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From the Editor’s Desk
Jesus and Noah: Two Deliverances
by

Don Ruff

M

OST Christians are probably familiar with the similarities between what Jesus Christ did
for humanity and what Noah’s ark
meant for the continuation of humanity. The symbolism is probably
not new to most believers, but the
messages of salvation in both are
still amazing!
Within this quarter’s Gospel Herald
and The Sunday School Times, you
will read articles about the salvation
and transforming power found only
in Jesus Christ (“Christ’s Power to
Change Our Lives,” page 4) and
about the ministry leader who built
a replica of Noah’s ark in Kentucky
(“They Are Without Excuse—Teaching the Truth of Creation,” page 20).
The ark, which saved Noah and his
family (and a lot of earth’s creatures)
from judgment when God flooded the
whole earth, has been called a type
of Christ. The ark God told Noah to
build was the only way to escape the
punishment God placed on the terribly
wicked world. The only way to escape
the impending flood was to enter into
the ark.
God did the work needed for the
salvation of those He chose to enter the ark. He graciously provided
the means for an escape from the
wrath to come, employing Noah as
His assistant. He led Noah and his
family and many creatures into the
ark, cared for them, and brought
them through the terrifying ordeal
that meant death and destruction
for those outside His ark of salvation. When the flood was over, that
judgment ended and the world was
renewed (for a time).
Even though the world emerged
from the floodwaters and life continued, man’s wickedness also continued. Sin still exists, and it still brings
judgment and death. It is in Christ
alone that mankind can find salvation
from sin and death. There was only
one way into the ark and to life, and
Jesus is the one and only way to eterSPRING QUARTER 2019

nal life in heaven (John 14:6). Jesus
did the work of providing rescue from
God’s holy judgment. He suffered the
punishment for our sins, died on the
cross, was buried, defeated death by
rising from the grave, and ascended
to heaven to prepare a home there
for all who trust in Him as Saviour (cf.
Rom.10:9).
In the days of Noah, God poured
out His holy wrath on a wicked world
that had completely turned its back
on Him. There is another day of judgment coming, when God will again
judge mankind, and this old, sin-infested world will end. He then will
make all things new for all eternity
(II Peter 3:10-13). In order for anyone
to escape the punishment for sin, they
must enter into a relationship with
Jesus Christ. They must abide in Him
to have salvation from eternal death.
Through faith in Christ, sinners can
enter into the joy of heaven.
Now, those who trust in Christ await
the next and ultimate deliverance from
this sin-cursed world. Jesus will come
again someday to take all believers to
be with Him for all eternity—“He which
testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come,
Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). H

Our Doctrinal
Statement
1. 
We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the
original writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority
in faith and conduct.
2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship,
that of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
3. 
We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the
God-Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death
but also spiritual death, which is separation from God; that
Adam’s sin is imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all
human beings are born with a sinful nature; and that when
they reach the state of moral responsibility become sinners
before God in thought, word, and deed.
5. 
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice,
and that all who believe on Him are freely justified before
God and stand before Him accepted in the character and
merit of Jesus Christ.
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in
His ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified
body He is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual
believer, the High Priest over the house of God, and the
Advocate in the family of God.
7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His
own to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and
to reign over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to
bring peace and blessing to the whole world.
8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word
of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also
are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.
9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those
saved through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.
10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the
unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the
everlasting punishment of the unsaved.
—Union Gospel Press Division
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Christ’s Power to Change Our Lives
by

I

WAS speaking recently at a Pastors’ Conference in Africa and
taking questions at the end of a presentation. One of the pastors stood
up and asked a couple of very good
questions: “Isn’t it dangerous to teach
that the person who truly believes in
Christ immediately receives eternal
life? Isn’t there a temptation for such
a person to think, ‘I possess eternal
life, I can live any way I want, I can
sin as much as I want, and grace will
cover all my sins’?” I answered that a
true Christian, one who has believed
in and received the Lord as Saviour,
will not think that way if he properly
understands salvation. There is much
to say about this. Interestingly, this is
the very issue that Paul addressed in
the sixth chapter of Romans.
Every person who has been born
again of the Spirit realizes that something dramatic happened the moment
he or she became a Christian. They
may have continued to live in the same
house and hold the same job, but
something powerful changed within.
Romans 6 is a study of what that
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something is, how it leads to a life of
sanctification, how we become more
and more holy, and how we progressively leave our sins behind.
The book of Romans spells out the
great doctrine of justification by faith.
Chapters 1 through 3 cover the problem of sin. All are under sin: the ungodly person, the religious person,
and the moral person are all in the
same boat, falling short of God’s holy
standard (3:23). All the world stands
condemned under His justice. Chapters 4 and 5 spell out the solution to
this impossible predicament, which
is justification through faith in Christ
(5:1). We can be reconciled to God
and have peace with him through faith
in what Christ has done for us in His
death and resurrection. Chapter 6
raises the natural question that flows
from this doctrine of justification, the
same question asked by the African
pastor. If the believer is justified freely
by grace, can he (and will he) just continue in sin because grace is sufficient
to cover all sin (6:1)? The answer to
that question was emphatically given

by Paul in Romans 6:2—“God forbid.”
That literally means, “By no means!”
Continuing through verse 13, Paul
explains why he gave such an uncompromising answer to that question.
There are two things we must keep in
mind while trying to understand how
Christ changes our lives in such a way
that we no longer continue in sin but
go on to sanctification.
JOINED TO CHRIST (Rom. 6:3-10)
In the first place, we must understand that we enter into a union with
Christ when we believe in Him for salvation. How does that happen? Paul
clearly states that when we believe
in the Lord and are baptized, we are
baptized into the death of Christ (vs.
3). We die to sin. The pursuit of sin is
in the past. In Christ, we are raised up
from death (vs. 4). We are new in Him.
Thus, we are united with His death and
resurrection (vs. 5). Our old self, which
lived in sin, is destroyed, and we are
freed from it (vs. 6). If we are dead to
sin and alive in Christ, how can we just
live the same old way, enjoying our

sins? Thus, even though we still sin
as believers, sin and death no longer
have dominion over us (vss. 7-10).
Being joined to Christ’s death and
resurrection changes everything. We
have a new identity. This is the key to
all spiritual growth and sanctification.
The release from sin’s dominion is
real. We are now in Christ. We have
been given a new life and a new destiny, and most importantly, a new master. We are no longer dead, blind, and
spiritually ignorant, serving sin. The
influence of sin remains with us in this
life, but its dominion has been broken
by the intervention of Christ in our
lives. When we sin as believers, we
no longer return to our old nature, to
a dead and guilty condition. Our position in Christ remains the same: dead
to sin and alive to God. We have been
raised with Christ and remain joined
to Him. We “are kept by the power
of God through faith unto salvation”
(I Pet. 1:5). We are secure in Christ
(Heb. 10:34). This is our new position
and identity.
Thus, this new position and identity
in Christ does not encourage a life of
sin; it discourages a life of sin. It leads
to a life of growth in sanctification. This
will happen quite naturally as we see
ourselves every day as those joined to
Christ. Dear believer, do you see yourself this way—joined to Christ forever?
Belonging to Christ? Destined for glory? Walking anew in resurrection life?
How can we allow sin to be our master
ever again? As believers, we hold up
our heads and realize that we are now
in Christ, that the “old man” who once
ruled us is dead and gone. We have a
new identity. We are joined to Christ.
Suppose you are at the foot of a
mountain, right at the bottom. Suppose then that you trip and fall there.
You have fallen at the bottom of the
mountain. You pick yourself up, dust
yourself off, and continue up the
mountain. Now suppose as you climb
the mountain and are very near the
summit on a plateau, and you trip
again. It is the same kind of fall you had
at the bottom—you tripped. But that
fall near the summit does not send you
all the way back to the bottom. You are
still near the summit. Your position on
the mountain has not changed, even
though you have tripped. You do not
need to go all the way back to the
bottom and start again. You just get
up and continue on.
In the same way, faith in Christ
SPRING QUARTER 2019

changes our position. We may still sin,
but our sins do not change our position in Christ. We are joined to Christ.
That is why we are able to continue on
in sanctification, despite our lapses
and sins. Grace is a powerful thing to
help us grow in our sanctification.
CHANGED BY CHRIST
(Rom. 6:11-13)
In Romans 6:11, we come to a key
word—“reckon.” To reckon is to consider or calculate, to develop a mental
outlook on something. The truth of
being joined to Christ is something we
must internalize, understand, and live
by. That is, we reckon ourselves “to be
dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The key to our sanctification is to develop a conviction about our identity in
Christ—that is, to see ourselves to be
what God has declared us to be. As we
focus on our new identity in Christ, we
will be changed.
This passage points to multiple
ways to apply this in our lives. First,
let us remember our changed position.
We grasp, remember, and believe that
God’s grace has given us a new position in Christ. Our old man of sin is
dead. We have been raised with Christ
and are alive unto God. Every day, with
every decision we make, we reflect
on our new position. This is how our
sanctification progresses, focusing on
our new position in Christ.
We also have a totally new plan for
life and living. No longer serving sin,
we are told that sin will no longer “reign
in your mortal body, that ye should
obey it in the lusts thereof” (Rom.
6:12). God’s plan and Christ’s plan for
our lives is to refuse sin’s evil promptings. We must keep our bodies pure
and clean and use them to fight in the
battle for righteousness. The God who
saved us, and Christ who redeemed
us, has a whole new plan for us to fulfill. It is not to go back to our sins. It is
not to sin that grace may abound. We
have a new master. Have we reckoned
up to this? This is God’s will and plan
for each and every believer. It is not
only God’s purpose to get us to heaven one day but also to provide a way
for us to grow in holiness and grace all
the while we are on the way there. This
glorifies Him (vs. 4).
In addition to a new position and a
new plan, we also have a new principle
(vs. 13), which is to yield ourselves to
righteousness under God. We do not

give our members, that is, any aspect
of our lives, to serve sin. Rather, we
give ourselves to do righteousness because we are “those that are alive from
the dead.” Our new principle of living is
to serve God through giving ourselves
to righteousness. The world around us
often tells us to live for our own pleasures, but the Bible is telling us here
to live for God’s pleasure. Can we see
how such a mindset would lead to a
totally changed life in Christ? This is an
exciting truth. We are joined to Christ
and changed by Christ, through a
changed position, plan, and principle.
The key to sanctification is to bring
Christ to the center of our lives.
This is the grace of God at work. We
do not see a big emphasis in Romans 6
on doing something on our own about
our sins. Rather, our sanctification is
rooted in realizing what has been done
for us with respect to being identified
with Christ’s death and resurrection.
We are exhorted to remember what
is true about what happened to us
when we were joined to Christ by faith.
We have an entirely new position and
standing in grace. Let us wholeheartedly resolve to live it out. We kill our
sins by keeping our focus on the Lord
Jesus and what He has done for us.
How can we do this?
We can begin with a wonderful and
blessed quiet time every day to be
reminded that we are in Christ. We
can memorize some key Scriptures to
remind us of our position in Christ. Listening to some godly music and doing
some uplifting extrabiblical reading
every day can help to keep us focused
on the Lord Jesus (Col. 3:16-17). Also
include frequent Christian fellowship.
Sin will lose its clout as we remain
focused on the Lord.
Olive tree growers will sometimes
graft a wild olive branch onto a cultivated olive tree. According to one
grower, each part of the tree keeps its
original form, but, depending on the
variety, the branch is now strengthened and protected against fungus or
other pests. In the same way, we are
“in Christ.” He went to the grave and
defeated sin. He was raised up in victory and new life. So are we in Him. He
gives us a new position, a new identity.
From that comes a new power to live
unto God. And thus is our sanctification based on our position in Christ.
We are joined to Christ and changed
by Christ. Hallelujah! H
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Come, See the King
by

Robert A. Allen

I

T began as a quiet procession—
Jesus and a sizeable group of His
followers (cf. Matt. 20:31) walking
the dusty road over the Mount of
Olives from Bethany to Jerusalem.
Then, Jesus sent for and mounted
a donkey, not because He was tired
but because He knew it was time.
The time had come for God to make
an announcement to the city of Zion.
The disciples began to cheer. The
word spread quickly. The crowds gathered, and multitudes visiting Jerusalem
for the Passover swarmed out to meet
Him. The words on everyone’s lips were
the same: “Have you seen the king?”
The account of Christ’s triumphal
entry in Matthew 21 records the story of
three groups of people who were blind
that day. Yes, they saw the donkey, and
the palm branches, and Jesus. They
were not physically blind, but they were
spiritually blind. They saw the king, and
yet they did not see Him.

HIS OWN DISCIPLES FOLLOWED
BLINDLY
To their credit, the disciples saw
more that day than most of the rest
of the crowd. They were witnesses to
the omniscience of the Son of God. He
was able to tell them about a donkey
and a colt whose owners would not
object to their being borrowed, even
though the donkey, colt, and owner
were in “the village over against you”
(Matt. 21:2), meaning the next village.
They also witnessed the fulfillment
of Scripture. The phrase “that it might
be fulfilled which was spoken by the
prophet” (vs. 4) occurs many times in
Matthew’s gospel. Here the Scripture
comes from Zechariah 9:9, where the
prophet foretold the events of Christ’s
triumphal entry some five hundred years
earlier. Jesus’ sending for the donkey
established a deliberate messianic
claim. He was fulfilling a prophecy that
He knew referred directly to Him.
But what did the disciples understand spiritually that day? The Gospel
of John answers that question: “These
things understood not his disciples at
the first” (12:16). They obeyed Jesus
and went to get the donkey, but they
did not even know the ramifications of
what they were doing. They thought
6 (38)
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He would set up an earthly kingdom at
that time, even though He had plainly told them about His approaching
death.
For the disciples, Christ’s triumphal
entry marked the high point of His ministry at that time, but the cross would
seem to them to be the low point because His announcement as their king
would be rejected. For Christ it was
just the opposite. He had come to die,
not to rule as the king of Israel.
Jesus was not pleased to have
disciples who simply followed Him
blindly. He had been careful to teach
them. He wanted them to understand
what was taking place. He wanted
the Scriptures to convince them of
His deity, omniscience, and authority.
According to John, that time came
after the resurrection “when Jesus
was glorified, then remembered they
that these things were written of him”
(12:16).
God does not expect His disciples
today to follow blindly. He wants us
to obey, of course, but He wants us to
think and understand. Many levels of
growth occur in the lives of believers
who search the Scriptures. Some only
read the Word occasionally. Others
say, “I read a chapter a day, even if I
don’t understand a word of it.” Some
read to find something which supports
an idea they already hold while others
search for arguments against someone with whom they disagree.

The real purpose for searching the
Scriptures lies in reading the Bible to
change your life and foster a relationship with the Lord. The person who
does this comes to the point where
he willingly says, “My mind and attitudes and responses are controlled
by applying the truth of the Word to
every area and event of my life.” This
represents the kind of seeing that Jesus wants for His disciples in all ages.
THE MULTITUDE WORSHIPPED
BLINDLY
Just like the disciples, those who
saw and praised Christ coming into
Jerusalem saw Him without really seeing. They saw the fervor of His band
of devoted followers. They saw others
waving palm branches and throwing
robes into the street. They worshipped
with words like “hosanna” and “blessed” (cf. Matt. 21:9), but their spiritual
eyes remained blinded.
Several occurrences on that day
should have been enough to open
the eyes of the crowd. The phrase on
many lips, “son of David” (Matt. 21:9),
should have caused them to consider
the possibility that their Messiah had
come. But just a few days later, they
would join in the call for His crucifixion.
To them the Son of David meant freedom from Roman dominance rather
than freedom from sin.
The crowd saw a man who was willing to take their side against injustice.

After entering the city, Jesus cleansed
the temple of those who were cheating
the people in the name of providing
pure sacrifices. They had a monopoly
over temple sales and profited accordingly. The Lord rightly called them
“thieves” (Matt. 21:13). The people
saw His fight for justice in the social
realm but failed to see their need for
mercy and justice before a holy God.
John explains that many in the
crowd had heard of or seen the miracle of the raising of Lazarus (cf. John
12:17-18). They worshipped Christ as
a miracle worker on behalf of God, but
not as God Himself.
The record of what they really thought
about Jesus came to light when the
crowd entered the city and people began to ask, “Who is this?” (Matt. 21:10).
Their answer identified Him as “Jesus,”
His human name—a wonderful man,
but still just a man. They called Him a
“prophet.” That was a great title, but it
failed to describe Him as the greatest of
all prophets, the divine Messiah.
Mentioning his birthplace, “Nazareth
of Galilee” (Matt. 21:11), focused on
the fact that He was despised and associated with Gentiles. They revealed
the truth concerning His physical background but ignored the spiritual truth of
His incarnation. He is God in the flesh,
Creator of the world, and King of heaven, but not one of those descriptions
resonated with the multitude.
It is entirely right for God to be
worshipped. He deserves honor and
praise. Those who participated in His
triumphal entry were doing the right
thing.
However, God also deserves to be
worshipped consciously rather than
blindly. We need to worship Him because we recognize His sovereignty
and not just because we think He
might take our side against an enemy.
We need to worship Him because we
trust Him in every situation and not just
because we think He might do some
miracle to impress us. God should be
worshipped thoughtfully instead of
thoughtlessly. Empty ritual and repetitive prayers did not please God during
the time of sacrifices under the law (cf.
Isa. 1:13-14), and they do not please
Him today.
THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS
REJECTED BLINDLY
Courts of law often deal with the
fact that eyewitnesses to the same
event see what happened from enSPRING QUARTER 2019

tirely different perspectives. The same
phenomenon occurred during Christ’s
triumphal entry.
The religious leaders heard the
crowds chanting “Hosanna.” They
saw the fulfillment of Scripture. They
were aware of the miracle of the raising
of Lazarus, but what they perceived
differed tremendously from what others experienced. They rejected Him in
their spiritual blindness.
The religious leaders did not see
the cleansing of the temple as a strike
for justice. Instead, they saw Christ
as someone who was upsetting their
personal financial realities. Sales in
the temple were the way they made
their money.
They did not see the shouting of
the people as an indication of the fact
that Jesus deserved honor and praise.
They heard the crowds and concluded
that Jesus had subverted their leadership within the nation. “The world
is gone after him,” they complained
(John 12:19).
These men who knew the Scriptures did not see the clear fulfillment
of prophecy in the events of Christ’s
triumphal entry. They saw instead a
man who was trying to turn their own
Scriptures against them. The very
ones who should have seen Christ
in the prophecies chose to reject the
obvious implications of what they
were seeing.
Luke 19:39 adds an interesting
detail. These leaders actually went
to Jesus and asked Him to “rebuke
[His] disciples.” They appealed to
the one they hated in an attempt to
deny Him the honor He so clearly
deserves. Jesus told them that if the
disciples were silenced, even creation itself would proclaim the praise
of the Son of God. He said that even
“the stones would immediately cry
out” (vs. 40).
The disciples may have been carelessly blind, but they were obeying.
The multitude may have been hypocritically blind, but at least they were
honoring Him. The scribes and Pharisees were deliberately blind, and that
was the worst blindness of all. They
refused to search the Scriptures to
see if this was really the Messiah. They
refused to give Him a chance to prove
Himself. Instead, they made plans to
kill Him.
Sadly, there are still those today
who deny the truth concerning Jesus
Christ while claiming to be religious.

They say they accept the Bible but
deny His deity. They desire political
and social justice but not freedom
from sin.
The rejection by the religious leaders at the time of Christ’s triumphal
entry prepared the way for the crucifixion just a few days later. Though
rejected as an earthly king, He would
demonstrate His right to become King
of kings and Lord of lords through the
resurrection.
There were those who saw Jesus
for who He really was on that great
day. Those who needed Him because
of physical blindness saw Him (cf.
Matt. 21:14). Those who had the faith
of a little child saw Him (cf. Matt.
21:15). For one brief shining moment,
the city was granted a glimpse of the
King entering His temple with healing
in His wings (Mal. 4:2). The Shekinah-glory had returned, and His glory
filled the temple.
Jesus said, “If ye were blind, ye
should have no sin: but now ye
say, We see; therefore your sin remaineth” (John 9:41). Only those
who recognized their spiritual blindness would ever really see Him.
As long as they thought they were
righteous by their own works, they
remained blind.
When we realize our spiritual
blindness and our need for healing
from sin, we will see Him as Saviour. When we see our inability to
live a holy life without His power,
we will learn to obey willingly rather than blindly. When we see His
divine attributes and acknowledge
His worthiness to be worshipped,
honored, and praised, we will worship consciously, wisely, and reverently. When we set aside our
own ambitions for authority over
others and crown Him the Lord of
life, we will no longer reject His
reign. Instead we will bow to His
will, submit to His authority, and
desire to please Him in all that we
do and say.
That will truly be the day when we
experience His triumphal entry in our
own lives. On that day, we will join our
voices in loud hosannas, worshipping
the One who has healed our blindness
and caused us to see in Him the fulfillment of all prophecy as well as all
our hopes and dreams. Then we will
exalt in the privilege of calling to all
those around as well, “Come, see the
King.” H
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Christian Psychology
Never Forgotten, Never Alone!
by

W

HAT or who comes to your mind
when you hear talk about people who are forgotten? We often hear
of fathers or mothers who have not
seen their grown children for many
years. As pastor of a church, I have
often found that believers who are in
pain around us are forgotten because
fellow church members have ignored
their needs. It is not that we do not
care—we are simply too consumed
with our own lives.
What has been described above is
a callous, lethargic practice of many
Christians, especially in the West.
Some of the most painful experiences
I have had as a pastor in the United
States are when I visit local nursing
homes. As I pass by the beds of residents, some of them reach out to
touch me and will not let me go. They
have not been touched in quite a while
and crave human connection! They
have been forgotten in their pain and
isolated by their very own children, the
ones they raised.
There is something powerfully
painful about being forgotten, especially when there are many people
around you. We talk above them
and around them as if they were not
there, and all the while they simply
wish for recognition that they are
there. A warm smile or a kind word
can do wonders for the human spirit. Being forgotten becomes worse
when it is coupled with helplessness.
Sometimes one does not have the
physical resources to do something
about it. One is dependent on others
for every need.
In the past, it was easy to see that
those in a leper community were the
isolated people. They were branded
with a stigma that they were cursed.
They were not allowed, mostly by
those in the religious community, to
mix with others around them. In the
Bible, we are told that they had to cry
out, “Unclean, unclean” (Lev. 13:45).
There was a sense of shame and painful isolation that was associated with
this disease. There is no doubt that
they were a forgotten people.
Years ago, I served as a hospital
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chaplain in India. One day on my
rounds, I noticed a man who was
visibly leprous. Suddenly, he asked
me in the local language to reach out
and put my hand on him and pray. I recoiled inwardly at the thought but did
what he asked of me. The following
day, he had spread the word that this
chaplain had touched him. That day,I
knew what it meant to be isolated
and forgotten from his perspective.
That simple touch meant everything
to him!
One cannot read the Bible closely
and miss the fact that there is a difference between feeling lonely and forgotten and simply being alone. There
is a marked difference here. Jesus
often retreated from the crowds to
be alone with His Heavenly Father. It
gave Him the power for the work that
He had to do. Jesus found strength in
His quiet conversational retreats with
His Father. On some occasions, Jesus
prayed all night long (Luke 6:12)!
Even Jesus felt the pain of being
forgotten. It was so bad that He
cried out in agony! “Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani” is a Hebrew phrase
that most of us know—“My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
(Matt. 27:46). That dark day, even
Jesus felt alone and forgotten! As
He was dying on the cross, it was a
very lonely experience for Him. There
was darkness all around Him. The
darkness of our sins separated Him
from His Heavenly Father. For a time,
He was truly forgotten!
Jesus’ own disciples had given up
on Him. They had lost hope! They had
even forgotten His promise that He
would rise again. Jesus was forgotten
even by those who for the past three
years had claimed to adore Him. How
that must have hurt Jesus! And how
sad He must have felt as He saw one
disciple after another desert Him when
He needed them most. Only John remained at the cross with His mother,
Mary. Peter followed Him from far off
(Matt. 26:58).
“Forgotten” is a word that conjures
up images of a once-healthy relationship that has slowly crumbled into

nonexistence. It is not easy for us
to fully understand the pain of the
loneliness that Jesus endured at the
cross because it was coupled with
physical pain. For me, being forgotten
paints a picture of being cut off from
the well-being that we once knew. It
causes us to wonder whether such a
state of being forgotten can ever be
restored to its original state.
Let us explore the answer to this
thought as we explore how our God
deals with us as sinners. First, we
must remember that when we sin, it
separates us from God. Isaiah 59:2
reminds us of this truth when it states
“Your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your
sins have hid his face from you.”
There is that first step that destroys a
relationship with our Maker. When we
continue in sin, it keeps us separated
from God, and the distance grows
even greater.
But there is still hope! While we
may have forgotten God, He has not
forgotten us. The very nature of God
proves that He pursues His sinning
children with His love (cf. Ps. 139). We
give up on fellow sinners too quickly!
God does not because He is filled with
divine compassion.
We all remember the story that Jesus once told to remind us of this—
the parable of the prodigal son recorded for us in Luke 15:11-32. The
old father never gave up hope that
one day his son would return. He was
always there, perhaps on his rooftop, looking in anticipation into the
distance for the familiar silhouette of
his son to show up on the horizon.
The old father continued to love his
wayward son, and that degree of
love never diminished during those
wasted years.
As I read the story of the prodigal
son, I wonder whether the father was
rehearsing in his mind the details of
the elaborate party he was going to
give his son if he came back. One
wonders whether a smile creased his
old face and blended into his wrinkles,
and his heart leaped in anticipation
as he thought about all this. There is

absolutely no indication in the way
Jesus tells this story that the father
ever doubted that his son was coming
back.
This story tells us something about
the very nature of our loving God; He
never gives up on any of us. We cannot do anything so bad that God files
us away in the “forgotten” folder! God
never gets comfortable with our absence from Him. In fact, He will deploy

every heavenly resource He can find to
restore us to where we belong—safe in
His arms (Heb. 12).
Remember the story of the lost
sheep (Luke 15:4-7)? Jesus will leave
the ninety-nine to look for one sheep
that is lost! Just because we fail does
not mean that Jesus will ever discard
us! God’s words to us are reassuring:
“I will never leave thee nor forsake
thee” (Heb. 13:5). We are still “the

apple of [His] eye” (Ps. 17:8). He promises to meet our every need if we will
only return to Him.
If you are still not convinced, ponder
this: our loving God has written each
of our names in the Lamb’s book of
life (Rev. 21:27)! That is an indelible
reminder for us that we are not forgotten by the King of kings. He knows
our names! We are never alone, for He
cares for us! H

What’s in a Word?
Disciple, Apostle
by

T

HE two words chosen for this quarter’s article are familiar to readers of the New Testament, although
the first is not found in Scripture after
the book of Acts. The second is found
throughout the New Testament, although its meaning seems to broaden
somewhat when used for those other
than the Twelve.
DISCIPLE: mathetes
The root of the Greek word (math)
means to learn, thus a disciple is one
who is a scholar of the teachings of
another person. John the Baptist had
disciples, as did the Pharisees (Mark
2:18), and Moses had disciples many
centuries after his death (John 9:28).
Of course, Scripture’s use of the word
was usually to designate those whom
Jesus called to follow Him. There were
twelve at first, but they were joined by
others in time.
There seems to have been various
degrees of discipleship even as we
see a wide range of adherence to
Christ’s teachings today. John records
how a multitude followed Jesus mainly
because He fed them, but when His
teaching became difficult to understand, they turned away (John 6:60,
66). At that point, Jesus turned to the
Twelve and asked if they wanted to
leave Him too. Peter answered Jesus
with his own question, “Lord, to whom
shall we go?” (vs. 68).
We must think seriously about our
own commitment to Christ and His
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teachings. Not everything He taught—
nor every verse in the Bible, for that
matter—is easy to comprehend, but
do we turn away from the Lord and
His Word because of that? The Christian life is not always an easy life (cf.
II Tim. 3:12), and likely each of us
knows someone who professed to be
a follower of Jesus but then wandered
away from the faith, much like Judas
Iscariot. This is not to say that one
who turns away cannot return to the
Lord, Peter being a prime example in
that regard.
APOSTLE: apostolos
This is a compound word meaning
“one sent forth,” and the one sent
is endowed with the authority of the
sender. For example, Jesus is called
an apostle, having been sent from
heaven with the authority of the Father
(Heb. 3:1). However, when we think of
apostles, we usually think of the twelve
disciples Jesus called to follow and
learn from Him and whom He dubbed
apostles when He sent them out in
ministry (Matt. 10:1-15).
Technically, an apostle of Jesus
needed to be one who had accompanied Him and had also seen the risen
Christ (cf. Acts 1:15-26). Judas was
never a true apostle in the strictest
sense of the term; to fulfill Scripture, a
successor was chosen to replace him.
Saul of Tarsus was personally selected
by Jesus to be an apostle, although he
had not followed Jesus prior to meet-

ing the risen Christ on the Damascus
Road (Acts 9).
Barnabas was another believer referred to as an apostle. Although not
meeting the original criteria, he was
chosen by God to accompany Paul on
his first missionary journey (Acts 13:2;
14:14; cf. Phil. 2:25 “messenger” is
literally apostolos and refers to Epaphroditus; I Thess. 2:6 refers to Silvanus
and Timotheus and Paul). That could
raise the question as to whether a missionary today is an apostle. Although
the meaning of the term was losing
its original strict definition in the first
century of the Christian era, the church
historically has not used the term for
missionaries.
Many are called by the Lord to serve
Him in some fashion, and that can best
be thought of as obeying the Great
Commission (Matt. 28:19-20) or simply using the spiritual gift(s) God has
given (Rom. 12:6-8; I Cor. 12; Eph.
4:11-12).
The best thing every believer in
Christ can do is to become a serious
student of the Word, learning as much
as possible for as long as the Lord
allows, and using that knowledge for
His glory whenever and wherever the
Lord may lead. All believers are responsible for the stewardship of their
Christian lives, and when one’s earthly
life is over, each will give an account to
Christ (II Cor. 5:10; cf. Matt. 25:21). Let
each of us live with this in mind. H
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Jesus, Our Sacrifice
by

I

T has been mistakenly called just a
remnant of ancient worship, something for history. It has been wrongly
viewed as something borrowed from
pagan religions and a reason to ignore the book of Leviticus. The Jewish sacrificial system, however, was
not a human invention. Neither was it
something that Israel pulled from surrounding nations as it developed its
own national identity after its departure from Egypt. The sacrificial system
was given by God directly to Israel at
Mount Sinai.
If we fail to understand the book of
Leviticus and the detailed practices
behind the sacrifices of Israel, we risk
missing the images behind them and
the necessity for the crucifixion of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The crucifixion
must be understood as the shedding
of the blood of a substitute in place
of a sinner. It helps to begin with the
ministry of John the Baptist.
JESUS, THE LAMB OF GOD
Jesus’ public ministry began at
the Jordan River. John the Baptist,
the prophet called to introduce the
Messiah to Israel, was Jesus’ relative, older than Him by six months.
John was carrying out his ministry
as God’s messenger, whose role was
to call Israel to repentance in preparation for the arrival of the Messiah.
When John baptized Jesus, he twice
made a startling announcement as
he pointed Him out as the Messiah.
The first statement is found in John
1:29: “The next day John seeth Jesus
coming unto him, and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world.” John’s identification of Jesus as the Lamb of God
was consistent with the sacrificial
system that God had given to Israel
almost fifteen centuries earlier. This
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is especially clarified in the last part
of the phrase, “Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of
the world.”
John next explained how when
he had baptized Jesus, he had seen
the Holy Spirit descending as a dove
(John 1:32), just as God had told him
would happen as a sign of the identity of the Messiah (vs. 33). John then
identified Jesus as the Son of God
(vs. 34). The next day, as John saw
Jesus again, he repeated his identification: “And looking upon Jesus as
he walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb
of God!” (vs. 36).
JESUS, THE LAMB SLAIN
When we move to the book of Revelation, the last book of the Bible, we
find the Apostle John describing Jesus before and during the tribulation
period as He stands before the throne
of God in heaven. Jesus had already
completed His ministry of sacrifice as
the Lamb of God. The apostle wrote
that in the midst of the heavenly scene
there “stood a Lamb as it had been
slain” (Rev. 5:6).
In this scene picturing the future before the unleashing of the tribulation,
John describes how no one was worthy to open the scroll that contained
the judgments until Jesus stepped
forward and took the scroll. At this
moment, the four living creatures and
the twenty-four elders sang praises to
Him, saying, “Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain” (Rev. 5:12).
In later scenes, John was shown
multitudes of people standing before
the throne and the Lamb. These multitudes were identified as “they which
came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev.
7:14).

During the tribulation, the accused
ones (Rev. 12:10), the brethren, will
overcome Satan “by the blood of the
Lamb” (vs. 11). The shed blood of
Jesus is crucial as the means of their
salvation and victory.
In Revelation 13, John describes
how the entire world will worship
the antichrist, except for those
whose names have been written in
the Lamb’s book of life (Rev. 13:8).
The Lamb (Christ) is described as
“the Lamb slain.” The word “slain” is a
Greek word normally used to refer to
the slaughter of a sacrifice.
JESUS, OUR PASSOVER
SACRIFICE
In the hours before Jesus was arrested, tried, and crucified, He observed
the Passover with His twelve disciples. At that observance, He changed
the significance of the Passover to a
memorial of His sacrificial death for
the church to observe: “This do in
remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19; cf.
I Cor. 11:24-25). Paul later wrote, “For
even Christ our passover is sacrificed
for us” (I Cor. 5:7).
The first Passover was instituted
on the evening before God delivered
Israel from Egyptian bondage, as the
last plague upon the Egyptians was
carried out (cf. Exod. 12:1-30). A comparison of the Passover lamb with
Christ is instructive.
The lamb selected for the Passover was to be without blemish. The
Hebrew word tamim (“complete”) is
used of animal sacrifices with reference to physical perfection (cf.
Exod. 12:5). The animal must be
in perfect health with no physical
imperfections, blemishes, or faults.
The selected lamb was observed for
four days before Passover to prove
it was without blemish (vss. 3, 6).

Jesus lived among the people of
Israel for about thirty-three years,
during which time He proved His
sinless character to the people of Israel. From a spiritual perspective, the
Lamb of God, Jesus, was free of all
moral and spiritual imperfections. He
was perfect and without sin, as Paul
explained, “For he hath made him
to be sin for us, who knew no sin”
(II Cor. 5:21). The same requirement
for perfection was true for the regular
sacrifices in Israel’s worship system.
ISRAEL’S SACRIFICIAL SYSTEM
Two central truths are clearly taught
and emphasized in the book of Leviticus, the primary book defining the
sacrificial system that God gave to
Israel to atone for sin. The first truth
is that God is absolutely holy and
perfect. The second truth is that man
is sinful and separated from God because of sin. The only way for sinful
Israel, both nationally and individually,
to come before God and be accepted
by Him was through God’s revealed
system of sacrifices, which required
the shedding of the blood of an innocent animal as a substitute to cover
the sins of the worshiper(s). The main
Hebrew word used for “atonement” is
kaphar and its related terms. While it
can refer to a covering, it can be seen
as a reference to wiping away (it is not
clear whether the word means that sin
is hidden or wiped away). In its biblical usage, it refers to a sacrifice that
covers sin to appease God’s anger,
thus providing reconciliation between
the worshiper and God. Sacrifices
were required as needed, and some
were required on a regular basis, such
as Passover. Until Christ, none of the
sacrifices provided permanent atonement. Israel’s worship was characterized by bloodshed.
JESUS, THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE
The Prophet Isaiah foretold that
the Messiah would be the ultimate
sacrifice, given as the last one that
would once and for all pay the price
to forgive all sin. In Isaiah 52:13—
53:12, the Messiah is depicted as the
Suffering Servant. In chapter 53:4-5,
He is depicted as bearing the griefs
and sorrows of the people. He was
“wounded” for their transgressions
and “bruised” for their iniquities. He
received chastisement and stripes to
provide peace and healing. In verse 8,
Isaiah revealed that “for the transgresSPRING QUARTER 2019

sion of my people was he stricken.”
In verse 9, we find that the Messiah was identified with sinners in His
death and burial even though He was
innocent. This is further clarified in
verse 12, where in his death he was
“numbered with the transgressors”
and bore the sin of many.
In verse 10 we learn that it was
God’s plan for the Messiah to suffer as
“an offering for sin.” The Hebrew word
translated here is the word `asham,
which is used of the guilt or trespass
offering (cf. Lev. 5:15). This offering
covered sins committed against God.
Through this offering, the Messiah
justified the people by bearing their
iniquities (Isa. 53:11).
Leviticus 3 describes the peace
offering, also called a fellowship offering because the sacrifice is followed by a fellowship meal. This meal
was a celebration of thanksgiving for
blessings and of fellowship between
the worshipers and God. The Hebrew
word for the peace offering is related
to shalom, a word which includes the
idea of peace, welfare, and prosperity. Paul wrote about Jesus reconciling all things to Himself, “having
made peace through the blood of his
cross” (Col. 1:20). From this we can
see that Jesus served as a peace
offering. This seems to be reflected
as well in the present fellowship of
both Jew and Gentile in the church,
a fellowship enabled because “he is
our peace, who hath made both one”
(Eph. 2:14).
JESUS, OUR ATONEMENT
The most significant sacrifices were
offered annually on the Day of Atonement, the holiest day of the Hebrew
calendar. This is described in detail in
Leviticus 16. On this day, special sacrifices were required first for the high
priest and then for the entire nation.
The Day of Atonement was the only
day of the year on which the high priest
was allowed, and required, to enter
the Holy of Holies, the inner room of
the temple. On this day, he sprinkled
the blood of the sacrifices on the ark
of the covenant for the sins of the previous year.
However, Jesus “entered once into
the holy place” at His death to present
His own blood as the ultimate and final
sacrifice sufficient to atone for all sin,
past, present, and future (Heb. 9:1214; cf. Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 10:45;
Rom. 5:6-8; I Cor. 15:3).

JESUS, THE HIGH PRIEST
Not only did Jesus give His own
blood to redeem us, but He also
served as the ultimate and final high
priest. Unlike the solely human high
priest, Jesus did not need to offer a
sacrifice for Himself—He offered His
blood Himself for the sins of others.
Again, unlike the high priest who needed to repeat the sacrifices annually,
Jesus entered the Holy of Holies once
for all with the final sacrifice to remove
all sin and provide total forgiveness
to all who would come to Him (Heb.
9:12-14). That is the significance of
Jesus’ last words on the cross—“It is
finished” (John 19:30).
ME, THE WORSHIPER
For Israel, the only acceptable way
to come before God in worship was by
means of the properly conducted sacrificial system. However, the ritual was
not sufficient without faith and trust
in God. Rituals by themselves were
empty and meaningless (cf. Isa. 1:13).
The worshiper also had responsibilities. The first duty was the selection
of the proper animal. Now the proper
sacrifice is only found in Jesus Christ
(I John 2:2; cf. John 14:6).
When the worshiper presented his
sacrifice to the priest, he was required
to place his hand firmly upon the animal’s head in order to identify it as his
own substitute (Lev. 1:4). Today, the
believer must clearly identify Christ as
his or her substitute by trusting Jesus
as the only way of salvation. The worshiper personally claims by faith Jesus
as his Saviour.
Third, it was the worshiper’s responsibility to cut the throat of the
animal he was presenting (Lev. 1:5).
Today, we must recognize that Jesus
is our sacrifice who died because of
our sin.
Moses wrote in Leviticus that when
this was done, “it shall be accepted for
him to make atonement for him” (Lev.
1:4). Today, we have the promise that
our faith in Christ and His sacrifice on
our behalf saves us. As Paul wrote of
Christ, “In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins” (Eph. 1:7; cf. Rom. 3:21-26; 5:9;
Eph. 2:8-9).
As the ultimate fulfillment of the
sacrificial system designed by God,
Jesus died once and for all in order to
provide forgiveness of sins and as the
only way for sinners to have access to
a holy God. H
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A Dedicated and Generous
Servant of the Lord
Mrs. Beryl C. Bidlen
Born August 21, 1924
Home with the Lord
April 18, 2018

I

N the summer of 1946, twenty-twoyear-old Beryl C. Wood left her
home in New York and travelled to
Cleveland, Ohio, to begin a ministry of service to the Lord. The ministry to which she was headed was
with the Gospel Worker Society and
Union Gospel Press.
She was not exactly sure in what
capacity she would serve the Lord
there, but she was willing to serve in
any way that He led. She would go
on to serve the Lord for nearly forty
years, spreading the gospel through
the ministry of the Gospel Worker
Society and the publishing ministry
of Union Gospel Press. She was a
dedicated servant.
Many years after her arrival in
Cleveland, an employee of Union
Gospel Press suffered the tragic
loss of his wife to cancer. His grievous personal loss also was met with
financial troubles. Beryl, serving as
President of Union Gospel Press at
the time, helped him through prayer
and encouraging words, but she also
helped him financially. She was a
generous servant of the Lord.
Beryl Chadwick Wood was born
on August 21, 1924, in Gorgas, Al12 (44)

abama. She was born to Thomas
Garfield and Beryl Kingsley Wood.
Beryl was the middle child, growing
up in between her older brother, Garfield, and sister, Blythe, who was ten
years younger. Mr. Wood worked as
an engineer for the Tennessee Valley
Authority.
Shortly after her birth, the Wood
family moved to Walton, New York, a
town located in the northern foothills
of the Catskill Mountains. Her father
had taken on a job with General
Electric. Beryl spent most of her early years in Walton.
Later, her family moved again, this
time to the town of Massena, New
York, near the St. Lawrence River. In
Massena, Mr. Wood was employed
by the Aluminum Company of America. Beryl attended and graduated
from high school there.
Mr. and Mrs. Wood were good
parents and hardworking, moral, and
upstanding people. But they were
not Christians. However, when Beryl
was a sophomore in high school,
Mrs. Wood accepted Jesus Christ
as her Saviour.
At first, Beryl’s interests in life
were social and worldly. She was

not immediately convinced about
her mother’s conversion. Her father
disliked the idea of Christian fundamentalism. He thought they were
fanatics. (Eventually, the Lord drew
Mr. Wood into His family.)
It seems that in opposition to her
father’s dislike of fundamentalism,
Beryl became interested in spiritual
matters. When she was eighteen
years old, she began to listen to the
radio broadcast of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour. She listened to
Dr. Charles E. Fuller in the privacy
of her room. One day, the Holy Spirit moved in her, and in the spring
of 1944 she gave her life to Jesus
Christ.
Afterward, Beryl knew that she
wanted to serve the Lord in ministry.
She believed that in order to do that,
she would have to attend Bible college, but she would need the funds
to do so.
She was working for ALCOA in
Massena at the time of her conversion. The world was immersed
in a world war, and ALCOA was a
defense facility. She truly wanted to
attend Bible college, but she had to
keep working to get the money to

get there.
Beryl felt the Spirit moving in her
life, directing her toward serving
Him. She left her job at ALCOA in the
fall of 1944 and moved to Rossville,
Georgia. For about two years, she
lived with relatives who were strong
Christians. She became employed
as secretary to the manager of Happy Valley Farms. One of her tasks
there was to trace and keep track of
the genealogies of champion Jersey
cattle.
At the same time, Beryl began
seriously dating a man, to whom she
became engaged to marry. He was
religious and outwardly moral, but
he was also wealthy, and it became
apparent to Beryl that his wealth was
more important to him than spiritual
matters. She was convinced that he
did not share her belief in Christ as
Saviour.
They broke off their engagement
and canceled their wedding plans.
She knew that it was best to give up
someone who did not share her beliefs completely. So in 1946, she left
Georgia and returned home to New
York. She prayed that God would
guide her to find His will for her life.

SPRING QUARTER 2019

In the Wood home, there was a
stack of Christian magazines titled
Gospel Herald, printed by the Gospel Worker Society, which had headquarters in Cleveland, Ohio. In the
back of one of the magazines was
a small notice for ministry openings with the Society. It called for
missionary-minded young ladies to
join the Gospel Worker Society and
serve the Lord.
Beryl contacted Union Gospel
Press, the printing ministry of the
Gospel Worker Society. She was
sent a letter from which she learned
that that the Gospel Worker Society
was a home missionary organization. She applied for a position and
was accepted. She made arrangements with officials of the organization and arrived in Cleveland, Ohio,
on June 11, 1946.
From 1946 to 1957, Miss Beryl C.
Wood, Gospel Worker number 210
(she was the 210th lady to serve),
served in a variety of capacities.
She was assistant to the office editor of the Gospel Herald, supervisor of the general office, and office
editor of the Gospel Herald. She
learned to play the mandolin to play
at outdoor and indoor meetings in
Cleveland’s Public Square and in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
I n 19 57, s h e
married Timothy
Musselman, one
of the late founder’s sons. Both
of them ser ved
the Lord working
for Union Gospel
Press. They were
married for seve n ye a r s w h e n
her husband fell
ill and passed
away.
Afer her husb a n d ’s d e a t h ,
B e r y l i n te n d e d
to return to the
G o s p e l Wo r ke r Societ y, but
this was not the
Lord’s will for her
at the time. She
became a church
s e c r e t a r y, w h o
also assisted in

scheduling host homes for an evangelist conducting meetings at her
church. Through contact with the
evangelist and a hostess in a host
home, Beryl met, dated, and married Andy Bidlen, a widower with
three children.
Andy and Ber yl had a strong
Christian marriage. She had a close
relationship with her three stepchildren, Andrew, Cathy, and Jerry. The
family experienced the joys of a family that served the Lord in their home,
church, and community. Beryl continued to write and edit material for
Union Gospel Press.
The Bidlens endured trials during
their marriage. The youngest son,
Jerry, died of cancer when he was
twenty-two. Her other stepson,
Andrew, faced cancer, but it went
into remission. During both difficult
times, the Bidlens leaned on the
Lord for strength and faith.
They would face another trial when
Andy was diagnosed with cancer in
1983. His illness was fatal, but he
had prepared himself and his family,
trusting in the promises of eternal life
in Jesus. He went home to be with
the Lord in 1986.
The Lord had more work for His
dedicated servant. Mrs. Bidlen returned to the Gospel Worker Society and Union Gospel Press. In time,
she was elected secretary, and then
vice president of the Incorporated
Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society. In 1987, she became supervisor
of the Theological Department. In
1990, she was elected president of
the corporation and made editor in
chief.
Over the years that followed, Mrs.
Bidlen dedicated herself to serving
the Lord by spreading the gospel
through the Sunday school literature, as well as the Gospel Herald and The Sunday School Times,
published by Union Gospel Press.
She taught Sunday school lessons
during the public services on Sunday morning at the Gospel Worker Home Building. In addition, she
oversaw the care for the remaining
Gospel Workers.
In 2009, after dedicatedly serving
the Lord since 1946, Mrs. Bidlen suffered a serious fall and a significant
illness. She resided in the nursing
area of the Home Building, where
the Lord blessed her with a quiet life
of prayer and contemplation. She
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enjoyed making decorative boxes
for use in the home and office. Union
Gospel Press employees took them
home. Some went to other states
and some overseas.
After a lifetime of walking with
the Lord, Mrs. Beryl C. Bidlen went
home to be with her Saviour on April
18, 2018. She was ninety-three at the
time of her homegoing.
On April 21, 2018, a memorial service was held in the Gospel Worker
Chapel at 1980 Brookpark Road,
Cleveland, Ohio. In attendance were
her family (stepson Andy and his
children and grandchildren, nieces
and nephews), friends, current and
former employees of Union Gospel
Press, and members of the Gospel
Worker nursing staff.
Mr. Dave Rowland, president of
Union Gospel Press, welcomed
those in attendance at the memorial service. He remembered Mrs.
Bidlen as a dedicated servant of
the Lord by listing the work she
did over the years in the ministries of the Gospel Worker Society
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and Union Gospel
Press. Mr. Rowland led in prayer,
and then he led
tho s e in at te n dance in singing
the hymn “Day by
Day” (Berg).
The Reverend
L anny C. Aker s
read from Scripture to encourage
tho s e in at te n dance. He read
f r o m J o h n 11,
emphasizing that
Jesus is “the resurrection, and the
life: he that believeth in [Him],
though he were
de ad, ye t s ha ll
he live: and whosoever liveth and
believeth in [Him]
shall never die”
(vss. 25-26). Mrs.
Bidle n believe d
that with all her
being, and this
was a witness to
all those at the
service.
Reverend Akers
th e n re a d f r o m
Romans 8, I Thessalonians 4, and
Psalm 23. The passages encouraged and challenged the listeners
to know the inseparable love of
Christ, to have hope in the resurrection of the saints, and to have
confidence in God’s grace. Mrs.
Bidlen could testify to the fact that
“surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life: and
I will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever” (Ps. 23:6).
N ex t , B a p t i s t M i d - M i s s i o n s
church planters Toby and Susan
Stevens stood in front with their
children. Toby shared his stor y
of how he and Mrs. Bidlen had
become pen pals when he was
twelve. He explained that through
the years, Mrs. Bidlen had corresponded with him and sent him
gifts on their shared birthday of
August 21. She had sent money for
his college studies and supported
him and his family in their ministry
in Boston. He and his family then
sang “Jesus, I am Resting” (Pigott)
in honor of Mrs. Bidlen.

The memorial service continued
with a message from Mr. Rowland,
who challenged Mrs. Bidlen’s family, friends, and coworkers with
the question, “If man dies, will he
live again?” (Job 14:14). He stated
that the answer for life’s perplexing
questions can be found in Christ.
His main text for his message was
John 14:1-6. He encouraged the
listeners not to be troubled; God
is in control. He stated that we all
can trust in Jesus. He is our Creator, Redeemer, Provider, Protector, and Friend. Mrs. Bidlen had
been through some troubling times,
but she had been ushered home
with fullness of joy (Ps. 16:11). Mr.
Rowland read Philippians 1:20-23,
which reassures believers that dying is gain—to be in the presence
of the Lord, enjoying perfect fellowship with Him and loved ones who
have gone before.
The message continued with the
encouragement that we should be
comforted when we are in Christ.
God comforts us with His promises
(Isa. 41:10), with His people (John
11), and with His presence (Matt.
28:19-20; Heb. 13:5). Christ will
come again to receive us to Himself
(II Cor. 1:3-4).
Mr. Rowland concluded his message with a challenge. Psalm 90:12
teaches us to number our days and
apply wisdom to our hearts. He stated that wisdom is found by acknowledging our need for Christ as Lord
and Saviour (cf. Rom. 9—10).
Mrs. Bidlen trusted Jesus Christ
as Lord and Saviour years ago and
lived her life in service to Him. Anyone who wants to see Mrs. Bidlen
again needs the kind of relationship
that she had with Jesus Christ.
Mr. Rowland then closed the service with prayer. Family and friends
then went to Brooklyn Heights Cemetery in Cleveland, Ohio, as Mrs.
Bidlen’s body was laid to rest in the
Gospel Worker Society plot. She
joined many other Gospel Workers
who are awaiting the day when “we
shall all be changed, in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye” (I Cor. 15:5152). “Wherefore comfort one another
with these words” (I Thess. 4:18). H

A Precious Pen Pal
by

Toby Stevens

M

Y relationship with Mrs. Bidlen
began in 1989, when I was twelve
years old. Early that year, I responded to a pen pal column that I had
discovered in my church’s Sunday
school literature. This literature was
published and distributed through
Union Gospel Press.
In the spring of that year, I received
a response. It was a formal letter from
a Mrs. Bidlen, an employee of Union
Gospel Press. In her letter to me, Mrs.
Bidlen explained how the pen pal column had been discontinued due to a
lack of interest. She then expressed
that my letter had caught her attention
because we shared the same birthday, August 12. She then explained
her willingness to correspond with me,
to be my pen pal. Disappointed, I was
not interested, and do not remember
if I even responded to her formal letter.
Later that summer, on August 12,
our birthday, I received a birthday card
from Mrs. Bidlen. Inside this card was
a handwritten personal note and a
twenty dollar bill. I responded with acceptance. Then Mrs. Bidlen became
my pen pal. Every year, during those
early years, on my birthday, I received
a card and a twenty dollar bill from
Mrs. Bidlen.
During that first year, through the letters, I learned that Mrs. Bidlen began
serving as the president and editor in
chief of Union Gospel Press. Even in
this new position, her correspondence
and birthday gifts continued through
my high school years and into college. As I started in ministry, camp
ministry, short-term ministry, and so
on, I shared letters with Mrs. Bidlen.
She responded with commitment to
pray for me, encouraging notes, and
larger gifts were sent. Her significant
gifts assisted with my Bible college
tuition, and when I was prayerfully
considering seminary, Mrs. Bidlen
told me not to be concerned with the
finances. Mrs. Bidlen proceeded to
give significantly towards my seminary education.
In the summer of 1998, I was privileged to meet Mrs. Bidlen for the
first time, at the Union Gospel Press
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building in Cleveland. After the initial
meeting in 1998, I was privileged to
make many visits to Union Gospel
Press and the home of the Gospel
Worker Society. I developed relationships with some of the other ladies,
who dedicated their lives to the ministry of the society. Mrs. Bidlen and the
other ladies regularly met together as
a society every weekday morning at
6:00 for prayer. My family and the ministry in Boston were prayed for during
these special times of prayer.
On one visit with Mrs. Bidlen, I observed a large picture of the Boston
skyline on her desk. I commented

about it, and Mrs. Bidlen explained
that it was her reminder to pray for
us and the ministry in Boston. Mrs.
Bidlen and some of the other ladies,
Miss Vera McKinney and Miss Grace
Todd, became dear friends of ours
and of the ministry in Boston.
In addition to their prayers for us,
the society and press have been regular, monthly financial partners toward
the ministry in Boston—relationships
that started through a letter sent by a
twelve-year-old to a pen pal column
and the response from the desk of a
dear, loving lady and servant of God,
Mrs. Beryl C. Bidlen. H
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Falling Through the Cracks:
The Ministry of Homes of Hope
for
Victims in Domestic Abuse
by

M

Nancy Bailey

OST people I have known view
their future retirement as a
time to slow down,
travel, visit family,
and a myriad of
other things. This
was not the case
with Pastor Clyde
Brandt and his
wife, Carol. They
served for forty-six years in middle
and northern California, and it was
during that time they became aware
of a woman with five children who
were living in a violent domestic setting. The woman did not want her
family to break up, and she thought
that someday the situation would
get better. The Brandts kept her in
prayer and stayed in close contact,
but they knew their hands were tied.
They could not directly help her. When
the woman’s situation grew worse,
she sought refuge at a local women’s
shelter, only to learn that because her
son was twelve, her family did not
qualify for assistance there. Instead of
reaching out to others, and because
she had no income to find some other
recourse, she returned home.
Several years later, with careful
planning, she was able to escape with
her children. The Brandts were given
an opportunity to minister to them
and, after many conversations, came
to understand the depth of their scars.
They knew all six were in desperate
need of healing.
The Brandts’ inability to help the
woman and her children never left
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their hearts and minds. One day,
before they retired, Carol read the
following Scripture: “The diseased
have ye not strengthened, neither
have ye healed that which was sick,
neither have ye bound up that which
was broken, neither have ye brought
again that which was driven away,
neither have ye sought that which
was lost; but with force and with
cruelty have ye ruled them” (Ezek.
34:4). She said it stood out to her
as a picture of the young woman’s
situation and that of many others
they were seeing in similar abusive
settings. Carol believes God used
portions of the passage to prompt
her and Pastor Clyde to prepare for
a postretirement ministry.
EDUCATION AND ORGANIZATION
Shortly before Pastor Brandt submitted his final resignation as pastor,
he and Carol launched their new ministry. Their first visit was to local shelters to share their plans. The directors
were delighted and told stories of
women and children who, when they
reached the limit of their stay, had no
place to go and returned to their abuser. Rarely did healthy reconciliation
come to fruition.
Like-minded people caught the
Brandts’ vision and soon filled the
positions of clerk, treasurer, auxiliary,
board member, advisor, mentor, and
volunteer. The Brandts would rotate
the position of executive director between themselves. They chose to call
the organization “Homes of Hope for

Victims in Domestic Abuse.”
The next step was the long process
of incorporating and attaining a 501(c)
(3), which would entitle them to operate as a nonprofit.
SETTING UP THE PROGRAM
After receiving legal status, and
through much prayer, the Brandts
and other members of the organization began formulating the program.
What had appeared to be simple and
straightforward was riddled with a
myriad of questions—who would
they help and for how long? What
would they require of the participants? How could they maintain
the policy of not duplicating those
services being administered by other
agencies?
Time and space in this article will
not allow for all of the answers to
those questions (and more), but each
led to the formation of a small book
of guidelines. This helped formulate
a reasonable entrance questionnaire,
application form, participant requirements, time allotments, reasons for
expulsion, and so much more.
TRAINING, THEN MORE TRAINING
The group was able to set up an
effective program because the agency
where they trained took time to listen
and was willing to continue to train
them. The Brandts’ original dream was
to purchase an apartment complex,
but those funds did not materialize.
In lieu of that, they worked well with
various property owners or managers

to secure homes for their victims.
The women who come for help to
Homes of Hope for Victims in Domestic Abuse have similar yet individual
stories. Some are beaten, suffering
with injuries such as concussions, and
some have children who were abused.
Many reflect no self-worth. Some of
the women ache to be reunited with
their children who are in foster care.
Most are in hiding from their abuser,
and all are in a desperate search for
stability.
If needed, Homes of Hope will provide up to 70 percent of a participant’s rent, initial deposits, and other
needs. This type of help can continue until the participant becomes
financially stable and is cooperating
with the program. Most victims come
with little besides the clothes on their
backs. To date, with the help of generous people, every need has been met,
including food, furniture, clothes, toiletries, and toys. The Brandts have
many wonderful stories about specific items they were given before they
were needed. They call those times
“faith builders.”
Some victims are educated, literate,
and proficient, and many are not. Regardless of the level of need, every client is assigned a mentor who attempts
to make at least one visit per week. The
clients fully understand that Homes of
Hope is a faith-based organization,
and a portion of every mentor’s visit
will be spent in Bible study and prayer.
They will teach about God’s saving
power and His ability to heal. Not one
woman has objected to any portion of
the program.
In addition, the mentors have been
trained to teach a variety of life skills,
such as preparing a budget, keeping house, grocery shopping, and
grooming. They can assist in filling
out applications and can prepare the
women for interviews. Where applicable, the mentors offer an intense
class on raising children God’s way.
This class has helped families have
a more peaceful home as mothers
learn and practice godly parenting
skills.
Several clients told Carol that the
course they received on setting and
maintaining healthy boundaries helped
them in every area of their life.
Since the inception of the program,
Homes of Hope has helped many
hurting women and children for various periods of time, some short term
SPRING QUARTER 2019

and some for several months. In addition, they have willingly secured motel
rooms for those waiting to be taken in
by a family.
It is always a disappointment when
a participant seems to be making
good progress but then chooses to
return to the abuser. Under those
circumstances, all contact with the
woman is usually lost, but they are
never forgotten and are kept in earnest prayer.
At no time has Homes of Hope
encouraged the breakup of a family.
It is their desire to see healing, reconciliation, and healthy restoration.
On the rare occasion they have been
given an opportunity to do so, they
extend a hand to the abuser, but
they know of only one woman who
returned home and suffered no additional abuse.
A grandmother who had guardianship of her grandchildren wrote a
letter of appreciation to the agency.
Her son, the father of the children,
had abused her. Because of his bad
choices, she lost her home, and her
grandchildren were placed in foster
care. Forced to sleep on the floor
in a relative’s house, she was safe,
but her heart was broken. All effort
to stabilize her situation seemed
hopeless until she received help
from Homes of Hope. The Brandts
and other members of the organization prayed with her and ministered
through Bible study and life skill
classes. They helped her secure a
home, and she was able to regain
custody of her grandchildren. She
openly states how hopeless her life
was before God led her to Homes
of Hope.
Another young woman came to
them with one child while pregnant
with another. She said the agency was
a lifesaver. She and her daughter were
able to escape physical and emotional
harm and now live in a safe environment. She was pleased that Homes of
Hope always had her best interest in
mind. She stated the life skills training
she received enabled her to handle all
of her affairs in a proficient manner.
She is very pleased that her parenting
skills have greatly sharpened. Her
oldest daughter is thriving in school,
loves God, and looks forward to going to church every Sunday. She was
deeply moved when Carol gave her a
baby shower.
The young woman and her chil-

dren are now on their own, but they
stay in close touch with the Brandts.
She is a living testimony that portrays
the valuable and amazing Christ-centered help Homes of Hope offers. She
knows God is always with her, and her
desire is to spend the rest of her life
serving Him.
Carol is a woman of deep faith with
a gentle and sweet nature. She works
well with everyone. Her warm smile
can immediately disarm some of a
victim’s fear. The presence of God’s
Spirit is evident in her, offering hope,
comfort, and assurance that He is
available and in control.
Clyde is tall with a booming voice,
but his faith in God and his tender
heart offer an engulfing love. He is a
living example of how a man should
treat his wife. He states his desire is
to live by Jesus’ words, “For I was
an hungered, and ye gave me meat:
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink:
I was a stranger, and ye took me in:
. . . And the King shall answer and
say unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:35,
40).
Domestic abuse is often hidden,
and the profile of an abuser is broad.
Homes of Hope for Victims in Domestic Abuse has rescued many women and children from homes ridden
with drug and alcohol abuse. Those
are the expected settings, but sadly
those are not the only homes affected. When abuse is exposed in
homes of well-educated professionals or ranking church members, it
is a disappointing shock, but they
can suffer the same plague, and the
Brandts have discovered it is from
these homes that women are the least
likely to speak up.
The agency’s primary source
of operating expenses is provided
through freewill gifts and a variety of
fund-raisers. Guest speakers at such
events have included members of law
enforcement, elected officials, and
abuse victims. A common response
to the presentations and statistics is “I
had no idea.”
Homes of Hope is a small organization in size, but in heart they are
too large to measure. They pray that
for years to come their ministry will
continue being a lighthouse that lights
the way for hurting families to come to
Christ. H
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A New Way of Missions
by

John Livingstone Nevius
(public domain) c

G

OD used a mother’s prayers and
a grandfather’s influence to help
shape the life of John Livingstone
Nevius.
John was born in 1829 in Seneca
County, New York, to a godly family.
When John was only eighteen months
old, his father died. During his teen
years, he lived with his grandparents
and found his grandfather to be a great
model of the Christian life.
A serious student, John entered college as a sophomore before the age of
sixteen. He taught school for a while
and then continued college.
John’s mother prayed daily that her
son would become a man of God, but
she did not see an interest in God in
his life. John took church for granted
and had never made a personal commitment to Christ.
At the age of twenty, John finally
came to grips with his need of a Saviour. He knew he needed to “not stop
short of a thorough reformation” (Hunt,
Everett Jr., “The Legacy of John Livingstone Nevius,” International Bulletin of Missionary Research, Overseas
Ministries Study Center, 1991). When
he wrote to his mother of his conver-
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sion, she was thrilled. He also wrote
to his brother, “My pride and self-importance kept me from God. . . . I am
changed. . . . My only hope is in God’s
mercy through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Hunt).
Not one to do things halfway, John
enrolled at Princeton Theological Seminary, which was then a top Bible-teaching school. There he reveled in learning
and self-discipline as he prepared himself for God’s leading in his life.
When a foreign missions speaker
came to Princeton, John was stirred to
consider a life in missions. In a matter
of months, John was ordained by the
Presbyterian church, graduated from
seminary, assigned to Ninpgo, China,
and married to his longtime girlfriend,
Helen Coan.
The newlyweds sailed from Boston
on an old trading ship. They spent six
months aboard ship in a room only
twenty-one feet square. They arrived
in China in the spring of 1854 and
immediately began studying Chinese.
They both quickly became fluent in the
local language. After only eight months,
Nevius shared in chapel informally, and
in a year he carried a normal load of
preaching and teaching in Chinese.
The people received his teaching eagerly because he spoke their language.
John began the ministry pattern
of an itinerant preacher, riding on
horseback to visit sixty places each
year. From September to April, he
was on the road. Then, in the summer,
Chinese leaders came to his house for
seminary training.
When famine hit the area, the Neviuses showed Christ’s love to the
people by helping distribute food.
This resulted in more acceptance of
the gospel message. When a cholera
epidemic swept the area, the Neviuses
did what they could to help and minister in Jesus’ name.
As busy as they were, John always
found time to write. His tracts and
books were practical how-to works
that explained the gospel to those who
were interested. In addition to these,
he also wrote deeper works on living
the Christian life. He often conducted

classes for new believers to help them
learn the basics of faith. Equipping
and teaching leaders at every level for
new local churches was his passion.
After a few years in China, John
began to deviate from the traditional
type of missionary work because he
saw it not effective as it could be. He
believed that too often the mission
work became missionary-centered,
with the Chinese people depending on
the missionary for almost everything.
John studied the Apostle Paul’s missionary work in Acts and found that this
first great missionary traveled to many
places, stayed for a while to help establish a new church, and then moved
on to a new place. He was able to
return to see their progress and wrote
letters to the churches to encourage
them in the faith. Paul, however, did not
do everything for these new churches.
They became self-sufficient.
Those readings about Paul’s missionary journeys had a major impact
on Nevius. He developed what came
to be called the Nevius Plan (wikipedia.
org/wiki/John_Livingstone_Nevius).
His plan for missions has been summarized by the following points:
1. Christians should continue to live
in their neighborhoods and pursue
their occupations, be self-supporting, and witness to their coworkers and neighbors.
2. M issions should only develop
programs and institutions that the
church desires and can support.
3. The churches should call out and
support their own pastors.
4. Churches should be built in the native style with money and materials
given by the church members.
5. Intensive biblical and doctrinal
instruction should be provided for
church leaders every year.
There were other mission groups
that disagreed with Nevius’s ideas.
Nevius, though, had tried his plan
in China and found it to be fairly
successful. Surprisingly, he visited Korea for only a short time, but
the church there embraced his plan
(Continued on page 27)

Christ’s Camels
by

C

AMELS are remarkable creatures
with an unusual appearance and
extraordinary abilities. Depending on
the season and desert temperatures,
a camel can travel for several days
to several weeks up to one hundred
miles without a drink of water, even in
a hot desert where few other animals
can survive.
Because of their large size and the
distinctive hump (or humps) on their
back, camels are easily recognized.
The hump stores fat that nourishes
them when food is not available. Camels are mammals with sand-colored or
brown fur.
In the Middle East, including Israel,
camels have long been important to
the people who live there. A camel can
carry a load across a desert without
needing to stop frequently for food
and water. The Bible mentions that
many people in the Old Testament,
including Abraham and Job, had camels.
When Jesus lived in Israel, all the
people He taught would have known
about camels and had likely seen
one. Most of them had probably never
encountered an animal larger than a
camel, making this unique mammal
a perfect subject to help Jesus illustrate certain lessons. He turned to it
twice to show how desperately we
need God.
The first instance is in Matthew 19.
Beginning in verse 16, Matthew tells
of a rich young man who came to talk
with Jesus about how to get eternal
life. From what the rich man said,
he had lived a righteous life (vs. 20),
the kind that every follower of Christ
should lead.
Abruptly, however, Jesus offers a
suggestion that shatters the illusion of
the man’s virtue. He says, “If thou wilt
be perfect, go and sell that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven: and come
and follow me” (Matt. 19:21).
Realizing that he was not willing to
serve God in this way, the rich man
sadly left. His temporary earthly wealth
meant more to him than eternal treasure in heaven. His luxurious lifestyle
was more important to him than living
forever in the glorious presence of the
only Saviour.
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Jesus concluded, “It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into
the kingdom of God” (Matt. 19:24).
A sewing needle’s hole, or eye, is so
small that just getting a thin thread
to pass through it can be difficult.
Because of this, the idea of a giant
mammal squeezing through it is memorably ridiculous and makes the point
perfectly.
When the rich have turned wealth
and comfort into idols that are more
important than anything else, salvation is as impossible as fitting an
enormous animal through a tiny hole.
And any of us, rich or poor, are capable of making idols of something that
means a lot to us. We may be tempted
to love a job or a spouse more than
God, or to cling to the prideful idea
that we can get to heaven because of
our good works.
Even so, there is hope. After Jesus
watched the rich man leave, He told
His disciples that although no one can
be saved on their own, salvation is
possible with God’s help (Matt. 19:26).
God can make the camel that is keeping us from salvation shrink down to
the size of a grain of sand.
If the rich man had fallen to his
knees before Jesus and begged Him
for help, Jesus would have given it.
The only hope for any of us is to rely
on God to save us and sanctify us.
Then we can truly live righteously and
follow Him.
Yet once we acknowledge our need
for God, there is another camel that
can also get in the way of serving Him
faithfully. Jesus referred to this camel
during his condemnation of the hypocritical religious leaders in Israel.
He said, “Woe unto you, scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay
tithe of mint and anise and cummin,
and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and
faith: these ought ye to have done,
and not to leave the other undone. Ye
blind guides, which strain at a gnat,
and swallow a camel” (Matt. 23:2324).
The religious leaders believed in
God and knew that salvation and eternal life rest in Him. This led them to
diligently obey the tithing laws God

had given through Moses. They were
so careful that they even made sure
to give a tithe of the herbs with which
they cooked.
The leaders were not, however, so
careful in all areas. Maintaining justice
in the land, for example, was hard
work, so sometimes they did not bother with it. Their scrupulous following of
small laws was not matched by faithful
obedience to big laws.
Jesus condemned this hypocrisy.
He had His listeners picture someone
straining water before drinking it. Then
he had them imagine this person carefully picking every gnat out of a drink
but carelessly swallowing a camel.
The incredible inconsistency is humorous. Sadly, we are all tempted to act
the same way.
Hypocrisy is a subtle sin. It allows us
to feel spiritual without actually being
spiritual. One common way it can happen is if we go to church every Sunday
and are certain we are following God
but then start living how we want the
rest of the week, causing us to actually
live in rebellion against Him.
Thankfully, the camels we try to
swallow are dealt with in the same
way as the camels that we attempt to
squeeze through the eye of a needle.
Every day, we need to turn to God for
help. He will deal with any hypocrisy or
idols in our lives.
Once we recognize that sin can
blind us and make us do ridiculous
things, we have taken an important
step toward serious faith and diligent
obedience to God. It should lead us to
pray that God will give us the wisdom
we need to see clearly. Then we will
stop engaging in fruitless activities
that are as absurd as trying to swallow
giant hairy mammals or squeeze them
through tiny holes.
The camels in the teachings of
Christ are good reminders of just how
far wrong we will go if we rely on
ourselves. Yet they can also help us
remember that if we surrender to God,
He will supply everything we need
to follow Him no matter how confused or weak we are. As Jesus said
in Matthew 19:26, “With men this is
impossible; but with God all things are
possible.” H
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Missions
They Are Without Excuse—
Teaching the Truth of Creation
by

Lorella Rouster

the Bible and to learn to defend that
faith and teach their children to do the
same.

Ken Ham

S

OME people think of missionaries
as Americans who are called
to proclaim the gospel in another
country or culture. Ken and Mally Ham were born in Australia, but
they believe God called them to be
missionaries to the United States of
America.
A large part of that calling is to call
the church back to the authority of
God’s Word as well as to present the
gospel. Many churches and Christian
colleges, in a struggle to deal with issues where modern scientific thought
differs from what the Bible proclaims,
have adopted various methods of
biblical interpretation rather than just
accepting a straightforward understanding. Others have deliberately
de-emphasized the Bible, centering
their teaching on the Cross without the
biblical, historical context that makes
the Cross necessary. The Hams feel
that in doing so, they are making current scientific theory the authority rather than the Word of God. He seeks
to challenge them to return to a faith
that begins with the very first verse of
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BACKGROUND AND CONVERSION
Ken Ham grew up in a Christian
home. His father was a public school
principal who taught his children to
recognize compromise regarding
God’s Word and how to answer critical attacks. His mother taught Bible to
the children and prayed for them daily.
One especially influential act of his
father’s later years was when he made
Ken a model of Noah’s Ark to express
his love for God’s Word and for his
son’s apologetics ministry.
Ken read The Genesis Flood as a
senior in college while he was training to become a science teacher and
was both influenced and challenged
by it. He considers his ministry as
building on the foundation of Dr.
Henry Morris and Dr. John Whitcomb, authors of that book, first
published in 1961. When Ken was in
his 20s, God made it clear to him that
his ministry was to be in apologetics
and would be targeted both at Christians and unbelievers.

sixteen grandchildren. He says his
wife is behind him 110 percent in his
ministry and that if it were not for her
sacrificial support, his ministry would
not be where it is today.
In 1979, Ken resigned his teaching job
and founded two organizations to supply creationist resources to the public
schools of Queensland, Australia, where
teachers were legally required to teach
both the evolutionary and creationist
viewpoints. These groups later merged
with others, resulting in the Creation
Science Foundation of Australia.

SEEDS OF MINISTRY PLANTED IN
AUSTRALIA
Ken began his career as a public
school science teacher in Australia. It
was there that he became burdened
as he saw many students assume that
the Bible is untrue because of the evolutionary teaching given in their school
textbooks. During those years, he
saw that every museum consistently
assumed an evolutionary framework
of interpretation, and God gave him
a burden to someday develop a museum that would present history and
science in a way that upheld the truthfulness of the Bible.

CALLING TO U.S.A. MINISTRY
Ken felt a consistent burden to do
something to counteract the evolutionary influence that saturated so
much of society. Ken’s message has
always been that God’s Word is still
reliable in all matters, including history, science, and every other field of
knowledge on which it touches. He
saw that the United States of America, because of its influential place in
the world of ideas, provided the most
strategic base of operations.
Ken is concerned that two-thirds
of the country’s Christian youth leave
church as young adults and deny or
ignore Christian faith, usually for reasons involving popular “scientific” notions perceived as established fact.
Most never return.
He also saw that modern culture is
reaping the rotten “fruits” of evolutionary thinking, including the breakdown
of the family, redefining marriage, gender confusion, disrespect for human life
leading to abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, societal breakdown, and so on.
When Ken first came to the United
States of America, he worked seven
years for his hero Dr. Henry Morris. He
did speaking tours with The Institute
for Creation Research (ICR).

FAMILY
Ken is married to Marilyn (Mally),
and they have five grown children (four
born in Australia, one in the U.S.) and

ANSWERS IN GENESIS
Eventually Ken set up his own organization while maintaining friendly ties
with ICR. Originally, his ministry was

called Creation Science Ministries,
founded with Mark Looy and Mike
Zovath. The legal framework was set
up in 1993. Ken moved to the northern Kentucky area in 1994 to officially
launch the ministry. Through the years,
God brought him into contact with
people who fit perfectly into various
needs of the organization. The name
was changed to Answers in Genesis
in 1997, emphasizing Ken’s passion—
the authority of the Scriptures beginning with the very first verse.
CREATION MUSEUM
Ken’s dream of developing a museum presenting the creationist viewpoint
was realized in 2007 with the opening
of the 75,000 square-foot Creation Museum in Petersburg, Kentucky. The museum emphasizes that we all have the
same evidence, but our interpretation
of that evidence varies according to our
suppositions. It shows a biblical interpretation of early history and of science.
It includes a planetarium, petting zoo,
botanical gardens, and even zip lines.
ARK ENCOUNTER
Since reading The Genesis Flood,
Ken realized that the global flood
described in Genesis 6 through 9
accounts for much geological evidence that is today interpreted in an
evolutionary context by most scientists. He also realized that the Ark
pictured God’s judgment, mercy, and
salvation, a message much needed
by the modern world.
At the same time, he realized that
the Biblical account is usually treated
as a children’s fairy tale; so he conceived the idea of building a replica of
Noah’s Ark according to the biblical dimensions and making it a second museum that would present the Flood as
the true historical account described
in the Scriptures.
Like the Creation Museum, the project was expensive, and for that reason
Ken was highly criticized, but this did not
deter him. He saw it as a unique way to
reach the people of our day who are accustomed to high-class presentations.
No government funds were used, and
the venture was funded through private donations, primarily from Christians
who believed in the project.
Construction on the Ark Encounter
began in 2014, and it opened in July,
2016. Ken has stated that one cannot go through the Ark without being
confronted with the gospel message.
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That, of course, was his exact intent
as a missionary to the United States
of America.
OTHER MINISTRIES
Though Answers in Genesis is often
equated with the Creation Museum and
the Ark Encounter, it has a myriad of other ministerial avenues, all with the same
message—the Bible is true and reliable
in every area of which it speaks. Those
ministries include publication of books,
Answers magazine, Sunday school and
Vacation Bible School curricula, speakers, occasional debates, videos, websites, radio, and international outreach
with seminars and literature including
India, Japan, Malaysia, and more.
Web traffic increased with the opening of the Creation Museum, with one
day in 2007 recording 94,000 visitors.
No one can doubt that Ken is reaching
huge audiences with the ministries he
directs. He is personally encouraged
that thousands of churches are using
Answers in Genesis resources.

into this trap. He says that when influential leaders make public statements
about the Scriptures and the Christian
faith, we need to check what they say
against the teaching of Scripture.
Even though such leaders still
point to the Cross, Ken sees that
they are removing the whole undergirding of the Cross, since the need
for a Saviour is based on the reality
of our sin, and that reality is based
in the early chapters of Genesis. He
wonders how long churches will hold
to the Cross once the reason for it
has been entirely removed.
There have also been legal challenges based on the fact that Answers in
Genesis hires only Christians and not
those of alternative lifestyles or gender
identities. In addition, the organization
consistently and openly presents the
gospel at their attractions. When critics attack, Ken feels these challenges
need to be countered with the truth of
the matter under attack, even though it
takes a lot of his time to do so.

CHALLENGES
Of course, there have been, and continue to be, many challenges. These
include many forms of opposition and
false reporting by some of the press,
including the false assertion that the
attractions were built with public tax
money. An Atheists group attempted
to post billboards accusing the Ark
Encounter of promoting genocide.
Some of the most difficult opposition
comes from some Christian leaders
who feel creationism is unnecessarily
exclusive and that only the gospel is
important or essential to faith. These
criticisms stem from Ken’s tendency
to consider a literal interpretation of
Genesis as so essential that to diverge
from it is compromising the faith.
Of course, Christian leaders do not
like to feel that they are compromising
the faith, since they still hold to the
importance of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Ken makes clear that he is not
questioning the salvation of such leaders or asserting that everything they say
is wrong. In an interview with me, Ken
explained, “It’s not a salvation issue,
but it’s an important authority issue!” In
fact, he has made a video on this topic
called “Authority Crisis in the Church”
(answersingenesis.org, 2016). In it, he
teaches that he believes the church
is facing a huge authority crisis, and
he points out specific ways in which
he feels Christian leaders have fallen

RESULTS SO FAR, PLANS &
DREAMS FOR FUTURE
Many conversions have been reported and the faith of Christians has
been strengthened through visiting the
Creation Museum or the Ark Encounter. Churches and colleges can no longer drift away from confidence in the
Scriptures without being significantly
challenged.
Answers in Genesis continues to
create additions to both the Creation
Museum and the Ark Encounter, including an ancient-looking walled city
around the Ark. The organization is also
seeking to expand its curriculum offerings and to develop more international
programs. It now appears that these
two “missionaries to America” will, by
using the U.S. as their strategic base,
reach many nations with the message
that God’s Word is true and reliable.
One of the Bible verses that has
been specially meaningful to Ken is
Romans 1:20. He often signs books
with this reference under his name. The
verse reads: “For the invisible things of
him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his eternal
power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse.” Ken believes that this
verse connects strongly with Genesis
because it declares that His handiwork
is so clearly seen in creation that people
who reject Him are without excuse. H
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Counseling Corner
Confusion Over Separation of
Church and State
by

Lendell H. Sims

Q. It seems that lawmakers are using the “Separation of Church and
State” argument to get further and
further away from this country’s Christian foundation. My son’s school has
transgender bathrooms. I am appalled
at how we have changed as a society,
but how do I instruct him without appearing judgmental?
A. When we question our approach
or stop to think before we act, we have
already taken the first step toward
avoiding judgmental attitudes (I Cor.
11:31). If we take a simple pause, we
will avoid being chastened by the Lord
for acting in haste or emotion (cf. Jas.
1:19).
We do not want to be rightly accused
of acting without love. If we are to be the
light of the world and be an example to
the world (Matt. 5:14), then we cannot
throw stones at everything that is outside of what we understand and believe
are the commandments of God. When
we start to throw stones, the people we
are meant to be a light to run away.
As parents, we have to be vigilant
and wise about how to address the
rapidly and constantly changing social
landscape that our children are confronted with every day. My nine-yearold daughter’s friends have watched
inappropriate videos on a classmate’s
cellphone during lunch. I had to first
explain to her why it was wrong and
then explain to her why we, even as
adults, have to be careful about what
we watch and listen to. It is important
that we are careful about what we
allow to enter into our thoughts, our
consciousness, our hearts, our lives,
our families, and our neighborhoods
(Prov. 4:23). I told her it is OK to be
friendly with everyone, but we all have
to be careful about who we choose as
friends (cf. Ps. 119:63).
As we lead our children spiritually,
there will be many similar situations
that force us to be creative about how
we address harmful issues. Most importantly, we have to remember that
some of the issues that they face,
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even if they may be outside of God’s
will, are instigated or implemented by
people that the Father still loves and
wants to be saved. Remember, it is
prudent and faithful to despise sin,
but show love and compassion to the
sinner (Jude 1:22, 23).
Think about it. Jesus did not spend
His time sitting in high places or around
fine dining tables with the upper echelon of society. He made it His business to congregate with the common
folk. He sat with those who would be
shunned by the higher-ranking people
in society (Matt. 9:11). He not only ate
with them, but he also explained why
he did it (Matt. 9:13).
We may be the only opportunity
that some people have to be exposed
to the light. If we are to resemble
Jesus, we must show empathy to
those we know are heading down a
path that is not pleasing to God. Our
children must understand they have
a role in spreading the gospel. They,
in part, do that by showing empathy
and compassion towards others. They
should be patient and wait for the
opportunity to win a soul for Christ
(cf. Prov. 11:30). Tell your son that you
know these issues are confusing because everyone thinks that their way is
just fine. Explain how when you were
young, you made the mistake of trying
your own way. Then you found out the
hard way that going your own way
was a waste of time, but God’s way
is guaranteed to be the easier path to
success (cf. Ps. 18:30). Tell him to be
kind to people but to understand that
some people are on the wrong path.
This does not mean they deserve
ridicule and alienation; rather, they
deserve to see Christ’s patience, love,
and light in us. H
Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Book Reviews
Chan, Francis and Lisa. You and Me
Forever: Marriage in Light of Eternity.
San Francisco, California: Clair Love
Publishing, 2014.

This is not a marriage book for the
fainthearted. Uncompromising in its
focus, it is also encouraging and approachable.
Francis and Lisa get to the heart
of what marriage is about: reflecting
God’s relationship with His church
and serving Him better together than
apart. They are unflinching in their call
for couples to stop focusing so much
on themselves, their marriage, and
their families, and instead to direct the
focus of their family to God.
Purposely radical and countercultural, it poses a direct challenge to
how American Christians think about
marriage and in the process points
them to a better way.
Is it possible that a really great marriage is as simple (and as difficult)
as both the man and woman choosing to gaze at God and serve Him
wholeheartedly? Brave engaged and
married couples as well as singles are
encouraged to find out.
Ash, Christopher. Married for God: Making
Your Marriage the Best It Can Be.
Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Publishing,
2016.

Few books are able to take centuries-old truths and present them as
radical new teaching, but this one
does. The author’s catchphrase is
unapologetically edgy and hip, with
the intent of drawing in readers from
all backgrounds and showing them
the deeper meaning of marriage as
established by God.
Ash avoids dealing directly with the
practical side of marriage in the chapters, leaving that to the discussion
questions. This will be refreshing to
couples who have the practical side
of their lives well in hand (or who are
overly focused on such things).
The reader is challenged to think
(and rethink) about every aspect of
Christian marriage in an age when the
world opposes it. The book equips
believers for spiritual warfare, not help
them achieve a comfortable life. Married, engaged, and single believers will
find its lessons valuable. H
—Anastasia Wilson.

Timely Tips for Working with Teens
Thinking Biblically about the
Human Conscience
by

T

ODAY’S teens face confusion and
turmoil in their world. Only the
stability, order, and certainty provided
by God’s Word can guide and comfort them in this chaotic world. An important dimension of this stability is a
proper understanding of that mysterious blessing called conscience.
The term “conscience” is not found
in the Old Testament (KJV). Perhaps
the closest term related to “conscience” is “heart” (cf. I Sam. 24:5).
In the New Testament, “conscience”
is used thirty-one times, mostly by
Paul. Foundationally, the key passage
is Romans 2:14-15. This Scripture
teaches that humans, made in the
image of God, have an innate sense
of right and wrong, a moral monitor that either approves or accuses.
Conscience serves as an umpire that
disposes the human to view life situations in a moral and ethical light, thus
judging and determining that some
actions are right and some are wrong.
The Fall has drastically affected conscience but has clearly not destroyed
it. Evidence of this innate sense of
right and wrong is a general agreement in all cultures about certain
basic ethical issues (murder, incest,
pedophilia, lying, stealing, etc.).
How is conscience developed in the
New Testament? A human being may
actually be sincerely following a wrong
moral standard that deepens convictions about the rightness of certain
actions. Consider Paul before his conversion: Saul (as he was then known)
persecuted Christians with a “good
conscience” (Acts 23:1). His deep-seated conviction (his conscience) told him
to do right, and his ethical standard
was that it is right to persecute Christians. Thus he followed his conscience,
but what he did was wrong because his
deep-seated conviction (conscience)
was wrongly informed. God needed to
change Saul’s convictions, which He
did, beginning with his salvation on the
Damascus Road.
When a person becomes a Christian,
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his conscience is heightened by being
informed both by Scripture and by
the Holy Spirit. This is in many ways a
lifelong process. When we then violate
biblical standards, we experience guilt.
This is one of the blessings of the conscience for the believer. This “thermostat” keeps us from doing what might
prove injurious to ourselves or to others
and ultimately to our relationship with
God. When we willfully sin, conscience,
in conjunction with the Holy Spirit,
causes us to experience guilt. We are
then prompted to confess our sins and
experience the love and forgiveness of
God (I John 1:9). This is now the ongoing process of how we deal with guilt in
our lives—via confession, or agreeing
with God about our sin.
Also for the believer, conscience may
accuse you of something when in actuality the action you are contemplating
may either be morally neutral or even
right. This is essentially what Paul is
discussing in Romans 14 and I Corinthians 8 through 10 . Here the believer’s
conscience is weak (his convictions are
not in conformity with the truth, which,
in Corinth, was the correct theological
“knowledge” about idolatry and food).
So, at that point, the mature believer
must decide to either press his freedom
or, because of the undeveloped conscience of the weaker brother or sister,
choose not to exercise that freedom.
This weaker believer then must be
open to the liberating teaching of the
Holy Spirit, who uses God’s Word to
teach the truth about all things, including how to look at cultural standards,
traditions, and practices.
For the believer, there is also such a
thing as a “seared conscience” (I Tim.
4:2). If conscience is disobeyed repeatedly or if a believer refuses to develop
deep-seated convictions about issues
of life and the maturing process is then
halted, one’s sensitivity to moral issues
soon becomes dulled. If this continues,
then the result is a seared conscience,
meaning that convictions about a particular issue are developed that the

believer knows are wrong or those convictions have not been fully informed
by God’s Word. This is what I believe
occurs with some genuine believers
when it comes to homosexuality, for example. Convictions are developed that
to practice homosexuality is not wrong
ethically. Continued sin then desensitizes the conscience, and the conscience
is seared either by conscious disobedience to the clarity of God’s Word or
by convictions developed without the
clear teaching of God’s Word. Moreover,
Scripture teaches that unconfessed sin
and ongoing unbelief can also lead to a
desensitized conscience (Heb. 3:12-13).
Finally, conscience can also “malfunction” in the sense that it becomes
overly sensitive or hypersensitive. Here
the conscience works too hard, condemning and accusing the Christian
for small errors, forgiven actions, and
normal human failures. This constant
self-criticism and self-reproach rob the
Christian of joy and any sense of progress in growth toward Christlikeness.
The result is often a performance-based
Christianity that focuses on actions, not
God’s grace, as the basis for acceptance. Performance-based Christianity
is what produces legalism and so much
defeat in the Christian life. For example,
thoughts such as, “If I am not performing the way I think I should, the way my
pastor thinks I should, or the way my
friends think I should” can be the product of an overly sensitive conscience,
and thereby produce false guilt. False
guilt is one of the lethal results of performance-based spirituality.
The goal of the Christian believer,
then, is to develop a mature conscience.
The Holy Spirit teaches the believer
most clearly what is right and wrong
from the objective Word of God. That
Word informs us of the truth; the Spirit
then enables us to welcome and embrace that truth (I Cor. 2:6-16) so that it
transforms us from the inside out. Then
we begin to develop those deep-seated
convictions in all areas of life that can

guide and direct us. H
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Noah’s Ark
The Panther Chameleon
by

W

Kelly Hawver

HAT would you look like if you
swallowed a rainbow? Would
you be every color of the rainbow at
the same time, or would your color
change from one to another? A lizard
from Madagascar looks like it may
have swallowed a rainbow based on
its many colors.
Madagascar is an island nation in
the Indian Ocean, just off the southeast
coast of Africa. The climate there ranges from semiarid in the west to rain forests in the east. Many of the plant and
animal species that make their home
on this island do not exist anywhere
else on the earth. In fact, over half of
the world’s two hundred chameleon
species come from this island.
Chameleons are a distinct member of the lizard family because God
gave them unique feet. A set of two
toes and a set of three toes placed
opposite each other are on each foot.
They pinch together to climb slim
branches.
Another rare feature is its eyes.
There is only a pinhole-sized area between the top and bottom eyelids for
the pupils. Each eye can rotate and
focus separately on different objects.
Since the eyes move independently, a
chameleon has the ability to see 360
degrees around its body. It can also
see ultraviolet light, which is out of the
range of visible light for humans.
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The one thing a chameleon is most
famous for is its ability to change
its skin color. A chameleon cannot
change to match just any color. It can
only change within the color range
dictated by its species. Most chameleons will change from brown to
green and back again, but there is one
species in particular, the panther chameleon, that can turn many colors. A
change in its skin color can happen
quickly.
A male panther chameleon may
be 17-20 inches long as an adult. A
female is usually 8-10 inches long. Its
color depends on the region of Madagascar where the panther chameleon
lives. Males may be blue, red, green,
or orange. The females are usually
brown. Besides the many colors, the
patterns on their skin may vary too.
These patterns are what led to how it
got the name “panther.” Part of its scientific name means “spotted panther.”
So how do chameleons change their
skin color? Actually, their skin does
not change. They change the space
between cells, called guanine crystals, under their skin. Changing the
spacing between these cells changes
the way light reflects from them. This
makes the pigments in the skin appear
different. In a calm state, the crystals
reflect blues and greens. An excited
chameleon reflects the colors of yel-

low, orange, and red.
The panther chameleon also has
an amazing tongue. Its tongue can
be longer than its body. It is also extremely fast. The tip of it has a suction
cup-like shape covered in mucus so
that its prey will stick to it. Panther
chameleons usually eat insects. It also
suns itself to increase the vitamin D3
levels it lacks in its diet.
The panther chameleon is territorial.
Except for mating season, it will spend
most of its time alone. If two males run
into each other, they will rarely get into
a physical sparring match. Instead, they
change to bright colors and puff up,
trying to intimidate each other. The loser
will retreat, changing to dull, dark colors.
A female panther chameleon will
dig a hole to lay 10-40 eggs that
will hatch in about 240 days. She
may only live two years after her first
pregnancy. Males may live up to five
years in the wild. Both can live longer
as pets.
God told the people of Israel they
should not eat chameleons (Lev.
11:29-30), but you might be able to
have one as a pet! If you do or someone you know does, write me and tell
me about it. I would love to hear from
you (Kelly Hawver, c/o Union Gospel
Press, P. O. Box 6059, Cleveland,
Ohio, 44101). H

Wit and Wisdom Cartoons
Paul Harvey (1918-2009): “In times
like these, it helps to recall that there
have always been times like these.”
***
Robert Orben: “Spring is God’s way
of saying, ‘One more time!’”

Quote-ables
A Season of
Renewal
and Growth
Benjamin Jenks (1646–1724): “O
Lord, renew our spirits and draw our
hearts unto yourself, that our work
may not be as a burden but a delight.”
***

***
“When you steal a penny, the devil
makes a fortune.”
***
Plato (428/427 348/347 b.c.): “Wise
men speak because they have
something to say; fools because they
have to say something.”
***
H. Jackson Brown: “You can always
tell when a man is well informed. His
views are pretty much like your own.”
***

John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-1892):
“Drop thy still dews of quietness, /Till
all our strivings cease;/Take from our
souls the strain and stress, / And let
our ordered lives confess/ The beauty
of thy peace.”
***
Charles G. Finney (1792-1875):
“A state of mind that sees God in
everything is evidence of growth in
grace and a thankful heart.”
***
Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952): “All
growth that is not toward God is
growing to decay.”
***

“He who has the most trouble usually
has been busy making it.”

S. D. Gordon (1859-1936): “There is
one inlet of power in life—anybody’s
life—any kind of power: just one
inlet—the Holy Spirit.”

***

***

“Nothing will cook your goose faster
than a red-hot temper.”

James Hudson Taylor (1832-1905):
“Many Christians estimate difficulties
in the light of their own resources,
and thus attempt little and often fail
in the little they attempt. All God’s
giants have been weak men who did
great things for God because they
reckoned on His power and presence
being with them.”

***
“How much we admire the wisdom of
those who come to us for advice.”
***
“You’re always in the wrong key when
you start singing your own praises.”
***
“Before judging a sermon, be sure to
try it out in practice.”
***
“A good thing to remember, / A
better thing to do—/ Work with the
construction gang, / Not with the
wrecking crew.” H
—compiled by Donna Poole.
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***
Augustine (a.d. 354-430): “Christ is
not valued at all unless he is valued
above all.”
***
Henry Drummond (1851-1897): “If
a man does not exercise his arm he
develops no biceps muscle; and if
a man does not exercise his soul,
he acquires no muscle in his soul,
no strength of character, no vigor of
moral fiber, nor beauty of Spiritual
growth.” H
—compiled by Donna Poole.
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Family L ife
Is Silence Really Golden?
by

W

ALKING through the mall recently, I noticed a family of four—
father, mother, son, and daughter—sitting in a rest area. Each had a cell phone
and was hypnotically engrossed, utterly oblivious to any other activity. Not a
word passed among them.
Later, at a cafeteria-style restaurant,
a youngster left his seat, pulled out his
cell phone, and made his way to the
dessert bar while bumping into tables
and several individuals, oblivious of
everyone and everything around him.
Recently, during class, I instructed one
of my students to put his phone away,
commenting that he was addicted to it.
With no chagrin whatever, he replied,
“I freely admit that I’m addicted!”
As an educator, I daily encounter
the technology of social media, but
as the chair of the department of Biblical studies in a major Christian high
school, I see a much deeper problem
than simply that of students playing
with phones.
There can be no debate that technology has greatly improved our quality of life. Illnesses are diagnosed and
lives are saved daily via technologically advanced equipment. Aircraft
are equipped with the latest computer
technology. Advertisers, the communications industry, professional sports
teams—all employ the latest technology to disseminate their messages.
Now, I am not anti-technology! I use
several devices daily. I have a desktop computer as well as a separate
laptop in my classroom, both internet
accessible. I have two cell phones. I
am writing this article on my personal
laptop, and I have a tablet computer as
well. The legitimate use of the Internet
for research, information (data-gathering), communication, and business
transactions is undeniable. That, however, is not my concern.
The family is the building block
of society. God intended that godly
parents should raise godly offspring.
Scripture never condemns the use of
worldly facilities, provided their use
glorifies God and augments our spiritual formation. If Christ’s first advent
were today, He would undoubtedly
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ride in cars, dine in restaurants, attend
weddings, visit hospitals, and use the
media to disseminate His message of
the kingdom and salvation by grace
alone through faith alone.
PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Christian parents have (at least)
seven responsibilities relative to the
spiritual upbringing of their children.
Scripture, Worship, Service. First,
children are to be taught the Scriptures (Deut. 4:9-10; Prov. 22:6) and to
worship the God of the Bible and serve
Him (Matt. 4:10; cf. 6:33 ). Education is
never the ultimate objective, but godliness begins with an understanding of
Scripture’s instructions, and a godly
adult is probably the product of a child
trained in the Word.
Supervision. Second, children are
to be supervised, controlled, guided,
and taught. Young people need parents because they are ignorant in four
areas: intellectually (they need a basic,
general education); socially (they must
be taught to relate to others in a civil
manner); emotionally (they must learn
that while emotions are a major component of humanness, Christians are
not to be controlled by their emotions);
and physically (avoidance of much
illness by proper eating, sleeping, and
exercise habits). Hence, they need
training in those areas as well as in the
spiritual realm.
Discipline. Third, children require discipline in an age-appropriate manner.
The book of Proverbs is replete with
instructions relating to child discipline.
Respect. Fourth, they are to be
taught to respect and obey their parents, elders, and civil authorities.
Time. Fifth, they must be taught the
wise use of time (Eph. 5:15-16). Many
things can be both “good” or “bad.”
God created sex and saw that it was
“very good” (Gen. 1:31), but fallen mankind has since perverted it. Water keeps
us alive; it also drowns and takes lives.
Fire warms us and cooks our food, yet
thousands die annually from fire.
I see much of people’s lives wasted
as the use of and addiction to social

media increases. A recent survey revealed that many students are engaged in some type of screen activity
up to as much as six to eight hours
per day, and with the ever-increasing
utilization of technology in education,
it will only worsen!
Work. Sixth, children must be taught
to work in order to become productive
members of society. The Apostle Paul
declared that “if any would not work,
neither should he eat” (II Thess. 3:10).
Even a cursory glance at our culture
reveals the tremendous number of societal dropouts, welfare enrollees, and
adult children still supported by parents.
I am convinced that a major contributing
factor is that, while young, those children were permitted to waste hundreds
or thousands of hours playing video
games and surfing the Internet. Once
the video habit is ingrained, it is every bit
as enslaving as other typical addictions.
Prioritization. Lastly, children must
be taught to prioritize lifestyle needs
and decisions. One particular discussion invariably arises in virtually all my
classes at some point every year—the
issue of prioritization. A mature adult
understands that life contains four
categories of priorities: things which
must be done, things which should
be done, things which one would like
to do, and things which, done or not,
have no eternal value, repercussions,
or lifestyle impact.
Immature youth, however, turn that
list on its head. Adolescents consistently do worthless, insignificant things
first (hours of video games, television,
socialization—either in person or via
social media). They then do things they
want to do. In two decades in the classroom, I have asked countless times why
a student did or did not do a particular
thing. The response is virtually always
the same: “Because I wanted (or didn’t
want) to.” Interestingly, they rarely try
to justify their actions. They simply attribute them to desire. They may then
get around to doing those things they
should do (proper rest, self-improvement, household chores, family time,
and so on), and ultimately, they may or

may never do those things they must
do: homework, study, practice an instrument, spend time in the Word, and
so on.
QUESTION
So how does all this relate to family life? Paul declared in I Corinthians
6:12 that “all things are lawful unto
me, but all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but I will not be
brought under the power of any.” Research has long shown that extended
use of the Internet affects how students
think and behave. For example, students come into class playing on their
phones, oblivious to their surroundings,
competing with friends to find the silliest, most inane videos on the Internet.
Research shows clearly that the human
brain is not fully developed until about
age twenty-five or, in many cases, even
later. That is why many teenagers often
do things which, from an adult perspective, are absolutely insane: imitating a professional wrestler by diving off
the roof and landing on a mattress or
driving down a street at one-hundred
miles per hour at midnight with no
headlights for an adrenaline rush. Adolescents often simply do not consider
an act’s potential consequences.
SUGGESTIONS
Social media has much to do with
family life, particularly the Christian
family. Only you as a parent know how
effectively your church’s input relates
to the spiritual formation of your child.
Perhaps your church already emphasizes careful supervision of social devices. That is wonderful! However, your
church might not be emphasizing the
importance of this issue. Here are some
suggestions for this device-driven age:

1. Emphasize the authority of Scripture. Because of the not-yet-fully-developed adolescent brain, teens often
do what they want rather than what
they ought. Recently, one of my students suffered a horrible accident. He
was a skateboarder and a “good kid”!
The family was a faithful supporter of
Christian education and of our school
in particular. He had been instructed
always to wear a helmet when riding. As he left the house, however, he
would toss his helmet into the shrubbery by the porch, and, upon returning
home, he would retrieve it, carrying
it into the house so that his parents
would think he had been wearing it.
One day, he and a friend took on the
challenge of a long, steep hill. He lost
control, and his friend, who was already
at the bottom, could no longer see
him. The friend headed back to find my
student and found him lying in a pool
of blood in the middle of the street. My
student spent weeks in intensive care,
losing much of his vision, control of his
motor movements, and a portion of
his speech, faculties he will never recover. Scripture instructs obedience to
parents. Had he obeyed, his life would
probably be much different now.
2. Supervision is essential. Adolescents are so proficient with their mobile
devices that they can exit a program
instantaneously upon your entering the
room. Examine their devices frequently
to investigate what they are watching and listening to and with whom
they are communicating. Christian kids
can become addicted to pornography
and begin associating with the wrong
crowd just like any other kids!
3. Relative to time and prioritization, mobile devices are gigantic time
wasters. Ephesians 5:16 instructs us

to redeem the time. As a pastor and
educator, I notice just how much time
is wasted by the average adult. An
adolescent who has been taught to
make wise use of his time will likely do
so as an adult.
CONCLUSION
As we examine God’s Word concerning family life, it becomes clear
that the biblical family must communicate, spend quality time together, and
base its activities firmly on Scripture.
Technology can be extremely helpful,
saving us countless hours when writing or researching. Unfortunately, it
can also become a convenient tool of
Satan to entice one, unwittingly, away
from the Lord.
Parents, do you know how your children are using those devices? It is your
biblical responsibility to know. Only then
will you be in a position to shepherd
effectively those precious gifts God has
given you and to see your family begin
to coalesce into that unit He so greatly
desires. Whether your children like it or
not, examination of their devices is not
an invasion of their privacy—it is your
obedience to Scripture!
Are you controlling those electronic
devices, or are they controlling you and
your family? No one likes confrontation;
it is much easier to do nothing. However, through prayer, God will enable you
to confront the problem and conquer
it for His honor and glory and for your
children’s spiritual benefit. Secrecy is
the enemy of purity. If we are going to
become the people God desires us to
be, we must remain accountable and
pure (James 5:16; I Pet. 1:16).
The old proverb is incorrect. Silence
is not always golden! Sometimes it is
just plain yellow. H
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wholeheartedly. The result was great
growth for the Korean church.
Back in the 1800s, Nevius’s plan was
considered revolutionary. Until that
time, missionaries were considered
the experts who came to impart their
knowledge to the uneducated. Often
the Christians were considered incapable of running their own churches.
The thought was that the churches
needed the missionary and finances of
the misson board to survive. This gave
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the local churches the mindset of not
being capable of leading themselves.
Nevius believed the leaders of local
churches needed to step up and learn
how to be leaders so that their churches could be self-sustaining. He saw the
role of the missionary to be a resource
person who would help, but the church
would have the responsibility to become all that a church should be.
Interestingly, the house churches
in China today have been forced to

become self-sustaining because of
government persecution. There are no
“official” missionaries allowed there:
each believer has become a missionary to their fellow Chinese.
God knew all this when He called
John Nevius to mission work in 1853.
God had a plan to work through this
disciplined and forward-thinking man
to bring many to Himself since that
time and to strengthen the scattered
churches for His glory. H
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Christian Education

Bringing Children to Jesus
by

I

F you are gifted to teach God’s Word
to small children three to five years
of age, you have a high calling. Both
Matthew and Luke recorded the account of our Lord correcting His disciples when they rebuked parents for
bringing their little children to Jesus so
that He could put His hands on them
and bless them.
As preschool teachers, we assist
parents and guardians in bringing their
precious children to Jesus. Children
are souls destined for eternity. God
has given us the responsibility to teach
these young children Biblical truths so
that when they reach the age of accountability, they may trust Jesus as
their Lord and Saviour.
So how do you bring preschoolers
to Jesus? The same way you invite
anyone to Christ—you allow His love
for them to flow through you. Preschoolers trust those who love and
care for them; therefore, you want
to wisely use the minutes you have
with them to introduce truths from
God’s Word. This begins with prayerful
preparation.
You prepare to present a Biblical
truth (teaching objective) to preschoolers by studying the Scripture
and planning activities that will emphasize and magnify that truth. The
preschool learner hears a truth such
as “God loves me and cares for me,”
“God sent Jesus to die for my sins,”
or “God hears me when I talk to Him.”
You can reiterate that truth as you
move to each teaching activity. At
the end of the lesson time, a Biblical
truth has been introduced, instilled,
or affirmed, and preschoolers have
become acquainted with Jesus.
PREPARING THE LESSON
It is easy to fall into the trap of
quickly reading the lesson written on
the preschool level and then proceed-
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ing to gather materials for the handcraft activity. But God has a lesson
for us too. Therefore, begin preparation by studying the Scripture and
hearing what God has to say to you.
What He says to you will probably
not be something a preschooler can
understand, but obeying His voice
and having your life transformed to
look more like Christ is something
that preschoolers and everyone else
can witness.
You have the privilege of communicating with God by meditating on
His Word and by praying. God wants
you to lift up the children and their
families to Him. As you pray for them,
God will impress on you how you can
better minister to them. You also need
to bring your weaknesses before Him.
Perhaps you need help reaching a
parent who you know has not trusted
Jesus as Saviour. Perhaps you need
to ask forgiveness from a person
you have offended. You do not want
to give anyone a reason not to trust
Christ.
Studying the Scriptures and praying
are the foundations of your preparation. Next, it is time to select the music
and prepare the learning activities.
In addition to reinforcing the Biblical
truth, the learning activities provide
hands-on experience and interactive
participation.
PREPARING THE LEARNING
ACTIVITIES
Some teachers are privileged to
use curricula that provide a structured
lesson to be followed. If that is not the
case for you, you can select activities
that will emphasize the Scripture and
magnify the Biblical truth God impresses on you to present. In either
case, as you prepare, gather all the
materials you will need. I like to keep a
tote bag next to my place of study so

that I can have materials together and
ready to go.
A good way to introduce the Biblical truth is through music. Music
is calming to the preschooler who is
temporarily separated from his parents. Prepare a music time that consists of three songs that emphasize
the Biblical truth. Incorporate simple
motions wherever possible. Choose
songs with upbeat tempos whenever
possible.
Prepare to follow the music with a
present-day short story or an easy
object lesson the preschooler can
relate to. Plan a transition statement,
such as, “In the Bible, God tells us
that we should be kind to one another.” The story or object lesson should
be an example of the Biblical truth. It
should connect with the characters
and events in the Bible lesson. Young
learners have short attention spans,
so you will want to tell the story or object lesson expressively and concisely. You will also want to use language
a preschooler can understand. Select
pictures or other objects to illustrate
the story. Ask questions that require
short answers. An interesting and
concise story will not only capture
and hold the preschooler’s attention
but will also stick in his memory,
allowing him to connect with the Biblical truth.
Since the story or object lesson
captures the Biblical truth, it is easy
to plan a transitional statement for
the Bible lesson. For example, “In
our story, Amie was kind to the little girl who called her names. Now
we are going to learn how Paul and
Silas were kind to a prison guard.”
You want to prepare to tell the Bible
lesson expressively, just as you would
prepare to tell the story. Again, plan to
involve learners by asking questions
that require short answers. Participa-

tion demands the learners’ attention,
and it helps assure them they are
loved and valued class members.
If your structured lesson includes
teaching pictures, pull the picture for
that week’s lesson to go with your
other materials. If you have limited
materials, you may find pictures to
illustrate the lesson online or in your
church library. Visuals reinforce the
learning experience by allowing students to see what they hear. Biblical
illustrations introduce customs of the
Jewish culture, especially apparel. I
tell my students, “In the country of
Israel, some of the Jewish people
still dress like this today.” The young
learner discovers that God’s Word is
for all people and for all times.
Children like to use their hands
and be creative. Prepare a sample
of the handcraft that will reinforce
the Biblical truth. I like to make a
craft kit for each child, plus a couple
of extras for visitors. I use sandwich
storage bags to hold the contents
required for the project. I allow students to pass out items too big to fit
in the storage bags as well as staple
items kept in the classroom. In preparing the handcraft, write or type
the key verse or Biblical truth on a
small strip of paper to be attached
to the project.
Another item to pull from structured
materials or that can be made is a
poster with the key Scripture verse on
which the Biblical truth being taught
is based.
For reviewing the lesson, have an
idea of how much time to allow for
each activity. If you find you need an
additional activity, prepare a simple
game to review the Bible lesson. For
example, write five facts about the
lesson. Tell the learners you are going to tell them something about the
lesson and, if it is true, jump three
times. (If a learner jumps and the
statement is false, give the correct
answer and return to that statement
later.) Another activity you can prepare is a summary of the Bible lesson
with motions. The learners will copy
your motions.
Good preparation not only eliminates last minute stress but also
produces excitement to present the
lesson. After listening to God’s Holy
Spirit in preparation for presenting the
lesson, it is time to acquaint the children with Jesus.
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IN THE CLASSROOM
It is a good idea to arrive early enough
to have all the lesson materials in place
before the children arrive. (Place the
Bible opened to the selected passage
and post the key verse.) Early arrivers
enjoy helping. As children arrive, let
them know you are glad to see them.
The brief greeting time is a time when
you can visit with the students to build
relationships and a time to remind
them that they are special to God by
saying things such as “There’s my
smart Bible learner!” and “I see you’re
a very helpful big brother!”
Once all the children have arrived,
excitedly announce what they will
be learning from God’s Word. This is
a good time for an opening prayer.
As you teach preschoolers to pray,
you want to lead the prayer as Jesus
teaches us to pray in Matthew 6:9-13.
You will want to teach that God, who
is holy, omnipotent, omniscient, and
omnipresent, is also our Heavenly Father. You want to teach your children
to approach our Heavenly Father with
honor and praise. You also want to
teach your students that they can ask
God to help them obey His Word. Pray
in Jesus’ name to teach your children
that it is through God’s Son that they
come into His presence. An example
is “Heavenly Father, thank You for
sending Jesus to die for our sins.
Please help us to be kind to one another. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.”
Preschoolers need to be reminded to
bow their heads and close their eyes
during prayer.
After the opening prayer, transition
to the selected music while reiterating
the Biblical truth (“We are going to sing
a song about showing kindness to others.”). I like to begin music time with
the song that has the most motions
and actions. This allows the young
learners a chance to move as they are
sometimes quite lively during this time.
Music with motions allows them to
move around before the Bible lesson
is presented. As the learners enjoy
singing, they are also committing to
memory the Biblical truth.
Music provides a chance for preschoolers to use energy in a constructive manner and enables them to sit
still during the lesson. Most Sunday
school classrooms have a small table.
Sit with the children at the table so
they can see you at eye level. Being
at their height shows that you want
to spend time with them and listen to

them. I have used carpet squares and
sat on the floor during this time.
As the learners are seated, announce
the prepared transitional statement to
begin the illustrative story or object
lesson. You will want by the enthusiasm in your voice to capture the learners’ attention. The pictures and other
materials will capture their attention as
well. You hold their attention by telling
the prepared, concise story or object
lesson with expression and by inviting
your listeners to participate with the
prepared questions.
Once again, move into the Bible
lesson with our prepared transitional
statement. As you tell the Bible lesson, it is important that you have the
Bible opened to the selected passage
in front of you. Children are exposed
to a lot of things that involve pretending. You want to teach them that the
Bible is God’s Word and that God
has a message to us. I like to point
to the Scripture and say, “In this part
of the Bible, God tells us—.” When
you review the key verse, you can
refer to the Scripture you have posted and point to each word as you
read. Preschoolers look forward to
learning to read. Why not begin with
God’s Word? Close the Bible lesson
time with prayer that includes asking
God for help obeying the presented
Biblical truth.
The children may have the transitional statement for the handcraft.
They want to know “what are we going
to make?” Be ready to show them the
sample project and pass out their materials. Remember to review the Biblical truth or Scripture, as it is attached
to the project.
Carry out the extra learning activity
if time permits. Remember to dismiss
class with prayer.
Preschoolers love to come to a
Bible class where they are loved.
They love their teacher who introduces them to Jesus. When they are
brought to Him, they love Jesus. One
day, Jesus will knock at the door of
each individual’s heart (Rev. 3:20) that
we have brought to Him. Jesus will
reveal to that person that he or she
is a sinner in need of a Saviour. The
child who has been brought to Jesus
at an early age has a better chance
of trusting Him as Saviour and Lord
before they reach adulthood and their
heart is hardened. Let us never take
our calling lightly. Our calling is to
bring children to Jesus. H
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The Pastor’s Study
The Morning Worship Service
by

I

N most of the churches we know
about, there will be a morning worship service every Sunday. Part of
your responsibility, even if you delegate it to someone else, is to lead
your flock in worship. This brings up
the matter of the true meaning of
worship. We could suggest that the
English word derives from the expression “worth-ship.” In this case,
what do we think God is worth, and
how do we express our thoughts and
feelings of the evaluation we have of
Him? Those of us in the pews are
hoping that you will know the Lord
and His Word well enough to educate us and give us the words and
understanding to express our worship to Him rightly. We need you to
teach us to worship Him well. Does
that go somewhat beyond the reading (aloud) of Scripture, singing, and
saying prayers?
I first met the Lord when I was very
young. I had been to a church service
(it might have been a prayer meeting),
and I came home realizing that the
people there belonged to the Lord,
and He belonged to them (cf. Ps.
48:14). I wanted to belong to Him and
know that He belonged to me. I talked
to Him about that and had every assurance that He made it happen. All
this was not very deep theologically,
of course, since I was only four! The
many years now that He has built on
that small commitment and faith is the
proof that it was and is real. He has
been faithful to me these seventy-seven years. He has been in control of my
life and destiny.
Some kind of commitment to the
knowledge of the Holy God is necessary to worship. We are counting
on you, Pastor, to lead us in the right
knowledge and commitment to that
knowledge that would constitute
worship. We need to see from your
life that you are His and He is yours.
This next Sunday, and every Sunday, here is the main thing we need:
a fresh look at how to worship and
serve Him. We have finally come to
understand that making that connection with Him and thanking and
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praising Him for all that He is and
has done for us somehow fulfills us.
It completes us in the moment and
empowers us to continue to walk
with Him in our daily lives.
We need you to be our man of
God, someone who knows Him well
enough to explain Him to us. We
need it to show in your life that it is
worthwhile to worship Him, to make
Him the very center and reason for
being.
There are plenty of men of money,
fame, business, and politics. We need
a man of God. We come to church
to hear about God and to hear and
see how to worship Him, not just on
Sunday morning but every moment
of every day. We need a holy attitude
adjustment that leads us to worship
Him!
There may be some sitting in your
congregation next Sunday morning
who have no commitment to the
Lord. God brought them to your service. Remember that the Scriptures
say, “There is none that seeketh
after God” (Rom. 3:11). He seeks
us, or we would never be found by
Him. We remember the record of
the early church where none of the
people dared to join the disciples
because of the fear of the Lord (Acts
5:13). They knew how God had dealt
with Ananias and Saphira. They had
heard about God opening prison
doors and the apostles preaching
the resurrection fearlessly against
serious opposition. However, the
Lord kept adding to the church daily
such as were being saved. So it was
not “seeker friendly” but “committed
Christians only.” How much of our
congregation would we lose if that
were the way it was today? We do
not want or need to be “seeker unfriendly,” but maybe we should be
more “truth-in-love speaking.”
Do you have enough of the convicting power of God within your
congregation that unsaved people
would be afraid to just lightly join
the church? Surely, you want your
church to be known as a church
where anyone can find the Lord and

have their lives transformed. Would
it be too much to hope that your
people would be totally committed
to Jesus Christ? My feeling is that
sadly, as a whole, the church is not
this way.
Could it be, Pastor, that we have left
our “first love” (cf. Rev. 2:4)? I mean
that beautiful feeling of love and gratitude for the Lord Jesus and for His
people that we have when we first
trust Him and His Holy Spirit brings us
to new birth. He makes us new, and
we are filled with love and hope and
confidence in Him that brings such
great joy! That warning to the church
in Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7) is a warning
for all churches. They were told to
remember that from which they had
fallen, to repent or think again, and to
do the deeds they did at first.
This can apply to all churches and
all believers. The Lord said that if the
church at Ephesus did not return to
their former deeds, He would come
to them and remove their lampstand
out of its place. I do not like the sound
of that! That sounds like a church (or
the entire church body) could lose
their testimony and have nothing else
to offer a sinning and dying world.
Sometimes it seems like that has
already happened. It sounds like we
individually and our church as a whole
are being evaluated constantly by the
Lord Jesus, and He will take disciplinary action against us if we do not
repent.
The Lord Jesus says, “I know your
deeds.” He knows what we are doing. It may be that what we are saying may count as a deed, and our
thoughts certainly give rise to our
words and our deeds. Either way, He
knows what we are doing. He knows
how much we love Him, and how
we express that in our worship. He
knows if we are just going through
the motions, repeating the same
things we have always said and doing the same things we have always
done. He knows if the heart has gone
out of our worship.
Pastor, we need your leadership in
this. It has been said that no church

rises above its pastor. We would be
blessed to even get close to being at
the same spiritual level as our pastor!
We want to learn to love the right
things and hate the bad things.
Do not let it be thought that we are
all bad. Just as with the church at
Ephesus, we are working hard at doing
the Lord’s will. We have been patient
and have endured. We do not tolerate
evil people, and we patiently suffer for
the Lord. We are not about to give up
or get tired of living for the Lord and
serving Him and each other.
We do not want to criticize or hate
unsaved people. We want to remember that they are sinners who need to
be saved by the grace of God just as
we have been. They cannot help doing
what they are doing because they do
not have the Holy Spirit to help them.
We want to thank God that we have
been delivered from sin and its power
over us. Is it not a wonderful thing to
be saved?
We do want to observe those who
seem to be spiritual leaders but are
not. They are on radio and TV and in
print, telling us that because of grace,
we do not have to worry about “little sins” and should not be legalistic
or judge people. Besides, they think
that if we are Christians, we should
be prosperous. But we do not think
that grace gives us license to be lax
about living a holy life. Correct me if
I am wrong, but I think I was told by
the Lord Jesus to be a fruit inspector,
because “by their fruits you shall know
them” (Matt. 7:20).
Sometimes the Holy Spirit seems
so far away from us, and He does not
seem to convict us of the sinfulness
of a bad attitude like He used to. We
do not want to be found by the Lord
doing “the deeds of the Nicolaitans”
(Rev. 2:6, 14-15), which God says He
hates. That is pretty strong coming
from the God of grace who wants everybody to be saved. We do not want
to do something God hates. Pastor,
please help us to love good and hate
evil, for that is a way to worship God
as well.
We want to be the overcomers
mentioned in the Word (I John 5:4-5).
We may not understand what God is
saying when He says that overcomers will be granted to eat of the tree
of life in the Paradise of God (Rev.
2:7), but it surely does sound good!
Maybe you could give us a sense
of what that would mean in our daiSPRING QUARTER 2019

ly lives. It sounds like eating of the
tree of life would be really living on
a higher plane than we have known
so far. It sounds like I would then be
growing and becoming more godly
and Christlike.
Meaningful worship of God may be
old fashioned to some people, but I
need help with it on a continuing basis. I remember hearing the testimony
of a pastor’s wife who said that she
had never lost the joy of her salvation.
Wow! I would not question her truthfulness or the possibility of that actually
happening, but it surely has not been
my experience. I have had to go to the
Lord and ask for His forgiveness and
cleansing of my sin on the merits of
His shed blood. So I realize and say
back to Him that He has saved me on
Jesus’ merits and not my own. I thank
Him for His sweet grace to me in my
total neediness.
We realize from the Revelation 2
passage that this is all addressed to
you, Pastor, as the angel or messenger of the church. I do not think the
Lord will ask you when you stand
before Him to give an account about
how many attended your church, or
how much money it took in, or how
great the building was. He might ask
you how hard you tried to make sure
you led a Spirit-filled and worshipful
congregation, how you spoke out
against sin and wrong, and whether
you shepherded your flock with love.
Did the members of your congregation want to support and help you
fulfill your awesome responsibility?
Did you lead them in worship? Did
you teach them to support you and
the ministry by praying, giving as
He leads, and doing whatever they
possibly can to be there helping?
While this passage is to you as the
pastor, I’m sure it applies to the flock
as well. As they say, we are all in this
together, and if I cannot row, at least
I can bail!
The Lord’s complaint with the
Ephesian church was that they had
left their first love. They had walked
away, and they knew it. Paul had
commended this church earlier for
their love (Eph. 1:15). They were
known for it. Maybe our love for the
Lord will show in the love we have for
one another. First Corinthians 13 says
that if we do a lot of wonderful things
but do not have Christian love, we are
nothing and have achieved nothing. It
also indicates that real love is patient

and kind, but not rude or proud. Love
is not negative but very positive in
everything. Love never gives up on
anybody. It never loses faith, it is always hopeful and enduring and lasts
forever!
Pastor, can you help those in your
congregation to love one another?
You could mention the reasons we
love—because of the indwelling Holy
Spirit, the new nature given us by the
Lord, and our desire to love whatever
and whoever He loves. We know He
loves everybody, and we will too if He
enables us.
Christians are going to meet again
this next Sunday morning to worship
God. We want to get it right. We want
to show Him we love Him by loving
those for whom He died, even those
who do not care about God or right
living or honesty or even fairness. We
want to show them the truth about
these things and love them in the
Lord. We could start by loving everyone who shows up at next Sunday
worship! And remember, Pastor, we
are with you! We may not say “amen”
a lot, but we are backing you all the
way.
Another thing to keep in mind while
we are thinking about a morning worship service is what it means to serve
the Lord. He does not need anything—
not our money, our help, or even our
praise. God just does not have needs.
In Revelation 22:3, it says, “His servants shall serve Him.” Even though
God does not need it, we will take delight in serving Him when we are with
Him. Scripture speaks of the blessing
it is to take delight in work (cf. Gen.
2:15; Neh. 4:6; Col. 3:23), and our
delight will be found in His, just as we
please Him now by serving Him faithfully (cf. I Sam. 12:24).
In the morning worship service, what
will we do this Sunday that will serve
Him? Do we serve Him when we help
others? You can see we need practical
help with some of these ideas.
We do want to be light and salt in
the world. We want to be in the world
but not of the world. We want to be
winning souls to the Lord, or to say
it more biblically, finding those whom
God is drawing to Himself. Our fondest wish is that when He comes, He
will find us doing what He wants us
to be doing—faithfully serving Him.
Any help we can get from our worship
service in these matters will be greatly
appreciated. H
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