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April 22, 2018—Read Revelation 4:1-6, 8-11. Describ-
ing the vision that Jesus Christ gave John, these verses
depict for us what it is like to be in the presence of the
Lord God Almighty. It is an awesome place. In the
Almighty’s presence, praise to Him fills that place. He is
the only one who is worthy of our praise.  

April 29, 2018—Read Revelation 5:6-14. “Who is wor-
thy to open the book?” is answered in these verses. Only
one is qualified, for it is the book of redemption. That One
is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Root of David, the
Lamb, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Through His death, bur-
ial, and bodily resurrection, He won redemption for all who
would believe in Him. 

May 6, 2018—Read Exodus 35:20-29; II Corinthians
9:6-8. The believer in Christ recognizes that God is the
source of all that he has and that he is just a steward of
those blessings. One of the privileges the believer has is
to use a portion of what God gives him financially to fur-
ther the Lord’s kingdom. Such generosity is guided by
how God blesses a believer financially. That is why the
giving of one’s resources is to be given not grudgingly but
cheerfully—that is, with a joyful willingness. 

May 13, 2018—Read Leviticus 23:9-14, 22. In the Old
Testament economy, God directed the people to bring the
firstfruits of the harvest to the priest to be offered to the
Lord. God was teaching His people that He must be first
in their relationships as they served Him. In Matthew 6:33,
Jesus taught believers to seek first the kingdom of God,
and all their needs would be met in Him. It is the same prin-
ciple—serve God with the heart first. One could bring the
firstfruits without a heart change; but one could not seek
the kingdom of God first without a heart change.  

May 20, 2018—Read Leviticus 25:1-12. The Year of Ju-
bilee was celebrated every fifty years when land was re-
turned to its original owners and slaves to their families.
There was no sowing or reaping, for God promised that the
harvest of the forty-eighth year would be sufficient to sustain
the families the next two years. It was a time of great joy as
liberty was celebrated. Today the believer has true liberty in
Christ.

May 27, 2018—Read Psalm 34:1-10; Hebrews 2:17-18.
The Lord never leaves or forsakes His own. At the same
time, when the believer goes away from the Lord, He is
waiting for him to return, ask His forgiveness, and contin-
ue to enjoy fellowship with Him. The psalmist invites the
believer to “taste and see that the Lord is good,” for His
ears are open to the cry of the righteous.  �

March 4, 2018—Read Genesis 22:1-14. These verses
describe for us the greatest challenge that Abraham faced
in his life—God’s direction to him to take his only son,
Isaac, to Mount Moriah and offer him as a sacrifice. How
did Abraham respond? He had learned from previous ex-
perience that obedience to the Lord was the only way to
go. Even when Isaac asked his father where the lamb was
for the sacrifice, Abraham replied that God would provide
Himself a sacrifice. God did. 

March 11, 2018—Read II Chronicles 6:12-21.
Solomon’s prayer gives us great insight into his under-
standing of who the biblical God is. There is no other god
like Him, who keeps covenant while showing mercy to His
servants. At the same time, Solomon realized that, even
though God would dwell in the temple he had built, the
heavens could not contain Him. 

March 18, 2018—Read II Chronicles 7:1-9. After
Solomon’s temple dedication prayer, fire came down from
heaven and consumed the sacrifices. Then the glory of
the Lord filled the temple. What was the response to the
Lord’s presence? It was worship. 

March 25, 2018—Read II Chronicles 7:12-22. God gave
Solomon the secret for experiencing His continued bless-
ings. He was to stay humble before the Lord and have a trust-
ing attitude in Him, with prayer as the basis of all he did. He
was not to become involved in the wickedness around him,
for to do so would bring dire consequences. If he sinned
against the Lord but confessed and repented, God would
forgive his sin. Let us live humbly before the Lord. 

April 1, 2018—Read Luke 24:1-12, 30-35. The bodily
resurrection of Jesus Christ distinguishes Him from all
other supposed deities of all other religions. The eyewit-
nesses tell us His bodily resurrection is true. Since Christ
conquered the grave bodily, He can provide the believer
God’s forgiveness and eternal life. 

April 8, 2018—Read John 21:1-14. Jesus’ different phys-
ical appearances to His disciples after His bodily resurrec-
tion are proof that they did not see a phantom or a ghost. Je-
sus conquered death so that believers in Him have that
life-changing hope of someday having a body like His resur-
rected, glorified body and being with Him forever.

April 15, 2018—Read John 21:15-25. It is one thing for a
person to say that he believes in Jesus Christ as his personal
Saviour; it is quite another matter to follow Jesus. Peter
found this out as he claimed loyalty to Christ yet denied Him.
Still, Christ in His grace restored Peter and encouraged him.
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IT was Resurrection Day! While there
had been excitement among the

women who found the opened tomb,
there was doubt among Jesus’ disciples
(Luke 24:11). Mixed feelings were run-
ning rampant that day. The tomb was
open and empty; but where was Jesus?
Had His body been stolen as feared by
the Romans? Had it been relocated
without the knowledge of any of His fol-
lowers? What was everyone supposed
to make of this unexpected mystery?
There was even confusion among the
people leaving Jerusalem that day.

Two of Jesus’ disciples (not from
among the Twelve) left the city and
headed home toward Emmaus, about
seven miles away. This is the only men-

tion of Emmaus in Scripture, and its ex-
act location is unknown. What we do
know is that the two disciples were
deep in conversation about what had
occurred in Jerusalem while they were
there, and they were just as confused
as everyone else. As they talked, they
apparently discussed the details and
tried to imagine what had occurred and
how everything would turn out.

Unexpectedly, they were suddenly
joined by another individual walking
the same direction. It was Jesus, but
He purposely kept them from recog-
nizing Him (Luke 24:16). He opened
the conversation with this question:
“What manner of communications are
these that ye have one to another, as

ye walk, and are sad?” (vs. 17). The
timing and the question posed were
divinely ordained at the very moments
when the two travelers were confused.
How often have we known God’s pres-
ence at exactly those same times?

“Shortly after Luke recorded that Je-
sus set out resolutely for Jerusalem
(9:51) he wrote that a man approached
Him about discipleship. Now we see Je-
sus approaching two disheartened dis-
ciples as they began to leave Jerusalem.
They needed more training before they
could represent Him effectively” (Con-
stable, Constable’s Notes, Luke 24:13-
14, net.bible.org). The name of the one
disciple was Cleopas. Some have spec-
ulated that the other one was his wife,
but we cannot know for sure.

It was apparently not unusual for a
stranger to join in walking and con-
versing with other travelers because
there was no element of surprise over
His joining them. There was an element
of surprise over His question, however,
because they thought everyone was
aware of the circumstances of the last
few days. We can imagine the looks of
disbelief on their faces when He posed
this question: “Art thou only a stranger
in Jerusalem, and hast not known the
things which are come to pass there in
these days?” (Luke 24:18).

Since it had been Passover Week,
there were Jews present from all over
the Roman Empire, and there had
been an awareness of Jesus’ pres-
ence and what had happened to Him.
Because of the high hopes of His be-
ing the Messiah, His death had been a
devastating blow. He had been the
“talk of the town,” first because of
those hopes in Him and second be-
cause of the latest information. The
two on their way to Emmaus won-
dered whether this man was a recent
visitor in town and had not heard of Je-
sus’ crucifixion and the rumors of an-
gels and the empty tomb.

We know Jesus was well aware of all
they referred to, especially since He
was the object of their speculations.
His questions gave them opportunity
to express their hearts and the confu-
sion they were experiencing. After-
ward, He answered their questions
and helped them see the truth. 

Is it possible we often have opportu-
nities to give people answers to their

A Quiet Walk Turned Thrilling
BY KEITH E. EGGERT

AWORLD WAR II story of perseverance concerns the five-month ordeal of
the light cruiser Houston. The ship’s skeleton crew doggedly nursed her

to safe harbor in New York for repairs after two Japanese torpedoes wrought
massive structural damage to its hull and interior equipment in attacks four-
teen thousand miles away in the Pacific.

The physically exhausted crew stayed with the barely floating ship al-
though threatened by enemy submarines, typhoons, and more air attacks.
Throughout the journey homeward, the ship remained so heavily damaged
that its hull suffered cracks and threatened to break apart.

In The Battle to Save the Houston (Pocket Books), John G. Miller described
the unspeakable hardships endured by the heroic crewmen, who used Yan-
kee ingenuity to continually make temporary repairs that miraculously kept
the Houston afloat.

Just as the crewmen desperately clung to a thread of hope, so did Jesus’
followers during His final ordeal. All fled when He was arrested (Mark 14:50);
yet the catastrophe of the crucifixion did not wholly quench a spark of hope
in their hearts. They seemed to hope when no reason existed to hope, de-
spite the confusion of their understanding of God’s unfolding plan.

The portrayal in Scripture is that nothing was further from their expecta-
tion than seeing their Lord in a resurrected body. God ruled and overruled,
however, eventually making unmistakably clear to them the fact that their
hope in Jesus during His earthly ministry was justified. In their new relation-
ship to the risen Lord, their lives were dramatically changed. (This article first
appeared in the GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES,
Spring Quarter 2005.) �

Persisting
in Hope

BY JOHN DANILSON, TH.M.

From the
Editor’s Desk

The U.S. Navy light cruiser USS Houston (CL-81) off Norfolk, Virginia, January 12, 1944
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have gone to a
better place.”
These are at the
very least unbibli-
cal concepts, but
they are also com-
pletely misleading
about the true
teachings of God
and His Son as
found in the Bible.

As our world
becomes more
and more con-
fused, it is ex-
tremely important
that we as believ-
ers ground our-
selves in God’s
Word and develop
the ability to teach
others. Every one
of us can easily

find exciting opportunities to share
what we know and be used by God to
help those around us learn the truth.
As we see evidence of being in the last
days, we need to ask ourselves
whether we are growing spiritually and
becoming more prepared to face this
darkening world. We can be greatly
used by God if we are ready.

It was at this point of recognizing the
confusion of the travelers that Jesus
took them to the Word of God. In
essence, He said, “Why are you so
slow to believe the messages of the
prophets?” Their faith was being test-
ed, and they were not passing the test!
What a convicting concept for mod-
ern-day believers! How much do we
know, and how much do we believe in
what we know? To what degree are we
willing to live by the principles taught
in the Bible? How quickly do we allow
human rationale to direct our ways? 

Jesus pointed out that the prophets
had clearly portrayed Him as going
through suffering prior to returning to
His place in glory. Perhaps the primary
passage in the Old Testament that re-
veals this truth is Isaiah 53, where He
is graphically portrayed as going
through tremendous suffering. He is
described as “a man of sorrows,” de-
spised and rejected by people (vs. 3).
The emphasis then goes to His going
through what He did—He bore our
griefs, carried our sorrows, and was
wounded for us. 

How many of the Jewish people in
Jesus’ day recognized such Old Tes-
tament Scriptures as being about their
Messiah? How many Jewish people

confusion but miss taking them? Many
people today are confused because of
world events; we should listen and be
ready to help them see the truth.

It is interesting to note how much in-
formation the two travelers had. They
knew Jesus had been a mighty mira-
cle worker (Luke 24:19). They knew
the religious leaders were the ones
who had condemned Him to death
and crucified Him (vs. 20). They knew
it was now three days later and that a
group of women had visited the tomb
early that day and found it empty. In
fact, the women claimed they had
seen angels telling them Jesus was
alive (vss. 21-23). They knew others
had verified the story (vs. 24). 

The disappointment in these two
travelers included their hope that Je-
sus had come to redeem Israel from
the tyranny of the Roman government.
Their understanding of what the Mes-
siah was coming to do was incorrect,
which was a common concept all over
Israel during Jesus’ lifetime. What they
failed to realize was that the redemp-
tion He came to provide was much
greater than anything political. Jesus
had indeed come to redeem not only
Israel but all of mankind through His
life, death, and resurrection.

People today have a lot of informa-
tion about God and Jesus but miss the
reality of Their existence and how they
should be related to Them. Concepts
about God are often expressed in
phrases like “the man upstairs” and
“the force all around us.” When even
the most ungodly people die, there are
those who quickly assume that “they

The Road to Emmaus by Robert Zünd, 1877
(Published before 1923 and public domain in the U.S.)

today recognize this? There are some
who testify that upon the reading of
that one chapter, they came to realize
Jesus was indeed the promised Mes-
siah and Saviour. The two confused
disciples thought they had under-
stood, but now with the unexpected
turn of events that had led to Jesus’
death, they, like John the baptizer,
wondered whether He had truly been
the Promised One. 

After turning their thoughts to the
prophets, Jesus opened their under-
standing of the Scriptures in what has
been termed the most wonderful Bible
study class ever held. Who of us would
not have loved to have been there
when, “beginning at Moses and all the
prophets, [Jesus] expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things con-
cerning himself” (Luke 24:27). We are
not told how long this journey lasted or
how long this lesson continued, but we
can imagine that the time passed quick-
ly and ended much too soon.

Since the text says Jesus began
with Moses, it is likely He started with
Genesis 3:15, the verse often referred
to as the protoevangelium, which
means “the first gospel.” The ultimate
fulfillment of this verse will be the final
victory of Mary’s seed, Jesus, over Sa-
tan. Perhaps Jesus explained that His
heel had merely been bruised in the
crucifixion but that Satan would even-
tually be totally crushed as the result
of His resurrection. Immediately their
understanding of recent events would
increase! 

When they arrived at Emmaus, and
as the two disciples were ready to en-
ter their destination, Jesus continued
walking as if He was going to travel to
some other destination. By this time
they were surely so captivated by their
traveling companion’s presence and
understanding that they were reluc-
tant to have Him leave. They urged
Him, therefore, to stay with them for
the night. The word translated “con-
strained” means “to compel.” They
undoubtedly now had a longing in
their hearts to learn more from Him.

Jesus had no permanent earthly
home, of course; so where He would
have gone if He had not stayed with
them is unanswerable. He needed no
place to stay at all, but Luke, putting
the scene into a human perspective,
tells us that since it was late in the day,
Jesus agreed to stay with them. They
were soon sitting at the dinner table,
but Jesus suddenly took on the role of

(Continued on page 49)
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THE resurrection of Jesus is the cor-
nerstone of the Christian faith. It

verified that Jesus is God’s divine Son.
Yet no event in human history is more
controversial than the resurrection of
Jesus. 

The events that transpired in
Jerusalem on that Sunday morning long
ago have been the subject of much de-
bate. There are millions of people in the
world today who accept the biblical ac-
count of those events. There are also
millions of people who believe the bibli-
cal account to be a total fabrication—a
fantastic myth, legend, or fable. 

The question each person must de-
cide is simple. Do you believe the bib-
lical account? If you do, you must ask
yourself why you believe it. What con-
vinces you that Jesus had been dead
and was brought back to life?

In most civilized countries in the
world today, important questions are
settled in courts of law. Courts have
been an important part of human histo-
ry for thousands of years. Thirty-five
centuries ago, Moses was God’s ser-
vant, leading the Hebrews out of their
long captivity in Egypt. Early in their
journey, Moses became a de facto
judge, settling grievances among the
people (Exod. 18:13). Jethro, Moses’
father-in-law, saw the toll being taken
on Moses (vss. 14-18). He advised
Moses to appoint other responsible
leaders to help him (vss. 19-22). Moses

accepted Jethro’s advice and estab-
lished a formal court system for the He-
brew people (vss. 24-26).

In almost every situation that comes
before a judge, people are at odds
about the events in a certain situation
and about what is right. Knowing the
intricacies of the statutes, a judge
knows what is right. Discovering what
happened is often more difficult.

In modern times, we often have visu-
al evidence of what occurred. Many ur-
ban areas have video cameras stationed
on almost every corner. Businesses
have cameras. Schools have cameras.
Police officers have video cameras in
their police cars and even on their uni-
forms. Add to that the ubiquitous cell
phones and their ability to record videos.
Many events end up being recorded, of-
ten without the knowledge of the partic-
ipants. Many court cases are decided
because videos are available. 

In ancient times, there were no
video cameras. Cases were most of-
ten decided on the testimony of eye-
witnesses to the events. When God
gave the law to Moses, He put great
weight on the importance of eyewit-
ness testimony. In the law, there were
certain offenses that were to be pun-
ished by death. Idolatry was one of
those offenses (Deut. 17:2-5).

To decide whether someone was
guilty of a capital offense was a grave
responsibility. It was not taken lightly.

God instructed Moses that in order to
decide that someone was guilty of such
an offense, at least two eyewitnesses—
preferably three—to the idolatry were
to give their accounts of what had tran-
spired (Deut. 17:6). The testimony of
one eyewitness was not to be consid-
ered sufficient to merit capital punish-
ment, no matter how credible the wit-
ness might have been. The standard of
at least two eyewitnesses was also ef-
fected for lesser offenses (19:15).

Fourteen hundred years after the time
of Moses, the eyewitness testimony of
a group of improbable people would as-
tound the world. Because their testimo-
ny focused on a supernatural event—
raising a dead man—many people,
being intellectually predisposed to dis-
miss the supernatural, have denied the
credibility of the eyewitnesses. Other
people, not ruling out the possibility of a
supernatural event, have looked at the
testimony of the eyewitnesses and
found it very credible. Who is right?

There were no human eyewitnesses
to the resurrection itself. No one was
in the tomb to witness Jesus’ corpse
come alive again. What the witnesses
did see was Jesus, who was most as-
suredly dead three days prior, alive on
the following Sunday! They saw Him
(Matt. 28:9-10). They spoke to Him. He
spoke to them. Later, they would
touch Him (John 20:26-28). On anoth-
er occasion, Jesus shared a meal with

BY TERRY A. CLARK
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selected Paul to be His special mes-
senger to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15). 

Saul was a very well-educated, cos-
mopolitan intellectual. He was the kind
of man who could engage in dialogue
with the great thinkers and philoso-
phers of his day. He did just that in the
city of Athens, Greece (Acts 17:16-33).
His great speech at the Areopagus
concluded with a reference to the res-
urrection of Christ. Many in his audi-
ence scoffed and mocked the idea of a
resurrection from the dead, but others
wanted to know more! Later in his min-
istry, Paul would appear before gover-
nors and kings to proclaim Jesus as
the resurrected Lord (chaps. 24—26).

In his first letter to the church in
Corinth, Paul penned the definitive pas-
sage regarding the resurrection of
Christ (I Cor. 15). In that marvelous
chapter, we also learn that the resur-
rected Jesus had appeared to over five
hundred people (vss. 3-6). It is interest-
ing that Paul noted that many of those
people were still alive. By that state-
ment, he was inviting investigation. He
was telling those who refused to believe
his message that they could still speak
to many people—eyewitnesses—who
had seen the resurrected Christ!

There are those who say that Jesus’
followers were either deluded or they
were liars. Some say Jesus’ followers
were so disillusioned at His crucifixion
that they talked themselves into see-
ing Him alive again. While that may be
possible for a couple of people, the
number of people who saw the resur-
rected Christ rules out any kind of
shared delusion. There were simply
too many people, in too many loca-
tions, and on too many different occa-
sions for all of them to have experi-
enced the same hallucination!

Those who say Jesus’ followers lied
about seeing Him defies any exercise
of logic or knowledge of human nature.
If the story of the resurrection were a
lie, surely after two thousand years
someone would have found discredit-
ing information. The more people in-
volved in telling a falsehood, the more
likely it is that the falsehood will unrav-
el. All that had to happen for the whole
thing to fall apart was for Jesus’ corpse
to be found! Two thousand years later,
there is no trace of Jesus’ dead body!

There also remains another major
problem with the position that Jesus’
followers were lying. The followers of
Jesus were severely persecuted. The
history of the early church is full of
danger and death. Church tradition

several of His disciples (21:4-15).
The four Gospels are accounts of

the life, teachings, death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John were written independently of
one another. Matthew, Mark, and John
had been followers of Jesus. Matthew
and John were apostles. Mark was a
follower of Jesus, but not one of the
twelve disciples. Matthew and John
were eyewitnesses to the things they
described in their respective accounts
of Jesus’ life. Bible scholars believe
that Mark’s primary source of informa-
tion for his account of Jesus’ life was
the Apostle Peter—another eyewit-
ness of Jesus’ resurrection (Luke was
a close companion of the Apostle Paul
[Col. 4:14; II Tim. 4:11]). 

In almost every judicial system in
the world, the testimony of eyewit-
nesses is considered the most power-
ful and accurate testimony. When
Christians express the belief in a risen
Christ, that belief is based not on leg-
end or myth or fable. That belief is
based on the testimony of people who
had known Jesus well, people who
had been eyewitnesses to His life and
death, and who, without hesitation,
acknowledged that He was alive after
having been crucified.

The certainty of the eyewitnesses is
what propelled the proclamation of the
gospel and the beginning of the
church. Each of the Gospels describes
some of the events of the day of resur-
rection. Each of the Gospels presents
the testimony of some eyewitnesses.
The four Gospels were written within a
few decades of the time of Jesus’
death and resurrection. Many of those
who claimed to be eyewitnesses were
still alive and could be questioned.
Their motives could be assessed. The
veracity of their testimonies could be
evaluated by means of corroboration. 

The eyewitness accounts are the
authoritative sources of the gospel
message and the foundation for the
beginning of the church. In Acts 9, we
read of Saul of Tarsus, the Jewish per-
secutor of the early church. His hatred
for Christians was so intense that he
sought to have them imprisoned and
killed. Then, on a trip to Damascus,
Syria, to round up Christians and bring
them back to Jerusalem for trial, Saul
himself had an encounter with the
risen Christ (vss. 1-8).

Saul became known by the Gentile
name Paul, and his encounter with the
risen Christ changed his life. God had

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

tells us that almost all the apostles
were martyred. That prompts this
question: Do people die for something
they know to be a lie? If someone has
a sword at your neck and commands
you to tell the truth, will you persist in
a lie? The motives of Jesus’ followers
were above reproach. 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ can-
not be dismissed as myth or legend. Two
thousand years after the event, millions
of lives have been and continue to be
changed. Made-up stories do not have
that kind of power or longevity. Those
who follow Christ today understand that
He was exactly who He claimed to be—
the Son of the living God.

On that morning long ago, God pro-
vided the undeniable verification of
His Son’s identity in a tomb just out-
side the city of Jerusalem. In God’s
time, all of humanity will recognize that
truth and will worship the risen Christ
as the Lord of lords and the King of
kings (Phil. 2:9-11)! �
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GOD’S Word contains many exam-
ples of mothers who influenced

their children—both positively and
negatively. For example, Eve in-
evitably had some influence on both
Abel, who is presented in Genesis as
a positive example to us, and Cain,
who is a negative example. Jacob in-
herited Rebekah’s deceitfulness. It is
feasible that Solomon’s mother’s affair
with King David had little positive in-
fluence on him, which is demonstrat-
ed by his infidelity both spiritually and
maritally. 

It is not unintentional that the Bible
names the mothers of so many of Is-
rael’s and Judah’s kings. More than
twenty times in I and II Kings and
II Chronicles, the royal lines in both the
North (Israel) and the South (Judah) in-
clude the mother’s name in the record
(cf. I Kings 14:21; 15:2; II Kings 8:26;
12:1; 14:2; II Chron. 13:2; 20:31; 22:2-
3). 

The emphasis Scripture places on
motherhood is undeniable! The Old
Testament declares that mothers are
to be honored (Exod. 20:12; Lev. 19:3;
Deut. 5:16), a command repeated sev-
en times in the New Testament (KJV).
Proverbs 31:28 says that the children
of a godly mother will “arise up, and
call her blessed.” 

A fascinating account of someone
honoring a mother is recorded in Ruth
1:16-17. Following a severe famine in
Judah, a man named Elimelech took
his wife, Naomi, and their two sons to
Moab. While there, however, Elim-
elech died (vs. 3), and the two sons
subsequently married Moabite
women named Orpah and Ruth.
Thereafter, both sons also died, and
Naomi prepared to return home to
Bethlehem in Judah. Her daughters-
in-law intended to accompany her, but
she would not permit it. She told them
to return to their homes in Moab; how-
ever, Ruth refused, and her declaration
of commitment to her mother-in-law is
most endearing. Ruth replied, “Intreat
me not to leave thee, or to return from
following after thee: for whither thou
goest, I wil l  go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall
be my people, and thy God my God:
Where thou diest, will I die, and there
will I be buried: the Lord do so to me,
and more also, if ought but death part

thee and me” (Ruth 1:16-17). 
Naomi was not Ruth’s mother but

her mother-in-law! As a widow herself,
Ruth was under no obligation to ac-
company Naomi, especially to a for-
eign country. However, the young
Moabite widow understood responsi-
bility and, unlike Orpah, demonstrated
love for Naomi by a vow of lifelong
commitment, which meant severance
from her country, people, culture, lan-
guage, and religion. Her addition of
the divine punishment formula (Ruth
1:17) invoked the worst possible con-
sequences if she were not to honor her
vow. 

How many today would honor their
mothers, much less mothers-in-law, to
that extent? Moreover, God honored
Ruth’s commitment with a godly hus-
band, a son, and the privilege of inclu-
sion in the Messianic genealogy (Matt.
1:5). 

Another example of a positive role
model was Samuel’s mother, Hannah
(cf. I Sam. 1). Hannah, whose name
means “grace,” or “compassion,”
desperately wanted a child but had
none. Evidently, her situation had con-
tinued for several years. Finally, God
honored her faith. Samuel, whose
name means “name of God,” was
promised to the Lord long before his
birth, and in loving gratitude Hannah
remembered her promise (vss. 22, 24)
and gave him back to the Lord. Scrip-
ture shows that Samuel brought hon-
or to his mother by becoming Israel’s
greatest judge. 

It is noteworthy that Christ, in His
dying hour, took care to consign Mary
to John’s safekeeping (John 19:25-
27). Evidently, Joseph was then dead,
and Jesus, for reasons unknown to us,
chose not to entrust her care to a fam-
ily member (cf. Matt. 13:55-56) but
rather to the security of His beloved
disciple.

Scripture refers to mothers more
than three hundred times (an oddity in
a largely patriarchal society). More-
over, Paul told young Timothy that
when pastoral correction was needed,
older women were to be treated as
one would one’s own mother (I Tim.
5:1-2). 

It is impossible to celebrate Moth-
er’s Day and not think of my own
mother, who has long been at home

with the Lord. I will always be grateful
for her loving care. Not all have been
so blessed, however, and memories of
a motherless childhood—Christian or
otherwise—can be painful. Therefore,
I have chosen to honor the four moth-
ers whom I know best: my wife (moth-
er of three), my daughter (mother of
two), and my two daughters-in-law
(one, the mother of two, and one, the
mother of three). All four love the Lord
and have encountered (and are en-
countering) particular obstacles that
make them special.

Deborah, my children’s mother, is a
stellar example of a biblical mom. As
the wife of a small-church pastor, she
not only led and counselled our
church’s ladies but also assumed the
added responsibility of outside em-
ployment to supplement our income.

Nonetheless, meals were always
prepared, clothes were clean, and the
house was immaculate (people always
dropped by the manse unannounced).
And she still had time for games, bed-
time stories, prayers, and an abun-
dance of hugs and kisses. I have no
idea how she did it! All that after two
weeks of watching a newborn in in-
tensive care, literally a breath away
from death!

Our daughter, Heather, is a military
wife, a teacher at a school for special-
needs children, and a mother of two
special-needs boys herself. She is up
early, drives herself and the boys thir-
ty miles to school, teaches all day,
makes the return trip, prepares dinner,
and puts the boys to bed. She then
writes lesson plans in addition to
working on classes she herself is tak-
ing. Additionally, she spends long pe-
riods running the household alone
while her husband, an air force officer,
serves our country with several over-
seas and stateside deployments. She
also has logged hundreds of hours in
hospitals watching a child undergo
open-heart surgery not once but
twice!

My daughters-in-law, likewise, are
special moms. Jessi, mother to two lit-
tle girls and active in her church, also
works from home to supplement the
income; yet she is ever available for
stories, prayers, and kisses. 

Tash (Natasha) has a special-needs
child of her own, plus two others who

Four Special Mothers
BY TIMOTHY L. WHITEHEAD, D.MIN.



SPRING QUARTER 2018 (73) 9

ness, my own mother preceded hers
in death. I recall sitting in that senior’s
care home and informing my eighty-
eight-year-old grandmother that her
daughter (then age sixty-seven) had a
terminal disease. Her eyes flooded
with tears, and her lower lip quivered
as she struggled to grasp the reality
that her child would soon precede her
in death.

An elderly widow who is also a
bereft mother is a mother still, and she
carries two emotional burdens—one
for her husband and the other for her
child. A visit from another mother and
her children, regardless of their ages,
combined with dinner in a nice restau-
rant, can work wonders.

Mother’s Day can be one of delight-
ful enjoyment or inexorable grief. May
our Sovereign Lord, who gave a bar-
ren woman a longed-for son (I Sam. 1),
a helpless woman her deceased son
alive again (Luke 7:11-15), and a griev-
ing mother, enduring her own son’s
crucifixion, another son (John 19:26-
27), also give us the grace, discern-
ment, and wisdom to rejoice with
those who rejoice and weep with
those who weep (Rom. 12:15).

Be encouraged, Mom! You are
loved! If your pilgrimage has been dif-
ficult, look heavenward. Your citizen-
ship is there, and you await the Sav-
ior—our soon-returning Lord Jesus
Christ (Phil. 3:20-21). May this Moth-
er’s Day be the most precious, joyful,
and memory-filled one ever! �

lost seven children prematurely. Sen-
sitivity is essential! 

Therefore, here are some sugges-
tions for those who would honor the
great women we call mothers on their
day:

1. Make honor a daily reality, not just
once per year. They are, after all,
mothers every day.

2. As nice as flowers, cards, and
candy may be, words mean even
more. Proverbs 15:23 says a “word
spoken in due season, how good is it!”
The Hebrew meaning carries the idea
of “delightful.”

3. Be doubly sensitive to mothers
who have lost children and to adult
children who have lost mothers. Your
sympathetic, loving presence will be
greatly appreciated. 

4. Do not be afraid to let a bereft
mom be a “mother” to your child(ren).
On several occasions, I have watched
with fascination as two of the above-
mentioned mothers have held babies
(not their own) with a wistful look of re-
membrance that only mothers whose
children are grown, who are bereft, or
who have a child enduring severe
physical difficulties can have. Allowing
those women to spend time with your
children and allowing then opportuni-
ties to relive memories past can be
more than therapeutic—it can result in
wonderful emotional healing.

5. As it relates to motherhood, age
is irrelevant. Because of a terminal ill-

have ongoing problems. She home-
schools all three, while coping with a
fairly severe visual impairment herself.

These four mothers have three
things in common. First, each has a
selfless devotion to her children. My
wife, Deborah, is her daughter’s best
friend. She drives hundreds of miles
each month to see children and grand-
children and spends several hours per
month skyping with her daughter-in-
law who lives in Australia in order to
encourage her.

Second, all four are committed to
Christ and His Word. And although all
are in different places both physically
(Washington, Virginia, and Australia)
and spiritually, those two priorities re-
main the focus of their lives.

Third, all four view motherhood as
their primary vocation and strive to ful-
fill the biblical ideal of a godly mother.

But what of those less-than-ideal
situations in which women who,
through no fault of their own, are either
no longer mothers or are unable to en-
joy the blessings of motherhood? This
calls for great sensitivity (cf. Rom.
12:15; Phil. 2:3-4). 

While we naturally assume that our
children will outlive us because of the
Fall, that is not always the case (cf.
Rom. 5:12). Furthermore, for reasons
known only to Him, God shuts the
wombs of some godly women (Rachel
in Genesis 30:1-2, 22 and Hannah in
I Samuel 1). A colleague at the Chris-
tian school where I currently teach has
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WHEN Job asked God to explain
the reason for his suffering, God

asked, “Where wast thou when I laid
the foundations of the earth?” (Job
38:4). Interestingly, God challenged
Job with a science question (although
rhetorical and theological as well).

Science is basically the attempt to
discover and understand the universe.
The Bible is the Word of the Creator, so
it is totally compatible with science,
the creation. Yet scientists are limited
in what they can know because God’s
ways and thoughts are higher than
man’s (Isa. 55:9).

There are two basic types of scien-
tific study. The first is historical or ori-
gins, research. Trying to understand
the creation of the universe is one ex-
ample since it was a one-time, past
event. Scientists must rely on relics
and historical records to make a guess
about what occurred. This guess is
called a hypothesis, or theory. Science
cannot prove a theory regarding a his-
torical event because, as a one-time
event, it can never be replicated. 

The Holy Bible, however, provides a
divinely inspired eyewitness account
of Creation (Gen. 1—3). The Bible has
proved reliable and accurate in every
regard historically, prophetically, ex-
perientially, and archeologically. 

For instance, among all the ancient
writings, Genesis stood alone in stat-
ing that the universe had a beginning
(1:1). For hundreds of years, scoffers
laughed at this. Today almost all sci-
entists concede that the universe had
a beginning; however, they still refuse
to believe the Genesis account. In-
stead, they propose that mindless
matter somehow spontaneously as-
sembled itself into a logical, beautiful,
adaptable, and finely tuned order over
billions of years—a theory for which
there is no logical evidence. 

Yet even some Christians attempt to
fit God’s Word into this theory by
pointing out that Peter wrote that a
thousand years are the same as one
day to the Lord (II Pet. 3:8). But Peter
wrote about the judgment of Christ,
which is a future event with an un-
known, and seemingly delayed, date.
In contrast, Genesis records a detailed
account of a past event.

In this account, Moses used the
same Hebrew word for “day,” yom

echad, as he did in Exodus. The Exo-
dus passage outlines the six days for
work and the seventh for rest (20:8-
11). Each time yom echad is used in
the Old Testament, it indicates a twen-
ty-four hour day.

In addition, the psalmist declared,
“For he spake, and it was done; he
commanded, and it stood fast” (Ps.
33:9). Notice that it specifies that God
spoke and it was done. Also, the orig-
inal Hebrew indicates the natural
world arose immediately into being at
God’s commands. This disallows for a
universe evolving over billions of
years. Finally, the Creation account
was affirmed by Jesus, the Creator of
all things (John 1:3; Matt. 19:4).

The second type of scientific study is
observational research. This is the study
of how objects behave when subjected
to repeatable experiments. These ex-
periments can work only with things
that are physically present. It is crucial
to remember that they are conducted
by fallible, finite people with a worldview
that either accepts or rejects the Bible’s
authority. A scientist’s worldview influ-
ences all his work including tests, theo-
ries, choices, and alleged discoveries. 

The Christian worldview leads to
wisdom (Ps. 19:9; Heb. 11:6). History
reveals that Christians have made
many of the crucial scientific discover-
ies over the years. One writer noted,
“Many people do not realize that sci-
ence was actually developed in Chris-
tian Europe by men who assumed that
God created an orderly universe” (Pat-
terson, “What Is Science?” Answers in
Genesis, www.answersingenesis.org).

One such man was Blaise Pascal. A
seventeenth-century mathematician
and defender of the Christian faith,
Pascal invented the wristwatch, the
hydraulic lift, and developed the theo-
ry of probability.

Johann Kepler, the father of physi-
cal astronomy, was a Christian. He
discovered the foundational laws for
celestial mechanics, which is the
branch of astronomy that deals with
the motions of celestial objects. 

Other famous Christian scientists
include Gregor Mendel, the father of
modern genetics; James C. Maxwell,
the discoverer of electromagnetic the-
ory; Samuel Morse, the inventor of the
telegraph system and Morse code;

and former atheist Francis Collins, the
leader of the Genome Project.

Biblical truth has also preceded the
science of medicine. For instance, the
eighth day is prescribed for circumci-
sions (Lev. 12:3). Doctors now concede
that blood reaches its clotting peak on
the eighth day of a child’s life. When
doctors began washing their hands in
running water, their patients’ survival
rates increased dramatically (14:5-6,
50-53). Finally, God said life “is in the
blood” (17:11). Dr. William Harvey, a
Christian born in 1578, was the first to
recognize the blood’s circulatory sys-
tem and its role in sustaining life.

Scripture revealed scientific truths
about God’s creation long before man
discovered them with technological
instruments. For instance, Matthew F.
Maury, the father of oceanography,
was inspired by Psalm 8:8, which
speaks of the fish passing “through
the paths of the seas.” Maury sought,
discovered, and charted these paths,
which are still in use 160 years later. 

Christopher Columbus trusted his
life to Scripture’s description (such as
in Isaiah 40:22) of the earth as a circle
(christiananswers.net). His belief led
him to discover uncharted lands in the
New World (icr.org/article/columbus-
his-creator). 

Galileo trusted God’s Word and
challenged the accepted science of
his day regarding the rotational center
of the universe. As one writer noted, “It
took a long time, and much published
observational evidence from the new-
ly developed telescopes before the
scientific community began to accept
that they had believed in a faulty sys-
tem” (Gordon, “Can All Those Scien-
tists Be Wrong?” creation.com/scient
ists-wrong). 

Isaac Newton was a Christian and
perhaps the most famous of all scien-
tists. Newton may have had Psalm
19:1 in mind when he said, “This most
beautiful system . . . could only pro-
ceed from the counsel and dominion
of an intelligent and powerful Being . . .
this Being governs all things . . . as
Lord over all; and on account of his
dominion he want to be called Lord
God.” (Hummel, “Newton’s Views on
Science and Faith,” Christian History,
www.christianhistoryinstitute.org).

The Bible also speaks of the universe

It Is Written: the Bible and Science
BY JENIFER MUSSELMAN
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actually from a modern human while
the teeth and jaw were taken from an
orangutan. The bones were chemical-
ly treated to look much older. 

Ernst Haeckel, a German scientist
born in the nineteenth century, inten-
tionally manipulated the drawings of
various embryos in an effort to prove
evolution. These drawings have long
been known to be inaccurate but are
still used in textbooks today. A modern
scientist said of them, “It’s shocking to
find that somebody one thought was a
great scientist was deliberately mis-
leading” (Grigg, “Fraud Rediscov-
ered,” www.creation.com/fraud-redis
covered). People desperate to deny
their accountability to God will expend
great effort to sustain their rebellious
course (Jer. 5:21-24; cf. Rom. 1:20-23). 

Evolutionists have been desperate
to prove their theory because there
simply is no evidence in the fossil
record for one kind evolving into an-
other, a key component to Darwin’s
theory of common ancestry. This lack
of evidence led Darwin himself to
question his theory. He lamented,
“Why do we not find them (transitional
fossils) . . . this perhaps is the greatest
objection which can be urged against
my theory” (Pritchard, “How Can All
the Scientists Be Wrong?” www.cre
ationstudies.org). 

DNA, discovered in 1869, confirms
Scripture, which says God formed all liv-
ing things with precision. Amazingly,
DNA molecules do not convey the infor-
mation that determines each person’s
uniqueness. Rather, individuality comes
from the order, or sequence, in which the
molecules are arranged. It is similar to
the way the letters of the alphabet can
be arranged to formed a word. DNA
molecules need, as Scripture reveals, an
Arranger in order to form a person (cf.
Ps. 139:13; Jer. 1:5; Rom. 9:20). 

The evidence for the compatibility
between the Bible and science is over-
whelming. Whenever God’s truth has
been ignored or rejected, the scientif-
ic community has been proved wrong. 

Robert Boyle, the founder of mod-
ern chemistry, remarked, “Conflicts
between science and the Bible . . .
were either due to a mistake in science
or an incorrect interpretation of Scrip-
ture” (Dao, “Man of Science, Man
of God: Robert Boyle,” www.icr.org).

While mistakes are understandable,
some secular scientists have inten-
tionally falsified discoveries. One
prime example of outright deception
lasted for forty years. Evolutionists in
Britain claimed they had discovered
proof in the fossil record for their the-
ory. They named their discovery Pilt-
down Man. Yet the scientists had ma-
nipulated the relics. The skull was

as amazingly fine-tuned and created
for life (Ps. 74:16-17, 104; Isa. 45:18;
Jer. 33:25). Science has only recently
been capable of confirming this truth.
One of at least thirty examples of this
precision is the crucial distance of the
sun from the earth. It is at just the right
distance to keep the water cycle from
freezing or boiling. Likewise, the earth’s
gravity, carbon dioxide levels, and its tilt
are precisely as they should be. Even
atheists regularly refer to the exactness
of nature’s laws as razor thin. 

These laws have led some atheists to
conversion. A physicist and new be-
liever said, “I have no choice in accept-
ing the Trinity if I wish to follow where
the laws of physics lead” (Tipler, The
Physics of Christianity, Crown). Logical,
predictable laws indicate intentional
design by a logical, omnipotent mind. 

William Paley, an eighteenth-centu-
ry theologian, argued that if a ticking
watch was found on the beach, the
finder would know that there was a
watchmaker, a designer. Should the
parts, having no intelligence, be scat-
tered randomly upon the beach, they
would never organize themselves into
a working watch, even if given billions
of years. Also, the parts themselves
had to be created. Paley said, “There
cannot be design without a designer
. . . order without choice” (Natural The-
ology, DeWard). (Continued on page 49)



Sepphoris: Jesus and the “Metropolis”
of Galilee

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.

the city in 39/38 B.C. and made it his
base of operations in Galilee. Upon
Herod’s death in 4 B.C., rule of Galilee
and Perea (a large provincial region
along the eastern shore of the Jordan)
fell to his son, Herod Antipas, who
governed the region until A.D. 39. Thus,
for all but the first two years of Jesus’
life (from about 6 B.C. to A.D. 30), An-
tipas ruled Galilee. Antipas was the
“Herod” Jesus knew.

According to Josephus, it was dur-
ing this time of upheaval in Galilee that
Sepphoris was taken over by Jewish
nationalists who fomented rebellion
against Rome. Emperor Augustus re-
sponded by dispatching Quintilius
Varus, the Roman governor of Syria, to
Palestine. Varus crushed the rebel
forces, reduced Sepphoris to ashes,
and enslaved the city’s population
(Antiquities of the Jews 17.10.5-9).
Herod Antipas relished the opportuni-
ty to rebuild the city in the Roman pat-
tern as the crown jewel and capital of
his tetrarchy (cf. Luke 3:1). 

Batey explained the subsequent rise
and extensive influence of Sepphoris
this way: “Antipas launched a vast
construction project that lasted
throughout the life of Jesus . . . Sep-
phoris became the nerve center for the
government’s control of Galilee and
Perea. Political policy, military strategy,
economic regulation and cultural af-
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THE CITY HEROD ANTIPAS BUILT
First-century Jewish historian Flav-

ius Josephus called the Greco-Roman
city of Sepphoris (modern Zippori) the
“metropolis of the country [meaning,
Galilee]” (Antiquities of the Jews
18.2.1). He thus described this capital
city of thirty thousand plus people the
largest, grandest, and most important
city in the entire region. Even in the
whole of Palestine, only Jerusalem
ranked higher then Sepphoris.

In spite of Josephus’s superlative
assessment of Sepphoris’s signifi-
cance, the city is mentioned nowhere
in the New Testament. This fact may
be most surprising to students of
Scripture because of the proximity of
Sepphoris to the hometown of Jesus.
It was located a mere four miles—
about an hour’s walk northwest of
Nazareth. In light of this, archaeologist
Richard A. Batey wrote, “Scholars and
lay people alike have often regarded
Jesus’s upbringing as provincial be-
cause of his boyhood in Nazareth, but
the [archaeological recovery] of first-
century Sepphoris puts that back-
ground in a new perspective” (Sep-
phoris: An Urban Portrait of Jesus,”
Biblical Archaeology Review, www.
biblicalarchaeology.org).

Sepphoris had already risen to
prominence even before the first cen-
tury A.D. Herod the Great conquered

fairs were administered from this seat
of power. Influences from Sepphoris
affected the people living in Nazareth
as well as other satellite villages.” 

THE EXCAVATION OF SEPPHORIS
Although the Bible contains no in-

formation about Sepphoris, much is
revealed about the city through Jose-
phus, rabbinic texts, and the writings
of the early church fathers. But of spe-
cial interest here are the important dis-
coveries made through archaeological
exploration. Some excavation at a
crusader era section of Sepphoris was
conducted around 1908. Work relating
to the Roman period, however, was
not undertaken until decades later.

In 1931, under the auspices of the
University of Michigan, Leroy Water-
man and S. Yeivin directed the first ex-
cavation of the Roman theater at Sep-
phoris. As was typically the case in
any early city influenced by Roman ar-
chitecture, the theater proved to be
one of the largest and most impressive
structures at the ancient site. On the
basis of Hasmonean coins found
around the stage area, Waterman con-
cluded that Herod the Great might
have constructed the theater but that
Antipas later enlarged and enhanced it
during his rebuilding program at Sep-
phoris (McRay, Archaeology and the
New Testament, Baker). 
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supposition by His several uses of the
Greek word hypokrites, translated into
English as “hypocrite.” 

In a theatrical context, a hypokrites,
or stage actor, was someone who
played a part and pretended to be
something he or she was not. Eventu-
ally, the term was used offstage in real
life to characterize people who prac-
ticed deception by acting like or pre-
tending to be something contrary to
their true character. This particularly
applied to moral and ethical situations
in life (Mounce, Complete Expository
Dictionary of Old & New Testament
Words, Zondervan). 

The word hypokrites is used seven-
teen times in the New Testament
(KJV). It occurs only in the Synoptic
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke)
and is used only by Jesus (Mounce).
The Lord’s apparent fondness for this
word suggests a corresponding lack
of fondness for the false pretenses of
stage acting. But it provided a ready
metaphor for warning His followers
not to be “hypocrites” in their giving
(Matt. 6:2), praying (vs. 5), and fasting
(vs. 16). Jesus soundly condemned
the Jewish religious leaders of His day
as “hypocrites” for their false piety and
unrighteous conduct (23:13-36).

SEPPHORIS’S IMPORTANCE FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE TEACHER
FROM GALILEE

How important is knowledge of
Sepphoris for understanding Galilee’s
influence on Jesus? Mark Chancey
and Eric M. Meyers declared, “Every-
one agrees that to understand Galilee
in Jesus’ time, it is necessary to un-
derstand Sepphoris” (“How Jewish
Was Sepphoris in Jesus’ Time?” Bib-
lical Archaeology Review). Batey
agreed.

We learn from the excavation of
Sepphoris that, as Batey concluded,
“Jesus lived in a Galilean culture much
more urban and sophisticated than
previously believed. . . . Jesus in the
Gospels was acquainted with the poli-
cies of kings, Antipas’ government,
tax collectors, wealthy landlords, poor
peasants, and actors from the theater”
(Jesus and the Forgotten City: New
Light on Sepphoris and the Urban
World of Jesus, Baker). Thus, with His
knowledge of both Jewish and Gentile
(Greco-Roman) cultures, Jesus was
uniquely prepared to bridge the divide
between their two worlds—and every
cultural division since! �

would have required the labor of many
artisans skilled in working with both
wood and stone. The Sepphoris the-
ater was naturally large to accommo-
date the population of such a promi-
nent city. It had seating for at least four
thousand people, and perhaps as
many as five thousand. The seating
capacity equaled that of Caesarea, the
great Mediterranean port city. 

While archaeologists located both
the front and back walls of the theater
stage, which measured 156 feet wide
by 27 feet deep, the floor was gone.
This suggests that the stage floor was
probably made of wood and thus had
long past decayed. This also suggests
to some “the interesting possibility
that Jesus and his father, being car-
penters, may even have helped build
the stage” (Batey).

Batey explained how the theater
was dated to the time of Christ. He
wrote, “The theater has been dated to
the early first century by the pottery
found beneath its walls and in the un-
derground cisterns beneath its seats.
This pottery consists of storage ves-
sels, bowls and juglets that probably
held water and/or wine for workmen
building the theater. Characterized by
its red color, thin walls and general
style, such pottery is typical of early
first-century Roman pottery.” 

ACTORS AND OTHER
“HYPOCRITES”

The theater in Greco-Roman culture
served two main functions. First, it
was typically the one place large
enough to accommodate a mass
gathering of a city’s citizens. The only
New Testament reference to an actual
theater was for just such a purpose in
the Asia Minor city of Ephesus (cf.
Acts 19:29, 31). 

The second function of the theater
(from a Greek word meaning “to view,”
or “to look upon”) was to provide en-
tertainment. In this regard, it served
mainly as a venue for staging dramat-
ic performances. This function of the
theater held little attraction for obser-
vant Jews of antiquity. 

Jews themselves produced no dra-
mas, and they often found the subject
matter of Greek and Roman produc-
tions to be offensive on religious,
moral, or cultural grounds. Even
though most Jews did not attend such
theater performances, they neverthe-
less had ample opportunity to become
familiar with the manner in which they
were presented. Jesus verified this

The most extensive excavations at
Sepphoris began in the 1980s. James
F. Strange supervised work there in
1982 and 1983 for the University of
South Florida. Under the auspices of
the same university, Batey served as
the assistant director of excavations at
Sepphoris from 1984–1989. During
this period also, beginning in 1985,
Eric and Carol Meyers of Duke Univer-
sity, along with Hebrew University’s
Ehud Netzer, oversaw work at the site
under joint sponsorship by their re-
spective universities. Their operations
covered more than fifteen seasons.

Herod Antipas’s decades-long Sep-
phoris rebuilding program included
the city’s defense system. The city
was constructed on two levels and
thus consisted of an upper and lower
city. As LaMoine F. DeVries noted,
“The new Herodian city [which] includ-
ed a new city wall, a palace, a large
market place, a theater, synagogues,
a colonnaded street, and a residential
area . . . was a thriving commercial
center during this period” (Cities of the
Biblical World, Wipf and Stock). 

JESUS THE CARPENTER AT
SEPPHORIS

Given the importance of Sepphoris
in Gali lee and its nearness to
Nazareth, Jesus’ thorough knowledge
of the city can hardly be doubted. His
interaction with the great metropolitan
capital of the north would have been
easy and natural. In fact, Batey even
suggested that Jesus and Joseph
were probably involved in Antipas’s re-
building program for the city. 

In this regard, McRay asserted that
“Richard Batey has rightly argued that
Jesus would certainly have learned the
[carpentry] trade as a child and, in all
probability, would have assisted his fa-
ther in his work until he left home.”
McRay added, “It is difficult to imagine
that Joseph and Jesus, living in nearby
Nazareth, would not have found work in
Sepphoris during its building boom.”

The intriguing suggestion that Jesus
most likely helped build Sepphoris, par-
ticularly the theater, was proposed even
before Waterman’s excavations at the
site in 1931. Shirley Jackson Case, pro-
fessor of New Testament at the Univer-
sity of Chicago, arrived at this conclu-
sion in 1926. Case stated, “It requires no
very daring flight of the imagination to
picture the youthful Jesus seeking and
finding employment in the neighboring
city of Sepphoris” (Batey). 

Construction of the theater alone
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RUINS, I thought as I stood near the
judgment seat where the Apostle

Paul had been falsely accused in the
city of Corinth. There’s nothing left.

That impression stayed with me as
my study-abroad group continued our
three-week journey through Greece.
Nowhere was it more evident than in
the places where Paul carried out his
missionary endeavors. Corinth was
Paul’s next stop after Athens, another
significant point on his second journey.

PAUL IN CORINTH
Corinth was an important city at the

time of Paul’s visit around A.D. 51, as it
had been for much of its earlier histo-
ry. It saw wealth and prosperity, war
and tyranny, and its ruling power
changed hands many times (Mavro-
mataki, Paul, the Apostle of the Gen-
tiles (Journeys in Greece), Haitalis). 

By the eighth century B.C., Corinth

Caesar rebuilt it in 46 B.C., which caused
it to grow rapidly and become an influ-
ential capital in the Roman provinces.

It is unknown whether Paul first ar-
rived in Corinth by land or sea. If by
land, he would have crossed the Isth-
mus of Corinth, a narrow stretch of
land that separates the Gulf of Corinth
from the Saronic Gulf and connects
mainland Greece with the Pelopon-
nese peninsula. Corinth’s strategic
position between two seas helped it
become a bustling, wealthy port city,
which also became notorious for ram-
pant immorality. 

Just as in Athens, Paul probably
noted many of the magnificent build-
ings and temples that had been con-
structed by both the Emperor Hadrian
and Herodes Atticus, a wealthy Greek
aristocrat (Mavromataki). Paul would
certainly have concluded that idolatry
was alive and thriving.

occupied with testifying to the Corinthi-
an Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. Af-
ter encountering some stiff opposition,
Paul “shook his raiment, and said unto
them, Your blood be upon your own
heads; I am clean: from henceforth I will
go unto the Gentiles” (18:6). 

It is noteworthy that Paul, having ex-
ited the synagogue in such a dramat-
ic fashion, chose to relocate his min-
istry practically next door in the house
of Titius Justus—a location that was
within earshot of the synagogue. 

Paul’s ministry efforts in Corinth were
not in vain, as both Jews (the president
of the synagogue as well as his house-
hold) and Gentiles (many Corinthians)
believed and were baptized (Acts 18:8).

Paul did not tend to stay in places
where he was persecuted, but one
night he received these direct instruc-
tions from the Lord regarding Corinth:
“Then spake the Lord to Paul in the
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but
speak, and hold not thy peace: For I
am with thee, and no man shall set on
thee to hurt thee: for I have much peo-
ple in this city” (Acts 18:9-10).

Paul remained in Corinth and taught
the Word of God for eighteen months,
longer than he stayed in any city ex-
cept Ephesus. During his stay, he
wrote his first epistle to the Thessalo-
nians in response to information from
Timothy and Silas (Mavromataki). 

Paul’s work was disturbed by an at-
tack from the Jews, who brought him
to a tribunal before the Roman pro-
consul Junius Gallio. “And when Gal-
lio was the deputy of Achaia, the Jews
made insurrection with one accord
against Paul, and brought him to the
judgment seat, saying, This fellow per-
suadeth men to worship God contrary
to the law. And when Paul was now
about to open his mouth, Gallio said
unto the Jews, If it were a matter of
wrong or wicked lewdness, O ye
Jews, reason would that I should bear
with you: But if it be a question of
words and names, and of your law,
look ye to it; for I will be no judge of
such matters. And he drave them from
the judgment seat” (Acts 18:12-16). 

Gallio was the son of the noted
rhetorician Lucius Seneca as well as
the elder brother of the philosopher
Seneca the Younger. His response to

had become the leading Greek maritime
power. From then on, it went from being
under the tyrannical rule of Cypselus
around 657 B.C. to an aristocracy estab-
lished by the Spartans in 580 B.C.

Corinth became an ally of the Spar-
tans, especially in the Peloponnesian
War. Despite the victory going to the
Spartans, Corinth did not benefit from
the connection and lost its influential po-
sition in Greek concerns. The entire city
was laid waste by the Romans in 146
B.C. and lay in ruins for a century. Julius

After arriving in Corinth, Paul met
Aquila and Priscilla, who had been
forced to leave Italy with all the Jews
in obedience to the Emperor
Claudius’s command. Since they were
all tentmakers by trade, he lived and
worked with them while ministering to
the Jews in the synagogue every Sab-
bath (Acts 18:1-4).

At this point, Silas and Timothy
caught up with Paul after being separat-
ed from him since before Paul’s visit to
Athens (Acts 17:13-15). They found Paul

Site of the ancient Corinth agora, near the judgment seat where Paul was accused
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This sculpture was used repeatedly in
ancient idol worship, depicting a male
figure carrying a ram around his shoul-
ders. It denoted the sacrifice of a ram
in ancient Greek cults and stood to
commemorate Hermes, the Greek de-
ity associated with shepherds.

A Boeotian myth credits Hermes
with saving their city from a plague by
carrying a ram on his shoulders around
the city’s walls. Other similar ancient
pagan myths refer to the image of the
kriophoros as a shepherd who bears a
sacrificial ram, calf, or lamb on his
shoulders (www.wikipedia.org). 

Paul probably referred to this image
frequently when presenting Jesus
Christ as the Messiah and Good
Shepherd. It is interesting to note that
from the fourth century A.D. on, free-
standing Roman statues of the krio-
phoros started to be identified as
“Christ, the Good Shepherd” instead
of Hermes (www.wikipedia.org). 

The kriophoros that our group saw
in Corinth was heavily damaged, and
the faces of both shepherd and ram
were missing. Rather than mar the
statue’s purpose, however, this de-
struction gave it a deeper significance.
The anonymity of the figure under-
scored its meaning.

MODERN CORINTH
The modern city of Corinth no

longer sits on the original site of an-
cient Corinth. After the original settle-
ment was destroyed by an earth-
quake, New Corinth was founded
nearby in 1858 (www.wikipedia.org).

them out of Egypt. “I would not that ye
should be ignorant, how that all our fa-
thers were under the cloud, and all
passed through the sea; and all were
baptized unto Moses . . . But with many

of them God was not
well pleased: for they
were overthrown in
the wilderness . . .
Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth
take heed lest he fall”
(I Cor. 10:1-2,5,12).

Paul visited the
Corinthian church two
more times and wrote
a second epistle to
them before the end of
his life and ministry.
Even though the city of
Corinth did not thrive
or see very much
building in early Chris-
tian times (hence the
absence of early
Christian churches), it
was home to a thriving
Christian community.
Paul referred to this in

his second epistle to the Corinthians,
saying, “Great is my boldness of speech
toward you, great is my glorying of you:
I am filled with comfort, I am exceeding
joyful in all our tribulation” (7:4). 

KRIOPHOROS: FROM CULT TO
CHRIST

Much like the altar to the unknown
god in Athens, Paul probably referred
to the image of the kriophoros, or ram-
bearer, in his outreach to the Gentiles.

the Jews’ accusation against Paul re-
flected the approach of many Roman
officials when dealing with Jewish re-
ligious disputes—moderation and dis-
interest. It is also interesting to note

Ruins of the temple of Apollo. (Acrocorinth can be seen in the background)

Statue of Kriophoros, or ram-bearer

that Gallio’s judgment concerning
Paul established a legal precedent of
Christians being innocent of breaking
Roman law when teaching or adhering
to Christian doctrine. 

After this incident, Paul set sail for
Syria with Priscilla and Aquila. Howev-
er, this was not the end of his dealings
with Corinth; while in Ephesus, reports
of the Corinthian church’s struggles
prompted him to write his first epistle
to the Corinthians. 

Various problems and disagree-
ments were causing the church to di-
vide and focus on individual personal-
ities rather than on Christ. Surrounded
by a worldly, idol-worshipping culture,
the young Corinthian church started to
idolize personalities other than Christ,
including Paul himself. 

Paul knew that if this church was to
grow and thrive, they needed to agree
on correct doctrine. “Now I beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, . . . we preach Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and
unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto
them which are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and
the wisdom of God” (I Cor. 1:10, 23-24). 

He also knew that they needed to re-
member man’s inclination to pursue
idols, which their spiritual ancestors,
the Israelites, gave in to when God led

(Continued on page 49)
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THE U.S. Civil War
tore the country

apart. By the time it
ended, the nation was
broken and battered as
it mourned the terrible
loss of life. The assas-
sination of President
Abraham Lincoln
added even more to
the devastation people
felt.

Three years after the
Civil War ended, veter-
an Union soldiers be-
gan the tradition of
honoring their fallen
“brothers” by decorat-
ing their graves with
spring flowers. In the
South, a similar tradi-
tion began; thus, Dec-
oration Day was estab-
lished. 

By the early 1900s,
the special day not only
honored the Civil War dead but also in-
cluded all veterans who had given their
lives for their country, whether here at
home or in wars abroad.

In 1971, the Federal government
made it official that the last Monday of
May would be called Memorial Day to
honor all military personnel who died
serving the country. The U.S. flag is to
be raised in the morning but then
solemnly lowered to half-staff until
noon. Then it is raised again to full staff
for the rest of the day. In many towns,
volunteers assist veterans in placing
small U.S. flags on the graves of every
deceased veteran. It is a somber time
of remembrance. Some towns have
parades for the occasion, but the
route often ends at a cemetery. Mili-
tary chaplains and local ministers give
short talks about God’s blessings to
our nation and our proper response of
thanksgiving.

Memorial Day is a designated day to
reflect about those who gave their lives
for our country. They gave the ultimate
sacrifice to help keep America free. 

Just as we honor those who have
given their lives on our behalf, God ini-
tiated many memorials throughout his-
tory, which are recorded in the Bible.
There are over one hundred instances
of the word “remember” in the Bible
(KJV), and twenty-five uses of the word
“memorial.” Why is the concept of re-
membering so important? What is God
trying to tell us through these words?

God used the rainbow as a visual re-

minder to us of His vow to never flood
the whole world again. 

Passover is a memorial of God’s lib-
erating His people from slavery in
Egypt. Today’s Jews set aside seven
days every year to remember God’s
salvation. 

Jesus used the familiar Passover
feast as a springboard for remember-
ing His upcoming sacrificial death. He
told His disciples to partake of the
bread and cup. “This do in remem-
brance of me” (Luke 22:19). When tak-
ing the Lord’s Supper, we are memori-
alizing Christ’s sacrificial death until
He returns.

When God’s people were fighting
against the Amalekites, the battle
went well as long as Moses kept his
arms up. When he tired, though, and
lowered his arms, the battle went
against the Israelites. So his brother
Aaron and Hur held up his arms to lend
their strength. After the winning gen-
eral Joshua defeated the enemy, the
Lord told Moses, “Write this for a me-
morial in a book, and rehearse it in the
ears of Joshua, for I will utterly put out
the remembrance of Amalek from un-
der the heaven” (Exod. 17:14). God
knew that Joshua would be Moses’
successors. He wanted to be sure
Joshua would remember this winning
day and how God had helped them
against incredible odds.

During a battle against the
Philistines, the Israelites were soundly
defeated, and the enemy took the sa-

cred ark of the covenant. Why did they
take this sacred item?

The Philistines worshipped many
gods, including Baal and Dagon. They
had learned of Israel’s God, and they
may have considered the ark as a tro-
phy of victory for their gods. 

However, God gave them a lesson
they would never forget. The day after
the Philistines placed the ark next to
the image of Dagon, they found that
the idol of Dagon had fallen on its face
as if in worship to God. They raised the
image to its place, but a day later, they
found that their god had once again
fallen, and this time its head and
hands were severed. The leaders real-
ized the greatness of the God of Israel,
and they decided to send the ark
somewhere else.

The cities where the ark was placed
experienced horrible rat infestations
and tumors. Many died.

The leaders decided to send the ark
back to Israel. They placed the ark on
a new cart, pulled by two young cows
who had just given birth. Besides the
ark, they included golden rats and tu-
mors as a guilt offering. 

The leaders watched from afar to
see whether the cows would go to Is-
rael. If they did, it must be a sign that
Israel’s God was powerful, for it would
not be natural for a young cow to leave
her newborn calf. When the people
saw the ark returning, they rejoiced
and thanked God. The cows stopped
right by a big stone. The people cut up

Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, Virginia

BY JUDY CARLSEN
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me, and I will answer thee, and shew
thee great and mighty things, which
thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3).

10. Post your prayer answers and
praises on social media. In this way,
you can be a witness to your friends
and family of how God is working in
your life.

11. Write a song, like David did in
Psalms. Sometimes using a familiar
tune with different words can help us
remember the goodness of the Lord.
David declared, “O Lord our Lord, how
excellent is thy name in all the earth,
who hast set thy glory above the heav-
ens!” (Ps. 8:1).

12. Wear a special necklace or oth-
er jewelry. We all know how the cross
necklace has been misused by some
who do not follow the Lord. 

13. Wear a special T-shirt or cap
with a meaningful Bible verse on it.
When someone asks you about it, you
can tell how God has provided for you
during good times and bad.

14. Make a photo album with pic-
tures that highlight answered prayers,
using captions to give details.

15. Design an acrostic of your name,
using each letter to explain what God
has done in your life. This is a great
way to find a special Bible verse for
each letter of your name.

16. Create a picture, using online
graphics if you are not artsy, which
shows God’s care for you or a special
place or person in your life.

17. Highlight someone in the Bible
whose life has been especially inspir-
ing or encouraging to you. Draw a pic-
ture or do a character study, and write
out what you have learned.

18. Your Bible is the best memorial
you can ever have. When you read a
verse that helps during a hard time or
one of great joy, mark the verse. Some
choose to highlight or underline in
their Bible. 

19. Set aside one day a month to
purposely remember God’s work. Just
as the United States commemorates
Memorial Day, you too can declare a
specific day each month as your own
personal “Memorial Day.” 

God has a book of remembrance.
Malachi 3:16 says, “Then they that
feared the Lord spake often one to an-
other, and the Lord hearkened, and
heard it, and a book of remembrance
was written before him for them that
feared the Lord, and that thought upon
his name.” �

winneth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30).
3. Make stepping-stones with a

special Bible verse on them. These
can be found at craft stores, so you
can decorate the stones however you
want. Proverbs 3:5-6 would be great
verses for these stones: “Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths.”

4. Make a book honoring relatives or
friends who have gone on to be with
the Lord. My mother’s family began
this tradition when my cousin died of
cancer at the age of forty. We each
contributed photos and remem-
brances of her, praising God for her
life. Remembering her reminds me
that “one generation shall praise thy
works to another, and shall declare
[God’s] mighty acts” (Ps. 145:4).

5. Make a shadowbox for each of
your children or grandchildren. You
can highlight their unique qualities and
strengths; choose a special Bible verse
for each one. You can place small ob-
jects in the box that remind you that
your child is a gift from the Lord. Vers-
es you can use are “For God hath not
given us the spirit of fear, but of power,
and of love, and of a sound mind”
(II Tim. 1:7) and “Being confident of this
very thing, that he who hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until
the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).

6. Write a letter and send it to each
member of your family, relaying how
God has worked in your life. A friend of
mine who has suffered from rheuma-
toid arthritis since she was in her twen-
ties wrote a letter, for she wanted all her
grandchildren and great-grandchildren
to know that God is faithful through the
storms of life. What a great heritage
this is for her family to keep and know! 

7. Collect eagles (Isa. 40:31) or
sheep (Ps. 23) to tell of God’s power
and care in your life. Display them in
your home or office with appropriate
Bible verses on a plaque or picture.

8. Make a wall hanging listing your
answered prayers. That will remind
you to “only fear the Lord, and serve
him in truth with all your heart, for con-
sider how great things he hath done
for you” (I Sam. 12:24).  

9. Keep a prayer log in a notebook.
When God answers your prayer, make
note of how He answered and the
date. Then you have a written record
you can turn to when it seems He is
not listening to you. He said, “Call unto

the cart and offered the two cows as a
sacrifice of praise to God. The big
stone became a visible memorial of
God’s mighty provision for them. 

God knows that people need to be
reminded of His work in their lives. He
realizes that people get caught up in
the everyday cares and events of our
lives. It is too easy to forget His good-
ness. There are a number of places in
Scripture in which the writer lists
God’s mighty works. The writer of
Psalm 105 gave thanks to God for the
mighty works He had done through
His people. It tells of the plagues in
Egypt and how God led His people to
the Promised Land. Psalm 106 con-
fesses the sin of Israel’s unfaithfulness
in spite of God’s eternal faithfulness.

Joshua 4 tells the miraculous story of
God parting the Jordan River so that His
people could conquer the city of Jeri-
cho. To help the people remember this
amazing work, God instructed Joshua
to have each tribe choose a man to
place a heavy stone in the middle of the
river and erect a type of structure there.
In the following years, when someone
would ask why those stones were there,
they would hear the story of God’s pow-
er and provision for His people in part-
ing the water of the Jordan River. 

One of the first Christian martyrs,
Stephen, gave a long sermon memo-
rializing God’s work through the Jew-
ish people across the centuries, cul-
minating in the Messiah, Jesus, whom
the religious leaders put to death. The
result was a stoning death for
Stephen, which spurred the Christians
on amid great persecution. 

Lest we forget, the cross of Christ is
the ultimate visual symbol of remem-
brance for the ultimate sacrifice on our
behalf. Jesus willingly died a cruel
death on that cross so that we might
become His children.

CREATIVE WAYS TO HELP US
REMEMBER

Given that we too easily forget
God’s work in our lives, what can we
do to help us remember? Here are
some ideas to foster your creativity. 

1. Make a banner of a favorite Bible
verse on a specific theme or a gener-
al verse of praise. One great verse is,
“God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble” (Ps. 46:1). 

2. Plant a tree or a garden—perhaps
even a rock garden with a special
plaque. It might read “The fruit of the
righteous is a tree of life; and he that
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OUR churches are filled with broken
people, whether we like to ac-

knowledge it or not. This is the mys-
tery of the church. God uses broken
people! This tells me that I do not have
to be perfect to be part of my local
church or even to be a Christian. It also
tells me that I can be who I am without
that being held against me. I am far
from perfect. There is some authentic-
ity to being a vulnerable Christian as I
follow Jesus.

There is something very freeing
about following Jesus Christ when
we know that we are not perfect. In
legalistic churches, permission to be
ourselves is not given so freely. We
only have to look at the faces in our
congregation when someone who
does not fit the mold walks into our
sanctuaries. The frowns on our faces
often say that we are not willing to in-
vest in accepting someone who does
not fit our preconceived religious no-
tions.

Jesus called out the Pharisees and
the other religious leaders for this. He
exposed their religious hypocrisy and
showed them what the kingdom of
God was really like. It is a place of
grace! One is reminded of Mary,
“which anointed the Lord with oint-
ment and wiped his feet with her hair,
whose brother Lazarus was sick”
(John 11:2). She had come to the

place of grace and was received with
open arms by her Master.

Every person on this earth needs to
know that there is a place of grace
and that this place is at the foot of the
cross of Jesus. This instrument of tor-
ture represents for all of humanity
that place of acceptance no matter
what one has done. Someone has
said that the ground is level at the
foot of the cross. We are all sinners,
and we are all broken and in desper-
ate need of restoration. The place of
grace rules out all levels of human hi-
erarchy. 

During the spring season, we cele-
brate the death, crucifixion, and resur-
rection of our Lord Jesus. This also
gives us great hope. There is life after
brokenness! Have you ever wondered
why some dedicated Christians go
through so much trouble in their lives?
It seems almost unfair! Our different
situations have a way of bringing us to
our knees because we live in a broken
world.

Instead of analyzing, as so many of
us often do, why God is not snapping
His heavenly fingers and quickly re-
deeming our sad situations, we
should use the opportunities to ask
Him what we are to learn from those
events that crush us. That is exactly
what Saul, before he became Paul,
asked God: “Lord, what wilt thou have

me do?” (Acts 9:6). It was a question
that came out of submission to the will
of the Almighty. He asked out of his
need and had come to that place of
grace. 

Paul found out very quickly that
first he had to be broken, for he
learned that his religion and his edu-
cation and even his religious fervor
for his God were misguided. God had
to break him before He could use him!
Here is a word of caution for us as be-
lievers in Jesus: it is often after our
greatest victories that we get com-
placent and have to be broken. If we
are honest, we must confess that
pride often gets in the way of honor-
ing our God.

Remember the life of Elijah and his
great victory over the prophets of Baal
at the top of Mount Carmel (I Kings
18:17-40). God had answered his
prayers and sent fire on his sacrifice,
and the false prophets of Baal were on
the run. In the very next chapter, we
find Elijah running away from Queen
Jezebel and in a state of depression
(19:1-4). Our brokenness should turn
us away from the pride of our victories
and draw us closer to the God who re-
deems us from every evil.

It is not easy for us to figure out what
God is doing in the dark situations that
encounter us in life. We are often also
the most vulnerable before God when
we face victories that God has
wrought on our behalf. The biblical
truth is that God is constantly allowing
us to be in situations where we strive
to recognize His work of grace in our
lives. The psalmist stated it very aptly
when he wrote, “This is the Lord’s do-
ing; it is marvelous in our eyes” (Ps.
118:23).

When we come to this place of
grace, we have learned that God’s
mercy has accomplished its task in
our l ives. But this mercy always
comes when we have surrendered
our pride and accepted His mercy. It
becomes effective only in the place of
brokenness. Hebrews 5:8 says that
the sinless Jesus “learned obedience
by the things he suffered” (Heb. 5:8).
If Jesus learned through suffering,
how much more is this true for each
of us? Suffering can become the
pathway to brokenness and then
grace.

David, the man after God’s own
heart (Acts 13:22), came to the place
of grace only in his brokenness. This
happened when he realized that “a
broken and a contrite heart, O God
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ment book of Joshua, Achan brought
shame on Israel by a sin he committed
after Jericho had been conquered and
they were moving forward to conquer
Ai. God revealed to Joshua that Achan
was the guilty party; and when Joshua
confronted him, he said, “Give, I pray
thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel,
and make confession unto him” (7:19).

When you and I sought God’s for-
giveness, we were also giving God
glory by admitting that we were wrong
and He was right. It is not an easy thing
to do, especially when a person is
more set in his ways and rationalizing
sin as something other than what it is.

The word “confess” is also used in
Scripture to make a point or declara-
tion. An example would be in Hebrews
11, where we read of the great heroes
of the faith, who by their very lives of
faith showed they believed God’s
promises. They “confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth” (vs. 13). It should be noted here
that words were not necessarily used
to make such a confession, but the
language of their lifestyle certainly did.

The word “confess” is sometimes
translated “profess,” or by the noun
“profession,” and both verb and noun
are found in I Timothy 6:12. There the
word is used in reference to Timothy,
who made a declaration likely of faith
in Jesus in a public setting. The trans-
lation “profess” is also found in Titus
1:16 of those who made a false pro-
fession of faith.

As we close, it is interesting to see
that the word “confession” is used by
Paul for the testimony Jesus gave to
Pontius Pilate (I Tim. 6:13; cf. John
18:37); but what did Jesus confess?
The John reference and its context
shows Jesus was agreeing with Pilate
that He was, in fact, a king. Pilate lat-
er nailed a sign to the cross of Jesus
saying that very thing (Matt. 27:37).

Hopefully, you see that the word
“confess” can be and is used in differ-
ent ways. We also find it translated
“promise” (Matt. 14:7) and celebrating
with praise (Heb. 13:15). �

CONFESS” is a word that every
genuine Christian is familiar with

because of its necessary involvement
in becoming a Christian. In everyday
life, the word is likely used more in ju-
dicial settings as when we read about
a person accused of a crime admitting
to it, thus making a confession. When
it comes to its common usage in
Scripture, we often find that same ju-
dicial meaning as in the matter of
agreeing that one has broken God’s
law rather than man’s.

There are other ways the word is
used in the Bible, however, which we
will show as we go along. Because
words can be used in different ways,
the context in which we find them
should be noted in order to determine
their meaning. To that point, we also
need to add that it is one thing to know
the basic meaning of a word and quite
another to observe how the word is
used.

“Confess” (from the Greek homolo-
geo) is a compound word, homo
meaning “same” and legos meaning
to “speak.” Hence, the literal meaning
of the word is to “say the same thing.”
For example, the Bible says that all are
guilty before God because all have
sinned (Rom. 3:23). God, therefore, is
saying that you and I are sinners.

Hopefully, the time came in your life,
as it did in mine, that you not only rec-
ognized you are a sinner but also that
you humbly came to God confessing
that He was right. You are a sinner, just
as He says, and you sought His mer-
cy, forgiveness, and salvation. In oth-
er words, you came before God in
prayer and said the same thing He has
said—that you are guilty of sinning.

Once a person becomes a Chris-
tian, it does not mean a sinless life fol-
lows. That glorious prospect is yet fu-
ture in glory. Because we still give in to
temptation at times, the fellowship we
have with the Lord is hampered; so
there is a need to clean the soul of that
sin by confessing it (cf. I John 1:9).

To agree with God that one is a sin-
ner is to exalt God and give Him due
honor. For example, in the Old Testa-

thou wilt not despise” (Ps. 51:17). One
will remember that Psalm 51 is a re-
counting of his confession to God af-
ter he sinned sexually with Bath-she-
ba, another man’s wife! And God
restored him.

Often God uses our earthly experi-
ences to draw us back to Himself. The
dynamic factor is that God already
knows how we will react to His chas-
tening and admonition. When our
world crumbles around us and one
trouble after another hits us before we
have recovered from the earlier en-
counters with pain, it can become the
pathway to grace. 

We are reminded of what happened
to Job, who “was perfect and upright,
and one that feared God, and es-
chewed evil” (Job 1:1). It seems that
he hardly deserved what came to him,
but for Job, this place of grace pro-
pelled him to manifold restoration.
Through the events that happened to
him, Job learned of his own pride and
his self-righteousness, something
that he might not have considered be-
fore the tragic events in his life.

There is some truth to what we have
heard so often, that the whole world is
watching to see how we react when
we go through trials and tribulations.
Some may mock and jeer, others may
pity us, but there will always be some-
one who will be restored when he dis-
covers that we are on the road to the
place of grace, paved with the tears of
our own brokenness. God Himself re-
joices when He sees our tears of re-
pentance (Luke 15:10).

Our brokenness comes through
pain, but it can manifest a blessing.

One final word for those who may
be in the midst of a struggle with pain,
have come to the place of broken-
ness, but still find no relief. It is pos-
sible to go through times where our
situations do not subside. Jesus Him-
self asked His Heavenly Father to re-
move His cup of suffering (Luke
22:42), but it did not go away! This is
hard for us to understand, but we are
called to trust the hand of our Heav-
enly Father.

Brokenness causes human pain,
but let it be repeated that it is the path-
way to that wonderful place of grace.
Remember that when Paul went
through a period of great suffering, his
pleas for relief went unanswered. God
answered, “My grace is sufficient for
thee” (II Cor. 12:9). And that is the only
answer we need too! �

What’s in a Word?

Confess
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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THE transfiguration of Jesus Christ
is one of the most important

events of Jesus’ earthly ministry. It is a
topic that is often preached about, and
there are certainly lessons to be
learned from the response of Peter,
James, and John upon seeing the ap-
pearance of Jesus completely
change. Through the transfiguration,
we find a picture of what Jesus will
look like when He returns to this earth
as He promised.

However, one cannot understand
this important event without first ex-
amining its context. Some important
events transpired before Jesus’ trans-
figuration, most notably, some con-
versations between Jesus and His dis-
ciples. 

First, consider this great compli-
ment Peter received from Jesus as he
answered the Lord’s question regard-
ing how he identified the Son of Man:
“And Simon Peter answered and said,
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the liv-
ing God. And Jesus answered and
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Si-
mon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven” (Matt.
16:16-17). This would have certainly
been a high point for Peter. To have
the Lord praise him in such a high
manner likely instilled in him a sense
of confidence.

Sadly, that confidence appears to
have transformed into pride. In the
text, we find that Peter learned a
sobering lesson regarding the in-
evitability of God’s plans and the futil-
ity of man’s ideas. Moreover, Jesus
addressed Peter individually and later
taught a lesson to all His disciples re-
garding the definition of following Him
and the sacrifices it entailed, even for-
feiting one’s life for the Saviour.

Furthermore, Jesus’ imminent re-
turn should provide the believer with
added motivation to serve Him ac-
cording to His high standard of disci-
pleship. Jesus explained it in the clos-
ing verses of Matthew 16, recorded in
Scripture directly before the transfigu-
ration account.

PROPHECY
(Matt. 16:21-23)

As already mentioned, Peter recog-
nized that Jesus is the promised Mes-
siah and the Son of God. It was soon
after Peter’s confession that Jesus be-
gan to explain in detail what He would
face in the days ahead. He showed His
disciples that He was destined to go to
Jerusalem, suffer pain at the hands of
revered leaders, be killed, and be
raised again. 

This was likely a distressful thing to
hear, and it seems that the disciples
never truly took Jesus’ word literally.
Indeed, it was not until after Jesus’
resurrection that the disciples eventu-
ally realized the full reality of what He
communicated regarding His death,
burial, and resurrection. Consider how
this is reflected in Luke 24:6-8 and its
similarity to Matthew 16:21: “He is not
here, but is risen: remember how he
spake unto you when he was yet in
Galilee, saying, The Son of man must
be delivered into the hands of sinful
men, and be crucified, and the third
day rise again. And they remembered
his words.”

In general, the disciples had in mind
a picture of the Messiah that was dif-
ferent from what Jesus resembled and
even taught about Himself. The disci-
ples would have been familiar with the
teachings of the Old Testament and
the passages that are commonly
known for looking ahead to the Messi-
ah’s coming. Chief among these is
perhaps the depiction of the Suffering
Servant in Isaiah. Even though the
idea of the Messiah suffering pain may
have seemed strange to the disciples
and other Jewish people at the time, it
was clear from Scripture that such
was the case: “But he was wounded
for our transgressions, he was bruised
for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed” (Isa. 53:5).

Scripture is clear that Peter certain-
ly did not share the sentiments of Old
Testament prophecy, as he boldly took
Jesus aside to rebuke Him for what He
said about His coming crucifixion. It is

difficult to determine exactly what was
going through Peter’s mind when He
rebuked the Lord in such a way, but
one thing is for sure—he considered
his own plan for Jesus superior to
even Jesus’ plans for Himself. That is
some serious audacity!

Jesus responded to Peter’s rebuke
with words that were harsh yet neces-
sary for Peter to hear. Consider the
significance of Jesus’ referring to Pe-
ter as Satan. Peter likely confessed
Jesus as Messiah days earlier, and yet
Jesus recognized him to be an equal
with the prince of darkness because of
his bold and brash push for Jesus to
forfeit the more painful aspects of His
earthly ministry. It is sad indeed to see
how quickly Peter fell in his under-
standing of Jesus’ identity. On one
hand, he was spot-on in declaring Je-
sus’ being the Son of God, yet he
failed miserably in ascribing to Jesus
a fully Scripture-based messianic
identity. 

In other words, Peter wanted Jesus
to be the Messiah and God’s Son but
only if that identity included his limits.
He could not accept that part of Jesus’
messianic identity included His torture
and death. In his pride, Peter imagined
that he had some authority and influ-
ence over Jesus to deter Him from His
mission that was determined from
eternity past (cf. I Pet. 1:20). As Jesus
powerfully demonstrated, Peter was
as evil as Satan in his attempt to dic-
tate Jesus’ purpose and identity, com-
pletely void of “the things that be of
God” (Matt. 16:23).

DISCIPLESHIP DEFINED
(Matt. 16:24-26)

After His private conversation with
Peter, Jesus proceeded to explain the
definition of discipleship. If anybody
desired to genuinely follow Him, his
very life would need to be sacrificed.
Jesus does not necessarily call His
disciples to martyrdom; rather, He
shows that every human desire or im-
pulse must be forfeit. Peter attempted
to replace Jesus’ identity and purpose
with his own desires. To one degree or
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we must be careful not to allow our-
selves to become proud in our under-
standing of Jesus. It can be easy to
judge disciples such as the impulsive
Peter, who insisted that Jesus would
not go to Jerusalem and die. Howev-
er, hindsight is 20/20, as the axiom
goes. As disciples living two thousand
years after Peter, we have just as
much capacity to insert our arrogant
desires into the truths upon which we
are called to live our lives. Take time to
ask the Lord to humble you as you
seek Him in His Word and in prayer,
and be ready to accept direction from
Him rather than your earthly impulses.

Second, keep in mind Jesus’ immi-
nent return. The Lord is clear that He
will return to bring to full completion
God’s plan of redemption, including the
judgment of the earth. This theme is
echoed by angels upon His ascension:
“Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gaz-
ing up into heaven? this same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into heav-
en, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven” (Acts
1:11). Does this reality penetrate into
your attitude and decision making? Do
you consider the consequences of your
actions in light of Jesus’ soon return?
The proverbial clock is ticking, and we
only have so long to wait. 

Third, always consider the sacrificial
love of Jesus. At the foundation of Je-
sus’ definition of discipleship is the
recognition that all must be sacrificed
to His will, and He epitomized this at-
titude of sacrifice when He gave His
life for us on the cross. When you
meditate on the scriptural record of
Jesus’ suffering and death, it puts your
petty squabbles and vain desires into
a godly perspective. The desire for re-
venge over some insult you received,
the impulse to treat family with disre-
spect, or the feeling of dissatisfaction
with your station in life all begin to fade
in importance as you consider what
Jesus endured to bring you salvation.

The transfiguration is certainly a cen-
tral event in Jesus’ earthly ministry. But
do not forget the important connection
with the events that transpired immedi-
ately before it. Jesus demanded gen-
uine and complete sacrifice from His
followers. If we are to follow Jesus to-
day and appreciate who He is, we must
be ready and willing to submit every as-
pect of our lives to Him, whether it be
in thought, word, or action. Consider
how He has loved you and saved you,
and make His sacrificial example your
life’s motivation and guide. �

beginning a conversation with the
merchant in charge of the table and
learning that your soul is ultimately
doomed forever if it is not bought.
What might you give in exchange for
your soul? Would you exchange your
money, your influence, or your rela-
tionships? 

No earthly currency can buy your
soul. Nothing you can say or do would
buy your soul. Only Jesus can pur-
chase your soul back from sin by virtue
of His death on your behalf. Peter said,
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things,
as silver and gold, from your vain con-
versation received by tradition from
your fathers; but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without
blemish and without spot” (I Pet. 1:18-
19). True discipleship and a grasp of
this reality are inextricably linked.

THE RETURN
(Matt. 16:27-28)

This sermon’s text ends on a rather
interesting note, and it serves as a per-
fect bridge into Matthew 17’s narrative
on the transfiguration. First, Jesus
mentioned His future return. This com-
pletes a rather interesting line of logic
as Jesus began the passage dis-
cussing His death and resurrection,
which had not yet occurred. That Je-
sus would mention the surety of His
returning in the glory of the Father ac-
companied by angels and prepared to
execute judgment demonstrates that
a biblical understanding of Jesus’
identity must include His justice-in-
ducing return.

Moreover, Jesus promised that cer-
tain disciples in the audience “shall
not taste of death, till they see the Son
of man coming in his kingdom” (Matt.
16:28). In the very next chapter, Peter,
James, and John saw Jesus in a glo-
rified fashion, resembling what He will
look like when He returns. Indeed, Je-
sus’ teachings on His messianic pur-
poses intimidated His disciples, espe-
cially Peter. They can certainly be both
confusing and intimidating for the
modern reader of Scripture. However,
such difficult yet eternally consequen-
tial truths are necessary to genuinely
follow Jesus Christ. 

APPLICATION
With much of the text addressing

topics of practical discipleship, there
is certainly much that can be applied.
Consider at least three things. First,

another, all the disciples Jesus spoke
to were likewise susceptible to discard
His messianic purposes for their own.

Jesus demonstrated that anyone
who follows Him must “take up his
cross, and follow [Him]” (Matt. 16:24).
The concept of carrying a cross was
nothing new in Jesus’ time. Jesus’ au-
dience would have been familiar with
the cross as a common mode of exe-
cution, even in Israel. A condemned
individual carrying his cross would not
have been unfamiliar, either. Jesus
was thus calling His disciples to ulti-
mate commitment, sacrificing every
desire for the Lord’s desire and even
being willing to sacrifice their lives for
their Saviour.

Jesus also mentioned the futility of
attempting to save one’s own life. Any
attempt to live one’s life outside of
faith in Jesus will result in failure. Je-
sus left nothing to doubt as He told His
disciples that they must follow His
plan for their lives, saying, “Whosoev-
er will lose his life for my sake shall find
it” (Matt. 16:25).

Jesus continued to make His point
by comparing the worth of the whole
world to one’s soul. Even if someone
took possession of the whole world
yet did not follow Jesus, his soul
would be lost. No collection of materi-
al wealth, pleasures, or property could
outweigh the value of one’s eternal
destiny.

A similar concept of comparing
ownership of the world to Jesus is il-
lustrated well in the classic Isaac
Watts hymn “When I Survey the Won-
drous Cross.” One of the verses reads
“Were the whole realm of nature
mine,/That were a present far too
small./Love so amazing, so
divine,/Demands my soul, my life, my
all.” Nothing that anyone could own or
achieve compares to Jesus. The value
of following Him, including accepting
what Scripture says concerning His
divine purposes and identity, simply
cannot be overstated.

Matthew 16:24-26 concludes with
Jesus rhetorically asking, “What shall
a man give in exchange for his soul?”
Imagine entering a large market.
Countless merchants are selling their
wares. Some are selling cheap trin-
kets. Others are selling fine clothes,
jewelry, and even food.

As you walk through the market, you
come upon a table with a sign that
reads “YOUR SOUL FOR SALE.”
Without a doubt, this is the most ex-
pensive thing in the market. Imagine
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IF you ask kids in a Sunday school
class what they know about Daniel,

most likely they will yell in unison, “He
was thrown into a lion’s den!” They
may not know why Daniel was offered
up as an entrée for hungry lions, but
they do know the familiar story of
Daniel in a den of lions.

Daniel is one of the most amazing
personalities in the Old Testament. He
was born of royal lineage (Dan. 1:3)
probably during the reign of Josiah,
king of Judah. When he was still a
young man (probably a teenager), Ju-
dah was overwhelmed by the Babylo-
nians. Daniel was violently uprooted
from his family and his homeland and
transported far away to the east to
Babylon (present-day Iraq). 

From the perspective of the Babylo-
nians, and also from God’s perspec-
tive, there was purpose in Daniel’s de-
portation. God had a wonderful plan
for Daniel’s life, and the fulfillment of
that plan required that he be in Baby-
lon. The Babylonians also had a plan
for Daniel’s life. Since he was a young
man with talents and enormous po-
tential, they had no intention of killing
him, confining him to a prison, or us-
ing him as a slave laborer.

When the Babylonians conquered a
people, they brought the best and the
brightest captives back to Babylon to
prepare and train them for service in
their own government. So it was that
Daniel and other elite young men from
Judah found themselves in Babylon,
being trained for service to the Baby-
lonian government.

Part of the preparation for govern-
ment service involved their diet.
Trainees were provided with the best
food in the land—the food that the
king himself ate. This shows how seri-
ous the Babylonians were about their
training program.

However, Daniel was serious about
faithfully serving his God. Daniel came
to the conclusion that eating food from
the king’s diet would dishonor God and
violate his firmly held beliefs and con-
victions. Even as a young man, he had
the courage to stand up for his beliefs.

Many years later, as an old man—
most likely in his eighties—Daniel still
had the courage of his beliefs and
convictions. The Persians were now in
control, and Daniel had become one of
the most powerful men in the Persian
government. Motivated by jealously,
Persian officials who wanted Daniel’s
job tried to find some dirty secrets in
his life that they could use to discred-
it him and bring him down. However,
since Daniel was a man of sterling
character and integrity, they were to-
tally frustrated. “They could find none
occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he
was faithful, neither was there any er-
ror or fault found in him” (Dan. 6:4).

When Daniel’s antagonists could find
no skeletons in his closet, they realized
they needed to take a different ap-
proach. So they went to the king in an
obsequious manner, pretending to be
his loyal and faithful servants who want-
ed to honor and exalt him. Of course,
they were simply manipulating the king
in an attempt to bring Daniel down. 

Sadly, too many people still play this
game. The players are willing to use
any stratagem—legal or not and ethi-
cal or not—to accomplish their selfish
goals and objectives.

Playing on the king’s ego, Daniel’s
enemies convinced him to issue a de-
cree that a petition (or prayer) could be
offered to no other god or man but the
king himself for a period of one month.
Of course, by issuing such a decree,
the king was declaring that he was in
fact a divine being to whom prayers
should be offered.

Daniel’s adversaries were really
proud of themselves. They had clever-
ly laid the perfect trap for their enemy
because they knew that Daniel would
never stop praying to his God. As a de-
vout believer in the one true God,
Daniel prayed only to Him. So Daniel’s
enemies knew that all they had to do
was wait, and Daniel would fall into
their cleverly laid trap.

Daniel prayed three times a day:
morning, noon, and evening. When the
time to pray came, Daniel went to his
place of prayer. He knew all about the

king’s decree, and he knew that the
penalty for praying to anyone but the
king was death at the teeth of hungry
lions. However, Daniel knew that he
had to be faithful to the King of the uni-
verse, even if his faithfulness violated
the man-made law of a human ruler. In
Babylon, devout Jews adopted the
practice of praying in the direction of
the faraway city of Jerusalem. So
Daniel prayed “toward Jerusalem”
(Dan. 6:10). The temple was no longer
standing, and the holy city had been
leveled, but Daniel could still pray to
the one true God. 

Daniel “kneeled upon his knees”
(Dan. 6:10) when he prayed. Public
prayer usually was done standing, but
when devout men of God prayed in
private, they knelt down to express
their humility in the presence of the
one true God (cf. Ezra 9:5).

When Daniel prayed, he “gave
thanks before his God” (Dan. 6:10).
Thanksgiving should be a central part
of every prayer. Before we ask God to
do something for us, we need to thank
Him and praise Him for what He has
already done. 

Daniel’s praying was not an act of
defiance. He was doing what he had
done before—“as he did aforetime”
(Dan. 6:10). He did not change his
habits or his practices because of the
king’s decree. On the one hand, he did
not stop praying to avoid being thrown
to the lions; on the other hand, he did
not pray as an act of civil disobedi-
ence. He prayed because he was a
praying man, and it was his habit and
practice to pray to the one true God.

Daniel’s miraculous deliverance
from the lions is usually given the pri-
mary attention in this story; however,
that miracle would never have hap-
pened if Daniel had not been a bold
and courageous man of prayer. He
prayed when no one but God was lis-
tening, but he also prayed when he
knew that his enemies were listening
to his every word. Regardless of the
situation, Daniel faithfully offered up
“The effectual fervent prayer of a right-
eous man” (Jas. 5:16). �
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but she hath washed my feet with
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of
her head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but
this woman since the time I came in
hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My
head with oil thou didst not anoint: but
this woman hath anointed my feet with
ointment” (Luke 7:44-46). 

Omission of washing a guest’s feet
was a serious breach of etiquette. Je-
sus could have regarded it as a direct
insult. His presence at the dinner,
however, showed His willingness to
overlook Simon’s neglect. 

In the Middle East today, men fre-
quently greet one another by a kiss on
the cheek. It was a common polite
greeting of friends in New Testament
times (Rom. 16:16; I Cor. 16:20). But
Simon neglected to greet Jesus that
way. A touch of perfumed oil on one’s
head would have been a part of the
preliminaries to the feast, but Simon
omitted even this inexpensive favor.

“Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins,
which are many, are forgiven; for she
loved much: but to whom little is forgiv-
en, the same loveth little” (Luke 7:47).
Jesus contrasted Simon’s lack of cour-
tesy with the devotion of this woman, in-
dicating that Simon had not experi-
enced a deep forgiveness as she had.

Jesus “said unto her, Thy sins are
forgiven. And they that sat at meat
with him began to say within them-
selves, Who is this that forgiveth sins
also” (Luke 7:48-49). The question
“Who is this which speaketh blas-
phemies?” (5:21) was asked at Jesus’
healing of a paralytic man after Jesus
said his sins were forgiven and may
have reflected Simon’s thoughts now.

Jesus dined with an unsaved Phar-
isee, teaching him about showing un-
conditional love toward Him. May we
demonstrate this love by witnessing to
the unsaved people whom we en-
counter. �

dinner guest because he heard about
the supernatural things Jesus did and
wanted to know more about Him.
Now, he judged Jesus by saying He
was not God’s prophet only because
He talked to a fallen woman in public!
The Pharisee was spiritually blind.
Christians need to ask Jesus to heal
this blindness in all the lost people
they know.

Simon had not said a word audibly,
but Jesus read his thoughts and an-
swered his objections during the para-
ble that followed. The story must have
held the attention of the guests at din-
ner and at the same time made the
point unmistakably plain.

The parable introduced “two debtors:
the one owed five hundred pence, and
the other fifty. And when they had noth-
ing to pay, [the creditor] frankly forgave
them both” (Luke 7:41-42). 

As a wealthy man, Simon must have
been a creditor himself on numerous
occasions. Perhaps Jesus knew that
and used this story to appeal to him
personally. The first debtor, in the
parable, owed five hundred denarii
(five hundred days’ wages); the sec-
ond, owed fifty (fifty days’ wages). Nei-
ther could afford to repay his debt, and
the creditor generously forgave them
both. Jesus asked Simon, “Which of
them will love him most?” (Luke 7:42).

“Simon answered and said, I sup-
pose that he, to whom he forgave
most. And he said unto him, Thou hast
rightly judged” (Luke 7:43). “I sup-
pose” may indicate that Simon was a
bit hesitant to commit himself because
he thought that Jesus had an ulterior
motive in telling the story. There was,
however, only one logical answer; so
Simon provided it.

Jesus “turned to the woman, and
said unto Simon, Seest thou this
woman? I entered into thine house,
thou gavest me no water for my feet:

JESUS had many dealings with self-
righteous Pharisees. According to

Luke 7:36, a Pharisee asked Jesus to
be his guest for a meal one day. Then
“a woman in the city, which was a sin-
ner, when she knew that Jesus sat at
meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought
an alabaster box of ointment” (vs. 37).
The intrusion of this woman was intol-
erable to the respectable Pharisee be-
cause of her unsavory reputation. 

Alabaster was a fine translucent
stone, used only to make decorative
pieces. The box of ointment must have
been exceedingly valuable. It was
possibly the proceeds of the uninvited
woman’s sin.

She “stood at his feet behind him
weeping, and began to wash his feet
with tears, and did wipe them with the
hairs of her head, and kissed his feet,
and anointed them with the ointment”
(Luke 7:38). This sobbing woman
stood behind Jesus. Her tears then
washed His feet, and she dried them
with her hair. In those days, it was for-
bidden for women to unbind their hair
in public, and only immodest ones did
so. Finally, she poured expensive oint-
ment over His feet.

Her kissing of Jesus’ feet, now clean
and dry, showed worshipful affection
to Him. Her anointing His feet with oint-
ment showed loving gratitude to Him.

The Pharisee expected Jesus, as a
wise rabbi and religious leader, to re-
ject the woman’s attention as insult-
ing. The rabbis of that time never
talked with a woman in public if they
could help it. Simon concluded that
Jesus was no prophet of God, which
can remind us that “the god of this
world hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine unto
them” (II Cor. 4:4). 

Simon obviously invited Jesus as a
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THE Bible uses the imagery of shep-
herds and their sheep in numer-

ous places as a metaphor for the rela-
tionship between God and man, kings
and their subjects, and other leaders
and those following them. However,
this analogy predates the Old Testa-
ment. In Akkadian, Babylonian, and
Sumerian texts (as in the Code of
Hammurabi), kings are correlated with
shepherds.

Understandably, the comparison
was made because of the pastoral cul-
ture back then. Shepherding was inte-
gral to the lives of the ancient people
of the Middle East and surrounding ar-
eas. The daily tasks of shepherds pro-
vided a likeness to political and spiri-
tual spheres where kings were
shepherds of their subjects and God
was the Shepherd of all His creation.

A shepherd had to protect, feed,
care for, and increase his flock be-
cause not only were sheep a food
source, but also their wool was an im-
portant and renewable economic re-
source. The shepherd had to know his
flock in order to properly care for them.

The king-shepherd imagery pro-
vides background for the metaphor of
the Good Shepherd in Psalm 23. It de-
picts God as personally tending the
sheep, going after the lost ones, gath-
ering them from every place they have
wandered, and leading them to green
places with plentiful food, rest, and re-
freshment.

David, to whom Psalm 23 is attrib-
uted, understood the power of a good
shepherd as service. As a young shep-
herd, David lived firsthand a shep-
herd’s power over his flock, which, as
described in John 10, comes from in-
timate union (vs. 14), knowing each
one by name (vs. 3), and from an un-
surpassable love that impels the shep-
herd to lay down his life wholly for the
sheep (vs. 11). This is power fueled by
love, a shared and persuasive power,
quite different from that of a despot
who is removed from the people and
makes oppressive pronouncements.
A good shepherd is not a cruel despot
or harsh overlord but someone who

identifies with those who are the
weakest and the most vulnerable.

In fact, Ezekiel 34 offers a prophetic
meditation on the false shepherds of
Israel, who scattered the flock, with
the result that the sheep “became
meat to all the beasts” (vs. 5). This
stands in vivid contrast to the True
Shepherd, the Lord, who comes to
rescue His sheep. God promises, “I
will seek out My sheep and deliver
them from all the places where they
were scattered in the cloudy and dark
day” (vs. 12). God says, “I will seek
that which was lost, and bring again
that which was driven away, and will
bind up that which was broken, and
will strengthen that which was sick”
(vs. 16). These attributes of a true
shepherd emphasize God’s leader-
ship and His providence, a prevalent
theme in Psalm 23.

In Psalm 23, the theme of leadership
and providence constitutes power as
service. The psalm reveals that power
is constituted by acts of loving- kind-
ness and mercy to the vulnerable or
those in need or people entrusted to
our care. The world will become a
community of agape love when the
way the least are treated becomes the
norm of Christian action or ministry.

Psalm 23 connects David’s world to
our day. The sufferings borne by the
least of the brothers and sisters in Christ
summon the Christian church to be an
authentic and faithful witness of the
Word of God. The church cannot preach
acts of loving-kindness to the hungry,
the thirsty, the imprisoned, to mention a
few, unless it too is a church in mission
that bears these same sufferings. 

Many times in the Gospels, Jesus
spoke of Himself as Shepherd and
taught His disciples how to be like
Him. He had compassion on the
crowds when they were like sheep
without a shepherd (Matt. 9:36). He
sent disciples to seek out “the lost
sheep of the house of Israel” (10:6)
and urged them to leave the ninety-
nine sheep who are safe to seek out
the lost one (18:10-14). 

What stands out most vividly in the

Meditations in Psalms

The True Shepherd
BY CYRIL LATZOO, PH.D.

Gospels is not other-worldly visions of
eternal glory or unrelenting damnation
but the faces of the hungry, thirsty, im-
migrant, naked, sick, and incarcerated
children of God. This list underscores
that God is present and unavoidable at
every turn in those crying out for a
shepherd. As often as God’s church
responds to these children in the way
the Good and True Shepherd did, God
is glorified.

When the church of God shines
forth the love of Jesus to the poor and
the needy, its aim is not to receive
publicity or become rich and famous.
Rather, it is living its call to be of serv-
ice to the world. What holds this call to
service together is the church’s focus,
which is on others. It pulls God’s
church out of self-centeredness and
self-absorption. In doing so, the
church here on earth serves others,
not just themselves.

Most churches today face a sub-
stantial inconsistency. They pronounce
that caring for the poor and vulnerable
is a core value, yet they do not always
live up to that statement. Churches and
church leaders have made public dec-
larations about injustice, care for immi-
grants and the homeless, and other hu-
man rights issues.

Yet there is sometimes a discon-
nection between what is stated and
what is actually done. Being con-
cerned for the needy seems to be a
marginal issue in many churches.
There has been a reduction in many
churches of designating expenses for
battle against violations of human
rights, even amid very public condem-
nations throughout the world.

The Good Shepherd calls those who
claim Him as Lord of their lives to be
witnesses of His grace by bringing jus-
tice and relief to the downtrodden. True
servants of the Lord respond in love to
the outstretched hands of the poor and
vulnerable in homeless shelters, class-
rooms, prison cells, halfway houses,
and so on. Shepherd Christians show
how Christ is Lord as they disciple oth-
ers “in the paths of righteousness for
His name’s sake” (Ps. 23:3). �
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trate the grace of God: for if right-
eousness come by the law, then Christ
is dead in vain” (Gal. 2:21). Our eternal
salvation is something only God can
accomplish.

In the great book of Romans, Paul
showed that Jesus is the fulfillment of
God’s covenant promises. This is seen
in the phrase “righteousness of God”
which is also found in Romans 3:22,
where we find “faith of Jesus Christ.”
The word “righteousness” is also con-
nected with faithfulness in the Old Tes-
tament when describing God’s
covenant faithfulness. In this line of
thought, Romans 3:22, Galatians 2:16,
and 3:22 flow extremely well. We were
condemned by the law of the Old Tes-
tament, but Christ fulfilled the require-
ments of the law on our behalf. That is
grace, and we are saved by grace alone.

Still, the second interpretation also
matches well with this phrase. Yes, we
are saved by the work of Christ alone,
but God calls us to faith in His Son in
order to receive it. Romans 1:16-17
speaks of the righteousness of God
and salvation being “to every one that
believeth.” Galatians 2:16 states that
we are justified “by the faith of Jesus
Christ,” but it also states that it is those
who “have believed in Jesus Christ.”
Paul further wrote in Galatians 3:22, 26
that we receive this gift of salvation
through belief or faith in Jesus Christ. 

It is not a stretch to say that we see
a beautiful salvation in this way, given
to us as a gift through His Son’s faith-
fulnesss to the covenant and received
by faith in Jesus. �

If you have a question about the
Bible that you would like us to an-
swer, please send it to: Bible Book-
mark, Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box
6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
email us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subjectline: Bible Book-
mark).

Q. What does the phrase “Faith of Je-
sus Christ” mean in Romans 3:22,
Galatians 2:16, and 3:22?
A. The Apostle Paul was fluent in the
ancient Greek language that was used
in the New Testament. He would cre-
ate words and phrases that were full of
meaning and hijack other words, such
as the Greek word for “gospel,” and
use it for Christ’s glory. 

Because of the heavy meaning
found in many of Paul’s phrases, we
have to intently divide the Scriptures
to find the truest meanings. Paul’s
words and phrases have to be looked
at individually, like building blocks. We
see the finished product (a passage of
Scripture), but to fully appreciate it, we
have to take into account each build-
ing block. A case in point is the unique
Pauline phrase “faith of Jesus Christ.”

Typically, this is seen solely by some
as a translation issue. In each of the
three passages where this phrase is
found, Paul was talking about salva-
tion. The question basically comes
down to whether Paul was implying
that people are saved by the faithful-
ness of Jesus Christ or saved by faith
in Jesus Christ. Also, if we say that
phrase means one of those two, could
it also mean the other at the same time?

Once we answer what both inter-
pretations entail, then it becomes very
easy to see that Paul very well could
have intended both. This would make
the phrase very rich theologically. Sal-
vation comes as a paradox, solely
through the faithfulness of Christ, but
it comes also, to those who come to
faith in Jesus Christ.

We can be sure that Paul wanted us
to know that we are saved or justified
by no work of our own. For example,
in the same books that these phrases
are found, Paul wrote, “For the wages
of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. 6:23) and “I do not frus-

Death and
Triumph

Beneath the burning Eastern sun,
In midday’s awful heat,

A Form was hanging in its pain,
With bleeding hands and feet.

It was the pure and holy One—
In Him no sin was found,

But with the sin of all the world
His holy brow was crowned.

They buried Him in Joseph’s 
tomb—

A borrowed tomb—for He
Became a pauper, that through

Him
From sin we might be free.

But then—oh, glory!—secretly
He burst the seal of man

And left the city of the dead—
He’d wrought redemption’s plan.

The seal of mortal man was there;
It was upon the stone

Before the door, to keep Him in—
In this their fear was shown.

But, hallelujah, out He came,
With keys of death and hell!

The sleeping guard was largely paid
A crafty lie to tell.

But what of it? Immortal Christ
In triumph overcame

The pow’r of Satan, death, and
hell—

Oh, praise His peerless Name!

He lives! He lives! No more to die!
He’s conquered ev’ry foe;

And when the “trump of God” shall
sound,

Up through the clouds we’ll go,

To meet Him in the air, to be
Forever with Him, where

The Lamb is all the light, and love
Shall rule that City square. �

—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.

Bible Bookmark

Faith of Jesus Christ
BY JEREMY KAMER, TH.D.
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IN her seventies and limited by chron-
ic illness and pain, Judy Edinger is

a very busy woman for the kingdom of
Christ. She loves and serves women
who are hurt, rejected, and victimized
by others or by their own wrong choic-
es. Judy is a missionary, but her depth
of understanding comes from experi-
ence rather than just sympathy.

The director of Handi*Vangelism
Ministries International, the missions
organization in which Judy serves, re-
cently told her, “I believe it is time for
you to sit down and write your story . . .
it has been amazing to see how He
(God) has worked in you and then
through you to help so many.”

Judy hesitated. “Who in the world
would want to read my story?” 

He responded, “The way you help
people is like breathing to you—you
don’t think about it. You just do it! So I
am sure the Holy Spirit will bring things
to your mind that He wants in the story.”

The next day, Judy came across
Psalm 105:1: “O give thanks unto the
Lord; call upon his name: make known
his deeds among the people.” She
knew God wanted her to tell her story;
but how and to whom?

One week later, she received an e-
mail, asking if she would be willing to
share her story with you.

Judy’s past carries much pain, but
God has covered and surrounded that
pain with His grace and created a
pearl of great price. As Judy says, “My
life is evidence of God’s healing and
salvation. And He is the One I praise.”

This is Judy’s story. She is the oldest
child in a family of six children. Her par-
ents had grown up in non-Christian
homes. Her mother was an angry, vio-
lent woman who cursed a lot and
called her children names. She was an
alcoholic and was addicted to pre-
scription drugs. Judy’s dad was a hard
worker but was emotionally detached
from his children and often was in-
volved in his own things like sports,
hunting, or fishing. When Judy was
born, her father was so disappointed
she was not a boy that he walked out
of the hospital and did not return until

A German couple that lived in her
area liked Judy and wanted to help
her. They knew Judy loved studying
law, so they approached her parents
and told them they would pay for her
entire law education. Her parents said,
“No. We don’t believe in women going
to college. She is the oldest, and she
must get a job and work so the boys
can go to college.” 

Judy was devastated. Instead of the
education she wanted, she had to get
a job at seventeen. She began drink-
ing alcohol around that time; but no
matter how much she drank during the
week or on the weekend, she always
managed to get to work. She knew her
mother would kick her out of the
house if she did not pay her weekly
board money.

Over the next few years, the lies
Judy believed infiltrated her choices
and finally her behaviors. She became
an alcoholic. Because she believed
that she had no value and that no one
would ever want to marry her, she was
not very choosy about the kinds of
men she dated. She met one man who
she thought really loved her and often
said he loved her, but he became quite
abusive. When Judy became preg-
nant, he told her that he would think
about marrying her if the baby was a
boy. But if it was a girl, he said he
would leave. A baby girl was born, and
the man left as he had promised. He
left them both. Judy was a confused
and hurt unmarried mother and a lost
sinner. No one reached out to try to
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Pearls from Pain
BY KIMBERLY RAE

it was time to take her home
seven days later. 

Judy suffered abuse start-
ing at the age of five, includ-
ing having several broken
bones that were left to heal
on their own. Once when her
collar bone was damaged,
though it was terribly painful,
she was told to stop crying
and being such a baby. The
abuse caused internal in-
juries that have affected
Judy throughout life.

She was also emotionally
and verbally abused, being constantly
told she was ugly, stupid, and that she
could not ever do anything right. 

The abuse shattered Judy’s confi-
dence and self-image and gave her a
very wrong view of God, others, and
her own value. She believed that God
did not care about her or what was
happening in her life. She wondered
whether God loved her at all since her
life was so horrible.

The lies and hurts Judy experienced
through words and actions affected
her choices and her beliefs as she
grew up. She believed she could not
trust God, and she considered people
in authority to be dangerous. She be-
lieved that everything wrong was her
fault. She felt worthless. 

Sadly, during Judy’s teen years,
things got worse instead of better.
When Judy was fourteen, a longtime
friend of her father’s assaulted her.
When her parents found out, they
blamed Judy. They told her that it was
not a big deal and that she should just
forget about it. She received no med-
ical attention or counseling, and the
man who attacked her was never pun-
ished for his crime.

Judy thought her life had no value.
People did terrible things, and no one
cared about justice, not even God.

She had one escape—school. While
reading or studying at school, Judy
could imagine she was part of some
other family with some other life. She
poured most of her time and energy
into schoolwork. 

Al and Judy Edinger
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“These problems limit me at times
because of how easily I tire and how I
often need to just rest,” said Judy. “If I
am dealing with any respiratory is-
sues, then I can’t always do the inner-
city work because of the infection risk
to me. 

“I have chosen not to look at these
as ‘limitations’ but opportunities.
Sometimes when I can’t be as active
as I would prefer, I have more time to
read God’s Word, meditate, and jour-
nal, more time for deeper prayer not
only for myself but also for others,
and opportunities for e-mails, phone
calls, cards of encouragement, and
so on.” 

Are there lessons to be learned by
living with chronic health problems?
Judy thinks so. Here is her list:
• God is sovereign, and His agenda is

the only one that will matter for eter-
nity.

• Enjoy the times of being still. As we
surrender to God’s schedule for us,
He draws us deeper into a more in-
timate relationship with Him. 

• If we are willing, the process teach-
es us to be content in all circum-
stances. 

• Be creative and see what God
wants us to accomplish at all times. 

• Choose joy! As Barbara Johnson
wrote years ago, “Stick a geranium
in your hat and be happy.” Judy has
learned to love geraniums! 
Judy stated, “I have been through

many life experiences. Some of them
have been very painful. Some were of
my own making, and others resulted
from people violating God’s Word. But
God has continually revealed His love,
grace, mercy and kindness to me
through this journey.

“No matter what lies ahead, my
prayer is that I will run the race well
and keep my eyes fixed on the Author
and Finisher of my faith” (cf. Heb.
12:2).

Judy Edinger has allowed God to
take the pain of her past and make her
into a pearl. She has a heart that loves,
hands that serve, and a ministry that
reaches to women where they are—
afraid, hurt, often hopeless, and think-
ing that no one loves them—but does
not leave them there.

She concluded, “God doesn’t waste
anything in our lives. Even what the en-
emy might have wanted to use for evil
God can redeem and use for His glory.
My story is evidence of that.” �

hurting women (cf. John 17:3-4; Acts
20:24). REST Ministries offers hope to
the hurting, abused, and addicted in
the church and on the street. It is now
one of the departments of Handi*Van-
gelism Ministries International (P.O.
Box 122, Akron, Pennsylvania 17501-
0122; call 717-859-4777 or e-mail at
info@hvmi.org). Judy’s husband, Al, is
very supportive and serves with her,
using the gifts God has given him.

Though Judy’s earthly family was
not supportive of her faith—seeing her
as a “religious fanatic—”Judy was
blessed to be mentored and discipled
by a mature missionary woman who
still cares for her and prays for her and
her work. When Judy transitioned to
full-time ministry, her Christian broth-
ers and sisters filled in the void left by
her earthly family, being very support-
ive of her and what God had called her
to do.

Judy shares God’s message of
restoration in many ways. One of
those ways is through a workshop
called “Bridge to Restoration” for
which she helped write material. Judy
has shared this workshop in numerous
countries around the world. Currently,
Judy serves at a Christ-centered
women’s home in the inner city. She
also serves with an anti-trafficking
coalition. 

Judy said, “I have been called by
God to share His truths with His peo-
ple and challenge them to understand
and reach out to disciple the hurting,
abused, addicted, imprisoned, and
trafficked to make the church a safe
place for them. I want to disciple those
He sends to me and help them grow in
the grace and knowledge of Christ”
(cf. Matt. 28:18-20; Col. 1:28-29;
II Pet. 3:18).

Judy continues to face struggles.
Old and new health problems now
keep her from doing as much as she
would like, but they also keep her con-
stantly needing the Lord’s wisdom and
help. Judy has suffered from arthritis
in many parts of her body since age
twenty-eight. Because of three previ-
ous bleeding ulcers, she is unable to
take anti-inflammatory medications
and can only try to treat the pain with
ice, heat, rest, and acetaminophen. 

Judy also has asthma-COPD, en-
dures chronic congestion, tends to get
bronchitis, deals with digestive prob-
lems, and current testing has shown
that her blood is not producing
enough antibodies for her body to
fight infections. 

help. On the contrary, many people
treated her terribly. One woman tried
to get her fired from her job. Others
sent hate mail with letters cut out of
magazines and glued to sheets of pa-
per, calling her terrible names.

It was a very painful time in Judy’s
life. Although she was depressed and
did not want to live, she knew she
could not kill herself because no one
would take care of her baby girl. She
decided to stay alive and do her best
to take care of her daughter. 

Looking back now, Judy can see
that even in the worst times, when she
was not seeking Him, God was watch-
ing over her. He had removed the abu-
sive man from her life. He provided a
good job for her, and a couple down
the street offered to watch her daugh-
ter while she worked.

A man named Al, who treated her
with kindness, came into Judy’s life.
He respected her, listened to her, and
cared about her feelings. Though she
still drank heavily, Judy and Al were
married after six months. 

After moving to their home, Judy
and Al were visited by a local pastor.
As they talked, the pastor asked them,
“If you were to die tonight, where
would you go?” 

They said they thought they would
go to heaven but were not sure. “Why
do you believe God would allow you
into heaven?” the pastor asked.

Again, Judy and Al did not have a
sure answer.

The pastor shared John 1:12 and
Ephesians 2:8-9 from the Bible. He
told them that salvation was a gift to
be received. Judy had grown up
Catholic, and it was a new truth to her
that salvation was something God
gave through Jesus rather than some-
thing earned. She and Al prayed and
asked Jesus to come into their lives.
They started attending church and a
Bible study to learn more about the
Lord and how to live for Him.

Over the next few years, Judy and Al
served in their church in many min-
istries. At first, they served out of the
old desire to earn God’s salvation; but
over time, they grew to understand
what it meant to serve God because
they loved Him and were called by Him
into His work.

In 1990, the Lord called Judy and
another woman to begin REST Min-
istries (Restoration, Encouragement,
and Support through Truth). Judy still
serves in that ministry today. She
knows God has called her to work with



28 (92)

DR. JOHN SPROULE may not be a
household name, but his lifetime

of ministry continues to bear fruit
through the labors of his students. His
words are read every day by thou-
sands of people who may never real-
ize his significance.

His accomplishments in ministry
and theological education are impres-
sive and were, frankly, unlikely for
someone who did not attend seminary
until age thirty-eight.

Sproule was born in Toledo, Ohio, in
1927. He served in the United States
Army in Greece before choosing to
study electrical engineering at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky. He spent eleven
years at General Motors and assisted
in the creation of the T56 turboprop
engine, which is used in C-130 military
aircraft.

In 1965, Sproule made the life-alter-
ing decision to return to school and
prepare for ministry at Dallas Theolog-
ical Seminary, where he earned a mas-
ter of theology degree in 1969. 

That enabled him to teach at South-
eastern Bible College in Birmingham,
Alabama, from 1970 to 1976. He was
called that year to Grace Theological
Seminary in Winona Lake, Indiana,
where he taught for ten years, also re-
ceiving his doctor of theology degree
in 1981. Sproule additionally served as
the chairman of the Department of
New Testament and Greek.

Sproule concluded his teaching
ministry at Washington Bible College
and Capital Bible Seminary in Lan-
ham, Maryland. He served as the
school’s president during the final
three years of his tenure (1991—1994).

His wife, Ginny (Virginia), served in
student personnel services at the col-
lege and seminary during their time
there.

Upon retirement from Christian
higher education, Sproule founded Dr.
John Sproule Ministries, Inc., reaching
audiences around the world until
health prevented him from continuing
to travel and speak in 2011.

Longtime friend Jimmy Dean Brown
remembers hearing Sproule speak be-

fore a Gideon’s convention in New Or-
leans, where his life was greatly im-
pacted.

“I first met him at Southeastern
Bible College,” said Brown. “He was a
great friend of mine. He was a great
Bible scholar.

“He was so accomplished in Bible.
Wherever he was, he was outstand-
ing,” Brown stated. “He was proficient
in Greek. When he read out of a Bible,
he read the Greek text.”

Sproule’s greatest achievement in
ministry and theology was arguably
serving as the principal translator for the
book of Romans in the New King James
Version of the Bible (Nelson, 1982).

One of Sproule’s professors in his
doctoral program and also his col-
league for ten years, at Grace Theo-
logical Seminary was Dr. John Whit-
comb. As chairman of the Department
of Christian Theology and Apologet-
ics, Whitcomb leaned heavily on
Sproule and Dr. Wayne Knife (chair-
man of the Department of Old Testa-
ment and Hebrew) during turbulent
times at the school.

Whitcomb remembered Sproule
and his wife, Ginny, by offering this
tribute following their deaths: “During
the years Dr. Sproule served as chair-
man of the Department of New Testa-
ment and Greek at Grace Seminary,
we experienced many times of spiritu-
al fellowship. John and Ginny were
such an encouragement to Norma and
me as we ministered together at our
beloved school. When he became the
president of Washington Bible College
and Capital Bible Seminary, our op-
portunities to share in the study and
teaching of God’s Word continued
from time to time. God provided even
more such times when he retired and
moved to Calera, Alabama. After sev-
eral years of physical decline, John
and Ginny entered the presence of
their Lord, ‘which is far better’ than re-
maining here (Phil. 1:23). Blessed
memories of these dear servants of
Christ our Savior.”

John Sproule died on October 2,
2014, after suffering with heart dis-

ease. Ginny died on October 20, 2014. 
“Ginny Sproule and I were friends the

moment she and John entered our front
door for a weekend visit,” Mrs. Norma
Whitcomb wrote after the Sproules’
deaths. “Ginny took a warm interest in
everyone, and she never forgot them.
She loved them, prayed for them, and
was always ready to chat with them.
She rested in the will of her heavenly
Father, whom she dearly loved—a
wonderful testimony and example.”

One of the Sproules’ daughters, Su-
san, died at age six in 1962. Their oth-
er daughter, Lynne, summed up her
parents’ influence upon her life as fol-
lows: “My parents were great exam-
ples of loyalty and faithfulness to Jesus
Christ, each in their own relationship to
Him. They taught me how important
God’s Word was to memorize and hide
in my heart. My mother’s heart of com-
passion and extroverted personality
were delightful, and my father, by his
own example, taught me that it takes a
lot of hard work to do your best, but the
effort is worth it because you know you
are pleasing the Lord. I watched him
talk to many a student, and with each
one he would smile broadly during his
communication with them and always
leave them with a word of encourage-
ment. His passion for Christ and
preaching the truth of the gospel was
so evident that some of his Grace
Seminary students would remember
him saying on occasion with his right
fist raised, ‘Above all else men, preach
Christ, preach Christ!’”

In announcing the dissolution of Dr.
John Sproule Ministries, Inc., early in
2011, the directors issued this state-
ment regarding John and Ginny
Sproule: “Their ministry has greatly
impacted the lives of men and women
for decades, and only the Lord Jesus
Christ knows the fullness of His mis-
sion in their lives for an eternity.”

Donations in memory of Sproule
may be given to a Capital Region
Scholarshare fund at Lancaster Bible
College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, of
which Capital Seminary is now the
graduate division. �
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Dr. John Sproule: Theological Scholar and Mentor
BY PAUL J. SCHARF, M.DIV.



A
Temporary

Stay

BY RUTH COLLINS

TWO-YEAR-OLD Belle was staying
with us, her grandparents, for a

couple of days. It was her first time to
be away from her parents overnight,
her first time to stay with us. Living fif-
teen miles away makes it difficult to
spend time with Grandpa and Grand-
ma. 

Belle’s three cousins, who were
girls, lived next door to us. Chloe and
Belle were the same age. Chloe and
her sisters had lots of toys, plus play-
ground equipment and a swimming
pool outside. There was no problem
keeping Belle busy and happy. She
talked exceptionally well for her age
and had no problem making us un-
derstand her needs and wants. Two
or three times each day she would
ask, “Where is my mommy and dad-
dy?” We told her, as they did before
they left, that they were going to a
meeting and would be back to get her
in a couple of days. She repeated
what we told her, as she did every-
thing she heard, and seemed con-
tent. 

The night before they were to return,
I told her that her parents would be
back tomorrow. I told her that they
would all start for home tomorrow.
“No, I will stay at Chloe’s house” was

grieve as those who have no hope
(I Thess. 4:13). Perhaps we need to re-
member Belle’s experience the next
time death takes away a much-loved
family member or friend. We who are
leaving will gladly say good-bye when
we see Christ. 

The Bible’s description of heaven is
what we need to often remind our-
selves of. Before Jesus ascended up
to heaven, He told His followers that
He was going to prepare a place for
them, that in His Father’s house were
many mansions. Since God’s original
creation was very good, should we not
expect the best for what He is prepar-
ing for us in heaven? 

“We shall be like him,” we are told in
I John 3:2. In Revelation 22:4, we are
told that we will see His face. We are
promised no more sorrow, pain, cry-
ing, and death. Rather, we are prom-
ised eternal joy. That alone makes
heaven beyond compare to anything
we have known on earth. 

I am glad that Jesus told us how we
could be sure of living with Him in
heaven. I am glad that He was willing
to pay the penalty for our sins and that
He promised eternal life with Him to all
who would acknowledge their need of
Him as Saviour and Lord. This prom-
ise is given to us in one verse, in what
some call “the Bible in a nutshell.”
“For God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16).

I wrote a poem called “A Country
Called Heaven,” which reminds me life
is temporary. The words of it may be
sung to the tune of “Get the Bible
Reading Habit.” I sing them often to
remind me that a far better life awaits
me and all who put their trust in Jesus
alone for eternal life with Him. 

Let me tell you of a country
Where there are no tears or heartaches,
Where no one will suffer pain or die,

Where the people never tire and they never grow
older.

Never have to say good-bye.
No one ever does a wrong.

In all hearts there is a song,
For in that land there is no sin.

Trust in Jesus as your Saviour,
And you will live forever.

Live in heaven with the King of kings. �
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her reply. Reminders that she would
be happy to see her uncle Bill, who
lived with them, and her dog, Indy,
brought the same response. 

I was a little worried that her par-
ents would feel rejected when they
returned. But there was no need for
worry. Belle was playing in the yard
with Chloe and her two sisters when
her parents walked in sight of the
play area the following day. Belle’s
eyes grew big, and her little legs car-
ried her quickly to her daddy’s out-
stretched arms. Turning to her
cousins and the play yard, where she
had been having so much fun for two
days, she waved and called, “Bye-
bye!” There was no need to turn
back. 

I could not help wondering whether
those who have trusted in Christ alone
for salvation will have a similar experi-
ence when it comes time to leave this
world and see their Saviour face-to-
face. 

Sometimes it does not look to me
that that will be true. Like Belle, we
believers often say by our actions,
“We want to stay here a little longer.”
We do not want to be separated from
a loved one, either by a tragedy or a
long illness. We become very at-
tached to the pleasures this world of-
fers us. We enjoy the family and
friends God has given us. This is all
natural. 

The Bible tells us that death is our
enemy (cf. I Cor. 15:26). We grieve
when it comes our way. But the Bible
also tells us that believers do not
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THE Scudder family, formerly of
Freehold Township, New Jersey,

has left behind a truly amazing legacy
of missionary service. I first became
interested in the Scudder family of
missionaries by reading about the
most famous of the Scudders—Dr. Ida
Scudder (1870-1960), who gave fifty
years of service in India as a mission-
ary physician and surgeon. 

Ida Scudder was a third-generation
missionary. Her grandfather, Rev. Dr.
John Scudder Sr. (1793-1855), started
the missionary tradition in the family,
serving in Ceylon for nineteen years
and later in India as the country’s first
American medical missionary. He him-
self started a large hospital and estab-
lished a printing press for the printing
of Scriptures and gospel booklets in
the Tamil language. 

John Scudder heard God’s call to be
a missionary after reading a booklet he
noticed on the table of a patient’s home
where he served as a physician in New
York City. The booklet by two mission-
aries in Bombay, “The Conversion of
the Word, or the Claims of Six Hundred
Million,” argued that the church had
both the ability and the responsibility to
bring the gospel to the six hundred mil-
lion unreached people of the world. 

After reading the booklet, Scudder
wondered why someone did not do
something about this need. The
thought Why shouldn’t I? quickly
flashed into his mind. He bowed his
head at that moment and asked God
what He would have him to do. 

After he shared his experience with
his wife, Harriet, she prayed about it for
some weeks and then agreed. John
was twenty-five years old at that time.

Not only did John respond to the
missionary call and lead his family to
do so, but he also became a tireless
distributor of gospel literature for the
rest of his life. In addition, he wrote
several books of missionary stories for

children. The first was titled Dr. Scud-
der’s Tales for Little Readers About the
Heathen (1849), and the other was Dr.
Scudder’s Appeal to the Children and
Youth of the United States in Behalf of
the Heathen World (1846).

During 1842 through 1846, John Sr.
visited the United States due to poor
health. He sought to rouse the interest
of Christians and churches in mission-
ary work but eventually gave up on
adults, who were hardened in pursuit of
their own interests. John became con-
vinced that he could accomplish more
by appealing to the next generation, and
he avidly sought out Sunday schools
and other opportunities to challenge
children to missionary work. Many were
roused to give their meager savings to
missions, and many traced their call to
missionary service to hearing Dr. John
Scudder when they were children.

John and his wife, Harriet, had four-
teen children. Ten survived to adult-
hood and one, Samuel, died in univer-
sity while preparing for missionary
service. Eight of the remaining chil-
dren all became medical missionaries
to India. His six surviving sons, like
himself, became doctors and used
their skills to witness for Christ. 

Harriet was a woman of prayer who
prayed first of all for her own children.
Although the family left a legacy of four
generations of missionary service, all
her children had not yet come to Christ
before her death. In her will, Harriet
named children for whose salvation
she was still praying and begged them
to give their lives to Christ. All eventu-
ally did so and went beyond that to
take the message of salvation in Christ
to countless others in India.

Ida was the child of John’s youngest
son, Rev. Dr. John Scudder Jr. He
served with his wife, Sophia, in India
for thirty-nine years, and three of his
children, including Ida, also became
missionaries.

Ida lived in India until she was about
five years old. Then she was left in the
United States to complete her educa-
tion in Northfield, Massachusetts. As a
young girl in India, she had seen times
of great famine and hardship and was
troubled by all the sick and starving
people. She vowed never to return to
India and never to become a mission-
ary. After graduation from Northfield
Seminary, she received word from her
father that her mother was very sick.
They needed Ida’s help in India. She
agreed to go back for a time, only un-
til her mother was better.

One night, three young husbands
came to her door, one by one, each in
turn pleading for her to help his young
wife suffering in difficult childbirths.
Ida explained that she had no medical
training and knew nothing about child-
birth. She offered the services of her
father, but the young men, two Hindu
and one Muslim, could not allow an-
other man to see their wives. Sadly,
each of them turned away, resigned to
the inevitable death that must follow,
since no medical care was available
that was acceptable to them.

In the morning, Ida learned that all
three young wives had died during the
night. After a struggle in prayer, she re-
alized that God had shown her a spe-
cific problem and a way to help. Her
path had been made clear. She knew
she had to return to the United States,
not to lead a life of comfort, but to
study to become a doctor and then re-
turn to India as a missionary to use her
medical skills to help Indian women in
the name of Christ. She studied first at
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one thousand years and counting of
missionary service! It caused me to
give serious thought to what kinds of
prayers I should be offering for my own
family. Then I read in Jared Bell Water-
bury’s Memoir of the Rev. John Scud-
der, M.D.: Thirty-six Years Missionary in
India (Forgotten Books) that someone
asked Harriet Scudder whether she
had prayed that all her sons would be-
come missionaries. “Yes,” she an-
swered, “it has been my constant
prayer that they might all come to this
land to preach the Gospel” once they
were prepared and fitted for the work. 

In the memoir, Waterbury also wrote
that “Dr. Scudder and his wife regard-
ed themselves and all theirs as conse-
crated to Christ and to the upbuilding
of his kingdom.” How God honored
that consecration! 

In 1849, John Sr. wrote Dr. Scud-
der’s Tales for Little Readers, About
the Heathen. In its preface, he stated
that while the book is aimed toward
children, if the eyes of any parent
should fall on it, he would ask them
whether they do not have even one
child to dedicate to missionary work. 

As I read this work, each chapter be-
ginning with “My dear children,” I
imagined it was much like the teaching
he probably gave his own children,
simple straightforward language they
could easily understand. In it he helped
children in America see how the lives
of children in India were devastated
through the teachings of Hinduism and
held before them the hope they can
find in Jesus Christ if only there are suf-
ficient messengers to tell them.

Before he went on to glory, John Sr.
wrote another book to the children of his
own church group, the Dutch Re-
formed, telling them to be thankful that
they have the Bible so that they know
not to worship idols. He also pointed out
that they give their hearts to the Saviour,
pray for those without Christ, give mon-
ey to help reach them, and that they also
become missionaries to tell others
about Christ. The book is written as a
series of letters, each talking about a
different idol and coming back to the
same theme, urging children to pray
morning and night for the lost, to give,
and to offer themselves as missionaries.

When I think how many messengers
this one family contributed to the mis-
sionary cause, I cannot help wonder-
ing how quickly the message would
spread if many of us prayed for our
families and gave such an example of
consecrated service as they did. �

According to The Dictionary of Indi-
an Biography, nine children and nine
grandchildren of John Scudder were
associated with the Arcot Mission
(Buckland, Swan Sonneschein). The
family monument in New Brunswick,
New Jersey, says, “[God] gave to Dr.
Scudder the desire of his heart in call-
ing all his offspring, sons and daugh-
ters, to the missionary work in India.” 

Ida’s brother, Dr. John Scudder, was
one of the few Scudders who did not
become a missionary, but he special-
ized in blood transfusion and worked
with Dr. Charles Drew to establish a
plasma transfusion project that saved
many lives during World War II.

Some members of the family be-
came pastors in the United States
when their health failed overseas. John
Sr.’s son, Henry Martyn Scudder, was
one who did that, holding pastorates in
San Francisco, California, Brooklyn,
New York, and Chicago, Illinois. 

However, the Scudder family’s
biggest contributions were overseas.
Today the Vellore Christian Medical
Center, started by Ida Scudder, just
one of several family members who
started clinics and hospitals, is one of
the largest hospitals and medical
training centers in India. It presently
serves over two million patients a year
in the name of Jesus Christ. Not only
that, it has also been a pioneer in de-
veloping several innovative types of
surgery, including reconstructive sur-
gery for leprosy patients.

As I think about the links in this
amazing chain of sacrifice and service,
I wonder about the man who left the
missionary booklet on his table, where
it attracted the attention of Dr. John
Scudder Sr. I wonder whether that
man ever had any idea that his small
act was the start of such an outpour-
ing of love to Hindus, Muslims, and
others needing Christ in so many
countries.

I think about John Sr. and his wife,
Harriet. Was it only their prayers and the
example of their poured-out lives that
caused their children to also pursue
missionary careers? How did they teach
their children about these issues? What
did they discuss in their home? 

I am sure they prayed for their chil-
dren’s salvation. But did they pray
specifically that God would use them
and their family for many generations
to come? I surmise this must have
been the case. 

Surely, they must have done a good
deal right to have left a legacy of over

the Women’s Medical College of
Pennsylvania (1895), and then was
one of the first women admitted to
study medicine at Cornell Medical
College. She received her M.D. in
1899 and was back in India by 1900. 

Ida also pioneered the idea of train-
ing Indian women as doctors to serve
other women and developed some of
the first traveling clinics to bring med-
ical care to the multitudes. She be-
came a skilled surgeon, daring to at-
tempt operations others feared. Like
her grandfather, whenever Ida saw a
need, she sought under God’s direc-
tion to find a way to meet it.

Except for a few furloughs, Ida
spent the rest of her life in India and re-
tired there at the age of seventy-five,
still active in the affairs of the mission
and church.

Ida was just one of forty-two Scud-
ders who served as missionaries in the
four generations following John Scud-
der Sr. Most served in India but also in
Japan, Ceylon, Iraq, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Turkey, Cyprus, and Tanzania.

One of the Scudder women, Ethel,
married a doctor interested in mission-
ary work in Arabia. They studied Ara-
bic in Jerusalem and served in several
Muslim Middle Eastern countries in the
1930s. Another couple of Scudders of
the third generation joined them and
worked in the first hospital in Kuwait.

Many of the family served as mis-
sionary doctors and were also active
in preparation of Christian literature.
The oldest son of John Sr., Henry Mar-
tyn Scudder, prepared books and
tracts in Sanskrit, Tamil, and Telugu
and was instrumental in the revision of
the Tamil Bible, as was the third son,
Jared Waterbury Scudder.

Ida S. Scudder, 1899
(Published before 1923 and public domain in the U.S.)
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THROUGHOUT the Bible, we can
read about God doing miraculous

things. The sick were healed, the lame
were made whole, and the dead were
raised. Many people today forget
about the healing miracles and amaz-
ing things that God can do. They often
look at all the bad things that are hap-
pening and forget to see the good that
is happening every single day. Jenna
and Justin were able to see God’s
healing and answered prayers in their
own lives.

Justin was born and raised in the
farm fields of Pennsylvania. His par-
ents were Christians who made him go
to church on a regular basis. As many
children brought up in the church do,
he behaved one way with his church
friends and another way with his non-
believing friends. 

Also raised by a Christian family,
Jenna was born in Canada but
moved to Michigan and attended a
Christian high school. By the young
age of twelve, Jenna was growing in
the Lord and living a life dedicated to
Him. 

Both Jenna and Justin attended
Cedarville University in Ohio. In the
summer after Justin’s freshman year
at college, he decided to dedicate his
life to God; the very next year, during
their sophomore year at Cedarville,
Jenna and Justin went on a blind
date. On this date they realized they
both had a passion for missions
abroad.

Justin grew up with influences in
the mission field from his mom; she
would take short-term trips to Haiti.
Justin’s family also had international
pastors as guests in their home. 

Jenna was also exposed to mis-
sions at an early age. Her church often
had missionaries that would visit, and
she became close with some of the
missionary children. 

During college, Justin went on
short-term missions trips to Iraq and
Uganda. Jenna also went on short-
term missions trips to Mexico and the
Dominican Republic. With the gifts
God had blessed them with, they both
were determined to become mission-

aries themselves. The
rest is history. They
dated, married, and
started their journey to-
gether.

Justin and Jenna
might appear to be a
typical American fami-
ly; they have two lovely
young daughters, Aria
and Colette, with an-
other baby on the way.
But this young couple
and their children do
not live in a small house
in suburbia with a white
picket fence. They are
missionaries in West Africa, serving
the people of Cote d’Ivoire, or Ivory
Coast (officially the Republic of Cote
d’Ivoire). 

Justin is involved in training pastors
for ministry because in Cote d’Ivoire,
there is a significant need for pastors.
There are many churches, but there is
only one fourth of the amount of pas-
tors needed to properly lead these
churches. Their mission is also to
reach one of the more than sixty peo-
ple groups that have not heard the
gospel in their language, the Dioula.
Jenna works with the people of Cote
d’Ivoire to provide them with medical
care.

One day, their lives serving in min-
istry took an unexpected turn as one
of their daughters began a fight for her
life, and Jenna and Justin looked to
God for healing.

As most parents know, diarrhea and
vomiting are very common among
young children. They also know that
children can be picky eaters. Colette,
Justin and Jenna’s youngest daughter,
was just two years old as of the writ-
ing of this article. Her illness started
one day with some diarrhea. This soon
led to vomiting for eighteen hours. Co-
lette had not been able to keep any
food or liquids down, so her parents
took her to a dispensary, not knowing
what to expect. She was started on a
treatment for malaria and for an infec-
tion, not knowing exactly what her
body was fighting. While someone is

on preventatives for malaria, it is com-
mon to have a negative (rapid) test for
malaria. With no answers and a very
tired little girl, they brought Colette
home to let the medicine work.

They put Colette down for a nap.
Soon Justin heard Colette crying, and
they went to check on her. As Jenna
was holding her, Colette began to go
into a major seizure and began having
difficulty breathing. Jenna and Justin
took her back to the dispensary, mak-
ing the fifteen- minute drive in ten min-
utes. When they arrived, there was not
a doctor available. A nurse put Colette
on oxygen, but they realized they
needed to take her to the hospital. 

At the hospital, Colette was stabi-
lized and then transported by her par-
ents to the mission’s hospital forty-five
minutes north. Because of the seizure,
it was now assumed that Colette had
cerebral malaria. This type of disease
mostly affects children, and if it is not
treated quickly, can lead to serious
complications and possibly death.
During the next three days, Colette did
not improve. She slept a majority of
the days and, when awake, had invol-
untary movements and absence
seizures (short periods of staring into
space).

Justin and Jenna stayed by Co-
lette’s side, continually praying for
God’s healing and guidance for their
little one while reaching out for prayers
from the Christian community.

Jenna soon noticed that Colette’s

Adults
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Jenna holding Colette
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healed by God thirty years earlier. Jen-
na and Justin allowed her to pray over
Colette. 

Colette continued to make small
steps to getting well while in Paris. Her
kidneys kept producing a small
amount of urine, her blood tests were
showing normal results, and she was
becoming more and more alert. She
began eating small amounts of food,
beginning with applesauce. It was the
first time she had eaten any food for
ten days. After such a long time of not
being able to be with Colette, Jenna
was finally allowed to hold her, and
Aria visited her as well. 

her new IV in with one try, and Colette
cried when she heard her mom’s voice
(indicating that she was alert).

Three days after making it to Abid-
jan, Jenna and Justin once again
made the difficult decision to move
Colette, this time to Paris, France, for
long-term care and access to dialysis.
There the doctors told them they be-
lieved Colette was suffering from He-
molytic Uremic Syndrome, which is a
disease caused by a form of E. coli
that produces toxins that attack the
red blood cells and platelets. The clus-
ters of broken-down cells and
platelets then make their way to small
blood vessels, clogging them up and
stopping blood flow to main organs,
initially the kidneys and often the
brain. The doctors promised they
would do everything they could but
could not promise a positive outcome
due to her severe condition.

Justin and Jenna reached out to
family and friends through social me-
dia, asking for specific healing for little
Colette. They knew that medicine
alone could not heal their little girl. Af-
ter waiting for days for an MRI to be
done (the machine was broken) her
brain scan came back clean. Nothing
was wrong with Colette’s brain even
after the massive seizures and being
infected with toxins from the dis-
ease—another miraculous sign that
God was watching over the little girl.

In Paris, God’s healing continued to
take place. Colette moved from a
continuous dialysis machine for her
kidneys to a large dialysis machine
after a failed attempt to jump-start
her kidneys by medicine. At that
point, her kidneys had not worked for
three weeks. The doctors said that
there was a very slim chance her kid-
neys would function properly after-
ward. But little by little, there was
continued improvements in her kid-
neys, they were making small
amounts of urine. 

Colette was stabilized with blood
transfusions, blood pressure medica-
tions, IV fluids, and antibiotics. She
was able to be taken off a ventilator.
Everyone praying for Colette around
the world was praising the Lord for her
improving health, especially her mom
and dad.

During this time, an American mis-
sionary who was in the area heard
about Colette and wanted to see her
for herself. She came to Justin and
Jenna and told them the story of her
litt le boy, who was miraculously

diapers were consistently dry. After an
insertion of a Foley catheter and an ul-
trasound for verification, it was deter-
mined that she had no urine in her
bladder. Their only option then was to
leave Cote d’Ivoire to have Colette’s
kidney dysfunction further assessed. 

Their evacuation flight was not able
to leave at 8:00 P.M. as planned. An
ambulance had to return them back to
the hospital, and they were resched-
uled to fly out the next morning at
8:00. While they waited, God provided
a former missionary doctor, who
checked on Colette’s condition and
spoke with the hospital staff. She was
in a very delicate state that required
the perfect balance of IV fluids to pro-
tect her heart and kidneys. Justin and
Jenna worried that Colette would not
make it through the night, but she did. 

Justin and Colette were flown to
Abidjan on the southern coast of Cote
d’ Ivoire. She did well on the flight
there and was very tired afterward.
When they landed, the ambulance that
was expected to meet them to trans-
port them to the hospital could not be
found. Justin and Colette got into a car
whose driver drove them around to
look for the ambulance. The car had
been sitting in the heat all day. The
heat caused her temperature to spike
and caused another seizure. They fi-
nally found the ambulance and rushed
Colette to the hospital. 

Upon arrival, Colette was taken to
triage. She was sedated, and she was
to be tested for meningitis. A CT scan
was done on her. They hydrated her
with IV fluids, and she was given Lasix
to flush her kidneys. Jenna and Co-
lette’s older sister, Aria, traveled for
eight hours by car to be with Colette
and Justin in Abidjan.

While Colette was in the ICU, her
parents were allowed to visit her only
two times for ten minutes each during
the two hours of visiting time. Justin
and Jenna spent the times between
their visits fearful that they would lose
their youngest daughter when they
were not with her. They spent the time
between visits praying with friends,
Ivoirian pastors, and colleagues. They
always had support. 

Colette’s kidneys continued not to
function. She also needed a blood
transfusion, feedings by a nasogastric
tube, and continual treatment through
IV. Through all this, Justin and Jenna
continued to praise God because all
Colette’s vital signs remained good,
she had no fever, they were able to put

Colette feeling much better

On leap day of that year, Colette
made a huge leap herself. She ate
bread, an orange, ham, and yogurt.
She was hungry for a snack, and she
ate dinner as well. She continued to
produce more urine and had gone
forty-eight hours without dialysis. Co-
lette was allowed to take a stroller ride
outside the hospital with her family for
the first time in weeks.

By mid-March, God helped Colette
to continue to improve day by day. She
was almost back to being herself,
laughing, eating, and talking like a
two-year-old child should. While she
had a long way to go, prayers were be-
ing answered, one after another. A
short time later, Colette returned to the
United States with her family to con-
tinue to heal. 

At the time that this article was writ-
ten (winter of 2017), Colette is living in
a house with her family in Ohio and re-
ceiving treatment and therapy to help
her continue to heal. Just as God did
miracles in the Bible, returning sight to
the blind and allowing the lame to walk
again, so He still does miracles today
by His grace. �
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Q. The young adults in our house
talk very rough to us with lots of cyni-
cism and cutting remarks. Is there
anything we can do to teach them
good approaches to Christian com-
munication?

A. Our culture has moved beyond
what many of us would call normal civ-
ilized conversation and behavior to
ungodly trash talk that in most circles
adds profanity to the mix. The only
thing worse than trash talk is no talk-
ing. At least they are communicating.

We must admit that our behavior af-
fects our kids. I have seen homes
where teasing is a big part of life. Is
teasing any different from rough talk?
My wife and I had three children who
are now grown, but when they were
young, we would not allow them to
tease one another. As parents, we
would never tease our kids.

Among peers in high schools and
universities, and at workplaces and on
television sitcoms, rough talk rules.
Cool kids talk that way. It is de rigueur,
the fashionable way to talk to others.
Parents and teachers often think they
can communicate to young people
better by talking the way they talk.

Let me offer the first rule of commu-
nication: look people in the eye when
you talk with them. You can tell a lot
about what is inside a person by look-
ing into his eyes. Focusing means
more than a glance.

Jesus said, “For from within, out of
the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolish-
ness: all these evil things come from
within, and defile the man” (Mark 7:21-
23).

We know from Ephesians 5 that we
should not be involved in filthiness,
foolish talking, or jesting (vss. 4-5). If
we keep reading the chapter, we see
that we “were sometimes darkness,
but now are [we] light in the Lord: walk
as children of light” (vs. 8).

This discussion about how we
should or should not talk begins with
basic rules for communication in Eph-
esians 4: Be honest (vs. 25); Keep cur-
rent (vs. 26); Attack problems, not
people (vs. 29); Respond appropriate-
ly instead of reacting (vss. 31-32).

Please note the third rule from Eph-
esians 4:29: “Let no corrupt commu-
nication proceed out of your mouth,
but that which is good to the use of ed-
ifying, that it may minister grace unto
the hearers.” The Word of God is clear
as crystal that Christians should not
engage in trash talk.

How do people develop from being
“hearers only” of the Word of God to
“doers” of the Word (Jas. 1:22)? It ob-
viously begins with salvation. “There-
fore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature” (II Cor. 5:17). Do not assume
that the young adults in your home are
believers. Talk to them about eternal
life and salvation.

If they are Christians, you must al-
low them time to grow in grace and in
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ (II Pet. 3:18). If we thank
God for His patience with us, we must
patiently work with one another. The
Holy Spirit convicts and reproves our
thinking concerning sin, righteous-
ness, and judgment (John 16:7-11).
Pray fervently, and allow God to do His
work in their lives.

Teach them the facts of the Bible.
Christians who are not reading the
Bible are not growing Christians.
Everyone in your home should be will-
ing to come together for Bible reading.

Finally, “Let your speech be alway
with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye
may know how ye ought to answer
every man” (Col. 4:6).

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling
Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box
6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or 
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Book Reviews
Holsteen, Nathan D. and Michael J. Svigel

eds. Exploring Christian Theology, Volume
2. Minneapolis, Minnesota: Bethany House
2015. 

This volume covers the key Chris-
tian doctrines: the Creation, the Fall,
and salvation. It is divided into two
parts: “From Dust to Dust: Creation,
Humanity, and the Fall” and “Wise
unto Salvation: Gospel, Atonement,
and Saving Grace.” This volume is
highly rated by online reviewers and is
endorsed by other theologians and
colleagues of the author and general
editors.

The table of contents is very de-
tailed with many parts. A number of
topics are covered in this volume: an
introductory overview of the key
points, several applicable Bible texts
including verses to memorize, a quick-
paced history of each doctrine, distor-
tions to be aware of and to avoid,
reading lists for further study, and a
glossary of theological terms. 

Exploring Christian Theology is in-
tended to provide the reader with the
ability to see the importance of more
advanced theology. 

TerKeurst, Lysa. The Best Yes. Nashville,
Tennessee: Nelson, 2014.

This is a very interesting and helpful
book for Christian women. Its message
provides help and guidance in manag-
ing daily schedules and when to accept
or reject the requests of others. There
are nineteen short chapters, some with
unusual titles.  

In the last half of the volume,
TerKeurst uses herself as an example
to follow, but she does not point to
herself as a perfect example of how to
cure “the disease to please” while
obeying the command to love. She
quotes Scripture throughout the book.
She also seeks to keep God before the
reader. This, of course, is commend-
able; however, I was disappointed that
the plan of salvation is not given.  

At the very end of The Best Yes, the
author includes pages highlighting what
she does not want the readers to forget.
These are reminders of the summary
highlighted statements she uses
throughout the book. I recommend the
volume for women who want to do some
individual reading and for women’s Bible
study groups. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner
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A conviction is developed believing
that to practice homosexuality is not
wrong ethically. Continued sin then
desensitizes the conscience, and the
conscience has been seared, either by
conscious disobedience to the clarity
of God’s Word or by convictions de-
veloped without the clear teaching of
God’s Word. 

Moreover, Scripture teaches that
unconfessed sin and ongoing unbelief
can also lead to a desensitized con-
science (cf. Heb. 3:12-13). As post-
modernism is intersecting with evan-
gelical Christianity, this is occurring
with greater frequency.

The conscience can also malfunc-
tion in the sense that it becomes over-
ly sensitive, or hypersensitive. Here
the conscience over-functions, con-
demning and accusing the Christian
for small errors, forgiven actions, and
normal human failures. 

Self-criticism and self-reproach rob
the Christian of joy and any sense of
progress in growth toward Christ-like-
ness. The result is often a performance-
based Christianity that focuses on ac-
tions, not God’s grace, as the basis for
acceptance. Performance-based
Christianity is what produces legalism
and intense defeat in the Christian life.
False guilt is one of the lethal results of
performance-based spirituality.

The goal of the Christian believer,
then, is to develop a mature con-
science. The Holy Spirit teaches most
clearly what is right and wrong from
the objective Word of God. That Word
informs us of the truth; the Spirit then
enables us to welcome and embrace
that truth (cf. I Cor. 2:6-16) so that it
transforms us from the inside out. 

In working with teens, our goal
should be to encourage them to de-
velop deep-seated convictions that
can guide and direct them in the non-
moral areas of life. The Bible teaches
that it is wrong to sin against the con-
science, but it also clearly teaches that
we must be careful to have a con-
science informed by God’s Word. �

conscience for the believer. This “ther-
mostat” keeps us from doing what
might prove injurious to ourselves and
to others and ultimately to our relation-
ship with God. When we willfully sin,
conscience, in conjunction with the
Holy Spirit, causes us to experience
guilt. We are then prompted to confess
our sins and experience the love and
forgiveness of God (I John 1:9). 

As believers, our consciences may
accuse us of something or we may
have convictions about something,
when in actuality the action we are
contemplating may either be morally
neutral or even right. This is essential-
ly what Paul is discussing in Romans
14 and I Corinthians 8 through 10.
Here, the believer’s conscience is
“weak” (his/her convictions are not in
conformity with the truth—the correct
theological “knowledge” about idola-
try and food). At that point, the mature
believer must decide to either press
his freedom or, because of the unde-
veloped conscience of the weaker
brother or sister, choose not to exer-
cise that freedom.

The “weaker” believer then must be
open to the liberating teaching of the
Holy Spirit, who uses God’s Word to
teach the truth about all things, in-
cluding how to look at cultural stan-
dards, traditions, and practices.

For the believer, there is also such a
thing as a “seared conscience,” as what
is discussed in I Timothy 4:2. If the con-
science is disobeyed repeatedly, or if a
believer refuses to develop the deep-
seated convictions about issues of life,
the maturing process is halted and
one’s sensitivity to moral issues be-
comes dulled. If this continues, the re-
sult is a seared conscience. Convictions
about a particular issue are developed
that the believer knows are wrong. Per-
haps those convictions have not been
fully informed by God’s Word. In this
case, the conscience is then “seared.” 

This is what I believe occurs with
some genuine believers when it
comes to homosexuality, for example.

IN an age of moral and ethical confu-
sion, one of the major goals for a

youth ministry must be to help teens
develop a Christ-centered con-
science. The term “conscience” is not
found in the Old Testament; but in the
New Testament, “conscience” is used
thirty-one times, mostly by Paul. 

The key passage is Romans 2:14-15.
People made in the image of God have
an innate sense of right and wrong, a
moral monitor that either approves or
accuses. The conscience serves as an
umpire, which disposes people to view
life situations in a moral or ethical light,
thus judging or determining that some
actions are right and some are wrong. 

The Fall has drastically affected the
conscience but has clearly not de-
stroyed it. Evidence of this innate
sense of right and wrong is a general
agreement in most cultures about cer-
tain basic ethical issues (for example,
murder, incest, pedophilia, lying,
stealing, and so on). This article will
look at how the conscience is devel-
oped in the New Testament. 

A person may actually be sincerely
following a wrong moral standard that
deepens convictions about the “right-
ness” of certain actions. Consider
Paul before his conversion: Saul (as he
was then known) persecuted Chris-
tians with a “good conscience,” or he
did what he thought was right (Acts
23:1). His deep-seated conviction, or
his conscience, told him do right, and
his ethical standard held that it was
right to persecute Christians. He fol-
lowed his conscience; but what he did
was wrong, for his conscience was ill-
informed. God needed to change his
convictions, which He did on the road
to Damascus.

When a person becomes a Chris-
tian, his or her conscience is height-
ened and informed both by Scripture
and the work of the Holy Spirit. This is
in many ways a lifelong process. When
we then violate personal, societal, or
biblical standards, we experience guilt. 

This is one of the blessings of the

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Teens and Developing a
Christ-Centered Conscience

BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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IHAD the ability from God to look un-
concerned, even if I was melting

and dripping inside. Customs looked
for sweat.” 

Who would guess that behind Ani-
ta’s placid eyes and gentle smile lies a
history of extraordinary exploits for
God! Where could such a mild-man-
nered woman find courage to do the
impossible? 

Anita was born to loving parents in
Stockholm, Sweden, at the beginning
of World War II. She and her sister
grew up believing that sin and sick-
ness were simply wrong thoughts to
be corrected by self-effort. Their view
of life left no room for Jesus’ death for
our sins and our need for repentance. 

Working for a year after high school,
Anita saved her money for a trip to
Canada. Her three-month visit turned
out to be semi-permanent when her
belongings and most of her money
were stolen. To survive, she accepted
a teaching position in northern British
Columbia, Canada. There she met and
married Narve Skarpmoen, a Norwe-
gian immigrant. 

Even as recently as the 1960s, farm
life was primitive and dangerous in
those isolated, bear-infested back-
woods. Depression following the birth
of their first son left Anita with a terror
of being alone. 

Ten years after she had gone to
Canada, Anita and her family moved
to Norway to retain the Skarpmoen
family farm. Even living closer to peo-
ple did not alleviate Anita’s depression
and fears or her ability to think clearly. 

While picking berries one day with
her third son, a toddler, Anita found
herself paralyzed with fear as soon as
she was out of sight of the house. She
cried out, “God, I can’t stand this!
Please help me!!” The peace that im-
mediately enveloped her, relieving her
fourteen-year depression, provoked
an earnest search for God.

God put into her hands a small book
about the journeys of the Apostle Paul,
which turned her worldview view up-
side down. She began to sense that
God wanted her to surrender her own

plans and give her life to Him, and she
fiercely resisted.

Anita had planned to travel alone to
India to visit an orphanage. The night
before she was to leave, a woman
asked whether Anita wanted her to
pray for her while she was away.

When Anita assented, the woman
asked, “What do you want me to pray
for?” 

Thinking about what she needed
most of all, Anita replied, “That I will go
God’s way, and not my own.” In Ani-
ta’s own words, “That was my moment
of decision. From that time on I knew
that God had won the battle, and I
would now ask Him for His will for my
life.” 

Full of joy that she had given her life
to the Lord, Anita still had to learn what
it meant to be a Christian. God taught
her the need for repentance and His
provision of forgiveness, quite an
about-face for someone who had
grown up believing there was no such
thing as sin. 

Her voracious appetite for the Word
of God brought conviction about her
anger. One day, to her consternation,
an acquaintance told her, “Do you
know that people talk about you as
‘that angry, screaming woman’?”
Shocked, Anita realized she could ei-
ther get mad or try to change with the
help of prayer and God’s Word. She
wrote, “About a year later I was sitting
talking to Narve at the kitchen table
and he said casually, ‘Do you remem-
ber how angry you used to be?’ Thank
You, God, I thought. It has worked!”

Now the Lord directed her steps to
a unique avenue of service for which
He had long been preparing her. Even
as a little child, decades before she
had given her life to Christ, Anita had
felt intense compassion for people in
need. Russia, in particular, captured
her interest. As a teenager, she even
studied the Russian language for a
term. As a new Christian, her thoughts
now returned to Russia. 

Christians there suffered great per-
secution during the 1970s and 1980s
Anita read about prison camps in

Siberia and tried to send parcels. She
drew a map and marked the locations
of prison camps mentioned in the
book. Together with her little church,
she prayed for an area in Siberia as-
signed to them by Norwegian Soviet
Mission.

Around Christmastime in 1980, the
Lord planted in Anita a strong desire to
learn the Russian language. Remem-
bering the Cyrillic alphabet, she or-
dered a course in Russian and studied
intensely. 

Three months later, her pastor,
knowing nothing of her Russian stud-
ies, told her that the Soviet mission
leader was looking for someone to do
translations from English and occa-
sionally from Russian into Norwegian.
She expressed willingness and re-
ceived a call from the mission leader.
He was very interested when she men-
tioned her course in Russian and sent
her a Russian letter to translate. Her
work pleased him, and after an inter-
view, he accepted her as office help
and translator. 

Her weekly trips to the office in
Billingstad sometimes involved trans-
lating messages that had been smug-
gled out of Russia. However, her du-
ties were about to expand. 

Before she was called to work in the
mission office, she had arranged to go
on a sixteen-day trip to Russia with an
organized tourist group with a KGB-
cleared leader—the only way one
could travel to Russia. The mission
leader recommended that she take
Bibles along. Bibles were not allowed
into Russia at that time. If they were
found, they would be confiscated, and
the carrier would be interrogated
about his purpose and contacts and
possibly deported. Anita prayed fer-
vently. She had to know that this was
the right thing to do or she knew her
courage would fail.

She wrote, “I realized that a Chris-
tian has to follow the law and be obe-
dient to authorities; but if the authori-
ties were forbidding people to read His
Word, they were breaking God’s com-
mand which says to go into the whole

Teenagers

Minute by Minute
BY MARJORIE GOERTZEN



SPRING QUARTER 2018 (101) 37

tions for locating her contacts. At any
moment, customs could intercept any
written information and cause incalcu-
lable harm to the people the mission
was trying to help. 

Others doing courier work in Russia
arranged the time and place she was
to meet each contact; she had to fol-
low the directions to the minute or her
entire trip would be a failure. 

She carefully sought God’s will
about each potential assignment so
that she would be able to act calmly in
the face of uncertainty and danger.
Though sometimes confused and
fearful, Anita found that God’s
strength replaced her weakness. 

Obstacles of a different sort charac-
terize Anita’s life now: physical pain, re-
lational pain, and the recent release of
her husband, Narve, to the arms of the
Savior in whom he had put his trust.

Recalling God’s timely grace during
those trips to Russia and His grace for
searing hardships now, Anita reflect-
ed, “It’s the same thing—minute by
minute. You don’t get God’s leading
and strength ahead of time. His is the
honor and the glory.” �

Editor’s Note: Quotes from Anita Skarp-
moen’s conversations and her memoir, To God
Be the Glory, are used by permission.

for an extended
period of time, she
slowly passed
through the frame,
picked up her
coat, and waited.
Eventually, the
customs officer re-
turned and sur-
prisingly started
with the next per-
son! Anita was free
to go! 

On her last day
in Moscow, Anita
still had one Bible.
She slipped away
from the tour group
and attended a
service in the only
open- registered
Baptist church in
Moscow. She sat
beside an elderly
lady and, after the
service, asked her
whether she had a
Bible. The answer
was no.

“Do you want
one?”

The lady showed her empty wallet.
Anita told her, “You can have one for

free.”
Beaming, the woman accepted the

Bible and hugged Anita. Pointing to
heaven, she said, “Thank God! Thank
God!” Anita felt richly blessed.

Anita flew back to Norway and re-
turned to her old routine, caring for her
family and making weekly trips to the
mission office at Billingstad. Before
long, the mission leader asked her to
travel to Russia again with messages
for the Christians there. After praying
about it and receiving Narve’s consent
(although he was not yet a Christian),
she believed God wanted her to go. 

For eight to ten years, Anita contin-
ued to alternate periods of office work
with journeys to Russia, bringing
Bibles or samples and descriptions of
materials and methods for secret
printing presses and smuggling out
messages about the Christians’ per-
secution. She was like an ambassa-
dor, a link between the mission and the
Russian pastors. 

She memorized messages in Eng-
lish, orally translated them into Russ-
ian, and tried to understand and mem-
orize the answers to take back home.
She also had to memorize Russian
names and addresses and instruc-

world with His Word. In that case, I had
to obey God more than human laws.”

She decided to bring eight Bibles,
which were packed loosely in her suit-
case. In the lineup at the customs
check in Moscow, she ended up be-
hind a man with a huge pile of luggage.

Watching the customs officer’s thor-
ough scrutiny of the man’s bags, Ani-
ta thought, There is no chance what-
soever that my Bibles will not be
found. When at last her turn came, and
she laid her suitcase on the X-ray
table, the customs officer laughed and
waved her on. Her first thought was,
Why didn’t I fill the suitcase with
Bibles? God could just as easily have
got them all through.

Hotel cleaning maids were KGB-
cleared, responsible to report any-
thing suspicious. Afraid to leave the
Bibles in her hotel room when she
went on the group tours, Anita carried
them with her wherever she went.
Once she found herself in the middle
of a company of armed soldiers
marching down the street. She
thanked God they could not see the
contents of her bag. 

She was still carrying the Bibles as
she prepared to join her traveling com-
panions in the restaurant car on the
Siberian railroad train. Nearly over-
come by fear, she cried to God for
help. He reminded her, “Greater is he
that is in you, than he that is in the
world” (I John 4:4). She felt strength
surge through her and resolutely
walked into the restaurant car. 

There was only one place left at the
table, which was beside the guide, but
that did not bother Anita. She sat
down beside him confidently and
placed her bag on the seat between
them, her fear gone.

Unable to give away the Bibles
openly, she prayed about how to do it.
After leaving Bibles in various places,
she had three left by the time she ar-
rived at the airport in Khabarovsk to fly
back to Moscow. She put one in each
coat pocket and one in the passport
bag that hung around her neck. Told
by the customs officer to lay her coat
on a bench beside the metal detector
frame, Anita had no hope of keeping
the Bibles concealed. 

However, when it was her turn to
pass inspection, suddenly someone in
the waiting area started screaming,
flailing his arms, and running around.
While all the customs officers left to in-
vestigate, Anita stepped into the met-
al detector frame. When no one came

Anita Skarpmoen
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RELATIONSHIPS are part of our dai-
ly lives. They are sometimes hard

to keep, whether they are relationships
between friends or between family
members. There can easily be prob-
lems between a mother and a daugh-
ter, a father and a daughter, a father
and a son, between a boyfriend and a
girlfriend, or between friends. It is im-
portant to try your best to keep the
communication line open between
you and anyone you come across. 

The relationship between a parent
and a teenager can be a difficult one.
Teenagers want to have more free-
dom, but with that freedom comes re-
sponsibility. The fifth commandment,
“Honour thy father and thy mother”
(Exod. 20:12), can be a difficult aspect
for any teen. As a teenager honoring
your parents will help the relationship
you have and continue to have with
them (if you learn to honor them early
in life). Ask God to help you remain
calm when issues that cause tension
arise between you and your parents.

When you are hanging out with your
friends, they may try to convince you
to do something that you know is
against your morals. If someone tells
you to do something that you know is
wrong, ask yourself whether that per-
son is really your friend and whether
he is doing this for your good or to
harm. Types of peer pressure can in-
clude underage drinking, trying drugs,
bullying someone who appears weak-
er than you, and calling people names,
just because they may act or look dif-
ferent than you do. It will feel better in
your spirit to do the right thing and
walk away from peer pressure. Re-
member that you have every right to
walk away from any situation you do
not feel comfortable in. 

In relationships, whether it is with
your parents, friends, or a boyfriend or
a girlfriend, it is important to remember
to always talk through things that affect
you. Arguments will arise, and some-
times they are unavoidable because of
intense emotions. The important thing
is to try and stay as calm as you can
during an argument, for “a soft answer

turneth away wrath: but grievous
words stir up anger”(Prov. 15:1).

If an argument starts, try explaining
your side of the situation in a soft tone.
If the emotions of everyone involved
are still heightened, it might be best to
walk away. Once everyone seems
calmer, then revisit the situation that
was causing tension between you. 

You may have heard the words
“Never go to bed angry.” That actually
comes from a Bible verse that says that
we all have a right to be angry at one
time or another, but we should try not
to go to sleep with anger our hearts:
“Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the
sun go down upon your wrath” (Eph.
4:26). This is a hard concept to live by
because we are all born sinful by na-
ture. Sometimes the anger in us can be
so great from any given situation be-
tween us and another person that we
may not be sure of what to do.

The best thing to do with your anger
is to go to God in prayer. When I per-
sonally feel angry about a situation, I
find myself wallowing in the anger for
a while. Then God speaks to me telling
me to pray about it. God is awesome,
and we can go to Him in prayer no
matter how we feel. I find that praying
when I am angry is one of the hardest
things to do.

Satan has the power to keep me an-
gry about a situation for a long time if
I let him. Sometimes he even makes
being angry feel better than letting the
anger go. Next time your friend,
boyfriend, girlfriend, or parent hurts
you with words, remember that that
person is only human. Try talking to
the person who hurt you, explaining
how his words hurt you and why. It can
be very tempting to give him the cold
shoulder, though.

Ask God to help the hurt in your
heart change to wisdom to figure out
why you feel the way you do. When
you know how you feel about some-
one’s words, the only way he can
know that he hurt you is if you tell him.
No one knows how you really feel, ex-
cept God Himself. Leave to God the
work of figuring out how to deal with

the way people treat you. “Dearly
beloved, avenge not yourselves, but
rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will re-
pay, saith the Lord” (Rom. 12:19).

Even though people’s words hurt,
time does have a way of healing the
pain. It may take a long time, but God
will give you the strength to face that
person again in a calmer manner than
before. He has a miraculous way of
healing relationships. If you think a
friendship may be ruined because of
something that has been said, ask
God to help you talk to that person,
and ask for the other person’s forgive-
ness. If the person did something
wrong, accept his forgiveness while
trying to make amends with him. 

If the person does not accept your
apology, you know in your heart that at
least you tried to work out the prob-
lem. By trying to make amends with
someone, you are doing what God has
called you to do—to love your neigh-
bor as yourself and forgive in love as
God has forgiven you. “And be ye kind
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiv-
ing one another, even as God for
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you”(Eph.
4:32). God will help your heart heal
from the pain. 

In high school, there are many dif-
ferent types of people. Sometimes it
can be very difficult to tell which per-
son is your friend and which person
may not be a true friend. When you
cannot tell whether someone is being
true or fake to you, it can be very frus-
trating to be kind to everyone. 

When your friends mistreat you or
just drop out of your life for no reason,
it can be difficult to understand. For
me, it was very difficult to understand
why God was letting me lose friends
so quickly. Then He led me to realize
that none of those people truly cared
about me. The important thing to re-
member is you can always count on
God when friends disappear. 

I learned to pray for the people who
walked out of my life and found peace
by praying for them. It may be hard for
you to pray for those people, but God

For Teens Only
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be out of control? 
A. Let us start off immediately with

this great promise. “For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith
the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not
of evil, to give you an expected
end”(Jer. 29:11). While this promise
was given to Israel as a nation, it can
be applied to our situations today be-
cause God is in control. He is every-
where all the time (omnipresent). He is
also all-knowing (omniscient). You can
trust Him in every aspect of life; so if
you know the Lord as Saviour, you can
add to your salvation the knowledge
that life is never really “out of control,”
even when it seems that way.

I am not minimizing the terrible situ-
ations in which some live. I realize that
some young people are molested sex-
ually and see no way out. (Please go to
a trusted adult immediately.) 

Life can be extremely difficult, but
God is always good and always greater
than the hard thing you are facing. Re-
member that His Word tells you, “There
hath no temptation (trial) taken you but
such as is common to man: but God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted (tried) above that ye are able;
but will with the temptation (trial) also
make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it” (I Cor. 10:13). 

As I have said before, try to find a
trustworthy adult with whom you can
talk. (If it is serious enough, go to the
police.) Tell that person what things
are bothering you. Ask for assistance.
If nothing else, he can pray with you,
but he can often add other things to
your circumstances that will dramati-
cally help you to once again feel as if
your life is not out of control. You will
feel better. Then remember to go back
to God and tell Him how thankful you
are that He has helped your life to stop
spinning out of control. �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. How can I deal with a bully?
A. First, we need to consider that

the bully might be a very insecure per-
son. Bullies often use violent lan-
guage, unpleasant and loud trash talk,
and sometimes violent behavior to
cover their own fear. Understanding
can help you figure out how to ap-
proach a person who is a bully.

Followers of Christ are to love their
enemies by blessing them, being good
to them, and praying from them (Matt.
5:44). If you find it hard to love the bul-
ly, it is likely because you define “love”
differently than the Bible does. 

Biblical love always seeks the best
for the person who is the object of that
love. Yes, bullies are mean, but they
need love just as everyone does. If you
have the opportunity to return good for
evil, God will be pleased (cf. I Pet. 3:9). 

There are some other things that you
can think about and maybe do. Go to
an adult whom you trust, and ask that
person to pray for and maybe with you. 

Perhaps you will feel more confident
speaking to a youth director, a Sunday
school teacher, or a pastor. Not all par-
ents or guardians are open, and not all
are wise. Remember that the Bible
promises, “For the word of God is
quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any twoedged sword, piercing even to
the dividing asunder of soul and spir-
it, and of the joints and marrow, and is
a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). With these
promises in mind, you can be confi-
dent that you will be given the right
words to help the bully.

God wants all of us to learn to be
kind. He said, “And as ye would that
man (others) should do to you, do ye
also to them likewise” (Luke 6:31).

Unfortunately, not all bullies will re-
pent of their meanness. Never forget
that you are not responsible for the sins
of other people. A bully does not need
to control your life because the Lord is
with you: “Ye are of God, little children,
and have overcome them: because
greater is he that is in you, than he that
is in the world” (I John 4:4).

Q. What can I do when life seems to

will fill your heart with peace. Matthew
5:44 states, “But I say unto you, Love
your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and
pray for them which despitefully use
you, and persecute you.”  

A relationship with God is the most
important relationship you can have in
your life. God wants to have a relation-
ship with each and every person. You
can get to know Him better by reading
His Word, praying, and going to church. 

There are many times when I am un-
sure of what to pray for. Then God will
give me the words to say. He also has
placed Bible verses right in front of me.
One that has always stuck out is Ro-
mans 8:26: “Likewise the Spirit also
helpeth our infirmities: for we know not
what we should pray for as we ought:
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession
for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered.” This means that the Holy Spir-
it will intercede on our behalf when we
cannot figure out what to pray. God
knows our deepest desires even before
we have thought them for ourselves. 

God wants us to go to Him with our
problems, concerns, and heartaches.
We can go to Him in prayer at any time,
day, or night. When you want some-
thing, ask Him about it in prayer, and
wait patiently for His answer. 

Remember, your relationship with
God is the best relationship you can
have. He will lead you through every-
thing that comes your way with people
in your life. He will lead you and direct
you as to what steps to take. God will
always give you the answer He knows
you need. Sometimes it is very hard to
hear God’s answer clearly about peo-
ple in your life. But remember that
every relationship that you have ever
had is a gift from God. He may have let
you meet people to strengthen you,
teach you, test you, or bring you
peace. God allows people to leave
your life as an answer to prayer too.
Remember to focus on the positives of
any relationship.

Ask Him to help you make the cor-
rect choices in the relationships you
have and to give you strength to walk
away from any unhealthy ones. God is
in control of your life. He does not give
you anything in your life in order to
harm you. He only wants what is best
for you. He allows situations in your life
to see whether you react in faith and
stay turned toward Him or turn away
from Him. Remember to “keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life” (Prov. 4:23). �

Teen Scene

Dealing with a Bully
BY JED N. SNYDER, D. MIN., PH.D.
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CALEB’S glasses slipped down his
nose. With only two seconds left

in the game, he had no time to push
them back into place and make the fi-
nal shot. The net and backboard were
blurry over the tops of his glasses.
Squinting, Caleb held the basketball
above his head, bent his knees, and
aimed at what he hoped was the cen-
ter of the backboard. 

As Juan made a buzzer sound, the
ball bounced off the basket rim. One
team cheered and high-fived. Caleb’s
team groaned.

Tyler patted Caleb’s shoulder. “Nice
try. We’ll beat them next time.”

“Way to go, Caleb,” Mason said in a
mean tone. “Try aiming for the net next
time.”

“Sorry,” Caleb said, pushing his
glasses back up onto the bridge of his
nose and leaving a fingerprint smudge
on one lens. “My glasses slipped.”

Mason rolled his eyes. “They’re al-
ways slipping. Why don’t you just take
them off?”

“I need them to see,” Caleb said
matter-of-factly.

“Can you see that we keep losing
because of you?” Mason asked.

“Who cares if we win or lose?”
Caleb asked. “We’re just having fun at
an after-school program, not compet-
ing in a tournament.”

Mason got right up in Caleb’s face.
“You might not care, but I want to win.”

“Me too,” other teammates said. 
“I like winning,” Tyler said.
“Is everything OK over there, boys?”

Mr. Corey called from the bleachers.
“Yes, sir,” Caleb and the other kids

answered. 
Mason glared at Caleb, then stomped

toward center court for another game. 
Caleb waved at Mr. Corey and the girl

sitting beside him. She was probably
the granddaughter Mr. Corey liked talk-
ing about. Mr. Corey waved back, but
the girl stared. Caleb did not have time
to wonder why because his team was
waiting for him. He joined them, hoping
not to mess up any more shots today.

Running and playing hard made
Caleb sweat. He wiped his face often
during the next game to prevent his
glasses from slipping again. But he

kept getting smudges on the lenses.
Rubbing them with the edge of his
shirt made the smudges bigger. He fin-
ished making one smudge worse as
Mason passed the ball to him. 

Caleb hastily put his glasses back
on and reached for the ball; but Lexi, a
girl on the other team, intercepted and
headed for her team’s basket. If Ma-
son could shoot fire from his eyes,
Caleb knew he would be a pile of ash.

Mason called a time-out and strode
over to Caleb. “You’re off the team.
And in case you can’t see who I’m talk-
ing to, it’s you, Caleb.” He said Caleb’s
name like it was a vegetable he did not
want to eat.

“You can’t kick me off the team,”
Caleb said.

“Yes, I can. I’m the captain.” Mason
looked at the other guys for agree-
ment. “Anybody else want Caleb off
the team?”

Everyone said yes except Tyler, who
moved to stand beside Caleb. “If
Caleb goes, I go,” he said.

“You’re one of our best players,” Ma-
son said. “We want you, but not him.”

“It’s OK, Tyler,” Caleb said. “You play.”
Tyler started to protest.
“All I do is make mistakes,” Caleb

said. He stalked to the bleachers and
plopped down behind Mr. Corey.

“What happened?” Mr. Corey asked.

“They kicked me off the team,”
Caleb said. He yanked off his glasses
and pressed his shirt hem hard against
the lenses as he tried once again to
clean them. 

“You’re usually a good player,” Mr.
Corey said. “But lately you’ve been
struggling.”

“It’s these annoying glasses.” Caleb
gave up on cleaning them and put
them back on, sighing at the smudges.
“Everything is blurry without them, but
they get dirty so easily. Then things are
blurry because of the smudges. So ei-
ther way I can’t see the way I need to.”

“Caleb, I’d like you to meet my
granddaughter, Emma,” Mr. Corey
said. “Emma, this is Caleb.”

The girl turned with a smile. “Hello,”
she said, holding out her hand but
looking toward the wall behind the
bleachers rather than at Caleb. 

“Hi.” Caleb shook her hand.
She moved her head so that she

was almost looking at him. “If your
eyes aren’t helping you play, close
them and use your ears instead.”

“That would make things worse,”
Caleb said.

“Maybe at first,” Emma said. “But
once you get used to using other
senses, you can have lots of fun.”

Caleb did not believe her, but it
would be rude to say so.

Boys and Girls

BY LIZ TETLEY
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The Flic-flac
Spider 
BY KELLY HAWVER

THE Bible tells us that the spider is
one of the smallest creatures of

the earth, but it is one of the wisest (cf.
Prov. 30:24, 28). Scientists have doc-
umented about forty thousand types
of spiders in the world. Out of all these
different kinds, God has given an un-
usual talent to one spider.

In the African country of Morocco,
there is an area of desert called the
Erg Chebbi.  This unique spider
makes its home among the dunes of
smooth sand that can rise as high as
490 feet.

This amazing spider is about three-
quarters of an inch long. It is white with
black hairs (scopulae) on its legs.
There is also some yellow coloring on
its abdomen (opisthosoma) and the
third segment (femora) of its legs. Like
most spiders, it has eight eyes, but it
does not see as well as others. 

The daytime temperature in the Mo-
roccan desert can be as high as 115
degrees. The flic-flac spider stays in a
tube-shaped shelter about nine-and-
one-half inches long to avoid the heat,
as well as predators. It weaves to-
gether this house using its silk threads.
This may seem like a fragile home to
you and me. But spider silk is one of
the strongest natural fibers known and
can stand strong in the shifting, wind-
blown sand of the desert. 

The nighttime temperature aver-
ages a much cooler 70 degrees. This
is when the flic-flac spider hunts for its

Caleb moved to sit beside Emma.
As he watched the rest of the game, he
recounted every detail to her as if he
were a sports announcer. 

Emma jumped up to cheer and clap
with everyone else when the game
was over. “Thank you,” she said, smil-
ing. It seemed as if she could see him
because she looked right at him. She
really knew how to use her ears be-
cause she could pick his voice out of
all the other shouting ones.

“Time to go,” Mr. Corey said. 
“It was nice meeting you,” Emma

said, reaching for her folded cane un-
der the bleacher before holding out a
hand for Caleb to shake.

“It was nice to meet you too,” Caleb
said.

He watched Emma use her cane to
cross the gym with Mr. Corey. Mason
was not watching where he was going
and tripped over the tip of the cane as
he rushed toward the locker room. 

“Hey, get out of my way,” Mason
complained.

“You are an awesome basketball
player,” Emma said, smiling at him.
“Have a nice weekend.”

Mason stared at her in confusion as
kids moved past him to get their back-
packs and wait for parents who were
starting to arrive.

As Mason’s older brother passed
by, he shoved Mason aside. “Get out
of the way, shorty,” he said and
laughed with his friends.

The older boy had pushed Mason
hard enough that Mason started to
lose his balance. Kids were still rush-
ing past him, and he looked like he
was going to fall.

“Ha!” Tyler said beside Caleb. “I
think Mason is getting a taste of some-
one being mean to him for once.” 

Caleb started to laugh along with
Tyler as Mason flailed his arms to
steady himself. 

But then he remembered what
Emma had said about being nice to
people who make fun of you. Laugh-
ing was mean. How can I be nice to
Mason? he thought.

While describing the game to
Emma, Caleb was reminded of Ma-
son’s basketball skills. Compliments
are nice, he thought.

Tyler had laughed when Mason fell.
So did the few kids still in the gym.
Caleb ran over to Mason, who glared
up at him. “What do you want?”

“Great game,” Caleb said, smiling
and offering a hand to help Mason
stand up. �

As if she knew what he was think-
ing, Emma said, “I can’t see at all, but
I learned how to ski by using my oth-
er senses.”

“Huh?” Caleb was not sure he had
heard her correctly. “You’re blind? And
you can ski?”

Emma smiled. “Yep.”
“She’s really good,” Mr. Corey

bragged.
“How did you learn to ski?” Caleb

asked.
“I had lots of help, and I fell down

about a zillion times.” Emma giggled.
“The snow was freezing, so the best
way to stay warm was to get up and
try again.”

“Did people get annoyed at you for
slowing them down?” Caleb asked.
“Did they make fun of you?”

“Not at the ski place,” Emma an-
swered. “At school some kids have
made fun of me and have been angry
with me for spilling my drink at lunch.”

“What did you do to get back at
them?” Caleb had decided he would
somehow make Mason look clumsy in
front of their teammates so that Mason
would know how bad that felt.

“I don’t get back at people.”
“Why not?” Caleb looked around

the gym. He saw two girls from his
class who kept getting even with each
other for mean things said or done. He
had heard two guys on the basketball
team talking about getting revenge on
someone who had done something to
them at lunch one day. 

Caleb had never got revenge
against anyone, but he thought that
was what everyone did.

Emma had a different idea, though.
“Jesus tells us to love our enemies,
not get back at them,” she said. “That
goes especially for people who make
fun of us.”

Caleb remembered hearing that in
Sunday school. “But I don’t know how
to do that.”

“It’s easy. Just be nice to them,”
Emma said.

Caleb was going to ask for specific
ideas, but kids near them started clap-
ping and cheering.

“What happened?” Emma asked.
“No one was able to steal the ball

from Tyler, and he made an awesome
jump shot,” Mr. Corey explained.

“Way to go, Tyler!” Caleb gave his
friend two thumbs up. Tyler smiled
back at him.

“I wish I was still playing,” Caleb said.
“I wish I could see the game,” Emma

said. “It sounds exciting.”

Noah’s Ark
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food, usually moths. Waiting for its
prey in its burrow, the flic-flac spider
attacks by surprise. 

Spiders have no teeth, so the flic-
flac has to prepare its food by inject-
ing it with venom. The venom knocks
out the prey. It then breaks down the
inside of the creature into a liquid so
that the spider can drink it as food.

The flic-flac spider raises its front
legs to make itself appear larger when
met by its predators—other spiders or
scorpions. If the threatening opponent
does not flee, the flic-flac spider
charges the hostile foe in its own
unique way. First it runs, then it switch-
es to flips that resemble cartwheels!
This is where the spider gets its name.
Flic-flac is another name for a backflip
in gymnastics. 

While this may seem like an odd way
to escape being eaten, God has pro-
vided this spider a way to move about
four miles an hour when somersault-
ing. This is twice as fast as it can walk.
It can move up, down, and sideways
across the sandscape with ease. The
flic-flac spider is the only spider
known to use this method of move-
ment in all directions. Other African
spiders roll downhill by tucking in their
legs. But they cannot propel them-
selves in any direction they choose the
way the flic-flac spider can.

This special movement that God
has given the flic-flac spider has in-
spired the invention of a robot! 

Ingo Rechenberg developed a ma-
chine based on the flic-flac spider’s
movement. He named it the Tabbot. 

The Tabbot has six legs instead of
wheels. It is about ten inches long. It
can walk or use the spring action of
the flic-flac spider to move.

Dr. Rechenberg hopes this type of
mobility will help in the study of the
ocean floor and planets, such as
Mars. When a robot with wheels ex-
plores areas with loose sand, it gets
stuck. Its wheels throw the loose sand
behind it, creating a rut that it cannot
move out of. The Tabbot moves by
pushing itself up against the ground
so that it stays on top of the loose
sand. If it runs into an obstacle, the
Tabbot walks around it (to see a video
of how this robot works, visit
www.livescience.com).

We may not cheer on the flic-flac
spider as a member of the Moroccan
gymnastic team in the next Summer
Olympics, but we can praise God for
His imagination in creating the amaz-
ing flic-flac spider! �

You and Your Bible
BY VICTORIA RODER

What To Think About
Read Philippians 4:8. Insert the words below that are based on the words in

the verse into the puzzle.

THINK ABOUT   WHATEVER IS   RIGHT   PURE   TRUE   NOBLE
LOVELY   ADMIRABLE   PRAISEWORTHY   PHILIPPIANS 4:8

____________________________________ T________

____________H____

____________ I ____________________

____________________________________N____  ____:____

________________ K ____________________

________ A____________________  ________

________ B________

____ O________________

____ U________

T____________

Whatever Happens
In the word list below, circle the number words and add them together. Put

the total on the blank below after “Philippians 1.” Then cross out the number
words, and write the remaining words in order in the blanks below. 

FIVE   LET   ZERO   YOUR   ONE   CONVERSATION
SEVEN    BE   AS   FOUR   IT   BECOMETH   THREE

THE   FIVE   GOSPEL   TWO   OF   CHRIST

“__________   ____________   _______________________________   _______
_______  _______  ______________________  __________  _________________
_______  _________________”  (Philippians  1:____).

All Things
Starting at ID, circle the first letter of the pair. The second letter tells you the

direction to move. L for Left, R for Right, U for up, and D for Down. Put the cir-
cled letters in order on the lines below as you go. The answer will end in num-
bers.

ID OD DR OR AD WL AD ER TD
CR AR NU ED LD ID ER NU HD
JU HR AD TD LL TR HU SL MD
TD SL ID HL TR GU NL EL ED
HD GU NL OU ND IL TR RU 4D
RR OD NL BL TD HR SU YR 13
CD UR GR HD HL CU IL NL PL
TR GU HD CL MR WR HU OL HL
TR EU RR IR SR TU OR ND IU

“____  ____________  ________  ____________  ________________________
____________________________  ________________________  ____________________
____________________________________________________  ________” (Philip-
pians ____:____).

(Answers on page 49)
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Cartoons Quote-ables

Our Great God
Martin Luther (1483-1546): “What
does it mean to have a God, or what is
God? . . . Your God in reality is that
around you which you entwine your
heart and on which you place your
confidence.”

* * *

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892): “Je-
sus! It is the name which moves the
harps of heaven to melody . . . a gath-
ering up of the hallelujahs of eternity in
five letters.”

* * *

Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887):
“God pardons like a mother who kisses
away the repentant tears of her child.”

* * *

Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899): “God
has cast our confessed sins into the
depths of the sea, and He’s even put a
‘No Fishing’ sign over the spot.”

* * *

A.T. Pierson (1837-1911): “God’s
anger is not a passion but a princi-
ple—the eternal hatred of wrong,
which corresponds with the eternal
love of right, and which is only anoth-
er aspect of love.”

* * *

Alexander Maclaren (1826-1910):
“Seek to cultivate a buoyant, joyous
sense of the crowded kindnesses of
God in your daily life.”

* * *

John Greenleaf Whittier (1807-
1892): “Drop Thy still dews of quiet-
ness, /Till all our strivings cease; /Take
from our souls the strain and
stress, /And let our ordered lives con-
fess/The beauty of Thy peace.”

* * *

Oswald Chambers (1874-1917):
“God is so un-complicated, that inti-
macy with Him is a pure peace, a pure
joy, a pure rest.”

* * *

William R. Newell (1868-1956): “Shall
He give us His dear Son and then hold
back at trifles?” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Wit and
Wisdom

“To be good is fine, but to be
proud of it ruins the whole thing.”

* * *

“Poise is the art of raising the
eyebrows instead of the roof.”

* * *

Orville Dewey (1794-1882): “I
do not believe in the goodness of
disagreeable people.”

* * *

Mary Flannery O’Conner
(1925-1964): “How busy is not
so important as why busy. The
bee is praised; the mosquito is
swatted.”

* * *

“Only a baker can make dough
and loaf.”

* * *

Isaac Asimov (1920-1992):
“Those people who think they
know everything are a great an-
noyance to those of us who do.”

* * *

Lindsey Stewart: “When a man
won’t listen to his conscience,
it’s usually because he doesn’t
want advice from a total
stranger.”

* * *

“A big businessman in New York
hired a classy British secretary,
and soon after, he went on a trip
to Britain. On long distance a
friend called for the business-
man. ‘I’m sorry,’ said the secre-
tary. ‘He’s gone to the United
Kingdom.’ There was a long
pause on the other end, then a
serious voice said, ‘Is it too late
to send flowers?’”

* * *

“Cost of Living. The easiest way
to figure it out personally is to
take your income and add 10
percent.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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WHEN a roll call is taken, some re-
spond, “Present.” Those who

are not present are marked “absent.”
Today when the father’s roll call is

called, many dads are being marked
“absent”! Sadly, many children are
growing up without the consistent
presence of a father. Sincere moms
alone cannot plug the hole created by
a missing dad.

To make matters worse, even many
of the “present” dads are not fully
present. They are there physically, but
their hearts are emotionally and spiri-
tually far from their kids.  

Today’s situation of family disunion is
much like it was in the days of John the
Baptist. The angel said that John the
Baptist would “turn the hearts of the fa-
thers to their children” (Luke 1:17). How
can absentee fathers make a comeback
and once again become dynamically in-
volved in the lives of their children?

One answer is to follow the model of
Job in the Old Testament. Job was de-
terminedly involved in the lives of his
children in two strategic ways.

First, Job modeled a righteous life
before his children. Job 1:1 states that
Job was upright, fearing God and es-
chewing (avoiding) evil. Note that the
first thing mentioned in Job is obedi-
ence to God. It is almost as if God
could not wait to tell us about His
righteous servant Job. A righteous life
is very important to God.

Job’s seven sons and three daugh-
ters had a flesh and blood model of
obedience to God continually before
their eyes. How blessed they were!
There is no substitute for a dad who is
able to say, “Follow me as I follow
Christ” (cf. I Cor. 11:1).

A father who practices obedience to
God empowers his words to his dear
children. His life backs up his continu-
al challenge to obey the Lord.

A father who carelessly disregards
God’s Word will not be taken seriously
by his children when he attempts to
give them spiritual counsel. For exam-
ple, the Bible says that Lot urged obe-
dience from his sons-in-law, but they
thought he was joking (Gen. 19:14)!

Most likely, their response was due to
Lot not really taking God’s Word seri-
ously in the past. Compromise not only
weakens a dad’s life, but it also renders
powerless his message to his children. 

In stark contrast, Noah had great ef-
fectiveness when he urged obedience
from the members of his family. They
quickly followed his lead into the ark
(Gen. 7:1, 5-7). This was because he
had taken God’s Word seriously in the
past (6:9, 22).

The New Testament warns against
the dangers of becoming a stumbling
block to others. Paul wrote that no one
should “put a stumbling block or an oc-
casion to fall in his brother’s way” (Rom.
14:13). No one should deliberately put
something in front of another person to
cause him to trip and fall. Yet spiritual-
ly, apathetic dads are putting the stum-
bling block of their own disobedient
lives in front of their children. Such spir-
itual apathy will be a great hindrance to
their children following the Lord in their
lives.

A father can either be a stumbling
block or a trellis to his children. A trel-
lis supports fledgling plants off the
ground and helps them grow upward.
This is what Job did for his children. By
his obedience, Job supported his chil-
dren and encouraged them to grow to-
ward God.

Second, Job carried an intense bur-
den for the spiritual well-being of each
of his children. In this way, Job was dy-
namically concerned about the lives of
his children.

Matthew 12:34 says that “out of the
abundance of the heart, the mouth
speaketh.” A dad who is burdened for
the spiritual well-being of his children
will speak and act in ways that will cul-
tivate the desire of his children to fol-
low the Lord.

According to Job 1:4-5, Job would
regularly offer a burnt offering for each
of his children in case they had sinned
against God. During the patriarchal
age, the father acted as the high priest
of his family.

What is so striking is that Job did
not offer sacrifices because he knew

with certainty that his children had
sinned. Rather, he offered sacrifices in
case his children had sinned. Job said,
”It may be that my sons have sinned,
and cursed God in their hearts” (Job
1:5). Only a father with a great spiritu-
al burden for his children would prac-
tice such preemptive spiritual care.

Dad, there are many things in life
that can occupy your deep concern,
but at the top of the list should be the
salvation and discipleship of your pre-
cious children.

What are you doing to unburden
your heart for your children? I recall a
minister officiating at his son’s wed-
ding and saying to his son as he and
his fiancée stood before him, “I have
prayed for you every day of your life.”
Those are the words of a dad who had
a burden for his son. 

Many contemporary Christians are
somewhat familiar with the ministry of
Billy Sunday. Sunday was a converted
drunkard. He began his ministry in the
YMCA movement and gradually en-
tered into evangelism. He preached in
the early decades of the twentieth cen-
tury. At least one million people came
forward to trust in Christ during his thir-
ty-nine years of ministry (1896 to 1935). 

Sunday would often preach seven
days a week, four times a day. He car-
ried a heavy burden for the souls of men,
and we owe a great debt of gratitude to
this selfless, zealous servant of Christ.

Billy Sunday experienced much joy in
his ministry but also much pain. His
greatest grief was the failure of his sons
to receive Christ. Spiritually speaking, all
three went to the dogs. One of them
ended his own life. After his son’s tragic
death, Billy pondered his busy life and
with tear-filled eyes said to his wife, “Ma,
where did I go wrong?” (Swindoll, Mem-
orable Scenes from Old Testament
Homes, Insight for Living). Perhaps there
is a simple answer. Billy carried a great
burden for the world but perhaps not a
great enough burden for his own chil-
dren. 

Dad, be a present father by model-
ing obedience to the Lord and carrying
a spiritual burden for your children. �

Dad’s Den

The Father’s Role Call
BY KARL KLOPPMANN
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definitely includes the mother-child re-
lationship. Remember that sweet mo-
ment when your newborn looked into
your eyes for the first time? That non-
verbal communication begins on day
one. 

When my middle child was born, he
had to go straight into an incubator for
five days, which meant we could not
hold him. I cannot tell you how hard
that was. It felt unnatural and wrong on
so many levels. The only contact we
had was poking one finger through the
wall of the incubator and into a soother,
which our little guy could suck on. It
was a poor substitute for snuggles, but
it was the only physical communica-
tion available; so it was precious. 

It might be true that communication
may be easier (a lot easier!) when our
children are little, but that ability to
connect is incredibly important in their
growing and adolescent years. Each
child is unique, but the general ten-
dency is for girls to talk and be more
verbally open with us than boys are!

So if your daughter needs to vent
and ask questions and dissect every
aspect of the day, listen and answer
and be right alongside her. If your son
needs to merely be fed, feed him well;
but be ready when the questions
come, for they inevitably will. School,
university, faith, work, girls—trust me,
their grunting phase will come to an
end. I adore my teen boys.  

Do not forget that communication is
a two-way street—talking and listen-
ing. It is the very best way to know one
another and stay in close relationship.
In the same way, we are to converse
with God regularly: “Pray without
ceasing” (I Thess. 5:17), and we are to
listen well: “But whoso hearkeneth
unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be
quiet from fear of evil” (Prov. 1:33).

Again, the ABCs are availability, be-
ing real, and communicating. At the
end of the day, we can only do our best
and ask for a truckload of grace, but in
God’s strength and with His wisdom,
we can do it for His glory and hope to
raise well-balanced children who love
Him more than anything! �

dom, guidance, or even a shared laugh
or cry—are we available for them?

We can look to God as our perfect,
Heavenly Father and know He always
gives us His undivided attention. He
always listens. Psalm 66:19 says, “But
verily God hath heard me; he hath at-
tended to the voice of my prayer.” Not
a moment goes by when He is not
ready to be with us: “He will not suffer
thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth
thee will not slumber” (121:3).

I love that all my children still need
my attention! As they get older, con-
versation is deeper and richer, and
there is nothing better than a two-hour
phone call from my married daughter,
who lives on the opposite side of the
country. I am far from perfect (you can
ask my kids!), but I certainly try to give
my full attention as a mother, and I
hope I always will.

B is for Being real. In a world
that encourages facades and paints
plastic smiles on air-brushed images
let us be real with our children. It is
hard to live pretentiously with the peo-
ple who live under our roof; so why
try? When we make mistakes as
mothers (and we do!), let us be real
with our children and see them as
teachable moments for all. When we
do not feel superspiritual and are
struggling with life, do not pretend
everything is perfect. When they grow
up, they will soon find out life is full of
struggles, and they need to see how
we cope in God’s strength.  

Be real. Be authentic. Be the woman
God made you to be. Let us show our
children how we embrace our parent-
ing, even when it is messy and hard
and exhausting, for they are worth it
and because God knew we were up
for the task even at the very beginning.
Keep in mind the message of Psalm
139:14: “I will praise thee; for I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made: marvel-
lous are thy works; and that my soul
knoweth right well.”

C is for Communicating.
We all know communication is key in
any and every relationship, and this

BEING a mother is my greatest joy,
but has it been as easy as ABC?

Absolutely not! However, as my “little
ones” are now twenty-three, nineteen,
and sixteen years of age, I do have a
measure of experience under my belt,
and I just happen to have a little advice
concerning the ABCs of parenting to
offer into the mix today.

Hindsight is a wonderful thing, and if
I had my current parenting knowledge
back when we started out with our first
child, I could have saved myself a great
deal of grief and guesswork. But we
are perpetual learners of life; and as
Christians, we need to be constantly
seeking wisdom from the Word.

The Bible has something to say
about motherhood, including the mes-
sage in Proverbs 31. Quite frankly, I
feel exhausted just reading about the
woman described in this chapter. But
we are told that she is strong, runs her
household superefficiently, keeps her
kids looking more than presentable,
has a keen head for business, is gen-
erous, industrious, and, even with all
that on her plate, her children think she
is awesome. “Her children arise up,
and call her blessed; her husband
also, and he praiseth her” (vs. 28). 

Maybe she had her own version of
the ABCs of motherhood, but I have
come up with my own.

A is for Availability. No mat-
ter the age of our children, are we mak-
ing ourselves truly available to them?
From “Mommy, can you watch me do
this cartwheel?” to “Mom, could you
please read through my midterm pa-
per?” it is a never-ending attention-
seeking roller coaster. When children
are young, they make their needs
known very obviously; but as our sons
and daughters grow up, are we still
making sure they know we are present
for them? 

Today, more than ever, we are com-
peting with social media and smart-
phones and devices that threaten to
suck the availability right out of us some-
times. We may be masters of multitask-
ing, but when it comes to a child (even a
grown one) needing our advice, wis-

One Mother to Another

BY LAURA THOMAS
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MUCH has been made of how
many young people are depart-

ing the church these days once they
are grown and on their own. Many
young people raised in Christian
homes are not only wayward but also
claiming to be atheists with no interest
in religious affiliation. 

It is easy to assign blame for this by
saying that our churches are doing a
poor job, that our youth pastors are in-
effective, or that the prevailing cultur-
al mind-set of our society is over-
whelming our Christian young people.
Only God knows how to assign blame.
The only thing I know is that if I were a
young father today, I would be deter-
mined to make a difference for Christ
in my home. I would set out to make
disciples of my own children. How
should this be done? 

PARENTAL INTEGRITY
I believe integrity starts first with

how we parents live. Discipleship
must be modeled in the home. The
preaching and program of the church
certainly sets a tone for parents and
the whole family. But families are in
church just a few hours every week. It
is the home that has the greatest im-
pact on children. 

Years ago it was common for pastors
to take note of families in church that
were really making a difference. Mom
was involved, and Dad was involved,
the kids were involved—giving, serving,
leading. Now it seems we hear more
and more families asking, “What is the
church doing for us and for our kids?” 

I think a better question is, “What is
the family doing for the church and for
the Lord?” Are we discipling our chil-
dren in the home so that when they
come to church and go into the com-
munity, they are making an impact for
Christ? Are we seeking to model and
teach discipleship in our homes? This
is the first step.

The classic passage on family disci-
pleship in Deuteronomy 6:6-9 says that
the words children are to hear in the
home should first be found in the hearts
of the parents. The first thing we do for

our children is live the Word of God our-
selves in the home. We cannot pass on
what we do not possess. Parents must
become proper disciplers. There is an
old saying that the apple does not fall
far from the tree. Our kids learn how to
live from us. So first of all, let us get the
Word of God into our own hearts and
model discipleship for our children.

I remember when my two older
daughters were about four and six
years old. I had a little fishing boat.
Sometimes in the evenings, I would
take them out fishing for an hour or two
at a nearby lake. There were panfish in
that lake and also one of the greatest
fish species God ever made, the wall-
eye pike. Now and then we would
catch a walleye or two, take them
home, clean them, and immediately fry
them. What a treat—very delicious! 

On one particular evening, we
caught a couple of walleyes and then
a third. However, the third one looked
a tad small to me, so I got out the tape
measure. Sure enough, he was an inch
short of the legal size. So I told the
girls, “He has to go back in. He is one
inch short.”

After we returned home, I was in our
backyard cleaning the two walleyes we
brought home. Our neighbor strolled
over to take a look. He said, “You have
a nice couple of walleyes there.” One of
my daughters said to him, “Yes, and we
caught another one, but he was an inch
too small!” The neighbor commented,
“I think I would have snuck him home.”
I will never forget the quizzical looks on
the faces of my daughters as they
looked up at that neighbor. What he
said seemed to baffle them. At that
point I do not believe that these young
girls had ever seen their parents or any
adult they knew, for that matter, bla-
tantly do something wrong. I guess
they were pretty sheltered at that age. 

My children have heard a lot of my
sermons over the years, and I am not
sure what they thought of most of
them. But that fish going back in the
lake may have been one of the best
sermons I ever preached to them. Liv-
ing as disciples in the home, even in

what seems like small matters, shows
our children how to live. Discipleship
in the home begins with parental in-
tegrity. We teach them how to live by
how we live, taking care to pursue the
Word of God faithfully. 

PERSISTENT INSTRUCTION
Deuteronomy 6 points out how chil-

dren are to be taught in the home (vs.
7). The term for “teach” means to re-
peat over and over again until some-
thing is learned. The modifier “dili-
gently” is added for good measure.
Children need repetitive doses of the
Word of God. 

Just think of how often we remind
our children to brush their teeth. Is the
cleansing of their souls any less im-
portant? Sin and unbelief have the po-
tential to destroy our children. So we
seek to ensure that they systematical-
ly hear the Word of God so that from a
young age, they get accustomed to
listen for the voice of God. Hopefully in
time, they respond to His voice, be-
lieve in the Lord Jesus, and become
soundly converted. This is the best
protection against going astray that
can be found. 

Not only do we teach them, but we
also talk to our children about the
things of God (Deut. 6:7). We do not
want to just give them memory verses.
We want to give them an open and
communicative relationship. So each
day we explain to them why we honor
and follow the Lord. We want to talk
with them about the Word of God in the
context of daily living, whenever we
“sittest in [our] house, and when [we]
walkest by the way, and when [we] liest
down, and when [we] risest up.” From
morning to night, whether at home or
busy with life, our conversation with
our children should be explaining why
we follow the Lord. This daily commu-
nication immerses our children in fol-
lowing the Lord Jesus in life. We do not
want to miss even one opportunity to
explain our commitment to the Lord,
giving our children an explanation of
what it means to follow the Lord. 

Many years ago, we were taking a

Family Life

Making Disciples at Home
BY JEFF VANGOETHEM, D. MIN.
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rience that some professing Christians
know. They only drop into things. They
are not committed. They are not in-
volved. They are not regular or consis-
tent in what they do. They drop in and
drop out. Consequently, the sense of
what it is to be a well-discipled Christian
escapes them. Children need more than
this to be well discipled in their lives. 

Our children and families need par-
ents who are committed to Christian liv-
ing, not dabbling in it or dropping in and
out, but living faithful lives with church,
Bible study, giving, ministry, and service
commitments. This is how the truths of
God become embedded into our daily
lives. This is discipleship in the home. 

Yes, we see a lot of church young
people going astray these days. If I
were starting out again, I would do
everything possible to avoid training a
“dropout.” I would set my sights on
training a warrior, a soldier, and a
champion for Jesus. I would major on
parental integrity, persistent instruc-
tion, and principled living. This is mak-
ing disciples in the home. �

things we can show our children that
we are absolutely committed to? We
do not want to give our children legal-
istic codes and impose them without
explanation. But we do want to live
faithfully to the Lord so that our chil-
dren learn by doing what it takes to be
followers of Jesus. 

Sometimes when I have been trav-
eling, I have found myself in a strange
city on a Sunday where I do not know
anyone. Since I am a believer and
committed to honoring the Lord’s Day,
I always find a church I can attend,
even if I do not know anyone there. 

Of course, the experience is differ-
ent from my usual church experience
in my own church. After all, I do not
know anyone, I am not involved there,
I have no ministry to do, and other than
just being friendly and greeting others,
I feel a bit at a loss. I do not know the
preacher or what he preached the pre-
vious week or what he has been
preaching in his current sermon series.
I am just dropping in. 

It struck me one time that this “drop
in” experience is the only kind of expe-

family vacation, driving from Illinois to
Florida. Along the way we took a stroll
through the home of a celebrity who
has been deceased for some time. We
took three of our children on the tour
they offer there. The home was well
preserved from the day when the star
lived there. The unique and opulent
decor made us marvel. We also saw
his private airplane and pool area, now
studded with multiple gold records
and other memorabilia. It was an in-
teresting and eye-opening tour. 

Why take your children to such a
place? Well, I happened to know quite
a bit about the celebrity from reading
biographies about him. Later on in the
car, for two hours following the tour, I
was able to give my children a “tour”
of the man’s life, his rather sad story
about how he was raised in the church
only to be ruined by fame and wealth.
The first songs he learned were the
hymns of the faith. Yet he died at a rel-
atively young age, addicted to drugs.

We have to talk with our children
about such things as the pitfalls of the
excesses of this world. They need ex-
planations and reasoning drawn from
life experience that shows them why we
follow the Lord. In doing this, we build a
bridge from God’s Word to life. That is
part of making disciples in the home. 

PRINCIPLED LIVING
The last thing we must be sure to do

with our children is to pass on to them
the commitments and principles of
Christian living. We do not want to be
people who once in a while pray to-
gether and once in a while drop into
church. Nominally, Christian parents
and Sunday-Christian parents tend to
reproduce the same kind of thing in
the lives of their children or worse. To
pass on a sense of discipleship, we
have to be committed to faithfully fol-
lowing Christ through regular commit-
ments and principled living. 

Deuteronomy 6:8-9 tells us figura-
tively to “bind” the Word of God to our
lives as if it were attached to our bod-
ies and the doorposts and gates of our
dwellings. The Word of God and the
gospel are to be etched into our lives.
Do we have nonnegotiable commit-
ments in our families? In other words,
we resolves to practice certain disci-
plines, habits and commitments, and
that is it—no arguments or discussions. 

Or is everything up for grabs, from
Sunday church attendance to marry-
ing only believers to financial support
of the Lord’s work? What are some
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BIBLICAL scholars tell us that noth-
ing in Scripture is there by acci-

dent but that each and every word, no
matter how insignificant or inconse-
quential we may deem it to be, was
placed there intentionally and given to
us by divine inspiration.

It had been a difficult week for the
Lord’s disciples. They were weary and
worn from their travels. Perhaps the
last thing they wanted to hear during
the Passover meal, which ultimately
would be their last together, was that
one of the Lord’s own disciples would
betray Him and that Peter, the disciple
who first confessed Jesus as “the
Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt.
16:16-17), would deny the Lord three
times before the rooster crowed in the
morning. Although Peter declared, “If I
have to die with You, I will not deny
You!” Scriptures tell us that Peter did
just as the Lord said he would do.

Known for his spontaneity and im-
pulsiveness, Peter left the boat in order
to walk on water in his desire to get to
the Lord (Matt. 14:22-29). In that very
same passage of Scripture, when Peter
became afraid and began to sink when
the winds grew unruly (vs. 30). Peter
also rebuked Jesus for speaking of His
own death (16:22). 

Peter is the disciple we read about
who drew his sword, struck the high
priest’s servant, and cut off his right
ear (John 18:10). And it was Simon Pe-
ter whom the Lord, after His resurrec-

tion, questioned three times, saying,
“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me
more than these?” (21:15-17).

While the Peter we have come to
know was eager, passionate, fiery, and
the disciple about whom the Lord
said, “Upon this rock I will build My
church” (Matt. 16:18), he was also a
flawed, imperfect, inadequate person.
He was much as we might describe
ourselves today. 

The Bible records that Mary Magda-
lene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome were present at the cross at
Jesus’ crucifixion. Aside from John,
however, we are not told of the where-
abouts of the disciples, specifically of
Peter, leaving us to draw our own con-
clusions. Perhaps he simply was not
there, choosing instead to try and re-
sume the life he knew before the Lord
selected him as one of His own. Or per-
haps he was among the crowd, mere-
ly standing back and observing. A third
possibility is that he may have been in
hiding, fearing for his own safety.

What gut-wrenching guilt Peter
must have been feeling, realizing that
his Friend, Companion, Teacher, and
Master had been crucified and that he
had denied ever having been associ-
ating with the Saviour!

Does it not seem strange that the in-
structions from the man in white inside
the tomb were to tell Mary Magdalene,
Mary the mother of James, and Sa-
lome in Mark 16:7 to “Go your way, tell
his disciples and Peter that he goeth
before you into Galilee”? Why would
the Scriptures specifically mention Pe-
ter? Would he not have been included
in the command “Go your way, tell his
disciples”? Remembering that every
word of Scripture is divinely inspired,
let us ponder this command. 

Perhaps Peter is named because the
Lord knew of the guilt, the shame, and
the embarrassment Peter most certain-
ly would have been feeling. Perhaps He
was aware that Peter would be
painstakingly recalling the years, days,
hours, and minutes that preceded the
death of the Saviour, realizing his an-
guish and grief over the part he had
played and wishing with every fiber of
his being he could go back and undo the
mistakes he had made. And perhaps
the Lord knew of the certain hopeless-
ness and sorrow Peter would be feeling,

wondering how he could possibly pick
up the pieces and get on with his life af-
ter the mess he had made of it all.

There may be other reasons Peter’s
name is mentioned, and those reasons
might have as much to do with our lives
today as they did in the life of this one
disciple who was singled out in this
passage thousands of years ago. 

Maybe the Lord looked ahead
through eons of time and saw the
blackness of our sins—your sins and
mine. Maybe He saw our guilt, shame,
and embarrassment over the many
times we, like Peter, have denied the
Lord in our actions, words, and deeds.
And as He surely did with Peter, He
may have looked at our hopelessness
and felt our despair. 

Perhaps the Lord knew that we
would wish, hope, and long for a
chance to think better thoughts, to
make better choices, and to live lives
that would draw others to Him instead
of displaying sins that would distract
and drive them away. Maybe the Lord
knew we would wish to have those
sins erased and, like Peter, long for a
chance to begin life anew.

Without a doubt, He knows our in-
nermost thoughts and our deepest de-
sires. He knows our choices are
flawed, our thoughts are askew, and
our ways are sinful. Psalm 103:14
says, “For He knoweth our frame; he
remembereth that we are dust.”  

Just as Peter was in need of the
compassion, the forgiveness, and the
grace of a patient, long-suffering,
heavenly Father—a Father who loved
the world so much that He sent His
only Son—we too are in need of that
very same Saviour.

So the next time you read the cruci-
fixion story, especially the account as
recorded in the book of Mark, try re-
placing Peter’s name with yours. Try
reading 16:7 this way: “Go your way,
tell his disciples and” and then add
whatever your name may be. The
Scriptures are not just groups of words
and phrases put together to sound
good or to look good bound together
in one best-selling book. Each and
every word is divinely inspired and
personal for you and for me. And they
are every bit as relevant today as they
were for Peter. �

A Personal Saviour
BY LISA FOWLER

Saint Peter Attempting to Walk on Water, 1766
(Published before 1923 and public domain in the U.S.)
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host instead of guest. He picked up
some bread, asked a blessing over it,
then broke it and started handing the
two disciples the pieces. 

At that moment they recognized
Him, for He opened their spiritual
eyes. And just as suddenly, He disap-
peared from their presence. Imagine

the looks on their faces as they gazed
at each other in surprise and shocked
understanding. How long did it take
for one of them to speak and ac-
knowledge that while He had taught,
their hearts had burned with new-
found understanding of the truth. Per-
haps the only person who can grasp
this is someone who has heard and
recognized the truth of the gospel for
the very first time.

Most of us know this incident so
well that we have lost the sense and

depth of meaning felt by those two
travelers. Jesus cared about their
confusion, and, as He did with Peter
and others, He showed up in order to
encourage them. This is the same Je-
sus we are repeatedly told had com-
passion on people. 

Where are you today? Are you in
need of His reassurance? Are you on
a road of your own where you cannot
understand what is happening in life?
Jesus cares, and through His Word,
He will respond to your confusion. �

A QUIET WALK TURNED
THRILLING
(Continued from page 5)

Still, over one hundred years later,
not a single fossil supporting Darwin’s
theory has been found. This, Pritchard
noted, “is actually evidence showing
evolution has not taken place.” In-
stead, the millions of fossils uncov-
ered, reveal fully formed species
(kinds) with no transitional (evolution-
ary) period at all (cf. Gen. 1:21, 25). A
Danish biochemist said, “I believe that
one day the Darwinian myth will be
ranked the greatest deceit in the histo-
ry of science” (Lovtrup, Darwinism: The

Refutation of a Myth, Croom Helm).
On the other hand, the Bible is the

ultimate text on science, and it will
stand forever (Isa. 40:8). It goes well
beyond science by explaining what
man cannot. Scientists have no logical
answers for how the world got here,
why it is here, why humans alone have
reasonable intelligence and morality,
and what happens after death. 

Louis Pasteur devoutly believed in
the biblical account of Creation. His
scientific discoveries include pas-
teurization and the anthrax and ra-
bies vaccines. He asked, “Where are
the true sources of human dignity, of
liberty, of modern democracy, unless
they are contained in the idea of the

infinite?” (Dao). God provides the an-
swer to Pasteur’s question. He made
humans in His image (Gen. 1:26).

Scientists agree that six (some say
five) elements had to be present when
the world began. These elements are
time, power, space, matter, motion,
and energy (some combine power and
energy). Scripture begins with, “In the
beginning God created the heaven
and the earth. . . . And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light”
(Gen. 1:1-3). God’s Word gives the
origination of the elements: time (be-
ginning), power (God created), space
(heaven), matter (earth), motion (God
moved), and energy (light). �

IT IS WRITTEN: THE
BIBLE AND SCIENCE
(Continued from page 11)

One of the city’s most remarkable
features is the Corinth Canal, a deep,
narrow trench that was dug across
the Isthmus of Corinth. It was finished
in 1893 after centuries of failed at-
tempts, going back to the Emperor
Nero in A.D. 67 (Mavromataki). 

The canal is four miles long but only
seventy feet wide at sea level. This
makes it too narrow for modern ships
to traverse, and it is now used main-
ly for tourism (www.wikipedia.org). 

Before the canal was cut, the ancient
Greeks hauled ships out of the water
and across the isthmus by way of the
Diolkos. This was a paved track that
was used heavily from around 600 B.C.
to the first century A.D. Ships were

transported back and forth along this
path from one ocean to the other on a
wheeled vehicle (Mavromataki). While
it was primarily used to transport mer-
chandise, it was also a preferred
means of conducting naval campaigns
during wars (www.wikipedia.org).

The Acrocorinth, or “upper Corinth,”
is an immense, monolithic rock that
looms over the remains of the ancient
city. It was regularly occupied from
ancient times to the early nineteenth
century in turn by the Normans,
Franks, Venetians, and Turks (Mavro-
mataki). Today a large fortress at the
top provides the most dedicated vis-
itors with spectacular views and fas-
cinating ruins to explore.

GREECE TODAY
Many ancient sites and artifacts

around Greece today have one thing in

common—ruin. Artists’ depictions of
what many of the temples and sites of
ancient Greece originally looked like
show a dramatic change when com-
pared to their current state. Attacks and
pillaging from enemies, numerous
earthquakes, and centuries of exposure
to the elements have all left their mark
on the grandeur of ancient Greece.

Yet despite the loss of this grand civ-
ilization, many individuals were saved
from spiritual ruin thanks to the work of
Christ and the dedicated ministry of
Paul. One passage from Psalms best
sums up the experience of seeing the
remains of this ancient civilization:
“The Lord bringeth the counsel of the
heathen to nought: he maketh the de-
vices of the people of none effect. The
counsel of the Lord standeth for ever,
the thoughts of his heart to all genera-
tions” (33:10-11). �

FOLLOWING PAUL IN
GREECE: CORINTH
(Continued from page 15)

Answers for YOU AND YOUR BIBLE:

What to Think About: praiseworthy, right, admirable, Philippians 4:8, think about, whatever is, noble, lovely, pure,
true. Whatever Happens: “Let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ,” 27. All Things: “I can do
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me,” 4, 13. �
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EACH year as spring approaches,
plans for my garden begin to fill

my thoughts and eventually much of
my time. I am a true country girl at
heart and location, and gardening has
been a part of my life from as far back
as I can remember. Over the years, I
have come to notice that many analo-
gies from gardening steps illustrate
aspects of the Christian life. 

As a child, I always knew gardening
time was upon us when my dad would
pull in our yard with a truckload of
stinky fertilizer. Horse manure was a
“necessity to any good garden,” Dad
would try to assure me and my sister.

After spreading the fertilizer, Dad
would then use his red rototiller to
loosen the hard ground. The seeds
must have soil in which they can enter
into and develop a root system. With
proper nourishment, they then will grow. 

Making the soil rich and loose is vi-
tal and is the initial step to transform-
ing hard ground into a vibrant and pro-
ducing garden.

Next, removing rocks from the gar-
den area is important. Rocks hinder
good seed placement, and delicate
new plants will find it hard to survive if
they have to push up under the weight
and sun-blocking effects of rocks.

Then, after leveling out the soil, I
make long narrow rows and plant each
seed according to packet instructions.
I am always amazed at what I know
can potentially develop as I handle the
little seeds. 

I place a stake at each row and at-
tach the empty seed packet from
seeds that have been planted there.
The stake clearly identifies what
should be growing where, therefore
eliminating any guesswork on my part.

Within a few weeks it happens!
Green plant life can be seen atop the
brown soil! However, it does not take
long to discover that many of those
green signs of life are dreaded weeds!

Weeding the garden stirs more
childhood memories. I suspect my
dad disliked weeding as much as I
did.When in need of occasional dis-

cipline, “Go weed the garden” was
the phrase I typically heard as a
teen. 

Although it is not fun, weeding is of
utmost importance. Weeds tend to
multiply very quickly, stealing precious
nutrients and water from the plants. If
not eliminated, weeds can end up tak-
ing over the garden. Finding what little
produce you may have can become
very difficult.

As a youngster, I had a hard time
telling the difference between the
weeds and the plants. Many of my
dad’s good plants were mistakenly up-
rooted and tossed into the wheelbar-
row along with the destructive weeds.

Thankfully, my dad was patient, lov-
ing, and forgiving despite the many
mistakes I made in the garden (and for
the numerous ones that sometimes
put me in there in the first place). After
all, I was his little girl, and precious to
me is the knowledge that even now, at
age forty-eight, I still am!

A final step in gardening is setting
up protection for your plants. Rabbits
and deer may see your garden as a
free salad bar! You must be proactive
in keeping them out; otherwise, they
can destroy your crops!

Pulling the tape from an old VCR
cartridge and tying it to poles around
your garden makes a great fence.
When the wind blows, the tape vi-
brates and makes a sound that scares
away potential nibblers. Occasionally,
weather damages the fence so keep
watch and rebuild it when needed.

As with the vegetable garden, the
human heart needs to be “fertilized”
and softened to render it receptive to
the new life that God desires to de-
posit there (cf. II Pet. 3:9). The Bible
tells us that everyone begins with a
sinful, or “hard,” heart (Ps. 51:5; Rom.
3:23) and is in need of the Saviour.
God uses His rich Word (Rom. 10:17;
Heb. 4:12), His Spirit (John 16:7-11),
and at times the tool of adversity (Ps.
119:50, 67) to transform the hardened
sinner into a Spirit-sealed saint.

“Rocks” in the Christian’s life can be

thought of as various sins. Sin weighs
the believer down (cf. Heb. 12:1) and
blocks the Son from shining on or
through his life (cf. Num. 6:24-25; Eph.
5:8-14; Phil. 2:15). Sin creates a barri-
er to growth of the new life God has
graciously given (I Pet.1:23).

Baptism reminds me of the stakes at
each row that identify what is to be
growing. When a believer is obedient
to the command to be baptized (Acts
2:38), he publically testifies of his new
life in Christ. As such, his life should
give clear evidence of that transfor-
mation (Rom. 6:3-11). Just as I would
not expect lima beans to be in the corn
row, a believer should not be in places
or involved in things that do not iden-
tify him as a follower of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Weeds in a believer’s life can repre-
sent anything that crowds out the rela-
tionship with Jesus. Ambitions, hob-
bies, and a multitude of other things can
appear “good” and worthy of our atten-
tion (I John 2:15-16). If any of these
things begins to steal time away from
God, prayer, and Bible study, it must go!

Also important in the growth and ma-
turity of the Christian is discipline. Just
as my dad disciplined me with the chore
of weeding, God in His love and wisdom
disciplines His children (Heb. 12:6; Rev.
3:19). God is our Dad (Rom. 8:15) and
as such is always merciful and quick to
forgive (Ps. 130:3-4; I John 1:9).

Finally, the Christian must protect
his walk by placing the “fence” of wise
boundaries based in Scripture around
it. He must be very careful about what
he allows into his mind, heart, and
body (cf. I Cor. 6:20). He must stay
alert to Satan’s wiles (Eph. 6:11-18). If
a boundary does get compromised,
he can confess with a repentant heart
and stand strong again, assured he is
forgiven (I John 1:9).

As you apply these gardening steps,
I hope that you will have a great garden
this spring! Far more important, how-
ever, is that your life is a reflection of
growth, a life lived for and under the
care of the Gardener (Gen. 2:8). �

Gardening and Growth
BY CHRISTINE M. MORRISON
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THERE is something about the feel
of fine wood that is warm and

inviting to a craftsman. I have always
enjoyed touching a nice piece of lum-
ber while appreciating the work that
goes into making something from it. 

But, for years I thought building any-
thing with wood was beyond my ca-
pabilities. I felt there was some secret
knowledge to making something
beautiful, and therefore I thought I was
neither talented enough nor smart
enough to do it. I would look with envy
at things other people had made but
would not try it on my own. It took me
a long time to finally realize that I was
letting my fear of the unknown and the
thought of failure and worry about
what other people would think of my
craftsmanship stop me from doing
something I truly wanted to do. 

So I made a commitment to at least
try. I began with some basic tools and a
simple pattern. I followed the plan as
best I could, cutting, sanding, and glu-
ing the pieces together until I had made
a shelf. Looking back, I think it was a
pitiful-looking little shelf. Because of my
inexperience, some of my angles were
just a hair off, and some of my cuts were
a fraction too long or too short. 

It had required several days of
painstaking work to complete. Al-
though it was a little lopsided, I had
completed my first wood project, and I
was proud of my accomplishment. The
satisfaction I felt resulted in my wanting
to do a better job. I began to look for-
ward to going to my shop. I talked to
other woodworkers trying to gain from
their experience, and I read articles to
improve my knowledge. I bought spe-
cialized tools, and most of all, I learned
from my mistakes. 

I took on other projects that gradu-
ally became more complex and turned
out better. Over time, my confidence
has improved along with my abilities,
allowing me to make anything from toy
airplanes to china cabinets. I some-
times make something of my own de-
sign from a simple sketch on a piece
of paper. And because I give many of
my projects as gifts, they are much

more fulfilling to complete. I love see-
ing the joy on people’s faces when
they receive something special for no
particular reason. As I give my gift of
love, I always add something about
God’s gift to the world.

Before I retired, going to my wood
shop gave me time away from the daily
grind of my job, and it helped me forget
any personal problems that happened
to be bothering me at that particular
time. For me, it was good therapy.

Since I retired, woodworking is my
way to have a little alone time and re-
laxation. Some people have said I have
a gift for woodworking, but in reality, it is
something I love to do. I will talk about
it any time I have the opportunity, and I
want to do the very best that I can. Does
that not describe the life of a Christian? 

Just as I had refused to try wood-
working, I had refused Christ. There
were so many times that I was quietly
urged to trust in Christ as my Saviour,
but I ignored the Holy Spirit’s invita-
tions, letting them slip away. Because
of pride, fear, and lies, I was missing
the best- known therapy, Christ. I was
too proud to kneel in front of other
people, and I was afraid of peer pres-
sure. What if others ridiculed me? And
I listened to Satan’s lies that told me I
was not really saved. I thought, God
would not forgive someone like me, so
why consider it? We can contrive any
number of excuses for not doing what
we know we should.

One Sunday morning, I finally took
that first life-altering step, asking God
to forgive me. By accepting Christ as
my Saviour, a new life began for me. 

In his letter to the Romans (chap.
12), Paul said that we all are given at
least one gift to be used in glorifying
God. Do we use it for that purpose? As
a young Christian, I was excited by the
new feelings within me, and I told fam-
ily members and a few very close
friends but no one else. I did not truly
understand what was expected of me,
that the love of Christ is meant to be
shared with others. Therefore I made
little effort to praise and glorify God. I

was like a child with a new toy. I loved
having it but was too selfish to let an-
other child know what I had.

Over time, I came to realize that I
needed to share what I had. But I had
a problem—I did not know how. I did
not realize it at the time, but I was do-
ing the very same thing I had done with
my woodworking. I had hesitated to
tell people about Christ because I be-
lieved it was beyond my capabilities
and that I was neither talented enough
nor smart enough to do it. 

With the Holy Spirit’s help, I came to
realize that I had the basic tools: my
love of God, my belief that Jesus is the
Son of God and our Saviour, and that
there is no secret information to ac-
quire to be saved. I had the perfect
pattern to follow—Christ. I had sixty-
six books that I could read that would
help me learn from others mistakes—
the books of the Bible. 

I began talking to other Christians
about their experiences, and ever so
gradually, my spiritual growth was in-
creasing. As time went on, I became
more knowledgeable in God’s Word. I
became more confident in speaking
about it, and I became more comfort-
able with sharing the gifts with which
God has blessed me. 

A hobby is something you do in your
leisure time because you enjoy it. In
that respect, I have another hobby that
I need to cultivate to become as profi-
cient as I can. It is talking about God’s
marvelous love for mankind and His
plan of salvation. I will share it at every
opportunity. I enjoy reading about it,
talking about it, and writing about it. 

What is your gift? Like me, some
have a love for working with wood;
some enjoy creative writing; some have
a beautiful voice; some are gifted at
public speaking. Do you use your gifts
to glorify God? Do you thank our know-
ing, loving God for everything good in
your life and especially for Christ, our
Saviour? How better to enjoy the gifts
God has blessed you with! �

BY DARYL JUSTICE
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DURING my late twenties, our pas-
tor asked me to teach the Begin-

ner’s Sunday school class. Since I had
four children of my own, I told him that
I would pray about it and consider the
opportunity. How difficult can it be? I
thought. After all, I teach my own chil-
dren about Jesus every day!

I accepted the challenge, and soon
the day came when I was to teach my
first class of eight beginners, two of
which were my own daughters, ages
five to six. 

After this lesson, I quickly realized
that my preparation needed some im-
provement. Knowing the ages of the
children and the main idea of the les-
son was only the beginning. I also
learned that knowing details about the
lesson to be taught is very important,
even when you are teaching beginners.
Prayerfully reading the scriptural ac-
counts over and over soon became a
very big part of my preparation time, If
we are to do a work for God, it must be
with our best effort and time spent with
Him in prayer. Do not begin without it! 

It is easier to begin preparation by
making a simple outline. Remember-
ing the age group, choose visual aids
and touchable items to bring life to
your story. Often this can be accom-
plished by the use of felt boards with
flannelgraph figures, hand or finger
puppets, or replicas of the story’s main
idea. This usually encourages class
participation. Sometimes the children
enjoy coloring pictures you provide.

Children enjoy simplicity and clarity
when they are learning. They lose in-
terest if the lesson is not easy to un-
derstand. A good way to accomplish
this is to stick to the main idea; is the
story about people or animals or a
specific place in the Bible? 

Sometimes repetition is helpful.

Children often learn by repetition and
illustration. Also, allowing children to
ask questions can be a clue to which
idea or action needs further explana-
tion. To keep the students’ attention
on track, take care that their questions
do not stray too far off topic by restat-
ing the main idea from time to time. 

As the lesson progresses, ask the
children simple questions as well. This
is also a good way to determine if the
story is being understood. 

I always apply Scriptural truths from
the King James Version of the Bible. It
is a good idea to use real-life situations
when possible, but be careful to pro-
tect identities. Ideally, one of your own
life situations may be appropriate. 

If you are responsible for supplying
your own story ideas, take care to use
stories that take hold of the children’s
attention. The prophecies of the Old
Testament and the books of instruc-
tion to the church in the New Testa-
ment are generally not suited for chil-
dren to understand and enjoy. 

The account of Noah’s ark comes to
mind as a popular and enjoyable les-
son to teach. It is a simple story to talk
about because most children love an-
imals, and the boys usually like hear-
ing about the ark as well. 

Several years ago, I taught this les-
son to five- and six-year olds. For vi-
sual aids, I used a felt board with flan-
nelgraph figures of Noah’s family and
several animals. These boards and
many different figures are usually
available in Christian bookstores. The
children enjoyed placing Noah’s fami-
ly and different animals on the ark and
talking about them. 

Another good visual aid is some-
thing I see in my grandson’s toy box
every day. There is a replica of the ark
and figures of Noah’s family and the

animals. The replica is colorful, and
most children identify with toy replicas. 

Keep in mind that the complete story
of Noah and the Flood is found in Gen-
esis 6 through 8. For beginners, it is not
necessary to try teaching the whole ac-
count. You should be able to teach the
basic story, using visual aids, leaving the
details for when the children are older. 

It is a good idea to read the account
of Noah several times before prepar-
ing your lesson. This enables you to
choose the main points you wish to
teach beginners. (Again, I have found
that prayerful time with God always
helps prepare a lesson.)

TEACHING THE STORY OF
NOAH’S ARK

Begin the lesson with a simple
prayer that is age appropriate. Be sure
your supplies are ready. Use a simple
explanation to emphasize the reason
that Noah built the ark. Bear in mind
that some children may ask why God
destroyed the earth with a flood. Use
your own discretion in answering this
question, but hold to the truth of God’s
Word. Most beginners understand
that there is punishment for sins if we
do not ask Jesus to forgive us. 

As you tell what the story is about
(know the account with biblical accura-
cy), use replicas or flannelgraph figures
to emphasize your point. Allow each
child to identify at least one animal to be
placed in the ark. It may be a good idea
to let him hold it during the story. If nec-
essary, assist each child in placing the
people figures or animals inside the ark. 

Be sure to remind the children that
the ark was very large and that Noah
took enough food and water on board
for the people and the animals. 

If flannelgraph supplies and replicas
are not available, make a drawing of the
ark and create separate figures for
Noah’s family and some animals. Sim-
ple art paper or construction paper is
suitable for this drawing and/or cutouts. 

It is also a good idea to adhere to the
time limit in your outline. Usually, a ten-
to-twenty- minute lesson is sufficient for
beginners, for their attention span, al-
though it varies with age, is limited.  

May I take this space to emphasize
that we are living in a world where few
parents teach their children about Je-
sus and the accounts in the Holy Bible.
May God bless our Sunday school
teachers who diligently search His
Word in preparation to teach the pre-
cious children who come to learn of
Jesus and His teachings! �
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IUSED to wonder about what the call
of God was upon my life. For years, I

was concerned that I was not doing His
will and wanted to know exactly how I
could find out what it was exactly that
He wanted or expected me to do. I
wanted to be faithful in doing His work,
so I researched, studied,and prayed for
the will of God in my life. After years of
searching for His will, I discovered that
He wanted me to be willing to follow
Him and obey Him in the talents and
abilities that He has given to me. 

But most of the time I was searching
with little effort in finding out what God
wanted me to do. At times I found my-
self living in a selfish manner, and my
focus was more on what I wanted to do

with my life than on what I should be
doing for God. I had been focusing on
my own career and was not seeking
Him fully. When I did not get answers to
my prayers about what I should be do-
ing for Him, I started doing what I want-
ed to do. As you can imagine, I was al-
ways getting off track, taking the wrong
roads and focusing on my happiness
and success, not on what God wanted. 

The Bible gives us an example of God
calling someone to spiritual service for
Him—a young man named Samuel. In I
Samuel 3, we read about how Samuel
dealt with that call. Samuel heard a voice
calling him, and he went to the priest Eli,
asking him whether he had called out to
him. Eli told Samuel a couple of times
that he was not calling him and that he
should go back to bed. 

Finally, Eli realized that it was prob-

ably God calling out to Samuel. Eli told
Samuel to again go back to bed. If he
again heard the voice again, he should
answer by saying, “Speak, Lord; for
thy servant heareth” (I Sam. 3:9).
Samuel then went back to his room,
and when he heard the voice calling
him again, he responded by saying ex-
actly what Eli told him to say. 

In my personal experience, I did not
hear an audible voice from heaven
calling me. However, I had a desire to
obey God and seek His will for my life.
I believed God was calling me. I can-
not explain it, except to say that I knew
it was of God. I believed that God was
speaking to me through His Holy Spir-
it, telling me to serve Him. I did not get

any specific in-
structions or direc-
tions, but I had a
call to follow Him. 

I believe that the
call of God upon a
person’s life is just
that—a deep desire
to want to serve
Him in whatever ar-
eas of ministry that
He wants. God has
given me the ability
to do the things that
I do. I personally
thought that I was
not qualified, but I
discovered that
God equips us with
abilities and talents

to do His will. God wanted me to make
myself available and willing to serve
Him, so I had to be obedient to do His
will and to get involved in His work. 

At first I had big plans of my own—
I wanted to do things my way. But I
learned that just as Jesus prayed, it is
not my will but His will that is to be
done. Doing His will has been such a
joy, privilege, and honor in serving Him
in the ways that He has equipped me.

Just as Samuel told God that he was
listening and also as the Old Testament
prophet Isaiah told God, I have been
able to say, “Here am I, Lord; send me”
(cf. Isa. 6:8). As Christians, we must be
willing to submit to His control and be
willing to do whatever it is that He has
called us to do. We must be consistent
in making ourselves available to His
call and step up and say, “Send me,

God.” I had said for years, “OK, God,
here I am; send me,” but then I would
go off and do my own thing. 

We need to listen and respond to
His call. Although He does not always
speak to us as He did to those in the
Old and New Testaments, He does
show us in the Bible and through
prayer what His will is for us. 

Another passage from the Bible that
I turn to for knowing the will of God is
Matthew 28:19–20. In these verses,
Jesus was telling those in attendance,
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” This is a commandment from
Jesus and from God for all Christians
to be busy telling others the good news
from God. We do not all have to be
preachers, evangelists, or even mis-
sionaries, but we all are called to
spread the good news. We are required
to go and tell others, and God gives us
all gifts that are to be used to further
His ministry reaching others for Him. 

When I obey God in a willing man-
ner to serve Him, I have found that He
gives the ability to accomplish the
work for Him. In serving Him, I also
have experienced a peace, a calm-
ness, and a reassurance of knowing
that I am fulfilling His mission. 

We can look to Jesus as an exam-
ple of someone who steadfastly fol-
lowed the will of God the Father. He
gave His life for us in obedience to the
will of God. He took the penalty for
sins all the way to the cross so that we
could have eternal life in heaven one
day and spend eternity with Him. 

As Christians, we should not give up
on our search for His will. We must
continue to seek His will, asking Him
to show us what it is that He wants us
to do. Sometimes patience is needed.
He will answer us in His time. 

Even when we do not get opportuni-
ties to talk about our faith in Christ,
how we live ought to reflect the char-
acter of our Lord. As He traveled
around doing good unto those in need,
Jesus was doing the will of His Father.
Ultimately, Jesus knew there would be
hardships, for He was beaten,
mocked, spit on, and falsely accused;
but He was willing to die for us. Jesus
did all that for me; should I not be will-
ing to follow Him and do His will? �

A Christian’s Call to Spiritual Service
BY JOE JARVIS
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BOOKS, newspapers, magazines,
websites—most people read dai-

ly. But the written word serves a high-
er purpose than entertainment. God
invented spoken and written language
to help people connect with Him. He
refers to Himself as the Word. John 1:1
states, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.” All who come
to saving faith must do so through
reading the written revelation of God
or learning of it through someone else.

God wrote the Ten Commandments
on tablets of stone for the children of
Israel (Exod. 20). He inspired godly
men to record Scripture over hun-
dreds of years.

God chose to communicate with
mankind through words(Scripture),
and it makes sense to share Him with
others in a similar way, both to share
the truth of salvation by faith and to
edify believers. Have you considered
ministering through writing?

You may not think of yourself as a
writer if you do not fill periodicals with
your articles or line the shelves of
bookstores with your tomes. But if you
enjoy writing and possess a passion
for sharing the truth, you could write
as a ministry to others. 

As with any form of writing, use an
easy-to-read style. Favor simple
words and sentences. Clear and direct
writing is better than trying to sound
fancy. Use few passive voice sen-
tences (change “The book is enjoyed
by many” to “Many enjoy the book”).
Rely on vivid verbs, and use fewer ad-
jectives and adverbs (instead of “She
quickly went across the room,” try
“She strode across the room”). Ex-
plain any jargon you must use, and
avoid clichés.

Consider writing notes of encour-
agement to people in your church.
Everyone enjoys receiving an uplifting
note with a verse of Scripture. Select
the right stationery. If you are not sure
you can or should write a full-length
letter, a notecard will keep your mes-
sage short. Choose a design that
would appeal to the recipient. If you
are not sure about what is appealing,
you can use nature scenes since most
people enjoy them. 

You can also write e-mails or texts
to people who use electronic corre-

spondence, but consider how often
recipients check these. Some elderly
people use their electronic devices
daily; others seldom use them.

Keep your notes positive. Do not let
any criticism, harping, or “holier-than-
thou” language to sneak in. 

Let caution guide you in writing a
note to someone of the opposite gen-
der. For example, if Mr. Jones was in a
bad car accident and you are a lady,
address the note to the Jones family to
encourage them during this difficult
time while Mr. Jones is laid up. If Mr.
Jones is single, write your note from
your entire family, and have them all
sign it.

Pray for the recipients of your notes
and letters. Let them know you are
praying for them. 

These days, it is easier than ever to
write to a large audience. Simply start-
ing a blog or creating a page on a so-
cial media site represents a means of
sharing the truth. 

Decide what audience you wish to
reach with your writing ministry. Are
they homeschooling moms? Single
dads? Christians in general? Are they
Christian young people attending sec-
ular colleges? Your intended audience
helps determine several elements of
your writing, including the subject
matter, tone, angle, and scope. 

The subject matter is what you write
about. Tone refers to the types of
words and what style you use in your
writing. If you write a blog for widows,
you would use a different tone than if
you write for college athletes. 

The same goes for angle, or the
viewpoint of your writing. An athletic
blog would likely use sports symbol-
ism and sports news or testimonials of
Christian athletes. The blog for wid-
ows may look at emotional coping
skills, tackling home repair projects,
and managing the household solo.
You may choose to keep the scope of
your writing entirely spiritual or to use
a mix of spiritual themes and mundane
earthly themes. 

What is important for building read-
ership? You must identify the audi-
ence for whom you write,know what
you will include, and determine how
you will stay within that scope. 

In time, if you find you want to write
for other groups, you can choose to

start another blog, or you can offer the
additional material within the current
blog if it is closely related. A blog
meant for grandmothers raising
grandchildren could expand to include
grandfathers. But if you want to write
for teens battling bulimia, that is bet-
ter as its own blog.

Keep your blog personable. Write
from the heart. Offer take-away value
so that readers will want to share it
with others on social media and return
to your blog. Include photos, whether
they are your own or stock photos. Re-
spond to people who comment on
your blog so that they feel connected
to you. 

Various platforms of social media
may also help you reach a broader au-
dience. Many of the same principles
about blogging apply to Facebook,
Twitter, LinkedIn and more. Under-
stand the differences among social
media platforms before selecting one
as the means of connecting with read-
ers. Facebook involves more personal
interaction and frequent posting than
blogging. Use this platform if you want
to engage others in discussion. Twitter
shares snippets of information in 140
character or less, so choose that if you
are particularly succinct. Perhaps offer
portions of Scripture—inspirational
quotes or thought for the day. Most
people think of LinkedIn as a business
social media platform, so providing
tips for Christian businesswomen or
ways to share the gospel with cowork-
ers would represent themes for a
LinkedIn writing ministry.

Try a social media platform just
among friends for a while to work out
all the bugs before going public with
your group.

Social media is not the only way to
reach people through writing. If you
enjoy persuasive writing and current
events, writing letters to the editor can
share your Bible-based perspective
with a broad audience. Writing opin-
ions and editorials—known as “op-
eds”—for newspapers requires some
research. Read back issues of the pe-
riodical to know the type of op-eds
they publish. Focus on one basic idea.

You can always write subsequent
letters on your other ideas. Select a
timely and controversial theme, but
avoid cheap shots. Always respect

Writing as a Ministry
BY DEBORAH J. SERGEANT
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itor’s guidelines, usually fewer than
eight hundred words, you improve
your chances of publication. Many ed-
itors like a short biography (include
where you live, what you do for a liv-
ing, and how the topic relates to you).
Always use your real name and con-
tact information. You will be asked to
include a daytime phone number and
e-mail address in the contact informa-
tion before your material will be pub-
lished. 

Have you worked in marketing?
Consider volunteering your writing
skills to promote your church or an-
other Christian organization through
press releases, articles, or ads. For
those unfamiliar with the publishing
world, press releases provide media
outlets with information on news, ei-
ther as a news tip or a ready-to-go ar-
ticle that frames the subject in a pos-
itive light. Be careful not to sound too
much like an ad. Superlatives, glow-
ing reviews, and one-sided perspec-
tives mean copy that reads like ad-
vertising. For instance, “The greatest
Christian music group ever is coming
to transform Springfield Bible
Church!!!” should be toned down to
“(name of the Christian music group)
is coming to minister at Springfield
Bible Church.”

Freelancers or staff writers typically
compose articles from a non-biased
perspective to inform and/or entertain
the readership. They receive payment
for submitting these materials. You

may find that smaller periodicals wel-
come local news from your organiza-
tion, as long as it is interesting to the
community but not overhyped. 

For instance, your church’s annual
bake sale is not as exciting as the two
hundredth anniversary of your
church’s founding. Imagine the view-
point of a reader: Why should I care
about this? Expect the editor to revise
your work. He may change your writ-
ing to better complement the periodi-
cal’s tone, to improve clarity and flow,
and to fit better into the layout.

Advertising costs money for the ma-
terial’s placement; but unlike press re-
leases and articles, those advertising
maintain complete control over what is
published. 

Writing for periodicals represents
one of the most difficult means of writ-
ing as a ministry, since editors expect
a higher degree of writing ability than
blog readers. They also need materi-
als that meet their editorial guidelines,
publishing calendar, doctrinal state-
ment, and scope. Except for essays,
most editors want a query letter that
presents your idea, underscores your
unique ability to write the piece, and
includes links or copies of previously
published materials. Do not write a
piece without sending a query letter
and receiving a positive response from
the editor.

Editors do not want articles that
cover topics they have covered within
the past two to three years. Read
archives and back issues. They also
reject general, sweeping ideas, such
as “purity.” Rather, they prefer “Ten
Tips for Teens to Stay Pure.” 

After submitting a query, wait for a
response. If you do not hear back
within four months, assume the edi-
tor is not interested. Do not be of-
fended if you do not receive a re-
sponse. Editors receive countless
query letters and usually respond
with a form rejection letter. It is not an
editor’s job to offer tips for success
for your writing endeavors, but listen
when he does.

If you are passionate about writing
as a ministry but fear that your gram-
mar and punctuation mistakes ham-
per your efforts, ask someone skilled
at writing to look over your work. Set-
ting aside a piece of writing for a while
and then editing can often help im-
prove the work. There are many av-
enues you can take in a writing min-
istry. Prayerfully consider how God
would have you use your ability. �

others, even if they do not agree with
your biblical viewpoint. It is possible
that you will read less-than-kind re-
sponses from readers, so stay in con-
trol if you reply with a rebuttal.

State your focus up front. If you
were writing an op-ed for the bear
community about the dangers of girls
like Goldilocks getting into their
homes, you might begin, “Bears who
leave their cabins unlocked may be in
for an unpleasant surprise when they
arrive home,” instead of “Once upon
a time in a cabin in the woods—” The
latter example is a narrative, not an
op-ed. 

Outlining your piece before writing
helps prevent rambling. State the
problem, why it is important, and what
is to be done about it. That last ele-
ment, the call to action, is really why
you are writing the piece. 

Support your idea with statistics
and other facts from reputable
sources, and note your own experi-
ence and credentials, if they apply.
These add weight to your writing. Al-
though as a Christian you look to the
Bible as the final authority on all mat-
ters, a general audience does not; so
include secular sources as well. 

You likely feel very passionate about
certain subjects, but keep your emo-
tions under control. A snide attitude
present in the tone of your writing un-
dermines your sincerity. 

Restate your point at the end, along
with the call to action. 

If you keep the length within the ed-
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AN elderly minister lay dying in his
home with only a short time to

live. His physician advised the family
to come visit if any of them wanted to
see him before he passed away. His
children arrived one by one, some
from distant states, with sadness and
grief over his soon departure. 

The minister was mostly unrespon-
sive, but every now and then he would
talk or sing a hymn. Many times he
was incoherent or would revert back
to some distant memory.

The hour was late, and the minster’s
wayward son had not arrived. The
family was afraid that he would die be-
fore the son would make it home. Sud-
denly, the man began to stir; he sat up
and began to preach. He spoke with a
passion and burden for those in the
“congregation” to trust Christ as Sav-
iour.

As his family stood at the foot of the
bed, the preacher began giving an in-
vitation. Suddenly, the missing son
slipped into the room. Upon hearing
his father’s plea, conviction gripped
his heart.

The minister looked over the room
and asked, “Is there anyone here who
would like to pray?” At this point, the
son raised his hand, admitting his
need of Christ. “I see that hand, my
boy. God can meet your need.” That
night, the wayward son met the Sav-
iour before his father went to be with
the Lord!

Last words can be quite revealing.
Sometimes individuals have been
known to confess crimes or beg for-
giveness from an offended friend.
However, the last words of Jesus re-
veal the depth of love and mercy that
flow from the hand of God to a lost
world. His sayings from the cross
demonstrate the Incarnation—that He
is indeed the Son of God and the Son
of Man.

As Jesus’ cross was lifted into
place, He cried out, “Father, forgive
them; for they know not what they do”
(Luke 23:34). The humiliating factor of
being crucified between two thieves,
having soldiers gamble for His gar-
ments, and enduring unjust trials
would have been enough to cause any
man to be angry; yet the Lord Jesus
prayed that the Father would forgive
His enemies. Besides this, in His Ser-

mon on the Mount, Christ pronounced
a blessing on those who “are perse-
cuted for righteousness’ sake” (Matt.
5:10), reminding people that there
awaits a great “reward in heaven” 
(vs. 12) for those who suffer for His
sake (vs. 11).

When one of the thieves crucified
next to Jesus reviled Him, the other
one admitted his own guilt and point-
ed out Christ’s innocence. He called
Jesus Lord and asked Him to remem-
ber him when He got to Heaven. In re-
sponse, the Lord of glory assured him,
“To day shalt thou be with me in para-
dise” (Luke 23:43). It is wonderful to
think that, during His suffering, Jesus
remembered poor sinners and offered
hope even to the worst.

Though many of the disciples for-
sook Jesus, His mother Mary and the
Apostle John witnessed His crucifix-
ion. As Jesus looked down from the
cross, His heart was filled with com-
passion for His mother. He then asked
John to care for her by saying, “Behold
thy mother!” (John 19:27). In this ges-
ture of kindness, Jesus illustrated the
commandment to honor His mother
(cf. Exod. 20:12). 

The intensity of Christ’s suffering
soon became unbearable. He was
crucified at the “third hour” (Mark
15:25), which is nine o’clock in the
morning. By three o’clock, He had suf-
fered tremendously and felt forsaken
by God and man. Finally, “Jesus cried
with a loud voice, saying, . . . My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”
(Mark 15:34; cf. Ps. 22:1).

Those who suffer excruciating pain
often feel as though God has forsaken
them. Even in the throes of death,
some Christians have questioned
God. This is undoubtedly one last ef-
fort of Satan to deceive a child of God
(cf. II Cor. 11:14). Satan is a liar and not
to be believed (John 8:44). Yet Jesus
is “the way, the truth, and the life”
(14:6). In Him we have victory to the
very end (I Cor. 15:54-57)!

Did God forsake Jesus when He
was on the cross? On the earthly side
of eternity, it surely seemed that way!
This question has puzzled the greatest
theologians and the most humble be-
lievers. However, in the act of pur-
chasing our salvation, the pure, spot-
less Lamb of God was made “sin for

us,” so “that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him” (II Cor.
5:21).

This question was explained well by
Billy Graham: “Since Jesus was dying
for our sin as our substitute, He was
experiencing the agony of separation
from His Father. It was the agony of
hell. 

“There is an unfathomable mystery
here. Jesus was both God and man
united in one divine Person. He could
not suffer and die with respect to His
deity, but He could suffer the agony of
separation from the Father and actual-
ly die physically with respect to His hu-
manity. And He did, that we might . . .
be forgiven our sin and reconciled with
God” (“Did God really forsake Jesus
when He was dying on the cross?” bil
lygraham.org).

When the time of His death was
near, our Saviour said, “I thirst” (John
19:28), fulfilling Psalm 69:21. The
bleeding, sweating, and anguish of His
crucifixion had produced a deep thirst.
Likewise, the cares of life and empti-
ness of the world creates in man an in-
tense thirst that only Christ can com-
pletely satisfy (John 4:14).

After Jesus “had received the vine-
gar, he said, It is finished” (John
19:30). His physical life, earthly min-
istry, and divine mission had come to
an end! He had fulfilled what His Heav-
enly Father had sent Him to do. He se-
cured our redemption (Heb. 10:4-10).

The book of Luke gives us insight
into what happened about this time.
The following two things took place:
the veil of the temple was torn and Je-
sus died (23:45-46). The torn veil
spoke of the end of the old covenant,
and Jesus’ death established the new
covenant (Heb. 10:9). 

As Christ died, He loudly cried, “Fa-
ther, into thy hands I commend my
spirit” (Luke 23:46). In like manner at
death, every true believer will give
himself completely over to God. One
last breath on earth, then eternity with
God—what a wonderful day that will
be!

In her hymn “Safe in the Arms of Je-
sus” Fanny Crosby expressed what
that day will be like: “Safe in the arms
of Jesus, Safe on His gentle breast;
There by His love o’ershaded, Sweet-
ly my soul shall rest.”  �

Insights from Christ’s Last Words
BY JAMES O. BAKER
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One especially meaningful promise
to me is how He will always lovingly
provide my material needs. He made
this statement once when He encour-
aged His audience to trust God for
their needs: “But seek ye first the king-
dom of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added
unto you” (Matt. 6:33).

He has also promised that He will
give me a sense of peace in a tumul-
tuous world. He said, “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give unto you: not
as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let
it be afraid” (John 14:27). 

He made another pledge when He
reassured us that God, a distant and
remote figure to some people, would
respond to our prayers with loving at-
tention. In Luke 11:9, He said, “And I
say unto you, Ask, and it shall be giv-
en you; seek, and ye shall find; knock,
and it shall be opened to you.” 

His promise of eternal life is the ulti-
mate reassurance for every Christian.
It means that just as He experienced
resurrection we will do the same.

He clearly verified this to Nicodemus
when He described the future for His
followers, saying, “That whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but
have eternal life” (John 3:15). The guar-
antee was the same when He com-
pared Himself to a loving shepherd:
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know
them, and they follow me: And I give
unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man
pluck them out of my hand” (10:27-28). 

So what does Easter mean to me?
Christ’s resurrection, and by extension
Easter itself, verifies everything Jesus
said about Himself. �

and one time was
when He gave  in-
structions where
His disciples were
to meet Him. He
said, “But after that
I am risen, I will go
before you into
Galilee” (Mark
14:28). Another
time was when He
discussed His ris-
ing from the dead,
but the disciples did not seem to want to
hear what He prophesied. He said,
“From that time forth began Jesus to
shew unto his disciples, how that he
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer
many things . . . and be killed and be
raised again the third day” (Matt. 16:21).

When He spoke of His resurrection,
He sometimes used the title “Son of
Man.” One time He used the term in a
prophecy. As Son of Man, He would
be “delivered unto the Gentiles . . .
they shall scourge him, and put him to
death: and the third day he shall rise
again” (Luke 18:32-33).

Of course, after the resurrection, the
angel verified it to the women, saying,
“He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay” (Matt. 28:6).

The resurrection that validates Je-
sus’ statements about Himself and
what He would do also verifies to me
that He is who He said He is—the Son
of God and our Saviour.

That He identified Himself in this way
was apparently well-known to the revil-
ing Jewish crowd who sarcastically
taunted Him at the crucifixion. They
said, “He trusted in God; let him deliver
him now, if he will have him: for he said,
I am the Son of God” (Matt. 27:43).

Earlier, when He was accused of
blasphemy by the Jewish leaders,
Christ Himself responded, “Say ye of
him, whom the Father hath sanctified,
and sent into the world, Thou blas-
phemest; because I said, I am the Son
of God?” (John 10:36).

Also, when Jesus’ resurrection and
His statements verify that He is who
He said He is, that gives me confi-
dence in His ability to keep His prom-
ises to me.

THE morning sun emerged over the
horizon as the women trudged

through the city streets on their way to
the tomb of Jesus Christ. Despite their
grief, they were committed to finishing
the delayed burial process. 

When they arrived, they found the
tall stone that served as the door rolled
aside. Then they noticed a strange
glow coming from the cave.

A few minutes later, they may have
pondered what they had seen and
heard. Had they really seen an angel?
And what was his message? It was
“fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Je-
sus, which was crucified” (Matt. 28:5).

They realized the meaning of the an-
gel’s words and understood—Jesus
was alive! And the empty tomb added
its eloquence to the angel’s an-
nouncement.

They followed the angel’s instruc-
tion, which was, “And go quickly, and
tell his disciples that he is risen from
the dead” (Matt. 28:7). It was certainly
an emotional errand. They “departed
quickly from the sepulchre with fear
and great joy” (vs. 8).

They feared the visit they had just ex-
perienced from the angel, but mostly
they felt joy because the body of their
Lord Jesus Christ had not been stolen.
He was alive! He had defeated the
bonds of death as He said He would. 

Like those women, I also have as-
surance given by the reality of the res-
urrection and its embodiment in East-
er. It is assurance I need when, like the
women and the disciples, I embrace
salvation and step out to worship and
serve God. Yet this comforting assur-
ance offers more, for it is based on the
fact that Jesus was resurrected just as
He said He would be. 

One very important declaration was
when He said He was the Son of God,
the Messiah and our Saviour. Other af-
firmations that give me confidence are
His many promises. Among these are
His guarantees that He will care for me
and provide my daily needs, that He
will give me spiritual peace in a tumul-
tuous world, and most important, that
He will give me eternal life.

Reading His actual words in the
Scriptures is especially reassuring. 

Jesus often spoke of His resurrection,

What Easter Means to Me:
Assurance of Salvation

BY ANNE ADAMS
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MANY Christian parents have con-
sidered the possibility of home-

schooling their children at one point or
another. Although the reasons for
choosing this option vary widely, sev-
eral basic issues must be given care-
ful consideration.

This type of education consists of
providing a challenging education at
home or through other alternatives co-
ordinated by the parents that comply
with state requirements for the current
year.

STYLES OF HOME EDUCATION
Instruction in the home can be

achieved through various methods.
Parents themselves can perform the
teaching. Formal, videotaped class
teaching can be observed. In some in-
stances, the student can master certain
subjects through independent study.
Group classes specifically designed for
homeschoolers and selected by the
parents provide yet another option. 

An affluent couple hired a full-time
tutor to come to their home and teach.
A single mother, who absolutely had to
work, exchanged household cleaning
with a homeschooling friend who
agreed to include her children in the
classes she was already teaching.
Some states allow grandparents or
other relatives to provide some or all
the instruction. Hybrid arrangements
offer classes from one to several days
a week with home-based assignments
for the other days.

Prior to choosing which curriculum to
use, determine how much time and ef-
fort one or both parents can dedicate to
the responsibility. Some curricula re-
quire a lot of parental planning and in-
volvement; some provide an organiza-
tion that covers correcting assignments
and handling the reporting of grades.
Take the time to research thoroughly
before choosing the one that best fits
your availability, interests, and values.

The question of working parents
arises. The student’s sense of ac-
countability and level of self-motiva-
tion should be strongly considered.
One parent who had a home office al-
lowed his very diligent daughter to sat-
isfy her scholastic requirements at
home while the father worked a few
rooms away. They shared the lunch
hour, and then each of them resumed

his or her responsibilities. The father
used the last hour of his workday to
check his daughter’s work, schedule
the next day’s tasks, and update the
records their particular county de-
manded.

If both parents work away from the
house, safety concerns enter the
equation. One couple made it possible
to continue to home educate their chil-
dren by working different shifts, assur-
ing the presence of one parent in the
home at all times.

PROS OF HOMESCHOOLING
As is true with every endeavor, the

choice to home educate has its ad-
vantages and disadvantages. An arti-
cle of this size cannot exhaust both
sides of the argument, but here is a list
of a few considerations and personal
experiences to stimulate thought.

Being present for those wonderful
aha moments is priceless. Serving as
the key to unlocking your child’s un-
derstanding is a treasure. An added
bonus to home education is the
amount of hours the family spends to-
gether as a unit. The flexibility to
schedule days off at convenient times
is a tremendous benefit. This method
of instruction provides a platform for
students to pursue areas of interest to
a much deeper level than in a public
school setting.

Many homeschoolers learn to use
their time so wisely that they are able
to pursue personal interests, such as
having academic depth in a subject of
interest, achieving musical excel-
lence, or setting up a business.

Besides all the other perks afore-
mentioned, our homeschooling days
included long walks. Not only did they
provide physical exercise, but we also
were able to observe foliage and ani-
mals that we studied together. We also
planted a garden and raised chickens
for a while. We budgeted our study
hours and days so that we could take
trips without neglecting county re-
quirements.

Families who desire to take trips dur-
ing the school year can do so. Any lost
days can be made up during the sum-
mer or can be satisfied ahead of time
by starting the school year a week or
two earlier in the year. Some families
even hold classes while they travel.

One family opted to have year-
round, four-day school weeks to cor-
respond with the self-employed par-
ents’ work schedules. Make sure this
is permissible in your state before in-
corporating this idea.

Isolation from conflicting doctrines
can be extremely beneficial. A family
that moved to the West to reach those
of a large religious cult preferred to
home educate their children rather
than send them to the public schools,
which were heavily influenced in that
area by the doctrines and practices of
the cult. More generally, as our na-
tion’s laws cater more and more to lib-
eralism and humanism, a larger num-
ber of Christian families are opting to
remove their children from such influ-
ences. 

CONS OF HOMESCHOOLING
Homeschooling requires self-disci-

pline for all involved. If the parent is not
vigilant, bad habits can develop be-
cause of the very flexible nature of
home education. Deadlines and dili-
gent fulfillment of required hours, sub-
jects, and standards should be en-
forced.

Outside the school system, all re-
sponsibility falls onto the parents’
shoulders. Through networking with
other homeschooling parents, infor-
mation on sports programs, political
groups that welcome student partici-
pation, services that reach out to the
needy, travel experiences, and other
opportunities, young people can re-
ceive a well-rounded training.

Reentry into the school system,
whether upon graduation or sooner, or
into the workforce can be traumatic if
a student has been sheltered for many
years. 

Parent burnout is also a real possi-
bility. Personal days, family vacations,
and other scheduled breaks can help
minimize this enemy.

PRO OR CON?
Some of the aforementioned issues

can be advantageous or disadvanta-
geous, considering someone’s motive
and particular circumstances. Of ma-
jor concern to those not experienced
with this method of education is the
social aspect. Keeping a son or a
daughter at a distance from his or her

Considering Home Education
BY BETSY BRYAN CUBAS
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the required information, never more. 
All requirements should be satisfied

completely and on time. In summary,
allow no room for fault-finding from
county officials.

Home education is a choice. If you
decide it is the best option for one or
more of your children, follow through
with confidence, knowing that God is
your help in all life’s venues. 

Errors will be made, but they can
teach us our most memorable les-
sons. Admit your mistakes and move
on. Laugh at yourself easily, without
festering disrespect. If one method of
teaching does not work, try another
one.

It is important to analyze each child
as the individual he is. In some families,
personalities clash. Wise consideration
should be given to whether or not com-
bining the parent-child relationship with
the teacher-student one is a good
choice. The very difficult decision to
readmit one of my children to a tradi-
tional school was based on the realiza-
tion that the mother-child relationship
was suffering because of the added
pressure homeschooling brought. 

Opportunities to learn teamwork
should be supplied for the home edu-
cated. A loner does well with self-
guided study, but care should be giv-
en to see that he is required to work
with others in some setting. Also, the
extrovert must have an outlet for his
social needs.

Other homeschooling parents can
provide valuable information. They
may be your best source for answers
to any questions you may have before
you start and for any issues that arise.

The decision to cease homeschool-
ing does not indicate failure. Although
it can be, it does not have to be an en-
during commitment. It may work for
the entirety of a child’s education, or it
may fit for a specific season. One fam-
ily removed a son from school for one
year to spend more time with his dy-
ing grandfather; another set of siblings
never set foot in a traditional school.
Trust that God will give you specific di-
rection for your unique household. 

IN SUMMARY
As American citizens, we have the

right to home educate our children. In
fact, around two million American chil-
dren are currently taught at home.
Prayerful and honest consideration
should be given to all aspects of the
task before attempting it. �

The cost of tuition to attend a Chris-
tian school almost always exceeds the
cost of curriculum for home study. 

It takes more time to move a larger
number of persons from one place to
another, to take roll, schedule bath-
room breaks, and to walk to the cafe-
teria, than it does with a smaller unit
such as a family. Every minute gained
can be used to advance the schoolday
more quickly, leaving time for other
pursuits.

Students who grasp new concepts
at the first exposure can move forward
in a homeschool environment, where-
as in a classroom, the teaching is di-
rected to the medium range of under-
standing.

The student who stays home exclu-
sively to fulfill his study requirements
may lose out on the feeling of cama-
raderie with his peers, forming deep
friendships with his classmates, and
other such pros the Christian school
experience provides. On the pro side,
in a homeschool environment, those
bonds are formed with siblings and
parents. A deep allegiance is formed
not to an academic institution but to
his family.

Once again the subject of time
comes up. Transportation to and from
school takes time and energy, where-
as homeschooling minimizes or en-
tirely eliminates that aspect.

GENERAL SUGGESTIONS
For those living in states that require

the parents to report to their county, a
good rule of thumb is to provide only

peers can be a wonderful benefit if he
or she is involved in the wrong crowd
or simply has not yet developed per-
sonal standards and boundaries. Usu-
ally the alleged lack of social interac-
tion that homeschoolers experience is
balanced through sports or work in-
volvement, field trips made with other
homeschooling families, and regular
church involvement.

The blurring of grade separation can
be a natural result for homeschooled
siblings. Older students hear scholas-
tic concepts reinforced; younger stu-
dents receive a preliminary introduc-
tion to concepts they will learn later.

STATE REQUIREMENTS
Though home education is a legal

alternative in all fifty states, the range
of legal requirements from one state to
another varies greatly. An Internet
search for your particular state will an-
swer many questions, including re-
quirements for parents or other in-
structors, amount of hours required
per schoolday, which subjects are op-
tional and which are nonnegotiable,
how many schooldays per year must
be fulfilled, and much more. There you
can also find contact information for
beginning the application process.
The Home School Legal Defense As-
sociation (hslda.org) is one of several
excellent resources.

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
ALTERNATIVE

Christian values and principles can
be taught at a Christian school as well
as the home. There are things that
should be compared between the two
settings before making a choice.
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DO you remember this old joke?
God said to Adam and Eve, “I

have good news and I have bad news.”
Adam smiled. “What’s the good

news?” “I’m giving you free will,” God
replied. “What’s the bad news?” Eve
asked. “I’m giving you free will,” God
said again.

You have been called to some form
of ministry—teaching, leading, creat-
ing, or administrating at your church or
school. You had the free will to deny or
to answer God’s call. Congratulations!
You chose to serve God and others. It
is exciting to be an active member,
sharing your faith. But we can all get
overwhelmed at times in our lives. 

Do you sometimes cringe when it is
time to prepare a lesson, activity, or
curriculum for children, teens, or
adults at your church? Do you wonder
whether you will have the time or en-
ergy to fit in the proper preparation for
yet another task?

You are in good company. Moses
did not feel very confident when he
was called, either (Exod. 3). Take a
look at a little encouragement from
Galatians 6:  “And let us not be weary
in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not.” 

God has so many blessings for His
called, and His Word holds so many
promises. Study the above verse. God
tells us what to do—do not get weary
and do not give up.

His promises to those who do not is
that they will reap a harvest.

As a society, we tend to be over-
scheduled. There are time constraints
of working outside of and at home,
caring for children and shuttling them
to activities, practices, and events. 

When I was initially approached to
help with the puppet troop ministry at
our church, I was apprehensive. The
time involved was an immediate con-
cern. I was filled with massive doubt
about my ability and availability. I knew
nothing about puppet ministry, and
the only puppet I had ever maneu-
vered was one I received for Christ-
mas when I was in second grade. 

The commitment to and the learning

curve for the puppet ministry appeared
overwhelming; that is, until I returned to
the basics of my faith and accepted the
request for what it was, a calling.

My first active move toward accept-
ing the calling to the puppet ministry
was praying in the Spirit to know what
God was calling me to do. When I was
convicted by the Holy Spirit for doubt-
ing my ability, I was reminded of I Pe-
ter 4:10, exhorting believers to use the
gifts given from God to serve others. I
knew it was time to pray for the pup-
pet ministry, the children in my charge,
and their families. 

I prayed for my own competence for
the tasks at hand. I concentrated on
the honor God bestowed on me to
share the seeds of faith. In my case,
the puppet ministry has a twofold
blessing—ministering to the team and
ministering to the people who would
attend performances. 

So how do we get the enthusiasm
we once had to begin serving at
church or to reignite the passion for
serving or teaching? We need to return
to the basics. 

I want to share five steps to start a
new position with passion and to once
again ignite and burn with enthusiasm
for serving Jesus and teaching God’s
Word from the Holy Bible.

RECOGNIZE THE COMMAND
Webster’s New World College Dictio-

nary’s first definition for the word “com-
mand” is “to give an order or orders to;
direct with authority.” As I Corinthians
11:3 and Colossians 2:10 tells us, Je-
sus Christ is the Head of the church and
has the authority of heaven. As our
Head, Jesus gives us a command in
Matthew 28:19-20: “Go ye therefore,
teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things I have commanded
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world.”

With the authority of our Lord, we
have been instructed to share the
good news of Jesus Christ our Saviour
and make disciples in His name.

Christian education is of the utmost
importance in the spiritual warfare
against the devil and his schemes.
First Peter 5:8 reminds us the devil is
looking for someone to devour, so we
want our children, neighbors, and
friends to be armed against the devil,
as Ephesians 6:11 tells us. 

The National Association of Evan-
gelicals posted on their Web site a
graph of the results of a poll they took
asking people how old they were when
they trusted in Christ and became
Christians. Below are the findings:

Ages Percent
0-3 1%
4-14 63%
15-29 34%
30+ 2%

To see this information and read
more about the NAE, go to nae.net/
when-americans-become-christians/. 

These statistics affirm the importance
of Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the
way he should go: and when he is old,
he will not depart from it.” We share the
Word of God, and even if the person is
not always active in church, John 14:14-
26 promises us that the Spirit will help
people recall what was learned.

Everything is possible with God, but
it seems our window of opportunity to
plant seeds of faith drastically drops as
a person matures. In Matthew 18:3,
Christ warns us to become humble like
children. Children are naturally trusting,
and the follow their hearts. Perhaps fol-
lowing our heart and trusting is some-
thing adults rationalize away, making it
more difficult to accept faith as we age. 

REJOICE IN THE HONOR OF
YOUR CALLING

We read in Ephesians 4:11-12 that
God “gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets; and some, evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; for the
perfecting of the saints, for the for
work of the ministry for the edifying of
the body of Christ.” 

We need to recognize the honor be-
stowed on us as the called. We are in
great company. Noah was called in
Genesis, Moses in Exodus, Paul (Saul)
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things through Christ. He gives us
strength. We may not always feel ca-
pable but neither did Moses, Jonah, or
Gideon at first. We are reassured in 
II Corinthians 12:9-10 that God’s grace
is sufficient to make us strong. In Philip-
pians 2:12-13, we read that God works
through us, and I John 4:4 reminds us
that “greater is he that is in” us than “he
that is in the world.” First Thessalonians
5:24 reassures us, “Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also do it.” When we
return to the basics of the Bible, it takes
off the pressure we put on ourselves.
So as Ephesians 6:10 tells us, “Be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might.” Renew your passion for
God’s Word, and you will once again
burn with joy to serve. A verse for
strength to recall everyday if necessary
is Psalm 31:3: “For thou art my rock and
my fortress; therefore for thy name’s
sake lead me, and guide me.”

COMMIT TO TAKE ACTION
“Commit thy works unto the Lord,

and thy thoughts shall be established”
(Prov. 16:3). When we commit to the
Lord, whatever we plan in His name
will succeed for His glory. We must
continue in our pursuit and study of
God’s Word. Our prayer life is of ut-
most importance. Pray for the children
in your class and for their families.
Plant the seeds of faith by sharing
God’s Word with others. We may not
always see the harvest, but we are
planting the seeds. 

The Bible stories, songs, and even
the crafts you share make their way
home. Then they can plant a seed in a
sibling’s, the parents’, grandparents’,
or friend’s life.

on the road to Damascus in Acts, and
we all know the story of how Jonah
tried to outrun his call. We do not want
to imitate his behavior!  

You have been given the privilege to
prepare others to become believers
and disciples. It is an honor. You have
been chosen and appointed to bear
fruit (cf. John 15:16).

It is a typical human reaction to be
filled with self-doubt, but we have the
assurance of Hebrews 13:21, which has
been paraphrased into the saying, “God
does not call the equipped. He equips
the called.” Our confidence, as was
Paul’s, should rest in God, not our own
abilities (Gal. 6:14). We can relax about
our abilities. God is in control. We are
simply the vessel.

REJOICE IN YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY

We know God is in control and the
Holy Spirit is at work, but we still have
the responsibility to our calling. Peter
tells us, “Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure (II Pet. 1:10).

We have a responsibility to nurture our
own Christian life and to lead by exam-
ple. Philippians 1:27 instructs us, “Only
let your conversation be as it becometh
the gospel of Christ.” 

We need a diligent prayer life, in
which we pray for guidance and for the
Holy Spirit to nurture the seeds we
plant. Remember that according to
I John 5:14-15, when we pray accord-
ing to God’s will, we have the confi-
dence that He hears us. It is our re-
sponsibility to pray for our church
members, students, and their families.

According to II Peter 1:5-9, to be ef-
fective and productive in our calling,
we need certain attributes in increas-
ing measure. Those attributes are
faith, virtue (goodness), knowledge,
temperance (self-control), patience
(perseverance), godliness, kindness,
and charity (love).

RECOGNIZE YOUR STRENGTH
EVEN WHEN YOU ARE
OVERSCHEDULED 

Our inspiration and passion can be
renewed in God’s promises. Isaiah
40:31 promises, “But they that wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as ea-
gles; they shall run, and not be weary;
they shall walk, and not faint.” 

God’s Word inspires us. Philippians
4:13 reminds us that we can do all

For an example, I had a teenager in
my puppet troop whose father claimed
to be an atheist. The first few years, this
dad, who loved his son and attended all
his school performances, also attended
our public performances (he chose to
never attend any of the church puppet
performances). Our public and church
performances were both Bible-based;
we did not compromise our message
out in the field. What happened is that
we considered to be against all odds.
The young man’s father eventually be-
gan to come to the church performanc-
es and eventually attended church serv-
ices with his family. Rejoice in planting
seeds. 

As the director of a Christian pre-
school and daycare, the staff and I led
the children in prayers every day. Many
of our families did not belong to a church
body, but those parents would request
our prayers in writing because their chil-
dren wanted to pray at home with their
families. 

When or if you feel overwhelmed or
burned out, reflect on the basics from
God’s Word. God has commanded us
to make disciples in the name of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Live by the fruits of the Spirit in all that
you do (Gal. 5:22-23). Arm your chil-
dren, neighbors, and friends with the
Word of God so that they can stand
firm in the full armor of God to resist
the devil’s schemes (Eph. 6:11).

In summary, remember the com-
mand to make disciples of all nations,
sharing God’s love for all sinners
through the blood of His Son, our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ. �
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PASTOR, you may never have been
referred to as a “man of God”;

however, you are hopefully God’s rep-
resentative where you are. People do
not come to your church to hear ser-
mons about subjects other than spiri-
tual things. They do not come to your
Bible study to be guided with anything
other than biblical, godly counsel.
People call a scientist a “man of sci-
ence”; so why should they not call you
a “man of God”? God and His Word
should be your specialty. 

Hopeful ly, you have met God
through your conversion and are
working out “your own salvation with
fear and trembling” (Phil. 2:21). Are
you still walking with Him? Are you
cultivating a life of faith, thinking of
what God is doing around you and in
the world? Is your first thought What
does the Lord think about this? I am
not speaking about ecstatic experi-
ences or emotional reactions to the
extreme circumstances in life. I am
talking about your personal experi-
ences of reaching out to God in
prayer, and His speaking to you
through the Word, and the still, small
voice that sometimes comes to your
inner man, knowing who it is who
speaks. 

You might never speak of those
times to anyone, but they will leave an
indelible mark on you. In fact, there are
some things of which you may not
speak to anyone if you are to retain the
blessing of them. As A. W. Tozer used
to say, “Keep a little mystery on your
soul.”

If you are to become a man of God
in truth in this life, you must refrain
from everything that will compromise
a life of holiness before God. You must
not involve yourself in anything spiritu-
ally questionable. A worldly, unholy
man cannot be a real man of God, no
matter how many people call him a
man of God. 

The only instruction from the Word
that is addressed specifically to a

“man of God” is found in Paul’s letters
to Timothy. Paul was the “old man”
who had seen it all and had done it all.
He had the scars to prove it. He had
made the mistakes and endured the
agony of becoming a man of God. Un-
der the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
Paul wrote to the young pastor Timo-
thy to give instruction.

In I Timothy 6:11, God, through
Paul, instructed the man of God to
“flee” things like discontent with our
circumstances in this world, perverse
disputings of men of corrupt minds,
and the love of money (vss. 9-10).
Avoid and do not get involved with
people who insist on talking about
these things, even if it is your board of
deacons! Maybe you cannot always
avoid them, but at least try to steer the
conversation to godly things. Do not
argue or dispute about nonessentials.
Leave that to others.

The subject of politics is one area
that is filled with the things about
which Paul warned. You will fall into er-
ror and believe ideas or even have
emotions that do not fit into a life of
godliness. Flee spiritually negative
people and ideas so that, you will not
be “pierced . . . through with many sor-
rows” (I Tim. 6:10). 

So if you are to flee the spiritually
negative things, the spiritually posi-
tive things to pursue are righteous-
ness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
and meekness. Pursuing righteous-
ness means that you will have to do
your best to do that which is right in
God’s sight. Pursuing these things
must become your habit, and mind-
set.

Remember, we are to avoid all ap-
pearance of evil (I Thess. 5:22). The old
adage that “if it’s doubtful, it’s dirty” is
still a good one to follow and must be
followed with love, patience, and
meekness. If you get any flack for liv-
ing a righteous life, accept it—it goes
with the territory. Many hated the Lord
Jesus, who insisted on righteousness

from the leaders of Israel. If some peo-
ple hated Him, they will hate you. It is
sometimes just a matter of how they
openly or privately express it. 

Godliness means being like God,
thinking the way He does and speak-
ing the way wants us to. You will have
to be a deep student of the Word to be
able to understand at least a little of
how God thinks. Do not be legalistic
and judgmental. Do not make big
claims, exaggerating for effectly say-
ing, “God never does that!” Remem-
ber that the Lord Jesus loved and died
for every human being, even the most
unlovely and the worst and darkest of
sinners. If it were not for the grace of
God, you would never see heaven, ei-
ther! So be kind and loving toward
everyone. It is not yours to judge any-
one; all judgment is committed to the
Son of Man. Are you not glad about
that! God can graciously save anyone
He wants to.

Patience requires that you do have
to put up with and be forbearing and
kind to impossible people. The Lord is
patient with you, is He not? You can
pass that favor along to others, leav-
ing it with God to sort out the messes
later. 

Meekness will allow you to remem-
ber that you are God’s servant and the
servant of His people. You do not get
to call the shots or run the affairs of the
church or of any individual. It will be
difficult, but you must stay above the
fray.

There are a lot of things that do not
matter in the ongoing life of a congre-
gation. Save your opinion for when
someone asks for it, and even then be
very cautious. No need to alienate or
offend people needlessly! Save that
for when it is really necessary to take
a stand for the Lord.

Paul also told Timothy to “fight the
good fight of faith” (I Tim. 6:12). That
probably does not include angrily ar-
guing over doctrine or practice. It cer-
tainly means that you must struggle to
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Only God is perfect; but as a man of
God, you may be the prepared and
perfected servant of God that you
desperately need to be. Then you can
proceed to “all good works” that lie
before you. 

Your calling is to be the leader and
the role model for the sheep. This in-
cludes your attitude toward the un-
saved and any opposition you face.
You must exhibit love and compassion
for all of them, just as the Lord Jesus
did. It is true that He condemned the
hypocrites. But remember that He
could see into their hearts and know
their secret thoughts and attitudes.
We can leave to His judgment who and
what those are.

This article has focused mainly on
the “man of God” mentioned by Paul
in the epistles to Timothy. Certainly,
there are many other verses and pas-
sages on the subject. Becoming a
thoroughly prepared, mature, and
complete man of God is a lengthy sub-
ject and a task not to be taken lightly.
If you have been called to this, take
heart. God’s calling contains within it
His enabling. You are not expected to
be a man of God on your own. God un-
dertakes it with you. Your willingness,
His desire for you, and His enabling
meet at the point of your surrender to
Him for this task and calling. None of
this is conferred by an ordination
counsel or ceremony! It is the result of
many interactions between God and
His servant during whatever period of
time is necessary to complete the
work. 

Being called a “man of God,” desig-
nated as such by an ordination coun-
sel or a denomination or acclaimed as
such by any person or group of peo-
ple, is hollow. It is in name only. My
prayer is that you will respond to the
call of God and obediently follow Him
to become the complete, ful ly
equipped, spiritually mature, real man
of God described in the Word, con-
stantly growing in grace and the
knowledge of the One who has called
you.

Meanwhile, as you are growing, you
must be busy with the Father’s work.
If there is joy in heaven over one sin-
ner who repents, could there also be
joy in heaven over a servant who gets
his part right? So take heart. All of
heaven is looking on with anticipation
as He does a marvelous work in you.
Through you He will bless His people
and reach the lost. This is the highest
calling that one can receive. �

the actions of criminals are excused.
We (society) make allowances for
some criminal actions, claiming that
sometimes in their lives something has
damaged their self-esteem!

Read all of II Timothy 3, paying at-
tention to what follows this love of self
(vs. 2). It brings out the very worst in
people. Verse 5 mentions people
“having a form of godliness, but deny-
ing the power thereof.” It seems that
many spiritual leaders have fallen into
this trap. “Evil men and seducers (also
translated as deceivers or imposters)
will wax (become) worse and worse,
deceiving and being deceived” (vs.
13). Seminaries may become corrupt,
denominations may leave the truth,
but you, Pastor, must be a strong de-
fense for the sheep to stand against
the wolves of compromise and a form
of godliness that denies the Lord.

Paul reminded Timothy that he had
known the Scriptures from the time he
was a child (II Tim. 3:15). The Scrip-
tures had made Timothy “wise unto
salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.” Timothy had been
taught from the sacred writings that
Scripture is “given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness” (vss. 16-17). God
did this so “that the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all
good works.” 

Dig into the Word. Memorize pas-
sages you think you will need to an-
swer questions that will come up dur-
ing your ministry in your church or in
your community. Let the Lord lead you
in this pursuit. Make it a habit to an-
swer questions and situations with
Scriptural authority. It does not matter
what your opinion is or what others
say. When done with humility and
grace on your part, God will use the
Word to bless people. They will learn
that the Word has the answers they
need. 

You do not need to have an answer
for every question. You do need to
know that the Lord has the answer
and is the answer. At the judgment
seat of Christ, it will not matter what
others have said or done. Having
obeyed Him, you may leave to Him
the outcome. This thought is not to
make you careless or arrogant but
humble.

When the passage says that the
“man of God may be perfect” (II Tim.
3:17), God inspired the use of the
Greek word artios, fitted or perfected.

continue to believe and follow God’s
Word no matter what. You must trust
God with everything in your life. Re-
member that He raises up whom He
wills and takes down whom He wills.
Somebody wrote that he had read the
end of the Bible and we win! We do win
in Christ and with Him. In fact, we have
already won in Christ! There is no need
for you to win at anything other than
fleeing ungodliness and following after
godliness in your life. 

“Lay hold on eternal life” (I Tim. 6:12)
bears special mention. If you are
saved, you do in fact have eternal life
in Christ. You have the promise of be-
ing alive in Christ forever. We may die
(even be killed) physically but contin-
ue to live spiritually. One day each of
us believers will be reunited with a
(then) glorif ied body and go on
through eternity with Christ in heaven
(I Cor. 15:52; Phil. 3:21).

Laying hold on eternal life means
that you realize and eagerly seize the
fact that you have eternal life in Christ.
That is the prize in the high calling of
God. You can study in the Gospels
how the Lord Jesus thought about
Himself in this regard. He was meek
but totally fearless because He came
to do the Father’s will and finish the
work He was sent to do. As a pastor,
you have been sent to do the Father’s
will and to finish the work He has sent
you to do. So be fearless, but humble,
pressing on toward the finish line.

You must become a man of the
Book, a master student of the Bible. All
the secular psychology in the world is
no substitute for what the Bible says
about human nature and the cure for
its ills that we find there. As a young
father, I remember discussing with a
godly elderly pastor how to raise chil-
dren. Whatever “wonderful” ideas
from child-raising experts I came up
with, he would just quote back a Bible
verse at me! Soon I had nothing left to
say. That was some fifty years ago,
and his method of answering my
words from the Word sticks with me. If
anyone ever remembers anything
about you, it should be that you knew
the Lord and His Word.

Another verse where “the man of
God” appears is II Timothy 3:17. Sec-
ond Timothy 3 starts with a prophecy
about the last days—do you doubt
that we are in them? People in our so-
ciety have become the most self-wor-
shipping people in history! The idea
that our self-esteem is what matters
most is pervasive. Sometimes even



SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM PUBLISHED
BY UNION GOSPEL PRESS

To learn more about these publications for your Sunday School Department, call 1-800-638-9988
(Monday–Friday 8:00 A.M.–4:25 P.M.), or go online at uniongospelpress.com.

The Bible Expositor and Illuminator, Adult Bible Teacher, and
Adult Bible Class are available in regular and large-print editions.

itot r a

Sund

d Illl umin

*
* *

*
*

*
*

* Publications available in e-book form.


