Gospel Herald
and The Sunday School Times
Spring Quarter 2016

Minute Meditations
The Gift of Faith
BY

JOHN LINEBERRY, M.S.

March 6, 2016—Read Mark 9:23. A family crisis struck
when a dumb spirit possessed a son from the earliest
days of his youth. Jesus assured the father his son would
be all right if the father would only believe. “Faith” translates pistis, meaning trust and confidence in God. The father had great faith in the Lord. His son was healed and
restored. To review our own spiritual level, we should examine our trust in the Lord.
March 13, 2016—Read Mark 10:27. The rich young
ruler had a yearning in his soul to be right with God. He
identified Christ’s deity in the words “Good Master” or
“Teacher” (vs. 17). The ruler learned that keeping the commandments was insufficient for salvation. Salvation
comes in trusting Jesus for eternal life (John 17:3), for Jesus is the only way to the Father (14:6).
March 20, 2016—Read Mark 14:30. The righteous path
will not always be straight and narrow. There will be times
of testing. In such times, we need to trust the Lord for an
escape to victory (cf. I Cor. 10:13). The Lord designed
testings to make us better, not bitter. Peter boasted about
his undying loyalty to Christ (Mark 14:29, 31). Peter’s
stamina melted when servant girls pointed him out as a
follower of Christ (vss. 66, 67, 69). Restoration comes with
confession and forgiveness (I John 1:9).
March 27, 2016—Read Mark 16:6. “Resurrection” is
the meaning of anastasis—the rising up of the body.
Christ’s resurrection is the great miracle of Christianity.
When Jesus’ followers knew He was alive, their faith took
a noticeable leap forward. The empty tomb told of Christ’s
defeat of death and the devil. With an invigorated faith,
the disciples served the Lord without fear.
April 3, 2016—Read Luke 7:9. The centurion was a military man of authority. His position enabled him to understand
the power and authority of Christ. Going to the centurion’s
house to heal his servant was unnecessary, for Christ spoke
the word and the servant was healed (vs. 10). Jesus said the
centurion’s faith was the greatest in Israel (vs. 9).
April 10, 2016—Read Luke 7:50. How often do some
people emphasize religious ritual and tradition for salvation of the soul? The truth is that only saving faith guarantees salvation from sin. Peace to the heart comes by
faith alone (Rom. 5:1). Soul tranquility rests only upon the
finished work of Christ at the Cross.
April 17, 2016—Read Luke 8:35. The demon-possessed man was a wild man, roaming among the tombs.
Everything became new when he met Christ (cf. II Cor.
5:17). People saw a changed man, “sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind” (Luke 8:35). The man
experienced the “perfect peace” of Isaiah 26:3.
April 24, 2016—Read Luke 15:24. Many times, youthful aspirations and dreams lead to unwise choices. The
prodigal son wanted to explore life by going to the big city,
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where he had many friends until his money ran out. Broke
and lonely in the far country, the prodigal decided to return home to the father’s house (vss. 17-18). That is a picture of the sinner returning to God, who is merciful and
loving, despite our sin.
May 1, 2016—Read Luke 17:5. When walking with the
Lord on the path of life, a believer will soon become aware
that more faith will enable him to climb higher mountains
and win more triumphs over trials. Increased faith comes
through meditation on the Word (cf. Ps. 1:2), prayer (cf.
Matt. 7:7-8), and witnessing (cf. Acts 1:8). All spiritual exercises are building blocks to maturity and service.
May 8, 2016—Read Luke 17:15. An ungrateful attitude
will rob the soul of joy. Ten lepers received healing at the
hand of the Master, but only one, a Samaritan, returned
to give thanks (vss. 11-16). The Lord could also ask us,
“Where are the nine?” (vs. 17). Usually, 20 percent of
church people do 80 percent of the work. Disinterest and
crammed schedules are among the hindrances in serving
the Lord.
May 15, 2016—Read Luke 18:14. God’s way up is
down. As long as one nourishes the pride of the flesh,
there will be no humility. Spiritual love “vaunteth not itself”
(does not brag on itself) (I Cor. 13:4). Those who exalt
themselves already have their reward. It is better to walk
the path of self-denial so that one’s reward will shine as
gold to the glory of the Lord. Walking with the Lord in humility brings joy and delight to the believer. The yielded
believer will seek to honor the Lord in thought, word, and
deed (cf. Col. 3:17).
May 22, 2016—Read Luke 18:17. Evangelist
D. L. Moody (1837–99) told a friend that two and one-half
people were saved in a church service, meaning not two
adults and a child but two children and an adult. Children
readily believe the gospel without argumentation and
doubt. The Master said, “Whosoever shall not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein” (Mark 10:15).
May 29, 2016—Read Luke 19:10. Jesus’ mission to
earth was to seek and to save the lost. The Lord came not
to reform but to transform men with the provision of the
gospel. The word “salvation” is from so-te-ria, denoting deliverance, preservation, and safety. Salvation is illustrated
in the history of Israel: they were delivered from Egyptian
bondage, preserved in the wilderness, and made to dwell
safely in the land. Salvation is God’s greatest work, for
“Salvation is of the Lord” (Jonah 2:9), from its inception
on earth to its glorious consummation in heaven. In view
of all the Lord has done for us, let us resolve in our hearts
to please Him by doing His will always. Such dedication
to the Lord will result in a “full reward” when we stand before Him (II John 1:8). 夝
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Risen Indeed
BY

JOHN ALVA OWSTON, D.MIN.

T is evident to most observant Christians that our world is becoming increasingly secularized and less religious.
This is especially true in nations where
science and technology seem to be worshipped by the masses. This is not to say
that technology is inherently evil, but
such dependence upon what man can
do diverts our attention from the Lord of
the universe, who can do all things and
who alone deserves our worship.
While human progress and knowledge seem to be advancing at breakneck speed, there is still much ignorance and superstition in the world.
And it is not limited to the lesser developed areas of our world.
Think for a moment about some of
the more common customs associated with Easter. Do these practices

I

have anything to do with the resurrection of Christ? The origins of some of
these customs can be real eye-openers for many. Consequently, a lot of
people associate Easter with things
that have absolutely nothing to do with
biblical Christianity.
Of course, the real message of Easter is, “The Lord is risen indeed” (Luke
24:34). Everything the church has to
say to the world stands or falls on the
resurrection of Christ. But can we really believe that Jesus literally rose from
the grave? Or should this story simply
be viewed as ancient mythology?
How then do we know that the resurrection of Christ actually occurred? Is
there sufficient proof to silence the
skeptics who claim that the resurrection
was a fabrication of early Christians?

From the Editor’s Desk
“Don’t Forget Mom”
BY

DON RUFF

OU can fool some of the people all
of the time, all of the people some
of the time, but you can’t fool Mom.
She’s pretty nice, and she’s pretty smart.
If you do what Mom says, you won’t go
far wrong.” These were the closing remarks of the host of a children’s show
that was popular for some time, many
years ago, in Northeast Ohio.
Those were nice things to say about
moms. At the heart of the host’s statements there was the reminder that
mothers deserve our love and respect.
Motherhood has never been easy. A
mother can be bombarded from every
side about looking a certain way, being
a certain weight, and having the right
cooking and cleaning skills. She can
be torn between staying at home with
the kids or working outside the home.
There is no end to the pressures.
This Mother’s Day, honor moms who
diligently try to please God by loving and
serving their families. Christians, of
course, are commanded to give honor
to mothers (Exod. 20:12; Eph. 6:1-3).

Y
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If you are blessed to have a mother
who is loving and godly, do not take
her for granted. Thank the Lord (every
day) for such a blessing. Obey and
help her. Show her the love and respect she deserves. This issue of the
GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL TIMES contains some articles about this subject that we hope
you find helpful.
If you are not blessed with a mother
who shows godly wisdom, virtue, kindness, and love (cf. Prov. 31), pray for her
anyway. Pray that she will give her life to
Jesus Christ.
Although there is no direct reference
to Mother’s Day in the Bible, we can
find solid biblical support for celebrating, honoring, revering, and loving
godly mothers. They play an invaluable role in the shaping of our personal lives and in society in general.
So this Mother’s Day, give your
mother a gift—a card, flowers, or
candy. But even more so, revere,
prize, and honor her. 夝

EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY
There are a number of ways to verify
something as true. DNA and fingerprints
left at a crime scene can at least prove
that someone was there, although they
may not prove that that individual committed the crime in question. In a court
of law, evidence is presented in an attempt to either prove or disprove the allegations of the prosecution.
Perhaps the most compelling evidence in any court is eyewitness testimony. It is given by someone who was
there, who actually witnessed what
happened. Of course, eyewitnesses
have been mistaken or confused, and
they are usually limited in number. Often there is only one.
When we come to the resurrection
of Christ, however, there were many
witnesses. Christ, in fact, appeared to
over five hundred on one occasion, an
event that could still be verified when
Paul wrote about it (I Cor. 15:6).
From the accounts recorded in the
New Testament, it can be concluded
that He made from ten to twelve separate appearances. Since these appearances occurred over forty days
(Acts 1:3), there could have been many
more appearances that were simply
not recorded (cf. John 20:30-31).
At first, several of those to whom Jesus appeared were skeptical, indicating
that they were not gullible people. They
were, in fact, just the opposite: they demanded proof of the resurrection.
When the women who had gone to
anoint Jesus’ body returned to report
an empty tomb, they were met with
scorn. As far as the apostles were concerned, the women were deluded or,
at best, confused. “And their words
seemed to them as idle tales, and they
believed them not” (Luke 24:11).
In spite of the fact that Christ told His
disciples that He would be crucified and
raised (Matt. 16:21), they apparently did
not take His words literally. “For as yet
they knew not the scripture, that he must
rise again from the dead” (John 20:9).
The above is best illustrated in the account of Thomas, who would not believe the others who claimed to have
seen the Lord. Thomas declared, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of
the nails, and put my finger into the print
of the nails, and thrust my hand into his
side, I will not believe” (John 20:25).
While the doubting of the disciples
seemingly puts them in a bad light, this
would eventually work to their advantage. As honest men, they could not

easily be fooled by a supposed resurrection story. Once convinced, however, they became staunch proclaimers of
the risen Christ. As Peter said later, “For
we cannot but speak the things which
we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20).
The very fact that the disciples were
willing to jeopardize their own safety by
preaching the resurrection indicates
that they were fully convinced of its
truth. While people may be willing to die
for what they believe, they will not usually die for what they know to be false.
Since the disciples were trustworthy
witnesses, it is reasonable to conclude
that they were telling the truth. We can
therefore trust their testimony.
ENEMIES CONVERTED
While most of the people who opposed Christ during His ministry continued to persecute His followers after the
founding of the church, there were some
notable exceptions. We do not know the
details, but Luke tells us that shortly after Pentecost, “a great company of the
priests were obedient to the faith” (Acts
6:7). This could have included some of
the Sadducees who had opposed
Christ, although we cannot be sure
which priests accepted Christ.
But the most notable convert of early Christianity was Saul of Tarsus, better known to us as Paul. Since Saul
was presumably not present in Israel
during the life of Christ, he probably
showed up in Jerusalem for Pentecost
or shortly thereafter. Likely accepting
the verdict of his fellow Pharisees that
Jesus was a messianic pretender, Saul
set out to destroy what he believed to
be a heretical movement (Acts 9:1-2).
Saul’s life and his goals changed on
the Damascus road, however. Confronted with the risen Christ, whatever
SPRING QUARTER 2016

arguments were being used by him to
discredit the resurrection came to an
abrupt end. Fully convinced that Jesus was alive, Saul immediately
“preached Christ in the synagogues,
that he is the Son of God” (Acts 9:20).
For Saul to begin preaching the resurrection meant the loss of everything he
cherished (Gal. 1:13-17; Phil. 3:3-11).
From a worldly perspective, he had
nothing to gain. The conversion of Saul
of Tarsus and others like him only served
to verify the truth of the resurrection.
History has many examples of those
who attempted to disprove Christianity and have instead been gloriously
converted to Christ. The fact that the
church of Christ was not destroyed at
the very beginning proves that it was
not founded upon a lie.
EMPTY TOMB
The empty tomb also testifies to the
veracity of the resurrection accounts.
Whatever else unbelievers may think
about Christianity, they have to admit
three things: Christ lived, Christ died,
and His tomb is empty. The women saw
that it was empty, the apostles saw that
it was empty, and the guards saw that it
was empty.
Of course, the empty tomb does not
necessarily prove that Christ arose.
What then became of the body of Jesus? When the guards returned to the
Jewish leaders and informed them
that the body of Christ was missing,
they were told to say that the disciples
had come and stolen it. Bribed by the
authorities, the guards “took the money, and did as they were taught: and
this saying is commonly reported
among the Jews until this day” (Matt.
28:15). To have admitted that they
were sleeping on guard duty would

have jeopardized the very lives of
these soldiers (cf. Acts 12:19).
Other skeptics have suggested that
the enemies of Jesus stole His body.
But if this were true, they would have
simply produced the corpse of Christ
to prove that the apostles were lying.
That would have completely discredited the gospel message from day one.
Still others have said that the women
went to the wrong tomb. It is, however,
somewhat absurd to think that they
would have forgotten so quickly where
their beloved Master had been buried.
This would also mean that the angels
and Peter went to the wrong tomb!
Some have even argued that Christ
did not really die on the cross but was
only presumed dead. According to this
theory, Jesus revived from His presumably lifeless state in the tomb and came
forth from the grave. This theory was
postulated in a popular 1960s-era book
suggesting that Jesus and His disciples
hatched a plot to trick people into believing He was the Messiah. Obviously,
the Roman soldiers on the death detail
knew that Christ was dead. They made
sure of that when they pierced His side
(John 19:31-34). Even so, the centurion
concluded that Jesus was “the Son of
God” (Matt. 27:54; Mark 15:39).
Another theory is that the disciples
were hallucinating or seeing a vision,
not an actual appearance of Christ after His death and burial. But the Lord
actually challenged His followers to
examine His body (Luke 24:36-43;
John 20:27), indicating that this was
neither a hallucination nor a vision.
We can then with reasonable certainty—the kind of certainty that verifies any historical event—conclude
that the biblical accounts concerning
the resurrection are true. This means
that Jesus of Nazareth was and is the
very Son of God who died for our sins
and arose the third day (I Cor. 15:3-5).
This also proves that His apostles and
other writers of the New Testament are
credible witnesses. To doubt their testimony is to doubt God. As C. S. Lewis
argues in Mere Christianity, Jesus was
either a liar, a lunatic, or the Lord.
There are really no other choices.
So when Easter Sunday arrives, remember that it is not just a day to dress
up in fine clothing, to meet for special
sunrise services, to listen to beautiful
music, or to do those other things associated with this particular day. Rather, it
is a day to celebrate Jesus’ victory over
sin, death, and Satan. His victory is our
(Continued on page 9)
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My Mother, My Friend
BY

OT a day goes by that I do not
think about and thank God for my
mother. She has been a source of
guidance and inspiration my whole
life. Just as it says in Titus 2:4, she has
been and continues to be a wise and
good teacher.
Born in Toronto, Canada, during the
Great Depression, my mother was the
only child of working parents. In those
days, it was not common for married
women to work outside the home; but
as far as my mother can recall, her
mother went out to work in an office all
the years she was growing up. Her father tried to get her ready for school
before he left for his job, attempting to
braid her hair and make her presentable as best he could.
My mother was raised mainly by her
godly grandmother who lived with
them. Nan was the only Christian in
the household and regularly took Mom
to Sunday school, where she heard
about Jesus and gave her heart to Him
at a young age. Every Sunday, grandmother and granddaughter walked
hand in hand along the quiet streets to
church, the very church that I would
one day grow up attending too.
Life was not always peaceful in the
home where my mother grew up. Her
grandfather drank and would often
come home intoxicated and become
abusive. The house was dark, and
doors were kept shut, probably to
save on electric bills and to keep the
heat in. When World War II began in

N
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GAIL SCHUIT

1939, the regulation blackout curtains
made things even darker. For a young
girl, it all added to a feeling of loneliness. She spent most of her time at the
neighbor’s home wishing she was part
of their boisterous family.
In her late teens, my mother started
to drift away from the Lord. Her grandmother never stopped praying for her
and regularly reminded her that she
should not go anywhere she could not
take Jesus. As soon as she finished
high school, Mom got a secretarial job
at a telephone company. She met my
father there, and they were married a
couple of years later.
Marrying into Dad’s family gave
Mom the happy family life she had always craved. Her mother-in-law
taught her how to cook and sew and
how to manage a home. There were
many happy times around the table
with Dad’s two brothers and sister and
his loving parents.
When I came along a year later,
Mom felt convicted to take me to Sunday school. She returned to the Lord
with a passion, which has only grown
stronger through the years.
Even though Dad was not a believer at the time, he never objected to
Mom’s taking me, and eventually my
three brothers, to church. He drove us
there and picked us up every Sunday.
He took us to girls and boys clubs,
then to youth group when we became
teenagers. The Lord used my mother’s
fervent prayers and love for my father

to draw him to trust in Christ as his
Saviour many years later.
Ours was a very happy home. My
mother was a stay-at-home mom all
through our childhood and beyond.
She was there to see us off to school
in the morning and was always there
to welcome us home in the afternoon.
Since she grew up lonely, she was determined to make family time a priority. We always ate supper together. She
made simple, healthy meals, making
sure everyone ate properly and mannerly, leaving nothing on our plates.
We talked about our day, often remaining at the table long after the food
was gone. It was there that we learned
how to get along, how to be kind, how
to listen, and how to obey. There were
many late-night conversations at that
kitchen table with Mom, especially
during my teenage years. She was
never too tired or too busy to listen and
to give me her thoughts and advice.
I remember long summer evenings
on our small veranda when our family
would sit together. We did not have to
do anything, and there was nothing
scheduled; we simply enjoyed being in
one another’s presence. We played
board games and did puzzles together. We laughed at Dad’s corny jokes. I
really cannot recall too many of the
gifts I received through the years, but
I do remember those special moments.
Our home was not fancy, but it was
cozy, clean, and beautiful. All of us
were expected to help with household
chores, including washing and drying
dishes, setting the table for meals, raking leaves in the yard, and putting
away laundry.
Mom has been a great example of
the Proverbs 31 woman. She has always loved taking care of her family
and her home. I do not think she meant
to be intentional about it at the time;
but Mom taught me how to be thrifty,
how to make a dollar stretch for food,
clothing, or any necessity. If we did not
have the money for something, we
saved until we did. We always “made
do” and never wasted anything. Waste
Not, Want Not was our family motto,
and I still live by that motto today. We
were taught to appreciate everything
we had and to be thankful. My mother

knew what it was like to grow up with
food shortages and ration books. By
comparison to her younger years, we
were rich!
Mom’s relationship with God made
me want what she had. I can remember her sitting down at the kitchen
table with her Bible to listen to a Christian radio broadcast every day as I
went off to high school. Filling her
mind with the things of God was very
important to her. This made a great impact on me; rather than just tell us we
should start each day with God, she
actually gave us an example to follow.
I would often see her kneeling by her
bedside at night when I passed my
parents’ room on my way to bed. I
knew I was being prayed for, and it
gave me great comfort.
She taught us to work hard, to be
honest and thoughtful, and to always
do our best. She passed along her
grandmother’s sayings, such as
“Don’t go anywhere you can’t take Jesus,” which I have passed along to my
own children. When she shared
thoughts about her Bible reading, my
siblings and I were uninterested at
times; but those words stayed with us,
and our impassive faces never deterred her.
My mother has always been my
greatest encourager, even when it
meant great pain for her. When I felt led
to go to Africa to do missionary work
at twenty-one years of age, she never
tried to stop me or tell me she would
miss me too much and would rather
have me home.
She did not know it at the time, but I
would be away from her for the next
twenty-three years. Except for visits
every four years, she would not see her
grandchildren; and our times together
would be few. It was great sacrificial
love on her part to let her only daughter
go. But for her, there was no question.
God had told one of her children to go
to Africa, and she would never stand in
the way. I have dozens of my mother’s
cards and letters that she sent to me
over the years. Every one of them encourages me to persevere, to depend
on God’s loving care in whatever circumstances I find myself.
Although our times together are still
few and far between since we live
eight hours apart, they are always
filled with happy, memory-making moments. She is not only my mother; she
is also my best friend. We have
laughed until we have cried, bent over
breathless on a street corner. We visit
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almost every day on the phone and
never run out of things to talk about.
We discuss our joys and heartaches
and things the Lord is teaching us. She
has inspired me to be myself, because
that is who God made me to be.
Mom is much more vivacious than I
am, and her enthusiasm and interest in
everything around her is limitless. She
has opened my eyes to the beauty of
nature, to the joys of gardening, and to
the everyday blessings, big and small,
that God bestows upon us. She has
taught me that each day is a gift, that
we are not meant to pine for the past
or worry about the future. She reminds
me daily how good, trustworthy, faithful, and personal God is.
When Dad passed away in 2005, it
was Mom who held the rest of us together. Her faith and trust in the Heavenly Father never wavered, even
though her heart was breaking. She has
utter confidence in Him and His ways.
On my living room wall is a plaque
that Mom bought me years ago. It
contains the words “Kindness Matters.” Simple but thought provoking, it
reminds me of days gone by when she
admonished my siblings and me to be
kind to each other. I have known my
mother to be kind not only to family
and friends but to total strangers as
well, taking time to listen to another’s
burdens, giving money with no
thought of being repaid, and offering a
shoulder to cry on.
In the book The Prayer of Mary
(Thomas Nelson) by Keith Fournier,
there is a paragraph about authentic
spirituality and true faith that makes
me think of my mother. “How we
hunger to encounter genuinely spiritual people! And truly spiritual Christians
are those who understand their lowly
estate, but in the midst of it all abandon themselves fully and completely
to a loving and merciful God who has
imprinted His own image upon them.
By seeking to know Him, they become
like Him. They do not shout or strut.
They do not insist on their own way.
They defer—and refer—everyone they
meet to the God they love.”
That is how my mother lives. She often tells me of the tears she weeps
during her morning time with God because of how merciful and loving and
gracious He has been, and still is, to
her. She has abandoned herself fully
and completely to Him.
For decades, my mother has been
seeking to know the Lord and become
like Him. She refers everyone she

meets to the God she loves. Her
friends come to her home for tea and
leave encouraged and strengthened in
their faith. Cashiers and waiters are
blessed when she tells them that God
loves them. There is never any doubt
in the minds of those who meet her
that her greatest priority in life is to
bring glory to God.
My mother will never be known for
any big accomplishments. Her name
is not known all over the world, but we,
her children, cherish her. We “arise up,
and call her blessed” (Prov. 31:28).
Many lives have been touched with
her love and kindness. One day, when
she meets the Lord and Saviour faceto-face, I expect that she will hear the
words of Matthew 25:23: “Well done,
good and faithful servant.” Until then,
I will make as many happy moments
as I can with her—my dearest mother
and my closest friend. 夝

Our Doctrinal
Statement
1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.
2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.
7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.
8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.
9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.
10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.
—Union Gospel Press Division
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Memorials
BY

JACK RIGGS

EMORIAL DAY is a special American holiday celebrated on the
last Monday of May. On that day, the
nation honors the memory of men and
women who died while serving in the
U.S. military. Memorial Day was first
known as Decoration Day. It originated after the Civil War to honor the
Union and Confederate soldiers who
died in that war. By the late 1860s,
Americans had begun holding springtime tributes to their fallen soldiers,
decorating their graves with flowers.
By the twentieth century, Memorial
Day had been extended to honor all
Americans who have died while serving
in our country’s military. The current
name, “Memorial Day,” became the official name in 1968 with the Uniform Holidays Bill. Congress passed this bill as
part of a move to use federal holidays to
create three-day weekends.
Memorial Day parades are held in
many cities and towns in tribute to the
countless soldiers who have fallen in
battle. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or
memorials particularly to honor those
who have died in military service. Volunteers place an American flag on
each grave in our national cemeteries.
In the Bible, there are a number of memorials mentioned. The Hebrew and
Greek words translated “memorial” in
the Old Testament and New Testament
are derived from verbal roots meaning
“to remember.” To understand the significance of a memorial, we must first
understand the meaning and usage of
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“to remember.” “To remember” is normally understood as mentally recalling
something from the past, while “memorial” is understood as something that
serves to preserve the memory of the
past or something that keeps alive the
memory of someone or something.
In the Bible, “to remember” often
represents the broader idea of the resultant action of recalling something
from the past. We will look at some examples of memorials in Scripture that
show how remembering on the part of
God or His people is essential.
THE RAINBOW
The Lord made a covenant with
Noah, his three sons, and every generation following them, along with all
the animals that departed from the ark
and their succeeding generations. The
Lord obligated Himself to never again
destroy all life by a flood. He had just
destroyed all life outside of Noah’s ark
(Gen. 7:23) with a universal flood (vss.
19-20). The highest mountains were
covered to a depth of about twentytwo feet by the floodwaters, indicating
that the whole earth was affected.
God provided an outward and visible “token,” meaning a sign, as a constant reminder of His sacred agreement (Gen. 9:12). He created and set
His rainbow in the clouds at that moment. No rain had fallen prior to the
Flood in Noah’s day (2:5). The Lord invested the rainbow with a special
meaning for Himself and man. Whenever man sees the marvelous display

of a rainbow overarching the horizon,
he sees the sign of God’s faithfulness
to keep His covenant promise.
The rainbow assures us of God’s
mercy and grace. Its appearance in
the sunshine after a rainfall is unique
for its splendor and beauty. It cheers
us to see its spectacular display in the
sky. The rainbow reassures us of
God’s promise of the continuity of the
seasons following the Noahic Flood
(Gen. 8:22). He faithfully maintains the
regularity of the agricultural seasons
for the benefit of man and the animal
world (Ps. 104:10-17).
The rainbow is a perpetual reminder
to God of His covenant (Gen. 9:15-16).
God never forgets His obligations. But
the term “remember” in reference to
God means He turns His attention to
someone (cf. 19:29; 30:22). The rainbow is a reminder that God gives His
attention to man by never destroying
the present earth with a flood. Rather,
He maintains the course of times and
seasons (8:22).
THE PASSOVER
Moses told the Israelites to remember
the day in which they came out of Egypt,
“the house of bondage,” where they suffered (Exod. 13:3). God brought them
out with His mighty hand. The night before, He had passed through the land of
Egypt and struck dead the firstborn
males of man and beast (12:29). The Israelites were spared from divine judgment by observing the Passover instructions given to them through Moses.
The Lord promised to kill Pharaoh’s
firstborn son if Pharaoh would not allow the Lord’s people to leave Egypt
(Exod. 4:23). So He struck the firstborn
males of man and beast in Egypt at
midnight (11:4-6; 12:29). This was after the Israelites observed the Passover, including the sprinkling of the
blood of the Passover lamb on the
doorposts and lintel and the eating of
the Passover meal (12:3-13, 28).
The blood of the lamb on the doorposts of each Israelite home was a “token,” meaning a sign to the Lord (Exod.
12:13). The application of the blood
pointed to the trust of the Israelite families that the lives of their firstborns would
be spared by the death of a substitute.
When the Lord saw the blood, He
passed over those homes, sparing them
from His judgment. The Passover celebration derived its name from the Lord’s
passing over the Israelites’ homes.
The Lord executed judgment on the

gods of Egypt that night as well (Num.
33:4). He powerfully demonstrated that
He alone is God. Those gods were worshipped in the forms of animals, such as
bulls, goats, lions, crocodiles, jackals,
and hippopotamuses. Even Pharaoh’s
eldest son and assumed successor had
divine properties supposedly. The sudden death of these firstborn sacred representatives exposed them as impotent
to defend Egypt.
The Passover was to be observed
annually on that day throughout all the
generations of Israel as a lasting memorial of the Lord’s redemption and
deliverance (Exod. 12:14, 17).
The Passover has a special appeal
for believers to remember. The sacrificial death of the Passover lamb foreshadowed the sacrificial death of Jesus
Christ. Christ is the Lamb of God (John
1:29). As our Passover Lamb (I Cor.
5:7), His shed blood saves us from
God’s wrath (Rom. 5:9) and redeems
and forgives us of our sins (Eph. 1:7).
THE EPHOD AND THE
BREASTPLATE
The ephod was part of the special
attire that the high priest wore when he
appeared before the Lord in the most
holy place (Exod. 28:6-8). The ephod
was a sleeveless outer garment consisting of two pieces hanging from the
shoulders covering his upper body
somewhat like a vest. The front and
back parts were fastened together on
the shoulders by golden buckles. A
“curious girdle,” or decorative sash,
held the ephod at the waist.
An onyx stone was placed on each
shoulder of the ephod (Exod. 28:9-12).
There has been much debate concerning what type of stone it was, but some
suggest it was sardonyx, which is an excellent material for engraving. An onyx
stone was equal in value to gold (cf.
Gen. 2:12; Job 28:16). Six of the names
of the tribes of Israel were carefully engraved on one stone according to their
birth order. The remaining six names
were engraved on the second stone according to their birth order. The two
onyx stones were set in “ouches,”
meaning settings of gold (Exod. 28:11).
The significance of these onyx stones
was that they bore the names of Israel’s
twelve tribes before the Lord as “memorial” stones (Exod. 28:12). The high
priest brought the names of the people
of Israel upon the strength of his shoulders into the Holy of Holies. As their representative, he made atonement there
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for their sins (Lev. 16:30).
The two engraved onyx stones assured the Israelites that the Lord knew
and was concerned for all of them. He
would respond to the high priest’s intercession for their well-being.
The high priest also wore a breastplate as part of his special ceremonial
dress (Exod. 28:15-30). The breastplate
was made of embroidered cloth and
worn over the chest of the high priest. It
was really a nine-inch square pouch,
made by folding upward a piece of woven fabric. The upper two corners were
fastened to the ephod, with the lower
two corners fastened to the ephod just
above the belt worn around his waist.
The breastplate had an arrangement of twelve different precious gemstones in four rows of three each. Each
stone was set in a gold setting and
was inscribed with the name of an Israelite tribe.
The high priest alone symbolically
brought all Israel in with him into the
most holy place. The engraved tribal
names of Israel were a “memorial before
the Lord continually” (Exod. 28:29). The
high priest bore them upon his heart (vs.
30). The Lord had not forgotten them,
for He will never forget His people (Isa.
49:15-16). The people of Israel were assured that their names were brought before the Lord God of the nation.
With the engraved names of Israel
on the ephod and the breastplate of
the high priest, the nation was doubly
represented before the Lord. This foreshadowed Christ’s representing us
before the Lord in heaven. He entered
the most holy place in heaven to appear in the presence of God on our behalf (Heb. 9:24). He has accomplished
our eternal redemption (10:10, 14). He
lives evermore to bring our names as
a memorial to the Father in continual
intercession for us (7:25).
THE LORD’S SUPPER
Christians observe the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of the suffering
and death of Christ (I Cor. 11:23-26). It
is a visible sermon that proclaims the
message of the Cross (cf. 1:18, 2:2)
until the Lord returns (11:26).
When Christ gave His disciples the
bread that He had just broken, He told
them it represented His body (I Cor.
11:24). He was portraying for them the
fact that it would be broken. His body
was violently beaten and bruised for
our benefit.
The cup from which Christ drank

and then gave to His disciples to drink
represented His shed blood (I Cor.
11:25). The shedding of His blood was
caused by violent acts against Him.
His blood was shed for the forgiveness
of sins (Matt. 26:28). Christ willingly
committed Himself to be a sacrifice for
sins (Heb. 10:5-7), for without the
shedding of blood, there could be no
forgiveness of our sins (9:22).
The eating of the bread and the
drinking of the cup are to be done “in
remembrance of me” (I Cor. 11:24-25),
Christ said. The sacrifices offered under the law brought sins continually to
remembrance (Heb. 10:1, 3). The
Lord’s Supper brings to our remembrance Christ’s once-and-for-all sacrifice for the remission of sins (vs. 10).
Paul had to remind the Corinthian
church about the sacred significance
of the Lord’s Supper (I Cor. 11:20-22).
They needed to reflect on its serious
implications for them. The Lord’s Supper is much more than simply recalling
a historical event. It is remembering
Christ’s death in a way that fills our
hearts with thanksgiving. It involves
remembering His death in a way that
prompts us continually to live for God
as living sacrifices (Rom. 12:1). 夝

Risen Indeed
(Continued from page 5)

victory. As Paul put it, “Thanks be to
God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ” (I Cor. 15:57).
Because of this victory, we are to be
“stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord” (vs.
58). We should not be reminded of
these things only on Easter. We need to
hear them every Lord’s Day. Our gathering on the first day of the week (cf.
Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:2) is an ongoing
commemoration of Christ’s resurrection on the first day of the week (Matt.
28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1).
It is because of Christ’s resurrection
that we have hope for this world and
hope for the future (I Cor. 15:19). One day
we shall also have new, glorified bodies
(I Cor. 15: 35-44; II Cor. 5:1-8; Phil. 3:2021). Sin, sickness, sorrow, and death
will be forever behind us (Rev. 21:1-4).
As Jesus declared, “Because I live, ye
shall live also” (John 14:19). 夝
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The Marriage That Pleases God
BY

HERE is little doubt that marriage is
under attack these days. Couples
dissolve their marriages, causing harm
to themselves and to their children.
Single-parent households, created
from divorce and from young people
deciding not to get married, are increasingly on the rise.
Many people have redefined what
marriage is, making it mean whatever
they decide they want it to mean. So
many couples agree to live together
without being married, calling the marriage license old-fashioned and unnecessary. Same-sex couples are
stubbornly determined to press for the
privileges, recognition, and respect
that the traditional definition of marriage carries with it.
What exactly is marriage? How is it to
be defined? Where did this human institution originate? Why have men and
women married throughout history?

T

GOD INVENTED MARRIAGE
In the very beginning, when God
created Adam, He gave this first man
important jobs to do. Adam named all
the animals; yet none of the animals
were made in God’s image, as Adam
had been. There was nothing that was
created that was like him. He could not
find another creature with which to
closely fellowship.
Of course, God knew this; so He
performed what some have called the
first operation, extracting one of
Adam’s ribs and using it to fashion the
first woman and presumably breathing
life into her.
When Adam awoke and beheld the
being that God had created for him, he
said, “This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man” (Gen. 2:23). They were
literally made for each other!
Then God instituted and blessed
their marriage, establishing a threefold relationship. First, the husband
was to leave his father and mother and
begin his own home with his wife. Second, he was to cleave to his wife, being faithful only to her. Third, they
would become one flesh. This was
God’s plan for this most intimate of human physical, emotional, and spiritual
relationships.
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When Jesus spoke about the importance of the marriage commitment,
He quoted the Genesis passage and
added, “What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man put asunder” (Mark 10:9).
THE PURPOSE OF MARRIAGE
People often ask what is so important about getting married. They
wonder why it is not acceptable to
just live together to try out the relationship. They cohabit for a trial period, and if it works, then they might
consider making it legal by getting
married.
As we see in the Genesis account,
God began the whole idea of marriage. He obviously thought it was important. He knew all about Adam and
Eve. He knew that their future would
have sin, heartache, and death. They
needed a close relationship to each
other, a commitment to stand by each
other, side by side, no matter what
would happen. That is why God created Eve to be a helper suited to fulfill
Adam’s needs.
This idea of commitment is still
voiced in the traditional wedding ceremony, when referring to the ups and
downs of life. Without a solemn
covenant before God and other people, the marriage license would be—
as so many who cohabit before marriage say it is—merely a worthless
piece of paper.
Marriage is also the framework for a
relationship in which children can be
born and thrive. God has given couples children to nurture so that they, in
turn, can grow up and continue the human race with the institution of marriage.
God had an even greater purpose
for marriage. He wanted to use it as
a picture of a future relationship.
Marriage between a man and a
woman exemplifies Christ as
the Bridegroom and the church as
His bride.
In chapter 5 of Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians, he wrote at length about
the marriage relationship. He started by
calling on Christians to be submissive
to one another out of fear and love for
God. Then he painted a beautiful picture of the way marriage should be. The

husband should be submissive to the
Lord, and the wife to her husband. The
man should love his wife just as Christ
loves the church—that is, all believers.
What woman would not want to follow
a husband who loved her so completely that he would be willing to give up his
life for her?
After repeating the Genesis verse
about leaving, cleaving, and becoming one flesh, Paul wrote, “This is a
great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church” (Eph.
5:32). Human marriage should reflect
the relationship Christ has with the
church.
God gave the Apostle John a look
into the future as Christ, the Bridegroom, welcomes His bride, the
church, into heaven for what He calls
the marriage supper of the Lamb.
“And to her was granted that she
should be arrayed in fine linen, clean
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8). Just
as we see brides wearing beautiful
white dresses, Christians will be presented to their Saviour as holy and set
apart only for Him.
BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF
MARRIAGE
After God instituted the marriage
covenant, sin entered the picture
when Adam and Eve ate of the forbidden fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. There were
many consequences affecting their
relationship and lives. They were
alienated from God, and the perfection of their intimate relationship became tainted.
It is difficult to find an example of
a good marriage in the Old Testament. Certainly, Job’s wife’s advice
to him to curse God and die was not
an example of being a good helpmeet! And what about Lot’s wife,
who disobediently looked back at
Sodom and was turned into salt?
Isaac and Rebekah played favorites
with their two sons, causing terrible
problems of lying, cheating, and
death threats.
In those ancient times, there were
major problems caused by polygamy.
A man having multiple wives was never God’s intention for the institution of

marriage.
There are better examples of good
marriages in the New Testament. Of
course, they were not perfect marriages, but we can see the positive aspects in them.
We can read about Zacharias and
Elisabeth, the older couple who were
blessed by God to become the parents of John the Baptist. We do not
have a great deal of information
about them, but they give us a picture of a unified team willing to serve
God.
Of course, Joseph and Mary were
handpicked by God to raise young Jesus. Joseph’s love for Mary is evident.
He was willing to face serious obstacles to care for her and Jesus.
Another couple that we also know
a bit about is Aquila and Priscilla, who
are in the book of Acts and mentioned
in the epistles. Forced by Emperor
Claudius to leave Rome because they
were Jews, they went to Corinth to
ply their trade of tentmaking. There,
Paul met them. He was also a tentmaker. There is much debate about
whether Paul led them to Jesus Christ
or whether they had been converted
before Paul met them. They developed a strong Christian bond with
Paul.
The couple went along with Paul to
Ephesus and remained there while he
continued his travels. In Ephesus, God
brought Apollos into their lives. Apollos was a masterful speaker who presented the same message of John’s
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ministry.
After hearing Apollos give his sermon, the couple invited him to their
home. They lovingly presented him
with the truth of the gospel so that he
would have the complete picture of
the Saviour and salvation in Him. He
went on to become a powerful evangelist for the Lord.
In his letter to the Roman church,
Paul said Aquila and Priscilla had
risked their lives for him and other
believers (16:3, 4). They were a dynamic pair. Their love for God most
likely strengthened their love for
each other.
WHAT IS A GODLY MARRIAGE?
Marriage is a commitment before
God to give oneself wholly to the
other. It is not a fifty-fifty proposition;
rather, it is a 100 percent commitment on both sides. Marriage is a
daily decision to love, give, and
serve that should not depend on
emotion.
It is important for a believer to marry another believer. A common faith in
the Lord is obedience to Him; it is also
a safeguard for the marriage. We knew
a young woman who broke off a relationship with a man because she felt
he was not as deeply committed to the
Lord as she was. This prompted him to
assess his life and seek discipleship
from a more mature man. Because of
his growth after two years, she agreed
to marry him.
The Bible says that a person who

becomes a Christian after already being married should stay married to the
unbelieving spouse (I Cor. 7:12, 13).
The faith of the believing spouse can
cause the unbeliever to follow Christ
as well as train their children in the
Lord (vss. 14, 16). We saw this happen
in our church when an unsaved husband accepted the Lord. He became a
strong believer, and now the couple
serves as missionaries.
Know your spouse. Study him or
her. It is a lifetime process in which you
learn all you can. That is being truly
connected as a couple.
Marriage is made up of everyday
life, not just birthdays and anniversaries. Marriage sometimes can be
mundane. Celebrate the everyday.
Never publicly cut down your
spouse, even in jest. A husband and
wife should be number-one cheerleaders for each other. Through the
ups and downs of life, they need
each other for support and help
when difficult times come, such as
lost jobs, illnesses, and problems
with children.
Common interests are important.
Take time to learn your spouse’s hobbies and interests, even if it means
fishing with slimy worms or shopping
for curtains.
Respect each other’s abilities and
gifts. If one is good with figures, that
one should be the financial person of
the family. However, be sure that the
other spouse knows what is going
on with the finances. Secrets in most
areas of marriage are not a good
idea.
The couple should work together
better as a team than separately. We
see this example in Aquila and
Priscilla. Together they worked with
Paul and were hospitable to other
believers by having the church meet
in their home. They taught Apollos
together.
A couple should help each other become more like Christ. Opposites do
attract, but God can use those differences for His glory.
Each marriage is as unique as the
two people in it. Marriage can be the
most wonderful relationship here on
earth, or it can be the worst. When a
couple keeps God at the center of their
relationship, the marriage will last.
They will be blessed when they please
the Lord. His love will shine forth
through their love for each other and
will draw the lost to Christ. 夝
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Pisidian Antioch: Christianity
Penetrates the Heart of Asia Minor
BY

WHICH ANTIOCH IS WHICH?
According to Luke in Acts 13, after
Paul and Barnabas concluded their
ministry on Cyprus, they sailed to the
southern shore of Asia Minor (modern
Turkey). The missionaries first passed
through Perga, the provincial capital of
Roman Pamphylia. They then crossed
the rugged and dangerous Taurus
Mountain range northward to their intended destination, “Antioch in Pisidia”
(vs. 14), now commonly called “Pisidian
Antioch.” It was there that Paul and
Barnabas had their first opportunity to
preach the gospel in Asia Minor.
Pisidian Antioch was one of some
sixteen cities founded by Seleucus I
Nicator (312–280 B.C.) and named to
honor his father, Antiochus. With so
many cities bearing the same name,
additional identifiers were needed to
distinguish them. But only two of these
cities are mentioned in Scripture.
Paul’s (and Bar nabas’s) home
church for their missionary outreach
was Antioch on the Orontes, Syria’s
principal river. This Antioch was the
capital of Syria and the greatest of all
the Antiochs. In Scripture, it is most
commonly referred to simply as
“Antioch.” But in extrabiblical contexts, it is identified as “Syrian Antioch” to distinguish it from “Pisidian
Antioch.”
Pisidian Antioch was located in the
ancient region of Phrygia, but because
it was so near the district of Pisidia, it
became associated with that name.
However, about 25 B.C., when Rome
took control of the central region of
Asia Minor called Galatia, the whole
territory was designated a Roman
province. The new province included
the Antioch portion of the Phrygian
district. As D. Edmond Hiebert observed, “That the cities of Antioch,
Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe, evangelized by Paul on his first missionary
journey, were in the province of Galatia is now recognized by all scholars”
(Tenney, ed., “Galatia,” Zondervan’s
Pictorial Bible Dictionary, Zondervan).
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EXCAVATION OF ANTIOCH
The site of Pisidian Antioch lies
about a mile north-northeast of the
modern Turkish town of Yalvac (or
Yalovatch). The ancient ruins rest on
a nearly rectangular plateau (about
two miles in circumference) on the
lower slopes of a mountain known today as Sultan Dagh. The plateau
varies in elevation from 50 to 200 feet
(west to east) with the Anthios River
coursing southwest below its precipitous eastern slope. The geographical
features of the site made it an ideal location for a strongly fortified city
(Pfeiffer and Vos, eds., Wycliffe Historical Geography of Bible Lands,
Moody Press).
Francis V. J. Arundell, British
chaplain at Smyrna (modern Izmir),
first identified the site of Pisidian Antioch in 1833. Sir William M. Ramsay
primarily studied inscriptions there
from the 1880s to the 1920s. But between 1910 and 1914, Ramsay led
the excavation of the sanctuary of
Antioch’s principal deity, the moongod Men Askaenos. This secondcentury B.C. sanctuary was located
on a hill about 2 1⁄2 miles southeast of
the city.
At the Antioch site in 1924, David M.
Robinson from Johns Hopkins University supervised a University of Michigan team in uncovering what proved
to be the heart of the city. As Howard
F. Vos explained, “They were able to
show that life at Antioch in Paul’s day
centered around two paved squares,
the Square of Tiberius (built during the
emperor’s reign, A.D. 14–37) and the
Square of Augustus (constructed just
before the birth of Christ)” (The New
Unger’s Bible Dictionary, Moody
Press).
The University of Michigan noted
also the following work at Antioch in
more recent times: “S. Mitchell and M.
Waelkens surveyed the main architectural remains between 1982 and 1983.
[And] since the 1980s periodic excavations have been carried out by succes-

sive directors of the Yalvaç Museum.”
Other important remapping and
restudying projects conducted at Antioch by various universities are also
noted (“Archaeology and the Cities of
Asia Minor in Late Antiquity,”
sitemake.umich.edu/late-antiquity/
pisidian_antioch).
ANTIOCH IN PAUL’S MISSIONS
PLAN
W h a t m a d e A n t i o c h a g re a t
springboard for Paul’s first major
evangelistic endeavor in Asia Minor?
In keeping with the apostle’s missions strategy, Antioch was a city of
significance. It was a Roman colony,
as well as a key hub of commerce
and trade. Also, of particular importance to Paul, it had a large Jewish
population.
Nearly two and a half centuries before Paul’s arrival in Asia Minor, Antiochus III (223–187 B.C.), king of Syria
and sixth ruler of the Seleucid dynasty, had resettled 2,000 Jewish
families in Phrygia and Lydia from
Babylon. The king praised the Jewish
people’s fidelity and believed their relocation in Asia Minor would be a stabilizing influence there. With their
move, the Jews were promised free
land, freedom to practice their own
religion, and freedom from taxes for
ten years (Josephus, Antiquities of
the Jews 12.3.4).
It is in light of this historical background and archaeological work conducted at Antioch and elsewhere in
South Galatia that E. M. Blaiklock
wrote, “There was . . . an uprooted minority of Jews, whose presence accounts for the Judaistic tendencies in
the church. It is clear, too, on epigraphical as well as historical evidence that the whole area saw one of
the earliest triumphs of Christian evangelism. There is an enormous corpus
of Christian inscriptions from the area”
(The Archaeology of the New Testament, Zondervan).
At least two Christian churches

have been identified at Antioch. One
of these, the fourth-century “Basilica
of St. Paul,” is one of the largest
churches ever found in Asia Minor.
But of greater importance is its possible connection to the synagogue of
Acts 13.
An intriguing photo caption for the
basilica is found on the Biblical Archaeology Society’s Web site under
the tab “Bible History Daily.” The caption reads, “Antioch excavation director Mehmet Talalan believes he has
found the synagogue where Paul
preached, beneath the city’s basilica,
known as the Church of St. Paul. The
original synagogue was replaced in
stages by the large surviving church
by the fourth century. Fourth-century
mosaics at the basilica include inscriptions of Psalms 42:4 as well as a
mention of Antioch’s Bishop Optimus,
who represented the city at the
Council of Constantinople in 381
A . D .”(biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/
bilical-topics/new-testament/paulsfirst-missonary-journey-throughperga-and-pisidian-antioch).
JEWS AND GENTILES AT
ANTIOCH
At Antioch, the relationship between Jews and Gentiles (the latter
probably consisting of Greeks, native
Phrygians, and Romans) is of special
importance in light of Paul’s synagogue audience there and a funeral
monument inscription found at Apollonia (a city near Antioch). The inscription, “dating probably from the
first or early second century A.D.,” according to Merrill F. Unger, was dedi-
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cated to “a Jewess named Deborah
whose ancestors held numerous offices in Antioch, and who married a
Gentile official named Pamphylus”
(Archaeology and the New Testament, Zondervan).
Unger said the inscription’s significance is not only that it presents “archaeological proof that there were
Jews in Antioch” but also that, given
the “public proclamation of this intermarriage,” it indicates the prominent
status of Deborah’s family at Antioch
“and the breaking down of Jewish exclusiveness.”
Further on, Unger concluded that
“the climactic events at Pisidian Antioch were expedited by the freer relations that existed between Jews and
Gentiles in the Seleucid colonies of
Phrygia where . . . Only such a spirit of
sympathy and cordiality as existed in
Antioch between Jew and Gentile rendered it possible that almost the whole
citizenry crowded together to hear a
Jewish stranger speak (Acts 13:44)
and that Gentiles in large numbers believed the message proclaimed (Acts
13:48).”
ROMAN COLONY AND IMPERIAL
CULT
Roman colonies were established
with contingents of retired soldiers.
These military men were given free
land and granted full Roman citizenship. Among all provinces, cities with
colonial status had the highest ranking.
With this fact in view, E. M. Blaiklock
wrote, “The pride of [Antioch] in its
colonial and Roman character is . . .

demonstrated in its coinage [and the
inscriptions]” that archaeologists recovered at Antioch (Blaiklock and Harrison, eds., The New International Dictionar y of Biblical Archaeology,
Zondervan).
This Roman pride and the Roman
character of Antioch are clearly represented by the central monuments
excavated at the ancient site. As
mentioned above, the two squares
of Augustus and Tiberius in the middle of the city were at the heart of
Antioch when Paul and Barnabas arrived there. But the Square of Augustus was clearly the more important of the two, for its main feature
was the Temple of Augustus, erected to venerate the deified emperor,
Caesar Augustus.
The temple also paid homage to a
god named Men. But according to
Clinton E. Arnold, “The ruler cult was
of paramount importance in the city”
(Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary, 2:341).
Antioch was not only important because of its colonial status. The city
was also strategically located at the
center of its district. Antioch’s favorable geography enabled it to function
as a commercial hub on the east-west
trade route between Ephesus and the
Euphrates River. As a result, Antioch
became an immensely rich and powerful city.
John McRay described the sheer
opulence of the Temple of Augustus
as proof. He wrote, “Remains show
that elaborate decorations . . . were
carved on its stones-friezes of acanthus scrollwork and of bulls’ heads
and garlands are especially impressive. Such embellishments testify to
the entrenched wealth and power in
this imposing city, which confronted
the efforts of the Apostle Paul” (Archaeology and the New Testament,
Baker Academic).
Paul and Barnabas were no doubt
unimpressed by Antioch’s show of
wealth. To them, the steady flow of
merchants and tradesmen through the
colony was important because it
greatly facilitated the spread of the
gospel to all parts of Asia Minor and
beyond. As Unger explained, “In
bringing the gospel to Pisidian Antioch, Paul and Barnabas were planting
the witness in a communication nerve
center in the heart of Asia Minor” (The
New Unger’s Bible Handbook,
Moody). That was Antioch’s lasting
contribution. 夝
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God Is So Good!
BY

JUDYANN GRANT

Jule Lattimer

ULE LATTIMER testifies to the truth
of Romans 8:28. She says, “I believe that everything happens for a
reason—something that can be useful
later in life.” Through a series of physical and financial challenges, Jule’s
faith was tested. “So many things prepared me for the fiery trials before they
happened.”

J

LIFE INTERRUPTED
Influenced by a godly grandmother,
Jule was ten when she gave her heart
to Jesus. From the beginning it was
impressed on her not to be “unequally yoked” (II Cor. 6:14). Jule was in junior high when she met her future husband. She invited Dee to church, and
before long he gave his heart to Jesus.
The couple married and were
blessed with two children—a boy and
a girl. By all appearances they were
the perfect American family. Dee
found secure employment with the local electric company, and in his spare
time he restored antique cars. Jule
was a stay-at-home mother who ran a
hair salon from one room of their
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house. On weekends
the family piled into
one of their street rods
and toured the countryside.
Life was very pleasant; then Jule’s fortyfour-year-old father
died suddenly, and her
mother suffered a
mental breakdown.
Dee and Jule took on
many responsibilities
connected with her
care and that of Jule’s
eight-year-old brother.
A short time later,
Jule, in her late twenties, was diagnosed
with lupus. In those
days, not much was
known about the disease. “It came with an
uncertain outcome attached. Our children
were five and six years
old, and I wondered,
Who will raise them?”
Jule would like to
say that she took the diagnosis on
faith that God would provide. But sadly, she did not handle it that way. While
her body fought the disease, her faith
fell apart. One day, in the throes of depression, God spoke to her heart. She
believed that He was showing her
through her illness that she needed to
put Him first.
That nudge from God spurred Jule
to readjust her priorities. Echoing
Joshua 24:15, she determined that
day to choose God, putting Him first in
everything. The whole family began attending Sunday worship services. Daily Bible reading and prayer became of
utmost importance.
A year later, to her doctor’s amazement, there was no trace of the disease. “I’ve never discharged anyone
with lupus,” he said, “but it’s gone.”
Though restored to perfect health,
Jule hesitated to believe she was
healed. She harbored a small fear that
it would return and reflect negatively
on God. Now, forty years later, Jule unreservedly tells everyone, “God healed
me!”
Although it was a dark and frighten-

ing time for her, Jule was grateful for
God’s wake-up call. Without it, she
would have lacked the spiritual
strength to withstand what would next
come her way.
TRUSTING AMID FEAR AND
UNCERTAINTY
Life fell into a comfortable routine of
worship, work, and recreation, in that
order. Then without warning, Dee, her
forty-four-year-old husband, suffered
a heart attack. Their lives changed in
many ways. Dee recalls, “Before the
attack, I thought I could do most anything, now that’s not true.” While Dee
recuperated, Jule emptied their cupboards of anything that was not lowfat and cholesterol-free. She vowed to
prepare only natural, healthy foods.
Cardiac rehab therapists encouraged
Dee to exercise, and soon strengthtraining equipment became part of
their home’s furnishings.
Following the strict diet and exercise
regime helped; but four years later, Dee
needed quadruple bypass surgery.
Three long months of recuperation followed.
As Dee struggled to regain his health,
Jule dealt with negative thoughts. “I
lost that secure feeling that my husband could take care of me.” Dwelling
on the what-ifs caused her to mentally
rehearse life without him. In desperation, she turned to the Psalms, reading
their messages of peace and comfort.
The words of Psalm 46:10 especially
spoke to her heart.
The words in Psalms penetrated her
mind, replacing the negative thoughts;
the truths sank deep into her heart, replacing the fear. Realizing that no one
is sure of tomorrow, Jule unreservedly
put her whole trust in God. “That day,
we started living again,” she says.
LEARNING TO RELY ON GOD
Life can, and often does, change
without a moment’s notice. On July
14, 2000, life, as the Lattimers knew it,
ended. A new challenge would have a
lasting impact on their future years together.
It was a hot, sunny Friday morning
and Jule’s birthday. Dee kissed her
good-bye as he headed out the door
to work. “Think about where you want
to go for your birthday dinner,” he
called over his shoulder.
The hair salon was busy as usual on
a Friday morning. On the other side of
the shop door, Jule heard her daugh-

ter and young granddaughters, who
were in town for her birthday, getting
ready for the day.
With two ladies under hair dryers
and one in the styling chair, Jule
glanced out the window. She saw a
company truck from Dee’s workplace
pull in the driveway, followed by a police car.
Heart pounding, she forced her feet
to the door. “Why are you here?” Jule
asked the policeman. Without a word,
they motioned her into the truck.
Trembling and fearing the worst, she
climbed in and prayed nonstop for her
husband during the forty-five minute
trip to the hospital. When they arrived,
doctors ushered Jule into a small
emergency room.
Dee lay on a table. Tubes and wires
crisscrossed his body. Monitors
beeped. Nurses scurried around the
room. He was unresponsive, his face
was frozen, and he was paralyzed.
“Your husband suffered a massive
stroke,” the doctor said. “You need to
make a decision.” If they injected Dee
with a powerful clot buster, it would either restore him—or kill him.
Time seemed to stand still. Jule
wanted her husband back; but what if
she made the wrong decision? She
did the only thing she could do—pray.
“Lord, Dee is only fifty-three years old.
They have put his life in my hands.
Please, God, help!”
At that exact moment, another doctor entered the room. He turned to
Jule. “Has he taken aspirin today?”
None of the other doctors had asked
that question.
“Yes,” Jule responded, “he has taken two every day since his heart attack.”
Hearing that, the doctor made the
decision for Jule. There would be no
injection. It would have killed Dee instantly.
The next week was a blur. Jule left
her husband’s bedside only long
enough to shut herself in the small
bathroom and cry. Yet during those
seven excruciating days, God sent
just the right people to help.
One doctor returned to the hospital
late Sunday night. “I never come back
at night,” he said, “but it bothered me
all day that Dee won’t open his eyes.
His brain is swelling. We must start
steroids immediately.”
On the eighth day, stabilized and responding to treatment, Dee was transported to a rehab facility that also
housed nursing home patients.
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The first time Jule walked into the
facility’s dining room, she saw Dee
slumped in a wheelchair. His head
drooped. He wore a paper bib. Around
the room, other patients, elderly and
weak, languished in wheelchairs.
The image seared her heart. This
can’t be happening! she inwardly
screamed. Not to my husband! Not to
Dee! She poured out her anguish to
God. He doesn’t drink, smoke, or
cheat, Lord. He loves You. We love
You. We worship You. How can this be
happening to us?
The next day, Dee was moved to the
brain-injury floor, where Jule met
young patients far worse off than her
husband. There was a thirty-eightyear-old mother, who was now like a
child herself. There was a thirty-yearold father of two sons, completely paralyzed, who would probably never get
to go home.
Jule’s attitude did a complete
about-face. “I began to thank God for
bringing us through as He did. Everywhere I looked, I felt more blessed.”
Dee stayed at the facility for four
months. Jule’s life fell into a difficult,
yet controlled schedule: work in the
shop from 5:30 A.M. until 7 A.M.; drive
to rehab to spend the day with Dee;
come back home by 7:30 P.M.; work
again until 10 or 11 P.M.; fall into bed by
midnight; sleep a few hours; rise to repeat the routine.
During the long days and nights,
Jule prayed without ceasing (I Thess.
5:17). When she was with Dee, she
read Scripture to him between therapy
sessions. Inch-by-inch Dee made
progress. Using a hemi walker, he took
a few steps. And he began talking
again. Thrilled to hear her beloved’s
voice, Jule felt a twinge of encouragement. Soon, however, Dee developed
breathlessness and was rushed to the
hospital.
Doctors swarmed Dee, while nurses
rushed to Jule, shoving papers at her
to sign—a living will. Heartsick, she
again poured her fears out to her loving Heavenly Father.
For three days and nights, Dee
clung to life. His lungs filled with blood
clots. Never leaving his bedside, Jule
offered constant, fervent prayer (cf.
Jas. 5:16).
On the fourth day, after a doctor examined Dee, he turned to Jule and
said, “I have never seen anyone survive with as many blood clots in their
lungs as your husband had. It’s truly a
miracle.”

That October, on a glorious autumn
day, Dee returned home to a much different life. Jule’s role changed to include caregiver, which she still is two
decades later. “I sound like a parrot,
asking him five times a day, ‘Did you
take your medicine?’” she says.
Though Dee is able to feed himself,
Jule assists him with showering and
dressing. “One of the most difficult adjustments is trying to be his wife and
not his nurse.”
“As I look back, though, God’s timing is perfect,” Jule says. Their children, both schoolteachers, spent
much of that summer helping as needed. And cold, snowy weather was not
a factor during the nine hundred miles
Jule logged each week. Although her
hours were limited, she was still able
to work from home.
They learned firsthand the truth of
Philippians 4:19. God provided and
met their needs each step of the way.
Along the journey to recovery, their
faith deepened.
A few months after Dee’s stroke,
they met a man who had also suffered
a severe stroke that had left him paralyzed on the left side. “The first two
years are the worst,” he told them. “After that, you learn to live with it.”
At the time of the stroke, Jule
thought, we will get through this and to
the other side long before that! But the
first two years were a constant struggle as the couple learned to cope with
Dee’s paralysis. Yet every hurdle they
cleared spurred them on. Life eventually settled into a new normal.
Jule admits that retirement did not
turn out how they had planned; but
she quickly adds, “God is so good! He
has abundantly provided. Though I
would not have chosen this [illness] to
be part of our lives, good things have
come because of it. We have learned
to rely on God and trust Him more.
And our children have learned firsthand how to deal with adversity.”
They share with unsaved friends
what the Lord has done for them. Jule
says, “They see us praise God despite
trying circumstances. I’d like to tell you
that I am a super Christian now, but I
still have days when I fall apart. . . .
Thank God He is faithful even when I
am not.”
Jule is not keen on celebrating her
birthday because it brings back painful memories. But she says proudly,
“On Dee’s birthday I praise God that I
have my husband. We have been
blessed!” 夝
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Echoes from Past Years
BY

OMEONE told me that when I became a parent, at some point in
time, I would hear my parents’ voice
coming out of my mouth. I must admit
that it has happened more than once.
Each time, I have smiled over it.
Have you heard that voice? What
did it say? Was it an admonishment
for better behavior or perhaps a threat
to stop what was being done? How
often do we hear the voice of one of
our parents coming from our mouths
and uttering words of love and encouragement? Such words are just as
important as others—and usually
more so.
Why are loving, encouraging words
rarely said? If you do not remember
any being said to you, it is not too late
for you to say them to your own children. Just because you were not on
the receiving end is no excuse not to
shower your children with helpful
words.
One of my first memories as a very
small child had to do with the many
brilliantly colored tropical fish that
my father kept. He had several tanks
for his guppies and one large bowl
for the baby guppies. The latter sat
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by itself on a small table in the living
room.
For some reason, I just thought I had
to tip that table just a little bit, and then
a little more, until the bowl began sliding. My small hands were too slow to
catch it. Seconds later, there was a
crash. Fish, water, and broken glass
spread across the floor.
My mother was understandably
angry. It was not one of my finer
moments. I was sent to my room to
ponder my actions while she tried to
save as many of the baby fish as she
could find. I remember feeling miserable because of what I had done.
Later, my mother came up and
found me hiding under my bed. Her
anger had passed, but she wanted
me to understand that I had done
wrong. I learned from the experience
never to tip a table with a fishbowl on
it. I also saw that my mother was not
only patient but also forgiving.
As we grow through childhood, we
are prone to make mistakes. Sometimes if we make big ones, we may experience an offended person’s forgiveness. Our relationship to those
close to us can teach us much about

God. Without certain human experiences, we would have a much harder
time learning about and accepting
God’s forgiveness of our sins.
How many times did Jesus show
patience and forgive the shortcomings of His disciples? He forgave as
often as was necessary (cf. Matt.
18:22). We must not do less for our
children. If they genuinely repent of
wrongdoing, we need to follow our
Saviour’s example. Jesus knew that
no matter how old we get, we still
have human natures. We are all little
children in God’s family of believers
(I John 2:12).
A friend of mine worked in a private
Christian school in Korea for a few
years. He often commented that if he
watched the children carefully, he
could see the character flaws of the
parents. Most rude children have at
least one rude parent. Conversely,
most loving, thoughtful children have
learned to be helpful and kind by imitating the example of their parents.
My husband’s father grew up during the depression of the 1930s.
When his father died, he and two
brothers ran the family farm to keep a

roof over the heads of their mother
and sisters. In this environment, he
learned a valuable work ethic that regrettably is declining now in most
places. He taught the lessons he
learned to his children.
As a child, my husband learned not
only to do a good job but also to do the
best job possible. He learned not to do
just what he was told but to give
added effort and produce more than
others expected of him. He learned
important principles of good stewardship and faithfulness.
How many of us go out of our way
to teach our children those kinds of
lessons? Many of the world’s people
do not care what kind of job they do.
Jesus taught us to be lights in the
darkness (Matt. 5:14). We therefore
must do better than the world does.
We must make sure people do not see
moral shortcomings in us and ridicule
our Lord as a result.
UNSELFISH FAITHFULNESS
Faithfulness must be developed not
only in our children but also in us. I
count myself blessed to have witnessed many examples of faithfulness
throughout my life.
I tremendously admired my grandmother from childhood. I saw that
she commanded great respect, but I
never truly understood why until I
was grown. Many times an adult perspective is required to recognize the
full value of a good example. Even
so, in the intervening time, a good
example can significantly influence
our lives.
It was love at first sight when my
grandparents met. My grandmother
lived the rest of her life as a wife dedicated to her husband. She expressed
her love by encouraging and building
him up. She told everyone about the
good things she knew about him. She
never mentioned anything that would
not add to his good reputation. I hardly remember my grandfather, for he
died when I was still small. My grandmother kept his memory alive, and we
came to know him through her eyes. I
never heard a word pass her lips that
suggested unfaithfulness to the love
they shared.
Some people might say that my
grandmother was downtrodden or not
very bright. They might say she let her
husband walk all over her, but that was
not the case at all. Just before she
died, my grandmother told my parents
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a story that put her marriage in a proper perspective.
When she and my grandfather were
newly married, they took part in one of
the early IQ tests. After that, my grandmother bragged for years about being
married to a genius. She liked to tell
how high his score was and wanted
everyone to think as highly of him as
she did. What my grandmother never
mentioned was that her score had
been higher.
My grandmother’s faithfulness to
their love was so complete that she
kept her secret for sixty years. Not only
was my grandmother faithful; she was
unselfish too. I have often reflected
that if more people were as committed, there would be fewer broken
homes.
My grandmother’s example has
strongly influenced my own life and
marriage. Sometimes silence can be a
great teacher. What kind of example
do your children see in you?
Jesus gave us the perfect example
of unselfish faithfulness. You may not
have had the kind of example I did
when you were growing up. The lack is
not a valid excuse to stop learning.
Just look at our Lord, who is the perfect example for all we need. As you
study the Scriptures and pray, you will
begin to learn.
My mother often worked outside the
home while we were in school. Her
days were hectic at times, but she was
always faithful in having her devotions.
Every morning she would sit at the
kitchen table with her Bible open before her. She faithfully read the scheduled readings for that day.
I remember seeing my mother at the
table nearly every morning until I left
home. I never wondered whether I
should read my Bible daily. I knew from
my mother’s example that this practice was important.
When I pick up my Bible to read
today, I think of my mother. I remember that she never let anything get in
the way of her reading time. I think of
her example of faithfulness. Whether
she was reading her Bible, praying,
or just living her godly life, I have
seen that her life, like Paul’s, is a life
to emulate. No, my mother was not
perfect, but she allowed God to use
her as He desired. Today I treasure
the memories of my mother and
grandmother. As children, we were
never in any doubt as to their love for
the Lord.

EXPRESSING LOVE
Whether or not you already have
children, ask yourself two questions.
How important is their spiritual salvation? What can I do to strongly influence them to make a profession of
faith?
Our children are more than just extensions of ourselves. They are gifts
from God (cf. Ps. 127:3). God lends
them to us for a while. How we treat
and raise them will have a big impact
on their life choices.
When my eldest son was born, I
spent a lot of time in soul-searching. I
wanted to be a good example to my
son so that he would accept Christ at
an early age. I determined not to use
disparaging words when speaking to
him. I would not call him stupid or useless when he did wrong. That was not
enough, though. He would need to
learn Bible choruses and memorize
Scripture verses. At night before bed,
my son and I prayed together. I told him
that he was exactly the boy I had asked
God for. I told him that he was a special
gift from God and that I loved him.
Looking back, I think it is a shame
that more parents do not take the time
to really show their children they love
them. I was far from being a perfect
parent, but I worked to correct the
faults I knew I had. We were pleased
when at the age of four, our eldest son
accepted Jesus as his Saviour. His decision helped knit us closer together
as a family.
Three years later, we told our son he
would have a little brother. We made this
an important part of our discussions.
We explained how it would change our
lives. We talked about God and His love
for us. We explored the best ways to
help the new brother come to know Jesus. Our son thought the best way
would be to show him love.
Children learn about God through
watching their parents. A child’s impression of God is often based on the
example set by them. What kind of example are you? Does your child see
God as an angry being whose goal is
to punish for every sin, or does he see
God as a loving Father who is patient,
kind, and slow to anger? Will anger or
love be more effective in influencing
your child to come to an early, saving
knowledge of Jesus?
As parents, our obligation is not only
to our own children but also to others
as we make sure our lives show the
light of God’s love. 夝
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Finding Our Rest in God
BY

HAVE never forgotten some of the
ten rules of health I learned way
back in the eighth grade. One of
them in particular stands out to me.
It advocated a change of pace and
getting rest. That makes a whole lot
of sense. But what does it really
mean to rest?
The words for “rest” in the Bible
have a variety of meanings. These
speak to us of a sense of harmony and
peace that can be experienced in its
fullness. The opposite of rest is worry
and disquietude. We all know how that
feels, especially when we are going
through a difficult time in our lives or
making some hard decisions. Disquietude and unrest also come when we
face times of stress and uncertainty
when we do not know what will happen to us.
In times of such distress, we are
concerned about the consequences
that will follow. We worry when we
do not have control over the things
that are happening to us, and we expect the worst to happen. We have
all been through such difficult times.
Imagine the stress that Jesus went
through as He prayed in the Garden
of Gethsemane about the suffering
He was about to endure on the
cross. As He prayed, His sweat
poured out as drops of blood (Luke
22:44).
The Bible does not explain rest as
a time of passive inactivity but one of
positive quietness in the presence of
God. In our daily tasks, it is important that we remember God and
seek His guidance in everything that
we do. It is also important that we
take time deliberately to recognize
the place of the Almighty God in our
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lives and to thank Him for how far He
has brought us, and we need to recognize that He also can bless the labor of our hands.
Godly rest is taking time to be in His
presence and be rejuvenated spiritually and physically by acknowledging
who He is. When we recognize Him,
He will give us the peace that we
need for everyday living. The Hebrew
word “shalom” means “peace.” However, it also means a wholeness of being and the harmony that comes with
being in a right relationship with God.
Only He can give us that lasting
peace that is not “as the world giveth”
(John 14:27). With divine rest comes
divine peace.
During difficult situations in life, can
we really experience true rest? Recently, as I was reading my Bible, a
phrase in the Old Testament about
Solomon caught my attention. David
was recounting the words of God to
him about his son Solomon, who
would be “a man of rest” (I Chron.
22:9). Unlike David, who was “a man
of war” (28:3), Solomon was a king
during a period of peace for Israel. He
was able to invest his energies into
building the temple.
We are also told that during King
Solomon’s reign, he became progressively distracted from fully following
after God because of his many foreign wives who “turned away his
heart after other gods” (I Kings 11:4,
9). Despite his actions, God graciously gave Israel a period of rest
during Solomon’s reign in Israel. First
Kings 4:25 paints for us a graphic
word picture of a nation in rest: “And
Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every
man under his vine and under his fig

tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all
the days of Solomon.”
First, there is an implication of
safety and protection. Solomon and
his people had rest from his enemies. His people lived in perfect
peace without threats from the outside that would take away their
peace.
Second, there is an implication that
they were able to eat the fruits of their
labor. The vine and the fig tree were
the work of their hands, and they
could reap the harvest and eat from
it. Some of the successes that occurred during King Solomon’s reign
are recorded in II Chronicles 9.
There is a lesson for us here. When
we seek to establish a relationship
with God first, everything else will follow in the right order. If we want true
rest, then we must follow God’s way
and seek His blessing always. That
means that in everything we do, we
must seek the kingdom of God (Matt.
6:33). His blueprint for living is in the
Bible. If we follow God’s plan already
outlined for us, we will receive His
blessing of rest.
In the Old Testament, we see God
telling His people that they were to
work hard for six days and then to rest
on the seventh, allowing time to worship Him and seek His blessing. In the
New Testament, we see the new
covenant believers in Jesus worshipping on the first day of the week, taking time from their regular work schedules to do so. Ordinary work during the
week becomes hallowed when we
have taken time to give thanks to the
One who has allowed us that opportunity to work.
The Bible reminds us that “there re-

maineth therefore a rest to the people
of God” (Heb. 4:9). The writer of Hebrews connects the idea of a restful
Sabbath to the rest that true believers
in Jesus will one day experience to the
fullest. Life in this world is transient,
and one day the children of God will
experience what it is to be in His restful presence. This idea is often brought
out in some funeral services to indicate that true rest comes when life on
earth is ended.
It is interesting that the Bible shows
us that God is active. He is always
busy working on our behalf. We read
in the Old Testament that God was always working on behalf of His people.
In the New Testament, we read about
the Lord doing miracles and showing
forth His power to those who would
listen and take heart. Hebrews 4:10-11
also reminds us that just as Jesus has
completed His work and is now sitting
at the right hand of the Father in perfect rest, we too will one day experience that same rest.
This brings us to a more relevant
question. Can we truly experience
the rest that God intended? Charles
Whitefield said, “How sweet is
rest after fatigue! How sweet will
heaven be when our journey is ended.” Many have confessed that after
pursuing the pleasures of this world,
they realize that there is no peace in
the ways of the world. They find that
a life of wine, women, and song does
not satisfy. They give their lives to
God and find real peace and rest.
God, who created us, has made us
so that there is no other option but to
accept the way He has designed for us
to experience true rest only through
Him. He made our spirits to turn to Him
for the ultimate peace. Our world
seems to have discarded God, much
like in the days of Noah; but in that day,
they did not experience God’s peace
but His wrath. The lesson we can learn
from that judgment is to recognize
how far we have fallen from Him and
return.
True rest comes from walking in
God’s ways. When we seek His Word
and follow His commandments, we
will experience His blessing.
At a time when bombs were exploding all around her, an elderly lady was
asked how she could sleep so soundly. Her reply went something like this,
“My God is keeping me. He does not
slumber or sleep! There is no reason
for both of us to stay awake!” That is
true rest. 夝
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What’s in a Word?
Repent, Convert, Blot Out
BY

DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

T

HIS time we will look at three
words that beautifully set out the
path of salvation. The first two words
are actions the individual must take,
and the third refers to the resultant and
gracious action of God. Our three
words are conveniently found in the
same verse, which is Acts 3:19.

conversion side as being positive,
turning to God. A beautiful verse to illustrate this is I Thessalonians 1:9. The
Apostle Paul spoke of the Thessalonians’ turning to God from idols. It is
easy here to see the negative and positive sides of repentance and conversion.

REPENT
The word “repent” (metanoeo) appears throughout the Bible and was
the message preached by both John
the Baptist (Matt. 3:2) and Jesus (Mark
1:15). It is also the message that needs
to be proclaimed today (cf. Luke
24:47) and in every age to come. Literally, the compound word means “to
change one’s mind or purpose.”
God tells us in the Bible what sin is
and that “all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).
We also know from Scripture that the
“wages of sin is death” (6:23). When a
sinner reaches the point of recognizing
that he is a sinner and sincerely wants
to be forgiven by God, repentance is
the first step to take. By changing one’s
mind regarding sin, he is, in essence,
agreeing with God’s verdict and showing that he wants to change his life. As
stated, it is a first and necessary step
on the path of salvation.

BLOT OUT
When a sinner has sorrow for his
sinfulness, repents of it, and turns
from his sin to follow Jesus Christ,
God then does a wonderful thing. He
blots out that person’s sin. In English
a “blot” by itself has a connotation of
a stain or spot that mars something.
However, the word in Greek (exa leipho) means “to wipe off, wash
clean, obliterate.” That is how it should
be taken in Acts 3:19 and elsewhere
(cf. Col. 2:14; Rev. 3:5; 7:17; 21:4). You
will note that the last two references
translate the verb as “wipe away.” Our
sin is erased and gone with no trace
remaining.
That is salvation. It begins with genuine repentance, sorrow for sins, and
a desire to leave the old life behind. It
continues with a turning away from sin
and coming to faith in Jesus Christ.
When that takes place, God wipes
away the stain of sin. That person
stands forgiven by God and indwelt by
the Holy Spirit, with a new heart and a
different perspective.
We must also mention the last part
of Acts 3:19, where the result of all this
is stated as “the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the
Lord.” Those who were once burdened by sin and the inability to refrain
from sinning will remember how they
were before coming to Christ and how
they felt when they were saved. There
is a great sense of relief and of being
at peace with God that is hard to put
into words.
The words of Jesus apply perfectly
here. “Come unto me, all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will
give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). May many
more repent, convert, and enter into
God’s rest. 夝

CONVERT
One might say that salvation is like
a two-sided coin in that repentance by
itself is insufficient. The Apostle Paul
stated that godly sorrow can lead to
repentance, but worldly sorrow leads
only to death (II Cor. 7:10). We all likely know someone who “sorrowed”
over their sinful conduct the night before, but that is not enough to save
him.
There must be a faith in Jesus Christ
accompanying that repentance. In
other words, there has to be a turning
around, and that is precisely the
meaning of the word “convert” (epistrepho). In my analogy, think of the repentance side of the coin as being
negative, saying no to sin; think of the

(83) 19

Sermon
God’s Incomparable Compassion:
Jonah 3:1-10
BY

ONAH is a unique book found within a unique category of books in
the Old Testament. Before diving into
our primary text, Jonah 3, it would behoove us to examine the category of
books in which Jonah is found.
Jonah is part of a group of Old Testament books (and authors) known as
the Minor Prophets, which stand in
contrast to the Major Prophets. They
are not labeled “minor” because they
are insignificant. Rather, they bear this
title because their books are smaller
and their ministries to Israel and Judah
were shorter by comparison.
A unique aspect of Jonah’s prophetic ministry is that he was called to reach
the Assyrians. To put it simply, the Assyrians were an extremely wicked civilization. They showed no mercy to their
enemies when they took over towns
and cities. They would kill without discrimination and enslave and torture
those they captured. Certainly, this historical context behind Jonah’s prophetic ministry sheds light on his hesitation
to obey God’s call.
That the target people group was a
Gentile nation is certainly unique
among the Minor Prophets. Most
books within this category, including
Amos, Micah, and Malachi, address
Judah or Israel. The Lord sent Jonah
to deliver His word to a people that
were not called by His name or promised a Messiah. While many prophets
were called to correct the Israelites for
rejecting their identity as God’s people, Jonah was called to preach to a
nation that had violently murdered
God’s own people and showed no
signs of guilt or remorse for doing so.
It is also interesting to note that Jonah is mostly narrative. The other Minor Prophets focus on the messages
that their namesakes delivered to their
target audiences. Conversely, the
book of Jonah pays very little attention
to the prophet’s message to the
Ninevites, summarizing it simply as,
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“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown” (3:4). Rather than offer a
lengthy rendition of the man’s prophetic message, Jonah puts more
weight and emphasis on God’s great
compassion toward His disobedient
prophet and toward the repentant Assyrians of Nineveh.
Such divine compassion is readily
seen in the ten verses that make up
Jonah 3. In this short collection of
verses, we will look at Jonah’s obedience to God’s call to Nineveh (vss. 14), Nineveh’s repentant response to
the Lord (vss. 5-9), and God’s compassion on the Ninevites (vs. 10). A
careful examination of each of these
sections will lead us toward a deeper
appreciation for God’s love, especially its universal application to all who
trust in Him for their salvation.
JONAH’S OBEDIENCE—Jonah 3:1-4
Jonah 3 opens with God commanding Jonah “the second time” (vs. 1) to
preach His message of repentance
and possible judgment to the people
of Nineveh.
Perhaps the most familiar aspect of
the book of Jonah is the prophet’s encounter with the large fish (probably a
whale according to ancient Jewish
classification methods), and his confinement in that creature’s belly for
three days and three nights. However,
Jonah’s mission was not annulled by
his disobedience, and the Lord was
sure to see that mission fulfilled. So
the second half of Jonah represents
that renewed opportunity God gave
His servant to fulfill his calling as well
as Jonah’s failure to have a genuine
change of heart (cf. 4:9-11).
Nevertheless, it is clear that Jonah
learned his lesson (at least for the moment) after being vomited back onto
land. He “arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the
Lord” (Jonah 3:3). We must not lose
sight of the daunting task ahead of him

and the great danger he was in, at
least from a human perspective.
Jonah 3:3 goes on to describe in
general terms the relatively large dimensions of the Assyrian capital:
“Now Nineveh was an exceeding great
city of three days’ journey.” At first
glance, this may suggest that walking
across the city (that is, along its diameter) would take three days (with an
estimated distance of sixty miles).
However, the “three days’ journey”
more likely indicates that carrying
God’s message to each neighborhood
within the massive metropolis would
take a total of three days. Geographically, the size of the city, along with a
population of approximately 600,000
people (cf. 4:11, which apparently
gives the number of infants—
120,000), would be comparable to
modern-day Portland, Oregon.
Perhaps you have participated in a
door-knocking campaign or a bus
ministry, in which you went door-todoor, inviting people to church. It is
likely that the most grievous offense
you received was being the recipient
of some rather choice language. Jonah had much more severe things to be
afraid of as he spent three days traveling to each major section of Nineveh
and proclaiming God’s message.
As noted above, the gist of the message to the people of the Assyrian
capital was rather simple: Within forty
days, Nineveh would be obliterated.
From Jonah 4:1-3, we can further infer
that the full message most likely included a strong focus on condemnation and judgment, for Jonah betrayed
his selfish desire to see such judgment
realized.
NINEVEH’S RESPONSE—
Jonah 3:5-9
Amazingly, the wicked people of
Nineveh received God’s message
with sincere conviction. Their change
in heart toward the Lord seemed to

be rapid too, and it certainly took
place before the allotted forty days.
There was seemingly no long, drawnout resistance to the conviction of the
Holy Spirit. The text simply declares
that the people of Nineveh believed
God.
Furthermore, the Ninevites’ repentance was proved genuine by their actions. Specifically, they “proclaimed a
fast, and put on sackcloth, from the
greatest of them even to the least of
them” (Jonah 3:5).
Fasting is not often an easy experience, and it certainly must not have
been easy for these people of Assyria.
While pagan nations such as Assyria
were perhaps accustomed to fasting
as a way to appease their gods, the
lifestyles of their people reflected regular excess and indulgence. To give up
all food in order to demonstrate their
conviction demonstrated a genuine
change of heart.
In addition to abstaining from sustenance, the Ninevites put on sackcloth.
Sackcloth is a very rough fabric, much
like today’s burlap. Imagine using a
burlap sack as your only piece of
clothing. It would be extremely uncomfortable!
Experiencing this level of discomfort was another display of the Ninevites’ genuine repentance. As a way
to act on their guilt and conviction,
the people of Nineveh distanced
themselves from all conventional
sources of comfort and humbly
sought the Lord.
The narrative of Jonah tells us why
the Ninevites fasted and put on sackcloth. The king himself, the very
leader of that wicked people, “arose
from his throne, and he laid his robe
from him, and covered him with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes” (3:6).
The king, moved powerfully by the
conviction of the Holy Spirit, led his
people to repentance by his own example.
It should be noted that the sudden
removal of clothes and putting on of
sackcloth is a rather common occurrence in Scripture during times of
strong emotion. When Jacob was deceitfully told that his son Joseph was
dead, he “rent his clothes, and put
sackcloth upon his loins, and
mourned for his son many days” (Gen.
37:34).
Moreover, when Job became fully
convinced of God’s greatness in the
midst of his suffering, he proclaimed,
“I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
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ashes” (Job 42:6). From a historical
standpoint, putting on sackcloth expressed deep emotion. While some
examples of this activity stem from
grief or hardship, the context of Jonah
indicates that it originated in deep
conviction over sin and a desire to repent.
The king’s inclusion of animals
among those who were called to fast
and put on sackcloth is another unique
feature of Jonah’s narrative. Why
would both “man and beast be covered with sackcloth” (3:8) and animals
seemingly be included in the command to “cry mightily unto God”? The
animals were not guilty of the crimes
the Assyrians had committed; so why
does the king seem to command them
to repent in addition to their human
owners?
Even though the Assyrians were
spiritually confused apart from God’s
message at the hands of Jonah, they
most likely did not believe that their
animals were guilty. Rather, they included even their animals in their fasting and putting on sackcloth as a way
to demonstrate the depth of their conviction. They apparently thought that if
the Lord saw them going so far as to
include their animals, He would relent
and turn His fierce anger away, sparing them from the promised destruction.
Those acts of repentance are certainly incredible, and they represent
the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in
the hearts of sinners. However, the actions in and of themselves did not save
the Ninevites. It is even quite likely that
some simply decided not to respond
to the king’s command with genuine
repentance but instead continued in
their sin.
Isaiah dealt with that reality when he
targeted hypocrisy on the part of
God’s people. He conveyed the Lord’s
words “This people draw near me with
their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart
far from me, and their fear toward me
is taught by the precept of men” (Isa.
29:13).
It was genuine faith that separated
the truly repentant Ninevites from
those who only appeared to repent.
While Jonah’s audience did not have
the understanding of Jesus Christ afforded by the advent of the New Testament, the way of salvation was still
by God’s grace through faith in Him
(cf. Eph. 2:8-9).

GOD’S COMPASSION—Jonah 3:10
It is evident from this concluding
verse that the works God responded
to were works of faith, not just empty
activity. In considering their works, the
Lord saw that the people had turned
from their evil ways. This coupling of
the Ninevites’ works with genuine repentance is the reason the Lord responded with compassion. He relented of the evil that He had promised to
bring upon them. He withheld the
prophesied judgment.
At first glance, it may seem that
Scripture’s use of the word “repent” indicates that God is limited in His knowledge or abilities. However, the use of
the word “repent” does not mean that
God is less than omniscient or not completely sovereign. Instead, it is Scripture’s way of communicating God’s
thoughts in a way that finite man can
understand. God simply responded to
the Ninevites’ obedience by withholding the judgment that had made up
most of Jonah’s warning to the people.
APPLICATION
As we examine this account of
God’s incredible compassion that was
extended to an ancient, pagan people,
what can we apply to our lives in the
twenty-first century? There are at least
two important lessons we can glean
from this text.
First, we learn that the love of God is
given without discrimination. The
Ninevites were not God’s chosen people, yet they received God’s mercy
upon their genuine repentance. We too
should realize that no one is beyond the
reach of God’s love. Such a beautiful
truth should compel us to never give up
on presenting the gospel to our friends
and family members who seem beyond
hope from our perspective.
Second, the Ninevites’ salvation
was based on their faith, not their
works or some association with Israel.
The same theological truth applies today. As we grow in our relationship
with God and as we communicate His
gospel to the lost, we should be sure
to demonstrate that salvation is not
found in a particular church or list of
rules. Salvation is established completely on faith in Christ alone (cf. John
3:16; Rom. 6:23; Gal. 3).
As you meditate on Jonah 3, rejoice
in God’s great compassion, and show
that compassion to others, especially
to the unsaved “Ninevites” of your
world. 夝
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Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed
Jeremiah’s Saddest Prayer
BY

CCORDING to Jeremiah 19:2,
14-15, Jeremiah moved from
the Valley of Ben-hinnom to the temple court in Jerusalem, where he repeated his message of doom that he
had given the elders and priests in
the Valley of Ben-hinnom as recorded in Jeremiah 19:1-13. In the New
Testament this valley is Gehenna,
rendered in English as “hell” (Matt.
5:22, 29, 30; Mark 9:43; Luke 12:5;
Jas. 3:6).
Jeremiah’s prophecy of doom for
Judah now stirred the chief governor of the temple (perhaps the
deputy to the high priest), Pashur, to
arrest him, have him beaten, then
placed in stocks for public ridicule.
Pashur considered Jeremiah’s message to be lies against God (Jer.
20:1-2).
After Jeremiah’s mistreatment at
the hands of Pashur, the prophet
gave a prophecy from God to the officer (Jer. 20:3-6). Jeremiah refused
to change his message; instead, he
changed Pashur’s name to “Magormissabib,” meaning “terror on every
side.”
Jeremiah prophesied that the temple officer and members of his family
would soon be in exile in Babylon and
watch in terror as his friends fell by the
sword. He, his family, and his friends
would all die in Babylon.
What happened next was amazing.
Jeremiah became absolutely overcome with depression. He felt that
God had misled him, saying, “O
LORD, thou hast deceived me, and I
was deceived: thou art stronger than I,
and hast prevailed: I am in derision
daily, every one mocketh me” (Jer.
20:7). It seems that Jeremiah thought
his prophetic ministry would be a more
satisfying experience than it turned
out to be.
However, did God really deceive
Jeremiah? He told him up front that he
would face spiritual wolves who would
try to destroy him (Jer. 1:7-8, 17-19).
He told him that his message would
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never be popular. God also told him
that He would come to his rescue
every time.
Jeremiah had to proclaim a harsh
message, which he did not relish giving to the people he loved. Thus, he
prepared to stop serving God. He continued his prayer, saying, “I will not
make mention of him, nor speak any
more in his name” (Jer. 20:9). He never wanted to preach another message
of doom to the people in Jerusalem
and decided to resign his commission
as God’s prophet.
Then his determination met reality.
He said, “But his word was in mine
heart as a burning fire shut up in my
bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay [hold it
in]” (Jer. 20:9). Jeremiah found that
he could not hold in the message
that burned within him to be proclaimed.
He also said to himself, “For I
heard the defaming of many, fear on
every side. Report, say they, and we
w i l l re p o r t i t . A l l m y f a m i l i a r s
watched for my halting, saying, Peradventure he will be enticed, and we
shall prevail against him, and we
shall take our revenge on him” (Jer.
20:10). Jeremiah thought that his
former friends in Jerusalem were
waiting for him to slip up so that they
could show him up as a false
prophet.
He continued, saying, “But the Lord
is with me as a mighty terrible one:
therefore my persecutors shall stumble, and they shall not prevail: they
shall be greatly ashamed; for they shall
not prosper: their everlasting confusion shall never be forgotten” (Jer.
20:11).
Jeremiah’s spirits boomeranged
from depression to elation twice,
then took a huge nosedive. Now he
said, “Cursed be the day wherein I
was born: let not the day wherein my
mother bare me be blessed. Cursed
be the man who brought tidings to
my father, saying, A man child is born

unto thee; making him very glad. And
let that man be as the cities which the
Lord overthrew, and repented not:
and let him hear the cry in the morning, and the shouting at noontide;
because he slew me not from the
womb; or that my mother might have
been my grave, and her womb to be
always great with me. Wherefore
came I forth out of the womb to see
labour and sorrow, that my days
should be consumed with shame?”
(Jer. 20:14-18).
Because of excessive strains of his
first public persecution, the natural
weakness of the preacher overwhelmed him in the throes of deep depression. Jeremiah’s saddest prayer
was wishing that his life had never
started. We must remember that although he was a great man, he was
still just a man.
I once received a letter from my father two weeks after I left home at age
twenty-one. I left because I did not
want to face him after I had stopped
attending any church. I opened the
typewritten letter, and when I read “I
wish you had never been born!” my
eyes glistened with tears. That night, I
tried to fulfill what Dad expressed in
his letter, attempting to end the life
Dad rued.
Sadness overwhelms so many today; however, healing prescriptions in
the book of Psalms offer hope for lifting depression. They tell us to focus
on God and what He has done in the
past to help us. Psalm 40:1-3 says to
look above to God (not at our dark circumstances), letting His hand lift us
from despair. If we feel there is no hope
for us, Psalm 43:5 tells us to look up to
God for certain hope to bring about
deliverance.
Jeremiah focused on his woes and
was depressed. Only refocusing on
God can deliver us from a sad prayer
like Jeremiah’s. When I refocused on
God, my three-year severe depression
finally ended. 夝

The Life and Times of Jesus
Pilate: Politics over Principles
BY

ITHOUT question, Jesus was at
the center of all the events during what has been called Passion
Week: His triumphal entry into
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, His betrayal, His arrest, His trials, and His
crucifixion. This was followed ultimately by His miraculous resurrection.
There was another man who figured
prominently during Passion Week. We
usually dismiss him with contempt
and scorn, but I want to take a closer
look at that man.
Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea during the public ministry of
Jesus. (Technically, he was a procurator,
but the title “governor” is more descriptive.) Pilate had been appointed to his
political post by Roman emperor
Tiberius in A.D. 26, so he had been in office only a few years when Jesus was
dragged before him and accused of being an insurrectionist. It was not unusual
for Pilate to pronounce judgment against
someone who was stirring up trouble.
What was unusual about Jesus was that
the accusation against Him was being
brought by His own people, the Jews.
Pilate had no love for the Jews or their
religion. He hated the Jews, and the
Jews reciprocated. To make things
worse, Pilate could be cruel and vindictive in carrying out his official duties
(Luke 13:1). The Jewish religious leaders
had already made official complaints to
Rome about his conduct and behavior.
That is significant because it must have
been on Pilate’s mind as Jesus stood before him. One more complaint from the
subject people, and he could very well be
out of a job—or worse. In fact, that is what
eventually happened. In A.D. 36, Pilate
used excessive force against a gathering
of Samaritans, and innocent people were
killed. The Samaritans complained, and
he was called back to Rome. Little is
known about what happened to Pilate after that, but according to tradition he
committed suicide.
Pilate’s usual residence was Caesarea, on the Mediterranean coast.
However, this was Passover Week, and
Jerusalem was teeming with Jews
from all over the world. So even though
Jerusalem was the last place Pilate
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wanted to be, he was in Jerusalem to
be sure there was no trouble during
Passover Week.
Pilate became involved with the case
of Jesus, for under Roman rule, the
Jews did not have the right of execution.
If the Jews wanted a permanent solution to their problem of Jesus—and they
certainly did—they had to appeal to the
Roman government. That meant appealing to Pilate, the Roman governor.
It is ironic that the very people who
hated Pilate now came to him to ask
for a favor. They must have really had
to swallow their pride to do that, but
the religious leaders of the Jews hated Jesus so much that they were willing to do anything to get rid of Him.
The high priest knew Pilate would
have nothing but contempt for an accusation of blasphemy. So the Jewish
leaders invented the following charge
that was guaranteed to get Pilate’s attention: “We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give
tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ a King” (Luke 23:2).
After talking to Jesus, Pilate concluded, “I find no fault in this man”
(Luke 23:4). That was his way of saying, “Do not bother me with your petty religious squabbles. Settle them
yourselves using your own laws.”
As far as Pilate was concerned, that
was the end of the matter. However, the
Jews were not about to let it go at that.
Pilate certainly was not a kind and
compassionate man, nor was he a
champion of justice. However, he did
not want to become involved in the
Jews’ plot against Jesus.
First, as already stated, he declared
that he found no fault in Jesus (Luke
23:4). That was his judicial opinion.
Second, when he heard that Jesus
was from Galilee, he sent Jesus to Herod
Antipas, the ruler of Galilee (Luke 23:7).
Third, after Herod sent Jesus back to
Pilate, the governor offered the Jews
what he thought was a win-win compromise. He said he would scourge Jesus and then release Him. The scourging would satisfy the Jews’ thirst for
blood because Jesus would be punished. Scourging was an extremely se-

vere punishment, often resulting in
death. Releasing Jesus would satisfy Pilate, for then the matter would be closed.
However, the Jews had no interest
in compromise. They would be satisfied with nothing less than the death of
Jesus.
Fourth, Pilate believed that if he
gave the Jews a choice between setting free a vicious murderer (Barabbas)
or Jesus, they would choose Jesus.
However, he totally misjudged just
how deep the Jewish religious leaders’
hatred for Jesus was.
It is clear from the Gospels that Pilate
believed Jesus was innocent and wanted to release Him. However, this “trial”
was not about justice; it was about politics. This situation was like a judge declaring an innocent person not guilty,
and then a mob of people in the courtroom shouting, “If you want to keep your
job, you better rethink that verdict!”
That is what happened here. “Pilate
sought to release him: but the Jews
cried out, saying, If thou let this man
go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whosoever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar” (John 19:12). The
Jews were taunting Pilate, saying, “If
you are a friend of Jesus, you are not
a friend of Caesar.”
Pilate struggled with what to do. We
can see that in his repeated attempts to
release Jesus. He was not a moral or ethical or righteous man, but he still made
multiple attempts to release Jesus.
For Pilate, the issue was clear. He
could follow his conscience and risk
the wrath of the Jews, or he could give
in to the Jews.
Pilate’s priority was maintaining order.
If the execution of one man Pilate saw
as innocent would bring satisfaction to
the mob he faced, then at least Pilate
could restore some degree of serenity to
the city and preserve his own job.
After symbolically washing his
hands of the whole matter (Matt.
27:24), Pilate “delivered Jesus to their
will” (Luke 23:25).
Pilate knew what he should have
done, but he lacked the moral courage
to do it. For Pilate, this was simply a
matter of politics over principles. 夝
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Meditations in Psalms
Does God Really Care About Injustice?
BY

UR world is riddled with injustice.
Driven by inborn depravity and
justified by the philosophy of the survival of the fittest, self-centered persons resort to whatever practices
give them an advantage in the struggle for survival.
Athletes and athletic teams disregard the rules of their sport to gain an
edge over rivals. Powerful nations run
roughshod over their weaker neighbors to expand their territory or gain
trading privileges. Greed and lust for
power drive the rich and strong to exploit the poor and weak. Bribery brings
wealth to politicians and favorable
treatment to their unscrupulous benefactors. Terrorists take helpless
hostages to achieve their goals or sell
them into slavery for financial profit.
It is no wonder that many, including
some Christians, have cynically concluded that “nothing in life is fair” and
that injustice is the “normal” state of affairs. After all, the unjust prosper, and
God seems not to notice. Even worse,
some conclude that the only way to
make their way in an unjust world is to
resort to injustice themselves.
But the spiritually sensitive believer,
indwelt by the Spirit and schooled in
biblical moral principles, can never accept injustice as normal. He or she will
respond to the world’s condition with
a combination of outrage and sorrow,
pleading with God for restraint of evil,
deliverance of victims, and punishment of arrogant exploiters.
The anonymous author of Psalm 10
was one of these sensitive godly men.
He described conditions in Israel that
were making a mockery of God’s social laws that protected the poor and
helpless. He poured out his heart to
the Lord for the restoration of justice
among His people.
He began his prayer with the questions “Why standest thou afar off, O
Lord? why hidest thou thyself in times of
trouble?” (Ps. 10:1). Not only were conditions deplorable, but the Lord also appeared to be ignoring them. He seemed
to be distancing Himself from evil, even
hiding Himself so that He would not
have to deal with it. His presence was no
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longer evident, and evil men ran rampant in the everyday life of Israel.
Many of us today can empathize
with the psalmist. We look in vain for
the Lord’s presence in human affairs.
Evil thrives, with never a hint that God
is looking on in disapproval. To many
it appears that either He does not exist or, if He does, He lacks the power
or the will to establish a moral world.
Having uttered “Why?” to a seemingly distant, silent God, the psalmist told
why he was distraught. He described in
detail the ways of the wicked man (Ps.
10:2-11). As to his deeds, he persecutes the poor, honors the covetous,
and sneers at his enemies. He uses a
foul and deceitful tongue to further his
schemes of injustice. He plots evil in the
darkness and lurks as a wild animal to
pounce on his prey. He epitomizes the
worst that a sinful nature can produce in
fallen humanity (cf. Rom. 3:10-18).
But the psalmist also described the
attitude that drives the actions of the
wicked. In a word, it is arrogance. With
cocky self-confidence, he tramples on
the poor and the afflicted. He assumes
that no goal is beyond his grasp and
that no rival will ever thwart him. And
as his string of successes grows, his
smugness reaches new heights; he
comes to think he is invincible.
The wicked person is not necessarily an atheist, but “God is not in all his
thoughts” (Ps. 10:4). He lives his life as
though God did not exist. As his successes mount and his sins go unpunished, he concludes that “God hath
forgotten: he hideth his face; he will
never see it” (vs. 11). He believes he is
accountable to no one but himself. He
has become his own god!
Such a portrait is all too familiar to
us today. The Wall Street manipulator,
the municipal boss, the coldhearted
terrorist, and the drug cartel kingpin all
fit the mold. The sex trafficker, the
slum landlord, and the political dictator also are in their ranks. And these
are only the more prominent of the
many boastful tyrants who profit by
manipulating their fellow man. We look
on and cry, “Lord, how long?”
Yet, for all the apparent triumph of

injustice, the psalmist did not despair.
The latter part of Psalm 10 (vss. 12-18)
appeals to the Lord to set things right
in His appointed time. Seeing events
now from an eternal perspective, the
writer prayed that deliverance would
yet come (vss. 12-15) and expressed
confidence in God’s rule (vss. 16-18).
“Arise, O Lord,” he cried. “Lift up
thine hand: forget not the humble” (Ps.
10:12). It was unthinkable to him that
the wicked should spurn God and
think He would not hold him accountable for his deeds (vs. 13). Despite His
apparent distance (vs. 1), God sees all
the mischief and vexation wrought on
the earth and will requite them (vs. 14).
It is confidence in this truth that causes the poor and the orphans to commit themselves to Him. He has spoken
for them in His law, and they know He
is on their side.
The writer of this psalm prayed with
the assurance that “the Lord is King for
ever and ever” (Ps. 10:16). To outward
appearances, wickedness rules; but
this is only because God holds His
judgment in abeyance and allows time
for repentance (II Pet. 3:9). The time will
come when “the heathen [nations] are
perished out of his land” (Ps. 10:16).
With this confidence, the psalmist
ended his prayer by committing the
humble, the orphans, and the oppressed to the Lord (Ps. 10:17-18). He
knew their cause would be upheld and
their oppressors would face the consequences of their sins.
That writer, just like Job, never received an answer to his “Why?” question. He was eventually content to rest
in faith in God’s revealed righteous nature and His promises of the final triumph of justice.
This is what God asks of us as
well—to “walk by faith, not by sight”
(II Cor. 5:7; cf. 4:16-18), looking beyond the apparent success of wickedness to the promised righteous reign
of Christ. For the present, we pray for
restraint of evildoers and sustaining
grace for the oppressed. Yet we also
ask God to hasten the day when His
will is done on earth, just as it is done
in heaven (Matt. 6:10). 夝

Bible Bookmark
The Tree of Life and Biblical Paradoxes
BY

Christ’s Awaking
Flowers sleeping,
Women weeping,
Daylight trembling o’er the hills;
Morning breaking,
Sleepers waking—
Thoughts of life one’s being thrills.
Christ is rising,
Death despising,
Stone and seal give way to pow’r;
For One living
Light is giving
To this early, holy hour.
Christ immortal
Breaks the portal
Of the dark and chilly tomb;
Be believing,
Him receiving,
We are free from death and doom.
Give Him glory,
Tell His story,
How He died for sinners lost;
Fail Him never,
Love Him ever,
He is yours at awful cost. 夝
—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.
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J. A. LITTLER, M.DIV.

Q. If I understand Revelation 21:4 correctly, there will be no more sickness
or death in heaven. So why does Revelation 22:2 say that there will be a
“tree of life,” whose leaves shall be “for
the healing of the nations”?
A. This certainly seems like a paradox. Of
course, apparent paradoxes are rather
common in Scripture, and they serve as
powerful challenges to our human reasoning and logic. God’s sovereignty and
man’s choice, Jesus’ atonement and
man’s accepting or rejecting Christ, New
Testament quotes of the Septuagint and
the original Old Testament passage—
these categories represent apparent
paradoxes within God’s Word. But their
study serves to make more concrete an
understanding of Scripture’s mysterious
yet divine perfection.
With any seeming paradox in Scripture, we should realize that our human
reasoning is infinitely removed from
God’s reasoning. We should not impose
our human logic on God, expecting Him
to conform to our understanding.
Rather, we should accept both concepts
as simultaneously true and seek to more
fully understand how they coexist.
Perhaps the one asking this question
has doubts about the Bible’s validity
and integrity. After all, if the Bible is truly inerrant and inspired by God, would
it not be free of such puzzling issues?
However, it is also equally possible that
the questioner ascribes integrity to
God’s Word but earnestly desires to
know how these seemingly opposite
statements can hold true.
No matter the reason, the question
is worthy of our attention. This issue in
Revelation is not nearly as difficult to
solve as the issues mentioned previously, and a basic answer can be ascertained.
Considering at least two important
things will lead us to a better understanding of the apparent discrepancy
between Revelation 21:4 and 22:2.
First, the mention of fruit with supernatural healing abilities in no way diminishes the finality of God’s future restoration
plans. In other words, the text of Revelation makes it abundantly clear that

healing among the nations and within
the scope of creation had already taken
place in the Apostle John’s divine vision.
After quickly reading Revelation 22:2,
someone may infer that the fruits’ being
“for the healing of the nations” indicates
a regular flux between corruption and
purity or between evil and righteousness. However, that is not the case. The
overall theme of Revelation, or at least
of the latter half of the book, is that God
will destroy sin and restore His creation
to the state of perfection it should have
enjoyed from the beginning.
The curious student of Scripture can
thus conclude that God’s renewed
creation is in no wise dependent on
fruit from the tree of life nor is the reintroduction of sin possible. Essentially,
God uses the fruit for His holy purposes, but it does not infringe on His
ultimate sovereignty.
A second thing to consider is that the
Bible speaks of other eternal things that
relate to earthly needs. For example, the
Bible relates that the incorruptible bodies of the saints will consume food (cf.
Luke 24:42-43; Rev. 19:9). In addition,
the elect will be clothed, a need that developed only after the Fall of man (cf.
Gen. 3:21; Rev. 19:6-9).
On this side of eternity, our human,
finite understanding of glorious things
is unable to fully comprehend the need
for food or clothes in a restored creation. Likewise, the fruit of the tree of
life will serve its God-given purpose,
and evil will never again exist or stand
in opposition to our holy God.
What will be glorious in the age to
come, such as the tree of life, is portrayed in Revelation by means that we in
the present age can understand. The
leaves that will be “for the healing of the
nations” (22:2) portray a complete absence of want on every level. The eternal state will be absolute perfection. 夝
If you have a Bible question that
you would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).
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Testimonies of Faith
Dr. Woodrow Kroll:
“Have a Good and Godly Day!”
BY

PAUL J. SCHARF, M.DIV.

EW Bible teachers have had their
voices reverberate further around
the world than Dr. Woodrow Kroll.
Born into a pastor’s home in Ellwood
City, Pennsylvania, Kroll undoubtedly
had some advantages because of
that. But make no mistake—with
God’s help, he made the most of every
opportunity.
“My father was a pastor of two small
Baptist churches,” says Kroll. “Every
visiting preacher stayed in our home
and ate at our table. I was not so much
a part of the conversation, but the accounts I heard from evangelists and
missionaries had a strong influence on
my serving the Lord.”

F

NO ONE CAN LAY ANY OTHER
FOUNDATION
Kroll came to know Christ at a young
age and soon yearned to become what
he calls “a world Christian.”
“At age fifteen, I really had a desire
to be a missionary,” he recalls. “My
goal in life was to go to some distant

Dr. Woodrow Kroll
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island and get lost there, plant a
church, disciple the people, and never
be heard from again. I had no aspirations of people ever knowing my
name. Those missionaries coming
through our home were so genuine, so
real. That was a part of the culture of
Christianity when I was growing up.”
Kroll sought the educational foundation for a lifetime of ministry. Between 1965 and 1973, he graduated
with a three-year diploma from Practical Bible Training School in Binghamton, New York (now Davis College), a
bachelor of arts from Barrington College, a master of divinity from GordonConwell Theological Seminary, and a
master of theology and doctor of theology from Geneva-St. Albans Theological Seminary. He has since studied
at six other graduate schools and
completed coursework toward a second doctoral degree.
“While in seminary, my older brother and I formed an evangelistic team
and traveled all along the East Coast,”
says Kroll. “During those years, my interest in teaching the Word developed
more. I did not lose my intent to be a
missionary, but I grew in my intent to
teach the Word. I never got to any of
those places as a missionary, except
on radio.”
Kroll also began pastoring First
Baptist Church in Middleboro, Massachusetts, in 1968. He left there to take
his final semester of seminary at the
University of Strasbourg (France)—
another connection that would serve
him well later.
At Geneva-St. Albans Theological
Seminary, Kroll wrote his theses on
preaching and the Dead Sea Scrolls and
saw each of those projects published.
“I knew so many people who stop
and never start again,” he says about
finishing his doctorate. “I thought,
While I am doing it, let’s just get all the
way through.”

IF ANY MAN BUILDS ON THE
FOUNDATION LAID BY CHRIST
In 1970, Kroll returned to his first
alma mater (and his father’s) to spend
three years as chairman of the Bible
department. He then served two years
as associate director for the Christian
Jew Foundation in San Antonio. He
taught on the radio for fifteen minutes
daily on seventy stations on a program
called “The Christian Jew Hour.” The
Lord was laying another building block
in Kroll’s ministry.
But big change was just around the
corner. In 1975, Liberty Baptist College (now Liberty University) called
Kroll to teach. He would later become
chairman of the Division of Religion.
“They really wanted to build a Bible
department,” he recalls. “I was interested in returning to the classroom.
Those were probably the most exciting days in the ministry. It was a
tremendous period of growth.”
COME HELP US
In 1980, Kroll was offered a much
bigger role (the presidency) at a much
smaller institution. He attended a board
meeting at Practical Bible College, intending to help them determine what
kind of president they needed. Instead
of seeking other candidates, the board
unanimously voted him into the office.
“The school was declining in enrollment,” he says. “The board asked me
whether I would consider coming
back. Things were growing so rapidly
at Liberty—there was really no reason
for me to leave.”
Deciding whether to accept the position at Practical Bible College became clearer when Kroll’s wife, Linda,
asked whether someone else could
assume his duties at Liberty. He said
yes—there were many talented people
at Liberty University. She then asked
whether anyone else could fill the role
at Practical Bible College. “Probably
not” was his answer. “Practical was
my family—and that is hard to say no
to your family when they need you.”
“We were very pleased at what God
did during those years,” Kroll remembers. Enrollment doubled, and Kroll
laid the groundwork for Practical Bible
College to become a four-year college, achieve national accreditation,
and pursue regional accreditation. He
also taught Bible and homiletics and
had many opportunities to represent
the school.
“I was getting invited to speak at
places that typically the president of a

small school would not get invited to,”
he states.
Kroll also initiated a fifteen-minute,
daily, Bible-teaching radio program to
promote the school. Those opportunities were a blessing to the college, and
they led to many job inquiries for Kroll.
“I had a special ‘no’ letter in my
computer because I was getting a lot
of invitations to consider other ministries,” he said. “My secretary would
send out that letter probably twice a
week for a decade.”
A GREAT DOOR OPENED
In January of 1990, Kroll told Linda he
sensed God urging him to leave the college. At the same time, unknown to him,
Back to the Bible International’s beloved
teacher, Dr. Warren Wiersbe, recommended Kroll to succeed him upon retirement. Kroll’s credentials stood out
among the two hundred names that the
search committee was considering.
“I got a letter from Back to the Bible
the last week of January, and they would
have just gotten my ‘Say No’ letter if the
Lord had not prompted me to be open
to something new in January. Everything
prepares you for what God has for you
next,” Kroll says. “My exposure as the
president of the school was the most
significant preparation for Back to the
Bible. The greatest connection to my ten
years at Practical and getting called to
Back to the Bible was quite a number of
people who were familiar with who I was
and my preaching.”
Kroll submitted his resignation to
Practical Bible College’s board the day
before graduation and told the faculty
and staff following the ceremony. Two
weeks later, he accepted the position
of president and senior Bible teacher
of Back to the Bible International.
“I just thought the Lord wanted me
to be open to something else,” he
states. “The only way to do that was to
resign my current position.
“Most of the Back to the Bible radio
audience would not have known my
name at all,” Kroll says. “They gave me
a chance. When Theodore Epp resigned, Warren Wiersbe had four years
to hold the audience and win a new one.
But when I came on board, he left on Friday and I started on Monday. It could
have been a disaster. Thank God it was
not.
“People would ask me, ‘How do you
intend to fill the shoes of Warren
Wiersbe?’ I would answer, ‘I don’t. I
can’t.’ God has given him a great minSPRING QUARTER 2016

istry, but it is not my ministry. That is
the problem when your two predecessors are legends in the radio ministry.”
HE DESIRED TO PREACH THE
GOSPEL
Kroll has had many fascinating opportunities in ministry. He has visited
the Holy Land annually since 1964 and
has led others there annually since
1971.
He recalls, “I remember being in
Bethlehem (the first time) and saying
to the Lord, ‘What I am learning here is
so important that if I ever have students, I want to bring them here.’”
Kroll also had the privilege of teaching Bible books and Reformation history on location for thirteen videos and
DVDs produced by Back to the Bible
International.
He has authored more than fifty
books and thirty-five magazine or journal articles. He believes his most influential work has been The Vanishing
Ministry in the 21st Century: Calling a
New Generation to Lifetime Service
(Kregel, 2002). He was able to develop his writing while studying up to ten
hours for each daily message for Back
to the Bible broadcasts.
In recent years, Kroll has become
known for his passion on combating
biblical illiteracy and has written several influential books on that subject,
including Taking Back the Good Book
(Crossway, 2007).
LAYING UP A FIRM FOUNDATION
FOR JESUS’ COMING
Listeners to the Back to the Bible radio program may feel as though they
know Kroll well because of the many
personal illustrations he shared.
Sometimes they are a reminder for
himself as much as the audience.
“My family is a very humble family,”
Kroll tells people. “My dad would never
ask for a raise. Growing up, he decided
we needed to supplement our income.
He grew up on a farm. So we built a
chicken house, and we stocked it with
60,000 chickens a year. We put them in
these crates, and we would take about
100 crates to market every couple
weeks. When I started the Back to the
Bible program, it suddenly dawned on
me that there were people all over the
world listening every day, and I did not
want to forget where I came from.”
Kroll called his father and requested
an old, unused chicken crate. He covers
it with a kangaroo hide that was given to

him on a preaching tour of Australia,
making that one conversation piece a
visual aid that illustrates the complete
gamut of his life experience.
Kroll realizes that he was always
“too young” for his roles. He taught
college at age twenty-four, served as
chairman of the largest division at Liberty University at thirty-two, and became a college president at age thirtysix. He has led trips to Israel since he
was in his late twenties.
Kroll’s teaching and leadership have
inspired many people. One person he
inspired is very prominent in his ministry, although she always labored behind the scenes.
“My secretary at Practical Bible College was a single woman, Cathy
Strate,” Kroll says. “When I announced that I was leaving, she decided that she had been there fifteen
years and that it would be wise for her
to move on as well. She applied at a
variety of mission agencies, and none
of them were hiring.”
When Back to the Bible International told Kroll that his first task was to
hire a secretary, he knew who to call.
“My wife Linda and I took Cathy to
breakfast one morning and asked her
to be my secretary,” he recalls. They
moved to Nebraska together, and
Strate assisted Kroll for another twenty-one years.
Kroll’s ministry has touched many
who will not be known this side of eternity, such as a student from a tiny seminary in Nepal who once wrote to him.
The student said that his professor
would take a break from the classroom
every day at the same time. One day,
the student followed the teacher to the
top of the mountain, where he had a
transistor radio to his ear. “What are
you doing?” the student inquired.
The professor replied, “I’m listening
to Woodrow Kroll so that I have something to teach you in the next hour.”
“I can go anywhere in the world and
meet someone who has heard me on
Back to the Bible,” Kroll says.
Kroll’s focus since his retirement in
2013 has turned to those literally in
“the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts
1:8). He has begun Woodrow Kroll
Ministries (wkministries.com) with the
goal of instructing pastors in economically challenged countries.
“We have a way to train untrained
pastors,” he said. “These are pastors
that have zero training in the Bible.
They need to learn Bible doctrine.”
(Continued on page 33)
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Testimonies of Faith
John Williams: Sailing for Souls
BY

HEN twenty-year-old John
Williams set sail under the auspices of the London Missionary Society
in 1816 with his bride, Mary, this was
only the initial voyage for a man who
sailed the seas to win souls for Christ. In
the two decades that followed, it is estimated that Williams sailed one hundred thousand miles across the South
Sea Islands, sharing the gospel.
Although he attended services and
was taught the Scriptures by a godly
mother, John had later turned away
from God. While waiting outside a tavern one night, a godly woman urged
John to attend the Old Whitefield Tabernacle service in Finsbury. “For what
shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?
Or what shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?” (Mark 8:36-37) was the
text. Following John’s conversion, he
set his course to live by faith in the Son
of God. Shortly afterward, God burdened him with the need for missionaries in the South Sea Islands.
On the island beach at Eimeo,
Williams saw a large, half-finished,
abandoned sailing boat. Immediately,
the new missionary, who as a youth had
excelled in his apprenticeship to an ironmonger, set to work. Soon the ship was
ready to take messengers of salvation to
other islands. That was the first of five
vessels John constructed.
He had a knack for working with and
understanding the natives. John was
naturally friendly with a kind and sunny disposition. The island became his
classroom. Within ten months, instead
of the usual three years of language
study, he began preaching.
In 1889, John’s son, S. Tamatoa
Williams, wrote to biographer James Ellis, “He was the first of our modern missionaries to use native agents to pioneer
the way . . . [which] may in some degree
account for [the South Sea Mission’s]
rapid extension under the Divine blessing” (Ellis, John Williams: The Martyr
Missionary of Polynesia, Amazon Digital
Text Publishing Co.).
In his own detailed account,
Williams realized that missionary work

W

28 (92)

JEANNE MOFFITT

among the unreached islands “will, no
doubt, be attended with much danger,
as some of the inhabitants are cannibals of the worst character; others of
ferocious habits and cruel practices,
. . . The adventurous trader, however,
braves all these dangers; and shall the
devoted Missionary of the Cross,
whose object infinitely surpasses in
importance that of the merchant, . . .
be afraid to face them?” (A Narrative
of Missionary Enterprises in the South
Sea Islands, University of California
Library reprint, archive.org).
The first years of John’s work centered mainly on the island of Raiatea,
where he built a mission house, planted a garden, made furniture, shared
the gospel, built a boat, and taught the
people these skills. He also taught
them to read and showed them ways
to have employment.
One day, strangers landed on the island in a canoe and shared a unique
story. The chief, Auura, and others had
fled their island of Rurutu because
they believed their gods were angry,
causing the people to die of sickness.
For weeks they journeyed, eventually
running out of provisions. They found
refuge on the Society Islands, whose
inhabitants had turned to God.
The islanders of Maurua explained to
Auura that they had once worshipped
gods and evil spirits but that white men
told them about the one true God. They
now worshipped Him. They had given
up killing and sacrificing and had
burned down their idols and temples.
After being sent on to Williams to
learn more about God, Chief Auura
stayed on the island of Raiatea for three
months. Eager to return the 350 miles
home to Rurutu to tell his people about
Jesus, he wondered how he could go
back to their “land of darkness without
a light in his hand” (Williams). Volunteers
stepped up at Williams’s call for Bible
teachers, who went to Rurutu with Auura. Less than a month later, they returned to Williams and reported that
Auura’s people had turned to God.
From then on, Williams’s vision was
to have a ship of his own that would

make it possible, not only for himself
but also for others, to take the gospel
to the twenty thousand islands of the
South Seas.
Returning to England in 1834,
Williams wrote his Narrative of Missionary Enterprises in the South Sea Islands
and awakened people to the need for
missionaries. In addition, enough money was raised to purchase a new ship,
the Camden, and build a Bible college
for his native pastors.
Raratonga, discovered by Williams
in 1823, was the second island base of
Williams’s missionary work. That “island became the fruitful mother of
many missions” (Ellis).
The drastic changes in the lives of
believing natives were striking. Word
traveled from island to island. Sometimes natives came to Williams, asking
for a Bible teacher. Chiefs begged him
to send teachers of the one true God.
Part of John’s work was translating the
Word of God into native tongues.
Seven times Williams was rescued
from drowning. Attempts to end his life
were made unsuccessfully several
times. Once he wrote home, “Oh, for
health and strength—not to give to the
vanities of the world . . . but to spend
and be spent among the perishing heathen” (Ellis). God answered that prayer.
Although warned that the natives of
Erromanga were very hostile to white
men, partially because of horrific mistreatment by merchantmen, Williams
longed to bring God’s Word to that island.
On November 3, 1839, Williams used
Acts 20:36-38 as the text of his last sermon. Before he left for Erromanga, his
wife begged him not to go. At midnight,
he departed from Samoa for the island.
After lowering a boat from the Camden on November 20, 1839, John
Williams and three men went ashore at
Erromanga. Suddenly, savage yells
were heard inland where fellow missionary James Harris had wandered.
Struck down by pursuing natives with
clubs and spears, he fell dead into the
water. The other two men, Cunning(Continued on page 37)

When We See His Invisible Hand
BY

HROWN into a mud hut, tightly
bound, and stripped of their
outer garments, John and Betty Stam
knew what was ahead for them. Betty
held their baby tight.
The Chinese government wanted
nothing to do with Christianity—no
missionaries, no gospel of eternal
life, and no good news about the Living God. But John and Betty believed
that the good news changed lives
and that they could not be silent.
Their good news was hated, so the
government chose to silence them
and to stop the good news from
spreading.
John and Betty were killed by the
Communist Red Army for being evangelical Christians. They were beheaded on a street of a Chinese village.
Heaven would be their next home.
This godly couple had made China
their home, and they had given their
lives for it.
But what about their baby? What
would the Chinese do with their threemonth-old daughter? How would
baby Helen be cared for if she were
spared?
The night before she was led away
with her husband to their martyrdom,
Betty wrapped little Helen tightly and
snuggled her deep into heavy winter
blankets. By faith in the invisible God,
Betty hid her three-month-old baby in
His protective care. With eyes of faith,
Betty saw Him near, and she placed
her dearest possession into His
hands.
For the next twenty-seven hours,
Helen slept. That whole time, the invisible God cared for baby Helen,
while her parents were ushered
home.
Orphaned but not alone, Helen was
discovered by a Chinese Christian and
taken to shelter. Helen’s life was
spared. Her mother hid her baby by
faith, “as seeing him who is invisible”
(Heb. 11:27).
Betty’s story is not the first instance
of a trusting Christian mother who saw
the invisible God.
Imagine the faith it would take to
make a little basket, place your threemonth-old baby inside, and leave him
on the Nile River while Egypt was un-
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der an edict to kill every baby boy.
Moses’ parents believed their son
would be fit for a special calling, and
they were not afraid of the king’s command (Heb. 11:23). They were not
afraid, for they saw an invisible hand
by faith, and they believed this invisible hand was more powerful than
Pharaoh and his edict.
When she could no longer hide her
baby, Jochebed placed Moses in a
basket, left him in the reeds along the
bank of the Nile River, and believed an
invisible hand would guide that little
basket. Moses was led to a young
Egyptian princess whose heart was
prepared to love Moses. An invisible
hand moved where only He could
move, and Moses was brought up on
the knee of a man who once had the
power to destroy him.
Like Betty Stam, Moses’ mother
trusted an invisible hand to care for her
three-month-old baby. Jochebed was
helpless, but she saw a God big
enough to wrap His loving care around
her son. She left Moses in His hands
and believed the invisible God would
care for her baby. And He did.
Jochebed must have taught her son
this trust. In Hebrews 11, we are told
Moses also lived by faith, “as seeing
him who is invisible” (vs. 27). Many
times throughout his life, Moses
stepped into the unknown, trusting the
invisible God. Many times, Moses
watched God’s invisible hand as it
worked where he never could.
Throughout his life, Moses faced challenges too big for his hands; so he
placed them continually in hands that
were bigger and stronger. He entrusted those challenges to the God he saw
by faith.
Like many of God’s people who
have gone before us, we also are
faced with helpless situations. We
come to the end of ourselves and the
end of our rope, and we grope for solutions too difficult for our hands. But
there is a God. There is a God so near,
we are told, that “in him we live, and
move, and have our being” (Acts
17:28).
J. I. Packer once wrote, “In God
boundless wisdom and endless power are united, and this makes him ut-

terly worthy of our fullest trust”
(Knowing God Devotional Journal: A
One-Year Guide, InterVarsity Press).
Not only is God immortal and invisible, He is “the only wise God” (I Tim.
1:17). His invisible hand is worthy of
our trust, for His words are always
guided by His wisdom. The only wise
God unites His wisdom and power to
move in our midst on our behalf and
for His glory. His hands are worthy of
our trust.
Our God does not have hands we
can see with our eyes or a physical
being we can bow down to (John
4:24; cf. Col. 1:15; I Tim. 1:17), as
centuries of people have always
wanted. Instead, by faith, we see the
work of His hands. He sees our
needs. We have story after story of
God working in the midst of His people. By faith, we see Him working in
our midst. God shows Himself to be
real, and in faith we see His presence
and lean fully on Him.
Many of God’s people throughout
the centuries have placed their faith in
this invisible God and have never been
disappointed.
With eyes of faith, we can place our
helpless situations and impossible
needs into the care of this powerfully
wise, invisible God. He is capable of
caring for the ones we love. He is present at confusing crossroads. He is
near when we are alone. He is there
when we need someone’s guidance
and protection. Day by day, His invisible hand is working, guiding, guarding,
and moving in such a way that only
eyes of faith can see Him and trust
Him.
We serve a God who has a mighty
hand on an outstretched arm that is
not too short “that it cannot save” (Isa.
59:1). His outstretched arm is never
too short, and His invisible hand can
reach even the tiniest trouble. We can
entrust our cares, our fears, our loved
ones, and our needs into His care, for
He is always powerfully present, very
near, and always listening for our
prayers of trust.
In exchange for prayers of faith, God
gives unspeakable peace (Phil. 4:6-7).
He shows Himself real when we see
His invisible hand. 夝
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Missions
Outstretched Hands of Romania
BY

N 1996, Brad Hayes went on a shortterm missions trip to Romania. He
hails from Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and
is very involved in sharing the love of
Jesus Christ. One way that he does
that is by helping the poor and needy.
Because of his initial missions trip to
Romania, Brad knew he was called to
move his family there in 2001. In 2003,
his family started Outstretched Hands
of Romania in Calarasi.
Outstretched Hands brings people
from Romania and other countries together to dedicate time to helping
poverty-stricken children and families,
showing them the love of Jesus Christ.
Romania is a very poor country. A feeling of oppression and lack of a motivational mindset often bring down those
who live in poverty. Outstretched
Hands not only leads souls to the Lord
but also helps the physical needs of
those they reach. They want to show
that God loves these people so deeply
even through spiritual darkness and
poverty.
Outstretched Hands has a team of
less than twenty full-time staff along with
additional volunteers. The operations of
the ministry consist of regular ministry
activities throughout Romania. Their focus is mainly on the county of Calarasi,
in different villages and the main city,
Calarasi. Besides regular ministry opportunities, the Outstretched Hands
team works in conjunction with shortterm missions teams to host larger
evangelistic events in various villages.
As they continue to grow their ministries there, the consistent vision is
“Raise an army of children and poor to
bring the gospel to the unreached
parts of Romania.”
There are three main goals that they
want to stand out as part of their dayto-day ministry.
1. To stabilize the culture. Outstretched Hands wants to develop
leaders and help strengthen them in
their relationship with the Lord. In doing this, they develop a spiritually mature leadership environment to help
grow their own churches.

I
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2. To mobilize
ministries. Outstretched Hands
seeks to develop
and energize
ministries from
within their local
churches. Those
churches would,
in turn, create or
give birth to even
more churches.
Specifically, this
helps grow more
influence in the
Outstretched Hands—children’s ministry
communities and
creates a larger
impact for the gospel.
influence to develop levels of church
3. To evangelize. A mindset of evan- leadership for future generations.
gelism within Romanian churches is
IMPACT Evangelistic Children’s
necessary for spiritual growth. A dedica- Tent. Each year, Outstretched Hands
tion to Scripture as well as new ideas will
holds eight to ten large events in vilallow churches to communicate a relelages and cities. They invite the entire
vant message and lead people to Christ.
village for two or three days of events,
Outstretched Hands’ plan is to work with
including a time of worship, Bible
and through local churches to evangelverse
memorization, teaching, games,
ize and establish more churches.
sports,
preaching, and more.
More than one hundred small vilThis
creates
a friendly environment
lages around Calarasi have little to no
for
local
believers
to reach out and
church influence. Working with other
share
the
gospel
with
the community
churches and mission partners, they
can distribute aid from other countries and demonstrates Outstretched
to those in poverty. Outstretched Hands’ desire to connect with RomaniHands has several different ministries. ans of all ages and backgrounds. They
Church plants. As of 2014, Out- also engage in humanitarian projects
stretched Hands had planted seven during the tent events as an additional
different churches in the prior six way of investing in the community.
Pro-life ministry. Romania has one
years. They are currently in the
of the world’s top abortion rates. Aborprocess of starting at least two more.
In planting churches, they start tion there is legal, cheap, accessible,
with a children’s ministry. Then and promoted as a viable method of
through building relationships with birth control. Approximately 50-75 perthe children, they expand into family- cent of the women in Romania have
based ministries. Their goal is to abortions. Some women have around
eventually have a community center fifteen or more abortions during the
in all of their church plant locations, time they are able to bear children. The
making the church a center for com- tragic quality of these statistics is
munity activity.
worsened by the fact that Romania has
Leadership development. Brad is also banned foreign adoption.
In a country where poverty is high and
viewed as a spiritual father and mentor along with many of the other lead- abortion is cheap, Outstretched Hands
ers in the ministry. Outstretched has put a large amount of time and enHands wants to continue to use that ergy into educating people about abor-

Tent event outreach

tion. With an emphasis on scriptural
truth, the ministry holds special conferences and seminars, demonstrating
how a child is more than just a fetus or
tissue. They are confident that as
awareness increases and people accept Christ as Saviour, the culture of Romania will change concerning abortion.
Family-based teachings. Outstretched Hands has regular meetings
and seminars on the importance of family. Specifically, they show how God’s
plan for the family structure is the
healthiest for child and parent alike.
Boys’ soccer ministry. Outside of
the United States, soccer is usually the
sport of choice. Outstretched Hands
has five locations where they gather
young boys to play soccer. During this
time, they are able to mentor them and
teach them about the Lord.
Short-term missions trips. Outstretched Hands hosts missions trips,
typically lasting eight to ten days each.
In 2014, they hosted approximately
two hundred people who helped conduct the day-to-day ministry activities.
When they leave, they are inspired to
go back to their homes, churches, and
communities and work together to
reach out to those who need Christ.
In addition to the aforementioned
ministries, Outstretched Hands engages in building projects and other
special outreaches. Not only is it helpful for the ministry to provide additional resources and fellowship, but it can
also help people get out of their comfort zones and put into practice the
things they learn in church.
In 2005, a woman named Darlene
from a small-town church in Berks
County, Pennsylvania, had had missions
on her heart for quite some time. When
she was asked to be a chaperone on a
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trip to Romania, she
jumped at the opportunity. The Lord
blessed her with the
money to attend the
trip. This was her
first of many trips to
come. She cried
every day when she
saw all the physical
and spiritual needs
in Romania.
Darlene was so
touched by her trip
that she returned
ten times as the
leader of a group of
teens from her local
church. All the teens who attended the
trips with Darlene were impacted
greatly. Most are now grown up, graduated from college, getting married,
and having children. And the impact
has stayed with them through all the
years.
“The people in the outlying villages
impacted me the most,” said Crystal,
who attended one of the trips when
she was in her teen years. “I loved how
the services had so much passion,
their prayers were so fervent, and their
hearts were so big. The children were
so joyful and grateful for all they had
despite what they lived without.”
A woman named Arielle said, “The
faith that we saw demonstrated from
the people we came into contact with
was what left the greatest impression
in my life during those trips.
“I had never seen that kind of need,
ever. Growing up in middle-class
America, you know that in a far-off corner of the world those impoverished
situations exist, but you’ve never seen
them face-to-face.” She was only fifteen the first time she went on the trip.
Amber was also one of the teens who
attended the trips. She was impacted
so greatly that she spent a significant
time in prayer. God was leading her to
move to Romania. In 2010, she went to
help and serve. What was supposed to
be a year turned into many more years.
Amber is still currently serving with
Outstretched Hands. She is involved
with a large number of ministries and
leads girls’ ministries in three villages.
The girls’ ministry meets once a week
at each location, and they have times
of fellowship and Bible study. The
Bible studies include teens from the
ages of thirteen to seventeen years of
age. Approximately fifteen girls show
up regularly.

Amber was very encouraged when
recently one of the young girls, who
comes from a family of unbelievers,
confided in her. She told Amber that
she prayed for the first time during one
Bible study. That group changed the
life of that young girl, who will hopefully continue in her walk with Christ
and do the same.
Amber has certain days when she
goes to some of the community centers and helps elementary school-age
kids with their homework and schooling difficulties. During that time, she
and others feed the children breakfast
and lunch and also have a time of
teaching, much like Sunday school.
All year, she and her roommate, Carmen, host visitors. Some stay for a few
days, and some will come for several
months and participate with the ministry.
Amber’s busiest time is the summer.
She and fellow missionaries, as well as
some visitors on short-term trips, go
into several villages and host kids’
programs every day. They host these
also during the rest of the year; but in
summer, they have larger crowds and
bigger programs. The local people in
the villages always enjoy games, worship, and preaching. Working with
children opens up many opportunities
with unbelieving families.
Amber is very blessed to continue to
pour her life into the Romanian people.
Two churches and many supporters in
the United States fund her.
I am always encouraged to hear stories of missionaries in far-off countries
or in my own. We are blessed tremendously to live in the United States and
to have our homes, communities, and
churches. It is easy to forget how good
we have it, or focus on all that we do
not have and want.
We must remember to pray for those
in other countries. Not everyone is
called by the Lord to be a missionary,
pastor, or leader. But God wants to use
you in your workplace and home.
Whether you are a homemaker,
teacher, doctor, or lawyer, God has a
plan for you.
We need to be prayer warriors for
those in ministry and support them,
especially those who preach the
gospel in countries that are hostile toward Christians.
Pray for the ministry of Outstretched Hands. God is doing so
much in the lives and hearts of the
people of Romania. Be encouraged
that we can all be missionaries in the
areas around us. 夝
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Adults
Alone in the Pew
BY

IT down, sit down,” Ed said to the
man, indicating a place across
from him at the table. “Join us for
coffee.”
“Welcome to the merry widowers,”
added Don.
Jim looked down at the empty chair
as he and his friend Chuck joined the
others at the table in the coffee shop.
“Thanks for the seat and coffee, but
right now I don’t feel so merry.”
“Neither does he,” Ed said. “Don’s
our good humor man; he likes to try to
make us laugh a bit.”
“Well, you’ve heard of merry widows, so I thought there might be
merry widowers,” Don added. “But I
haven’t found any yet.”
The men chuckled as the waitress
came up to take their order. After she
walked away, Ed said, “Don was not
so merry a couple of years ago, either.
In fact, that was just about the time we
began getting together.”
Then Ed told Jim how their weekly
ritual came about. After Don’s wife
died, the two men decided it would
help ease their loneliness if they regularly met for coffee.
Don had confided to the other man
how he hated to “rattle around in the
empty house” after he got up in the
morning. “Funny thing, but I miss hearing her say good morning most of all,”
he said.
The two couples had been friends
for a long time through church and
playing golf. They got together often to
attend special events or eat out. Ed
took some time away from golfing
when his wife became ill and later
died. Don made it a point to sit with Ed
during the morning worship service.
“I so appreciated that. Despite all
his humor, Don has a sensitive side
too. He just supposed that my being
alone in the pew was difficult.”
“Never thought that I’d have my own
reason to sit with Ed,” added Don, “till
my wife died. Then I knew that the rest
of the week could also be pretty difficult.” He coughed. “So here we are
drowning our sorrows in coffee.”
Jim smiled but took out a hanky to
wipe his eyes and nose. “I hate mak-
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ing my own coffee every day. In fact,
there are lot of things I’m doing now
that I don’t like. Mary Beth did it all.”
Looking out the window, Jim recalled
just how quickly his wife had died,
throwing him into this new stage of
life—making coffee and meals, trying to
do laundry, and cleaning the house.
After the funeral, his daughter Sue
had stayed a couple of weeks to do
things for him. Women from the church
had brought in meals, but Jim knew
they could not keep doing that forever; they had families. Even Sue had
had to return home.
Although Chuck had not been a
widower very long, he had begun
coming over or calling Jim to see how
he was doing. During one call, he had
suggested they meet with Ed and Don.
Jim had hesitated until Chuck told
him how much their company had
meant to him. “You know the widows
at church have a support group, so we
should too. This is a good thing, at
least for me.”
Now Jim saw the value of this time
with others who knew what he was going through. They had been there and
walked in his shoes.
Conversation also turned to current
events and sports. Ed invited Jim to
play golf with them.
“I’m not much of a golfer,” he admitted, “but I’ll give it a swing.”
What pleased Jim even more was
Ed’s suggestion that they pray before

going their separate ways. The house
was still quite empty when he returned
home, but somehow he felt others
shared his lonely burden.
At his pastor’s suggestion, Jim also
joined a grief support group that met
weekly. Now three things occupied
some of his time: grief, golf, and coffee. He managed the latter much better than the first two.
Several weeks later, during their regular get-together, Jim made an announcement to the other widowers.
“I’m thinking about moving; my son
wants me to come live with him and
his family.”
The men reacted skeptically. “It’s
usually not a good idea to move during the first year,” Ed said. “You’ve already had quite a big change.”
“Are you sure you want to live with
one of your kids?” asked Chuck.
“Living in Minnesota will be a big
change in climate too,” Don added,
then joked. “And if you don’t behave,
they’ll probably put you out in the cold.”
Jim had earlier told them that his
children did not live in that area. “My
daughter is in Virginia, and my son is
in Minnesota.” Then he wondered
aloud, “I’m not sure why we settled
here in retirement years, since we have
no family here.”
“You can count on us to pray that
you make a wise choice,” Ed said.
Jim shook his head. “I never realized
that I’d be making so many choices at

this stage in life. I thought all the big
decisions were made after college
graduation.”
The other men nodded.
Knowing the importance of the decision, Jim approached it just as he had
other important decisions, such as college, career, and marriage partner.
Jim had been taught to seek God’s
will through the Bible, through prayer,
through wise counsel, and then
through circumstances. In his quiet
time with the Lord, Jim searched the
Scriptures daily.
His life verse was always a guiding
principle. “Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths” (Prov. 3:5-6).
A quote that also helped Jim to seek
wise counsel was “Who is so wise as to
have perfect knowledge of all things?
Therefore, trust not too much in your
own opinion, but be ready to also hear
the opinions of others. Though your
own opinion be good, yet if for the love
of God you forgo it and follow that of another, you shall the more profit thereby.”
As he met with the pastor for counsel and to discuss the pros and cons of
the move, Jim became more convinced
that the right choice for him was to go
live with his son’s family. When he told
the other men, Jim sensed that they too
thought it was a good choice.
“We’ll certainly miss you,” said Ed.
“In these past weeks, you’ve become
so much a part of our group. And the
group isn’t for everyone, I guess.
“I had asked another man to join us,”
Ed added, “but when I called him some
weeks after his wife’s funeral, he told
me, ‘My wife’s dead. Leave me alone.’”
“It doesn’t fill all the empty places,
but it’s been good for me,” said Jim.
The others nodded.
Then Ed surprised them by saying,
“Well, I too have a decision. I’m thinking about dating again.”
“Who is she? I’ll go warn her,”
quipped Don.
After their laughter faded, Ed told
them about the woman he had wanted to ask out on a date. He reddened,
admitting, “But I’m as nervous as I was
when I asked a girl out in senior high!”
More laughter and good-natured
kidding followed. Ed left the group
feeling better about his next step. He
was surprised because a few years
ago he had thought there would never
be room in his heart for another
woman.
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Ed had become involved in a church
outreach and service group. Vivian
had been too. As they worked sideby-side for several weeks, Ed thought
about asking her to go to a church
concert. But he kept putting it off, and
the date was drawing closer. Now feeling a bit more confidence from the others’ encouragement, Ed suggested
lunch after they finished serving at the
outreach ministry. Later, Ed brought
up going to the concert. Vivian smiled.
“I’d like to go with you” was her reply.
Her answer so surprised Ed that he almost walked away without making
arrangements for the date.
When Ed told them about his upcoming date, the widowers laughed
with him.
“Looking for a new mate?” asked
Don, winking.
“I’m not certain about that,” Ed answered. “For now, I’d just like someone to take to special events.”
Ed took a sip of coffee, adding,
“Besides, it’s too soon to tell whether
Vivian is the one for me or whether
she’s interested in me or marriage.”
The men were on hand a few weeks
later to help Jim move. He had sold
many things at an auction, so most of
what he moved was clothing and personal items. But they had a good time
talking and taking coffee breaks during the packing and moving process.
“You haven’t been with us recently,
Jim,” said Ed, “but another man has
been joining us—Bill Johnson.”
“Oh, yes,” Jim said. “I know him. In
fact, I called him soon after Anne died.
You know, I’m already thinking of
reaching out to other widowers in Minnesota. I’ll start by looking for men
who are alone in the pew.”
“That’s a great idea,” said Chuck.
“We all know what that’s like. And it will
help you get to know people in your
new community.”
“Maybe you’ll find someone to
date.” Don nudged Jim.
“Oh, that’s something else I wanted
to mention about Bill,” said Ed. “I
don’t think he’ll be with our group of
widowers for long. He’s already talking about going to a seniors’ conference hoping to meet a nice lady.”
“Well, I can’t blame him. His wife
was sick a long time, and he was a
great caregiver,” added Chuck.
“He and Anne did make a smart
move some years ago,” Jim said. “They
moved into a retirement community.
That sure helped when Anne became
ill. The nursing unit was right there to

help with her care. Plus Bill didn’t have
to do all of that moving on his own.”
They nodded, probably thinking
about that kind of move for themselves.
Don was the one who broke the silence,
saying, “Even though our house is big
and empty, I do like living in my own
place. Retirement communities are
nice but not for everyone. Maybe I’ll
move into one when I’m old.”
The men laughed and then said
good-bye to Jim, promising to pray for
him. And they did just that at their next
weekly get-together. Bill was there too
and told them about the seniors’ conference’s speakers, special music,
and different topics.
After he finished, Don joked. “It’s
about time they started meetings for
seniors. After all, we make up a good
part of the church and country. Plus,
why should those younger generations have all the fun?”
“Speaking of fun,” Ed said to Bill,
“did you meet any ladies?”
“I certainly did,” Bill said. “You’ll see
her at the church concert.”
“Well, come sit with Vivian and me,”
Ed suggested. “We’ll save a place for
you both.”
“I’m beginning to feel left out,” Don
said. “Next thing, she’ll be taking my
place in the pew.”
“Don’t worry, Don. Nobody can replace you,” Ed answered, glad that he
was no longer alone in the pew. 夝

Dr. Woodrow Kroll: “Have a Good
and Godly Day!”
(Continued from page 27)

Kroll also continues to present Bible
conferences. He says, “I am spending
a lot of time writing. God has given me
fifty-five years of experience and fiftyfive years of teaching His Word.”
It is safe to assume that almost
everyone who has heard Kroll on the radio can quote his signature phrase.
“Have a good and godly day!” Kroll tells
the audience. “For of what lasting value is a good day if it is not also a godly
day?” By his teaching and example,
Kroll has been used by the Lord to help
many fulfill that benediction.
He and Linda have four children,
sixteen grandchildren and one greatgrandchild. 夝
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Problems with In-laws
BY

JOHN ALVA OWSTON, D.MIN.

Q. Several times a year, we travel to
visit my in-laws. I dislike these visits
because I seem to be the brunt of a lot
of criticism from my wife’s family. To
make matters worse, she never takes
my side when we are with her family.
Should I just refuse to visit my in-laws?
A. Let me begin by answering your
question with a simple no. I am sure that
it is important to your wife that you travel with her to visit her family. To stay
home would probably just make matters worse, and her family could possibly criticize you even more. Refusing to
visit your in-laws should not be an option unless things really get out of hand.
First, understand some things about
family dynamics, which, to say the
least, are often very complex and may
go back to the dysfunctional behavior
of a preceding generation. I am not
suggesting that your wife’s family has
had relational problems; but if they
have, it will continue to manifest itself in
their present attitudes and behaviors.
There are a number of people who
have great relationships with their inlaws. This usually occurs because
they were happy with their child’s
choice of a marriage partner. But if
they did not like you before you married their daughter, they are not going
to automatically love and accept you
the day after the wedding.
The fact that there are a lot of in-law
jokes indicates that such tensions are
rather normal, though not necessarily
insurmountable. But you will have to
redouble your efforts to get along with
them for things to get better.
Keep in mind that, for many fathers,
there is no man on earth worthy of his
daughter’s hand in marriage. That being
so, no son-in-law may ever measure up
to his father-in-law’s standards. Likewise, a mother may feel that no woman
is worthy of her wonderful son (in whom
she can see no faults). With this in mind,
you at least know the rules of the game.
One day, your own children will bring
home boyfriends and girlfriends, and
you will see all kinds of defects in them.
Try to practice the Golden Rule (Luke
6:31) when that day comes.
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As a Christian, you must remember
the necessity of being kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving (Eph. 4:32). No
relationship can survive unless we are
willing to swallow our pride and forgive.
So start by forgiving your in-laws and
your wife. Your wife may want to side
with you but does not want to get
caught in the middle with everybody angry with her, especially her own parents.
When you are criticized by your inlaws, you probably do what most people do, that is, defend yourself. Take
Christ as your model, and refuse to
say anything back to the criticism. This
will be difficult; but if it is done often
enough, it will defuse the situation and
may even cause your in-laws to be
ashamed of themselves. If you do not
defend yourself, who knows, your wife
may actually come to your defense!
Honestly ask yourself whether you
might be part of the problem. Have
you given them cause to dislike you?
No relationship is a one-way street, so
you will have to go out of your way to
be nice, kind, and cooperative.
While you are visiting, you might make
yourself useful by asking whether anything needs to be done around the
house. If you assist your in-laws in doing
something, do it their way, even though
you may know a better or more efficient
manner of getting the job done. Cooperating with them may actually lead to
their asking for your opinion about
something. Take time to compliment
anything your in-laws do for you during
your visit. Praise your wife (their daughter!) in their presence. If they love her,
they want to know that you love her too.
But do not expect everything to change
on your next visit even if you come
across as the perfect son-in-law. The issues you have with each other and individually did not arise overnight, and they
will not be solved as quickly as you
would like them to be (cf. Eph. 4:2). 夝
Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling
Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box
6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail
us at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Counseling Corner).

Reagan, David R. The Jewish People: Rejected or Beloved? McKinney, Texas:
Lamb and Lion Ministries, 2014.

HE author does not delay answering the question that forms the title
of this book. His answer is twofold. On
the one hand, the Jewish people have
been rejected by many political leaders
and people in general from the very beginning of the history of the Jewish people. The author states that God, on the
other hand, has not rejected His people.
Reagan points out that, despite their
failures and responses to Him, God
views them as His beloved people. The
author points out that there is great
hope in Christian Zionism because of
God’s promises to them in His Word.
Reagan asks and answers a number
of vital questions regarding Israel’s future: “Have the Jews ceased to be
God’s chosen people?” “Has God replaced them with the church?” “Have
they lost all hope as a nation?” “Are
they devoid of any role in the end
times?” “Do they have their own way
of salvation, separate and apart from
Jesus?” The author answers each of
these questions with a firm no.
Both Jew and Gentile believers will
have their faith strengthened by the
message of this volume. I highly recommend this book for reading and
studying. It could easily be used as a
study guide in a Sunday school class
or at a home Bible study setting or
when sharing the gospel with Jews.
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Bloomberg, Craig, Chung, Sung Wook, Lee,
Han Soo, Bok Kwang Lee. The Collection
of Learned Papers of International Scholarly Conference on Historic Premillennialism. Hindol Publishing Group, 2012.

This is a rather hard book to read.
There are no quotation marks used
when quoting another author or book.
As the title states, this work is a defense of what is called “historic premillennialism.” It is a very different system
of eschatology than Dispensationalism. One of the accusations against
Dispensationalism is that it inappropriately privileges Israel.
The book would be of great help if
only the authors would have included
both a Scripture index and subject index. The work can be used to contrast
Historic Premillennialism and Dispensational Premillennialism. 夝
—Robert P. Lightner.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths
Influencing both Genders with the Truth
BY

HE Bible declares in Genesis 1 and
2 that God created the human
race in two grand streams—male and
female—and that each stream is totally different. Yes, both male and female
are made in God’s image (1:26-27). In
Christ, both are totally equal at the
cross (Gal. 3:28), and both share the
promise of being joint-heirs with Christ
(I Pet. 3:7).
Equal but different—that is the
teaching of the Bible. Effective youth
ministry must emphasize the foundational truth of equal but different because there is a growing body of evidence indicating the tragedy of what is
occurring to boys and men in American culture. The implications of this
tragedy are frightening.
E v e n f e m i n i s t C h r i s t i n a H o ff
Sommers, resident scholar at the
American Enterprise Institute, has
written that “American boys across
the ability spectrum are struggling in
the nation’s schools, with teachers
and administrators failing to engage
their specific interests and needs.
“This neglect has ominous implications not only for the boy’s social
and intellectual development but for
the national economy, as policy analysts are just beginning to calculate”
(“How to Make School Better for
Boys,” www.theatlantic.com, September 16, 2013).
We live in a knowledge-based economy where school achievement is a
cornerstone for success. In the same
article, Sommers demonstrated that
women are adapting to the economy;
men are not. For example, women
now earn 62 percent of all associate’s
degrees, 57 percent of all bachelor’s
degrees, 60 percent of all master’s degrees, and 52 percent of all doctorates. Sommers also showed the direct
economic consequences of this gap in
“education engagement.” She wrote
that for men ages twenty-five to sixtyfour with no high-school diploma, median annual earnings have declined 66
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percent since 1969. Wages declined
47 percent for men with only a highschool diploma.
She also quoted from a 2011 report
from the College Board. She wrote,
“Nearly half of young men of color age
15 to 24 who graduate from high
school will end up unemployed, incarcerated or dead.”
Sommers continued that in the
Boston Public School, the Center for
Labor Market Studies at Northeastern
University found for the class of 2007
that among blacks and Hispanics,
there were 186 females for every 100
males attending a four-year college or
university. For white students, there
were 153 females for every 100 males
who were attending college.
What should we do to curb these inequities? To begin, we must acknowledge what God declared from the beginning—boys and girls are equal but
different! Sommers continued her article, saying, “Many gender scholars insist that the sexes are cognitively interchangeable and argue that any talk
of difference only encourages sexism
and stereotyping. In the current environment, to speak of difference invites
opprobrium, and to advocate for
male-specific interventions invites
passionate and organized opposition.
Meanwhile, one gender difference refuses to go away: Boys are languishing academically, while girls are soaring.”
While the United States remains at
best indifferent to the academic plight
of boys, Great Britain, Australia, and
Canada are not. They see this disparity as a national threat. “A country with
too many languishing males risks losing its economic edge. So these nations have established dozens of boyfocused commissions, task forces,
and working groups. Using evidence
and not ideology as their guide, officials in these countries don’t hesitate
to recommend sex-specific solutions”
(Sommers).

The more I study developments
such as this in American culture, the
more convinced I am of the truthfulness of the bedrock propositions of
genuine, biblical Christianity. God has
revealed quite clearly His actions as
the Creator, His values and morals as
a holy, righteous God, and His ethical
standards by which we are to live. As
humans, we have the freedom to ignore or even flaunt those propositions,
but then we must accept the consequences. God created the human race
male and female; and men and women
are completely different—physically,
emotionally, and psychologically. That
is why women excel in some fields and
men excel in others.
But American culture is now driven
by an ideology that seemingly ignores,
indeed, even mocks gender differences. The result today is that boys
and men are suffering the consequences of this ideology. Other
nations are waking up to how serious
this gender inequity really is and are
doing something about it. America is
trapped by a warped ideology, and our
nation will ultimately suffer because of
it. We remain blinded to the obvious,
believing a lie and calling it truth!
An effective youth ministry will strive
to teach and model God’s design in
creating the human race male and female—equal but different. It will teach
and model that those gender differences are actually great strengths, imparted by God’s design. Where the
male is weak, the female is strong; and
where the male is strong, the female is
weak. As they come together in marriage and serve together in the church
or even in the workplace, a complementary relationship results.
It is therefore ethically and biblically
wrong to try to make a little boy behave
like a little girl, or to construct educational systems that favor girls at the expense of boys. The church must be the
agent of change. We can begin by having an effective youth ministry. 夝
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Teenagers
Correct Focus
BY

MARY LYNN BUSHONG

ABRINA stared at her image in the
mirror and frowned. She pulled at
one of the short, dark curls that covered her head. Why do I have to have
curly hair? she wondered, when the
style was to have straight hair. “Preferably straight, blonde hair,” she said
aloud with a sigh. There was not even
anything particularly attractive about
her brown eyes or straight eyebrows.
She turned away from the image and
closed her eyes. Why couldn’t You
have made me pretty like some of the
girls at school? she demanded of God
in her thoughts. She wondered
whether He had heard her complaint.
“Sabrina!” her mother’s voice called
from downstairs. “If you don’t hurry,
you’ll miss the bus, and I don’t have
time to take you to school today.”
“Coming!” Sabrina called back and
then grumbled under her breath, “It
might be better if I didn’t go at all.”
She picked up her notebooks from
the end of her neatly made bed and
rushed down the stairs. Her mother
handed her a brown paper bag containing a sandwich, a fruit cup, and
some cookies for dessert.
“Do you have enough money of your
own to get a drink?” Mom asked.
Sabrina nodded as her mother put
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two muffins in her hand. “I do not want
you starting your day hungry, so take
these. You can eat them on your way to
the bus stop.” Mom pulled her daughter
to her, gave her a quick hug, and kissed
her cheek. “Have a good day,” she said.
Sabrina dropped her books into her
backpack and then ate the muffins as
she walked. School is a pain, she
thought, but extra classes could mean
early graduation and then on to college.
If all went well there, she would graduate a year or more before any of her college-bound classmates. Once she was
out of school, she would be independent. She would not have to worry about
what anyone cared or thought.
The school bus was just over half full
as it pulled to a stop alongside the high
school. Although there were several
other students in the hallway, Sabrina
did not stop to talk. She went directly
to her first-period classroom and waited outside the door for the teacher to
come and unlock it. While she waited,
she reviewed the text for that day’s
class. She did not look up as a group
of students approached.
“Oh, look,” taunted one of the boys
in the hallway. “It’s Sabraina! Are you
going to make the rest of us look bad
again in class today?”

Sabrina looked at him and did not
blink. “You don’t need me to help you
look bad. You are quite proficient at
doing it all by yourself.”
The boy’s friends oohed over her
comments at his expense and began
laughing. Sabrina expected to hear
more from him, but the teacher arrived
just then and opened the door.
Sabrina took her seat in the front
row right in front of the teacher’s desk.
Without turning around, she made a
mental note of where the annoying boy
sat. What a doofus! she thought uncharitably. She had known him in
grade school, where he had actually
seemed quite smart. If he made just a
little effort, he would not be in the lowest percentile of the class. Maybe
when she was all done with school,
she would be free of people like him.
After her school day was over, she
met Aunt Sue at the curb in front of the
school.
“How was your day?” Aunt Sue
asked as Sabrina slid into the passenger seat and fastened her seatbelt.
“It was OK,” said Sabrina. “There are
a couple of jerks in some of my classes, but they’re not there by choice.”
Aunt Sue glanced over at her niece.
Sabrina seemed more mature than her
years at times, but she also seemed to
lack compassion. Aunt Sue thought
that was worrisome.
“Did you learn anything interesting?” Aunt Sue continued.
“Not especially. I am so looking forward to getting away from here. Can
you believe one of the boys called me
‘Sabraina’ today?”
Aunt Sue laughed out loud. “That is
actually pretty clever, and it is a good
play on how bright you are. It might
also be good to remember who gave
you that very bright mind.”
“I know,” Sabrina agreed grudgingly. They were both silent for a few minutes as Aunt Sue drove.
Then Sabrina spoke up again. “So
what projects are we working on today?”
“You know the garden beds next to
the house?”
“You mean the ones that are hip-deep
in weeds and haven’t seen a shovel or
hoe in fifty years?” Sabrina asked.
“What is this hip-deep thing? I don’t
think the weeds are more than knee
high, and it’s only been three years.”
“Long enough.” Sabrina laughed.
The garden was every bit as choked
with weeds as Sabrina remembered.
There were even a few good-sized

saplings trying to establish themselves. Even so, with the two of them
working steadily, an identifiable garden space began to emerge from the
tangled garden overgrowth.
“What are you planning to plant in
here?” Sabrina asked as she pictured
an abundance of flowers filling the bed.
“Vegetables,” Aunt Sue said decisively.
“Pardon me?” Sabrina asked, thinking she must have misheard.
“Vegetables,” Aunt Sue repeated. “I
was just thinking that I wanted to preserve more food with all of the price increases, but my other garden is full.
Since I already had flowers sharing the
vegetable space, I figured it would
work the other way around too.”
“OK,” said Sabrina slowly. She
thought of corn, squash, and even carrots but could not really picture them
as anything but out of place.
“I started some little pepper plants on
the kitchen windowsill. They’ll only be a
couple of feet tall when they are grown,
but they’ll cover themselves with red and
yellow fruit. Then we’ll plant some cherry tomatoes in front of them—the kind
that only get a foot or so tall. Gardens are
not just about colors but also shapes.”
Sabrina took a deep breath and got
back to work. She was glad her aunt
had a plan, but she would never have
guessed this was it. She was glad for
the sweatband she wore around her
head as they worked together in the afternoon heat. She tried to ignore the little trickles that crept through her hair.
She knew the purpose of sweat, but
that did not mean she had to like it!
She was so focused on the garden
that she did not notice that Aunt Sue
had left and returned until she offered
Sabrina a tall, icy glass of water. After
thanking her, Sabrina took a long drink.
“That was really good,” she said after a few moments. “Thanks!”
“Have you ever noticed how focused
you get on your goals?” asked Aunt
Sue. “It’s like you forget everything
around you when you’re intent on
something. It can be a really good trait.”
“Can be?” asked Sabrina.
Aunt Sue nodded. “It can be when it
is not taken to an extreme.”
“Are you saying that I take it to an
extreme?” Sabrina’s voice became
defensive.
“Maybe not yet, but I do think there
is that potential,” said Aunt Sue. “Focus can be a very good thing. It helps
you block out extraneous things that
can distract us from our purpose.”
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Sabrina nodded. “Everything depends on your focus.”
“In a way,” said Aunt Sue. “What do
you think God wants you to focus on?”
“Well, I think He wants me to do my
best in school.”
Aunt Sue nodded. “You are right,
but doing your best is not just about
grades. How many of your classmates
do you think know Jesus?”
Sabrina was silent as she thought
and idly chopped at the ground with
the tip of her shovel.
“I don’t know,” she replied after a
few minutes. “I guess I never thought
about it before. Maybe 10 percent?”
“That isn’t very high, is it?” said Aunt
Sue.
Sabrina shook her head. She remembered what their pastor had been
preaching about on Sunday. He had
been speaking right after Easter about
the Great Commission in Matthew 28.
The disciples were told to go out into
the world and preach the gospel. That’s
difficult enough to do now, she thought.
It would have been so much harder two
thousand years ago!
“I think you may be right about focus,” said Sabrina. “I have been focused on achieving my goals. They are
good ones. But I think maybe they
should not be my only ones.”
“I was hoping you would see that,”
said Aunt Sue. “There is nothing
wrong with excelling in school, but
God has called you to share the gospel
with others. He has called all believers
to be witnesses.”
“I also think that I might be putting too
much emphasis on being independent,
or maybe I’ve been wanting to be independent from the wrong things. I’ve
been wanting to get away from certain
people because they’re too stupid for
me, but something never occurred to
me until just now. I might be too stupid
for God, but He loves me anyway!”
“That He does, Sabrina. You know,
we are going to be coming up on your
birthday soon. We could have a few of
your school friends over for food and
games. You might even be able to tell
someone about Jesus.”
“That could actually be good,” said
Sabrina, “if I can just get this job done
first!”
Aunt Sue laughed. “You know, one
of the things I love about my garden is
that there are many direct applications
of biblical principles to our lives that it
illustrates and makes clear.”
“In what ways?” asked Sabrina.
“When the Bible was being written,

people lived in a much closer relationship with the land. They understood
about sowing seeds, weeding, pruning, and grafting. Being able to take a
regular activity and draw a parallel with
God’s truths made Jesus’ parable
easier to understand by the people.”
Sabrina nodded. “I can see that.
Now so many people are educated,
but they have less of a clue about God
than ever before.
“That makes our jobs harder, but not
impossible. Do you know why?” Sabrina paused and looked around her. “It’s
because the world is like this garden. It
might be choked with weeds so that the
good things cannot grow yet. But God
is the Gardener and the weeds have no
power over what He can do.”
“You are absolutely correct,” said
Aunt Sue. “He uses His Word to help
us get the weeds out of our lives.”
“I guess that means I need to focus
more on studying the Bible and less on
myself,” said Sabrina.
“That’s one of the ways we grow
strong as Christians,” said Aunt Sue. “I
am ready for a snack. Care to join
me?” 夝

John Williams: Sailing for Souls
(Continued from page 28)

ham and Captain Morgan, escaped,
but Williams was overtaken and his
body dragged into the bush. Later the
next year, a ship was sent to retrieve
the remains of John Williams and
James Harris; but the savages confessed they had eaten the two bodies.
In the following years, more martyrs
died for the cause of Jesus on Erromanga, but their deaths were not in
vain. Today, many believers are numbered among the island people.
Everywhere he sailed, Williams
taught and sent out converted native
teachers who taught and lived the life
of Christ among the islanders. Thousands of souls were won to eternal life
in Christ. Idols were burned. Village
chapels were built. Vile traditions—including cannibalism, body tattooing,
polygamy, and infanticide—were forsaken as Williams, fellow missionaries, and native Bible teachers sailed
for souls to islands where the gospel
had never been shared. 夝
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For Teens Only
Vision
BY

UR world is in a mess because of
sin. Many young people are
choosing ungodly lifestyles. Many rely
on humanism in their religions and
psychology.
The so-called spirituality of our culture lacks the power of Christ and the
Word of God. There is much evidence
of people following vain prophets and
seeking false visions.
God’s Word says, “Where there is no
vision, the people perish” (Prov.
29:18). Today we need vision from
God for our lives. The world’s vision is
not enough.
As a Christian youth, I had many opportunities to see God’s vision at work
in my life and in the lives of my friends.
As trials beset us or we are faced with
temptation, our reactions to life’s
events are determined by the vision
God has given us.
I vividly remember a time when God
allowed me to face a difficult moral
test. I thank God for giving me the victory. He let me see the situation from
His perspective.
God’s Word confirms that vision is
necessary for our lives. Vision is
something we need, and God has a
special vision for us, His children.
Every vision has an effect, whether
good or bad.
Without God’s vision for our lives,
we will not find true success or experience God’s blessing. When we depend on God’s vision for our lives, we
can expect to experience success and
spiritual growth.

O

PREVAILING VISION
Be assured that God has a prevailing vision for you as a young person.
The Bible tells us that David was a man
after God’s heart (Acts 13:22). David
was a man with a unique vision that
came from God Himself!
We are familiar with the account of
David’s encounter with Goliath (I Sam.
17:1-54). David prevailed because he
saw Goliath as God saw him. If David
had not shared God’s vision, we can
be sure he would never have had the
courage to battle the giant.
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You and I sometimes shy away from
the tests God brings into our lives.
God is infinitely wise and has our best
interests in mind. Tests are for our benefit. I fear we miss out on many blessings because we do not see people,
problems, and possibilities as God
sees them.
It is important to remember that
God’s vision for one’s life should prevail over everything else. The easy way
is to run from trouble and cower in a
corner.
I am humbled when I think how
many times I have not shared the
gospel or have succumbed to temptation because of not having confidence
in the strength of my God.
But I also know the joy and wonder
that filled my life when I shared God’s
perspective. You need to share the vision of the prevailing power of God in
your life!
David gained the victory over Goliath by sharing God’s vision. David
was probably in his teens; yet he saw
Goliath for what he was—nothing
more than a defiant enemy of the living, omnipotent God. David loved God
with all his heart.
How often you and I run from today’s battles! We do it because we
judge in terms of physical appearance
rather than spiritual reality. God’s vision for us will prevail in our lives if we
will only accept His viewpoint.
I thank God for convicting me when
I fail to see people and situations as He
sees them. When my heart is focused
totally on God as it should be, I am
able to share God’s perspective on my
life. If you will take this truth and apply
it in your life, you will experience new
confidence and power.
UNFAILING VISION
Be aware that God has an unfailing
vision for you as a young person. At
the age of seventeen, I began working
the graveyard shift at a grocery store
in my town. Sometimes I would lose
sight of God’s sovereignty.
More often, though, difficult situations would become endurable as I re-

alized the unfailing nature of God. Although we fail, God’s vision for our
lives does not. He is always there for
us.
David was a man of remarkable spiritual strength. He was close to God’s
own heart. But despite being a very
godly man, he was still capable of failure (II Sam. 11:1-27).
It is possible for a young person to
fall into sin as easily as David did. Israel’s king had accomplished much in
God’s strength; yet in a moment of
temptation he fell quickly.
The reason David fell into sin with
Bath–sheba was that he substituted
his own feelings and desires for God’s
perspective. When we rely on our own
strength, we are bound to fail sooner
or later.
I think of Jonah when I am tempted
to limit God. Jonah is known to many
Christians as the pouting prophet. He
chose to ignore God and seemed to
think he could hide from God. I am
sure you know what happened.
God is always there for us, in both
good times and bad times. We need
to remember that God and His vision
for our lives will never fail us. Any failure is within our own hearts and lives
when we do not rely on God as we
should.
Some seek substitutes for the vision
of God, but there are no replacements.
Whether we turn to ourselves, as
David did, or to a false prophet, any vision other than God’s will lead us to
destruction and death.
Self-reliance is an often ungodly
characteristic. As Christians, we need
to rely on God completely. We need
His perspective in our lives. If we do
not rely on God, we will be pulled away
by our sinful desires and habits. God’s
prophet characterized the human
race, saying, “We have turned every
one to his own way” (Isa. 53:6).
We may try to put the blame elsewhere, but the truth is that failure always results when we reject God’s
perspective on what is happening.
With confidence, the reliant Christian
can echo these words: “Trust in the

Lord with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding. In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:5-6).

Teen Scene

PURPOSEFUL VISION
The fact that God has a vision for
each of us can be assumed on the basis that each of God’s visions in the
Bible had a purpose.
Paul wrote to a sinning church, saying, “Whether therefore ye eat, or
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to
the glory of God” (I Cor. 10:31). It is evident from this text that God’s central
purpose in the special vision He has
for your life is that you would glorify
Him and grow in godliness.
When you share God’s perspective
with others, you can expect growth
and blessing in your life. Focusing on
God’s vision will bring peace and security to you in new and wonderful
ways.
Satan is well aware that a God-given vision for our lives is purposeful.
The devil’s strategy is to tempt us and
to try to fill us with doubts as to
whether God really does have a higher purpose for us.
God’s viewpoint is timeless. He
sees all things simultaneously. He
knows all eternity. His vision lifts us
from the present fleeting life to the
eternal realm.
When God is on our side, we have
nothing to fear. God always has our
best interests in mind.
Like David, you and I need to learn
to see others as God sees them. We
should face difficult situations in light
of the spiritual truths at stake. As we
rely on God’s vision, spiritual success
will be in our hands in new and exciting ways!

Peer Pressure and Doing What Is Right

BE A VISIONARY
My challenge for you as a Christian
young person is to become a visionary. Dare to share God’s perspective
on the people and problems He allows
in your life!
I know from my own life and the testimonies of my friends that God’s vision can be a vital part of achieving
spiritual success.
We cannot have God’s vision unless
we focus first on Him and His Word. Allow me to leave you with this challenge: “Seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you”
(Matt. 6:33). 夝
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BY

JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN., PH.D.

Q. How can I live for the Lord when there
is so much pressure to be worldly?
A. Peer pressures that confront Christian young people today are more blatant than ever. This is mostly true because of the immediacy of media.
Nearly everywhere and almost always,
the culture pulls against the values of
Christians. When non-believing friends
are behaving badly and urging you to
join them, the pressure to pull away
from the Lord can be nearly unbearable.
But it is not unbearable because of
our wonderful Lord. “Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them:
because greater is he that is in you,
than he that is in the world” (I John 4:4).
First, a decision to live for the Lord
should be firmly made. “I beseech you
therefore, . . . that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God” (Rom. 12:1). Start there.
When the pressures arise, you will be
better able to discern which pressures
are helpful and which are harmful.
Second, keep close to one or two
godly friends. “And if one prevail against
him, two shall withstand him; and a
threefold cord is not quickly broken”
(Eccles. 4:12). This passage shows us
that two, or better yet three, can be
much stronger under pressure than one
alone. We really do need each other.
Third, let an older person know some
of the pressures you feel. It often is your
parent whom you can go to, but sometimes it can be an uncle, an aunt, a
grandparent, a pastor, or some other
person. Most of them have felt the same
pressures. Also, if you ask, most will be
honored to pray with you for victory.
Fourth, become more and more
familiar with what God approves. So
read your Bible, ask questions, discuss areas that seem unclear, and establish limits. If someone wants you to
experiment with drugs or alcohol or
unholy sexual behavior, you will be
more able to withstand the pressure
since you already know what you believe. Remember that “if God be for us,
who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31).

Q. How should I respond when someone deliberately hurts me?
A. There are many ways a young person can be hurt. There is the horrifying
crime of someone taking sexual advantage of another. If this is the kind of
hurt a girl (more often than a boy) experiences, she should not try to solve
this alone. Of course, she should go to
the Lord for healing, but the Lord almost always uses another person to
assist her to overcome this sickening
offense. Let us look at some principles
found in Scripture.
First, take it to the Lord. Peter wrote,
“Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you” (I Pet. 5:7).
Second, if you have a godly parent
or guardian, please tell that person.
Parents are given by God to care for
their minor children and to advise their
adult children.
Third, we need to have a tender
heart. Ephesians 4:32 tells us to “be ye
kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another.” Do not allow bitterness, harshness, and a desire for revenge to creep into your heart. Have a
heart to forgive so that if the hurtful person repents, you are able to forgive.
This is the beginning for restoration so
that you can move forward.
Fourth, it is very important to let God
take action to bring about a proper,
godly response. Romans 12:19, 21 instructs us to “avenge not yourselves,
but rather give place unto wrath: for it is
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay,
saith the Lord . . . Be not overcome of
evil, but overcome evil with good.”
By asking you to follow these principles, even in the worst hurt, I am asking
you to walk a difficult, perhaps impossible path. As believers, we have the Holy
Spirit living in us. He will fill and give us
the strength to do what is right. 夝
Do you have a question you want
answered? Send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).
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Boys and Girls
My Neighbor Is My Sister
BY

ADISON frowned at the two dolls
on her shelf.
That’s how everyone wants Ellie and
me to be. Smiling as if we can’t wait to
be sisters, she thought.
“I think I’ll donate this to the
women’s and children’s home,” Ellie
said. Madison turned to see Ellie holding a T-shirt splattered with a billion
colors as if it had fallen in an ocean of
confetti. But the colors were not as
pretty as the confetti at their parents’
wedding last weekend.
Madison cringed as Ellie tossed her
unfolded shirt onto a stack of neatly
folded shirts.
Ellie moved from her still half-full
box of clothes to a box of art supplies.
She pulled out a faded drawstring bag,
dumped it on Madison’s desk, and
started arranging the contents.
“No way! You are not putting that
stuff on my desk!” Madison said.
Ellie did not stop setting out her
eraser collection. “Why not?”
“Because eraser crumbs get everywhere,” Madison replied. “I like my
desk clean.”
“It’s not just your desk anymore,” Ellie
replied.

M
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“Yes, it is. I’m sharing it with you—
for now.” Madison opened a drawer
and started raking erasers into it.
Ellie retrieved them as fast as Madison dumped them away into the drawer. “If you were sharing it, you would
share some space for my erasers.”
Madison shut the drawer and
leaned against it. “Why do you need
more than one eraser, anyway?”
“I don’t know what kind of mood I’ll
be in,” Ellie said. “I might want to erase
one thing with this flower.” She held up
a flower-shaped eraser. “And something else with a spaceship.”
Madison snatched the spaceship
and flower with one hand and opened
the desk drawer with the other hand.
“Hey!” Ellie grabbed Madison’s
wrist, but Madison would not let her
pry her fingers open.
“What’s going on in here?” Madison’s mother asked. She and Keith,
Madison’s stepfather and Ellie’s father,
entered the room.
“Madison’s not letting me use her
desk,” Ellie said.
“She wants to keep all her erasers
out, and crumbs will get everywhere,”
Madison protested.

“Girls, we talked about this,” Mom
said.
“We all have to make adjustments.”
Dad put an arm around Mom.
“It’s bedtime,” Mom said. “We all
have a busy day tomorrow.”
“But you girls need to come to an
agreement about those erasers before
going to sleep,” Dad said. “The Bible
says, ‘Let not the sun go down upon
your wrath’” (Eph. 4:26).
“But we’re not done unpacking,”
Madison said as she hugged Mom
good night.
“You can finish tomorrow,” Mom
said, moving to hug Ellie.
As Dad hugged her, Madison counted five more boxes to unpack.
“It’ll be fine,” Ellie said, flopping
onto the bottom bunk when their parents left. “You’re too neat.”
“You’re too messy,” Madison said.
Ellie groaned. “I’m too tired to argue.
What are we going to do about the
erasers and all my other things? And
what was that about not letting the sun
go down? It’s been dark for hours.”
Madison did not know what Dad
meant by that, either, but she did not
want Ellie to know that; so she did not
answer. She picked up Ellie’s nightgown off her desk chair, folded it, and
set it on the top bunk.
Next to the gown was her Sunday
school folder. Madison had put it there
so that it would not get messed up
while she helped Ellie unpack. She
pulled the folder down and sat in her
desk chair to search for a verse that
might help settle their argument.
Last week’s memory verse was
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” (Matt. 22:39). Below the verse
were two questions: “Who are my
neighbors?” “How can I love them?”
Madison had answered only the first
question. The class was supposed to
think about the second question during the week and share their answers
the next Sunday. She almost dropped
her folder when Ellie let out a loud
snore.
Madison thought about using one of

Ellie’s erasers to erase her stepsister’s
name from the paper where she had
written it when her teacher explained
that neighbors include even people
you live with.
I wish I could erase the day Mom
and Keith met. Then none of this would
have happened, she thought.
Madison’s father had passed away,
and Ellie’s mother had also. Madison’s
mother had met Keith at a church function a few weeks after Ellie came to Sunday school. Even before they got married, Mom had started telling people she
had two daughters. Madison pointed
out that Ellie was a stepdaughter, but
Mom said, “We’re all children of God.”
Ellie snored again. Madison threw
the spaceship eraser at her.
“What?” Ellie sat up.
“We have to decide what to do
about your erasers.”
“Leave them where they are tonight,
and we’ll figure it out tomorrow,” Ellie
suggested. “They won’t leave any
crumbs because I don’t sleepwalk and
erase things.”
“Dad and Mom said to figure it out
tonight.”
Ellie slouched on the bed. “Do you
always do what you’re told?”
Madison sat up straighter. She
opened her mouth, not sure what would
come out, but Ellie interrupted her, asking, “How many erasers are still out?”
Madison looked over her shoulder
and counted. “Eight,” she said.
“OK. I’ll just keep a few out at a time
and leave the rest in the drawer,” Ellie
said.
“A few is three,” Madison said.
“How about five?” Ellie offered. “I’ll
keep them on one end of your desk
and sweep off any crumbs they leave.”
“Four,” Madison countered. “And
crumbs go in the trash, not on the
floor.”
Ellie agreed, and the girls went to
bed. The next morning, Madison came
back from brushing her teeth to find
Ellie making the beds. “What are you
doing?” she asked, surprised.
“I was unpacking a few more things
and found last week’s memory verse,”
Ellie said. “Mrs. Anna told us to show
love for our neighbors by doing nice
things for them. You’re my neighbor
now.” She shrugged and finished
making the beds.
That afternoon, Mom, Madison, and
Ellie got dressed for the mother/
daughter fashion show.
“You ladies look lovely,” Dad said.
He opened the car trunk so that they
SPRING QUARTER 2016

could stow their boxes of things to donate—along with proceeds from the
fashion show—to the women’s and
children’s shelter near the church.
Dad was not the only one to compliment them. Mothers and daughters
waiting backstage said they looked
pretty.
“Madison designed our dresses,”
Ellie said. “She’s very talented.” The
way she said it made Madison feel like
a celebrity.
I guess that makes up for Ellie wearing the same dress as Mom and me
even though she’s a stepdaughter,
Madison thought.
“That’s nice to say about your sister,” another Sunday school teacher
said.
“Stepsister,” Madison said.
“We’re all children of God,” the lady
said. “And sisters in the Lord.”
Ellie crossed her arms. She decided
not to tell anyone else that Madison
had designed their dresses.
“We’re next,” Mom said.
Madison stepped into position, but
Ellie did not move.
“What’s wrong?” Mom asked.
“There are lots of people out there,”
Ellie said. Her eyes were big, and her
hands shook. “I’m not really your
daughter anyway.”
“But you’ve looked forward to this.”
Mom put an arm around Ellie.
Madison’s stomach did flips. She had
heard Ellie wish her mother were still
alive so that they could do things like this
together. What if my mom weren’t here
to do this with me? Madison wondered.
“Here is Mrs. Sullivan with her
daughters, Madison and Ellie,” Pastor
Lindt announced.
I would want someone to include me
if I were in her shoes. Including Ellie is
a way to show love to my neighbor,
Madison thought. “Find your dad and
focus on him,” she told Ellie.
Ellie smiled but did not move.
“We’ll help you,” Madison said as
she hooked her arm through Ellie’s.
Mom did the same on Ellie’s other side,
and together they walked onstage.
Ellie wobbled at first, but soon she
smiled and waved at the crowd as
much as Madison.
“That was awesome,” Ellie said
when they were backstage again.
“Thanks for helping me.”
“You’re welcome,” Mom said and
hugged Madison and Ellie. She then
went to change so that she could add
her dress to the donations.
(Continued on page 47)

Noah’s Ark

The Crayfish
BY

WANDA ERBSE

RAYFISH look like small lobsters.
They are also called crawfish or
crawdads. They are freshwater crustaceans that are found in Europe,
America, Australia, New Zealand, and
parts of Asia.
Crayfish also look bug-like with their
two eyestalks and antennae. God
gave them antennae to help them feel,
hear, and smell. They have five jointed
legs on each side of their shelled bodies. The front two legs are shaped into
claws and used for getting and holding food. The other legs are used for
motion. They walk across land and on
the beds of lakes or rivers with their
legs moving forward, backward, or
sideways. They also use their tails to
propel forward or backward in the water.
Crayfish can be found in many colors, such as brown, pink, green, and
white, with many others coming in
more than one color.
Adult male crayfish will challenge
other males for a female. The adult females lay small, black eggs (usually
less than two hundred) and carry them
under their tails. The young crayfish,
called instars, can be as small as a
thumbtack or a standard-sized crayon. One could fit in your hand.
As crayfish grow, their outer shells
become too small. They shed their
shells (exoskeletons) and then grow
new ones. Crayfish grow to various
sizes, most only to about three inches
long. There are some types that can
grow up to sixteen inches long.
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You and Your Bible
BY

JUDY CARLSEN

The Boy King
After King Solomon died, God divided the kingdom in two: Judah and Israel.
Josiah became king of Judah about three hundred years later.
Read II Kings 22:1 through 23:21. Cross out the wrong words in each sentence, and find the correct words to replace it.
1. Josiah was ten years old when he became king (II Kings 22:1).
2. Josiah did what was evil in the sight of the Lord (verse 2).
3. Hilkiah, the high priest, found the book of Psalms in the house of the Lord
(verse 8).
4. When the king heard the words of the book, he put on new clothes to celebrate (verse 11).
5. Huldah the prophetess spoke for God, saying that God would bring good to
the people (verse 16).
6. Josiah built altars to honor idols (23:15).
7. The king commanded the people to celebrate Christmas (verse 21).

KING JOSIAH’S LIFE
Words dealing with King Josiah’s life are hidden horizontally and vertically in
the puzzle. The word list is below.
S
P
M
O
L
E
C
H
B
Q

I
A
O
D
J
O
S
I
A
H

JOSIAH
HULDAH
TEMPLE
COVENANT

H
S
C
I
E
B
T
L
A
J

I
S
O
L
R
A
L
D
L
O

L K I A
O V E R
V E N A
H J O S
U S A L
L M I A
D P D W
A H O P
H A L T
Z I S I
HILKIAH
LAW
JERUSALEM
BAAL
IDOLS

H S
A Q
N T
I E
E M
D P
E L
T E
A R
N B
SIN
PASSOVER
ALTAR
MOLECH

GOD’S RESPONSE TO KING JOSIAH
Fill in the blanks in the verse below to find out what God thought of this young
king.
“And like unto him was there no king ______________ him, that turned to the
__________ with all his ____________, and with all his __________, and with all
his ___________, according to all the law of ____________; neither ____________
him arose there any like him” (II Kings 23:25).
Answers:
夝 The Boy King: 1. eight; 2. right; 3. the law; 4. tore his clothes; 5. evil; 6. tore
down; 7. Passover. God’s Response to King Josiah: before, Lord, heart, soul,
might, Moses, after.

Crayfish are omnivores. They eat
water plants, worms, fish, snails, and
bugs. They are also scavengers, eating dead plants and animals in the water. Their sharp claws hold and tear
and cut food.
Scientists have found over five hundred species of crayfish living in almost every part of the world. Some are
white and blind and live in caves. Most
crayfish live in freshwater in shallow
parts of lakes, ponds, rivers, streams,
and swamps. They dig holes to live in.
They are not fish, but they breathe like
fish, with gills. When living in the wild,
an adult crayfish will reach maturity in
about four or five years, and they can
live anywhere from twenty to thirty
years.
Their natural predators include fish,
otters, turtles, raccoons, opossums,
snakes, and wading birds. They are
most vulnerable to predation during
their periodic molts when they lose
their exoskeletons to permit growth.
Crayfish are often sold and used as
bait, either live or with only the tail
meat. They are useful for attracting
channel catfish, largemouth and
smallmouth bass, pike, and muskellunge. Sometimes the claws are removed so that they do not keep fish
from biting the hook. Since crayfish
easily fall off the hook, fisherman have
to slowly cast their lines when using
them as bait.
Some people keep crayfish as pets
in freshwater aquariums. They are
kept with bluegill or bass, rather than
goldfish or tropical or subtropical fish.
The preferred diet of crayfish is shrimp
pellets and many kinds of vegetables;
but they will eat tropical fish food, regular fish food, algae wafers, and small
fish that can be captured with their
claws. Their tendency to eat almost
anything will cause crayfish to explore
how edible the plants in an aquarium
are. Most species of dwarf crayfish,
however, will not dig or eat live aquarium plants.
In several places of the world, crayfish are used for food. The people of
New Orleans make delicious soups
and other dishes with crayfish. Since
2005, 95 percent of the crayfish harvested in the United States have come
from Louisiana. The larger species of
crayfish are eaten the same way lobster is. The meat that is eaten is the
meat of the stomach, claws, and the
tail portions. In several parts of Europe, crayfish are considered a delica-

Wit and Wisdom Cartoons

Springtime Faith

“The biggest mistake is the fear that
you will make one.”

Andrew Murray: “The more we realize
that Christ must be all to us and in us,
the more we shall learn to live the real
life of faith.”

***
“The most promising young man is the
one who does more than he promises.”

***
Grace Noll Crowell: “Grant me, O
blessed One, the strength to follow
Thee closer with greater faith throughout my days.”

***
“The only person who is always right
is the one who says, ‘I can’t.’”
***

***
“I hope the church has been putting something aside for a rainy day.”

“There is no such thing as idle gossip.
Gossip is always busy.”
***
“The mind is like television. When it
goes blank, it’s a good idea to turn off
the sound.”

Phillips Brooks: “Tomb, thou shalt not
hold Him longer; / Death is strong, but
Life is stronger; / Stronger than the dark,
the light; / Stronger than the wrong, the
right; / Faith and Hope triumphant
say, / Christ will rise on Easter-Day.”

Yogi Berra: “If you don’t know where
you’re going, you might wind up
somewhere else.”
***

***
“Why couldn’t you content yourself with being
just a fisher of men?”

***
Victor Hugo: “Laughter is the sun that
drives winter from the human face.”

Charles Kingsley: “I do not want
merely to possess a faith; I want a faith
that possesses me.”

Bobby Layne: “I never lost a game: I
just ran out of time.”

***

***

—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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John Oxenham: “Not what do I believe,
but WHOM! / WHO walks beside me in
the gloom? / WHO shares the burden
wearisome? / WHO all the dim way doth
illume, / And bid me look beyond the
tomb / The larger life to live? / Not what I
do believe, / But WHOM!”
***

***

Jack Adams: “If it’s free, it’s advice; if
you pay for it, it’s counseling; if you
can use either one, it’s a miracle.” 夝

Charles Spurgeon: “The bridge of
grace will bear your weight, brother.
Thousands of big sinners have gone
across that bridge, yea, tens of thousands have gone over it. Some have
been the chief of sinners and some
have come at the very last of their days
but the arch has never yielded beneath
their weight. I will go with them trusting to the same support. It will bear me
over as it has for them.”
***

***

“Give me a sense of humor, Lord,
Give me the grace to see a joke,
To get some happiness from life,
And pass it on to other folk.”

Quote-ables

“You can relax. The preacher went next door
instead.”

John Greenleaf Whittier: “And, as the
path of duty is made plain. . . . / Doing
God’s will as if it were my own, / Yet
trusting not in mine, but in His strength
alone!” 夝
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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Dad’s Den
Building a Spiritual Heritage
BY

JAMES O. BAKER

ATHERS, God has entrusted you
with the responsibility of building a
spiritual heritage. What are you doing to
ensure that your family is serving the
Lord Jesus Christ? Are you pursuing
truth and knowledge in order to bring
up your children in the “nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4)?
Without a doubt, there are many obstacles and distractions in guiding our
families in the ways of righteousness.
Many fathers may provide the comforts of life, which is honorable, but
neglect to instill daily spiritual direction
for their home. It must be remembered
that material possessions can never
replace love and instruction. Some
men also are given to an excess of extracurricular activities, such as sports,
hunting, or hobbies. Although the activities are not wrong in themselves,
some fathers allow them to take up
valuable family time. Sadly, many fathers succumb to a lazy spirit, rather
than assert their God-given responsibility in guiding their family’s spiritual
nourishment.
What will it take to build a spiritual
heritage? It will definitely require
courage, inspiration, and knowledge.
However, there must first be a purpose.
A clear purpose of developing a godly
family will help perpetuate a spiritual
heritage. To have a home that pleases
the Lord will require a purposeful attitude. Deuteronomy 6:7-9 clearly portrays this. Moses wrote, “And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. And
thou shalt bind them for a sign upon
thine hand, and they shall be as
frontlets between thine eyes. And thou
shalt write them upon the posts of thy
house, and on thy gates.”
Second, to build a spiritual heritage
requires fervent prayer (cf. James 5:16).
Noah listened when he was “warned of
God of things not seen as yet” (Heb.
11:7). He then “moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house;
by the which he condemned the world,
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and became heir of the righteousness
which is by faith.” No doubt, he prayed
day and night for his family. They were
saved from destruction by heeding the
message of the Lord.
In conversing with other men of faith,
I am encouraged to know that many of
them are concerned about the spiritual
direction of their homes. In bringing up
children, they realize it takes much
prayer. More important, it takes prayer
backed up with action. Children need
both love and discipline.
Prayer leaves an impact on children
that they cannot easily forget. Indeed,
prayer will foster an environment that
will save children from spiritual shipwreck (cf. I Tim. 1:19-20). I have often
heard individuals say that they heard
their parents’ prayers during times of
great temptation. This memory often
prevented them from indulging in further sin.
I once read of a parent who would
pray for his foster child every morning
before he dropped him off at school.
One morning, as they were running a
little behind schedule, the young child
ran quickly into the classroom. Soon
he ran out of the classroom with tears
in his eyes, crying, “You forgot to pray
for me!” Prayer was comfort and security to the child’s spirit.
Third, building a spiritual heritage
takes persistence. This makes me think
of the man who believed there was oil
on his property. He began drilling day
after day. This lasted for weeks; all the
while, others mocked him. However, he
stuck to it. His persistence paid off
when he struck oil. Although he and his
helpers were covered with oil, they
were also covered with abundant joy!
Being persistent pays off when we
see our children following Christ and
making godly decisions. Persistence
is the key to perpetuating a godly heritage.
Regarding training children, William
Booth, founder of the Salvation Army,
said, “Don’t act as though you believed
and expected that human nature, left to
itself, will develop into godly . . . character that you desire, and then be dis-

appointed if your children turn out . . .
devils, instead of becoming angels of
light” (Everyday Religion: Making Life
Work in the Home, the Soul, and the
Marketplace, Schmul Publishers).
Booth further stated that each of his
Salvation Army workers should have
three aims concerning their children:
1. To make their children good; 2. To
bring them into the family of God; and
3. To make them soldiers in the army,
that is, to love soul-saving work and
live with a passion for the fight against
sin. These aims would be good for
each Christian father to emulate.
Fourth, there must be a genuine practice of the faith. Truly, no one likes a hypocrite. Children especially pick up on the
authenticity of our faith. We may say we
are Christians; but do we live that way at
home? If we are real, they will know it.
In light of this, James said that faith
without works is dead. He also said, “I
will show thee my faith by my works”
(Jas. 2:18). When a father puts into
practice what he believes, it will produce a “hunger and thirst after righteousness” (Matt. 5:6). Truly, the key to
building a godly heritage is to instruct
in the right and to warn of the wrong.
Someone once asked evangelist
John R. Rice how he could make
Christ the head of his home. His reply
was simple, yet it included good advice for each father to initiate. He gave
three simple things to put into practice: 1. Always have thanks at mealtime. This instills a good concept of
life; 2. Have daily family worship with
Bible reading and prayer. This activity
lifts the family toward God and creates a worshipful atmosphere in the
home; 3. Teach your children the Bible
by memorization (Father, Mother,
Home, and Heaven: God’s Plan for the
Christian Home, Sword of the Lord
Publishers). God’s Word will stick with
them and be a source of strength and
guidance.
Last night my little boy confessed to me
Some childish wrong;
And kneeling at my knee
He prayed with tears—
‘Dear God, make me a man
Like Daddy—wise and strong,
I know You can.’
Then while he slept
I knelt beside his bed,
Confessed my sins,
And prayed with low-bowed head,
‘O God, make me a child
Like my child here—
Pure, guileless,
Trusting Thee with faith sincere.’

(Knight, ed., Knight’s Treasury of Illustrations, Eerdmans). 夝

One Mother to Another
What a Story!
BY

O you enjoy a well-written story? I
do. A good story seldom goes
from the beginning to the end in a
straight line. There are twists and turns
to navigate, hills to climb, rivers to
cross, and valleys to hike. I like a good
story, but I dislike a story that does not
neatly tie up all the loose ends. I want
a satisfactory ending.
This article is about the twists and
turns, hills, rivers, and valleys of our
life story God is writing. We do not understand much of it, “for we walk by
faith, not by sight” (II Cor. 5:7).
The question is, Do we trust God to
write our story? What do we teach
children and grandchildren when we
endure an agonizing chapter? We
should demonstrate Romans 8:28:
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according
to his purpose.” That verse is easy to
learn but hard to demonstrate!
We all have heartbreaking chapters.
The last few years for me have included deaths of loved ones, and injuries
and health problems for family,
friends, and me.
My health problems have included a
stroke, several GI bleeds, Barrett’s
esophagus, small intestine AVMs,
myasthenia gravis, and a brain
aneurysm that required a craniotomy—
an open brain surgery. From the craniotomy came a seizure disorder, a loss
of smell, short-term memory problems,
and trouble making decisions. Just this
week I learned that the eyesight in my
left eye is diminishing quickly, perhaps
caused by the craniotomy or by smallvessel brain disease.
I am not complaining. Everyone has
issues!
Sunshine never floods all the pages
in anyone’s story. Some pages are torn
and smudged with tears. Trust is not
always easy.
It is easier to understand a story
when you know the Author. The God of
the stars and spinning galaxies pens
our pages. We know His power; but do
we trust His love? We may wonder
when we suffer, What does it all mean?
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Calvary teaches us that He always
loves us, no matter how it looks.
God writes our stories for our good
and His own eternal glory. Pain can
mean eternal gain. Often our stories
help others. We encourage others, including children and grandchildren, by
trusting God and not giving up on Him
or on our stories. We light a candle of
trust in a dark place so that others can
see when they come to their own
twists and turns in the dark. “Ye are the
light of the world” (Matt. 5:14).
My sister, Eve, has held her candle
high. Six and a half years ago, she was
diagnosed with advanced ovarian
cancer. She faced the future with faith,
humor, and grace. Years passed, and
she was able to be off chemotherapy
only a few months at a time. The ovarian cancer then metastasized to Eve’s
brain, requiring radiation. The radiation shrunk the tumor by half, but it
also eventually took Eve’s sight. This
past Christmas, not long after she
watched the lighting of her Christmas
tree, Eve became blind. The next face
Eve will see will be the face of God.
Eve sits in a chair now, all ninety
pounds of her. She sleeps most of the
time. She eats and drinks little. The
closer she gets to heaven, the brighter
her candle glows. Recently she said to
her husband (who holds his own candle very high), “I want to go home, but
if God has any work for me to do before I go, I want to do that first.”
When we visit, Eve is too weak to
say much. She smiles. She grips our
hands. On our last visit I asked
whether she wanted me to pray for
anything special. She smiled. She
nodded. She did not speak, but I knew
what she wanted. I remembered the
countless times she had asked me to
pray that her life would glorify God.
Eve’s kind of faith is contagious.
When we have it, our children, grandchildren, parents, siblings, and friends
often catch it.
I want to be like Eve. Whatever
bumps come on the road in my story,
I want to close my eyes and hold tightly to God’s hand. I want to smile

through my tears all my years.
I doubt that I have many decades
left on earth. My children are grown
now, but I know they still watch and
learn from my life and from Aunt Eve.
My grandchildren watch, and they
learn. [Editor’s Note: Eve went home
to be with the Lord in June 2014.]
Moms, we cannot choose whether
or not to teach. We teach all the time.
We teach doubt or trust. We teach faith
or fear.
We all stumble and fall. What do we
teach our children then? We teach that
when we fall, we rise again. “Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith” (Heb. 12:2). We say, “Yes, I
was discouraged, or angry, or afraid;
but now I’m looking at Jesus.”
“Happily ever after” is the true final
ending to any Christian’s story. Knowing that helps us honor God right now.
Yes, life can be horrific at times.
Sometimes a catastrophic happening
forces us to accept a new normal, one
we did not plan for and do not want.
Trust is the only way to navigate the
twists and turns, bumps and bruises,
and heartache and loss. The alternative is nothing but darkness.
Torn by devastating loss, Job’s wife
said to him, “Dost thou still retain thine
integrity? curse God, and die” (Job 2:9).
She gave up on her story, at least for the
moment, and she gave up on God.
Would we have done any better? Job’s
wife did not see the new light and joy that
waited for her just around the corner.
She lost sight of the Author of her story.
The choice is ours, Moms. Will we
by our actions and reactions teach our
children and grandchildren to curse
God and die? Or will we hold our small
candle of faith as high as our aching
heart will allow and teach them to
trust, to face the future with faith and
not with fear?
Trust the Author of your story. He
writes with a pen dipped in love, and
He will write a wonderful ending. “Eye
hath not seen, . . . the things which
God hath prepared for them that love
him” (I Cor. 2:9). The best part of your
story is yet to come! 夝
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Family Life
The Family Plan
BY

OU know you can always come
home. No matter what happens,
I will always love you.”
Those are words that every child
who leaves home cherishes. Those
are also words that please God.
When God created humanity, He created the family unit. He intended
members of a family to care for one
another, depend on one another, and
always accept one another, no matter
the circumstances.
In Genesis 2:18, God says, “It is not
good that the man should be alone; I
will make him an help meet for him.”
God created the institution of marriage, intending for a Christian couple
to leave their parents and “cleave” (vs.
24) to each other, through good and
bad.
Once the couple has children, the
children are to become part of this cohesive family unit, a unique group of
people bonded by blood.
God’s plan for the interdependence
of the family unit was undermined
when the freewill choices of the first
couple ushered sin into the world.
The ultimate disunity of family was
exhibited by Cain when he killed his
brother. God cursed Cain, making
him “a fugitive and a vagabond” (Gen.
4:12). Cain “went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the
land of Nod, on the east of Eden” (vs.
16). Cain knew that he could not go
home again.
The Bible tells us that the world became increasingly wicked. “And God
saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). God
destroyed humanity with the Flood,
saving Noah and his family.
It is significant to note that God did
not save Noah and other leaders of his
community. God chose Noah and his
family: Noah’s wife, their three sons,
and their sons’ wives (Gen. 6:18).
These eight people represent the fam-
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ily unit, which God had originally
formed in Creation.
Noah’s family survived and flourished after the Flood, filling the earth.
The Bible follows their genealogies to
Abram, who gives us another example
of how God intends for families to live
together.
When God told Abram to leave his
home, Abram did not depart alone. He
traveled with “Sarai his wife, and Lot
his brother’s son” (Gen. 12:5). They
kept the family unit together as they
traveled. The family left Haran, traveled through Canaan, and went into
Egypt during a time of famine.
When the Egyptian pharaoh sent
Abram out of Egypt, Lot continued to
travel with him. By that time, both
Abram and Lot had amassed wealth.
“Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold” (Gen. 13:2), and “Lot
also, . . . had flocks, and herds, and
tents” (vs. 5). When Abram’s and Lot’s
herdsmen could not get along, Abram
acted nobly. He let Lot choose the
land he wanted, and Abram’s was
willing to live on the leftover land.
Abram said, “Let there be no strife, . . .
between me and thee, . . . for we be
brethren” (vs. 8). Abram recognized
the bond of family and took action for
peace.
God honored His covenant with
Abraham, and his descendants grew
to become the nation of Israel. They
became a nation of slaves in Egypt
and were delivered by two brothers,
Moses and Aaron.
When we think of the story of the
Hebrews fleeing from Egypt, we picture Moses being the instrument who
brought the plagues upon the Egyptians and led the people across the
Red Sea on dry land. Rarely do we notice the role played by Moses’ brother,
Aaron.
Aaron is first mentioned in Exodus
4:14 when Moses complained that he
was not qualified to deliver the Hebrews from captivity. God told Moses

to make Aaron his spokesman.
Moses and Aaron became a team.
“And Aaron spake all the words which
the Lord had spoken unto Moses,
and did the signs in the sight of the
people” (vs. 30).
The first time Moses spoke to
Pharaoh, Aaron was with him:
“Moses and Aaron went in” (Exod.
5:1); “and they said” (vs. 3); “the king
of Egypt said unto them” (vs. 4). The
brothers were clearly working together here, supporting each other in the
fearful task of confronting the king of
Egypt.
When their confrontation resulted in
the Hebrews’ work being increased,
they were both objects of the people’s
anger (Exod. 5:20-21).
The next time Moses and Aaron
went to see Pharaoh, it was Aaron who
cast down his rod, and it became a
serpent (Exod. 7:10). Here Moses was
the bystander.
When God brought the first plague
upon the Egyptians, God told Moses
to tell Aaron to hold out his rod and
turn the water to blood (Exod. 7:19,
20). It was also Aaron who used his
rod to bring the plagues of frogs (8:6)
and lice (vs. 17). The next two
plagues, flies and the death of the
cattle, were brought on by God without the means of Aaron’s rod (8:24;
9:6). The following two plagues of
boils and hail were attributed to
Moses (9:10, 23), as were the plagues
of locusts and darkness (10:13, 22).
The final plague of the death of the
firstborn sons involved both brothers.
The Lord spoke to them both (12:1),
and the people prepared for the first
Passover according to God’s commands, given by the brothers.
The story of the escape from Egypt
is an excellent example of how family
members can work together to reach
a common goal. Aaron’s strengths
complemented Moses’ weaknesses.
When the Hebrews reached the
border of Canaan, they engaged in a

battle with the Amalekites. Aaron literally supported Moses’ weakness
when Aaron and Hur held up Moses’
arms so that the Israelites would prevail over the Amalekites (Exod. 17:813).
A rift came between Moses and
Aaron over the incident of the golden
calf (Exod. 32). When the people became anxious about Moses being
gone so long while talking to God,
Aaron let the people talk him into
making a golden idol to worship.
Moses confronted his brother and
asked him how he could have done
such a sinful thing (vs. 21). Aaron
blamed the people, and Moses was
angry with them.
Moses later went to the Lord and
asked God to forgive the people. God
“plagued the people” (Exod. 32:35)
but did not specifically punish Aaron.
Although Aaron led the people into sin,
he was still sanctified as the high priest
(chap. 40), and his sons were made
ministering priests.
In God’s plan for them, we see that
nothing can separate the two brothers
or cause them to forsake each other.
The brothers suffer a setback shortly
after the death of their sister Miriam
(Num. 20:1). God told Moses to speak
to the rock to get water for the people
at Meribah. Moses and Aaron gathered the people, but Moses struck the
rock twice with his rod, and water
gushed out. Moses was severely punished for not believing that God’s
word would be sufficient. Because he
struck the rock, Moses was not permitted to enter the promised land of
Canaan.
While it is clear that Aaron had nothing to do with Moses’ actions at
Meribah, God still held him accountable. Aaron, like Moses, was prohibited from entering the promised land
“because [he] rebelled against [God’s]
word at the water of Meribah” (Num.
20:24). Clearly, God intended for
Aaron to be his brother’s keeper. If
Aaron had stopped Moses from striking the rock, perhaps they both could
have continued living in Canaan. Instead, Aaron died at the top of Mount
Hor (vs. 27). Moses died in the land of
Moab (Deut. 34:5).
While we see that these brothers
were a team from the first time we read
about them together, another example, this time involving our Lord,
shows that vital family support might
develop much later.
When Jesus began His public minSPRING QUARTER 2016

istry, His biological family found it difficult to believe He is the Messiah. We
read in Matthew 13:54-58 that Jesus
would not do many miracles because
of the unbelief of the people. Jesus’
brothers are specifically listed in verse
55, presumably included with the unbelievers. In John 7, we are told that
Jesus’ brothers did not believe in Him
(vs. 5).
After Jesus’ resurrection, He appeared to His brother James, as is
recorded by Paul in I Corinthians 15:7.
There is no description of this encounter, but this was probably when
James became a believer.
Paul also wrote about James in the
book of Galatians, showing that
James was clearly a believer: “But
other of the apostles saw I none, save
James the Lord’s brother” (1:19). In
Galatians 2:9, Paul referred to James
as a “pillar” of the fellowship in
Jerusalem. References to James in
the book of Acts clearly show that
James is one of the leaders of the
Jerusalem church (12:17; 15:13;
21:18).
The epistle of James is generally
accredited to Jesus’ brother, although this is not specifically stated.
The letter, written to “the twelve
tribes which are scattered abroad”
(1:1), is a treatise on the expected
behavior of a true believer. As one
who resisted the truth of Jesus’
claims for years, James may have
been referring to himself in the letter’s closing verses: “Brethren, if any
of you do err from the truth, and one
convert him; let him know, that he
which converteth the sinner from the
error of his way shall save a soul
from death” (5:19-20).
James was saved by the Lord Himself, which resulted in the greatest
possible reconciliation between brothers. Once James’s soul was saved
from death, he was a staunch supporter of the faith.
The Jewish historian Josephus reported that enemies of the faith had
James put to death by stoning (Antiquities of the Jews 20.9.1). Eusebius, a fourth-century church historian, adds that James would not
renounce Christ when facing death,
but “spoke out before the whole multitude and confessed that our Saviour and Lord is the Son of God”
(ccel.org). James was a shining example of God’s plan for the family,
defending his brother and his Lord,
even to death.

Families today are to follow the examples of Noah, Abram, Aaron, and
James, all men who valued the bond
of brothers and families. As Christians,
our earthly family is there to give us
support through thick and thin. God
the Father and God the Son give us
spiritual support. Christ is the Brother
who is always there. “I will never leave
thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5). He
will always welcome us home. 夝

My Neighbor Is My Sister
(Continued from page 41)

“Thanks,” Ellie said in a quieter tone
to Madison.
“What are neighbors for?” Madison
smiled. “I mean, what are sisters for?”
“Hey, we’re all children of God,” Ellie
said.
Madison giggled with her. It felt different to share something with someone other than her best friend. Maybe
the step part really does not matter.
Ellie is already Keith’s daughter. Why
can’t she be Mom’s daughter too?
she decided.
They went to change, walking side
by side and smiling. Madison thought
about the dolls on her shelf and was
happy. 夝

The Crayfish
(Continued from page 42)

cy. The largest harvester of crayfish is
Norway, with the country of France
consuming the most.
God gave crayfish claws so that
they can catch food, but the claws are
also for protection. Be very careful
when picking up a crayfish, or you may
be pinched by one of its claws.
When Christians are not careful and
play around with temptation, they can
fall into sin and then expect to reap
painful consequences. James 4:7 tells
us to “submit [ourselves] therefore to
God. Resist the devil [and sin], and he
will flee from you.” 夝
(111) 47

Thinking About Easter
BY

OMEONE once gave me an
Easter lily in a pot. After it withered, I planted the bulb in the ground.
The following spring I again had a
lovely flower, and for every spring
thereafter as long as I lived in that
house. It even multiplied. For all I
know, it may still be coming to life
each spring.
I like to think that God may have
created the Easter lily and its other
bulbous cousins to remind us of the
reality of resurrection, and especially of the resurrection of our Lord and
Saviour.

S

EASTER AND CREATION—
What the World Sees
Because of the coming to life exploding around them after the winter
darkness and the seeming death of
nature, many people love and celebrate the coming of Easter, even if
they have no regard for its true
meaning. The children enjoy being
given a break from school and a basket of goodies. Eggs—themselves
an ancient symbol of life—get colorful new coats. Even new clothes are
considered to be an appropriate display for the day. Many people pay
their annual respects to the church—
or perhaps even to God—on Easter
Sunday.
All this, however, has little to do
with our Christian commemoration.
Many of these traditions date back
to the way our pagan ancestors celebrated the coming of spring, attributing it to the goddess of spring.
The very word “Easter” is derived
from her name.
I find it appropriate, however, to
think that God ordained this seasonal
timing of His Son’s resurrection with
the renewing of His natural world for a
reason. God intends us to learn some
things from His amazing work of creation (I Cor. 11:14; cf. Ps. 19:1; Rom.
1:20). After all, God’s primary message
to us is that He has sent His Son to die,
paying the penalty that our sinfulness
had earned, and that Christ lives again
in order that we might live forever (cf.
John 3:16).
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CHARLOTTE U. SYME

EASTER AND PASSOVER—
What the Jew Sees
It is also important to remember how
closely the events of the Passion Week
are associated with the Jewish celebration of Passover. To this day, the Jewish
people remember and celebrate their
history of how God spared the lives of
their ancestors. They were protected by
the blood of a slain lamb and then freed
to begin a new life as they journeyed to
a promised land. How clearly this pictures our freedom from sin and our
promised destiny with the Lord!
At Passover, the Jewish people seek
to impress their children with its rituals—
a practice most worthy of emulating.
Passover and Easter occur close together. It has been suggested that
they should be simultaneous.
EASTER AND THE EMPTY TOMB—
What the Christian Sees
After the darkness of Christ’s crucifixion, when the blood of the Lamb of God
was shed for our redemption, there was
the dawning of a new day. Our Lord
stepped out of His tomb, establishing for
all who will see and believe that death is
not the end. There is more to come.
By Christ’s resurrection, God
proved that Jesus did not deserve
death but that He had freely offered
His life for whoever would believe and
accept the truth. The penalty for sin
has been paid, and eternal life is given
to everyone who will believe and accept it (Rom. 10:9). There is a resurrection for His people.
MY STORY
I was only ten years old when I made
a commitment to accept God’s gift.
How little I understood then how great
and costly His commitment to me had
been. But with each passing year, the
message of Easter becomes increasingly more meaningful.
As I write these words, I am very
close to my ninety-fourth birthday. Although I am in reasonably good
health, it is, of course, possible that I
will not be here to see this article in
print. Should that be the case, I know
for certain that, although my body will

be under the ground, my life will not
have ended. I will be in the place where
life with Jesus goes on forever.
Meanwhile, I have the comfort of
knowing that my sins are forgiven (I John
1:9) and that I have a Friend and Advocate in heaven (2:1), One to whom I can
turn in every time of need (Phil. 4:19).
Moreover, I am assured that in
God’s time, this old body, like the Easter lily, will rise out of the dirt to bloom
forever in His kingdom.
There is more. Not only does the
event and message of Easter assure
me of resurrection and eternal life; it
also gives me the wonderful possibility of escaping death altogether (I Cor.
15:51-54; I Thess. 4:15-17). My hope
and dream is that He would come and
call me to eternal life in heaven while I
am still on this earth. That too is part
of the message of Easter.
The death and resurrection of the
Lord Jesus impacts my life, therefore,
on three levels:
1. My past—I know my sins have
been forgiven, and I will not come under God’s condemnation.
2. My present—I know I have a living Advocate in heaven to whom I can
turn with every problem, assured that
He hears and cares and will answer.
3. My future—I can also face death
unafraid because I know that when I
am “absent from the body” I will be
“present with the Lord” (II Cor. 5:8).
There are a couple of old hymns of
the faith that express these truths
beautifully. The first of these is Christian Gellert’s “Jesus Lives, and So
Shall I.” One of its verses reads:
Jesus lives, and so shall I:
Death, thy sting is gone forever!
He for me hath deigned to die,
Lives the bonds of death to sever.
He shall raise me from the dust:
Jesus is my hope and trust.
And I close with a verse from Philip
Bliss’s grand hymn:
When He comes, our glorious King,
All His ransomed home to bring,
Then anew this song we’ll sing:
HALLELUJAH! WHAT A
SAVIOUR! 夝

A Call to Honor Mothers
BY

HERE is one thing all of us have in
common. No matter our age,
what part of the world you and I come
from, or how rich or poor we are, we all
share this one thing—we all were born
to a mother. Each Mother’s Day presents an opportunity for you to honor
that special person who gave birth to
you. For some, it is to honor the one
who raised you and not necessarily
gave birth to you.
Even before it became an official
holiday, God called us to this very
thing. “Honour thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long
upon the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee” (Exod. 20:12). This is not
a suggestion, or something that we do
if we feel like it. It is not an obligation
to perform once a year, either. It is a
lifelong, daily, ageless mandate. Even
though my mother is eighty-nine years
old, I am still her child, albeit an adult
child, and must honor her. Children of
all ages who participate with God in
honoring their parents get to enjoy His
promises.
It is honor that motivated Anna
Jarvis to fulfill her mother’s dream of
establishing a day when children
could pay tribute to their mother. The
journey to a nationally (then internationally) recognized day was long,
but she moved forward, hurdling obstacles with steadfast determination.
Perhaps knowing her own mother’s
sacrifice and grief over the death of
nine out of thirteen children kept Anna
focused on her goal (other accounts
state that she bore eleven children
and seven died). Perhaps it was
watching her mother champion other
mothers by organizing lectures with
local doctors, advocating healthier
environments for children, and arranging special days to affirm and
bring relief to them during difficult
times. Anna Jarvis could relate to
these women because of the
tragedies she faced, including the
birth of one child and the burial of another the same day.
Although others before her had initiated support for a Mother’s Day, Anna
Jarvis is the one to whom the national
observance of the day is attributed. In
1907, two years after her mother died,
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Anna held a day of honor for her and
gave her mother’s favorite flower to all
present. Red and pink carnations were
worn to venerate living mothers, and
white was worn for those who had
passed away. Anna also encouraged
everyone to attend church and write a
note of thanks to their own mother
(Mapes, “Anna Jarvis: Mother of
Modern Mother’s Day,” May 2012:
www.biography.com).
In an ongoing effort to establish
Mother’s Day, Anna wrote hundreds
of letters, some to the president of
the United States. Finally, in 1914,
after six years of Jarvis’s promoting
the holiday, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the second Sunday
in May to be the official Mother’s
Day. Now, over a century later, more
than forty-six countries have a special day when they pay tribute to
mothers.
The holiday has gone from simple
recognition and a card of thanks to
spending an average of $153 on gifts.
It is the most popular day to eat out
and the second busiest day, after
Valentine’s Day, for florists (Handwerk,
“Mother’s Day’s Dark History.” National Geographic News, May 2012,
www.news.nationalgeographic.com/
news). Ironically, after achieving such
a great feat, Anna Jarvis spent the remainder of her life fighting the consumerism that she believed had
spoiled her original vision of the day.
How can we return to expressing
our gratitude in simple, meaningful
ways? One is for children to cook for
their mother. The Internet is full of easy
recipes including overnight dishes
that can be made ahead so that things
are not so rushed on Mother’s Day
morning.
If children do not cook, they could
have her favorite pizza delivered.
Some may want to create a DVD or
handbound book with family photos,
favorite songs, and Bible verses.
Maybe a voucher book with ten, fifteen, or thirty-minute increments redeemable for odd jobs around the
house will honor Mom. I still remember
arriving home to find our children had
transformed the living room into an
Italian village complete with music,
candles, menu, and food. They hon-

ored me in their own special way.
Today mothers are not always honored or affirmed, but no matter the tendency of the world in which we live,
God calls us to honor them.
In the Old Testament, we find that
Ruth lived in a time somewhat similar
to ours, yet she exemplified honor
and faithfulness. Judges 21:25 says,
“In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was
right in his own eyes.” People did not
honor God or one another. Add to this
context in which Ruth lived the fact
that she also was not one of the chosen people of Israel but a Moabite—
one of the most vile of all the people
groups in that day. In fact, the
Moabites were forbidden to be included in the Jewish nation “even to
their tenth generation” (Deut. 23:3).
They were excluded from fellowship
with the Israelites because their
wicked practices and idolatry were so
vile and cursed. Yet Ruth showed extraordinary honor toward her motherin-law, Naomi, after her own husband
had died. She even followed her
mother-in-law back to Israel. In spite
of the dark and evil day in which she
lived, in spite of the background and
the disadvantages surrounding her
life, Ruth was a beautiful example of
honor.
As stated earlier, our culture is not
too different from Ruth’s in some
ways. We tend to do what is right in
our own eyes. Sometimes the world
tries to wrongly convince us that children are an inconvenience and will
keep us from being fulfilled. I am saddened by this and grieve for my
friends who would love to nurture and
raise children but are unable to bear
them.
Despite the sad view some hold of
motherhood and children, the Scriptures reassure us that “children are an
heritage of the Lord” (Ps. 127:3). There
are few things that satisfy a mother’s
heart more than to hear the gratitude
and honor from the lips of her children.
So this Mother’s Day, we are reminded again to thank Mom in simple,
meaningful ways. Wherever you are,
whatever your age, honor your mother and “arise up, and call her blessed”
(Prov. 31:28). 夝
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No Excuses
BY

S my fortieth birthday approached, I was issued a challenge by my young and athletic
nephew to run an annual 10K race
held during the Fourth of July festivities in my hometown.
I was not a runner, but the race was
several months away; so I accepted
the challenge. The pages on my calendar, however, turned rather quickly
and the reality of my decision had begun to set in. Armed with an array of
excuses, I called my nephew, certain
he would understand that I simply
could not run that far.
My nephew, a very disciplined athlete, was not sympathetic to my
“plight” and firmly responded, “No excuses, Aunt Chris!”
So I bought some good running
shoes and began to train. It was a slow
and steady process with many sore
muscles along the way.
When race day arrived, I took my
place at the starting line with many
others. It was a huge group of people
of varying ages, sizes, and levels of fitness.
I admit that I ran toward the back of
the crowd, but the spectators along
the streets encouraged us all with their
cheers of “Way to go!” and “You can
do it!”
Some runners were fast and strong.
Some were slow but steady. Occasionally, I would see a runner looking
back to see how far ahead of others he
was .
Support braces were worn by a few
participants, indicating they had been
injured at some point. How courageous I thought they were to still run
the course.
We all had to watch for signs along
the way indicating which streets to
take that would lead to the finish line.
Likewise, we had to be alert for potholes and loose gravel along the street
that could hinder our race and even be
dangerous.
All in all, my first race was a great experience and has led to my running for
six-plus years. I have completed nu-
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merous races of varying distances including one full marathon!
Through running, I have met some
wonderful people, enjoy better health,
and have had many memorable experiences. I praise God for the health He
has given me to run.
I have also come to see some
unique parallels between running and
the Christian walk. The Apostle Paul,
in fact, compares the two in some of
his writings in the Bible.
For starters, just as my nephew’s
“no excuses” comment caused me ultimately to join the race, God draws
sinners to Jesus Christ and gives them
the desire to join the family of God (cf.
Jer. 31:3; John 6:44).
Training for a footrace takes a strong
commitment and steady determination, but by adhering to your program,
great results will come. Just as I gave
excuses to my nephew to negate my
race commitment, people at times
make excuses to put off a commitment to Christ.
Sanctification is the believer’s training whereby God matures him through
various means. Through this lifelong
process, much fruit can be produced.
As a runner, I love picking out new
running shoes and race day outfits. I
can assure you that I would not ever
show up at a race without my special
clothing and running shoes.
Just as I must intentionally put on
the running apparel that will help me
run victoriously, I must also be purposeful in putting on the spiritual
clothing God has for me (Isa. 61:10;
Eph. 6:11-17).
Did you know that, as believers, we
have cheering spectators (Heb. 12:1)
who may be yelling “Way to go!” or
“You can do it!” as they watch us say
no to sin and yes to obeying the Lord?
Sad to say, another similarity between running participants and fellow
believers is the competitiveness and
comparing that goes on. In a footrace,
it is only natural to size others up and
to compete as hard as possible to get
ahead of them. After all, there is a

medal or trophy at stake! But believers
are to look forward to the prize of our
heavenly reward (Phil. 3:14). They are
not to look back to see if they are
“ahead” of others in the church (cf.
Rom. 12:3-13).
The sports braces worn by a few
runners the day of my race reminded
me that we all carry injuries to some
degree or another. Some of those injuries are just more visible than others.
In His grace and unfailing love, God
offers His children an ongoing supply
of courage and support not only to enter into the race but also to complete
it well. Believers face many “potholes”
and “loose gravel” along the course in
the form of broken relationships, loneliness, deaths of loved ones, and financial woes.
Also, just as in a physical race, there
will be times we become exhausted,
cannot see the finish line, and conclude that we may as well give up. Do
not! When obstacles do appear on our
course, we will know how to successfully navigate around them by staying
close to the Lord through Bible study
and prayer.
In conclusion, if you are looking for
a new hobby, running may be for you.
It is fun, challenging, and fairly inexpensive. Most important, it is healthy
for you.
I always like to have a running partner. As a Christian, I always do. Jesus
Christ is my Partner for life (cf. Heb.
13:5). Jesus always goes my pace,
does not get upset with me when I am
slow, and listens attentively to what
may be on my mind that day. He also
does not mind being there very early
when I run in the snow or when I run
on a rather boring treadmill as late as
ten o’clock after I have had a full day.
If you decide to take up running, I
hope you too have Jesus as your Partner. After all, hobbies, work, and life itself are empty without the Saviour.
If you hear His bidding to “join the
race,” accept His invitation, for there
really are no excuses to do otherwise. 夝

Ministering Through Discipling Others
BY

O ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen” (Matt. 28:19-20). This is
what Jesus tells us to do. But what
does discipleship really mean, and
what purpose does it really serve for
others?
Are there true blessings to be had
when ministering and discipling others? Absolutely! There are for both
parties involved.
When my husband and I came to
know the Lord, we were very blessed
with some exceptional mentors who
brought us closer to the Lord. They
helped guide us and made it easier for
us to stay the course of our Christian
walk. They often invited us into their
home for Bible study and gave us the
opportunity to ask the questions we
had regarding the changes that were
happening not only to each of us as individuals but also to us as a couple
and a family.
Romans 12:2 tells us that there will
be a renewing of the mind for the
Christian. John 3:3-8 explains that no
one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born again. Renewing of the
mind means changes in our belief patterns, prayer lives, and worship practices. Our thought process becomes
more Christlike. We look at problematic situations with a new perspective,
and we can address those problems
and tragedies that consistently seem
to arise in everyday life.
Our faith develops into a trust. We
then take comfort in the knowledge
and promises of His Word.
Looking back now at our time with
our spiritual mentors, we are grateful
for the blessing they were in our lives.
They took us from infancy to Christian
maturity, equipping us with enough
biblical knowledge so that we could
enjoy the full flavor of the meat of
God’s Word (cf. I Cor. 3:2).
But what about those believers who
are not discipled? How many times
have we seen an empty soul make his
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way to the altar and accept Christ,
never to be seen or heard from again?
He might show up for service a few
times, maybe even become active in
the church, but then just disappear. He
probably did not receive guidance, encouragement, or the feeling of Christian inclusion with his brothers and sisters in Christ. Instead, he met with
adversity outside the church and was
easily enticed by the world.
Many churches used to offer discipleship classes. Although not as common today, some still do. Such classes still should be encouraged, and
should commence soon after the newly saved person comes to Christ.
Jesus immediately began teaching
His own disciples to be fishers of men
(Mark 1:17). And the end result was
that these twelve men became assets
to the church (cf. Matt. 16:18).
It must be understood that discipleship does not make a believer perfect
or even insusceptible to the devil’s attacks. On the contrary, I found that the
closer and more intimate my relationship with the Lord became, the more
arrows of attack Satan shot at me
(Eph. 6:16).
But going through the discipleship
process taught me how to keep my
feelings and emotions reined in during
adverse situations. My strength in the
Lord now gives me the ability to hand
over those types of circumstances to
God to contend with. In return, God
blesses me with joy and the peace of
mind that I am not alone. If God is with
me (and you), then who could possibly
be against us (Rom. 8:31)?
Ministering to and discipling others
are more than just teaching biblical terminology and giving understanding to
certain Scriptures. A huge portion of
discipleship is leading by example.
Everybody looks at your character and
whether it portrays the Christlike definition. A spiritual mentor must ask himself
the following introspective questions:
1. Do I possess the level of faith required to completely trust in the Lord
for all things?
2. Do I seek the path of righteousness in every action and decision
made?

3. Am I an example of unconditional love, even for those who have
wounded my heart?
4. Do I stand steadfast in the Word,
or do I sway in the winds of convenience and controversy?
What do people (Christian and nonChristian alike) see when they look at
you? Do they see a personality and a
faith so strong in the truth that they
pray to obtain what you have? Or do
they see the very opposite?
Yes, we disciple in many ways.
Some tactics are verbal, and some are
silent. One is just as important as the
other.
If you feel the Lord moving you into
a teaching position or speaking to you
regarding the discipleship of others,
then please speak with your pastor,
deacons, or elders. Suggest that a discipleship class be offered in your
church.
You may even consider the thought
of starting your own private ministry by
offering your love, knowledge, encouragement, and even hospitality to
someone who needs that extra support. Open your heart, and let the Lord
lead.
It was through the personal ministry
and the moral strength of two dear
Christians that my husband and I were
able to stand against the sinful enticements of worldly temptations and
gratifications.
When you disciple a newborn believer, you are not only blessing him by
teaching, you are also receiving a
blessing by carrying out the instruction of God’s Word. Remember that
“all scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness” (II Tim. 3:16).
But be careful. As a teacher of the
Word of God, you will also be held accountable for what is taught (cf. Jas.
3:1). It is your responsibility to ensure
that all instruction is based on sound
biblical doctrine.
As steadfast and mature Christians,
my husband and I now advocate for
the discipling of all new believers. After all, that is what Jesus told us to
do. 夝
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“We Come This Far by Faith”—
Growing to Know My Saviour
BY

RAISE the Lord! I say this often in
constancy and faith in God, who
gets all the glory for His redeeming
work of salvation through His Son, Jesus Christ, in this poor sinner’s life. I
am saved by grace through faith (Eph.
2:8-9).
I was a young child when I gave my
life to Jesus at the altar at an evening
service. I remember that I cried in my
mother’s lap after my decision to receive Jesus as my Saviour. My heart
was overwhelmed. I knew that I had an
encounter with Jesus. Oh, the wonder
of knowing Jesus and having the presence of His Holy Spirit! I loved going to
church and especially attending Sunday school. My class used Bible picture cards, which helped me learn
Scriptures and stories of the Bible.
I also sang in a children’s choir called
the “Sunshine Band.” At the start of
every Sunday service, adult and children choristers, two-by-two, sang the
familiar African-American hymn chorus
“We Come This Far by Faith”: “We
come this far by faith, leaning on the
Lord / trusting in His Holy Word / He’s
never failed us yet. / Oh, can’t turn
around, we’ve come this far by faith”
(Goodson, www.hymnary.org).
Those words of faith, which helped
me trust in the Lord and know that He
would never fail me or leave me (Heb.
13:5), have been a profound reality and
promise from the Lord all these years.
Although it was a small beginning,
attending church as a child and later
as a youth was influential in my learning how to live for Christ and how He
placed me in His kingdom’s service. A
dear and beloved pastor, Pastor Earl
Lawson; a spiritual mother, Mother
Fannie Lyles; and my own parents,
Deacon John and Sister Bernice Birdsong, sheltered and mentored me and
were examples of the Christian life. I
had opportunities within my local
church to use gifts of singing and
sharing God’s Word.
Without a doubt, my faith journey
with Christ has seen many victories.
Many times, the Lord has brought me
through difficult circumstances,
turned evil into good, made a way of
provision when none appeared possi-
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ble, and opened doors of unexpected
opportunities and blessings. I am
learning how to trust in the One who
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life” (John 14:6). He is Jesus Christ.
His promise that the Holy Spirit would
“guide you into all truth” (16:13) is real.
A critical lesson in my Christian walk
is learning to follow the Lord’s leading
in every situation and to obey His Word.
My life of faith is continually being developed. Even in the most terrifying
times of my life, when I questioned
God’s sovereignty or did not understand His plans for me, He always
worked out things for my good, for His
purposes, and for His pleasure (cf. Jer.
29:11-13; Rom. 8:28; Phil. 2:13).
To help me mature in my faith, God,
through His Spirit, has given me many
Scriptures along the way to anchor me
in good and bad times of my life. One
verse comes to mind from Philippians:
“Being confident of this very thing,

Verinda Birdsong

that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (1:6). I am glad to say that
the Lord has not left me to myself. He
is doing the work in me through His
Spirit as I submit to His perfect will. I
am being conformed to the image of
Jesus, His Son.
My journey with Christ has not been
without periods of wandering from the
fold of the Lord. Drawn away by worldly pursuits of success and carnality and
because I neglected to study God’s
Word, I found myself on paths that were
not drawing me nearer to Him but further from His narrow way. Like the
prodigal son, I wanted to do my own
thing and experience life. I learned that
without Christ’s power, there are no real
joys in living and no eternal rewards.
More than mere knowledge of God,
I needed a surrendered spirit and will.
These wanderings were sad times in
my walk with the Lord, but I learned
what it truly means to serve the Lord
Jesus. It means dying to and denying
self, counting the cost of discipleship,
and wanting heaven more than what
this life on earth has to offer. The merciful God recovered many of those
lost years. I now know I can experience the joy of His salvation and His
peace that He freely gives only when
I obey Him (cf. John 14:15).
The love of God experienced in His
chastening hand during those times
and after brought me back to my holy
calling in Christ Jesus. I finally gave up
the allurements of worldly success. I am
so thankful that “whom the Lord loveth
he chasteneth” (Heb. 12:6; cf. Prov.
3:12; Rev. 3:19). How necessary chastening was to get my focus back on the
Lord, His Word, the necessity of prayer,
and fellowship with healthy people!
I can say with heartfelt gratitude and
praise that the Lord has been good to
me. I have had many prayers, even
small ones, answered by the loving
and attentive Father. My greatest joy is
serving Him and endeavoring to be a
bold witness for Christ. I have had the
opportunity to witness of my faith in
Jesus Christ and His finished work on
the Cross in the streets, prisons, shel(Continued on page 57)

Missions-Minded Families:
How an Interest in Missions
Can Bless and Benefit Your Family
BY

HUSBAND and wife heard of an
opportunity to sponsor a needy
child and ended up sponsoring two
dozen.
A family kept up with a mission organization that prints Bible lessons,
and their two young boys raised eight
hundred dollars to buy a huge ream of
paper that will print thousands of lessons.
Another family decided that, instead
of just the adults or just the teens going on a missions trip, they would go
together as a whole family, even the
children.
The Bible says, “Mine eye affecteth
mine heart” (Lam. 3:51). What we pay
attention to and what we are interested in become what we care about and
affect our actions and choices. Caring
about missions as a family can change
everyone in the family for good, bringing each one closer to one another and
closer to God.

KIMBERLY RAE
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WHY SHOULD FAMILIES CARE
ABOUT MISSIONS?
We should care about missions because God cares. God is “not willing that
any should perish, but that all should
come to repentance” (II Pet. 3:9). God
wants the lost to be saved; but “how
shall they believe in him of whom they
have not heard?” (Rom. 10:14). Missions
is at the heart of God and therefore
should be at the heart of every believer.
HOW CAN FAMILIES
INTENTIONALLY CARE ABOUT
MISSIONS FROM THE HOME?
There are four ways people can be
involved in missions from home.
1. Learning about missions. With the
Internet, there are many missions
boards, families, and ministries to discover. There are creative and interesting ways to learn about what God is
doing around the world.
2. Praying for missionaries. Keeping
a regular prayer list (especially one
with photos or prayer cards) is a great
way to be involved in missions work.
That is perhaps the most important
SPRING QUARTER 2016

Daniel Thigpen with his family’s mission jar

way to be involved at home.
3. Connecting with missionaries. Sign
up for missionaries’ newsletters and
read them aloud at supper, go to missions conferences and meet missionaries, or have them stay in your homes.
4. Giving to missions. You can sponsor a child, support a missionary, or
participate in projects such as sending
tracts into closed countries or helping
the persecuted church.
HOW CAN FAMILIES GET
INVOLVED IN MISSIONS ON THE
FIELD?
1. Serve locally. Find out what God
is doing in your area and join in!
2. Serve internationally. Going on a
missions trip is a life-changing event,
and who better to go with than your
entire family! You can learn and grow
and serve together.
Nine-year-old Daniel Thigpen’s family has been involved in missions even
before he was born. Although he does
not remember the trips taken when he
was a toddler, he does help each year
making shoe boxes for Operation
Christmas Child’s outreach to kids
around the world. His family prays for

missionaries, supports missionaries,
and sometimes reads stories at suppertime about what God is doing
around the world.
The Thigpens also have a jar in
which they save money to give to special missions projects. Their project
last year was for Source of Light International. They were able to save up
enough to pay for the paper for over
sixty thousand copies of the Gospel of
John to be printed.
“It’s good for us to be involved in
missions,” young Daniel said, “because if we weren’t involved, there
might not be enough resources and
things that they need for missions. So
we play a very important role in missions by supporting the resources.”
He also said, “It’s good for us to be
involved in missions because we are
Christians, and being involved in missions is sort of a Christian’s work; so
it’s important for our family to do it.
“It’s important to pray,” he added,
“because God is the One who makes
everything happen; so if you pray to
Him, He’s the one who could change
it and make things turn out so that the
missionaries succeed.”
Being involved is a great way for
families to bond together around
something very important. Here is a
list from Daniel’s parents on how individual families benefit from involvement in missions:
1. They learn how blessed they are
and not to take those blessings for
granted.
2. They see God at work in obvious,
life-changing ways.
3. They learn that living for God may
involve sacrifice and discomfort
but that it is worth it.
4. They get to exercise putting others before themselves.
5. They will learn to pray effectively
for missionaries and God’s work
around the world.
6. They have the joy of being generous to people they do not know.
7. They discover what a big difference
(Continued on page 61)
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The Saviour’s Thirst
BY

HILE hanging on the cross,
Jesus spoke seven times. He
asked His Father to forgive those who
were involved in His crucifixion (Luke
23:34). He assured salvation for one
of the thieves who was executed with
Him (vs. 43). He told John to care for
His mother (John 19:26-27). He quoted Scripture (Matt. 27:46; cf. Ps.
22:1). He expressed a very human
need (John 19:28). He announced the
completion of His work of redemption
(vs. 30). He commended His spirit to
God (Luke 23:46). Five of Jesus’ utterances seem fraught with deep spiritual meaning. Two of His utterances—arranging care for His mother
and being thirsty—seem to address
rather temporal and far less significant issues.
In our study, we will consider one of
the passages that seems to be less
significant. Jesus said, “I thirst” (John
19:28). He said this toward the end of
His time on the cross. He was undoubtedly physically exhausted from
the excruciating torture He had been
through and from hanging on the cross
for several hours. Jesus’ statement
seems fairly straightforward. Having
had nothing to drink, He was thirsty.
The statement’s simplicity might
cause us to think it is of little importance. Is it possible there was more to
what Jesus was saying when He said,
“I thirst”?
First of all, in saying He was thirsty,
Jesus was expressing His humanity.
One of the major tenets of Christian
theology is that Jesus of Nazareth is
the Son of God—fully human and fully divine. We will never, on this side of
heaven, understand how that is possible! We must remember that human
inability to understand does not limit
God’s ability to do! God’s ways are not
our ways (Isa. 55:8-9). Throughout
church history, the issue of Jesus’
concurrent humanity and divinity has
been a touchstone for controversy
and heresy.
The New Testament is very clear. Jesus of Nazareth is the Son of God. He
walked the earth in human flesh.
“Without controversy great is the mys-
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tery of godliness: God was manifest in
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of
angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up
into glory” (I Tim. 3:16). In that verse,
Paul clearly stated that the issue of
God coming in flesh was beyond controversy. It is a mystery, but it is fact! It
is beyond dispute!
Jesus’ thirst was ironic. As the
Agent of Creation (John 1:1-3), Jesus
had created every drop of water on
earth. Hanging on the cross, He became thirsty. No water was offered to
Him. His humanity—a dying man
wanting a drink of water—was on full
display. One last expression of humanity remained. His physical body
would fail. His heart would stop beating. His lungs would no longer provide
Him with oxygen. The Son of God in
human flesh would die.
Following His resurrection, Jesus
appeared again, but His body was not
the same. Jesus told Thomas to touch
His body and feel the wounds inflicted
on it in the crucifixion (John 20:27).
However, He could appear in a room
without using a door (vs. 19)! Jesus
was fully human and fully divine.
There are other dimensions to Jesus’ statement expressing His thirst.
These are not always mentioned or
perhaps understood. We must fully
comprehend what really happened to
Jesus while He was on the cross. All
Christians understand the physical
death of Jesus. The gruesome nature
of His crucifixion cannot be ignored or
minimized. There was, however, another aspect to the events of the
cross.
While Jesus was on the cross, He
was separated from the Father, for sin
was poured out on Him. When Jesus
was on the cross, He became sin itself.
“For he [God] hath made him [Jesus]
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that
we might be made the righteousness
of God in him” (II Cor. 5:21).
Jesus did not become a sinner; that
would have denied His sinless nature.
Jesus became sin. God hates sin.
Christ was made sin itself by God. The
sins of all were transferred to Him and

placed to His account. God’s justice
treated Jesus not only as if He had
been a sinner but also as if He were a
mass of sin. Being made sin is far
worse than being a sinner.
Thus, God turned away from His
Son. Separation from God is the
essence of hell. Jesus, in that moment
in time, suffered this separation.
The shortest statement that Jesus
made from the cross has been considered to be the climax of the struggle which He had endured during the
many hours of silence and darkness
that came before He said it. It preceded His deliverance from that
struggle.
We can make a connection between “I thirst” and the phrase that
came before: “Jesus knowing that all
things were now accomplished.” It
was after His work was accomplished that He thought about Himself. God had appointed Jesus to
suffer. Scripture was being fulfilled
for the salvation of our souls, and in
how He would suffer. When He accomplished that, He then was aware
of a need He had.
His statement also fulfilled prophecy to the letter. Apparently, Jesus
asked for something to quench his
thirst in order to fulfill Psalm 69:21.
This psalm of lamentation, written by
David, seems to have been fulfilled
literally in Jesus: “They gave me also
gall for my meat; and in my thirst they
gave me vinegar to drink.” It has
been said that Jesus was so determined to fulfill Scripture and accomplish all that had been prophesied
about Him that He sought drink to
give Himself the strength to give His
final statement “It is finished” (John
19:30).
“I thirst” was a declaration of Jesus’
humanity. It was also an indication of
Jesus’ greater suffering on our behalf.
It was the climax of what He had suffered as He was about to be liberated
by His death and resurrection. The
One who was thirsty on the cross is
the One who gives “living water”
(John 4:10) to all who come to
Him. 夝

How Are You Feeling
This Morning, Paul?
BY

PATRICIA OVIATT

N imaginary interview with the
Apostle Paul in a Roman prison.
Interviewer: Good morning, Paul.
How do you feel this morning?
Paul: Well, it’s no fun! Living in this
cave under the city of Rome is what
they call “prison.” It’s damp, dark, and
infested with rats. Because of the
chains, I can’t get a decent night’s
sleep. What do you want to know?
Interviewer: Are you praying every
day?
Paul: Praying? Of course, I’m praying—mostly that I will get out of this
prison. Believe me, it was a mistake on
my part to come to Rome. I wouldn’t
recommend it to anyone, especially
not a Christian.
Interviewer: Have you experienced
any pain?
Paul: Pain? Are you kidding? You
know about the sores on my back from
the beatings and my head injuries from
the stonings. I sure could use something for all the pain I have.
Interviewer: Have you experienced
joy?
Paul: Joy? Did you say “joy”? Well,
sure I’m glad when they send down
some stale bread or anything to eat. But
the days are so long. When my friend
Timothy comes, he’ll bring my scrolls.
At least then I’ll have something to take
my mind off this terrible pain and the bitter cold. I need a winter cloak if I’m going to be stuck here any longer.
Interviewer: What do you do all day,
Paul?
Paul: Well, mostly I complain, though
it doesn’t do any good. You’d think
those Christians in Philippi would send
things to help me or at least money so
that I could bribe the guards. They
ought to be grateful after all I’ve suffered for them.
TO THE READER: Of course, the
above interview does not reflect how
Paul really felt. We can read the
Apostle Paul’s real testimony to the
Philippian believers in his letter to
them and us. Count the number of
times Paul used the words “joy” and
“rejoice” in this letter!
The epistle to the Philippians has
been called “The Epistle of Joy.” The
apostle used one of his favorite expres-
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sions while he endured two years in the
Roman prison. He assured his friends
that God was able to turn darkness to
light, pain to comfort, and misery to joy.
Physical pain can rob us of our joy but
Paul, and countless others through the
ages, testify to us that God’s Holy Spirit
gives an extra measure of joy to those
who look to Him for help in life’s darkest
hours. The apostle had every reason to
be a chronic complainer. He not only endured the pain and unjust treatment; he
also rejoiced for the privilege of suffering
for the Lord Jesus Christ.
In preparation for writing this article
on Christian joy, I sent e-mails to a
number of friends, of a variety of ages,
asking this question: “How would you
define the word ‘joy’?” It was amazing
that within a few days, almost everyone sent a reply. The following are
some of their surprising replies:
“Joy is impossible to accurately define, but I always know when I experience it. It’s a [complete] trust in God,
no matter the circumstances. It shows
up as peace, having the assurance
that God was/is there. I am conscious
of His presence.”
“Nehemiah gives me an excellent definition of joy. God loves celebrations. He
told His people to go and enjoy choice
food, sweet drinks, and to send some to
those who had nothing prepared. Then
God added these wonderful words:
‘Neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the
Lord is your strength’” (Neh. 8:10).
“Joy is being able to have grace in
the face of adversity.” (This reply came
from a young woman who is still enduring pain from injuries she received
in New York City on 9/11.)
“Joy and happiness are not interchangeable. Happiness is dependent
on some outside experience. We are
happy ‘because.’ Joy comes ‘in spite
of.’”
“I like to define happiness as sweet
little commas: lists of things that make
me feel good (warm spring breezes,
talking with friends, playing with my
children, enjoying beautiful music).
Joy, on the other hand, is an exclamation point! Joy gives satisfaction to the
soul, often surprising us, regardless of
our circumstances. Happiness is hori-

zontal, depending on things or people.
Joy is vertical, from God’s Spirit to His
beloved people.”
“After my husband’s open heart surgery, the doctors told me that during
surgery, he suffered a stroke. He was
paralyzed and not expected to live. As
I prayed in that ICU, suddenly I saw my
husband’s finger move, as if he were
greeting me. Although the medical
team said it was impossible, my sweet
husband was returned to me. We were
able to enjoy several more years together. I cannot measure the amount of
joy I received the day his finger moved.”
Here is a reply from my daughter,
whose middle name is Joy: “The rush of
joy we occasionally experience is one of
the works of God’s Holy Spirit. Joy, to me,
is the unshakable hope that this world is
not all there is. The overwhelming visions
of beauty we see now and then are only
samples or glimpses of what is coming
when we are with our Lord Jesus forever.
God allows us moments that say, ‘This is
what heaven is going to be like!’”
The Apostle Paul prayed that the
Philippian believers would experience
joy. He did pray that his hardship would
end in deliverance, but meanwhile he
learned to be content in whatever his
present state was (Phil. 4:11). Paul did
not merely suggest that it might be a
good idea for believers to rejoice. He
commanded, in firm language, that it
was their duty to be joyful (3:1).
Joy is not merely an earthly experience. The angels in heaven rejoice over
one sinner who repents (Luke 15:7).
An amazing word picture of God’s
joy is recorded in Zephaniah’s prophecy. “He [God] will rejoice over thee with
joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy
over thee with singing” (3:17). Can it
be that God sings with joy over me because He loves me?
God the Father promised His Son a
reward for the suffering He would endure at the cross. “Who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down
at the right hand of the throne of God”
(Heb. 12:2). God’s Son had everything,
but He wanted something else—He
wanted you and me to be with Him forever; so He endured pain and shame,
paying the price for our redemption.
We are His joy!
We must not forget that joy is listed
in Galatians 5:22 as a fruit of the Holy
Spirit. Paul was eager for his friends to
study that course. Let us also leave
our complaints behind and be seasoned with the joy of the Lord. 夝
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Come Away and Rest:
Options for a Christian Vacation
BY

FRANK PASS

HE Gospel of Mark records Jesus’
sending out His apostles in pairs
for ministry in the region of Galilee, in
order that they might preach repentance, cast out demons, and heal the
sick (6:7, 12, 13). Concerning their return, Mark wrote this: “And the apostles gathered themselves together
unto Jesus, and told him all things,
both what they had done, and what
they had taught. And he said unto
them, Come ye yourselves apart into a
desert place, and rest a while: for there
were many coming and going, and
they had no leisure so much as to eat.
And they departed into a desert place
by ship privately” (vss. 30-32).
The apostles’ mission was evidently full and fruitful but also physically
draining, and they needed rest from its
rigors. Rest is a gift from God. He designed each day to include a time of
rest for man. He also established a
weekly day of rest from the very beginning of creation, setting the example by resting Himself. “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all
the host of them. And on the seventh
day God ended his work which he had
made; and he rested on the seventh
day from all his work which he had
made. And God blessed the seventh
day, and sanctified it: because that in
it he had rested from all his work which
God created and made” (Gen. 2:1-3).
Like the apostles, we also need occasional, extended times of rest from
the normal rigors of life, whatever our
vocation. And like the apostles, we often travel to another place to enjoy
such a vacation. The remainder of this
article will explore several options for
a Christian vacation that will refresh
both body and soul.
Visit a creation museum. In contrast
to typical natural history museums, a
creation museum looks at the beginning and development of the world
from a biblical perspective. There are a
number of these scattered around the
United States, with locations in California, Florida, Kentucky, Montana, New
York, North Carolina, Ohio, South
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, and Washington. For links to Web sites for these
locations, go to wikipedia.org/wiki/
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Creationist㛭museum. The newest and
most well-known is the Creation Museum in Petersburg, Kentucky, which
opened in 2007. It features exhibit halls
on Creation, dinosaurs, worldwide
flood geology, and Noah’s ark. For
more information about the Petersburg
Creation Museum, see the Web site at
creationmuseum.org.
Visit a noteworthy part of creation.
One of the great things about God’s creation is that we are in it all the time. We
can see God’s power in creation, no
matter where we live. But a vacation affords us the opportunity to see and experience a different part of God’s vast
and amazing creation that we do not
normally get to see. In the United States
alone are such sites as the giant redwood forests in California, Mount Saint
Helens in Washington, the Grand
Canyon in Arizona, and Yellowstone
and Grand Teton National Parks in
Wyoming. Each of these locations has
unique features that proclaim the glory
of God and make them worth a visit.
In 1999, our family took a trip for just
such a purpose. I had just finished my
Master of Divinity degree at a seminary
in southern California. My wife was
homeschooling our four children, and
they had just finished up their studies
for the year as well. So the trip was
both a break and a celebration.
Before we left, we carefully plotted
out the route we would take. We want-

ed to see as many nature sites as we
could while also visiting with friends
along the way. In between those visits,
we would stay in hotels that had very
reasonable rates.
Our first stop was the Grand Canyon
in Arizona. The sheer vastness of the
canyon makes it unlike any other place
in the United States, and we were reminded of the Great Flood (Gen. 6—9)
that God used to create it. We went
further and visited two families in Colorado, one in Pueblo and the other in
Superior. We enjoyed good fellowship
with both as well as the beauty of the
areas in which they lived.
From Colorado, we headed up to
Wyoming and stayed with the parents
of a friend whose husband was a seminary classmate. We saw the splendor
of the Grand Teton Mountains from our
van and visited Yellowstone National
Park with its hot springs and geysers.
We even saw Old Faithful “spout off”
right on schedule! We continued up to
Bozeman, Montana, and visited with a
good friend of mine who had graduated a year earlier and was pastoring a
church there. We had an excellent
view of the mountains from the deck of
his home. The peaks of the mountains
still had snow on them. We even
watched a documentary on the construction of the Hoover Dam while we
were there. We would see the Hoover
Dam later on our trip.
We were now at the top of our “loop”
and ready to begin our return journey
home. We worked our way down
through Idaho to Salt Lake City, Utah.
We visited the Mormon Temple and
got an opportunity to talk with some
young people about biblical Christian-

ity. We continued to the Hoover Dam
in Boulder City, Nevada, marveling at
the ability God had given to man to
construct such a project. We also
looked at the beautiful waters of the
Colorado River and Lake Mead.
From Boulder City, we made our way
back home. In a little over two weeks,
we had visited seven states, four national parks and recreation areas, four
families, and an incredible amount of
beauty in God’s creation along the way.
We were truly refreshed!
Take a Bible land tour. Another great
option for a Christian vacation is to visit a place in which events of the Bible
took place. We have an abundance of
excellent resources, such as Bible atlases, DVDs, and other works that help
us understand the land of the Bible. But
there is nothing like actually taking a trip
and seeing the places themselves to
get a very vivid picture of a stage of
Scripture. Such places include the land
of Israel, the cities of Paul’s missionary
journeys in modern-day Turkey and
Greece, and the isle of Patmos, where
the Apostle John was exiled and where
he wrote the book of Revelation.
I have made three Bible land trips in
my life. In 1997, while I was still in seminary, I visited the land of Israel for the
first time. It was a three-week study
trip that was offered by our seminary
at the end of each academic year. Our
guide was a man who lived in-country
and was very fluent in Hebrew. He took
us to places that other tour groups did
not see. We toured the whole country
by bus over the course of three weeks,
and all of our accommodations were
included and made for us in advance.
At each site we visited, we opened our
Bibles and read about that particular
place. That experience gave me a
mental picture of Bible places that I
have retained to this day.
In 2005, my family and I lived in
Novosibirsk, Russia. I was teaching at
a new seminary there. My visa was
about to expire, so I traveled to the
Russian embassy in Istanbul to get it renewed. I stayed with a missionary
friend who was living there with his family. His wife put me in touch with a local
travel agency that put together a tour
for me to see the sites of three of the
seven churches of Revelation—Ephesus, Smyrna, and Pergamum. Again,
all of my accommodations were set up
in advance, and a bus picked me up at
the hotel where I was staying each
night. It was the off-season (NovemSPRING QUARTER 2016

ber); and ours was a small group, but
our guide was excellent. Each city had
well-preserved ruins that had been
carefully uncovered and reconstructed.
In 2007, I took my oldest daughter
on the same study trip to Israel that I
had gone on in 1997. She thoroughly
enjoyed it; and it was just as enjoyable
for me the second time, perhaps more
so. It has been said that the hardest
thing about visiting Israel is seeing it
for the first time because there is so
much to see and absorb.
Visit a missionary. A third option for a
Christian vacation is to visit a missionary in the place where he serves. Such
a trip can have several benefits. It can
encourage the missionary to have
someone from his home country visit
him and also bring him items that he
may not be able to get where he is. Actually going there can better inform the
visitor about the missionary’s ministry
and the culture in which it takes place.
It can provide an opportunity to worship with believers of “like precious
faith” (II Pet. 1:1) in another part of the
world. And all of this can help the visitor know better how to pray for the missionary and his ministry.
In 1994, I visited a missionary in
Skopje, Macedonia. It was the first time
that I traveled overseas. I was part of a
short-term team from our church, and
we visited a missionary whom our
church supported. He was a friend
whom I would later visit in Turkey. He
was primarily seeking to evangelize
Muslims in that area. Our team came to
teach English as a second language
and make contacts that the missionary
could follow up on. Outside of our
classes, we had opportunities to spend
time with the families of our students
and the friends whom the missionary
had already made, to share the gospel
with them, and to get to know them and
their culture better. We also enjoyed the
different sites, smells, sounds, and
food that visiting any new place affords.
The trip took about ten days.
Enjoy a “staycation.” Sometimes the
best way to enjoy a break is to simply
take time off from one’s normal work
and stay home. The time can be used
to catch up on reading, enjoying more
leisurely visits with friends, taking on a
special project, making day trips to local points of interest, or getting more
physical exercise. In addition to being a
very economical option, it also avoids
the weariness of travel on a long trip
and the necessary “catching up” that is

required after being away from home
for an extended period of time.
From the beginning, God gave man
the gift of rest. He designed a part of
each day for rest, and He also made
one day in seven a day of rest. His chosen people, Israel, were given special
feasts that served both to provide rest
and to celebrate what God had done
for them throughout their history.
Occasional, extended periods of rest
serve to refresh and enable us to face
the rigors of life with renewed energy.
Because of the ease of modern travel,
Christians today have many options for
such vacations. We have explored just
a few of these in this article.
Some research and planning beforehand can make a big difference in
the quality of a vacation. The Internet
makes it easier than ever to find out information and develop a plan before
you leave. It is as easy as using a
search engine to type in “tours of Israel” or “creationist museums.” Enjoy
a time of rest this year, and reflect on
the power and goodness of God. 夝

“We Come This Far by Faith”—
Growing to Know My Saviour
(Continued from page 52)

ters, workplaces, nursing homes, hospitals, and even in the church.
One of the sweetest blessings still at
work in my life is the gift of song. Certainly, my last name “Birdsong” seems
apropos! The Holy Spirit often gives me
what I call “a song of faith.” I love and
long to praise God more. This is what I
shall do when I get to heaven—praise
and express my love for King Jesus,
who died for me. Yes, I will be a member of the real heavenly choir!
In this present season of my life,
God is stirring me to be steadfast in
studying His Word and doing His kingdom work. I am sharing with children
the same lessons I learned in Sunday
school. It is amazing that this walk of
faith, with its twists and turns, was ordered by the Lord. What a mighty God
we serve! His ways and thoughts are
not like ours (Isa. 55:8). He is near. His
return is imminent. I long to hear Him
say, “Well done” (Matt. 25:23). By faith,
I am still leaning on the Lord. 夝
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Just Once: God’s Omnipotence
BY

OMETIMES sermons are fun to
preach. I once preached a message with the title “Just Once.” It revolved around a series of questions
such as “How many times did Jesus
have to say, ‘Let there be light’ before
there was light?” Obviously, the answer is “Just once.” I ask you, how
many times did He have to say, “Lazarus, come forth” before Lazarus came
forth out of the tomb?
The answers to questions such as
these reveal the omnipotence of God
and also the nature, or limits, if you
will, of that omnipotence. You might
ask, how can the omnipotence, the allpowerfulness, of God be limited? Omnipotence means that God is able to
do whatever He wills, as limited by His
nature. Think about that. God does not
will to sin or to lie. He does not will to
contravene the laws of mathematics.
He also does not will to make robots
out of men, having created them to be
in themselves freewill beings. He
seeks to persuade us to make the right
decisions but not to usurp our power
to make them.
So with men, God has to speak
more than once. He sent prophet after
prophet to the Israelites, but still they
chose to turn to idols. We have to voluntarily yield to God’s will.
Some attributes of God, such as holiness, are also to be part of our character. “Be ye holy; for I am holy,” He
says, as quoted by Peter (I Pet. 1:16).
We choose to pursue holiness. That is
not so with power. It is not communicable. We will never be all-powerful as
He is.
We sometimes think of power as a
destructive force. An atomic bomb
can wreck whole cities. God has such
power and controls all the forces of
nature, having created them in the first
place. But there is also the power to
engineer and build, to design and fabricate intricate and interconnected de-
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vices of matter and energy, chemicals
and forces, and mind and spirit. We
cannot comprehend all that God is
able to do.
We are, as Isaac Newton once said,
children playing in the sand on the
shore of a vast ocean of knowledge as
yet undiscovered. That is not an exact
quote, but you get the drift. Newton
discovered the mathematical study
called calculus, but God created it and
everything in the physical universe out
of nothing. Science bears this out. Energy forms the subatomic particles
that form matter. That is, of course, a
simplification because God’s creation
is much more complicated. We are just
discovering what God has done (cf.
Prov. 25:2).
God is omnipotent in controlling life.
He created a body for the Lord Jesus.
Mary wondered how such a thing
could be (Luke 1:34). The answer was
that all things are possible with God
(vs. 37). Furthermore, the Child was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, but nothing violated Mary’s free will or anyone
else’s. It also occurred at exactly the
right time and place.
Truly the Lord is the “Almighty God”
(Gen. 17:1). This term that God ascribes to Himself should not be
passed over lightly; rather, it should be
taken literally and believed implicitly.
He can do what He promises to do. He
never promises something He cannot
fulfill completely and exactly.
It is against God’s nature to lie. He
always speaks the truth. His Word is
truth. So John 14:12 is true. “He that
believeth on me, the works that I do
shall he do also; and greater works
than these shall he do.” How can this
be? The fulfillment of this promise
bears some careful consideration. In
God’s own way and in God’s own timing, it will be done. We need to caution
ourselves not to water it down or explain it away. I think that this verse will

be totally and literally fulfilled in the
millennial kingdom of Jesus Christ.
The knowledge of God’s omnipotence should give us confidence as we
serve Him. It should dispel fear that
God will lead us into a situation in
which He cannot help us. Be assured
that God is not limited. He can work
providentially to engineer answers so
that they look so natural that unbelievers can deny His involvement. We
know that only God could have
brought about those answers. Acts
18:15-17 illustrates this. Instead of
judging Paul, Gallio, in effect, legalized
Paul’s ministry.
Nowhere is God’s power on display
as in Revelation. The believers’ song in
Revelation 4:11 ascribes power to the
Lord. It seems to be a paean of submission to the Lord whereby they give
in to God’s power over them. They recognize, as we should also, that God is
our Creator and has the right to tell us
what to do, how to do it, and when to
do it. We do not use God, but He uses
us for His glory. Revelation 5:12 says
the same thing. The angels also will
take up the anthem of praise (7:11-12).
How many times does the Lord have
to convict us of sin before we give it up?
Hopefully, just once. How about the call
for service? Have we given the Lord
power over our hearts? As we study His
Word and obey it, we do just that.
If you could appropriate God’s
almighty power, what would you ask
for? Would it be what is in Revelation
20:6—deliverance from the second
death? Would it be for some personal
gain? I suggest that we seek God’s
power to be holy in our lives and useful for service.
He gives power to His servants,
such as the two witnesses in Revelation 11:3, to complete their mission.
He can give us the power to preach,
teach, visit, counsel, and witness (Acts
1:8). 夝

Always Welcome Them
BY

HE opportunity to teach a children’s Bible lesson can happen in
many ways, in and out of the classroom. Knowing this, I try to always be
prepared.
How? I do this primarily through
prayer. As a children’s Sunday school
teacher, I have developed the habit of
looking for teachable moments with
children wherever I go. I have also
specifically asked for these in my
prayers, and God has answered.
One time, at a local department
store, I gave not only a five-year-old
boy a Bible lesson but his father too.
That happened because I asked one
particular question “Do you know the
song ‘Jesus Loves Me’?”
The little boy did not know the song;
however, his father admitted to having
learned it in Sunday school while
growing up. He had forgotten the
words. I gladly gave them a refresher
chorus, and we departed with my
inviting them to Sunday school at my
church.
Why did I choose this particular
song? It is the theme song for the Sunday school class I teach with Ida Allen,
a Sunday school teacher for more than
thirty-three years. I have learned from
Mrs. Allen that the primary and most
effective rule for teaching children is to
always welcome them.
One specific way we always welcome our Sunday school students is by
asking them to join in with singing our
theme song “Jesus Loves Me.” In following this principle of welcoming the
students, I know that I am also following Jesus’ example of welcoming the
children to come to Him (Matt. 19:14).
Additionally, I write a message of
welcome for the students on the
chalkboard in the classroom, which includes the date and the title of the lesson for that Sunday. Incorporated with
these titles are usually topics that the
children can easily relate to and are
eager to discuss.
We often use the topic “faith!” I recall one Sunday morning when I had
only one student in the class—and her
name was “Faith!” The time seemed
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to drag by slower than ever, but we
did an interesting activity that day together. Using the main character’s
name of the lesson and then the book
of the Bible from where the lesson
was taken, we tried to make as many
words as we could from those words.
As seven-year-old Faith was the
only student present that Sunday, I
asked her to write her name on the
chalkboard to see how many words
she could make from it.
I then asked her to write my last
name, “Fleming.” We giggled at the
fact that her first name and my last
name, began with the letter F.
This can also be considered a faithin-action teaching tool. Had I not suggested writing our names on the
chalkboard, we may never have noticed how similar they are or the fact
that we were able to list ten words using the letters in our names. From this
exercise, I believe that God taught us
a lesson about faith and love.
Hebrews 11:1 states, “Faith is the
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” We hoped
that we could find ten words each in
our names, and we did. Therefore,
having faith is important in teaching a
children’s Bible lesson too, just as
prayer is.
A lesson on faith is definitely good
to teach for the children and me. Acting in faith, I have often purchased
snacks according to the number of
students I expected to be in the class.
One Sunday, however, I was quite surprised. I had purchased a package of
ten individual fruit snacks, but eleven
students showed up for the class.
I was surprised once again when the
class was over and I gave out the
snacks. I discovered that the package
contained a misprint. There were more
than ten fruit snacks enclosed! This incident adds to the Bible lesson topic
of “faith,” for it also shows God’s faithfulness.
Additionally, God’s faithfulness applies not just to one particular time but
all times of the year and all seasons of
the year. The hymn “Great Is Thy Faith-

fulness” (Chisolm), based on Lamentations 3:22-23, is a wonderful reminder of this. I recall how God provided me with the patience I needed in
explaining to my then five-year-old
granddaughter Bryanna that we had to
wait until spring to plant the gladiolis
bulbs that I had ordered.
“But they're my favorites!” she
protested, looking at the catalog pictures of blooming gladiolis, “and
they’re so pretty!”
Thankfully, I did not have to wait until spring for patience with Bryanna!
Yet my patience is multiplied when
teaching my Sunday school students,
and so is my faith. Still, prayer comes
first, spearheading the tools of faith
and patience.
Another particular lesson that children easily relate to is the Ten Commandments (Exod. 20:2-17). They under stand right away the first
commandment, “Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.” Examples I
usually include when I teach this lesson are toys, video games, TV, and
even friends. For teaching this lesson,
I use a Bible puzzle of the Ten Commandments. I used this puzzle during
the time I taught a Sunday school
class with my friend Lillian Odom, from
Terre Haute, Indiana, with whom I am
still in touch.
While teaching a children’s Vacation
Bible School class one summer, I sent
Mrs. Odom a list with the names and
ages of the students and asked her to
pray for them. Specifically, I asked her
to pray that these children would become my Sunday school students.
The result was that two of the nine children on the prayer list have become
students in my class, which includes
ages four to seven.
And the key thing, of course, as initially mentioned, is to always welcome
the children. Welcome them to the
Sunday school class, and primarily
welcome them to Jesus, who said,
“Suffer little children, and forbid them
not, to come unto me: for of such is the
kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 19:14). 夝
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Christian Education
Learning from Jesus as a Teacher
BY

ESUS, the Son of God, came to
earth not only to give eternal life
(John 14:6) but to be a role model as
well. His lifestyle as recorded in the
Gospels set a pattern for people
around the world to follow for living the
best and most rewarding kind of life
based on truth and good values.
God’s Word tells us that Jesus was
someone to imitate. We should walk
as He walked (I John 1:7), follow in His
steps (I Pet. 2:21), and seek to have an
attitude like His (I Cor. 2:16; Phil. 2:5).
Jesus’ perfect standards are beyond reach of human attainment in the
present life, but they set a goal for
people to move toward. Jesus expressed this idea, saying, “Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt.
5:48).
To encourage His disciples to grow
in humility, Jesus washed their feet.
According to the culture of His day, He
mimicked a household servant whose
job included washing the feet of
guests to a home. The Lord then said,
“I have given you an example, that ye
should do as I have done to you” (John
13:15).
Jesus’ personal example was an important part of His effectiveness as a
teacher. “In the highest and most sublime sense Christ’s whole life was an
object-lesson” (Rixon, How Jesus
Taught, Sydney Missionary and Bible
College).
Jesus taught His listeners to pray
(Matt. 6:5-13) and made Himself an
object lesson by praying often Himself. He set an example by praying in
the morning and evening (Mark 1:35;
Luke 6:12) and during the most important occasions of His life. On two occasions He personally cleansed the
temple—His Father’s house, intended
for prayer (Matt. 21:12-13; John 2:1415).
Christ not only set an example for
living the Christian life in general, but
He also was specifically a role model
for teaching, which was a major part of
His ministry.
All who teach God’s Word, whether
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in Sunday school classrooms or other
settings, can greatly enrich their ministries by utilizing some of the many
teaching methods based on what the
Gospel writers recorded from Christ’s
life.
QUALIFICATIONS
The fact that Christ possessed certain basic qualifications to teach implies that His followers need to prepare themselves as well. Nicodemus,
a Jewish leader, was willing to be Jesus’ pupil because Jesus obviously
had the knowledge and ability to teach
what Nicodemus needed in his life
(John 3:2).
Although all human teachers are imperfect, they have the potential to rise
to a high spiritual level (cf. Job 1:1). By
seeking to know God better (John
17:5; II Tim. 2:15), a human teacher
can minister more effectively.
We who know Christ as Lord and
Saviour can learn from Him as we
study how He dealt with people and
taught them. With practice and diligence, we can incorporate to some
extent His techniques into our own
ministries and grow in godliness in the
process (cf. I Tim. 4:12).
As we move toward maturity in
Christ (II Pet. 3:18), we can become
more skillful as teachers through appropriating His ways (cf. Heb. 5:1114).
The need for us to have basic
schooling in order to teach is suggested by the fact that Christ obviously
had some training before His public
ministry. He knew and quoted the Old
Testament (Matt. 5:21, 27; John 7:15).
He had been taught to read and write
(Luke 4:16-22; John 8:6).
Having a profound knowledge of
God’s Word, He was able to ask Jewish religious leaders, “Have ye not
read?” (Matt. 12:3).
Jesus lived the truth He taught to
the extent that an unsaved Roman
centurion testified, “Truly this was the
Son of God” (Matt. 27:54). Christian
teachers need to make sure their lives
back up their teaching—that their walk

and talk are in harmony.
Jesus taught with authority (Matt.
7:29; John 13:13). Christian teachers
must be in charge and be respected as
they share God’s unchanging Word.
They can teach with authority, being
confident under the leading of the indwelling Holy Spirit that their lesson is
based on God’s truth (John 16:13).
Jesus had specific aims and goals
in His teaching. He began with conversion (John 3:3). He taught His disciples to love God (Mark 12:30) and
others (John 13:34) and how to be free
(8:36).
One of Christ’s obvious goals was to
gather and train a small group of disciples to carry on His work after His
death (Matt. 4:19). The book of Acts
confirms that Christ’s disciples accomplished the mission for which they
were trained.
“They were so well prepared that
they and their successors have won
the largest number of followers of any
group of religious teachers on earth”
(Price, Jesus the Teacher, Convention
Press).
Jesus sought to do His Father’s will
and work (John 4:34) and released
people from Satan’s power (Luke
13:16). He fulfilled the law (Matt. 5:17).
Having accomplished the goal of providing people’s salvation on the cross,
He was able to say, “It is finished”
(John 19:30).
Christian teachers need to set goals
and work on reaching them. Some
goals will relate to presenting the lesson. Other goals will relate to creating
lessons that will bring about spiritual
changes in people’s lives.
A goal for all Christians, including
teachers, is stated in Mark 16:15: “Go
ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature.”
By example, Jesus demonstrated in
the course of three years how it is possible to work with and train a group of
raw recruits from a variety of secular
occupations until they are capable of
becoming powerful witnesses for the
Lord.
The Apostle Paul in Ephesians 4:11-

16 summarized the kind of spiritual
growth that Jesus accomplished in the
lives of eleven men who sat under His
teaching.
TEACHING METHODS OF JESUS
Jesus made use of many teaching
methods, spontaneously choosing the
best ones depending on the setting
and whom He was teaching.
Most often, according to Price, Jesus “went from the known to the unknown, from the concrete to the abstract. . . . This means that his teaching
was more inductive than deductive.”
Some adult teachers use the lecture
method almost exclusively. Perhaps it
is the only method of presenting lesson
material that they know or feel comfortable with. In contrast, Jesus was extraordinarily flexible in how He taught.
Of the twenty-five or thirty extended
discourses by Jesus recorded in the
Gospels, about half may be called lectures, or extended formal discourses
to instruct (Delnay, Teach As He
Taught, Moody). The Sermon on the
Mount (Matt. 5—7) is probably the
best known of Jesus’ lectures, or discourses.
“Some teachers flatly forbid questions during their lectures. Others accept questions grudgingly and give
curt answers. To them any question is
a threat and becomes an act of hostility, so they fight back, and they rarely
forget. Still other teachers accept
questions because they provide them
a chance to show their knowledge and
wit—or a chance to humiliate any student so dumb as to ask a question”
(Delnay).
A study of Jesus’ lectures shows
that they had the qualities of unity and
organization. Sometimes Jesus included illustrations and parables. In
Matthew 5 He challenged His followers to adopt the lifestyle He set forth.
In lecturing, Jesus allowed interruptions and gave good responses to
questions without showing impatience. He encouraged listeners to be
involved in the lesson.
He often used a conversational approach to arouse interest when He approached the prospective pupil. In a
dialogue with a woman of Samaria, He
said in His initial contact, “Give me to
drink” (John 4:7). He sometimes
aroused attention by performing a miracle (cf. Luke 6:17-19) or using a visual aid, such as a child (Matt. 18:2) or a
fig tree (21:19), as an object lesson.
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In contrast to the religious leaders of
His day who usually taught in schools
or synagogues, Jesus taught wherever an opportunity presented itself. The
setting might be inside the temple at
Jerusalem, on a mountainside, by a
seaside, along a road, by a well, in a
home or synagogue, or simply “all
Galilee” (Matt. 4:23).
Jesus made frequent use of questions in teaching, with over a hundred
recorded in the Gospels (Horne, Jesus—The Master Teacher, Kregel). Jesus’ questions took many forms. Some
questions were rhetorical (Mark 3:23).
Others were designed to stimulate interest (Matt. 16:13). At times Jesus silenced His enemies by asking unanswerable questions (Mark 11:29-33).
Jesus taught by repetition, relating
again hard-to-understand lessons
when His disciples were unreceptive.
One example was their refusal to accept His revelation of His cross (Matt.
16:21-22; Mark 9:32). Jesus repeated
His statement a second time (Matt.
17:22-23) and even a third time (20:1819). Evidently the disciples never did
understand or accept this lesson before Jesus was crucified (Mark 14:50).
Jesus continued to patiently teach
despite His listeners’ lack of comprehension at times. One might think the
disciples would have realized that Jesus had supernatural power in a storm
when just previously He had multiplied
a few loaves in order to feed a multitude. Such was not the case, however (cf. Mark 6:41-42, 50-52).
Sometimes Jesus assigned projects
to facilitate and reinforce learning
(Luke 10:1, 17). At another time He
commanded discouraged disciples to
cast their nets into the Sea of Tiberias
to catch fish (John 21:6).
It is worth observing that Jesus was
respectful and forgiving when He encountered people who had disobeyed
God. This was true when His adversaries placed before Him a woman
caught in the act of adultery. Jesus
said to her, “Go, and sin no more”
(John 8:11). Jesus forgave sin but did
not condone it.
Instead of condemning a woman
who had had five husbands (John
4:18), Jesus continued to minister to
her. After He presented Himself to her
as the Messiah, she testified to others
in her village about Him (vss. 28-29).
Jesus cared about the families of
those He taught. For example, He ministered to Peter’s mother-in-law (Luke
4:38-39).

Jesus helped those He taught to feel
important and have a sense of purpose. For example, when preaching
the Sermon on the Mount, He called
His listeners “salt” and “light” (Matt.
5:13-16).
He did not proclaim to everyone the
sins of those who heard Him. For example, when the other disciples did
not understand what He meant, He
said to Judas the traitor, “That thou
doest, do quickly” (John 13:27). On
another occasion He told a parable
about a good shepherd to show tax
collectors and sinners who listened to
Him that He cared about them (Luke
15:1-7).
Jesus was perceptive. He answered
questions that His pupils were too embarrassed to ask (John 16:17-19). He
did not force an answer when He knew
pupils were ashamed to give a response (Mark 9:32-33). Jesus used
discretion and taught on the level of
pupils (cf. John 16:12). He set an example for all teachers to imitate. 夝

Missions-Minded Families: How an
Interest in Missions Can Bless and
Benefit Your Family
(Continued from page 53)

a little involvement can make.
8. They get to practice giving their day,
week, or month to the Lord—a wonderful preparation for the future.
9. They experience the need for God
to provide.
10. They gain a personal understanding of the worldwide church and
enjoy the connection to their brothers and sisters in other cultures.
An interest in missions might develop into a love of missions, and God will
use that love for His kingdom’s good
and your family’s good as well.
“It’s really not fair if . . . we are the only
ones who are getting the message,”
nine-year-old Daniel concluded, “because God has given His salvation to
everybody, not only His own people; so
it’s good for us to spread the gospel so
that there will be more people going to
heaven and doing what’s right.”
Is your family a missions-minded
family? If not, today is a good day to
become one! 夝
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The Pastor’s Study

The Model Pastor
BY

T seems that seminaries find it much
easier to teach biblical languages,
Bible exposition, and theology courses to prospective pastors than to give
instruction on the skill of shepherding
people.
When I was in seminary many years
ago, we often were treated to lecture
series led by prominent pastors. For
the most part, these men led large,
multifaceted ministries. They focused
mostly on leadership skills and contemporary trends in pastoral ministry.
These emphases were certainly helpful and essential.
One skill that was seldom mentioned, however, was the simple, basic
skill of pastoring people, walking with
them through the joys and heartaches
of life and providing timely spiritual direction.
The Lord’s people need pastors.
Sheep need shepherds who deeply
care about them and who are able to
say the right word at the right time in
the right way. As Solomon put it, “A
word fitly spoken is like apples of gold
in pictures of silver” (Prov. 25:11).
Scripture contains many “shepherd
models,” but there is one that excels
them all—the Lord Jesus Christ! He is
the model Shepherd, whom presentday pastors should strive to emulate.
He indicated that people without a
shepherd are in harm’s way (cf. Matt.
9:36).
If you are a pastor by vocation, a
pastor in training, or you are in a
church seeking a pastor, consider the
characteristics of the model pastor revealed in John 10:1-18.
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First, a model pastor becomes a
pastor in an appropriate way. According to John 10:1-3, a true shepherd will enter the sheep pen in the
proper way. He enters through the
proper gate and leads his sheep out
to pasture. Jesus came for His sheep
in the proper way. He fulfilled special
prophecies and was heralded by
John the Baptist.
A false shepherd will seek to enter
the sheep pen and gather a flock in an
improper way. Paul taught that the
Holy Spirit leads pastors to their flocks
(Acts 20:28), and He will do this in
proper ways. In my fellowship of
churches, the Holy Spirit confirms His
choice of a pastor through a congregational vote.
There are some would-be pastors
who attempt to climb up in other ways.
For example, some will covertly seek
to get the current pastor fired or voted
out, in order to become the pastor of
the church. Unless the current pastor
is guilty of gross misconduct or heretical teaching, forcing him out of his position in order to take his job is unbiblical. A church congregation must
never accept a new pastor who has
sought the position in this way. The
Lord does not want a pastor to stoop
to such underhanded misuse of power. As Zechariah 4:6 declares, “Not by
might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
saith the Lord of hosts.” A model pastor is led by the Spirit to shepherd a
church.
Second, a model pastor seeks, as
much as possible, to have a personal
relationship with every person in his

flock. In John 10:3, Jesus said that the
true shepherd knows each of his
sheep by name. His sheep know him
well, and he knows them well. Jesus
compared His knowledge of the sheep
to the kind of knowledge His Father
has of Him and to the kind of knowledge that He has of His Father (vss.
14, 15).
Of course, Jesus knows His sheep
because He is omniscient. Finite pastors must get to know their sheep by
diligent personal effort. They must
look for every opportunity to connect
on a personal level with each member
of their flock.
I have always regarded joys and
crises as divine opportunities for me
to get to know my sheep and their
families. Paul’s exhortation of “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
weep with them that weep” (Rom.
12:15) implies personal contact. A
pastor who makes the effort to congratulate a couple celebrating a milestone event will most likely also have
the opportunity to learn things about
them that he never knew before—
things that will personalize his relationship with them.
A pastor who frequently visits his
sheep in the hospital will get to know
them, along with various members of
their family who happen (through divine providence) to be visiting when he
is there.
Such intimacy building will enable
a pastor to say words that will be like
“apples of gold in pictures of silver”
(Prov. 25:11). The ability to give timely spiritual direction is not so much a

skill as it is a fruit of knowing people
well and knowing what their needs
are.
Third, a model pastor diligently provides nourishment for the sheep of his
pasture. Sadly, many pastors these
days are serving their flock what can
best be described as “cotton candy.”
It is fun to eat, but it contains no real
nutrients. “Cotton candy” preaching is
lacking the careful explanation of biblical passages. It also avoids the careful, accurate application of biblical
passages.
If people cannot see that the
preacher’s message is truly rooted in a
biblical text, then his preaching will
lack the spiritual depth that only
comes with a strong sense of divine
authority. A congregation might get
temporarily “pumped up,” but they will
not get permanently “built up” in their
spiritual lives (cf. Acts 20:32).
It is possible to preach the Word in
such a superficial way that what God
is actually saying is completely missed
or grossly distorted. To the extent that
a preacher misinterprets the Word or
misapplies the Word, he fails to preach
God’s Word. The good shepherd of
John 10 truly feeds his sheep, for
verse 9 states that the sheep “find
pasture,” meaning good doctrine and
words of true faith.
Every pastor who desires to follow
the model pastor of John 10 must provide pasture for his sheep. Pastors
must continually ask, “Are my sheep
finding pasture in my preaching and
teaching?”
Fourth, a model pastor willingly
makes sacrifices for the good of his
sheep. In this brief portion of Scripture, Jesus announced five times that
He was going to lay down His life for
His sheep! It is obvious that He was
emphasizing His vicarious death for
the sheep.
A Palestinian shepherd of Jesus’
day would fight to the death to protect his sheep from danger, but only if
that could not be avoided. For a
shepherd to die for his sheep would
be plan B. It was not plan A. Jesus,
however, deliberately died for the
sheep. To die on the cross was always His plan A.
When a Palestinian shepherd gave
his life for his sheep, it was a disaster.
But when Jesus gave His life for His
sheep, it was a great victory.
We also need to note that when a
Palestinian shepherd gave his life for
his sheep, it was because his life was
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taken from him against his will. Jesus,
on the contrary, gave His life voluntarily. No one took it from Him! He freely
gave it! What was the motive for such
a selfless and painful act? It was His
perfect love and impeccable goodness.
With unfathomable passion, Jesus
longs to do His sheep perfect good,
and He is no respecter of sheep. What
He longs for one, He longs for all. He
longs to pour out His goodness on you
in the same measure as He longed to
pour out His goodness on John, His
beloved apostle.
The flawless goodness of Jesus’
heart is a soft pillow to lay our heads
on during hard times. Even though we
may be “perplexed,” we need never be
in “despair” (II Cor. 4:8), for we have
the Good Shepherd, who controls all
the circumstances of our lives. The
perfect goodness of Jesus warrants
the complete trust of each of His
sheep in all circumstances.
Ira Sankey was the song leader for
D. L. Moody, the world famous evangelist of the past. At the close of one
of their meetings in England, Moody
asked Sankey to come and sing
something. Sankey immediately remembered a poem that he had
clipped from a magazine and placed
in his pocket earlier that day. He set it
on his little portable organ and began
to sing, making up the tune as he
went along. That hymn, “The Ninety
and Nine,” became an immediate favorite. One verse says “But none of
the ransomed ever knew / How deep
were the waters crossed; / Nor how
dark was the night that the Lord
passed through / Ere He found His
sheep that was lost.”
The ransomed sheep of the Lord’s
pasture can safely trust in the Good
Shepherd simply because He laid
down His life for their sins. As shepherds serving under the Good Shepherd, it behooves us to model Him by
laying down our lives in sacrificial
service to the sheep the Lord has entrusted to our care.
Since pastors must be willing to
make the ultimate sacrifice for their
sheep, that would logically also compel them to make many smaller sacrifices, which their sheep may need
from them at various times. For example, if a pastor should risk his life to
rescue one of his parishioners from
committing suicide in a moment of
despair, should he not also be willing
to do something inconvenient to meet

a lesser need in someone’s life?
For instance, if the Lord requires His
pastors to be willing to spend a few
dollars to help someone in need, then
would He not also desire that they be
willing to spend a dime or a quarter, if
that were the need? The point is that
laying down our lives usually will not
mean actually giving our lives, although it might. Most of the time, it will
only require a lesser sacrifice on our
part—spending nickels, dimes, and
quarters.
In a sense, every time that you
deny yourself for your flock, you are
laying down your life for them. According to Luke 9:23-24, to deny
yourself is tantamount to losing your
life. Losing your life (laying down
your life) is tantamount to finding or
saving your life.
Years ago a church that I served as
pastor had a youth pastor who had
reached out to a particular young
man who might have been considered an outcast or a nuisance by
some. The teen loved to come to
youth group activities, but he had no
means of getting to them. Often the
youth pastor had to drop everything
and go pick him up. That also required seeing that he got home. He
dreaded those phone calls requesting rides at the last minute because
they meant personal inconvenience
for him. The youth pastor regularly
laid down his life by denying himself
(making sacrifices) for this overlooked teen, even though it made his
ministry very difficult at times. He was
following the Model Pastor, who laid
down His life for His sheep.
As pastors in the mold of the Model Shepherd, we need to learn to joyfully make the sacrifices that our
sheep need from us. It behooves pastors, therefore, to guard their hearts,
to keep them tender and compassionate toward their sheep. Making
sacrifices for others flows out of a
good heart.
So according to this comparison of
Jesus to a good shepherd, a model
pastor will pursue a pastorate only in
appropriate ways. He will also seek to
get to know each sheep in his flock.
He will spare no effort to provide his
flock with rich pasture. And last but
not least, he will be a good shepherd—one who lays down his life for
his sheep by making timely sacrifices
for them, for he seeks to do what is
right through the power of the Holy
Spirit. 夝
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Mother and Her Bible
BY

MABEL GLENN HALDEMAN

In the twilight of the ev’ning, when the
fam’ly care is rife,
Mother lays aside her duties, just to
read the Word of Life;
How it strengthens and sustains her
for another busy hour,
For she finds its balm sufficient and its
voice a mighty pow’r.

Mother! How we love the mem’ry of
the days when we were small,
Kneeling by her side we heard her softly praying for us all.
It was then that God in Heaven with
His finger touched her there,
And His arm has been our safety through
each stormy day and fair.

Eventide of life is bless’ed to our mother, worn and old,
For she feasts upon the treasures of
the riches yet untold.
Jesus Christ is her Belov’ed, Comfort,
Guide, and Friend supreme;
He, the Author of her Bible, holds her
highest, best esteem.

Precious Mother, with her treasure
trav’ling on the upward way,
Soon shall reach, in joyous triumph,
end of night and break of day.
May we all be true to Jesus, from our
youth till silver gray
Crowns our heads, or till with glory it
by grace shall glow for aye! 夝

