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April 19, 2015—Read I John 5:1. Truth received in the
heart recognizes Christ as born of God, meaning that
Christ is fully God in His essential nature and relation-
ships. The child of God becomes a channel of blessing to
other believers in the Christian ministry and walk. Love,
then, is power in the soul of each believer. 

April 26, 2015—Read II John 1:8. Rewards will be won
for faithful service along the pilgrim pathway. The “full re-
ward” means that in his daily walk with the Lord, the be-
liever honors Him in thought, word, and deed. To live for
self spells defeat; to live for Christ means victory.

May 3, 2015—Read III John 1:8. Someone walking with
the Lord is alert to the needs of others. It may be that an-
other believer does not understand the doctrine of justifi-
cation. A mature believer may spend some time with the
child of God to explain. “Justification” is an act of God,
declaring us righteous apart from any works (cf. Eph. 2:8-
9; Isa. 64:6). “Help” can also mean encouragement. There
are always many needs in a congregation.

May 10, 2015—Read I Corinthians 12:7. Gifts of the
Holy Spirit are given to Christians by the Sovereign Lord
to honor God and to edify believers. No one should dare
minister without the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. “To
profit withal” in the text means to be motivated to delight
in the Word and will of God, as well as to serve by en-
couraging fellow believers.

May 17, 2015—Read I Corinthians 12:27. Every believ-
er has a place in the body of Christ, the church. The
thought puts emphasis on individuality in the words
“members in particular.” God’s care and love is for every
child of His—even those who are yet to be saved (cf. John
10:16). The unity of the church may be blighted when peo-
ple form cliques and ignore other brothers (cf. Jas. 2:1-4).

May 24, 2015—Read Acts 2:4. To be filled with the Spir-
it means to be controlled by the Spirit. Ephesians 5:18 ad-
monishes believers to be filled with the Spirit so that min-
istry might be effective in honoring God every step of the
way. The apostles were able to communicate the Word
that the nations of the earth could receive the message of
salvation, the free pardon of forgiveness (cf. Acts 4:12).

May 31, 2015—Read I Corinthians 13:13. Love is the
greatest gift of all, described as “a more excellent way” in
12:31. There are four kinds of love: eros, or passionate
love (not used in the New Testament); sturgis, or natural
love such as what parents feel for their children; phileo, or
platonic love; and agapē love. Agapē love is meant in John
3:16. It is unconditional and sacrificial. �

March 1, 2015—Read John 1:29. Christ is anticipated
in the Old Testament and announced in the New Testa-
ment. John the Baptist identified Christ as the Lamb of
God. Christ came into the world to rescue man from the
curse of sin (Gal. 4:4-5). Christ is the only way to the Fa-
ther’s family. 

March 8, 2015—Read John 14:26. The Holy Spirit is our
Comforter, Guide, and Teacher. “The Comforter” refers to
the One called alongside to help us please God in all
things. This present time can be referred to as the age of
the Holy Spirit or the church age. Jesus told His disci-
ples—and us—we would not be left without His comfort
(vs. 18).

March 15, 2015—Read John 16:13. A teacher is one
who helps another person learn. The Holy Spirit helps us
understand the Word of God. A ministry cannot be effec-
tive apart from the Holy Spirit working in the soul. Zechari-
ah said, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,
saith the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 4:6).

March 22, 2015—Read John 20:22. The Holy Spirit is
a gift of the Father, coequal to the Lord Jesus, and given
to His people. He takes up residence in a believer’s heart.
What a wonderful truth it is that the Holy Spirit comes to
live in the believer at the moment of salvation! “And hope
maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto
us” (Rom. 5:5). 

March 29, 2015—Read Mark 11:9. Christ’s triumphant
entrance into Jerusalem set in motion events of Holy
Week, ending with Christ’s dying at Calvary. At Calvary,
Jesus paid a debt for us that He did not owe for us who
owed a debt we could not pay. The word “Hosanna”
means “Save now!” Christ died for us as the Almighty
Conqueror, as the Victor of the ages, so that we might live
in the Father’s house for all eternity. 

April 5, 2015—Read I Corinthians 15:22. Salvation
comes on the basis of Christ’s resurrection from the
sealed sepulchre. He “was delivered for our offences, and
was raised again for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). “Justi-
fication” is the act of God in declaring us righteous. We
stand before God in the righteous robe of Christ (Phil. 3:9).

April 12, 2015—Read 1 John 3:11. As children in the
family of God (Eph. 3:15), we are to reach out to fellow be-
lievers with the love God has put in our hearts. A Roman
emperor sent an aide to look in on believers in worship.
The aide returned and reported, “Behold! How they love
one another!” Can we do less in our day?

Minute Meditations

The Spirit Comes
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Dead Yet Alive
BY DAVID A. HAMBURG

PRIDE goes before a fall” is an old
expression based on Proverbs

16:18, which says “Pride goeth before
destruction, and an haughty spirit be-
fore a fall.” A person who is extremely
proud of his abilities will often have a
setback or failure that shows he is not
as great as he thinks he is. 

Volumes of books could be written
about the stories of men and women
who have achieved high levels of suc-
cess and greatness only to become
overconfident in their abilities and then
find themselves experiencing failure.
The prudent will learn a lesson; foolish
people will blame someone or some-
thing else for their setback.

The Bible has many stories that il-
lustrate this maxim. Solomon himself,
the writer of this proverb, rose to
great power and strength only to be
pulled into the trap that great riches
and power can spring upon us. He
took his eyes off the One who had
brought him so high and focused on
himself and his needs. The result was
a legacy of diminished greatness. We
remember that he was the wisest
man to ever have lived, but we also
remember that he fell into idolatry be-
cause of his relationships with foreign
entanglements.

We can also talk about Samson, Saul,
David, Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar,

and several others who rose to great
heights of success only to be brought
low at some point in their lives as a re-
sult of overconfidence.

In the extrabiblical world of celebri-
ty, we all can point to actors and ath-
letes, politicians and pastors, tyrants
and teachers who have been in the
spotlight and whom we then have
watched fall into ruin due to poor judg-
ment.

But have you ever heard of someone
who had no pride and purposely gave
up glory and riches to be humbled? Je-
sus Christ, without sin or pride, “made
himself of no reputation, and took upon
him the form of a servant, . . . and be-
ing found in fashion as a man, he hum-
bled himself” (Phil. 2:7-8). He did not
fall as a consequence of sinful pride.
He “became obedient unto death,
even the death of the cross.”

Jesus is God, but He wore His mantle
of power lightly when He came to earth
as a man born to die for the sins of
mankind. He determined “before the
foundation of the world” (I Pet. 1:20) and,
“by the determinate counsel and fore-
knowledge of God” (Acts 2:23), to be
“taken, and by wicked hands . . . cruci-
fied and slain.” He took a fall for us; but,
of course, we know that it was not the
end. God raised Him up and glorified
Him for the sake of our salvation. �

From the Editor’s Desk

He Humbled Himself
BY DON RUFF

HAVE you planned your funeral ser-
vice? We are not suggesting that

you write your own obituary, but you
can make arrangements now so that it
will be a testimony to God’s glory. 

In one sense, it is too late; if you are
a believer, the Bible says you have
died. Shocked? Do not be. Galatians
2:20 says, “I am crucified with Christ.”
Romans 6 uses this truth to explain the
victory over temptation and sin that
every believer can experience.

so-called Christian life, but not all ex-
perience the victory as God intended. 

KNOW THESE THINGS
Paul began by dealing with an objec-

tion some were making to his emphasis
on the grace of God in providing salva-
tion. In Romans 5:20 he stated that
“where sin abounded, grace did much
more abound.” In other words, the
deeper a person was in sin, the more
grace God provided. So some were
suggesting that since God received
more glory when He exercised more
grace, why not continue to sin? In this
way, a person could enjoy his sin, and
God would ultimately receive more glo-
ry. Was this a win-win situation?

The apostle was appalled at such an
idea and expressed his dismay with
the words “God forbid” in Romans 6:2.
This expression in the Greek is a very
strong negative.

He went on to say that this was im-
possible because Christians have died
to sin. Dead people do not respond to
stimuli. He was not saying that it was
impossible for a Christian to commit
single acts of sin but that it was im-
possible to live a life dominated by sin.

At this point, we need to realize that
the word “sin” in the New Testament
can refer to sinful acts or to the totally
depraved nature that exists in every
person and remains even in those who
trust Christ as Saviour. Here when we
see the word “sin,” we should think
“sin nature,” as we recall Jesus’ dec-
laration that all evil actions proceed
from the heart (Matt. 15:19).

Living a victorious Christian life be-
gins with knowing three important
things. First, we know that when we
“were baptized into Jesus Christ,” we
were “baptized into his death” (Rom.
6:3). Paul was referring to the conver-
sion of an individual who realized he
was a sinner under God’s condemna-
tion. He then discovered that God had
provided a remedy through the sacri-
fice of His Son on the cross. He be-
lieved, and God forgave his sin and
gave him the gift of eternal life. The in-
dividual was then baptized to demon-
strate his faith and to identify himself
with the other believers.

Paul said that in addition to this, a
believer’s baptism also meant that he

The Apostle Paul systematically
dealt with the doctrine of salvation,
beginning with man’s need in Romans
1:19 through 3:20. He pointed out that
all men, Jews and Gentiles alike, are
sinners and under divine condemna-
tion. Then in 3:21 through 5:21 he ex-
plained how the righteousness of God
is available for all who trust Christ.

The life a person lives after trusting
Christ as Saviour is dealt with in Ro-
mans 6 through 8. All Christians live a
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was baptized into the death of Christ.
In other words, he was identified with
Christ in His death, burial, and resur-
rection. The act of being baptized
unites a believer to Christ. Just as He
died and was buried, believers, when
baptized, die and are buried from their
old sinful way of life. Just as God
raised Jesus from the dead “by the
glory of the Father,” we also are raised
to “newness of life” (Rom. 6:4).

The next thing we need to know is in
Romans 6:6. Our “old man,” or sinful na-
ture, was crucified with Christ so that its
power was “destroyed.” We thus should
no longer be controlled by our sin nature.

The word “destroyed” in Romans
6:6 does not mean “annihilated” but
“rendered inoperative.” In other words,
it is like a power cord that has been
severed from the electrical source. But
since God wants us to depend on Him
and choose to serve Him freely, He al-
lows us to choose our source of pow-
er. We can plug into the sin nature and
disobey or plug into the power of the
Holy Spirit and live in obedience to
God’s will. Our free choice either dis-
honors or honors God.

Romans 6:7 says that a dead per-
son is “freed from sin.” To illustrate, we
go to a funeral parlor where an alco-
holic is laid out for viewing. We take a
flask of whiskey, wave it under his
nose, and invite him to take a drink.
Obviously, there is no response since
he is dead. The Christian needs to
know that he has died to the sin nature
and is now able to choose to no longer
respond to sinful temptations.

We can also know that just as Christ
was “raised up from the dead by the
glory of the Father” (Rom. 6:4), so we
too have been raised with Him. Jesus

was raised to show the world that He
had satisfied God’s penalty for sin. Now
He is alive forevermore. He imparts His
life to those who trust Him as Saviour.
We receive eternal life and look forward
to spending eternity with Him in glory.
In the meantime, we enjoy the power of
His resurrection life living within us. 

True, the Christian will fall from time
to time. But God has made provision
for continual cleansing, as we can
read in I John 1:9, through the confes-
sion of our sins. As C. Norman Bartlett
wrote, we “may fall in the road, but not
from the road, to Heaven” (Right in Ro-
mans, Moody). 

We also know that Christ’s death
was sufficient. This is expressed here
with the phrase that He “died unto sin
once” (Rom. 6:10). This was signifi-
cant, since under the old system sac-
rifices were offered daily and the high
priest was required to enter the Holy of
Holies on the Day of Atonement each
year to sprinkle blood, first for his own
sins and then for the nation.

The believer has the confidence that
his salvation is sure because on the
cross Christ declared, “It is finished”
(John 19:30). Christ satisfied God’s
demand that sin be punished. The res-
urrection of Jesus demonstrated His
victory over sin. Now Paul explained
that the believer shares that victory. 

RECKON THESE THINGS
Sadly, many Christians live lives of

misery and defeat. They want to do
right but find themselves disobeying
God on a regular basis.

Paul wrote that we are to reckon two
things. First, we need to reckon our-
selves to be “dead indeed unto sin
(Rom. 6:11).” Second, we must reckon

ourselves to be “alive unto God through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” To “reckon” is to
count as true. It may be hard for one to
consider himself “dead indeed unto sin”
when he is constantly being tempted.

Indeed, the enemy is alive and well.
In I Peter 5:8 he is pictured as a “roar-
ing lion” seeking to devour us. Temp-
tation abounds, and our sin nature re-
mains within us; but we can be
victorious because we have died and
been raised with Christ (cf. Col. 3:1-3).

Feelings often get in our way. The
believer may not feel victorious. He
needs to remember the facts as Paul
presented them here and act upon the
truth of those facts. The story is told
about Major General McClellan, who,
when he had been appointed general-
in-chief of the Union Army, wrote to his
wife, “I do not feel any different from
what I did yesterday. . . . I am sure that
I am in command of the army, howev-
er, for the President’s order to that ef-
fect now lies before me.” We need to
allow the facts of Scripture to triumph
over our feelings. 

The Christian life is a paradox. A be-
liever is dead and alive at the same
time. He is to give no more response to
sin’s temptations than a corpse gives to
stimuli swirling around him. At the same
time, he is very much alive to the min-
istry of the Holy Spirit to guide him in
doing the will of God.

The believer is admonished with a
present imperative: “Let not sin there-
fore reign in your mortal body” (Rom.
6:12). He is to stop what he should not
be doing. Before he received Christ,
he could not help himself. Now he is
empowered by the Holy Spirit and is
able to say no to the sin nature and yes
to the will of God.

YIELD YOUR LIVES
The third principle after knowing and

reckoning is to put it into practice by
yielding. First, on the negative side, we
need to stop yielding to the sin nature.
God never commands what is impossi-
ble; so, by His grace and power, we can
reckon ourselves dead to the sin nature.

At the same time, we are to yield our-
selves to God. Yielding is an act of the
will. God wants us to come to a definite
decision to surrender our lives to Him.

Paul closed this section with a di-
vine promise: “Sin shall not have do-
minion over you” (Rom. 6:14). Why? It
is because you “are not under the law,
but under grace.” He started with
grace and ended with grace. �
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SPRING will arrive soon and with it
some of its special holidays! One

of those special holidays focuses on
our dear mothers. The card industry, the
floral industry, and the postal system all
look to Mother’s Day with glee. This is a
holiday that certainly keeps them busy!
More than one hundred million cards
have been mailed in recent years.

Mother’s Day is a special Sunday
when children of all ages—from tod-
dler to adult—take time to honor their
mothers. Many churches include a
special time in the morning service to
recognize mothers. Families will gath-
er for a special dinner—one that Mom
does not have to cook(!)—to treat their
mothers and to let her know how much
she is appreciated.

And mothers should be appreciat-
ed! They have an important role in
the family. Motherhood starts with
carrying a child for nine months—
which includes fatigue, morning
sickness, strange food cravings, and
body alterations. Then there is the
labor and finally the delivery—two
activities to which one sentence
hardly does justice! I think fathers
would be hard-pressed to do as well
carrying and giving birth to a six-,
eight-, or ten-pound baby! Maybe
God built something extra into moth-
ers that men do not possess when it
comes to enduring the hardships of
labor and delivery. Mothers are defi-
nitely to be honored!

Of course, things only begin at birth.
Both Dad and Mom are crucial in the
home and in the lives of the children
they rear, but mothers tend to be the
frontline nurturing person. Moms tend
to get into the thick of things. Kids are
generally full of energy, questions, lim-
itless ways to get around the rules, the
ability to rationalize away irrationality,
and the will to push the boundaries to
the extreme—mostly when Dad is
away.

While fathers tend to be the rule set-
ters, which generally includes estab-
lishing the penalty for violating those
rules, mothers have to be the rule en-
forcers, particularly in the thick of
things. Dads enforce the rules as
well—when they are home; but Dad is
more matter-of-fact. You cross the
line, and you get it! So kids do not
push their fathers quite as much, while
they can sometimes push their moth-
ers beyond a human being’s ability to
cope with reality! It must be something
else God built into mothers! 

There is good reason to honor our
mothers—both because they are ten-
der and merciful and because they
have to put up with a lot of guff. So
Moms—happy Mother’s Day to you! I
hope on that Sunday your family treats
you like the queen you are. Drink it all
in; you deserve it!

Many of us enjoy honoring our
mothers on Mother’s Day, but our re-
sponsibility does not end there. The

practice of honoring our mothers (and
fathers) is actually a biblical mandate,
as we can see in the fifth command-
ment. Deuteronomy 5:16 says, “Hon-
our thy father and thy mother, as the
Lord thy God hath commanded thee;
that thy days may be prolonged, and
that it may go well with thee, in the
land which the Lord thy God giveth
thee.” I wish to make six observations
about this commandment.
1. The commandment is an impera-

tive. In other words, this is a com-
mand—which should be no surprise
since it is listed among what are called
the Ten Commandments. Actually,
while the other nine commandments
contain imperfect verbs, this verb is an
imperative. The imperfect can be un-
derstood as an imperative, and that is
how we translate the other nine verbs,
but the fifth commandment is a true
imperative. It hardly needs to be said
that honoring one’s parents—father
and mother alike—is not optional. If
you are not honoring your parents, you
are clearly violating the law of God.
2. The commandment is foremost to

adults. Note that all of Israel stood be-
fore God around Mount Sinai to re-
ceive God’s law. The children were not
the primary recipients; it was their par-
ents who stood there, who received
the law, and who promised to obey all
that God commanded (Exod. 24:3;
Deut. 5:27). Furthermore, both the
Jews and Jesus Himself saw the fifth
commandment as applicable to adults
(cf. Mark 7:9-13). What were the adults
to do with these commandments?
First, they were to model them. Sec-
ond, they were to teach them to their
children (Deut. 6:1-9).

Some conclude that the fifth com-
mandment is primarily applicable to
children because it is repeated in a
context involving children in Eph-
esians 6:1-2. There seems to be some
confusion between children obeying
their parents and honoring their par-
ents, as if the two actions were one
and the same. However, they are not
the same action. It is true that children
who obey their parents are showing
honor to their parents and that chil-
dren do violate the fifth command-
ment when they disobey their parents;

Mother’s Day and the Fifth Commandment
BY MARK J. HIGHMAN
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might seem unfathomable to us until
we understand what it is that God is
telling us to do.

The word “honor” translates the He-
brew word kabad, which literally
means “heavy.” In its literal sense, the
word was applied to the heavyset Eli
in I Samuel 4:18. It was also applied to
the mounds of heavy hair that aided in
gathering accolades for Absalom, one
of David’s sons, “much praised . . . for
his beauty” (II Sam. 14:25-26).

The word kabad is more often used
in a figurative sense, and we are most
familiar with its use in the context of
giving God glory (I Sam. 6:5; Pss.
22:23; 50:15; 86:9; Mal. 2:2). For our
purposes as human beings, we do not
really comprehend what it means to
give glory to God, since we under-
stand “glory” to be that effusion of
light that surrounds God, such as the
disciples saw around Jesus when He
was transfigured before their eyes
(Matt. 17:2). It is better to understand
the word as “honor” God or “show rev-
erence to” God.

It is this same word kabad (literally,
“weight”; figuratively “honor” or “re-
vere”) that we are to practice toward our
fathers and mothers. What is important
to recognize is that a person receives a
certain level of honor or respect if he is
in a particular office, such as a king
(II Chron. 1:11-12), a prince (Num.
22:15), or a slave’s master (Mal. 1:6).
The word speaks of one whose position
and authority carry weight, given as
such by God and recognized by God
and man. An officeholder may, in and of
himself, not be a respectable person;
but his office, by its very nature and be-
cause God has ordained it, is weighty.
Therefore, the office and the person as-
suming that office are to be treated in a
respectful or honorable manner.

A parent is in this category. The rea-
son we are to honor our parents is not
just about them personally or about
how old we might be. It is also about
the office they hold. They are parents,
a privilege and responsibility to which
God called them. And no matter how
well they do it (or do not do it), the of-
fice affords them a certain measure of
honor that we are to acknowledge and
respect.
6. The commandment comes with a

promise. Paul put it this way: “That it
may be well with thee, and thou mayest
live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:3). The
bottom line is that God blesses those
who honor their parents. How that

however, it is not true that obedience
to one’s parents is the sum total of
what it means to honor one’s parents.

I have heard of adults who have it in
their minds that they must continue to
obey their parents simply because
they are their parents. Some parents
act as if they believed the same thing.
This confusion can cause a lot of hard-
ship when adult children or their par-
ents think that Ephesians 6:1 still ap-
plies to adults. We adults honor our
parents in other ways; obedience to
them is no longer one of our charges
(consider Genesis 2:24). 
3. The commandment expects con-

tinual action. As mentioned earlier, the
other nine commandments are in the
Hebrew imperfect tense. This is un-
completed action, which means that it
is continual action. Even though the
fifth commandment is not in the im-
perfect tense, the imperative implies
continual action. Unless God rescinds
a command or in some way fulfills it so
that it is no longer applicable, a com-
mand is always in force. Furthermore,
the rest of Deuteronomy 5:16 would
hardly make sense if the command
were a one-time action. 

This is the sense Paul understood
when he repeated the fifth command-
ment in Ephesians 6:2. He used a
present active imperative verb when
he wrote, “Honour thy father and
mother.” The present tense generally
indicates continual action. The active
voice indicates that it is an action we
are to do—as opposed to an action
being done to us (the passive voice).
The imperative mood is the same as in
the Hebrew: an order or command.
God commands us to actively honor
our parents.
4. The commandment includes both

parents. This should go without say-
ing, but I will say it anyway. God com-
mands us to continually honor both fa-
ther and mother. We cannot say, “I like
my mother, and I will honor her on
Mother’s Day, but I will have nothing to
do with my father. I won’t talk to him,
send him a card, or even acknowledge
that he exists.” This is sin, which leads
to my next observation.
5. The commandment is nondis-

criminatory. The fifth commandment
does not distinguish between parents
who fulfill their parental call in an hon-
orable way and those who fulfill their
call in a dishonorable way. It is just a
blanket statement with no exceptions:
Dad and Mom are to be honored. This

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

blessing works out in each person’s life
is going to be according to God’s sov-
ereign plan and providential care for
each person, and some of that blessing
will likely be reserved for eternity.

So how do we honor our parents as
adults? A card, dinner, flowers, or
some other gift is fine for Mother’s Day
(or Father’s Day). But we also need to
speak to them and about them in a re-
spectful manner. We can help them in
times of need. We can phone them
with regularity when distance prevents
regular visits. We can pray for them,
share our lives with them, and send
them notes of news and encourage-
ment. We can forgive them when they
wrong us. We can show them the
same kind of respect and kindness
that we would like others to show us.
These are our fathers and mothers. Let
us show them the respect they de-
serve as our parents. �
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BENEATH the campfire-lit sky, a
statement was made. “If God has

the power to create all of this, He has
the power to lead my life.” It took the
last hours of camp for Will to stand up
and accept God’s claim on his life. His
last night as a camper at a Christian
camp finally grabbed his attention. 

Raised in a Christian home, Will
knew the exploits of Bible heroes and
the basics of the Christian faith. But a
family move in his preteen years
brought skepticism to his faith. No
longer in the comfort zone of his early
childhood, he even became skeptical
of whether God existed. “God, if You
are so good, why have You ruined my
life?” he questioned.

Will’s parents’ positive Christian
camp experience with his two older
siblings led to a decision that a week
of camp might be the change he need-
ed. Will reluctantly consented to a
week of camp, and a life-changing
journey began.

Getting away from the wrong influ-
ences in the neighborhood for a week
allowed him to make new friends who
would last a lifetime. He was intro-
duced to counselors and staff who
would make indelible impressions on
him. Listening to camp pastors as well
as youth challenges changed his
mind-set regarding God, Christianity,
and Christians. A week of camp each
year became the instrument of trans-
formational change in Will’s life. With
each successive year, character
change became more evident as new
lessons were learned. The change left
a lasting impression on his life and
eventually on his ministry.

I believe there are many reasons
why camp ministry is successful. Let

us look at some of what takes place at
a Christian camp to create a dynamic,
life-changing environment.

The life change for Will came from
recognizing God as a compelling Cre-
ator who wanted to use his life. Con-
nections made with other campers
helped sustain his growing faith, and
each counselor left him with specific
spiritual life lessons. All the unique ac-
tivities of camp acted like a thread
weaving all the experiences together
into a truly eternal, life-changing ex-
perience.

Will’s story is my story. My camp
journey became the compelling rea-
son for sharing God’s love through
outdoor camping ministry.

Interacting with other ministry pro-
fessionals, I came to believe the com-
monly accepted thinking that camp is
the place where many Christian work-
ers made decisions for the Lord’s
service. Some place this percentage
as high as 85 percent. 

I tracked campers who made deci-
sions at camp. In this weekly tracking,
I came to the conclusion that of the un-
saved campers presented with the
gospel message, 90 percent would
make a decision to trust in Christ as
their personal Saviour.

The focus of Bible camp is on chal-
lenging young people to respond to
God’s call on their lives. Spring Hill
Camps of Evart, Michigan, provides
expanded statistical data regarding
the ministry success in its summer
camps on their Web site titled “Kids
Need Camp” (www.kidsneedcamp
.com). They report these results from
time spent at their camp: 48 percent of
campers make a first-time or renewed
commitment to Jesus; 87 percent re-
port understanding Jesus better; 79
percent are more comfortable praying;
78 percent say they are changed by
the message of Jesus; 70 percent say
people will notice a change in them; 68
percent are more comfortable sharing
their faith; and 65 percent will get more
involved in church!

Bible-camp ministry that focuses on
campers’ transformational growth in
Christ can be a vital link in the church’s
mission. Camp provides time to
process Christ’s teaching into life-
changing decisions. One camper who

later became a counselor told me that
she was unable to go to a Christian
college but that camp was the place
she received her Christian training for
service. She went on to serve faithful-
ly as a church youth leader.

After chapel at a junior camp in Wis-
consin, a young girl came to my wife
with questions regarding saving faith
and forgiveness of sins in Christ. The
message of salvation she heard in
chapel was the same message she
had heard from her Sunday school
teacher. Hearing a new voice proclaim
the same message verified the truth in
her mind, and she asked to receive
Christ. The Sunday school teacher’s
faithful reward came when the camper
heard the gospel message in a fresh
setting.

Good teachers know that a hands-
on learning experience leads to higher
learning retention. Camp ministry
uniquely employs the senses to learn
about the Creator and Saviour, Jesus
Christ. In I John 1:1, John referred to
the senses in knowing Christ. “That
which was from the beginning, which
we have heard, which we have seen
with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of
the Word of life.” This is familiar to us
as we read of Christ making Himself
known in His appearance on the road
to Emmaus. In Luke 24:39, Christ said,
“Behold my hands and my feet, that it
is I myself: handle me, and see; for a
spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see me have.”

Christ went on to present His hands
and feet for examination. He ate fish
and honey to show He was real. He
then reminded the disciples of His
teachings (Luke 24:44). After employ-
ing all the senses to show the gathered
witnesses that He was, indeed, real,
verse 45 says, “Then opened he their
understanding, that they might under-
stand the scriptures.”

Christian camp ministry constructs
a teaching atmosphere that employs
teaching methods that Christ used.
Christ walked with His disciples day to
day, not just on Sundays. He knew the
benefits of capturing the teachable
moments of daily experience. Much of
His ministry was done outdoors,
where all people had access to hear

Christian Camps Change Lives
BY BILL ROLOFF

Having fun with a salamander
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turn what was given to me. Camp be-
came my Christian home.”

Mature staff members use all the ex-
periences at camp to connect
campers with the teaching of God’s
Word. Life experience at camp con-
nects real-life circumstances to the
Bible’s teaching for living. Solid, rele-
vant, age-specific preaching and
teaching, combined with the power of
the camp experience, create special
opportunities for spiritual life change.

A camp week requires trained
young adults or volunteers to lead
campers and fill roles in the support
team. Church leaders should encour-
age, recruit, and direct spiritually qual-
ified believers to contribute during
these programs. The church will ben-
efit from God’s working in the lives of
leaders and campers.

Adults interested in discipling young
people and sharing the gospel through
their lives and witness should consid-
er applying. Ask yourself, “Do I have
the time, energy, and desire to invest
into young lives that will motivate me
to live transparently with campers
twenty-four hours a day?” If you enjoy
young people and the energy they
bring to life and see the potential God
sees in each life, consider this life-
touching, life-changing opportunity.

Counseling requires giving biblical
guidance to lead campers into sound
decision making. This is tough for
many who want to make young peo-
ple’s decisions for them. Adults who
lead lovingly, listen actively, and re-
spond patiently while participating
with campers make the best coun-
selors. Age is not a factor. Campers re-
spond to and need fun, engaged, and
caring adults. Being part of the eternal,
life-transforming camp dynamic will
be a life-changing opportunity you will
treasure for life and that will keep you
coming back.

The camp experience alone has no
power to change a life; nor will just be-
ing outdoors or just being around god-
ly staff. The accumulated experience
of camp becomes a powerful tool in
helping guide young people to make
eternal life decisions. Renewing of the
mind comes from repeatedly hearing
God’s Word in a concentrated period
of time. The Holy Spirit works with
memorable opportunities, the testi-
mony of creation, and godly staff to
capture campers’ hearts. It is no won-
der that camp ministry makes an eter-
nal impression on campers and on a
church’s ministry. �

come fully engaged with new adven-
tures. Adventure might be the dark-
ness experienced away from city
lights or catching salamanders in the
creek. Playing a crazy new game,
cooking a meal over a fire, or suc-
cessfully creating a new craft might
stimulate new excitement. Simply be-
ing away from home for the first time
is adventure enough for many!

Each new session of camp creates
a temporary community of friends and
loving leaders. Following Paul’s exam-
ple in Scripture, counselors exhort
campers, “Be ye followers of me, even
as I also am of Christ” (I Cor. 11:1). Liv-
ing together with his small group, the
leader lives a transparent life, sharing
a godly testimony with campers.

Camp allows for daily growth in a
twenty-four-hour discipleship pro-
gram. Counselors teach in a manner
similar to Christ’s daily walks, talks,
and life with His disciples. This com-
mon fellowship of learning together
while sharing highs and lows of camp
life leads to an open forum for sharing
the gospel. The presence of love, for-
giveness, reconciliation, and encour-
agement received during a week of
camp also gives campers the oppor-
tunity to understand the gospel mes-
sage.

These relational memories form
bonds that become imbedded in
campers’ memories, leaving lasting
impressions. I remember asking a for-
mer camper why he wanted to be a
counselor. His response was treas-
ured. He said, “I grew up in a very dys-
functional home, and when my church
sent me to camp, I experienced the
love of Christ. I always wanted to re-

Him. And He was different. Following
Christ’s teaching meant their lives
would change.

Many camps are blessed with abun-
dant opportunities for young people to
share the “Oh wow!” experience of wit-
nessing firsthand God as the Creator.

It should come as no surprise that
God speaks through the testimony of
His created wonders. Places out-
doors, away from the distractions that
are so abundant in everyday life, were
used by God throughout Scripture to
prepare His leaders. Abraham was
sent into the wilderness to learn faith
and to be led by God. Moses retreat-
ed to the wilderness, where God pre-
pared him to lead Israel out of Egypt.
The whole nation of Israel needed forty
years of wilderness wandering to learn
to depend on God in preparation for
entering the Promised Land. The Lord
groomed King David outdoors as a
shepherd. Elijah needed to be sent to
the brook Cherith to be revived and re-
newed for ministry. Christ Himself was
tested with forty days in the wilder-
ness. 

In outdoor places, God captures at-
tention through dedicated time to
speak, to be heard, and to focus the
minds and hearts of those He choos-
es. Outdoors, the senses become ac-
tivated, the minds come alive, ready to
receive new teaching about God and
His Word. Christ speaks and draws
young people to His love and care
through the testimony of His creation.

Most young people today live bor-
ing lives inside, spending only thirty
minutes a day outdoors. Camp moves
them outside to satisfy their youthful
desire for new experiences. They be-

Water fun at a Christian camp
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ONE Sunday morning, a pastor an-
nounced he was starting a new

sermon topic. “Next Sunday, I’ll be
speaking on lying. To help you prepare
for next week, read II Corinthians 14,”
he said.

The next Sunday, before beginning
his sermon, he asked, “How many
read the passage in preparation for to-
day’s sermon?” 

Half the hands in the congregation
went up. Looking around, the pastor
said, “Now I know to whom I’ll be
preaching!” Then he explained that
II Corinthians has only thirteen chapters.

“He that speaketh lies shall not es-
cape” (Prov. 19:5) is a Bible truth the
pastor may have told his congregation
that day. Lying is a serious breach of
character.

HOW HONEST ARE WE WITH
OURSELVES AND OTHERS?

Are we careful to be honest in our
everyday actions and lives? The word
“honest” can be defined as “not lying,
cheating, or stealing; having or giving
full worth of value.”

Here are some questions to think
about: Do I always tell the truth to my
family and friends? Am I honest at my
workplace? Am I an honest citizen, be-
ing careful that I do not defraud my fel-
low citizens in any way? If we want to
live with integrity (honesty), we must
tell the truth, for God is a God of truth.
He does not and cannot lie (Titus 1:2).

Several years ago, I became aware
of a disturbing societal trend. When
teaching a class, I told my students
that it is important for us to tell the
truth and to be honest with each oth-
er. While discussing the subject, one
student quickly responded, saying,
“My mom says that everyone lies and
that it’s OK to lie.”

I replied, “Everyone does not lie.
There are people who do not lie and
choose to live honestly. We must tell
the truth. In the end, it’s the right thing
to do.”

It did not surprise me later when I saw
that the same student was deceptive
with his own mother. She did not teach
him the importance of honesty.

Michael Josephson, president of
the Josephson Institute of Ethics,
works in character education with
children in grades kindergarten
through twelve. His ongoing surveys
show a continuing trend toward moral
deterioration. Josephson has stated,
“The bad news is that unacceptably
high rates of dishonesty have become
the norm. It doesn’t bode well for the
future that so many kids are entering
the workforce . . . with the dispositions
and skil ls of l iars, cheaters and
thieves” (www. josephsoninstitute
.org). 

Parents have a primary responsibility
to teach their children character princi-
ples such as honesty and integrity that
guide and influence their conduct with
others. Without these fundamental prin-
ciples, a climate of distrust will exist.

In some sectors of society, people
will say that lying, cheating, and steal-
ing are acceptable behaviors as long
as the end justifies the means. They
say that doing so is harmless. But is it
truly harmless?

HONESTY AS A CONSUMER
A “vow” is a pledge to keep one’s

word. Many people today do not take
their vows seriously. A banker once told

me, “I’ve observed that some Christians
aren’t any better at paying off their debts
than non-Christians. Some don’t even
try to pay off their debts but give all
kinds of excuses why they can’t. In re-
ality, they can; they just won’t.” Sadly,
his observation is true. 

Some people justify lying. They say,
“I didn’t sign a contract” or “I was nev-
er under oath.” Some may ignore the
severity of the matter, saying it’s just a
“little white lie.”

In some cultures, an environment of
dishonesty is common. When high eth-
ical standards are lacking and the lead-
ership is lax in supporting high stan-
dards, unethical behavior grows. This is
detrimental to all. It leads to more greed
and dishonesty. This reminds me that
“the perverseness of transgressors
shall destroy them” (Prov. 11:3).

Should Christians act any different-
ly from non-Christians? In Ephesians
we read that since we are different, we
should show that we are different.
“And that ye put on the new man,
which after God is created in right-
eousness and true holiness. Where-
fore putting away lying, speak every
man truth with his neighbour: for we
are members one of another” (4:24-
25). We walk as believers. “For ye were

A Biblical Response to a Cultural Trend 
of Lying and Cheating

BY DEBORAH NAYROCKER, M.ED.
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they would know the truth, and the
truth would make them free (John
8:32). They answered Him, saying that
as descendants of Abraham, they had
never been in bondage to anyone.
How could He say they would be
made free? Jesus answered them,
saying, “Whosoever committeth sin is
the servant of sin” (vs. 34). Then Jesus
stated that there is no truth in the dev-
il, for he is a liar and the father of lies
(vs. 44).

In James 4 we are exhorted to re-
buke worldliness in our lives. What
happens if we choose to continue to
live as unbelievers, in dishonesty? If
we do not change our worldly ways,
God will resist us. “God resisteth the
proud, but giveth grace unto the hum-
ble” (vs. 6). However, when we desire
to please and obey God, doing the
right thing, our earnest prayers have
power and great results (5:16).

To stop sinning, we continually
“submit [ourselves] therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from
[us]” (Jas. 4:7). James wrote that we
must not be double-minded. Instead,
he said, “Cleanse your hands, ye sin-
ners; and purify your hearts” (vs. 8).

What should we do about lying? Here
are three things: we should repent of the
sin of lying and confess the problem of
lying to God; we must stop being dis-
honest in word and deed; and we should
ask continually for God’s help, relying on
Him and not on our willpower.

In a sermon, my pastor talked about
a man who attends our church. This
man told the pastor that before he was
saved, it was natural and common for
him to lie. After the man was saved, he
realized it was not so easy to stop his
habit of lying. So he made a commit-
ment to stop lying. He also decided
that if he did lie to someone, he would
go back to the person and apologize
for lying. This decision helped him be
more careful with his words, since he
did not like the thought of having to
apologize.

This new Christian was reminded
that “our sufficiency is of God” (II Cor.
3:5). We are no longer slaves to sin. We
yield ourselves to God as instruments
of righteousness (Rom. 6:13). God
saved us according to His mercy.
When we repent of our sins and rely on
God’s mercy, He cleanses and renews
us through the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).
God, through His Holy Spirit, trans-
forms us and conforms us to become
more like Christ. We are living the vic-
torious life! And that is no lie! �

obeying Him. Their families will be
blessed, and God will show His faith-
fulness to them. He will not forget
them. They will have influence and
honor. A person of character “will
guide his affairs with discretion [jus-
tice]” (vs. 5). “His righteousness en-
dureth for ever; his horn shall be exalt-
ed with honour” (vs. 9).

As persons of integrity, we are
morally consistent. We are diligent and
careful to be honest and truthful,
guarding our reputations.

When we are people of integrity, God
will honor us. Consider these three ex-
amples from the Bible. Nehemiah was
the cupbearer for King Artaxerxes of
Persia. A humble servant of the king, he
was also humble before God. He
pleaded with God to forgive the people
of Israel for their sins and to bring them
back to Jerusalem, out of exile. He was
a man who feared God.

Nehemiah was assigned the great
task of restoring the walls of
Jerusalem and the city’s civil authori-
ty. He trusted God to help him accom-
plish what seemed to be an impossi-
ble task. Amazingly, the wall was built
in only fifty-two days (Neh. 6:15).

Daniel was a servant who worked in
King Nebuchadnezzar’s court in Baby-
lon. When Daniel was placed in a high
position of honor, 122 men tried to find
fault with him so that they could re-
move him from his position of leader-
ship. “They could find none occasion
nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful,
neither was there any error or fault
found in him” (Dan. 6:4). After a thor-
ough investigation, Daniel was found
to be of excellent character.

In Luke we read that Mary, the moth-
er of Jesus, was a virtuous woman. In
Mary’s song, we learn more about her
humility and fear of God: “My soul doth
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath re-
joiced in God my Saviour. . . . his mer-
cy is on them that fear him from gener-
ation to generation” (1:46-47, 50). Mary
considered herself God’s humble ser-
vant and had a humble spirit. She was
honored and highly favored.

In Proverbs 6, King Solomon listed
seven things that the Lord hates and
that are an abomination to Him. Three
of those things involve our words.
They are “a lying tongue, . . . a false
witness that speaketh lies, and he that
soweth discord among brethren” (vss.
17, 19). What we say is important to
God.

One day when Jesus spoke to the
Jews who believed in Him, He said

sometimes darkness, but now are ye
light in the Lord: walk as children of
light: (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and
truth)” (5:8-9).

When Christians live responsibly,
they are accountable for their actions
and follow through to carry out their
obligations. They keep their word.

HONESTY IN THE WORKPLACE
Sometimes dishonesty is revealed

not just by employees in the work-
place but also before one is hired. A
few years ago, I read in USA Today
that an executive search firm found
lies in the résumés it researched. More
than half of the applicants lied in each
of the three categories examined.
Some applicants said they had com-
pleted a degree when it was only a par-
tial degree. Some applicants lied
about the number of years in their pre-
vious jobs. Others lied about their ac-
complishments, exaggerating them. If
these applicants were dishonest when
applying for work, would they not be
dishonest in the workplace as well?

A few years ago, I read in the news-
paper about a dishonest social services
caseworker. She was assigned to peri-
odically visit a girl under her supervision
and document the home visits. The
caseworker wrote in her reports that she
had visited this girl and that her home
environment was acceptable.

One day, this girl was found dead in
her home. When the caseworker was
questioned about the child, she con-
fessed she had falsified her reports.
She had not visited the child, although
she wrote the reports stating that she
had.

What if the caseworker had not lied?
The little girl might still be alive today.

Too often people find themselves
rationalizing why they should do the
wrong thing, when their conscience is
screaming at them to do the right
thing. We read about the folly of dis-
honest living in Proverbs 10:9: “He
that walketh uprightly walketh surely:
but he that perverteth his ways shall
be known.” A person lacking in char-
acter will be found out.

WALKING WITH INTEGRITY
Christians must set themselves apart

from the wrong views that exist in the
world. They must live with integrity in
their personal and business lives.

Psalm 112 aptly describes people of
integrity. They fear God and delight in
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JOSHUA INVADED NORTHERN
CANAAN

In the conquest of the Promised
Land, Joshua first led the Israelite
army to successive victories in south-
ern Canaan (Josh. 9—10). As news of
this reached Canaanite city-states in
the north, Hazor’s king Jabin anxious-
ly rallied armies from virtually every
quarter of northern Canaan to meet
the seemingly unstoppable Jewish
juggernaut.

The resulting military force amassed
by Jabin was far greater than any the
Israelite army had faced in the south
(Josh. 11:1-4). Nevertheless, the Lord
assured Joshua that He would deliver
the northern coalition of kings and
their armies into the hands of the Is-
raelites by the same time the next day
(vs. 6). 

The Lord did as He promised. He led
Joshua in a two-stage victory over
northern Canaan. First, the Canaanite
coalition was routed in a surprise at-
tack against its encampment at the
Merom River (Josh. 11:5, 7-8). In stage
two of the campaign, Joshua turned
back from pursuing the fleeing
Canaanites and conquered all their
cities (vss. 10-12). 

What Joshua did with these cities
next, most notably Hazor, is of par-
ticular importance in the study of
biblical archaeology. While Joshua
chose not to destroy most of the
northern Canaanite cities, perhaps
sparing them for future Israelite use,
he made powerful Hazor an example
for the rest. Twice Scripture makes
the point that Joshua burned Ha-
zor—and only Hazor (Josh 11:11,
13).

This Canaanite city’s fiery end pro-
visionally concludes the conquest nar-
rative. The implication is that all the
towns that resisted Israelite occupa-
tion were destroyed. The next chap-
ters of Joshua (13 through 21) deal
with the division of the conquered land
among the twelve tribes. However, the
book of Judges reveals that even
though Israel had generally broken the
Canaanites’ military control of Pales-
tine, taking actual possession of sub-

stantial areas of the Promised Land
was still very much a work in progress
for individual Israelite tribes (Josh.
13:1-6; Judg. 1:2-36).

The city of Hazor (Tell el-Qedah) is
located about ten miles north-north-
east of the Sea of Galilee and ap-
proximately five miles southwest of
Lake Huleh (drained in 1956). The
city was strategically situated on a
major international highway. There it
served as a hub through which mer-
chants and caravans traveled from
Egypt to Syria en route to Babylon
and Assyria.

This fact, plus its agriculturally ad-
vantageous posi t ion in the im-
mensely fertile southwestern corner
of the Huleh Valley, made Hazor one
of the weal th iest  c i ty-states in
Canaan. As LaMoine F. DeVries not-
ed, “The Bible reflects the role Hazor
played as the leading Canaanite
center in the north [Josh. 11:10], and
extrabiblical sources [like the Mari
tablets] highlight the city’s interna-
tional significance” (Cities of the
Biblical World, Hendrickson). 

HAZOR EXCAVATION HISTORY
J. L. Porter first identified the an-

cient site of Hazor in 1875. Half a
century later, in 1928, British archae-
ologist John Garstang reconfirmed
the identity of the site, surveyed the
area, and conducted preliminary
soundings there. Positive inscrip-
tional confirmation that this ancient
settlement mound was indeed the
Hazor of Joshua 11 was discovered
in 1962. A twenty-two-year-old
American tourist, on his honeymoon
in Israel, found a clay tablet ( in
cuneiform writing) on the surface of
the mound. The text contained the
name of the city. The tablet, dated
between 1800 and 1600 B.C., de-
scribed a lawsuit involving real estate
that was adjudicated personally by
the king of Hazor.

More than a quarter of a century af-
ter Garstang’s preliminary work at Ha-
zor, Yigael Yadin, Israel’s leading ar-
chaeologist, began a ful l-scale
excavation there in 1955. It was the
first of five seasons (1955–1958, and

Hazor: The Largest Canaanite 
City-State in Ancient Palestine

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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THE DESTRUCTION OF
CANAANITE HAZOR

There is abundant archaeological
evidence for the destruction of Ca -
naan ite Hazor by fire during two bibli-
cal events. The conquest of Canaan,
the first event, occurred during the late
fifteenth century B.C. The second
event took place during the late thir-
teenth century, the period of judges
Deborah and Barak (Judg. 4—5).

From the time of Joshua and the
conquest of Canaan, to give but one
example, archaeologists uncovered
three temples that all were clearly con-
sumed by flames. The so-called Long
Temple was excavated on the acropo-
lis (the upper city), while the Orthostat
and Square Temples were unearthed
in the large lower city. The latter two
temples were so thoroughly destroyed
that apparently no attempt was made
to rebuild them. The city itself, howev-
er, was subsequently rebuilt (Garrett,
gen. ed., “Hazor,” Archaeological
Study Bible, Zondervan, 1984). 

Wedged between Joshua and
Judges are the Amarna Letters from
the mid-fourteenth century B.C. These
clay tablets contained correspon-
dence between Canaanite rulers of
city-states to Pharaoh Amenhotep III
and Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten) of
Egypt. In these letters, only Hazor’s
ruler was addressed as “king.” Garrett
maintained that “this special recogni-
tion demonstrates Hazor’s importance
in comparison to the other Canaanite
city-states, as well as the accuracy of
the Biblical phrase ‘head of all [those]
kingdoms’ (Josh. 11:10).”

According to the biblical record,
Deborah and Barak not only defeated
Sisera, captain of Jabin’s army, but
also fought against the Canaanite king
“until they had destroyed” him (Judg.
4:13-15, 24). Like the Jabin of Joshua
11, this king Jabin also reigned over
Hazor (vs. 2). But the two Canaanite
monarchs ruled some two centuries
apart. “Jabin” was evidently a dynas-
tic name (like “Pharaoh”), not a per-
sonal one.

Scripture offers no details regarding
the destruction wrought by Deborah
and Barak at Hazor. However, archae-
ological evidence indicates that the
city was virtually incinerated. Hazor
was so devastated that it was not re-
built until the tenth century B.C. when
King Solomon constructed a new Is-
raelite city upon the cold Canaanite
ashes of Tell el-Qedah. �

Commenting on this statement,
DeVries said it “certainly suggests
that at one time Hazor was the lead-
ing city in northern Palestine. But the
biblical description took on new
meaning as the site was excavated
and the physical remains of the an-
cient Canaanite city were brought to
light. Of all the biblical sites exca-
vated in the land of Palestine, Hazor
provides one of the most impressive
portraits of a major city in Palestine
at the time of the Israelite conquest
of Canaan.”

Indeed, when Joshua’s Israelite
army marched into northern Pales-
tine, Hazor was the largest city-state
in the land of Canaan. Even today,
Zuckerman identifies the ancient
city’s remains as the “largest archae-
ological site in northern Israel.” She
explained that Hazor “consists not
only of an upper tell [acropolis] of 30
acres [rising 120' above the sur-
rounding plain], but also a lower city
of more than 175 acres [rising to a
height of 60']. The Bronze Age city of
Canaanite Hazor occupied more
than 200 acres.” But according to
Zuckerman, while twenty-one strata
(layers of occupation) dating be-
tween the twenty-fourth and the sec-
ond century B.C. (the Hellenistic peri-
od) were uncovered at Hazor, “none
was as large as the Canaanite city”
(“Where Is the Hazor Archive
Buried?” Biblical Archaeological Re-
view, March–April 2006). 

Hazor’s two-hundred-acre size
certainly made it the largest Canaan-
ite foe faced by Joshua during the
conquest. Ancient Megiddo, by com-
parison, occupied ten acres—half
the size of the Hazor acropolis alone!
And Jericho, Joshua’s first Canaan-
ite conquest, covered only eight
acres.

If Hazor’s size plus the vast multi-
tude of Canaanite soldiers waiting for
Israel at the Waters of Merom im-
pressed the Israelite general, there is
no such indication in the biblical text.
According to the first-century Jewish
historian Flavius Josephus, the north-
ern Canaanite military coalition con-
sisted of 300,000 infantry, 10,000 cav-
alry, and 20,000 chariots—the first
Israel had encountered in combat (An-
tiquities of the Jews 5.18). But with the
Lord on their side, apparently Joshua
felt there was only one thing the out-
numbered, under-equipped Israelites
could do—attack before any of the
Canaanites escaped (cf. Josh. 11:6-7)!

1968) in what Amnon Ben-Tor called
“the largest and most important ar-
chaeological excavation undertaken
by the young state of Israel.” For this
reason, Ben-Tor maintained that “Ha-
zor . . . holds an honored place in the
history of modern Israeli archaeology”
(“Excavating Hazor, part one: Solo -
mon’s City Rises from the Ashes,”
Biblical Archaeological Review,
March–April 1999). 

In a tribute to Yigael Yadin
(1917–1984), Ben-Tor wrote, “Drawn
to Hazor since his days as a student
researching warfare in Biblical lands,
Israel’s preeminent archaeologist de-
clared in 1955: ‘I am going to excavate
Hazor. I must know about Joshua. I
must know if he really conquered it.’
After excavating the site, Yadin con-
cluded that Joshua had destroyed the
Canaanite city and that King Solomon
later rebuilt it. ‘[Hazor] is not just an an-
cient city,’ he wrote, ‘but one which is
biblical in all its aspects. For many of
us, the names of Joshua, Sisera, Deb-
orah, Solomon, Ahab and Jezebel—to
mention but a few—are associated
with chapter and verse; here they are
connected with strata, buildings and
artefacts.’”

According to Ben-Tor, “Most of to-
day’s senior Israeli archaeologists
worked with Yadin, or rather under him,
at Hazor. Here, more than at any other
site in the country, the next generation
of Israeli archaeologists was trained.”
This included Ben-Tor, Yadin’s protégé
and successor at Hazor.

Thirty-five years after his mentor be-
gan the work at Hazor, Ben-Tor re-
turned in 1990 as the excavation di-
rector. With the August 2012 dig,
Ben-Tor completed his twenty-third
season at Hazor and was recently
joined by Hebrew University colleague
Sharon Zuckerman as codirector. The
former protégé is now the Yigael Yadin
Professor of Archaeology at Hebrew
University. 

“THE HEAD OF ALL THOSE
KINGDOMS”

The tremendous size of Hazor had a
bearing on Joshua’s reason for burn-
ing that city while sparing the others
(Josh. 11:11, 13). This is reflected in
the biblical indication of Hazor’s posi-
tion and prominence in the region. In
this regard, the book of Joshua de-
scribes Hazor as a city that was for-
merly “the head of all those kingdoms”
(vs. 10).
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KEEPING YOUR TEMPLES FIT
In III John 1:2, the Apostle John

wrote, “Beloved, I wish above all
things that thou mayest prosper and
be in health, even as thy soul pros-
pereth.” These encouraging words
should inspire believers to care for
their bodies as they are prospering
their growth and development in 
Jesus Christ.

Many of us think that since we be-
lieve in Jesus Christ, somehow we are
exempt from exercising our bodies.
Each of us is given a body so that he
may be a blessing to God and others.
In order to do that, we must learn to
care for ourselves—physically, men-
tally, and spiritually. Yes, we look for
miracles and healing from the Lord for
our bodies when we have sickness,
pain, or discomfort; however, we must
not fail to maintain a practical exercise
regimen.

The Bible does speak to the fact that
bodily exercise is not as important as
spiritual growth (I Tim. 4:8); but it does
not say no to exercise. We can do
some form of exercise to keep our
bodies in good shape. Being in good
shape will keep us energetic and give
us confidence to perform our godly
tasks. If we are always without energy
and strength, we will not be effective
in our daily routines. In order to serve
God, we must have vitality, vigor, and
joy when serving His people.

Yes, God can use us in the condi-
tions that we are in; but it is also pos-
sible that He could get a lot more out
of us if we maintained a healthy atti-
tude along with keeping in good phys-
ical shape. 

MAKING UP YOUR MIND TO GET
STARTED

The first thing to do before starting
any fitness program is to get a com-
plete physical examination from your
doctor to determine your current
health status. A doctor will inform you
about which level of exercise you can
maintain and what may be too much
for you to handle.

The most difficult part of exercising
and fitness is getting started. You
may think that exercise is a grueling
process or that it may cause unnec-
essary agony. Furthermore, many

people struggle with starting a fitness
program because of past experi-
ences that lacked results, because
we listen to negative conversations
about exercising, or because we lack
the know-how to actually do exercis-
es properly.

When beginning your fitness pro-
gram, make sure you have and main-
tain a positive attitude. Maintaining a
good attitude will yield a good out-
come and a successively healthier
body.

It is not hard to develop a good atti-
tude about fitness. You might begin by
talking with people you know who are
knowledgeable about fitness. They
will be happy to tell you how to get
started, and they may even invite you
along to exercise with them. Also, hav-
ing a partner is a great way to get your
fitness program off the ground. Having
a partner can be a vibrant source of
accountability, motivation, and en-
couragement.

Next, you may want to research
some good health and fitness re-
sources that cover and give details on
how to do exercises the right way so
as to reduce injuries.

Finally, you may want the assis-
tance of a professional trainer. Pro-
fessional trainers cost money, but if
you can afford one, the effects of hav-
ing one will pay great dividends in
your exercise program. Trainers are
certified by fitness-and-health organ-
izations that are set up to examine
and qualify them for the profession of
fitness training.

Remember that whichever option
you decide to take, you must start with
goals in mind of what you would like to
achieve in your fitness program. Al-
ways include prayer in your planning.
Then get started. 

IS THERE AN AGE LIMIT TO
EXERCISE?

Many adults will come to quick con-
clusions about fitness that will leave
them thinking that exercise is only for
young people. But exercise can be re-
warding for all ages. If you are older,
you may be thinking that you are too
old or that it is too late to start exer-
cising. Truthfully, you can get started
at any age.

If you are an older person, you may
be wondering what exercises can be
done without injuring yourself. Do not
allow anyone, including yourself, to
discourage you by telling you that
you cannot do it. The main point is to
understand the benefits of exercise
for your total mind, body, and spirit
and choose those exercises that are
best for you. Having your body in
good shape at any age plays many
important roles in your health and
longevity.

God expects us to keep our temples
in shape. Good exercises each day
can relieve stress, build and sustain
strong muscles, help increase our
stamina, build endurance, and control
our weight. Staying fit is a good idea
at any age. 

EXERCISE IDEAS FOR SENIOR
ADULTS
Walking. Walking is a low-impact

exercise that can be done by all ages,
especially seniors. It burns calories
and builds endurance. It is also good
for relieving everyday stress and anxi-
eties.
Band stretches. While sitting in a

chair, use an elastic band to stretch
and strengthen your arm muscles. You
can purchase these elastic bands from
most major outlets and sporting
goods stores.
Water aerobics. Water aerobics is

fun and a great way to improve your
overall muscle tone. It reduces strain
and tension on your muscles while de-
veloping strength and flexibility. If you
want to have fun while getting some
great exercise, water aerobics is great
to add to your fitness program.
Golf. Golfing is a great, low-impact

sport. It provides flexibility, body con-
trol, and endurance (from walking, not
from riding a cart). Overall, golfing is
fun and great to share with friends and
family.
Fishing. Fishing is fun and relaxing.

It aids the body by relieving stress. Be-
ing around water somehow helps us
become more relaxed.

EXERCISE IDEAS FOR ADULTS
Walking. Just as it is for senior

adults, walking is a great, low-impact
exercise for adults of any age. Not only

Fitness for All Ages
BY JOHN L. RIGGS, JR., TH.D.
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EXERCISE IDEAS FOR CHILDREN
Children are very energetic and are

ready to learn about exercise. They are
very open to whatever kind of exercise
or sports you introduce them to. They
are willing to show off what skills they
have learned. Some good exercises
for kids focus on basic agility and run-
ning. Kids love to run and play,  and the
opportunity to teach kids can be very
rewarding.

IDEAS FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
Exercising together as a family

can be wonderful and lots of fun. En-
courage your family to get involved
in the development of the fitness
program. Setting goals and objec-
tives can be especially important to
the family. This is a great opportuni-
ty to allow them to join in on the
planning process to make sure fit-
ness levels are implemented for
them as well.

Children love to create their own
agenda while planning things they en-
joy doing. As with anything else, you
want to select exercises that offer va-
riety for each member of the family.
And be sure to have fun! Exercises
ranging from walking, stretching, ten-
nis, golf, swimming, and softball can
all be great fitness regimens that bond
the family together.

Planning for the entire family to ex-
ercise and stay f i t  is  a l i fe long
process. Helping children get start-
ed while they are young helps them
develop the mind-set and determi-
nation to start exercise at an early
age. It makes it easier for them to
form good habits while they are
young.

Of course, keeping your weight un-
der control is definitely beneficial to
the overall health program. Do not
hesitate to introduce new exercises
on occasion. It will definitely help
keep exercise from becoming a bor-
ing task. Keep active, and keep new
options available. Keep it fun and cre-
ative, and everyone in the family will
enjoy staying fit for life. “Regarding
exercise . . . our bodies were created
to move, work, and exercise. Ulti-
mately, the sacrifice Jesus made on
the cross and the words He spoke
shape our own existence and pur-
pose. We can trust God’s natural de-
sign for a healthier way to find per-
sonal . . . wellness” (Hafer, Faith and
Fitness: Diet and Exercise for a Better
World, Augsburg Books). �

and work on other skills that will still
give you a workout.
Volleyball. Volleyball is a great agili-

ty sport that utilizes the legs, shoul-
ders, and arms. It can be a form of aer-
obic exercise to aid in the fat-burning
process. It is fun for the entire family
and can be played in the park or even
in the backyard.
Tennis. This one is also for young

adults. Tennis provides great aerobics
to burn calories and fat. It is also great
for good overall body fitness and mus-
cle tone. Again, be sure to stretch
properly and warm up correctly. Ten-
nis can be a grueling sport, but it can
provide a quick way to get and stay in
shape. Be prepared for lots of quick
forward, backward, and side-to-side
movement.
Track and field. Track and field of-

fers many different events that a per-
son can participate in. Some of the
events include sprinting, long dis-
tance, hurdles, high jump, javelin, and
long jump, just to name a few. These
sports provide actions to fit your abil-
ities and talents. You may not like
sprinting, but long jump may fit your
style and interests. If you like variety,
track and field may be the sport and
exercise for you.
Cycling. Cycling is also a great exer-

cise for young adults. It builds en-
durance, it is low-impact, and it will
help strengthen joints and muscles.
Again, do not forget to pay close atten-
tion to safety precautions on the road.
Bright clothing and reflective gear
should be worn when riding at night.

can walking burn calories and build
endurance, but it also can help clear
your mind for sharper thinking. It is
good for relieving stress and anxieties.
Tennis. Tennis provides good aero-

bic activity for burning calories and fat.
It is also great for good overall body
and muscle tone. Tennis moves at a
fast pace, so make sure to warm up
correctly to avoid muscle strain.
Cycling. Cycling is a great exercise

that also builds endurance. It is low-
impact and will help strengthen joints
and muscles. Cycling is fun and relax-
ing, so develop a good riding routine,
and get going. Do not forget to pay
close attention to safety precautions
on the road. 
Weight lifting. Weight lifting is a

great way to train if your goal is to
maintain and build muscles. Good
muscle strength can benefit you in so
many ways. Weight lifting can be done
at home or in a gym. You do not have
to have a lot of money or get a mem-
bership at an expensive fitness center.
You can lift weights at your local recre-
ation center or in your home instead of
paying for a membership.

EXERCISE IDEAS FOR YOUNG
ADULTS
Basketball. Basketball is a great

team sport. Playing will provide you
with a good aerobic workout. It is es-
pecially fun with a group of people, so
encourage others to participate with
you. Basketball improves coordination
skills and improves your athleticism.
At home, you can practice free throws
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ONE of my favorite Scriptures in the
Bible is II Corinthians 5:17—“If

any man be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away; be-
hold, all things are become new.” So it
was when God was doing a new thing
in my life. I received an invitation from
Executive Director Pastor Edwin “Tito”
Matos of Southeast New Life for Girls,
located in Westminster, Maryland, to
come share Bible lessons with a group
of women. 

My first Bible session was one
snowy Friday night over two years
ago. I remember that after a long day,
the women were eager to hear the
Word of God. Every time I met with the
women, I was reminded of God’s
grace to help us and save us when our
lives are shattered. 

New Life for Girls, Inc. (NLFG) was
started by Irma “Cookie” Rodriguez.
This sister in Christ came out of drugs,
gang life, prison, and mental institu-
tions through the ministry of Teen
Challenge (www.teenchallengeusa
.com). Led by the late Reverend David
Wilkerson, “Cookie,” as she is called,
was delivered from heroin addiction,
saved by the power of Jesus Christ,
and converted by faith. You can find
her autobiography, Please Make Me
Cry, at www.amazon.com. 

The Teen Challenge ministry, found-
ed in Brooklyn, New York, was doing a

major work in the 1950s to save male
teens from the streets and lives of
crime, drugs, and violence. Cookie was
the first female inductee of the ministry.
After a time, she went to Bible college
and returned to Teen Challenge to work
with others who were on drugs. She
met and served with her late husband,
Demi Rod riguez, also a staff member at
the ministry.

When I spoke to Cookie, she said
that she was troubled because at that
time, the model for Teen Challenge did
not have lasting effects on female drug
users, who “often left the program pre-
maturely.” Feeling a strong call from
God that women needed a different
type of program, she and her husband
set forth to acquire a twenty-seven-
acre farm in the rural hills of Dover,
Pennsylvania.

In that small community, rife with a
lucrative prostitution ring and drugs,
God began to send hurting women to
New Life not only from the surround-
ing area but from all over. NLFG was
doing groundbreaking work. At that
time, there was no other ministry of its
kind for women that was Christ-cen-
tered—that provided hope and deliv-
erance from drugs, not with “alterna-
tive methods and drugs” but through
the salvation power and message of
Jesus Christ.

NLFG grew from one girl from New
York to over thirty women living in a
communal-style ministry. It offered a
strict regimen of Bible study, counsel-
ing, educational training, prayer,
chapel services, job skills training,
evangelistic outreach through street
witnessing, and a traveling choir that
led to reentry and a purposeful life.

Mr. and Mrs. Rodriguez trusted God
for the supplies and housing for the
property and to build a cross-shaped
dormitory that would house at least
sixty to eighty women. They planned
to build a cross-shaped dormitory to
remind the women that Jesus and His
forgiveness is the answer for restora-
tion from a life of addiction to a right
relationship with God, themselves,
family, and society.

Soon news got around in the com-

munity. Local newspapers did features
on the program and the “Jesus follow-
ers” on the hill. Many people who
heard about the program got together
to help with raising funds and aware-
ness for the program’s need to build
the dormitory and to supply food and
clothing. Testimonials by women in the
program that “because of Jesus,” the
ministry of NLFG worked compared to
other drug rehabilitation programs ig-
nited the surrounding community to
help the ministry. 

Many of the women, then and now,
testified that they were (are) visibly
transformed with a new life; changed
by accepting salvation in Jesus Christ
and His forgiveness; and being cared
for by the love and care of ministry
staff, helpers, and volunteers. The cur-
rent executive director of NLFG, Rev.
Jose Pacheco, was also a Teen Chal-
lenge worker. He and his friend (who
later became his wife), Carmela
Pacheco, were serving at Teen Chal-
lenge in Brooklyn, New York, and were
friends of Demi and Cookie Rod ri guez.

Rev. Jose Pacheco stated, “We
were working together in Brooklyn at
Teen Challenge. We got married and
were on our way back to Trinity Bible
College in North Dakota when we
stopped over in Dover, Pennsylvania.
We never left.” That was in 1973.

“In fact, there was another couple
helping as staff at New Life who want-
ed to go back to Trinity College. So we
gave them our apartment and furniture
in North Dakota, and we stayed in
Dover.” 

Ten years later, Demi and Cookie
Rodriguez felt called to move to
Galveston, Texas. At the time, Rev-
erend Pacheco was serving as the di-
rector for Southwest New Life for Girls
at a newer center in Westminster.
Speaking about the departure of the
founders of NLFG, Rev. Jose said, “It
was really hard when Demi and Cook-
ie left the ministry.

“However, my wife and I were asked
by the board of directors for me to take
the post as executive director. We
prayed about it and knew what God
wanted us to do.” They said yes, and

“I’m a New Creation—a Brand-New Woman”—
The Ministry of New Life for Girls, Inc.

BY VERINDA BIRDSONG
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the program), and living life without
drugs and alcohol. The same regimen
of corporate and personal Bible study,
jobs, worship services, and counsel-
ing and support from ministry staff,
volunteers, and NLFG graduates
helps undergird the women as they
move on to the second phase.

In three to five months, women are
transferred to Dover, Pennsylvania, for
the intensive part of the restoration
program, which is the second phase. 

In Dover, still the main campus, the
women grow more in the grace and
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
(cf. II Pet. 3:18) and are also given ed-
ucational and job skill sets, including
GED preparation and computer class-
es or earning an associate degree in
Bible studies. Many volunteers come
to the aid of the ministry to provide
these services.

Rev. Pacheco admitted that it is diffi-
cult for some women to move on from
New Life. “I tell the women there is life
outside New Life and that you can do
ministry wherever the Lord places you.”
This is a major part of the third phase,
also called reentry and observation, or
“R and O.” Attention to personal prayer
and readiness to go back into society
sober, clean, and holding on to their
new life in Christ occurs in this stage.

Forty-one years after its beginning,
the ministry is still expanding. There is
no cost for women to join the program,
and they are supported by freewill do-
nations. “Medical expenses are sup-
ported by the women, their families,
and supporters of the ministry.” The
ministry is sti l l purposed to free
women from addiction, restore a
sense of self-worth, and train women
to reenter society as productive citi-
zens—free in Christ and free to do His
work in the world and be His ambas-
sadors.

New Life is in need of financial sup-
port to expand space and create new
centers. Their prison outreach ministry
is active in nine counties of Pennsyl-
vania. Women in the prison system re-
quest to go to New Life. Rev. Jose
says, “When people give, the women
feel the love of God through strangers
and gain hope and faith in God.”

To contact New Life for Girls to see
how you can help, please write them
at P.O. Box 170, Dover, Pennsylvania
17315 or by calling (717) 266-5614.
You can view current projects, month-
ly newsletters, and praise testimonials
on their Web site at www.newlifefor
girls.org. �

came in. By and by, the ministry over-
came this problem with new principles
in place to teach the women to walk by
faith and to trust God for their needs.

“After this, we are basically a cash-
only, debt-free ministry. We do not re-
ceive any state or federal funding. We
trust God to meet every need,” said
Rev. Jose. “Even when the women are
ready to leave NLFG, we teach them to
walk by faith and to get jobs to support
themselves. Some of the women who
have children are advised to get some
government assistance, but we always
remind them that it is to be temporary.”

Rev. Jose Pacheco served the min-
istry faithfully with his wife, Car mela
Pacheco, for thirty-seven years before
she went home to be with the Lord af-
ter a long battle with pancreatic can-
cer. They had three sons together. Af-
ter her passing, the Lord once again
blessed Rev. Pacheco with a beautiful
woman out of the mission of New Life
for Girls, Carol Pacheco.

The initial programming established
by the Rodriguezes for NLFG is still in
place, but it is now separated into three
phases because of growth in the min-
istry. The first phase starts at what are
now called introduction centers. There
are currently five in the United States:
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Westminster,
Maryland; Chicago, Illinois; Bronx, New
York; and Fresno, California. There is
also a New Life for Children and Moth-
ers in Glen Rock, Pennsylvania.

The first phase, where I served as a
Bible facilitator in Westminster, begins
application and entry into the pro-
gram, detoxification (before entering

Pastor Edwin “Tito” Matos and his wife,
Susan, who were serving in the public
relations department of NLFG in Dover,
Pennsylvania, went to Westminster to
serve as directors (they still do). 

In the years that followed, the cross-
shaped dormitory that was built to
have “a chapel to win souls, class-
rooms to teach them to live a victori-
ous Christian life, and a place to just
call home” was completed. In Sep-
tember 1974, three of its graduates
were featured in a local newspaper.
Norma Jean Tyler, who had been ar-
rested on murder charges, graduated
and attended Bible school. The other
two were Millie Rivera and Virginia
Gonzalez. Millie moved on to repre-
sent NLFG in the midwestern region of
the United States, and Virginia attend-
ed a Bible school in El Paso, Texas.

There are many other testimonies of
God’s power to transform the lives of
women who commit to the program.
Many go on after graduation to become
staff members, to reconnect with fami-
ly and children, to get jobs, and to ob-
tain higher levels of education.

One notable graduate, Audrey Bris -
coe, became dean of women in the
Dover location and now serves as di-
rector of the Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
New Life for Girls. Graduations are
usually held twice each year.

As with success in any organization,
there are hills to climb; but there is no
failure in God (cf. Rom. 8:28). Rev. Jose
recounts that when he took the post as
executive director, the ministry was in
debt. With prayer and the support of
the board of directors, contributions

Bible Study at New Life for Girls, Inc.
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MEMORY is a good thing. Ask any-
one who works with Alzheimer’s

patients! We cherish the good times
we had and relive those good old
days. We remember our children
when they were young and marvel at
the way they have grown so quickly
and turned into the unique individuals
they are. Good memories trigger heal-
ing and wholeness in our lives. But
strangely enough, memory can work
the other way also if we let it happen,
and it destroys the present and robs
us of the future, leaving us frustrated
and angry.

Robert could not forget his ugly di-
vorce. It had been four years; but no
matter what the topic of conversation
was, he always turned it around to
bring it back to how bad his ex-wife
had been to him. He could not sleep.
He had lost his appetite, and the hurt
he had experienced in his marriage
dominated his life. He was a slave to
his feelings and emotions even though
he was unwilling to acknowledge that
fact. He knew he had to forgive and
forget. He was the only one who was
miserable.

Sometimes it is essential to forget.
Yes, forgetting can be a good thing
when it heals an individual or a rela-
tionship. In I Corinthians 13, the “love
chapter” of the Bible, there is a state-
ment that we should take seriously.
Verse 5 says that charity (love) “thinketh
no evil.” Other translations give us the
idea that love keeps no record of
wrongs. Humanly speaking, this is hard
for us to do. The moment someone
hurts us, we think of all the things that
the person has done wrong in the past.
We dredge it all up.

When we dredge up all the past
again, it makes us feel good and self-
righteous. After all, our good deeds
and our righteousness (called “filthy
rags” in Isaiah 64:6) look good against

the backdrop of what the other person
has done to us! We often feel smug
and superior and swell with pride. We
also remember in detail all the things
that the other person has done wrong,
and we are filled with resentment. The
problem with this is that it does not
stop there. It can sometimes consume
us.

Mental health professionals tell us
that when we do not live fully in the
present, something is inherently
wrong. Yes, it is OK to think about the
past; but when the memories of the
past overwhelm the present, some-
thing is not quite right. As a pastor, I
have experienced some situations in
which someone has not overcome
the grieving stage after the death of a
loved one. This can be referred to as
“inordinate grieving,” where the
grieving is excessive and out of pro-
portion.

LET SOME THINGS GO
Some people who cannot let

things go, especially when it relates
to hurts in life and relationships, also
cannot function normally in the pres-
ent because the past lives on in the
present. The individual cannot shake
it off and set himself free to function
to his fullest. The past can become
an impediment to maximum func-
tioning in the present. Such people
think about their hurts all the time
and are filled with anger and resent-
ment. This tends to control their pri-
vate thoughts and motivates their ac-
tions.

People who have been hurt tend to
protect themselves by erecting emo-
tional walls around themselves. They
have already made up their minds that
they will never let anyone hurt them
again. They tend to lick and nurture
their wounds because it gives them a
certain sense of (false) well-being and

a bloated sense of self-righteousness.
They are often afraid to let people
back into their lives for fear of being
taken advantage of again. They often
feel they are the victims in such situa-
tions.

THE BIBLICAL SOLUTION
The Bible reminds us that we are

not to keep records of the wrongs
done to us. We are clearly instructed
to be as generous with others as our
Lord Jesus is with us. Jesus Himself
prayed while He was dying on the
cross, “Father, forgive them; for they
know not what they do” (Luke
23:34). He set the supreme example
of letting things go. In Colossians
3:13, Paul reminds us of His great
example: “[forgive] one another, if
any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also
do ye.” 

In His relationships with other peo-
ple, Jesus set people free from their
burdens and let them go free and un-
fettered. One is reminded of the
woman caught in adultery. Jesus set
her free by telling her that she was not
condemned but free to “go, and sin no
more” (John 8:11). Here Jesus also set
for us the example of forgiving the
worst of sinners. In His day, adultery
was a sin worthy of death by stoning.
For Jesus, however, there was no sin
that was not worthy of the grace of
God.

The Bible reminds us that our God
removes our sins from us “as far as
the east is f rom the west” (Ps.
103:12) and has cast them into the
deepest sea (Mic. 7:19). Just imag-
ine! The God who has the capacity to
remember every little thing on earth
has made a deliberate and conscious
decision to freely pardon us and to
never remember our sins anymore.
This is the essence of our God’s mer-
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the end of the column when it is seen
in context with the next word, “pa-
tience.”

PATIENCE
This is a compound word. Its prefix

(hupo) means “to be under,” while the
suffix (meno) means “to abide” or “re-
main.” Hence, it is an abiding under. It
is often translated by the word “endure”
in its various forms. The picture here is
of not letting adverse circumstances be
overwhelming. It means to stand firm in
the midst of difficult times.

One way to think of the word is to
imagine being at the beach and of
standing waist-deep in the ocean
when a wave crashes over you. If you
keep your feet during the encounter
with the wave, you abided under it. It
did not get the best of you. It is not so
much of a temper-challenging event,
which would require long-suffering, as
it is a test of a different sort.

A few places the word is found are
Matthew 24:13 (“endure”) and
II Corinthians 6:4 (“patience”).

Let us look at a text in which both
our words are found. First Corinthians
13 is known as the love chapter, which
Paul put in the middle of his teaching
on spiritual gifts, and in particular the
section on tongues. In verses 4-7,
Paul’s description of the attributes of
love begins with the fact that love is
long-suffering (macro-thumia). A bit
later, in verse 7, he wrote that love en-
dures all things, or abides under the
circumstances. It does not allow itself
to be overcome by whatever the situ-
ation happens to be.

For believers, use of the temper is to
be far away from the moment. We are to
exhibit strength under control. Also, be-
lievers will demonstrate the ability to
abide under the trials of life and be over-
comers. The first word is, as we have
noted, a fruit of the Spirit, while the sec-
ond is the result of a firm belief in a sov-
ereign God. Since God is sovereign, be-
lievers can commit their ways to the
Lord, knowing that He is in control! �

HOW many of us have looked back
on an event or perhaps a word

we spoke and wished we had dis-
played more patience? You can put
your hand down now, and so will I. Pa-
tience, like love, is supposed to be a
mark of a Christian, and that is the fo-
cus of this column. Let us look briefly
at two words and apply what they
mean for us as followers of Christ.

LONG-SUFFERING
The first word is “long-suffering.”

The Greek word it translates is found in
the New Testament as a noun, verb,
and adverb. It is a compound word
consisting of makro and thumos. The
prefix designates something that is
long or far away, while the suffix means
temper, wrath, or anger. Together the
words mean “long-tempered,” or one
whose anger is far away.

A few of the places where the word
is found as a noun include: Romans
2:4, where God is said to be long-suf-
fering toward sinners; 9:22 shows a
similar usage; Galatians 5:22, where it
is mentioned along with love, joy,
peace, gentleness, goodness, and faith
as a fruit of the Spirit; and I Peter 3:20,
where God is said to have been long-
suffering with mankind while Noah built
the ark. Also interesting is the fact that
thumos is listed in Galatians 5:20
(wrath) as a work of the flesh.

Long-suffering in its verbal form is
found in II Peter 3:9 where Peter wrote
that it is God’s patience, not indiffer-
ence, that delays His judgment of the
world. Peter wrote this in response to
those who mocked God’s promise to
bring about the consummation of his-
tory. They did not understand that God
is long-suffering. 

Christians are to be slow to anger,
not volatile and reactionary, when
things do not go their way. Every per-
son has a temper, and the challenge
is to keep it under control. Another
way to look at the word is that it sig-
nifies strength under control. This
will be further investigated toward

cy upon us. He has wiped out “the
handwriting of ordinances that was
against us, . . . nailing it to his cross”
(Col. 2:14). 

OUR RESPONSE
The Cross is the supreme example

of letting things go. It is the very cen-
ter of our faith. The Cross holds our
faith and our living together. When we
lose sight of the Cross, we are power-
less to be like Jesus. If Jesus set us
free from the bondage of our sins, how
can we dare to hold others captive to
theirs? If we are honest with ourselves,
we are the ones who are really captive,
for we are slaves, bound to our own re-
sentment toward the ones who have
hurt us.

When our past interferes with our
present, we become dysfunctional
from God’s perspective. When we let
things go and surrender to our God
our right to be angry, we pave the
way toward our own freedom to live
in peace and victory. The next time
we are tempted to bring up a litany of
sins belonging to the one who has
hurt us in the past, we must deter-
mine to let those things go in silence.
We can set ourselves free. We will
also be showing that person the
same grace that our Lord has shown
to us.

There is a reason that pencils
come with erasers attached to them.
They help erase our mistakes, giving
us a fresh start. It is not easy to sit
back and allow someone to hurt us,
but we do have the example of our
Lord Jesus and the way He respond-
ed when He was hurt. He made a
conscious decision to forgive. Isaiah
reminds us that when the religious
leaders verbal ly and physical ly
abused Him, “as a sheep before her
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not
his mouth” (53:7).

Some of us have an inordinate ob-
session with the past and our own
sense of hurt and pain. The way to
overcome that anger and bitterness is
to set ourselves free and start anew.
Forgiveness is never easy to give to
anyone, for we always find a need to
wallow in our pain and hurt. We find
ourselves the victims in the situation.
But victims can be turned into winners
when we turn the matter over to our
Father, as Jesus did.

Letting some things go means hum-
bling ourselves. Jesus showed us
how. �

What’s in a Word?

The Long-Suffering and 
Patience of Love

BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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WALKING with Christ is not an
easy experience. We fight a

constant battle against temptation,
against regrets, against worry and
anxiety, and against the actions of oth-
er people that might drive us to doubt
God’s love for us. 

Over four years ago, I was serving
as an unpaid intern with a youth min-
istry in Broadview Heights. To earn
money, I was working as a server, wait-
ing tables. Though it was a hard job, I
thought things were going quite well.

Then one day while I was working at
the youth group, I got a phone call say-
ing I no longer had a job at the restau-
rant. I was devastated. The next
month was very challenging for me.
The Lord used the good counsel of a
wiser and older Christian man to help
me calm down and respond with
grace instead of anger. I learned that I
am not automatically entitled to a
good job, a two-car garage, and all the
other toys and comforts of life. God
showed me that life is tough some-
times and that I need to respond to
challenges in a better way—namely, to
trust in Him for strength and then re-
solve to work hard and treat others
with grace and love.

I am sure that I am not the only one
to have challenges in life such as
these. Each one of us can point to a
time in his life during which something
was taken away and he reacted with
bitterness and selfishness, feeling that
he was entitled to that very thing that
was taken. For some, these strong
feelings may come on a weekly or
even daily basis. Some may be won-
dering how they can break the habit of
automatically responding selfishly to
life’s trials. In Scripture, we find some-
one who responded in a remarkable
way to some very intense problems.

A PERFECT AND AN UPRIGHT MAN
In the opening chapter of Job, we read

the account of a man who lived long,
long ago in the land of Uz. Scholars note
that this book is probably the first piece
of Scripture ever written, and it is hard to
imagine the thousands of years of hu-
man history between Job and us. Yet the
Bible wonderfully demonstrates that
while culture, society, and technology
change, both the joys and struggles of
being human do not.

Job had it pretty good. He was es-
sentially the wealthiest man within
hundreds, probably thousands, of
miles. At this time, wealth was meas-
ured not in silver or gold but in the
breadth of one’s land and the number
of livestock—of which Job had thou-
sands upon thousands. I am a city
boy, so I have very little knowledge of
animal husbandry, but I can imagine
that the average farm in America
would not be adequate space for
Job’s animals to live and graze and
grow. He also had ten children, seven
of them sons, giving him even more
prominence in his community.

Notice three things in this opening
chapter of Job. The first is that Job
was a real person and that this book
was written as an example for the fol-
lowers of God for ages to come—in-
cluding us. We should be careful to
study this example and copy Job’s
faithfulness in our lives.

Second, Job was faithful in seeking
God, knowing Him more, and living
righteously. The opening verse even
says, “That man was perfect and up-
right, and one that feared God, and es-
chewed evil” (Job 1:1). Being blame-
less, Job had developed a good
reputation; being upright, there was no
question that Job’s decisions and re-
lationships were honest and stemmed

from selfless motivation. Job fought
against temptation; he fled selfish
thoughts, attitudes, and actions; and
he feared God, worshipping Him and
sacrificing to Him. 

Notice how Job’s genuine love of God
is expressed in his care and concern for
his children. Even after his children were
grown, he still had a deep concern for
their relationship with God. Job 1:5
reads, “Job sent and sanctified them.” In
other words, Job did not forget about his
children’s spiritual care. He intentionally
communicated with them, imploring
them not to forget God or to think light-
ly of Him in the midst of their regular
feasts and celebrations. 

In his commentary, Matthew Henry
wrote that Job “called them to the
solemn exercises of religion” and “or-
dered them to examine their own con-
sciences and repent of what they had
done amiss in their feasting” (Matthew
Henry’s Commentary on the Whole
Bible, Zondervan). 

Job was surrounded by riches be-
yond imagination, yet he feared God
and shunned evil. How hard is that! It is
so difficult for a man surrounded by
riches each and every day to fight off the
temptation to be distracted and give
more attention to the pleasure of tem-
porary things than to the eternal Lord of
the universe. Even Jesus said in
Matthew 19:23, “Verily I say unto you,
That a rich man shall hardly enter into
the kingdom of heaven.” But Job did!

Notice the connection. As he
thought of his younger days and his
children enjoying their time of youth,
Job was concerned that they might
dishonor God either in their thoughts
or in their actions. So he interceded for
them as well and encouraged them to
be set apart to their God.

Job 1:5 also says, “Thus did Job

Sermon

Faith Before and After Trial: Job 1:1-22
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as Job did—through worship. Worship
does not include just singing; in a gen-
eral sense, it means to ascribe to God
glory, praise, and adoration. In
essence, this is acting toward God in
a way that He deserves and ascribing
to Him praise for who He is. Job re-
sponded to his trials by declaring God
to be a just God, completely within His
rights to take away from Job because
it was a gift in the first place.

Job knew that he had not brought
anything into his life and that he would
not take anything with him at death.
He had an eternal perspective. He had
taken his eyes off his stuff and his sup-
posed rights and turned them toward
God. When things do not go your way,
worship God.

In church services and prayer meet-
ings, we ascribe to God glory, love,
and goodness; yet somehow when
things do not go our way, we often turn
God into a cold, distant, un loving De-
ity in our minds. This should not be!
God is always the same God. Worship
Him the same way by ascribing the
same things to Him that He is worthy
of. Your circumstances may change,
but His love does not.

“But that doesn’t seem right!” some
may say. “Doesn’t God want me to be
happy? Don’t I have the right to be
comfortable, to feel secure, and to en-
joy life?”

God wants you to know Him above
all else. Trials are often God’s way of
taking away from us those very things
that are distracting us from knowing
Him more. John Piper put it this way:
“Yes, God wants you happy. But he
doesn’t do it with circumstances. He
does it with himself. He does it with the
gospel. And he does it in and through
circumstances.

“This is a call for faith—huge faith—
that God is good, God is for us, and
God is using all these things for our
deep happiness now and our perfect,
unsullied happiness forever in the age
to come” (“If God Wants Me to Be
Happy, Why Do I Have So Much Suf-
fering,” www.desiringgod.com).

So when the trials come, when
things are taken away, it should be our
glorious goal to consistently respond,
“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath tak-
en away; blessed be the name of the
Lord” (Job 1:21). This anthem is not
easy to say, but by pursuing God con-
sistently and having the right perspec-
tive on our rights, we shall find the
strength to respond in the same man-
ner as Job. �

First, we should understand that
Job is a real example for us and that if
he could respond with grace to the
greatest hardships in life, so we can
respond with grace to the compara-
tively small trials we encounter. We
have it so good in our lives compared
to Job when he faced his trials. 

Second, we should be consistent in
seeking God, no matter what the cir-
cumstances may be. Lay a good foun-
dation by seeking God through spiritual
disciplines—meditating on Scripture,
prayer, worship, fasting. The more we
genuinely and humbly seek communion
with God through Jesus Christ, the
more the words of a classic hymn ring
true: “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, / Look
full in His wonderful face, / And the
things of earth will grow strangely dim, /
In the light of His glory and grace” (Lem-
mel, “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”).

This is hard for many to hear, but it is
something I had to learn in my walk with
Christ and something that is manifest-
ed in the testimony of Job: In relation to
God’s sovereignty, we have no right to
our possessions or our health. The truth
is that our next breath is a gift from God
and something we do not deserve. Ro-
mans 6:23 says that the wages of sin is
death; so if we got what we deserve, all
of us would be in hell right now, sepa-
rated from God forever.

Now, this does not mean that we are
called to be doormats. If you want
pickles on your burger, you have the
freedom to ask for pickles. If you know
that you should be getting more mon-
ey on your tax return, you have a right
to communicate that information to
the IRS. If something is stolen, you
have a right to press charges because
you have a right to that property as it
relates to society. Our country was es-
tablished on the idea that every human
being is given inalienable rights to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

What we often do not realize is that
these inalienable rights can still be
achieved even if our pleasures and de-
sires in life are not fulfilled. Even if we
do not always have job security, or lots
of money, or good health, we can still
pursue life and freedom through our
Lord and Saviour, no matter what the
situation may be.

Pursue the Lord on a consistent ba-
sis. Take courage from the words of
Paul in Philippians 4:13: “I can do all
things through Christ which strength-
eneth me.” This includes the strength
to pursue God no matter what.

Third, learn how to respond to trials

continually.” Even amid the distractions
of life and managing great wealth, Job
made adequate time to worship and
sacrifice. This consistency gave Job a
strong foundation in keeping his eyes
on the Lord. This really gives us no ex-
cuse at all for not managing our time
well as it relates to communing with
God. Job’s response during trials
would not have been one of grace if he
had not understood God and wor-
shipped Him with such fervor and con-
sistency before the trials came.

Third, Job responded to difficulties
with worship. This does not mean
thanking God for pain or trials in and of
themselves; rather, it means recogniz-
ing God for who He is. He was just in al-
lowing Job to suffer, and He had a di-
vine reason for allowing that suffering.

WORSHIP OUT OF PAIN
After explaining this strong life foun-

dation, the Bible goes on in detail to
describe the tragedies that overcame
Job. In minutes, Job lost all his pos-
sessions as well as many servants and
every one of his children. In his haughty
challenge to God, Satan had murdered
people and wiped out wealth. Yet Job
did not respond in a fit of rage; rather,
he “fell down upon the ground, and
worshipped, and said, Naked came I
out of my mother’s womb, and naked
shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be
the name of the Lord” (Job 1:20-21).

Sadly, I cannot say that I would re-
spond this way. Yet Job knew that
possessions are only temporary and
that he would leave the world with as
much as he carried into it—namely,
nothing. He also saw that the Lord is
just in taking away possessions, be-
cause He is the One who gave. 

LIVING OUT THE FAITH OF JOB
TODAY

Responding this way seems almost
impossible. How can Christians today
live out Job’s example? I am con-
vinced that if a man surrounded by
wealth could still praise the name of
the Lord when all that wealth was tak-
en from him, so we in twenty-first-cen-
tury America can worship God when
things are taken from us.

If Job responded to pain, agony, and
loss with grace, how do we respond
likewise to times in our lives when
something is taken away? We should
do at least three things, in relation to
the three observations from Job 1.
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DANIEL’S prayer in chapter 9 of the
book bearing his name offers in-

sights not only into the life of the
aged prophet and his people but also
on one very important principle of
prayer we need to understand. Al-
though we may not face the dilem-
mas or spiritual warfare he encoun-
tered, we can learn much from his
prayer. 

For nearly seventy years, Israel had
suffered captivity in Babylon for fail-
ing to keep God’s covenant with
them. They had embraced the hea-
then idolatry and immorality of the
people who inhabited the nations
around them. They were guilty of the
martyrdom of the prophets God had
sent to them. They had betrayed the
Lord who had given them so many
blessings and provided for them even
though they did not deserve His
grace and mercy. Those blessings re-
quired faith, obedience, and a desire
to please Him. Hebrews 11:6 reminds
us that it is impossible to please God
if we do not have faith. Daniel’s peo-
ple apparently did not care about
pleasing God.

They had rejected the steadfast love
of the Lord, and their fickleness and
disloyalty brought calamity upon
them. God had blessed them; but
rather than take advantage of the
blessing of God, they tried to take ad-
vantage of God. They took from Him
but then gave hypocritical and shallow
allegiance to Him. 

Perhaps the disobedient and faith-
less Israelites thought He had not no-
ticed their duplicity. They were wrong!
God judged them with seventy years
of captivity in Babylon. Since they
would not honor His known will—His
commandments and ordinances—He
took from them the joy and freedom of
abiding with Him in the Promised
Land. Disobedience has its conse-
quences.

Although we might find many prin-
ciples of prayer in the life of Daniel,
one stands out. It is a principle that

is little understood or practiced by
believers even today. The principle is
that God works through the prayers
of His children to accomplish His
will.

On the surface, it appears to be a
principle all believers would find ac-
ceptable. However, it is one that
could easily be misunderstood. In a
day such as ours—when some
prominent Christian speakers and
writers challenge us to think big and
expect God to work miraculously to
provide cars and homes and funding
for our dreams—we might easily mis-
read the principle. Perhaps we have
too often confused God’s will with our
own. Daniel did not understand life
that way.

A captive of Babylon himself,
Daniel was a man of continual prayer.
That alone would be an uplifting
prayer principle. Still, it is not the
principle upon which we are focus-
ing.

Daniel was a man of the Word. He
apparently had access to some of
the writings of the Prophet Jeremiah.
When he read in Jeremiah 29:10 that
the Babylonian judgment would last
seventy years, he began to pray. He
did not choose the theological loop-
hole we sometimes take. We assume
prayer is not necessary when God
has already decided what He is go-
ing to do. God had already revealed
His intention to set His people free
from captivity at the end of the sev-
enty years of bondage in Babylon.
Daniel claimed God’s promise. He
prayed, “God, this is what You prom-
ised. Now I ask You to please do
what You have already purposed to
do.”

Please note that in claiming God’s
promise, Daniel repeated very care-
fully the details of God’s character
and His purposes. Why? God does
not need information. The One who
made all things, who knows the end
from the beginning, does not need
the details we give Him. He who is

complete in Himself does not need to
be reminded of His attributes. This
confuses some believers, so we
need to clarify. 

The purpose of prayer is not to re-
mind God but to inform us. It is not to
get Him on the same page with us but
to position us to be in conformity with
His will and purposes. We need to re-
mind ourselves of this fact when we
pray. God does not need to be re-
minded; we do.

Remember that the Saviour focused
our attention on this same principle
when He modeled prayer for us in
Matthew 6. He emphasized that the
purpose of prayer was God’s will, not
ours. It is His kingdom that is impor-
tant, not the one we set up for our-
selves. The most common mistake
Christians make in prayer is assuming
that somehow we are directing God to
do what we want Him to do. We have
confused “God cares about His chil-
dren” with “God is my errand boy to do
whatever I ask Him to do as long as I
add the words ‘In Jesus’ name’ to my
list.”

Some may say, “The epistle of
James tells us we do not have be-
cause we do not ask. So I am making
a long list for God.” While it is true
that James reminded us that we need
to ask God to meet our needs rather
than fight with each other, he went on
to make it clear that we also do not
have because we ask with the wrong
motives. The purpose of prayer is to
put ourselves in the center of God’s
will for His glory. That is where Daniel
put himself, and that is what his
prayer teaches us about how we
should pray.

Like Daniel,  we need to be in
God’s Word regularly to know His
desire for the lives of His children.
Knowing what He desires to do, we
should pray that He will accomplish
His will and use us in the process.
That is the way God works through
us. �

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

Daniel’s Prayer of Confession
BY JOSEPH FALKNER, D.MIN. 
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road where He began to ride in triumph
into Jerusalem. He did not travel its en-
tire distance to Jericho, but near
Bethany on the Mount of Olives He as-
cended into heaven (Luke 24:50-51).
Whatever hope of some kind of gov-
ernment on earth with Him at its head
faded with His ascension. The One
some hoped would usher in the king-
dom did not—at least, not at that time.

But that is not the end of the story. He
promised to return, and Zechariah 14:4
indicates that He will return to the same
place from which He left. Is that just a
curious fact of history and prophecy? It
does fit a pattern of the legitimate gov-
ernment leaving and returning.

Hebrews 9:27-28 says, “And as it is
appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment: so Christ was
once offered to bear the sins of many;
and unto them that look for him shall
he appear the second time without sin
unto salvation.” We often quote this
evangelistically to encourage some-
one to believe in Christ. But the paral-
lel regarding Christ is that He came the
first time to provide salvation from
sin’s condemnation; the second time
He will come to rule. This is a joyous
blessing to those who believe in Him
and love Him; to others, it is fearful.

Will He bring a government then?
Yes. Zechariah 14:9 says, “And the Lord
shall be king over all the earth.” Revela-
tion 19:11-21 describes how He will re-
turn to defeat the armies of the kings of
the earth. He will be given a govern-
mental title of highest prestige: “KING
OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

Revelation 20 continues the story
with Jesus Christ establishing His thou-
sand-year kingdom and finally crushing
a rebellion to usher in eternity.

The ascent of Adummim, for all
practical purposes, is only a large
ditch; but its road provided passage to
the great king David and the last king
Zedekiah until Jesus will return to that
same area to bring in the one govern-
ment that will be established on spiri-
tual principles and glorify the God of
heaven. �

bottom of the canyon, but it parallels the
canyon on the ridge above. Today, a
suburb of about 40,000 people, four
miles east of Jerusalem, called “Ma’ale
Adumim” is named after that canyon. 

King David passed that way as he
fled his son Absalom’s pursuit (II Sam.
15:14—18:33). It was on that road that
Shimei cursed and threw stones at him
(16:5-13). David returned the same
way (19:15-23). Some centuries later,
Zedekiah left Jerusalem by the same
road (II Kings 25:1-6).

The ascent of Adummim achieved a
sort of political association. When the
legitimate government left Judah with
David, that was the way it took. When
it returned, that was the way again.
When it left with Zedekiah, it left simi-
larly—but so permanently that today it
has not yet returned. 

However, it is the same route Jesus
took when He traveled to Jerusalem,
where He would later face trials and
death but also His resurrection. You
can observe His progress in Luke 19:1,
11, 28-29, 37, 45 (cf. Matt. 20:2—
21:12; Mark 10:46—11:11).

And how was He perceived as He
rode in on the foal of a donkey?
Matthew 21:4-5 is the fulfillment of the
prophecy in Zechariah 9:9, part of which
says, “Thy King cometh unto thee.” The
crowds shouted, “Hosanna to the son
of David” (Matt. 21:9)  with messianic
acclaim that Jesus accepted. From all
appearances, He was at that time bring-
ing the new government that so many of
the Jews hoped He would. The route He
took lent credibility to that perception.
Yet He wept over the city because the
people misunderstood the great oppor-
tunity before them (Luke 19:41-44) and
instead crucified Him (23:33).

Of course, He was not mistaken as to
His purpose in coming to Jerusalem. He
was abused greatly and crucified as the
God-appointed sacrifice for the sins of
the people. But three days later, He rose
again and appeared to many people
over a forty-day period. At the end of
that time, He ascended to heaven.

How did He go? He left by the same

GEOGRAPHY was not a major in-
terest of mine. Yet when I studied

in Israel several years ago, I was im-
mediately made aware of its impact on
the movement of people for business,
religious, military, and other purposes. 

Jesus made use of one geographical
feature at least two times and will again
when He returns. Certainly many others
used it as well, but He used it with sig-
nificance, and that significance began
back in the Old Testament.

The name of the geographical fea-
ture highlighted here is tucked away in
obscurity and not widely known to cur-
rent readers. It appears by name in
Joshua 15:7 and 18:17 as the ascent of
Adummim. The passages describe the
border separating the tribes of Judah
and Benjamin. Willis J. Beecher wrote, 

“The ascent of Adummim” is one
of the numerous landmarks men-
tioned in defining the northern
border of Judah westward from
the mouth of the Jordan to
Jerusalem, and in defining the
southern border of Benjamin
eastward from Jerusalem to the
mouth of the Jordan. . . . It is iden-
tified with the gorge part of the
road from Jericho up to
Jerusalem. Its present name is
Tala ‘at-ed-Dumm, “ascent of
blood.” The stone is marked by
“curious red streaks,” a phenom-
enon which probably accounts
for both the ancient and the mod-
ern names, and for other similar
names which have been applied
to the locality. It is the scene of our
Saviour’s story of the Good
Samaritan, and tradition of course
locates the inn to which the
Samaritan brought the wounded
man (Orr, ed., International Stan-
dard Encyclopedia, Howard-Sev-
erance Company, 1915). 
A good satellite topographical map,

such as those found in the Satellite Bible
Atlas: Historical Geography of the Bible
(William Schlegel, 2012) will show a
canyon serving to connect Jericho to
Jerusalem. The road is not usually at the

The Life and Times of Jesus

The Ascent of Adummim
BY ARLIE D. RAUCH
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INTRODUCTION
Psalm 8 is a hymn of praise to God.

It begins and ends with the identical
phraseology. This repetition empha-
sizes that our Lord is worthy of our
praise to Him.

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD
In the first three verses of Psalm 8,

David extolled the Lord of creation as
sovereign and, indeed, majestic. As
verse 1 indicates, the name of the Lord
is “excellent.” Let us bear in mind that
as believers, we can incorporate these
words into our daily prayer lives as
well!

God’s glory has been set above the
heavens. Think of this: God, the Sov-
 ereign Lord, is outside al l  t ime,
space, and matter. He created all that
is in the far-flung universe—galaxies,
planets, moons, and stars. In Gene-
sis 1:1 Moses wrote, “In the begin-
ning God created the heaven and the
earth.” These words spell the doom
of the theory of evolution, with its
crass and bold assumption that sim-
ply declares that all of this came out
of nothing!

Psalm 8:2 declares, “Out of the
mouth of babes and sucklings hast
thou ordained strength.” It can be said
that from nursing babies to heavenly
bodies, God is sovereign over all!

Another theme here is that there is
strength even in weakness! Related
to this are the words of I Corinthians
1:25, 27: “Because the foolishness
of God is wiser than men; and the
weakness of God is stronger than
men. . . . But God hath chosen the
foolish things of the world to con-
found the wise; and God hath cho-
sen the weak things of the world to
confound the th ings which are
mighty.”

Psalm 8:3 considers the concept
of heavenly bodies. An interesting
thought is found in the phrase “thy
fingers.” God’s sovereign power is

expressed with that phrase. Consid-
er the striking words that were writ-
ten in Daniel 5:5 and the ultimate
meaning of that cryptic message
(vss. 26-28).

The words of Psalm 139:6 can eas-
ily be applied here when we consid-
er God’s greatness. “Such knowl-
edge is too wonderful for me; it is
high, I cannot attain unto it.” Surely
the wonders that we actually can
see—such as the stars and moon at
night—are only on the fringes, so to
speak, of the knowledge and glory of
God!

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF MAN
In verses 4-8 of Psalm 8, David

commented carefully about human
beings in the light of the greatness of
God. He began with these words:
“What is man, that thou art mindful of
him? and the son of man, that thou vis-
itest him?”

First, notice the significance of man
in the order of the Creation. Hear the
words of Psalm 8:5: “For thou hast
made him a little lower than the angels,
and hast crowned him with glory and
honour.”

Man’s assignment, so to speak, in
the actual order of Creation is “a little
lower than the angels.” Compare this
with the words of Revelation 22:8-9.
When the Apostle John finished
recording the massive truths in this
book, he “fell down to worship before
the feet of the angel which shewed
[him] these things. Then saith he unto
me, See thou do it not: for I am thy fel-
lowservant, and of thy brethren the
prophets, and of them which keep the
sayings of this book: worship God.”

What a great fact this is! Both men
and angels together are worshippers of
our great God and Saviour, the Triune
God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!

Second, notice the glory of man in
the governorship of the earth. The
Psalmist David narrated as follows:

“Thou madest him to have dominion
over the works of thy hands; thou hast
put all things under his feet” (Ps. 8:6).
The first realm mentioned is animal
life. Verse 7 points this out: “All sheep
and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the
field” are under man’s governance.

The second realms mentioned are
the sky and the sea. Psalm 8:8 desig-
nates these realms—“the fowl of the
air, and the fish of the sea”—in other
words, birds and marine life. These
realms can still be seen.

Truly the Bible has timeless truth
spanning centuries. Think about cer-
tain things done in our world today.
Through selective breeding and con-
trolling, farmers are able to raise sheep
for wool and meat. Think of the annu-
al shearing of sheep as wool from the
sheep is harvested, so to speak, and
transformed into woolen garments
and other clothing items.

Consider also the thriving fishing in-
dustry. Commercial fishing harvests
the sea, and our supermarkets sell re-
ally delicious products like tilapia and
shrimp. Seafood restaurants abound
throughout the world and feature all
types of fish on their menus.

There is one other matter worth
mentioning—the little phrase “and
whatsoever passeth through the
paths of the seas” (Ps. 8:8). Wherev-
er the Bible touches the realm of sci-
entific truth, it is indeed accurate.
The “paths of the seas” emphasizes
that all creatures of the seas, no
matter where they travel, no matter
how powerful they are, are all sub-
ject to man.

The psalmist clearly demonstrated
the significance of man; however, it is
only in light of God’s sovereign mag-
nificence. Thus, the entire psalm fit-
tingly closes with a reemphasis of
God’s greatness. His name alone is
the most excel lent in a l l  the
earth! �

Meditations in Psalms

Praise to God
BY FREDERIC R. HOWE, TH.D.
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cleansed (21:12-13). The Gospel of
John refers twice to “my Father’s
house” (in 14:2 and in 2:16, where it
again refers to the Jerusalem temple).
The earthly temple, as God’s “house,”
is a picture of God’s eternal house.
Observe that in all these verses, the
word “house” is singular. Just as the
earthly temple had various “rooms” in
it, so God’s heavenly house has many
“abiding places” in it for His children.

The picture that would have been in
the minds of the disciples as Jesus
spoke these words would have been
of a wealthy man’s house in Israel. The
average Israelite in Jesus’ day lived in
a small house, some of which were
only about nine-by-twelve feet in size.

A wealthy man’s house, however,
was very large, and this is the picture in
John 14. The house was built with
rooms surrounding a large courtyard,
which was the center of the home’s ac-
tivities. A locked door was usually at-
tended to by a servant (cf. Acts 12:13).
A well or fountain was often there. All
the surrounding rooms (“mansions”)
opened into the courtyard. A special
room was prepared for the owner, and
particular rooms were assigned to each
family member. As the family grew larg-
er, through added children or the mar-
riages of sons, who continued to live
there, additional rooms were built and
prepared for each one. Jesus said that
He was going to heaven to prepare a
place for the disciples. Each one who
knows the Lord is a part of His family.

The stress in John 14 is on unity in
the family of God and intimate fellow-
ship among its members. They are
dwelling as His children in the glory of
the uninterrupted presence of God.
The emphasis is not on any magnifi-
cence of our “gold mansion” but on
our harmonious, eternal relationship
within the family of God. �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Q. What will our mansions be like in
heaven (John 14:2)?
A. The word “mansions” in this verse
often causes Christians to misunder-
stand what Jesus said. Ira F. Stanphill’s
song “Mansion Over the Hilltop” (1949)
perpetuated this erroneous thought.
As a result, many think of heaven as
some type of southern plantation, with
elaborate houses spread around its
long, tree-lined driveways, and large
verandas with white pillars stretching
across their fronts. None of this is what
Jesus declared.

The English word “mansion” has its
origins in Latin and French. In Middle
English, it simply meant “an abiding”
or “abode” (1325–1375). It referred to
a place of residence. Later, the word
came to be applied to a large and im-
posing house with many rooms. But
when the King James Version was
completed (1611), it still retained the
idea of an abode.

The word “mansions” in John 14:2 is
translated from the Greek term mone¯�,
which simply means “rooms” or
“dwelling places.” It is also used in verse
23, where Jesus said that He and the Fa-
ther will make their “abode,” their
dwelling place, with those who love Him.

At the time Jesus spoke what is writ-
ten in John 14, His disciples must have
been frustrated and confused. Jesus
had recently told them that He would
die (12:32-33), that one of them was a
traitor (13:18, 21), that He would soon
depart from them (vs. 33), and that Pe-
ter would deny Him (vss. 36-38). In ad-
dition, Luke adds that Satan was
working against them all (cf. 22:31-
32). Had not these men left all to fol-
low Him (cf. Mark 10:28)? No wonder
they needed words of comfort!

Jesus told them directly not to be
troubled (John 14:1). They had confi-
dence (believed) in God, and they
were also to believe and have confi-
dence in Him. He then said, “In my Fa-
ther’s house are many mansions” (vs.
2). God’s “house” is sometimes iden-
tified in the New Testament as the Old
Testament tabernacle (Matt. 12:4) and
as the Jerusalem temple, which Jesus

Bible Bookmark

Mansions in Heaven
BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET

“Be Still, and Know”
(PSALM 46:10)

Let us be still and know our God,
Whatever may betide;

Ask not for more than is His will,
And then in Him abide.

He is our Refuge, present Help,
Tho earth’s foundations shake;

When troubled waters roar and foam,
Our spirits shall not quake.

There is a river, streams of which
Shall make our dwelling glad,

For in the midst of ev’rything
Is God, His joy to add.

The Lord of Hosts is with us now,
And shall be till the end;

So we’ll be still, and thankful, too,
For all His love may send. �

—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.
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IF you listen to Christian radio, you 
have doubtless heard his reassuring

voice introducing a sermon, hosting a
radio program, or conducting an inter-
view with a Christian leader.

Wayne Shepherd’s soothing vocal
tone is heard countless times every day
around the world on numerous Chris-
tian radio programs. Looking back on
his life, one realizes that events could
not have unfolded any other way.

HE SHALL DIRECT THY PATHS
The vision for this lifetime of Christian

broadcasting came during an encounter
one Sunday morning at First Baptist
Church in Lapeer, Michigan. Shepherd’s
voice was changing, and one respected
member had noticed his new sound.

“This kid belongs in radio,” the man
said, unwittingly helping to set a ca-
reer path in motion.

“I looked up to him more than he
probably knew,” said Shepherd. “That
stuck. From that point on, I never
thought of doing anything but radio.”

His passion for a career in radio
goes back even further.

“As a child, I was always drawn to
radio,” Shepherd stated. “I was the kid
that was always lying in bed at night
with the headset listening to every sta-
tion that I could pull in.”

He got his first taste of radio pro-
duction in sixth grade, when he was
chosen to be a voice in a drama re -
corded in a neighboring church that
had a radio station in its basement.

BEFORE I FORMED THEE I KNEW
THEE

Shepherd was born in Flint, Michi-
gan, in January 1952.

“I was born to unmarried teenagers
and was given up for adoption at ten
days of age,” he said. “I have what
they call nonidentifying information. I
know they were from Canada. When a
girl got pregnant in those days, she
was sent away.

“I was adopted by a couple in Michi-
gan. They never hid from me the fact
that I was adopted, so I knew from ear-
liest memory that I was.”

Shepherd’s adoptive father was an
autoworker. The family was very poor.
Their home had no indoor plumbing un-
til he was eight. Shepherd attended a
one-room country school near Lapeer
for kindergarten through fourth grade.

“My folks were not Christians, but I
was always sent to church,” he stated.

The Lord provided Shepherd with a
larger family—a godly uncle and aunt
and their two sons (one nearly the
same age as he was) and daughter.

“We were close and grew up like three
brothers and a sister,” he said. “We went
camping every summer for weeks on
end—a lot of great memories there.”

Shepherd came to believe in Christ
as his Saviour following a Sunday
school lesson at the church when he
was about seven years old.

“I remember going home after the les-
son that morning and kneeling by my bed
and asking Christ into my heart,” he said.

Shepherd’s adoptive mother pro-
fessed faith in Christ when Wayne was
a young teenager. His father had always
felt hindered from going to church, as he
had previously been divorced. During
Shepherd’s teenage years, however, he
also professed faith. The secure home
environment allowed Shepherd to enjoy
his adoptive family without searching for
more information about his birth par-
ents: “It was not as common in my era
of growing up to know all the facts of

your biological background, and being
part of a loving, secure family meant
that I never really had questions or
needed to know more.”

A TIME TO SPEAK
When it came time to choose a col-

lege, Shepherd, whose home church
was in fellowship with the General As-
so ciation of Regular Baptist Church-
es , picked Cedarville College (now
Cedarville University) because the
school had a radio station.

“I joke that at Cedarville I went to class
once in a while but I always went to the
radio station,” he said with a laugh.

“It was all student-operated at that
time,” Shepherd stated. “The students
were all the announcers, and they ran
the station. So I went on the air in 1970
at Cedarville.”

WCDR was begun in the 1960s by
David Jeremiah and by Paul Gathany,
who had since gone on staff at the
school as the station manager.

“He was just a dear guy,” Shepherd
said of Gathany. “He took me under
his wing and made me student man-
ager. I really cut my eyeteeth on radio
there. I basically did news and station-
break announcing.”

When he was a sophomore, the
school began a broadcasting major.
Shepherd jumped at the opportunity
to pursue his long-chosen career path. 

He also gained practical experience
on the job. “In 1973, a tornado struck
Xenia, Ohio, and hit the campus of
Cedarville. That gave me experience in
a disaster situation.” Shepherd remem-
bers learning how radio could provide
a vital service during a disaster—a les-
son he was reminded of when he was
called on to broadcast during the
events of September 11, 2001.

Shepherd also split his time by
working at another Christian radio sta-
tion, WEEC.

“When I graduated, I worked for the
college for one year and joined Paul at
the radio station,” he said.

Testimonies of Faith

Wayne Shepherd: 
Enduring Enthusiasm for Christian Radio

BY PAUL J. SCHARF, M.DIV.

Wayne Shepherd
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to set up the message that followed.
“Radio is a relationship; so if you can

model a relationship with the speaker,
it’s far better, I think,” stated Shepherd.
He also served as the host for Stowell on
the weekly program “Moody Presents.”

THE LORD GAVE THE WORD:
GREAT WAS THE COMPANY OF
THOSE THAT PUBLISHED IT

Shepherd worked at Moody Radio
for nearly thirty-three years, until 2007.
Today he channels his efforts through
Wayne Shepherd Communications
and is also a member of National Re-
ligious Broadcasters.

He continues to host several national
and international daily and weekly
Bible-teaching and talk programs. He
also travels to cover special events and
does his own weekly interview program,
“First Person with Wayne Shepherd.”

“When I left Moody, I missed live ra-
dio, and I missed working with a large
team to accomplish radio,” he said.
“To create special programs with them
was a real joy.”

To fill that void, Shepherd still does
some freelance work for Moody Radio.
For instance, in 2012, he anchored the
election night coverage on the network.
He has also cohosted “One Cry Prayer
Summit” for the National Day of Prayer,
which received the 2013 Radio Program
of the Year Award from NRB. Shepherd
was also part of the team that received
the same award in 2014 for the radio
program “Parenting Today’s Teens.”

“I bump into people every day that
still think I work at Moody,” he joked.

“I heard a very clear call from the
Lord that my time at Moody was over,”
Shepherd said. “God used circum-
stances to make that happen. God
called me into what I am doing now.
He had to kind of pry my fingers off of
what I was holding on to.”

Shepherd stays busy assisting
Christian organizations and fills holes
in his schedule by providing the voice
for Christian audiobooks. He has also
done some work for secular compa-
nies, but he prefers using his gifts pri-
marily for Christian broadcasting. In
the past forty years, he has spoken
with or for many Christian leaders.

Wayne and Becky have two children.
Their daughter, Jennifer, is a public
school teacher who often spends her
summers teaching English in China as a
ministry. Their son, Levi, works for the
U.S. State Department along with his
wife, Mary Ann. �

role. That changed with the develop-
ment of national interview programs
on the Moody Radio Network. His
voice began to be heard across the
country, and he became captivated
with the power of the interview format.

“When we did ‘Open Line’ it was like
you were listening to a local program,
even though it was coming from
Chicago,” he said.

Other Moody programs in that genre
included “Music Thru the Night,”
“Prime-Time America,” and “Mid day
Connection.” Shepherd was involved in
these as well as with coverage of special
events, such as Moody Founder’s Week.

I WILL SPEAK OF EXCELLENT
THINGS

Moody Radio allowed Shepherd to do
freelance broadcasting, which set him
on the course for which he has become
best-known. His first such position was
as the host of the weekly half-hour pro-
gram “Josh McDowell Radio.” Shep-
herd learned to enjoy the role of “bring-
ing out the speaker,” as well as traveling
and the opportunities that came with it.

“It was an all-around great experi-
ence. I met so many interesting people
that we interviewed on Josh’s show—
people whom I count as friends today.”

That opportunity also led to the be-
ginning of Shepherd’s international
work with McDowell and Campus Cru-
sade for Christ after Russia became
accessible to the gospel following the
collapse of the Soviet Union.

“That opened up the world to me in
terms of having more of a global mis-
sions perspective, which is a big part
of what I do now,” said Shepherd. “I
really have a heart for radio outside the
United States.”

Shepherd currently serves on the
boards of Far East Broadcasting Com-
pany and Peter Deyneka Russian Min-
istries.

Of the many programs that Shepherd
has hosted, there is one that he views
as having the biggest impact on Chris-
tian broadcasting. Shepherd served as
the host of “Proclaim!” for nine years
with former Moody Bible Institute pres-
ident Joseph Stowell, whom Shepherd
remembered from his days at Cedarville
College. Then Stowell was a young pas-
tor starting a church in the area.

“‘Proclaim!’ began the conversa-
tional approach to Bible training,”
Shepherd said, referring to the con-
versations that he and Stowell would
have at the beginning of the program

SPEAK THE PRAISE OF THE LORD
“My social life revolved around ra-

dio. [That was where] I met my wife
(Becky), who was a student secretary
for Paul,” Shepherd said. “I had joked
that if I was going to find a wife, she
had to be at the radio station, because
that is the only thing I did.”

The couple began dating in Shep-
herd’s sophomore year and were mar-
ried in 1973 in Findley, Ohio. They
soon embarked on an experience that
was foreign to both of them.

“By that time I had settled the fact that
the Lord was calling me to Christian ra-
dio,” stated Shepherd. “When it became
clear that I should take that on, I sent an
application to WCRF in Cleveland.”

Shepherd said he could see himself
working in Cleveland, but what hap-
pened next was quite a surprise. The
management at WCRF sent his infor-
mation to WMBI in Chicago, where
there was a job opening.

“I didn’t know anything about WMBI
or Moody,” Shepherd confided. “We
were hired, and it was a traumatic ex-
perience for us to move to the city,” he
said. “My wife grew up on a farm. I
grew up in the country. It was a huge,
scary experience.”

Shepherd began on air by doing sta-
tion breaks; but after two years, WMBI
made him the assistant manager of the
local station. That was in 1976, shortly
before the radio industry began experi-
encing a series of technological ad-
vances that have continued ever since.

“In 1980, radio changed dramatical-
ly with satellite,” stated Shepherd.

Moody Radio soon became a leader
in utilizing this new technology, and
Shepherd became broadcast program
manager.

“Satellite totally reorganized the whole
Moody programming schedule,” Shep-
herd remembered. “In 1981, I was given
a blank slate. Moody said, ‘Here are
twenty-four hours of open programming
to fill. What are we going to fill it with?’

“To me, it was akin to the Old West
when the telegraph arrived,” he contin-
ued, his excitement still apparent. “That
is what the opening up of satellite did for
Christian radio too. When something
happened in one part of the country, the
church could know about it in another
part of the country, and it could speed
revival. That was the thinking.” Satellite
also aided in the development of na-
tional news and talk programs.

Shepherd was on the air regularly at
WMBI, but he did not have a specific
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MOST of the bustling crowd in the 
marketplace of Jos, in western

Nigeria, were used to the man who
climbed to the top of a rock every noon
to preach to them in the Hausa lan-
guage. Just over five feet tall and bald,
the white man needed a helper to hold
up the picture of Jesus for all to see. 

As he preached boldly, the gospel
often infuriated some listeners. One
man hurled a rock. It knocked the
preacher’s helmet off. A sympathetic
listener cried out, “If you don’t want to
listen to the bature mai magani (Hausa
for ‘the white doctor’), go someplace
else.” The doctor was Andrew P. Stir-
rett of the Sudan Interior Mission
(www.gfamissions.org, May 17, 1999).

Andrew Stirrett was born in Canada
of Scottish Presbyterian parents. For
several years, he was a successful
registered pharmacist in Toronto. He
was also enrolled in medical school.
As a committed Christian, he came
under the conviction that he should be
doing more for the cause of Christ. He
read a pamphlet titled “The Burden of
the Sudan” written by Rowland V.
Bingham, founder and director of the
Soudon (today Sudan) Interior Mission
(SIM). The Holy Spirit gripped his heart
for a forbidding land known to many as
“the devil’s own country,” “hell’s play-
ground,” and the “white man’s grave.”

Stirrett met Bingham at his home to
discuss missionary service. He decid-
ed that the Sudan was where he
should serve after he heard that Bing-
ham, a fel low Canadian Walter
Gowans, and an American, Thomas
Kent, had gone to Nigeria, then part of
the massive Sudan territory, in 1893.

In 1894, both Gowans and Kent
were stricken with disease. They died
serving their Lord. Bingham returned
to Canada to establish a board for the
mission and to recruit more committed
missionaries for the work of spreading
the gospel in Africa (Hunter, A Flame of
Fire: A Biography of Rowland V. Bing-
ham, Sudan Interior Mission, 1961).

Plain-spoken Stirrett told Bingham he
wanted to go to Nigeria. He would do-
nate his two pharmacies and the two,

two-story apartments above the stores.
He would also give all of his stocks and
bonds to the mission. It was a stagger-
ing offer. Stirrett added that he would go
if approved but that if he was unac-
cepted, his fortune should be used to
send another to the field. “What an il-
lustration of the faith of the great-giving
Macedonians, who ‘first gave their own
selves to the Lord’ (II Cor. 8:5)” (Hunter).

One would think a mission society
would speedily deal with a pharmacist
and medical student nearing comple-
tion of his course; however, the matter
of his being accepted was painfully
slow. His age was a problem. In those
days, no mission wanted a candidate
over thirty-five years old. Stirrett was
thirty-eight when he decided to volun-
teer to serve.

While the mission board debated his
age, Stirrett moved on to England and
completed a course in tropical medi-
cine. A Liverpool committee of the SIM
was charged with determining Stir-
rett’s fitness for the field. Before they
could reach that determination, Stir-
rett was on his way to Nigeria. The ea-
ger Christian arrived in Patigi in 1902.
The station there had been opened by
four volunteers shortly before. Of the
four, one had died there, and two had
gone home ill. Only A.W. Banfield, who
later gave the Bible to Nigeria, re-
mained (Hunter).

Still formally unaccepted as a mis-
sionary, Stirrett plunged right into his
work. He tended to ill natives, preached
to them daily, and walked all over Nige-
ria. Missionaries described his walk as
a short, choppy, stiff-legged gait, or
run. On one tour, he and director Bing-
ham walked 1,500 miles (Hunter).

Thomas Titcombe, an Englishman,
came to Patigi, where Stirrett was
serving alone, in 1908. Stirrett gave
the young missionary an intensive
training in a few weeks and then
walked him down to an unreached
field in Yagba. True to Stirrett’s nature,
Titcombe was left where Christ was
not named (Hunter).

The reader will not be surprised to
hear that Africa was filled with extraor-

dinary ways to die. It was not rhinos or
lions that were to be most feared but
bats, rats, and a myriad of scorpions,
snakes, and insects. One insect found
a sleeper’s mouth and sucked the vic-
tim’s saliva. Another found the feet and
ate his toenails to the quick (Hunter).
Missionary Titcombe survived all of
these menaces and built a hospital and
a college that bore his name.

Andrew Stirrett would not end his
day without gathering Nigerians
around to hear the gospel of grace.
He knew that “the entrance of [God’s]
words giveth light” (Ps. 119:130). He
was a zealous worker for production
of the Hausa Bible, and he was ec-
static when he was able to hand the
complete Word of God to the Hausa
people. In the book Stirrett of the Su-
dan, Douglas C. Percy of the Sudan
Interior Mission called the doctor “the
Paul of Nigeria” (www.baptistbible
believers.com).

In the midst of World War I, Rowland
Bingham, the SIM director, was on the
field inspecting the growing number of
mission stations. A British civil servant
urged Bingham to take the gospel to
the Tingale people, far west of Jos, the
field headquarters where Stirrett prac-
ticed medicine and preached daily.
Stirrett and another missionary joined
Bingham in the trek. Ten tribes lived in
the district. To visit them all would take
three months. To press on for Tingale
land would take two weeks.

En route, missionary Norman Davis
fell ill with dysentery. Stirrett confided in
Bingham, “I don’t think he can possibly
pull through. I think you ought to break
the news to him.” Davis took it bravely.
Stirrett came down with the same dis-
ease. Bingham determined to send both
men back to civilization. When he heard
that, Stirrett asked for a horse and com-
pleted the journey to the Tingale with
Bingham. His spartan lifestyle aided the
doctor’s recovery, and his daily habit of
yams cooked in palm oil served him well.

The Tingale were savage, wore no
clothes, and practiced cannibalism.
The brave missionaries scouted the

Testimonies of Faith
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sus’ mother and the beloved disciple.
These two are never named in John’s
Gospel, allowing us to identify with
their symbolic roles. Jesus spoke to
them, entrusting the one who was
bound to Him by blood ties to one who
was “His own” through discipleship. 

Jesus’ last words on the cross were
a confident declaration: “It is finished”
(John 19:30). The Greek word for “fin-
ished” has the root word telos, or
“end” in John 13:1, tying the whole
passion narrative together as the com-
pletion of Jesus’ mission to love to the
full, to the end.

A unique detail in John 19:34 gives
us one other powerful image by which
to interpret Jesus’ death. A soldier
pierced Jesus’ side, from which
flowed blood and water, the same liq-
uids that accompany childbirth. Je-
sus’ death is not the end of life but the
portal to a new birth and endless life.

At the empty tomb, the driving ques-
tion was Where is Jesus now? The an-
swer came in two parts. On Easter
morning, we hear the first half of the an-
swer—He has risen from the dead
(Matt. 28:5-7; Mark 16:6-7; Luke 24:4-
7). Then we hear the second half. Jesus
told Mary Magdalene not to cling to
Him as the earthly person she knew
previously. He directed her to go to the
gathered community of the brothers
and sisters; it was there that He was to
be found alive (John 20:11-18).

Jesus had gone, but hope had re-
turned. It was with hope that Cleopas
and his friend returned to Jerusalem to
meet with the other disciples. There
they learned that their encounter with
the risen Jesus was not the only one.
They were told that “the Lord is risen
indeed, and hath appeared to Simon”
(Luke 24:34).

Without Easter, there could be no
church but only despondent disciples
walking home with bittersweet memo-
ries. There could be no Easter without
Jesus risen from the dead. Jesus’ last
words on the cross were about hope—
about the resurrection. The mark of
Christian discipleship is hope and joy
and the ability to have unquestionable
hope in Jesus. “The Lord is risen in-
deed” (Luke 24:34)! Allow the resur-
rection to shape your l i fe with
hope. �

ence or understand how His saving
purposes are at work during excruci-
ating suffering, the Holy One is in con-
trol and gives purpose to each
beloved son or daughter.

The Gospels end on a note of pro-
found mystery and awe, inviting us to
abandon ourselves in the unfath-
omable love of the Risen One and to
trust in Jesus’ transformative power at
work within us. Like the women at the
tomb, we too are to announce this
mysterious, abiding love.

A different portrayal of the events is
offered to us in John’s Gospel. Here
Jesus knew all that was about to hap-
pen and even seemed to direct the ac-
tion. After the foot washing, Jesus in-
terpreted the meaning of His death
through an acted parable—“he loved
them unto the end” (13:1). The Greek
expression has a double meaning:
“completely” and “to the end.” Jesus
demonstrated that His death was His
free choice to lay down His life for His
friends out of love (10:17-18; 13:1-20;
15:13-17). What He did for them was
a model of how they were to serve one
another and even go to calamity’s
depths for any of the beloved.

In the garden, the Johannine Jesus
did not fall prostrate or beg God to
take away the cup. Rather, it was the
soldiers who fell to the ground when
Jesus spoke the revelatory words “I
am he” (John 18:5). He was eager to
move toward His hour, saying, “The
cup which my Father hath given me,
shall I not drink it?” (vs. 11). The disci-
ples did not abandon Jesus, and Pe-
ter was ready to defend Him. It was Je-
sus, however, who protected them,
insisting that the arresting party take
only Him (vs. 8). At the trial before Pi-
late, Jesus did not remain completely
silent. Rather, He made important
points about Himself and asked
poignant questions that put the procu-
rator under scrutiny. In the end, Pilate
brought condemnation upon himself
because he could not decide in favor
of the One who was the true King
standing before him.

In John’s account of the crucifixion,
Jesus showed His authority and love
as He hung on the cross. At the foot of
the cross stood not only Mary Magda-
lene, as in all the Gospels, but also Je-

HOPE is an inevitable aspect of the 
Christian faith. For almost two

thousand years, Christians have lived
this hope in their belief in a real, his-
torical Person, Jesus of Nazareth, who
was arrested, tortured, and executed
in Jerusalem under Pontius Pilate.

Despite its enriching and keeping of
the Christian believer alive and hope-
ful in Jesus as the Messiah, the pas-
sion narratives do portray glimpses of
abandonment.

The Gospels are stark, depicting a
very human Jesus. In Gethsemane,
Jesus fell prostrate in deep distress.
Three times He begged God to let the
cup pass Him by; three times His
apostles failed to recognize the dis-
tress He was in (Matt. 26:36-44). They
were beginning to abandon Him as He
drew closer to the cross. But an angel
appeared “unto him from heaven,
strengthening him” (Luke 22:43). Be-
fore Him, across the Kidron Valley,
rose the temple, with its officials who
wanted Him dead. Behind Him, be-
yond the Mount of Olives, was the
Judean desert. It could have been
possible that He could still slip away
and avoid death for the time being. But
that was not God’s will.

Jesus had no human help, but He
could rely on the fact that His Father
would give Him strength to endure the
coming trials. He probably could not
fully know how terribly it would hurt at
this point. It would be a brutal execu-
tion, but Jesus chose to remain in trust.

As the Sanhedrin and Pilate interro-
gated Him, Jesus remained silent, like
the Suffering Servant in Isaiah 53:7.
Throughout His ministry, Jesus was not
silent in the face of injustice; He de-
nounced it and acted to rectify it. Here,
His refusal to engage with representa-
tives of corrupt systems can be read as
a silent protest against them. 

The desolate portrait of an aban-
doned Jesus continued unrelieved.
The Synoptic Gospels recount the
mockery by the soldiers, the march to
the place of execution, and the verbal
and physical abuse at Golgotha. Je-
sus’ final words are an anguished cry:
“My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” (Mark 15:34). By invoking
Psalm 22, Mark helps us see that even
when one cannot sense God’s pres-

Encountering Hope in Abandonment
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FOR many, missions seems like an 
impossible task. But we serve a

God who enjoys making the impossi-
ble possible. Jesus gave His disciples
this charge before He ascended into
heaven: “All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end of
the world” (Matt. 28:18-20).

Teaching all nations is not a one-
man (or one-woman) task. We must
never underestimate the impact of one
encounter with a man or woman who
seeks to share the heart of God with
another. If we focus solely on the big
picture of all nations, we will become
overwhelmed, and the task will appear
insurmountable. However, if we look at
the charge of Jesus in terms of small
steps, we see that the task is not only
probable but also possible.

Almost twenty years ago, an or-
phanage called Destiny Village was
established in the city of Pierre Payen
in Haiti. The motto of Destiny Village is
“Change a child, change a nation,
change a nation, change the world!”
(www.destinyvillage.org).

Destiny Village houses and supplies
the needs of more than forty children.
Some of the children no longer have par-
ents. Other children have parents, but
the parents are unable to support them.
Destiny Village is maintained through the
loving support of numerous churches in
the United States of America.

Destiny Village is staffed by three
full-time missionaries from the United
States. One of the missionaries has
been at the orphanage since 2010.
Destiny Village is a great opportunity
for those who desire to do a short-
term missions trip.

Pastor Troy of Lorain, Ohio, said that
he loves to bring people to Haiti so that

they can experience Jesus. “When I
take a team to Haiti,” said Pastor Troy,
“my job is to minister to the team. It’s the
team’s job to minister to the people.” He
explained that he loves to see people
empowered to share the gospel.

When people are taken out of their
comfortable environment, it gives them
an opportunity to experience Jesus. A
transformation takes place within the
heart of those who have been sitting in
the pews all their lives when they are en-
couraged to teach Jesus to Haitian chil-
dren. Pastor Troy said that when he
takes mission teams to Haiti, they meet
a relational Jesus who cannot be taught
but must be experienced. They learn to
rely on and depend on Jesus for signs,
miracles, and wonders. When people
meet this relational Jesus in Haiti, they
take Him back with them to their world.
They return to their everyday lives, but
they are never the same.

Doug, a businessman from Avon
Lake, Ohio, is an example of a man who
will never be the same since his trip to
Haiti. Doug joined a team to go on his
first missions trip with his teenage son,
Andrew. Doug described Haiti this way:

“You can’t look more than thirty feet in
any direction without seeing desperate
people, starving animals, garbage, rub-
ble. As soon as you step off of the plane,
as soon as you step out of the airport, it
is there. Rubble is everywhere. The
smell of burnt trash is constant. They
don’t pick up their trash. They have no
resources to do that. They burn it, and
there is smoke everywhere. Yet the is-
land is beautiful.”

Doug stated that the children in Haiti
are amazingly beautiful. They seem to
smile all the time—except, that is, for
one ten-month-old baby who grabbed
his heart in a nearby hospital. “We
thought she had been burned,” said
Doug, “so I asked the nurse, ‘How did
she get burned?’”

“The nurse said, ‘She was not
burned. This is the severe malnutrition
ward, and that’s what happens to their
skin. It peels and rots.’”

A number of teenagers had chosen
to go to Haiti on their spring break, and
together they prayed over the mal-
nourished, ten-month-old baby. The
baby was crying, uncomfortable,
squirming, and miserable.

Missions

Do What You Can Do 
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lady her flip-flops,” he stated. “She
took them off her feet and gave them.
That was wonderful! But it was so sad
because another woman who had
nothing saw the exchange. The lady
ran up to our team member, asking,
‘Do you have more? Do you have
more? I need flip-flops.’ The woman
was so sad that we had nothing left to
give.”

After returning from his third trip to
Haiti in January 2012, Jeremiah
prayed to God, “Lord, we have to do
more for the people in Haiti. It’s just not
enough.” He said he heard God say to
his heart, “Do what you can do.”

Some people may have discounted
the voice, choosing to believe it was
their own imagination. Some people
would have taken the words “Do what
you can do” as a sign that they were
already doing all they could. Not Jere-
miah! He immediately decided to start
raising money to help the people in the
nation of Haiti. Within three days, he
had created the “Love Haiti Fund,” ap-
plied for the 501(c)(3) with the IRS, and
trademarked the name (www.lovehaiti
fund.com).

Jeremiah enlisted the help of other
teens for his Love Haiti team. Togeth-
er, in one year, they raised more than
twenty thousand dollars through their
high schools and local businesses to
assist the people of Haiti.

Jeremiah stated, “I wanted to do
something for the people outside the
orphanage.” He and his team did much
more than something—100 percent of
the money raised goes to help the peo-
ple of Haiti. On a trip in April 2013, the
team provided medical care for sixteen
babies at the hospital. They threw the
biggest beach party Haiti may ever
have seen, serving free hot dogs and
drinks to two villages and distributing to
the locals thirty 50-pound bags of rice
and ten 100-pound bags of beans.

One of the teen missionaries stated
that the day before he went to Haiti, his
mother presented him with a brand-
new computer as his graduation pres-
ent. When he came home, he said he
realized how spoiled he was. He
shared, “When I was in Haiti, we were
giving out candy. All these kids were
running toward us, but they were not in-
terested in the candy. They just wanted
to hug us.” He explained that he was
going to make it his life’s mission to
help those who have not had as good
a life as he has had. He said he would
do it wherever he is. Whether in Haiti or
in the United States, he would make

Doug said, “I am not an overly reli-
gious man, but I do believe. I saw this
baby stop crying, and her eyes got big.
She looked up at her grandmother; her
mother wasn’t there. She seemed to be
comforted. I don’t know what occurred,
but it was amazing.” Doug said he just
stood back with tears in his eyes and
watched the teenagers as they sought
God for this baby’s healing.

Andrew, Doug’s son, gained perspec-
tive on life while in Haiti. He said, “There
is so much more out there that people
around here don’t know. People take
stuff for granted. While we were in Haiti,
passing out bread on top of the moun-
tain, people were fighting over a piece of
bread with butter on it. Here, we throw
those things away. We don’t value it as
much as they do because they need it.”

Pastor Troy recalled a conversation he
had with Andrew in a debriefing meet-
ing. Pastor Troy stated, “Andrew said,
‘None of this matters.’ I think he was re-
ally saying that he had gained a proper
perspective on life because he had tak-
en a journey with Christ. He had learned
what matters and what doesn’t matter.
That’s what a journey will do for you.”

Jesus told His disciples to go. He did
not specify how long the trip would take
or where the journey would lead them,
but He promised to always be with them.
Whether a person is a missionary for a
moment or a lifetime does not negate
the fact that every step is a step of faith.

We all have the potential within us to
make a change, to make a difference.
Some people are called to change the
world. Other people are called to change
their world by blooming where they are
planted. Still others are called to change
the world from their world, like a sixteen-
year-old boy named Jeremiah.

Jeremiah’s heart was burdened for
people in Haiti because no matter how
much food they gave out during his
trips there, it was never enough. Most
of the supplies that the teams bring with
them go to Destiny Village to supply
housing, food, and education for the
children. The teams often traveled into
nearby villages or cities to share Christ’s
love and hand out food to adults and
children alike. Jeremiah was glad for
what his team was able to provide, but
his heart was heavy to do more.

“The adults (of Haiti) have a look of
despair and desperation,” said Doug.
“They are simply trying to survive, to
feed their children, and they are plead-
ing for anything you may be able to
give them.”

“One of the team members gave a

Andrew P. Stirrett, the 
White Doctor of Nigeria

(Continued from page 28)

tribe carefully. Bingham decided to re-
turn to Canada and recruit a team for
this very needy people. Two men, one
Scottish and one American, answered
God’s call to the Tingale (Hunter).

It has been stated that Stirrett’s
greatest joy was when he had helped
complete the translation of the Bible
into the language of the Nigerian
Hausa people. He had also written a
number of Hausa hymns.

Dr. Stirrett passed to his eternal re-
ward on July 9, 1948. He had invested
his life and fortune in reaching a peo-
ple locked in the prison house of Sa-
tan. A man willing to give up all the
things by which we measure success
gained much more in following Christ
(Luke 9:23). �

sure that he was helping others.
“The people of Haiti are so genuine-

ly happy with next to nothing,” he said,
“and being able to help them is one of
the most rewarding things in the world.”
He helped raise more than $4,000 for
the Love Haiti Fund at his high school.

Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one
of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me” (Matt. 25:40).

One short-term missions trip changed
a boy who changed hearts within his city
to provide for another nation. If the truth
were told, Jeremiah’s parents made a
sacrifice to be able to send him on the
very trip that gave him the burden to do
more. There is a sacrifice of some sort in
every act of obedience. We must not fo-
cus on the sacrifice but on the results of
how obedience changes lives.

God, in His grace and His mercy, is in
the business of changing lives. A father
and mother, hungry to see God move in
the life of their son, gave of the little they
had. This has now multiplied through
their son to provide for a multitude.

Parents, God loves your children.
He entrusted their care to you. En-
courage them to take a short-term
missions trip. It will be a journey of ex-
periencing God’s love they will not for-
get. They will meet a relational Jesus
who will transform them from the in-
side out. �
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FORTY-FIVE-YEAR-OLD Walter Jan- 
berger Sr. stared motionless out the

fourth-floor window of the office he had
just recently been promoted to after
twenty-five long years of sincere dedi-
cation. Two young men had repainted
the white lines of the adjacent parking
lot while their supervisor stood nearby.

It had been just over a decade since
he had sat in his car in the same park-
ing lot and accepted the Lord Jesus
Christ into his life after a long battle of
resisting the gospel message coming
from the mouth of a man he had grown
to love and respect. Now that man had
passed on to be with the Lord, and an-
other who did not know the Lord had
become the owner of the Amerikeep
Security Company.

“Now, I’m going to ask you one
more time—and only one more time,
Mr. Janberger. Why won’t you comply
with the new policy and get the ball
rolling in the right direction?” the
younger man asked.

“I told you before, Mr. Hiccobs, that I
don’t feel God would have me do this in
order to make more money. You are
asking me to choose between my con-
victions and a raise. I can’t do both. If
I’m being forced to choose, then my
choice is to step back and move on to
where the Lord wants me to be,” Walter
said, tears forming in his eyes as he
continued to stare at the parking lot.

“You know, I have never really under-
stood that type of language coming
from you religious people,” Mr. Hiccobs
stated. “This advancement has ab-
solutely nothing to do with your Lord. I
got tired of Uncle Mitch always saying
‘the Lord this’ and ‘the Lord that.’ This
is my business now, and I want you to
tell me why you’d walk away from a ten-
thousand-dollar raise when you know,
as I know, that you deserve it even more
than I do. I’ve watched you work hard
right beside me and Uncle Mitch ever
since I’ve known you. I just don’t believe
you’re using your head on this one when
I know that you’re also much more ca-
pable of running this business than I am.
Please help me understand!” The young
man slammed his empty coffee mug on
the table and sat down at Walter’s desk.

Walter turned around and sat down
on the windowsill. “I probably gave
Mitch much more resistance over
many more years than you know; but
since I have become a Christian, I
know he wouldn’t make a move like
this one based strictly on the financial
gain,” he began.

“Well, if it doesn’t make dollars, then
it really makes no sense,” Allen Hic-
cobs said before pouring another cup
of coffee.

“OK. You know how I keep a refrig-
erator full of all types of fruit juices, and
you keep a fresh pot of your favorite
flavor of coffee throughout the day,
right?” Walter asked.

“That’s true,” Allen responded.
“Well, what if our local government

offered us a $100,000 bonus just to try
their particular brand of coffee when
we’ve been forewarned of the color-
less, odorless poison in their prod-
uct?” Walter asked. 

“Well, that would be crazy for any-
one to do if the warnings were true, but
that governmental agency definitely
wouldn’t remain in business too long,”
Allen answered.

“But what if they were able to lie and
deceive the whole world for an ap-
pointed time and then implemented
the poison?” Walter asked, retrieving
his Bible from his desk. “Now, you said
you wanted an explanation, right?”

Allen looked at his watch. “Make it
really quick, preacher.”

Walter then explained to him his
thoughts about Revelation 13:16-17
and 14:9-12. He also explained to him
how a mark or seal signifies a finished
transaction, ownership, or a type of
security. “Can you now begin to un-
derstand how I feel? In my opinion,
making it mandatory for your employ-
ees to receive a small microchip under
their skin sets them up for globalism,
communism, and bondage. Is a few
million dollars worth your freedom or,
better yet, your soul? Well, it’s not
worth mine! I have a different seal on
my life according to Ephesians 1:13,
so I cannot do what you are asking.”

“Yes, I have heard all the objections
to putting microchips in people. That
is great in your worldview of religion
and God, but in the business world
—” Allen hesitated.

“In the Bible, God called many peo-
ple to be in the midst of evil world sys-
tems in which they remained, regard-
less of the false labels, persecution,
hate, opposition, and hidden agendas.
He empowered them to overcome the
world. The Lord offers His people the
same power to choose to serve Him
regardless of the times. The power of
His Word transcends my need for
these things that I cannot take to the
grave with me.” Walter was insistent. 

Adults

Implementing New Policies
BY RICHARD A. FALCONER
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see that God loves you and that He’s
the Final Authority. Since Jesus said
that He is the only way, the truth, and
the life, He requires us to trust in His
blood for salvation instead of con-
demnation. He loved us before the be-
ginning of the world.

“Now, are you willing to accept His
gift of true love, life, and liberty, or do
you still feel that the value of life con-
sists of the amount of money you can
obtain before death?”

Allen looked at Walter. Tears welled
up in his eyes, and emotional pain was
evident on his face. He stood up and
quietly walked out of Walter’s new of-
fice. Walter stood in silence, looking at
the door. He blinked back tears as he
sat back down at his desk and bowed
his head. Father, please bring Allen to
salvation in Christ. And if I lose my job
for the things I just said, I will trust You
with whatever happens.

For Walter, the next day at work was
business as usual. He managed orders,
equipment problems, difficulties with
employees—all the usual workaday
things. He did not see or talk to Allen,
but several employees told him that
they had seen Allen standing at his of-
fice window. He looked tired and un-
shaved. It was the same story for sev-
eral days. Walter kept praying for him.

One day, as Walter parked in his spot
and was just about to get out of his car,
Allen appeared at the passenger-side
window, startling Walter. Allen knocked
on the glass. “Let me in,” he said.

Allen got into the car. Taking a deep
breath, he said, “I want what you have.
I want Jesus in my life.” Tears fell from
his eyes.

“You wanted to see me, Allen?” Wal-
ter said as he entered his boss’s office
a week later.

“Good morning, Walter. I wanted to
tell you about some decisions I’ve
made. First of all, you will still get the
pay raise and keep the new office. I am
going to forget about that microchip
idea. I want to serve the Lord Jesus
Christ instead of money and position.

“I also need you to help me to
learn—” Allen’s voice faltered, “how to
forgive my father. I’ve carried bitter-
ness with me far too long.”

Walter smiled and nodded. From
that day forward, the Lord blessed the
AmeriKeep Security Company. Not
only did many satisfied customers
purchase good equipment, but others
also came to know the Lord Jesus
Christ because of Walter’s and Allen’s
witness. �

asked for more coffee.
“Now, take Sharon and me for exam-

ple. It wasn’t my fault that my dad left
me when I was six-years-old. It wasn’t
Sharon’s fault when her mom refused to
have anything to do with me or Uncle
Mitch or Sharon after we married. That
wasn’t my choice. I missed my dad so
much that I began to hate him. I hate
him to this day; so why did God let that
happen to us? I needed my father, al-
though my uncle was a good man,”
Allen said with watery eyes.

Walter responded, saying, “We
can’t always stop bad things from
happening. The Bible says that they
will happen, but it also says that Jesus
has already overcome and defeated
the world of sin. Only He can heal and
deliver you from the hurt of neglect
when time and money cannot.”

“Can you honestly tell me what that
has to do with me? I’ve come really
close to giving up on God.” Allen
stood up and walked to the window.

“You feel that way because you don’t
know Him or the experience of a real re-
lationship with Him. He hasn’t given up
on you. He has made provision for the
absolute healing and victory you need.
He said that He didn’t come for the well
but for the sick. All are sick, but some
are sicker than others.

“I trust Him because he destroyed my
sickness and the diseases of sin when I
didn’t have a clue or a real remedy to
loosen my own chains. The Lord Jesus
Christ died and was resurrected on the
third day so that you can be more than
a conqueror through true faith in Him.
God will fill you with the precious gift of
His Holy Spirit and empower you with
the strength you need—even the pow-
er to forgive your father. You already
know that He exists, but you also have
to believe that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him.

“I understand what it’s like to see the
wickedness of the world seem to prevail
over morality. I know what it’s like to be
addicted to selfishness and my own de-
sires in a sea of people who encourage
me to do so. Radio, television, the In-
ternet, family—all suggest many ways
for me to forsake God and His will, but
I’ve chosen to love Him regardless of
the tide. I choose to serve Him.

“Since God went through the trouble
of manifesting Himself in the flesh so
that He could fulfill the requirement to lay
down His life in the form of Jesus Christ,
I think He’s very serious about our re-
sponding to that love through faith.

“Allen, I’m just trying to get you to

“What about your two children and
grandchildren? Don’t they deserve to
have a good start?” Allen retorted.
“With this raise, you can do that.”

“I’ve made sure they have what they
need physically, but I must remind you
that God is the Judge of all souls and
that it’s appointed to all men to die and
be judged. The Lord Jesus Christ’s
blood was poured out for many; so we
don’t have to perish or live in vain. We
can have real life everlasting. If your
heart ceased to beat, would you leave
here loving and knowing the Lord, or
would your affections be for the mon-
ey that has the ability to deceive you
into eternal damnation?” Walter asked
in sincerity.

“You’re discussing the hereafter and
opting to put me in hell for not being
as morally correct as you. The rich
have the power and the control of this
world. The progressive thinkers and
doers will always have the advantage.
So why would I choose not to be ag-
gressive when it comes to power and
wealth? I’ve done it that way my whole
adult life,” Allen said.

“Do you remember the slump we
were in last year? Surely you remem-
ber not selling a single product for a
whole month? Can you recall that? Do
you also remember that you told me
how ridiculous it was for me to pray
about our business?” Walter asked. 

“Of course, I remember, Walter. But
what’s your point?”

“I knew that God had both heard
and answered those prayers. It was no
coincidence when we sold twenty-
three units the following day,” Walter
pointed out.

“Well, we have good times and bad
times,” Allen said.

“That’s true, but the Lord God requires
faith on our part. I’m not talking about
the act of simply saying ‘I believe.’ He
wants our faith to be totally in Jesus
Christ—not only for salvation but also for
all that pertains to life and godliness.

“I believe that all souls belong to
God because His Word says so (Ezek.
18:4). All that we own is only borrowed
material to aid in accomplishing God’s
purposes. Sure we are free moral
agents, and you have a right to choose
to acknowledge God or not; but those
who choose not to retain God in their
knowledge will have to deal with the
consequences of a bad choice.”

Allen did not respond. He looked at
his wristwatch and then picked up
Walter’s phone to call the showroom-
floor receptionist, his first cousin. He
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Q. My husband and I have worked
hard to provide a lovely and comfort-
able home for ourselves. We love God
and have wonderful fellowship in a
church. We provide hospitality for
family and friends and enjoy having
visiting pastors and missionaries as
guests. We want to be good testi-
monies in our neighborhood. Howev-
er, our problem is our next-door
neighbors. Their dog barks most of
the night and much of the daytime. We
are at our wit’s end and no longer en-
joy living in our home. Do you have
any suggestions to help us solve this
problem?
A. Thank you for your faithfulness to
God and His work on earth. Do not
feel that you are alone in your feelings
of despair. As a pastor, I have spoken
to many families with similar prob-
lems. How can we fulfill our responsi-
bility as Christians and be good
neighbors?

Jesus addressed this very question
in the parable of the good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37). His final point focused
on the question “Which now of these
three, thinkest thou, was neighbour
unto him that fell among the thieves?”

Neighbors should help each other
when there is a need. Your neighbors
need help. How can you help them?
Do they even want help? If they do not
think they need help, it compounds
the problem.

Proverbs refers to friendship and
neighborliness more than thirty times.
A couple of examples are “There is a
friend that sticketh closer than a broth-
er” (18:24) and “Go not forth hastily to
strive, lest thou know not what to do in
the end thereof, when thy neighbour
hath put thee to shame. Debate thy
cause with thy neighbour himself; and
discover not a secret to another: lest
he that heareth it put thee to shame,
and thine infamy turn not away” (25:8-
10).

If your neighbor does not want
help, what can you do? You can at-
tack the problem, not the person.
“Let no corrupt communication pro-

ceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of edifying,
that it may minister grace unto the
hearers” (Eph. 4:29). Allow grace and
love to replace the anger and frustra-
tion that fill your heart when you hear
the dog bark.

When we love someone, we do lov-
ing deeds for him. Start slowly; do lit-
tle things. Do not expect anything in
return. You may use cards, friendly
greetings on the street, little gifts,
food, or help with chores around the
house and yard.

If you love someone, you will pray
for him. So try this—every time you
hear the dog bark and it irritates you,
get down on your knees and pray for
your neighbor’s salvation. Pray a
simple, eternal-life salvation prayer.
Use their first names (this is to help
you, not God). Do not get upset.
Keep each prayer short. Be sincere,
and continue as long as you need to
do so. “The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much”
(Jas. 5:16).

You may have to continue praying
for several months or more, but if you
persevere, it could make a difference.
My wife and I built a new home in a
small town and soon found we had a
neighbor with what I called “barking-
dog syndrome.” Her deck was just
above our bedroom window. We were
frustrated!

Then we used this solution. Every
time the dog barked, I would go to our
room, get on my knees by the bed, and
pray for our widowed neighbor. After
several months, she started coming to
our church and became a good friend.
God answered our prayer. She be-
lieved in Christ for salvation. Her dog
was no longer an issue. �

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press,
P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio
44101, or e-mail us at theoed@union
gospelpress.com (subject line:
Counseling Corner).

Book Reviews
Morgan, Robert J. The Lord Is My Shepherd:

Resting in the Peace and Power of Psalm
23. New York: Howard Books, Division of
Simon and Schuster, Inc., 2013.

THIS is the best material I have ever
read on Psalm 23. Robert Morgan

is the senior pastor of the Donelson
Fellowship in Nashville, Tennessee.
He is a best-selling author and a Gold
Medallion winning writer, with over
twenty-five books in print.

Psalm 23 is without doubt the most
familiar portion of Scripture in the
Bible. Morgan has made Psalm 23
come alive in his book. He achieved
this by including in his discussion of
the psalm personal experiences he
and his family have had, as well as the
experiences of many others he quotes.

I personally found this little jewel of a
book very hard to put down once I start-
ed reading it. The author’s heartwarming
interpretation of the psalm is based on
the Hebrew text. Every believer can ben-
efit from reading this wonderful book.

Lilly, Larry. Outrageous Forgiveness in 30
Days: The Benefits of Christlike Forgive-
ness. Bloomington, Indiana, WestBow
Press, Division of Thomas Nelson, 2011.

The author of this helpful volume
has pastored Berean Baptist Church
since 1990. He has also counseled
Christian workers for over forty-nine
years. Among other ministries, he
writes a monthly journal, “Larry Lilly’s
Journal,” which he sends free to those
in prison and on death row. He also
writes a daily Internet letter and main-
tains a blog site.

Lilly admits several times in this
book how hard it sometimes is to for-
give someone. Without any explana-
tions, he does admit in the preface of
his book that he served a federal
prison sentence in his past. He is
someone who knows how important
forgiveness is.

The chapters of this book are short,
but all deal with examples of forgive-
ness. Each of the keys to forgiveness
is based on the Scriptures. The thirty-
one chapters are titled Day 1, 2, 3, and
so forth through Day 30.

The major thing that I was struck by
is the difficulty of forgiving and its ne-
cessity and duty for God’s people. I
recommend this book for your study
and meditation. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

To Be a Good Neighbor
BY DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.
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years before they marry. There is thus
a weakening linkage between mar-
riage and childbearing in America.

In contrast, college-educated
women wait until they are married to
have children. They will more than like-
ly cohabit with a partner or even sev-
eral during their twenties, but late in
their twenties, after graduate school is
finished, they get married and begin to
have children. Marriage, if it occurs, is
the last thing young adults do—not as
the beginning of adulthood, as it was
for generations, but rather as the cap-
stone act of becoming an adult.

Marriage as an institution is no longer
logically connected to childbearing in
America, especially for those without a
college education. Yet even for those
who earn a college degree, cohabitation
before marriage, if marriage occurs at all,
is the new normal. If women with chil-
dren marry, they usually do not marry the
father of their first child.

But for Christians, marriage is the
most important institution God created.
It is a complementary union between a
man and a woman for life. It is also the
means for procreation and the raising
and nurturing of children. God declared
at the Creation that marriage is His foun-
dational institution (Gen. 2:18-25). As
Jesus said in Matthew 19:4, “He which
made them at the beginning made them
male and female.” He intends for them
to marry, love each other in a one-flesh
relationship, and have children. Indeed,
He performed the first marriage and thus
declared it His “norm.” 

The deterioration of the most impor-
tant institution God created is at the
center of the crisis in American culture.
Only the church of Jesus Christ, ener-
gized by His Spirit, can equip teens to
break the cycle of dysfunction that is
so prevalent in America. Effective
youth ministry must make the building
of strong marriages and families a pri-
ority. Our teens will find it nowhere else
in our culture. For His glory, may God
in His grace energize us to break the
vicious cycle of self-destruction and
abnormality. �

a new high of nearly twenty-seven for
women and twenty-nine for men.

• Delayed marriage does, to some ex-
tent, seem to be related to the struggles
of today’s working and lower middle
class young adults. They delay marriage
but not childbearing. Indeed, 58 percent
of first births among this group are now
to unmarried women. However, among
college graduates, only 12 percent of
first births are outside marriage.

• Many unmarried mothers in their
twenties are living with their baby’s fa-
ther when they give birth. But about
two-fifths of those couples break up
before their child’s first birthday; that is
three times the rate for married cou-
ples of the same age.

The writers also have discovered that
“these parents often go on to have an-
other child (or children), with another
partner (or partners), creating a family
maze of step-parents, siblings, grand-
parents, and homes. As a great deal of
research has shown, such instability is
one of the greatest risks to children’s
well-being. It greatly increases the likeli-
hood that they will experience academ-
ic, social and emotional problems like
poor grades, drug abuse and (perpetu-
ating the cycle) unmarried childbearing.”

Within American culture, marriage
was once the foundation of adult iden-
tity, finances, and family. This is no
longer the case.

The importance of marriage is also
changing in American culture. For post-
World War II Americans, marriage was
nothing particularly unusual. It was re-
spectable and was the only acceptable
and decent way to share a home with a
partner. Hence, shame accompanied
having children born out of wedlock.
But this is no longer the norm. 

Further, according to the National
Center for Family and Marriage, cited
in Andrew Cherlin’s article “In the Sea-
son of Marriage, a Question: Why
Bother?” (New York Times, April 28,
2013), young adults without college
degrees are increasingly likely to put
off marriage and have their children in
cohabiting relationships—sometimes

THE breakdown of marriage and its 
connection to childbearing in

American culture is now a given. In
1980, about 18 percent of births were
to unmarried women; by 2009, it was
41 percent. Among whites, the in-
crease was from 11 to 36 percent;
among African-Americans, from 56 to
72 percent; and among Hispanics,
from 37 (in 1990) to 53 percent. 

Consider, as well, the share of children
living with two parents. Since 1970, it
has dropped from 85 to 68 percent.
Among whites, the decline is from 87 to
73 percent; among African-Americans,
from 57 to 31 percent; and among His-
panics, from 78 to 57 percent. 

The causes of all this dysfunction are
complex, but in his book, Coming Apart
(Crown Publishing, 2012), Charles Mur-
ray of the American Enterprise Institute
argues that having children out of wed-
lock is now more common and accept-
able partially because the sexual revolu-
tion permitted men to get sex without
marriage. In addition, the waning influ-
ence of religion-based ethical standards
has undermined the importance of the
family. Further, feminism and expanded
welfare dependency have made it easi-
er for women to survive on their own. Fi-
nally, liberalized divorce laws naturally
increased the divorce rate, usually leav-
ing women to raise the children. For
those involved in teen ministry, such sta-
tistics are indeed troubling.

The growing dysfunction within the
family is heightened by the growth in
the number of single mothers. From
“The New Unmarried Moms,” a re-
cently published article by Kay Hymo -
witz, W. Bradford Wilcox, and Kelleen
Kaye (Wall Street Journal, March 15,
2013), we know these facts:

• By the time they turn thirty, about
two-thirds of American women have
had their first child, usually outside of
marriage.

• The shift of unmarried parenthood
from teens to twenty-somethings is in
part an unexpected consequence of
delaying marriage. Over four decades,
the marriage age has risen steadily to

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Teens and the Changing Importance of Marriage
BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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I’M worried about Cindy.”
Brian’s grip on the steering wheel

tightened as he said, “So am I.” He
pulled into an empty parking space
near the school.

“Ever since Todd and she started
seeing each other, she has changed.
She doesn’t show up at youth group
anymore. She’s too busy watching
Todd at basketball games, I guess,”
Jane noted.

Brian sighed. He was feeling guilty.
There had been nothing he wanted more
than to have a starting position on the
basketball team—the team on which
Todd was the starting point guard. Todd,
the most popular guy in school, was tall
and muscular and had that cocky confi-
dence that attracted all the girls—all the
girls except his sister Jane and, he had
thought, their friend Cindy.

“I’ll see whether I can talk to Todd
today,” Brian said.

“And I’ll try to talk with Cindy,” Jane
responded as they parted, going to
their separate classes.

The problem had started just a short
time ago. Todd had set his eyes on
Cindy, but Cindy once had been the girl
who did not trip over herself trying to
get his attention. So Todd had started
talking to her, giving her notes, and fol-
lowing her to her locker to try all of his
smooth lines. Nothing had worked—at
first. Cindy had been nice and polite,
but she had shown no real interest.

“Why don’t you just go after some
other girl?” she had suggested.

One day Brian had arrived in the bas-
ketball locker room, where the rest of the
team, the ones who actually got to play,
were already changing. Todd was sur-
rounded by some of the other guys as
usual. Everybody knew that if you want-
ed a good spot on the team or in the
limelight, Todd was the guy to befriend.

“I just can’t get her out of my head,”
Todd had said. “She’s not like any girl
I’ve ever met. She’s all I can think about.”

Some guy let out an inappropriate
comment, and everyone laughed.
Brian cringed but approached the
group anyway. “Hey, guys,” he said.

“Hey, Brian. Come over here with
me,” Todd invited.

Brian’s eyebrows went up. Todd

was talking to him? Hesitantly, he
joined the group. “What’s up?”

“You know Cindy, right?”
So that was it. “Uh—yeah. We go to

the same church.”
“Church, huh?” Todd smirked.

“Right. Anyway, after basketball prac-
tice, let’s do a little one-on-one to-
gether. I think the coach should see
what skills you have, and I want to ask
you about Cindy.”

Something inside Brian had wanted
to say no. He knew Todd had no inter-
est in him or his basketball skills. He
just wanted to know how to get in
good with Cindy.

Then again, Brian thought about how
much he wanted a good spot on this
basketball team. He wanted it so badly
he could taste it. Surely it would not do
any harm to hang out with Todd and
give him a little tip or two about Cindy—
nothing that would really matter but just
enough for Todd to owe him one—
something that would get Brian one
step closer to what he wanted most.

A few weeks had passed, and
everything had changed. Cindy and
Todd were together, and Brian was
getting more playing time on the team.
But Jane was worried about Cindy.

“Cindy, I don’t get it.” Jane hefted
her backpack over one shoulder. “Not
long ago, you were telling me how
shallow and arrogant Todd is. Now
you’re practically melting every time
he looks your way.”

Cindy sighed dreamily. “I know, but
he’s changed. Something happened a
couple of weeks ago, Jane. Todd
asked whether he could come to
church with me. I couldn’t believe it!
He’s been there three times now.”

“That doesn’t mean he’s changed,
Cindy. It may just mean he’s figured out
what matters to you. You know what the
Bible says about being unequally yoked
to someone who is not a Christian.”

Cindy frowned. “I know. But what if
I’m the person God wants to use to
reach Todd with the gospel? I can help
him. He needs me.”

“He needs you?When has Todd ever
needed anything except a basketball
or directions to the closest party?
Cindy, there’s something about this

that just isn’t right. Todd is known
around school for his—uh—conquests
of girls. Do you really think he sees you
differently than all the others?”

“I know he does.” Cindy raised her
chin in indignation. “He told me so. He
said that since he’s started spending
time with me, it’s like no other girl ex-
ists. He said I’m becoming the whole
world to him. Do you know how good
it feels to be treated that way by a guy
like Todd? I feel special for the first
time in my life.”

Jane suddenly had the urge to cry.
She knew Cindy’s parents had split up
and that Cindy missed having a loving
father. Until recently, Cindy had always
found her worth in how Jesus valued
her and not in how the star basketball
player felt about her.

“Please be careful, Cindy,” Jane
said as her friend started walking
away. “I don’t want you to get hurt.”

“Todd would never hurt me,” Cindy
said with a smile.

Brian could not work up the courage
to talk to Todd. Todd, on the other hand,
was more than happy to talk to Brian.

“Dude, you’re awesome!” Todd
slapped Brian’s back. “Ever since I
took your advice and went to Cindy’s
church, she’s agreed to go out with
me. She’ll be putty in my hands.”

Brian felt nauseated. He should nev-
er have talked to Todd about Cindy,
but it had resulted in a better spot on
the team. The other guys on the team
knew his name now. Even the girls in
school were starting to notice him now
that Todd was his friend—or suppos-
edly his friend, anyway.

“Putty in your hands?” one of the
guys asked, adding a comment that
made everyone but Brian laugh.

“Well, she will be soon. There’s no
girl I can’t win over.”

The players started betting on how
long it would take for Cindy to give in
to Todd. Brian felt sick. Why can’t she
see what he wants? he wondered. He
had to find her and talk to her before it
was too late.

But then practice started. Brian
played hard, and by the time he had
showered and changed, his resolve to
warn Cindy had lessened.

Teenagers
Desire Gone Wrong

BY KIMBERLY RAE
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have a higher position on the team.
Had he given that desire to God, He
could have done something good with
it, perhaps even using him as a testi-
mony to other players. Instead, he
compromised what he knew to be
right in exchange for a cheap substi-
tute for what he really wanted.

The world packages its lies about
desire so nicely, like a humongous in-
fomercial—lots of convincing, beauti-
ful people saying how wonderful a
product is, how it changed their lives,
how easy it is to use. The more they
talk, the more attractive it seems. The
longer we watch, the more we are con-
vinced that we must have that prod-
uct. We will not be happy until we do.

However, after we sacrifice to buy it
and rip open the package once it arrives,
we find only a cheap, plastic product
that does not live up to our expectations.
Those people on the infomercial were
just actors. They got paid to convince us
of something that was only partially true.

The desires we have can be good or
bad, helpful or destructive. It all de-
pends on two things. Are our desires in
line with God’s will (cf. Ps. 40:8)?

Sometimes it is hard to know. Our
feelings can muddle our thinking.
When faced with a situation like that,
think of two words—“Then what?”

Think through the choice to be con-
sidered. If you make the choice, then
what? What happens next and after
that? Think through the consequences
of smaller choices such as spending
time alone with a nonbeliever or letting
feelings for someone else get in the
way of sound judgment. See the line
before crossing it. Do not let it be too
late. Those two little words—“Then
what?”—can save us from letting the
fire of desire get out of control.

Had Brian asked himself “Then
what?” and thought through to the end
of his choices, he would have realized
that what he would gain was not worth
what he would lose.

God does not ask us to keep away
from certain things because He wants
us to be miserable or not to have any
fun. He knows how desire works. He
wants what is best for us, what will last,
and what will be good. Trust His rules,
and live His way. Delight in Him, and He
will give you the right desires, the pa-
tience and self-control to wait for them,
and then the sweetness of seeing them
fulfilled in the best, happiest way.

“Delight thyself also in the Lord; and
he shall give thee the desires of thine
heart” (Ps. 37:4). �

es for what you supposedly believe in.”
Brian stood alone and stunned as

the guys filed out of the locker room,
joking and laughing. He looked down
at the photo of Cindy that had fallen
unnoticed from Todd’s locker. Todd
was right. He had let his desire over-
rule his conscience, just as Cindy had
let her desire for love and attention
overrule hers. They had made fools of
themselves for Todd’s attention.

Brian slumped down onto a bench
and put his head in his hands. “God,
please forgive me. What Todd did was
totally wrong, but so was what I did.
We both were willing to hurt someone
else to fulfill our own desires.” Brian
prayed longer; then he rose, knowing
what he had to do. First, he had to quit
the basketball team. Then he needed
to find Cindy and ask her forgiveness.

THE DARK SIDE OF DESIRE
Desire is a strange thing. It inspires

everything from poetry to murder. It
leads people to great heights of pas-
sion and great depths of despair.

Desire is like fire. Fire can be very
good and useful. It can warm you and
give light. However, fire out of control
destroys. It kills.

Cindy desired to be loved. That was
a good desire, given by God. But be-
cause she chose to reject God’s laws
on where to get that love, she gave in
to something that felt like love. She
made a choice that weakened her tes-
timony for God.

Brian desired to be admired and to

Two more weeks passed, and Brian
noticed another change. Todd had
stopped talking to him. The basketball
players were ignoring him.

Todd had changed toward Cindy
too. Brian noticed that it was now
Cindy who was texting him; Cindy who
followed him to his locker, asking him
what was wrong; Cindy asking why he
did not answer her calls. Most of the
time, she was in tears.

It was not difficult to guess what had
happened, especially when Brian got
to the locker room and Todd was
boasting about his latest obsession
with a new girl in school.

“What about Cindy?” Brian asked. “I
thought you said you couldn’t get her
out of your mind.”

Todd shrugged his shoulders. “I am
not that interested in a girl who doesn’t
do what I want to do. I told her what
she wanted to hear, but she’s no fun.”
He laughed. “You should see her now,
though. She’s all sad and saying that
she thought I loved her. The way she is
acting, all the guys will believe that she
really was worth dumping. It’s pathet-
ic. She’s so not attractive anymore. I
can’t stand her.”

“So you never really cared about her
at all,” Brian ground out.

“Are you serious?” Todd punched
Brian’s shoulder. “You didn’t care
about her, either, and you know it. You
told me what I needed to know about
her in trade for a better spot on the
basketball team. Don’t judge me, Mr.
Christian. You’re no different. And you
know what? You both are poor ex cus-
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ICAN recall days when individuality
had a meaning that was far different

from the one it holds today. There was
a time when being different was per-
ceived as a unique kind of good. Be-
ing yourself should never be a chore or
require much thinking to do.

As a young girl, I can honestly say
that I was not always proud of who I
was. This was mostly because I did
not understand who I was or who I was
supposed to be.

I grew up in a poor family and a poor
neighborhood; and trust me, that did
not leave much room for false pre-
tense. However, even within impover-
ishment there was still the fight to be
what others wanted me to be.

There were kids in my neighborhood
and at my school who had more than
I did by material standards. My par-
ents could not afford the nicer clothes
and things for me, so I simply did not
have them. This meant that fitting in
with the “cool” girls, the stylish-
clothes clique, was definitely a no-go
for me. A soft heart and weakness for
helping others kept me out of the band
of bullies club too.

So who was I, and where did I fit in?
I was smart and made good grades. I
was funny and well-liked by just
about everyone. I liked being nice to
people and treating them fairly. I was
helpful, talented, giving, and so many
other things. Yet I was also very shy
and quiet around people I did not
know.

As I moved into my teenage years, I
realized that all of these characteris-
tics made me enough! They made me
enough for God to use in any way He
chose. I eventually realized that even
though my clothes and hair may not
have been as trendy as most of my
peers, our hearts and desires bore
quite a few resemblances. We all
wanted to be loved and accepted by
those around us. We all wanted to be
the best at something in life—even if
we were not quite sure what it was yet.

At that moment of realization, I no

longer wanted to be anyone else. In-
stead, I was now thankful to God for
taking the time to create me. I was
thankful that He had created me with
the differences that made me less
popular because even if no one else
knew or understood anything about
me, He did. And He loved me for it. In
His eyes, every difference made
sense. I suppose it made Him smile
and even made Him proud of me for
not being ashamed of who He made
me to be and that I would not change
myself to fit in with the rest of the
world.

“By the grace of God, I am what I
am” (I Cor. 15:10), and His love and
grace are nothing to be ashamed of.

There are many moments in biblical
history where it was a person’s differ-
ences that God’s heart was drawn to
and not their conformity to the world
around them. One of my all-time fa-
vorite examples of this is illustrated in
the life of King David (I Sam. 16:6-13).
When Scripture describes David’s out-
ward appearance, it notes that he ap-
peared healthy and handsome. How-
ever, all of his brothers were more
likely taller, stronger-looking, more
skilled, and perhaps even more hand-
some. But God did not consider those
things during His quest for a new king
for His people. He wanted someone
with a heart of obedience, love,
courage, and the ability to do what
was right.

Not only was David a perfect fit to
do great things for God, but so are
you. Your quirky sense of humor, vi-
brant style, even quiet demeanor
make you absolutely perfect for every
task that God has created you to ac-
complish. Why? Because you were
fearfully and wonderfully made (Ps.
139:14)!

The most valuable lesson I learned
as a Sunday school teacher was to let
the little angels in my class be them-
selves. That did not mean that I al-
lowed the classroom to become a
free-for-all opportunity for them to get

wild and crazy. There was still struc-
ture. But that structure left plenty of
room for them to freely express their
personalities and creativity during our
time together.

Every now and then, I would get a
new child in the class who was very
quiet or would often shyly sit alone,
away from the rest of the class. In-
stead of making the child feel like an
outsider, I was patient with him and
loved him just as I would any other
child in the class. I would take time to
share a hug, laughter, a story, or a craft
activity with him at every opportunity
because I wanted him to know that he
was special. Needless to say, by the
end of our six months together, he was
more active and less reserved.

Times like that made me smile. I
smiled because it reminded me of the
bashful child I once was. Instances like
this made me remember how awk-
ward I felt because I knew the words
that I wanted to say but could not push
myself to be bold enough to speak
them.

I smiled because God gently took
that soft-spoken, scared little girl and
gave her courage. Even now, He still
gives her the right words to speak, to
the right people, at the right moment—
even to preschoolers in a Sunday
school class. I smile because I know
that someday He will do the same
things in their lives.

This example reminds me of anoth-
er biblical character—Moses. When
God chose Moses to be the front man
for leading His people out of Egypt,
Moses had plenty of the same ex cus-
es so many of us have when chosen to
do something that we do not feel
smart enough or strong enough to do
(cf. Exod. 3:9-14; 4:1-17). Moses did
not seem to have anywhere near as
much faith in his abilities as God had.
He did not think he could speak well or
have the influence and authority to get
the people to do what God wanted
them to do.

How awesome is it that God can

For Teens Only

Free to Be Me
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A. First, let me say that this is a profound
question. An “heir” is someone who re-
ceives something of value from some-
one who gives it to them, usually in a will.
So to become an heir of God means that
we will receive important gifts from God.

To be a fellow heir with Jesus links us
to what the Father has already given to
the Son. What this is we cannot know
exactly, but we can know that it has
something wonderful associated with it.
It most likely has to do with the redemp-
tion of the human race, which was made
possible by Jesus’ death on the cross. 

What God intended originally was to
enjoy fellowship with the race of beings
He originally created in His own image.
That image, of necessity, included the
ability to make choices. Choices imply
the ability to make poor choices. Adam,
following Eve’s deception, chose to sin.
We have inherited from Adam that sin-
ful nature. The new inheritance with Je-
sus Christ will include choice, but our
choices will now be the right ones be-
cause we will have been redeemed
from the slavery to sin.

Some wonder why bad things hap-
pen to those who seem to be “good”
people. One part of the answer to that
dilemma is that freedom to choose im-
plies freedom to choose wrong.

When the new heaven and new
earth are finally formed, we, the heirs
of the new earth and new heaven, will
enjoy pleasure and opportunity be-
yond any current understanding. For
all of us who have come to know Je-
sus Christ as our Saviour and Lord, the
best is definitely yet to come. It is also
for this reason that we should pray for
our unsaved friends. If they do not
trust the Lord Jesus, the best for them
is already here. If this is all they have,
they will be miserable eternally. But
with the Lord, they will inherit such
great blessings! �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. When do I become a responsible
adult according to the Bible?
A. The Bible does not give a definition
of what it means to be an adult. What
the Bible does talk about is the re-
sponsibility of adulthood. A few exam-
ples are “When I was a child, I spake
as a child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child: but when I became
a man, I put away childish things”
(I Cor. 13:11) and “Brethren, be not
children in understanding: howbeit in
malice be ye children, but in under-
standing be men” (14:20).

Childish ways probably are the
ways that a child thinks and acts. One
characteristic of childhood is self-cen-
teredness. We do not want to be child-
ish by always trying to get our own
way and thinking about what we want
more than about what is good for the
larger number of people. If we begin to
think of adulthood this way, we may
well consider the fact that some who
are adults in age are not really adults
in their attitudes and actions.

Teenagers are able to act the way
adults should act even before they are
considered adults by society. A great
example of this is found when we read
about the teenage Daniel: “But Daniel
purposed in his heart that he would not
defile himself with the portion of the
king’s meat, nor with the wine which he
drank: therefore he requested of the
prince of the eunuchs that he might not
defile himself” (Dan. 1:8). This is an ex-
ample of a youth acting the way an adult
should act. He knew what he believed,
and he knew the implications of what he
believed. He was willing to suffer for the
sake of what he believed. These are
adult attitudes and actions.

So, in my way of thinking, being an
adult has more to do with responsible
behavior coming from responsible
thinking than it does with what the cal-
endar may show about you.

Q. What does it mean when the Bible
says that we are “heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with him, that we may also be
glorified together” (Rom. 8:17)?

take the very things we dislike about
ourselves and use them for His glory!
I do not think these stories are just sto-
ries for us to read without getting
something from them. As a matter of
fact, I am more than certain that it is
the Master’s intent that we wisely ap-
ply to our lives the lessons within the
stories.

For example, I know that I am not
like anyone else in the whole wide
world. Similarities may exist from per-
son to person, but each of us was dis-
tinctly, lovingly, and uniquely created.

There have been times in the past
when I was among a group of people
at work, at church, or even with fami-
ly, and I became consciously aware of
my differences—in a good way. In-
stead of shrinking back and feeling
ashamed of them, I now embrace
them. But I have learned to extend that
appreciation beyond myself and also
embrace the differences in others as
well.

I love the fact that the people I love
most are a diverse representation of
my love for what makes others special
in God’s eyes. When I stand back and
watch my friends and family, I realize
that we are all shades, shapes, and
sizes. Some of my friends are social
butterflies with colorful personalities,
while other friends have off-the-wall
things about their characters that I
love.

Instead of negatively judging oth-
ers in my life because they are not
like me, I take the time to do what
God often does with us—that is, ac-
cept their personalities as God has
made them. In doing so, I can gladly
state that I have been blessed with
some undeniably tremendous, life-
long friendships.

When I was a little girl, I often won-
dered why God created such a variety
of people and cultures. As an adult, I
now jokingly share with my friends that
I believe He did this so that we would
all have to find ways to think outside
the box, learn to communicate with
one another, and enjoy discovering
and sharing in the oddities that bring
our worlds together.

In the saga of trying to figure out
who I was, I finally get it. The search
for me was a quest that should not
have existed at all. Because of God’s
love, I am free to be me! All I needed
to do was to be myself and accept my
differences, knowing that God had al-
ready done so. �

Teen Scene

Responsible Adults and Heirs of God
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN.
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MR. ZACHERY, or “Mr. Z” as the 
kids called him, looked down to

see Manny shifting from one foot to
the other as he waited for his turn to
speak to his teacher. Mr. Z finished his
conversation and turned to the newest
boy in his Sunday school class. He
had noticed earlier during the lesson
that Manny seemed very interested in
what he was teaching. His eyes had
never left Mr. Z as he moved around
the classroom sharing the lesson of
the day from Exodus 16.

“Hi, Manny. Did you want to speak
to me?”

“Um, yes, Mr. Z. I wondered about
the Bible story for today. Is it a true
story?”

“Why, yes, Manny. It is.”
“Did God really rain down food from

heaven for the people traveling in the
desert?”

“Yes. He gave them manna each
day with special instructions designed
to teach them that God is faithful and
trustworthy. Is there a specific ques-
tion about the lesson you want me to
go over with you?”

“Well, I remember that last week you
said we could ask God for things be-
cause He loves us and likes to provide
the things we need. If I need manna
like the people in the wilderness got,
could I ask God to give my family
some each day?”

Mr. Z gestured for Manny to have a
seat beside him. They both settled in
their seats; then Mr. Z lowered his
body until his face was almost even
with Manny’s. As the fifth-grade
teacher at Sunnybrook Elementary
School and a Sunday school teacher
at his church, he knew some things
about Manny and his family.

Despite the cheerful name, Sunny-
brook Elementary was located in a
part of town that was run-down and
filled with many families who had
hardships of one kind or another.
There was a lot of unemployment and
crime, and some scary guys hung

around on the noisy street corners.
When you walked down the streets,
there usually were people yelling at
each other. The little storefront church
they attended had bars on the doors
and windows, as did many of the
buildings on that block.

Manny’s mother worked at a local
market and had just recently started
bringing Manny, along with his little
brother and sister, to church every
Sunday. She wanted them to make
good decisions about their lives de-
spite the influences around them. She
always brought them in clean, ironed
clothes. It was apparent that she cared
very much for her children. Mr. Z did
not know much about Manny’s father.
He had never met him.

“God does want to provide for us,
Manny, but He might not do it the
same way He did at other times. Could
you tell me why you think your family
needs manna?”

“Well, school is ending soon, and
we get free lunches there. Mom lost
her job at the store, and she hasn’t
found another one yet. Dad hasn’t
been around for a while, so I have to
watch Crystal and Caleb while Mom
looks for another job. She went to

some office to fill out papers to see
whether someone would help us, but
she needed Dad to get her some pa-
per to turn in, and she can’t find him. 

“She was crying the other night, so
I thought that if we could get some
manna every day, she wouldn’t have to
worry about feeding us. That way, I
can help without—” His little voice
trailed off as he seemed to wrestle with
the desire to say more but was afraid
to.

Mr. Z looked thoughtful. Inside, he
was praying silently for God’s help as
he listened to Manny share his con-
cerns. He heard something in Manny’s
voice that made him feel that there
was more he wanted to say besides
what he had already said. Something
else was bothering him.

“Is there anything else that is trou-
bling you, Manny?” Tears began to roll
down the little boy’s face as he turned
his head up to meet his teacher’s eyes.

“Yes, sir. Well, I didn’t know about
God helping people, so one time I
stole a can of tuna from the market
where Mom used to work. Crystal and
Caleb were tired of peanut butter
sandwiches, and I was tired of hearing
them cry, so I thought I should do what

Boys and Girls

Manny’s Manna
BY DARLENE R. MILLER
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Coral

BY WANDA ERBSE

YOU might think that coral is made 
up of rocks, but it is actually made

from tiny animals called coral polyps.
Coral formations come in many shapes
and colors. Some have been named for
the objects they look like. Lettuce-leaf
coral looks like the makings of a salad.
Boulder corals look like huge rocks.
Staghorn coral looks like the antlers of
a deer. The star coral has tiny star
shapes covering it. Sea pens are soft
coral that look like the quill, or feather,
pens that people used a long time ago.

Most types of coral polyps take cal-
cium from seawater and convert it into
limestone shelters, or skeletons, around
their bodies. These polyps are called
hard, or true, corals. The “skeletons” re-
main on the seabed after the polyps die.

Other kinds of coral polyps convert
calcium or protein into internal skele-
tons. These are called soft corals.

The soft coral polyps live in warm,
shallow seawater primarily in the
South Pacific, the Indian Ocean, and
the Caribbean and nearby waters.
They look like plants, but they are ac-
tually made up of tiny, soft-bodied in-
vertebrates. They are related to sea
anemones and jellyfish. Corals used
for jewelry are found in the Mediter-
ranean Sea and the Sea of Japan.

Polyps fasten themselves to other
polyps and to the seabed to form
groups called colonies. Polyps cannot
move because they are attached to
the seabed. They consist of a stomach
and a mouth at one end. They use ten-

Manny on Sundays when he went to
Mr. Z’s class.

One day at the end of summer, Man-
ny ran into the Sunday school room
with a huge grin. He sat through the
lesson as usual, paying close attention
to Mr. Z as he taught from Exodus
about the faithfulness of God in bring-
ing the Israelites out of the wilderness
into the Promised Land.

Manny remembered the lesson on
manna and how it had helped him. He
was glad that he had gone to Mr. Z
when he did. Right now he could hard-
ly wait until class was over so that he
could share the news he had.

Once again, Manny waited while an-
other boy talked to Mr. Z. Just when it
seemed like forever, the boy said a
quick good-bye and yelled for his
friends to wait. He dashed out the door
to catch up to them as Manny stood
waiting for Mr. Z to put away his sup-
plies and to pick up his Bible and les-
son book to take home.

It took a moment for him to notice
the fidgety little boy waiting to get his
attention. “Why, Manny, may I help you
with something?” Mr. Z’s eyes always
seemed to twinkle when he talked to
the kids.

“Guess what, Mr. Z?” Manny began.
“I don’t know where to begin, Man-

ny. How about a hint?”
“Well, do you remember the lesson

on manna?”
“Yes, I do. Why? Is there something

that you need today?”
“Oh, no, Mr. Z. It’s just the opposite!

I went home last night after playing in
the park and found all sorts of food on
our table. I thought it was manna that
came straight from heaven! There
were hamburgers, mashed potatoes,
peach pie, and salad. They all were in
containers, sitting there waiting for us
to dig right in. Mom laughed when she
saw my face. We had a great dinner,
and then I asked her where the food
came from. You would never guess.

“My Mom got a job! It’s at a restau-
rant near us, and when the day is
done, they let Mom and the others
who work there take the rest of the
food home. How about that!”

Mr. Z laughed a hearty and wonder-
ful laugh. “God’s provision!” he said.
“An answer to our prayers. I’m so hap-
py to hear that. Let’s thank God to-
gether.”

Mr. Z put his hand on Manny’s
shoulder. They bowed their heads
while he and Mr. Z thanked God for
Manny’s manna! �

I could to help Mom. But I have felt re-
ally bad ever since.”

“Well, Manny, feeling bad is a good
thing. It is God’s Spirit telling you that
stealing is wrong and bringing you to
the point that you will ask God for for-
giveness. You’ve done the right thing
to look for another way, God’s way, to
tackle the problems you face. I’ll go to
the store with you to pay for the tuna.
OK? 

“In the meantime, I will answer your
question. Yes, God can send daily
food for our families, but He uses oth-
er ways to provide it rather than send
manna from heaven. Sometimes He
uses other people to help, and some-
times He provides ways for us to take
care of our loved ones. Today, we will
stop at the church food pantry and
send a couple of bags home with you.
Then I will share with your mother a
couple of summer programs I know
about that provide breakfast and
lunches for kids like you and your
brother and sister. Would that be
OK?”

“Sure.” Manny sighed with relief. At
Mr. Z’s suggestion, he bowed his head
and asked God to forgive him for steal-
ing the can of tuna. Then he asked
God to provide ways for his family to
make it through this difficult time and
for his mother to get help. When he
was done, he did not feel the weight of
the world on his little shoulders any-
more.

Manny was really glad that Mom
had sent them to Sunday school to
learn about God and how He cared for
them. He was glad he had learned that
when he did wrong things, God for-
gave him when he asked Him to. He
was even more glad that God would
help him so that he would not feel he
had to take charge and help out like a
man when he was just a boy.

Manny also learned that he could
help his mother by praying for the
things she needed to do in order to
take care of her family. He could pray
each day for “daily bread,” as in the
Lord’s Prayer that they were learning.

Manny skipped all the way to the
summer program with his little brother
and sister. They did fun things with
crafts and lessons and snacks. He
even invited a boy named Isaiah from
next door to join them because he
knew he was hungry sometimes too.
He was proud to tell Isaiah that his
name was in the Bible that Mr. Z had
given him. Isaiah said that made him
feel special, and he started joining

Noah’s Ark
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tacles that surround their mouths to
collect food such as plankton (small
animals and plant life). However, most
corals obtain the majority of their en-
ergy and nutrients from algae. The tiny
plants called algae live inside the
polyps and make food for them. Sun-
light makes this possible through a
process called photosynthesis. These
corals require sunlight and grow in
clear, shallow water at depths of less
than two hundred feet.

A coral reef is a structure made up
of many colonies of coral polyps.
These reefs develop in tropical and
subtropical waters. An example of a
coral reef is the Great Barrier Reef,
which is off the coast of Queensland,
Australia. It is the largest known coral
reef. Coral reefs protect coastlines
from waves that might otherwise
cause erosion.

A coral reef is a good place for
plants to grow, so fish and crabs come
to the reef to eat algae and seaweed
and the other plants growing there.
Fish that eat those kinds of fish also
frequent the coral reefs. 

One enemy of coral reefs is the par-
rotfish. These fish use their bony
beaks to snap off corals and eat them.

Unusual fish and other sea animals
take advantage of the shelter afforded
by the coral. Coral reefs are among the
most colorful and interesting places in
the sea and are found in tropical wa-
ters around the world. The underwater
world of brilliant colors and strange
shapes draws people to view the ex-
ceptional sights.

Sadly, many coral reefs are dying.
Scientists think that pollution, disease,
or water that is too warm may be the
cause. There are efforts to save the
coral. Other activities, like boating and
diving, also hurt the coral reefs.
Tourists can damage reefs by standing
on them or touching them. Coral reefs
grow very slowly, so damage can take
years to heal.

Plants and animals in a coral reef
community need one another. They
depend on each other for good health
and growth. We Christians need to
surround ourselves with other com-
mitted Christians to help us grow in
the Lord. The saying “There is strength
in numbers” is true! Hebrews 10:25
says, “Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the manner of
some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching.” �

You and Your Bible
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

Zacchaeus Wanted to See Jesus
Read Luke 19:1-4 to complete the puzzle.

�Zacchaeus Wanted to See Jesus:1.Jericho; 2.Zacchaeus; 3.chief;
4.rich; 5.Jesus; 6.climbed; 7.tree. Zacchaeus Made a Choice:
1.saw; 2.abide, house; 3.joyfully; 4.half, poor; 5.fourfold. Zacchaeus Became
a Believer:salvation, seek, save.

Answers:

Jesus had traveled through (1). A man named (2) was a (3) publican (tax col-
lector). He was (4). He wanted to see (5). Many people were there waiting to see
Jesus. Zacchaeus was short, so he (6) a sycamore (7) to see Jesus.

Zacchaeus Made a Choice
Read Luke 19:5-8. Unscramble the following words, and use them to fill in the

blanks of the sentences.

SUHEO  FOYLUJLY  DAEBI  ORPO  DFOOLRUF  LAHF  AWS
1. Jesus looked up into the tree and ________ Zacchaeus (verse 5).

2. Jesus said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must
____________ at thy ____________” (verse 5).

3. Zacchaeus hurried down and received Jesus __________________ (verse 6).

4. Zacchaeus told Jesus that he would give __________ of his goods to the
__________ (verse 8).

5. Zacchaeus also said he would give back __________________ what he had
wrongly taken from someone (verse 8).

Zacchaeus Became a Believer
Read Luke 19:9 and 10, and fill in the blanks.

Jesus said to Zacchaeus, “This day is ____________________ come to this
house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abraham” (verse 9).

“For the Son of man is come to __________ and to __________ that which was
lost” (verse 10).

1. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

2. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

3. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

4. ____ ____ ____ ____

5. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

6. ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____

7. ____ ____ ____ ____



SPRING QUARTER 2015 (107) 43

Wit and Wisdom

“No man has a right to do as he pleas-
es  until he pleases to do right.”

* * *  

“It is better to make an enemy by tak-
ing a stand than to make two by being
on the fence.”

* * *

Burton Hillis: “Experience teaches
that love of flowers and vegetables is
not enough to make a man a good gar-
dener. He must also hate weeds.”

* * *

“Too many of us speak twice before
we think once.”

* * *

“Good manners. How can children
have them without seeing any?”

* * *

“There are three ways to tell whether
you are getting old: first, a loss of
memory; second—”

* * *

“A letter from a college student:
‘Please send food packages! All they
serve here is breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner.’”

* * *

John Burroughs: “A man can fail
many times, but he isn’t a failure in life
until he begins to blame somebody
else.”

* * *

“A little boy . . . declared he wanted a
haircut. ‘How would you like it cut,
son?’ asked the barber. ‘Like Grand-
pa’s . . . real short . . . with a hole in the
top.’” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

Repentance and
Forgiveness

Henry Ward Beecher: “God pardons
like a mother, who kisses the offense
into everlasting forgiveness.”

* * *

Augustine: “There is one case of
death-bed repentance recorded—the
penitent thief—that no one should de-
spair; and only one, that no one should
presume.”

* * *

Martin Luther: “To do so no more is
the truest repentance.”

* * *

F. W. Robertson: “A heart renewed—
a loving heart—a penitent and humble
heart—a heart broken and contrite,
purified by love—that and only that is
the rest of men. Spotlessness may do
for angels, repentance unto life is the
highest that belongs to man.”

* * *

Charles H. Spurgeon: “Let us go to
Calvary to learn how we may be for-
given. And then let us linger there to
learn how to forgive.”

* * *

Oswald Chambers: “If you ever
cease to know the virtue of repen-
tance, you are in darkness. Examine
yourself and see if you have forgotten
how to be sorry.”

* * *

Sarah Williams: “Because Thou hast
borne with me all this while, / Hast
smitten me with love until I weep,
/ Hast called me, as a mother calls her
child, / O Lord, I do repent.”

* * *

Andrew Murray: “God’s full and free
forgiveness is to be the rule of ours
with man. . . . Every prayer rests upon
our faith in God’s pardoning grace. If
God dealt with us after our sins, not
one prayer could be heard.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“Reverend, I’d say it certainly looks like you
have church mice.” 

“You mean we have to thank God for mud
pies?”

“Cheer up. There’ll be somebody here Sun-
day.”
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JOHN WESLEY, Charles Spurgeon, 
and David Livingstone all gave

credit for their spiritual calling to pray-
ing mothers. Missionary John G. Pa-
ton stands among a much smaller
group whose spiritual growth can be
traced to the result of a father’s prayer.

How exciting it is, then, to discover
in Scripture the prayer of Manoah,
who prayed diligently for his son,
Samson! Manoah was like many fa-
thers in that he first prayed for his child
before the son was born. When his
wife, who had been promised a child
by God, told her husband about it, he
“intreated the Lord” (Judg. 13:8).

When should a father quit praying
for a child? Should he pray for a
healthy birth and then stop? Should he
pray for the child’s salvation and feel
that he has done enough? Should he
pray for his children until they start
school or until they get married and
then stop? Certainly, a father would
not want to stop praying on the day his
son or daughter gets a driver’s license!

Obviously, a father should never
stop praying for his children. Knowing
how to pray for them may be more dif-
ficult than being aware of the need to
pray for them, however. Manoah’s
prayer is instructive in several ways.

First, we observe that Manoah
prayed with great fervency. The origi-
nal word for “intreated” indicates that
he was determined to persevere until
he had an answer. He was not going to
stop praying for his child.

In his prayer Manoah addressed God
as “my Lord,” showing that he knew
God personally. Manoah’s faith was like
that of Abraham, who “believed God,
and it was counted unto him for right-
eousness” (Rom. 4:3). A father who
prays effectively for his children must
have a personal relationship with God.
He must be a father who has placed his
trust in Jesus Christ for salvation.

Manoah’s faith extended not only to
salvation but also to the promise of
God concerning the approaching birth.
He did not question what his wife told
him but asked for instruction in regard
to “the child that shall be born” (Judg.
13:8). Manoah believed God com-

pletely. His prayer was the type that
Christ commended in Matthew 17:20.

The content of Manoah’s prayer is
also instructive to fathers today who
see the need to pray for their children.
What should fathers desire for their
children? How should fathers pray?

Manoah’s first plea was for godly in-
fluence. He petitioned God for the re-
turn of the “man of God” (Judg. 13:8)
who had appeared to his wife. Manoah
wanted that godly influence to impact
the life of the child who was yet to be
born. As fathers, we have a great deal
of control over the role models who en-
ter our homes, whether through televi-
sion and books or in person. We should
pray that God will help us train our chil-
dren to respect and follow men of God.

The next part of Manoah’s prayer
was for parental wisdom. He peti-
tioned, “Teach us what we shall do unto
the child” (Judg. 13:8). One of the wis-
est things we as fathers can do in pray-
ing for our children is to offer a prayer
for ourselves. Good parenting requires
divine wisdom. As fathers, we need to
be taught the Word before we can
teach it to our children. We should pray
for God to give us wisdom, and then we
should diligently seek it in His Word. A
well-taught father is one of the greatest
gifts any father can give to his child.

Manoah prayed not only for himself
but also specifically for the child to be
born. He asked God for wisdom con-
cerning how he and his wife should
“order the child” and what they should
“do unto him” (Judg. 13:12). These
two requests concerned the boy’s
spiritual and vocational development.
Manoah wanted to know how to de-
velop his son’s life and work.

God has given fathers the responsi-
bility of ordering or organizing the early
development of their children. Fathers
are to be sensitive to the emotional de-
velopment of their children and are told,
“Provoke not your children to wrath”
(Eph. 6:4). That could include anything
from teasing them unmercifully to put-
ting unreasonable demands on them
and thus fueling a bitter, inward anger.
Fathers should ask God for wisdom in
how to develop character in children

that is patterned after the fruit of the
Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).

Fathers have a major responsibility in
promoting the spiritual growth of their
children. When Manoah asked God
how to order his child’s life, God in-
structed the parents in how to order
their own lives. The example of parents
before their children will be the
strongest influence on how the children
relate to God when they are grown.

The family in which I was born, plus
the one into which I married, produced
seven preachers and Bible college
teachers. The reason is very simple.
My father and my wife’s father, by their
examples, developed in their children
a love for God and His work.

An old Jewish proverb says, “He that
does not teach his son, or cause him to
be taught, some trade or business, is all
one as if he taught him to be a thief, to
steal privately or to rob publicly” (Gill,
Body of Divinity, Turner Lassetter).

We could paraphrase that to read,
“He who does not teach his son to love
the church and to serve God gladly in
His church might as well teach him to
be an agnostic, to hate God privately,
or to oppose God publicly.” Fathers
need to pray for the spiritual develop-
ment of their children and then order
their own lives so that they set the right
example of such development.

Manoah’s final plea involved the
work his son would accomplish. The
father realized that he had a responsi-
bility to prepare his child for the future.
Mission agencies and seminaries warn
that in the next generation there will be
a tremendous shortage of Christian
workers both at home and on the mis-
sion fields of the world. Directly con-
tributing to this shortage may be the
failure of fathers to pray that God will
call their children into His work.

As fathers, we can do many things
for our children, such as teaching
them to play sports, to excel in school,
or to be successful in business. The
most important and beneficial thing
we can do for them, however, is to
pray for them. How much time have
you spent praying for your children
this week, Dad? �

Dad’s Den

Needed: Praying Fathers
BY ROBERT A. ALLEN, M.A., M.DIV.



SPRING QUARTER 2015 (109) 45

We followed the same pattern when
memorizing Psalm 23. We read it to-
gether, starting with the first half and
then adding a line. Sometimes I would
read a sentence, and then they would
read a sentence. This became a game
for them. They now have both the
Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 23 memo-
rized. It is needful to practice them as
time goes by in order to keep the vers-
es well in mind.

There was a young girl in the church
we attended some years ago who ex-
pressed a desire to memorize Scrip-
ture. My husband was in charge of the
particular group this girl was in, so he
began giving her verses and then sec-
tions of chapters to memorize. She
could not get enough as her mind
soaked up the Scriptures. It was not
long before she had committed many
chapters to memory. She went on to
attend college and then medical
school. She became a surgeon at the
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota.
How blessed we were to have had the
opportunity to encourage her to fill her
mind with God’s Word!

“Come, ye children, hearken unto
me: I will teach you the fear of the
Lord” (Ps. 34:11). How important it is
to remind ourselves that we have
many opportunities to encourage oth-
ers to plant God’s Word in their hearts.
It is also important that we do the
same thing—not only memorize the
Word of God but also put it to work in
our lives. As we help others learn the
Word, we will find that we are doing the
same.

We all struggle to become the peo-
ple our Lord wants us to be. We live
very busy lives, and there is so much
around us that reaches out for our at-
tention. Making the Word of God a part
of our everyday activities will keep us
closer to Him and allow us to be used
by the Lord in the lives of others. Our
children are so precious, and doing all
we can to plant God’s Word in their
minds and hearts is the most impor-

stressful for adults. Do not tell children
that they have to memorize a passage.
They immediately set up a mental
block when they hear those words. It
works much better to print the pas-
sage, poem, or verse and have the
child read it to you three times a day
for a week. Sometimes it will take
more than a week for some children,
but it will surprise you to notice that af-
ter a few days, the child is able to re-
peat lines without looking.

When my children had passages to
memorize for activities at church or
school, they would come home com-
plaining about how much they had to
learn. I would take the material, type it
out, and put it in an easily accessible
spot. Whenever there was an oppor-
tunity, I would hand the child the pa-
per and ask him to read it to me. Be
careful not to interrupt something they
are doing when having them read to
you. Wait for a time when they are be-
tween activities, waiting for a snack or
meal, or even riding with you in the car.

When preparing material you would
like your children to memorize, make it
attractive and easy to read. Double
space the lines, make short sen-
tences, and group thoughts together.
This should be done without changing
a word of the verse or verses.

I have two grandsons who live only
a few blocks away from our home.
They are often at our house as their
mother, my daughter, teaches school.
I thought it would be a good idea to
have them work on memorizing some
Scripture.

I made copies of the Lord’s Prayer
from Matthew 6:9-13 and Psalm 23.
We read through the Lord’s Prayer on
several occasions. It was not long be-
fore they were able to say it without the
copy. I often walk with them as they
are going back home from staying with
me. We are able to discuss the pas-
sage and what it means. Understand-
ing what is being memorized is very
important for application and spiritual
growth.

CHILDREN’S minds are l ike 
sponges. They do not realize

they are soaking up what they read
and hear, but they do it with seeming
ease. That gives us as parents a great
opportunity to plant God’s Word in
their hearts and minds.

When I was a child, there was a
framed poem on the wall just outside
the bathroom. As I passed by it when
entering the bathroom, I would read a
sentence. Before long, I had memo-
rized the entire poem. I did not pur-
posefully try to memorize it, but I did.
I can still repeat it today.

Later, when I had children of my
own, I thought of this and put the idea
to work. I wanted them to learn God’s
Word and to hide it in their hearts (cf.
Ps. 119:9-11).

God gave the children of Israel laws
and commandments to live by. In
Deuteronomy 11:19-21, we read that
Moses told the children of Israel, “And
ye shall teach them your children,
speaking of them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up. And thou shalt
write them upon the door posts of
thine house, and upon thy gates: that
your days may be multiplied, and the
days of your children, in the land which
the Lord sware unto your fathers to
give them, as the days of heaven upon
the earth.”

With these verses in mind, I copied
verses from God’s Word onto colored
paper and made designs around the
edges. I made sure they fit the age-
group of my children. I put them on the
wall in the bathroom, on the wall in
their bedrooms, and on the refrigera-
tor. We also had a bulletin board that I
kept current by posting new photos
and notes. I also kept a biblical poem
or Bible verse on it. I would change the
verse or poem weekly. Children have
to read something through only two or
three times before it takes root.

There are ways to make memoriza-
tion easy for children and thus less

One Mother to Another

Our Children
BY VIRGINIA DOYENS
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TEARS dripped onto my pillow as 
the hands of the clock moved

slowly through the night. Someone
had slashed my daughter with sharp
words, and I struggled to know how to
help her heal. The Bible verse that
came to my mind was “There is that
speaketh like the piercings of a sword:
but the tongue of the wise is health”
(Prov. 12:18).

I grew up in a home where words
were often used as weapons, but I
have learned the incredible healing
power that words can also hold. That
night, I started to use words to pray
that my daughter would be very aware
of God’s loving presence. I asked the
Comforter to comfort her as only He
could. In the morning, I assured her of
my love and God’s love. I also encour-
aged her to pray for the one whose
words had inflicted pain. She healed
quickly and completely, and now the
relationship with the person who hurt
her has also healed.

GOD IS RELATIONAL
Throughout eternity, the three Be-

ings of the Trinity have enjoyed a per-
fect relationship, and the Triune God
created human beings in His image.
We long to relate with Him and with
others He created, for our relational
Creator designed us with that desire.

God expressed Himself through
speaking into being a relational world.
He made every part of creation so that
it requires a shared association to ex-
ist and function. God wants us to in-
teract in loving, healthy ways.

Communication is a vital part of re-
lationship. The Triune God chose to
reach out to us through spoken words
that resulted in creation, written words
that resulted in the Bible, and the Liv-
ing Word (Jesus).

We connect with God and human
beings through words. This means
more than begging God for favors and
dumping data on people.

WORDS BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
Every time we speak with God or

people, we are building some type of
relationship. I have to keep reminding
myself of that as I choose words to
pray for and to say to my family and
other people.

I have to believe that it is more im-
portant to build a loving relationship
with my family than it is to pay bills,
achieve a goal, or win an argument.
Sometimes in the heat of stress, my
tone sounds as if I valued tasks more
than relationships. Then I have to stop
and think—sometimes apologize—
and readjust my priorities.

RELATING WITH GOD
Jane had a debt she could not pay,

but she went to the bank and withdrew
all the money she needed. How did
she do it?

Jane’s father was rich, and he had
given her brother control of his money.
Her brother gave her power of attor-
ney (permission to use his name and
withdraw what she needed).

That is a physical picture of our spir-
itual situation. We are bankrupt spiri-
tually, but our Heavenly Father pos-
sesses all we need. The sinless Jesus
paid the highest possible price so that
we can join the Trinity’s circle of love
and draw on their resources.

God has given control to His Son,
Jesus Christ, who has given us per-
mission to use His name and withdraw
all we need to live in a way that glori-
fies God: “And whatsoever ye shall
ask in my name, that will I do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son”
(John 14:13).

I cannot toss the name of Jesus
into my prayer and use it like a good
luck charm. I cannot use His holy
name for selfish gain. Praying in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ is se-
rious, and I cannot take it lightly.
When I pray in His name, I must pray
in His will.

RELATING WITH HUMAN BEINGS
Once we receive from God, we

can share with other human beings.
If I made an amazing gift and gave it
to my children, I would expect them
to respect it, not hurt each other with
it.

God has given us the beautiful gift of
communication. Our words have the
potential to hurt or to heal, to tear
down or to build up, to share hate or
to share love. Our words can either
sting or provide sweet nourishment.
An illustration of this can be drawn
from the Hebrew word da-bar (to
speak), from which the Hebrew words
debora (honeybee) and da-ba-r (word)
derive.

If we who are a part of Christ’s
body hurt another person who is a
part of Christ’s body, does it hurt
Christ? Of course it does. It also can
impede His purpose for their lives
and grieve the Holy Spirit. The Apos-
tle Paul wrote, “Let no corrupt com-
munication proceed out of your
mouth, but that which is good to the
use of edifying, that it may minister
grace unto the hearers. And grieve
not the holy Spirit of God” (Eph. 4:29-
30).

WHAT IS INSIDE EMERGES
“A good man out of the good

treasure of his heart bringeth forth
that which is good; and an evil man
out of the evil treasure of his heart
bringeth forth that which is evil: for
of the abundance of the heart his
mouth speak eth” (Luke 6:45). What
is inside us, good or bad, will pour
out of our mouths. No matter how
hard we try, we cannot control our
tongues by our own power. Inspired
by the Holy Spirit, James wrote, “But
the tongue can no man tame” (Jas.
3:8).

Only when we are connected to Je-
sus will we see spiritual growth that
causes godly character to emerge in

Family Life

The Powerful Potential of Words
BY ARLENE KNICKERBOCKER
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desperately wicked: who can know
it?” (Jer. 17:9).

Is what I am saying led by love?
Am I saying this because it is in the
best interest of the person I am
telling? Does an emotion such as
fear or anger drive my words; or
does the Lord of love control my
tongue?

CHANGING OUR WORDS
When we try to change our words,

we must deal with core issues first.
We cannot make excuses and ration-
alize (tell ourselves rational lies). We
must listen to God tell us the truth in
love.

“If there be therefore any consola-
tion in Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bow-
els and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye
be likeminded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind. Let
nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory; but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem other better than themselves”
(Phil. 2:1-3).

Let us ask God to give us godly at-
titudes and thoughts that will result in
godly words that result in healthy re-
lationships. This is how to produce
godly families. �

CHANGING OUR THOUGHT
PATTERNS

“When my first three children were
all under five, everything needed
ironing. That was before wrinkle-free
or permanent press clothing. I ironed
pillowcases, kitchen towels, hand-
kerchiefs, and the clothes all five of
us wore. At that time, little girls
played in dresses with matching ruf-
fled panties and little boys wore
ironed shirts and pants. I had plenty
to do without ironing, and I began to
resent it.

“One evening I was watching tele-
vision while ironing. A comedienne
talked about burying her ironing in
the back yard. I looked at the full bas-
kets surrounding me and was tempt-
ed. Instead, I turned off the television
and began to pray as I ironed. I
thanked God that I had a bed to sleep
in and pillowcases to iron. I prayed
for people sleeping in streets with no
pillows. I thanked God for each fam-
ily member as I ironed his or her
clothes.

“This single change adjusted my
attitude, which altered our family life”
(Knickerbocker, 12 Ways to Make
Your Words Count, The Write Spot,
2013).

EXPRESSING GOD’S LOVE
God gave us the gift of communi-

cation, and we can give words to one
another that express love and en-
courage faith. As Christian parents,
we are responsible to disciple our
children and help them grow into
faithful members of Christ’s body. It
would seem that we do this by speak-
ing the truth in love.

“But speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things, which is
the head, even Christ: from whom the
whole body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part,
maketh increase of the body unto the
edifying of itself in love” (Eph. 4:15-
16).

To speak the truth in love demands
constant awareness of what we are
saying. Is what I am saying true?
Sometimes we assume that some-
thing is true because it is our opinion
or the opinion of someone who told us
it was true. Maybe we just want some-
thing to be true so badly that we de-
ceive ourselves into thinking it is. “The
heart is deceitful above all things, and

words that display God’s glory and ex-
tend His grace. Jesus said, “Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the
vine; no more can ye, except ye abide
in me. I am the vine, ye are the branch-
es: He that abideth in me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit”
(John 15:4-5).

Jesus was not talking about grapes,
although He told this metaphor to
those who understood growing
grapes.

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temper-
ance” (Gal. 5:22-23). These are God’s
attributes, and they grow in us when
the Holy Spirit lives in us and has con-
trol. If our words are not showing these
qualities, we must check our connec-
tion with Jesus.

My computer stopped working one
day last week, and I checked the pow-
er supply. I had forgotten to plug it into
the outlet.

When I forget to connect with Je-
sus, I lack the power to speak words
of love. My words and tone of voice
reveal jealousy rather than joy, pres-
sure rather than peace, loss of tem-
per rather than long-suffering. My
words reveal the world’s way of
thinking and speaking—with disre-
spect, malice, lack of faith, pride, and
selfishness.

If I claim to be a Christ follower, my
words should expose an attitude like
His: “Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 2:5).

INPUT DETERMINES OUTPUT
We constantly hear complaints, and

we are guilty of it ourselves. Yet God
does not take complaining lightly. It
shows a lack of trust in His love and
provisions.

God had released the Israelites
from slavery and showed them great
love, but still they complained. It
would be easy for me to look down on
them, but I complain about far small-
er hardships than eating the same
thing every day and wearing the same
clothes every day for forty years,
though God has released me from sin
and met all my needs.

Focusing on the good gifts God
has given us rather than on what our
flesh demands will change our lives.
As we draw our children’s attention to
God’s good gifts, they will take on
that mind-set.

tant help we can be to them.
Paul wrote to Timothy, “But contin-

ue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of,
knowing of whom thou hast learned
them; and that from a child thou hast
known the holy scriptures, which are
able to make thee wise unto salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus”
(II Tim. 3:14-15).

What we learn as children remains in
our minds as we mature into adult-
hood. We all want this for our children,
grandchildren, neighbor children, and
any others who are part of our lives.

Psalm 100 is another excellent pas-
sage for us and for our children to
commit to memory. Verse 5 tells us,
“For the Lord is good; his mercy is
everlasting; and his truth endureth to
all generations.” This is a precious
promise. �

Our Children

(Continued from page 45)
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JESUS has and is always in the busi-
ness of making “all things new”

(cf. II Cor. 5:17). When I think of East-
er, I think of beginnings—not in a cre-
ation sense but from the “newness of
l ife” (Rom. 6:4) perspective, the
reawakening, renewing, rekindling of
life.

I am a product of Michigan. Born
and raised in the Midwest, I am not a
foreigner to the changes of seasons.
I bask in the hot days of summer and
the promise of cooler temperatures
in fall. I love the first snowflake of the
winter season, but I anticipate noth-
ing more than our renewal called
“spring.”

Spring includes the promise of
something new. After enduring 
the below-freezing temperatures
throughout the winter season, nothing
is as encouraging to see as a flower
poking its first sprouts out of the
ground in anticipation of catching a bit
of sun or a red-breasted robin flitting
about the lawn in search of twigs to
build a nest for a soon-to-be-hatched
family.

It is the same for Easter. This holiday
helps us celebrate the newness of
life—life that is given to us through the
death and resurrection of our Saviour
Jesus. In a symbolic way, this resem-
bles spring.

The newness of the Easter season
brings to our family the joy of possibly
purchasing new clothes for the special
Sunday. The dark winter clothes we
have been wearing are shed for fresh,
spring pastels. Heavy, woolen winter
coats are stored away for another sea-
son, giving way to lighter jackets and
even summer sandals.

It has also been a tradition at our
home to enjoy a new potted flower for
our Easter Sunday table. Even though
our lawn could still be dead and yellow
from the winter season, we can still en-
joy a bit of “newness” of life on the
table.

Dark, snow-laden winter clouds are
replaced by brighter, lighter skies.
Winter blues can soon be replaced by
sunshine-filled spring days. Soon the
buckets of maple syrup can be stored
away for another season as the fluid in
the budding trees is needed to nourish
the new baby leaves beginning to
emerge.

For a few short weeks, everything
seems new and fresh. The lawns turn
an emerald green, and the bare trees
begin to bud. Nothing smells better
than the first time the lawn is mowed
and the earth is turned to reveal
fresh soil, ready for planting. Ask
anyone from the Midwest, and he
will tell you that the smells of spring
are like nothing else—fresh, clean,
and new. Windows are cracked open
for fresh air.

It is warm enough during the East-
er season to get outside and wash
your home’s windows. Most house-
wives hate to see dirty curtains on a
freshly washed window. Newly laun-
dered curtains can flutter freely in
the incoming breezes of the new
season.

Nothing feels better to me than to
have the opportunity to get outside to
dig up my flower beds, preparing them
for a new season of blooms. Some-
thing about getting my hands into the
fresh soil and uprooting a night crawler
or two brings joy and a newness to my
heart.

God is in the business of making
things new. It seems especially so at
Easter. Ezekiel 11:19 reads, “And I
will give them one heart, and I will put
a new spirit within you; and I will take
the stony heart out of their flesh, and
will give them an heart of flesh.” He
takes our cold, winter hearts and
makes them fresh and new, l ike
spring.

How can He do this? The Easter hol-
iday celebrates when Jesus died a
cruel, horrible death to pay the penal-

ty and payment of our sins. After He
died, He was buried in a borrowed
tomb.

But that was not the end. After three
days, our Lord Jesus rose from the
dead in newness of life.

Romans 6:4 says, “Therefore we are
buried with him by baptism into death:
that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in new-
ness of life.” We do not stay dead in
our sin. We become new. This is our
celebration of Easter.

When we accept the fact that we are
born sinners and that nothing we can
do can take away our sins, we know
we need Jesus. His death and resur-
rection is proof that He is the only one
to pay the price of our death penalty.
When we accept that payment and of-
fer Him ourselves in service, we get
new life. As it says in II Corinthians
5:17, “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.”

Our lives become new, and our
walk needs to reflect that newness of
life. From our actions to our atti-
tudes, everything needs to become
new.

We will think in new ways. We will
want to be serving others instead of
just pleasing ourselves. We will seek
God’s plans for our lives, not our
own selfish ways. We will become
new.

That is what Easter is all about. It is
not just about a change of season or
the prospect of having new clothes or
wearing a new hat. It is about newness
of life.

There will come a day when what
we read in Revelation 21:5 will be ful-
filled: “And he that sat upon the
throne said, Behold, I make all things
new.” “Even so, come, Lord Jesus”
(22:20). �

Busy Making All Things New
BY ELIZABETH WEHMAN
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(40:25). People who come to under-
stand “glory in” the Holy One (41:16).
The huge changes in history that will
come after Isaiah’s time are all from
the Holy One, whose purposes are
above everything (vs. 20). The Gentiles
will desire to know the Holy One of Is-
rael, and God’s purposes will surely
come to pass through Israel in spite of
themselves (chap. 60).

HOLY: THE PROMISE IS SURE
Promises from God are not like the

flattering assurances of human com-
merce or power. The words of re-
demption from God are separate from
the disappointing lies of vain ambition.
Therefore, many of Isaiah’s uses of the
name “Holy One” concern the certain-
ty of the promise and the greatness of
final redemption. His message was
especially for the ears of disciples who
cared, who believed, and who hung on
every word.

God is Israel’s Husband, the re-
deeming Father who will not allow Is-
rael to be ashamed forever (Isa. 54:5-
8). He will make both Messiah and
Israel great in the eyes of the Gentiles
in the last days (49:7). Jerusalem will
become a place Gentiles look to in or-
der to know God (60:14). The fulfill-
ment of promises of God throughout
the years and especially in the last
days will bring Jewish people to faith
in their Holy One (29:23).

“Holy God” emphasizes God’s char-
acter and ways as being above the
lower things we experience in human
society. Nations and corporations
have their ways. God has His. Israel’s
Holy One is the Holy One of the church
through Jesus Christ, and Christians
are a holy nation parallel to Israel (I Pet.
2:9). The promises in Isaiah and the
kingdom promises of Jesus should be
a source of quietness and peace. 

The answer to fear and doubt is to
delve much more deeply into know-
ing the Holy One. Being religious is
not enough. God is not simply a pro-
tector. We need to know our Master
(cf. Isa. 1:3) and fully understand His
character and ways. He is holy be-
cause He is different. We are made
holy when we know Christ and live by
His character and ways. �

would reveal Himself to the world
(Exod. 19:5; cf. Gen. 12:3).

The basic meaning of “holy” is some-
thing separated from common things
for a divine purpose. How, then, is God
the Holy One, and why was this name
for God so emphasized by Isaiah?

HOLY: OUR NEED TO KNOW GOD
Isaiah and his family and a group of

disciples lived by faith (Isa. 8:16-18) in
a time when people were religious
(1:12-17) but ignorant about God’s
character and will (vs. 3). One of the first
reasons Isaiah emphasized God’s na-
ture as the supremely Holy One is that
this was exactly what the people need-
ed to understand about God. To them,
God was just a protector and a bene-
factor. Their many offerings were, sup-
posedly, a kind of bribe to buy God’s fa-
vor and make Jerusalem strong in
military might and commercial suc-
cess. Their minds were on the wrong
purpose for Jerusalem, for the nation of
Judah, and for the way to be at peace.

There was a covenant, spelled out
clearly in Leviticus and Deuteronomy,
that said by keeping God’s command-
ments of love, justice, and goodness,
all Israel would be abundantly blessed
with peace and food. God designated
Israel for a purpose, setting the people
apart. Likewise, God was far above all
merely human ways of feebly attempt-
ing to find success. The Holy One has
always been separate from human
striving. His nature is separated from
all forms of competition and ambition
and is instead one of pure goodness.
By trusting  in the weak things, the
people were missing holiness.

Isaiah’s message was that people
needed to know God’s character and
ways. The truth is deeper than the
shallow avenues by which humanity
attempts to gain an upper hand.
Therefore, Isaiah’s teaching, received
from God, can be summarized as
“Thus saith the Lord God, the Holy
One of Israel; In returning and rest
shall ye be saved; in quietness and in
confidence shall be your strength”
(Isa. 30:15; cf. 26:3).

The Holy One of Israel is present
with Israel (Isa. 12:6). The Holy One
cannot be compared to kings or even
the gods of the surrounding nations

HOLY ONE” is a name for God used 
by Isaiah the prophet more than

by any other. The name is used thirty
times in the book of Isaiah, usually as
“Holy One of Israel” (twenty-five
times), once as “Holy One of Jacob,”
and four times as “Holy One” only.

In the only speech of any length by
Isaiah in II Kings, he told Hezekiah, king
of Judah, the word of the Lord concern-
ing King Sennacherib of Assyria, who
was attacking Jerusalem: “Against
whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and
lifted up thine eyes on high? even
against the Holy One of Israel” (19:22).

Apart from Isaiah, the name “Holy
One” is used of God only a few times
in Job, Psalms, Jeremiah, Ezekiel,
Habakkuk, and Hosea. What was it
about this title that was so important
to Isaiah’s message?

“HOLY”: BASIC MEANING
Whatever is holy is separated from

other things for some purpose of God.
The first time the word occurs in the
Bible is in the account of Moses before
the burning bush. The ground near the
bush was holy, though only while the
glory of God was in the bush. Moses
had to remove his shoes, apparently
an ancient way of respecting the
majesty of the presence of God that
was so near (Exod. 3:5).

Items can be designated as holy.
The garments of the high priest were
said to be holy, meaning they were
never to be used by someone else or
in ways other than those designed by
God (cf. Exod. 28:2). The tabernacle
and its furniture and all the offerings
designated as separated for God were
holy (cf. 40:9).

Times can be designated as holy.
The weekly Sabbath, which Israel was
commanded to observe with no work,
was called holy (Exod. 16:23; 20:8). It
was not a common day, one that could
be used for just any purpose. It was
separated from other days and to be
used only as God commanded.

A nation can be separated as holy
unto God. The children of Israel are a
holy nation (Exod. 19:6). Once again,
this has to do with separation. God se-
lected Israel as the one nation from
many designated for a certain task: to
be the vessel through which God

The Holy One of Israel
BY DEREK LEMAN
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MY father was a night-shift worker 
when I was a young child. My

mother worked days. So before I was
old enough to go to school, I was of-
ten left to occupy myself while Dad
slept during the forenoon.

I went around the house or sat on the
stairs, whispering to myself and the in-
visible characters in a story I was imag-
ining. My soft cloth doll, Honey Lou,
and I could entertain ourselves for a
long time until Dad finally woke up.

My mother would tell me later she
believed that Dad’s night-shift job was
partly responsible for my becoming a
writer. The need to quietly entertain
myself and the opportunity for imagi-
native play was a winning combination
for a writer-in-the-making.

In elementary school, I immediately
took interest whenever the teacher
said, “Write a story about—” When I
was in the sixth grade, Uncle Walter
chuckled appreciatively over my hu-
morous parody of Robinson Crusoe.
His response was a precious gift.

Writing served me well as I sorted
through the turbulent emotions of
adolescence. I wrote my hopes,
thoughts, and plans in a journal. I
wrote poems no one would ever read
to work through issues of faith, life,
and love by way of the written word.

I was blessed to have sound Bible
teaching throughout high school, and
I had a deep desire to serve God. Al-
though I did not know how it could be
done, I knew I wanted to use writing as
a means of telling the world about the
love of God and His amazing plan of
salvation. I wanted to write because I
had something important to say.

What is your story? Every Christian
has one. I once heard Dr. Viggo Olsen
talk about his experiences during the
revolution that created the nation of
Bangladesh, which he wrote about in the
book Daktar Diplomant in Bangladesh
(Kregel). He made the statement that to
write a great book, one must have a
great experience. I wondered whether I
could ever write a great book, for my life
was so unremarkable. Then I realized
that spiritual rebirth is the greatest expe-
rience in life. As a writer, I could tell my
own story and that of others.

In the course of my work as a news-
paper reporter, I have met many peo-

ple who say they want to write. Like
me, they believe they have something
worth saying. And they are right. While
the plan of salvation, or the interpreta-
tion of difficult Bible passages, or
counsel about successful living, or
stories of inspiration stemming from
triumph have been the topics of count-
less books and articles, each person
who tells the story brings his or her
own experience to the retelling. It is
one of the unique aspects that make
writing the perfect tool for every per-
son to use in sharing his or her faith.

Another factor that makes writing
the perfect medium for the greatest
story of all is that it lasts. Granted,
nothing on earth is permanent; but the
printed page, the written word, can
survive unchanged for generations.

In his book Communicate to
Change Lives in Person and Print
(Wesleyan Publishing House), author
James Watkins said, “From the
writer’s perspective, it [writing] is a
way not only to communicate with cur-
rent generations, but future genera-
tions. The New Testament implies that
Apollos was a much better speaker
than the apostle Paul. During the time
of the famous preacher Charles Spur-
geon, another pastor in London was
actually considered a better preacher.

“So why do we know the names of
Paul and Spurgeon over Apollos and
‘another pastor’? They both wrote!
Paul penned nearly half the New Tes-
tament and Spurgeon published his
weekly sermons as well as a monthly
magazine. In fact, we wouldn’t have
the message of God’s love and re-
demption or the teachings of Jesus
Christ if not for writing! Neither would
we have the writings of Augustine,
Thomas à Kempis, John Wesley, C.S.
Lewis, Oswald Chambers, A.W. Tozer,
or hundreds of others through the
ages. Parchment, papyrus, and paper
have kept the message of Christ alive
and in its original, unadulterated form.”

God in His infinite wisdom recorded
His message to mankind in writing. He
chose language as the common link
between His mind and that of man and
took great care to preserve the integri-
ty of the written accounts. In II Peter
1:19-21, we read, “We have also a more
sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye

do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the
day dawn, and the day star arise in your
hearts: knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any pri-
vate interpretation. For the prophecy
came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” God
left nothing to chance. Each word of His
story was carefully chosen.

If writing His story was important to
God, surely it should be important to
us. Writing also presents an opportu-
nity that is open to each believer. Every
believer can share the gospel in writ-
ten form in a uniquely personal way
that God can magnify for His glory.

The first and easiest way to commu-
nicate the gospel to the world is
through one’s own testimony of salva-
tion. People who would faint at the
prospect of speaking in public—even
to an audience of friends or family—
find they can easily share their faith in
something like an annual Christmas let-
ter. It is safe for both the writer and the
reader. There is time to think through
statements before writing them down,
and then there is an opportunity to re-
vise the wording or even throw it out
and start over. If the reader is confused
or embarrassed, it happens in private;
he or she can ask for clarification or
more information when needed.

There may be no opportunity to plead
with a wayward child in person, but a let-
ter, written carefully and supported with
prayer, can be a powerful instrument for
change. The spoken word is gone in a
moment; the written word continues and
may be read over and over. 

Oswald Chambers first delivered the
devotionals in My Utmost for His High-
est (Discovery House Publishers) as
lectures to students in a Bible-training
college. They reached hundreds of peo-
ple, but now that they have been pub-
lished, they reach millions and go on
speaking long after Chambers’s death.

When I speak to schoolchildren
about writing as a career, I remind
them that every printed word was writ-
ten by someone. From cereal boxes to
thick library books, from car repair
manuals to junk mail, print media
starts in the mind of a writer.

Many people who have a burden to

Writing the Greatest Story of All Time
BY CATHERINE RUNYON
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share God’s truth become discour-
aged when they cannot seem to get a
book manuscript completed or they
cannot find a publisher for their poet-
ry. Look around. If you would add writ-
ing to your ministry arsenal, there are
many underused opportunities.

Besides the annual Christmas letter
and personal letters, Christians can
have an impact on society through
well-written letters to the editor to be
printed in local newspapers or in mag-
azines to which they subscribe. This
kind of writing must be accurate,
pointed, free from denominational
bias, and temperate in tone. Letters
should be on topics of current inter-
est—preferably about topics that have
been addressed recently in the publi-
cation. Intelligent, well-written opin-
ions from a Christian perspective will
be published and read.

Does your church print a newslet-
ter? Consider using your writing skills
to help produce it. Local Christian
nonprofit organizations also may need
to communicate with the public.

Do you support a missionary who
could use your help creating regular
newsletters or prayer letters? Mission-
aries send e-mail or use other social
media today, but the printed page is still
an important part of staying connected.

Many churches produce their own
teaching materials. If you can write Bible
stories for children or Bible studies for
teens and adults, they may be used by
teachers in their God-given work.

The writer is part of a team. He or she
puts the great story of God’s redemp-

tion into readable form for a particular
audience. A publisher or printer pro-
duces it. God uses dozens of distribu-
tion methods to spread the story to
readers and hearers, calling them to re-
pentance and dedication. It is one of
the reasons missionaries are so intent
on teaching people to read; their work
is vastly multiplied by the printed page.

Special circumstances may be the
perfect opportunity for the writer.
When my mother died, I wrote a short
piece titled “What If This Were Your
Funeral?” It was a message to the liv-
ing, encouraging each person to eval-
uate what would be said about him
when he died and where he would
spend eternity. It was handed to each
person who attended my mother’s fu-
neral, along with information about her
life. Births, graduations, weddings,
business promotions, illness, and loss
can all be opportunities to create a
unique written tribute.

Today, publishing options abound.
Anyone who wants to record a family
history or personal memoir can produce
a professional-looking book by means
of low-cost online publishing. While
these books often are distributed only to
family and friends, they are an effective
way of sharing a testimony of salvation
and God’s leading through life.

For those who find they have special
talent and hope to pursue a career, it
is important to hone skills and not to
assume that the message will make up
for poor grammar or an unprofession-
al writing style.

The serious Christian writer must

also know how to identify and address
the needs of the reader if the message
is to have maximum impact. James
Watkins noted that people have many
needs—basic selfish, “felt” needs;
physiological needs for food, shelter,
and clothing; a need to feel safe in our
homes and ourselves; a need for so-
cial connections to friends and family;
a need to feel valuable; and, most of
all, a need for faith in God, whether it
is realized or not. The writer applies
the biblical principles to human needs.

Has God called you to proclaim His
message through producing printed
materials? Whether you write eulogies
or greeting card verses, sermons or
magazine articles, tracts or promo-
tional flyers, God can use you if your
heart is right and your motive pure.

“There may not be ‘sacred’ or ‘sec-
ular’ techniques for writing and speak-
ing to change lives,” Watkins wrote,
“but there is a uniquely Christian atti-
tude and spirit that permeates all
Christian communication. In fact, as
Christians, we have the assistance of
a Holy Ghostwriter: ‘Our gospel came
to you not simply with words, but also
with power, with the Holy Spirit and
with deep conviction,’ (I Thess. 1:5).
And, there is a very large difference in
the motive. We’re not selling vacuum
cleaners or used cars for an earthly
profit. We’re presenting the way, the
truth, and the life of Jesus Christ that
leads to eternal life. Now that’s a
change! That’s a message worth pro-
moting as creatively and effectively as
we can.” �
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HUSTLING back the seven or so 
miles to Jerusalem with the life-

changing message of a dead Man who
was now alive must have been an ex-
citing hike! In Luke 24, Cleopas and his
companion (his wife?) must have told
and retold the moving experience of
talking with their resurrected Lord, in-
advertently at first, and then, surpris-
ingly, in the open. Jesus showed Him-
self to them when breaking bread. Was
this prototypical communion worship?

There are numerous and fabulous les-
sons in this short story. Let us see
whether we can benefit from this long
hike.

Jesus revealed the necessity of the
Old Testament to fully grasp His death,
burial, and resurrection. He chided His
disciples for having neglected these
Scriptures.

He reminded them that the prophets
spoke about the Christ having to suffer
what He Himself had suffered. Jesus
had fulfilled what had been prophesied.
He had “suffered these things” (Luke
24:26). They had previously rehearsed
what Jesus had suffered (vs. 20), but
their faith in the prophets was lacking.

He also reminded them that the
Christ had to suffer to be able to “en-
ter into his glory” (Luke 24:26). This
glory began at His resurrection from
the dead. They had forgotten that the
prophets—and Jesus Himself—had
spoken about that as well.

While we are not told just what Je-
sus recited (Luke 24:27), we can easi-
ly imagine some passages. The Egypt
years must have reverberated with
pathos as Jesus’ words possibly re-
called the beatings and defamation of
His beloved people by their harsh
taskmasters (Exod. 1—2). When He
spoke of Moses, the liberator, His lis-
teners possibly could for the first time
see the connection with Himself: “If
the Son therefore shall make you free,
ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36).
When Jesus, the Author of the law, the
Ten Commandments, and all the laws
that implemented them, spoke of the
law and its weaknesses, He could
have told them that He was the only
complete fulfillment of that law. I can
imagine the jaws of those two drop-
ping as reality struck. He opened their
eyes to understand! That the law could

be obsolete must never have entered
their minds until this point in Jewish
history.

As He pushed ahead, His voice
might have softened as He reviewed
the wanderings in the wilderness, the
victorious entrance into the land, and
the evil judges who so easily led the
people away from their Heavenly Fa-
ther.

Perhaps a tear was wiped from His
eye when He spoke of the mess that
was created by faithless leaders. It is
easy to think of the sorrow that must
have filled His voice when He spoke
about the rejection of God as their
King in favor of a human king. When
they demanded from the Prophet
Samuel to become like the nations
around them with a king, Jesus un-
doubtedly sighed at His knowledge of
the weaknesses and sins that a human
king would bring to the throne. The
heavy taxation and the drafting of their
strongest young men as soldiers and
beautiful young women as palace ser-
vants were just some of the heavy
prices they paid for rejecting the
theocracy. 

When their first king failed, the Da-
vidic kingdom was established. But
both David and his son Solomon vio-
lated the trust. When speaking of
David, Jesus must have spoken point-
edly of his repentance and forgive-
ness. But you can almost hear Him
say, “Oh, how much David and his de-
scendants would have avoided had
they just taken God at His word!”

The young Solomon, seeking wis-
dom more than riches, must have
been commended by Jesus; but his
long, lustful fall into disrepute must
have caused Jesus to cringe as He re-
cited this backsliding.

As Cleopas, with Jesus and his
companion, walked on, we can almost
hear Jesus speak of the provision He
had made for the nation by bringing
them prophet after prophet to redirect
them back toward the truth. In speak-
ing of the prophets, it is likely that He
recited what is written in Isaiah 53:1-6
about the Suffering Servant:

Who hath believed our report?
and to whom is the arm of the
Lord revealed? For he shall grow

up before him as a tender plant,
and as a root out of a dry ground:
he hath no form nor comeliness;
and when we shall see him, there
is no beauty that we should desire
him. He is despised and rejected
of men; a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief: and we hid as
it were our faces from him; he was
despised, and we esteemed him
not. Surely he hath borne our
griefs, and carried our sorrows:
yet we did esteem him stricken,
smitten of God, and afflicted. But
he was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our
peace was upon him; and with his
stripes we are healed. All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have
turned every one to his own way;
and the Lord hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all.

What blessing! Hearing that the Au-
thor of the Bible reviewed its content
should remind all of us to study it, to
meditate on it, and to submit our whole
being to following what we learn.

We should be delighted that every
part of the Bible has meaning. Jesus
can and will open our understanding
as we talk with Him. He will not phys-
ically walk the Emmaus Road with us,
but He will talk with us just as fully and
profoundly as He did with these two
companions. The walk back to
Jerusalem with the telling and retelling
of the wonder of Jesus’ explanations
can help us regain some of the awe of
what it means that Jesus really is “Im-
manuel,” “God with us.”

These two who walked with Jesus
became early witnesses of the glory,
the energy, the light of the truth that
Christ conquered death. His conquer-
ing gives each of us the secure faith
that we too can live as conquerors.

The overview that Jesus provided
them must have made them excep-
tionally beneficial for the new insights
that the apostles and others would
need. The whole world needed to be
evangelized. The message from Jesus
on this road gave His then confused
followers a new and powerful ability to
carry the good news far and near for
the name of their Lord. �

On the Emmaus Road
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN., PH.D.
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FATHER, forgive them; for they 
know not what they do” (Luke

23:34) was perhaps the first statement
of our Lord Jesus from the cross. It
refers to those who crucified Him. The
soldiers who crucified Him were just
doing their job, as opposed to the
Jewish authorities who had schemed
against the Lord after having heard His
teaching and observed His miraculous
works. They had malicious intent, but
the soldiers did not.

God is a righteous Judge and dis-
cerns the intents of the heart. We need
to have hearts that are honest and free
from deceit because God cannot be
fooled. The Lord knows our motives.

The next statement from the cross
appears to be in Luke 23:43: “Verily I
say unto thee, To day shalt thou be
with me in paradise.” These words,
spoken to the thief in response to his
request to be remembered, give us in-
sight into God’s divine mercy. Jesus
went to paradise, and His death
opened the way to heaven for all who
repent and turn their lives over to
Christ. The thief was saved by grace
through faith in the Lord, good works
nowhere appearing in the equation.
Jesus graciously promised the peni-
tent thief that he was fit for heaven by
his profession of faith alone.

We ought to trust the words of Je-
sus—and every word of Scripture—in
everything concerning salvation and
life after death. We are saved by faith
in Christ alone, not by any good work
and not by baptism or ritual at all. We
know we are saved by what the Bible
says and not by any feeling or experi-
ence. The thief was not delivered from
the cross where he hung.

In John 19:26-27, Jesus spoke to
His mother, Mary, and then to the
Apostle John: “Woman, behold thy
son!” “Behold thy mother!” This gave
John the responsibility of caring for
Mary, and it gave her someone to pro-
vide for her.

Even while in agony on the cross,
Jesus fulfilled His duties as the eldest
son to His widowed mother. If He
could do that when in awful distress,
we can be faithful to our family re-

sponsibilities under circumstances
good or bad. We grasp from this the
importance that God attaches to fam-
ily relationships. As we seek to please
Him, we need to keep this in mind and
not take these relationships lightly.

Mark 15:34 records Jesus saying,
“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” These
words in Aramaic express the agony of
the soul that Jesus endured for us.
They are recorded also in Matthew
27:46. He spoke in Aramaic, a lan-
guage He frequently used. His words
are from Psalm 22, which foreshad-
owed His agony and despair. The Fa-
ther turned His back on His Son as Je-
sus became sin for us. The separation
was more painful than any physical
suffering.

We need to understand that separa-
tion from God, which is the fate of the
lost for all eternity, is worse than any
fire that hell may contain. Jesus en-
dured such torment so that we might
enjoy sweet fellowship with the Lord
forever. Our churches should provide
a taste of this future communion.

“I thirst,” recorded in John 19:28,
was spoken only after Jesus knew that
“all things were now accomplished.”
This is important because Jesus con-
sciously intended to fulfill prophecy
concerning the Messiah (Pss. 22:15;
69:21). Jesus carried out all that the
Father had demanded of Him. Per-
haps now He turned to His own need
to abate the agony. His waiting until all
the matters for our salvation were
completed on the cross is evidence of
His great love for us.

The question is Why did Jesus drink
the vinegar later in His agony but not
previously, as recorded in Matthew
27:34? The answer is that Jesus was
determined to take the full measure of
suffering and pain for you and for me.
The wine vinegar would have dulled
the pain, however slightly. This would
have given the devil, our accuser,
cause to say that Jesus had not taken
the full punishment for sin. He was not
willing to give Satan any reason to say
that. He drank the cup of affliction to
the dregs to fulfill prophecy and com-
plete His mission.

We should be thankful. We should
be willing to follow Him to the last full
measure of devotion. He is our exam-
ple. We could apply what Jesus did for
us in order to be witnesses for Him. He
refused the vinegar for us. Let us de-
termine not to allow the comforting
and intoxicating idols of this world (al-
cohol, drugs, money, pornography,
and so on) to quench the Spirit within
us and dull our sense of mission.

The cry in Mark 15:37 can perhaps
be understood as the statement of
Jesus recorded in John 19:30—“It is
finished.” It was not said calmly. It
was an anguished statement. Jesus
was, of course, conscious of fulfill-
ing prophecy. He had reached the
end of His work paying for our sin.
He had reached the end of that task.
He had been faithful to the end—for
us. Following His example, we ought
to fulfill our ministries to the end,
even in the face of temptations and
difficulties.

Our comfort is that the Lord under-
stands our sufferings and grief, and
they will not last forever. The end will
come, and then there will be reward—
a victor’s crown for enduring and over-
coming.

Luke 23:46 records, “When Jesus
had cried with a loud voice, he said,
Father, into thy hands I commend my
spirit.” Then Jesus died. His spirit
was separated from His body. Some-
day, your spirit will be separated from
your body. That will not be the end of
your existence. It was not the end of
Jesus’ conscious existence. He went
through the valley of the shadow of
death for you, and He came out the
other side.

We can face death with hope be-
cause Jesus faced it and conquered
it. The Father once again was in com-
munion with His Son, and when we
die, we will be cared for by our faith-
ful Creator. It behooves us now, while
we are still alive, to make certain of
our salvation (II Pet. 1:10) and to live
in harmony with the Word of God. It
will pay off in eternal rewards and as-
sure us of unbroken joy and commun-
ion with Jesus. �

Lessons from Our Lord’s 
Last Words on the Cross

BY PHILIP J. LESKO
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IN this article, I want to present to you 
the Jewish background of the

Scriptures. Is this an important com-
ponent that we need to interact with in
our personal study and teaching of the
Scriptures? The answer is yes. To be-
gin, here are some important points to
understand:

1. God is the Author of Scripture. It
is not merely a man-made docu-
ment.

2. The Bible was written by Jewish
men (although there is much de-
bate about Luke) over the span of
1,500 years.

3. The Abrahamic covenant in Gen-
esis 12 is a Jewish covenant.
The ramifications of this cove-
nant echo off every page of
Scripture.

4. Regenerate Israel has a pivotal
role in what God is doing as He
reveals Himself to the Jewish
people as well as to all the peo-
ples of the earth.

5. The promise of the Seed, the Re-
deemer of mankind, is focused
on a Jewish Messiah.

6. The history that is intricately in-
tertwined throughout the Bible is
mainly Jewish history. 

7. The Bible is written from a Jewish
cultural perspective.

8. The central focus of the whole
Bible is wrapped up in one Per-
son, Jesus Christ, who was born
into a Jewish family.

Did you notice a common word in
those points? It is the word “Jewish.”
Now let me put forth several things
that the Bible is not!

1. It is not a book written by Gentile
believers from Europe or America.

2. It is not written from a Gentile
background.

3. It is written not from a Western
thought pattern but from an an-
cient Jewish one.

4. It is not God setting aside plan
A—Israel—to go with an alternate
plan B—the church.

I believe the church has historical-
ly downplayed the Jewish back-
ground of the Bible and replaced it
with a mostly Gentile perspective.
The church has often focused on it-
self and ignored the Jewish themes
and emphases that God expressed
as the Author of Scripture. I see that
a couple of problems exist with this
mind-set.

The church has de-emphasized the
Jewish background of Scripture and
begun to interpret the Scriptures with-
out considering the Jewish context of
the Bible. One could say they have
“Gentile-ized” the Bible.

Some churches have also—usually
unwittingly—emphasized the New
Testament almost to the point of ig-
noring the Old Testament. No specific
statement of this would ever be af-
firmed in a church’s doctrinal state-
ment, but it is the practical outcome.

What does all this mean? Let me ex-
plain some of these points so that all
can understand what I want to ex-
press. Because of the actions of the
church to de-emphasize the Jewish-
ness of Scripture, we have lost out
when it comes to understanding the
depths of the riches of His grace that
He desires us to know. Hopefully, the
following paragraphs will be instruc-
tive and spiritually uplifting.

ABRAHAMIC COVENANT
In Genesis 12:1-3, God made three

promises to Abraham and his descen-
dants—the promises of land, seed,
and blessing. God would later develop
these three aspects of the covenant
into three other eternal covenants.

God took the land aspect of the
covenant and developed it into the
land covenant of Deuteronomy 29 and
30. He took the seed aspect of the
covenant and developed it into the
Davidic covenant in II Samuel 7 and
I Chronicles 17. Finally, God took the
blessing aspect of the covenant and
developed it into the new covenant of
Jeremiah 31:31-34. These four
covenants (Abrahamic, land, Davidic,
new) must be understood, or we will
misinterpret much of what God was
doing through Abraham. This is foun-
dational in helping us grasp what
Moses and the prophets said and their
interrelationship throughout Scripture
as God unveiled His plan in progres-
sive revelation. These four covenants
all come together in one people and in
the Jewish Messiah, our Saviour Je-
sus Christ.

ISRAEL
In conformity to the covenants giv-

en to Israel and the promises of a Jew-
ish Saviour, God works through His
chosen people, using them as His in-
strument to bless the world.

OUR JEWISH BIBLE!
The Old Testament (Hebrew Scrip-

tures) was written by Jewish authors.
It contains Jewish history, culture, and
customs. Next, we come to the Gos -
pels—all written (I believe) by Jewish
authors—which give the life and min-
istry of Jesus. The remaining books of
Acts and the Epistles also have large
sections set in a strong Jewish con-
text. Actually, the Old Testament laid
the foundation that Luke, Paul, James,
John, and Peter built on to teach the
great doctrinal truths that we in the
body of Christ hold to. I wish space
were available to demonstrate this
truth.

The critical point that I want to make

The Jewish Background of the Scriptures
BY JOHN METZGER
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is that the Bible is a Jewish book, writ-
ten by Jewish authors in a Jewish con-
text. I question why some churches
teach it as a Greek and Western book,
ignoring all the Jewish content. We
should all be studying the Bible in light
of its Jewish context.

SEED, KING, AND PROPHET
Immediately after the Fall in Gene-

sis 3, God pronounced a judgment
on Satan that included a conflict
with the woman’s seed. The theme
of the Seed is introduced in verse 15;
later, God revealed more through
Abraham. 

When Moses recorded the life of
Jacob, he introduced the King aspect
of the Seed in Genesis 49:9-10. He
later connected it with Numbers 24:9,
17.

Moses continued to develop the
Seed theme into the King theme.
Then, in Deuteronomy 18:15-19, he
presented the Prophet theme. The
Scriptures of the Old Testament literal-
ly explode with passages that relate to
the Seed, the King, and the Prophet
who would be the Messiah, the Jew-
ish Messiah, our Lord.

FEASTS OF ISRAEL
In Leviticus 23, Moses gave a de-

scriptive list of the Lord’s feasts. What
is so interesting is that these agricul-
tural feasts would be fulfilled by the life
and ministry of Jesus in the New Tes-
tament. The first four feasts, called the
spring feasts, were all fulfilled on the
actual day of these Jewish feasts in
connection with Christ’s first coming.
To illustrate, Christ (Messiah) died on
Passover, when He became the
Passover Lamb.

Then we have the last three feasts,
called the fall feasts, which are yet to
be fulfilled. Interestingly, the last feast
is the Feast of Tabernacles, which
points to the future messianic king-
dom when Jesus will fulfill all the Jew-
ish covenants made with Israel—the
Abrahamic, land, Davidic, and new
covenants. Again, these are connect-
ed to Israel, the Jewish people.

I AMs
We all are familiar with the “I Am”

statements in the Gospel of John, but
is the Jewish background under-
stood? First, the “I Am” statements of
Jesus are a statement of deity. We see
the Pharisees’ reaction in John 8:58-
59. These “I Am” statements have a

context from Exodus 3:14, when
Moses asked God’s name, and He re-
sponded with “I AM THAT I AM” (“I Am
the eternal present God”). Each “I Am”
statement points to the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, where God is described by
these metaphors.

THOU ART THE ROCK
Matthew 16:18 quotes Jesus as

saying “Thou art Peter, and upon this
rock I will build my church.” This state-
ment to Peter has often been misap-
plied because the Jewish context of
the Scriptures was not considered.
The term “Rock” had a predefined def-
inition from the Hebrew Scriptures.
Look at Deuteronomy 32:4, 15, 18;
I Samuel 2:2; II Samuel 23:3; and many
passages in the Psalms, and you will
find that the term “Rock” was a name
used to describe God. Peter was an
apostle; he was not God. But his new
name focused attention on God.

JESUS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Jesus was the God who became

visible in the Hebrew Scriptures. Once
again, the common teaching in the
church has been that the Father re-
vealed Himself in the Hebrew Scrip-
tures and that Jesus is the God of the
New Testament. Too broad of a sepa-
ration is made. Yet when the testimo-
ny of Scripture is consulted, we find
that whether it is the Old or the New
Testament, Jesus is the One who re-
veals the Father.

In other words, Jesus did not begin
His ministry at Bethlehem but at Cre-
ation, and He interacted with the pa-
triarchs and the prophets. Look at the
testimony of John the Baptist in John
1:18 or the testimony of Jesus Him-
self in 5:37, 39, 46 or Luke 24:25-27,
44. Compare those with Matthew
23:37, where Jesus presented Him-
self as the God of Israel in the Old
Testament who wanted to protect
and provide for Israel. Combine all
that with the plural references to God
in the Old Testament, and we begin to
see that the Jewish perspective of the
Scriptures becomes more potent,
real, and alive.

THE WORD OF THE LORD IN THE
OLD TESTAMENT

Jesus is called the Logos (Word) in
John 1. By this John was stating a
whole lot more than is usually under-
stood by that statement. Jesus is the
Word of the Lord throughout the Bible.

When comparing Scripture with Scrip-
ture, it was the Word of the Lord who
confirmed the Abrahamic covenant in
Genesis 15 and who revealed Himself
to Samuel in I Samuel 3. It was the
Word of the Lord who, with the breath
of His mouth, created everything. It
was the Word of the Lord who spoke
to the prophets. If you look at Revela-
tion 19:13, it clearly states that His
name is “The Word of God.”

THE NEW COVENANT
Most people know little of the new

covenant except that Jesus men-
tioned it at His last Passover and that
the Lord spoke of the new covenant
through the Prophet Jeremiah (Jer.
31:31-34). Beyond that, little is regu-
larly taught about it. When it is studied
in light of the Jewish background, a
whole tidal wave of refreshment
comes over us.

Jesus said at the Passover meal that
the cup of His suffering, the blood He
would shed, is the new covenant. This
is connected with Isaiah 42:6, where
the Father said to the Servant of the
Lord that He would make Him “a
covenant of the people.” The writings
of Moses, the prophets Isaiah, Jeremi-
ah, Ezekiel, and Zechariah, as well as
other prophets, consistently indicate
that the term “new covenant” can
rightly be transferred to Christ. The
new covenant involves the regenera-
tion of the heart. This promise of re-
generation found in the Old Testament
would be through the blood of Messi-
ah.

Blood atonement was pictured
throughout the sacrificial system. It
was to illustrate a future sacrifice of
the Lamb of God, who would bring sal-
vation through His blood. This is so
rich, yet, because the Jewish back-
ground of Scripture has been mostly
ignored, the church does not fully un-
derstand all that we possess as be-
lievers in Jesus Christ and the new
covenant of His shed blood.

CONCLUSION
I regret that I have to skim over these

subjects so lightly. I could go on and
on, showing the immense importance
of understanding the Jewish back-
ground of the Scriptures. Hopefully,
this article has been enlightening and
challenging to read and will encourage
you to look at the Scriptures from the
Jewish background, as God Himself
presented it to us. �
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ACCORDING to a recent survey by 
the Barna Group, 88 percent of

Americans own a Bible, and 80 per-
cent regard it as sacred. Most people
think that the Bible is mainly about
saving their souls and going to heav-
en. They are right—it does have to do
with salvation; however, a large part
of the Bible is concerned with our
day-to-day life on earth and our rela-
tionships with one another. Jesus
prayed, “Thy will be done in earth, as
it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:10). There-
fore, I believe that if people really
knew what the Bible teaches and ap-
plied that knowledge to their daily
lives, our earthly world would be to-
tally different.

For years, my husband and I have
included the book of Proverbs in our
daily Bible reading. Proverbs is
called a book of wisdom and was au-
thored, with the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, by King Solomon, the
wisest man who ever lived. There are
thirty-one chapters in this book. We
read one chapter a day, and do our
best to apply the knowledge we re-
ceive to our daily lives. Verse 27 of
chapter 3, “Withhold not good from
them to whom it is due, when it is in
the power of thine hand to do it,” has
become one of my favorite Bible
verses.

Recently, we had our condo paint-
ed. It was new when we bought it, but
after almost six years, it definitely
needed a little change and some
brightening up. We hired two profes-
sional painters who each spent five
days on this job. Being retired, we
were usually at home, and from time
to time, we enjoyed sharing conver-
sation with them. Both were bache-
lors, and one of them told us that he
had eaten the same kind of fast-food
sandwich every night for the past
three months.

Because I  have tr ied to make
Proverbs 3:27 a principle by which I
live my life, I decided to invite these
painters back to our home for a
thank-you dinner. I sent them a for-
mal invitation and prepared one of
my very best “company dinners.”
They arrived hungry and on time.
They loved the meal we had made
them and expressed their gratitude.

It was our joy to be able to do some-
thing nice for these men we hardly
knew and would probably never see
again in this lifetime.

The highlight of the evening was the
opportunity to share what a difference
God has made in our lives. I discov-
ered long ago that most people really
do not care what you have done for
God, but they are very interested in
learning about what God has done for
you.

That evening reminded me a lot of
paying it forward, a concept that was
a popular national phenomenon sev-
eral years ago.

Paying it forward involves doing
something good for someone in re-
sponse to a good deed done for you
by someone else. For example, if
someone changed your flat tire on the
highway, you might pay it forward by
shoveling the snow off your elderly
neighbor’s driveway.

These kind deeds are done with-
out thought of payment or return in
any way. Paying it forward does not
have to involve a lot of money or ef-
fort; it can be as simple as holding
the door open for someone, giving
up your place in line, or buying a cup
of coffee for the person in line be-
hind you. It is Proverbs 3:27 in ac-
tion.

Jesus said it best when He said,
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self” (Matt. 22:39). When asked by a
certain lawyer, “And who is my neigh-
bour?” (Luke 10:29), Jesus responded
by relating the parable of the good
Samaritan.

This story is about a Jewish man
who was beaten and robbed and left
for dead on the highway leading to
Jericho. A priest saw him lying on the
road and passed by on the other
side. A Levite also saw him and did
likewise. Next, a Samaritan, hated by
the Jews, came upon the man and
had compassion on him. He band-
aged the man’s wounds, put him on
his donkey, and took him to an inn.
There he paid for his care and lodg-
ing.

When He finished telling this story,
Jesus asked the lawyer which of the
three was a neighbor to the man who
had been robbed and beaten. The

lawyer replied that it was the man who
had shown mercy on him. Jesus said,
“Go, and do thou likewise” (Luke
10:37). This is indeed an illustration of
Proverbs 3:27.

Jesus not only taught Proverbs
3:27, but He also modeled His life af-
ter this verse. Whenever Jesus en-
countered a need, He met that need
without bias or prejudice toward the
person or circumstances of the need.
The Bible tells us that Jesus changed
water into wine, gave sight to the
blind, made the lame walk, fed the
hungry, and healed the sick, mute,
and deaf. He delivered the demon
possessed, calmed the storm,
cleansed the leper, forgave the sinner,
and raised the dead. In addition, the
Scripture states that He performed
many other wonderful good works.
Jesus truly exemplified Proverbs
3:27, and He desires that we follow
His example.

When I am presented with the op-
portunity to do something good for
someone, I am often reminded of “I
May Never Pass This Way Again”
(Wizel), a song I learned in the sev-
enth grade. These are the lyrics: 

I’ll give my hand to those who
cannot see,

The sunshine or the falling rain.
I’ll sing my song to cheer the

weary along,
For I may never pass this way

again!
I’ll share my faith with every trou-

bled heart,
So I shall not have lived in vain.
I’ll give my hand, I’ll sing my

song,
I’ll share my faith because I

know,
That the time is now to fulfill

each vow,
For I may never pass this way

again!
Like Proverbs 3:27, this song has

stayed with me for years. Putting the
two of them together makes good
sense to me—to do good when it is
within my power to do so, for I may
never pass this way again. Will you
join me in this endeavor? Together
we can make this world a better
place! �

Good Deeds for Those in Need
BY SANDRA REEG



SPRING QUARTER 2015 (121) 57

My Spiritual Self-Portrait
BY ADELL ANTHONY

IWANT Grandma to turn on the wa-
ter!” my youngest granddaughter

called to her mother as she ran to the
powder room. My daughter had asked
her to wash her hands after lunch.
Grandmothers have a unique and
powerful place in the minds and hearts
of their grandchildren. The Lord gave
my husband, Don, and me two daugh-
ters, Doreen and Darla. From these
two girls and their husbands, Kevin
and Darren, nine grandchildren have
blessed our family in innumerable
ways. Because our family enjoys allit-
eration, our grandchildren are named
Allan, Alec, Alden, Allison, Aldric,
Drew, Dacia, Danae, and Delanna.

I spent a lot of time with my grand-
mothers while I was growing up. Be-
cause my family lived beside my pa-
ternal grandmother, her large house
became a play area for my sister, Car-
olyn, and me. I still marvel at her gra-
cious attitude even though we turned
her rooms into a hospital, a dentist’s
office, a library, a school classroom,
and a Vacation Bible School for neigh-
borhood children. We even had a car-
nival in her backyard and invited
guests to enjoy a fun time.

Each summer, my maternal grand-
mother invited me to come to her big
house for several days. There I had my
very own bedroom and enjoyed won-
derful meals. Grandma and I knelt be-
side my bed and prayed before I went
to sleep every evening. Each Christ-
mas, I spent a day helping her bake
Christmas cookies that we rolled out in
various shapes.

Both of these godly women were an
influence on my young mind as I
watched them reading their Bibles and
other Christian books. They also were
influential in raising my father and
mother with spiritual values. They, in
turn, influenced mine.

My parents, Arthur and Pauline
Schaeffer, grew up attending Bethel
Bible Fellowship Church, formerly
known as Bethel Mennonite Brethren
in Christ Church. While I was growing
up, our pastor was C. Leslie Miller,
who had a strong burden for missions.
He later took a position at Union
Gospel Press in Cleveland, Ohio.

While he pastored our church, he
started mission Sunday schools in
several nearby small towns. He en-
couraged my parents to take leader-
ship roles in the Sunday school in Tre-
ich lers, Pennsylvania. My father was
the superintendent in the adults’ area,
and my mother was the superintend-
ent in the children’s area, which met in
the town’s two-room schoolhouse.

One family who accepted the Lord
as a result of coming to Treichlers’
Sunday school was the Anthony fam-
ily. About a dozen years later, Donald
Anthony became my husband! My
own parents had a big part in and in-
fluence on my husband’s life!

When I was about eight years old, I
saw a Christian film at our church. After
seeing that film, I was deeply convicted
that I needed to accept the Lord Jesus
as my Saviour. That evening, my father
led me to the Lord as we knelt beside
my parents’ bed. Later, during several
summers, I attended two church
camps. It was there that I realized a dai-
ly quiet time was very important for
strengthening my walk with the Lord.
Because I wanted to obey the biblical
command to be baptized, our pastor
baptized me on a Sunday afternoon.

After graduating from high school, I
studied Christian education and Bible in
two local Bible colleges, where I earned
my degree. I taught second grade and
later fourth grade in New Jersey and
Pennsylvania public schools. I could
see how each step throughout my life
was preparing me for the future.

When my first daughter was born, I
decided to stay at home and raise her
and her sister, who was born three

years later. In our thinking, this was far
more valuable than the extra money
my teaching job would have brought
to our family. We have never had any
regrets about our choice.

Daily parental guidance, a good,
Bible-believing church, and Christian
music on the radio encouraged both our
girls to follow the Lord in their lives. Love
for the Lord and my enjoyment of cook-
ing and baking have been passed down
from my grandmothers and on to my
daughters and now to my grand children.

God opened doors to give my life di-
rection. During high school, I had a Bible
club for children in my parents’ home. I
taught Sunday school during my col-
lege days, and at one church I taught
second grade nearly all the thirty years
I worshipped there. Directing Vacation
Bible School for many years, as well as
teaching other years, gave me the priv-
ilege of sharing Jesus with many chil-
dren. During this time, the Lord provid-
ed opportunities to substitute as a
teacher in a Christian pre school and
academy. At our present church, I have
been the Sunday school superintendent
for more than a dozen years.

Even though my training and teach-
ing had been directed toward children,
I began leading our neighborhood
ladies’ Bible study. This multichurch
group continues to study together in
homes each week. When we joined
our present church, I was also asked
to lead the ladies’ Bible study. I have
continued to lead these women for
more than a dozen years.

Next, my spiritual footprint took an
unexpected turn. When Darla was in
Bible college and Doreen had just
graduated from Bible college and
started teaching in a Christian school,
I began to write e-mails to them from
my idea of a mouse’s viewpoint. The
people who read these stories repeat-
edly told me that I should write a book.
Although I did not feel qualified, to my
amazement, the Lord opened doors.
Mouse and Me was published in 2008.

About that time, I began to write de-
votional stories to friends, family, and
acquaintances via e-mail. I compiled
ninety-four of these devotional stories

Adell Anthony

(Continued on page 61)
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HERE I raise my Ebenezer; Here 
by thy great help I’ve come.” These

lines from “Come, Thou Fount of Every
Blessing” (Robinson) contain a blessed
truth. First Samuel 7:10-12 is the ac-
count of a fierce battle between the Is-
raelites and the Philistines. God gave Is-
rael a great victory. Afterward, Samuel
the prophet set up a memorial stone and
named it “Ebenezer,” ever to remind us,
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”

“Ebenezer” would become a watch-
word of cheer for my husband and me
during an unplanned ministry among
the Sioux tribe. That six-week period
would include many trials and dan-
gers. Yet time after time, Jim and I
would witness God’s amazing help.

It was early spring of 1983 when Jim
and I became burdened to return to the
Navajo Indian Reservation to organize a
Bible school for Navajo pastors. This
plan required church sponsorship, and
our mission board’s rule was that their
candidates had to have Bible school
training. Only Jim met the requirement.
We thus inquired at another mission
board, whose main doctrines were sim-
ilar but candidacy rules were less strict.

At that meeting we shared our per-
sonal testimonies, motivations, Bible
doctrine, and job histories. After care-
ful consideration, the top official ap-
proved us. But first he needed some-
one to oversee a Sioux mission post in
South Dakota for six weeks. After we
attended a state conference, he would
send us to Arizona for the planned
Bible school.

We accepted the challenge and re-
turned home to submit job resigna-
tions, pack household goods, and put
furniture in storage. My husband
planned to drive our minihome with
truck in tow. I would follow in the car.

An eighteen-foot minihome would
be our living quarters for several
months. The greatest hardship  would
be leaving family, especially the
grand children.

In early May, we began the 1,100-
mile trip from Indiana on a dark, rainy
day. Inclement weather slowed
progress. At refueling stops, the unre-
lenting rain dampened our clothing,
yet we knew that God would help us.

Finally, our destination, a small
Sioux community, came into view. It

seemed clean and peaceful. But when
we entered the town, all scenic beau-
ty faded. Amid dirt, squalor, and run-
down buildings, scrawny dogs
roamed. Widespread poverty was ev-
ident. Curious bystanders watched as
our minimotorcade moved slowly for-
ward. Upon reaching the mission
grounds, we stepped from our vehi-
cles into a bone-chilling wind. We
needed heavy coats.

The missionary retirees greeted us
and directed us in parking the vehi-
cles. Jim removed the towbar for im-
mediate return to the nearest rental
agency, thirty miles away.

Afterward, we learned about our du-
ties. Jim was to preach and counsel. I
was to teach the children’s Sunday
school class. We were eager to begin.

Trials would test our zeal. The initia-
tion would be in the form of sore
throats and tickly, hacking coughs.
Within a week, God helped us with full
recoveries.

The retired couple completed prep -
arations and left. After their departure
came a sense of isolation. We felt far
removed from the world we once had
known. Only in the Lord were safety,
strength, and wisdom to be found.

Almost every evening, we observed
those disadvantaged folks trying to
camouflage troubles by celebrating a
“street powwow.” Hour upon hour we
heard rhythmical pounding of drums,
accompanied by chanting and cere-
monial dance. This took place near the
mission, robbing us of sleep. Once a
sharp crack of gunfire jolted our sens-
es , followed by a dog’s shrill yelp. (Our
minihome had thin walls!)

As always, God was faithful. That
group did not represent everyone. By
contrast,  the small church congrega-
tion radiated warm fellowship. One
dedicated young Sioux couple offered
to loan us furniture if we wanted to live
inside the empty mission house. What
a difference Christ had made in their
lives! (We chose to remain in the mini-
home.)

But this constant occupancy creat-
ed a problem with the wastewater
tank. One morning, we needed to
empty it at a dumpsite, but when Jim
tried to start the camper, its engine
was dead. We sent up an SOS prayer

to God.
That community had no mechanic

or auto repair shop. Our car was
packed tightly with household goods.
After rearranging its cargo, we headed
for a larger, distant town.

En route, near a small hamlet, Jim
spotted an automotive repair garage,
and we decided to check it out. Jim
found the mechanic and explained the
problem. His diagnosis was that it
might be a faulty resistor. The shop
had only one in stock, priced at $2.50.
We purchased the part and returned to
the mission. It worked! God’s helping
hand had been upon us.

One Sunday afternoon, torrential
rain drenched the area hour upon hour.
This was a hardship on the faithful few
evening churchgoers. They were eld-
erly and had no cars. We prayed, “Thy
will be done.”

About ten minutes before the
church service began, the rain
stopped, as though a giant faucet had
been turned off. The sun shone bright-
ly! Only a few folks had gathered, and
the singing was a cappella; but the
Lord was present to bless! After
church, within an hour, the heavens
opened up again! God’s mercy and
help had been great!

A most special memory for us were
the dear Sioux children. As we pro-
claimed the good news of God’s love
in Sunday school, their smiles seemed
to reflect happiness and hope. The
mention of Christ’s suffering on the
cross produced a fleeting tear.
Through Bible verses and prayer, we
taught God’s salvation plan.

At one point in this mission experi-
ence, a problem arose. At a missions
convention, our slight doctrinal differ-
ence raised doubts within a certain
committee. When the issue remained
unresolved, we felt that it was God’s
will to cut ties and revise plans. For us,
the door to that Navajo Bible school
for pastors closed. We returned to In-
diana.

Looking back, we were disappoint-
ed at how our experience ended, but
this mission adventure would change
our lives forever. Because of the valu-
able lessons we learned about God’s
help and grace, “Ebenezer” would be
the watchword for our lives! �

Ebenezer
BY MARY KRISTOFF
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Grace: the Most Glorious Doctrine
BY BRIAN D. DOUD

spise the grace of God or take it light-
ly. Romans 6:1-2 says, “Shall we con-
tinue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid.” When we understand
what He has done for us by His grace,
we are much more grateful and more
careful not to offend Him by sinning.
We also learn humility, because God’s
grace saves and keeps us when we
cannot do anything without Him; nor
do we deserve any special favors. We
have nothing of which to boast be-
cause He has done all the good things
that have happened in our lives (Jas.
1:17). Except for the grace of God, we
would be hopelessly lost sinners.

Because of the grace shown to us,
we cannot despise other people, for
no matter how badly they have sinned,
we are no better than they. They need
to be saved by God’s grace just as we
were. Looking back, I can see where
God, in His infinite wisdom and grace,
has kept me from sin, wrong deci-
sions, and the influence of sinful peo-
ple. Only by His grace have I even sur-
vived to come this far.

At one time I ran into friends who were
of a different theological persuasion.
They thought God’s grace was like a
substance that was dispensed by their
church. Their pastor was supposed to
bless them with God’s grace, as though
what he said and did had some effect on
how God blessed them. I could not find
this idea in Scripture at all, so I tried to
tell them they could receive God’s grace
directly from Him as I had.

Other people I talked to seemed to
think that salvation is easy or cheap for
us if God gives it by His grace alone.
They thought that if it was not earned
at great cost to you, you have cheap-
ened the whole idea of being lost be-
cause you are a sinner and are being
saved at a dreadful cost.

But only the Lord Jesus, being both
God and man, could pay the awful price
of taking our sin. He took it upon Himself
on the cross and paid the eternal penal-
ty for sin in the space of six hours. To me,
the idea that someone can earn his sal-
vation really cheapens the concept of
salvation. If it is so immense a task that
it took the Lord Jesus to do it and it must
be given to us by God’s grace, salvation
is the most expensive thing in the uni-
verse! God in His grace moved all of

heaven and earth to give us His richest
blessing—salvation.

Now, in later years, as I look back over
a lifetime of trusting the Lord, I realize
more and more how wonderful God’s
grace is and has been toward me. It has
been great to serve Him and to know
that He loves me! If you are a younger
person and are wondering whether it is
good to trust the Lord for your whole life-
time, I can tell you without any doubt that
it is the best life anyone could ever have!

Under God’s grace, you are free to
accept as from His hand all the expe-
riences of life. You do not have to won-
der about what could have happened
if only you had chosen a different
course of action. Know that He is in all
aspects of your life, graciously direct-
ing and guiding you even though you
do not always see it.

That does not mean that every day
will be filled with goodness and beau-
ty. Our Christian character is gracious-
ly formed and strengthened by diffi-
culties and trials. Our struggles are not
for nothing. Our difficult decisions are
not hopelessly difficult. By His grace,
God is constantly at work, blessing us
and making our lives make sense and
bring glory to Him. 

The grace of God brings salvation
even to those who might consider
themselves the worst of sinners. One
of the most dramatic examples of this
is the Apostle Paul. Once known as
Saul of Tarsus, he sought to destroy
the early church. He “made havock of
the church” (Acts 8:3), barging into
Christian homes and sending believ-
ers to prison. He assisted in at least
one death (vss. 1-3) and threatened to
kill others (9:1). One day, on the road
to Damascus, Jesus called him to sal-
vation and service (vss. 3-6).

Paul considered himself the chief of
sinners (I Tim. 1:15). Later, he wrote, “I
was made a minister, according to the
gift of the grace of God given unto me
by the effectual working of his power”
(Eph. 3:7).

The grace of God has been the most
blessed assurance to me all through
my life. Without His grace, I would be
hopelessly lost; but with His grace, I
am gloriously saved! Meanwhile, I
have a life to live that is filled with pur-
pose, joy, and blessing to others. �

CLEARLY, grace is the most glori-
ous doctrine of Christianity. No

other religion, being man-made, has
this theme running all through its liter-
ature and paramount in its system of
belief. But God has revealed Himself
as being gracious. Grace is an attrib-
ute or characteristic of God, evident in
all His dealings with His creation. I do
not remember when I first learned
about God’s grace, but as I grew up in
a Christian home and attended a fun-
damental church, the subject of God’s
grace came up often.

I learned early in my Christian life that
mercy was God’s withholding the
penalty for sin that was deserved, while
grace was God’s giving us something or
doing something for us that we did not
deserve. I was taught that we could not
earn our salvation and that God did not
owe it to us. I was taught that we could
not keep ourselves saved; so that was
by God’s grace as well.

I remember coming back home from
a meeting at the church when I was four
or so. It might not have been an evan-
gelistic meeting, but I remember think-
ing that Jesus belonged to those people
and they belonged to Him. I wanted to
belong to Him, and I wanted Him to be
mine too. So I knelt by my bed and
asked Him to be mine. I was sure He
heard my prayer, and I was His! Of
course, I now know that there is a bit
more to being saved—such as confess-
ing one’s need for a Saviour, confessing
one’s sin. But a four-year-old does not
have much of a grasp of things like that.

My experience, then, was not terri-
bly deep theologically, but He is my
Lord and Saviour nonetheless. If I am
still here in 2015, when you read this,
it will be seventy-five years that I have
been a child of the King. We know from
the Word of God that He will keep us
forever. He specifically said, “[He] that
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out”
(John 6:37).

Later on in life, I heard the argument
that if you tell some people that salva-
tion is all by grace and not works, they
will take that as a license to sin. After
all, some argued, if all our sin was fu-
ture when Christ died for us and His
grace toward us is demonstrated, why
not just relax and enjoy life?

Then I learned that we must not de-
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EVERYONE can learn, but not ev-
eryone can teach.

Most of us can remember a favorite
teacher. Although we seldom can re-
call what we learned from that teacher,
we can easily pinpoint memorable
traits—a good sense of humor, an in-
terest in the students’ well-being, and
especially kindness. These positive
traits are what endeared a teacher to
us.

Anyone old enough to remember
the 1950s will know that parents sup-
ported public school teachers and the
school system, and teachers were well
respected. Many a parent told their
children, “If you get in trouble at
school, you will get double the pun-
ishment at home.” And children knew
it was no idle threat.

Today, anyone planning to teach, in
either an academic or a church set-
ting, must face realistically the kinds
of students that will be encountered.
In an April 2013 article in Decision
magazine, Joy Allmond wrote, “One in
three adults younger than 30 have no
religious affiliation” (“Now Is the
Time”).

But perhaps even more disturbing
is a Barna Group survey quoted in
that same Decision magazine article
about those who identify themselves
as Christians. These individuals
“show significant confusion about
the Bible. Only slightly more than half
believe that the Bible is accurate in all
that it teaches; 40 percent think that
Satan is not a living being but only a
symbol of evil; and more than half be-
lieve the Holy Spirit is not really a liv-
ing person.”

Thus, the born-again believer faces
a daunting challenge when making the
choice to teach. This generation of
tech-savvy children expects quick an-
swers and balks at waiting for any-
thing—something God often asks us
to do. They will not easily accept bib-

lical teaching or principles, as their
grandparents did. And they will not be-
lieve that “all scripture is given by in-
spiration of God” (II Tim. 3:16) just be-
cause the teacher does.

WHAT IS INVOLVED IN TEACHING
Those who have taught for any

length of time can attest to the fact
that teaching can be an exhausting
(but fulfilling) experience. In order to
teach anything, one must prepare.
Only the foolhardy try to wing it with-
out adequate preparation.

For the teacher of academics, col-
lege training is just the beginning. The
teacher will have to read and become
familiar with textbooks and continual-
ly construct appropriate evaluations.
In a church setting, the teacher would
be wise to read and study the lesson
more than once before attempting to
teach it.

In II Timothy 2:15, the Apostle Paul
advised his son in the faith, “Study to
shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” This verse indicates that the
workman who studies will be less like-
ly to be ashamed, will be able to cor-
rectly handle the Word of truth, and will
be approved by God.

However, even the best-prepared
teacher may find this occupation
challenging, for each teaching expe-
rience means another encounter with
people. And the same lesson pre-
sented to two different groups may
elicit different responses. In one situ-
ation, students may ask questions
the teacher can answer; in another
group, the teacher may be confront-
ed by somewhat hostile students
who are unwilling to accept any ex-
planation or answer. This latter situa-
tion will challenge anyone’s resolve to
teach, causing a desire to quit when

discouragement sets in. Every
teacher would do well to learn from
Jesus, the Master Teacher.

Jesus was traveling through Galilee
and teaching in the synagogues.
“When he saw the multitudes, he was
moved with compassion on them, be-
cause they fainted, and were scat-
tered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). The teacher
who follows the Master’s example will
recognize that the students need a
shepherd. In order to shepherd them,
the teacher will have to love them. Ob-
viously, some students are easier to
love than others; but the teacher who
loves God supremely also loves the
unlovable. This will take prayer and a
long-term commitment.

Moreover, the wise teacher will de-
velop a perception that will help in
learning to understand and read peo-
ple. Experience is the best teacher
for the willing student. And as the
years pass, experienced teachers
find it easier to draw from what has
been learned about human nature to
help face the unexpected challenges
in the classroom. Solomon said,
“There is no new thing under the sun”
(Eccles. 1:9). This is true of human
behavior, and years of experience
will help the teacher recognize un-
derlying problems that produce un-
acceptable behavior or poor aca-
demic performance.

Furthermore, a successful teacher
must consciously develop and main-
tain a respect for students. As young
people reach their teen years and ex-
hibit some rebellion, the wise teacher
will respect them as people, even
when their attitudes are disagree-
able.

Equally important, if not more so, is
the need to respect and treat all stu-
dents fairly. Proverbs 24:23 cautions,
“It is not good to have respect of per-
sons in judgment.” James 2:2-5 clear-

Christian Education

To Teach or Not to Teach
BY ETHEL MAE HASLETT
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unpopular as they place followers in a
position that is not politically correct.

Those who have taught also know
that there are rewards in this profes-
sion that can be found nowhere else.
What teacher has not presented a
diff icult lesson and then looked
around at the students’ faces to see
if they understood? As the l ight
dawns on their understanding, they
will show it first in their eyes and then
in the smiles that spread across their
faces. What joy this brings to the
teacher! As the days and weeks pass
and the trust between teacher and
students builds, the teacher may be
privileged to share some of his prob-
lems and heartaches and pray with
them.

As the years pass, former students
return to visit their favorite teachers to
express gratitude and perhaps to re-
turn with this encouragement: “You
are the reason I became a teacher!”
These intrinsic rewards far outweigh
any monetary compensation!

Rewards for the Sunday school
teacher are also intrinsic. Sunday
school teachers learn more about God
and His character as they study for
each lesson. Spiritual growth and ma-
turity are a Sunday school teacher’s
rewards. God also promises that His
Word will not return void (Isa. 55:11).
Those who faithfully proclaim God’s
Word will bear fruit (Matt. 13:23).

Teaching truly presents constant
challenges for the teacher. But it also
offers incalculable rewards, some of
which stretch far beyond the class-
room and reach into eternity. �

TROUBLES AND REWARDS OF
TEACHING

The individual who spends years in
the field of education learns that the
profession brings with it both trou-
bles and rewards. In the academic
arena, the teacher will face obstacles
that a  textbook manual may not have
discussed. Whether the students are
young children or teenagers, many of
them may arrive at school without
having had enough sleep or nourish-
ment, and both conditions make
learning difficult. Others may not
have a consistent and dependable
adult in their lives or someone to hold
them accountable, and these stu-
dents may prove a disciplinary chal-
lenge for the teacher, as they expect
to do what they want without having
to answer to anyone. And far too
many children today have no one to
love them and give them the security
that love provides. All of these con-
ditions demand a great deal more
from the teacher than just the skill to
impart knowledge.

Other, more personal challenges
face the classroom instructor. Teach-
ers who are conscientious about
their work may have to fight the
physical and emotional exhaustion
inherent in this profession. Time with
God and family must be guarded. It
is good advice for anyone whose
time is stretched too thin to say no to
some things in order to avoid
burnout.

Perhaps one of the most subtle
and destructive issues a teacher may
have to deal with is the temptation to
wield power wrongfully as a teacher
simply because teachers have a cer-
tain amount of power, especially over
their students. Admittedly, all teach-
ers do not face this issue, but many
do and use grades and popularity
with students to stroke their own
egos.

The Sunday school teacher will also
face challenges that counterparts of
the mid-twentieth century could not
imagine. Today those sitting in a Bible
study or Sunday school class may
have an appalling lack of biblical
knowledge. Many of them will not
even be able to find a book in the Bible
when asked to do so. In addition,
some teachers may become discour-
aged because of a lack of interest in
spiritual things on the part of the stu-
dents. Furthermore, the Bible’s clear
teachings become increasingly more

ly warns against showing partiality to
someone who dresses better because
he has the financial means to do so.
The wise teacher will work to respect
all students. That teacher will find the
students more cooperative and more
likely to do the work that is assigned.

Finally, one of the most important
aspects of teaching involves passing
on to students what the teacher has
personally learned. Although students
must master the material presented, it
will be the intrinsic lessons never
measured by a test that remain with
them long after they leave the class-
room. When a teacher shows trans-
parency to those being taught and ju-
diciously shares personal life lessons,
struggles and victories, the students
will be more likely to confide in the
teacher and seek counsel about their
own problems. This way, the Christian
teacher can offer a Christlike example
of love, fairness, and vulnerability that
should create a hunger in unsaved
students to know the Saviour who has
transformed their teacher’s life.

BIBLICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF
TEACHERS

While the Bible does not have a
chapter on how to become an effec-
tive teacher, it does have advice for
those who teach. The four Gospel
writers all relate the miraculous feed-
ing of the five thousand, and Matthew
and Mark both use the word “com-
passion” in their description of Christ’s
response to the crowd’s need. Those
who teach may be endowed with a
greater-than-normal amount of com-
passion, but it is likely that they will of-
ten have to ask Christ to empower
them in this area. The teacher who
does not love students is only at-
tempting to impart information. The
teacher who cares ultimately helps
change lives.

Furthermore, in II Timothy 2:24-25,
Paul said, “And the servant of the
Lord must not strive; but be gentle
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in
meekness instructing those that op-
pose themselves.” Anyone who
teaches will find students more co-
operative and willing to follow a gen-
tle, patient, and meek individual.
These three qualities, notably listed
in the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23),
cannot be produced by self-effort.
They are evidence of the Holy Spirit’s
working as He produces Christian
character in the believer.

and published Timely Tidbits for Today
in 2009. Because of my special love
for my grandchildren, all of the pro-
ceeds from these books are going to
their Christian education. It is amazing
to see how God opened doors in my
life, and they are all tied together in this
way! He has a plan for each one of us.

During my life, my prayer has been
Psalm 143:10: “Teach me to do thy will;
for thou art my God: thy Spirit is good;
lead me into the land of uprightness.”
God faithfully continues to lead me each
day as I look to Him for guidance. �

My Spiritual Self-Portrait

(Continued from page 57)
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PASTORS face many forms of pres-
sure when called to lead a body of

believers. One of the most difficult
pressures placed on a pastor is the
one he is called to do, and that is the
development of the weekly Sunday
sermons.

While the selection of a topic may
not represent a problem, difficulties
may arise when a pastor has to deter-
mine how to incorporate difficult
themes in his sermons.

An Easter sermon is easy compared
to a sermon on recent news events or
the rapid changes in society that go
against church doctrine or that may in-
volve church members or their fami-
lies.

What should a pastor teach about
abortion, same-sex marriages, stem-
cell research, euthanasia, and a thou-
sand other topics? Should a pastor
relegate the education of his laity to
the media or a newspaper, or should
he dare present those topics accord-
ing to God’s Word? 

Thus we have the question of how
a preacher can develop sermons
that will address these issues, main-
tain stability in the church, not offend
anyone, and yet deliver sermons that
are inspired by the Holy Spir i t .
Sometimes what the Bible teaches
will be offensive to those who have
an unbibl ical  v iew on a certa in 
subject. A pastor must never be a
party to those who “will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own

lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers,  having i tching ears”
(II Tim. 4:3).

But what about those topics that
have no strict biblical teaching, that
might be in what some people call a
gray area? Some topics could be con-
sidered to fall into that area.

For instance, at what level should
a Christian involve himself in the
fight against abortion? Of course,
we all can pray (and we must). But
while Christians can agree that abor-
tion is unbiblical, are we all required
to carry signs in protest in front of
abortion clinics? Is each of us re-
quired to join or form ministries that
fight abortion?

Another example of a topic that
raises much controversy among be-
lievers is how a Christian educates
His children. There are those who are
very adamant about homeschooling
or Christian schooling; however,
there are Christians who believe just
as strongly that sending their children
to public schools can be a part of
their ministry of getting the gospel out
to the world. Before you get angry,
please realize that there is not a strict
biblical teaching about this topic.
Yes, we should “come out from
among them” (II Cor. 6:17), but we
must also be witnesses to the un-
saved (Acts 1:8). This topic will not be
tackled here, even though those are a
few points about it.

There are issues that deal with

Christian freedom that fall in the gray
area. What entertainment is accept-
able? What kind of music is OK? What
can a Christian do or not do on Sun-
day? What about what you wear, what
you eat and drink, or how you spend
your free time—does the Bible ad-
dress those issues?

While it is true that the Bible does
not specifically list every possible de-
cision you will face in life, it does ad-
dress all choices with principles that
govern Christian freedom. When a
pastor preaches on the gray areas, I
believe there are several things he can
do to find help in preparation. I also
believe that the following principles
apply whenever a pastor preaches  on
any topic.

First, a pastor must understand ex-
actly what makes an issue controver-
sial. The answer is that within the
church you have men and women of
faith who have contrasting views on all
kinds of issues. To them, their side is
definitely the correct view, and anyone
who fails to agree with them is con-
sidered the opposition.

Thus, the pastor has laity who are
Bible-believing Christians who in faith
understand and interpret an issue ac-
cording to what they believe. They fur-
thermore believe that God agrees with
them and that they are therefore cor-
rect in their stance.

Once a pastor discovers where his
church stands on a particular topic,
he must graciously and lovingly and

The Pastor’s Study

Preaching on Difficult Topics
BY JOHN MAY, ED.D.
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Please know that you are welcome to
disagree. But as I have reflected on
this issue in the light of Scripture, tra-
dition, experience, and reason, God
has led me to conclude that . . .’ Pre-
senting your conclusions with humil-
ity, respect, kindness, and love will
lead persons to take seriously your
position and, for many, to make it
their own.”

Hamilton furthermore stated that
sometimes an issue is not cut-and-
dried (those gray areas) but is still
open for debate. In that case, he
states carefully that this is his opinion
and that the congregation might dis-
agree with him. By encasing his find-
ings with love and humility, feelings of
resentment and division are mini-
mized.

However, every sermon must have a
clear conclusion. A pastor cannot
leave a sermon open-ended, leaving it
to the congregation to decide what he
was trying to accomplish. A pastor
must never appear undecided about a
topic that has strong biblical, moral,
and ethical support. An open-ended,
wishy-washy sermon will only confuse
members of a congregation and lead
some astray.

Finally, depending on the issue be-
ing presented, a time of discussion
might be needed, or another sermon
might be called for to continue further
insight into your findings.

In either case, make sure the con-
gregation knows that they can ap-
proach you with questions and re-
sponses that may be contrary to your
stance. Again, this will negate any
thoughts that you are attempting to
force your views on the church.

In conclusion, sermons dealing with
difficult topics may never need to be
dealt with in your church. Some
churches could care less about world
issues, while local problems are vast-
ly more important. It is imperative for a
pastor to know his congregation and
be open to the Holy Spirit as sermons
are developed.

Difficult topics are only difficult if
proper preparation is not made be-
fore their delivery. As you prepare,
pray, and remain open to the Holy
Spirit, your congregation will be bet-
ter informed about the issues and
where the church itself stands. Fail-
ure to properly prepare can lead to di-
vision and strife and resentment in
the body that can be avoided by care-
ful preparation. �

strong, healthy congregation while
inviting persons to take seriously the
position of a pastor advocating on a
given controversial topic” (“Preach-
ing Controversial Issues,” www.min
istrymatters.com, March 9, 2012).

Pastor Hamilton stated that he al-
ways starts his sermon by presenting
the view that is most unlike his own
first. He does this in a succinct, clear,
and thorough manner. He then fol-
lows with the second view, which is
his own. He takes care to articulate
both sides equally and fully and in no
way attempts to berate or embarrass
his church members. He carefully
supports his discussion points with
Scripture.

This approach allows those with the
opposing view to feel that he treated
their views with respect and open-
ness. He might not persuade anyone
to change his view, but this type of
presentation does allow everyone to
feel that the pastor presented the top-
ic objectively and thoroughly.

Fourth, a pastor should realize that
when developing his sermon, his own
views on any particular issue may
change. When I pastored a church
and preached on a certain topic, I
found my own views being changed
by what the Word of God was show-
ing me as I prepared the sermon. It
was a surprise to me that my precon-
ceived ideas could be changed after
many years.

Of course, a pastor must never
change his mind on those issues that
are clearly in violation of Scripture. But
a pastor must remain open to the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit in his own life
as he prepares every sermon.

If a pastor refuses to acknowledge
the fact that there is more than one
way to approach a topic, his sermon
will come across as disjointed and in-
coherent. He can only preach what he
himself believes, and that is open to
constant shaping by the Holy Spirit.

Fifth, the pastor must demonstrate
humility, respect, kindness, and love in
his presentation. This is particularly
important when the sermon calls for a
conclusion concerning the subject
matter.

Adam Hamilton suggested a way
in which to close by stating, “Having
wrestled with both sides of this issue,
I would like to share with you my own
conclusions. I am not suggesting
that mine is the only position a Chris-
tian could hold, nor that I feel any
less love for those who disagree.

truthfully approach the subject with
the Bible as his source for the truth on
the subject. Knowing where the
church stands on particular issues
entails getting to know the laity of his
church, which is a must and should
be viewed as a positive thing, not
drudgery.

The second thing a pastor can do
is to become informed about the is-
sue himself. This goes beyond just
having a surface knowledge about
the subject. An in-depth study will
allow all sides of the issue to be un-
derstood and presented. He must
continue to remember that his con-
gregation may be divided on any giv-
en matter.

A pastor can also talk to experts in
the field, or he can go to other pastors
to gain their insight. As a pastor begins
his research, care should be taken to
avoid the development of a bias to-
ward one side or the other. If such a
bias develops, it will come across in
his presentation at the pulpit and may
cause a rift in the laity.

The topic should be addressed in
a forthright manner, and the biblical
view of the topic should be deter-
mined. Only after vast amounts of
reading, discussion, and prayer
should a topic be presented. If the
topic will knowingly affect members
of his congregation, the pastor could
offer precounseling to those people
in further preparation. In all cases,
the pastor must be led by the Holy
Spirit and must seek a prayer of per-
mission in order to continue with his
presentation.

Third, the pastor could attempt to
gain insight into why both sides feel
the way they do about the controver-
sial topic. The research has been
completed, and a thorough knowl-
edge of the topic has been gained. He
realizes his congregation has differ-
ing views on the issue. Now the pas-
tor has to understand—not mentally
but emotionally—why his people feel
the way they do either for or against
the topic.

Adam Hamilton, pastor and writer,
wrote, “When preaching on contro-
versial issues, every preacher must
decide whether the aim is to influ-
ence his hearers or irritate them. The
latter is easy, requires no skill, and is
certain to shrink one’s congregation
into a body of like-minded people.
But for those who desire to influence
their parishioners, there are several
important ideas that can help build a



Christ My All
BY MABEL GLENN HALDEMAN

On the rough and thorny way,
Christ is both my hope and stay;
Lonely would I be today
If my Lord were far away.

Through the valley lone and chill,
He’s my present Helper still;
And my way once dark as night
He has made to glow with light.

Hosts of evil lurk around 
My poor dwelling to surround,
But His secret place insures
Me a refuge that endures.

When temptations sore distress,
And the devil doth oppress,

It is then I nestle near
To the One I love so dear.

I’m unworthy of His grace; 
Yet He bids me seek His face;
In the hour of trial sore,
He sustains me evermore.

How I long to see His face,
And to occupy the place
That He wants to share with me
Through the long eternity.

Then the wonders now untold
I shall evermore behold;
Resting in His bosom sweet,
There my joy will be complete. �


