
therapy. Stroke, childbirth, and war in-
juries can also be factors.
Planners should next establish the

ministry’s goals. The following exam-
ples are adapted from the First Baptist
Church of Durham Web site, www.fbc
durham.org.
1. To minister to spiritual needs
2. To add quality and meaning to life

with love and encouragement and
by relieving anxieties

3. To minister to the personal needs
of the homebound

Having clarified the community’s
needs and the ministry’s goals, the
group will seek ways to meet both.
For ideas and resources check
homebound ministry Web sites such
as www.lightcastnetwork.com and
www.hometouchministry.com.
Consulting other churches in the

community may reveal additional
ideas or even opportunities for joint
ministries.
To identify programs and resources

for the aging, contact the state unit on
aging or the area agency on aging.
These can be located through
www.eldercare.gov.
To implement ministry plans, the

group must recruit caring, committed
people to carry out this service on a
continuing basis. Volunteers and staff
will need to be grouped according to
the service they provide. For exam-
ple, Manly Memorial Baptist Church
(Lexington, Virginia) designed these
teams to assist their homebound
members:
1. Handy Man Team goes to homes

to make repairs.
2. Travel Team provides rides to ap-

pointments or to do shopping.
3. Worship Team delivers a DVD of

Sunday’s worship or serves the
Lord’s Supper to those who re-
quest it.

Such teams will require some ad-
ministrative oversight such as a chair-
man who receives requests, makes
arrangements for service, and follows
through to be certain each need is
met.
Ministry organizers also need to es-

tablish guidelines and training for
those involved. Some examples of
guidelines include:
1. Treat the homebound with dignity.
2. Call before visits or meal deliver-

ies to establish a convenient time.
3. Limit the amount of time for visits

according to health conditions.
4. Be prompt and dependable.
Guidelines must also identify proce-

dures for arranging help such as trans-
portation and for funding such min-
istries as taping worship, sending
greeting cards, and so on.
Those involved in homebound min-

istry should also understand that al-
though most people will be glad to re-
ceive help, some will reject it. In such
cases it is wise to let those who de-
cline know that the church stands
ready to assist them if they change
their minds. Aministry member can be
designated to follow up with those
persons periodically.
Finally, in planning and carrying out

ministry to the homebound, remember
that “all things whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even
so to them” (Matt. 7:12). The ministry
you establish today may be the one
that serves you in your time of
need. �

The Least of These
BY LORELEI GARETT
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THE first time I heard about Mis-
sionary Retreat Fellowship (MRF),

we were missionaries in Kenya. Due
for furlough, we had no idea where we
would live.
This was amajor problem every time

we needed to leave our field of service
for home assignment. Finding an af-
fordable place to live where there were
good schools for the children and pos-
sibilities for part-time employment
that was not too far from family and
supporting churches was a difficult
task. At times we had to resort to liv-
ing with family during our time state-
side. While this was wonderful for a
while, it was certainly not ideal for a
long period of time.
Fivemonths beforewewere to leave

Kenya, I was out walking with a friend.
I told her we did not know what we
were going to do about a place to live
during our next home assignment. She
askedwhether I had ever heard ofMis-
sionary Retreat Fellowship in Pennsyl-
vania. I had not, and she proceeded to
tell me that she and her family had
stayed there briefly the last time they
were home. She ended our conversa-
tion by saying that she knewwe would
love it there. Then she added, “I can
even see you running the place one
day!”
My husband, Don, phoned MRF

that very day to inquire about an open-
ing. Sure enough, there was one home
available for the entire time we need-
ed it. We were grateful for God’s pro-

vision and enjoyed our
year there immensely.
We attended a small
country church right
around the corner. Don
got part-time work
through a temporary
agency, and our chil-
dren experienced riding
a school bus for the
very first time. Our sup-
porting churches and
our families were only a
day’s travel away, our
mission headquarters a
two-and-a-half-hour
drive.
As God would have

it, three years after returning to Kenya,
we were asked to come back to man-
ageMRF and have been here since the
summer of 2000.

HISTORY
The problem of missionary housing

is not a new one. Robert and Bess
Butters, missionaries in West Africa,
faced the same dilemma over fifty
years ago. Realizing the great need for
affordable housing for missionaries on
furlough, they felt led by God to es-
tablish such a place. Since their mis-
sion headquarters was located in
Philadelphia, they limited their search
to Pennsylvania. Many sites were vis-
ited and considered. One day a friend
of the Butters, a Christian mechanic in
Moscow, Pennsylvania, suggested
that they visit Forrest Compton, a dairy
farmer who might have some land he
could sell to them. Bob
and Bess presented
the need to Forrest and
asked whether he
would be willing to sell
fifteen to twenty acres.
Forrest talked it over
with his wife, Ruth, and
his four children (all
separately), asking
what they thought.
They agreed—only it
was not fifteen to twen-
ty acres, but fifty-five
acres that they wanted
to give, free of charge,
for the ministry of Mis-

sionary Retreat Fellowship!
The land was part of Forrest’s

grandfather’s farm, which had been
passed down to Forrest’s father and
then on to him. He says that he gave it
away with much joy. It was on this very
farm, at twenty-four years of age,
while milking the cows, that Forrest
trusted Jesus Christ as his Saviour. He
did not want to be a pastor or a mis-
sionary, but he told the Lord that he
was willing to be whatever He wanted
him to be. The Lord did not lead him to
be either a pastor or a missionary but
put him in business and, according to
Forrest, has blessed him exceedingly
abundantly.
Situated in the beautiful Pocono

Mountains of northeastern Pennsylva-
nia, it was an ideal location. Being
about one hundred miles from both
New York and Philadelphia allowed
missionaries to fly into major airports.
Shopping areas, schools, and church-
es were conveniently located. The set-
ting was rural and secluded.
Bob and Bess lived in a small house

on the farm while the land was cleared
and a road put in. The first home built
was a duplex; the Butters lived on one
side and missionaries on the other.
MRFwas incorporated inMarch1965

to serve all evangelical missions. It is
nonprofit, evangelical, and interdenom-
inational. The ministry is subsidized by
a number of churches and individuals,
which keeps the rent affordable for
those in full-time Christian service.

Missionary Retreat Fellowship
BY GAIL SCHUIT

Don and Gail Schuit

Forrest Compton
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it means family and friends will be far
away.
The reality of retirement homes at

MRF seems like an impossible
dream—humanly speaking—because
of the economy and decreasing dona-
tions. But our God is theGod of the im-
possible, and we know He will provide
what is needed exactly when it is
needed. We have seen Him do so in
our own lives, and we are convinced
He will do it for MRF and the mission-
aries who come here.
For over forty-five years now, Mis-

sionary Retreat Fellowship has been
meeting a vital need. Over and over we
havemissionaries tell uswhat ananswer
to prayer it is to find affordable housing
for their time in the States. Below are a
few comments from previous residents.
“Diane and I are abounding with grat-

itude for MRF. This beautiful, peaceful,
andcomfortableprovisionwas justwhat
the doctor ordered! We arrived from
Nicaragua needing a change, to be able
to forget about the danger of being kid-
napped (on the upswing), danger of
thievery, and constant rhetoric which is
anti-American. This being our first full
year of home ministry in 11 years, we
were greatly in need of this provision.”
“Thank you so much for your gener-

ous hospitality to the travelers. We
leave feeling refreshed and rested.
Your place inside and out is filled with
beauty and order. I was reminded of a
song called ‘Come to the Quiet’ . . .
‘Come and still your soul like a child at
rest.’ Your place here is peaceful.”
“Wewere seeking a time and place to

pull away and seek the Lord, to draw
closer to Him, to listen to His voice for
our future and to be refreshed in body
and soul. And Godmet us wonderfully!”
Jesus told His apostles in Mark 6:31,

“Comeye yourselves apart into a desert
place, and rest a while.” The apostles
had been telling Jesus all about what
they had been doing and the people
they had been teaching. Missionaries
are responsible to report on their work
to their supporting churches and indi-
viduals. They travel many miles on
homeassignment. Getting apart for rest
is crucial to their physical, mental, and
spiritual well-being. Missionary Retreat
Fellowship is a place of rest. We pray it
will always be so.
For more information, please visit

our Web site at www.missionaryre-
treat.org or write to us at Missionary
Retreat Fellowship, 74 Missionary
Retreat Road, Jefferson Township,
PA 18436. �

Bob, also gives of his time and energy
to projects at MRF. We are so thankful
for their generosity and willing hearts.
The Comptons gladly share their

pond with the public and with the mis-
sionaries residing at MRF. Fishing and
swimming in the summer and ice-
skating in the winter are enjoyed by
many. Some cross-country skiers
have made use of the field when we
get a good snowfall. Of the fifty-five
acres, two-thirds is in its natural wood-
ed state, with walking trails for hiking
enthusiasts.
Wildlife abounds at Missionary Re-

treat. Deer are often seen in the field
beside Unit 7. Foxes made a home in
a pile of brush one year, and the chil-
dren in residence at the time enjoyed
watching the kits play. Black bears of-
ten raid the garbage dumpster and our
bird feeders and can sometimes be
photographed meandering down the
hill. Cardinals, blue jays, goldfinches,
and woodpeckers are just a few of the
numerous varieties of birds. As a cou-
ple of former residents would say, it is
a photographer’s paradise! Basking in
God’s creation provides rest for weary
souls.
MRF caters first and foremost to

missionaries. Recently, the typical
number of missionary families using
the accommodations has been be-
tween thirty and forty per year. Since
1965, missionaries serving in over six-
ty-three countries have made use of
the facilities. If space permits, other
full-time Christian workers are wel-
come. Pastors have come for short
stays to have a time of quiet reflection
and solitude.
MRF operates under the direction of

a board of directors. The staff consists
of my husband, Don, who is the direc-
tor, and myself.

FUTURE GOALS
Bob and Bess Butters envisioned

not only homes for temporary resi-
dents but also homes for retired mis-
sionaries. This too is a great need.
Most missionaries who have spent the
majority of their adult lives in another
country do not have the funds to pur-
chase a home when the time comes to
retire. Some mission organizations
have retirement centers and elder-
care facilities (mostly in the southern
states), but there is a need for more,
especially in the northeastern states.
Some missionaries do not necessarily
want to retire down south, especially if

PRESENT MINISTRY
The long and winding driveway now

leads to eight homes on the property.
Each one is designed to be comfort-
able for a missionary family. The hous-
es are fully furnished, including linens
and dishes and laundry facilities.
Much of this has been graciously do-
nated by individuals with a love for
God and missions. All the missionar-
ies need to provide is their own food
and clothing.
Missionary Retreat Fellowship is a

place for physical and spiritual renew-
al. Many missionaries come home ex-
hausted andburned out.MRFoffers an
invitation to retreat from the busyness
and demands of a missionary life. Par-
ents and children, often separated for
months at a time because the children
have to be sent away to boarding
school, have the time to get reac-
quainted and experience family life.
Some decide to homeschool while
they are here, others opt for the local
public schools, and the rest send their
children to the area’s Christian school.
Missionaries desiring further education
often attend Baptist Bible College and
Seminary, which is a mere forty-five-
minute drive away. There is opportuni-
ty for fellowship with other missionary
families at special events like the
Christmas dinner or by just getting to-
gether for coffee in each other’s
homes. The area’s many churches give
awarmwelcome toMRF residents and
often askmissionaries to speak at con-
ferences and worship services.
In 2009, a recreational building was

erected, thanks to a generous donor.
The interior is slowly being completed
as funds come in. Christmas dinner for
the residents and board members has
been held in themain room for the past
two years. Each family is given a key
to the building to use the game room
and exercise equipment as they wish.
Eventually, the office and library will be
set up here.
An outdoor pavilion with picnic ta-

bles is often used by residents for fam-
ily get-togethers or graduation parties.
Area churches use the facilities for
their summer picnics. Child Evangel-
ism Fellowship holds their summer
camp on the grounds each year.
Forrest Compton continues to be in-

volved in the ministry of MRF. He can
often be seen driving up in his truck to
deliver topsoil or in his backhoe to fill
in holes and ditches made by the re-
cently installed sewer system. His son,
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MY STORY
In July 1973 I was offered a contract

to begin teaching at Lynchburg Baptist
College in their new seminary. The
school was located in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia, and was a ministry of Thomas
Road Baptist Church. Dr. Jerry Falwell
was the pastor of the church and the
president of the college. LBC had been
started just two years earlier in 1971.
This was the fulfillment of a dream.

In the fall semester in 1962, while a
student at New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, I felt a definite calling
from God to teach in a seminary. I was
in my first semester and was glad the
call was received at that time. When I
started seminary that fall, I was mar-
ried and had two sons.
After graduation I contacted the

SouthernBaptist seminaries, explaining
my call and preparation, and applied for
a teaching position. I assumed that
since I was a Southern Baptist and had
graduated from a Southern Baptist col-
lege and seminary, God would have me
teach in anSBCschool. God’sways are
not our ways, nor is His timing our tim-
ing. Only one of the seminaries re-
sponded, and they basically said
“Thanks, but no thanks.”
More than two years later, on a spe-

cial Sunday afternoon, I received a tele-
phone call from Dr. Robert Hughes, the
dean of the new seminary at LBC. After
an almost one-hour telephone inter-
view, he offered me a teaching position
at LBC in the new seminary, which was
opening that fall. More than thirty-eight
years later, I continue to teach at what
has nowbecomeLibertyUniversitywith
a very large and beautiful campus and
about sixty thousand students in resi-
dent and online programs. I think it has
been a good investment of my life!

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL TEACHERS
I have told you my story, but it is not

uniquely different from that of other
teachers in Christian colleges. Let me
share some of the common character-
istics of those of us teaching in Chris-
tian colleges.
1. A conversion experience and

growth in the Christian life are re-
quired. I remember hearing many
years ago of people being upset
about an unconverted Jew teaching

in a Baptist college. Although that
sentiment may not be as strong to-
day in some liberal Christian schools,
those we would consider evangelical
still require their teachers to be prac-
ticing Christians. They are expected
to be saved and to be living like it,
which means growing in Christ.
A part of this growth would be

growth in the understanding of the
Scriptures. It would not be expected
that a teacher of math, science, or lan-
guages would have the level of Bible
knowledge that a Bible or theology
professor would have, but hewould be
expected to pass a job interview test
on basic Bible knowledge.
2. Adequate academic preparation is

required. Colleges generally require
teachers to have one degree above the
courses they are teaching. A teacher
teaching bachelor-level courses would
be expected to have at least a master’s
degree, but most colleges desire to
have a high percentage of faculty with a
terminal or doctor’s degree. Teachers
obviouslymust teach in the discipline of
their preparation.
Accreditation may be an issue in the

teacher’s training if accreditation is im-
portant to the college. An accredited
college must have almost all of the fac-
ulty made up of graduates of accredited
colleges and universities. The need to
maintain accreditation can make hiring
decisions difficult when the administra-
tion must find a science teacher with a
Ph.D., probably from a state university,
who believes in the biblical account of
Creation.
3. A calling fromGod is probably not

a firm requirement, but Christian col-
leges will usually ask in the interview
process, “Why do you want to teach
here?” Many of my friends who teach
at Liberty—and not just in religion—
would testify to a sense of the call of
God for them to come to Liberty. A
sense of calling or a desire to be sub-
missive to the leading of Godwould be
expected of a mature Christian.
However, even though there are addi-

tional requirements for Christian college
teachers, there is not extra compensa-
tion for the additional requirements.
Most Christian college teachers have
takenasalary cut if theyhavecome from
another vocation—even a staff position

in a local church. In my case, when I left
my position as associate pastor of a
church, my salary was more than one-
third less at the Christian college. And
this isnot anunusual experience.Teach-
ers willingly do this because money is
not the most important consideration;
following God’s direction in their life is.
A sense that one is investing in the

lives of others also is a big incentive for
teachers. Whether one is teaching
English, math, history, or business but
especially religion, teachers feel they
are investing in the lives of future pas-
tors, missionaries, and church staff
members by preparing them to be
more effective in their jobs and having
a part in their success.

TEACHING AT A CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE
Prayer in the classroom is one of the

special things about teaching in a
Christian school. At Liberty—and at
most Christian schools—professors
are required to begin each class with
prayer. At least one professor at LU ac-
tually begins and ends each class with
prayer. I ask for praises and requests,
and students share both. It is an op-
portunity to learn what is happening in
the lives of students. We pray for sick
familymembers and friends, for the un-
saved (including some the student may
have just witnessed to), for jobs, for car
tires, and for all sorts of things.
Chapel services, called convocation

at LU, is another special blessing. At LU
we have convocation three times each
week. LU is a large school, and the
speakers at convocation are significant
people. Pastors, missionaries, and
evangelists are frequent speakers and
have included many prominent evan-
gelical leaders. Alumni are also fre-
quent guest speakers. LU also includes
business and political speakers for
convocation, so students are given the
opportunity to hear a variety of impor-
tant speakers in convocation.
Mission week is a special emphasis

weekatChristiancolleges.Missionaries
serving in many parts of the world and
representing many missionary-sending
agencies are brought to the campus for
this event. They speak in regular
chapels and sometimes in special
chapels, in classrooms, or at club or or-

Teaching in a Christian College
BY FRANK SCHMITT, ED.D.



SUMMER QUARTER 2013 (187) 59

classes are required for every student
in every major at Liberty. This is a very
special part of the educational
process, especially for those from high
schools where the Bible was not
taught as an academic subject.
Knowledge of the Bible is lacking
amongmany, evenmost Christian col-
lege students. Students in Christian
colleges learn how to study the Bible,
as well as much about the Bible,
something they can build on for the
rest of their lives. Other classes in reli-
gion teach how to live the Spirit-filled
and Spirit-controlled life. Students are
taught evangelism and learn how to
witness to the unsaved and lead them
to Christ.
For sixteen years I pastored a small

country church located close to the
Christian college where I teach, Liber-
ty University. I was blessed to have five
Liberty graduates in the membership:
three majored in education, one in
business, and one in public relations.
Their commitment to Christ, their lev-
el of Christian maturity, and their abil-
ity to serve in the church, especially in
teaching the Bible, far exceeded the
abilities of others their age and proba-
bly many older adults.
When teaching future pastors in the

seminary class, I have tried to train
them to include in their church pro-
grams not only a new-members class
but also a preparatory type of class
that would include Bible and theolog-
ical surveys, topics on living the Chris-
tian life, evangelism, leadership, stew-
ardship, missions, and more.
However, it was very obvious to me

that the five graduates of Liberty Uni-
versity did not need this additional
training. They had received this and
more from their education at a Chris-
tian college.
Education at a Christian college will

prepare a person to make a living, but
it will also prepare a person to live. He
will graduate with a desire to live a pro-
ductive Christian life that is pleasing to
God and serves mankind through the
church of Jesus Christ.
A Christian college education

makes a big difference in a person’s
life. Like other Christian college teach-
ers, I am so thankful that God has al-
lowed me to spend my ministry life
teaching in a Christian college and
contributing to those changed and
equipped lives. It has been a special
blessing to hear graduates of the
school and of my teaching say howwe
made a difference in their lives. �

classeswithpeoplewhohavesimilar in-
terests. They begin to establish a net-
work of friendswho can assist them vo-
cationally. Students are also with other
students who share their commitment
to God, which is another positive factor
in long-term relationship building. Many
relationships that develop in Christian
colleges become lifetime friendships.
Sometimes they may result in a lifetime
relationship as husband and wife.
Ministry teams at Christian colleges

provide opportunities for service and
ministry. Music, drama, and other min-
istry teams go out several weekends
each month to minister in churches.
These students usually stay in homes of
churchmembers, which is beneficial for
the college in recruiting new students
and in gaining support. They also pro-
vide a big plus to the church services
where they are involved. Some scholar-
ship assistance is available for students
on these ministry teams. Students on
ministry teams that relate to their major
or minor are provided an opportunity to
enhance their education with this
hands-on experience.
Christian and/or community service

is a requirement at almost all Christian
colleges. The service can be provided
in a church, in the community, or at the
college. Church services would in-
clude helping in Sunday school,
Awana, music, youth programs, or
similar activities. Community service
could involve organizations like Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, Child Evangel-
ism Fellowship, YMCA/YWCA, hospi-
tals, and other programs. Service at
the college could include prayer min-
istry, assisting a professor with grad-
ing, office work, research, and other
unpaid ways of serving. Students are
usually expected to volunteer about
three hours each week to their Chris-
tian service project. This provides a
great ministry outlet for all the aca-
demic information about serving the
Lord they are receiving in the class-
room.
One of my fondest memories of a

Christian service project was as a stu-
dent at New Orleans Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary. One night aweek, about
ten of us took a school van down to the
French Market. One group would start
the music to gather a crowd, and an-
other group of us would go into the
bars and invite patrons to come to our
service. Those street preaching expe-
riences in an area with so much sin
have stayed with me for fifty years.
Bible, theology, and evangelism

ganizational meetings. In general, these
missionaries make themselves avail-
able to students.
Spiritual emphasis week is a special

time each year in many Christian col-
leges. Early in the semester, a gifted
preacher or evangelist is brought to
the campus for special services de-
signed to help students know for sure
they are saved or to help them tomake
a decision to accept Christ as Saviour.
The services have a strong emphasis
on personal spiritual growth. Most of
the young people coming to a Chris-
tian college are from a church back-
ground and have made a public pro-
fession of faith and been baptized. But
many college students do have a gen-
uine conversion experience at college,
and a lot of these happen during spir-
itual emphasis week. This is a definite
plus for a Christian college.
All of the classes are taught with a

distinctive Christian worldview. This is
true in history, math, science, business,
nursing, and every other discipline. This
is part of the reason faculty must be
growing and knowledgeable Chris-
tians. The facts of history are taught as
in any school of higher learning, but
from the perspective that God’s hand is
revealed in history. The facts of science
are taught, but the Creator God is re-
vealed behind the laws of science.
Business is taught, but with a strong
moral and ethical base that is to guide
the businessperson.
Dorm life at a Christian college is dif-

ferent. There are no coed dorms with
males and females sharing space. Alco-
holic beverages are not allowed, regard-
less of the age of the students. It is very
different from dorm life at secular
schools, especially those that are known
as “party schools.”
Coaches who build winning teams

but also Christian character are a part of
Christian schools. Many Christian col-
leges have a strong emphasis on athlet-
ics and provide opportunities for Chris-
tian young people to compete on
college athletic teams as a means of
servingGod.Christian schools compete
to win, andwinning is important; but it is
not the only thing. Developing character
and displaying good sportsmanship are
also important. Coaches are selected
not just on the basis of skills in coaching
their particular sport but also for their
skills in developing character.
Development of lifelong friendships

occurs at Christian colleges. This is the
age atwhich this naturally occurs, but in
a Christian college students are taking



60 (188)

AS a young Christian, as a Sunday
school teacher, and then as a

pastor, I have sat in many Sunday
school classes throughout the years.
Sometimes I have wondered why we
have Sunday school. Some classes
are well managed, while others seem
to be poorly conducted. Why is this?
In one young adult class I attended

regularly, the teacher spent most of
the class time talking about the weath-
er, making jokes, or discussing other
meaningless matters. Finally, when
the class was almost over, the Scrip-
ture would be read and a few com-
ments made. This was very discour-
aging for many in the class because it
happened frequently. Before long, dif-
ferent members of the class dropped
out. I wondered once again, Why do
we have Sunday school?
Sunday school should be a place of

excitement and learning. It should be
a place where we can draw closer to
God and dig out the truths from His
Word.
In discussing the purpose of the

Sunday school in today’s church, I
would like to consider the four E’s of
why we have Sunday school.

EDUCATING
The first purpose of Sunday school

is educating. Even though it is not
mentioned in the Bible, the concept is
surely there. Throughout the Scrip-
tures we are consistently urged to
teach the commandments of God.
Moses told us why this is to be done:
“that thou mightest fear the Lord thy
God, to keep all his statutes and his
commandments, which I command
thee, thou, and thy son, and thy son’s
son, all the days of thy life; and that thy
days may be prolonged” (Deut. 6:2).
He specifically reminded them to
teach their children: “And thou shalt
teach themdiligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou

sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou li-
est down, and when thou risest up”
(vs. 7).
The Gospel of Luke gives us an ex-

ample of Jesus teaching in the “syna-
gogue on the sabbath day” (4:16). In
this lesson, He read Isaiah 61:1-2 and
made an application of the passage.
Isaiah tells us who and how we

should teach. “Whom shall he teach
knowledge? and whom shall he make
to understand doctrine? them that are
weaned from the milk, and drawn from
the breasts. For precept must be upon
precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a little,
and there a little” (28:9-10). God’s
Word is to be taught early, consistent-
ly, and constantly.
Education should include the whole

person. Paul summed up what is
meant by the whole person. He called
this the “spirit and soul and body”
(I Thess. 5:23). The mind, soul, and life
should all be taught.
The mind of each student is to be

fil led with the Word of God. The
psalmist declared, “The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul:
the testimony of the Lord is sure, mak-
ingwise the simple. The statutes of the
Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the
commandment of the Lord is pure, en-
lightening the eyes” (Ps. 19:7-8). This
is to be done through recitation, mem-
orization, writing, reading, sword drills,
worksheets, puzzles, word searches,
and any other activity that will stimu-
late learning the Bible.
The student is also to be taught how

to rightly divide the “word of truth”
(II Tim. 2:15). This is accomplished
through study, both in a group setting
and privately. The result of studying
the Scriptures is the approval of
God—not to mention having no rea-
son to be ashamed because of an ig-
norance of truth (cf. I Pet. 3:15).

The soul of each individual is to be
educated. This is begun and fulfilled
only when a person comes to the real-
ization of his need for salvation. Jesus
taught Nicodemus how to receive
eternal life. He said, “Except a man be
born again, he cannot see the king-
dom of God” (John 3:3). This new-
birth experience begins the journey of
learning how to live the way God de-
sires.
The foundation of the new birth cre-

ates a yearning to know God more
abundantly. This is developed through
prayer, Bible study, and obedience.
Wrapped with trust, the believer is led
daily by the presence of God into a life
of victory (Prov. 3:5-6; I John 5:4).
The purpose of a Sunday school

class should not be merely to teach or
lecture about the truth; it should disci-
ple young believers in right living.
When Jesus said, “Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations” (Matt. 28:19), He
meant more than speaking a lesson to
a group of people. The Greek word for
“teach” in Matthew 28:19 is math-
eteuo, which means “to become a
pupil, to instruct, to enroll as a schol-
ar, and to disciple.” A disciple learns
the ways of the Master Teacher. Paul
expressed it well when he said, “Be ye
followers of me, even as I also am of
Christ” (I Cor. 11:1).
Holy living is the goal and aim of

each Christian. It is commanded (I Pet.
1:15). It is expected (II Cor. 7:1). Like-
wise, sinful living is not to be “once
named among you” (Eph. 5:3). Indeed,
“we are not of them who draw back
unto perdition; but of them that believe
to the saving of the soul” (Heb. 10:39).

EQUIPPING
Another purpose of the Sunday

school is to equip or outfit the believ-
er to be an effective Christian. All that
is taught should enable the student to
make a difference in this world.

Christian Education

Why Does Your Church
Have Sunday School?

BY JAMES O. BAKER
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means to be a Christian! The two dis-
ciples on the road to Emmaus felt this
same heartwarming experience when
they realized it had been Christ speak-
ing to them. They said, “Did not our
heart burn within us, while he talked
with us by the way, and while he
opened to us the scriptures?” (Luke
24:32). Immediately after this, they
found the Eleven and told them all that
had happened (vss. 33-35).
A missionary was speaking to a

group of Hindu women about the Lord
Jesus Christ and what He could do in
a person’s life. One of the women
silently left during the message, only
to return later and listen very atten-
tively. After the message the mission-
ary asked her why she had left while
he was speaking. Her reply speaks
volumes about the character of the
missionary. She said, “ ‘I was so inter-
ested in the wonderful things you were
saying that I went to ask your servant
if you live like you teach. He said you
do. So I came back to hearmore about
Jesus’” (Knight, Knight’s Treasury of
Illustrations, Eerdmans).
This energizing should also produce

the desire to be a light in the world. Je-
sus said, “Ye are the light of the world.
A city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid” (Matt. 5:14). A Christian who is
overjoyed with following the Lord will
count it a privilege to be a light in a
wicked world. He will not want to hide
his light.
When I was a teenager, one of my

teachers crocheted a flower for us to
pin on our coats to remind us to be a
light for Christ. Being a male, I did not
want to pin the flower on my coat,
even though I did want to be awitness.
Instead, I pinned it on the inside. There
I could still see it to remind me of my
commitment.
Years later, my mother returned the

old school jacket, which had been
stored in their home. What did I find
still pinned inside? The flower, faded
with age. I have been true to the call-
ing of Christ. My heart sings the words
of Baynard L. Fox in “Tell the World
That I’m a Christian.”

I’ll tell the world, that I’m a Christian,
I’m not ashamed, His name to bear;
I’ll tell the world, that I’m a Christian,
I’ll take him with me anywhere.
I’ll tell the world, that He’s my Saviour,
No other one, could love me so;
My life, my all is His forever,
and where He leads me I will go.
The purposes of Sunday school

have eternal results. May we be faith-
ful. �

her walk.When she arrived, one young
man was waiting for her. She did her
best to teach him that afternoon. Her
influence and faithfulness impressed
him to give his life to Christ (Moody,
Anecdotes and Illustrations, Rhodes
and McClure).
The next week he enlisted in the

army, and she never saw him again.
However, over a year later she re-
ceived a letter from the young soldier.
He was dying and wanted to thank her
for going out in the storm to teach her
class. He promised to meet her in
heaven one day.
Various methods have successfully

been employed to win students to
Christ. The size and space of the
classroom may determine the method
of personal work.
With an evangelistic lesson, an invi-

tation may be given to receive Christ.
Some classes have successfully used
a traditional altar call, while othersmay
have the inquiring student stay after-
ward for prayer and counsel. Above
all, theremust be a dependence on the
leadership of the Holy Spirit.

ENERGIZING
The fourth purpose of the Sunday

school is energizing the student to put
into practice the truth of the lesson.
When an individual feels part of the

group, he wants to conform to the ex-
pectations of that group. Peer pres-
sure is not to be used to get the stu-
dent to conform just so he can be
accepted. Time and again, shallow
conversions are the result. A conta-
gious enthusiasm should be exercised
to create a true desire to follow Jesus
Christ the “Shepherd and Bishop of
[our] souls” (I Pet. 2:25).
Teachers need to exhibit excitement.

When this is done, it has the tendency
to spill over to the students. If a teacher
acts bored, the students will pick up on
this and think the subject is not worthy
of their attention. They begin to fidget
and possibly even fall asleep. I have
wondered, If we had to listen to what
we teach, would we fall asleep also?
However, when teachers are serious
and inspired about the lesson, the stu-
dents’ interest will be heightened. They
will want to hear what is being com-
municated. It is then that truth can be
grasped and followed.
This energizing will create a longing

to put into practice the teachings of
Christ and the Bible—indeed, to be liv-
ing evidences of what it actually

To fully equip the believer, one must
be taught the truth of God. This should
be done systematically, biblically, con-
textually, and creatively. The Bible is
the Word of God and provides right
doctrine, gives reproof and training,
corrects by guiding rightly, and nur-
tures by instruction in right living
(II Tim. 3:16-17). Why is this? “That the
man of God may be perfect, through-
ly furnished unto all good works.”
Knowing this truth sets individuals free
to follow the “only true God” (John
17:3).
Furthermore, the believer needs to

be equipped in order to teach others.
Knowing the truth will be useless to
the world if it is not then taught to oth-
ers. Paul encouraged the young pas-
tor named Timothy to find “faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others
also” (II Tim. 2:2).
Sunday school should also be a

time when students are taught to de-
fend the faith. Jude wrote to “earnest-
ly contend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints” (Jude
1:3). This should be done earnestly,
prayerfully, and considerately. It must
be remembered that we are engaged
in a spiritual battle. Purposely offend-
ing others in the name of truth will not
bring about conversions (cf. Prov.
18:19). The songwriter said it well:
“Plead with them earnestly, plead with
them gently, He will forgive if they only
believe” (Crosby, “Rescue the Perish-
ing”).

EVANGELIZING
The third purpose of the Sunday

school should be to evangelize the
lost. In some churches, Sunday school
attendance is larger than the number
present in the morning worship serv-
ice. Occasionally an individual will not
feel as intimidated in a smaller gather-
ing. This can be an opportune time to
lead such a person to Christ.
Each quarter, time should be set

aside with the sole purpose of winning
each student to the Lord. Many times
I have heard an individual testify of
finding Jesus through Sunday school.
D. L. Moody told the story of an eld-

erly woman who operated a Sunday
school in the mountains two miles
from her home. One Sunday it
stormed so heavily she did not think
she could make the walk. She thought
to herself, “What if someone should go
and not findme there?” She put on her
raincoat, took an umbrella, and began
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IT is the purpose of this article to
offer some sermon suggestions in

the form of basic outlines for the most
part. Some of these are outlines that I
made myself. Others are from those
through whom I have received great
help, both in preaching when I was in
the pastorate and in teaching adult
classes in my church, which I do now.
As much as I possibly can, I try to give
credit to the sources where I found
these. Some are in the public domain,
and some are found in the Scriptures
themselves.

THE BIBLE ANSWERS THE THREE
GREATEST QUESTIONS OF LIFE
Where did we come from? The Bible

gives the only true and clear answer to
our origin, and that is that God created
us. See Genesis 1 and 2, especially
1:26-27. We are made in the image of
God.
What are we supposed to be doing?

The answer to our origin is found in
the first book of the Bible, and the
reason or purpose for our existence is
found in the last book of the Bible,
where we are told we were created to
give God pleasure (Rev. 4:11).
Tragical ly, sin destroys God’s
pleasure in us. That is why we need
salvation in Christ.
Where are we going? The answer to

this question depends on whether we
have accepted Jesus Christ as our
Saviour. If we have, we can know we
have eternal life with Him (I John 5:13).
If not, we are doomed to eternal
separation from God (John 3:18).

THE THREE MUSTS OF JOHN 3
The first must is found in John 3:7,

and it is the sinner’s must. He or she
must be born again to enter or even
see the kingdom of God.
The second must of John 3 is the

Saviour’s must, as recorded in verse
14. He must be lifted up, as He was on
Calvary’s cross. This was similar to the
way Moses was told to put a bronze

serpent on a pole. If anyone looked at
it, he would be healed of the ven-
omous snakebite.
The third must of John 3 is stated in

verse 30. This is the saint’s must. The
born-again Christian must let the Lord
Jesus rule in his life. He must de-
crease, or give up the management of
his life to Christ.

THREE MEN OF I CORINTHIANS 2
AND 3
For this idea Imust give credit to two

sources. The first is Dr. Lewis Sperry
Chafer’s excellent book He That Is
Spiritual (Zondervan). The second is
Dr. Charles H. Stevens. For over fifty
years he pastored Salem Baptist
Church in Winston-Salem, North Car-
olina, where I was ordained. He was
also the founder of my alma mater,
Piedmont Baptist College. Dr. Stevens
wrote a pamphlet that was published
on this theme. He explained the origin,
purpose, and destiny of the three men
(generic use of the term “man”)—
natural, carnal, and spiritual—in I
Corinthians 2:14 through 3:4.
• The Natural Man

Origin—born in sin (Ps. 51:5)
Purpose—to live in sin (Rom. 3:23)
Destiny—eternal punishment

(Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:15)
• The Carnal Man

Origin—born again (John 3:3, 5, 7)
Purpose—to live largely for him-

self as a spiritual infant (I Cor. 3:1-4)
Destiny—heaven, but little reward

(I Cor. 3:15)
• The Spiritual Man

Origin—born again (John 3:3, 5, 7)
Purpose—to be yielded to the in-

dwelling Holy Spirit and to live a life
pleasing to Him (Gal. 5:16)

Destiny—heaven, with reward
(I Cor. 3:14)

THE TRINITY IN PSALM 2
I believe I got this idea from a book

by Dr. J. Sidlow Baxter. Four voices
speak:

The heathen speak (Ps. 2:1-3). They
rage, plot, and take counsel against
God and His Anointed, the Lord Jesus
Christ.
God the Father speaks (Ps. 2:4-6).

He laughs at their folly and informs
them He has set His King on His
throne.
God the Son speaks (Ps. 2:7-9). He

rightfully boasts that His Father has
eternally begotten, or generated, Him
and that He has been given the
nations for His inheritance.
The Holy Spirit speaks (Ps. 2:10-12).

He tells the heathen they need to serve
the Lord—actually, to kiss the Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ. Otherwise, they will
perish forever. Indeed, this is an
amazing prophecy!

FOUR T’S OF PSALM 3
I believe the Lord led me to outline

this psalm in this manner, dividing it
into four points, each with two verses,
and beginning each point with the
letter “T”.
Trouble (Ps. 3:1-2). David was

having great trouble because his own
son, Absalom, was leading a revolt
against him.
Travail (Ps. 3:3-4). David cried to

God in prayer, and the Lord heard him.
Trust (Ps. 3:5-6). After laboring hard

in prayer, David simply put his
situation in God’s hands. He then got
the much-needed sleep to allow him
to face the battle the next day.What an
example for us!
Triumph (Ps. 3:7-8). After travailing

in prayer and being granted sleep,
David saw God enabling him to
triumph over his enemies.

THE BOOK OF ROMANS IN A
NUTSHELL IN PSALM 4
Salvation (Justification) (Ps. 4:1-2).

David called God the God of his
righteousness. He had none of his
own. This answers to Romans 1
through 5, where the need of all
people for righteousness is declared

The Pastor’s Study

Sermon Suggestions
BY DON MINNICH
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people’s attention and interest and
make them thirsty. Finally, we need to
show them they are sinners and that
Christ is the Messiah-Saviour.
Dr. Kennedy also suggested that we

can get people’s attention by asking,
“If you were standing at heaven’s gate,
why should you be admitted?” They
usually give wrong answers. He then
suggested using just four verses to
show what the Bible teaches as the
true way to get to heaven.
Romans 3:23—All have sinned and

need a Saviour.
Romans 6:23—The wages of sin is

death, but eternal life is the gift of God.
John 1:12—They need to receive

this gift.
Revelation 3:20—Jesus is standing

at their heart’s door, waiting for an
invitation to come in.
Draw the net by inviting them to

pray to receive Christ as Saviour. If
they do receive Christ, I like to give a
verse of assurance. First John 5:13
states that we can know we are saved
through believing on Christ.
In closing this article, I offer two

outlines of articles that I believe were
previously published in this magazine.

RUTH—DRAMA OF LOVE
Deciding—for the God of Israel
Serving—in Boaz’s grainfield
Resting—at Boaz’s feet
Rewarded—marrying Boaz, ances-

tor of Christ
I credit Dr. C. I. Scofield for the four

main points of the above outline. Ruth
is a picture of Christians, Naomi of a
returning backslider, and Orpah of one
who had a chance to be saved and
rejected it. Boaz is a picture of Christ.

JONAH—RELUCTANT PROPHET
A freshman—in God’s school, he

ran away from God, protesting.
A sophomore—in God’s school, he

ran to God in the sea creature,
praying.
A junior—in God’s school, he ran

with God, preaching successfully!
A senior—in God’s school, he ran

ahead of God, pouting because he
was so successful! He wanted God to
destroy Nineveh, not save it. He was
more concerned about his own
comfort than he was about the eternal
souls of the people of the city. And he
had just led the greatest revival in
history! �

15:16; Gal. 5:22-23) and pros-
perous (Josh. 1:8).

The ungodly man (Ps. 1:4-6).
Origin—He is born in sin (Ps.
51:5)
Purpose—to live a useless life,
like chaff blown out the funnel of
a combine while the wheat is
caught in bags (Ps. 1:4).
Destiny—This man will not be at
the judgment seat of Christ,
(I Cor. 3). He will be at the great
white throne judgment of the
lost (Rev. 20:11-15).

STEPS IN SOUL-WINNING—
JOHN 4
I had the privilege of taking a course

in Evangelism Explosion, which
originated with Dr. D. James Kennedy,
late pastor of Coral Ridge Presbyterian
Church in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. I
give credit to him for parts of this
outline.
First, Jesus got the attention of the

woman at the well by asking her for a
drink of water. Jewish men did not ask
Samaritan women for drinks of water!
Second, Jesus got her interested by

telling her of water that was not in the
well by which she would never thirst
again. Her thought at first was how
wonderful it would be not to have to go
daily with a heavy jar of water from the
well to home.
Third, He got her to thirst by telling

her He could give her that water!
Finally, He got her under conviction

by asking her to call her husband.
She had been married five times and
was living out of wedlock with a sixth
man.
The woman at first thought Jesus

was just an ordinary Jewish man.
When He told her about her marital
situation, she began to realize He was
a prophet (John 4:19). Then she got
very “religious” and began to argue
the difference between the Jewish and
Samaritan religions. Jesus made it
clear that salvation was through the
Jews, as humanly He was one. As
many do today, she sighed and said
that when Messiah came, He would
straighten out all this mess!
Jesus dropped a spiritual bomb-

shell whenHe announced to her thatHe
was the Messiah! She believed at once
and went to tell all the men of the city.
She had beenmarried to some of them!
Jesus had drawn the net by telling

her who He was. We need to catch

by Paul and then demonstrated by
how the Lord justifies us by faith in the
shed blood of Christ.
Sanctification (Ps. 4:3-4). The Lord

sets us apart—the meaning of
“sanctif ication”—to be a godly
people; so we are not wrongfully angry
and sinning. We meditate and are still
in order to hear the voice of God. This
is the theme of Romans 6 through 8.
Sacrifice (Ps. 4:5-6). The main

sacrifice God wants is our bodies as a
living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1-2).
Safety (Ps. 4:7-8). We can rest

in God, knowing our future is
glorification (Rom. 8:30).

A TRILOGY OF PSALMS
I believe it was first pointed out to

me that Psalms 22, 23, and 24 form a
trilogy about our Lord Jesus Christ. I
read it in a little booklet about the
Psalms by Miss Grace Saxe, but I
believe the ideas are much in the
public domain now.
Psalm 22—The Calvary Hymn—the

cross. In an amazing manner, Psalm
22 graphically and prophetically
describes the crucifixion of Christ one
thousand years before the fact. It
shows the Good Shepherd dying for
the sheep. Verses 16-18 especially
speak of His hands and feet being
pierced and His garments being
divided among the soldiers.
Psalm 23—The Shepherd’s Crook—

His care. The Great Shepherd, risen
from the dead, leads His sheep (Heb.
13:20).
Psalm 24—The Chief Shepherd—

crowns. This psalm speaks of Christ
ascending into heaven. In a similar
fashion, He will return to earth to reign
in Jerusalem. First Peter 5:4 speaks of
Christ the Chief Shepherd appearing
to give crowns to the faithful.

THE CONTRAST OF TWO MEN IN
PSALM 1
I believe I found the basic outline in

Miss Grace Saxe’s booklet on the
Psalms, published by Moody Press,
but I have added ideas of my own to it.
The godly man (Ps. 1:1-3).
Origin—He stops hobnobbing
with ungodly sinners and those
who scorn the Lord.
Purpose—to delight in the law
of the Lord, which the Christian
can fulfill only by yielding to the
indwelling Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:4).
Destiny—He is fruitful (John



Always the Same

BY J. HAROLD GWYNNE

Jesus, the Christ, is the same always,
Always unchanging, always the

same;
The same yesterday, the same today,
The same forever—blest be His

name!

Always the Saviour, merciful, kind,
Forever seeking the lost;
Who gave His life our ransom to gain;
On Calvary’s tree paid the cost.

Always the Healer of body and mind;
Restorer of spirit and soul;
With God-given power the demons

cast out;
Over winds and waves had control.

Always the Teacher of God’s living
Word;

The Way, the Truth, and the Life.
Who alone gives to us His abiding

peace;
In a world of evil and strife.

Always the Comrade along life’s road;
Our companion of every known way,
Who promised never to leave us alone,
But to walk by our side every day.

Always unchanging, always the same,
Through all time and eternity;
Whose mercy and love never fail—
So may our love be to Thee! �


