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Minute Meditations

God Calls for Justice
BY

WILLARD A. SCOFIELD

3 June 2012—Read Exodus 23:2. In making decisions
about moral issues, we must depend on God’s Word and
seek His will. The majority opinion may be wrong. Our
friends may mislead us. We may be persecuted for standing up for an opinion that God has revealed to us. However, if we stand true, the Lord will bless us, and we will
have peace in our hearts.
10 June 2012—Read Leviticus 19:34. Here is a clear
command about how to treat strangers among us. God’s
people Israel needed to remember that they were once
aliens in Egypt. If a person needs food, we should share;
if someone needs friendship, we should be his friend. Later, Jesus would teach us that we should love our neighbor as ourselves.
17 June 2012—Read Leviticus 25:10. The Year of Jubilee suggests an occasion to start anew. We may use
New Year’s Day or a birthday to review what has taken
place in our lives. Some bad habits we have acquired
should change. Some things that we have neglected
should be given priority. We must ask the Lord to help us
make the right changes.
24 June 2012—Read Deuteronomy 10:12. To fear the
Lord is to make Him all-important in our lives. As we would
work to please a spouse whom we love deeply, so we
should gladly serve our Lord. God’s will is so important to
us that we gladly give our best to Him. We want our lives
to count for His glory.
1 July 2012—Read I Samuel 7:3. The Old and New Testaments reveal a God who calls us to repent and turn to
Him. He will forgive our sins. He will help us start a new
relationship with Him. As the father in Jesus’ parable ran
to meet his prodigal son, so God loves His people and
takes the initiative to bring them to Himself.
8 July 2012—Read II Samuel 23:3. We must seek men
of God to lead organizations in our society. That is especially true in our churches but also in the society in general. We should support them in an election and in their
service. Leaders who are men and women of God will
make a difference.
15 July 2012—Read I Kings 3:28. The king had just settled a dispute that permitted a mother to reclaim the baby
who was rightfully hers. When the people heard of the
king’s decision, they understood that he governed with
the wisdom of God. They could follow him with confidence. They could count on him to make good decisions.
He would be an example the people could follow.
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22 July 2012—Read II Kings 8:6. Widows were at a
special disadvantage in this period. It was the challenge to God’s people to help them. In this case the
government restored the income from this widow’s
property that came in during her absence. The wider
application of this teaching is that God is the Friend of
the weak and disadvantaged. He calls on His people to
be the same.
29 July 2012—Read II Chronicles 19:6. The king reminded his judges that they were not serving men but
the Lord. They could not let others influence them, nor
could they accept bribes. We too must realize that our
work is for the Lord. We receive wages for our work, but
every believer should think of his work as an offering to
the Lord.
5 August 2012—Read Psalm 146:5, 7. We are reminded in these verses that God is the Friend of the oppressed
and those in need. He gives food to the hungry by moving the hearts of people who are open to His call. If we
give generously to those in need and seek justice for
those who have not been treated well, we are the friends
of God.
12 August 2012—Read Isaiah 9:6. Christians believe
that these words point to Christ. Some were fulfilled at His
first coming, when He came as a baby and eventually died
on the cross for our sins. Others describe His role as
Mighty God and Prince of Peace when He comes to earth
a second time. All of the promises in this verse will one
day be fulfilled.
19 August 2012—Read Jeremiah 23:5. This passage
looks forward to the eternal reign of Christ. We shall understand what God’s will is for this earth. In a world that
may have a population greater than ours, there will be an
abundance of food and all that we need. There will be a
system of government that will enable all to find peace
and joy. We do not know the details about how or when
this will happen. But it is a promise of God, and His promises will be fulfilled.
26 August 2012—Read Ezekiel 34:23. This verse points
to the time when there will be one Shepherd. Instead of
the multitude of beliefs that compete for our attention,
there will be one way and one truth. The one Shepherd,
the Lord Jesus Christ, shall lead His people. We shall discover what God meant for His people when He created
them in the Garden of Eden. Our world will truly become
the kingdom of God. ★
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The True Nature of Christian Freedom
BY

N July 4 our country again celebrates its freedom anniversary.
Each year the festivities include backyard barbecues, parades, concerts,
fireworks, and so on. Also on the list
for many are opportunities to engage
in immoral activities. If believers raise
an objection, their unsaved peers
might claim that as free people, they
have the right to choose and publicly
flaunt lifestyles disapproved by God.
As Christians face increasingly complex ethical issues in a degenerate society, what counsel does God’s Word
give them? A useful starting point is the
Lord Jesus. After all, the Roman state
that controlled the Promised Land was
idolatrous and immoral. While the Saviour’s more immediate audience would
have been His fellow Jews, Rome’s influence could not be ignored.
The issue of freedom and slavery is

O

DAN LIOY, PH.D.

prominent in John 8:30-36. The Feast
of Tabernacles is the major event that
forms the backdrop (cf. 7:2). Despite
the threat of being arrested, the Redeemer still attended the Jewish festival. In addition, Jesus’ decision to
teach in the temple courts enraged the
religious hierarchy and incited squabbling among the laity concerning His
messianic identity. There were disputes over His testimony, His paternity, and the legitimacy of His claims.
After Jesus finished one discourse
(recorded in John 8:21-29), many people in the crowd put their faith in Him.
In verses 30 and 31, two slightly different Greek phrases are used for the
act of believing in the Messiah. The
Greek text says that some believed “in
Him” (vs. 30), while others only “believed Him” (vs. 31). The phrase “in
him” is found elsewhere in the fourth

From the Editor’s Desk
Summertime Is Here!
BY

DON RUFF

UMMER is now nigh at hand”
(Luke 21:30). Jesus said this, but
He was not proclaiming the onset of
the summer season in Israel. His subject was not summer at all.
Most of us enjoy the summer, with
its warmer weather, vacation trips, and
school on recess. Many of us would
gladly exclaim that “summer is now
nigh at hand!”
Jesus was telling a parable when He
said that. He meant that in the same
way that budding leaves on trees are a
sign that summer is on the way, so too
when believers see the signs Jesus
talked about in Luke 21:7-28, we know
Christ is coming again! The kingdom
of heaven is drawing near!
We do not know the exact time of
His return, although many have tried to
guess. No one is given this knowledge. According to Jesus Himself,
even He does not know (Mark 13:32;

S
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cf. Matt. 24:36; Acts 1:7).
Whatever your opinion on this subject is, it is more important to ask some
questions. Most important, are you
ready for His return? Do you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Saviour?
Today is the day to give your life to Him
(cf. Rom. 10:9).
Christian, are you giving yourself in
service to the building of His kingdom?
Summer can be a good time for churches to have outreach ministries to the unsaved. On page 38 of this issue of the
GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL TIMES, you can read an article titled “A Summer of Opportunity”
that could inspire you and give you
some ideas about evangelizing.
I hope you will enjoy this summer
and all the fun it can bring. And Lord
willing, you will find ways to serve God
at every opportunity. His eternal kingdom is now nigh at hand! ★

Gospel in key passages about belief
(for example, 3:16-17).
This information suggests that those
referred to in John 8:30 had a heart
knowledge of Jesus, while the group
described in verse 31 had merely acknowledged Him intellectually. To the
former the Messiah declared that by
continuing in His teaching, they showed
the genuineness of their decision to become His disciples. Conversely, those
who failed to persevere demonstrated
the superficiality of their faith.
Abiding in Jesus’ teachings was an
eternally serious matter. For instance,
those who remained unwavering in
their commitment to Him would come
to a fuller understanding of and appreciation for the truths He declared.
In point of fact, He is the truth (cf. John
14:6) and leads His followers (through
what He taught) to genuine and lasting
freedom from slavery to sin (8:32).
In contrast, possessing mere intellectual knowledge can never lead to the
same result, regardless of how scintillating that information might seem. Furthermore, there is no spiritual freedom
in possessing truth in the abstract philosophical sense. The focus in the fourth
Gospel is on the Person and work of the
Messiah. Only faith in Him can deliver
people from the darkness of sin.
Jesus’ listeners bristled at the notion of being set free, for it implied that
they were somehow in bondage. They
failed to realize that the Messiah was
speaking about slavery to sin. They
took His remarks concretely and narrowly as a reference to their political
and economic status as Jews. The
Saviour’s audience retorted that they
were descendants of Abraham and
had never been slaves to anyone.
This overly generalized assertion
failed to account for years of bondage to
such despotic rulers as the Assyrians
and Babylonians. The Jewish people
also had to endure occupation by the
Persians, Greeks, Syrians, and Romans.
In light of this long history of being oppressed, how could Jesus’ listeners sincerely claim never to have been anyone’s slaves? Perhaps it was because
they saw themselves as never having
adopted the gods of their captors.
When the Romans eventually succeeded in establishing control over the

Jewish people and their homeland,
the relationship was unceasingly turbulent. The captors kept an uneasy
peace with the Jews by generally giving the people the freedom to worship
as they wished and allowing them to
handle their own religious matters.
That small sense of freedom began to
break down, however, when the Roman
emperor Caligula (A.D. 37–41) threatened to put a statue of himself in the
temple to be worshipped. That event
surely contributed to the Jewish attempt to gain political freedom. The Romans then destroyed the Jewish temple
(A.D. 70) and later built on the site their
own shrine dedicated to Jupiter.
These sorts of events demonstrate
the tenacity of the Jewish people in
holding tightly to their time-honored
heritage. This included not only their
status as Abraham’s descendants but
also their reception of the covenants,
the law, the temple liturgy, and a host
of divine promises. In addition, the
Messiah was a descendant of Abraham (cf. Rom. 9:4-5).
This background information clarifies
why Jesus’ listeners took issue with His
statement about being set free (John
8:33). In response, Jesus explained that
He was talking about bondage to sin.
This was certainly the case for those
whose lifestyle was characterized by incessant wrongdoing (vs. 34). The latter
included a stubborn refusal to accept
Jesus’ messianic claims and authority
despite the mountain of confirming evidence. Only God’s intervention could
bring a change of heart.
The Son was unapologetic about
maintaining that even His Jewish listeners needed to be freed from sin, for He
knew that all had transgressed and fallen short of God’s glory (cf. Eccles. 7:20;
Isa. 59:2; Rom. 3:23). This continued to
SUMMER QUARTER 2012

be true regardless of a person’s physical ancestry. As long as Jesus’ critics remained in spiritual bondage to sin, they
could never enjoy a permanent status
within the family of God. In contrast, by
putting their faith in the Messiah, they
could be given the never-ending right to
become God’s children (John 8:35; cf.
1:12). Thus, only by trusting in the Son
could His listeners truly be released
from their bondage to sin (8:36).
Earlier it was noted that there are
many unbiblical ways in which the unsaved define freedom. In particular, it is
common for pagans to claim they have
the liberty to do what they please,
whenever they please, with whomever
they please. In this cultural context, it is
easy for new believers to feel confused,
especially as they try to live for the Lord
and be loyal to the state.
Regardless of whether they are new
to the faith or more seasoned, Christians need to recognize that the world’s
definition of freedom is different from
what the Lord Jesus was talking about.
In point of fact, ungodly ways of thinking and acting only cause more
bondage. Obviously, as noted above,
the Saviour had in mind something other than the ideas of an immoral society.
Unless we are guided by the words
and Spirit of Christ, we will use unbiblical notions of “freedom” as an excuse to satisfy our sinful desires. Freedom in Christ is not a license to sin (cf.
I Pet. 2:16). It is only when we come to
the Redeemer, accept the truth of His
words, and submit to His will for our
lives day by day and moment by moment that we will truly be free.
Thus, to know the Lord Jesus is to
know true and lasting freedom. Most of
the time, however, the full experience of
this freedom cannot be prayed about
once and then enjoyed perfectly forev-

er after. Even the Apostle Paul struggled with the tendency to sin (cf. Rom.
7:14-25). We need to turn to God continually and ask Him to help us experience true freedom in our Christian lives.
The preceding theological mind-set
can be found in I Peter 4:1-4, a passage originally addressed to believers
who were being persecuted for their
faith. When the apostle said that Jesus
“suffered for us in the flesh,” he was referring to the Saviour’s crucifixion and
death. The Messiah did not value His
physical life so much that He refused
to die on the cross, and His followers
were to adopt this same attitude. They
were to accept the fact that living and
dying for the cause of Christ were more
important than preserving their earthly
existence and independence.
As a result of experiencing unjust
suffering, the recipients of Peter’s letter
were more likely to spend their time on
earth doing what God wanted and not
doing the evil things that people wanted (I Pet. 4:2). The apostle said his
friends had already spent enough time
living like people who did not know the
Lord (vs. 3). At one time the Christians
had followed their evil desires. As pagans do today, they might have claimed
they had the freedom to participate in
lewd activities, get drunk, indulge in orgies, and carouse with others. The unsaved even worshipped idols.
The readers of Peter’s letter were
grateful that they no longer lived immorally. Of course, their unsaved acquaintances did not understand why
they would abandon sin. Those who
opposed the faith were shocked that
God’s people refused to do the wasteful things they did. That is why the former friends of the Asia Minor Christians maligned them for their virtuous
behavior (I Pet. 4:4).
An important part of military training
is learning how to represent your branch
of service in the public’s eye. Every
drunken soldier or sailor tarnishes the
reputation of all other service personnel.
The same principle applies to believers
who claim to be free in Christ.
Jesus wants us to use our spiritual liberty to excel in good deeds and charitable words and service even when we are
provoked and ridiculed. In certain social
settings, this is an extremely difficult assignment. Sometimes we fail, and the
devil chalks up another victim. Each day
calls for commitment, courage, prayer,
and faith. Jesus goes into spiritual battle
with us. Only in His strength can we do
what His Word tells us. ★
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Coping Triumphantly
BY

CENTURIES-OLD maxim says,
“Time and tide wait for no man.”
We live in the present, but the present
is nothing more than the cutting edge
of the future. Time marches on, and so
do we, be it ever so gradually. As time
goes by, most things change. The only
unchanging things (and I am loath to
call them things) are our heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
Word of God (Ps. 119:89 Mal. 3:6;
Heb. 13:8).
God, being eternal, is beyond time;
but we are not. We are born, live, and
will die in time. Someone has said
there are seven ages to life: infant, toddler, child, adolescent, adult, senior
citizen, and “My, but aren’t we looking
well today!” Call them ages, stages, or
cycles, we pass through them with
their transition points as we grow older. Not every part of life is necessarily
pleasant. Often many tears are shed.
Some changes come quickly and
unannounced, while others can be
seen approaching from afar, allowing
one to make preparation.
Change is very much a part of our
lives. We need to be aware of it and
even to plan accordingly, if we can.
Some live as though they will never be
unemployed and without income, so
they never save for the proverbial rainy
day or retirement. Some live as though
they will never die and thus do not
think much about it or make preparation for it.

A
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DARRELL W. MCKAy, M.A.

What are some of the changes that
life holds for us as time goes by? There
are, of course, the various and rapid
changes of childhood: preschool,
kindergarten, elementary, middle, and
high school. At that point some will enter the workforce, marry, settle down
and raise a family. Others will add college or university to that mix.
When school days are over, there is
a fairly sudden transition to the workforce, which requires a different mindset and dedication if one wants to stay
employed. Moving out of the nest and
being on one’s own is a life-changing
event, as are marrying and having
children.
The adult years have their own set
of challenges—physical, financial, and
emotional. At some point, if health remains, there is the passage from being employed to being retired, which
presents a whole new range of challenges after a lifetime of employment.
If one spouse has stayed at home
while the other worked, perhaps for
several decades, there will be adjustments that need to be made when
both are at home.
Hopefully, there is a period of time
preceding death. Of course, for the
Christian, the approach of death is not
the specter it is for those who have, as
Paul wrote, “no hope” (I Thess. 4:13).
The Christian does, however, need to
deal with the inevitable “graduation” to
glory that could occur at any moment.

These are some of the transition
points in life that can be a real challenge if one has not prepared for them.
Are there any guidelines to follow; is
there a blueprint to consult; can we
find help in navigating the course of
our lives? The answer is yes, and we
now turn to such things.
As Christians, we are people of the
Book. It is unthinkable to try and live
our lives without consulting what
some have termed the Owner’s Manual. From Scripture we learn we were
created by God (Gen. 1:27). Paul proclaimed the Unknown God to the
Athenians: “And [God] hath made of
one blood all nations of men for to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and
hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation” (Acts 17:26). This verse virtually shouts that God is sovereign over
His creation. He appoints times and
places. While the verse is primarily
seen as referring to nations, one can
secondarily take from it that individuals are placed upon this earth at the
time and place of God’s choosing (cf.
Esther 4:14).
If that is so, we have a God-given purpose for the God-given life that we
have, and we need to look to Him for the
day-to-day guidance we need. God’s
words to David were “I will instruct thee
and teach thee in the way which thou
shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye”
(Ps. 32:8). I once heard Dr. Warren
Wiersbe preach on this verse and he
said something like “If we are going to
be guided by the eye of God, we need
to be looking into His face.”
The human author of Psalm 119
knew the importance of the Word of
God, and many today know and use
the verse “Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path” (vs.
105). Prior to their entering the next
stage of their lives by crossing the Jordan, Moses told the Israelites how important God’s Word was for them. He
said, “For it is not a vain thing for you;
because it is your life: and through this
thing ye shall prolong your days in the
land” (Deut. 32:47). If the Word of God
was their life, is this not true for our
lives as well?
Joshua’s success in life and in leading Israel was dependent on his ad-

hering to the Word of God (Josh. 1:8).
Kings were to have their own personal copy, consulting it for daily living
and ruling according to it (Deut. 17:1820). Examples could be multiplied.
Those who are fairly young and
planning their lives should look ahead
through the dual lenses of faith and
Scripture—faith that the Bible is the
Word of God and faith that it is applicable for today. The above examples
should be sufficient to see that God,
who made them and has numbered
their days (cf. Ps. 139:16), has given
the key to their lives and stands ready
to help in the transitions of life. What
should I do in life? What and where
should I study? Should I marry and if
so to whom? These and other questions the young often ask are questions God wants to supply answers for.
Guidance can be found in God’s Word.
Navigating the changes from one
part of life to another should be anticipated and planned for. School days
will be over at some point, and then for
most it is into the workplace. Pray for
a sense of God’s leading, and then
look for the answers (cf. Ps. 5:3).
Sometimes the answer comes quite
rapidly and without a lot of effort; other times one must ask, seek, and
knock (Matt. 7:7).
There was a time—now in the past
for most people—when a son would
work at his father’s craft and practice
it his entire life. Now, people often
move not only from house to house
but from job to job as well. Career
changes are more common today.
Some are voluntary, others due to economic or other circumstances. Life
has its disruptions, and the way is not
always smooth—hence the need to be
in close fellowship with the Lord and
to have faith that He will see you
through whatever lies ahead.
Beyond the occasional rough rapids
in life’s stream, as life goes on, the inevitability of retirement looms on the
horizon. Life is like a river picking up
speed as it goes along. Those in middle age should be doing what they can
to plan ahead for when their working
days are over. Where will you live?
What will you live on? How will you occupy your time? Such questions need
to be addressed early on.
This is where faith in a sovereign
God means so much; but here is a
word of caution. There are those who
did not plan ahead except to say that
God would provide for them. The time
came to retire, sometimes involuntariSUMMER QUARTER 2012

ly, and they found they had not saved
for retirement. Now they struggle.
They realize they should have done
some preparation and planning. God
gives each of us a brain, and one of the
uses of it is to think and plan ahead (cf.
Luke 14:28, 31). This does not negate
the need for faith, but a cooperative effort is needed.
The final and ultimate transition in life
is the departure from this earthly phase
of our lives into the very presence of
God. As this is being written, two acquaintances of mine have just entered
eternity. One was a beloved brother in
the faith who lived long and served his
Master well. There is no doubt he is in
Christ’s presence. The other was a man
who, though having heard the gospel
message numerous times, never gave
his life to Christ (at least to my knowledge). My hope is that in his final days
he reached out to Jesus.
The point here is that life’s duration
is an unknown to us. None should be
caught off guard. Death is not a maybe
for us. Remember the old adage that
tells us that only two things in life are
sure—death and taxes.
Death is life’s final transition, and
thought and planning need to precede
it. By that I mean that one should recognize that life has its end. The Bible
clearly states there are only two possibilities for the soul beyond death.
One is heaven; the other is hell. Not
many sermons focus on hell these
days, or so it seems. Maybe that is one
reason for the weakness of the church
in its struggle to survive; but that is another topic.
Death or the rapture is in one’s future. Either can be planned for. Here
again is where Scripture and faith
must work together. Believing that the
Bible is the Word of God and that what
is found therein is true, it behooves
one to follow the path that avoids hell.
It is laid out for us in Scripture. It is,
simply put, recognizing one’s sinfulness and, with repentance for sin, surrendering one’s life to Christ.
When that has happened to a person, he finds the terror of death fades
and the anticipation of being with Christ
takes over. The promises of Scripture
become very meaningful to a child of
God; and though there are still questions about death, there is also a peace
that invades the heart and a looking forward to what God has for one.
I will close with a brief word about
how I have approached life’s cycles,
turning points, and graduations. Upon

my surrender to Christ and still without
much theological understanding, I believed God might use me. I was eager to
see how. I looked daily in God’s Word for
some hint, sign, or suggestion that was
from God. I looked at life’s opportunities
as well as coming from God. Later, in
Bible school, I looked forward with great
anticipation to what sort of ministry the
Lord had for me, as well as where it
might be. It was really an exciting time,
and God did not disappoint.
As my life and ministry went on, I
continued to look to the Word with the
eye of faith. Even today I still have a
sense of anticipation about the future,
for I have learned over the years that
God’s will is challenging, thrilling, often demanding, but never dull. God
gives meaning to all phases of life, for
He planned it with a purpose. With His
help, we can cope with all things and
do so triumphantly. ★

Our Doctrinal
Statement
1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.
2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.
7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.
8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.
9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.
10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.
—Union Gospel Press Division
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The Father as Patriarch
BY

EING a father is a serious responsibility. A father has the awesome
task of providing a safe, healthy, and
nurturing home environment for children.
If you buy a new car, you get an
owner’s manual that tells you how to
use all the car’s gadgets and features.
When you become a new father, however, the hospital does not give you an
owner’s manual. The most awesome
responsibility you will ever have has
just been thrust into your life, and you
are on your own, ready or not.
However, you are not really on your
own. The Bible has some vital information that can help you know the
kind of father you are to be. The Bible
will not tell you how to change diapers, but it will tell you other things
you need to know to be a good and
godly father.
The Apostle Paul gave specific instructions for fathers. He told them not
to provoke their children (Eph. 6:4). By
saying this, he was warning fathers not
to impose unrealistic demands or unreasonable rules on their children. Fathers certainly have the responsibility
to set the rules (in too many families
the children set their own rules), but
unreasonable and dogmatic rules can
cause children to become “discouraged” (Col. 3:21). Reasonable rules
set the boundaries and show children
that Dad and Mom really care about
them.
In biblical times, the father was the
“patriarch” of the family—a word that
refers to a family ruler. However, when
the Apostle Paul talked about the father’s role in the home, he said nothing about rulership or dominion. What
he did say is that a husband is to love
his wife (Eph. 5:25, 33).
Paul said that the relationship between a father and his children is to be
reciprocal. For their part, children are
to obey and honor their parents (Eph.
6:1-2). However, the father also has a
responsibility. As the head of the family (5:23), he is responsible for the spiritual welfare of his wife and children.
He is the spiritual leader, and as such
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he is to fill the role of priest to his family.
In Old Testament times, the priest
was a vital link between the people
and God. The father is to be that link.
He is to plead with God for his children, and he is also to plead with his
children on behalf of God. Paul said
the Christian father is to raise his children in the “nurture and admonition of
the Lord” (Eph. 6:4). Basically, this
refers to spiritual teaching and training. The home is the best place for this
training to happen; but according to
Deuteronomy 6:7, it should also be
happening during the normal routines
of daily life.
The book of Proverbs gives one
reason why it is so important for fathers to teach their children Christian
principles: “Train up a child in the way
he should go: and when he is old, he
will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6).
This is not a promise that teaching
children the right way is a guarantee
that they will never stray, but it is a

promise that even if adult children
stray from the right way, they will always remember the teachings they
received in the home. Whether or not
they respond to what they were
taught is up to them, but they will never be able to get away from what they
learned in the home.
When I reflect on the ways that God
has blessed my life, I am convinced
that one of the greatest blessings is
that I was raised in a Christian home.
God blessed me with a Christian father
who instilled in me Christian values
from my childhood.
Some of my earliest recollections
are of the family altar. Our family would
gather every day to read the Bible and
pray. At the time, I would rather have
been outdoors playing ball. But my father recognized that calling the family
together for this time of devotions was
an important part of his role as patriarch.
Many fathers have abdicated the
role of patriarch in favor of the role of

provider. When fathers have to choose
between spending time with their family or working overtime to earn more
money, too many of them choose the
money. Then they are surprised when
their children feel alienated and rejected and embrace values that are totally opposite the values the fathers talk
about but do not model in the home!
FLAWED BIBLICAL FATHERS
Eli was high priest when Samuel
was born. He was a godly man who
took Samuel under his wing and
helped mold him into one of the most
outstanding men of the biblical period.
At the same time, Eli was a terrible father. His sons were rebellious and evil
(I Sam. 2:22). When Eli tried to correct
them, they treated him with contempt
and scorn (vss. 23-25). It was a case
of too little too late.
Of course, this does not mean that
every father who has a rebellious son
bears the blame. Each person is free to
choose his own path in life. Some children respond positively to the “nurture
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
Others, even though exposed to godly
instruction and a positive example,
choose to reject and rebel. Two sons
from the same family may choose to
take totally different paths in life. One
may choose the path of righteousness,
while the other ends up in prison.
Eli failed as a father because he did
not effectively instruct his sons in the
way of righteousness. Then he made a
double fault by not disciplining them
when they did wrong. God told
Samuel, “I will judge his house for ever
for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile,
and he restrained them not” (I Sam.
3:13).
There is a message here for fathers
today: “Spare the rod, and spoil the
child.” That sounds like Proverbs, but
it really is from Samuel Butler (1612–
1680). However, Solomon did say
something very similar: “He that
spareth his rod hateth his son: but he
that loveth him chasteneth him betimes” (Prov. 13:24).
A father does his child serious harm
when he does not correct and discipline sinful behavior. A father may
withhold discipline or simply look the
other way because he wants to be his
son’s buddy or pal and he wants his
son to think he is “neat.” However, a
son needs a father, not a buddy. One
of the father’s primary roles is to set
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the rules of the home, as well as limits
and boundaries; then he needs to be
faithful to correct and to discipline
when the rules are broken.
Eli had made flagrant mistakes in
not correcting and disciplining his
sons, and he reaped the serious consequences of that mistake.
Some have argued that even though
Samuel was faithful and conscientious
in following God’s will for his life and in
motivating others to follow God’s will,
when it came to his own sons, he
could be compared to an absentee father. It could be argued that despite
being an excellent role model, he was
never home.
Fathers like Eli, and perhaps
Samuel, are like a carpenter whose
family lives in a rundown house, or a
dentist whose children have rotten
teeth, or a pastor who spends so
much time dealing with the problems
of other people that he does not recognize that there are problems in his
own family. It could be argued that
Samuel had time to deal with everyone
else’s problems but did not effectively
correct and discipline his own sons.
When Samuel became too old to
carry out the twin duties of judge and
prophet, he appointed his sons to be
Israel’s judges. This was a questionable action, since God appointed
judges. While Samuel was a man of
impeccable character, his sons were
greedy and corrupt. “His sons walked
not in his ways” (I Sam. 8:3). They
“took bribes, and perverted judgment.” The wickedness of Samuel’s
sons was one of the reasons given by
the people when they requested a
king. They did not want to be judged
by Samuel’s wicked sons. Maybe it
was a legitimate reason, or maybe it
was simply an excuse. Either way,
Samuel opened the door by failing to
thoroughly guide his sons.
When raising children, more is
caught than taught. Many fathers say
“Do as I say, not as I do,” but that is
never effective. Children—especially
young children—learn by example.
They mimic the behaviors and even
the attitudes of their father.
A father with a young son had a
smoking problem. He knew he should
stop for the sake of his health, but the
addiction’s hold was too strong. Then
one day he saw his young son going
through the motions of pretending that
he was smoking, just like Dad. That
was enough to convince this father
that he needed to set a better exam-

ple for his son.
David was Israel’s greatest king, a
man of exceptional talent, courage,
and determination. However, as a father, he does not score very high
marks. One of his sons, Amnon, raped
his own sister. In retaliation, another
son, Absalom, murdered Amnon. Later, Absalom led a revolt against David
because he wanted to be king.
Certainly, David cannot be blamed
for all the evil his sons did. However,
the pattern of violence in his family
sends a strong message that he did a
poor job of teaching his children to live
for and serve the Lord.
MODEL BIBLICAL FATHER
In many respects, Joseph is the forgotten man of the New Testament. He
played a pivotal role in the early years
of Jesus’ life, but then he simply disappears from the biblical record. The
assumption is that he died while Jesus
was still a teenager.
Joseph was a man of exceptional
character. He was a “just man” (Matt.
1:19), which means he was a man of
principle who always wanted to do the
right thing—even when that was difficult.
After Jesus was bor n, Joseph
proved to be a protective father. When
his Son was threatened, he was willing
to do whatever needed to be done to
keep his Son safe.
In an age when many fathers abuse
their own children emotionally and even
physically, it is important that every father recognize his role as protector of
his children. The father is always to put
himself between his children and danger. That is true whether the danger is
physical, emotional, or spiritual.
Joseph had exceptional spiritual
sensitivity. His heart and his mind were
open to divine direction. Four times
during the first few years of Jesus’ life,
Joseph received a message from an
angel. He always acted on what he
was told to do.
It should be no surprise, then, that
as an adult, Jesus was a Man of exceptional character who was intent on
doing the will of His heavenly Father.
Joseph also had other children who
grew up to be good men.
Being a father is serious business.
The way a father carries out his
parental task as patriarch has a lot to
do with the kinds of teenagers and
adults his children will become. ★
(137) 9

Hocking Hills
BY

DAN HOLLAND

Ash Cave

OCKING HILLS STATE PARK is an
area of stunning natural beauty
tucked away in the Appalachian foothills
of southeast Ohio. The region is filled
with dense forests, rugged gorges, waterfalls, recess caves, towering ledges,
and miles of hiking trails. It is one of
Ohio’s top family vacation destinations.
For my money, this is the most scenic
area in Ohio—a rare gem of nature
tucked away in a remote and densely
wooded corner of the state. The region
attracts droves of hikers, photographers,
outdoor enthusiasts, and nature lovers.
Hocking Hills State Park consists of
more than 2,300 forested acres just
south of Logan, Ohio, off U.S. Route
33. The park includes five natural scenic areas: Old Man’s Cave, Ash Cave,
Cedar Falls, Rock House, and Cantwell
Cliffs. A pair of impressive state nature
preserves also grace the region: Conkle’s Hollow and Rockbridge. The
Wyandot Indians called the area
“hockhocking,” which means bottleshaped in reference to the unique contours of the Hocking River Valley.
Vacationers will want to first stop at
the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center, located on Ohio 664 about ten miles
south of Logan, for hiking information
and brochures on area attractions. A
nature center here illustrates the geology of the park and features displays
on the human history of the region and
native wildlife. A gift shop, snack bar,
and restrooms are available.
Old Man’s Cave is considered the
heart of Hocking Hills State Park. The
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area can be divided into five major sections: Upper Falls, Upper Gorge, Middle
Falls, Lower Falls, and Lower Gorge. A
series of rock-hewn steps, man-made
tunnels, arched stone bridges, and hiking trails lead visitors through the rocky
chasm. Most hikers begin at Upper
Falls—one of the most photographed
spots in the state—and continue down
along the creek to Old Man’s Cave. The
massive sandstone recess cave, which
sits about midway through the gorge,
was named for a hermit who made his
home under the huge overhang during
the late 1800s. The formation rises 75
feet above Old Man’s Creek and arches
more than 200 feet across.
The Gorge Trail continues down to
Lower Falls, a thirty-foot-high cascade
that plunges past Sphinx Head and
other aptly named rock formations. The
lesser-known Broken Rock Falls can be
accessed via a short hike through a
side hollow from Lower Gorge. The
Gorge Trail—which continues to Cedar
Falls and Ash Cave—is part of the
Buckeye Trail, a 1,200-mile circular
route that weaves through the entire
state. The 3-mile jaunt from Lower Falls
to Cedar Falls is one of the area’s most
popular and scenic day hikes.
Ash Cave is the largest recess cave in
Ohio and one of the state’s most awesome natural wonders. The only sound
you will hear when entering this massive
700-foot-long overhang is the crunching
of sand underfoot and the gentle dripping of a 90-foot-high waterfall that
sprinkles from the top of the formation.

The spot was named by early explorers
who found huge piles of wood ash at the
site—apparently left behind by Native
Americans who used the cave as a shelter. Pulpit Rock is a huge slump block on
the cave floor that was utilized for Sunday worship services during the 1800s.
The natural acoustics of Ash Cave
provide an ideal setting for large gatherings. Two spots in the cave are known
as whispering galleries—areas where a
whispered message can be heard from
a distance. Two trails lead from the
parking area off Ohio Route 56 to the
formation: the wheelchair-accessible
quarter-mile-long Ash Cave Gorge Trail
and the rugged half-mile-long Ash
Cave Rim Trail, which traces along the
top of the cave. A scenic picnic area
with rustic shelters is located across
the road from the parking lot.
Cedar Falls is located midway between Old Man’s Cave and Ash Cave
along Ohio Route 374. Numerous
hemlock trees fill the narrow gorge surrounding this fifty-foot-high “split face”
waterfall. The site was named by early
settlers who mistakenly identified the
hemlock trees as cedars. Cedar
Falls—which is the largest cascade in
the Hocking Hills region—sits at the
top of the scenic Queer Creek Gorge.
A gristmill operated alongside the fastmoving stream above the falls during
the mid-1800s. The foundation of the
mill can still be seen at the location
along with the original burr stones.
Rock House is the park’s only true
“cave” in the traditional sense of the
word. It consists of a tunnellike cavity situated midway up a 150-foot cliff. The
formation features seven natural openings that provide spectacular views into
the hemlock-filled gorge below. Native
Indian tribes apparently used the shelter,
as evidenced by the rectangular troughs
chiseled out of the stone floor. The depressions were used to catch water that
permeates through the porous sandstone cave walls. It is also believed that
various hominy-holes in the rear of the
formation served as baking ovens.
Rock House became a known travel
destination in 1835 when a sixteen-room
hotel—complete with a ballroom, a livery
stable, and a U.S. post office—was built
near the site. At one point, Rock House
gained the unflattering designation “Rob-

bers Roost” as bootleggers, horse
thieves, robbers, and other outlaws were
known to take up residence in the cave.
Cantwell Cliffs is the least visited
unit of Hocking Hills State Park due to
its location seventeen miles north of
Old Man’s Cave. This steep-walled
gorge features two enormous recess
caves, waterfalls, and a scenic walking trail along the canyon floor. Hikers
here must first navigate a narrow,
rock-hewn staircase through the upper ledges known as “Fat Woman’s
Squeeze.” The trails here are perhaps
the most rugged and challenging
among the park’s five natural areas.
Conkle’s Hollow State Nature Preserve is located a few miles north of Old
Man’s Cave and occupies land adjacent
to the state park. Hikers entering this
deep, narrow canyon can view sheer
rock faces rising up 200 feet—some of
the highest cliffs in the state. Massive
slump blocks and boulders litter the
gorge floor, while trees clinging to the
top of the precipitous ledges seem to
peer back down. The chasm eventually
narrows into sheer, vertical rock walls
with a small waterfall at its end.
Adventurous hikers will want to ascend to the Rim Trail, which consists of a
two-and-a-half-mile loop that traces
around the top of the gorge. Hikers who
make it up the hundreds of wooden steps
to the top are rewarded with stunning
views of the canyon and the surrounding
state forestlands. A rock climbing and

Upper Falls, Old Man’s Cave
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rappelling area is located about one mile
east of Conkle’s Hollow along Big Pine
Road. Be sure to bring a light jacket during the summer when entering Conkle’s
Hollow, as temperatures within the gorge
can be up to twenty degrees cooler.
For those seeking solitude, I recommend a visit to Rockbridge State Nature Preserve, just off U.S. Route 33
near the small town of Rockbridge,
Ohio. A one-mile trail, although somewhat narrow and arduous, leads
through farm fields and thick forest to
the largest “rock bridge” in the state.
The massive sandstone arch, located
near the Hocking River, is more than
one hundred feet long and spans fifty
feet above a plunge pool below.
Ohio Route 374 between Rockbridge and Ash Cave provides one of
the region’s most scenic drives as it
bobs and weaves through the 9,000acre Hocking State Forest.
Hocking Hills State Park maintains a
large family campground and forty cottages. The latter are available for rent
year-round. The Hocking Hills Dining
Lodge offers a restaurant, a game room,
and a large outdoor pool but no overnight
lodging. Popular area accommodations
include bed-and-breakfasts, country
inns, and countless privately owned cabins and chalets that dot the surrounding
hills. Motels, shopping areas, and restaurants are plentiful nearby in the cities of
Logan and Lancaster.
Other area attractions include the
Hocking Valley Scenic Railroad in Nelsonville, swimming at Lake Logan, canoeing on the Hocking
River, and horseback riding
and rock climbing in Hocking
State Forest. Sheick Hollow
and Little Rocky Hollow are
two undeveloped nature preserves that lie within the state
forest boundaries. The preserves are not open to the general public but can be explored
by individuals or groups who
obtain a special permit from the
Ohio Division of Natural Areas
and Preserves.
Other area state parks include Burr Oak State Park,
Lake Hope State Park, and Tar
Hollow State Park. The
Athens district of Wayne National Forest lies about twenty miles east of Hocking Hills
State Park. General recreational activities in the forest
include hiking, mountain biking, horseback riding, pic-

nicking, and camping. There also are
many miles of trails suitable for all-terrain vehicles (ATVs).
Lancaster is located twenty-five miles
north of Hocking Hills State Park along
U.S. Route 33. Situated along the Hocking River, the city’s dominant natural feature is Point Pleasant, a 250-foot-high
cliff that offers outstanding views of the
town and the Hocking River Valley. Lancaster is the birthplace of Civil War General William Tecumseh Sherman. The
Sherman House, built in 1811, displays
many Civil War mementos, furnishings,
and antiques. Tours are available to the
public from early April until December. A
combination ticket can be purchased for
the Sherman House and the Georgian,
an 1832 Federal-style house that features period furnishings and an antique
glass collection.
Chillicothe is located thirty miles
west of the Hocking Hills area in a scenic wooded valley. One of the town’s
main attractions is Adena Mansion
and Gardens, the former home of
Thomas Worthington, sixth governor
of Ohio. The 1807 Georgian stone
mansion features 300 acres of gardens, interactive exhibits, a museum,
and an education center. A sweeping
view from the property is said to have
inspired the landscape depicted on
the great seal of the state of Ohio.
Hopewell Culture National Historic
Park preserves the geometrical earthworks and burial mounds of the Hopewell Indians. The tribe is thought to have
inhabited the area between 200 B.C. and
A.D. 500. Situated four miles north of
Chillicothe on Ohio Route 104 alongside
the Scioto River, the site boasts twentythree earthen mounds, a visitor center,
and a museum. Numerous artifacts recovered from the site are on display.
“Tecumseh!” is a live historical drama
about the life of the famed Shawnee Indian leader. The outdoor production
runs nightly during the summer season
at the 1,800-seat Sugarloaf Mountain
Amphitheatre. The attraction includes a
gift shop, museum, and restaurant.
For campground or cabin reservations at Ohio state parks, call 1-866644-6727, or go on-line at www.
ohiostateparks.org. The Hocking Hills
Tourism association can be reached at
1-800/HOCKING, or visit them on the
Internet at www.1800hocking.com.
Hocking Hills State Park is open yearround and has no entrance fees.
One week should be a sufficient
amount of time to explore the region’s
various natural and historic sites. ★
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Sargon II: Missing Assyrian King
Found at Khorsabad and Ashdod
BY

THE EXCAVATION OF
KHORSABAD
Bible critics once claimed that Isaiah erroneously identified “Sargon”
(Sargon II) as a “king of Assyria” (cf.
Isa. 20:1). Since this single Old Testament Bible verse was the only known
reference to such a person, the critics
concluded he never existed—that is,
until Paul-Émile Botta excavated the
ancient Assyrian city of Dur-Sharrukin,
or “Sargonsburg” (modern Khorsabad, Iraq), in the mid-nineteenth century.
In 1842, Botta was sent to Mosul,
Iraq, as the consul in France’s consulate there. As the site of ancient
Mesopotamia, Iraq was known to be
fertile ground for large-scale excavations. Consequently, when Botta arrived at his new post, his assigned duties involved both diplomacy and
archaeology.
Mosul is located some 220 miles
northwest of Baghdad. The city lies on
the west bank of the Tigris River just
opposite the ancient site of Nineveh.
In Botta’s time, however, the exact location of Nineveh had not yet been established (Vos, Archaeology in Bible
Lands, Moody).
Botta began excavating at Nineveh
in late 1842, but he abandoned the
huge 1,800-acre site after three
months of digging in an unproductive
part of the mound. In the meantime,
the archaeologist-diplomat learned
from one of his workers that sculptures had been discovered in Khorsabad, about fourteen miles northeast
of his current dig site. Botta excavated Khorsabad with great success from
1843 to 1845.
Architect Victor Place followed up
Botta’s Khorsabad excavations from
1852 to 1855. Regrettably, the bulk of
Place’s substantial finds at Khorsabad
were lost in a collision on the Tigris
during their shipment to Paris. However, based on his own systematic
study, Place drew a detailed reconstruction of the ground plan of Sar12 (140)
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gon’s palace complex that served future excavators well.
Work at Khorsabad languished for
nearly seventy-five years until the Oriental Institute of the University of
Chicago resumed excavations in
1928. Under the leadership of Edward
Chiera and Henri Frankfort, many new
sculptures and Assyrian texts were
uncovered, one of the most significant
of which was the so-called Khorsabad
King List, found during the 1932–33
season. The list of Assyrian monarchs
unearthed in Sargon’s palace laid the
foundation for understanding the
chronological progression of Assyrian
history and the succession of the empire’s kings (Vos).
THE ROYAL CITY OF
“SARGONSBURG”
During Botta’s excavations, he discovered the magnificent twenty-fiveacre palace complex of Sargon II, Assyrian ruler from 722 to 705 B.C. Prior
to Sargon’s reign, Assyrian kings had
established royal residences in three
principal cities. Ashur, the first capital
of Assyria, was followed by Calah
(now called Nimrud) and Nineveh. All
three cities served successively as
Sargon’s capital until he decided to
build a new capital and name it “Sargonsburg” to honor himself (Vos).
The palace complex was built half
inside and half outside the midsection
of the city’s northwest wall. It was
perched atop a solid-brick elevated
platform that rose to the same height
as the walls, each of which was almost a mile long and eighty feet thick.
In addition to the royal palace, the
complex included three small temples
and a ziggurat (a high staged tower)
(Vos).
Sargon himself lived in the royal residence at Khorsabad, but there is little
evidence that ordinary Assyrian citizens ever occupied the city. No streets
were uncovered there because the city
was never completed. Following Sargon’s death, his son and successor,

Sennacherib, abandoned construction at Khorsabad, preferring instead
to make Nineveh the permanent royal
city of the Assyrian Empire.
While Khorsabad the city never
reached the grandeur of ancient Nineveh, the text documents uncovered
there were more colossal than even
the thirty-ton human-headed winged
bulls that guarded the palace entrances.
Merrill F. Unger explained well the
importance of the textual discoveries
made at Khorsabad. He wrote: “Mention of [Sargon] in Isaiah 20:1 . . . was,
until the advent of modern archaeology, the only place in extant literature
where his name was known. Now,
however, thanks to Paul Emile Botta
. . . [and] the Oriental Institute of the
University of Chicago, Sargon II is one
of the best known of Assyrian emperors” (Unger, Archaeology and the Old
Testament, Zondervan).
Botta shipped his impressive Khorsabad discoveries to the Louvre in
Paris. Howard Vos noted that among
these treasures “were gigantic human-headed winged bulls (weighing
twenty to thirty tons or more) which
stood like sentinels at entrances to the
palace, and great slabs of bas-relief
bearing scenes of war and peace.
Such were the hallmarks of all the
great Assyrian palaces at Khorsabad,
Nineveh, and Calah [or Nimrud].” Botta’s greatest discoveries, however,
were the cuneiform texts and royal
records found in Sargon’s palace.
These include accounts of the fall of
Samaria and the conquest of Ashdod.
SARGON AND THE FALL OF
SAMARIA
One of the most significant historical
events of the Old Testament is the fall of
the northern kingdom of Israel to Assyria in 722 B.C. During the divided monarchy period that followed King Solomon’s
death, the nation of Israel split into two
separate kingdoms (cf. I Kings 11:31;
12:1-24). Judah, the southern kingdom,

kept Jerusalem as its capital. Samaria
was made the capital city of the northern kingdom of Israel.
Sargon decorated the walls of his
Khorsabad palace with texts and reliefs that extolled his military victories.
These textual records hold great significance for the study of Old Testament history. At the same time, they
raise some intriguing questions.
Among these important Khorsabad
inscriptions are the “Annals” and the
“Display Inscription,” both of which
glorify the accomplishments of Sargon. In both royal records, Sargon listed the conquest of Samaria as one of
his foremost achievements. He stated
in the Annals, “At the beginning of my
rule, in my first year of reign . . . Samerinai (the people of Samaria) . . . 27,
290 . . . who lived therein, I carried
away” (Unger).
In the Display Inscription, a summary of the hallmark events of his first fifteen years as king, Sargon asserted, “I
besieged and captured Samaria, carrying off 27,290 of the people who
dwelt therein. 50 chariots I gathered
from among them, I caused others to
take their [the deported inhabitants’]
portion, I set my officers over them
and imposed upon them the tribute of
the former king” (Unger).
On the basis of these inscriptions,
Sargon II went from near total obscurity as a ruler of Assyria to the monarch
who claimed conquest of the northern
kingdom of Israel. But Scripture states
in two passages that “Shalmaneser
king of Assyria” besieged Samaria for
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“three years” (II Kings 17:3-6; 18:911). Shalmaneser V was king of Assyria from 726 to 722 B.C.
It is important to note that neither of
the two passages cited above specifically credits Shalmaneser with the
conquest of Samaria. While monarchs
of antiquity often took credit for victories to which they were not entitled, a
different answer seems to apply here.
It is likely that both Shalmaneser V
and Sargon II were involved in the
siege of Samaria. The former was the
Assyrian king who began and oversaw much of the siege before his
death in 722 B.C. But the latter (Sargon II) may well have been the commanding Assyrian general who led the
siege and then succeeded Shalmaneser as king of Assyria when
Samaria finally capitulated.
AN ASSYRIAN PALACE AT
ASHDOD
According to Isaiah, “Sargon the
king of Assyria sent [‘Tartan,’ Sargon’s
commanding general]” who “fought
against Ashdod, and took it” (20:1).
Sargon launched three military campaigns into Canaan. During the first
two, he made Judah a vassal state and
Israel an Assyrian province. But in
712–711 B.C., it was a revolt involving
Ashdod that drew Sargon’s attention.
This is the campaign and victory
recorded in Isaiah 20:1.
The historicity of Isaiah’s account of
this event is now fully validated by archaeological discoveries. Sargon’s

Ashdod campaign is recorded at
Khorsabad, both in the Annals and in
the Display Inscription. These records
state that Sargon “stayed in the land”
while his commanding general (Tartan)
led the assault against Ashdod, just as
Isaiah says. Sargon probably remained at Khorsabad to oversee construction of his new palace complex.
Further archaeological support for
Isaiah 20:1 has also come from excavations at or close to Ashdod. First, at
Tel Ashdod (site of the ancient city itself) excavators in the 1960s uncovered a nine-inch square black basalt
victory stela fragment that refers to
some of Sargon’s conquests. And, as
Vos noted, the cuneiform fragment
“[confirms] the fact that Sargon took
the town [of Ashdod].” Two more fragments of the stela were subsequently
uncovered. According to Hershel
Shanks, until recently these three fragments were “the only archaeological
evidence of an Assyrian presence at
Ashdod” (Shanks, “Assyrian Palace
Discovered in Ashdod,” Biblical Archaeology Review, January/February
2007).
In 2003 and 2004, however, Elena
Kogan-Zahavi of the Israel Antiquities
Authority conducted the initial excavation of an Assyrian palace close to Tel
Ashdod. Kogan-Zahavi has “no
doubt” that the newly discovered
palace complex is of Assyrian construction and asserted that dating the
palace posed no problem. As she explained, “We know that in 712 B.C.
Ashdod revolted and that Sargon sent
in an army to quell the rebellion and
destroyed Ashdod, installing his own
governor for the city, so we know the
exact period the palace was built”
(Sudilovsky, “Assyrians in Ashdod,”
Biblical Archaeology Review,” November/December 2004).
While Isaiah 20:1 is the only Bible
passage that mentions Sargon by
name, some scholars believe Isaiah
also had Sargon’s conquests in mind
when he wrote chapters 9 and 10. Regardless of which Assyrian monarch is
in view, Isaiah’s meaning is clear. It
was God who used Assyria as the instrument of divine judgment upon the
sins of Israel and Judah (cf. Isa. 9:8—
10:4). And just as certainly, Isaiah
prophesied that God would judge the
boastful Assyrian kings for their arrogance and pride (10:5-19). In 612 B.C.,
the Babylonians did indeed crush Nineveh, the great capital of the once
mighty Assyrian Empire. ★
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The Importance of Speaking Love
BY

E all have heard the statistics:
there is the same rate of divorce
among professed believers as there is
among the unsaved. There are
churches divorced couples are now
attending with their new spouses or
those they are dating and hoping to
marry. The current trend among far too
many churches seems to be to simply
ignore messy marriage situations and
let happen whatever is going to happen. Sadly, looking the other direction
when it comes to these circumstances
does not help anyone.
Perhaps the most often used excuse for ending a marriage is “We do
not love each other anymore.” Since
when does this nullify what God has
said about a lifetime commitment to
each other? God ordained marriage to
be between a man and a woman, and
He intended the relationship to be permanent. When love is viewed as nothing more than an emotion, there will be
fluctuations. But when it is viewed as
a commitment, it will exhibit stability.
When we stay with our commitment,
the emotions often follow, and the
marriage succeeds.
It began with Adam and Eve: “And
the Lord God caused a deep sleep to
fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he
took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof; and the rib,
which the Lord God had taken from
man, made he a woman, and brought
her unto the man. And Adam said, This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of
my flesh: she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.
Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh”
(Gen. 2:21-24).
The expression of love between
husband and wife is extremely important. We all have heard of the man who
said to his wife on their wedding day,
“Honey, I love you. If I never tell you
anything different, just remember that,
because I will not be saying it again.”
We recognize that as an extreme situation, neither normal nor common.
There are marriages, however, in
which expressions of love have become rare and much of the emotion of
the relationship has been lost. We
need to speak love to one another.
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There are ways to speak love other
than with words. One thing that has
proved helpful in a large number of
marriages has been the willingness to
learn about and practice the love languages as explained by Dr. Gary
Chapman. In his initial book, The Five
Love Languages (Northfield Publishing), he delineated five specific avenues through which one can speak
love to one’s spouse. While some will
see this as too simplistic, there is merit in the basic principles he espoused.
Dr. Chapman listed the following
love languages: words of affirmation,
quality time, receiving gifts, acts of
service, and physical touch. It is not
my purpose to explain them in this article but to encourage everyone to
read his book and try what he proposes. My love language is words of affirmation. I find that sincere compliments given to me are remembered
and cherished for a long time. I discovered that my wife’s love language
is acts of service. I wish it had been
one of the others, but reality tells me
otherwise!
Because of this reality, you will find
me washing dishes regularly in order
to spare her from allergic reactions to
detergents and vacuuming the entire
house every Saturday evening. Why
did God not give her a special love for
receiving gifts or being touched in-

stead? Actually, I do not mind doing
these things for her; I am happy to express love this way. Dr. Chapman’s
premise is that instead of looking at
ways in which our spouse can show
love to us, we should look for ways in
which to express love to them.
The basic principle that we most often violate is this: we tend to think that
our love language is their love language; and that usually is not the case.
We must learn, therefore, to speak another language that will communicate
love to that other person. My wife appreciates words of affirmation too, but
they do not say nearly as much to her
as thoughtful acts of service do. Read
Dr. Chapman’s book and learn how to
discern your spouse’s love language;
then start doing what you need to do
in order to say you love him/her.
I believe God has given us a marriage manual in His Word: the book of
Song of Solomon. While it is true that
it does not detail most of what we face
in marital relationships, it does give us
at least one particular and important
principle—namely, that of complimenting and building up our spouse.
Life becomes too mundane in many
marriages, and husbands and wives
stop noticing the good qualities and
actions of their spouses. In not noticing, we neglect to make encouraging
comments, which can lead to discour-

agement in the spouse.
Chuck Swindoll, in the introduction
to this book in his Living Insights Study
Bible (Zondervan), wrote, “This lyric
poem in dialogue form has been the
target of some of the most ingenious
interpretations imaginable. It is quite
likely that Solomon himself would be
stunned to hear some of them! It
seems best that we allow Solomon’s
song to simply say what it says rather
than attempting to force on these eight
chapters an allegorical interpretation
of the love relationship between God
and Israel.
“Song of Songs is an intimate, tender, romantic depiction of physical
love between a man and a woman.
This love is a gift of God that is to be
received with gratitude and celebration. At the same time, when we see a
love so rich and so unashamed, it is
quite natural to think about and give
thanks for Jesus Christ and His devoted love for His bride, the church.”
A word about Solomon is no doubt
needed at this point, since we know he
had seven hundred wives and three
hundred concubines (I Kings 11:3). We
have to question the validity of learning anything right about marriage from
a man like that. We can accept the fact
that in the Old Testament God appears
to have overlooked situations where
there were multiple wives (David, for
example, known as the man after
God’s own heart [cf. I Sam. 13:14; Acts
13:22]), but we become hard-pressed
to accept large numbers like
Solomon’s.
We also read that these wives of
Solomon turned his heart away from
God and toward their false gods. In his
latter years, his wisdom gave way to
foolishness and waywardness. In fact,
we have to wonder about the statement in Song of Solomon 6:8, where
we read, “There are threescore
queens, and fourscore concubines,
and virgins without number.” Is this a
reference to other women already in
his life, or is he merely saying that his
loved one stands out above all others?
There is no indication of ownership
here, so this might be.
Whatever our thoughts might be
about learning about marriage from
this man, we must go back to the fact
that this book is part of God’s Word
and thus was inspired by Him and
penned under the guiding influence of
the Holy Spirit. We must look beyond
the man himself and realize that God
wants to speak to us through this mesSUMMER QUARTER 2012

sage. Since it is a book expressing
love between a man and a woman,
and since there is evidence here that
they married, we can learn from it, discovering and applying its principles
ourselves.
There are two primary characters in
this love story: a young Shulamite
woman and King Solomon. They express an intense passion for each other and describe how much they long
to be together. This is quite obvious in
the opening words of the book: “Let
him kiss me with the kisses of his
mouth: for thy love is better than wine.
Because of the savour of thy good
ointments thy name is as ointment
poured forth, therefore do the virgins
love thee” (Song of Sol. 1:2-3). A literal interpretation of Scripture makes
her wishes evident.
There is nothing immoral or suggestive in these statements. They are an
expression of what every married man
and woman should desire from their
loved one. Kissing is an expression of
love that occurs early in sincere relationships and should be treated as a
sacred activity. It should never be a
means to immoral ends. In a married
relationship it should be an expression
of sincere and deep love. Has your
marriage deteriorated to the point that
you no longer kiss? Maybe that would
be a good way to start restoration.
The evidence that this couple married can be found in Song of Solomon
3:6 through 5:1. The day of his wedding is mentioned in 3:11. The verses
before this describe her eagerness as
she sees him arriving to take her away
and marry her. As she sees him approaching in the distance, she utters,
“Who is this that cometh out of the
wilderness like pillars of smoke, perfumed with myrrh and frankincense,
with all powders of the merchant?” (vs.
6). She soon realizes it is Solomon
coming in great splendor in a beautiful
carriage (vss. 7-11).
Song of Solomon 4:16 is probably a
poetic description of the bride’s willingness to be possessed by her husband, and 5:1 is probably a poetic description of his acceptance of her
invitation. Prior to this, throughout
chapter 4 we read an expression of the
husband’s infatuation with his loved
one. What stands out are his verbal
expressions of love. He was totally infatuated with her and wanted her to
know all that he was feeling in his
heart.
“Thou hast ravished my heart, my

sister, my spouse; thou hast ravished
my heart with one of thine eyes, with
one chain of thy neck” (Song of Sol.
4:9). See how he began expressing
this to her: “Behold, thou art fair, my
love; behold, thou art fair” (vs. 1). In
modern-day parlance, we would say,
“You are so beautiful to me.” I do not,
however, recommend that husbands
refer to their wife’s hair as being like
a flock of goats or her teeth like a
flock of sheep freshly shorn. Those
would not be compliments in our culture!
The principle is demonstrated by
Solomon’s descriptions, which were
very complimentary in his culture. The
idea is to look for features of character or physical beauty to compliment
in your spouse and then say something about them. Solomon was so enraptured that he went so far as to say,
“Thou art all fair, my love; there is no
spot in thee” (Song of Sol. 4:7). He was
so in love with his Shulamite bride that
he saw no flaws or imperfections in her
at all! As marriage continues, we often
see the flaws, though we would be
wise to overlook them.
There are several other passages
similar to this in this book, but we also
discover that it was not a one-way
street. She too complimented her husband. In Song of Solomon 5:10-16 the
bride extols those features about her
husband that make her respond to his
love. It is good for every husband to remember that women are responders.
If they are treated in loving, gentle
ways, they will respond with love and
respect. If they are treated harshly or
coldly, they will withhold that kind of
response. They need to feel loved.
The Shulamite described many
physical features of her husband. She
mentioned his head, his hair, his eyes,
his cheeks, his lips, his hands, his
body, his legs, and his mouth. What is
especially noticeable is what she said
about his mouth: “His mouth is most
sweet” (Song of Sol. 5:16). She had
heard loud and clear all those compliments and expressions of appreciation he had given her, and she was
responding accordingly. Her summary, then, was “He is altogether lovely.
This is my beloved, and this is my
friend.”
Mutual admiration in a marriage is
necessary if it is to be a successful and
happy relationship. At times words express that admiration; sometimes actions do. We need to reveal our love
openly and willingly. ★
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Remodeling Your Prayer Closet
BY

ISSIONARIES in the Southern
Hemisphere write in prayer letters about taking summer holidays in
January. We smile to think they are enjoying beach weather while we shiver,
facing parking-lot piles of snow, heavily bundled up kids, and larger than
normal heating bills.
Every Christian should take a vacation. I have encouraged and even exhorted church members, missionaries, and fellow pastors to take time
away from their everyday work schedule. Vacations do not need to be extravagant, nor should they wear one
down with self-centered fulfillment
and endless activity.
Do you ever speak humorously
about coming home from a trip to get
some rest? Vacations should provide
rest, significant family time, meaningful activity, personal reflection, and
time alone with God. A godly holiday
will focus on others. “Look not every
man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others” (Phil. 2:4).
Consider this. The next time you go
on vacation, determine to put God
first. How will you do this? Here is a
suggested plan of action.

M

COMMIT TO PRAYER
Commit yourself to God by working
on the discipline of prayer. A significant biblical principle asserts that the
best way to get rid of bad behavior is
to start doing good things (Rom.
13:14; Gal. 5:16; Eph. 4:22-25). Part of
the plan is to develop good prayer
habits while on vacation and continue
them in daily life when you return
home.
We all know this short verse: “Pray
without ceasing” (I Thess. 5:17). Doing
it is the puzzle. This certainly has little
to do with formal prayer, done eyes
closed, in mandated postures, at regular times, and using pet phrases. Attitude becomes paramount. We enter
into a relationship with God. We practice the presence of God. Those who
learn to pray in this manner speak respectfully to God just as we all should
speak to our very best friends.
The Apostle Paul referred to his
prayer for the saints as something he
did continually, day and night (I Thess.
3:10; II Tim. 1:3). Was Paul guilty of hy16 (144)
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perbole, or did he really pray continually? If he prayed this way, we can too.
A continual intimacy with God requires intentional action and practice.
It will not happen automatically. Do not
put the Christian life on automatic pilot. Step out in faith and make the kind
of progress that God wants on your
exciting journey to maturity.
After making the commitment, develop what I call trigger points for
prayer. If you are like me, you struggle
with controlling thoughts. They may
be good or bad thoughts, but if they
monopolize one’s thinking they are
controlling thoughts. When certain
subjects come into my mind, I use
them as triggers to pray for the one
closest to me, my wife.
Our minds work so fast we may
have to trigger prayer dozens of times
every few minutes. Keep praying in
faith until you conquer your mind. First
Peter 1:13 challenges us to get our
minds under control. We become lawful gunslingers by shooting down
these thought enemies that stalk us.
TURN SCRIPTURE INTO PRAYER
Read the Bible faithfully in order to
strengthen your relationship with God.
The more a person reads and knows
Scripture, the easier it is to turn it into
prayer.
Godly people throughout the Bible
prayed prayers of confession. Think of
David, Isaiah, Daniel, and Peter (Pss.
32, 51; Isa. 6:5; Dan. 9:3-10; Matt.
26:69-75). In his confession recorded
in Matthew 16:16, Peter acknowledged that Jesus is the promised
Messiah. We can take their confessions and sincerely own them as our
own.
Turn the praise passages of the
Bible into prayer. The psalms lend
themselves to this kind of prayer. “O
come, let us sing unto the Lord: let us
make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a
joyful noise unto him with psalms” (Ps.
95:1-2).
Turn biblical concepts into prayers
of petition. In petition, the lesser asks
the greater for something. James reminded believers, “Ye have not because ye ask not” (Jas. 4:2). He con-

tinued, “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts” (vs. 3).
Let us be careful to pray in submission to the Word of God. When a person prays Scripture, he must be humbled before God.
Those who pray—whether it is confession, praise, or petition—must submit to the will and purpose of God. All
fervent and sincere prayer must fulfill
biblical truth. The blessed psalmist
saw that the Word of God was like a
lamp for the feet and a light for the
path (Ps. 119:11, 105).
PRAY FOR YOUR FAMILY
Pray fervently for your family. If you
do not pray for them, who should?
Family vacations are a wonderful time
to pray without ceasing for loved ones.
Instead of worrying about the long
lines at an amusement park, pray for
your kids who are standing in line with
you.
Instead of becoming impatient with
a brother because he talks too much,
pray for him. When you sit down to eat,
pray for each other. At the restaurant,
take time to pray. Prayer becomes a
way of life for the growing Christian.
When the formal prayer ends, look into
the eyes of others and pray silently for
them.
If you have young children in your
home, make sure that you enjoy family time. Balance the old saying “The
family that prays together stays together” with my favorite addition: “The
family that plays together stays together.” Becoming so serious that we
neglect those around us destroys our
testimony and ability to lead in a godly manner.
We love the command God gave Israel about teaching our children when
sitting at home, walking outside, lying
down, and rising up from bed (Deut.
6:5-7). This applies to our prayers as
well. The daily routines of life should
remind us to pray continually for each
one in our family.
Pray for extended family by developing triggers that will cause you to
think of them and to intercede for them
as Job did for his sons and daughters
(Job 1:5). Intercessory prayer should
be repetitious. Jesus continually inter-

cedes for us in heaven, and we must
persevere in prayer for one another.
Spending too much time praying for
oneself shows a lack of faith. Self-centered prayer becomes vain repetition.
Jesus said to practice persistence in
prayer. I would interpret that as intercessory prayer in which you are petitioning God on behalf of someone other than yourself. Note the story Jesus
told about unexpected guests who
came at night and the host who asked
his neighbor for food to serve them
(Luke 11:5-8).
PRAY FOR THE CHURCH
Pray for your pastors, church staff,
fellow worshippers, and missionaries.
Coworkers were important to the
Apostle Paul, and he spoke often of
his affection for them, which was often
demonstrated in his prayers for them.
I often pray for the people around me
while I am at church. If you have a
church directory, go through it and
systematically pray for each family in
order.
If you have a good sense of direction, pray around your town for your
Christian friends. One can do the
same thing for missionaries around
the world. Remember to hold up other churches and pastors as well.
PRAY FOR THE UNSAVED
Pray for the unsaved. If you are
camping, meet your fellow campers.
Each time you see them or their campsite, pray for them. The same principle
works at home. How often do you pray
for your unsaved neighbors by name?
How often do you drive past their
houses? Doing this requires that we
keep our minds and hearts focused on
the needs of people around us. I have
a list of unsaved people I pray for, and
I assign triggers of prayer to many of
them. If you do this, you will find yourself praying for the unsaved much
more than you would if you only spend
a few minutes each day going through
a formal prayer list.
When my wife and I moved into a
new house we had built in an established neighborhood, we discovered
that several neighbors had barking
dogs. One of the worst was a widow
who had a deck overlooking our backyard. She frequently put her dog out
on the deck and apparently did not
hear the barking.
This dog barking was irritating us. I
decided to use it as a trigger for prayer.
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Every time I heard the dog—which
was often—I actually got down on my
knees and prayed for the woman. This
went on for months and never really
stopped; but a friend invited her to attend our church, and she continued
attending regularly for several years.
That was more important than any irritation from the incessant barking!
Does God always answer prayer?
Well, that depends on what answer we
want. An attitude of submission does
not tell the Lord what the outcome
should be. It simply trusts God for the
outcome. I thought God would stop
the barking dog. He had a greater
plan, and the prayers elicited by the
barking did make a difference in our
neighbor’s life.
Ezra was a man of prayer; yet on different occasions he said, “I am
ashamed.” He was ashamed to ask
the king for protection on the journey
back to Jerusalem because he knew
that God would go with them. Ezra
8:22 speaks of his total trust in and dependence upon the Lord. He would
not trust in human deliverance.
When the company arrived in
Jerusalem, Ezra broke down in tears,
tore his clothing, and yanked his hair
out because the people had committed grievous sins by disregarding the
laws of God. The lack of separation
from ungodly nations around them
grieved his heart. He went to the Lord
and said, “I am ashamed and blush to
lift up my face to thee, my God: for our
iniquities are increased over our head”
(Ezra 9:6).
However, the incredible faith of Ezra
overcame every obstacle. He consistently believed God is good (Ezra 8:22).

God’s responses to our prayers always
demonstrate His righteousness. From
the turmoil of Israel’s sinful condition,
Ezra could say, “O Lord God of Israel,
thou art righteous” (9:15).
PRAY WITHOUT CEASING
Make prayer an ongoing habit when
you get home from holiday. Did you
have a nice vacation of practicing the
presence of God, humbling yourself
before Him, enjoying putting the desires of your spouse and family before
your own desires, and most important
giving the Lord top priority? If you did,
take what you have learned on your
prayer retreat back to everyday life.
I have found that the endless routines of the daily grind provide some of
the best reminders to pray. Preparing
food, mowing the lawn, and even
brushing one’s teeth require routine
thought. What an opportunity to use
these moments for precious prayer
time! Do you commute through heavy
traffic? Turn off the radio, and learn to
use your drive time for prayer.
John Newton (of “Amazing Grace”
fame) once wrote, “Prayer should be
. . . made up of breathings to the Lord,
either of confession, petition, or praise.
It should be . . . simple and unstudied
expression of the wants and feelings of
the soul” (Public Prayer). As we grow in
our ability to pour out our soul in fellowship with a perfect and holy God,
we must remember that we come with
boldness only because of Jesus (Heb.
10:19). Praying without ceasing will
lead you to greater maturity in your
walk with God and strengthen your relationship with Him. ★
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Weak Though Anointed
BY

NE is almost always amazed at
the simplicity of faith that new
converts to Christianity seem to have.
They love the Lord Jesus and are excited about what they have just discovered. Practicing the concept of
faith and trusting God seems to come
easy for them. They have not been
corrupted by formal organized religion. Their new faith is not complicated. There is a joy in their eyes that
shows their simple trust.
New Christians are often marked
by power in their Christian walk and
in their prayer life—something that
most seasoned Christians would admit to lacking. They put most of us to
shame because they have discovered the reality of what it is to turn to
the living God. Those of us who go to
church regularly and read our Bibles
faithfully often lack the energy that
these new converts demonstrate.
Something has definitely changed
for us.
If we take time to analyze our situation, we discover that everything has
become routine. Our congregational
worship has become drab and lacks
the presence of God that we once felt.
We do not expect anything to happen
when we pray, and we often have lost
the excitement that we experienced
the day we received our Lord into our
lives. What happened to the power we
once felt? Others seem to experience
it, but we feel we have been cheated
of it. The task before us is to get that
vitality back.
Samuel the prophet had chosen
Saul to be king of Israel in response
to the pleas of the people. Saul experienced the coming of God’s Spirit in power (I Sam. 10:10), and he
joined in prophesying with a procession of prophets. Contrast that with
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16:14, where we are told that God’s
Spirit left Saul. Imagine the feeling of
deflation, of low self-esteem, of
something lost that once was in his
grasp.
Put yourself in the shoes of King
Saul. He first comes to our notice
when he and a servant are looking
for donkeys that had gone missing.
He was elevated to a position of
power in the land of Israel. He knew
what it was like to have the power
from God Almighty given to him. But
that experience was no longer the
same for him. The anointing of God
through the Prophet Samuel was
now gone. Saul was powerless.
What is it like to lose the power of
God that we once had experienced
for ourselves? There is always the
longing to know that closeness to
God once again.
One more biblical example will bring
us closer to finding answers to this
spiritual dilemma. Samson (Judg.
13—16) was born to humble parents,
Manoah and his wife. The latter was
told even before Samson was born
that he was to be set apart (this is the
idea in being holy) for the things of
God. He was to be a deliverer in Israel
and “a Nazarite unto God from the
womb” (13:5). You will find what it
means to be a Nazarite in Numbers
6:1-21. Samson was to be consecrated and set apart for God in a very special way.
Samson’s life had a tragic end, however. His last hours were spent being
mocked and humiliated by the
Philistines while he was physically
powerless. It must be remembered
that this was the same Samson who
was “set apart” for God before he was
born. Now he had lost that anointing
and with it that divine power that was

his special birthright. Judges 16:20
summarizes his sad situation: “And he
wist not that the Lord was departed
from him.”
Both Saul and Samson had been
anointed by God for a special purpose, but both lost their power when
they strayed from God. There is a lesson for us here. We too can find ourselves ignoring the Holy Spirit who
lives in us. Most people who are reading this article love the Lord Jesus
and have committed their lives to
Him. But after a time we tend to lose
sight of the seriousness of what it
means to live for our Lord Jesus, and
we do not tap into the power of God’s
Spirit; and we do not even realize it.
In Samson’s case, the power of the
Spirit of God had departed from him
and he did not even know that it had
happened to him (Judg. 16:20). It is
important for us to recognize this. It is
possible to think that we do not need
to keep replenishing ourselves with
the Holy Spirit for the power needed
as we daily encounter Satan, the evil
one. The Bible warns us, “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour” (I Pet.
5:8).
Peter reminds us that we cannot
ever let our guard down. We need to
trust God to provide us with the daily
power to combat everyday situations
that come from Satan. We cannot afford to be weak even though we have
been chosen. That is too big a risk to
take. We risk failure when we, like
Samson, feel that we “will go out as at
other times before” (Judg. 16:20), not
knowing that the power of God has left
us. The truth is that without Him we
can do absolutely nothing (John 3:27).
Here are some ways to prevent that

situation of weakness from happening
to us after we have been blessed and
anointed by God. First, we need to
recognize without a shadow of a doubt
that once we have trusted in the Lord
Jesus as our Saviour, we are children
of God (Gal. 3:26). If we are His children, then all that belongs to the Father, our Heavenly Father, now belongs to us by birthright. It comes to us
with all the rights and privileges thereof because of who we have now become.
Second, it is important to remember that just because we have been
saved and anointed by God and set
apart for Him, it does not mean that
we will not sin (I John 1:8-10). We
have to be careful to be like Jesus in
all things. We have to walk and behave as He did (I John 1:6-7). “Walk”
is used in the Bible to describe the
Christian life and behavior. We must
be careful that we are close to our
Lord.
The answer to victory is to abide in
our Lord Jesus. He reminds us in John
15:4 that unless we stay close to Him,
as the branch of the vine stays attached to the main vine, we will not receive the nourishment that we need
for daily sustenance. When we move
away from our Lord, our vitality will be
gone. Every good Christian knows that
it is easy to slip away from investing
our time in reading our Bible and then
pouring out our hearts to Him, whether
it be in praise or in petition to help us
in our needs.
It is important for us to remind ourselves that as Christians we received
the anointing of the Holy Spirit. When
we received Christ into our lives, He
came in at our invitation and dwells
within us through His Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit will not leave us as He did
Samson; but if He is not welcomed or
honored, we will lose the power He
desires to give. If we want the Spirit to
empower us, we must recognize His
presence. When self takes the throne
of our hearts, the Spirit is quenched,
and we become powerless.
Power comes into our lives when
the Holy Spirit is in control. We gain
wisdom when we are willing to listen to
the voice of the Spirit speaking in the
still, small voice in our hearts. We need
to turn to God in confession and allow
Him to exercise His powerful presence
in our lives. We do not need to live defeated lives. ★
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What’s in a Word?
Transfigured
BY

DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

T the heart of the Greek word
-) translated in our
(metamorphoo
English Bibles as “transfigured” in
Matthew 17:2 and Mark 9:2 is the word
“morph.” “Morph” (from the Greek
morphe) means “form” and may be
found as a noun or as a verb. By
adding the prefix meta in Greek, it
speaks of something undergoing a
change in form.
It is likely most have witnessed
something morph into a different form,
especially with the use of modern
technology. For example, a science
fiction or horror video may show a person “morphing” from a human being
into a wolf, a bat, or some other creature. The speeding up of a video camera can show a seed sprouting,
emerging from the ground, and becoming a flower. A couple of final examples from nature would be a tadpole becoming a frog and a caterpillar
becoming a butterfly.
The word under discussion is not a
common word in the Bible, but it is a very
important and revealing one. Found but
four times (Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2; Rom.
12:2; II Cor. 3:18), it is used twice of Jesus in the transfiguration accounts
(Matthew and Mark) and twice of believers (Romans and II Corinthians). Luke
recorded the transfiguration of Christ but
used the phrase “the fashion of his
countenance was altered” (Luke 9:29),
which helps the reader understand a bit
better what happened to our Lord on the
mount.
In the context of Christ’s transfiguration we are given a glimpse of two
worlds coming together—the world of
Peter, James, and John and the other
“kingdom of God” world of Moses and
Elijah. Jesus changed form to the extent that He conversed with the two
Old Testament giants, and the three
were visible to the Lord’s inner circle of
disciples.
Moving on to the two occurrences
of the word used in relation to believers, we will look first at Romans 12:2.

A

The opening verses of chapter 12 have
been memorized by countless Christians—and with good reason. Following eleven chapters of theological discourse, the Spirit-led Paul reminded
his readers that after all that God had
done on their behalf, the logical and
natural thing to do was to become a
living sacrifice for the Lord’s use.
To do that and to be effectual in
Christ’s service, believers are to resist
the evil forces of this world that would
make them no better than the vilest
sinner and to allow themselves to be
changed by the power of God into the
kind of person who pleases God and
is useful in His service. Believers are to
be thinking people and, realizing the
greatness of God’s mercy and grace,
to commit themselves to a life that is
decidedly different from that they previously knew and be changed by the
renewing of the mind.
The mind is renewed by thinking
God’s thoughts (reading Scripture and
meditating on it) and memorizing the
Word so that it might fill one’s innermost being. This will allow the Spirit to
bring certain relevant passages to
mind when needed. It behooves us to
be reminded of Proverbs 23:7: “For as
he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” The
thought life is so all-important; a life
change will not happen apart from
changing the contents of the mind.
The final use of the word is also from
Paul and is found in II Corinthians
3:18. The context takes the reader
back to Moses beholding God’s glory
and covering his face afterward so that
the people would not see the glory
fade from his face. New Testament believers are to look at the glory of God
with unveiled faces. As we are
changed by the Lord, those around us
can see the image of Christ in us and
the reflection of His glory in our countenance.
May our meditation on the Word on
a regular basis continue our transformation into the image of Christ. ★
(147) 19

Sermon

Jesus Is in My Heart
BY

GREW up singing an invitation song
titled “Come into My Heart, Lord Jesus” (Clarke). We had our heads
bowed and eyes closed, and we sang
it solemnly over and over. Children
who wanted Jesus to come into their
hearts would go forward and be counseled. Once when I was four, almost
five, I went forward, prayed a salvation
prayer, and was given a New Testament with my name and the date in it.
Was Jesus in my heart from that time
on? What does it mean to have Jesus
in one’s heart?
Ephesians 3:17 says, “Christ may
dwell in your hearts by faith.” We used
this verse when I was a summer missionary to show that Jesus comes into
our hearts when we believe in Him. We
are still left with the question of what
exactly is meant by the heart.
Examining the Scripture passages
in which the word is used, we can see
that the heart is where you talk to yourself, where you make decisions, where
you make moral judgments, and
where you experience the deepest
emotions.
Romans 10:6 says, “But the righteousness which is of faith speaketh
on this wise, Say not in thine heart,
Who shall ascend into heaven?” It
continues to describe what one
might say who does not have faith
and then again what one with faith
might say.
Romans 10, often used to explain
how to be saved, uses the word
“heart” (Greek, kardia) four times:
verse 6, which we have quoted; verse
1, “my heart’s desire and prayer to
God for Israel is, that they might be
saved”; verse 8, “the word is nigh thee,
even in thy mouth, and in thy heart”;
and verse 9, “If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead.”
The process described is one in
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which a person hears the message of
the gospel, ponders it in his mind,
talks to himself about it, and decides
to believe it. He then says out loud and
publicly that he has decided to trust in
Christ, having already made that decision in his heart.
This goes along with Jesus’ words
in Matthew 12:34: “for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.” The Pharisees had accused Jesus of casting out demons by
Beelzebub, the prince of demons (vs.
24). They had evidently thought about
it and discussed it among themselves,
and now they expressed their opinion.
Whether they actually believed it is
open to debate, for they operated on
a political plane where truth was not
the operating principle, only expediency.
Jesus not only heard their statement
but also “knew their thoughts” (Matt.
12:25). They were thinking in their
hearts.
How does a person think? Experiments have been done, so I was
taught in an educational psychology
course in graduate school, in which
people had to find their way through a
maze. They found out that people
think in words, not pictures. They say
things to themselves. Let me see—the
last time I turned right and hit a dead
end; so this time I will turn left and see
where it goes. We all do this. Older
people may even talk out loud to
themselves. It is a well-known phenomenon.
The heart is also where we make
decisions. This goes together with
talking to ourselves. Mark 2:6 says,
“But there were certain of the scribes
sitting there, and reasoning in their
hearts.” It was a decision-making
process.
Luke 12:45 tells of the servant saying in his heart, “My lord delayeth his
coming,” and then deciding “to beat

the menservants and maidens, and to
eat and drink and to be drunken.”
In the Old Testament we find that
Pharaoh’s “heart was hardened”
(Exod. 7:22). God hardened it. The
phrase is used to describe Pharaoh
making a bad decision and absolutely refusing to even consider the possibility of changing it. We can almost
hear him saying to himself, “I am not
going to let them go. Not now. Not
ever.”
The Hebrew word is leb or lebab.
Proverbs 23:7 says, “For as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he: Eat and
drink, saith he to thee; but his heart is
not with thee.” We can picture the man
with the evil eyes inviting us to eat and
drink while he is actually thinking of
how he resents sharing his food and
drink. He keeps account of how much
is being consumed. His true intentions
and decisions are in his heart.
Sometimes the word is translated
“mind.” Isaiah 46:8 is one such passage: “Remember this, and shew
yourselves men: bring it again to mind,
O ye transgressors.” Ezekiel 38:10 is
similar: “At the same time shall things
come into thy mind, and thou shalt
think an evil thought.”
Your heart is where you make
moral judgments. You decide what is
right and wrong, what is the best
thing to do, what principles to operate on, and whether or not to lie,
cheat, steal, deceive, or kill.
Deuteronomy is the record of Moses’
final messages to the Israelites as he
tried to get them to make the right
decisions. It uses the word “heart”
fifty-seven times, once referring to
the “midst of heaven” (4:11) and
once being translated “mind” in 30:1:
“Thou shalt call them to mind among
all the nations, whither the Lord thy
God hath driven thee.”
The whole emphasis of Deuteronomy is to encourage the Israelites to

“say” the right things in their hearts
(18:21) and to “love the Lord thy God
with all thine heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy might” (6:5).
Verse 6 continues, “And these words,
which I command thee this day, shall
be in thine heart.”
If you love the Lord with your heart,
then you consider what pleases Him
when you are making decisions.
Things are right or wrong in light of
what He has commanded concerning
them or according to how He has acted in past circumstances where the issue has arisen.
A case in point is Solomon, who
multiplied both wives and horses,
each of which was specifically forbidden in Deuteronomy 17:16-17. In regard to wives, I Kings 11:3-4 says,
“And his wives turned away his heart.
. . . after other gods: and his heart was
not perfect with the Lord his God, as
was the heart of David his father.”
Solomon’s ability to tell right from
wrong was compromised. His conscience was dulled. He became hardened to the still small voice of the Holy
Spirit, and he forgot the commandments of the Lord. How sad, yet how
typical! We need to keep our heart.
Proverbs 4:23 advises, “Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life.”
Your heart is where you experience
the deepest emotions. In Luke 24:32
the two who walked on the road to
Emmaus with Jesus “said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us,
while he talked with us by the way?” In
Acts 21:13 Paul described his feelings:
“What mean ye to weep and to break
mine heart?” In Romans 9:2 he wrote,
“I have great heaviness and continual
sorrow in my heart.” Ephesians 5:19
exhorts us to sing, “making melody in
your heart.”
Consider the young woman Mary,
who was visited by the shepherds as
she cared for the newborn Baby Jesus in Bethlehem. She had been carrying the child for nine months after
having heard the prophecy of the angel and having received the blessing
of Elisabeth. She followed Joseph to
Bethlehem and gave birth in the stable, alone except for him as far as we
know. How must she have felt? Luke
2:19 says, “But Mary kept all these
things, and pondered them in her
heart.”
She was talking to herself, no doubt,
reviewing the recent events in her life
and trying to think of what might be
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coming. She evidently was filled with
conflicting emotions but strong in her
resolve to follow the Lord wherever it
might lead.
If we have Christ in our hearts, we
will consider Him in all our decisions.
We will pray all the time, holding a
continuous conversation with our
Lord as we ask for His help, seek His
guidance, call out in times of need,
sing in times of joy, confess every
failure, and never hide anything from
Him.
Nehemiah credited God with putting the desire to rebuild Jerusalem in
his heart (Neh. 2:12). In 5:7 it says,
“Then I consulted with myself,” but
the literal translation would be “my
heart consulted with me.” He was
talking to himself and with the Lord,
as was his habit before speaking.
This is evident in 2:4-5: “So I prayed
to the God of heaven. And I said unto
the king.”
It is always a good thing to consult
our hearts before speaking. We should
take a moment and ask the Lord what
He would have us do and how He
would have us behave. We seek wisdom from the source of all wisdom,
and then we attempt to meet the outward challenges, whatever they might
be at that moment.
Having Jesus in our hearts is opposed to just having Him as an outward symbol or show. We can have
an image of Christ on our dashboard
but not take Him into our thoughts.
We can go through the motions of
church liturgy without consulting
with Him in our business dealings.
Commitment to Christ involves the
giving of our minds to Him—not
money, not a shrine, not any outward
display but an inward surrender to
His will.
The new covenant is not outward,
like the tabernacle or temple service.
Instead, as Hebrews 10:16 says, “I will
put my laws into their hearts, and in
their minds will I write them.” It is the
living Spirit of Christ dwelling in us, not
the dead letter of the law written on
stone.
The very direction of our life is determined by what He says to us
through His Word. He says to go into
all the world and preach the gospel,
so we plan on going. We search the
Scripture to see what His commands
are. We seek a spouse to marry
based first on his or her similar commitment to the Lord. We seek fellowship in a church, God’s institution on

earth today, with like-minded believers.
Worldly lusts, passions, fads, features, goals, patterns, speech, obsessions, desires, designs, music, and
such fall away as we focus on the ministry that God has given us. Our hearts
are changed by His Spirit. “God hath
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your
hearts” (Gal. 4:6). As we open one area
of our lives and then another to the
transforming power of the Spirit, we
find our perspective shifting to align
with the Lord’s.
Instead of cursing and complaining,
we find ourselves blessing and thanking. Instead of cheating and stealing,
we find ourselves being gracious and
giving. Instead of drinking and drowning, we are fellowshipping and praising.
We find purpose, comfort, hope,
faith, love, purity, and contentment.
We find these as we sit under the
sound preaching of the Word Sunday
after Sunday. The Word goes into our
minds, we ponder it in our hearts, we
act on it in our lives, and we store it up
for future reference. Luke 6:45 says, “A
good man out of the good treasure of
his heart bringeth forth that which is
good.”
There is a freewill choice here. We
are exhorted, “Let the peace of God
rule in your hearts” (Col. 3:15). God allows us to resist His urging and His
guidance, but we do so to our peril and
detriment. He always knows what is
best. Most of us have to learn this
through some hard lessons. Every
generation has to learn it anew. That is
why constant effort must be put into revival and evangelism in our churches.
It is good to think about winning
hearts. The writer of Proverbs said to
his son, “My son, give me thine
heart” (23:26). He went on to warn of
the pitfalls of this life. Young men
think about such things. The world is
attractive, but we should make every
effort to reach children at an early
age, keep them under godly influence, and set the example for them
to follow.
Have you given Jesus your heart?
Do you think His thoughts and follow
Him closely? Do your plans center
around His desires? Are you actively
seeking to reach the hearts of the
young people in your church, neighborhood, and family? If you do not do
it, who will? If you do not do it now,
when? ★
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Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed
Paul’s Prayer for Abounding Love
BY

AUL had a great affection for the
Philippian believers. Though prevented from visiting them by his imprisonment, he ministered to them
through prayer and by letter (Phil. 1:18). He prayed regularly for them, making requests with thanksgiving and joy.
The Philippians were partners with
him in the ministry of the gospel. He
was confident that God would continue the good work He had begun in
them. Paul’s deep love for them reflected the heart of Christ, who dwelt
in him.
Paul recorded his intercessory
prayer for their spiritual edification and
encouragement in Philippians 1:9-11.
He had three definite goals in mind:
first, that their love would abound in
knowledge and discernment; second,
that they would be pure and blameless; and third, that God would be glorified and praised in them.
Paul was aware that he was speaking directly to God when he prayed. He
was not speaking into space but to a
Person who was present and listening
(Heb. 11:6). The word “prayer” was
used of calling on God. The intent of
intercessory prayer is to call upon our
Heavenly Father on behalf of others.
Paul prayed that the love of the
Philippians would continuously flow
and keep flowing like a flooded river
(cf. Phil. 1:9). God’s love is poured
out within our hearts when we are
saved (Rom. 5:5). We then love God
(I John 4:19), other believers (vs. 11),
and all men (Rom. 13:8-10). A believer’s love should not be a mere trickle
but a perpetual flood of love that ever
widens.
The overflow of love has its guiding
limits, just like the necessary banks of
a river. One guiding limit is “knowledge” (Phil. 1:9). This is the experiential knowledge that comes through living out the Word of God in our
everyday lives (Col. 1:10). Applying the
teachings of the Bible in daily living
brings us into a full comprehension of
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God’s truth. We arrive at an understanding of whom and what to love.
Christian love is not blind, for the heart
and mind work together.
The other guiding limit of Christian
love is “judgment” (Phil. 1:9), which
means discernment. Discernment is
the ability to separate right from wrong
and good from evil. It is the exercise of
spiritual perception and maturity in our
decisions and behavior (Heb. 5:14).
Christian love guided by knowledge
and discernment enables believers to
“approve things that are excellent”
(Phil. 1:10). The word “approve”
means to examine something to determine whether it is appropriate or
worthwhile. It refers to the ability to
weigh essential and vital ideas and actions with discernment. Once the
worth of these things is determined,
embracing them is desirable (Rom.
12:2). These are the things that are excellent, for they surpass all other
things.
This exercise is not merely choosing
the things that are neither evil nor bad
but the things that are best among the
things that are good. Paul later provided the criteria for ascertaining the
things that are excellent for believers
in Philippians 4:8-9.
When something is not so readily
visible as being good or bad, Christian
discernment asks the question “Is doing this helpful to others?” (cf. I Cor.
10:23). Our love for God, for other believers, and for all men must comprehend and discriminate what is best
and appropriate in every situation
(Rom. 13:10; 14:15).
Mature Christian love that approves
the things that are excellent will result
in believers being pure and blameless
until the day of Christ (Phil. 1:10-11).
This was Paul’s second purpose for
his prayer. The term “sincere” comes
from a Greek word that can mean “to
judge by the sun,” indicating that an
object is pure having been tested by
the light of the sun. It is untarnished.

This means a believer is free from
hypocrisy in his motives when tested
by the light of God’s truth.
The term “without offense” (Phil.
1:10) means “blameless.” A Christian
is blameless when he does not offend
someone else (I Cor. 10:32). He does
not cause another person to either
lose confidence or be disillusioned
with Christianity. When exercising
spiritual discernment in a matter, the
question to ask is “Will it cause others
to stumble?”
Believers are to be sincere and without offense (I Thess. 3:13). Each of us
will give an account of his behavior to
the Lord in that day (I Cor. 4:5; II Cor.
5:10) when He will also search out
hearts.
Paul also desired that they would be
“filled with the fruits of righteousness”
(Phil. 1:11). This is fruit that Christ produces through our relationship with
Him (John 15:5). Christ produces this
fruit by the power of the Holy Spirit
(Gal. 5:22-23).
Lives transformed by the power of
Christ bring glory to God. This is the
ultimate purpose for Paul’s prayer
(Phil. 1:11). Paul prayed that God
would be glorified and praised in the
lives of the Philippian believers. The
goal of Christian maturity is the glory
of God. Whatever we do in word or
deed is to be done to the glory of
Christ (I Cor. 10:31; Eph. 1:6).
Paul’s prayer reveals his pastoral
heart for the people he had led to
Christ. He wanted them to become all
that God would have them be. It is a
model prayer of intercession with very
specific requests. It is instructive, for
Paul addressed Christian maturity,
discernment, and behavior in God’s
truth.
It is a prayer that pastors should
pray for their people and that believers
should pray for each other. Parents
should pray for their children who have
professed Christ as their Lord and
Saviour. ★

The Life and Times of Jesus
Christ’s Transfiguration
BY

CHRISTIAN school teacher asked
her fifth-grade class to draw a
picture of the words “Out of the ivory
palaces” from Psalm 45:8. One student drew a picture of an empty
throne. It was a royal setting.
The image captured the glorious truth
of Christ’s coming from heaven to earth
to be our Saviour (cf. Luke 19:10).
While on earth, Christ looked just
like an ordinary man as He walked
along the Galilean shore. During a
miraculous ministry He caused the
blind to see and the deaf to hear.
Christ even raised the dead. Nicodemus and the Sanhedrin believed
Christ was from God (John 3:2).
When the authorities desired to arrest Jesus and failed, the officers said,
“Never man spake like this man” (John
7:46). “The common people heard him
gladly” (Mark 12:37). “And all bare him
witness, and wondered at the gracious
words which proceeded out of his
mouth” (Luke 4:22).
It was the plan and purpose of God
to demonstrate the deity of Christ.
This purpose was fulfilled in Christ’s
transfiguration.
Matthew’s account of Christ’s transfiguration is recorded in Matthew 17:18. The stupendous event is recorded
as well in Mark 9:2-13 and in Luke
9:28-36. Peter also referred to it in his
second epistle (1:17-18). The number
of accounts emphasizes the importance of the transfiguration.
Scene (Matt. 17:1). Jesus went with
Peter, James, and John. Hermon may
have been the mountain that towered
majestically heavenward 9,232 feet. It
was a blessed uplift for those three
disciples to be alone with Christ in
such a royal setting. Their lives afterward were never the same.
Scintillation (Matt. 17:2). The Lord
was transfigured before Peter, James,
and John. His face shone as the sun;
His clothes were white as the light.
“Transfigured” is metemorpho-the-—
literally, “to change form.”
“Transfigured” conveys the thought
of giving outward expression of one’s
inward nature, the outward nature being truly representative of that inward
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nature. Christ’s essence of deity manifested itself in glorious beauty (cf.
John 17:5; Heb. 1:3, 8).
Another word, metasche-matizo-, is
used of Satan in II Corinthians 11:14 to
refer to his being an angel of light on
the outside but really an angel of darkness on the inside.
Saviour and saints (Matt. 17:3).
Moses, the great lawgiver and deliverer,
was there. Moses represents all who go
to glory upon dying (cf. Phil. 1:21).
Elijah, the mighty prophet and stalwart champion of God’s cause, was
there. He stood against the wicked king
Ahab and the sinful nation at Mount
Carmel (cf. I Kings 18:16-45). Elijah is an
example of those who will go to heaven
without dying, for they will be caught up
at the rapture (I Thess. 4:13-18).
Statement (Matt. 17:4). How do you
think the disciples felt upon seeing
Christ, Moses, and Elijah engaged in a
discussion about the cross? Peter’s
emotions were such that in his haste
he wanted to build three tabernacles:
one each for Christ, Moses, and Elijah.
Tabernacles speak of millennial
truth. A theology professor of a bygone day thought Peter might have
been thinking, Lord, this is the millennium. Let us celebrate with three tabernacles.
Of course, in no way are Moses and
Elijah to be equal with Christ, for He is
God manifested in the flesh (I Tim.
3:16). When mere men were compared
with Christ, Moses and Elijah disappeared. The disciples saw only Jesus.
Sonship (Matt. 17:5). Heaven’s
blessing came with the overshadowing cloud in God the Father saying,
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased; hear ye him.” Our plans
are always to be set aside for God’s direction and purpose. The Apostle Paul
is an example of this when asked for
God’s directions (Acts 9:6).
Stricken (Matt. 17:6). Upon hearing
God the Father speak, the disciples
“fell on their face, and were sore
afraid.” In regard to building three tabernacles, Mark 9:6 states, “For he (Peter) wist not what to say.” In a sermon,

the great R. G. Lee called this “Simon’s
senseless suggestion.”
Solace (Matt. 17:7). “And Jesus
came and touched them, and said,
Arise, and be not afraid.” The Master’s
touch brings solace in a time of fear.
There are many fears man has in life.
We must learn to replace “fear” with
“faith” (cf. II Tim. 1:7).
Hear the Son in the call of evangelism. Christ had compassion on the multitude (Matt. 9:36-38). Compassion is
the teardrop of the heart. The harvest of
evangelism is ready to be gathered into
the fold of the Lord (John 4:35).
Calvary is the price tag of every soul
(cf. John 19:30; Heb. 2:9). To the employer, man is a hand; to the social worker, a case; to the militarist, a dispensable
soldier; to the physician, a patient; to
government, a number. But to God, man
is of infinite value (cf. Mark 8:36-37).
Hear the Son in the example of service. “For even the Son of man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many”
(Mark 10:45). The word “minister” could
be translated by the word “serve.” The
believer does not have to do any works
to be saved; but, sadly, some never do
anything after salvation. It is an often
quoted statistic that 20 percent of a congregation does 80 percent of the work.
In the healing of the man infirm for
thirty-eight years, Christ’s deity was
called into question (John 5:1-16). The
Lord answered His critics, “My Father
worketh hitherto, and I work” (vs. 17).
Unwilling to accept the truth, the Jews
sought the more to kill the Master (John
5:18). Using the word “My” embittered
the Jews, for the word indicated a
unique relationship with God the Father.
The transfiguration resulted in establishing the full deity of Christ, the Son of
God come to reveal God the Father.
In the eyes of Christ, God looked out;
in the hands of Christ, God reached out;
in the feet of Jesus, God walked out; in
the compassion of Christ, God provided for man’s salvation.
Salvation is the miraculous work of
God to save from sin, rescue from ruin,
and deliver from death. Glory and
praise to God forever! ★
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Meditations in Psalms
Number Your Days—Psalm 90
BY

HAT is old age? Here are some
answers. Everything hurts, and
what does not hurt does not work. Your
children look middle-aged. You sit in a
rocking chair but cannot get it going.
Not everyone smiles about getting
old. Some of us are already there, have
more aches and pains than in years past,
and know that death is coming. Whether
we are young or old, the reality is that an
aging life leads to certain death.
Moses knew that in Psalm 90. We do
not know when this was written, but it
would fit well after Israel’s forty years of
wandering. He had watched the older
generation die in the wilderness, and he
called upon the new generation to
number their days—not merely their
years—for three particular reasons.

W

NUMBER THEM BECAUSE THEY
ARE BRIEF
In Psalm 90:1-6, Moses contrasted
God to people. He stressed that God is
eternal. He is the “Lord” (Adonai)—the
Master, Owner, and Governor of human
history. He is “God” (El), the name by
which He “revealed Himself in power
and entered into a covenant relationship with His people” (Vine, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words,
Nelson). He is there in all generations,
including the one that died in the wilderness. He is before the forming of the
mountains and even the earth because
He is from everlasting to everlasting.
People, in contrast, are temporary
(Ps. 90:3-6). Death is certain. “Human
death is as much the result of divine fiat
as is creation. Humankind lives under a
divine mandate of mortality, which no
human can escape” (Tate, Word Biblical
Commentary: Psalms 51-100, Nelson).
In contrast to the brevity of human life,
even one thousand years has no more
effect on God than a yesterday or a fourhour watch in the night.
Death is certain, and life is brief (Ps.
90:5-6). Moses illustrated how human
life is controlled by God with three examples. First, life is like debris, swept
away in a flood. Next, it is like sleep,
which we do not remember. Finally, it is
like grass in the Sinai wilderness, which
grew up and withered on the same day.
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At this point, we may wonder why
our lives are so short. The answer is
found in the next section of the psalm,
introduced by the word “for.”
NUMBER THEM BECAUSE THEY
ARE SINFUL
Moses continued to exhort God’s
people to deal with sin (Ps. 90:7-11).
He opened by showing that sin brings
consequences. God’s anger at sin
consumed His people so that they
were “troubled,” or dismayed. Each
person’s sins, even the secret sins, are
clearly visible to the light of God’s
presence. A person’s life, therefore, is
limited to a brief earthly stay because
of its sinfulness—gone as quickly as a
“tale that is told,” as a mere sigh.
Moses stated that sin brings death.
Human life may last seventy or eighty
years. Imagine all the funerals during
Israel’s wilderness wandering—some
two million of them. That was 137 per
day on average. So it is today that funerals we attend remind us that sin
brings death. Before that death, even
the best days of our lives will have
“labour and sorrow” (Ps. 90:10). Life is
fleeting, and soon “we fly away.”
There is a pointed question in Psalm
90:11. It shows that sin brings confrontation with God. Do we understand
the reality of God’s hatred of sin? Do
we really fear Him as we should so as
not to offend Him by our evil?
FULCRUM
Verse 12 is the fulcrum of Psalm 90.
Imagine a teeter-totter balanced on its
pivot point, its fulcrum. In the same
way, this verse is the pivot point of the
psalm. Moses prayed that God would
teach them. “Teach” is a common Old
Testament word emphasizing discernment. We need to distinguish the value of our days. If you live seventy
years, you will live 25,550 days. Eighty
years is 29,200 days. How many have
you already lived? How many may you
have left? Count them, and use that as
your reminder to live for God.
We need to number our days and
value each one so that we will apply

our hearts to wisdom. The verb “apply” (Ps. 90:12) has the idea of “to
gather” as bringing in a harvest, to
“gain a heart of wisdom” (Brown, Driver, and Briggs, A Hebrew and English
Lexicon of the Old Testament, Oxford).
NUMBER THEM BECAUSE THEY
ARE NEEDFUL
The final section of Psalm 90 (vss. 1317) explains that since each day is a gift
from God, we need to know how to live
each one for Him. First, we need to have
fellowship with God. While God does
remove His blessing from sinful people,
He also will return to confessing people
(II Chron. 7:14). Our prayer of confession asks God to return.
Moses next recognized that God’s return in blessing rested on His mercy, not
on Israel’s goodness (Ps. 90:14-15). The
word “mercy” is the Hebrew word
chesed, a term of marvelous significance that is comparable to the “grace”
of the New Testament. It stresses the
joint ideas of intensity and relationship.
“When God shows His chesed in a
covenant relationship, His grace is firm,
persistent, and steadfast” (Ryrie, The
Grace of God, Moody). Experiencing
God’s grace is what satisfies His people. It gives them joy and gladness all
their days, even if those days are brief.
Moses closed Psalm 90 by expressing how God’s people need purpose
(vss. 16-17). Purpose in life results
from seeing how God’s work appears
in the lives of those who submit to
Him. This requires a desire to show His
glory to our children. As a result of this
lifestyle, God’s favor will be upon us.
These are things that make life pleasant. The purpose God has for His children is to establish the work of our
hands. This work includes all the ordinary elements of daily life.
Moses prayed in Psalm 90, as we can
pray, to keep our hearts fixed on God so
that all areas of life are established by
Him. We face our humanness, confess
our sins, humble ourselves before God,
and determine to make our Lord the true
focus of our lives. In this way we can
rekindle the singing of heart and the
gladness of life. ★

Bible Bookmark
Lands of the Tribes of Israel
BY

The Answer
Then my Captain turned and looked
at me
And said, “Why do you fear?
Through all the battles of all the
years,
You have been My constant care.
“In fear I have been your courage;
In weakness I have been your
strength.
I’ve been your shield from the arrow’s
cold steel
And the enemy’s fetid breath.
“So trust your times to My hands, dear
one.
Though you battle on land or sea,
My grace will uphold you,
My love will enfold you,
As your days so your strength shall
be.” ★
—Irene M. Bucher.
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Q. When Joseph’s sons were given an
inheritance in Israel, were birthrights
taken away from other tribes?
A. The inheritance to which you refer
was bestowed by Jacob on Ephraim
and Manasseh in Genesis 48. Although Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn,
he had earlier discredited himself
(35:22; cf. 49:3-4) and therefore forfeited his right to the firstborn’s portion
of the inheritance.
Jacob bestowed this double portion
of the inheritance on Joseph instead
(Gen. 48:22; I Chron. 5:1-2). He did this
by adopting Joseph’s two sons and giving them Joseph’s inheritance, making
them equal to his own sons (Gen. 48:5).
We would expect, therefore, that
when Canaan was divided into tribal allotments there would be thirteen tribes
instead of twelve. But this was not the
case. The nation always was considered
to have twelve tribes (Exod. 24:4; Josh.
4:2-4), and Joshua’s division of the land
followed this pattern. Twelve tribes, not
thirteen, received inheritances.
Which tribe, then, was left out? It
was the tribe of Levi. Simeon and Levi,
like Reuben, had incurred their father’s
displeasure, and Jacob therefore
prophesied that they would be divided
and scattered (Gen. 49:5-7). Simeon
did receive land, but it was all within
Judah’s borders (Josh. 19:1-9). But
the Levites received no allotment; they
were scattered throughout the other
tribes (18:7; 21:1-42).
The Levites’ dispersal was more
than a punishment for past wrongs,
however. It also was a recognition that,
by God’s grace, Levi had become the
tribe of priestly functions for all Israel
(Deut. 18:1-2). At Mount Sinai the
Levites had proved their faithfulness
to the Lord when others fell into idolatry (Exod. 32:25-29), and their divine
service thereafter was a recognition of
this fact (Deut. 33:8-11).
Thus, Canaan was divided among
twelve tribes, which included Ephraim
and Manasseh. But Levi received no
separate territory and lived in designated cities in other tribes.

Q. Can you explain the location of the
restored tribes in Ezekiel 48?
A. The passage to which you refer is the
grand climax of this prophetic book.
Ezekiel pronounced judgment on Judah
and Israel (Ezek. 1—24) and also denounced Gentile nations (chaps. 25—
32). But the final segment of the book
(chaps. 33—48) focuses on blessings
for restored Israel in the future. It tells of
national restoration, personal blessings,
victory over enemies, a new temple and
worship, and a transformed land.
Ezekiel 48 thus gives a picture of Israel’s tribes as situated in Christ’s millennial kingdom. A comparison of the
tribal locations here with a map of Old
Testament Israel will reveal striking differences. The tribes are the same, but
they will occupy different areas, and
Jerusalem will be separate from all the
tribal lands.
Seven tribes will occupy the lands
north of the capital city (Ezek. 48:1-7).
These are Dan, Asher, Naphtali, Manasseh, Ephraim, Reuben, and Judah.
The city and its environs will occupy
the central part of the land (Ezek. 48:822). The temple sanctuary will be at
the heart of it, and the priests and
Levites will live and minister there. The
prince will occupy lands on either side
of the city, and the city itself will include open spaces suitable for growing food for city workers, who will be
drawn from all the tribes.
The remaining five tribes will occupy
the territory south of the city (Ezek.
48:23-29). These will include Benjamin,
Simeon, Issachar, Zebulun, and Gad.
In this future arrangement, which will
differ from the tribal locations of the Old
Testament, all the tribes will have their
place, and the Levites will no longer be
scattered. They will live in the area of the
central sanctuary, where they will carry
out their service. ★
If you have a Bible question that
you would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101.
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Testimonies of Faith

God’s Touch
BY

ENTERED a spacious conference
room with many windows and
shook the hand of a longtime friend.
Her name is Darla France, and I first
met her when she was assistant
teaching leader at an international
Bible study we attended. Although I
knew some of her story from her Bible
teaching and application, I did not
know the depth of the pain she had experienced in her childhood or the
height to which her faith had grown
since I was in Bible study with her.
Darla is executive director of Life
Touch Ministries, Inc., but she has not
always been in spacious offices welllit by sunlight or in a position of dignity. Life Touch Ministries helps Darla
make sense of her past as she ministers and gives counseling to adults
and children who know the pain she
has experienced.
It is said that touch is the most directly apprehended of the senses and
that the body’s response to it ceases
only with death. Jesus touched those
who were considered unclean and diseased. It is possible that the lepers in
the Gospels had not been touched in
years until Jesus touched them. Jesus
touched the lives of men, women, and
children in ways that changed their
lives forever for the good. Darla has a
much different view of touch—one I
cannot truly understand.
Darla’s story starts as she remembers talking to some strangers in a car
outside her home when she was about
five years old. Those strangers
snatched her away from her safe
home and loving parents. She remembers her mother running after the car
as it sped away and crying out in helplessness for the strangers to stop the
car and let her go home. Perhaps she
cried herself to sleep; perhaps she
was drugged. At any rate, she remembers waking up on a bed in a hotel
room and being touched in places she
had never been touched before and in
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ways that made her want to crawl
away into a crack in the wall.
God did not leave Darla there alone.
She remembers the Shepherd taking
her up in His arms and holding her.
This is called “dissociation” and happens instantly during an overwhelming
event. It is a gift from God that protects
a child or person during evil events
even though the brain is recording
sights, sounds, smells, physical sensations, emotions, and thoughts.
These experiences are repressed and
come back later as nightmares and
flashbacks. This was only the beginning of many experiences that would
change her life and rob her of her innocence and joy.
“Jesus loves me, this I know,” Darla
would whisper-sing from the closet
that had become her new home. The
only light Darla would see for days
would be the light that outlined the
door to her closet in her new home.
Her tiny fingers traced the light that offered her transcendence but no hope.
She fervently listened for every sound
and noticed any change in the light
that signaled another time of torture or
beating or other abuse.
“For the Bible tells me so,” Darla finished. She sensed she was not alone
in that closet. She remembers a picture she had seen in Sunday school of
the Good Shepherd standing in a
meadow with a blue robe and sheep at
His side. He was carrying a lamb on
His shoulders. Darla held the image of
that Shepherd in her mind and recalls
that she heard His voice assure her
that He loved her and that she belonged to Him. She believed Him then,
and she believes Him now. She states
emphatically that He has never broken
a promise to her.
Forced to live a life of duality, Darla
was coached to take a new identity
and a new history. She was taught
how to answer questions from anyone
who might suspect abuse. While with

her new “parents,” she was someone
to be used, abused, isolated, and tortured. While at church she was “the girl
the pastor and his wife took in.”
She was trained to master her tone
of voice if questioned and forced to rehearse lines for her “drama of secrecy.” She became confused and fearful.
She became able to hide any true
emotion. Taught that no one would believe her story, she became resigned
to her life of hopelessness. Fear kept
her from telling anyone, and eventually she believed that she really was
making the whole sick story up. She
was the one who was really in the
wrong.
In spite of her “parents’” effort to
keep their life a secret, after one-anda-half years her father was asked to
leave the ministry by the denomination
he was serving. Her mother’s addiction to alcohol and prescription drugs
became evident, and signs of Darla’s
abuse were discovered. While searching out the truth as an adult, Darla returned to that church to talk to anyone
who remembered her father as minister and the story of his dismissal. She
was told a great evil had been uncovered, but she does not know whether
anything was reported to legal authorities.
At age sixteen, Darla began to wonder whether the Shepherd was as
much an imagination as her whole life
seemed to be. Her heart became furious with everything related to the
Shepherd. She became totally committed to ending her life. Darla says,
“When a person has lost all desire to
live, the outside world has no lever by
which to tempt them to life.” With purpose and determination she walked in
front of an oncoming car in the hope of
ending her life. She remembers that
she was dead emotionally before the
first tread of a tire hit her.
She was injured severely, but her life
was spared. She flew up into the air

when the car hit her and landed facefirst on the windshield of the car. Her
face was swollen and bruised, and her
teeth were damaged. The swelling
would go down, and her teeth could
be repaired; the bruising on her body
would go away; but the bruising of her
soul continued. Even though cautioned by the nurses not to let Darla
see her face and condition, as soon as
the nurse left, her mother searched her
purse, determined to find a mirror to
hold up to Darla. “Look what happens
when you try to escape,” her mother
taunted her. Then she walked out.
Darla became despondent as she
lay in her hospital bed, further degraded by her life and family. She recalls
that at her “deepest hopelessness
was the precise point that the Lord intervened.” It was a touch—the touch
of a Christian woman who stroked her
hand despite Darla’s attempts to get
her to leave—and a whisper. This
woman whispered Darla’s name as
she looked into her eyes with love.
Hers was a look of love that Darla had
never known and will never forget. Before this woman, all the looks and
touches Darla had most recently experienced had been the very things
that had driven her to suicide.
Going in and out of sleep, Darla
does not know how many times the
woman came to visit or whether she
was there all day. She only knows that
she received bits of love and compassion as she was ready to receive them.
Tears trickled down her cheeks as she
dared to feel again. She was healing
outside and being restored inside by
the One who can create substance
where there is only a void, a plan
where there is only chaos and confusion. This woman told Darla over and
over that she was a miracle and that
God had not forgotten her.
Instead of questioning her life, Darla began to question the Author of Life
who gave her hope. Instead of running
away from life, she ran to the One who
could make her life make sense. She
saw that the sins of others had made
her a victim and that her sins as well
had caused her pain. She knew her
only hope was in Christ and the price
He had paid on the cross to give her
forgiveness and healing. She renewed
the commitment to Christ that she had
first made as a child. She was indeed
a miracle whom God could use in a
powerful way—not immediately but
someday.
That someday came when she was
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married to her husband. She began
having severe nightmares and flashbacks. She recalls trembling with fear
and covering her eyes to stop the horrible scenes that played out in her
mind. She knew her husband loved
her unconditionally, but she could not
tell him many of the details that would
start emerging.
The Shepherd would not let her go.
He brought a godly woman into her life
who brought with her the safety Darla
needed to unveil her own story. Darla
had really been afraid to even look at
herself. For the first time in her life, she
felt support and love and patience as
she disclosed her nightmare. Her husband became involved with her healing and became a true picture of how
Christ relentlessly loves His bride, the
church.
Twenty-three years of healing has
brought Darla to the life she lives today, and she admits that she has seen
a thread through it all. It is the commitment of the Lord to make good out
of pain (Rom. 8:28), to bring hope for
others out of personal pain (Jer.
29:11).
Darla started Life Touch Ministries in
her home twelve years ago. She is
committed to not turning anyone away
because of financial difficulty. She has
depended on the God she trusts to
provide for the ministry to which He
has called her. Three years ago God
provided a building and a donation of
kind that pays her rent.
She has three conferences a year to
help adults and children who have experienced the kind of trauma she did,
in whatever form it comes. Her conferences for adults are called “Returning
to Joy: When the Pain Is Too Deep.”
The one for children is called simply
“When the Pain Is Too Deep.”
Traveling and speaking engagements are supported by donations
and contributions. While giving a conference for heads of orphanages and
psychologists, she spoke on spiritual
warfare, dissociation, and trauma. She
became involved through this conference with an orphanage in Guatemala.
She ministers there twice a year.
Darla’s testimony is published in a
small booklet called “Tracing the
Light.” Through a set of circumstances
orchestrated by the Master, her testimony ended up on the desk of an administrator for Campus Crusade. After
it had sat on his desk for a year or so,
this administrator noticed the booklet
and was so compelled to read it he

could not leave without doing so that
day. He immediately called Darla to set
up a meeting in Africa, where Campus
Crusade was showing their movie,
Magdalena, a look at Jesus through
the eyes of the women of the Gospels.
All of those women were treated with
dignity by Jesus.
Originally the movie was produced
for women in Eastern countries. It now
has been translated into five languages. Wherever Campus Crusade
shows this film, pain is brought up in
the lives of the viewers—and Life
Touch Ministries, Inc. counsels those
in need. The movie is now in video format and has been put on a small chip
that can be played on an MP4 player
so that it can be smuggled into Muslim countries to minister to women
about how Jesus loves them and offers them dignity and grace. Life Touch
Ministries, Inc. provides a workbook
that goes along with the video to help
Muslim women apply the message of
Christ to their lives.
No one can understand pain as well
as those who have experienced it
themselves. Darla and her staff can
reach out in ways most of us cannot
and offer the healing touch of Jesus.
Only someone who has been through
the pain and the healing can offer love
in ways that the unloved can understand. Darla gives all glory to God because she is well aware that without
Him she might be dead in her sins as
well as dead physically.
I feel Darla’s story is one that needs
to be told. Even in homes that claim to
be Christian there can be horrible
things going on and being covered up.
My hope is that this testimony of faith
will open the eyes of Christians who,
like me, would like to think all is well in
Christian homes. I would hope too that
this testimony will help those who do
not know what to say or what to do in
cases of hopelessness. Sometimes a
touch and a confirmation of God’s love
and grace are enough to turn a life
around. Also, there is great comfort in
knowing that Jesus will not leave you
alone and that His promises are true.
Life Touch Ministries, Inc. offers immediate crisis intervention to victims of
abuse. Their crisis line is: 574-5517949; or visit them at: www.Lifetouch
min.org for more information regarding
CDs or tapes; seminars for counselors,
pastors, and lay leaders; or speaking
engagements. This is not meant to be
an advertisement for Life Touch
Ministries, Inc.—only a help. ★
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Lucy Webb Hayes, Christian First Lady
BY

S diplomatic visitors entered the
Blue Room of the White House in
1878, they saw an elderly soldier seated on a sofa. Someone explained that
he was there for a photograph with the
president. However, at the moment he
needed his ranking stripes sewed on
his uniform, and someone was doing
just that. Yet it was not a housemaid.
Stitching away was the first lady, Mrs.
Rutherford B. Hayes!
Unusual? Not for Lucy Hayes. This
act of kindly attention was just part of
her being first a Christian and second
the first lady.
Lucy was born 28 August 1831 in
Chillicothe, Ohio. As a teenager, like
many of her family, Lucy Webb made
a temperance pledge promising to abstain from alcohol. Later, when she
was fifteen, Lucy first met Rutherford
Hayes, who was attending a nearby
temperance convention. Hayes was
impressed: she was jovial as well as
very pretty. However, he knew a serious courtship must wait.
Several years later, while Lucy was attending college in Cincinnati, a biographer portrayed her as having not just
character but also faith. “Lucy’s happy
childhood, . . . an education in the best
schools, . . . the moral training she received from her mother and grandfather, and her commitment to Methodism which emphasized above all, the
necessity to lead a moral life, prepared
Lucy to enjoy and profit from her first
venture away from home” (Geer, First
Lady, The Life of Lucy Webb Hayes,
Kent State/Hayes Presidential Center).
Soon Hayes, as a young attorney,
reconnected with a now mature Lucy.
This time romance blossomed. Married on 30 December 1852, they eventually had eight children, five of whom
lived to maturity.
In 1863, as Hayes and his unit saw
Civil War action, Lucy and several of
their children visited him in camp. There
she cheerfully assisted the soldiers as
she could. When a man needed uniform
repairs, his buddies told him there was a
seamstress available at unit headquarters. However, they did not identify her
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as their commander’s wife. So when the
soldier inquired, Hayes was amused and
asked Lucy to help. She gladly did so,
and the soldier’s mended uniform
proved that the joke was on his buddies.
In August 1863, Lucy and her children
returned home after her baby died. She
wrote Hayes, saying she was sad to return home because of memories of the
loss. Also at this time she began to
doubt the strength of her faith. Was she
as good a Christian as a close friend? “I
almost despair of ever being what I
earnestly desire,” she wrote to Hayes.
He responded with loving reassurance that she was just as good a Christian as their friend. Then he mentioned
her unique talents. Since Lucy had compared herself to another soldier’s wife,
he assured her that although the other
lady was “affable and approachable . . .
[she] can’t make friends as you do. Your
gifts are rare enough in that line” (Geer).
After serving in Congress and then as
governor of Ohio, Hayes was elected
president in 1876. At his inauguration in
March 1877, Lucy and the two youngest
children were eager witnesses. “Beaming with pride and happiness her simple
black dress and bonnet could not hide,
Lucy listened attentively to Rutherford’s
address” (Geer).
One reporter further praised Lucy,
describing her “gentle and winning
face” as looking out from “bands of
smooth dark hair with [a] tender light
in the eyes” (Geer). She also contrasted Lucy’s simple, appealing appearance to the elaborate and ornate attire
of her predecessors.
The Hayes administration set a new
policy for White House receptions and
dinners. It was also a contrast to previous administrations, for although
they entertained well, they did not
serve alcohol. Temperance was a popular national cause, but they did it not
for political but for personal reasons.
Since they did not serve alcohol in
their own home, they did not do so in
the president’s home.
Because of this policy, someone
dubbed the first lady “Lemonade
Lucy.” Hayes was quick to respond

that he was the one who banished alcohol. The nickname was part of occasional press mockery, but there was
also widespread public admiration.
So where would the Hayes family
worship while living in Washington?
Some assumed it would be at a large,
fashionable church. In fact, the pastor
there quickly issued an invitation. He
also added that a wealthy church member had donated five thousand dollars
to provide a pew for the presidential
family. However, that first Sunday the
Hayes family settled into a smaller
Methodist church. Sometimes with a
son or a friend, Lucy walked to Sunday
evening services. Also on Sunday
evenings the family gathered to sing
hymns around the piano, where sometimes Lucy played. Family, friends, and
even administration officials attended.
As first lady, Lucy gladly opened the
executive mansion to everyone. A
friend wrote, “She once said to me,
‘Why should not the people come to
see the White House? It is theirs, and
they have a right to be cordially received by those whom they have
elected to reside in it for four years’”
(Logan, Thirty Years in Washington; or,
Life and Scenes of our National Capital, A.D. Worthington and Co.).
When Hayes’s term ended in March
1881, the family returned to Ohio. Lucy
became president of her church’s
Woman’s Home Missionary Society,
and Hayes served on various boards of
directors and attended conferences.
In June 1889, Lucy suffered a stroke
and died four days later at age fifty-seven.
To commemorate Lucy as first lady
as well as the Hayes administration’s
banning of alcohol in the White House,
the Women’s Christian Temperance
Union, a nationally influential organization, commissioned her portrait. Today
the painting is often exhibited in Washington, and a copy is on permanent
display at the Hayes Presidential Center in Fremont, Ohio. The portrait’s
scriptural caption commemorates not
only Lucy’s dedication to temperance
but also her Christian life. It reads, “She
Hath Done What She Could.” ★

Do Not Despise Small Things!
BY

N Zechariah 4:10 the question is
asked about the rebuilding of the
temple, “For who hath despised the
day of small things?” I have been impressed how many times God has
chosen to use small things to confound the great and mighty (I Cor.
1:26-29). The most outstanding example, of course, was the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ as a tiny baby—God
became man!
Some time ago, I wrote an article for
the GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES about the five
smallest books in the Bible. I also more
recently wrote another article about
four small epistles of Paul. It will be the
purpose of this article to point out
what God has done in the five smallest states of the Union and the District
of Columbia and then something of
what He has done in the six smallest
countries of Europe.

I

SMALL STATES
The state of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations is the smallest
state but has the longest name! It was
founded by a devout Christian, Roger
Williams, who fled there to avoid persecution. He was a separatist who
helped found the first Baptist church in
America, and he allowed complete religious freedom, even for Quakers and
Jews. This small place was probably
the first in the history of the world to
have complete religious freedom—a
harbinger for the entire nation.
The second smallest state is Delaware. First settled by Swedes and
Dutch, it was given to William Penn as
an outlet to the sea. Caesar Rodney
rode all night to Philadelphia to cast
his vote for independence, knowing
that he could never go to England to
get help for apparently terminal cancer. Delaware was also the first state
to ratify the U.S. Constitution.
The third smallest state, Connecticut, is now my residence. Thomas
Hooker led settlers here from Massachusetts for more freedom and land.
This state had the first written constitution; so it is known as the Constitution State. When it was still a colony,
its charter was about to be stolen by
an English royal governor. Instead, it
was hidden in an oak tree, and thus its
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freedom was preserved. Connecticut
is also known as the Charter Oak
State.
The fourth smallest state is also the
newest, or fiftieth, state—the island archipelago in the middle of the Pacific
Ocean, Hawaii. Early in the 1800s,
Christian missionaries went all the way
from New England around South
America (long before there was a
Panama Canal) to win the people to
Christ. Years later, many Americans
settled there. When the queen seemed
to want to do away with constitutional
government, she was removed. The
kingdom became a U.S. territory.
The western part of New Jersey, the
fifth smallest state, was largely settled
by Quakers, some of whom were my
ancestors. The best-known Quaker
was John Woolman, who did so much
to preach and write against slavery.
Also found on the New Jersey coast is
Ocean Grove, a one-mile-square
Methodist enclave with a great tabernacle. Today evangelical preachers
still speak there. Keswick Mercy
Colony, founded in 1897 by William
Raws, a converted alcoholic, is where
many with addictions have found
Christ. There are wonderful Bible conference grounds between two beautiful lakes where many have found victory in Christ through Bible teaching.
The District of Columbia, coterminous with the city of Washington, is
the seat of our three branches of government: judicial, executive, and legislative.
SMALL NATIONS
There are six tiny nations in Europe,
each with a fascinating history.
Vatican City, surrounded by the city
of Rome and the nation of Italy, is the
smallest independent nation in the
world—less than a square mile in size.
The headquarters of a great religious
organization that certainly has many
differences from evangelical Christianity, it does have amazing Christian
art, such as that by Michelangelo in
the Sistine Chapel.
The tiny enclave of San Marino is
also surrounded by the nation of Italy.
When all the other principalities on the
Italian peninsula were absorbed into
the newly united nation of Italy, it kept

its independence because it helped
the great unification leader, Garibaldi.
God often blesses those who do good
for good leaders.
The tiny principality of Monaco,
ruled for centuries by the Grimaldi
family, is less than a square mile in size
also; only the Vatican is smaller. It
fronts on the Mediterranean and is surrounded by France on the three other
sides. Sadly, it is known for the famous
Monte Carlo casino.
However, it is also home to TransWorld Radio’s wonderful broadcasting
studio, which amazingly was once
used by Adolf Hitler for propaganda!
Now the gospel is preached from there
throughout Europe. This ministry,
founded by Dr. Ralph Freed and his
son Paul, had absolutely astounding
answers to prayer financially, often at
the very last minute. At the inception
of the work, Dr. Charles Stevens, long
the pastor of Salem Baptist Church in
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, met
Paul Freed in nearby Greensboro to inform him that his church was going to
support the ministry just as his father,
Ralph Freed, was about to leave to
come home due to lack of funds! At
the time, Dr. Stevens had no idea of
the great need!
The tiny country of Liechtenstein
lies in the beautiful, mountainous area
between Austria and Switzerland. Like
its peaceful, larger neighbor Switzerland, little Liechtenstein amazingly
was able to remain neutral during
World War II. It is slightly smaller than
the District of Columbia!
Andorra, located in the Pyrenees
Mountains between France and
Spain, has an even more astounding
record for a European nation. It has not
been involved in a war or invaded for
over seven hundred years! What an
example to other nations!
Luxembourg, though only about the
size of Rhode Island, could hold all the
other five nations within its borders!
Sadly, it was overrun in World War II. It
is now a peaceful nation.
Hopefully, this article will encourage
some who feel small and useless that
God can use them!
Do not overlook these states and nations because they are small, but pray
their people will come to Christ. ★
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Missions
Reaching Kenya for Jesus
BY

Anthony with family

T is hard to imagine something as
simple as a bicycle being significant, but for pastors in East Africa who
travel by foot to carry the gospel to villages far and wide, a bicycle makes a
huge difference in their lives. Those
pastors blessed enough to own a bicycle have shorter travel time from village to village, giving them more opportunities to share the good news of
Jesus Christ with the lost.
Though twelve pastors in the northern parts of Kenya still need bicycles
for their ministries, Anthony Juma cannot supply them. He cannot afford the
seventy-five dollars to buy even one.
So instead, when he visits America to
raise support for the work in Kenya
and Uganda, he asks believers in
America whether any of them would
be willing to give seventy-five dollars
to buy a bicycle and make a pastor’s
job that much easier.
This he does despite the fact that
the money coming in for his own family’s support is hundreds below what
he needs each month.
When Anthony Juma came to our
church for a missions conference, I
originally thought of him as an “extra,”
a national pastor who would add international appeal to the extravaganza
I was planning. Then he came, and all
my big plans, all my big activities, suddenly seemed almost ridiculously lav-
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ish next to the
humble ministry
focus this man
brought into our
church.
Pastor Anthony,
an African man,
stood behind our
pulpit and proclaimed that all
people need to
hear the gospel.
He presented the
truth in a beautiful,
simple way that
humbled me. It
did not need to be
packaged with
“bells and whistles.” The old, old story is great enough
without any help. He stood and spoke
with such passion for the Lord and such
joy in his work that people in our normally silent congregation began calling
out “Amen!” as they agreed with him.
That evening he returned with pictures and stories. He cares deeply
about the work, and he speaks on its
behalf so that people in Africa will be
saved. It is God’s work, so Pastor
Juma presents it all, whether he is
mentioning bicycles that would help
pastors, his own support needs so
that he can serve the Lord, or other
needs that will continue the work. He
is a wonderful liaison between the resources God has blessed many American believers with and the needs on
the other side of the world.
How did this connection come to
be? Why does Anthony travel to America sometimes to represent a great
work of Africans to reach Africans?
Pastor Anthony Juma is a missionary with Independent Gospel Missions
(IGM), a Baptist mission agency that
works with national believers and their
ministries all over the world.
Since its inception in 1968, IGM has
branched out to include ministries in
twenty-seven countries. Through
IGM, vital national ministries overseas
have a connection to the prayers, support, and resources of believers all
over America, blending into beautiful

partnerships that further the work of
the gospel.
Anthony and his wife, Sheilah,
joined IGM in August 2003. Anthony,
born again in 1998, is the pastor of Huruma Baptist Church and the assistant
director of Baptist Faith Missions Fellowship of East Africa. He teaches at
the Independent Gospel Bible Institute, training a new generation of ministers as well as reaching out to over
six hundred children and their caregivers through the Huruma Christian
School.
Obviously, Pastor Juma is a very
busy man. He is a man who knows
God is at work and is giving his all to
be part of it.
He has seen God change people’s
lives even within his own family. “I
have really experienced God changing
the life of many folks in my ministry,”
he wrote in an e-mail, “but let me consider the story of one brother in our
church called John. This is my father
who used to be a Catholic. He was living in sin, and he was not really willing
to turn his life to the Lord. It took me
time, but praise the Lord that finally he
turned his life to the Lord and joined
our church Huruma. I have indeed experienced tremendous change in
Dad’s life since he was saved. He has
continued to grow spiritually and is
perpetually committed in serving the
Lord. Right now he works in our
church and is even doing some work
on our Christian school building. He is
there on a daily basis, which is really
unbelievable comparable to his former
life. PRAISE THE LORD FOR CHANGING MY DAD’S LIFE UNDER MY MINISTRY” (emphasis his).
Anthony is a man called by God and
blessed by God, but he is not a man
without problems. The major challenge their ministry faces right now is
the “false mushrooming doctrine”
growing in their areas. That problem is
why they started the Bible institute—
to train believers in sound doctrine so
that they will be adequately equipped
and prepared for ministry.
Another problem, one that is always

a hurdle in mission work, is money.
Five church congregations need
buildings, at five thousand dollars
each. The Bible institute needs a dining hall, including a water tower and
pump, for two thousand dollars, and
the Christian school needs a second
story so that they can complete the
building and reach more children for
Christ. These are huge needs in a
country where the per capita income
is less than eight hundred dollars a
year.
When he spoke to our church, Anthony explained that the Christian
school as a whole was in jeopardy as
the Muslim presence spread down
from Sudan. If they did not complete
the building in time, they could be
served with a closure notice from the
government. “This can make the Islamic religion have an upper hand
within our surrounding,” Pastor Juma
explained. They deeply desire to continue the Christian school, as it gives
them the opportunity to reach hundreds of children with the gospel and
raise them according to the Scriptures. “Through them we are able to
reach some of their guardians with the
saving gospel of our Lord Jesus.”
You may wonder why he said
“guardians” instead of “parents.”
Kenya, like much of Africa, has been
ravaged by the AIDS epidemic. An estimated 1.2 million children in Kenya
alone have lost at least one parent to
the disease.
“Through the school we are able to
provide education academically and
spiritually to many of the orphans we
have,” Pastor Juma says.
In his last report, Pastor Juma gave
the good news that five thousand of the
twelve thousand dollars needed had
been given for the school building. He
stated, “We don’t have enough funds to
finish the school building, but we believe faithful is He who started this task
and faithful is He to accomplish.”
The problems, difficulties, and sacrifices do not stop Anthony or the other
committed men and women involved in
the work in Kenya. They press on, doing the work, asking God to provide
their needs, and watching Him bring
more people into the kingdom.
Anthony asks American believers to
pray for his family and his ministry—
“for God’s protection, provision, and
potential in sharing Christ across
Africa.”
His brother, Peter Nilson, is also
called by God to reach Africa with the
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gospel. Peter joined IGM in 2009. After graduation from seminary, Peter
plans to return to Kenya to join a group
of national pastors reaching out in
Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi,
and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
“It is my desire to see the pastors
leading Bible-believing local churches
in Kenya and other parts of Africa
trained to correctly handle the holy
things of God’s Word,” Peter stated,
“and able to share that Word more effectively through the preaching of the
true gospel to thirsting souls in
Africa.”
Lest photos of African thatch huts
and pastors on bicycles tempt us to
think that simple truths accompany
the simple surroundings, Pastor Juma
teaches subjects including church
development, dispensationalism, the
poetry books, and balancing the
Christian life. With Islam coming down
from the north and the health and
wealth movement sweeping through
Africa, it is important that the ministers of the next generation are wellequipped with genuine biblical understanding.
Hearing of these men’s boldness
and of God’s working in lives, one
might think it must be easier to be a
Christian in Anthony’s hometown than
it is in America. But Anthony would not
agree. “I think it is neither easier in
Kenya or America,” he says. “It only
requires our determination in sharing
Christ with the lost. Whether in Kenya
or America, it only requires having burden with lost for the cause of Christ.
Remember we don’t save—it is the
working of the Holy Spirit by bringing
conviction in the hearts of people. We
only need to trust in Jesus, depend on
Him, and share the gospel hoping God
will bring about the increase.”
Anthony’s visit to my church made a
difference in my life. For one thing, it

Peter

reemphasized how wonderful national
ministries are. When my family raised
support to go on the mission field, our
mission board calculated that we
would need over four thousand dollars
a month for a family of four. Anthony
and Sheilah and their five children
need only twelve hundred.
When we went, we were foreigners
who had months and even years of
learning the language, adapting to the
culture, and striving to overcome barriers caused by misconceptions about
the West. The Jumas have none of
these difficulties holding them back or
delaying their ministry. They have cultural insights into the way their own
people behave and think that a Westerner might never discover.
This is not to say that we should
stop sending missionaries from America. Whoever God calls should go!
However, I am becoming more and
more impressed with the beauty of
God’s calling up nationals to reach
their own country (including Americans).
I intend to remain involved in Pastor
Juma’s amazing ministry. What about
you? Do you know of a work using national believers that you can pray for or
support? Will you ask God whether He
wants you to be part of His work
through Pastor Anthony in Kenya? (If
you are interested in supporting Anthony or Peter’s work, you can find out
how online at www.igmonline.org or
by calling 585-334-9048.)
You never know—perhaps the bicycle you buy for a village pastor will
make the difference in reaching more
people for Jesus Christ, allowing you
to be a part of missionary work in
Africa without even having to learn another language!
If Anthony were writing this, he
probably would not spend as much
time talking about the finances or
about himself as I did. His passion is
about reaching the lost, and he is not
shy about it. I will leave you with his
own words about what is truly important in this life: “All believers all over
the world are supposed to be committed for Christ,” he wrote, “as we remember the tremendous blessing of
salvation bestowed on us. We who
were sinners and lost cannot afford to
keep quiet about our experience but
share Christ with the lost. Christians in
America . . . share Jesus with the lost.
Remember! You can take nothing with
you to heaven apart from souls saved
in your ministry.” ★
(159) 31

Adults

The Sparrow on the Sidewalk
BY

HE sparrow on the sidewalk startled me. I nearly stepped on it and
would have sped by quickly without
regarding the sacredness of the moment. Sacred moment? Yes, I was
suddenly aware of the fact that I stood
in the presence of almighty God. The
lifeless sparrow on the sidewalk
proved it.
I believed in the omnipresence of
God, but this moment made me aware
of His special presence in the place
where I stood. The realization shoved
me past the theological facts I had
learned in seminary and caused me to
whack my head on the ceiling of reality. Standing in the presence of the
Eternal One, I felt like removing my
shoes, for God’s eyes were focused on
the spot.
For two years I had questioned
God’s motives. Did He care about me?
Was He aware of what I was enduring
for Him? These were self-centered
“me” questions that excluded
thoughts of anyone else. No one knew
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the doubts of my soul. Those of us in
ministry learn to blanket our innermost
feelings. A pastor friend of mine observed, “People don’t like to see their
cheerleader cry.” They refuse to believe their spiritual leader could have
problems as they do. So we drag out
the spiritual pom-poms and beam our
most godly smile to the grandstands,
hoping no one will know. We pray they
will not guess that we harbor doubts
about God.
I certainly had my doubts. We had
made a major move from a thriving
church to a struggling Bible college.
The idealistic desire to prepare young
pastors for ministry resulted in one
dilemma after another. I knew the right
answers academically, but God wanted to burn those truths into the depths
of my soul. I did not have the guts to
write about my hurts lest someone
read them. How dare one voice his
doubt in the Heavenly Father?
The move from pastoral ministry to

teaching at a small Bible college traumatized us from the start. My wife disliked the desert Southwest for good
reason. The city blazed with 119 degrees to cruelly welcome us to our new
home. I had taken a 50 percent cut in
pay to pursue a dream that soon became a nightmare. Although I was unaware of it, the college was having serious financial problems. One month
after our move, salary checks began to
be late.
We had barely settled into our new
life in Phoenix when my wife’s mother
was diagnosed with cancer, and she
flew back to Texas to be with her for
the surgery. Regretfully, the surgery
continued to be postponed, and she
stayed for more than a month.
“Don’t worry about anything here,” I
confidently assured her as she boarded the plane. “I can take care of the
house and the girls while you are
away.” (Husbands sometimes exaggerate their abilities.)
I have three daughters. I became
judge and jury over their arguments
about hairbrushes and clothes, and I
picked up countless hair bands that
belonged to no one. I suddenly realized why we were having difficulty
meeting our budget.
“Dad, we need six cans of hairspray.” (We wonder why the ozone layer is in trouble.) “While you are out,
pick up some more styling mousse
too.”
Driving carpool caused premature
wrinkles. “Let’s see. I pick up Julie and
Kathy at 3:30 this afternoon. No, wait.
Julie has volleyball practice until 4:30.
Does Karen get out at regular time, or
did she tell me she had a student
council meeting? Or was that tomorrow?” In my spare time, I also taught
college classes full-time and headed
the Department of Church Ministries
at the college.
Cooking became a crisis. I knew
how to cook and fancied myself a

chef. I could work magic with minimal
ingredients, but I did not know how to
pull food out of thin air. While my wife
remained away, our funds fell to two
dollars. All checks had cleared; so
there was no “hanging paper,” but we
had no food left in the pantry. Old
Mother Hubbard and I became soul
mates.
For a brief moment God appeared. I
received a check that day for a writing
assignment I had forgotten I had done.
It was a temporary reprieve, but the financial picture became bleaker month
after month. It seemed God vanished—until I encountered the sparrow on the sidewalk.
More disasters followed. The untimely deaths of several close family
members impacted us. The car, the
washer and dryer, the refrigerator, and
the television had terminal diseases
and expired during the same week. I
suspected a technological conspiracy
against me.
Feeling I had made a wrong choice
in taking the position at the college, I
decided to make a U-turn and head
back to a pastorate. Pride gave me
false confidence. “With my qualifications, finding a church will be a simple
process,” I mused smugly.
For two years I sent out resumes,
completed countless questionnaires,
and had interviews with search committees all over the country. The door
slammed on every opportunity when it
seemed the college could not survive
another month.
Migraines that had plagued me
since childhood began a new assault,
exploding in my head, forcing me to
my knees with nausea, and sending
me to a hospital for another shot that
could only dull the pain but not deliver
me from it. It was not unusual for me
to endure bad headaches five days
out of seven. Only someone who has
suffered migraines knows the embarrassing feeling of being a guinea pig
for all the treatments physicians and
friends can offer. CAT scans, allergy
tests, countless varieties of drugs, chiropractors, biofeedback, quack remedies from friends who knew they could
cure my headaches—nothing worked.
The pain continued.
Trudging through each day, I survived classes in which I mechanically
taught about the God who loves us,
suffering through discussions of His
divine will for our lives. In my stubbornness I persisted to teach what I
knew to be the truth even though I was
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perplexed over the issues in my life.
In retrospect the problems we faced
were merely the calm before the
storm.
It had been a tiring day, and we were
watching the Wednesday night news,
wondering why our oldest daughter
was so late getting home from youth
group. Perhaps she and her boyfriend
had stopped to get something to eat.
A few minutes later they walked
through the front door, and we were relieved, unaware of the announcement
that was about to detonate an explosion in our family that would shake us
to the core of our emotional strength
and spiritual beliefs. When they both
sat down, I suddenly knew something
was wrong.
“Your daughter is pregnant, and I
am the father,” my daughter’s boyfriend said.
My mind began its immediate discourse of denial. No, it can’t be true.
Not my daughter. That only happens
with rebellious teens, only to those
who can’t get along with their parents.
Oh, I’m so sorry. I’m sure you mixed
up your words, but it sounded like you
said my daughter is pregnant. I don’t
think you understand that she cannot
be. I am a pastor, and I’ve always had
my children under control with all dignity, and this situation is impossible.
If this is your idea of a joke, it is in
very poor taste. Besides, my daughter
could not be pregnant because she
has always been in by her curfew. She
is too young—I mean you’re too
young—just look at you. You haven’t
even been shaving very long. How
could you be a father?
Spiritually, I felt as dry as the desert
where we lived. I begged God to show
Himself in a big way, to remind me of
His presence through the spectacular.
Then I heard a still, small voice. My Father’s whisper surprised me when I
spotted the sparrow on the sidewalk.
He reminded me of His presence. I had
not lost Him, and He had not forsaken
me. Needing to be reminded of His
presence in a tangible way, I saw Him
in that object lesson on the gray pavement. In our grief, the most insignificant insights become colossal.
There it lay on the sidewalk—barely
dead, not yet stiff but lifeless. Decay had
not begun. Perhaps it had just dropped
from the sky, but God’s eyes were certainly there, for a sparrow had fallen.
“Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on
the ground without your Father. But

the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of
more value than many sparrows”
(Matt. 10:29-31).
In the context of the passage, Jesus
informed His disciples of the future
plans He had for them. They would be
persecuted. They said nothing, too
stunned to speak. Some of them
would die for Him. Jesus sensed their
discomfort, yet He wanted to prepare
them for the reality of their future. He
knew they could easily doubt His care
for them in the heat of persecution and
trials. They needed to understand He
would be with them during the darkest
hours.
Perhaps a sparrow flitted past them
from one tree to another, and they had
not noticed. Who notices a sparrow?
Jesus did. The Creator and Sustainer
of the universe not only created majestic eagles but also lowly sparrows.
He who poured vibrant colors into
peacocks and parrots also dripped
grays and browns from His paintbrush
to tint the most common of birds.
A dead peacock on the pavement
certainly would have arrested my attention, but a sparrow almost blends
with the walkway. For the smallest
coin in circulation, one could buy two
sparrows in Jesus’ day. They were little more than finger food for the poor.
Yet He said the Father noticed every
one that fell to the ground.
Seeing the helpless sparrow on the
sidewalk reminded me that God knew
what we were going through. He cared.
I had no idea what He was going to do,
but I knew we were not alone.
The body of that sparrow no longer
lies on the sidewalk. Thirty years have
passed, and its composted bones and
feathers are probably fertilizing the
nearby bushes.
Time has a way of proving God’s
faithfulness, though. The debilitating
migraines are merely a memory. My
mother-in-law is considered a medical
miracle, and she will be visiting us next
week. What about my daughter? She
and her boyfriend repented, married,
and now have five godly children.
Their oldest daughter just started her
first year at a Christian college and has
a boyfriend. Their second oldest got
her driving permit, and their youngest
started kindergarten.
My son-in-law and daughter are
stressed. Perhaps they wonder
whether God knows what they are going through. I tell them to keep their
eyes on the sparrow. ★
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Counseling Corner
Abusers
BY

JOHN ALVA OWSTON, D.MIN.

Q. I have been dating a man who gets
so angry with me that he pushes me up
against the wall and threatens to punch
me. I am afraid that one day he is really going to do it. After he cools off, he
apologizes and promises never to do it
again. So far he has not kept his promise. I am really scared. What should I
do? Is it my fault he gets so angry?
A. First, let me answer your last question. No, it is not your fault that this man
gets so angry that he wants to hurt you.
To be sure, we all do things that aggravate other people, but no one can make
another person angry. Anger comes
from within and is a choice on our part,
whether we want to admit it or not. Most
anger indicates that a person is not in
full control of his emotions or in some
other way does not know how to deal
with negative thoughts or situations
where he is not in total control. Some
people get angry when they are challenged about anything.
Knowing very little about the man
you are dating, I suspect that he is a
very controlling person. He wants to
know where you are and whom you
are with. You must have his permission
to do just about anything. He is domineering and always considers himself
right. He thinks he is smart and other
people are always stupid.
If the truth were known, he is the
way he is because of his own inadequacies, and his anger is a symptom
of his own self-loathing. He is not happy with himself, so he cannot be happy with you! “Studies show that
abusers are often people who feel insecure, impulsive, and threatened;
they generally hold low self-concepts”
(Collins, Christian Counseling: A Comprehensive Guide, Word).
My questions are these: Why are
you attracted to a man like this? Was
your own father this way? Do you think
this is the way men are supposed to
act? Do you not think you can do any
better? Let me assure you that you
can! This man is bad news; the longer
you stay with him, the worse it will get,
especially if you marry him! Do you
want to spend the rest of your life with
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a man who frightens you? I hope not!
Now, you might be asking yourself
whether it is possible for people like this
to change. Indeed, they can, and the
Lord can help them to do so. But be
clear about this: You cannot change this
man! He does not respect you; and no
matter what he says, he does not truly
love you. He has already shown you that
he is not a man of his word, since he has
promised again and again not to threaten you. What makes you think you can
believe him? Millions of women have
married men like this and are living in
misery. You deserve better, and no human being should be treated in the
manner you describe.
Although this man has not hit you
yet, be sure that one day he will. Once
he crosses that line, it will be easier for
him to do it the next time. My suggestion to you is to immediately break off
any dating relationship with this man.
He is obviously not a Christian; if he
claims to be, he has deceived himself
and you! True believers do not act this
way. Christians are to love one another and are even directed to love their
enemies. He is treating you in the manner evil people treat their enemies.
Once you break off the dating relationship, he may become more angry
with you or try to make you jealous by
parading a new girlfriend in your presence. Either way, you must be firm in
your decision to leave this man for
good. Should time reveal that he has
been truly converted and is behaving
differently, you may want to reestablish a friendship with him. I suspect,
however, that once you are free of him
and find a man who treats you with
love and dignity, you will have no desire to return to the angry man. You
may want to explore some Christian
counseling yourself as you work
through this. You obviously have some
self-doubt to suggest this man’s anger
is your fault. ★
Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101.

Couch, Mal. There is No Other Name. Clifton,
Texas: Scofield Ministries, 2010.

WO questions are asked in the
subtitle of this small book: What
does it mean to be saved? How does
one become a Christian? There are
fourteen short chapters that provide
answers to these questions.
This book is written in simple language, and the author’s intent is to
reach the unreached and those who
might classify themselves as Christians because they are religious. Basic
terms like “sin,” “lost,” “Adamic
curse,” and “salvation” are defined.
The author stresses that life here on
earth is short. The gospel message is
good news. He also sets forth what
one must do to become a child of God.
Joining a church, being as good as
you can, keeping the golden rule, giving money to the church, and getting
baptized are not conditions to be met
to become a child of the King.
Couch makes it clear that Christ is
set forth as the One who bore our sins
and was raised from the dead. He
alone is the way of salvation. Salvation
is by grace alone through faith alone in
Christ alone. He paid the sinner’s debt,
and His payment must be accepted to
benefit the sinner.
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Allen, William J. There’s a Great Day Coming.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Xlibris Corporation, 2009.

This good book has thirty short chapters and three very useful and helpful
appendices. Each of the chapters
makes vital contributions to the theme
of the book, expressed in its title.
Allen presents his views in plain,
clear language. In his preface the author states his purpose in writing
about the end times: “My purpose is to
demonstrate that a study of the End
Times is best done by examining the
entire Bible, for God has an overarching plan that includes the End Times,
but is far more than that. Indeed, I do
not believe the End Times can properly be understood apart from a thorough-going awareness of God’s plan.”
The author’s purpose has been
helpfully realized. I heartily recommend this book to all who want to
know more about God’s plan for His
world and mankind. ★
—Robert P. Lightner.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths
Youth Ministry and Transformational Change
BY

NY effective youth ministry in the
local church today must face two
of the most tragic social problems in
American culture. Although tragic,
they are an opportunity for the power
of youth ministry to transform lives and
perhaps even the culture.
First is the challenge facing the black
child in America—70 percent of all
African-American children are born to
unmarried women. Further, more than a
third of all young black noncollege men
are under the supervision of the corrections system. More than 60 percent
of black high school dropouts born
since the mid-1960s go to prison. Mass
incarceration blights the prospects of
black women seeking husbands. Sociologist William Julius Wilson reported
that “In 2003-2004, for every 100 bachelor’s degrees conferred on black men,
200 were conferred on black women”
(Will, “For Black Children, Daunting Divides in Achievement and Family Life,”
The Washington Post, 29 August 2010).
George Will accurately observed that
“high out-of-wedlock birthrates mean a
constantly renewed cohort of adolescent males without male parenting,
which means disorderly neighborhoods and schools.” Further, Will also
cited a report from the Educational
Testing Service (ETS): “Only 35% of
black children live with two parents,
which partly explains why, while only
24% of white eighth-graders watch
four or more hours of television on an
average day, 59% of their black peers
do.” That same ETS report correctly
concluded that “it is very hard to imagine . . . reducing the education attainment and achievement gap without
turning these family trends around—
i.e., increasing marriage rates, and getting fathers back into the business of
nurturing children.”
Nearly twenty years ago, educational
researchers Paul E. Barton and Richard
J. Coley argued that 90 percent of the
difference in schools’ proficiencies can
be explained by five factors: the number
of days students are absent from school;
the number of hours students spend
watching TV; the number of pages read
for homework; the quantity and quality
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of reading material in the students’
homes; and, perhaps, most important,
the presence of two parents in the home
(America’s Smallest School: The Family,
Educational Testing Service).
The state of the black family is arguably one of the most significant and
telling of social problems. No legislation, no amount of money (no matter
how large), and no amount of “social
innovation” is going to solve this problem. At bottom, the state of black children in this nation reflects a spiritual
problem. God ordained that children
are best served when there are two
parents raising them. When that is not
the case, children suffer.
A massive revival is needed in this
nation to redirect men to accept their
responsibility for raising children. The
Lord Jesus needs to transform the
heart of American culture to turn back
to Him and seek His forgiveness, His
cleansing, and His renewal. May He
raise up a whole generation of Christian
teachers, Christian youth workers, and
Christian pastors, all of whom will invest their lives in today’s young people,
especially black young people, to stop
the social bleeding that these statistics
about the state of black children tell us.
It is too late for most of the present
adult generation; but we can salvage
the youth. Lead them to Jesus Christ;
get them into accountability relationships; get them into college; and, most
of all, foster the renewal of the two-parent family in the black culture. Only the
church of Jesus Christ can effect this
kind of transformational change.
Second, consider a recent report on
the Ph. D.s awarded in America. Overall, women make up 51 percent of the
American population, but that statistic
is not reflected in higher education.
Women now hold a nearly 3-to-2 majority in undergraduate and graduate
education. Of the doctoral degrees
awarded in the 2008–2009 academic
year, 28,962 went to women and
28,469 to men. Overall, women
earned nearly six in ten graduate degrees in 2008–2009.
Among many other things, these
trends, now at the graduate level, re-

flect the growing despair and dysfunction of men. Men are more likely than
women to drop out of high school and
more apt to be diverted from higher education into menial labor or prison. Men
also join the military in disproportionate
numbers. What is shocking is not that
women are achieving such goals but
that men are failing, declining, and, in
some cases, totally dropping out of
such pursuits. What are the implications of such trends for future leadership roles in professions, in the church,
and in families? If men are dropping out
and women are excelling and assuming
positions of leadership, what will this
mean for young boys?
These developments reflect the deepseated confusion among men, especially young men. They have few positive
role models. Often their lives have been
lived without a father, and the women
around them are high achievers and increasingly fill major leadership positions.
What is a young man to do? Often, he
resorts to video games, or the high-tech
fantasy world now available at the click
of a tablet computer or a smartphone.
His fantasy world permits him to be the
boss, the tough guy, because he no
longer is in the real world. When he enters the real world, he is selfish, self-indulgent, and often abusive. No woman
wants a man like that! So, broadly
speaking, such men continue listlessly
living their fantasy lives—and end up in
menial jobs, prison, or the military.
Productive, God-honoring men are
becoming a rarity in our culture. Women
exceeding men in attaining the level of
Ph. D. is not an evil, but that this threshold has been crossed in our culture is indicative of something far more serious—
the state of men in American culture.
Such a cultural state gets to the heart of
our spiritual condition as a nation. It is
sad; it is tragic; and only Jesus Christ is
the answer. Let us pray and let us work
for the renewal of men in our churches
and in our culture. Men need to be
reawakened to their God-honoring,
God-enabling role as responsible husbands and fathers who lead and who
serve—and it all starts with effective
youth ministry. ★
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Teenagers
Lessons of a Mother’s Helper
BY

NNA ROSE eagerly hung up the
telephone. “Mother,” she exclaimed, “you won’t believe it! Mrs.
Shaw across the street asked me to
work as a mother’s helper this summer.”
“I imagine she does need help with little Trevor and the new baby,” Mother
agreed. “We’ll have to talk this over with
your father when he comes home from
work. After all, you are only fourteen.”
“I know I’m too young for a real job,”
admitted Anna Rose.
By the time her head hit the pillow
that evening, Anna Rose officially had
a summer job. She would be walking
across the street to the Shaws’ house
every weekday morning at 7:30 and
helping until around 4:30. So much for
sleeping in this summer vacation from
school!
Anna Rose had butterflies in her
stomach the first morning of her mother’s helper job. She did not take time
for morning devotions before work.
Right away, Mrs. Shaw set her mind
at ease. “Please call me Kelly,” she insisted. “I’m not a formal person, and
we will be working closely together.”
Kelly went through the family’s routine. “I try to have regular mealtimes
for Trevor. He needs to stop and ‘refuel,’ or he would just continue playing
without eating.”
Anna Rose spent some time with
Trevor in his playroom to see what he
liked to do. He had a wide variety of
toys, but his favorite activity was
building. “Maybe he is going to be a
construction worker,” Anna Rose
commented to Kelly at lunch.
“Like Dad,” Trevor agreed.
Kelly laughed. “Dad does like building things. He is an architect; so he
plans how to make buildings.”
“Has Trevor gone to see his father’s
projects?” Anna Rose asked.
“Oh, yes! I took him to see a new
restaurant being built last month,” Kelly said. “He talked about the construction machines for days.”
“Big diggers,” Trevor added.
“That’s what he calls the earth
movers,” agreed Kelly. “In fact, after
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that visit, Trevor asked for a ‘big digger’ for his birthday.”
Trevor added, “I will be four.”
A few days later, when Trevor was
building with his blocks and baby Tessa
was napping, Kelly and Anna Rose discussed the birthday party. “I thought we
would invite three or four boys that he
knows from church and their mothers.
We don’t want it to be too big, since they
are so young. If it is not raining, I’d like
to have it in the backyard. The fence
gives the boys freedom to run and play
safely while the mothers can sit on the
patio in the shade.”
They listed simple foods to prepare.
“I think the boys would love playing in
the sandbox with cars and trucks
rather than having a lot of organized
games,” Kelly said.
“Maybe just one game of tag or
drawing with sidewalk chalk on the
patio—if you don’t mind that,” added
Anna Rose.
Kelly thought about it. “I like that
idea. Thanks for your input, Anna
Rose.” She looked at the calendar.
“Trevor’s birthday falls on a Thursday. I
believe Saturday is a better day for his
party since some of the mothers work
outside the home during the week.”

“I would enjoy helping with the party, even though it’s not one of my regular workdays,” Anna Rose stated.
As the weeks went on, Anna Rose
dashed out the house every morning
after looking at her now-dusty Bible on
her night table. She kept promising
herself she would get up earlier and
take time for Bible reading and prayer,
but it rarely happened.
She was learning a lot about cleaning
up after little children. Trevor was not a
particularly messy boy, but he occasionally spilled his milk or got into the mud.
And he loved ketchup on his hot dogs,
but it sometimes ended up on his shirt.
Anna Rose often took Trevor for a
short walk to the local park. He loved
playing on the swings. “Push me,
Anna Rose!” he would beg. She tried
to teach him how to pump his legs, but
he had not yet caught on.
He enjoyed sliding down the small
slide that was part of the jungle gym. He
also wanted to slide down the big silver
slide that soared high above their
heads. When Anna Rose mentioned the
slide to Kelly, she shook her head. “He
is too little for that huge slide.”
One day, Trevor was climbing
around the jungle gym with some oth-

er boys Anna Rose did not know. They
were bigger than Trevor but seemed to
enjoy playing with him anyway.
Anna Rose’s cell phone buzzed in
her pocket. It was a text message from
her friend Charlotte. She wanted to
know what Anna Rose was going to
wear to the church youth group meeting on Saturday. Anna Rose had not
given it much thought; so she put the
phone back in her pocket.
When she looked back at the jungle
gym, she could not see Trevor. Jumping
up from the bench, she ran over to the
jungle gym, calling Trevor’s name. Then
she heard some giggles. “I’m hiding,”
Trevor whispered near her feet.
Anna Rose looked under the jungle
gym and saw Trevor and the others sitting on the ground. What a relief! Anna
Rose took a deep breath and asked as
calmly as she could, “What are you
doing under there?”
“We are hiding from the lions and
tigers,” said one of the boys.
“Oh, I see,” Anna Rose replied, smiling. The boys loved make-believe
games. “We really should go home for
lunch,” she added, checking the time
on her cell phone.
At lunch, Trevor told his mother
about his new friends. “Can they come
to my party?”
Kelly was not sure. “What are their
names? Do we know these boys?”
Anna Rose said she thought the
boys lived across the street from the
park, but no one came with them.
Kelly shook her head. “That is a
scary thought. One cannot be too
careful about children’s safety these
days—even if they do live across the
street from the park.”
They decided to let the matter drop
for now since Trevor just met the older boys that day.
A few days later, though, when Anna
Rose took Trevor to the park, the same
boys were there, without any adult supervision. This time, Anna Rose found
out their names and where they lived.
They were three brothers who lived
just across the street.
Anna Rose played with all of them for
a while. Then she sat on a nearby bench
and watched them play. Today they pretended to be astronauts as they sat twoby-two on the jungle gym.
When Anna Rose’s cell phone rang,
she answered when she saw by the
caller ID that it was her friend Charlotte. The girls chatted for a while, but
Anna Rose kept watching Trevor while
she talked.
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Suddenly she ended the conversation. The boys were heading toward
the big slide. “Trevor,” she cried, “you
are not allowed on that slide!”
Trevor stopped in his tracks. He
looked at Anna Rose and then at his
new friends.
“Trevor’s a baby!” they shouted. “He
can’t go on the big-boy slide!”
Anna Rose told Trevor, “Don’t listen
to them, Trevor. They are older than
you. When you are bigger, you can go
on that slide.”
Dejectedly, Trevor walked home
with Anna Rose. She could tell he was
fighting tears.
When she told Kelly what happened, Kelly shook her head. “Maybe
these boys are not the best playmates
for him. They have too much freedom
for being only six or seven years old.”
A few days later, Anna Rose took
Trevor to the park. He said he did not
want to play with those older boys
anymore because they had called him
a baby.
“I understand,” Anna Rose told him.
“We can have fun without them.” She
pushed Trevor on the swing for a while
and then watched as he played on the
jungle gym.
A few minutes later, the older boys
came to the park. Anna Rose groaned.
She wanted Trevor to have a good
time—not trouble.
At first, all seemed well. This time
the boys were pretending to be firemen. They used imaginary hoses to
put out fires. They climbed up and
down the ladders of the jungle gym as
they saved a pretend fiery building.
Anna Rose’s phone beeped. It was
Charlotte, who asked whether Anna
Rose was available to babysit for a
young couple from church who had a
seven-year-old girl. They had called
Charlotte first since she was their
neighbor, but Charlotte was going on
vacation and could not help out. “They
can bring her to your house so that
your mother will be there to supervise,” Charlotte added.
Anna Rose told her she would have
to check with her parents and get back
with the young couple. It would be
great to help them out—and make
some money for her college fund.
Suddenly, Anna Rose felt the wind
getting much stronger and decided to
end the phone conversation. She
looked over at the jungle gym, but
there were no boys in sight.
She jumped up and ran as fast as
she could, calling Trevor’s name. She

looked under the jungle gym, but it
was empty.
Then she smelled something.
Something was on fire! Following the
acrid smell, Anna Rose found the boys
over by the base of the big slide, lighting matches and dropping them onto
the ground.
“Let me have those matches!” she
shrieked. “You are too young to have
them.” She started stamping out the
grass that was burning.
With the wind blowing, Anna Rose
feared the flames would spread. She
was grateful that she was able to put
out all the flames. With her heart
pounding wildly, Anna Rose took
Trevor’s hand and told the boys she
would walk them home.
The rain started in earnest then, but
Anna Rose was determined to get the
boys—and the matches—home.
The boys’ mother was home with
her newborn baby. She was frightened
to hear they had been playing with
matches and said they would be properly punished.
Anna Rose dreaded going back to
the Shaws and telling Kelly what had
happened. She knew she had talked
too long on the phone with Charlotte
and nearly allowed a disaster.
Kelly hugged both Trevor and Anna
Rose as they dried off. “I’m so relieved
that you are both all right—and that
the fire was quickly extinguished.”
Anna Rose shook her head. “It
should not have happened in the first
place. I was not watching closely.”
Kelly nodded. “I agree with you.
From now on, you should not answer
your phone while you are on the job.
Let the call go to voicemail, and call
back later.”
“That’s only fair,” Anna Rose agreed.
Kelly continued. “It is a big job to
watch little children. They can get into
trouble in seconds. I get up early each
morning to spend some time reading
the Bible to seek God’s guidance for
the day. I ask God to protect my children and give me eyes to see danger.
Then I pray all day long.”
Anna Rose admitted to Kelly how she
had let her daily time with the Lord slide
this summer. “I used the excuse of having to be at work so early, but I have
learned my lesson. I need the Lord’s
strength and wisdom each day too—
especially since I am responsible for
helping with other people’s children.
From now on, I am setting my alarm
clock thirty minutes earlier so that I will
have my own time with the Lord.” ★
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For Teens Only
A Summer of Opportunity
BY

Y back ached. I was tired. “Sit
down on the cart,” urged my
husband.
I looked askance at him. When we entered the club store earlier, he had encouraged me to use a wheelchair available at the entrance—something I
thought I was too young to do! Pride gave
way to pain, however. I sat down on the
huge, flat cart; my husband pushed.
People smiled when we passed! Since
we were shopping for church supplies,
my throne was a magnificent box of toweling for the seat and a gigantic bag of paper towel rolls as the back. A large box of
copier paper served as my footstool.
When we approached the exit where
the attendant checked the sales receipt
with the items on the cart, he commented with a chuckle to my husband, “You’d
better enjoy that one! That’s the only opportunity you’ll get to push her around!”
Some opportunities come to us only
once. What could you do during the
next few months to take advantage of
a summer of opportunity?

M

A SUMMER TO SHARE THE GOSPEL
Make this a summer of telling people about Jesus Christ, the only Saviour from sin (Mark 16:15).
Opportunities to share God’s plan of
salvation are all around me. Often I just
do not see them until it is too late. If I ignore them, they are gone! Because of
this, I asked God to open my eyes so
that I can see and use each opportunity (John 4:35). I asked God for boldness.
When I stopped at a store to pick up
a lawn mower belt one afternoon, I
was surprised at the cost.
“My husband said it should cost
about twelve dollars—at least, that is
what he paid for one a couple years
ago,” I told the salesclerk.
“Everything’s gone up!” she said
with empathy and frustration. “Food,
electricity, clothes, taxes—”
I recognized my opportunity. “I’m
thankful eternal life is free!” I exclaimed and pulled out a “God’s Simple Plan of Salvation” tract.
Our area of the country had a lot of
rain recently. One night over nine inches poured down on a neighboring small
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town. This happened several times in a
month. In addition, a tornado passed
through the area, causing massive destruction along with the water damage.
Several vehicles whose drivers took
refuge beneath an underpass were
tossed by the tornado like toy cars.
Local people viewed the damage to
land and property with unbelief.
“What would you think at a time like
that!” exclaimed the medical assistant, helping me as she talked about
the storms. “What would you do?”
Although Abby did not expect an
answer, I saw an opportunity to share
the gospel.
“That is why it is so important to be
ready for eternity,” I began.
In my lifetime I have been witnessed
to outside of my home by one cult
member, never by a Christian.
While I was being helped at the customer service counter of a large chain
store recently, the Holy Spirit reminded me that I should give a tract to this
clerk also. Although I was reluctant, I
thought, The worst that can happen is
that they will tell me not to!
When she glanced at the tract, the
clerk replied, “I’m a believer.”
“I’ve been a born-again believer for
sixty years!” shared the senior citizen
driving the sky cart my mother and I
were riding through the airport.
“Well, then,” I replied, “I’ll give this tract
to someone else who needs to know.”
In the last three months as I have purposefully handed out Bible tracts and
talked with people while I shop, go
about my daily life, or ride through the
airport, four individuals have looked at
the tract and replied with a ready smile,
“I am a born-again believer!” That is four
more Christians who know that someone cares for their eternal souls.
When I think back about all the
times I could have told neighbors,
schoolmates, acquaintances, or
passersby about the Saviour but I did
not, I am ashamed and sad.
Dr. Jimmy Allen, former pastor of First
Baptist Church in San Antonio, Texas,
told of a dark-skinned boy who attended Sunday school at his church for three
years. The opportunity to accept and

obey God’s Word was available to him.
Did one of the believers take the opportunity to get close enough to explain God’s love and salvation to the
youngster, to personally share the
gospel with him? We do not know.
We do know that the boy who attended was Sirhan Sirhan, the twentyfour-year-old who shot and killed
Robert Kennedy several years later
(Pulpit Helps, May 1991).
A SUMMER TO BE A SERVANT
“In teen group we divided into smaller groups of two or three,” said the fourteen-year-old girl as she excitedly told
me about her Wednesday-night teen
group. “Each group chose a passage of
Scripture and studied together for fifteen minutes. Then we went to the children’s classes, where each group
shared the Bible lesson they had chosen with a small group of children assigned to them. It was great!”
Have you ever worked with puppets?
It is an exciting way to share Bible truths
and make them come alive in a parallel
story of real-life situations.
A thirteen-year-old who was interested in writing put her talent to good use
by writing puppet plays for her teen
group to use. Bible stories of Joseph,
Noah, Jonah, and many others became
lively puppet shows that the group of
teens practiced and presented to the
younger children over the next months.
Another opportunity to serve could
involve beginning a Bible club with your
neighborhood children for the summer,
part of the summer, or just a week.
Choose a specific time and place for
the children to meet. Your front yard or
porch might be a good, open area.
Teach a Bible song. Present a simple
lesson from the Bible. Apply it to the
everyday life of children.
“Look not every man on his own
things, but every man also on the
things of others” (Phil. 2:4).
Which of these following opportunities-to-serve suggestions will become
part of your summer?
• Offer to babysit for a weary mother of young children for two or three
hours each week.

• Ask your pastor whether there are
some jobs with which you can help.
Clean out a church closet. File choir
music. Deep clean a classroom.
Straighten and dust the church library.
Pull weeds in flower beds.
• In addition to attending camp as a
camper, spend another week or two at
camp washing dishes. Campers like to
eat. Volunteering to help is one important way to serve!
• Mow the lawn weekly for an elderly couple or a disabled person.
• Hand out gospel tracts at a
church-sponsored fair booth. Suggest
starting this ministry if your church has
such an opportunity.
• Get a group together to make a
float showcasing your church for the
town parade. Coming up with a good
idea can get the ball rolling.
• Visit a shut-in person each week.
Listen to his life stories. You both will
be encouraged!
• Give Mom a night off! Cook one
meal a week for your family dinner.
Then clean up!
• Learn about the missionaries your
church supports. Each week write a
letter to a different missionary family,
telling about yourself and some current church activities. Pray specifically for that missionary during the week.
A SUMMER TO HAVE GREAT FUN
Do you need some ideas for summer fun for your family, friends, and
youth group? Remember Proverbs
17:22! Try some of the following.
• Enjoy a watermelon-seed-spitting
contest. My German grandparents
made this a traditional part of our family picnics. Line up with a slice of watermelon in hand. See which contestant
can spit a watermelon seed the farthest!
It is not as easy as you might think!
• Clean out your closet and bedroom. Ask friends to do the same.
Then hold a youth yard sale. Give the
proceeds to a charity or a special fund.
• Initiate a paper airplane contest.
Make up the rules and fly!
• Summer is always a great time for
a water balloon fight—with a pizza
party to follow, of course.
• Turn on your GPS and go geocaching as a family or as a youth activity (www.geocaching.com).
Enjoy a summer of opportunity by
sharing the gospel, serving others,
and having great fun! ★
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Teen Scene
What Can a Christian Believe?
BY

JED N. SNYDER

Q. Can you believe in evolution and
still be a Christian?
A. The matter of being a Christian is not
the same as being concerned about or
confused by those who believe in evolution. Let us sort the two out a little.
All of us who are Christians were
saved by grace through faith in the
death of Jesus Christ on the cross in
our place (Eph. 2:8-10). What we believe about science and other theories
is not how we got saved. We are
brought to God by His grace without
anything except His gift to us.
Regarding evolution and believing in
it, we need to be sure we are talking
about the same thing. If by “evolution”
you mean the changes that can occur
within a species, that is not difficult for
the Christian. Horses, for example, can
be very small or huge Clydesdales. But
if by “evolution” you mean that the millions of differing parts of the material
world came together without an intelligent design or designer, you need to
know that this belief runs contrary to the
Bible.
You probably know Genesis 1:1,
which states categorically that in the
beginning, God created the heavens
and the earth. If God also designed the
laws that keep the millions of stars
moving through space, it is not too difficult to believe that He could also design the DNA and RNA of all the plants
and animals and the molecular structures of all things. The foundational
question has to do with your belief in
an all-powerful God.
Some believe that God got things
started and then let them develop according to the laws that He used to
start everything. This is called “theistic
evolution.” This theory is not biblical,
for the Bible teaches that God made
Adam as a mature adult man, not as
some mass of cells that would eventually become a human.
If teachers are good at their craft, they
will explain that evolution is a theory.
Since no one can demonstrate that intelligent design (creation) did not exist at
the beginning, any type of evolutionary
teaching must admit to being theoreti-

cal at best. Good scientists propose
theories under which they perform their
craft. It is an illogical and unfair jump to
assume that their theories are indeed
fact. My choice is to accept the Bible as
factual and wait patiently until scientific
theory finally conforms to its teaching.
Q. One of my friends committed suicide.
Will she be in heaven when I get there?
A. This is a really sad question, but one
that needs to be answered. We know
that where a person goes after death is
based on his personal relationship to
God. “The wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). “As many
as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God” (John 1:12).
We also know that God’s commandment “Thou shalt not kill (commit murder)” is simple, strong, and without exception. Suicide is self-murder. We
also must know this Scripture:
“Whosoever hateth his brother is a
murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him”
(I John 3:15). So the source of suicide
is self-hatred. We cannot know
whether any person truly has eternal
life. We must rely on God’s grace. We
can know that God is clear about murder. He is also clear about the connection between hatred and murder. We
know that God also desires each of us
to live for Him because of His love and
grace, not mostly because we are
afraid of Him. If we live to please the
Lord, we will enjoy Him more and more.
We will be prayerful about others who
are around us and appear to be in distress. We will seek to comfort them by
telling them of the freedom that comes
in knowing Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour. We will not be judgmental of
others who are struggling. And when
we know of someone who has lost a
loved one through suicide, we will seek
God’s comfort for that person or family. God is the God of grace, and His
grace is enough in all situations. ★
If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101.
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Boys and Girls
Let My People Go!
BY

UMMER vacation had finally arrived. Laurie and her friends were
looking forward to attending the wedding of Miss Bell to Mr. Chase at the
end of June. After the wedding, Laurie
and her classmates would address
Miss Bell as Mrs. Chase.
Laurie’s Sunday school class had
just begun their study of the book of
Exodus. Laurie raised her hand and
said, “Exodus is known as the second
book of Moses; he wrote it about 1400
B.C. Moses also wrote Genesis, the
first book of the Bible.”
“Very good, Laurie,” said Miss Bell.
Then she asked another question:
“Are Genesis and Exodus found in the
New or the Old Testament?”
“I know,” Tina replied. “Both books
are in the Old Testament.”
Then George asked Miss Bell what
the words “genesis” and “exodus”
mean.
“Let’s find out what the dictionary
says,” said Miss Bell. After finding the
two words, she said, “‘Genesis’ means
the beginning of something, and ‘exodus’ means mass departure.” After
some discussion, Miss Bell asked,
“Was Moses born in Egypt?”
“Yes,” replied George, “but he was
born to Hebrew parents. Sadly, the
Egyptian king thought the Hebrews (or
Israelites) were flourishing too quickly
and would soon outnumber them. He
sent out a decree saying that all He-

S
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brew baby boys were to be drowned
in the river.
“When Moses was born, his mother
kept him for three months. When she
was no longer able to hide him, she put
her son in a waterproof basket and let
it float in the river. The basket caught in
high reeds. Moses’ sister kept watch
from afar in order to learn what happened to the baby.
“That day Pharaoh’s daughter and
her servants saw the basket in the river and took the child out. Thankfully,
the baby’s mother was brought to
nurse him until he was older. Then the
princess took Moses and raised him in
the Egyptian court.
“As time went by, the Egyptians began to mistreat the Israelites very badly. God heard their cries and complaints and was saddened, for He
remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”
“Very good, George,” said Miss Bell.
“Can anyone explain what a covenant
is?” she asked.
“Yes,” Brian said. “A covenant is a
binding agreement.”
“What did God promise the Israelites?” Miss Bell asked. The dismissal bell rang, and the class left to
join their families.
On their way home, Laurie and her
parents talked about Miss Bell’s upcoming wedding; it was a week away. Laurie’s father asked her who would substi-

tute for Miss Bell while she was away.
Laurie told him that Miss Bell had
given Roger a two-week study outline
and that Mrs. Moore would supervise.
When Saturday arrived, Laurie and
her parents went to the wedding. Laurie’s class sat together. The wedding
was beautiful. Later the guests were
served cake and punch.
Before Laurie and her class knew it,
Mrs. Chase returned. She asked them
what they had learned during her absence. Roger then gave her the study
outline.
“Mrs. Chase,” said Brian, “God
promised Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
a land of their own, overflowing with
milk and honey.”
“Now,” she said, “I’m going to ask
you some questions. Why did Moses
flee from Egypt and go to Midian?
What had he done?”
George raised his hand and said,
“When Moses saw Egyptians mistreating his people, he killed one of
them, hiding the body in the sand. The
next day Moses heard two Israelites
arguing; he asked them why they were
fighting. One of the men asked Moses
whether he had been made a prince or
a judge. Then the man asked Moses
whether he was going to kill him just
like he had killed the Egyptian.
“Moses knew that Pharaoh would
learn about the murder; so he fled to
Midian. Weary, he sat down and rested by a well.”
“Excellent,” said Mrs. Chase. “Then
what happened?”
Laurie said, “As Moses sat there,
several young women began to fill the
trough with water to give to their father’s flock of sheep. Shepherds appeared and began to chase them.
Then Moses quickly drove the shepherds away, giving the sheep water to
drink; then they left.
“When the young women arrived
home early, their father, Jethro, who was
the priest in Midian, asked why they
were home early. His daughters told
their father that an Egyptian had helped
them, that he had chased shepherds
away and then had watered their flock.

Jethro then sent his daughters back to
invite Moses to supper.”
“Good, Laurie,” said Mrs. Chase.
“Can anyone continue?” she asked.
“I can,” said George. “Soon after,
Jethro gave his daughter Zipporah to
Moses for his wife. Moses then tended his father-in-law’s flock of sheep.
One day Moses drove his sheep to the
far side of the desert, which was near
Horeb, the mountain of God.
“An angel appeared to Moses from
a burning bush that was not consumed by the fire. Moses heard his
name called twice. He hid his face, for
Moses was afraid to look upon the
face of God. Then God spoke to
Moses, telling him to remove his sandals—that he was on holy ground.”
“Then what happened?” asked Mrs.
Chase.
Tina said, “God began to tell Moses
that He had heard the cries of the people of Israel, which troubled Him. God
then told Moses He wanted him to approach Pharaoh and give this message from Him: ‘Let My people go so
that they may serve Me!’ ” The bell
rang, and the class left.
The following Sunday Laurie and her
parents attended church; but before
the sermon began, Laurie left to join
her class. After Mrs. Chase took attendance, she asked, “Is everyone
ready for more questions?” They all
nodded. “Why was Moses reluctant to
follow God’s commands?”
Roger replied, “Moses said he was
not a very good speaker. Then God told
Moses He would give him instructions.
Moses would then tell his brother Aaron
what God wanted him to say to
Pharaoh. God also told Moses to go to
the Israelites and explain to them what
had to be done. Moses then asked God,
‘Who shall I say has sent me?’
“God replied, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ God
then said to Moses, ‘Throw your staff
on the ground.’ The staff became a
serpent. Then God said, ‘Moses, pick
up the snake by its tail.’ Moses did,
and the serpent once again became a
staff.
“After Moses’ encounter with God,
he asked Jethro’s permission to return
to Egypt. He wanted to see whether
his relatives were still alive. Jethro told
him to go in peace, and Moses then
left with his wife and family.”
Brian interrupted and said, “Even
though God performed many miracles
and cast many plagues upon the
Egyptians, Pharaoh would not relent
and let God’s people go.”
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“What was the tenth plague?”
asked Mrs. Chase.
George said, “It was the plague on
the firstborn, which included not only
humans but also animals.”
Then Sarah said, “Before sending
the tenth plague to the Egyptians, God
instituted the Passover. The Hebrews
were told to kill a young, unblemished
lamb and sprinkle its blood on the lintel and two doorposts of their house.
God would then pass over their home,
saving the firstborn baby.
“God also told the Israelites to take
all their possessions and to ask the
Egyptians for things made from silver
and gold as they fled from Egypt. They
left in such haste that they had to take
their unleavened bread.”
Laurie said, “I know what unleavened bread is. It’s bread dough that
has not raised. God then instituted the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, which
was and is today celebrated every
year by the Jews in remembrance of
God’s great power that finally released
the Israelites from Egyptian bondage.”
“Excellent,” said Mrs. Chase. The
bell rang, excusing the class. Before
leaving, Mrs. Chase asked them who
or what the Egyptians worshipped.
The next Sunday Tina entered the
classroom and said, “I know the answer
to last week’s question. The Egyptians
worshipped the sun, small animals,
frogs, insects, and even the Nile River.”
“Very good,” said Mrs. Chase. “I
have another question. What were
some of the plagues that God sent to
the Egyptians?”
Roger replied, “God sent plagues of
frogs, lice, darkness, hail, and locusts.
He even turned rivers and streams into
blood; there are more.”
Then the bell rang, and they left.
It was the Sunday before school
was to begin. Sarah said to Mrs.
Chase, “There is much, much more to
the book of Exodus. Are we going to
discuss the rest? I can’t wait to talk
about the parting of the Red Sea!”
“That makes two of us, Sarah,” said
Brian.
George interrupted. “I’m looking forward to discussing the miracles performed by God as the Israelites made
their way through the desert on their
way to the Promised Land. They complained a great deal as they traveled
through the wilderness.”
“Let’s not get ahead of ourselves,”
Mrs. Chase said with a smile. The bell
rang. “Enjoy your first day back to
school!” she called as they left. ★

Noah’s Ark

The Vole
BY

WANDA ERBSE

OLES are commonly mistaken for
other small animals such as
moles, gophers, mice, and rats. They
are sometimes called meadow mice or
field mice in North America. They
closely resemble a mouse, but their
body is much stouter, their tail shorter,
their ears and eyes smaller, and their
head slightly rounder. When fully
grown they can measure five to eight
inches long, including their tail.
There are approximately 155
species of voles—six in California
alone. They are found in Europe, Asia,
North Africa, and North America.
Voles are active day and night, yearround. Most North American voles
thrive on small plants, eating many
root vegetables, gnawing around root
systems, and eating tree bark. Due to
the large number of voles, many trees
die from this damage. They store
seeds and other plant matter in underground chambers.
Because voles have a prolific and
rapid reproductive cycle, a single
pregnant vole in a yard can result in a
hundred or more active voles in less
than a year. The average life span of a
vole is three to six months. Rarely do
they live longer than twelve months.
The longest life span of a vole ever
recorded was eighteen months.
Some signs of vole activity in your
lawn or garden are fresh trails in the
grass, burrows, droppings, and evidence of feeding in the garden and
surrounding areas. A vole problem is
often identified only after a number of
plants have been destroyed.
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You and Your Bible
BY

MARY LYNN BUSHONG

Do Not Worry Word Search
Read Luke 12:22-34. Find the following words in the puzzle. They may be forward, backward, vertical, horizontal, or diagonal.
grass kingdom treasure life heart ravens flock reap
storehouse toil fowls lilies Solomon stature arrayed
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Matching
Match the words in column two to the blanks in column one.
Column 1

Column 2

1. Take no __________________ for your
life.
2. Life is more than __________________.
3. How much more are you better than
__________________?
4. Consider how the __________________
grow.
5. Your __________________ is where your
heart is.
6. O you of __________________ faith!
7. Your __________________ knows that
you need these things.
8. __________________ what you have.

A.

meat

B.
C.

thought
little

D.

fowls

E.

lilies

F.
G.

sell
treasure

H.

Father

Fill in the Blanks
Use your Bible to choose the correct words to go in the blanks.
1. “Consider the ________________; for they neither sow nor reap.”
2. “Solomon in all his ________________ was not arrayed like one of these.”
3. “Seek ye the ________________ of God.”
Answers:
★Matching: 1. B; 2. A; 3. D; 4. E; 5. G; 6. C; 7. H; 8. F. Fill in the Blanks:
1. ravens; 2. glory; 3. kingdom.

One way to effectively deter vole
population is to make the habitat less
suitable to them. Weeds, heavy
mulch, and dense vegetative cover
only encourage voles by providing
food as well as protection from predators. They do not stray far from cover. When their protection is removed,
their numbers will decline. It is also
very important to mow and to spray
with herbicides on a regular schedule
to minimize their favorite protective
cover.
Voles have many predators, including coyotes, foxes, badgers, weasels,
cats, gulls, hawks, and owls. However, in most cases, predators cannot
keep vole populations below damaging levels. Many of these predators
do not hunt close to homes and gardens where stringent control is needed, and most predators have a broadbased diet and readily shift their
attention to alternate prey. The vole
does constitute a major food item to
many important furbearing animals.
However, a homeowner cannot afford
to wait for a predator to appear. He
must take immediate action to prevent the loss of valuable plantings
when the telltale signs of a vole invasion are found.
Voles spend considerable time
aboveground, and at times you can
see them scurrying about. However,
they spend most of their time belowground in their burrow system. In winter they burrow in and through the
snow to the surface. The clearest
signs of their presence are the welltraveled, aboveground runways that
connect burrow openings. They utter
sharp chirping calls to advertise their
presence to other voles. When a resident vole is killed, its territory will not
remain vacant for long.
Voles are poor climbers and usually
do not enter homes or other buildings.
Unlike the vole, the devil finds his way
into our homes and lives there when
we let our guard down.
Proverbs 6:14 speaks of the many
deceitful ways of folly. It says,
“Frowardness is in his heart, he deviseth mischief continually; he soweth
discord.”
The devil is the champion of lies. He
wants to confuse us at every turn in
our lives.
As Christians, we must do our very
best to reject the evil suggestions given to us by the devil. If we strive to live
for the Lord and walk in His ways, He
will lead us, and we will be blessed. ★

Wit and Wisdom Cartoons

Quote-ables

“You can tell when you are on the right
road—it’s all uphill.”

Crossing the River

***

George Whitefield: “Take care of your
life, and the Lord will take care of your
death.”

“Getting a new idea should be like sitting on a tack; it should make you get
up and do something about it.”

***
Billy Bray: “Lord, if any have to die this
day, let it be me, for I am ready.”

***

***

“Never judge a summer resort by its
postcards.”

John Milton: “And to the faithful
Death the Gate of Life.”
***

***
“When Herbert Hoover was President
he gave all his salary back to the government. Now they have us all doing
it.”

“It’s me again, God.”

***
Elizabeth Folkes (martyr): “Farewell,
all the world! Farewell, faith; farewell,
hope; and welcome, love!”

***
“The Old Days: We were broke, so we
lived on hamburger for a week. Now:
We lived on hamburger for a week, so
we are broke.”

***
D. L. Moody: “At that moment I shall
be more alive than I am now. I shall
have gone higher, that is all, out of this
old clay tenement into a house that is
immortal—a body that death cannot
touch, that sin cannot taint; a body
fashioned like unto His glorious body.”

***
“There are two kinds of business: yours
and the other person’s. Many people
can’t tell them apart.”

***

***
“Maturity is when you can sense your
concern for others outweighing your
concern for yourself.”
***
“It is possible that a person could live
twice as long if he did not spend the
first half of his life acquiring habits that
shorten the other half.”
***
“When you’re young you just want to
set the world on fire. Then you get older and just want to live close to the fire
department.”
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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Charles Hodge: “It is important that
when we come to die we have nothing
to do but to die.”

“Too bad we don’t know anything about parting the waters.”

David Brainerd: “I declare, now that I
am dying, I would not have spent my
life otherwise for the whole world.”
***
Robert G. Lee: “For a Christian man
to go home to God is like a soldier
coming home from hard warfare,
from the whine of bullets and the
boom of cannons to the home of loving voices.”
***
Robert T. Ketcham: “Never another
hill to climb. Never another dangerous
mountain passage. Never another
scalding, bitter tear. Never another
pang of heartache and heartbreak. . . .
Gone—gone forever are these, and
now, forever only Him.”
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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Dad’s Den
The Blessings of Adoption
BY

VER thirty years ago, a young single mother lovingly gave up a
daughter for adoption. The girl became part of the family of my sister
and her husband. Today she and her
husband pastor a missionary church.
Other family members have also
adopted, and we have witnessed firsthand the joys and blessings adoption
brings.
When people ask what the Bible
says about adoption, my answer has
often included Galatians 4:5, where
we learn that as believers we have received the “adoption of sons.” In Genesis 48 a complete story of an adoption illustrates the wonderful blessings
that should come from such a situation. At first it does not seem to be a
typical adoption. Jacob is adopting
two grandsons whose parents are still
alive. They do not have a financial
need; in fact, their father, Joseph, is
one of the richest men in Egypt. But
Jacob’s reasons for adopting the boys
have nothing to do with those situations. He wants to adopt them in order
to bring to them the blessing of God.
Joseph and his family lived in the
capital city, not in Goshen like the rest
of Jacob’s family. When Joseph heard
that Jacob was sick, he had to travel
to Goshen to see him. The very news
that he was coming gave Jacob
strength enough to sit up on the edge
of his bed (Gen. 48:2). Joseph’s visit
was a great blessing to his father, but
Jacob had an even greater blessing to
bestow.
Jacob wanted to adopt Manasseh
and Ephraim, Joseph’s sons, because
of a desire to share the blessing that
God had bestowed on him. He wanted them to participate in the covenant
promise God had given to Abraham
and Isaac.
Of all the great acts of faith witnessed in the life of Jacob, this is the
one the author of Hebrews chose to
record as the greatest of all. “By faith
Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed
both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped” (11:21). The act of adoption

O

44 (172)

ROBERT A. ALLEN

was an act of faith because Jacob was
telling them that God was going to
bless the family and keep His promises. He wanted the boys to be part of
the family that received God’s blessing.
One of the greatest blessings in
adoption is the opportunity to share
our faith in Christ with those who otherwise may not have known about
faith. You cannot get saved for your
children, but you can certainly provide
every spiritual opportunity for them to
hear the gospel and trust the Christ
you love and serve.
Jacob also wanted to adopt these
boys in order to encourage their spiritual success. As the sons of Joseph,
they had the prospect of social and
material success in Egyptian society.
But that was not what their grandfather wanted for them. He did not want
them to grow up and be assimilated
into Egyptian culture, even if that
meant social and financial success.
There was a greater success he desired for them.
Jacob knew that if the boys grew up
as part of the royal palace crowd, they
would be forever lost to the plan of
God for their lives. He did not have a
financial windfall he could promise
them, but he had something better—
a spiritual inheritance.
Every Christian parent should take
steps to provide a spiritual heritage for
his children. We should make it possible for them to get an education that
prepares them not just to make a living but also to live for God. We should
pray that they will find a life partner
who will be a spiritual blessing to them
as Rachel was to Jacob. We should
help them make right dating choices
that will lead to that spiritual result.
Providing for the spiritual success of
his grandchildren also involved providing a model of spiritual living on the
part of Jacob. He knew God as a God
who had been faithful for generations.
He knew God as the One who had
been his Provider. He had been fed
personally by this wonderful God. He

also knew God as His Redeemer (Gen.
48:16). Those were the qualities of
God he wanted his grandsons to know
and recognize as well.
An additional blessing in adoption
that Jacob desired for Manasseh and
Ephraim lay in his plans for their future.
They had a potential future in Egypt,
but he knew that their real future lay in
the Land of Promise. He knew that one
day his sons would divide that land as
God had promised. Jacob wanted
each of the sons of Joseph to receive
a portion of that land—which in effect
gave Joseph a double portion of the
inheritance.
In addition to giving these two boys
equal standing with his sons, Jacob
planned for their future by giving them
the birthright. They were to become
the leaders among the tribes, a position that the oldest son, Reuben, had
forfeited by his sin. First Chronicles 5:1
says, “Now the sons of Reuben the
firstborn of Israel, . . . his birthright was
given unto the sons of Joseph.”
Jacob was entrusting these two
young men with the leadership of the
entire family. At the same time he was
trusting the younger one, Ephraim,
with authority over his older brother.
God had chosen Ephraim for a special
blessing, but in order to receive that
blessing he had to give up a future in
Egypt. Like Moses in a later generation, the two of them had to esteem
“the reproach of Christ greater riches
than the treasures in Egypt” (Heb.
11:26).
When the tribes of Manasseh and
Ephraim appear in the book of Exodus, they were living among the rest of
their brethren in Goshen. They had forsaken the beauty and privilege of the
palace and had chosen instead to suffer affliction with the people of God.
That was not an easy decision for two
young men to make, but it was what
their grandfather wanted. And through
the Exodus, it became a great blessing in the lives of their descendants.
One of the greatest blessings of
(Continued on page 47)

One Mother to Another
Money Matters
BY

OUR children are growing up
faster than you can believe. You
have done your best to teach them how
to be responsible citizens and how to
love God and people. The one area of
teaching that often falls short, however,
is that of financial responsibility.
This is evidenced by a test on personal finance that was given to four
hundred freshmen at Texas A&M University in 2005. The test covered topics like saving and investing money,
using credit cards, and planning for retirement. The average score was 34.8
percent (Avard, “The Financial Knowledge of College Freshmen,” College
Student Journal, June 2005). Young
adults who are not financially wise are
likely to get into debt and be unable to
get out. Proverbs 22:7 says, “The rich
ruleth over the poor, and the borrower
is servant to the lender.”
If you want your children to escape
the slavery of debt, give them sound financial advice before they leave home.
The best time to teach your children
wise money management is when
they are young. Ideally, begin when
they first start receiving an allowance
or earning money for chores around
the house. Their money should be divided into three categories: giving,
saving, and spending. Typically, giving
is at least 10 percent. In Genesis 28,
Jacob vowed to give God 10 percent
of all that he had (vs. 22). The saving
portion of your children’s money can
be anywhere from 25 to 50 percent of
what remains after giving. The balance
is for spending.
It is never too late to start giving your
children financial advice. Once your
child has his or her first job outside the
home, you have an excellent opportunity to introduce giving, saving, and
spending if you have not done so earlier. In the teen and early college years,
saving can be divided into two categories. A portion of savings goes into
an account that the child does not
touch. This is for long-term goals like a
down payment on a house or a retirement fund. The other portion of savings
is for special events that might come up
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a few weeks or months down the road,
like a concert or a weekend ski trip.
Saving for retirement may seem boring and terribly far away for a teenager, but once he or she sees how much
money can accumulate, saving can
seem worthwhile. The Employee Benefit Research Institute reports that half
of all workers in the United States have
retirement savings of less than twenty-five thousand dollars (“How Many
Workers Are Postponing Retirement?
Why?”). However, if your child put just
twenty-five dollars a month into an investment account that paid 9 percent,
he would have over forty-four thousand dollars in thirty years. If he skips
that fancy five-dollar coffee every day
and invests it at 12 percent from age
sixteen to age seventy-six, your child
will have close to twenty million dollars
(Ramsey, Financial Peace University
Workbook, Lampo Group).
This is not getting rich quick but getting rich slow, as the Bible recommends. Proverbs 28:20 says, “A faithful man shall abound with blessings:
but he that maketh haste to be rich
shall not be innocent.”
To encourage your child to save
rather than spend, it helps to look at
the motives behind each purchase.
Your children need to realize they cannot have everything they want—at
least, not immediately—and need to
decide what is most important.
Questions your children should ask
themselves include: Do I need this or
just want it? Do I have to buy it today?
Will this item be on sale later? Would I
be better off renting, borrowing, or
buying this item secondhand?
One important consideration is the
opportunity cost. Spending money on
one thing means that money is not
available for anything else. It costs future opportunities and may be a case
of buy now and repent later. “He that
is hasty of spirit exalteth folly” (Prov.
14:29).
If your children become frustrated
trying to give, save, and spend, they
have two choices. They can either
earn more or spend less. Perhaps your

child should be more ambitious. In his
second letter to the Thessalonians,
Paul wrote, “If any would not work,
neither should he eat” (3:10). On the
other hand, your children should not
spend so many hours working that
their schoolwork or their relationship
with God or their family suffers.
Proverbs 23:4 says, “Labour not to be
rich: cease from thine own wisdom.”
One good way to determine
whether your children need to work
more or less is to write out a budget.
This also gives your children an opportunity to plan for irregular expenses like Christmas gifts or the Bible
camp they attend every summer.
It is a simple matter to enter income
and subtract giving and saving. Then list
needs and wants from the most to the
least important. Subtract each expense
until the bottom of the list is reached or
the money is gone. Starting a budget
when things are simple makes it easy to
add to the budget as your children’s
lives become more complicated with
rent, utilities, car maintenance, insurance, taxes, and so on.
As your children prosper through saving and wise spending, their income will
soon exceed their needs and wants.
This is when they can raise their giving
beyond 10 percent. At this point your
children will be able to support local
charities like homeless shelters, food
banks, or women’s shelters. They can
support missionaries or go on shortterm mission trips themselves.
If the requests from charities seem
overwhelming, you might discuss the
issue with your child. What kinds of
causes does your child feel strongly
about? What charities would he like to
learn more about? Would a particular
charity benefit more from a gift of time
or material goods? These types of
questions can help focus your child’s
giving.
Your children will find that buying
things for themselves quickly loses its
charm. Giving, however, never gets
old. Giving blesses the giver and the
receiver. It also pleases God, who
owns it all. ★
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Family Life

Circle the Wagons Around God’s Word
BY

HE view out our windows today is
beautiful as snow continues to fall
for a second straight day. It is a rare
occurrence in our corner of the world,
but two woodstoves are warming us
against the weather.
Despite the cozy circumstance,
however, my heart and mind have
been captured by a tragedy that happened yesterday to a precious brother
and sister in Christ.
After several hours away from home
with their younger children, our friends
arrived home to find their oldest
child—a young adult—gone. Not only
was the child gone, the clothes were
gone. The computer was gone. The
cell phone was still there, deleted of all
its data. A letter to the parents was
conspicuously left in a place the family could not overlook.
It was a devastating shock, followed
immediately by unanswered questions, grief, and concern.
Is this really happening? Where has
our child gone? What about the
younger children? What do we do
now? Can this possibly be true? Why
is God letting this happen?
Although we do not live near each
other, we have many life details in
common with our friends, and our
hearts are heavy for them. The situation confronting them coalesces some
thoughts I have been weighing recently.
In our family of six children and a
handful of in-law children and grandchildren, every one is unique. They are
individual in age and appearance,
character, personality, interests, abilities, temperament, needs, and spiritual condition.
The truth of personal uniqueness is
a conundrum that all families face.
And that truth comes to the fore especially forcefully when dealing with a
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circumstance such as our friends now
face.
A box of plastic forks in my kitchen
illustrates this truth to me every time I
open it. It is not a commercial box of
matching forks but an old box of leftovers from events of days gone by.
There are turquoise forks from our
daughter-in-law’s college graduation
picnic. The burgundy forks are from
my husband’s surprise fiftieth birthday
party. The pink forks are from our
daughter’s high-school graduation reception. There are clear forks, white
forks, beige forks, and black forks.
There are even forks from a fast-food
restaurant chain that friends who are
now with the Lord took home and
washed for reusing. They must have
eaten at that place often, for they gave
away a huge number of those forks
over the years.
In much the way people have different favorite colors, so it is with their reactions when difficulties arise. Individuality becomes especially pronounced
as various circumstances affect each
person. The responses of each one are
unique. In the face of adversity, needs
are as personally distinctive as the colors of forks chosen for special occasions.
In recent years the phrase “celebrate the differences” has appeared
frequently in media and advertising.
Celebrating individuality is certainly
among the banes and blessings of
family life.
So how do we as believers deal with
needs presented by the existence of
personal uniqueness while protecting
the whole? How do our friends meet
the needs of their younger children as
the family group adjusts to its new reality?
The adversity we face as we go
through life takes many forms. Per-

haps Dad loses his job. The family dog
may get hit by a car, or the house may
catch on fire. A grandparent may die,
or the family may move to a faraway
community where they do not know a
single soul.
How do we properly respond to the
troubling things God allows to touch
our families?
The first reaction often is to protect
the group and prepare a defense
against the onslaught of pain and adjustment. In American culture we
sometimes call that “circling the wagons.”
That is a good idea! Circle the wagons around God’s Word. God is the
source of all comfort (II Cor. 1:3-4). The
Bible is filled with His consoling words
and guidance.
As a first response, it is always correct to emphasize agreement with and
dependence on God’s Word and will.
The sooner we choose to submit to
God’s plan and await His leading, the
better. Every yearning of the individual
heart, even facing a group circumstance, will be thoroughly met by the
God of all comfort.
There are many scriptural concepts
that are pertinent to facing the difficulties of life. I find myself returning to
some of these over and over again as
“life happens” to our family and
friends.
Sometimes we are shocked by
things that happen, much as our
friends were when they arrived home
yesterday. But God is not surprised!
What a concept!
Several months ago one of our
beautiful little granddaughters, at
eight months old, was diagnosed
with brain cancer. It was on a Thursday that began with Sophia playing
normally on the floor in her family’s
living room. It ended with the doctor

saying he was sorry; there was nothing he could do. The baby might not
live through the night. If she was still
alive the next morning, there would
be brain surgery.
When our son called that afternoon
and told us Sophia had a tumor and
might survive only a few hours, the
shock was overwhelming. It was impossible to instantly comprehend the
complete reversal in her health.
There are no words to describe the
comfort we took from realizing God
was not surprised. He knew our
granddaughter was born with cancer.
He knew that on a particular day in
March, her whole family was going to
learn the truth.
The psalmist wrote (Ps. 139:13-17)
beautifully about God’s fearfully, wonderfully, and marvelously making us.
Several Scriptures speak of nothing
being hidden from God. Nothing surprises Him.
We love Sophia very much. Our
friends love their child deeply.
Nonetheless, another concept that
blesses my heart is that God is love.
God loves in a complete and thorough way that exponentially exceeds
our love. No matter how much we love
our children and grandchildren, our
spouses, and our friends and no matter how completely we display that
love by word and deed, God loves
more and better. God loves most and
best. God loves perfectly. God is love
(I John 4:16).
As little Sophia goes through the
struggles of chemotherapy, it is a great
comfort to realize that our Heavenly
Father loves that baby perfectly. Because of that love, He will use His
great power to do what is absolutely
the best and most loving for her and
her family.
Some of the things we face in life are
painfully difficult, but God promises
not to burden us with trials greater
than we can bear (I Cor. 10:13). He
promises that even our most difficult
experiences will have a good result
(Rom. 8:28). His great love is the
source of these benevolences toward
those who love Him.
An additional pertinent concept is
that God is timeless. A thousand years
to God is as yesterday or as a watch
in the night, a mere three hours (Ps.
90:4). Scripture clearly teaches He is
the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8). We are trapped by our
attachment to time and gauge our
lives in minutes and hours, days,
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weeks, months, and years. But it is not
the same with God.
This is a great truth. Our human nature cries out for prompt resolution of
our problems. Lingering sorrows drag
on and on, and we want out. We grow
tired of waiting and suffering and worrying and all the weak human responses in which we engage.
However, while we are wrapped up
with enduring our current trials, God is
perfectly working out His will in His
way for our good. His perfect plan is
not dependent on a stopwatch or calendar. We easily forget that our lives
are but a vapor, appearing for a bit and
then vanishing (Jas. 4:14).
When facing years of chemotherapy, an open-ended search for employment, or months of living in a camper
while a burned house is rebuilt, it is
good to inform our thoughts with
God’s perspective. Our lives are brief,
our trials briefer still; but eternity with
the Saviour will go on forever.
Yet another helpful concept is
something I have heard my husband
say many times over the years from
the pulpit. He encourages the congregation to, while enjoying their blessings, always remember the Blesser.
There is danger in focusing on the
blessing and forgetting the Blesser,
our Heavenly Father.
We humans are very results oriented. We are quite attached to process
as well. In general, we expect that following the rules or instructions will
yield the results we desire.
When facing life’s trials, it can
seem that someone changed the
rules on us in the middle of the game.
We react as if we were being shortchanged, for in our opinion we kept
our end of the bargain and are not
ending up with what we want or think
we deserve.
Scripture instructs us to cast our
care upon Him (I Pet. 5:7). God wants
to solve our problems for us, but that
requires us to submit to His will and
His way. It means we accept the results He chooses rather than our own
choice.
This is a lesson I have been learning
more thoroughly during the early
stages of Sophia’s sickness. The result I most want is a long, healthy life
for our granddaughter.
It is easy to put faith in the chemotherapy drugs doctors are giving
Sophia. After all, she was recently declared cancer-free.
But what happens when the chemo

process is finished? What good would
my faith be when the place I rested it
goes away?
In each and every circumstance, our
faith must rest solely on the Heavenly
Father.
God will decide whether Sophia’s
chemotherapy works. God will decide
when our friends’ child returns. It is
God who will provide the needed employment. It is God who heals broken
hearts and broken bodies. It is God
who truly and thoroughly knows our
needs, and it is He who can be trusted to meet them.
Life’s trials wax and wane. Blessings
and burdens ebb and flow. But the
principal abiding, soothing, sustaining
truth is that faith rightly placed will rest
firmly in our Heavenly Father, who
promises to direct our paths as we
trust Him (Prov. 3:5-6).
Always, always remember the
Blesser. “Every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with
whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning” (Jas. 1:17).
God’s love never fails. ★

(Continued from page 44)

The Blessings of Adoption
adoption is the privilege of providing
for the future of a child. We may
change his standard of living, but the
greatest change will be providing for
his future with God.
C. T. Studd turned his back on a career in professional sports and chose
to work under Hudson Taylor in the
China Inland Mission. Though born
into a life of wealth and privilege, he
chose to give away his entire fortune
to ministries like the orphanages run
by George Mueller. After serving in
China and then Africa for many years,
he said that his decision to give away
his money was one of the things that
had given him the greatest reason to
rejoice in life.
The future blessings in adoption
are not found in the money we can
leave a child but in the blessing of
God that brings joy into his life. We
have the privilege of preparing these
children in our homes for that godly
future. ★
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Four Effective Ways
to Grow in Bible Knowledge
BY

HE BARNA RESEARCH GROUP
recently posted the results of a
survey titled “Americans’ Bible Knowledge Is In the Ballpark, but Often Off
Base” (Barna Group, 12 July 2000,
barna.org). Researchers “found that
although nine out of ten adults believe
they know all the basic teachings of
Christianity very well . . . many theological inconsistencies and inaccuracies emerge.”
According to the survey, the core
fundamentals of our Christian faith
seem to be slipping in our churches
and homes. Additionally, compared to
earlier polls, fewer people believe that
there are absolute and moral truths.
Many of those surveyed do not have a
clear purpose for living.
Paul cautioned us about conforming to the world’s philosophies and human traditions, which are deceptive
and empty. Instead, we are to conform
to Christ and His teachings (Col. 2:8).
If we desire to be deeply committed
in our Christian faith, we must not ignore the theological views that are
closely aligned with the teachings of
the Bible.
God’s Word is truth. Jesus told the
new Jewish converts, “If ye continue in
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free” (John
8:31-32).
God’s Word is unchanging. Man’s
thoughts and ideas will change. Yet we
can trust in His unchanging Word.
To grow in our faith, we need to fear
God and obey Him. But how can we
obey Him if we do not have a solid
grasp of God’s Word? We will look at
four important ways to grow in Bible
knowledge.
Read God’s Word. If we are to enjoy a close walk with God, we need to
know what His guidelines and promises are for us. God’s Word is “given
by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (II Tim. 3:16). As we learn more
of God’s Word, we will grow in our
spiritual maturity.
We become the people we ought to
be through the transforming power of
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God’s Word. God has given us clear
instructions on how to live: “Till I
come, give attendance to reading, to
exhortation, to doctrine” (I Tim. 4:13).
We must be disciplined followers of
Christ. An important way to be disciplined is to set aside a devotional time
to read the Scriptures and pray. In
Psalm 46:10 we are told, “Be still, and
know that I am God.” In today’s busyness, reading the Bible is a way to silence the external noise and quiet our
hearts.
During the years of His ministry, Jesus would rise early in the morning,
seek out a quiet place, and pray (Mark
1:35). Although He had a busy schedule and demands from countless people, Jesus made time to commune
with His Father.
Study God’s Word. In Acts 17:11 we
read that the young believers eagerly
accepted the Scriptures and studied
them, desiring to have their questions
answered. We must not neglect to
learn and examine the foundations of
our faith.
The Apostle Paul strongly encouraged the young man Timothy to study
the Word. He said, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (II Tim.
2:15).
It is important to be involved in a
church that does not stray from biblical teachings. When we are not deeply
rooted in the truths of the Bible, we are
easily swayed and deceived by false
teachings.
Some Christians neglect to get connected with other believers. They do
not have the benefit of learning from
other Christians, many of whom have
years of Bible knowledge and lessons
to share.
We can take part in small-group lessons and discussions. A Bible study
with others can be an informal, interactive, and applicational study. Participants learn and discuss how they can
personally apply God’s Word to their
lives. Bible study groups help us learn
biblical principles and apply them on
an ongoing basis as we become doers
of the Word.

It is easier to deal with everyday life
when we spend time studying God’s
Word. Jesus wants His disciples to
learn and train how to live a life of empowerment. Jesus invites His followers to a life of purpose. When our contentment is based on our relationship
with Christ and not on our circumstances, we can be fulfilled as Christians.
Memorize God’s Word. I began
memorizing Bible verses as a first
grader. These treasured verses have
come to my mind many times.
King David knew how easy it is to
wander from God’s ways. He learned
that a solution to his wayward ways
was to memorize God’s Word. Psalm
119:11 states, “Thy word have I hid in
mine heart, that I might not sin against
thee.”
When we memorize verses, we
can have God’s thoughts, words,
and promises on our mind throughout the day. As we put on the whole
armor of God, we must keep front
and center our sword to protect us in
our spiritual struggles. The sword of
the Holy Spirit is the Word of God
(Eph. 6:17).
Meditate on God’s Word. Another
way to have a deeper understanding
of the Bible is to meditate on it.
When we meditate on something,
we consider it, ponder it, reflect on it,
and think about it. We learn new truths
we had not observed before as we
meditate on God’s precepts and directives for living. We gain new insights into the mysteries of God.
God spoke to Joshua, Israel’s new
leader, with an important directive that
came with a promise. He told Joshua
that His people must meditate on the
book of the law day and night so that
they would act according to all that is
written in it. Then they would make
their way prosperous and have good
success (Josh. 1:8). God’s directives
are not to be taken lightly.
Knowing God brings more joy and
contentment in our lives. As our devotion to God grows, He will enable us to
become all He wants us to be. We will
gain wisdom, stay strong in our faith,
and prosper in life. ★

Call Her Mara
BY

ALL me not Naomi, call me Mara:
for the Almighty hath dealt very
bitterly with me” (Ruth 1:20). This is
what I believe women are thinking,
feeling, and facing today all over the
world. We have only to read the news
or answer the phone to hear the
heartache, insurmountable problems,
and unbearable sufferings of our
Christian sisters.
I am Mara because of a financial crisis that gets worse with every passing
day. Social security runs out long before my monthly bills or food costs do.
I must try to short-sell my condo because its value has plummeted way
below the mortgage amount. I will not
see a penny.
My realtor’s home is in foreclosure
for the same reason. We are two of
many sister Maras who bite their stiff
upper lip while our husbands lose jobs
and savings, and 401k funds run out.
We try so hard not to lose faith or worry—God forbid! But dare I say we do
not fret, lest my human flesh cry
“Liar!”? We call out to God, who provides (Gen. 22:8, 14) and to the Lord,
who sees us and comes to us in our
need (16:13). His Word is a balm:
“[Cast] all your care upon him; for he
careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7).
Therefore, my sister Maras and I
wake up each morning fresh and alive,
ready to face trials and to live on in
spite of them. Rejoicing always in the
Lord, we pray constantly with thanksgiving (I Thess. 5:16-18).
In my case, I knew the Lord said not
to owe any man anything (Rom. 13:8),
and I repented for not being a good
steward of the Lord’s provision. Still,
guilt gnawed away until I recalled
“Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be
as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow” (Isa. 1:18). A quiet and perfect
peace welled up within me. Our merciful Saviour paid for our sins. I am forgiven. I need not suffer anguishing
guilt anymore.
Another Mara sat stunned when the
doctor said to her husband, “I’m sorry, Don. We see cancer spots on your
liver and kidneys.” Serving as missionaries in Mexico, they had come

C

SUMMER QUARTER 2012

ANNALOU WREN

home to find out why he had been so
sick. They were completely blindsided
when Don received the devastating
news.
They became even more dismayed
when he underwent chemo and radiation treatments time after time only to
have the spots return. Seven times in
eight years, Don went through the
nausea, exhaustion, and emotional
turmoil of every reoccurrence. Still, he
never missed church. And his joy in
the Lord, smiling face, and bear hugs
for everyone never missed a beat.
His devoted wife, Mara, was also
very brave and positive through it all.
They spent every precious moment together, except when she encouraged
him to go on fishing or motorcycle
trips with his brother or son. She surrendered totally, giving it up to the Lord
who heals (Exod. 15:22-27). She believed God could work a miracle cure
in an instant and prayed based on that.
She also fervently prayed for the Lord
to let her minister to widows once or if
she became one.
Finally Don, too tired and spent to
undergo anymore, went home to the
Lord. His dear wife lives on, lovingly
teaching widows and younger women
to trust and rejoice in the Lord no matter what He asks them to suffer and
endure. Her life testifies daily that “all
things work together for good” (Rom.
8:28) when you believe the Lord is in
control.
My third Mara is a sister we meet
more and more lately. This Mara hears
her alarm but cannot bear to drag herself out of bed. She does not want to
be depressed. She certainly does not
want to feel that she would rather die
than live.
She tries to explain how her own
mind betrays her, but no one understands. Her husband yells, “Depression is a sin. It’s your choice to be happy, so just snap out of it!” His words hit
her like a slap across the cheek. She
cries out, “O God, hear my plea! Take
away this darkness. Let my husband
comfort me and love me anyway.” But
his contempt for her becomes even
more intense and frightening.
Mara believes her prayers bounce off

heaven and fall at her feet. She tries to
hold on to her faith in God in spite of her
despair. But no matter how hard she
tries, thoughts keep pounding in her
head: You’re no good, Mara. Everyone
would be better off without you. She
wants someone to argue, but no one
does. Finally, it is easier just to escape.
Three times she tried to kill herself.
Three times she woke up in a hospital,
spending weeks locked up and in
group therapy until they told her she
could face her life again. Yet the moment she walked into her house, that
same destructive darkness swallowed
her up. She felt totally alone and
unloved, especially by God. Her mind
wondered whether the Bible, God, and
Christ might not be true. What if those
who said her beliefs were crazy and
wrong were actually right? Fear engulfed her. Her greatest concern was
even if God did exist, would He forgive
her for all she had done?
She realizes now, years later, that it
was the Lord mercifully loving her
through it all that made her faith endure
and return so strongly. She believes
that God is the only one who should
decide and, in her case, did decide
whether she would live or die. She
knows without doubt that God alone in
His faithfulness kept her alive through
all her suicide attempts. “It is of the
Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail
not. They are new every morning: great
is thy faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22-23).
Today she has courage and determination to faithfully trust the Lord for
every day, hour, and minute. She is
very sensitive and discerning to find
the one who sits alone in that same
dark place. She wants to live out God’s
Word, knowing it is absolute truth, by
reaching out and encouraging those
other desperate Maras.
“Though he slay me, yet will I trust
in him” (Job 13:15). Maras need this to
be our heart’s cry as we live through
the storms of life. The only constant on
which we need to stand is Christ, our
Rock (Ps. 31:3). Of all people, Maras
know God’s love, grace, and everlasting mercy much more now than we
ever did before. ★
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Last Word in Ministry
BY

HE doe sprinted up the hill, looked
at the car, and then veered left,
running parallel to the road. A herd of
does and fawns followed.
I stopped to see what the lead doe
would do. She turned again toward the
road that separated the deer from the
field across the way.
Seeing that I had stopped, she went
toward her original path and dashed
across. Ten does and fawns in single
file followed her lead. Perhaps in less
than two minutes they had crossed
and loped through the field and into a
wooded section.
What I saw reminded me of the
words of Acts 20:28: “Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to
feed the church of God, which he hath
purchased with his own blood” (cf.
I Tim. 4:16).

T

TAKE HEED TO YOURSELVES
The doe led the herd—an awesome
task considering this entailed safety,
shelter, and sustenance. When alone,
deer seem less cautious, sprinting
across or even standing in roadways.
While I am not an authority on deer,
what seemed to make this doe more
aware of her surroundings was that
she was not just responsible for her
own safety. She had ten deer following
her lead. She was taking heed.
Six Greek words are translated
“heed.” In Acts 20:28, the word “heed”
is prosecho, coming from two root
words—pros (forward direction) and
echo (to hold, direct). Meanings of the
word include to hold the mind, toward,
to pay attention, to be cautious about,
to apply oneself to, to adhere to, to
give attendance to, to be given to, and
to take heed.
In that brief encounter I had, the doe
appeared to do all of the actions defined by the word. How much more are
those of us in ministry to take heed to
ourselves? This is the lesson I gained
from my observance of the lead doe.
Acts 20 contains some of the last
words the Apostle Paul said to the elders from Ephesus. All his counsel is
noteworthy, but last words to those
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who minister the gospel often have
greater weight and impact attached to
them (cf. vss. 17-27).
“Take heed” in Acts 20:28 conveys
the idea of forward motion. The word
“therefore,” however, calls for a backward look at what came before.
The apostle told what had happened to him in the past and what was
happening in his current circumstances. Based on what had occurred
to him, he encouraged others who
minister to take or move forward in
ministry, being aware of each aspect
of the ministry. This is a daunting but
important responsibility.
The Apostle John wrote something
similar, but he added another aspect
to the concept. We must heed so that
we do not lose what we have already
earned (cf. II John 1:8). Leaders need
to be above reproach in all areas of
life—physical, spiritual, emotional,
and relational.
There are good reasons for this: (1)
the impact the leaders have on those
they lead; (2) the Holy Spirit is their
source of ministry; and (3) the flock
was purchased by the blood of Jesus
(I Pet. 1:18-19; Rev. 1:5).
TAKE HEED OF THE FLOCK
(SHEEP)
While the doe that led the herd I observed makes a good illustration for
ministry leaders, when it comes to the
herd, Scripture gives a different example—sheep.
Believers throughout Scripture are
depicted as sheep or the flock. The
word “flock” appears nine times in the
New Testament.
The herd I saw was led by one of its
own type. Sheep, however, are led and
cared for by a shepherd. An excellent
book to read about this subject is A
Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23 by Phillip
Keller (Zondervan). Keller wrote that
sheep never lie down if they are fearful, hungry, or experiencing tension of
any sort.
Like the lead doe, the shepherd provides safety, shelter, and sustenance
for the sheep. Sheep are defenseless
creatures that cannot protect or provide for themselves (cf. John 10:1-15).

TAKE HEED TO FEED
Sheep take a lot of care. Feeding
them might look simple—just put
them out to pasture. However, they
must be led to where the food is. A
shepherd must know where to find
food and pay attention to the eating
habits of his sheep.
If left alone, sheep will eat grass
down to the bare ground. There then
will be a lack of food. The shepherd
must guide the sheep to new and better grazing land.
When my family traveled through
Wyoming, we found Basque shepherds, descended from European
shepherds who tended flocks in the
mountains. In Wyoming, they spent
their winters in the hogback mountains where greener pastures and
fresh water abound. The sheep were
driven there in the back of trucks.
Alert shepherds of ministry will take
heed that flocks are not constantly
grazing in the same Scripture passages but rather are led to the whole
counsel of God.
There is another word in Acts 20:28
regarding the flock—it is the word
“all.” The shepherd takes heed to all
the flock, including the starving and
stubborn ones. He does not tend to
only his favorites or to those who are
easy to take care of.
TAKE HEED TO FOES (WOLVES)
“For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock”
(Acts 20:29). In the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus first warned about the
sheep’s greatest foe—ferocious
wolves. He said that wolves—false
prophets—would take on sheep’s
clothing to deceive (Matt. 7:15).
The Apostle Paul warned that wolves
will come in among the flock and not
spare the sheep. So the shepherd becomes the sheep’s only defense against
wolves, described as ferocious and
savage, who through deceit get into the
sheepfold to distort the truth.
Shepherds, take heed—the last
word in ministry. Take heed to yourself
and to the flock. Feed the flock. Protect the flock from their foes. ★

Restoration Illustrated in Philemon
BY

ESTORATION can be defined as a
return to the former or normal
state. This article will look at the form
of restoration as seen in the case of
the runaway slave Onesimus, who had
run away from his master, Philemon.
In this article we will look at the
restoration of Onesimus to Philemon
in three areas. First, restoration is a
freewill act. Second, restoration involves the providence of God. Third,
restoration involves an indebtedness
to someone else.
First, restoration is an act of free will.
“Wherefore, though I might be much
bold in Christ to enjoin thee that which
is convenient, yet for love’s sake I
rather beseech thee, being such an
one as Paul the aged” (Philemon 1:89).
The apostle appealed to Philemon
based on his willingness that Onesimus be restored. Paul could have
used his authority as an apostle.
In several other of his epistles, the
Apostle Paul had not used the authority of his apostolic office to command
something to be done, but at that time
he did not stress the authority of his office. This was Paul’s general pattern of
thought not just in this case but several other times in his other letters in the
New Testament. In II Corinthians 8:8,
Paul said, “I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love.”
The apostle wanted Philemon to allow Onesimus to be restored because
Philemon wanted to do so. He wanted
Onesimus to be restored not just back
into Philemon’s household as a slave
but to the level of a brother (Philemon
1:16). This is where our opening definition breaks down. Onesimus was restored above his “normal state,” above
his previous position. The Bible teaches
above and beyond the world’s thinking.
Second, Paul stated the reason God
had allowed Onesimus to run away.
God brought Onesimus to a saving
knowledge of Christ. Onesimus had
run away, ending up in the city of
Rome. Paul and Onesimus crossed
paths in Rome. Philemon 1:15-16

R

SUMMER QUARTER 2012

DONALD MOFFETT

says, “For perhaps he therefore departed for a season, that thou shouldest receive him for ever; not now as a
servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved, specially to me, but how
much more unto thee, both in the
flesh, and in the Lord?”
We are not always conscious of the
fact that God is dealing with us in a
providential way. Onesimus did not
have any idea that God was going to
convert him to the Christian faith when
he traveled to the capital city of the
Roman Empire or that he would come
in contact with the apostle while he
was there.
Just as Mordecai said to Esther,
“Think not with thyself that thou shalt
escape in the king’s house, more than
all the Jews. For if thou altogether
holdest thy peace at this time, then
shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another
place; but thou and thy father’s house
shall be destroyed: and who knoweth
whether thou art come to the kingdom
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:1314). Esther had no idea how God was
working in the history of the Jews but
only of how God was working in her
life.
Esther’s story had a wider impact on
the lives of a greater number of people, but God’s providential care in her
life reminds us of His care for Onesimus. Onesimus had no idea that an
escape to Rome was in the plan for his
life. He had no idea that he would become a Christian in that city.
God chooses many ways that we
would consider unthinkable to bring
about His purposes (Prov. 19:21). God
took Onesimus nearly nine hundred
miles to get him converted to Christ.
A third element of restoration illustrated in the book of Philemon is restitution. Paul was willing to make restitution for anything that Onesimus had
taken in his flight to Rome. Onesimus
may have stolen money, food, or
clothes to aid himself on his trip. He
had no means of paying back Philemon for any of those stolen items.
Paul’s willingness to make restitution on Onesimus’s behalf modeled

what Christ teaches us in Luke 14:14:
“Thou shalt be blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be
recompensed at the resurrection of
the just.” The Apostle Paul lived out
these words and is an example to us.
On a larger scale, Christ modeled
for us this concept of restitution. We
had no resources to pay our debt for
sin. Christ provided His own sinless
life on the cross of Calvary to pay our
debt. Romans 5:15-16 says, “But not
as the offence, so also is the free gift.
For if through the offence of one many
be dead, much more the grace of God,
and the gift by grace, which is by one
man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded
unto many. And not as it was by one
that sinned, so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation,
but the free gift is of many offences
unto justification.”
The key concept here is that all is restored because of grace. Grace has
been defined as the favor of God to
people who do not deserve His favor
but only deserve His judgment. The
book of Romans is replete with God’s
demonstration of His grace to His
creatures. In offering to make restitution for whatever Onesimus had
stolen, Paul illustrated God’s grace.
God deals with all creatures,
whether saved or unsaved, with grace.
He does not have to give any man a
second opportunity to establish a relationship with Him. In II Peter 3:9 we
read, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to
usward, not willing that any should
perish.” God is not slack concerning
His judgment, but He is willing to give
men every opportunity to enter into a
relationship with Him.
The three elements of restoration illustrated in Philemon demonstrate for
us how to renew broken relationships.
We must desire to willingly repair any
damaged relationship and rely on
God’s providence to care for the situation. Any restitution needed should be
made for closure and assurance of sincerity. God is in control and can restore
strained and broken relationships. ★
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Advance or Retire?
BY TED

SIMONSON

SECURE, comfortable retirement
is every worker’s dream.” I read
this bold statement recently in an ad
promoting a “retirement village.” And
what are the ingredients of this
splendid life offered to seniors? Here
are a few: maintenance-free apartments, golf courses, bus trips, fashion and craft shows, spas, gyms, and
all kinds of educational and cultural
activities.
About 77 million American baby
boomers are getting ready for all the
good times promised. And the antiaging industry is doing its best to convince these seniors that good health is
a part of this wonderful future.

toward you; that ye, always having all
sufficiency in all things, may abound to
every good work” (II Cor. 9:8).

BETTER AND BETTER
A big part of this campaign is built
on the unspoken hope that all of us
can go on indefinitely as long as we
keep busy and take the latest medical
supplements. Human growth hormones are reported to increase muscle mass and improve memory and
heart function. Natural estrogen and
progesterone are believed to guard
against Alzheimer’s and osteoporosis.
Most of these alternative treatments
are scientifically unproven, but over
1,500 practitioners are busy in the new
fields of study.
All these death-denying activities
should not surprise us in the least. This
world has rejected its Maker and is trying to deify His creation instead. However, there is no fulfillment here. God
has made us for Himself, and nothing
less will do. He remains our Creator.
In few places in modern life has the
devil made such a blatant appeal to
the flesh. Retirement is presented as
an expected reward for work done.
Retirement dinners and parties fortify
this idea. Generous—or not so generous—pensions guarantee a regular income. However, many feel displaced
and purposeless when all the balloons
have been popped and the strains of
“He’s a Jolly Good Fellow” have faded
away.

REALITY
We do not dream about our life in
Christ—it is a present reality! He will
surely provide food and shelter for us,
but He is interested in far more. He
wants us to be so secure in our relationship with Him that we find ourselves passing on to others from the
abundance we find in Christ daily.
There are special places where
Christian seniors may serve.

A

SECURITY?
If we have surrendered our lives to
Christ and are daily carrying out His will,
we can be certain of His care of us. “And
God is able to make all grace abound
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COMFORT?
We worship a God “of all comfort
(consolation, encouragement)” (II Cor.
1:3). He watches over our souls, and
the Holy Spirit constantly refreshes us
with divine love.
We are not given life in Jesus in order to worry and fret as worldlings do.
We have learned to cast all our cares
upon Him and to find in Him everything
we need. “My God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19).

FAMILY
It is a beautiful thing to see a Godfearing family in which each person is
blessed and passes on the good things
of God to the rest of the household.

Our enemy, of course, attempts to
wreck this by introducing homosexuality and other abominations. He hates
God and everything He has created.
“Falling in love” is offered as a good
way to choose a mate rather than
praying for the Lord’s direction. Divorce is offered as an option for a husband or wife who does not feel sufficiently appreciated.
Since God has created marriage
and delights to bless it, older believers
can demonstrate the happiness and
long-lasting character of this divine
contract. Young people need to observe and learn so that they do not buy
into the shallow and corrupt compromises offered by the world.
Psalm 92:14 foretells that godly seniors “shall still bring forth fruit in old
age.” They shall be “flourishing,” referring to their spiritual condition. Galatians 5:22-23 tells us about the valuable
fruit they should bear: “love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith, meekness, temperance.”
CHURCH
Look around your church congregation. Notice how many older members
are in evidence: They are usually the
ones ushering, taking up the collection, serving in the nursery, and bringing in extra chairs when the sanctuary
is crowded. Seniors also occupy posts

of responsibility on church boards and
committees, where their good work is
not always recognized.
PLACES OF EMPLOYMENT
Today many businesses insist on retirement at a certain age. But where this
is not the case, seniors may elect to continue working as long as health permits.
There are many opportunities in each
workplace to provide a listening ear, to
volunteer for an unpleasant task, to go
the extra mile, and to play the role of
peacemaker in office disagreements.
RETIREMENT HOMES
These places are often marked by
loneliness and futility. However, they can
be transformed by a few Spirit-led believers—residents as well as volunteers.
The important thing is to follow the
Lord’s leading in everything. Show special consideration for the staff. They are
often overworked and endure stress.
Take time to sit for a few minutes at the
nurses’ station and get acquainted.
If you establish a regular time for visiting by members of your church, be
sure to honor it even if some of your regulars are unable to come. This sends a
message: we have not forgotten you.
BIBLE CHAMPIONS
The Bible and church history are
filled with accounts of men and
women who did not let old age interfere with their service to God.
Abraham was one hundred years
old and his wife ninety when Isaac was
given to them. While waiting for God’s
promise to be fulfilled, it is recorded
that Abraham was strong in faith, giving glory to God.
Moses was about eighty when he
led the people of Israel out of Egypt.
When the people were ready to enter
the Promised Land, eighty-five-yearold Caleb declared that he wanted the
hill country. There were giants there,
and the cities were great and walled.
But with the Lord’s help, he would
drive them out (Josh. 14:12).
It is estimated that Daniel was in his
nineties when he was summoned to
interpret the handwriting on the wall
(Dan. 5:1-30).
WARFARE
“Retirement” is also a military term.
It signifies a retreat from battle. Senior
believers should have learned long
ago that they are all involved in a spiritual war. If they have trusted God over
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the years while involved in this battle,
they should now bring maturity and
wisdom to the fray—qualities the
younger generation needs so much.
During the Middle Ages, crusades
were mounted in Europe to attempt to
recapture the Holy Land. In some cases, aged warriors put on their armor
again and attempted to fight as in their
prime. Largely overlooked was God’s
call to a spiritual war in which believers
“wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in
high places” (Eph. 6:12). At a later period in history, John Bunyan dramatized
this warfare in his book The Holy War.
This truth applies as much today as
centuries ago. If you think our real battle is against earthly enemies, reread
Ephesians 6!
CHEERFUL WARRIORS
Let us pray much and do cheerfully
what is set before us each day. Let us
draw strength from God and trust the
Holy Spirit to show us where we may
serve. (A tip: There is usually plenty of
room for those who do not mind doing
the unpleasant tasks!)
There is certainly opposition. But
we are instructed to overcome evil
with good, to persevere, and keep
shining. This world is a dark place,
but it is ideally suited for Christians
who have learned valuable lessons
from years of warfare and are still rejoicing and glad.
Samuel Brengle of the Salvation
Army said that in his old age, his body
cried out, “Here, now, you have driven
me long enough! I am out of breath,
exhausted, wearied half to death! I
want to retire!”
But his spirit replied, “Not a bit of it!
I’m not weary! I’m just learning how to
fight! I’m getting my second wind! I
want to die in the thick of the conflict
on the field, at the battle’s front, sword
in hand and with my boots on!”
“My grace is sufficient for thee,” the
Lord told Paul, “for my strength is
made perfect in weakness” (II Cor.
12:9). This makes old age an excellent
place to demonstrate God’s sustaining power! Weakness and disability
are no excuse for feebleness of faith;
they are the ideal conditions for faith to
grow in!
Here are several people from various backgrounds who found fulfillment in service as they entered their
later years.

WILLING SERVANTS
Mary grew up in rural West Virginia
in a rickety house that rattled every
time the train went by. She married
young, and her husband died suddenly, leaving her with a houseful of children to raise. She never had much
money; so when she grew older, she
took a job in a nursing home. Each day
she would go to the institution’s
steaming laundry room, where she
washed and dried linens soiled by residents.
She babysat too. She could take a
fussy infant on her bosom and rock it
to sleep when everything else failed.
Friends remember her climbing the
outside stairway to her second-floor
flat at the end of each day, going
slowly because of her arthritis. At the
top, she would always smile and
wave. She was never known to complain.
Ashton was part of a family of six living in a wooden shack without running
water or electricity. Later, when he
grew up and married, he and his wife
could have had it better, but Ashton
was convinced he had been given a
long life in order to honor the Lord
through giving.
While his income was never more
than $25,000 per year, he gave away a
surprising $156,000. His gifts were
mainly in the form of $1,000 checks
given to people he read about in the
newspaper: a youth worker in a lowincome apartment complex, a volunteer serving in an elementary school, a
teenager who was homeless.
Under Robert’s big Western-style
felt hat was a big heart. He started going to the nursing home when his wife,
Elsie, was admitted with Alzheimer’s.
He rarely missed a meal with her. He
would milk a dozen cows before hurrying to the home for breakfast with
Elsie. When she went to be with the
Lord, Robert just kept going to the
home as usual. He set up napkins and
coffee cups for everyone. If wheelchair-bound residents needed assistance, Robert escorted them as if they
were celebrities.
An older pastor decided not to
spend his golden years in an easy
chair. Instead, he spends hours every
day planing, sawing, sanding, and gluing together cedar fence pickets in his
garage. He then sells them at craft
shows: about three thousand of them
so far. He has raised $85,000 for a
seminary in Russia. ★
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Harnessing the Body
for the Work of the Lord
BY

OR two blocks in either direction,
mothers came pushing strollers
with older children skipping alongside.
Fathers carried little ones on their
shoulders, while older children rode
bikes. Teenagers walked in groups,
whispering and giggling. They all were
headed for the church on the corner—
and it was not even Sunday!
The annual carnival at Georgetown
Bible Church in Hudsonville, Michigan, has become so large that church
leaders no longer advertise. The event
started in 2005 and now draws about
1,500 people according to Rev.
Richard McIntyre, called “Pastor Dick”
by the congregation.
Finding out what the community
needs is the first step in using summer
for ministry. The second is learning
what gifts and talents members have
to offer and harnessing that power effectively.
During the school year, most family
calendars are fully booked. Teacher
conferences, athletic events, parties,
and field trips claim family time. Add
regularly scheduled church activities,
and families can sometimes be overloaded. Come summer, however, the
schedule lightens. Children—especially upper-elementary and highschool age—have extra time and may
even be bored.
Early Christian educators recognized this opportunity at the turn of the
nineteenth century when the population of cities began to swell with children who had nothing to do. Sunday
schools and later Vacation Bible
Schools began to spring up across the
country. They are still important in
church programming today.
The Georgetown carnival began as
an evangelism tool. The gospel is presented through special coloring books
on the life of Christ, chalk art, puppet
shows, and other venues. A large
wooden cross is built, and all visitors
are encouraged to tack their prayer requests on it, written on sticky notes.
The staff prays for each one and often
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is able to make a personal follow-up.
About 85 percent of new families
added to the church over the past few
years got their first introduction
through the carnival. Visitors staying at
a nearby campground call to learn the
carnival date.
But the Georgetown carnival offers
as much benefit for the congregation
as for the community. “It just galvanized the church, with all ages working together,” said Pastor Dick. “Getting people to work together in
harmony was probably worth the cost
of the event.”
The talents are various—decorating, carpentry, music, organization,
and management of the workforce.
“Our people have dived in. Every year
people say they want to be involved
and ask how they can help.”
It is a lot of work, and it cannot take
place unless the entire church pitches
in to do jobs as small as handing out
cotton candy and balloons, to setting
up tents and tables and chairs, to being willing to go in the dunk tank—
even to helping kids operate real-life
earthmoving equipment. Members
also must be open to new people and
methods.
Believers have gifts and talents to
use in service to Christ and the church.
All are equally important, though not
equally visible (Rom. 12:4-8; Eph.
4:11-12). God illustrated His power to
Moses by using what was available,
asking, “What is that in thine hand?”
(Exod. 4:2).
A carnival is only one of many opportunities for churches to take advantage of summer. What does your
community need? Recreation? Organize a softball league, a three-on-three
basketball tournament, a father-son
free-throw contest, a knitting club, or
a video or table game competition.
Summer is a good time to think
about education. Does your neighborhood lack top-quality schools? Start a
mentoring program to coach reading
and math—both for children and

adults. Gather used computers from
businesses or purchase a few from resale stores. Then start a basic computer lab to teach keyboarding and file
management skills.
Music and theater arts may be the
key to taking the gospel message beyond the walls of the church. Free outdoor concerts or stage productions
(get permission from municipal authorities) with audience participation
create a friendly, nonthreatening venue for meeting neighbors. Young people outside the church may have few
opportunities to perform and would
welcome the opportunity to demonstrate musical talents if church members are nonjudgmental.
Is there a problem with gangs or violence around your church? Ask the
local police department what your
congregation can do to make the area
safer. You may be able to offer a safety night when public safety departments—including police, fire, and ambulance services—bring their vehicles
for the public to see. Law enforcement
and emergency workers meet the
public face-to-face on neutral terms
on friendly turf—the church parking
lot.
How about a door-to-door survey
during the summer to learn what
neighbors want from a local church?
Traveling in pairs, church members
canvas the community to ask whether
a family needs prayer for any needs.
Members with a talent for office work
can organize the information for follow-up calls.
In outlining a plan for summer outreach, take inventory of your membership. What is the potential for volunteers to take ownership of summer
outreach programs? Do not ignore the
potential of teenagers. Those living for
Christ have great potential and desire
to serve.
If members see summer as their opportunity to “take a vacation” from the
work of the church, extra programs
(Continued on page 61)

The Fruit of Joy
BY

T the time this article is being written, Christmas is only days away.
One often-repeated word seems to
express the sentiments of the time:
“joy.” Joy truly describes the positive
elements of Christmas. We celebrate
with joy the birth of the Child prophesied in Isaiah 7:14.
It is ironic that the sacrifice of Christ
is what enables the Christian to experience and demonstrate the fruit of joy.
Joy is a fruit of the Spirit as described
in Galatians 5:22-23.

A

THE WORD “JOY”
The Greek word translated as “joy”
in Galatians 5:22 is chara. Chara refers
to a person’s state of gladness or to
the reason for a person’s rejoicing.
Matthew Henry called it “a constant
delight in God” (Matthew Henry’s
Commentary on the Whole Bible, Hendrickson).
Everett Harrison noted an important
aspect of joy as related to the Christian. He wrote that “joy is conferred by
Christ upon his own followers (Jn
15:11) and is mediated by the Spirit
(I Thess 1:6; Rom. 14:17)” (Pfeiffer and
Harrison, eds., The Wycliffe Bible
Commentary, Moody).
James Moulton and George Milligan
wrote a lexicon of New Testament
words as they were illustrated by nonbiblical sources. Their work and that of
others helps us understand how the
word was used and understood in the
secular world at the time of Christ. One
of their illustrations comes from an
edict reflecting the joy of Julian’s followers over his ascension as the emperor of Rome (The Vocabulary of the
Greek New Testament, Eerdmans).
Here the joy of the people is in the success of their leader.
Joseph Thayer’s Greek lexicon defines the word chara as “joy, gladness.” He noted that it can refer not
only to the emotion but also to “the
cause or occasion of joy” (Thayer’s
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Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament, Hendrickson).
James Swanson noted that the
word is used in reference to being in a
state of rejoicing, gladness, and merriness (Dictionary of Biblical Languages, Logos Research Systems,
Inc.).
Donald Campbell wrote, “Joy
(chara) is a deep and abiding inner rejoicing which was promised to those
who abide in Christ (cf. John 15:11). It
does not depend on circumstances
because it rests in God’s sovereign
control of all things (cf. Rom. 8:28)”
(Walvoord and Zuck, eds., Bible
Knowledge Commentary, Victor).
R. J. Utley’s comments reflect a
similar conclusion: “Joy is an attitude
of life that rejoices in who we are in
Christ regardless of circumstances (cf.
Rom. 14:17; I Thess. 1:6; Jude 24)”
(“Galatians,” Study Guide Commentary Series, Logos Research Systems,
Inc.).
Kenneth Wuest made the important
observation that the word “joy” (chara)
as used in the New Testament most
frequently “has a spiritual basis, for instance, ‘joy of the Holy Ghost’
(I Thess. 1:6)” (Wuest’s Word Studies
from the Greek New Testament, Eerdmans). This would seem to indicate
that it is not merely an emotional reaction but one of a deeper source and influence. This would, as Campbell noted, make joy independent of the
circumstances.
If a person is dependent upon circumstances for his joy, he might discover that often his circumstances
prompt emotions that are just the opposite of joy. Some circumstances are
not normally joyful. Spiritual joy is provided by the Holy Spirit and often defies the circumstances.
This does not mean that Spirit-inspired joy does not contain an emotional element. A person may experience emotional joy for the same

reason he experiences spiritual joy.
However, the emotional aspect is secondary.
As L. Ann Jervis pointed out, joy “is
not the same as happiness. Joy is not
a state in which most of the circumstances of one’s life are satisfactory,
but rather is life rooted in the Spirit
(Rom. 14:17) and God (Rom. 15:13)”
(Galatians, Hendrickson).
JOY IN SPITE OF CIRCUMSTANCES
There are many examples in which
the presence of joy must obviously
come from the Holy Spirit. Prior to His
crucifixion, Jesus explained to His disciples about the coming ministry of the
Holy Spirit to enable them to retain the
fullness of His joy within them as they
continued in His absence (John
15:11).
Jesus later promised that His disciples’ sorrow over His approaching
death would be turned to an irreversible joy over His resurrection. He
compared this experience to that of a
woman whose pain in childbirth is forgotten by the joy over the baby itself
(John 16:20-22).
As Judas was betraying Him, Jesus
prayed for His Father to fulfill in them
His own joy. He did not want the anguish of the present events to discourage or divert them. Their joy and
faith in Christ were in spite of the visible circumstances (John 17:11-13).
Paul wrote that the present reign of
God in a Christian’s life is found in the
fruit of the Spirit, including joy (Rom.
14:17). He experienced such joy even
in his tribulations (II Cor. 7:1-4). He
prayed that the Colossians would be
strengthened by the Lord and that
their patience and suffering would be
characterized by joy (Col. 1:11).
Harrison noted that the Christian
distinctive is the way we respond to
suffering and waiting. We wait with
hope, and we suffer with joyfulness.
(Continued on page 61)
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Developing and Directing a
Nursing Home Ministry
BY

S we approached the door of the
nursing home, we could see her
through the window waiting for us.
“Oh! You are finally here. They said you
weren’t coming today. I just love it
when you all come.”
We often hear words similar to these
as we have ministered through the
years in nursing homes. These are the
forgotten people—those who suffer the
fear of loneliness and helplessness.
Some do not have family, or their family does not visit them. Others may have
never married or do not have any children. Their peers are often deceased or
in another facility like their own.
There are at least three reasons to begin a nursing home ministry. First, there
is the biblical call to remember the elderly. James 1:27 tells us that pure, undefiled religion is to “visit . . . widows in
their affliction.” Isaiah also reminds us to
“plead for the widow” (1:17).
Second, compassion should motivate us to begin this ministry. Many of
us may one day be in their place and
would want someone to visit, as well
as to conduct church services. To hear
the Word of God and the beautiful
hymns will encourage and comfort the
heart. Showing compassion is service
to Christ, for Jesus said, “Verily I say
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me”
(Matt. 25:40).
Finally, this mission field is right in
our own neighborhoods. Some in
nursing homes are Christians, while
many are not. They are waiting for
someone to tell them about spiritual
things. For some, it may be their last
time to hear the gospel. Jude wrote
about our responsibility to the lost,
saying, “And of some have compassion, making a difference: and others
save with fear, pulling them out of the
fire” (Jude 1:22-23).
The first step in beginning this min-
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istry is to contact the home and inquire
about the availability of a time for a
church service. Currently, we have a
weekly service at a nearby home and
a monthly service at another. Sadly,
some homes do not have anyone to
conduct services.
Recruiting volunteers may depend
on the willingness of those in your local church. Often it is as simple as asking others to pray about joining you.
This may be the most effective way.
Making an announcement about an
upcoming information session may interest those who would like to minister
to the elderly but do not know what is
involved. When having this session, it
is good to let prospective team members know what to expect. Depending
on the home, the staff may assist in
gathering individuals for the service.
But it is always good to visit in their
rooms, especially considering that
some are bedfast.
Another area that must be understood is the condition of the residents.
Some may be blind, deaf, or ill, while
others may be crippled, have dementia,
or be unable to control bodily functions.
Not all the residents will be elderly;
some may be there for rehabilitation.
You can usually expect a smile, love,
and a desire to interact. You will hear
many stories of the past, receive a hug,
and be personally blessed.
Some might ask, “Why minister to
this type of people? They do not know
what is going on.” My reply is that we
should minister to them because
Christ died for all. We have seen how
God has cleared faded minds enough
for the gospel light to shine through.
One gentleman who fought in World
War I suffered with Alzheimer’s. I
would sit with him and try to tell him of
the Lord. There never was much response, but one day his mind cleared
enough for him to come to the Lord.
That is the faithfulness of God!

Volunteers also need to know what
is expected of them. There must be a
sincere desire to serve. A willingness
to join in congregational singing,
share during a Bible study, or prepare
a devotional with a smile will be helpful. By actively participating they will
gain the confidence of the residents
and demonstrate that they are really
loved.
When conducting a church service,
the following should be remembered.
Conduct the service in a manner that
is similar to the way it is ordered in a
local church, since many are familiar
with this already. Familiarity will help
them feel more at ease. The key is to
keep it shorter, considering their attention spans.
Always try to choose the old hymns.
There are several reasons for this. The
hymns glorify the Lord and minister to
the soul, “speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in
your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 5:19).
Many of the residents may not be able
to see or hold a hymnbook but may
know some of the words from memory. Plus, the content of the hymns
speaks volumes about the goodness
and mercy of God.
Prayer time is when various needs
can be remembered. The residents
should be encouraged to pray for others who may need special help. Sometimes a resident will thank God at this
time for answered prayer, salvation, or
blessings.
The message should be Bible based
yet practical, addressing some of the
particular needs of the residents.
Make sure illustrations or questions
are included to mentally stimulate the
listeners and produce interaction with
the Word of God.
In conclusion, I would like to recommend a resource worth considering.
(Continued on page 61)

Journey of the Biblical Husband
BY

HEN a man decides he wants to
be a husband, he has decided
to transition into a different role of responsibility and relationship with God.
As a result, he strives to become the
husband God desires him to be and
the husband his wife needs him to be.
There is no man who begins his marriage being the best husband he can
ever be. Marriage is a journey, and
there must be learning throughout the
journey. Compare the process by
thinking of a job, a career, an educational degree—all these require a person to continue learning, adjusting,
and sacrificing. There are bitter consequences if we do not understand
this.
Every journey has its hills, slopes,
curves, storms, and less-desirable experiences. When we encounter these
difficulties as husbands, instead of
asking why, we should ask God how
we can learn from them to become
more like Him.

W

THE JOURNEY BEGINS WITHIN
Before we discuss how we should
relate to our wives, let us take a look
within. God expects you to be a Christian man—not a perfect man but a
man who wants to please God. Our intimacy with God will determine our intimacy with our wives. If we are going
to be godly husbands, we will first be
godly men.
Brokenness is a prerequisite to understanding God’s grace. Brokenness
does not mean something that is unusable; in God’s eyes it is the opposite. When we are broken, He has our
full attention and adoration.
Many years ago I heard a story about
a man who endlessly loved to dig and
examine rocks and precious metals. He
would take his find and place it in his kiln
to purge the impurities, better known as
dross. Every few minutes he would look
in a specially designed peephole to
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monitor the purging process. When he
could see a reflection of himself in the
liquids of the stone, he knew it was time
to end the process.
On our journey, we are the best husbands when we allow the impurities of
our lives to be extracted by the One who
found us and we begin to resemble Him.
Is this where you are as a husband?
LEARN UNSELFISH LOVE
Learning to love our wives is a
process in our journey that some will
think is very easy for them—it just happens naturally. If we think just a moment, we will realize that the love
Christ is referring to does not happen
naturally; it is produced by His Spirit
and displayed as unselfishness. We
have a choice between selfish freedom and independence or sacrificial
love. Marriages fail at times because
someone thinks that love is just a feeling or that it just comes naturally. We
can choose to love someone, to learn
how to love her even though she is not
perfect and may never be what we
have wrongfully perceived in our
minds as acceptable or lovable.
It is imperative that a friendship between the husband and wife be cultivated. I cannot think of anyone I would
rather be with than my wife. The Scriptures give us at least two examples for
such a love. In Ephesians 5:25 we are
told to love our wives as Christ loved
the church—certainly not a perfect
church. We are then told in verse 28 to
love our wives as we love our own
bodies—our imperfect bodies, imperfect attitudes, and inconsistencies.
The enemy likes to point out the
faults and weaknesses of our mates;
but when did the devil and our flesh
begin to tell the truth and not be selfserving? It is when we listen to God
and follow His lead that the best from
His perspective comes our way. It is
wise for us to learn how to love our

wives the way God wants us to.
LEARN UNHESITANT LEADERSHIP
God has ordained husbands to take
the leadership role in the marriage. Being the leader does not mean one becomes a dictator or begins to bellow
commands. We lead by example of
service and example of humble
strength. Our wives feel safe, secure,
assured, and loved when we lead in
this way.
Does your wife know that as much as
lies within your power, nothing and no
one will ever harm her as long as you
walk on this earth? Does she know that
you will cut grass, trim trees, wash cars,
and work long hours if necessary to be
sure she is warm, clothed, and fed?
Does she know this? This is leadership.
Are you available to make decisions, to
help, and to keep as much pressure off
her as is humanly possible?
Due to unfortunate circumstances,
some men cannot physically do some
of these things. The key is whether our
wife knows that she is our queen.
Wives know if we want to be their hero.
LEARN TO UNDERSTAND HER
GIFT
My wife and I had not been married
but a few days when I came home after a very hot and long day at work. I literally flopped onto the recliner to relax
just a little while. Before I knew what
was happening, my wife was standing
on my right with a plate of food and a
cool drink. I was embarrassed. I quickly got out of my chair and kindly explained I could get my own food. She
did not have to wait on me.
I never will forget it. No sooner did
those words come out of my mouth
than I heard the Holy Spirit say to my
heart, “She is an extension of My love
for you. Her feet are My feet, her arms
are My arms, and her hands are My
(Continued on page 61)
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Principles of Christian Leadership
BY

OOD leadership is hard to find,
but it is not hard to develop. A
basic premise that I have held for
many years is that leadership can be
developed. A person can improve his
ability as a leader.
Good leadership is based on knowledge, skills, and experience. The
knowledge of leadership can be acquired through reading, listening (especially in classes and conferences),
and observing good leaders. Knowledge of leadership must include an
understanding of the basic principles
or laws of leadership. There are many
principles that when recognized and
utilized will greatly increase a person’s
leadership ability. Of course, the opposite is also true. A failure to recognize and utilize these leadership principles will greatly decrease a person’s
leadership ability. This article will identify and explain many of these principles of leadership.

G

PRINCIPLE OF MAXIMUM SPAN
This is sometimes called the span
of control. It simply means that as a
general rule, the maximum number of
workers a supervisor can oversee is
about five to eight. This will depend
on the type of work, the ability of the
supervisor, the geographical dispersal of the personnel, and the other
duties of the supervisor. It is felt that
the greater a leader’s personal contact with subordinates, the more effective the leader’s direction and
leadership will be. Supervising a
small group will give a leader the opportunity to get to know his workers,
to show concern and love for them,
and to help to develop them as individuals.
The church staff member with duties of his own to perform will be able
to supervise fewer persons than an office manager whose primary duty is to
supervise the work of an office staff.
The senior pastor who tries to hold on
to all the details will violate this, as he
probably wants everybody reporting
directly to him and wants to approve
everything. Leaders should not attempt to direct (tell what to do) people
who are not under their span of control. An organizational chart where this
is violated will be short and squatty.
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PRINCIPLE OF MINIMUM LEVELS
These first two are closely related.
The first warns against putting too
many people directly under one supervisor, and the second principle
warns against putting too few people
under a supervisor. Violating this principle results in too many chiefs and not
enough Indians. Organizational structure can become top-heavy. If there
are levels with a supervisor over only
one or two people, perhaps the structure needs restructuring. An organizational chart where this is violated will
be tall and lean.
PRINCIPLE OF SINGLE
REPORTING RELATIONSHIPS
Every person in an organization deserves to be bossed by one person. If
a worker is made responsible to a
committee, it produces a mess. A
church janitor has the worst job in the
world because everybody in the
church tries to tell him what to do. It is
hard enough for a worker to please
one supervisor without trying to
please a group. More than one boss
means more than one set of rules, priorities, and deadlines. Churches with
a Christian day school seem to have a
very difficult time with this, especially
with a youth pastor teaching in the day
school and reporting to the school
principal and also to the senior pastor.
PRINCIPLE OF SPECIALIZATION
The work assigned to individuals
should be specialized as much as
possible. Specialization is the key to
the success of assembly lines, and it
can also contribute to success in any
other organization. The more specialized the work is, the more skilled the
person is apt to become. Specialization can be in many different categories. If the work becomes extremely specialized, the worker may need
very little training and may become
bored with doing the same task over
and over.
PRINCIPLE OF LINE AND STAFF
Line positions direct the work of
others and have direct responsibility
for accomplishing the basic goals of
the organization. Line positions give
orders. They select the best alterna-

tive from the alternatives suggested
and carry it out. Staff positions advise
and assist the line positions. They
gather and analyze information and
make suggestions. Staff positions
may be personal (assistant pastor or
administrative assistant) or specialist
(business director or music director).
Churches sometimes have a problem deciding whether a position is a
line or staff position, as in the case of
a music position and a youth position.
Churches also have a problem with a
staff position, such as a business administrator controlling a line position
or a youth pastor working in budget areas. Sometimes a staff position may
become a line position, as when an
administrative assistant is placed over
a section of his superior’s work.
PRINCIPLE OF ADAPTATION
Organizations must accept and
adapt to continuously changing conditions. People change, environments
change, and the demands upon an organization are constantly changing. If
an organization structure becomes set
and resists any change, the organization will soon be in trouble.
PRINCIPLE OF PERPETUATION
An organization will seek to perpetuate its existence long after it is needed. There must be a constant evaluation of the basic purpose or objective.
If conditions have altered the need,
then the organization should be dissolved. It takes wise leadership to dissolve an organization, for the organization will resist this. Sometimes an
organization can effectively stay alive
by changing its purpose, but this
needs to be recognized for what it is.
PRINCIPLE OF FOLLOWING THE
CHAIN OF COMMAND
The chain of command refers to the
line organization. It would work up to
the top and down to the bottom of the
organization. Links in the chain, representing levels of organization, should
not be bypassed in communications.
The pastor has a hard time because he
is the chief executive officer, like a
company president, and should not be
directly available to the lower levels of
the organization. However, he is also

the pastor, and anyone should have
access to him in pastoral matters. In
areas of management, however, he
had better send matters back down
the line to a person’s supervisor.
There should be clear channels of
communication, and these should be
followed. This chain of command or
channel of communication should
provide for sending messages and
also for receiving feedback.
PRINCIPLE OF INCREASING
MANAGEMENT RESPONSIBILITY
As a church grows, the pastor has to
spend more time in management and
less in ministry. This calls for a real adjustment on the part of church leaders.
The pastor must do less of the work of
the ministry directly and delegate more
of it to others. The larger the organization and the higher the person is in an
organization, the more management
work is required of the leader. The only
way one can serve many is through
management. The more a pastor is involved in management, the less time he
has to minister. Pastors tend to choose
ministry over management, but neglecting management is to the detriment of the whole organization.
PRINCIPLE OF
DECENTRALIZATION
An organization that is decentralized
gives much more autonomy to each department than a centralized organization does. Complete centralization is
the concentration of all decision making
at the top. Complete decentralization is
the delegation of all decision making to
the lowest level. Neither will work. The
leader must find the balance. Hard
times will increase centralization.

PRINCIPLE OF COMPLETE
ACCOUNTABILITY
Every level in the structure needs an
officer who is willing to put a sign on
his desk saying “The buck stops
here.” Every section must assume
complete responsibility and be held
completely accountable for its work.
Only poor supervisors blame their failure on some other section.
Leaders are always accountable
not only for their own actions but also
for the actions (or lack of action) of
their subordinates. Regular reports
keep leaders informed of what others
are doing, and these reports should
be complete, specific, and clearly related to the church’s mission statement.
PRINCIPLE OF COMPLETE JOB
ASSIGNMENT
A worker deserves to know what
work is going to be expected, and that
should be understood before hiring
takes place. A job description is the
best way to accomplish this. Pity the
poor worker who does not know what
is expected and who has a supervisor
who keeps on adding more and more
and more! Sunday school workers are
often enlisted without having any idea
of the training expected, the meetings
one is to attend, or the visitation requirements for the job. Sunday school
teachers are enlisted and wrongly assume their only job is to teach the students who appear.
Job descriptions that are clearly
written, up-to-date, and effective help
accomplish this. They provide confidence, stability, and accountability related to employee actions and interac-

tions. They also facilitate positive staff
relationships. Time spent on job descriptions is time well spent!
PRINCIPLE OF COMMENSURATE
AUTHORITY
When a person is given a responsibility, he should be given a commensurate amount of authority. The worker and those who work under him
should know the exact limits of his authority. Some pastors seem to have a
hard time releasing the authority for a
position, although they do hold a person responsible for getting it done.
Usually one is impossible without the
other one.
PRINCIPLE OF CORRECTION
Correction is needed with those a
leader is leading, but all corrections or
criticism should be made in private.
Under no circumstances should a
subordinate be criticized in the presence of those of equal or lower rank.
Praise in public, but correct in private.
PRINCIPLE OF EXCEPTION
Decisions should be made at the
lowest level possible according to the
policies (limits) that have been established. Exceptions to the policies (but
never routine decisions) should be
passed up the organization. Managers
may establish reporting procedures
that will call their attention to exceptions, while all “normal” or routine matters are handled by subordinates.
Managers should concentrate their efforts on things that are exceptionally
good or exceptionally bad and not
worry about things that are going as
expected. ★

PRINCIPLE OF MANAGEMENT
EMPHASIS
When a manager is called upon to divide his time between two types of
work, he will tend to show preferential
emphasis in his decisions and choices.
This preference can cause problems.
PRINCIPLE OF APPROVAL OF
NEXT LEVEL
Promotions, demotions, terminations, and other major decisions should
always be approved by the executive
immediately superior to the one directly responsible. This is a good control.
Many times special forms are used that
require the signature of the manager at
the next level to show his approval.
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Christian Education
Principles for Today
BY

IBLE teachers have a special calling and responsibility as they
communicate God’s Word along with
the accompanying principles of each
lesson. The Bible is their textbook—
material prepared by the Holy Spirit.
They also have quarterlies that provide
researched lesson details to assist
their teaching.
Personally, they have likely invested
much time and study to be sure that
their students will understand each
Scripture lesson and be able to interpret and apply the principles that are
taught. They desire to encourage beyond the lessons.
A chief concern that should not be
taken for granted is emphasizing the
principles and application embedded
in each lesson context so that students will know and apply them in
everyday decisions. Another struggle
teachers face is against the complacent attitudes of some students who
have “been there, done that.” These
are students who have attended Sunday school many years. The Bible lessons they hear are like ancient history
to them.
Teachers can also be guilty of such
an attitude, forgetting to be fully aware
of the true application of principles in
the Bible lessons they have studied
and prepared. The principles learned
from Scripture should not become
mundane to a believer.
This article provides suggestions for
a variety of ways to help instill in your
students the value of understanding
biblical principles. It will help to encourage students to take advantage of
what is learned for use in personal decisions in the years ahead.
Pray for guidance as you explain to
your students the concept of principles learned from the Scripture lessons so that there is a general understanding that will carry over to other
areas of thinking, such as decision
making. Pray for guidance as you explain the concepts of principles
learned from the Scripture lessons.

B
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LEARNING BEGINS WITH THE
TEACHER
A primary motivating factor for
learning has much to do with the enthusiasm of the teacher. Be fully prepared to teach by practicing each lesson a number of times so that you are
not reading directly from the lesson.
When you are free from reading from
your notes, you can be more animated and conversational with your students. Eye contact can be more readily achieved, and you should be able to
keep their attention with what you are
trying to teach.
TECHNIQUES TO DEVELOP
CRITICAL THINKING
Encourage your class to ask questions, share ideas, and discuss the
principles of the Scripture lessons you
present. Preparing questions for discussion may be a motivating factor to
encourage learning how scriptural
principles and Bible lessons are tied
together.
For example, at the end of each
class you might ask what truth just
presented they might use during the
week ahead. Then repeat the question

at the beginning of class the next Sunday, asking whether they applied the
principle. This can become a habit in
detecting and sharing biblical principles. This kind of teaching prompts
some learning on their own as students grow in the Lord and know more
of His Word to apply daily.
Hopefully, such reviews will lead to
further study and sharing, which in a
sense will provide review for the increased challenge to make the principle concept a lifelong advantage to
Scripture study. What a reward this will
be for years to come as the students
increase in love and application of
God’s Word.
Encourage students to share ideas.
However, have specific questions in
mind in order to avoid personal opinions that do not focus on the Scripture
lesson.
Sometimes challenge your students
to think and reason about lesson
truths applied in very different experiences. This depends much on the age
of your class members. The lesson
materials for younger students typically teach events from the Bible (Jonah
being swallowed by a fish, Joshua defeating Jericho), whereas older stu-

dents should learn and apply principles from Scripture to help them make
decisions about their Christian lives.
The use of games could encourage
discussion. Examine in class possible
wrong applications of specific principles, and discuss the likely outcomes
by using a matching quiz. Provide the
scriptural principles of the lesson,
written on the board or on paper; then
give wrong applications of these principles to check whether the students
know why the applications are wrong.
Then discuss the correct applications.
The exercise of identifying biblical
principles in Scripture may be thought
of as a kind of learned behavior that
will help students learn to think. It is
helpful for problem solving.
Sometimes such an exercise will
help students analyze verses they may
have memorized but never fully understood the meaning of. It is worthwhile
to review (with emphasis on the principles) the context of memorized verses.
Such confusion is a common experience for those who have memorized
verses as small children but never
comprehended the meaning and context of those verses.
Becoming conditioned to identifying and applying the principles of
Scripture will also guide the students
in evaluating nonbiblical sources they
read, speakers they hear, films they
watch, and more. This behavior can
carry over to all of life.
PLANNING CLASSROOM
DISCUSSIONS
Often a well-organized discussion
can be a means of sharing ideas that
can stimulate personal growth. Asking
questions and having a well-planned
discussion are beneficial classroom
activities.
The students in your Sunday school
classroom undoubtedly possess a
range of interests and experiences.
You might find some students with
good ideas about applying the biblical
principles they have learned, and they
could help discussions get started.
Do not be overly concerned when
your students include in your discussions on a biblical principle ideas that
they have read from a book, heard
from a speaker, or seen in some multimedia presentation (TV, movies, the
Internet). It is good to have a Christian
worldview that they can apply to all experiences in life.
Some students might bring up topSUMMER QUARTER 2012

ics that take the discussion on a tangent, so be ready to bring the discussion back to the biblical principle you
are discussing. This will help the students be attuned to how the principles
taught in the Bible apply to all things in
this world.
PRACTICAL THINKING LEADS TO
TRUTH
As students become acquainted
with some of these tactics of spotting
lies and opinions about and disrespect
of the Bible, they will find themselves
maturing as Bible students. They will
see that Scripture focuses on getting
wisdom and applying moral principles
to daily living.
As students grow in spiritual understanding, they will realize the importance of prayer and become personally acquainted with our Lord and
Saviour. In turn, they will enjoy sharing
their faith and growing in wisdom, loving the Bible.
FINAL THOUGHTS
We are reminded that the Bible is
unique, inspired by God, and practical
for living. It is unlike any other book.
Reminders of this are given in such
verses as II Timothy 3:16 and Hebrews
4:12.
The love of God’s Word cannot be
limited. Likewise, the principles are
practical for all ages.
What a unique calling it is to serve
the Lord in teaching His Word! It is a
thrill to see children, youths, and adults
grow in their love of the Lord as they realize the importance of focusing on the
principles based on His Word. ★

Harnessing the Body
for the Work of the Lord
(Continued from page 54)

will only increase the workload of leadership—something most churches do
not need. Summer events must be
planned in accordance with the help
available.
If, however, the spirit of the congregation is vital and there is a will to
work, the potential to jump into the
challenge of summer is limited only by
the imagination and God’s leading and
provision. ★

The Fruit of Joy
(Continued from page 55)

He noted that “joy not rooted in the soil
of suffering is shallow.”
The joy experienced by the Christian
as a result of the Holy Spirit’s presence
and ministry is much deeper and more
enduring than the mere happiness one
may experience over success or blessings. It is a spiritual elation that is unaffected by circumstances or difficulties
because it transcends them. Spiritual
successes and blessings may and often do prompt emotional feelings of
happiness. Joy embraces the emotions, but it is not hampered or limited
by them, for emotions quickly change.
Joy is able to keep one’s spirit positive
in spite of experiences or surroundings
that would otherwise dampen it. ★

Developing and Directing a
Nursing Home Ministry
(Continued from page 56)

One of the best publishers for nursing
home ministry is the SonShine Society. They offer a free “Power Packet”
with samples of their materials, including a training manual titled All the
Days of My Life. Also published is a
large-print hymnbook written in a lower key for older voices. These can be
ordered by contacting the SonShine
Society, P.O. Box 327, Lynnwood,
Washington 98046-0327. ★

Journey of the Biblical Husband
(Continued from page 57)

hands.” I was humbled. He continued
to say to me that this was her gift, her
expression of love and that I should
not deprive her of giving it.
Learn to let your wife love you. It is
important for her to express the ways
of kindness she knows and understands. It is not manly to reject kindness from the one who has committed
to give her life to you. Learn to enjoy
the extension of God’s love to you—
your wife. ★
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The Pastor’s Study
General Electric Power Company
BY

INTRODUCTION
There are four wonderful little epistles nestled in the middle of the New
Testament. They were penned by the
Apostle Paul under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, and all are both theological and practical. These are the letters to the Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, and Colossians. Someone
has come up with a kind of acronym
for them, using the first letter of each
title—GEPC—and called them (in a
somewhat humorous vein) “General
Electric Power Company.”
It is the purpose of this article to give
a brief outline of each of these delightful books and then, as space permits, to emphasize certain chief points
in order to fill in the outline somewhat.
It is hoped this will be especially helpful for pastors of small churches who
might not have had the opportunity for
much formal biblical education. Perhaps these ideas could be used in
preparing sermons or Bible lessons either for one particular message or for
a series of messages.
GALATIANS
The epistle to the Galatians has often been referred to as the Charter of
Christian Liberty. It was written to the
region of Galatia in central Asia Minor,
now Turkey. It was one of Paul’s earlier, if not the earliest, epistles. He wrote
the last section in his own handwriting.
An amanuensis probably copied
Paul’s dictation up to that point.
Paul was concerned about the legalism that the Galatians were falling
into as Gentile believers. Legalistic
Jewish teachers were troubling them
after he had led them to Christ on his
first missionary journey. Paul was
afraid that some of them had professed faith in Christ but were about to
turn back to Judaism and that Christians were trying to be sanctified by
going back to keeping the law instead
of being filled with the Holy Spirit.
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In his book Galatians (Eerdmans),
Dr. Merrill C. Tenney outlined the epistle with three main points as follows:
The Biographical Argument (1:10—
2:21), The Theological Argument
(3:1—4:31), and The Practical Argument (5:1—6:10).
In the first two chapters Paul gave a
great deal of his personal history after
his salvation experience. He told how
he had been a terrible persecutor of
the church but was saved by grace.
Then he went to Arabia for three years,
apparently to study and pray. He returned to Damascus and then went to
Jerusalem. He met with the leaders of
the church there—James, the Lord’s
brother, and Peter. They were convinced he had been saved and
preached the faith he once had tried to
destroy. He concluded this section in
chapter 2 by telling how he had to
withstand even Peter at Antioch because of his inconsistency in compromising with Jewish legalizers.
After firmly concluding that people
are not justified by works but by faith
in Jesus Christ alone (Gal. 2:16), Paul
went on in chapters 3 and 4 to develop further a theological argument. He
actually called the Galatians foolish for
trying to be perfected, or sanctified, by
the law after being saved by faith. He
declared that Abraham was saved by
faith alone (3:6) and that Christ has redeemed both Jews and Gentiles by
faith (vs. 16).
He concluded Galatians 3 by declaring that the law was like a child’s
schoolmaster to bring us to Christ; but
now we are adult sons, and we no
longer need a pedagogue or schoolmaster (vss. 23-29).
In Galatians 4 Paul wrote that it is
going back to weak and beggarly elements to be legalistic. He compared it
to being like Hagar and Ishmael’s
bondslavery in contrast to the freewoman Sarah and her son Isaac (vss.
21-31).

In Galatians 5 and 6, Paul declared
his practical argument. Since we are
justified by faith, we should not go
back and get entangled in a yoke of
bondage. We should stand fast in our
freedom but not use it as a license to
sin (5:1, 13).
Just as justification is by faith alone
in Christ, so sanctification is through
walking with the indwelling Holy Spirit. This will result in the wonderful cluster of the nine grapes of His fruit in the
life of the believer: love, joy, and peace
(inwardly and flowing to others); longsuffering, or patience; gentleness:
goodness to others; faith; meekness;
and temperance; or self-control, toward God.
Finally, in Galatians 6 Paul wrote
that if we sow to the flesh we will reap
corruption. But if we sow to the Spirit,
we will reap life everlasting. He closed
by declaring we should glory only in
the cross of Christ, not in our own
works of legalism.
EPHESIANS
This tremendous little epistle was
written by the Apostle Paul under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit to the
church at Ephesus, on the western
side of Asia Minor (now Turkey). He
had been there three years, establishing this church, on his second missionary journey (Acts 20:31).
Ephesians’ six chapters divide neatly in half. The first three chapters tell us
what God has done for us, and the last
three chapters tell us what we are to
do for God because of all He has done
for us.
In Ephesians 1 Paul told us that we
have been chosen by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and sealed by the
Holy Spirit (vss. 6-7, 13). He concluded this chapter with a threefold prayer
that they might know the hope of
God’s calling, the riches of the glory of
Christ, and the power of the Holy Spirit (vss. 18-19).

In Ephesians 2 we are informed that
we were once dead in trespasses and
sins and that we were made alive in
Christ and raised up with Him to be
seated in the heavenlies with Him. This
is the main theme of Ephesians.
Paul concluded Ephesians 2 by
telling us that we were far off from God
but now are made nigh in Christ (vss.
12-13). The middle wall of partition between Jewish and Gentile believers
has been broken down, making believers one in Christ (vss. 14-18).
In Ephesians 3 Paul revealed the
glorious mystery that Gentiles are fellow heirs, fellow members of the same
body, and fellow partakers of the
promise of Christ with Jewish believers. He concluded this chapter with a
prayer that we might be able to comprehend these glorious truths. He is
able to do abundantly more for us than
we can ask or think.
In the last half of Ephesians (chaps.
4—6), Paul stated five ways believers
are to walk, or live for, the Lord because of all He has done for us. These
are to walk worthily in unity, to walk not
as other Gentiles, to walk in love, to
walk as children of light, and to walk
circumspectly.
First, we are to realize there is one
body, one Holy Spirit, one hope of
heaven, one Lord Jesus Christ, one
Christian faith, one baptism of the
Holy Spirit, and one Father of all believers. The Lord Jesus made it possible for us to have these gifts by descending into hades and then rising
again and ascending into heaven. He
gave us the gifts of apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers to
help us to grow as a church.
We are not to walk as other Gentiles
but to put off the old nature and let Him
renew us by His Holy Spirit.
This will cause us to be truthful; to
be angry only at wrong; to not give
place to the devil; not to steal; not to
speak corruptly; and not to grieve the
Holy Spirit. We will be forgiving because Christ forgave us.
In Ephesians 5 Paul wrote we are to
walk in love, walk as children of light,
and walk circumspectly (carefully). We
are not to be drunk with wine but controlled by the Holy Spirit.
Paul then gave very practical instructions to husbands and wives.
In Ephesians 6 there are exhortations to children and parents and to
employees and employers.
Finally, we are told to put on the
whole armor of God to fight Satan: the
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girdle of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, shoes for walking to spread
the gospel of peace, the shield of faith,
the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Holy Spirit—the Word of God.
We are to use prayer as a spear for
long-distance fighting against evil.
PHILIPPIANS
The epistle to the Philippians was
written by Paul from prison in Rome to
the church he had started in Philippi in
Macedonia (northern Greece) on his
second missionary journey. He had
been in jail at that time as well for
preaching the gospel. He led a wealthy
woman named Lydia, a sorceress, and
a jailer to Christ (Acts 16)—an interesting and unusual way to start a
church! It is a delightful epistle with
very little negativism.
In Philippians 1 Paul wanted his
readers to know that his being in jail
had worked out for good because he
had been leading many of his guards
to Christ! He was pulled between
wanting to go to heaven and staying
on earth to help others.
Philippians 2 contains one of the
greatest passages on Christ in the entire Bible. It presents Christ as the
Creator who went to the manger cradle in order to go to the cross so that
one day He can have the crown of glory instead of the gory crown of thorns.
One day all will have to acknowledge
Him as Lord—in heaven, earth, and
hell.
In the end of the chapter Paul commended two faithful friends, Timothy
and Epaphroditus, who had brought
help from Philippi. Paul warned against
the two extremes of legalism and lawlessness at the beginning and end of
Philippians 3. In between (vss. 7-16) is
where he stated the right balance of
trusting in Christ’s righteousness.
Philippians 4 is one of the most
beautiful chapters in the Bible. It
shows the fruit of the Spirit in practice:
love, joy, and peace (vss. 1-7). It then
tells us what we should think about:
being content, claiming His strength,
and trusting Him to supply all our
needs. Paul then thanked the Philippians for their gifts to him in prison.
COLOSSIANS
The little epistle to the Colossians is
one that greatly exalts the Person and
work of Christ. It was written by the
Apostle Paul to the church in the city
of Colosse, in Asia Minor (now Turkey)

about one hundred miles from Ephesus. It is not certain whether Paul had
ever been there, although he seems to
have been well-acquainted with Philemon, who according to another epistle lived there. The church may have
been founded by Epaphras, probably
during Paul’s three-year ministry in
Ephesus.
After an introduction and prayer in
Colossians 1, Paul stated that Christ is
Creator and Sustainer of all things and
thus is the Head of the church and
worthy of all preeminence. He went on
to state that Christ is also the Redeemer (vs. 22) and that He indwells
us by His Holy Spirit and is our hope
of glory.
In Colossians 2 Paul warned against
false teaching, especially that of gnosticism, which tried to subordinate
Christ and undervalue His redemptive
work for us.
Paul counteracted gnosticism by
stressing that all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are in Christ (Col.
2:3). Paul declared that all the fullness
of the Godhead dwells in Christ (vs. 9),
and that He is Head of all principality
and power (vs. 10). Paul again declared Him as the Head (vs. 19). He
told the Colossians to walk in Him, being rooted and grounded in the One
who blotted out their sins on the cross
(vss. 6-7, 14).
In Colossians 3 we are told to set
our affections on Christ, who is now
risen and exalted. Then, as in Ephesians, Paul told them and us to put off
the old nature and put on the new and
to forgive one another.
Finally, as in Ephesians, Paul gave
short, pithy advice about the relationships between husbands and wives,
fathers and children, and masters and
servants.
Paul referred to many Christian
friends at the end of Colossians 4. Especially of note is that he seems to have
become reconciled to John Mark (vs.
10), with whom he had had a falling out
(Acts 13:13; 15:36-40). Also, he referred
to his beloved physician Luke (Col.
4:14), who loyally stayed with him during
his imprisonment in Rome. Thus, he
identified two of the four Gospel writers
as his friends. Luke may have written
much of Acts at this time.
CONCLUSION
Get a great blessing by reading and
studying and then teaching and
preaching these four epistles! ★
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Summer Prayer
BY

Diane CROSBY

Dear Lord, I see Your miracles
In the greening of the spring;
In winter snowflakes, crystal pure,
as carols loud we sing.

I smell the sweetness of Your love
In raindrops from above.
The crickets’ song into the night
Assures me of Your love.

I watch Your little ones at play,
The water splashing near.
My garden swells with miracles
Of summer’s harvest dear.

The green of leaves turns into gold
in fall I love so much;
But are You in the summer too?
Does summer feel Your touch?

I hear Your mighty voice ring out
In thunder from the sky.
An evening breeze across my face
Reminds me You’re on high.

I see Your face in castles built
Upon the ocean’s sand.
I know Your presence touches me
In heaven, sea, and land. ★

