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Minute Meditations

The Revelation of the
Promised Messiah
BY

DAVID A. HAMBURG

March 2, 2014—Read II Samuel 7:16. One of David’s
greatest ambitions was to build a magnificent temple.
God said, in effect, “No, not you, but your son will. I will
give you something better—a royal family, a dynasty that
will be established forever.” From David came the promised Messiah/Redeemer, Jesus Christ. God answers
prayer: yes, no, or wait. In the end, His plan is always best.
March 9, 2014—Read Matthew 1:21-22. Names help
us identify and differentiate between people. But in the
Bible, names also are a revelation. The name Jesus is a
form of the name Joshua and means “salvation is of Yahweh.” It was commonly given to boys in the first century.
Because He was born to be the Saviour of the world, God
made Jesus’ name unique and raised it above all others
(Phil. 2:9-11).
March 16, 2014—Read Psalm 110:1. “My Lord” is identified by Jesus as Himself, the promised Son of David, or
Messiah (Matt. 22:41-46). It speaks of the time between
the ascension and the end of the tribulation when Christ
will sit at God’s right hand and ultimately reign triumphantly over all the enemies of God.
March 23, 2014—Read Revelation 5:12. An innumerable company in heaven loudly worship the Lamb. The
Lamb is declared worthy because He is the Creator of all
things (Rev. 4:11) and the Redeemer of all who believe. He
deserves the sevenfold qualities of perfection: power,
riches, wisdom, strength, honor, glory, and blessing.
Heaven and earth gladly honor Him.
March 30, 2014—Read Matthew 21:9. Jesus rode into
Jerusalem in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9. He was, indeed,
Israel’s Messiah-King. The crowd was enthusiastic, but
most were mistaken. They thought He would deliver them
from Rome’s oppression. The salvation Jesus offered was
much better than political change. It was deliverance from
sin and its consequences.
April 6, 2014—Read Jeremiah 7:11. The people gave
lip service to God, observing all the temple rituals but living in gross sin (Jer. 7:9). Jeremiah described them as
thieves, using the temple as a hideout as they planned
their next foray into evil. Jesus expressed the same sentiment regarding the people of His day (Luke 19:46; John
2:16). The Lord knew, and He would respond with righteous judgment.
April 13, 2014—Read John 19:2-3. Jesus, the King
of the Jews, was rejected by His own people and
mocked by the Roman soldiers. He bore it silently on
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His way to the greater suffering of the cross for you and
for me. Though the crown of thorns was mockery, it
was also a symbol of victory for the King of kings and
Lord of lords.
April 20, 2014—Read Luke 24:6-7. The women went to
the cemetery on a mission. They failed but were overjoyed
anyway. They had great love and dedication but poor
memories. Jesus had mentioned His death and resurrection at least three times (Luke 9:22, 44; 18:31-34). He had
foretold what Heaven had planned. His followers sorrowed a while only to be joyful forever.
April 27, 2014—Read Luke 24:27. Jesus explained that
a consistent, divine purpose runs throughout the Scriptures. True, the promised Messiah would be a glorious
King, but He was also the Suffering Saviour who came in
love to deal with sin. Now the events of the past few days
began to make sense for Cleopas and his partner. They
went from shattered dreams to understanding.
May 4, 2014—Read Matthew 4:4. It was His Father’s
will for Jesus to be in the wilderness and to go without
food for forty days. He was severely tempted by Satan,
but He resisted—not by exercising His divine power as
the Son of God but, as man, by relying on God’s enabling
to obey His Word. We too can choose to obey God and
His Word as Jesus did (John 5:30; 6:38).
May 11, 2014—Read Luke 4:21. The passage Jesus
read was Isaiah 61:1-2. The people knew it referred to
their Messiah. Jesus was clearly declaring that He was,
indeed, the Promised One. The audience in the synagogue was pleased until Jesus indicated that God’s grace
extended to the Gentiles. All of a sudden, everything
changed, and their anger ruled the day.
May 18, 2014—Read Matthew 15:8-9. Jesus applied
Isaiah’s condemnation of Israel to the people of His day.
Satan has no fear of a religion based only on tradition and
ritual. God seeks true worship from the heart—worship
that is then demonstrated by what we say and do. It is one
thing to recognize the failure of others; it is another to apply the Scripture to our own lives.
May 25, 2014—Read Mark 12:30-31. The God of magnificent love certainly deserves our complete devotion.
Note the four “alls,” which indicate wholeheartedness.
Because we have experienced divine love through
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, we can and should love our
neighbors. Loving God and others is the greatest responsibility of believers. ★
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The Transformation of Resurrection
BY

VER one hundred years ago, a
Frenchman named Lepeaux approached a fellow countryman and minister named Talleyrand with a novel idea.
He wanted to start a religion. He had
seen what religion could do for people—
how it could affect their character and
their families and even their country for
good. Lepeaux knew that Talleyrand had
been involved in this business of religion
for many years, so he asked his advice.
“How can I start a religion?”
“It is very simple,” he was told. “All
you have to do is to have yourself crucified and then rise from the dead on
the third day.”
This was, of course, impossible for
Lepeaux, but Talleyrand had it right.
The resurrection is the cornerstone of
the Christian faith. The fact that Christ

O

ROBERT ALLEN

rose from the dead proved that God
was satisfied with His perfect sacrifice
for sin. The fact that death could not
hold the Lord Jesus Christ captive
proved that death could not hold His
followers captive. The resurrection became the ground and pledge of our
own resurrection. The empty grave still
stands today as the one sufficient, external proof of Christianity. We know
that everything the Bible says is true
because we know that Christ arose.
Still, it is one thing to sit in church
and be moved by songs and stories of
the resurrection; it is another thing entirely to be transformed by the One
who was raised from the dead. Christ
died and rose again in order to transform your life. The twentieth chapter of
John does more than simply record

From the Editor’s Desk
While It Is Called Today
BY

DON RUFF

VERY often hear people say that the
years seem to go by faster the older
one gets. This does seem to be the case.
It is amazing to see how much older my
once little children have become. Equally boggling to me is how quickly my
grandparents and parents have aged and
passed away. Time is precious. What is a
good way to use the time we have?
Most people look at the brevity of
life and try to live it to the fullest in a
self-centered fashion. They accumulate wealth and toys as quickly as possible because no one knows how long
he has. We are all encouraged by popular culture to spend big, play hard,
and get all we can now.
Christians have a higher calling, however. As we deal with the brevity of life,
Jesus calls us to focus on others instead
of focusing on ourselves. Is there someone you know who needs help in some
way? We are called to good works toward those God leads us to. Do you
know a fellow Christian whose life is afflicted by sickness? Has that illness

I
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dimmed the light of his salvation? The
writer of Hebrews instructed us to “exhort one another daily, while it is called
To day” (3:13). That means each day.
God’s family members need to help
others daily through prayer, words of
encouragement, and good works,
leaving aside personal convictions
and judgment. We need to remind
each other to cling to God’s promises
so that the troubles of this life will not
harden our spirits and cause us to be
deceived by the false promises of this
world and thereby fall into sin.
“Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit the
fatherless and widows in their affliction” (Jas. 1:27). Reaching out to fellow Christians and to unbelievers to
help them in times of distress is used
by God for the salvation and strengthening of souls.
We all know life is short, and there
are wounded people everywhere. Let
us show them God’s love while we still
have today. ★

the facts of the resurrection of Christ.
It pictures the transformation that took
place in the lives of those who met the
risen Christ. The total change in those
people became living proof of His triumph over the grave. They became
the evidence of His resurrection.
Mary had not lived an easy life. When
she first came into contact with Christ
(recorded in Luke 8:2), she had been
plagued by seven devils. He cast those
demons out of her, and she began to respond to His teaching. She became
one of the last at the cross and one of
the first at the tomb. But she did not react to the empty tomb as we might expect. She stood there grieving over the
pain of separation from the One she
loved. Jesus was dead, and Mary had
sunk into the depths of emotional distress over her loss.
As long as Mary believed Christ was
dead, she had nothing more to look forward to than a pilgrimage to His tomb.
The One who had saved her from seven demons had not been able to save
Himself. There is no hope in any religion
that simply teaches us to follow the example of Christ’s life. As wonderful as it
was to remember all she had shared
with Jesus, she was not changed by
simply following the example of Christ’s
perfect and sinless life, but by the power of a risen Saviour who had liberated
her from bondage to sin.
After seeing the risen Christ, Mary
“told the disciples that she had seen
the Lord” (John 20:18). What a contrast
with her previous statement to Peter:
“They have taken away the Lord out of
the sepulchre” (vs. 2)! She now testified
with joy, not grief. She had hope instead
of her former despair. The testimony of
Mary demonstrated a transformed life
that proclaimed the truth of the resurrection to all those who knew her.
The disciples had heard from Mary
and the other women the report of the
resurrection. Yet later the same day,
they were hiding behind locked doors
“for fear of the Jews” (John 20:19). The
resurrection was a fact. Death had been
conquered. Christ had risen. And yet,
they were still afraid. Why? They had
not yet personally met the risen Christ.
It was into that meeting, fraught with
fear and disappointment and distress,
that Jesus came. He reminded them of

His promises—the promise of peace,
the promise of joy, and the promise of
purpose (cf. John 20:19-21).
He showed them His hands and His
side—the marks of the cross, the
proof of death. They had grieved over
the wounds as He hung on the cross.
They rejoiced over the wounds at His
resurrection. The promises He made
to them had been forgotten until they
saw the fulfillment of those promises
in His new life. The resurrection transformed them from men who were hiding behind locked doors to men who
had a purpose in life—the continuation
of the work He had come to start.
Christ was sending them even as
the Father had sent Him—not to replace Him or take over His mission or
continue on without Him. His life, His
resurrected life, was to become the
source of their own life and service.
They were now to be in Him just as He
was in the Father. They were to be one
with Him as He was one with the Father. They were to obey Him as He
obeyed the Father. Because He was
alive, they had a purpose in life.
A dead Christ left them in despair,
hiding behind closed doors. A risen
Christ transformed them by giving
them, in Himself, all the promises of
God for the future.
One of the disciples was absent when
Christ appeared to them on Easter
evening. His story is likewise a strong
affirmation of the transformation that
comes through meeting the risen Christ.
Thomas had become known as the
“doubter,” but his doubt was no greater
than that of the rest of the disciples. He
heard about Jesus’ resurrection from
the other disciples and did not believe
them. But Mary heard from angels, and
the disciples heard from Mary—and
they did not accept the testimony of
others, either. They needed to meet the
SPRING QUARTER 2014

risen Christ for themselves.
Thomas had honest
doubts. He desired to
see the same evidences that the others
told him they had
seen. Christ very graciously extended to
Thomas an experience almost identical
to that received by the
others a week earlier.
Once again it was the
first day of the week.
Again the disciples
had gathered for a
meeting. In fact, it seems to have been
the same room. The doors were locked,
just as they had been the week before.
Jesus came through the locked door
and repeated the same words: “Peace
be unto you” (John 20:26).
Jesus wanted all of His disciples to
be His witnesses, so He graciously extended the same evidence of His fulfilled promises to Thomas as He had
given to all the others. The specific objection Thomas had voiced to the testimony of the disciples concerning
Christ involved the physical evidence of
the resurrection. Like many other skeptics, he recognized the physical impossibility of a man dying and coming back
to life. If that was what the disciples
were claiming, then he wanted to be
certain that whoever they had seen was
really Jesus. He wanted to see the evidence of death—the nail-scarred
hands and the wound in His side.
Unlike some other skeptics, Thomas
was willing to believe when presented
with the evidence. We are not told
whether Thomas actually accepted the
invitation of Christ and reached out to
physically obtain the proof he had said
he would need. But the immediacy and
fervency of his verbal confession suggest that seeing Christ was enough.
Now he had seen the Lord for himself,
and he was quick to respond. He had
come to the end of his doubts concerning Christ, and he made one of the
greatest confessions of faith in all of the
Gospels.
Thomas’s confession was a statement of personal conviction: “My Lord
and my God” (John 20:28). He was not
just recognizing the facts of the resurrection; he was stating the truth concerning what the resurrection meant in
his own life. His faith brought him to a
personal relationship with the risen
Lord. He was ascribing deity to some-

one he had known as a man in a very
real sense. He had walked and talked
with Jesus for years and now saw Him
as He really was—the divine Son of
God—God Himself, come in the flesh.
Today the experiences of these men
and women recorded in the Gospel of
John are not available to us. We cannot visit the empty tomb, although we
can travel to Israel and see a tomb that
some believe may have been the one
where He lay. We cannot hear the firsthand testimony of the angels. We will
not hear the voice of Mary or the voices of the disciples telling what they
have seen and heard.
Unlike Thomas, we will not be shown
the evidences of physical death in the
hands and the side of Christ. But Christ
knew that would be the case; so He
told Thomas, “Blessed are they that
have not seen, and yet have believed”
(John 20:29). He was talking about us.
He was talking about the ones who believe in Christ and His resurrection
without seeing Him in person. We can
have a personal relationship with
Christ without ever seeing Him in the
flesh. In fact, that is what faith is all
about, and that is why He blessed
those who would accept Him by faith.
The empty tomb, the testimony of
eyewitnesses, and the physical signs
of death are all strong evidences for
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. John
recorded them for a very specific reason. He wanted men and women to
believe “that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name”
(John 20:31). Faith has both an intellectual aspect and an experiential aspect. We should believe in the resurrection because of the truth of the
recorded testimony in the Gospels. It
is important to have that mental assent. But mental assent alone will not
save a person. It is by faith that the resurrection transforms our lives when we
believe and have life through His
name, the name of Jesus Christ.
True faith will change your mind, but
it will also change your life. A person
cannot accept the truth of God’s Word
without also doing the works of God.
And a person cannot do the works of
God without accepting the thoughts of
God. The greatest evidence of the resurrection is the new life in Christ possessed by those who have come to
faith in Him. He is alive forevermore,
and He has given us in Himself resurrection life that is also eternal. ★
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Honoring Mothers
BY

OD gives great importance to
women, and He approves when
children honor their mothers. In the
Ten Commandments He told His people to honor their parents. The fifth
commandment says, “Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may
be long upon the land which the Lord
thy God giveth thee” (Exod. 20:12). All
through Scripture, God gives high regard to women and men alike.
At Creation, God saw that the man He
had made, Adam, was alone. All the animals had partners, but Adam, God’s final and greatest creation, did not. So
God made Eve as Adam’s helpmate
(Gen. 2:18). Eve, for better or for worse,
became her husband’s constant companion, and the two became “one flesh”
(vs. 24). From their union came many
children, and the first couple began to
populate the earth as God planned. This
relationship between father, mother,
and children began the family.
God created Adam and Eve, and Eve
was the first mother of all living beings.
“And Adam called his wife’s name Eve;
because she was the mother of all living” (Gen. 3:20). Adam was thrilled with
the helper God gave him. He said, “This
is now bone of my bones, and flesh of
my flesh: she shall be called Woman, for
she was taken out of Man” (2:23).
In the beginning, God planned for His
human creation to be part of a family
and have a father and a mother. He created Eve and gave her to Adam to be
the completion of the first man. “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
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MARILYN R. ANDERSON

mother, and shall cleave unto his wife”
(Gen. 2:24). Fathers, mothers, and children were part of God’s plan.
Eve was the first woman, the first
mother. Though she struggled against
forces of evil, as do all of us, with God’s
guidance she triumphed by hard work
and effort. We can be encouraged by
her perseverance and determination.
God made women special. They are
determined, persistent, sacrificial, and
compassionate, to mention just a few
adjectives that apply to women.
Women will organize and gather to
support one another and a cause. During the United States Civil War, Ann
Reeves Jarvis persistently organized
women to improve the sanitary conditions for both the North and the South.
Thousands of lives were saved as
hosts of women learned the fundamentals of nursing and sanitation. After the war, a day was set aside to unite
families split by the Civil War. Jarvis
called this Mother’s Friendship Day.
In 1870, just a few years after the
Civil War, Julia Ward Howe (who had
written the words to “The Battle Hymn
of the Republic”), appealed to women
to encourage peace throughout the
world. In 1872, she began promoting
the idea of Mother’s Day for Peace,
honoring peace, motherhood, and
womanhood. It was an effort to unite
women against war.
Anna Jarvis, daughter of Ann
Reeves Jarvis, is given credit for being
the first to celebrate Mother’s Day in
the United States. In 1908, she con-

tinued her mother’s efforts and recognized her mother by celebrating a special day honoring mothers. She campaigned to make it an official holiday.
On May 8, 1914, the U.S. Congress
passed a law designating the second
Sunday in May as Mother’s Day. These
three women, Ann, Julia, and Anna,
persevered in getting their cause, a
way to honor women, recognized by
the government and the public.
Women—especially mothers—are often very determined, and they persevere
when all might seem hopeless. We learn
in the Old Testament book of Numbers
about Moses’ mother. “Jochebed, the
daughter of Levi, . . . bare unto Amram
Aaron and Moses, and Miriam their sister” (26:59). Jochebed was one of those
determined women. She would not permit her newborn baby boy to be put to
death. She was not going to give up her
baby son to death; she would rather
have him raised by another than do that.
So “when she could not longer hide him,
she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and
daubed it with slime and with pitch, and
put the child therein; and she laid it in the
flags by the river’s brink” (Exod. 2:3).
Miriam, the baby’s sister, watched
by the river. Sure enough, the daughter of Pharaoh found him. Jochebed
may have known where and when this
woman bathed and thus plotted a way
for her baby to be rescued. When her
scheme was successful, Moses became the grandson of the same man
who wanted to put all the Hebrew
baby boys to death. Because God enabled his mother to save him from
death, Moses delivered his people
from slavery in Egypt. Jochebed, an
intelligent, determined, devoted mother, was used by God to save her people from the schemes of Pharaoh.
Another determined woman in the
Old Testament was a mother-in-law.
Naomi lost her husband and two sons.
In despair, she left Moab, where she
had lived with her husband and sons,
and returned to her hometown of
Bethlehem with one daughter-in-law,
Ruth. She must have had a wonderful
relationship with Ruth, for Ruth said,
“Whither thou goest, I will go; and
where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy
people shall be my people, and thy
God my God” (Ruth 1:16). Ruth, the

daughter-in-law, did not want to be
separated from her mother-in-law. The
loyalty she showed to Naomi may be
one of the highest honors a woman
could receive from her daughter or
daughter-in-law.
Hannah was a mother with tremendous persistence and great faith. She
continually prayed for a son until God
heard her prayer and granted her wish.
Hannah dedicated her son, Samuel, to
the Lord even before he was born.
Then she honored her vow by giving
him to Eli, the priest, to be raised in the
temple. “I have lent him to the Lord; as
long as he liveth he shall be lent to the
Lord” (I Sam. 1:28). After waiting so
long, Hannah gave her son to God.
God was pleased with Hannah’s sacrifice and blessed her.
Women, especially mothers, are often sacrificial. In I Kings 3:16-28, two
women went to King Solomon when
they had a dispute over a baby. It is the
story of “Good Mom, Bad Mom.”
When both women claimed to be the
mother of the living baby, Solomon, in
his amazing wisdom, determined
which woman was the real mother of
the baby boy in question. The true
mother was willing to give up her baby
so that he would live. Her sacrificial
love was rewarded. Solomon wisely
ruled in favor of the true mother.
New Testament women displayed
the same attributes as women years
before. Though Elisabeth, the wife of
Zacharias and the mother of John the
Baptist, was shocked when she
learned she would have a child in her
old age, she was grateful to God, who
she believed could do anything He
promised. Elisabeth and her husband
had prayed for a child for many years.
They had given up that dream, so
Zacharias was shocked when an angel told him that his wife would have a
son. Elisabeth said, “Thus hath the
Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my
reproach among men” (Luke 1:25).
She believed God and was thankful.
New Testament mothers Elisabeth
and Mary have stories that overlap.
When Gabriel visited Mary and told her
that she would have a child by the Holy
Spirit, Mary was troubled at first.
Gabriel assured the young virgin that
God’s power would overshadow her
and that her baby would be called the
Son of God. Gabriel also told Mary
that Elisabeth, her relative, was going
to have a baby even though she was
old. Mary believed the angel when he
SPRING QUARTER 2014

said that nothing is impossible with
God. The news of Elisabeth’s pregnancy must have been good news for
Mary, for she left immediately to visit
with her relative.
More than thirty years later, Jesus
showed love and concern for Mary,
His mother. As He was dying on the
cross, He asked John, one of His disciples, to watch over her and to treat
her as his own mother. Jesus gave us
an example of honor and respect for
mothers in that request.
Matthew’s Gospel tells us of another
woman who had great faith. She was a
woman of Canaan, not a Jew. She
asked Jesus to cast a demon out of her
daughter. The disciples wanted her to
be sent away, but because of her great
faith, Jesus said, “Great is thy faith: be
it unto thee even as thou wilt” (15:28).
Her daughter was healed.
Depending on our age, the availability of our mothers is different for each
of us. If your mother has passed on,
thank God for her and for her influence
on you for however long she nurtured
you. Good or bad, your mother helped
shape your life. Because of her example, you are shaping the lives of your
children, nieces, nephews, grandchildren, friends, and neighbors. In many
ways, the woman who bore or raised
you is with you forever. A woman’s influence can be felt by all who come
into contact with her.
If your mother is still alive and well,
praise God for that also. If there is a rift
between the two of you, pray that God
will mend the bad feelings that created that break. If the relationship is redeemable, ask God to help you resolve any differences that are in the
way of complete restoration. When we
honor our parents, we also honor God,
who told us to give honor to them.
To honor one’s mother is a command that the Lord gave the Israelites
many years ago through Moses in the
Ten Commandments. Sometimes it is
a big job to fulfill. To give honor to
someone is to give that person the respect that is due him or her. That honor is for a lifetime. As we age, some
women may need more concern and
attention. Older mothers may need to
be cared for in their declining years.
Mothers of all ages and circumstances can be appreciated by their
children. Many women love flowers.
You might consider planting a flower in
Mother’s or Grandmother’s garden in
honor of Mother’s Day. At the same
time, children or grandchildren could

do some weeding in the garden. Some
parks and gardens have Plant-a-Tree
programs in honor of someone. A card
with a handwritten note is another way
to show appreciation. Preparing a
meal for a shut-in mother or inviting
Mom to a Mother’s Day dinner is special. A plate of cookies made by a special boy or girl would be a loving show
of gratitude to a mother, aunt, grandmother, or favorite neighbor.
Whatever you do to show love and
appreciation for your mother, do not
forget that showing love and gratitude
to the mother who bore and/or raised
you is something to do every day, not
just one day of the year. It is good to
observe Mother’s Day once a year, but
be thankful for your mother often,
praising God for the woman who loved
and nurtured you. This will please God
and honor your mother. ★

Our Doctrinal
Statement
1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.
2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.
7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.
8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.
9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.
10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.
—Union Gospel Press Division
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Remember the Battle
BY

EMORIAL DAY 1961 was a very
special day in my life. I was
standing at the Marine Corps War
Memorial at the entrance to Arlington
National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia. I was twelve years old, and I
was in the second day of my trip to
Washington, D.C. I was also very disappointed.
All of my life I had seen pictures of
my father’s cousin, Franklin Sousley.
The pictures were in the homes of almost everyone on my paternal grandmother’s side of our family. The pictures were all the same—Franklin in
his Marine Corps uniform. Without exception, there was an accompanying
photo in each house. It was the iconic
photo of the American flag being
raised on Mount Suribachi on the island of Iwo Jima on February 23, 1945.
Franklin was one of the Marines who
had raised that flag. I had never seen
Franklin in person. He died before I
was born.
On that Memorial Day in 1961, I was
disappointed that the figure representing Franklin did not, in my opinion,
look like him. I was fairly sure which
figure was supposed to represent

M
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Franklin. He was the last Marine
whose hands were actually touching
the pole. I double-checked with my father to be sure I was looking at the correct figure.
Dad assured me I was looking at the
right figure. Then he told me that he
did not think the face was supposed to
look exactly like Franklin.
“Why not?” I protested.
Dad said he thought that the statue
was supposed to represent all the
Marines who had given their lives in
service to their country. I knew that
Franklin had given his life. As a matter
of fact, he never made it off Iwo Jima.
He was killed by a sniper just a few
weeks after the flag raising. He was
nineteen years old when he was killed.
He knew a photographer had taken a
picture of the flag being raised, and in
a letter to his mother he told her to
watch for the photo. He never knew
that he appeared in one of the world’s
most iconic and mass-produced photos or that he would be represented
on postage stamps, on coins, in
movies, and in the world’s largest
bronze statue.
More than fifty years have passed

since that Memorial Day in 1961. I
have learned a lot more about World
War II and about why a little spit of land
in the Pacific Ocean was so important.
I have learned how many Americans
gave their lives to take that tiny island.
I have learned that Felix de Weldon,
the sculptor of the Marine Corps War
Memorial, did try to accurately portray
the faces of the men in the statue. In
Franklin’s case, he did not have a living model. He had to work from photographs.
Over the years I have visited the Marine Corps War Memorial many times.
My children have seen the statue, and
I hope to be able to show it to my
grandchildren someday. My family
also visits Franklin’s grave in Elizaville,
Kentucky, when we can. Several family members are buried in the little
cemetery there. The headstone over
Franklin’s grave is engraved with the
flag-raising scene.
I have often thought of the irony of
Franklin’s short life. He is forever memorialized for a single moment of his
life—the moment he helped lift that
pole with the American flag attached
to it. Almost everyone knows the
photograph. Most people know the
statue. Yet when I ask whether they
know the names of the flag raisers,
most people just shrug their shoulders or shake their heads. I am always a little disappointed in that response.
I never knew Franklin, but I knew his
mother. She was a cousin, but we
called her Aunt Goldie. She died in
1988. I remember her from family
gatherings. She was always very shy.
Her husband had died when Franklin
was only nine years old. Franklin’s little brother Malcolm died when he was
five years old. Franklin’s surviving
brother, Julian, died in a car accident
in 1951. He was eighteen years old. I
never heard Aunt Goldie say much
about her children. To be honest, she
never said much at all. An unmistakable but understandable sadness
seemed to envelop her.
When we celebrate Memorial Day,
we sometimes hear the question “Was
it worth it?” Some will answer in the affirmative, and some will answer in the
negative. Some will say the sacrifices

of one war were worth it, while the sacrifices of another were not. Americans
still debate about what was truly accomplished in the Vietnam War.
On Memorial Day we remember the
sacrifices of those who gave their lives
in service to their country. We are also
reminded that wars are fought because human beings are flawed. We
live in a fallen world where bad things
happen. Sometimes these bad things
occur in very distant places and have
little impact on our lives. Sometimes
the bad things land right in our laps.
We cannot avoid them. Evil people
make evil choices that result in evil
consequences. That is how we get involved in wars.
The Bible speaks to the subject of
wars among people and nations.
“From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not
hence, even of your lusts that war in
your members?” (Jas. 4:1). One country lusts after another country’s natural resources and attacks it to gain
control of those resources and benefit
from them. It has happened again and
again throughout human history.
There is, however, an even more significant war that occurs daily in the
hearts of men.
In Ephesians 6 the Apostle Paul acknowledged the great battle that constantly rages. It is a spiritual battle for
the hearts of people. It is a battle that
is fought on a very individual and personal battlefield—the human heart.
Because the battle is fought in the
spiritual rather than the physical realm,
many people do not realize that it is
being waged.
Paul informed the Ephesians about
the battle and told them that there is a
need to wear armor to defend oneself
in this battle. The armor is from God
and is spiritual in nature. Truth, righteousness, peace, and faith defend us
from the harm Satan intends to inflict
upon those who trust in Jesus Christ
(Eph. 6:14-17). We need only one offensive weapon—“the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God” (Eph.
6:17; cf. Heb. 4:12). Orders for battle
include prayer, watchfulness, and perseverance (Eph. 6:18).
With God’s armor and one potent
weapon we enter the fray of spiritual
battle day after day. Some people mistakenly believe that this battle occurs
because both God and Satan love us
and want us to belong to them. God
does love us and desperately wants us
to belong to Him (John 3:16; I Tim. 2:3SPRING QUARTER 2014

4; II Pet. 3:9; I John 4:8-10). Satan,
however, has no love for us. Satan
hates us! Why, then, does he fight to
gain us?
Satan wants us so that God cannot
have what is rightfully His. Satan despises God! His engagement in the
spiritual battle for men’s souls is an act
of contempt for God. His hatred for
God is so deep that he will do whatever he can to keep God from having
the victory within even one human
heart. Thus, the battle rages!
The battle of Iwo Jima was won by
courageous American forces in March
1945. The flag that was raised on
Mount Suribachi, the highest point on
the island, signified the impending victory. The fighting, however, did not
end. Japanese soldiers, entrenched in
the caves and tunnels beneath Iwo
Jima’s gritty terrain, would not simply
surrender. They had been taught that
surrender was unacceptable and a
sign of moral weakness. They fought
on, even though they knew they could
not win. One of those Japanese soldiers who continued to fight shot and
killed my cousin Franklin on March 21,
1945, almost a month after the flag
raising.
The battle for people’s souls has
been won. It was won two thousand
years ago on an ugly little knoll just
outside the city of Jerusalem. Yet Satan continues to engage in the battle.
He does not give up the fight. His hatred for God and his desire to keep
people from knowing God inspire his
malicious tenacity. Like the sniper who
killed Franklin, Satan keeps reloading.
He keeps aiming at those he can pick
off, and he fires a fatal shot whenever
he can. That shot may be confusion,
discouragement, disappointment, or
simple unbelief. He will happily use
whatever weapon will be most effective with that individual.
Satan’s weapons can never overcome the singular event that won the
battle for souls. The cross of Jesus
Christ looms above all human endeavors. Yes, there are those who will ignore it and deem it insignificant. God,
however, knows better. It was on that
cross that His Son won the battle, forever eradicating the power of sin to
overcome man and condemn him in
the eyes of God. “There is therefore
now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1).
Most churches display an image of
a cross. It may be on a steeple, in a
stained-glass window, on a wall be-

hind the pulpit, or above a communion
table. It serves as a visible reminder of
the cost of man’s salvation.
The Apostle Paul carefully described the centrality of the cross in
Christian doctrine in Ephesians 2:1318. It was on the cross that the barrier
between sinful man and the holy God
was broken down. That barrier was
forever demolished by the One who
was fully man and fully God, Jesus
Christ. The hours He spent on that
ugly instrument of death forever
changed the dynamic of the relationship between man and God. The
blood of the perfect Lamb of God
(John 1:29) was shed on that cross,
and the power in that blood made it
possible for man to be reconciled to
God and for man and God to be at
peace (Col. 1:20).
In America we seek to honor those
who have given their lives in service to
their country. We may not do it often
enough, and we most certainly do not
do it well enough; but we try. At least
we have one day each year dedicated
to their memory. Dwindling numbers
attend parades and listen to speeches. Not long after 9/11, a lot of Americans displayed flags. That symbolic
act of patriotism was short-lived, and
now few flags are displayed even on
Memorial Day. A few people go to
cemeteries and put flags or flowers on
graves. Those means of honoring the
dead are most often limited to family
members.
Americans have grown rather complacent about their liberty and its cost.
On one of my trips to the Marine Corps
War Memorial, I overheard a conversation between a little boy and his older brother, who was a teenager. The little boy asked, “Who were those
guys?”
His brother’s callous reply startled
me. “Who cares?”
I never knew my cousin Franklin, but
it broke my heart to know that there
are those who would not acknowledge
the sacrifice of his life and the tens of
thousands of other lives memorialized
by that great bronze statue.
As we celebrate Memorial Day, may
we appreciate the gift of liberty and
acknowledge its cost in the lives of
people we have loved. May we also be
reminded of the cost of our salvation.
May we commit ourselves anew to the
One who was raised up on a cross in
order to gain an eternal victory and
bring peace to the troubled human
heart. ★
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Rearing Godly Children
BY

hrough the years, those of us who
have the privilege of being in
ministry receive requests to speak or
write on subjects intended to be helpful in various areas of life. My requests were often related to music
ministry, since much of my education
and experience lay in that realm. Later, as I had the great joy of seminary
training and an expanded Bible
teaching ministry, other opportunities
arose. Occasionally the request
would come to address the subject of
family and, especially, of properly
training children.
This was a subject that I consistently opted out of until later in life. The
reason: My wife and I have four children, but I wanted to be certain we
were successful in our parenting before I endeavored to tell others how to
do it! Today it is our joy to have three
of those children and their families in
missions ministries and the other one,
along with her family, heavily involved
in her local church ministries. I still do
not claim to be an expert on the subject, and I must say my wife deserves
more credit than I.
Perhaps we could think through the
stages of a child’s growth and point
out some ideas. Since it was our practice to always be involved in worship
and ministry, our children were in Sunday school and services from within a
few days of their births, starting with a
stint in the church nursery! It was surely not by chance that the little boy
Samuel, serving in the temple, felt
comfortable with the priest Eli. Samuel
had been given to God by his mother
even before his birth. Children are a
gift from God; we cannot hoard them
to ourselves.
Samuel’s mother, Hannah, had obviously engrained spiritual truth in his
mind very early. We have the advantage in this because of a plethora of
Bible storybooks and others that
teach biblical principles. One of the
best bonding times for little children
and parents involves reading and
prayer at bedtime. It is best if both parents take turns handling this special
time. It also becomes a time for little
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ones to express their concerns and
fears and receive loving affirmation
from those they trust the most.
The bonds built during the early
years will create a sense of trust for
children, enabling them to continue to
confide in their parents during the elementary years. We consistently
sought times for reading, praying, and
singing with our small children. As they
entered their elementary years, all
these activities remained meaningful
to them. One result was the conversion of two of them at age four and two
of them at age three. They were therefore ready for the next years of their
lives, when other influences would become greater.
Is it possible this was when Timothy
began to awaken spiritually? Paul
wrote this to him: “I thank God, whom
I serve from my forefathers with pure
conscience, that without ceasing I
have remembrance of thee in my
prayers night and day; greatly desiring
to see thee, being mindful of thy tears,
that I may be filled with joy; when I call
to remembrance the unfeigned faith
that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy
grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee
also” (II Tim. 1:3-5).
Timothy had a rich spiritual heritage,
in spite of the fact that his father was

Greek (and therefore pagan) (Acts
16:1). His religious instruction, therefore, probably came from his mother
and grandmother exclusively. This
was not unusual in biblical days, nor is
it unusual in modern times. How many
historical figures do we know of who
were given their religious instruction
by mothers instead of fathers? That
should not be used as an excuse,
however, because the influence of fathers in the lives of children is inestimable.
Paul mentioned Timothy’s spiritual
training again when he wrote, “But
continue thou in the things which thou
hast learned and hast been assured
of, knowing of whom thou hast
learned them; and that from a child
thou hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus” (II Tim. 3:14-15). It
seems very clear that the teaching of
the Word of God to children is extremely important, and it should be
done by the parents as much as possible.
There is a cultural variable that is
threatening the family’s ability to be
consistent in church attendance. It
used to be that children’s sports were
never scheduled on church days, but
this has changed. It is a matter that

needs to be faced and handled if you
have children who want to be involved
in sports. Many face a similar situation
with work schedules. If at all possible,
keep church activities and services a
priority in your lives. If children are
taught the importance of this early,
they will likely stay true to the Lord.
I recently met with a group of senior
adults for Bible study. On one occasion, in anticipation of this article, I decided to seek their ideas on rearing
godly children. In only a few minutes, I
had a page full of ideas! Here are a few
of them: be sure to live a godly life before them; establish an open line of
communication with them so that they
always feel free to come to you and
talk; be a parent with authority, not just
a friend; and establish significant family times at mealtimes and in other activities.
Another significant idea that was
discussed was how important it is for
parents to be involved in their children’s lives. Once again, partly because of busy lives, some parents are
letting the television babysit instead of
spending quality time with the children. Even worse these days are computers and Internet access. Parents
need to stay involved, and that includes knowing the children’s friends
and those who are influencing them.
Along with all this comes the importance of teaching them how to make
decisions on their own.
There are good guidelines for child
rearing in the book of Proverbs. Perhaps a good beginning verse is “Train
up a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from
it” (22:6). We should point out that
proverbs are not the same as promises, so they are sometimes general in
nature. This means that what is stated
might not turn out exactly the same
way in every situation. However, this
verse often seems to be misread. We
should consider carefully what it actually says.
Many parents seem to read it this
way: “Train up a child in the way he
should go, and if he departs when he
gets older, he will return someday.”
However, the verse actually says that
if a child is trained properly, he will not
depart from his training. If a child departs, perhaps the wise thing to do
would be to examine whether we truly
trained him properly and, if need be, to
go to that child and confess failure and
ask for forgiveness. That way the parent takes responsibility and gives the
SPRING QUARTER 2014

child an opportunity to get right.
There is much discussion about the
exact meaning of “in the way.” Some
think it means “in the way he ought to
go.” John MacArthur wrote, “There is
only one right way, God’s way, the way
of life. That way is specified in great
detail in Proverbs. Since it is axiomatic that early training secures lifelong
habits, parents must insist upon this
way, teaching God’s Word and enforcing it with loving discipline consistently throughout the child’s upbringing”
(The MacArthur Study Bible, Nelson).
Others take it to mean “in the way of
his personality or stage in life.” Franz
Delitzsch wrote, “The instruction of
youth, the education of youth, ought to
be conformed to the nature of youth;
the matter of instruction, the manner
of instruction, ought to regulate itself
according to the stage of life, and its
peculiarities; the method ought to be
arranged according to the degree of
development which the mental and
bodily life of the youth has arrived at”
(Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on
the Old Testament, Hendrickson).
The most important thing to realize
from the verse is that parents must
spend quality time teaching the children spiritual truth and application. If
this is done consistently, the other
verses on child rearing in Proverbs will
be effective. They all deal with discipline. Proverbs 13:24 states, “He that
spareth his rod hateth his son: but he
that loveth him chasteneth him betimes.” Later we read, “Chasten thy
son while there is hope, and let not thy
soul spare for his crying” (19:18; cf.
22:15; 29:15).
Does discipline work? The answer:
“Correct thy son, and he shall give
thee rest; yea, he shall give delight
unto thy soul” (Prov. 29:17). Discipline
is not the same as merciless beating
or heartless punishment. Such treatment of children will never produce
what is described in this verse. An angry response to wrong actions will not
show genuine love to a child. Any parent with a temper problem needs to
get control of himself before he can
discipline biblically. Lack of personal
control shows a need for spiritual
growth.
It is a sad commentary on human
nature that several men in the Bible
who were servants of God did not do
well with their children. The priest Eli
had wicked sons who caused people
to abhor their sacrifices (I Sam. 2:1217, 22-25). Samuel was an effective

judge and ministered all over Israel,
but his sons too lived ungodly lives
(8:1-3). David had mixed results.
Some of his sons committed grievous
sins (II Sam. 13, 15). Solomon, on the
other hand, gave evidence of having
received some godly training (Prov.
4:1-9).
Job seems to have been a positive
example. His children gathered together regularly to eat and drink, but
the text does not seem to indicate sinful partying. Job, however, did not take
any chances. “And it was so, when the
days of their feasting were gone
about, that Job sent and sanctified
them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings according to the number of them all: for
Job said, It may be that my sons have
sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.
Thus did Job continually” (Job 1:5).
The question is often raised about
the dangers of public school education these days and whether it is best
for children to attend Christian
schools only. The arguments go both
ways. Some parents feel that keeping
children in a protected environment
will be a disadvantage later on when
they finally have to face the realities of
the world. Others believe that having a
biblical foundation in a controlled environment will better prepare them for
facing those realities. Is either of these
the real issue?
What we have seen in Scripture is
that children need to be spiritually
trained by their parents. There are examples all around us of children who
were kept in a Christian environment
during their school years but then
walked away from the Lord later on.
There are other examples of children
educated in the secular system who
stayed true to the Lord. What seems to
be especially dangerous is establishing a legalistic atmosphere from which
the children are later eager to escape.
A loving, caring atmosphere must prevail in the home.
The point is that what happens in
the home largely determines how the
child is going to live his life. We cannot
overestimate the importance of
parental involvement in children’s
lives. “Lo, children are an heritage of
the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is
his reward. As arrows are in the hand
of a mighty man; so are children of the
youth. Happy is the man that hath his
quiver full of them” (Ps. 127:3-5). Such
a parent will be devoted to teaching
his own. ★
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Gibeon: Where Water Ran Deep
and the Sun Stood Still
BY

GIBEON IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
The city of Gibeon and the Gibeonites are referenced forty-five times
in the Old Testament. This Canaanite
city and its inhabitants played an important role in certain Old Testament
events. But perhaps the Gibeonites’
most famous role was their first.
Gibeonites first appear in Scripture
during the Israelite conquest of Canaan (Josh. 9). Through crafty deception they secured a peace treaty (a
covenant of protection) with Israel. After the deception came to light, however, Joshua reduced the Gibeonites
to perpetual servitude as “hewers of
wood and drawers of water [for the
Tabernacle]” (vs. 23). Nevertheless, Israel honored its covenant commitment.
Subsequent to their treaty agreement with Joshua, the people of
Gibeon were the beneficiaries of a
great Israelite victory won on their behalf. During the course of a battle with
Gibeon’s Amorite enemies, God commanded the sun to stand still. This was
done to ensure a more thorough conquest of these Canaanite occupants
of the Promised Land (Josh. 10).
It was also at Gibeon that King
David’s men and those of Ishbosheth
(Saul’s son) engaged in an indecisive
battle of champions during Israel’s
civil war (II Sam. 2:12-17). (This is explained in more detail below.) Later, at
the beginning of his reign, King
Solomon went to Gibeon to offer a
great sacrifice to the Lord. While he
was there, in a dream Solomon made
his famous request for divine wisdom
(I Kings 3:4-15).
JAR HANDLES IDENTIFY GIBEON
Archaeological findings have firmly
identified biblical Gibeon with the settlement mound or hill (the “tell”) at the
modern village of el-Jib, located about
six miles northwest of Jerusalem. Prior to the excavation of el-Jib, there
was some disagreement among
scholars about the location of the ancient city. However, there was one important clue upon which many agreed.
12 (76)

LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.

As Michael D. Coogan explained, “In
1833, the American geographer and
Bible scholar Edward Robinson recognized that the Palestinian village of
el-Jib—located where the Bible suggests ancient Gibeon stood—preserved its name” (“10 Great Finds,”
Biblical Archaeology Review, May/
June 1995).
Archaeologist James B. Pritchard
removed all doubt about the site’s
identification when he excavated at elJib between 1956 and 1962 on behalf
of the University of Pennsylvania Museum. In the words of J. A. Thompson,
“In the course of the excavation, one
of those things happened that every
archaeologist hopes for. Inscribed materials in the form of Hebrew writing on
[thirty-one] handles [from] large jars
gave the exact name of the place as
gb‘n, that is, Gibeon” (The Bible and
Archaeology, new rev. ed., Eerdmans).
Pritchard identified the jar handles as
having come from Gibeon’s winery.
During the period of the divided

monarchy (about 900–600 B.C.), wine
production and export was a major
Gibeonite industry.
WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE!
Archaeologically, the most important excavation work done at Gibeon
involved the city’s water supply systems. And according to Benjamin
Chapman, “The water systems [at
Gibeon] were the most extensive ever
excavated in Palestine” (“Gibeon;
Gibeonites,” Blaiklock and Harrison,
eds., The New International Dictionary
of Biblical Archaeology, Zondervan).
Indeed, as Duane Garrett noted, “The
most conspicuous feature of Gibeon is
in fact its abundant water supply: one
major and seven minor springs”
(Kaiser and Garrett, eds., Archaeological Study Bible, Zondervan).
Such an abundance of water would
have marked Gibeon as premium
property in Palestine. This was so because countries bordering the eastern
Mediterranean Sea were rain-starved

during half of the year. Consequently,
the survival of any sizable city depended on tapping nearby sources of
available water. Typically, this was accomplished in one of two ways.
Coogan explained, “Often there were
springs at the bases of the hills on
which the ancient cities were built; in
other cases, cities arose on sites with
relatively high water tables, with the inhabitants sometimes devising elaborate methods to gain access from
within the city walls to these sources
of water.”
Gibeon’s waterworks included systems for both kinds of water sources,
and both systems made water accessible inside the city walls. With regard
to these walls and based on
Pritchard’s findings, Howard Vos stated, “Near the beginning of the period
[Iron Age I; 1200–1000 B.C.], a wall
about five feet thick and over a half
mile in circumference enclosed the
sixteen-acre town. During the tenth
century, another wall thirteen feet thick
was built inside the earlier one. Inside
the northeast corner of this wall was
the pool of Gibeon and access to the
alternate water system” (Archaeology
in Bible Lands, Moody).
The pool to which Vos referred is of
particular biblical significance. It is
called the “pool of Gibeon” in II Samuel 2:13. “The great waters that are in
Gibeon” in Jeremiah 41:12 can be
translated “the great pool in Gibeon.”
Chapman rightly regarded such passages as “hints that Gibeon was well
known for its water supply” (Blaiklock
and Harrison).
While this pool was at first thought
to be the clearly visible and wellknown rectangular reservoir on the excavation mound, both Pritchard and
the local el-Jib residents were destined for a big surprise. Ancient
Gibeon had not one but two completely separate water systems. One,
however, had been completely concealed, perhaps from as early as the
sixth century B.C. following the Babylonian conquest of Judah in 586. It
was during this time that the events of
Jeremiah 41 took place. Verse 12 has
the last biblical reference to “the great
waters that are in Gibeon.” That was
over 2,500 years before Pritchard’s
team turned the first spade of earth at
el-Jib.
Pritchard knew, of course, about the
II Samuel 2 events that took place at
the Pool of Gibeon. Following King
Saul’s death around 1010 B.C., David
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became king over the southern kingdom of Judah, while Ishbosheth, the
surviving son of Saul, reigned over the
northern kingdom of Israel. In the civil
war that ensued for sole rule of all Israel, the military leaders—Joab for
David and Abner for Ishbosheth—met
at the Pool of Gibeon. Twelve champions fought on behalf of each army, but
all twenty-four soldiers died together,
and nothing was settled.
FINDING THE POOL THE HARD
WAY
In 1938, Edward Robinson had already chosen what appeared to be the
obvious candidate for the famous Pool
of Gibeon. During his survey of the elJib tell, he had observed a rectangular
reservoir measuring 37 feet wide, 60
feet long, and 8 feet deep on the northeast slope. The reservoir was filled by
the overflow water of a spring at the
mound’s base. Also connected to this
spring and clearly visible was part of a
sloped stepped tunnel that ascended
upward into the mound. Later, after it
was completely excavated, the tunnel
was found to have ninety-three steps
along its 146-foot length.
James Pritchard accepted Robinson’s conclusion that the reservoir
was the biblical Pool of Gibeon. Therefore, after a careful examination of the
nearby stepped tunnel, Pritchard
chose to begin excavating on the elJib summit at the place where the tunnel’s entrance inside the city would
most likely be found. Dan P. Cole stated that the archaeologist “found the
upper entrance exactly where he expected it, directly inside a massive fortification wall” (“How Water Tunnels
Worked,” Biblical Archaeology Review, March/April 1980). But Pritchard
would make another totally unanticipated discovery.
Cole explained that what Pritchard
did not expect was “that less than ten
feet beyond the entrance to the
stepped tunnel he would encounter
the top of another water system, one
so ambitious that it would take the rest
of that first summer and all of the next
to clear. The upper portion alone
spanned some 37 feet in diameter and
extended 35 feet down. . . . [the] cylindrical shaft [had] almost vertical sides
and a relatively flat floor. One descended into the shaft by 40 steps
which spiraled down around its side.”
But this was only the top half of the
Pool of Gibeon, which may have been

constructed in two phases. Cole went
on to describe what Pritchard found
when he completely cleared the shaft
of debris: “The stairs do not end at the
floor of the shaft. The steps continue
downward for another 45 feet through
a narrow, slanted tunnel which spirals
down as if following the outline of the
broad shaft above. This slanted,
stepped tunnel reaches the water
table within the hill at step 79, 80 feet
below street level. There, a kidneyshaped water chamber had been hollowed out, about 22 feet long and 11
feet wide.”
Alfred J. Hoerth stated that to construct this eight-story deep shaft tunnel, “the original diggers removed
about three thousand tons of lime
stone [bedrock]; it took modern archaeologists some twenty-three thousand hours just to clear the debris
from the pool” (Archaeology and the
Old Testament, Baker). Cole concluded, “This second water system is now
almost universally identified as the
biblical ‘Pool of Gibeon.’”
What about the large rectangular
reservoir originally thought to be the
famous pool? Cole noted that “when
Pritchard later excavated part of the
reservoir, . . . he found that none of the
pottery sealed beneath the plaster lining pre-dated the Roman period [63
B.C. to A.D. 325], so the reservoir could
not have been a ‘pool’ from King
David’s time.”
A TRIBUTE TO ENGINEERING
PROWESS
Only a small portion of the sixteenacre site of ancient Gibeon has been excavated. Consequently, little has been
revealed of the city itself. But the impressive water systems constructed by
its hydraulic engineers and the massive
walls behind which they were protected
suggest that it was indeed a great city
during the time of Joshua and David.
Cole believed that because of the
early construction date of the Pool of
Gibeon, it may well have been the
model for other cities, like Hazor, that
also built a “shaft-to-water-table system.” In any case, as Cole noted, “The
water tunnels of ancient Israel—
whether in Jerusalem, Megiddo, Gezer, Gibeon or Hazor—are records
through which modern day tourists
may wander. They are unique archaeological remains—testimony to the
engineering prowess of the ancient inhabitants of Israel.” ★
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A Changed Man
BY

VERYONE knew he had a temper.
Ever since Deepak (not his real
name) moved into a nearby village to
work as a nurse in the hospital, the
missionaries had seen glimpses of a
fiery disposition emerge from the
easy-going manner expected in his
Asian culture.
The often stony countenance of
Deepak’s wife hinted that perhaps
those glimpses were even more frequent at home than at the hospital.
It was one of his weak traits.
A few of the missionaries chose to
focus on Deepak’s strong traits instead. Deepak had a love for learning
that many were sure was a gift. He
looked hungrily at the books stacked
on shelves in classrooms. He seemed
to absorb knowledge the way hospital
gauze soaks up fluid.
In time, Deepak joined the missionary-started Bible Institute. Each
evening, after a full day at the hospital, Deepak walked across the narrow brick road to the Institute. He
thrived on the study. He wanted to
learn more.
Soon people noticed that Deepak
and his wife, Meena, were attending
church. Hushed, surprised whispers
followed the pair as they found their
seats for the service each week.
Meena sat on the left side with the
women, and Deepak sat on the right
with the men.
A few weeks later, those surprised
people rejoiced when Deepak and
Meena announced their decision to
follow Jesus Christ as their Saviour.
Remarkable changes occurred in the
two lives. They had truly become new
creatures in Christ. Old things had
passed away. They seemed like two
different people!
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Deepak began taking every Bible Institute course available. He studied,
and he learned. He and Meena joined
other couples for a weekly class on
raising a Christian family.
One of the missionary teachers noticed the changes that were implemented in their family. Sensing that
Deepak was in training by God Himself, he was only slightly surprised
when Deepak excitedly told him he felt
God was leading him toward a ministry
of evangelism.
Eagerly, Deepak traveled on the
weekends to a nearby area, where he
preached God’s Word. He continued,
undaunted, to work throughout the
week and to preach on weekends,
even though the mediocre response
was discouraging.
As time passed, Meena noticed her
husband began returning home with
his face lacking its usual joy and his
shoulders slumped in defeat.
“I feel like such a failure,” Deepak
admitted to his wife. “I wanted so
much to make them understand. They
sat there like always, nodding and
smiling to keep me from shame. I
know my words do not reach their
hearts at all.”
This conversation was repeated in
the missionary teacher’s office the
following mor ning. Deepak and
Meena sat quietly, heads bowed. The
teacher knew they expected their
own actions to be blamed for the lack
of response.
“God does not always work in
ways we expect, my friend,” the missionary said softly. Deepak’s head
lifted to show inquiring eyes. “He
may have other plans for you than
that area.”
The missionary had noticed that

Deepak was uncomfortable speaking
before crowds but very comfortable
in one-on-one or small-group settings.
“I have known this also.” Deepak
smiled when the teacher shared his
thoughts.
Weekends soon found Deepak in a
new area—a medium-sized town that
had no resident Christian witness.
There he shared the gospel with individuals rather than crowds. At the market, tables piled high with fruits, vegetables, trinkets, and toys beckoned;
but the newest item of interest was
this quiet man who spoke to one person at a time, his voice calm and confident.
Word spread that the man with the
story of God’s Son would have a
meeting in the hotel where he stayed.
Those who were curious were welcomed. Those who had brought
questions left with answers. They
were invited to return the following
week to learn more.
But Deepak’s heart was burdened.
Once a week was not enough for
those who delighted in the knowledge
of the Saviour. They had accepted
Him; now they needed discipling.
They knew the truth. Now they needed to know how it could change every
area of their daily lives.
Within weeks, the mission hospital
had one less nurse, and Deepak’s
family had a new home.
Every day, people came to the ministry building to talk with the man who
held God’s Holy Book. Many were
saved.
Deepak’s face was radiant with joy
as he baptized the first new believers
in the water tank at the back of his
house. God was working.

And so were those new believers.
They served God with a dedicated
wholeheartedness that spoke of genuine love and lasting commitment.
One became a pastor. Others began
traveling from house to house, telling
those who would listen how to have
peace of mind and heart in Jesus
Christ.
This newfound zeal had a price,
however. Many of the local people
became angry at the Christians for
trying to change people’s religion.
One man’s wife left him, unable to
cope with the pressure. That same
man also lost his business. He was
told by angry men that if he did not
stop coming, his legs would be cut
off. Many could not get jobs—no one
would hire them. One had a roadside
shop, and everything was stolen
from it.
Yet their joy remained undeterred.
A missionary heard one man say with
a smile, “How can I not tell them?” He
faced those who threatened by declaring, “You can kill me—that would
be better, anyway. I’d go right to
heaven!”
Many saw that this different religion
was more than a religion. They
watched the courage and faith of the
men. As a result, many chose to listen
to the words of their God.
Through it all, Deepak continued to
train, to lead, and to tell others. Once
there were enough believers to form
one church congregation, Deepak
moved on and began anew.
Then the biggest trial of his life
came. He had courageously dealt with
threats and problems. But when he
and his wife were told she had permanent kidney failure, he knew he had to
rely on God in a greater way than ever
before. In three short years, Deepak’s
beautiful, beloved wife was taken
home to heaven.
During those three years, the couple could have chosen an easier,
more convenient life by moving back
to their former home. Deepak could
have resumed his job, and they could
have lived in a Christian community
again.
They chose, however, to stay where
the Lord had moved them. After
Meena’s death, Deepak continued to
serve the Lord even through his sorrow.
The church continues, a monument to faith. Its members face persecution. Many face hunger. But they
do not face these things alone. They
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often see Deepak walking toward
their houses with his own food in
hand.
“I can’t eat supper when I know
they’re out there hungry,” he states.
He gives generously of his savings and
income to help their need.
Each morning, a group faithfully
gathers for a prayer time together. This
is repeated each evening. They pray
for each other, for the unsaved, and for
those who hate them.
The little bamboo church stands on
a hill—a quiet but confident reminder
to all that truth waits to be found. It is
much like its founder, whose quiet
confidence in God led many to want to
know his Saviour.
What a beautiful testimony—a man
who was once known for his temper—
is now known for his Saviour!
A Note from the Author:
Reaching Others the Way You
Were Reached:
My grandfather was a pastor for
nearly thirty years. He was my hero,
and the thing I admired about him
most was his passion for evangelism.
Talking with people—anyone and
everyone—about the Saviour he
loved came as naturally to him as
breathing.
I remember as a teenager being in
awe when, after quadruple bypass
heart surgery, he would ask the nurses entering the room about their relationship with Jesus Christ. His easygoing manner and open friendliness
made him so approachable that people did not seem to mind his frank
questioning about their spiritual condition.
For him, it was a joy. And it was a
success. He led many to the Lord.
I wanted to be like him.
For some reason, however, God
did not make me like my grandfather. He gave me a personality more
similar to that of his wife, my grandmother. She was shy and had no
natural desire to strike up a conversation with a stranger and jump right
into asking about his or her eternal
state.
I used to feel like a failure as a believer—especially later as a missionary. Like Deepak, I had a certain idea
of what evangelizing looked like. For
me, it looked like what my grandpa
did.
One day, however, I realized a very
important truth. I like to reach out to
others with the gospel in the same way

that I would best be reached.
If I were unsaved and seeking
God, I would not be the kind of person who would enjoy conversing
with a stranger on an airplane flight
or in the line at the bank. If a stranger
started asking me personal questions about my faith, I would tend to
shrink back and not want to talk
about such things with someone I
did not know.
However, what would appeal to me
would be to find a tract, or read a
book, or find information on the Internet—in private, where I could think
through the information without distraction.
What a relief it was to realize those
are the exact ways I enjoy sharing the
gospel with others! I like to leave tracts
in random places for someone to find.
I love to write God’s truth for others to
read in their own quiet moments when
they are ready. I enjoy posting things
online that point toward the Saviour I
love.
All of us are called to evangelize,
but not all of us are given the gift of
evangelism. My grandpa had that
gift. I do not. However, that does not
mean God has not given me the responsibility or the resources to reach
others.
If you are feeling a sense of failure in
your attempts to witness, perhaps it
might help to step back and think
through this question: If you were unsaved and seeking, how would you
best be reached? The answer to that
question may be the key to how you
can best reach others.
As He did with Deepak, God may
have a thriving ministry waiting for
you, one perfectly suited to the personality and gifts He has given you
personally.
As I Peter 4:11 says, “If any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability
which God giveth: that God in all
things may be glorified through Jesus
Christ.”
There will be times when God asks
me to go against what is my nature in
order to reach someone, but most of
the time He calls me to reach others in
the way He has gifted and equipped
my nature.
He does not ask me to be my grandpa. He used my grandpa mightily, but
He will use me as well. In fact, by
equipping both of us differently, God
has seen to it that more people can be
reached. By using the ability He gave
us, we both glorify God. ★
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A Heart for the Homeless
BY

ARTNERSHIP often involves connecting those who need with
those who have. The mission of Reach
& Rescue Ministries, Inc. is to do exactly that—to match donors with recipients so that each will be blessed in
the exchange. God’s heart is pleased
when we obey His mandate to help the
poor.
I grew up in a Christian home. The
daughter of a pastor, I observed my
parents display compassion for the
less privileged. My mother worked
with the Salvation Army to find emergency shelters for displaced families. My father would deny counsel
to no one who needed him, regardless of sobriety or lack thereof. I,
however, postponed my salvation
experience until I was twenty-three
years old. But the very night I accepted Christ as my Saviour, I went
out to the parking lot of a bar and
told all the patrons I encountered
there about their need for Jesus. I
did not know it then, but God was
preparing me for a ministry of street
evangelism.
Talking to strangers about Jesus is
not as scary as it may seem. When
guided by the Holy Spirit, the results
can be quite successful. Jesus tells us
in John 4:35 that the fields are white
unto the harvest. Hearts are ready to
receive the Lord, and many will welcome a smiling face and a positive
message. One opening line I have
used is “Hello, I have some good news
for you today. Would you like to hear
some good news?” The majority will
say yes, opening the door for the
gospel message.
In witnessing, it is important to be
observant. The presence or absence
of a wedding ring can help guide the
conversation. Evidence of a certain
lifestyle or habit can also present an
opening for the gospel. I once used
a cigarette to help a man understand
how to be saved. I borrowed his
matches and held them before him.
I told him that even though he believed the matches would light the
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cigarette, they would be useful only
if he received them from me. He understood that believing in Jesus also
means receiving Him through repentance and acceptance of Him as
Lord.
Ministry to people on the street led
me to a specific focus on the homeless
population. In a desire to reach them,
I joined the Salvation Army food canteen, a large mobile unit with warm
food and drinks. Our team went out
twice a week to shelters and homeless
communities with food and the
gospel. The men and women were receptive to the words of life as we
handed them a meal.
God has a clear way of communicating our need to move and expand.
One blustery January night, a car
pulled up alongside the canteen. Inside were a father and mother, with

three young children huddled in the
backseat. They had stopped at our
feeding station to eat before finding a
place to park. They had been sleeping
in their car for several weeks. My heart
broke for those children. I did not
know where to direct them then, but I
made calls the next day. I was able to
connect the family with the Cleveland
City Mission, a Christian organization
with safe, clean shelters. My focus began to shift to homeless shelters. I
joined an outreach that visited the
shelters, bringing meals and chapel
services.
In 2007 I filled an opening as
chapel leader in the women’s center.
I now had the opportunity to teach
and preach to about eighty women.
Others joined me in our monthly—
later twice-monthly—services. We
were now able to make disciples, as

many of the women were enrolled in
six- to eighteen-month programs at
the center.
While working with the homeless
population, I have learned not to
make assumptions. We may think
that the priority of a homeless person is to find a home. It is not. The
homeless, having lost everything of
material value, cling to the one treasure they have—their dignity. Finding
an approach that preserves their
self-value is the best way to reach
the homeless, whether they reside in
a shelter or on a sidewalk grate. Jesus recognized this need as He
touched people, called them specifically, and stopped in His tracks to
help them.
Doris, who lived somewhere downtown, wandered the streets daily,
pushing her shopping cart, which contained every article she possessed.
One of our partner churches opened
an apartment for her, moved her in,
and provided the items she would
need. Doris, well into her sixties,
learned how to cook, do laundry, and
clean her home. Three weeks later, I
saw Doris back on the streets with her
shopping cart. She described her
nervousness and sense of confinement in the apartment. She said she
felt at home on the streets because
she was free to make her own decisions.
Danny, our “wild child,” was an
e i g h t e e n - y e a r- o l d w h o r a n t h e
downtown streets by day and disappeared into the night after we fed
him his dinner. His mother was a
drug-addicted prostitute, and he
lived in a “tent city,” a homeless
community under a bridge. He told
us he felt safer there than at home.
We collected clothes, which we regularly gave to him. One day we purchased a new sweater for Danny. I
customarily cut off the plastic tags.
Then a ministry volunteer said that
Danny might appreciate proof that
the sweater was new. So we lit a
match and melted the plastic tag
back together. That night as Danny
opened his gift, he burst out in excitement, “A new sweater! I never
get anything new!” Dignity is a treasure among the homeless.
“Blessed is he that considereth the
poor: the Lord will deliver him in time
of trouble” (Ps. 41:1). When ministering to the homeless, it is important to
receive from them. One day I met
Richard, a wheelchair-bound man
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with matted hair and a shaggy beard.
My friend Gale and I were street witnessing. We had scraped up enough
change from under my car seats to
pay for parking, but we were hot and
thirsty. To my horror, Gale boldly
asked Richard to give us two dollars
from his can to buy beverages with.
Richard smiled, reached into his can,
and fished out two dollar bills. We
made a friend that day. God used
Richard to bless us when we needed
a blessing.
The homeless enjoy opportunities
to help. One evening I was walking
with a fellow student to a downtown
parking lot after an evening class at
Cleveland State University. Between
us and the lot was an office building
with four men standing suspiciously
in the doorway. My friend and I grew
more apprehensive as we approached the men. Our hearts
pounding, we suddenly heard a yell
from the shadows. “Hey, Miss Beverly! Is that you?” It was Martin and his
pals, waiting for 9:30 P.M., when the
Lakeside Avenue shelter opened for
the night. I had led Martin to Jesus
several weeks before and had
watched his faith grow. Martin walked
us to our cars and watched as we
pulled out safely. God had used a
group of homeless men to protect us
and also allow me to witness to my
Hindu classmate.
There is no one description of the
homeless. I have met homeless professionals, people with bachelor’s and
master’s degrees, and even a medical
doctor addicted to his own prescriptions. Though many have prison
records, addictions, mental illnesses,
or histories of violence, by no means
are any two homeless persons alike.
The stories we hear are both alarming
and inspiring. Creative arts abilities
thrive among this group. One shelter,
Laura’s Home Women’s Crisis Center,
has organized a choir that is second to
none.
The most rewarding experience in
ministering to the homeless is to see
fruit—former recipients who join the
ministry to give back. Martha, whom
we met at a shelter service, completed a twelve-month counseling
program. She had experienced domestic violence and severe depression. Martha joined a church, finished her program, and moved into
an apartment. She remained faithful
in her discipleship program and continued to grow in the Lord. One day

Martha called me and asked to join
Reach & Rescue Ministries. She
wanted to show the women what
God can do for them. I was thrilled to
have her come as a “success story,”
but God had even more in store for
us.
One evening I saw Martha crying
and praying with a lady in the back
corner of the chapel. As I got closer,
I discovered that she was praying in
Spanish! I suddenly realized the
need for our Spanish-speaking
women to hear the gospel. God had
sent Martha to be our interpreter,
and we had not even known to ask
for one!
As our work continued in the shelters, our group discovered another
problem. The women and children
who found permanent homes usually left the shelter with only their
clothes. We heard of children sleeping on trash bags of clothing, handicapped women standing up to eat,
and whole families lying on the floor
to watch a thirteen-inch television.
To help remedy this, our ministry
started soliciting neighbors, churches, and coworkers to donate furniture and household items we would
distribute to the families.
The ministry, officially named
Reach & Rescue Ministries in 2009,
consisted of the service team
(teaching and preaching in shelters)
and the transition team (collecting
household items and helping families move into housing). Soon we
saw need for a third team. We were
losing contact with families after
they moved. Our concern was to
help them find good churches, support groups, and programs for their
children. From that need, the followup team was formed. Volunteers
commit to six months of periodic
telephone calls to former recipients.
Then, in 2011, we expanded the follow-up team to start biweekly Bible
studies throughout the city.
We currently have four Bible studies in halfway houses and low-income apartment complexes, and we
plan to open several others. Our goal
is to address the spiritual needs of
formerly homeless and needy families. God is drawing many to Himself
through the love of Jesus and is allowing us to see many people saved.
Please pray for this ministry and others that give hope to those who need
it most. ★
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People Pleasers
BY

HERE is an inherent desire in all of
us to please those over us, especially in the workplace or even at
home. It seems to get us places. But
we do have to ask ourselves as Christians whether this is right in itself or at
least question our motives in pursuing
such a goal. Little children seek to
please their parents and their teachers. As adults, we also know that there
is some reward in pleasing others. So
we too seek the affirmation that comes
from doing so.
We all have to agree that there is
nothing wrong in doing one’s best and
following the instructions of a boss or
supervisor. But as we look at the
pages of Scripture, we have to agree
that when God looks at all this, He always checks to see whether our motives are in the right place. So when we
seek to please people, we have to sincerely ask ourselves why we do what
we do. Is our heart in the right place?
We also have to ask ourselves whether
we have any ulterior motives in pleasing others.
Those who seek to please people
often are more concerned about how
the task will affect them and what
they can get out of it than they are
about pleasing God. This is an inherently selfish attitude, especially when
we are not concerned about other
people who are affected by our actions. But primarily it is important for
us to consider whether we will be
pleasing God. Jesus set us the example for this in everything that He
did on earth.

T

JESUS SOUGHT TO DO HIS
FATHER’S WILL
One way to start this discussion
would be to ask ourselves, “What
would Jesus do?” One of the first
things we notice about Jesus is that
He always sought to do the will of His
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Heavenly Father. Our Lord once stated, “And he that sent me is with me:
the Father hath not left me alone; for I
do always those things that please
him” (John 8:29). This tells us two important things. First, Jesus always
sought to obey His Father and to do
what He wanted. Second, Jesus always courted the presence of His
Heavenly Father.
When, like Jesus, we value the presence of our Heavenly Father and remember that He is with us all the time,
we will be less likely to do the wrong
thing or make the wrong choice. As
Christians, we need to have consciences that are active and in working order. This can come only with
practice. In Hebrews 5:14 we are told
to have “senses exercised to discern
both good and evil.” We are given an
edge over others by the daily practice
of that sense.
AVOID DISTRACTIONS
It is important that Christians keep
their focus on the things of God. In the
book Pilgrim’s Progress, Christian is
on his way to the Celestial City, which
John Bunyan portrayed as heaven.
However, Christian is often distracted
from the path he set out to travel. He
loses sight of his ultimate destination.
In our Christian journey, we are often
carried away with the things of this
world. If we allow this, we will quickly
lose sight of that which is truly important.
Paul reminds us to keep our Christian focus so that we may “attend upon
the Lord without distraction” (I Cor.
7:35). We always have to keep Him before us, for then we will not be so concerned about pleasing those around
us. When Jesus saw the outward show
of piety by the Pharisees, He commented, “They have their reward”
(Matt. 6:2, 5, 16). That reward was

short-lived. Instead, we want to hear
Jesus tell us, “Well done, thou good
and faithful servant” (25:21, cf. vs. 23).
As Christian believers, it is important for us to ask ourselves what
those distractions that keep us from
following our Master and pleasing
Him alone really are. This will be different for each of us. Satan customizes these distractions for those
he attempts to carry away. We have
to be alert to his wiles.
SEEK THE LORD’S APPROVAL; DO
NOT BE PEOPLE PLEASERS
Everything we do must be done in
such a manner that ultimately we secure our Lord’s approval. Paul reminded the Corinthian Christians,
“For not he that commendeth himself
is approved, but whom the Lord
commendeth” (II Cor. 10:18). Our
earthly achievements mean nothing
at the end of our lives if we do not
have a passing grade from the Master. They will just be achievements
listed in our obituaries for others to
read. They will have no permanent,
lasting value.
Growing old can really be a very
sobering experience. It helps to put
things in heavenly perspective, especially when there is less time here for
us on earth and we are reminded that
we are closer to going home. Our priorities suddenly take on a different order. It is my desire that all of us will
seek to please our Lord Jesus in the
time that is given to us and that we
might have His divine approval in all
that we do. It is our chance to turn
things around.
CALLED TO BE THE SERVANTS OF
CHRIST
Paul reminds us that when we seek
to please men, we have stopped
pleasing our Master (cf. Gal. 1:10).

Jesus Himself told us that we cannot
serve two masters (Matt. 6:24; Luke
16:13). If we try to do so, our hearts
and minds will be divided, torn between opposing loyalties. More often
than not, this can take us away from
the things of God and move us to
please people. True servants of
Christ seek to please their Master,
not the people around them. It is truly one or the other. We cannot have
both.
As Christians, we cannot have one
foot in the world and the other in the
kingdom of heaven. This is our time to
decide who we truly wish to follow. We
can have only one Master. If we follow
Jesus, we have to give up pleasing
men. We must remember that when
we make this wise choice, we will also
have to sacrifice our personal goals
and take on what our Lord has for us.
We are assured that while the journey
may be painful, we will win in the end
and please Him.
PLEASE THE MASTER IN ALL
THINGS
In his letters in the New Testament,
Paul challenges us to focus our efforts
on chasing after those things that are
Christ’s. “For all seek their own, not
the things which are Jesus Christ’s”
(Phil. 2:21). Bob Pierce once said, “Let
my heart be broken by the things that
break the heart of God.” This penetrating statement helps us put things
in the right and godly perspective. We
are to be on God’s side and to please
Him, not worry about what people
around us will think.
In Colossians 3:22, Paul reminds us
that we are not to be as those who
serve with “eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart,
fearing God.” Notice how we are
called to undivided attention to Jesus;
everything else pales in focus for us.
When we seek to please our Lord Jesus, our lives will be as a sweetsmelling “sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God” (Phil. 4:18).
When we mind “earthly things” (Phil.
3:19), such as pleasing people instead
of pleasing God, Paul reminds us that
we have become “enemies of the
cross of Christ” (vs. 18). When obeying our human masters, we are always
to “obey God rather than men” (Acts
5:29). Our allegiance to our Lord always comes first. We cannot go wrong
when we are seeking to please
Him. ★
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What’s in a Word?
Peculiar
BY

DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

HEN I was young, it was not uncommon to hear someone refer
to one who displayed odd or strange
characteristics as “peculiar.” It meant
that person was a bit different from
most others, that his behavior was not
always what might be expected and
could be considered eccentric. The
word does not seem to be used that
way as much today, but it remains one
of several definitions in the English
dictionary.
Whether they use the word or not,
some outside the faith surely think of
Christians as peculiar. This should not
be surprising since outsiders lack an
understanding of the new birth.
At the time of the translation of the
King James Bible (A.D. 1611), “peculiar” did not mean “odd” or “strange.”
It is to an older usage of the word that
we now turn.
The word “peculiar” (periousios or
peripoiēsis) is found in Scripture in
noun, adjective, and verb form. It appears in both the Septuagint (Greek
translation of the Hebrew Old Testament) and the New Testament. In its
noun form, it refers to a possession,
something that has been acquired for
oneself. The verb form speaks to the
acquiring of that object, and the adjective signifies the object is special.
The first time we encounter the word
in the Bible is in Exodus 19:5, where
God, through Moses, called Israel,
newly delivered from slavery in Egypt,
His “peculiar treasure.” Note that in
the next verse He also called them “a
kingdom of priests” and “an holy nation.” This should be compared with
what we find in I Peter 2:9, where Peter told his readers they were God’s
“peculiar people” and picked up
themes from Exodus 19:6 in adding
that they were “a chosen generation,”
“a royal priesthood,” and “an holy nation.”
Looking more closely at the preceding verses in I Peter, one finds they
were “elect” (1:2), “redeemed” (vs. 18),
and “born again” (vs. 23). As such,
they were to consider themselves “a
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chosen generation,” a “royal priesthood,” “an holy nation,” and a “peculiar people” (2:9). That being the situation, they were to worship and praise
God, who had called them “out of
darkness into his marvellous light.” It
is easy to see that the terms applied to
Israel in the Old Testament are here
applied to the church—believing Jews
and Gentiles.
As we move on, we find that Paul
used the term in Titus 2:14, where he
wrote that those redeemed and purified from sin by Christ might be “a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”
Other references where the word is
translated “peculiar” include Deuteronomy 14:2 and 26:18 (“peculiar people”), and Psalm 135:4 and Ecclesiastes 2:8 (“peculiar treasure”). The
treasure the psalmist referenced was
Israel, while the Ecclesiastes reference is to objects that Solomon acquired for himself.
So what have we discovered? For
the most part, the term “peculiar” is
used for God’s people—a people chosen and redeemed to be a special possession of God and to live purified
lives extolling His praise. They are His
special treasure.
What does all this mean for us today? First, since Christians are those
acquired by God by His own blood
and considered a treasure, we should
have a sense of worth. Second, it also
should give us a great amount of joy to
know we are loved with an everlasting
love. Third, it should give us the impetus to live godly lives. We are to be in
the world but not of the world. So what
if the world thinks of us as odd? In our
pre-Christian days, we probably
thought of some Christians in much
the same way.
Finally, we should fill our days with
plenty of good works. A changed life
marked by good works is an excellent witness for the power of God. If
there are those who look at us as different, it is because we are. We are
“peculiar” in the biblical sense of the
word. ★
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Sermon

The Highest Mountain
BY

HOSE who believe that God gave
the Bible by divine inspiration
readily accept that it stands as the
greatest book ever penned. Other
books have made self-proclamations
of their inestimable value, but the tests
of time have authenticated the biblical
claim.
Manuscript evidence alone supports the authenticity of Scripture.
Changed lives, worldwide acceptance and influence, fulfillment of
prophecy, and the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ substantiate
the claim.
No other book successfully asserts such enormous, life-changing
value. It is useful for doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in
righteousness (II Tim. 3:16). The
Holy Spirit moved human authors to
write, while their own personalities,
backgrounds, and literary styles remained intact. At the same time,
God’s superintending inspiration extended to the very words He intended them to write. Second Peter 1:21
makes this claim: “Holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.”
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AN INTERESTING QUESTION
Growing Christians read the Bible
often. Many read the entire Bible
each year. This challenge seems
daunting to others. The Levitical
laws, historical minutiae, and genealogies give them difficulty. It may
be a good idea to add variety to a
reading schedule.
One interesting approach would be
to make a list of the great chapters of
the Bible. Friends could hold each
other accountable for reading the
chapters on a regular basis. We would
include the love and faith chapters.
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We should read the Sermon on the
Mount, the Ten Commandments, the
upper room discourse, and about the
return of Christ. Psalm 23, John 3,
Ephesians 4, Isaiah 53, and Romans 8
would surely make most people’s
lists.
THE GREATEST CHAPTER
I like to think about the greatest
chapter of the Bible. I know that each
person could have his or her own opinion about what this should be, but I
would vote for Romans 8.
In his preface to a commentary on
Romans, Martin Luther stated, “This
letter is truly the most important piece
in the New Testament. It is purest
Gospel. It is well worth a Christian’s
while not only to memorize it word for
word but also to occupy himself with it
daily, as though it were the daily bread
of the soul.”
He went on to say, “It is impossible
to read or to meditate on this letter too
much or too well. The more one deals
with it, the more precious it becomes
and the better it tastes.”
The Bible reaches heights of
grandeur and glory. It rises above all
other books ever written. Among the
great heights of Scripture, Romans
looms even higher. The highest peak
of all has to be Romans 8. When one
ascends to the high places of the
Word of God, one can go no higher
than this amazing pinnacle of God’s
Holy Word.
California possesses a marvelous
mountain range called the Sierra Nevada. I have enjoyed several trips into
the high places of these granite peaks.
Surrounded by several 14,000-foot
peaks stands the highest, Mount
Whitney. At close to 14,500 feet above
sea level, one senses an incomparable

feeling of awe and accomplishment
arriving at the summit.
The last couple of times we summited Mount Whitney, we read Romans 8 aloud as a group. The overwhelming sense of strength,
exultation, joy, and peace communicated in the Bible fits this highest
mountain perfectly.
ENJOY THE HIGH PLACES
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). We have arrived. Our
sense of accomplishment is complete.
There are no higher ascents to climb. I
like to shout with the Apostle Paul, “I
thank God through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (7:25).
For many years I have read, studied, and taught Romans 8. Yet I have
been unhappy with my understanding of the passage. There is an element of mystery—a proliferation of
words set together in a jumble of
monolithic statements—that puzzles
me. The top of Mount Whitney looks
just like that. It has no pinnacle
but looks like a stack of huge boulders spread out over a gently slopping summit the size of a football
field.
As a person reads the chapter, he
sees the grand statements that relate
to Christ, the believer’s relationship
with God the Father, the Holy Spirit’s
power in our lives, God’s eternal purpose, and the believer’s assurance of
salvation.
However, I have to ask, “What is
the unifying theme?” Many would
say the work of the Holy Spirit gives
the believer the strength to live the
Christian life the way it ought to be
lived. The chapter does say much
about the Spirit, but it also speaks of

God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord.
Placed in the context of salvation
through Christ Jesus by the grace of
God in the power of the Holy Spirit,
Romans 8:23-24 indicates that personal salvation has a future tense as
well as a past and a present one. In
other words, we have been saved,
we are being saved, and we will be
saved. “The just shall live by faith”
(1:17).
A double meaning shows that first
we are saved, or justified by faith. A
second meaning indicates that a believer lives the Christian life by faith.
“Therefore being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ: by whom also we
have access by faith into this grace
wherein we stand” (Rom. 5:1-2).
Faith for salvation and faith as a
Christian way of life are introduced in
chapter 5.
“The love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is
given unto us” (Rom. 5:5). The first
mention of the Holy Spirit’s work in our
salvation also occurs in chapter 5.
Paul expanded these discussions in
chapter 8.
First, as believers justified by faith,
we live the Christian life by faith. Second, the Holy Spirit is the Agent given
to us by God to empower our relationship with Him.
“According to his mercy he saved
us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost; which
he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; that being justified by his grace, we should be made
heirs according to the hope of eternal
life” (Titus 3:5-7).
The Holy Spirit is mentioned more in
Romans 8 than in any other passage
of the New Testament. This high concentration leads many people to believe that the Holy Spirit is the main
emphasis of the chapter.
An interesting observation is that
Christ Jesus our Lord is mentioned
more than the Holy Spirit. Jesus,
speaking of the Holy Spirit, promised in the upper room discourse,
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth,
is come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear,
that shall he speak: and he will shew
you things to come. He shall glorify
me: for he shall receive of mine, and
shall shew it unto you. All things that
the Father hath are mine: therefore
SPRING QUARTER 2014

said I, that he shall take of mine, and
shall shew it unto you” (John 16:1315).
Christ provides safety, salvation,
and vitality. Those in Him are not
condemned (Rom. 8:1). The law of
the Spirit is “life in Christ Jesus” (vs.
2). God sent His Son in the flesh to
overcome the weakness of the flesh
(vs. 3). Those who receive Christ
walk according to the Spirit (vs. 1).
They live by the Spirit (vs. 5) and are
spiritually minded (vs. 6). The unsaved walk and live according to the
flesh. They are carnally minded and
spiritually dead.
The final thought of the first section of Romans 8 reminds us, “But ye
are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit,
if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in
you. Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” (vs.
9).
The Christian enjoys a safe place in
Christ and double protection; Christ
is in the believer (Rom. 8:10). No one
could imagine a loftier location for
the believer to be—unscathed and
separated from the weakness of the
flesh in this sin-cursed world. The
rare atmosphere of such heights
causes the enlightened mind to leap
for joy.
Paul’s logical thinking clambers
onto a broad expanse of massive
monuments as he approaches the
pinnacle. Verse 12 introduces the
second part of Romans 8. For the
second time Paul used “therefore.” If
the first focused on the position of
the believer in Christ, the second
challenges us to go the distance in
Christian living. “Therefore, brethren,
we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live after the flesh.” How should we
live? We should live a life of faith by
the Spirit.
Christ is the one who left the glory of
heaven to take upon Himself our sin.
As forgiven children of God, we grow
in our relationship with the One who
loves us with His loyal, never-failing
love.
Eleven times in Romans 8:13-29,
Paul used the connecting word “for.”
Often used as a coordinating conjunction, it expresses reasons for living the Christian life in the power of
the Spirit.
Just as we came to Christ by the
Spirit, so too we live by the Spirit. The
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus
replaces the old law of sin and death.
By faith we mortify, or put to death,

the deeds of the flesh (Rom. 8:13).
The Spirit leads; we cannot see Him.
But by faith, the sons of God follow
(vs. 14). As children of God, we enter
into a new relationship with Him. We
are adopted into a very special family (vs. 15). Even suffering does not
stop us from reaching the high places
(vs. 18). Hope, often synonymous
with faith, overcomes the bondage of
corruption (vss. 19-24). It looks beyond the steepest switchbacks.
When many turn back, Spirit-led people of faith keep climbing. We must
walk by faith, not by sight (II Cor. 5:7).
Hope presses toward the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus
(Phil. 3:14).
Forester Pass on the Pacific Crest
Trail ascends to over 13,150 feet. For
the first time in my hiking experience,
my lungs wheezed, “You cannot make
it.” A friend lifted the pack off my back
and carried it for me. With his help, I
achieved the goal. In a similar manner,
the ever-present Holy Spirit takes our
prayers to the throne of God, for we
cannot.
THE HIGHEST PLACE
God’s great faithfulness reaches
even higher places in Romans 8:2830. Our greatest goal attained, we look
like Jesus—conformed to His image.
Five big words—“foreknown,” “predestined,” “called,” “justified,” and
“glorified”—express God’s purpose
for every believer. Those He called will
be glorified.
The application of Romans 8:28—
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according
to his purpose”—depends on our love
for God, which we can only receive by
faith through the power of the Holy
Spirit.
When hikers reach the summit of
Mount Whitney, they automatically
move to the highest boulder. With its
seven questions, the summit of Romans 8 does the same thing to the student of Scripture. God is for us (vs. 31).
He freely gives us all things (vs. 32).
God justifies (vs. 33). Christ makes intercession (vs. 34). Nothing can separate us from His love (vss. 35-39).
We are conquerors. The summit has
been attained. Standing on that high
place, we can only fall on our knees
and bow before the One who loved us
so much that He gave His life in order
that we might live. ★
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Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed
Paul’s Pastoral Prayer
BY

e usually think of the Apostle
Paul as a missionary and churchplanter, and he certainly was. However,
at his core, he was a pastor. He was a
missionary with a pastor’s heart. After
he planted a church and then moved on
to plant other churches, he did not forget about the new believers. He continued to be concerned about the believers in the churches he had planted and
to maintain contact with them.
One way Paul did this was by sending letters to the churches he had
planted. His letters in the New Testament are the best way we have of
knowing about both the triumphs and
the troubles in those early churches.
Paul planted the church at Thessalonica on his second missionary journey. After being diverted by the Holy
Spirit from his original plan, Paul had a
vision of a man of Macedonia saying,
“Come over into Macedonia, and help
us” (Acts 16:9). In response to the
Macedonian call, Paul and his companions crossed the Aegean Sea and
took the gospel into Europe.
Paul began the first church of this
new venture at Philippi. After the missionaries were asked to leave Philippi,
they traveled to Thessalonica. The description of the founding of the church
there is given in Acts 17:1-10. From
the description, we can see that persecution was involved in the beginning
of this church.
Sometime after Paul and Silas and
Timothy were chased out of Thessalonica, Paul sent Timothy back. Paul was
concerned about the new believers and
wanted to know how they were doing.
Timothy spent some time in the
church at Thessalonica and then reported back to Paul. By the time Timothy rejoined him, the apostle had moved on
from Athens to Corinth. Timothy’s report
was the immediate cause for the first letter that Paul wrote to the Thessalonians.
It is generally believed that this was
Paul’s first letter—at least, the first letter
we have preserved in the New Testament. It was written about A.D. 51.
For the most part, Timothy’s report
was positive and encouraging. It in-
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spired Paul to give thanks for the
Thessalonian believers and for what
God was doing in the church there.
However, Timothy did report on
some problems in the church. Since
we do not have his report, we can only
infer what those problems were from
what Paul wrote in his letter.
Since I Thessalonians is our earliest
record of a Christian community, it gives
us a unique insight into the first-century
church. Paul rejoiced over the good report he had heard from Timothy, but at
the same time he showed genuine concern for the new believers’ problems.
We can see Paul’s pastoral heart in
his statement that he was praying for
the Thessalonian believers “night and
day” (I Thess. 3:10). Was this an exaggeration? Was Paul using hyperbole?
Paul certainly did not spend twentyfour hours each day verbalizing
prayers for the Thessalonians. So
what did he mean? Later in this same
letter (5:17), Paul urged the Thessalonians, “Pray without ceasing.” This
means to pray continually. In practical
terms, it means that prayer flowed
from Paul’s heart as naturally as conversation flowed from his lips.
Often we verbalize our prayers into
words and sentences. However, prayer
involves much more than the words we
say. We need to maintain a continual attitude of prayer. The Spirit helps us in
this “with groanings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). That is what Paul
meant. The new believers in the church
at Thessalonica were continually in the
apostle’s thoughts and prayers.
Paul offered a pastoral prayer for the
Thessalonian believers in I Thessalonians 3:11-13. It affirmed the lordship of Jesus Christ and His oneness
with God the Father. The prayer affirmed that God is in control.
Where do you go if you want something done? You go to the person in
charge, the person who has the authority to get things done. That is why Paul
went to God in prayer. God is in control.
There are three specific petitions in
Paul’s prayer for the Thessalonian believers.

First, Paul prayed that God would
make it possible for him to visit the
new believers in person. Previously, he
had said that Satan was preventing
him from making a return visit to Thessalonica (I Thess. 2:18). Now he
prayed that God would clear the way
for him to make that visit.
Paul had a personal reason for wanting to see the Thessalonians again. He
loved them and desired to spend time
with them. However, he also had a pastoral reason: “That we might . . . perfect
that which is lacking in your faith”
(I Thess. 3:10). The Thessalonian believers had started out on their Christian
journey, but they still had a long way to
go. They were at the right level for their
spiritual age, which caused Paul to rejoice. However, as spiritual infants, they
still had a lot to learn. Paul recognized
that he still had much to teach them.
This is one reason he was so eager to
visit them again.
Paul’s second petition was for the
Thessalonians themselves. He prayed
that their love would increase. He also
prayed that their love for each other
and for others would overflow.
Paul’s third petition was that the
Thessalonians would be strengthened
in their faith. There was a twofold purpose for this strengthening.
Paul prayed that the Thessalonians
would be “unblameable” (I Thess. 3:13).
This means “blameless” or “above reproach.” Paul was not praying that
these new believers would be faultless
or sinless but that when they stood before God at the judgment, the Judge
would not find reason to point a finger
at them and accuse them of improper
conduct or behavior. In other words, he
was praying that Christ would continually cleanse them of sin.
Paul also prayed that the Thessalonians would live holy lives. He desired that
they would choose to separate from sin
and all that is sinful. As their pastor, Paul
prayed that the Thessalonians would
live lives of separation from sin and devotion to Christ so that they would have
confidence when they stood in the presence of God the righteous Judge. ★

The Life and Times of Jesus
You Do Not Know the Scriptures
BY

E know not the scriptures, neither
the power of God” (Mark 12:24).
Just by itself, this is an incredible
charge. Imagine telling people they do
not really know God’s power or His
Word. Now imagine that Jesus was
saying this. There is still more. Not only
was this caustic charge made by Jesus; His target was the religious leadership of His day.
The main opponents of the Sadducees were the Pharisees. Both
groups were very zealous for the law.
The Sadducees were much more restrictive when it came to what constituted the law. They held only to the five
books of Moses, while the Pharisees
felt that all the oral interpretations of the
law were also valid. Jesus’ discussion
with the Sadducees would emphasize
those things that they held dear.
Jesus’ charge was part of the bigger
discussion that He was engaged in
with all the leadership of Israel. It was
Tuesday of the Passion Week. The
Cross was looming close ahead.
When we open to Mark 12, we find
Jesus in the temple courts, locked in
debate with the religious and political
leadership of Israel. One group and
then another tried to trap Him with
questions designed to either make
Him look foolish or compromise His
favor with the crowds.
The Sadducees had followed the
Pharisees, who had tried to catch Jesus on a question about paying taxes.
According to church historian Luke,
“The Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection, neither angel” (Acts
23:8). Mark also tells us they did not
believe in a resurrection (12:18). They
had a well-framed question designed
to show that the idea of any existence
beyond life was totally ridiculous.
The Sadducees worked their question around the idea of levirate marriage.
This practice was rooted in the Old Testament (Deut. 25:7-10), but the word is
actually Latin for “brother-in-law.”
If a man were to die without a child,
it would be his brother’s responsibility
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to marry his widow and raise up a descendant for the dead brother. The
first child born of this new union would
become the legal heir of the dead
brother.
With that as a background, the Sadducees (who did not believe in existence beyond the grave) raised a hypothetical question. A woman was
married to seven different brothers in
succession. Finally, she died. Goldberg has helped us understand how
their question was aimed at both Jesus and the Pharisees, with whom
they had their differences. “The Sadducee belief was that Levirate marriage was granted only in cases with
betrothed wife and not to the one who
had actually been married . . . In their
question they believed that the
woman was only married to the seventh husband. The Pharisees didn’t
have this restriction, and, thus, the
Sadducees wanted to ridicule the
Pharisees where one woman could
have seven husbands, as well as the
dogma concerning the resurrection”
(Pfeiffer, Vos, and Rea, eds., Wycliffe
Bible Dictionary, Hendrickson).
Now here is the question: “In the
resurrection therefore, when they (the
seven brothers) shall rise, whose wife
shall she be of them? for the seven
had her to wife” (Mark 12:23). This
question was designed to show that
the very idea of a future resurrection
contained impossible contradictions.
Jesus told them point-blank they were
in error. They knew neither God’s power nor God’s Scripture (vs. 24).
First, they did not know God’s power.
They made the mistake of thinking of
heaven in terms of earth. The afterlife is
not just a continuation of this life; it is not
just a restoration of life as we know it. It
is entrance into a new and different life.
The Sadducees did not believe in
life beyond death. They also did not
believe in the idea of angels. So Jesus
brought the angels into His answer as
well. People in the resurrection will be
like angels; they will not marry. Mar-

riage and reproduction will no longer
be necessary because people will not
die and therefore will not need to be
replaced. Jesus did not explain this
idea any further. What we do know is
that God will transform all relationships as we know them.
Second, they did not know the Scriptures. Jesus went to the only part of the
Old Testament that the Sadducees accepted—the five books of Moses
(Torah). Although they claimed to be experts in the Mosaic Scripture, they did
not realize that Moses had taught the
idea of life beyond the grave.
If death were truly obliteration, in the
bush experience (cf. Exod. 3:6) God
would have said that He was the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. After all,
they had been dead for hundreds of
years by the time God appeared in the
bush. No—God said, “I am the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob” (Mark 12:26). Jesus’ entire argument hinged on the tense of the
verb. These patriarchs, though long
dead, were alive at the time of Moses.
Moses had taught that there was life after death. Since there is life after death,
this is sufficient to prove that the resurrection will happen.
The Bible was written more for life
here on earth and not life in heaven. It
is not surprising, then, that it has less
to say about heaven. However, there
are occasions when the reader is given a glimpse of what life will be like on
the other side. This passage is an example of that, for it is possible to understand several very key implications about what life in eter nity
(heaven) will be like.
In his reference that God is the God
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Jesus
was very clear that there is existence
beyond the grave. Just what that life
will be like is hard to tell, but we do
know that it will be very different from
life here on earth. Life with God for eternity will be life on an entirely new dimension. Jesus laid to rest any idea
that life here on earth is all there is. ★
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Meditations in Psalms
Beating Insomnia Without Medication
BY

ELEVISION commercials often
push new drugs that promise the
ability to get a good night’s sleep. Research studies are also confirming that
a good night’s sleep is essential for
overall health.
Sometimes the cause for sleeplessness is physical, and thus a physical
remedy must be procured. More often
than not, however, people cannot
sleep because they cannot get a vexing problem out of their minds.
In Psalm 107:27 the writer referred
to problems so overwhelming that
they bring people to their “wit’s end.”
They are so complicated that they defy
solution and quickly result in insomnia.
Psalm 3 is a key passage, for it assures us that when crisis strikes, we
can sleep through it, as Peter did (Acts
12:1-6). In Psalm 3 we can discern five
important aids to a good night’s sleep
during crisis.
First, we need to identify with others.
In Psalm 3:1-2, David wrote about
many foes who had risen up against
him. Many were predicting his doom,
thinking God had abandoned him. The
historical setting of this psalm was
probably the night David’s own son Absalom rose up against him and drove
him from Jerusalem (see inscription).
We need to find comfort in knowing
that David, a champion for God, also
faced problems that drove him to his
wit’s end. God’s people have often
faced nerve-racking problems.
Second, we need to settle down in
God. The old Welsh preacher Selwyn
Hughes used to speak of “settling
down in God” (Every Day With Jesus,
B & H Publishing). He used that expression to refer to viewing problems
from the perspective of the infinite
greatness of the Lord. Nothing is impossible with God! Once we see things
in the right perspective, we have “settled down in God.” This is what David
said in Psalm 3:3. He affirmed that God
was his shield of protection.
He also spoke of God as his glory—
the source of the glory of his kingship.
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Surely if God had given him his throne,
no one was going to take it away—especially Absalom, whom God had not
chosen to succeed David!
Finally, David recognized God as the
lifter of his head. He was the God who
always lifted his cast down head with
timely encouragement. By reminding
himself of God’s powerful position in his
life, David was “settling down in God.”
The lesson for us is this. When in crisis, settle down in God before you settle down for the night! It will help you
beat insomnia without medication.
Third, we need to cry out to God. In
Psalm 3:4, David acknowledged that as
he fled Jerusalem, he had desperately
cried out to God to preserve his life. God
hearkened to his cry, and David survived the worst night of his life.
Often we lack the peace of mind
needed to sleep in a time of crisis because we fail to seek the Lord’s help in
prayer. Instead of fretting or planning
what we are going to do, we should be
asking God to help us. Pray first; then
plan! Victory comes through plans,
which unfold in answers to prayer.
Peace actually comes before victory
as we let our requests be known to
God and God gives us the peace that
passes all understanding (Phil. 4:6-7).
Fourth, we need to sleep by faith. In
Psalm 3:5 David wrote, “I laid me down
and slept.” Remember—this was the
worst night of his life. It was an ideal
night for insomnia, but David slept and
did not awaken until the next morning.
David made a decision to sleep. He
made the decision by faith. In faith he
put his trust in the Lord to sustain him
throughout the night. Instead of worrying, David decided to sleep in God’s
care. And God honored his simple faith.
While David slept, God worked
overtime to protect him. God defeated the wise counsel of Ahithophel for
David’s sake and caused Absalom to
embrace the inferior counsel of
Hushai. Had Absalom chosen to follow the counsel of Ahithophel, David
could have been captured and killed

that night (II Sam. 17:1-23).
Just as David counted on God to be
his invincible shield in crises, so we
need to count on God to be our shield
during times of crisis. We may be at our
wit’s end, but God is not. He can and will
sustain us through the darkest night.
Sometimes a visual aid helps people
entrust their problems into the Lord’s
hands. For example, write down your
problem in detail on an index card. Circle it in red. Red represents danger and
alarm. Describe all of the things that
concern you about the problem. Then,
in an act of trust, place it in your Bible,
which represents God’s hands. Instead
of worrying tonight, entrust the danger
to God, and decide to sleep. God will
work for you in the night, just as He did
for David.
Fifth, we need to be bold. In our time
of trouble, we need to follow David’s
example and dare to be bold.
In Psalm 3:6, David proclaimed, “I
will not be afraid of ten thousands of
people, that have set themselves
against me round about.” How could
anyone in David’s life-threatening situation make such an outrageous statement? It was not merely that David exercised courage but that he exercised
it in such a dire situation. That must
have infuriated the devil! Such boldness might remind us of an American
soldier wading to shore on D-day, in
the face of a hail of bullets, shouting,
“I’m not afraid!”
David’s outrageous courage was
based on God’s faithful protection in
the past (Ps. 3:7) and on his confidence in God’s intent to bless His
faithful people (vs. 8). Commenting on
the words “Thy blessing is upon thy
people,” Charles Spurgeon wrote,
“Neither upon Egypt, nor upon Tyre,
nor upon Nineveh; thy blessing is upon
thy chosen, thy blood-bought, thine
everlastingly-beloved people” (The
Treasury of David, Zondervan).
If you take these simple steps, you
will beat insomnia and sleep through
the night—to God’s glory! ★

Bible Bookmark
Was Paul Inconsistent?
BY

ROBERT E. WENGER

Q. For the sake of Christian liberty,
Paul forbade Titus to be circumcised.
Yet he had Timothy circumcised. Was
he being inconsistent?
A. This is a valid question, but Paul
had logical reasons for his decision in
both cases. We know that he never
required Gentile converts to be circumcised and that he steadfastly opposed the Jews who insisted that circumcision was necessary for
salvation (Acts 15:1-2). He heartily
endorsed the statement of Christian
liberty issued by the Jerusalem
Council for the benefit of Gentile believers (vss. 22-31).
The incident in which Paul refused
to have Titus circumcised is recorded
in Galatians 2:1-5. It occurred early in
his ministry to the Gentiles, either at
or before the Jerusalem Council already mentioned. The issue being
raised was whether circumcision was
a requirement for Gentiles’ salvation,
and on this issue Paul absolutely refused to compromise. To add any
meritorious work to God’s gracious
gift in Christ was to turn the gospel

Rain and Sunshine
If outside the rain is pouring
And the wind is blowing, too,
Just make sure the sun is shining
Out from down inside of you.
Clouds and rain up in the heavens
Need not make us blue and sad,
For when Jesus lives within us,
His own sunshine keeps us glad.
So if clouds or sun or shower
Fall upon us from above,
We can know the heavenly Father
Is but beaming out His love. ★
—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.
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into just another human religion (2:21;
5:2-4).
God had given Paul insight into a
question of crucial importance: How
can sinful human beings gain the favor
of a holy God? All religions except the
Christian faith hold that He can be appeased by various rituals or good
deeds, which accumulate merit. But
the gospel of Jesus Christ proclaims
all such efforts to be futile. It promises
God’s favor only to those who trust Jesus, the One who died to remove their
sins and give them His righteousness.
Paul saw that these two religious approaches were contradictory and
could not be mixed.
Why, then, did Paul insist that Timothy be circumcised? According to
Acts 16:1-3, he saw Timothy’s potential and wished to have him as an assistant. But he first circumcised him
“because of the Jews which were in
those quarters: for they knew all that
his father was a Greek.”
This situation was different from that
of Titus. For one thing, Timothy was
not a Gentile. He had a Gentile father,

but he had been brought up by a Jewish mother and grandmother (cf. II Tim.
1:5; 3:15). It is likely that his father had
died some years earlier. Because of
his Jewish mother, the Jewish community would look upon Timothy as a
Jew, but his status would have been
suspect with them because he had
never been circumcised.
This would have made no difference
in the Christian community, but since
Paul wished to use him in public ministry, he considered circumcision important. Paul’s ministry usually took
him to the local synagogue first. To
have Timothy, an uncircumcised Jew,
assist him there would have deeply offended the Jews and ruined his ministry. So, for the sake of testimony, he
had Timothy conform to Jewish cultural standards.
In the case of Titus, the issue was
theological and spiritual: Are we saved
by grace or by works? Paul would not
compromise. But in Timothy’s case
the issue was cultural: How could his
ministry among the Jews be enhanced? Paul’s decision to circumcise
Timothy conformed to the cultural
principle he stated elsewhere: “Yet
have I made myself servant unto all,
that I might gain the more” (I Cor. 9:19).
In this case, he became “as a Jew” (vs.
20) and as one “under the law” in order to win them to Christ.
If this kind of cultural compromise
bothers us, let us remember that for
Paul, becoming “all things to all men”
(I Cor. 9:22) did not entail compromising his gospel message or his
moral principles. He compromised
nonessentials (which circumcision
was, according to Galatians 6:15) so
that the essentials might have their
greatest impact. This is what missionaries still do to remove obstacles
to cross-cultural communication of
the gospel.
This should be a reminder for us not
to judge too quickly on the basis of external appearances. What may appear
to be an inconsistency in a fellow believer may instead be obedience to a
higher principle. On occasion, motives
can be more important than the actions we see. ★
If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).
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Testimonies of Faith
Dr. Jimmy DeYoung:
A Passion to Proclaim the Word
BY

Dr. Jimmy DeYoung

R. JIMMY DEYOUNG is not shy
about sharing his two major passions in serving the Lord—teaching
the Word and finding new ways to
communicate it to a changing world in
these last days of the church age.
DeYoung’s name, as well as his
trademark white beard and safari vest,
are doubtless familiar to viewers of the
television program Day of Discovery
from RBC Ministries. DeYoung served
as cohost of that program, alongside
Mart DeHaan, from 1992 to 2010.
DeHaan first asked DeYoung to join
the program, which was recorded on
location in the Middle East, because of
his interest in Bible prophecy and familiarity with Bible lands.
“God has a special program for the
Jewish people,” said DeYoung, who
came to trust in Christ at age eleven.
“We would deal with all aspects of the
Jewish history and Jewish culture. We
interacted with the Jewish people. We
went to a Jewish wedding; we went to
seders to show 4,000 years of history.
We went to basically every site you
could go to in those countries.
“We interacted with all the politicos,” he continued, sharing how he
has spoken with most significant
leaders in Israel and the Middle East.
DeYoung said the purpose of the programs was to show how history and
culture relate to Bible prophecy.
In addition to being in front of the camera, DeYoung also did much work behind the scenes, selecting sites for the
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programs and setting up interviews.
His work on Day of Discovery led to
many other opportunities as well.
“This opened up the field for us
to be invited to lots of churches
and institutions,” DeYoung said.
“We travel basically all the time.”
DeYoung said that he travels to
speak at churches, schools (Christian and public), and colleges
about 340 days per year. He has
been all around America and in ten
foreign countries in the past years,
including time in Europe, the Middle East, and South America.
But Day of Discovery has not been
DeYoung’s only venture into ministry on
television. “We do a number of television
programs,” he said. He has given interviews for many assorted programs.
For several years, DeYoung has been
a regular guest on The John Ankerberg
Show. His role has been to comment on
developments in Israel and the Middle
East in light of Bible prophecy.
DeYoung also fills that role on
Worldview Weekend Radio, where
host Brannon Howse interviews him
weekly about current events in both
the United States and the Middle East.
TECHNOLOGY AND TRUTH
DeYoung’s own ministry is Shofar
Communications, Inc. (www.shofar
.com). It reaches the public under the
name Prophecy Today (www.proph
ecytoday.com), which is the basis for
the names of his radio programs and
online radio network.
“We started a radio broadcast in 1999
called Prophecy Today,” he said. “That
started all of our radio broadcasting.
“We have eight different radio broadcasts,” he explained. They include daily
programs of one, five, and fifteen minutes; weekly programs of fifteen minutes, a half hour, an hour, and an hour
and a half; and a new program called
Prophecy Today Intelligence Briefing. Altogether, the programs are heard on a
total of 1,800 radio outlets.
DeYoung also runs a Web radio net-

work from www.prophecytoday.com.
This is something he believes to be
very important as he looks toward the
future of broadcasting.
“We think that’s the cutting edge,”
DeYoung said. “We feel like Internet
radio stations will become the wave of
the future. We think Internet radio may
replace AM radio and possibly FM. We
want to get on the cutting edge.
“We wanted to see how it would
run,” he said. “We’re getting ready to
really crank it up.”
The network runs all eight programs
that Prophecy Today produces, replaying them throughout the week
along with a mix of other conservative
broadcasts.
“We want to put solid Bible teaching
on,” DeYoung said. “We’re trying to get
archives of great Bible teachers of the
past and just put them on the air. This is
a major component in my ministry.”
DeYoung becomes discouraged
when he looks at some of the more traditional forms of Christian media and
the situation in many churches. “There
are more and more going away from
the Word of God,” he said. “I do not
see a good trend. I see the lack of
teaching of eschatology. I see a moving away of actually teaching the Word
of God. I see a lack of desire to really
win people to Jesus Christ.
“Somebody has to be telling the
truth,” he added. “I believe God will
honor those who teach the truth.”
Through his media ministry, DeYoung
has collaborated with some of the leading dispensational theologians of the
day, including Thomas Ice, Randall
Price, Charles Ryrie, Renald Showers,
Stanley Toussaint, and John Whitcomb.
GOD PREPARED THE WAY
Jimmy DeYoung served in the United States Air Force from 1958 to 1962
and was an announcer on Armed
Forces Radio and Television. He also
worked for Olivia Broadcasting Company in Cleveland as he was beginning
his broadcasting career.

DeYoung next attended Florida State
University, where he majored in music
and minored in radio and television. He
broadcast football and basketball
games for the school from 1962 to 1967.
“I loved it,” he said of his sportscasting days. “It’s a thrill to do. With basketball, you’re talking ninety miles a
minute. I enjoyed it.”
DeYoung rounded out his work experience during those student days by
serving as an early-morning radio broadcaster and an afternoon disc jockey.
DeYoung later attended Tennessee
Temple University, where he earned a
bachelor of arts degree in Bible. While
in college there, he served as a youth
pastor at Highland Park Baptist
Church in Chattanooga, Tennessee,
and managed the school’s new
100,000-watt FM radio station.
DeYoung then worked at Word of Life
Fellowship from 1970 to 1981. He led
the male choir and traveled the world as
a staff evangelist. He also played Christ
in a passion play that toured nationwide.
He and his wife, Judy, were married
in 1959. They served as the hosts of
the Word of Life Inn (an adult conference center) for five years. In addition,
he worked in radio (program hosting
and production), as well as teaching,
while at Word of Life.
Interestingly, it was an assignment at
the Word of Life Ranch, teaching six- to
twelve-year-olds, that got DeYoung interested in studying the book of Revelation.
DeYoung completed his education
by earning master of arts and doctor
of philosophy degrees at Louisiana
Baptist University, where he majored
in advanced eschatology. He received
his Ph.D. in 2000. Tennessee Temple
had also awarded him an honorary
doctorate in 1996.
“The Lord moves you where He
wants you,” DeYoung said, referring to
the many places and ministries where
he has been involved.
GOING HOME TO ISRAEL
Following his years at Word of Life,
DeYoung went to work for Salem
Communications Corporation in New
York City. He served as station manager, vice president, producer, and onair host at WNYM.
“The thing I learned from radio is
how effective [radio] is to communicate,” DeYoung said. “You can get behind every locked door, into every
prison. You can ride down the road
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with every automobile.”
DeYoung commented that working
in radio really taught him how to communicate personally. But something
equally important happened at that
station that caused DeYoung to focus
the rest of his life on the land of Israel.
The station had been contractually
bound to broadcast Orthodox Jewish
programming for a portion of the day.
This exposed him to several aspects
of Jewish culture and connections.
In time, DeYoung found that his work
would take him to the Holy Land. As he
thinks back to his preparations for that
first trip, he recalls a conversation he had
with an Israeli broadcaster who asked
him whether he had heart problems.
“You will when you leave here,” the
man told DeYoung. “Your heart will
want to come back.”
In fact, that turned out to be the case.
“We felt God was leading us to Israel,”
he said. “We went out to raise support.”
The DeYoungs moved to Israel in
January 1991, with Iraqi Scud missile
attacks only three days away. They
lived there for about eleven months
out of every year until 2008.
“Prophecy Today is a ministry we
started once we arrived in Israel to
live,” DeYoung stated. He obtained a
work visa as a journalist and provided
features from Israel for the Moody
Broadcasting Network.
“I felt like it was a part of my ministry
to actually bring people to the land of
the Bible,” said DeYoung.
In his first year in Israel, DeYoung
was involved with producing a video
on the Temple called Ready to Rebuild
(Harvest House).
Once settled in Jerusalem, the
DeYoungs were instrumental in beginning a church named the Jerusalem Assembly (www.jerusalemassembly
.com). The church began with six people, but today more than four hundred
worshippers gather there regularly.
DeYoung mentored the current pastor,
who initially served to translate
DeYoung’s sermons into modern Hebrew. DeYoung said that having a native
disciple take up the work he began is in
keeping with his overall philosophy
about the way foreign missions should
be conducted.
OPEN DOORS OF MINISTRY
Since 2000, DeYoung has self-published four books. They are Sound the
Trumpets (based on his Ph.D. dissertation), Revelation: A Chronology, Ezekiel:

The Man and the Message, and The
Daniel Papers. Another book, Israel Under Fire (Harvest House, 2009), was
coauthored with John Ankerberg.
Jimmy DeYoung has kept busy ministering through Prophecy Today. This
includes speaking at prophecy conferences and fostering new means of
communication. The ministry also offers a graduate program called the
School of Prophets.
He has also produced video documentaries based on the Palestinian
people and on a survey of the book of
Revelation (recorded on the Mount of
Olives). In Return to Eden, he looked
for the original location of the Garden
of Eden. Another video, to be filmed on
location in Rome, looks at the revived
Roman Empire and the advance of the
end-time false church.
“We take a lot of tours to Israel every
year,” he said. “The hotel we use in
Jerusalem gives us a suite we use
every time we come.”
FAMILY
Jimmy and Judy DeYoung have four
children, all of whom are graduates of
the Word of Life Bible Institute in
Schroon Lake, New York.
Those children are Jim Jr., Leslie,
Jodi, and Rick. They all are active in the
ministry of Prophecy Today, with Jim Jr.
working closely with his father. Leslie
helps from her home in Georgia, Jodi
serves as DeYoung’s administrative assistant, and Rick holds the roles of president and chief executive officer.
Jim also heads up the Israel Project
for the ministry, which he leads as a
youth ministry in Israel, witnessing to
Jews and Muslims.
“We use sports and music to attract
young people and to win them to the
Lord,” DeYoung said.
The DeYoungs have eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. The
oldest two grandchildren have attended the Word of Life Bible Institute in
Hungary.
“All of our children are involved in our
ministry,” DeYoung said, “and one of our
grandchildren is involved.” He added,
“My wife would be what I consider the
epitome of a godly and holy woman.”
Her influence on their children is evident.
From both his life experience and
his current ministry, DeYoung’s dual
passions for the Word of God and
communications technology are evident. The Lord has woven them together for marvelous results. ★
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Testimonies of Faith
From Misty Flats to Higher Ground
BY

F you go to China, it will be over my
dead body. I will never consent”
(Kuhn, In the Arena, Moody). This bitter announcement by her mother followed ten Spirit-filled days of God’s
work in Isobel Kuhn’s heart at The Firs
Conference in Bellingham, Washington. While she listened to J. O. Fraser
of the China Inland Mission, God had
burdened Isobel for the Lisu tribe, on
the China-Burma border.
Growing up in a loving Christian
home in Canada, Isobel Miller was
taught the high road of walking with
God. However, when challenged by a
college professor that she was simply
accepting what her parents and church
had taught her, Isobel left the high road,
determined to “accept no theories of life
which I had not proved personally”
(Kuhn, By Searching, Moody). She descended into the misty flats of drifting
along with the crowd that seeks amusement and freedom. She questioned the
reality of the God of her childhood.
While attending the University of
British Columbia, Isobel was known
for her beauty, exquisite dancing, and
academic accomplishments. As a
freshman, her acting talents won her a
coveted lifetime membership in the
university’s amateur theater club. People considered Isobel to be a good,
Christian girl, but she was groping
through the misty flats.
When a personal crisis drove her
down the path of suicide, the groans
of her sleeping father caused her to reconsider. “God, if there be a God, . . .
if You will prove to me that You are, and
if You will give me peace, I will give You
my whole life. I’ll do anything You ask
me to do, go where You send me, obey
You all my days” (By Searching).
Thus began Isobel’s search to know
God. Her first step out of the misty flats
of doubt and despair led to reading the
Gospels, determined to know God
through Jesus Christ. Through specific answers to prayer, Bible study, and
weekly services, Isobel was able to say
that her feet were “once more planted
on the High Way; prepared to climb,
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and my face steadfastly turned Godward” (By Searching).
While believers today often claim
freedom to participate in worldly activities, as Isobel drew closer to God,
the Holy Spirit extinguished some of
the tapers she had formerly loved:
card playing, romantic novels, dancing, and movies. In their place He established a close communion with
God—an acute awareness of His
presence.
Through an acquaintance at The Firs,
God led Isobel to attend Moody Bible
Institute in Chicago, providing for her
daily needs little by little. J. O. Fraser,
who later was the Kuhns’ superintendent in China, and Dr. and Mrs. Isaac
Page, former missionaries to China,
were instrumental in guiding Isobel
through her institute days. Reading The
Growth of a Soul and The Growth of a
Work of God by Hudson Taylor increased Isobel’s thirst to know God.
Isobel’s mother’s words proved
true, although she eventually agreed
to let Isobel attend Moody. During Isobel’s first semester, Mrs. Miller died
during an operation. Other obstacles
in her path to China also were overcome by God’s providence.
Because of a negative character reference (which was later realized to be
false) and an uprising in China, Isobel
faced a two-year wait before she
could sail for China on October 11,
1928. Already serving in China was
John Kuhn, to whom she was married
in November 1929.
Initially, the Kuhns ministered to the
Chinese people in Yunnan Province.
Not until 1934 did Isobel realize her goal
of bringing the gospel to the Lisu, a
primitive, poverty-stricken, illiterate, demon-worshipping people dwelling on
the sheer cliffs of the high, treacherous
mountains in the Salween River Valley.
In her writings, Mrs. Kuhn shared
personal struggles and anecdotes
with an openness that touches the
everyday life of the reader.
Whom God Has Joined (Moody)
tells of experiences the couple faced

as two different personalities living
and working together as a family. “God
first” was the motto John and Isobel
chose during their engagement and
followed consistently in marriage.
Because of leadership responsibilities, John was often a great distance
away from Isobel, leaving her to minister alone—sometimes in dangerous situations. Daughter Kathryn was separated from them for six years at the mission
school during the war with Japan. The
Kuhns put God first, giving personal
meaning to Jesus’ words in Matthew
10:37. “He that loveth father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me: and
he that loveth son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me.”
In Isobel’s books, the Chinese and
Lisu people come to life before the
reader’s eyes. With a paintbrush of
words, she pictured the mountains’
beauty, the daily challenges, and the
arduous life among the Lisu, whom
she lived with and loved so dearly.
Stories of native individuals and
coworkers grab the reader’s heart.
Children of the Hills (formerly Precious Things of the Lasting Hills),
Second-Mile People, Stones of Fire
(OMF International), and Nests Above
the Abyss (Moody) are additional
books in which Isobel wrote of the
spiritual battles and victories among
the Chinese and Lisu people to whom
God led them.
Isobel’s consuming passion was to
share the good news of salvation by
faith in Jesus. Rainy Season Bible
Schools lasting several weeks were a
notable tool used to teach believers
the Word of God. Today there are thousands of Lisu believers.
In 1950, Isobel and son Danny escaped from Communist China, followed
later by John. In 1952, the Kuhns began
ministry among Lisu and other tribes in
northern Thailand—a story shared in
Ascent to the Tribes (Moody).
“She never tired of laboring among
earth’s remote people when that labor
was one of unveiling the treasures of
(Continued on page 31)

Growth After the Storm
BY

PRING has come, and I have been
hard at work getting the yard
ready for a new growing season. Living in the Southwest has presented
me with some new gardening challenges, and I am constantly testing out
what grows well here and what withers under the tyrannical summer sun.
During my reading about local plants,
I discovered an amazing fact about
some desert seed.
A few types of seed will not germinate until they have been through a
storm. The seed has a hard coat that
protects it until the time is just right. It
may lie on the sand for a year or more,
but because of the hard outer shell, it
is safe from the drying elements. Then
the monsoon storms hit in the early
summer. Torrential rains hit the dry, flat
land of the desert, and the waters rush
across the rocky soil, battering the
seed against rock and sand, nicking it
and cutting it in several places. As the
waters subside, the seed settles into a
moist place, puts forth roots, grows,
and blooms. Few places are more
beautiful than a blooming desert.
First Peter 1:7 points out that Christians need storms in their lives, whether
they will admit it or not. We have a hard
outer shell that is often impervious to
spiritual truth. The points of the pastor’s
message are always for someone else.
“They need to hear it,” we assure ourselves, not daring to admit that we have
so much to learn about life and strife.
Ask yourself this question: When have
I grown most spiritually? Was it during
the easy, uneventful seasons of life or
through the difficult ones?
Unless you are quite different from
most of us, you probably have grown
more during the storms of life than in
easier times.
Peter observed, “That the trial of
your faith, being much more precious
than of gold that perisheth, though it
be tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 1:7).
We do not like the storms of life. The
troubles that batter us against the
rocks of life cause us to cry out in pain
and sorrow. “Why is God allowing
this? Why doesn’t He make it stop?”
Perhaps you have seen the horrific
pictures or sat dazed at the videos of
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the black cloud that pointed its windy
finger at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and
blew it apart on April 27, 2011. At 5:13
P.M., the EF-4 tornado ferociously tore
a nearly six-mile path of devastation
through the city and mercilessly
snuffed out the lives of forty-three
people. As bad as the devastation was
in that Alabama metropolitan area,
four storms exceeded it during the period between April 25 and 28. These
reached the highest rated strength for
tornadoes, EF-5, in an outbreak of 358
twisters that tore through the country.
If you were not a part of the destruction, you may have simply thought,
Oh, those poor people, as you went
about your business.
Life is filled with storms—some literal, some metaphorical, but all devastating. For the past couple of weeks,
the skies have been partly cloudy in
the little town where I pastor, but I have
met with person after person and couple after couple being torn apart by the
storms of adversity.
● An older couple struggle with their
grown son, who still lives with them,
collecting government checks and
spending them on drugs.
● A beautiful woman lives with feelings of inferiority.
● A teen who has been abandoned
by both parents struggles with his own
identity.
● A capable, well-educated man
who lost it all in the economic downturn cannot even find a job because he
is overqualified.
Perhaps your story is even more
heart-wrenching than those above.
You are being refined like gold, and the
process takes time. Perhaps, like the
children of Israel wandering in the
desert, you are beginning to murmur
and complain. Let me remind you of an
important principle they had to learn.
It is one word, so anyone with a problem remembering facts should not
have difficulty with this principle.
Let me set up the story for you. God
miraculously delivered His people from
bondage in Egypt and set them on a
pathway that led to the Promised Land.
When they came to Kadesh-barnea,
they sent spies into the land to check
it out. The spies returned with confir-

mation that the land was exactly as
God had described it. But there were
giants in the land (Num. 13). Rather
than enter the land, the people cried.
Their unbelief sentenced a whole generation to a slow death of wandering in
the wilderness for forty years.
The book of Deuteronomy is an account of Moses giving the law to the
younger generation that was about to
enter the land after their unbelieving
parents had died. A recurring word in
Deuteronomy is the word “remember.”
Moses declared, “And remember that
thou wast a servant in the land of
Egypt, and that the Lord thy God
brought thee out thence through a
mighty hand and by a stretched out
arm: therefore the Lord thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath
day” (5:15).
How does the word “remember”
help you through the storms of life? It
keeps you in touch with reality. Do you
remember that time when you had too
much month at the end of your money? Your friends were talking about
“making ends meet,” but you could
not even get the ends into visual contact with one another. Remember?
You probably thought that life was
over, that you would be living under a
bridge for the rest of your life. Are you
living under a bridge today? You are
not living under a bridge unless you
did something financially unwise and
unbiblical. God provided for you. Remember that.
Do you remember the time when life
was so difficult you thought you could
not go on another day? You did go on,
however, and God did keep you sane
through the difficulty. That is why the
author of Hebrews declared in 13:5-6,
“For he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will
not fear what man shall do unto me.”
Being refined like gold through trials
does not mean life will forever be perfect afterward. We still live in a cursed
world. We no longer live in Eden, and
we are not yet in heaven. However, we
are stronger after each trial. We remember to trust God through new difficulties because we have seen Him
provide for us through past hardships. ★
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Missions
God’s Laborers
BY

Rolland and Jo Ann Smith

N 1890, the wives of two plantation
owners read, “Then saith he unto
his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few; pray
ye therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he will send forth labourers into
his harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38). In response, Mrs. Ross and Mrs. Lang
prayed that God would send laborers
into the vast field of Costa Rica.
The same year, Dr. C. I. Scofield felt
a burden to share the gospel in Central
America. People from the church Dr.
Scofield pastored established Central
American Mission on November 14,
1890. Their first missionaries, William
and Minnie McConnell, went to Costa
Rica on February 14, 1891.
To this day, God continues to answer
and expand the prayer He laid on the
heart of those two women many years
ago. Rolland and Jo Ann Smith are
among the many people whose lives
have been changed by that prayer.
Rolland grew up on a farm, where he
learned how to work hard and carry
out many practical tasks. He placed
his trust in Jesus the year after graduating from high school. He attended
Grand Rapids School of the Bible and
Music (GRSBM) during 1960–1961.
The army drafted several of Rolland’s friends at that time. He said, “I
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pushed my draft so I
could choose where
I wanted to serve,
because Vietnam
was not a place I
wanted to go.”
Rolland went to
Berlin, Germany, until his father suffered
multiple arm fractures in a corn-picking accident. He
went back to help
with the farmwork.
Later, a mission conference at church reminded Rolland of
his commitment to
missions. God sent
him back to GRSBM
in 1967, and there he
met Jo Ann James.
Jo Ann came to know Jesus at the
age of seven. She said, “I realized my
sinful condition and how much God
loved me.” She learned that Jesus had
died for her sins, and she readily accepted Him as her Saviour and Lord.
Her family attended various new
church plants, where she watched
churches develop. She said, “One of
those ministries involved open-air
evangelism in a Spanish-speaking migrant camp. That is where I got handson experience in ministry and where I
developed a burden and love for the
Spanish-speaking people.”
At fourteen, she dedicated her life to
serving God “in whatever capacity or
place He would want.”
After high school, Jo Ann attended
GRSBM and reaffirmed her missionary
commitment. God put her in a history
class and seated her next to Rolland
Smith. They began dating in 1967.
Rolland looked through Jo Ann’s
Bible during a study date and read a
prayer of dedication she had written in
the front flap. As they discussed this,
they learned that both of them had reaffirmed their missionary commitment in
response to the same mission call from
the same missionary about the same
time in the same city—just in different
churches. That missionary was from

Central American Mission (CAM).
Rolland recounted, “We knew in an
instant God wanted us to marry and
minister together on the mission field.
We didn’t waste time and were married on August 24, 1968. Together we
finished our training.”
Many missions agencies presented
their ministries at GRSBM during their
senior year. Rolland and Jo Ann were
considering CAM, but they wanted to
be certain that was God’s desire for
them. “During our devotions together,
we were challenged by Colossians
4:3, where Paul prayed that God
would open a door.” In response, they
asked God to give them an open door
to share the good news of salvation
through Jesus Christ.
Rolland said, “Within the next few
days, as we studied for a class, a verse
jumped out at both of us. Paul said,
‘Furthermore, when I came to Troas to
preach Christ’s gospel, . . . a door was
opened unto me of the Lord’ (II Cor.
2:12).
“We filled out forms to join CAM and
prayed that God would open the door
if this was His will. Shortly thereafter,
we received a notice that we were accepted. We left for language school in
Costa Rica in 1971.”
They took Bethany, their one-yearold daughter, to Costa Rica with them.
Their son Bryan was born in 1973 in
Guatemala. Rebecca came into their
lives during a visit to the States in
1975, and Brenton was born in
Guatemala in 1979.
Their four offspring are now married
with children. Bethany is a nurse, married to a farmer/deputy sheriff and living in Indiana. Bryan and his wife, Lori,
establish churches and serve in leadership development in Mexico.
Rebecca lives in Japan with her husband, who pastors a church. Brenton
and his family live in Chicago, where
he works at Moody Bible Institute.
Guatemala was the Smiths’ first
field of ministry. They spent ten years
there, working in evangelism and
church development. Though they
had studied Spanish, it was a chal-

lenge to learn Cakchiquel, a dialect of
the Mayan Indians.
In 1976, a devastating earthquake
struck Patzun, Chimaltenango, where
the Smith family lived. It destroyed 90
percent of the village. The Smith’s
home became a center for distributing
assistance as groups of volunteers
helped with immediate needs and
long-term building projects.
A civil war raged in Guatemala from
1960 to 1996. This made it difficult to
reach beyond the mountainous area of
Patzun. Around 1980, Rolland and Jo
Ann felt God leading them to another
location. Soon a family near Mexico
City invited them to come help plant a
church there.
The Smiths moved to Villa de las
Flores in 1981. This move from a rural
village to a huge metropolitan city presented many challenges, including a
change in language and culture. They
had to adjust to the smog, traffic, and
crowds.
After a couple of years, the family who
had invited the Smiths to help them returned to the States because of health
issues. The Smiths prayed for help.
Brenton, youngest of the Smith family, kept crossing the street to play with
neighbor children who belonged to the
Alfredo Morga family. The Smiths met
that family several times, and one day
Rolland and Jo Ann felt led to knock
on their door and ask, “Could we share
some good news with you?”
Alfredo said, “If you are going to
bring truth, you are welcome.” Without
hesitation, Rolland said they wanted
to talk about Jesus, the way, the truth,
and the life (John 14:6).
Shortly after that, Alfredo and his
whole family accepted Jesus Christ as
Saviour. Alfredo later told Rolland that
the Lord had been preparing him for that
special day when he understood the
gospel message. He had been reading
John 14, especially verses 8-9: “Philip
saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father,
and it sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him,
Have I been so long time with you, and
yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he
that hath seen me hath seen the Father;
and how sayest thou then, Shew us the
Father?”
The Morga family of eight became
pillars of the Villa de las Flores Bible
Church. They taught Bible studies,
provided music, and helped with the
building project.
Things were going well, but a tragic
accident took the life of Mrs. Morga
and injured Mr. Morga so badly he
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could not even attend his wife’s funeral. The church pulled together to help,
and the children learned to depend on
the Lord during difficult times.
“Erik, a sixteen-year-old son, volunteered to make a special cake on the
first Mother’s Day after losing his
mother. When he presented the cake
to all the mothers of the church, tears
flowed freely as he talked about his
mother’s influence on his life. As Erik’s
faith grew, the Lord put in his heart a
desire to attend Puebla Bible Seminary. After graduating and working as
a lay leader, he became the pastor of
Villa de las Flores Bible Church.”
His brothers and sisters who live in
the area remain active in the church,
which has grown to about three hundred people. The church has sent missionaries to other parts of Mexico,
China, and Turkey.
Alfredo remarried, went to Puebla
Bible Seminary in his sixties, and pastored the Adonai Bible Church in
Ecatepec, Mexico, for five years.
The Smiths left Villa de las Flores in
good hands and have since planted
other churches around the Mexico
City area. The El Faro Bible Church in
Satellite now has its own pastor overseeing a growing congregation. The
Adonai Bible Church in Ecatepec has
a group of lay leaders who teach,
preach, and lead.
Presently, the Smiths live in Texcoco,
about fifteen miles from Mexico City.
The Buena Tierra Bible Church moved
into their new building on Mother’s
Day, 2012. The Texcoco ministry involves discipleship classes, evangelistic Bible studies, community outreach,
and leadership development.
People often ask Rolland and Jo Ann,
“When are you going to retire?” They always answer, “We want to be retreaded
when Christ returns, not retired.”
Central American Mission continues
to be “retreaded” too. They expanded
from Costa Rica to Honduras,
Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua,
Panama, and Mexico. After reaching
beyond Central America to other
Spanish-speaking areas, they became
CAM International.
In 2012, they saw a need to change
their name to Camino Global. In Spanish, camino means “the way.” The new
name reflects a vision for future ministry. “Together with the Spanishspeaking church, Camino Global will
make disciples among the world’s lessreached peoples by mobilizing multinational teams to win a hearing, teach the

Word, and establish biblical churches.”
The commitment to Latin America
and Spain remains firm, but as churches and believers in these countries
grow, they are answering the call to the
Great Commission—to reach into all
the world. “Go ye therefore, and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen” (Matt. 28:19-20).
Camino Global’s core values are
Christlikeness, community, cooperation, and common vision to produce
and empower committed followers of
Jesus Christ in Spanish-speaking areas to reach the world.
Those two women who prayed for
laborers in Costa Rica might be surprised to see what God has done because of their prayer!
The Smiths, who committed to a life
of service many years ago, have seen
more lives changed than they had
imagined.
Those who established Central
American Mission/CAM International/Camino Global would be thrilled to
see all God has accomplished through
the years.
The prayers God lays on our hearts
hold unlimited potential, for our
Almighty God is able.
“Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the power
that worketh in us, unto him be glory
in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen”
(Eph. 3:20-21).
There remain areas of the world
ready to harvest. Let us pray! ★

From Misty Flats to Higher Ground
(Continued from page 28)

life and glory and grace in our Lord Jesus. And in turn the tribal peoples
loved her and followed the Truth which
she both loved and lived. She was
known all over Lisuland as BIG SISTER!” commented Mr. McCartney in
March 1957 at the funeral of Isobel
Kuhn, who had begun eternal life on
highest ground (“Funeral Service for
Mrs. Isabel Kuhn,” Billy Graham Center Archives, www.wheaton.edu.). ★
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The Season of Hope
BY

LMOST to the day, Sam Cramer
could predict the appearance of
the gold and purple crocuses that
bloomed each year at the edge of his
sunny backyard deck. When he came
smiling to the breakfast table, his wife,
Julia, knew he had spotted the first
green shoots.
“I hope they don’t get their pretty little heads nipped off in a hard frost,”
Julia said, spooning scrambled eggs
onto Sam’s plate.
“Crocuses are tough!” Sam said.
“First come the crocuses, like little
spies to see if it’s all clear. Then the
daffodils make their appearance, like
an army in bright uniforms, the little
show-offs.”
Julia smiled at her husband’s unabashed love for his garden.
As Sam ate, his mind was on his
flowers. The brave appearance of
tulips, after defying the often bitter
winter wind and sunless sky, always
lifted his spirit. This spring, like no other, Sam needed to be reminded of the
triumph of life over death.
The previous October, Sam and
Julia had made a sad trip to the
home of Arabelle and Ted, their
daughter and her husband, to pick
up their grandson, Evan, who was
eight.
“I just can’t spend the time with him
that he needs right now,” Ted had told
them with obvious distress. “Arabelle
is so sick. It’s all I can do to take care
of her and to go to work.”
“We’re just glad you called,” said
Sam. “We love having Evan at our
house. He can stay as long as necessary. We’re not so far away. You can be
together whenever you can find time.
Don’t worry. It will be all right. You’ll
see.”
That night after Evan was in bed, Julia said, “You shouldn’t say things like
that.”

CATHERINE RUNYON
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“Like what?” said Sam, surprised.
“What did I say?”
“Don’t promise Ted, and especially
Evan, that Arabelle is going to get well.
She probably won’t get well. The type
of cancer she has is not curable, and
people seldom have more than a couple of short remissions, even with aggressive treatment. We need to prepare Evan for her death, not try to keep
false hopes alive.”
“I don’t believe there is any such
thing as false hope,” Sam declared.
“Hope is always a good thing. Some
hopes are more reasonable than oth-

ers, but it never hurts to hope.
“God has done marvelous things for
us throughout our life. He may choose
to heal Arabelle or, at the very least,
give us some extra time with her. We
can always pray, and we can always
hope.”
“Well,” Julia said softly, and Sam
could hear in that single syllable a
catch in her voice that evidenced her
own fear and despair.
Evan did not want to go to school
the next day. “I wish I were going
home,” he muttered, hoisting his
backpack across his shoulders. “I
want to see my mom.”
Sam nodded. “I know. There’s nothing I can say to you that makes it easier. Sometimes we don’t get what we
want. After school, you can call your
dad, all right?”
Evan seemed relieved that afternoon after speaking to his father on
the phone, even though Arabelle was
asleep when he called.
“Dad said that Mom is getting really
strong medicine now. She has to rest,”
Evan said.
“You are helping her a lot by being
patient,” said Sam. “You are patient,
aren’t you?”
Evan said, “Most of the time.”
“Good! When I train a garden helper,
I have to know he is going to take the
time to do things the right way.”
“Am I going to be your garden
helper?” Evan asked excitedly.
“If you want,” said Sam.
“Can I hold the hose?” asked Evan.
Sam smiled and nodded, and Evan
ran to get his jacket.
Beneath the brilliant autumn sun,
which did little to warm the chilly air,
Sam and Evan lifted out plugs of soil
with the bulb planter, dropped in
the bulbs, and covered them over
again.
“You’re a better helper than Grand-

ma,” Sam said. “She doesn’t like bulb
planting. She says that when you get
finished, you can’t see that you did
anything.”
“Grandpa, how long will it be until
the flowers come?” asked Evan. “I’ll
be going home in a few weeks after
Mom is through with her treatment. I
don’t want to miss seeing the tulips.”
Sam was startled. “But, Evan, there
won’t be any flowers until next spring,
not until after your birthday in April.”
Evan’s face fell. “I can’t wait that
long!” he said.
“What! I thought you were patient,”
Sam said, laughing. “Well, can you
wait until Thanksgiving?” Evan nodded. “Can you wait until Christmas?”
Evan nodded again. “I saw Christmas decorations in the store already
last week.”
Sam said, “Well, after Christmas, it’s
only four months until your birthday.
Then come the tulips. That isn’t so
long, is it?”
Evan said, “I guess I can wait. But,
Grandpa, these bulbs are just chunks
of stuff, like onions or potatoes. How
do you know tulips will come up next
spring?”
Sam said, “Well, there are several
reasons. For one thing, I’ve done this
many, many times. The tulips always
come, and they come pretty much
when you expect them to. Also, I trust
the people who grew these bulbs.
They know their stuff, those old Dutch
gardeners. If I do what they tell me, I
get tulips every year.”
“Were you afraid the first time you
planted them?” said Evan. “Did you
wonder if anything would actually
grow?”
Sam thought back through the
years, wanting to give an honest answer. “A little,” he said. “Yes, I was a
little bit anxious. I wondered if they
would bloom.”
“What did you do?” Evan asked.
Sam said, “Well, I put them in the
dirt, and then there was nothing left to
do except hope.”
“And it worked,” Evan said, “didn’t
it?”
Sam grinned. “Do you think the
flowers came because I hoped for
them? That’s not how it happens. They
grow because there is life in the bulb,
just waiting for the right time to come
out. When it’s time, you can’t stop it!
The hoping, that’s for me. It’s me reminding myself that God will not fail.”
Then the snow had come. There
were long gray days when Arabelle
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suffered though the treatment for her
cancer. Then she improved, and there
was a sense of euphoria for some
weeks until the cancer returned. One
day Ted called and asked Sam to go
with him to buy cemetery lots.
“She won’t go through another
treatment,” Ted said, and Sam nodded
his head briefly. Without comment, he
shoved his hat down on his head as
they walked to the car.
Although he told no one his
thoughts, Sam often just stared at the
snow-covered landscape. He wondered whether this might be the year
when his hope was in vain, having
more than tulips on his mind. He knew
that, barring a miraculous intervention,
they would soon place Arabelle in the
ground. Just as when he had so often
put in bulbs and seeds, they would
hope and wait for the moment when
life would reappear.
For Arabelle, as for himself, Sam
knew that day would be at the return
of Christ for His own; but in these
days, it seemed as far off as the
blooming of the tulips. As seen
through little Evan’s eyes, it would
seem like an impossibly long time before any hint of the end result would be
visible.
All through the winter, Sam had his
doubts. Was hope anything more than
wishful thinking?
Sam wondered about when his precious daughter lay in the earth. What
guarantee did he have that she, like
the tulip bulbs, would come forth in a
new form, perfect in the presence of
God? Where, he wondered, was the
evidence?
In those moments, Sam turned to
God’s Word to search for and reread
the precious promises that had
buoyed his faith over a long lifetime.
He read Job 19:26 with its promise of
resurrection. He read John 14:1-3,
which gives Christ’s assurance of
heaven. He took special comfort from
Isaiah 61, remembering that as God
had been faithful to Israel, so He would
be faithful to Sam and his family.
That morning, as Sam spotted a
crocus, Isaiah 61:11 filled his mind:
“For as the earth bringeth forth her
bud, and as the garden causeth the
things that are sown in it to spring
forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all nations.” Yes, even in the
darkest and coldest circumstances,
God was at work bringing about His
plan of eternal life for His own.

As she cleared the table, Julia said,
“Ted and Arabelle and Evan are coming for Easter weekend. Do you think
there will be any flowers to cut?”
“We can always hope,” Sam replied.
When the family arrived on Saturday
afternoon, Sam took Evan to the garden. There, just beginning to spread
their five petals, were the early tulips,
the ones Evan had helped plant in October.
“You were right, Grandpa,” Evan
said, peering into the brilliant petals to
see the centers.
“It was nothing I did,” said Sam.
“God made the tulips grow. I just
planted them with your help.”
“Tomorrow is Easter Sunday,” said
Evan, who seemed so much older to
Sam than he had been last fall. “Mom
says it will be the last time she celebrates Easter on earth. Mom said
she’s going to be with Jesus.”
“Do you believe that?” Sam asked.
Evan nodded. “I don’t like it much,
though,” he said.
“I know,” said Sam. “It may be a
long wait to be with her again. Last fall
you said you were patient. Are you still
patient?”
“I’m trying,” said Evan, “but I can’t
stand to think about her dying. I don’t
want Mom to die.”
“As I said to you before,” Sam
replied, “we don’t always get what we
want, and there is no easy way to go
through it. Do you remember what I
told you about my experience in planting tulips?”
Evan frowned as he searched his
memory. He shrugged his shoulders.
Then Sam said, “I told you I had planted tulips many, many times, and they
always bloomed, even when there
were terrible winters with very deep
snow. God tells us we will all be with
Him if we have trusted Jesus as our
Saviour. Have you done that?”
Evan said, “Yes. I did it last year in
Sunday school.”
“Then you have the experience of
having trusted Jesus,” said Sam. “Jesus rose from the grave and promised
to bring us to glory with Him (Heb.
2:10). The experience of faith in Jesus
gives us hope” (Rom. 5:4).
Sam cut some tulips and handed
them to his grandson. “We’ll put some
of these on the table tomorrow. You
waited for them, and they came, just
as I promised. God keeps all His promises. While we wait, we’ll remind ourselves of what we know is true and
continue to hope.” ★
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The Last Shall Be First
BY

JOHN ALVA OWSTON, D.MIN.

Q. What is meant by the phrase “The
first is going to be last and the last is
going to be first”? Some people are
constantly using the phrase, but no
one can fully explain it.
A. A number of phrases in current usage
are repeated by many without an awareness of what they mean or where they
came from. Some have been attributed
to the Bible but do not actually come
from Scripture. For example, “Cleanliness is next to godliness” has been
quoted as coming from the Bible, but it
does not. Then there is the parental advice “Spare the rod and spoil the child.”
This likewise does not come from the
Bible, although the idea is certainly there
(cf. Prov. 13:24; 19:18; 22:15).
So the first task when you hear an
oft-repeated phrase is to find out
where it came from originally. To find
out whether a statement is from the
Bible, consult a Bible concordance.
Concerning the first being last and the
last being first, this does come from the
Bible. Actually, it comes from the lips of
the Lord Jesus and is found in four
places (Matt. 19:30; 20:16; Mark 10:31;
Luke 13:30). Though some think this
was a current proverb circulating in Jesus’ time, no other source attributes it to
another person. Hence, we can safely
say it originated with Christ.
As with any text from the Bible, a
statement should always be examined
in its original context. As someone said,
“To take a text out of its context is to allow it to become a pretext to say anything we want.” This is why the socalled proof-text method of Bible study
usually comes up short. In this kind of
Bible study, a series of texts are strung
together to prove a point. But sometimes the point being proved is not in
harmony with the rest of the Bible!
Getting back to the statement of
Christ, “Many that are first shall be
last; and the last shall be first” (Matt.
19:30). This statement (and its parallel
in Mark 10:31) was spoken by Christ
to His disciples immediately after His
encounter with the rich young ruler
(Matt. 19:16-30).
On this occasion, a very moral young
man came to Christ with a question
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concerning how to inherit eternal life.
Since he was outwardly obedient to
the law, he probably thought that
Christ would commend him. On the
contrary, Jesus pointed out his deficiency, especially his love for money,
which in reality was a breach of the
tenth commandment (Exod. 20:17). Of
course, all of us are spiritually deficient
and cannot perfectly obey God’s law.
The law shows us our need for grace.
Hearing that he would have to radically alter his life, the young man walked
away from Christ (Matt. 19:22). Jesus
then pointed out to His disciples how
hard it was for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Here was a man who
was first in this world but last in God’s
sight. On the other hand, the disciples
had left material things to follow Christ
and would be first in His kingdom.
Immediately following this incident,
Jesus told the parable of the laborers
in the vineyard. Those hired last received the same pay as those hired
first at the beginning of the day (Matt.
20:1-16). He concluded the parable
with the words “So the last shall be
first, and first last.”
The other occasion on which Christ
used this statement envisioned those
who thought they would be first in God’s
kingdom only to discover that they
would be last (Luke 13:30). This was especially true of Jews who thought they
would get into God’s kingdom on the
coattails of the patriarchs (vs. 28). Gentiles, however, would also be included,
for the gospel is “the power of God unto
salvation to every one that believeth; to
the Jew first, and also to the Greek”
(Rom. 1:16).
That the “first shall be last; and the
last shall be first” (Matt. 19:30) reveals
that things are not always as they
seem. “That which is highly esteemed
among men is abomination in the sight
of God” (Luke 16:15). ★
Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Carmichael, Amy. If: What Do I Know of
Calvary Love? Fort Washington, Pennsylvania: CLC Publications, 2009.

HE author came to write this helpful book in response to knowledge
that a personal friend of hers was “missing the way of love.” Amy spent the night
searching her own heart as to what she
knew of Calvary love. Eventually, after
sharing with others the notes she had
jotted down, this book became a reality.
In the book, each of the “ifs” relates
to things we do, think, have done, or
even plan to do that hinder our fellowship with the Lord. Part 2 includes
sixty-four “ifs.” Each one concludes
with “Then I know nothing of Calvary
love.” Examples of these “ifs” include:
“If I have not compassion on my fellowservant, even as my Lord had pity
on me, then I know nothing of Calvary
love” and “If I can write an unkind letter, speak an unkind word, think an
unkind thought without grief and
shame, then I know nothing of Calvary
love.”
This little book relates to some very
practical issues each believer needs
to confront. I recommend it to every
child of God.

T

Couch, Mal. Titus. Clifton, Texas: Scofield
Ministries, 2011.

Here is a very helpful, concise, and
brief commentary on the epistle of Titus. Couch is a prolific writer and compiler of theological and biblical studies. He writes with a pastor’s heart,
seeking to help and minister to other
Christian workers.
This small, hardcover volume is
easy to understand and use. After a
helpful introduction, three major sections deal verse by verse with Titus.
The first covers elder leadership in the
church. The second deals with caring
for those in the local assembly. The
third offers practical teaching based
on sound doctrine.
Each of these major sections is well
outlined and provides a verse-byverse exposition of this epistle.
Couch is well qualified to write this
volume. He has studied and written
much over the years dealing with the
Hebrew Old Testament and the Greek
New Testament, biblical teaching,
and ministry. I recommend this volume especially to church leaders and
teachers. ★
—Robert P. Lightner.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths
Moralistic Therapeutic Deism:
The God of This Generation?
BY

HE worldview of American teens is
changing—fundamentally and
completely. Those engaged in effective
youth ministry must not ignore this shift.
Genuine, biblical Christianity is no longer
the worldview of many teens; something
has replaced it. Sociologist Christian
Smith, the William R. Kenan, Jr. Professor of Sociology at the University of
Notre Dame, has authored a series of
books that superbly analyze the culture
of American teens and emerging adults
(eighteen to thirty years of age). His 2005
study, Soul Searching: The Religious and
Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers
(Oxford University Press), summarizes
the worldview of America’s teen culture.
Smith’s general thesis about teenage
religion and spirituality in America is that
the de facto dominant religion among
contemporary teenagers is Moralistic
Therapeutic Deism (MTD). His research
focused on how teens view God; their
religious habits and practices; how they
interact with those who are a part of
their own faith tradition; and how they
view prayer, church attendance, discipleship, youth group, and other religious/spiritual exercises. This de facto
creed is particularly evident among
mainline Protestant and Catholic young
people but is also visible among black
and conservative Protestants, Jewish
teens, and other religious teenagers.
MTD has five key elements:
1. A God exists who created and orders the world and watches over
life on earth.
2. God wants people to be good,
nice, and fair to each other, as
taught in the Bible and by most
world religions.
3. The central goal in life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself.
4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when
He is needed to resolve a problem.
5. Good people go to heaven when
they die.
Central to MTD is the moralistic ap-
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proach to life—thinking that living a
good and happy life is being a good,
moral person. That means being nice,
kind, pleasant, respectful, and responsible; working on self-improvement; taking care of one’s health; and doing one’s
best to be successful. MTD is not a religion of repentance from sin, of living as
a servant of Jesus Christ, of steadfastly
praying, of faithfully observing holy days,
of building character through suffering,
of depending on God’s love and grace,
or of committing to a life of gratitude and
the pursuit of social justice. Instead,
MTD is about feeling good, happy, secure, and at peace. Smith wrote, “It is
about attaining subjective well-being,
being able to resolve problems, and getting along amiably with other people.”
Finally, MTD posits a God who exists,
created the world, and defines our general moral order but who is not particularly involved in human affairs—especially “affairs in which one would prefer
not to have God involved” (Smith). The
God of this faith is one who keeps a safe
distance: He is often described as
“watching over everything from above”
and “the creator of everything and . . . just
up there now controlling everything.”
For many teens (as well as adults),
God sometimes does get involved in
people’s lives; but this usually happens
only when they call on Him—mostly
when they have some trouble or problem or bad feeling they want resolved.
Smith commented, “In this sense, the
Deism here is revised from its classical
eighteenth-century version by the Therapeutic qualifier, making the distant
God selectively available for taking care
of needs.” The book goes on to argue
that in MTD, God designed the universe
and established moral law, but He is not
triune, “did not speak through the Torah
or the prophets of Israel, was never resurrected from the dead, and does not
transform through his Spirit. This God is
not demanding. He actually can’t be,
because his job is to solve our problems
and make people feel good. In short,

God is something like a combination Divine Butler and Cosmic Therapist—he
is always on call, takes care of any problems that arise, professionally helps his
people feel good about themselves,
and does not become too personally involved in the process.”
Smith’s work makes it clear that MTD
is not an official religion or a formal religious structure in America. Rather,
MTD’s “typical embrace and practice is
de facto, functional, practical and tacit—
not formal or acknowledged as a distinctive religion. . . . It seems it is also a
widespread, popular faith among very
many U.S. adults. Our religiously conventional adolescents seem to be merely absorbing and reflecting religiously
what the adult world is routinely modeling for and inculcating in its youth.”
MTD is a parasitic worldview that attaches itself to mainline and Catholic
faith traditions, “feeding on their doctrines and sensibilities, and expanding
by mutating their theological substance
to resemble its own distinctive image”
(Smith). Evangelical Christianity is not
immune to its grasp, for it meshes perfectly with postmodern autonomy, and
its appeal is powerful and compelling.
Teens and adults can enjoy the specific,
unique aspects of their own traditions
but also reap the benefits of a shared,
harmonizing, interfaith religion. For
these reasons, teens and adults who
embrace MTD in its broad aspects do
not argue or have much conflict about
religion. What dominates the language
of American teens when it comes to their
musings about life, including religious
and spiritual life, “is primarily about personally feeling good and being happy.”
Those involved in ministering to
American teens must come to terms
with what is occurring within our culture. A more tolerant, inclusive, diverse
and syncretistic religious dynamic is
emerging in America. The important
and central doctrines of historic, biblical Christianity are being supplanted
(Continued on page 37)
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Teenagers
Why My Best
BY

LINT FRANKLIN shot the basketball into the hoop by the driveway.
As he practiced for the upcoming game
with the church youth group, he
thought about his Saturday schedule.
He would clean his room first. That
would involve only picking up dirty
laundry and changing his bed linen. He
would skip vacuuming, which he hated,
and spend that time at the computer.
Since Sunday was Mother’s Day, he
would wash Mom’s car, which would
take just an hour. He would skip cleaning the interior to eliminate the unnecessary vacuuming.
Finally, he would attend the church
youth meeting, which included fun,
food, and a Bible study. His youth
leader made Bible study interesting.
Clint enjoyed learning about God’s
purpose for his life.
A noise from across the street interrupted Clint’s thoughts. A moving van
was pulling into the driveway of a vacant house two doors down. Clint
stopped dribbling the ball and stood
still to watch.
“I hope that family has someone my
age!” he thought aloud.
A sound closer at hand caused him
to turn and look. His grandfather was
coming toward him.
“Hi, Grandpa!” he called. He tossed
the ball to him, challenging him to a
game. Grandpa was Clint’s basketball
and fishing buddy. He allowed Clint to
drive his truck once he had earned his
learner’s permit.
“Grandmother and I read your name
in the newspaper on the honor roll,”
Grandpa said. “We’re proud of you.”
“Thanks, Grandpa. It’s no big deal.”
“It’s a big deal to us. Good grades
represent hard work and future success. But there is one question I’d like
to ask. Why didn’t you get all A’s?”
The question caught Clint by surprise. “I got only two Bs.”
“So those two subjects are giving
you problems?”
“Not really,” Clint answered. “You
don’t want to make all A’s in high
school. People will call you a geek or
a nerd—or worse.”
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Grandpa chuckled and made a long
shot, swishing the ball through the net.
“Teasing can be hurtful, but doing less
than your best is cheating yourself.”
He shot the ball into the basket again.
“I’ll pray that God will help you do your
best.”
Clint only smiled as he listened.
Grandpa doesn’t understand, he
thought. Things were different when
he was in school.
The sound of more commotion came
from across the street. Both Clint and
Grandpa watched the hustle and bustle
of the movers and family members.
Clint shared with his grandfather how he
wished for someone his age to move in.
“Maybe you have your wish,”
Grandpa said as another car pulled
into the driveway. The driver, a teenage boy, got out.
“I see he already has a driver’s license,” Clint commented.
Grandpa chuckled again. “He’ll
need a welcome and an invitation to
attend church. But wait till they’ve settled in a little. Now let’s finish this
game!”
Grandpa intercepted Clint’s shot,
then scored another point. Clint was
watching the boy across the street unload the car. “Maybe later Mom will let
me take a welcome basket over,” he

thought aloud.
Early Saturday morning Clint was
crossing the street to the new neighbors’ yard, clutching the handle of the
picnic basket. With each step, the aroma of chocolate brownies wafted from
under the covering.
“I’m Clint Franklin,” he said when
the teen answered the door. “Welcome
to the neighborhood from our whole
family.” He handed the basket to him.
“Oh, uh, my mom did the cooking.”
The boy nodded and smiled as he
took the basket. “I’m Brandon Everett.
Come meet my family.”
Clint was greeted with warm smiles
as Brandon introduced his parents.
Last, he called his younger sisters
from their room. “Tracie, Gracie, meet
Clint.”
Clint stared in surprise at the twins.
Everyone burst into laughter, including
Clint.
“It’s hard to tell them apart, isn’t it?”
Brandon said.
It was friendship from the beginning.
Clint helped Brandon bring in more
boxes. As they worked, they told each
other about themselves. Brandon
would be attending the same high
school as Clint and was one grade older—a senior.
“My dad’s job requires that we move

sometimes,” Brandon said. “I hope we
don’t have to move again until I graduate. So far I’ve been able to maintain
an A average, but I don’t want to get
behind and mess it up. That could hurt
my chances for a college scholarship.”
Clint listened intently. He remembered Grandpa’s question—Why did
Clint not achieve all A’s? Suddenly he
felt ashamed, recalling his answer.
He thought about how things would
be if his family moved often. It would
mean his grandparents would not be
close by, and Grandpa would not be
dropping in and having talks with him.
“You sure must have lots of friends,”
Clint managed to say, trying to be encouraging. “My older brother and sister are away at college. Sometimes I
miss them—even though they treat
me like a kid.”
They laughed together as they
worked. When it was time for Clint to
leave, Brandon walked with him to the
sidewalk.
“I have to wash my mom’s car since
tomorrow is Mother’s Day,” said Clint.
“We’re taking my mom for a drive
and picnic in the country,” Brandon
said. “We’re also giving her the day
off.”
Clint thought about his plans to give
his mother’s car a quick washing.
Grandpa is right. That’s not my best.
Mom deserves my best, he thought.
“Our church is having a special
Mother’s Day service tomorrow,” Clint
said. “You mom might enjoy that too.”
Brandon thanked Clint for the invitation. Then he added, “But we don’t
do church—except for holidays and
funerals.”
The two agreed to meet again on
Monday morning at the school entrance. Clint wished he could talk to
his grandfather about how to respond
to what Brandon had said about going
to church.
Clint met Brandon and his father on
Monday morning before class, as
arranged. He directed them to the
principal’s office, where Brandon
would register as a student. As Clint
headed to his class, he was glad that
Brandon was his friend.
In the final weeks of school before
summer vacation, their friendship
grew. As they walked to and from
school, they talked about family,
friends, and future plans. Brandon
talked about his plans for college and
his desire to study medicine. He
hoped he would not have to change
schools again before graduation.
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Some of his father’s past moves had
been rather sudden.
Clint wanted to talk about his Christian faith, Bible truths, and his prayer
life. He wanted to tell Brandon about a
hope that is real—not like a wishfulthinking hope. However, he always fell
short of the words.
If only I knew the right words, like
Grandpa, he thought.
One Saturday afternoon, Clint and
his grandfather were fishing from the
riverbank. Clint told about his struggle
to witness to his friend.
Grandpa surprised him by asking,
“What difference has Brandon made in
your life, Clint?”
“My grades are up. Brandon tells me
he does his studies as soon as he gets
home from school. I used to practice
basketball first. Brandon says he’s too
tired at night to study his best. At first
I got tired of hearing about how he
wanted to do his best.” Clint paused.
“Now I hit the books first thing after
school.”
Clint expected a comment from
Grandpa, but he only nodded in approval.
“Brandon goes to bed no later than
9:00 P.M.,” Clint said, chuckling. “He
gets up early enough to work out and
eat a healthy breakfast before school.
He says that helps him do his best.”
Grandpa still did not offer a reply,
only a pleased nod.
“Now I go to bed early and get up
early!” Clint continued. “I feel better
and think better. My English teacher
said my essay was the best of the
whole class. It didn’t bother me that
some of my friends called me ‘Professor.’”
“Great!” Grandpa exclaimed. “Brandon has made a gigantic difference in
your life!”
“We have a lot in common. We both
collect rocks. Brandon’s display fills a
third of his room.” Clint paused. “He
said something I didn’t know how to
answer, though. He parroted the usual line that some rocks are millions of
years old. Then he claimed some of
them have healing powers.”
“What did you say to him?” asked
Grandpa.
“I—I didn’t say anything,” replied
Clint.
The delay of Grandpa’s answer created another long silence.
“Brandon’s whole family believes
that kind of stuff!” Clint said. “And
they’d laugh at me if I told them God
created rocks.”

Grandpa burst into a chuckle, surprising Clint. “Sounds like a gold mine
of opportunity to me!”
Clint stared, puzzled.
“Who told you God created rocks?”
Grandpa asked.
“The Bible tells me. God tells me.
Dad and Mom tell me. You tell me.”
“Yes! Yes!” Grandpa cut in, smiling.
“You see, Clint, as a believer, you see
through your Heavenly Father’s eyes.
He is truth.”
“I know, Grandpa. The Holy Spirit
abides within me and makes me know
truth. I just don’t know how to explain
that to Brandon.”
“Clint, you really do have a gold
mine of opportunity before you. The
spiritual well-being of Brandon and his
family hinges on their hearing and receiving the truth. Pointing others to
God requires our best. The Bible says
we should do our best at everything
we undertake: ‘Whatsoever ye do, do
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto
men’ (Col. 3:23). How is your prayer
life, Clint?”
Clint hesitated. “I—I suppose all I
pray about are the things I want, like a
wish list. It’s another example of
something being less than my best.”
“In the Bible we read that God
touched the Prophet Jeremiah’s
mouth and gave him the words to
speak (cf. Jer. 1:9). He will do the same
for you because He has chosen you to
point Brandon and his family to Himself. Remember, this is your gold
mine.”
Clint and Grandpa knelt in prayer on
the riverbank. Grandpa asked God to
make Clint a bold witness to his friend.
That night, as Clint climbed into
bed, he knew what he had to do. And
he knew God would enable him to do
his best. ★

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism: The
God of This Generation
(Continued from page 35)

by the language of happiness, niceness, and an earned heavenly reward.
Feeling good about oneself is replacing sin and guilt. Christianity is actively being colonized and displaced by a
quite different religious faith. The potential impact of this worldview shift on
teen ministry is profound. ★
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For Teens Only
Finding the One
BY

OCIETY is filled with references to
“the one.” He or she is that special
guy or girl who supposedly will fulfill all
your romantic dreams, satisfy every relational desire, and take care of every
need. Countless books, movies, and
television shows depict romantic stories in which two souls longing for love
fatefully meet, kiss, and ride into the
sunset to live “happily ever after.”
As a teenager, you may be wondering, When will I meet “the one”? Well,
you certainly are not the first teenager
to ask that question. Millions before
you have quietly stared into space,
dreaming of loving and being loved.
It is only natural to have such desires.
God designed all of us with a need for
relationship. In fact, when He created
man thousands of years ago, He said,
“It is not good that the man should be
alone; I will make him an help meet for
him” (Gen. 2:18). Thus, God created
men and women with an innate need
for each other. That yearning for relationship—that pitter-patter in your
heart—is something God made, and it
serves as a constant reminder that God
has made you to enjoy relationship.
But how should you respond to
these feelings? What is the remedy to
this constant desire for relationship?
The answer that God provides in His
Word is difficult for many, as it requires
a large amount of personal sacrifice.
The quick romances in the media or
in your dreams are a far cry from God’s
desire for relationships. However, the
plan God has for you in this crucial
area of your life is far more beautiful
than any that society and culture alone
can ever offer.
God knows how you feel. After all,
He created you. He also knows the
best things there are to know about relationships, and He has provided
those things in His Word.
Before you set out on a mission to
find romance and relationship, you
need to understand and agree with
some key things God desires you to
live out: finding fulfillment in Him, respecting marriage and family, and appreciating church community.
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FIND FULFILLMENT IN GOD
ALONE
The relentless desire for relationship
that you experience is not unlike other
desires that pull on your heart. Clothes,
food, video games, sports, work, and
money are all examples of things that
promise fulfillment. It is quite easy to
turn to these things as a basis for your
identity and value. In essence, you elevate these things to a position reserved
for God alone, and they become idols.
Relationships can be very dangerous idols as well. If you look for a relationship to fulfill your desires for value
and fulfillment, then you are looking in
the wrong place.
Isaiah 45:5 reads, “I am the Lord, and
there is none else, there is no God beside me: I girded thee, though thou hast
not known me.” No one and no thing
can compare to God. If you are in pain
because you do not feel loved and appreciated, remember that the Lord is
ready and waiting with open arms to be
the One who is your satisfaction and
fulfillment. Let Him, not relationships,
determine your value and identity. Before you begin to think seriously about
relationships, make sure God is your ultimate desire and satisfaction.
RESPECT MARRIAGE AND FAMILY
God created the beautiful institution
that we call “family.” If you take a good
look at how and why God created family, many of the confusing life questions
surrounding relationships and romance
will be answered. For instance, take a
look at Genesis. The opening chapters
describe God’s creation of Adam and
Eve. After God created Eve out of one
of Adam’s ribs, Adam celebrated his
beautiful wife and the relationship they
had, exclaiming, “This is now bone of
my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she
shall be called Woman, because she
was taken out of Man” (2:23).
So, according to the Bible, it is a good
and healthy thing to celebrate feminine
beauty and relationship. However, the
Bible continues by describing the context in which this emotional commitment is to take place: “Therefore shall a
man leave his father and his mother, and

shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh” (Gen. 2:24). The context
for relational celebration is marriage.
Now, this does not mean that you
cannot have emotional happiness before you are married. But it does mean
that God has designed your emotions
and longings for close relationship to be
eventually realized in marriage. Moreover, God designed the family structure
to guide and protect the relationship.
Thus, part of obeying the command
“Honour thy father and thy mother”
(Exod. 20:12) is respecting their opinions and evaluation of the guy/girl who
desires to court/date you. Your parents
know the challenges of growing up;
they give advice, encouragement, and
reproof regarding your relationship
habits because they love you.
This can and should serve as a great
comfort. God knows the hurt that you
feel and the longings you have for relationship. And He has designed an
avenue for those longings to eventually be fulfilled—marriage.
These beautiful truths should guide
the way you approach relationships.
You and your God-given emotions are
valuable—so valuable that it would be
irresponsible to sell yourself out to
someone who does not live out a Godhonoring lifestyle. If someone does not
regard marriage as the goal for your relationship or does not respect the authority and influence of your family, then
he/she is not a suitable recipient of your
affection. But the guy/girl who does
demonstrate respect has taken the first
great step toward being someone worthy of your respect and admiration.
APPRECIATE CHURCH
COMMUNITY
Your involvement with and connection to your local church community
will play a large role in how you develop relationships. God has designed
the church as a place where you can
find help, advice, comfort, and encouragement.
For example, Paul wrote a letter with
several pieces of advice and instruction
to his protégé Titus. In particular, Paul
told Titus to make sure that both older

men and older women were serving as
examples to and actively teaching the
younger men and women (Titus 2).
Paul instructed Titus to “teach the
young women to be sober, to love their
husbands, to love their children, to be
discreet, chaste, keepers at home,
good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not
blasphemed” (Titus 2:4-5).
Not only has God purposed your
physical family to be mentors and
guides in your life, but He has also designed the church to provide similar
help and advice. Thus, it is important
to connect and build relationships with
wise, seasoned Christians in your local church. These friends and mentors
will serve as a source of comfort during times of confusion, and they will
help point you in the right direction
during those times in which you are
desperately searching for answers.
WHAT NOW?
You now have an outline of how best
to approach the subject of relationships: find fulfillment in God, respect
marriage and family, and appreciate
church community. But how do you
practically live this out?
Quite honestly, it is not easy. As a
teenager, I struggled to find meaning
in the Lord alone. Throughout a number of my teenage years, I tried so hard
to find my meaning and value in what
girls thought of me; but that pursuit always left me empty.
During that time, God was eagerly
waiting for me to pursue Him first, above
all others. I finally gave in to the conviction of the Holy Spirit and the wise counsel of my friends and family and turned
to Christ for my ultimate satisfaction.
How broken are you toward God in
the realm of relationships? Practically
speaking, are you seeking God
through prayer and meditating on His
Word, making Him your ultimate fulfillment in life? Are you making marriage
the ultimate goal of your relationships,
above and beyond any emotional and
physical pleasure your heart might desire? Are you listening to and heeding
the influence of your parents? Are you
seeking help from mature Christians in
your local church?
How you answer these questions
will determine how truly purposeful
and sanctified your approach to relationships is. Take heart! God made you
for relationship, and He is ever ready
to help you. ★
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Teen Scene
What School Is Best?
BY

JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN.

Q. My parents have suggested that I
attend a year of Bible college before
enrolling in a university. I prefer to go
directly to a university after high
school. What are your thoughts?
A. You are blessed to have parents
who love and respect you. They have
given you a suggestion but are not directing you, and they should definitely
be respected.
You should keep several things in
mind. First, remember that the Bible
commands children to honor their parents (Eph. 6:1-2). I assume you are a
Christian. Before making any serious
decision, you should seek the will of
your Heavenly Father. All Christians
can ask God for wisdom (Jas. 1:15).
Should the Lord guide you to take
your parents’ advice, consult with
them as you look for a good Bible college. Maintain a positive attitude as
you learn and grow spiritually and
emotionally, realizing that you are
preparing yourself to meet new challenges. You might be surprised to find
that you want to study at the Bible college longer than a year.
On the other hand, if you decide to
enroll in a university after high school,
I suggest that you talk with your parents and youth pastor about this. They
may provide some insights that will
help you understand what is ahead.
When you seek a university, in addition to your area of study, try to find out
what Christian student organizations
are on campus. Contact the people in
charge, and ask how active these
groups are at that campus. Also, try to
determine whether there is a church
nearby with beliefs that are similar to
yours.
Perhaps the university you choose
will not be far away, allowing you to return home several weekends a semester. In that case, you can keep
close ties with the church with which
you are familiar. You also can have discussions with your parents and friends
on a regular basis about what is going
on in your life.

If the university is farther away, you
can use e-mail and the telephone to
keep in close contact with your folks
and friends. This will be especially
helpful during your first semester.
Have a great university career, and
maintain your relationship with Christ!
Q. My school friends think I am weird
because I have promised the Lord to
stay sexually pure until I marry. How
can I help them realize how important
this is?
A. I commend you for following the
Bible’s teaching. Your decision is a giant step forward in the Christian life.
By remaining sexually pure, you can
present yourself as undefiled to your
future marriage partner. That is a great
gift to give. It will help to firmly establish your marriage as you and your
spouse anticipate many years of sharing and joyful service to our Lord Jesus Christ.
In today’s ungodly culture, many will
disagree with you. God’s Word offers
powerful promises, however. One is “I
can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). Another is “There hath no temptation taken
you but such as is common to man:
but God is faithful, who will not suffer
you to be tempted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also
make a way to escape, that ye may be
able to bear it” (I Cor. 10:13). Cling to
God’s promises!
Here are some practical things to
do: First, try to find at least one
Christian friend of your own sex who
will join you in this decision. Second,
ask your parents to pray for you.
Third, cultivate Christian friendships,
and stay away from situations where
Satan could tempt you to sin. God
bless you! ★
If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).
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Boys and Girls
Forgiveness
and Kindness Together
BY

HE smell of baking cookies wafted through the fellowship hall as
the kids scooped dozens of finished
ones off the pans. Other children were
taking pretty plants and attaching
notes of encouragement and invitation
to church. Soon, everything was ready.
First, they took boxes of cookies to
the nearby fire department. The firefighters were thrilled with their treats
and notes.
Next, they set plants with notes on the
front porches of houses near the church.
One lady walking down the street asked
whether they were selling plants.
“No,” replied Susie, “but you may
have one.”
The surprised lady said, “Why, thank
you!”
After returning to the church, Jason
said, “That was fun! I like making people happy.”
“The best part is that with our notes,
they will understand we are sharing Jesus’ love with them. This may point
them to becoming Christians if they are
not already,” said the leader, Mrs. Luce.
As they cleaned up the kitchen,
Susie said, “We have three more kindness activities. I can hardly wait!”
Mrs. Luce and Mrs. Corey smiled at
each other. They were happy the kids
were learning the importance of showing Jesus’ love in their behavior toward others.
“What are we doing next?” Jason
asked.
“Probably something totally boring,” Luke said. He was the one child
whose parents were forcing him to
come to the activities. He would have
preferred to spend his free time playing video games in his room.
“Oh, Luke, think about how you would
like getting fresh cookies,” Twila said.
“I’d rather have a plant,” Luke said
nastily.
Mrs. Luce put her arm around his
shoulders. “Luke, I know you don’t want
to be here, and I’m sorry about that. But
as long as you are here, I expect you to
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cooperate.” He shrugged her arm off his
shoulders and walked away.
The following Saturday, the kids met
to help clean a clothing center for
needy children. Many of the center’s
volunteers were older women for
whom the cleaning was difficult.
Two of the ladies kept looking at the
kids suspiciously every time they moved
an item of clothing. When Susie moved
aside a whole stack of shirts to wipe
down a badly stained table, one of the
women sternly asked, “Here, now! What
are you doing with those clothes?”
“I’m just cleaning under them,”
Susie answered, startled.
“Be sure you don’t take any!” the
woman said.
Luke spoke up. “Susie would never
take anything that doesn’t belong to her.
She’s here because she wants to help.”
The woman eyed him. “Hmm. Well,
we’ll see about that.”
As she walked away, Susie looked
at Luke with tears in her eyes and
whispered, “Thanks!”
Luke grabbed a broom and began
sweeping. As he worked, he heard one
woman say, “I don’t know why those
kids were allowed to come here. We
don’t need them, and I don’t trust
them. You know how kids can be.”
Luke was so angry he almost broke

the broom, gripping it so hard. Then he
remembered the verse Mrs. Luce and
Mrs. Corey repeated to them. He muttered it to himself. “‘And be ye kind one
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ’s sake
hath forgiven you” (Eph. 4:32).
He remembered Mrs. Corey saying
that being forgiving is a part of being
kind. And it was the part he liked the
least. Easing up on the broom, he finished sweeping.
Later, as the kids and leaders ate
lunch at a fast-food place, they discussed plans for the next event.
“I don’t want to go anymore,” Susie
said, downcast.
Mrs. Luce said, “I understand why
you feel that way, but I hope you will
come anyway. We need you.”
“Susie, part of kindness is being forgiving. I’m sorry, but that’s the way it
is,” Luke said.
There was shocked silence around
the table. Finally, Mrs. Corey said,
“Luke, you are so right. And that’s hard.
Not everyone appreciates kindness.”
“But why do some people think kids
are up to something when they try to
be kind or do something nice?”
“Are you ever especially nice to your
parents when you are about to ask
them for something?” Mrs. Luce asked.

All of the kids laughed and began talking about times they had tried that.
“So those two women thought we
just wanted something?” Luke asked.
“I don’t know, Luke, but maybe.”
The following Saturday, the kids
were scheduled to clean a basement
for a handicapped woman.
“Well, at least we only have to make
one woman happy,” Jason said.
“I think she’ll be very happy to have
us help her,” Mrs. Luce said.
When they arrived, the woman ordered them to the basement with strict
instructions about what she wanted
done and what boxes she wanted
brought up.
To Mrs. Luce she said, “And I expect
you to see to it that my basement really is clean when they’re done!” Mrs.
Luce just looked at her. “What?” the
woman said.
“Don’t worry. These children have
given up their Saturday morning to help
you. They don’t have to be here. So you
can be sure they will do a good job.”
The woman looked slightly
ashamed. “I suppose,” she muttered.
As the woman later sorted through
the boxes they brought up before she
had them take them back down, Jason found a feather. He tickled Susie’s
ear with it, and she giggled.
“Here, here! We’ll have none of that!
You’re here because your leaders
made you come, but you will behave
while you are here!”
She continued about how kids were
not to be trusted, how they were selfish, and how she certainly hoped her
basement was clean and none of her
belongings were in their pockets.
The kids were shocked and hurt, as
were their leaders. Mrs. Corey spoke
up. “Mrs. Luce, why don’t you go take
some pictures of the basement with
your cell phone? That way she can see
how clean it is. Kids, turn your pockets inside out, please.”
“No, no. You needn’t do all that,” the
woman said.
“I think it would be best if we did so,”
Mrs. Corey said sternly. “We want you
to know these kids are trustworthy.”
Each child pulled out his pockets for
inspection. Some had tissues or a little change, but that was it. Mrs. Luce
returned with pictures of a clean basement.
Suddenly, the woman began to cry.
“I’m so sorry. Please forgive me. There
are children here on my street who are
not very nice to handicapped people. I
even hired one young girl to sweep for
SPRING QUARTER 2014

me, and she took money off my table.”
“So you’ve had a bad time with
some kids, and that’s why you didn’t
trust us?” Luke asked.
“Yes, and I’m ashamed I judged you.
You are wonderful young ladies and
gentlemen. Please forgive me.”
“I forgive you,” Luke said, hugging
her. Each child hugged her and assured her of their forgiveness.
Back at church, Susie said, “Maybe
those ladies at the clothing place were
treated badly by kids too. Maybe that’s
why they didn’t want us around.”
“It could be. But all of you behaved
there. I would say they now should
have a much-improved view of children,” Mrs. Corey said.
“What’s next, boss?” Luke asked
Mrs. Luce.
“Why, Luke. Are you beginning to
enjoy this?”
“I just like proving people wrong
about kids.” He grinned.
All of the kids laughed. Mrs. Luce
said, “Our next activity will be hosting
a luncheon for the church. We’ll plan
kindness activities for all to do.”
“You mean our parents are going to
have to be kind too?” Jason asked,
grinning.
“Wow! I can hardly wait! After all, my
folks are making me do this,” Luke
said happily.
“Now, Luke, it’s a kindness activity,
not a get-even activity,” Mrs. Corey
said, smiling.
For two weeks the kids worked on
the luncheon plans. They set up stations where people could make kindness coupons promising chores or
meals to others. Another station allowed people to assemble treats for
their mail carriers with a note. Another
let people sign up to prepare a meal for
residents of a homeless shelter.
The day of the luncheon arrived. At
least sixty people came, bringing dishes of good food and excitement about
the activities.
At the end of the evening, Mrs. Luce
said, “We would like to ask if the children involved in this program have
anything they’d like to say about what
they learned.”
After a moment, Luke stood up. “My
parents made me do this. I really didn’t want to, but I soon learned how forgiveness and kindness go together.
And I saw how kindness and forgiveness make a difference in people.”
Grinning, Luke said to his parents,
“So I forgive you for making me do
this!” Everyone laughed. ★

Noah’s Ark

The Opossum
BY

WANDA ERBSE

POSSUMS are the only marsupials (animals whose females
carry their young in a pouch) found in
North America. There are over three
hundred species of marsupials in the
world. Of that number, only about sixty-six species are opossums. Most of
the other marsupials live in New
Guinea, Australia, and small islands in
the Pacific Ocean. Opossums live
mainly in Central and South America,
while the Virginia opossum makes its
home in North America.
The usage of “opossum” first appeared in 1610. It is from the Powhatan language. Today, people often
shorten the name and say “possum.”
The common opossum resembles a
large rat with a white face, long nose,
and coarse fur. The smallest opossums are the size of a small mouse.
Because they raid domestic poultry
and corn, the opossum is often hunted in the South as a pest.
Opossums eat a wide range of
plant and animal matter, including
insects, mice, birds, and frogs, as
well as carrion. They have also been
known to make a meal of apples, avocados, clementines, and persimmons. When their regular food is not
readily available, they adapt to their
environment and eat whatever foods
are available.
Opossums live in a wide range of
habitats, including farmlands, woodlands, and even some city neighbor-
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You and Your Bible
BY

MARY LYNN BUSHONG

Find the words in the list below in the word puzzle. The words may be forward,
backward, or diagonal.
REVEALED TENDER BEAUTY SORROWS GRIEF
AFFLICTED PEACE HEALED LAMB PROSPER
JUDGMENT RIGHTEOUS PLEASURE NUMBERED

Isaiah 53
L
D
G
B
S
D
D
K
V
Z
H
D

J
E
E
E
Q
O
N
E
L
H
E
P

U
R
C
A
L
R
R
N
L
T
B
Z

D G M E
E B M U
A E P Y
U T Y N
M M E O
M T R F
K P L B
R I D G
C O P B
A T W N
H E D S
G J H V

N T
N E
D P
S A
F T
N B
Q M
G A
R L
I N
E W
F X

R
E
L
P
L
E
A
S
U
R
E
N

R
L
D
E
L
A
E
V
E
R
L
Q

G
N
S
U
O
E
T
H
G
I
R
B

Fill in the Blanks
Write the correct word from Isaiah 53:1-12 in each blank.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

“He shall grow up before him as a ______________ plant.”
“He is despised and __________________ of men.”
“He was ________________ for our transgressions.”
“With his ________________ we are healed.”
“A sheep before her __________________ is dumb.”
“Therefore will I divide him a ________________ with the great.”
“He __________ the sin of many.”
“All we like sheep have gone ______________.”

True or False
1.
2.
3.
4.

____
____
____
____

Everyone liked Jesus.
Jesus has carried our grief and sorrow.
Jesus paid the price for all of our sins.
Jesus is described as a lamb.

Answers:
★Fill in the blank: 1. tender; 2. rejected; 3. wounded; 4. stripes; 5. shearers;
6. portion; 7. bare; 8. astray. True or False: 1. F; 2. T; 3. T; 4. T.

hoods. Even though they are known
as ground dwellers, they are good
climbers and enjoy swimming. Like all
other animals, they must be near a
water source in order to survive. Being close to trees provides them a
place to escape from predators. They
make their homes in nests or dens.
Some may be high in trees, but others may be close to the ground in tree
hollows. Still others make their
homes in abandoned birds’ nests, lining them with grass, twigs, and
leaves. Although a female opossum
may let another female into her den,
males and females never sleep in the
same den.
Like other marsupials, opossums
are nocturnal animals, meaning they
sleep during the day and are active at
night. Their keen hearing, eyesight,
and sense of smell help them function well in the dark. They are generally quiet animals, but they will growl
or hiss if threatened. God designed
them with an unusual trait. The saying “playing possum” refers to one
effective method they use to protect
themselves. They curl up on the
ground and play dead, staying perfectly still to discourage predators,
such as dogs, cats, and coyotes.
Most animals will not attack a dead
animal.
Another trick they use to ward off
an attacker is similar to that of the
skunk. They both have glands that
can release a foul-smelling liquid. Although opossums cannot spray the
liquid the way a skunk can, its odor is
bad enough to send many an enemy
away.
In the animal kingdom, some of the
animals, because of their unusual
habits, are not what they seem to be.
When an opossum plays dead, he
fools nearly everyone into believing he
really is dead. Then he gets up and
trots away when danger is past,
whether it is a few minutes or a few
hours later. The praying mantis may
seem to be praying, but in reality it is
waiting for prey.
We often cannot see beneath the
disguises that others wear. We need to
remember that Satan can appear as
“an angel of light” (II Cor. 11:14). We
may be fooled by others if we are not
careful, but God is not fooled.
God’s Word tells us that Satan
seeks to destroy us; so we must “be
sober, be vigilant” (I Pet. 5:8).
Do not be deceived. Read and follow God’s Word. Trust Him. ★

Wit and Wisdom Cartoons
Robert Ingersoll: “Anger is the
wind that blows out the lamp of the
mind.”

Quote-ables
The Eternal Spring
Chester A. Pennington: “You can’t
change yourself by dint of straining effort. But God can change you, if you
give Him a fair chance . . . by giving
Him yourself.”

***
“It is hard for some people to lose an
argument—they always seem to find it
again.”

***
Washington Gladden: “‘But what
can mortal man do to secure his own
salvation?’ Mortal man can do just
what God bids him do. He can repent
and believe.”

***
“Why worry because your hair falls
out? Suppose it ached, and you had to
have it pulled, like teeth?”

***

***
“Thank you, God, for the rain!”

“It may be true that talking will cure
a lot of troubles, but in some cases it
was talking that started the trouble in
the first place.”

John Newton: “Amazing grace!
How sweet the sound, / That saved a
wretch like me! / I once was lost, but
now am found, / Was blind, but now I
see.”
***
Martin Luther: “Our Lord has written the promise of resurrection, not in
books alone, but in every leaf in
springtime.”

***
“Happiness is like a potato salad—
when shared with others, it’s a picnic.”

***
William Penn: “The truest end of life
is to know the life that never ends.”

***

***

“When confronted with a Goliathsize problem, which way do you respond—‘He’s too big to hit,’ or, like
David, ‘He’s too big to miss’?”

Charles Spurgeon: “Morality may
keep you out of jail, but it takes the
blood of Jesus Christ to keep you out
of hell.”

***

***

Pogo: “Gentlemen, we’re surrounded by insurmountable opportunities.”

Andrew Murray: “There is no one
so far lost that Jesus cannot find him
and cannot save him.”

***

***

“Stick to your job until one of you is
finished.”

A. T. Pierson: “Whether we seek
pardon for sin or power over sin, the
sole source and secret are in Christ’s
work for us.”

***

***

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.: “Man’s
mind, once stretched by a new idea,
never regains its original dimensions.”

E. Stanley Jones: “Religions are
man’s search for God. The Gospel is
God’s search for man. There are many
religions, but one Gospel.”

***

***

“When wishing won’t work, work.”

★

—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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“You’re probably wondering why we called
this special building committee meeting.”

Robert Barr: “He brings an eternal
springtime to the human heart.” ★
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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Dad’s Den
Availability: An Important Area
of a Father’s Life
BY

S I write this feature article, many
events are taking place in my life
that are placing demands on my time
and challenging my spiritual calling as
a godly father. As a result of these
events, I have spent much time considering and praying about the concept of being available.
Before I go any further, I must inform
you that I am the father of two children—one thirty-nine-year-old son
and one forty-year-old daughter. Both
of my children are married, and I am
also the proud grandfather of seven
grandchildren. I am sharing this information with you because I am becoming wonderfully aware that older children are still delighted when Dad is
available for a relationship.
This past week, my daughter’s oldest
son started his college education. My
daughter had already experienced having a child go off to college. Her oldest
daughter graduated from college and is
currently studying for her master’s degree. So having a child leave the nest
and begin college was not a new experience for my daughter. But when the
day came for her to take my grandson
to college, my daughter called me on
the phone and shared her heart.
“Dad, I know that you are busy, and
I’m not sure that you can rearrange
your schedule; however, I would really
like you to be with us as we take Austin
to college.” My first and immediate
thoughts were OK. I’m touched by the
fact that you want me with you. However, you have already experienced the
emotions of having a child leave home.
You really don’t need me, do you? You
can handle this one on your own, can’t
you?
I am so glad I did not verbalize those
initial thoughts. Instead, I can still hear
myself saying, “I’ll check my schedule.
I have some meetings on Friday, but I
believe that I can rearrange some
items and meet you at the campus
around two o’clock. I love you.” I heard
my daughter’s immediate sigh of relief,

A
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and I knew that I had made one of the
best decisions of my life.
As a man, I am fully aware of a deep
desire of my heart to have an impact
not only in my work but also in my relationships. In many instances, I try to
gauge my impact by measurable accomplishments: reaching a goal, finishing a project, or bringing home
cards and flowers. Although these accomplishments are honorable, my
stubborn heart continues to learn that
one of the deepest and most lasting
impacts that I can make as a man is to
simply be available to those whom I
love the most in this world.
The more I thought and prayed about
the principle of availability, the more I
wondered whether the term “available”
or any of its derivatives were found in
God’s Word. After doing a concordance
word search, I discovered that the term
is not found in the King James Version.
What I did discover, though, is that the
concept of availability is strongly present, especially in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Philippians 2:5-7 says, “Let this
mind be in you, which was also in
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of
God, thought it not robbery to be equal
with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men.” Historically, these verses teach that in His incarnation, Christ
did not cling to the trappings of deity.
Jesus did not cease to be God during
His earthly ministry, but He did set aside
the heavenly glory of a face-to-face relationship with God. Jesus also set
aside His independent authority. During
His earthly ministry, Christ completely
submitted Himself to the will of the Father. In other words, the Son of God was
completely and perfectly available to
His Father. He humbled Himself and
was willing to do God’s will.
Hebrews 10:5-7 says, “Wherefore
when he cometh into the world, he
saith, Sacrifice and offering thou

wouldest not, but a body hast thou
prepared me: in burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin thou hast no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to
do thy will, O God.”
The historical interpretation of these
verses concentrates on Jesus’ perfect
personal sacrifice for sin. Jesus presented as an offering His body and
blood, and because He was without
sin, that offering satisfied God once
and for all. By Jesus’ perfect offering,
believers are perfected and are being
sanctified. This eternal sacrifice was
possible only because the Son of God
was completely available, willing to die
on Calvary’s cross so that we might
have a life that never ends.
Jesus Christ’s humble availability
was perfectly demonstrated in the
Garden of Gethsemane. Luke 22:4143 says, “And he was withdrawn from
them about a stone’s cast, and
kneeled down, and prayed, saying,
Father, if thou be willing, remove this
cup from me: nevertheless not my will,
but thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him.”
As Jesus contemplated His upcoming death on the cross of Calvary, He experienced intense anguish and sorrow
(cf. Matt. 26:38; Mark 14:34). These
strong emotions were understandable.
As God, He knew in painstaking detail
the events that were to follow soon after He was betrayed by one of His own
disciples. But nothing compromised
Jesus’ availability and willingness to fulfill God’s perfect will for His life.
I find in the heart and life of Jesus
Christ the challenge and encouragement to be a more godly father. He is the
perfect role model of an available and
willing person. Jesus always demonstrated an others-centered life, and He
remains the ultimate example of love.
When children become adults, many
earthly fathers retreat into an isolation
(Continued on page 47)

One Mother to Another
Look, Mom, I’m Learning!
BY

T was a fine spring Saturday. With
four-year-old Amy in tow, I headed to
my college campus, hoping to work on
an art project in one of the classrooms
designated for this purpose. I was happy to spend some time with my blondehaired firstborn, and she seemed content to tag along wherever Mom took
her. All the same, I was not eager to
leave the sunshine and fresh breeze to
spend an hour or two indoors. As we entered the doorway, it seemed we were
the only ones in the building. There were
no lights on, so I began to search with
one hand for a light switch, all the while
holding tightly to my daughter’s small
hand with the other.
I could not find a switch. With a wildly beating heart, I continued to move
along the wall in total darkness. Soon
I became a bit fearful. Assuming Amy
might be frightened also, I began to reassure her that all was well and that we
would find the light soon. The next
words out of her mouth were both a joy
to this mother’s heart and a gentle rebuke from my Lord.
Amy said, “I’m not afraid! The Bible
says, ‘What time I am afraid, I will trust
in thee’” (Ps. 56:3). As my fingers
found the light switch, I silently
thanked God for using this little one to
remind me of a truth I had purposely
set out to teach her.
Much of parenting is done by what I
call “proactive” teaching. This is purposeful teaching that includes the myriad activities that need to become a part
of a growing child’s life—such as teeth
brushing, bed making, or learning the
ABCs. As a Christian mother, I also desire to follow the biblical principle found
in Proverbs 22:6, where we are instructed to “train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it.” For me this includes
proactively teaching foundational truths
from God’s Word before my child can
even talk and encouraging Bible memorization when she can talk. Scripture is
profitable for instruction in righteousness even for the little ones (II Tim. 3:16)!
But a parent may also teach in a way
that could undermine her purposeful
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teaching. Proactive teaching is not the
only way my child learns about life and
living. She is also learning from my example. I call this “reactive teaching.” In
the anecdote above, it was God’s loving prompting (through my child!) that
kept me from reactively communicating an entirely different message from
the one I had been teaching proactively. To fear is human, but our response to fear needs to be spiritual.
Several years later, something happened that perfectly illustrates the idea
of reactive teaching, or teaching by example. We were living in an Asian country as missionaries. During the first several years living abroad, there were
many stressful times as we worked at
adjusting to a new culture with a whole
new variety of attitudes and expectations. One area of major adjustment
was driving in traffic. It seemed the rule
of the road was the bigger the vehicle,
the more “right” it had to the roadway.
One day we were driving along, minding our own business, when suddenly a
large cement truck came barreling out
from a side road in front of us. My husband maneuvered the car, expertly
managing to avoid an accident. About
that time, a small voice from the backseat could be heard shouting out, “Stupid cement truck!” It was our toddler
son. I wonder where he learned to say
that? Much to our dismay, we were reminded again that children learn things
that we do not actively set out to teach.
Our son had learned to yell at other drivers. Obviously, we did not want our son
to grow up learning road rage! But our
previous poor reactions had been undermining what we did want to teach.
Recently I heard this question
posed: “When does a couple need to
start preparing for marriage?” The lecturer was trying to make the point that
the time to begin is not after the engagement but before. However, I submit that your children are preparing for
marriage and parenting during their
childhood years. Whether we like it or
not, we are daily instilling in our children principles for every relationship
they will encounter. What we need to

ask ourselves is “Am I imparting godly truths or worldly attitudes?”
In Philippians 4:9, the Apostle Paul
told the Philippian Christians, “Those
things, which ye have both learned,
and received, and heard, and seen in
me, do: and the God of peace shall be
with you.” The things they learned and
received were those things he had
proactively taught—spiritual truths
from God. There were also things they
saw and heard from Paul—things they
learned by watching his example. He
was aware that these spiritual children
of his were learning from watching,
and he was not ashamed to encourage them to follow.
It seems a daunting task! No mother wants to be remembered for the
wrong things she has taught, even unintentionally. I once heard a person recounting memories at her father’s funeral. She told how he had had the
kids hunker down in the backseat so
that they only had to pay for two tickets at an event! It would be much better to be faulted for going overboard in
teaching honesty and truth.
Since the task is not an easy one, we
as children of God must first be careful to do as Colossians 2:6-7 says: “As
ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built up in him, and stablished
in the faith, as ye have been taught,
abounding therein with thanksgiving.”
You cannot teach by your example
that which you have not yet incorporated as a part of your own life.
There is no substitute for saturating
your own life with God’s Word, daily
clothing yourself in Christlike virtues (cf.
Col. 3:12). As you do that, the Holy Spirit will enable you to model the kind of reactive teaching that you desire your
children to follow. The Apostle Paul stated it this way: “For our gospel came not
unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much
assurance” (I Thess. 1:5). The result was
clear in verse 6: “And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord.”
Teach your children proactively and
reactively. They are learning! ★
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Family Life

Five Virtues of Money-Wise Families
BY

O matter what stage of life we are
in, we can be smart in money
matters. If we focus on five biblical
virtues, we will be able to manage our
God-given resources and money
wisely.
These five moral qualities or traits
are essential to our financial well-being. As we utilize these virtues, we can
be on our way to more prosperous
lives.
As parents, we can teach our children the importance of having these
qualities. We can get them ready for
the next stage in their lives.

N

INDUSTRY, OR HARD WORK
In Genesis 2 we read that after God
made Adam, He placed him in the Garden of Eden. Adam had a beautiful
place he could call home, with flowing
water and food that was plentiful. Was
he told to sit back and take it easy?
No. God placed Adam in the garden to
be industrious, to work and take care
of it (vs. 15).
Consider that before Adam disobeyed God and sin entered the
world, God instructed Adam to work
the garden. Man was not to live a life
of idleness.
There is a saying that “luck is the
idol of the idle.” People who sit idly by
are hoping for something good to
somehow show up. They are wishing
for their ship to come in. Inactive
wishes go nowhere.
The Bible repudiates laziness and
idleness. “The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing” (Prov. 13:4).
A slothful and idle person will go hungry (19:15).
In contrast, Proverbs 12:11 says
that he who works his land will have
abundant food. There is a link between
working and having enough bread to
be satisfied.
The term “work ethic” used today
comes from the phrase “Protestant
work ethic.” German sociologist and
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philosopher Max Weber coined the
phrase, observing that the Protestant
faith and ideology went hand in hand
with economic growth.
In his book The Protestant Ethic and
the Spirit of Capitalism, Weber observed that the Protestants worked
hard, saved, and accumulated capital.
He observed hard work and thrift during his visits to America in the early
1900s. He believed that the dynamism
of the Western society was attributable to the Protestant work ethic. He
saw a link between a people’s spiritual life and the economy.
Character is preeminent in economics. All of us can show excellence in
our work. When we know how to do
something well, we can enjoy our
work.
For Christians, work becomes a
means of serving God. We are not (ultimately) working for an earthly master. All of us can work and thereby
serve God—fathers, mothers, and
children.
Are we training our children for work
or for leisure? We can provide a generational legacy of honoring God
through hard work and self-discipline.
RESPONSIBILITY, OR
DEPENDABILITY
When we show responsibility, we
recognize that we are to be trustworthy and accountable for our actions.
Parents play an important role in
teaching their children to be responsible. Parents instruct them in ways that
mold and shape them to be dependable citizens. Good parents set general rules, teaching respect and order.
Children learn the importance of being
accountable to others.
Solomon talked about the rewards
of teaching our children responsibility
and discipline: “Correct thy son, and
he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall
give delight unto thy soul” (Prov.
29:17). Even a two-year-old can begin

learning to be responsible by putting
toys and belongings away.
Irresponsible people prefer to be
accountable to no one. They often
come up with excuses for neglectful
or wrong behavior. Too often selfishness and irresponsibility are linked
together. People run afoul of the law
or are in dire financial circumstances
as a result of their neglectful tendencies.
When it comes to money matters,
studies show that there is a clear relationship between the parents’ money
management skills and their children’s
handling of money. Practices and attitudes at home are often caught more
than they are taught.
DILIGENCE, OR PERSEVERANCE
“Diligence” is defined as “persistent
application to one’s work or duty; persevering effort.”
One does not find diligence in
someone who is content to meet the
bare minimum standards. An employer does not want to hire someone who
works just enough to get by.
The author of Ecclesiastes gave
some strong advice: “Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might” (9:10).
In his book The Salt-Cellars, wellknown preacher Charles Spurgeon
commented on the quaint saying “Diligence is the mother of good luck.” He
said, “For the most part, the man who
prospers is capable, industrious, and
persevering.”
King Solomon had a lot to say about
diligence. He wrote that diligence is a
person’s precious possession and
that the diligent prosper (Prov. 12:27;
13:4). Moreover, he wrote, “The
thoughts of the diligent tend only to
plenteousness; but of every one that is
hasty only to want” (21:5). Steady
plodding brings prosperity, but being
hasty (acting too quickly) brings
poverty.

Budgeting for future needs is a good
example of showing diligence. People
may say they cannot budget because
they do not have enough money to
budget. However, we can and must
have a spending plan for the money
and resources we do have.
Do we show careful effort in whatever we do? When we are diligent, we
carry on persistently with work or duties. We faithfully carry out what needs
to be done.
PATIENCE
Patience is demonstrating quiet endurance. It is also defined as being
able to calmly await results.
Patience is an admirable virtue of inner strength. In the book Wings of Silver (Petty, Gibson), we read that “patience is the finest and worthiest part
of fortitude. Patience is not passive;
on the contrary it is active; it is concentrated strength.”
When we are patient, we are composed and calm about the issues at
hand. We are not easily flustered.
When we are not patient, we find it
difficult to wait for things. We find it
hard to wait for what we want or anticipate.
It turns out that patience can be
good for us. James 1:4 says, “But let
patience have her perfect work, that
ye may be perfect and entire, wanting
nothing.” Patience may seem bitter,
but its fruit is sweet.
We are patient when we save our
money month after month for a large
purchase. We are patient when we
save for the long-term. When we patiently save our money or resources,
we learn to delay gratification.
We can develop patience in our children and deter them from impulse purchases. When they talk about things
they want, have them make a wish list.
Then a few days or a week later, review
the list together. Children can decide
which items they still want to buy or receive as gifts. Sometimes they may
decide they do not want or need
something after all.
It has been said that the trouble with
people today is that they want to get
to the Promised Land without going
through the wilderness.
HONESTY
Several years ago I had a conversation with Joey, a seven-year-old, about
the importance of telling the truth. I
talked about the benefits of telling the
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truth and being truthful in all that we
say and do.
Joey listened intently; then he
replied, “My mom says that it’s OK to
lie. She says that everybody lies!”
Joey’s mother clearly failed to teach
her son the importance of living life as
an honest person. We hear about “oldfashioned” honesty, but apparently
dishonesty has a long genealogy too.
Some people have not learned that,
in the end, honesty pays. Proverbs
21:6 says that dishonest gain will never last; so why take the risk? Persons
of good character are honest with
everyone and in their dealings with
others. Proverbs 11:3 says that a good
man is guided by his honesty, while
the evil man is destroyed by his dishonesty.
Living honestly is defined as living
“in a manner that is not given to lying,
cheating, stealing, etc.; not characterized by falsehood or intent to mislead;
giving or having full worth or value;
performed or earned in a conscientious manner.”
Honesty is a matter of right and
wrong. It is a matter of saying and doing the right thing.
People who are straightforward and
honest with others do not have to worry about a faulty memory. Since they
are consistently honest, they do not
have to worry about getting caught.
Families should avoid being
dragged down by dishonesty. When
filing taxes, reporting income, and
making business transactions, honesty is the best and in fact the only policy.
In conclusion, when families practice these five virtues—industry, responsibility, diligence, patience, and
honesty—they can expect to have
fewer money concer ns. Putting
these virtues into action can make
the difference between struggling to
survive financially and living contentedly.
SMART MONEY MOVES FOR NEW
PARENTS
If you are a new parent, you are
probably enjoying your children’s
younger years of life. At this stage,
families have new financial needs to
consider. Here are three essential
ways you can plan for your family’s
well-being.
Make a will. If you do not have a will
yet, draw up a simple one.
A will enables you to designate,

within limits, how you want your assets distributed. You can also identify
a guardian for your underage children
in the event that anything happens to
you and your spouse. If you die without a will, the courts may have to make
the decisions regarding your estate
and your children’s future. Without a
will, there is no guarantee that your
preferences will be followed.
Set up a trust. You may want to draw
up a family trust if you have considerable assets. A trust offers several advantages a will does not offer. One advantage is that you can have more
control over how you want your estate’s assets distributed. For example,
money can be left to your children in
increments when they reach a certain
age instead of all at one time.
Buy life insurance. Life insurance is
usually the last thing on earth a person
wants to buy in life, but it is too late to
buy it later. Review your insurance
coverage to make sure the amount is
sufficient to provide for your family.
The objective of life insurance is to
benefit those family members who
cannot provide for themselves. It protects the family’s income and net
worth should a breadwinner die.
Therefore, the risk of loss is passed on
to the insurance company. Insurance
payments differ according to your ideal level or your minimum level of provision.
Enjoy the days when your children
are young. At the same time, be sure
that your family is provided financial
protection and peace of mind should
anything happen to you or your
spouse. ★

Availability: An Important Area of a
Father’s Life
(Continued from page 44)

that damages both themselves and
their children. I want to encourage fathers to remain available for meaningful relationships with their adult children. As you emulate the heart and life
of the Saviour, I can promise you that
you will experience a fullness of heart
that is unrivaled. So the next time the
phone rings and your child is on the
other end, rejoice. You are in for a magnificent experience! ★
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First Word in Ministry
(Part 1)
BY

TUDY ’N SHARE is an example of
what God can do when a few
women prayerfully commit to a ministry
to which God has led them. It has four
goals: Reaching out through evangelism; edification; fellowship and warmth;
and Bible study and application.
This ministry was born in the heart of
one woman thirty years ago. “God gave
me a burden for ladies to gather together in an informal setting to study God’s
Word, use their spiritual gifts, and fellowship with other ladies,” said Carol Kuehner about the women’s study at Calvary
Church, Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
When she was twenty-three, Carol
was invited to a Bible study and was
fascinated by the way the leader
opened the Word each week. “Because of her love for the Scripture, she
communicated so well with us.”
The women shared needs, and the
leader prayed with them. Carol left
feeling much closer to the Lord than
she had in a long time. “Although I was
saved at age four in a backyard Bible
club, I did not totally surrender my life
to the Lord until this women’s Bible
study changed my life,” she said.
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TIME AND PRAYER
That’s when Carol’s burden began for
women to get together to study and pray.
Encouragement came from an aunt
whose church was doing that very thing.
She was excited and sent Carol a lot of
material. Carol worked on this for about
a year, trying to adapt it to her church.
Mostly young women came, and at
first Carol thought that is what it would
be. “But the Lord had different ideas. I
had a lot of doubt that this program
could even come off because it had
not been tried here.”
SEEK WISE COUNSEL
The night before she went to see the
pastor, Carol read this verse: “Behold,
I have set before you an open door,
and no man can shut it” (Rev. 3:8). “I
just knew the Lord was in this and it
would go,” she said.
The pastor could not have been
more excited and supportive, and the
church board immediately agreed.
There were no barriers.
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FORM A SPIRITUAL CORE/CARE
GROUP
“Pastor Crichton suggested I set up
a group of women to help, including
older and younger women. This was
very wise because it was a good mix
to put together. We worked on it for
about five or six months until it began
in September 1983.”
The women’s ministry is a shared
one. Nine women make up the core
group—women who are committed to
honoring the Lord and standing on the
unchanging principles of the Bible.
The group continually reevaluates
their ministry, seeking God’s blessing
and guidance on all matters. They aim
for variety, not wanting to have the
same program two weeks in a row.
Some of the program leaders are
also part of the core group. Tracy leads
the singing. Eileen became moderator
for the first part of the program, enabling these women to use their gifts
in ways that were not possible in other church services.
BASIC PROGRAM
Although scriptural standards do not
change, programs do. The program begins in much the same way each week:
fellowship and meeting new people; a
love gift; and personal testimonies of
what God is doing. The love gift is an
item such as a plant, stationery, or a
craft that one woman gives to another
for a variety of reasons.
There is informal singing of praise
choruses. The group places a lot of
importance on this to prepare their
hearts to worship the Lord. A book review or devotional is presented.
A lot of prayer goes behind these
thirty- to forty-five-minute openings.
The core group arrives early to pray for
the morning’s program. Alice taught
them much about the importance of
prayer—the strength of the program.
For the next hour, they have Bible
study and prayer. A variety of Bible studies are offered each semester covering
these topics: Old or New Testament;
God; life of Jesus; marriage/family; Bible
characters; spiritual life; personal
growth; Bible introduction and doctrine.

BENEFITS AND BLESSINGS
Some women have husbands who
will not attend church. Through this
program, they have fellowship during
the week to minister to them. Women
also need the opportunity to talk about
their concerns.
At the final program one year, a
woman shared testimony of coming to
know the Lord. Several other women
have also come to know the Lord
through the program. Some who have
been away from God have been brought
back into fellowship. They are accountable each week to study the Word and
be with other Christian women.
Women bring friends and neighbors.
Many come through publicity on the radio or in the newspapers; a number of
them do not attend church services.
The group tries to keep the dress informal, but no matter what the women
show up wearing, all are accepted.
CHILD CARE
Mothers must feel comfortable with
every aspect of the child-care program. This is of utmost importance to
the success of the ministry. A lot is involved in the nursery, where as many
as eighty-five children may receive
care. “We thank God for each faithful
child-care worker who teaches and
shows the love of Jesus to children.”
Some women give their time to the
nursery every year and help in a variety of ways—like Betty, who brought
stories and songs. Without them, the
younger women would not bring their
children. When it was needed, a love
offering was taken during the main
program to pay for nursery staff.
About ten years into the daytime
program, an evening Bible study was
started for women employed outside
the home during the day.
Only Jesus Christ would take one
program and use it to minister to such
a cross section of ladies—young, old,
saved, unsaved, single, married, widowed, spiritual babes and giants—
from various backgrounds.
“It has been exciting to see women
develop strong, caring relationships as
they study the Bible, share needs, and
pray for one another,” said Carol. ★

Elisabeth: Chosen by God
BY

O be chosen by God—what an
honor! Whom does God select?
“Not many wise men after the flesh,
not many mighty, not many noble, are
called” (I Cor. 1:26).
In love and mercy God rescues the
fallen, restores hope, and rewards the
faithful. Thus, He chose Elisabeth to
glorify His holy name. His marvelous
plan had perfect timing.
For years this godly woman had
known failed expectation. However,
“all things work together for good to
them that love God” (Rom. 8:28). In
Luke 1 we catch a glimpse of that marvelous promise being fulfilled. Elisabeth, a priest’s daughter, was married
to Zacharias, a priest. They were
“righteous” and “blameless” (vs. 6),
but they had no children. Elisabeth
was barren. Their prayers for a child
remained unanswered.
Now, having grown old, their hopes
had faded. In those days, being childless held a social stigma. Who was at
fault? Was it because of an unknown,
unconfessed sin? They must have had
questions.
Elisabeth’s life, private and public,
had revolved around serving the Lord.
Prayers, obedience to God’s laws,
temple ordinance—in these she had
been faithful. Why had God not
blessed her with a child?
Yet that prolonged disappointment
did not cause Elisabeth to stumble.
She continued to trust in God’s goodness and wisdom.
Adverse circumstances did not stir
up rebellion. Elisabeth daily lived for
God, even though the times were difficult. Israel was under Rome’s iron
heel, and wicked king Herod was on
the throne. Yet the sovereign Lord is
able to restrain all evil and work according to the counsel of His goodwill.
Soon He would bestow a special
blessing on Elisabeth.
In the temple, Zacharias was busy
with his assigned duty—to burn incense and pray. Outside in the courtyard, a crowd had assembled for worship. Surrounded by an incense cloud,
Zacharias suddenly realized he was
not alone. Gabriel, the angel of the
Lord, was standing by the altar.
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Zacharias was troubled (Luke 1:8-12).
The angel said, “Fear not, Zacharias:
for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife
Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and
thou shalt call his name John” (vs. 13).
This son would bring joy to his parents and others. John’s message from
God to the Jews would be to repent
and be baptised. Many would turn to
the Lord, their Messiah.
But Zacharias lacked faith. He wondered how he and Elisabeth could
have a son in their old age. The priest
needed a sign.
Doubt always grieves the Lord.
Thus, Gabriel rebuked Zacharias:
“Thou shalt be dumb, and not able to
speak, . . . because thou believest not
my words, which shall be fulfilled in
their season” (Luke 1:20). Afterward,
Zacharias could not bless the waiting
crowd as before. He tried to describe
the vision using hand signals.
A faithful Lord would give Zacharias
and Elisabeth the promised son. But
during that waiting period, there would
be unwelcome silence in the home.
Elisabeth would miss hearing her husband’s voice, especially during family
prayer and the reading of God’s Word.
That must have caused her grief; yet
she remained thankful and full of joy!
God had chosen her to be the mother
of a special son.
For five months Elisabeth was in
seclusion (Luke 1:24). Was this because of excess modesty? Did she
want to avoid questions and curious
stares? Perhaps she used that time for
prayer, plans, and preparation.
Meanwhile, Elisabeth’s much
younger relative, Mary, was with child
through the Holy Spirit. God had chosen her to be the mother of His Son.
What a blessed privilege! Although
many years apart in age, Elisabeth and
Mary had a close bond in the Lord.
Now both were to be miracle mothers
by God’s amazing grace!
Mary decided to visit Zacharias and
Elisabeth in their hill-country home.
Upon her salutation, Elisabeth’s unborn child excitedly responded to the
unborn Christ Child. “The babe leaped
in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled
with the Holy Ghost” (Luke 1:41). She

felt no envy, only joy that God had chosen Mary to be the mother of His Son.
“Blessed art thou among women, and
blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And
whence is this . . . that the mother of
my Lord should come to me?” (vss.
42-43). Elisabeth felt unworthy of
Mary’s visit, but she warmly welcomed
her relative into their home.
Was this residence large and multistoried? The Bible does not say. The
priests and their families lived off of
temple tithes and offerings. They received sheep, oxen, corn, wine, oil,
and wool for their needs (Deut. 18:15).
In that era, houses were built of
hand-hewn stone blocks or baked
mud-straw bricks. The foundations
were stone, and roofs were flat and
covered with brush. A few small windows were set high up in the walls.
These did not supply much natural
light. Usually, pottery oil lamps were
kept burning. The basic wooden furniture—table, benches, and bedstead—
was simple in design.
The hill-country setting may have
provided extra comfort. Mary’s visit
lasted three months. The women
shared much personal news.
After Mary returned home, the time
came for Elisabeth to give birth. The
Lord was a very-present help.
On the eighth day, neighbors and
cousins arrived for the circumcision
event. They wanted to name the
newborn Zacharias, but Elisabeth
objected. “Not so; . . . he shall be
called John” (Luke 1:60). They signaled the father to choose. On a writing tablet, Zacharias wrote, “His
name is John.” Immediately, “his
tongue loosed, and he spake, and
praised God” (vss. 62-64). Lost hope
had become reality!
Today God chooses mothers for a
very special work—to teach their children from the Bible to obey, pray, and
love Jesus. In these uncertain times,
the need is urgent and the hour late.
May each mother accept this challenge. The Lord will provide wisdom,
patience, and strength. Then, in glory,
those chosen, faithful mothers will
have a rich reward! ★
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An Indiana-Michigan Trip
BY

JUDY CARLSEN

A flower quilt garden in Nappanee, Indiana

HERE are so many interesting
sights to see in our beloved United States! God has given us a wide variety of places to enjoy.
If you live outside the Midwest, you
may be unfamiliar with “Michiana.”
Natives of northern Indiana and southwestern Michigan live so close to each
other that the area has become known
by this combination name. Michiana is
where we begin our trip.
You may be surprised to learn that
northern Indiana has a U.S. National
Lakeshore, managed by the National
Park Service. The lakeshore runs
about twenty-five miles along the
southern shore of Lake Michigan. The
park has a wide variety of land forms,
plants, and animals. There are prairie,
woods, bogs, marshes, forests, and
the famous sand dunes. More than
two million visitors come to the dunes
yearly. It is a day-trip that Chicagoans
like to take to get away from the city.
One hour east is South Bend, Indiana, location of the world-famous University of Notre Dame. This beautiful
campus features dormitories that look
like churches. The school is, of course,
home to the Fighting Irish football team.
Just forty minutes farther east begins the Amish area, often called Heritage Trail. Horses and buggies and big
farms elicit feelings of stepping back in
time. It is not unusual to see teenage
Amish girls in their plain dresses riding
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on bicycles built for two.
Nappanee, one of the larger towns in
the area, features Amish Acres Restaurant, with family-style meals and
friendly waitresses. Stores feature
handcrafted wooden items such as
toys, quilts, and homemade baked
goods and fudge.
A summer feature of the Heritage
Trail area is a series of flower quilts.
This beautiful project began in 2008.
There is nothing like it in the U.S. Seven communities plant a total of seventeen gardens made to look like colorful quilts squares. There are also
seventeen murals on the exterior walls
of businesses in the towns. It is fun to
get a map of the displays and take pictures of them as you discover their
beauty throughout the area!
About forty minutes south of this
area is Winona Lake. This town was
home to evangelist and former professional baseball player Billy Sunday.
Grace College houses a museum dedicated to him. Also featured is Homer
Rodeheaver, who led the singing at Billy Sunday’s crusades using his trombone like a baton to direct the music.
Mr. Rodeheaver later was famous for
editing hymnals.
An hour’s drive north is Elkhart.
Known as the RV (recreational vehicle)
capital of the U.S., Elkhart also manufactures musical instruments. Wellfield
Botanic Garden is worth a visit. Situat-

ed around a pond, there are gorgeous
flowers, planted by color, as well as
small sculptures. Ruthmere Mansion is
an interesting place to tour for its beautiful architecture and antiques.
Traveling north along Lake Michigan
about two hours, we arrive at Holland,
Michigan. Neli’s Dutch World, just outside of town, is a great introduction to
the Dutch culture. A twenty-five-bell
carillon sounds as visitors enter the
lovely gardens of tulips, canals, and
windmills. Visitors can watch artisans
make wooden shoes and delft pottery.
They can also enjoy watching college
students in traditional Dutch costumes do folk dances. Watch out for
flying wooden shoes when they kick
up their heels!
About forty minutes northeast is
Grand Rapids, hometown of the late
President Gerald Ford. His presidential museum is a must-see, with its displays about the turbulent times of the
late 1970s.
We also enjoyed a tour of the Meyer May House, designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright. Like most of Wright’s
houses, this one looks modern with its
spare and seemingly simple furniture
and architecture—but it was built back
in the early 1900s.
The John Ball Zoo is small, but it has
some great animal displays. We especially liked the colorful parakeets and
playful chimpanzees. It is a good zoo
for young families to visit, since it is
compact in size.
Not to be missed in Grand Rapids is
the Frederik Meijer Gardens and
Sculpture Park. It is a widespread area
decked out with all kinds of flowers
and trees. Various sculptures of all different kinds are displayed throughout
the area. One of the most magnificent
is a twenty-four-foot statue of a horse.
Originally designed in line drawings by
Leonardo DaVinci, the sculpture was
crafted by a modern artist and seems
almost alive.
Heading northeast about two and a
half hours, we arrive at Frankenmuth.
This side trip is somewhat out of the
way but is well worth it. Holland was
the Dutch culture; Frankenmuth is the
German culture. The town calls itself
Little Bavaria. The main street features
the Cheese Haus, with a giant plaster
mouse out in front. There is a clock
company that displays many cuckoo
clocks. Zehnder’s Restaurant touts
family-style chicken dinners and calls
itself the largest family restaurant in
the U.S.

back in time and a
tribute to American
inventions.
If you enjoy animals,
you will want to drive
about a half hour north
to the Detroit Zoo. Do
not miss the otters.
They are a show all by
themselves. Then take
a twenty-minute drive
to Bloomfield Hills,
where the Cranbrook
Academy of Art and
Museum of Natural
History reside in lovely
gardens. These smaller, not so well-known
places are good to visit if you are in the area.
If you visit the area
on the third Saturday
of August, you will see
a classic car event—
the Woodward Dream
Horse statue in Frederik Meijer Gardens and
Cruise. About 1.5 milSculpture Park, Grand Rapids, Michigan
lion spectators come
every
year to see the
The best feature in Frankenmuth for
world’s largest one-day automotive
me is Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland.
event. Forty thousand classic cars from
Bronner’s is the largest Christmas store
around the world come to Michigan to
in the world—about one and a half footcruise Woodward Avenue. Spectators
ball fields in size. If you are looking for a
bring their lawn chairs and settle in to
particular Christmas item, this store has
watch and applaud these well-kept renit! And it highlights the true meaning of ovated cars. It is the ultimate classicthe season—Jesus’ birth.
car-lovers’ event. Where else but in DeTraveling south to Ann Arbor about troit—home of the U.S. auto industry?
one and a quarter hours, we can see
After all the excitement and congesthe University of Michigan and its huge tion, it is good to get away from the city
football stadium, “The Big House.” and travel north about one and a quarThe largest stadium in the country, it ter hours to Port Huron. Located on
seats 109,901. On game day, you will Lake Huron, this town is a major border
hear a tremendous roar from that foot- crossing via the Blue Water Bridge to
ball-loving crowd!
Sarnia, Ontario, Canada. It used to be
About an hour east is Comerica an easy crossing to go out to lunch or
Park, where Detroit Tigers baseball just sightsee for a few hours in Canada,
reigns. A fan can watch the game on but these days you need your passport
big-screen TVs from sidewalk cafes or to come back into the U.S.!
take a ride on a giant Ferris wheel or
Located right underneath the bridge
carousel. It is a fun place to be—not in Port Huron is the Thomas Edison Deyour typical ballpark.
pot Museum. This actual depot is where
Close by is the Henry Ford Museum a teenage Edison boarded the train as a
and Greenfield Village. If you enjoy liv- “news butcher” in the early 1860s. Ediing history, you will not want to miss son earned money to buy chemicals for
this place. It will take a whole day to his experiments and inventions by sellsee everything. Over one hundred his- ing newspapers on the train each day as
toric buildings were moved there, in- it traveled back and forth to Detroit.
cluding Thomas Edison’s lab from
Our last stop is only about thirty-five
New Jersey and the Wright Brothers’ minutes north of Port Huron. Lexingbicycle shop from Dayton, Ohio. You ton is also located on the lake. A weekcan see a 1950s Oscar Meyer Weinerend destination to get away from the
mobile and a real Model T Ford. There city, Lexington is a small, bustling
are working farms from the 1880s and tourist town. People enjoy shopping
skilled artisans to watch. It is a step as they walk up and down the streets.
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Summer is the busiest time. Free concerts, called Music in the Park, take
place every weekend in a pavilion right
on the beach.
Wimpy’s Place is famous in the area
for its greasy hamburgers. They are
rather small, so it is easy to eat two. Do
not forget the onions!
The beach at Lexington is exactly
how you picture a beach should be. It
has lovely white sand and a playground area for the children. There are
boats of all sizes on the beautiful blue
water, along with jet skis and waterskiing. Do not be deceived, though.
The water of Lake Huron is always
cold! Children play in the water near
the shore, but only the hearty dare to
actually swim in this lake.
Many weekenders have cottages
right up the path from the beach. This
is the quiet part of the beach, where
one can pick up shells and colorful
rocks as well as feed the seagulls leftover bread crumbs.
If you make it to Lexington on the
Fourth of July, you are in for some
treats. Every year there is a parade,
featuring bands, fire engines, and
floats not only from the Lexington area
but also from Canada. Before the parade begins, a soloist will sing “The
Star Spangled Banner” and then “O,
Canada.” It is a wonderful time of celebrating the friendship our two counties have. A couple of bands stand out
from the others—some with bagpipers
wearing kilts and one sporting top hats
and tuxedos. As with many smalltown parades, participants walk along
the parade route, handing out candy.
Another special feature of the Fourth
of July is the fireworks display. Because
of its location along the coast, Lexington fireworks originate from a special
boat out by the breakwater. The fireworks last at least forty-five minutes,
attracting spectators from the whole
area. There is nothing like sitting on a
docked boat on a hot summer evening,
watching fireworks explode in the dark
sky above your head!
Our tour began with the dunes at the
waters of the southern coast of Lake
Michigan in northern Indiana. We have
seen parts of northeast Indiana as well as
places in the southern half of Michigan.
We have seen a wide variety of cultures, from college towns to the
Amish, who have chosen to live the
simple life. We have delved into the
Dutch and German cultures, enjoying
the differences and the similarities.
(Continued on page 61)
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What Will Heaven Be Like?
BY

LL of us need a hope for the future
that will bring us through the inevitable trials and sufferings that life
brings. Without hope, one may experience depression, despondency, and
other ailments.
Faith in Jesus as Saviour brings
hope that nothing in this world can
take away. Believers are assured of
going to heaven to be with God and to
live forever in His presence.
The Bible says, “And I saw a new
heaven and a new earth” (Rev. 21:1).
In both Hebrew (shamaim) and Greek
(ouranoi), the biblical references to the
heavens are usually in the plural. They
include the atmosphere, the starry universe, and God’s dwelling place. Paul
was caught up into the “third heaven”
(II Cor. 12:2).
When saved people die now, they
evidently go to a place beyond the
starry universe. Jesus prepared the
way by atoning for sin. Before His sacrifice and resurrection, the believers
went to Sheol.
Revelation 21 refers to a time after
the resurrection of the saints and sinners. The setting is after the great
white throne judgment that follows the
millennial kingdom. The time evidently is that mentioned in I Corinthians
15:24: “Then cometh the end, when he
shall have delivered up the kingdom to
God, even the Father.”
This eternal state described in Revelation 21 and 22 is of great interest to
those of us who expect to spend eternity in heaven. You can make sure that
you will have a part in heaven by placing your faith in the finished work of
Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary.
The salvation you obtain by simple
trust includes an existence in that new
heaven and new earth.
The city called the New Jerusalem is
described in fabulous terms quite beyond our imaginations. It will be made
out of materials of great value. It will be
large and full of people. It will enjoy the
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presence of God and include His radiance.
In that city will be none of the
plagues of earth. It will have no tears,
no death, no sorrow, no pain, no darkness, no crime, no deceit, no theft, no
fear, no false religions, no drugs, no
hunger, no thirst, no loneliness, and no
depression or oppression. The list of
bad things that will be missing but not
missed goes on and on.
The good things will include God’s
presence, light, food, drink, satisfaction, fulfillment, comfort, company, fellowship, beauty, value, glory, health,
security, activity, and freedom.
My imagination starts to run wild as
I think of the promised good things. I
am chagrined at the way worldly writers make fun of the concept of heaven and picture it as merely sitting on a
cloud and playing a harp. I doubt that
any two days will be alike in God’s domain.
We know even from observing nature that God can make an infinitely diverse and beautiful array of living creatures, including both plants and
animals. We know that God is a Creator with purpose and meaning. His
heaven, earth, and city will be filled
with purpose and meaning. All will be
ordered, and our lives will be purposeful, useful, and functional. Our activities could include playing harps,
singing, and participating in ceremonies but likely will involve much
more than those things.
The throne room in heaven is pictured in Isaiah 6:1-4, Daniel 7:9-14,
and Revelation 4:1 through 5:14. The
creatures portrayed before God are
symbolic in their forms and are engaged in purposeful activities.
It seems clear that no day with God
will be boring. The psalmist gave a hint
of this, saying, “At thy right hand there
are pleasures for evermore” (Ps. 16:11).
Follow Jesus if you want a good time,
happiness, joy, pleasure, fun, and ex-

citement. One of the devil’s worst lies is
that you have to give up all those things
when you get saved. Jesus is the way
to those items. Follow Satan if you want
to be miserable, poor, oppressed, depressed, obsessed, and worse.
Heaven will be filled with love, the
most valuable commodity known to
man. We all want to be loved, and God
is love. An important evidence of His
love is what He has prepared for us in
heaven. We will be the objects of His
eternal love and be secure in it. God’s
love will satisfy our hearts as nothing
else can.
In Isaiah 65:17 the Bible speaks of
God creating a new heaven and a new
earth. The Lord tells the sinners, “My
servants shall eat, but ye shall be hungry: behold, my servants shall drink,
but ye shall be thirsty: behold, my servants shall rejoice, but ye shall be
ashamed” (vs. 13).
He speaks further of singing for joy
of heart. Nothing can thrill us as much
as the prospect of heaven. Is anything
else as worthy as the theme of our
songs and praises? Heaven and the
things associated with it cause us to
lose sight of all the troubles that beset
us here on earth.
Romans 8:18 is to the point: “The
sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.” That
hope, that certain future of heaven,
sustains us throughout our life here in
this old world.
The distressing side of this good
news about heaven is that our friends
and relatives who do not believe in Jesus are lost and will miss out on all its
blessings. Before it is too late, we
need to get out there and tell them
about it and how to obtain it.
We need to persuade them to enter
the ark of safety. We should work constantly to bring them to the only true
Way, to the One who is the ladder to
heaven that Jacob saw. ★

Christians as Salt and Light
BY

CHRISTIANS AS SALT
Jesus said, “Ye are the salt of the
earth: but if the salt have lost his
savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it
is thenceforth good for nothing, but to
be cast out, and to be trodden under
foot of men” (Matt. 5:13).
Our Lord used the fact that good
salt had preservative and seasoning
properties as an illustration of His followers. He commands us to be the
salt of the earth in terms of being a
preservative, protecting lives from
spoilage or decay by proclaiming how
people can have eternal life. We are
also a seasoning, offering additional
flavor to lives around us with a ministry of encouragement to distressed
people.
Being the salt of the earth also
shows that believers are a restraint
upon the world’s corruption. Unbelievers are often kept from evil deeds because of a moral consciousness that is
traceable to Christian influence.
Jesus also alluded to one of the impure complex salts of Palestine that
can lose its saltiness through physical
disintegration or through mixture with
gypsum. Such salt indicated the
anomaly of a useless believer, one
who tries to please two masters, Jesus
and self, living just like people in the
world (cf. Matt. 6:24).
Several different uses for salt are
disclosed in the Bible. A common association with food in the life of the
ancient Near East is intimated by
Job’s query, “Can that which is unsavoury be eaten without salt?” (Job
6:6). Salt adds flavor to food, and
Christians should add spiritual flavor
to life.
The sacred use of salt is seen in
connection with the ceremonial offerings in Israel’s worship of God.
Salt was to be mixed with the meat
offering (Lev. 2:13) and in later times
was sprinkled on the burnt offering
(Ezek. 43:24). It was a commodity to
be kept on hand in the temple (Ezra
6:9).
According to Hebrews 13:15-16
and I Peter 2:5, Christians worship
God by offering spiritual sacrifices to
Him. They sacrifice their time to minster to others and offer praise and worship to God.
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The expression “covenant of salt”
(Num. 18:19; cf. Lev. 2:13; II Chron.
13:5) refers to an ancient custom of
confirming an enduring pact between
parties by eating food. This is a practice still continued in our day by the
Arabs, who say “There is salt between us” after eating with another
person.
Christians enter a covenant of salt—
an agreement entered by “eating” the
Word of God—in which they submit to
the lordship of Jesus Christ and remind people of Christ in both their
words and their actions.
The adversaries of the Jewish returnees from Babylon claimed loyalty
to the Persian king by saying, “We
have maintenance from the king’s
palace,” which in the original language literally says that they ate “the
salt of the king’s palace” (Ezra 4:14).
Christians “eat the salt” of another
King, claiming fidelity to the King of
kings.
CHRISTIANS AS LIGHT
Jesus said, “Ye are the light of the
world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on
a candlestick; and it giveth light unto
all that are in the house. Let your light
so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:1416).
Because they possess Christ, who
is the Light (John 8:12), believers function positively to illuminate a world
gripped by spiritual darkness. Christ’s
light should shine forth publicly as
Christians interact with people in the
public arena. It should also be displayed in our individual, private relationships.
Christ rose from the dead to “shew
light unto the people, and to the Gentiles” (Acts 26:23). That light continues
today in the gospel, “for God, who
commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ” (II Cor. 4:6).
The light shone in Paul’s heart as he
wrote his second letter to the Christians in Corinth as a faithful proclaimer

of Christ. That light was the knowledge of the glory of God as displayed
in the face of Christ—who came not
from an earthly tabernacle but from
the glorious presence of God in heaven itself (cf. John 1:2, 14). We are able
to proclaim Christ effectively only as
His light shines in our hearts and is
then reflected to those to whom we
minister.
Jesus called Himself “the light of
the world” (John 8:12; 9:5; cf. 12:46).
In His glorified resurrection body, He
appeared to Paul in a shining light
(Acts 9:3; 22:6; 26:13) and to John in
a vision of a glowing figure (Rev.
1:12-18).
For the believer, the appearance of
the light of Christ displays God’s love
for us through His Son. Thus, true life
in the light involves keeping Jesus’
commandments, such as loving one’s
brother (I John 2:8-11), avoiding sin,
and fellowshipping with believers
(1:6-7). To walk in the light of Christ is
to reflect Christ to everyone you encounter.
Psalm 119:105 declares, “Thy word
is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path.” “Thy word” and the
“light” are identified as Christ in John
1:6-7, 14, where it states, “There was
a man sent from God, whose name
was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light,
that all men through him might believe. . . . And the Word was made
flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth.”
Christ is the true light, the real
light, the ultimate reality. As the light
that “shineth in darkness” (John 1:5),
He came for every man (vs. 9). But
many rejected the light because it
exposed their evil (3:19-20). To those
who accept Him, He becomes the
“light of life” (8:12; cf. 12:36). Those
who reject Him lose purpose and
truth, for they walk in darkness
(11:10; 12:35).
The duty of believers is clear—to put
on the “armour of light” (Rom. 13:12;
cf. Eph. 6:13) and to “shine as lights in
the world” (Phil. 2:15; cf. Matt. 5:14). In
this way, they will turn men “from darkness to light” (Acts 26:18). ★
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Witnessing Through Poetry
BY

HEN I was first introduced to poetry, I was sure that any other
kind of reading was more exciting than
the long, boring, sleep-inducing poetry that we were required to read for
high school literature. I dreaded those
stanzas we had to memorize for
recitation in front of our bored,
drowsy-looking classmates. For that
reason, poetry had no appeal to me
until later in life, when I discovered religious and inspirational poetry.
Poetry is writing that is more “elevated” than our normal manner of
speaking. For instance, we do not
write personal or business letters with
poetic expressions; however, when
we want to relate our feelings on a serious or humorous level, poetry becomes instrumental. We are then free
to play with words, even using grammar, phrases, and sentences incorrectly (poetic license). When our
thoughts are put on paper, they can
encourage and inspire others.
Poetry dates back to the Old Testament. Actually, Psalms, Ecclesiastes,
and the Song of Solomon are classified by Bible scholars as poetry books.
King David was one of Israel’s most
beloved and well-known poets. His inspirational poems (Psalms) are read as
daily devotionals, even by nonbelievers.
Greeting card verses and hymns
can also be poetic. Many songs are
written in stanzas that almost always
rhyme. Some of the oldest poetry is
sung in churches every Lord’s Day.
Many of these songs were written as
far back as the 1500s, and they still
witness for Christ today. The next
time you sing a song, read its verses
and discover how beautifully poetic it
is.
With that said, ask yourself, Do I
like to write? Do I desire to write poetry? Can I write spontaneously? Do
I have a knack for words and for putting phrases together in an inspirational and encouraging format?
Would I like to share my writings with
others?
If you answered yes to these questions, the following tips may help you
get started. Each day, set aside quality time in a quiet, comfortable, peaceful setting where it is only you and your
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thoughts. Writing first thing in the
morning can be quite effective. The
mind is fresh, and the body is relaxed.
To begin, compose verses that are
simple, easy to understand, and short
(four to eight lines) and that inspire introspection.
Poetry does not have to be grammatically correct in order to touch
the heart. It only needs to be written
thoughtfully, sincerely, and clearly.
Pen words that relay feelings of genuine love and compassion, with the
reader’s interest at heart. Remember, poetic expressions are neither
for nor about the poet. They are for
the reader.
Keep your language simple. Do not
use big, dictionary-searching words.
Most people are of average intelligence, so keep this in mind when
tempted to unload your dictionary on
them. It confuses readers when they
are breezing right along and come to a
word they have never seen. That just
might be the end of their poetry reading, so it is often recommended to aim
for an eighth- or ninth-grade level
when writing poetry.
Do not be too critical of your writings. A poet is not always his best critic. Allow your readers to judge your
verses. Each person’s writing style is
different. There is no one way to express what can be said. We are unique
personalities; so is our writing. The
goal is to be ourselves. How do you
write? What are your favorite words
and expressions? What images or pictures do you like to paint in the reader’s mind? What thoughts or ideas do
you wish to convey?
There are many ways and opportunities to use poetry to witness for
God’s glory. The Internet, Web sites, ebooks, e-mail, and other social media
have taken poetry mainstream. Poems
are read (sometimes for free) online,
downloaded, and shared via e-mail for
any number of reasons and occasions.
Poetry readings are excellent, nonthreatening venues to witness for
Christ. If they are held in a park or another neutral setting, no doubt the
crowd would include those who could
be introduced to Christ for the first
time. Many may attend these gather-

ings who would never read the Psalms
or go to church. Plan a poetry reading,
and invite your unsaved family and
friends.
More people attend church at Easter and Christmas than at any other
time. These two “high” Christian holidays are ideal for reciting poetry. Poems can be added to skits, plays, cantatas, and church and Sunday school
bulletins.
Personal letters and (believe it or
not) obituaries are good places for
beginners to share their poems.
Many traditional Christians still use
poems in programs and in memorials. Funeral home directors and the
family of the deceased may request
poetry for their loved one’s obituary.
Some newspapers and magazines
have religious columns that may accept poetry.
Anthologies accept all genres of poetry, including religious; so do poetry
book publishers and poetry contest
sponsors. A shared Web site
(equipped so that fellow poets can
post their poems and invite others to
read them) can also be a blessing.
Those who are homebound or who
live in restricted facilities may welcome a positive diversion from their
daily reading routine. As a last resort,
you can always approach a perfect
stranger and, with a warm, friendly
smile and a kind demeanor, say,
“Would you take this and read it when
you have time?”
While poetry can be used to witness
for Christ, many poets may not realize
that reading poems is not nearly as
popular as reading newspapers and
magazines, texting, and talking on cell
phones. Poets must be aware that poetry competes with television and other electronic media, with their instant
and hi-tech entertainment. But competition is good. It forces us to do our
best.
Even with these twenty-firstcentury competitors, well-written,
spiritually uplifting poetry can fill the
void for many who are seeking a
deeper and more fulfilling meaning in
life. Christian poets can use modern,
electronic devices to share with the
world the gifts God has given
them. ★

What’s Missing in the Church Today?
BY

E in North America live in unusual times. It seems to me that we
have never seen so much unrest, outright rebellion, and disregard for what
is foundational and true than we are
seeing in the twenty-first century. True,
these attributes have been present in
the past, but today they are displayed
more openly and considered acceptable.
It is unfortunate that what we see in
the culture eventually finds its way into
the church. This is not true of all
churches, of course, for some still take
a solid stand on the foundational standard that the Bible is the sole basis for
faith and practice. Nevertheless, I
have observed a parallel between our
culture and the church that has been
growing and becoming ever more obvious. This phenomenon involves unsubmissiveness to authority or outright disobedience.
When I was asked to consider the
responsibility of a congregation in relationship to the pastor, one verse immediately came to mind: Hebrews
13:17. This verse contains two present
tense imperatives (commands), and it
reads this way: “Obey them that have
the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls,
as they that must give account, that
they may do it with joy, and not with
grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”
Wow! That is quite a contrast to what
we are seeing today in just about every
venue.
As mentioned, Hebrews 13:17
contains two imperatives in the
Greek. These commands are quite
unpopular in our culture and are too
often missing in the church: “obey”
and “submit.” Both of these verbs
are also in the present tense. This
tense indicates that the congregation
is to continually practice obeying and
submitting. These commands are not
to be turned on and off like a light
switch. Nor are these commands relevant for the things we like about the
church or the leadership, but then
not relevant for those things we do
not like. These commands, across
the board, mean we are to obey and
submit to the authorities God has
given to the church.
People today do not like this verse.
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But the fact of the matter is that it is in
the Bible and is applicable to the
church today. Why are people so repulsed by this instruction? The answer
is simple: rebellion and self-autonomy
are in the heart of every human being.
No one wants anyone telling him what
to do or what not to do. This fact is obvious even in our first parents. Even
though they were sinless prior to the
Fall, the temptation was too alluring
for them when Satan encouraged
them to rebel against the Creator’s authority (Gen. 3). Rebellion against authority—any authority—has been at
the heart of sin ever since. It is what is
not missing in too many churches today.
Surely this is one reason God gave
the instructions He ordained in
Matthew 18:15-17. By outlining the
steps to take in the case of a sinning
brother who persistently refuses to
make things right, Jesus was implicitly warning that rebellion against authority in the church would be an issue
to grapple with. And it is.
God has ordained orderliness, authority, and oversight in all three primary institutions of any given society:
the home (Eph. 5:22-23; 6:1-3), the
church (Heb. 13:17), and the government (Rom. 13:1-7). The woes of modern life, especially in Western culture,
have much to do with a resistance to
these authorities. In the home, many
wives find it old-fashioned and unbearable to submit to their husbands,
and children are increasingly becoming more rebellious toward the authority of their parents. In the civil arena,
such as in the United States, outright
rebellion is widely tolerated and in
many circles even celebrated. Just
take the months-long protests rebelling against Wall Street in 2011 as
one example.
This same rebellious spirit has come
into the church as well. In reaction to
the authority of the Bible and the
church, whole new groups have
formed in recent years. Today, especially in some of these groups, it appears that anything goes as long as it
caters to the whims of people who no
longer want the definitive boundaries
that the Bible and pastoral leadership
provide.

What can God’s people do to stem
the tide? What can individuals do to
contribute to a return to sound-mindedness and rationality in the church
today? First, we need to recognize
the sin of rebellion in our hearts. How
do we do this? We must reembrace
the biblical truth that the Bible is the
sole basis for faith and practice. We
must read it and study it. And we
must confess the sin of any beliefs
and practices found to be contrary to
clear and properly expounded biblical truth.
Second, we must encourage our
pastors to preach the whole counsel of
God without compromise. If your
church is not firmly teaching and practicing the truth that the Bible is the sole
authority for faith and practice, find a
church that does. Join it; support it
with giving, attendance, and service.
Encourage your pastor as he preaches God’s truth. Encourage him both
verbally and with notes.
Third, we must listen to, obey, and
submit to the authority of our pastors,
emptying ourselves of self and submitting with joy. The implication here is
not to submit blindly, glibly, or to the
whims of ungodly men. Instead, we
must search the Scriptures and submit
to the clear teaching of God’s Word.
If you are not certain that a particular injunction is a clear truth from
God’s Word, study it thoroughly. You
can also humbly and graciously ask
your pastor to help you understand
it.
Hebrews 13:17 highlights two interesting results when God’s people
obey and submit to those who have
the rule over them. First, the work of
the pastor becomes one of joy. There
is a lot of joylessness in the pastorate
these days. Many pastors have finally left the ministry because the grief
of leading “God’s people” is too burdensome. Second, it is profitable to
the church when its members obey
and submit to those in authority over
them.
What is missing in the church today
needs to be reinstated. We need to see
a return to obedience and submission
to those whom God places in authority over us! ★
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The Goodwill Rescue Mission
BY

N the nineteenth century, the Spirit of
God was moving America to a renewed sense of God’s grace and love.
The church was experiencing new
growth, and Christ was once again being seen in a life-changing ministry of
revival in our nation.
In this spirit of revival, hearts were
being moved in great numbers to a renewed experience in Christ. At this
time, God raised up men of faith, filled
with His Spirit, to preach the unchanging message of a new life found
only through the Cross of Christ. Many
of these servants of God, men such as
Billy Sunday, Dwight L. Moody, Rodney (Gypsy) Smith, R. A. Torrey, and
Harry A. Ironside, to name just a few,
will always be remembered. Through
them, God remembered His people
with a fresh outpouring of His grace to
bring healing to the broken lives of
those who had lost all hope.
It was in this era, in the year 1896,
that Robert F. Ballantine felt the compassion of God upon his heart to do
something for men whom society had
written off as hopeless. God also
called other men with the same burden to band together with him to form
a ministry to meet this cause. This
ministry would be known as the Industrial Home for Men, later renamed
the Goodwill Rescue Mission (GRM).
The power of this ministry would be
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based not on a man’s ability to change
but on God’s Spirit within him to create a new life and a new man.
Over the years, this goal has never
changed. Its foundation has always
been the power that would create new
men out of old, worn-out ones. Its focus would always be on God, whose
power would bring this ministry into
the twenty-first century. And to this
day it is still staying the course, with
the goal—the salvation of men—never changing.
Throughout the history of GRM, God
alone has always met the expenses of
the ministry. By doing tasks around the
mission, the men have always shared in
meeting the expenses of the work, and
this continues as well today.
Goodwill Rescue Mission sees its
ministry as meeting the needs of the
whole man by providing an opportunity to be productive. The men learn a
new lifestyle and live with the responsibility of meeting daily needs in a
practical way.
Early in the ministry, men would participate in meeting the daily expenses
of the ministry by using horses and
wagons to collect used articles to be
sold or to be used for the immediate
needs of the mission. The mission
continues to train the men in the responsibility of helping to raise the
funds for the ministry’s daily needs.
As the world has entered into a new
age of electronics,
new needs have been
added to what is considered essential in
life, setting higher
standards for the men
of the mission. Many,
having dropped out of
school, are now finding that suitable employment is almost impossible to find with
their limited skills.
In 1980, God raised
up a man who was a
product of addiction
and homelessness.
He had been reduced
to begging for change
on the streets of Atlantic City, New Jersey, and had reached
Goodwill Rescue Mission street front

the bottom. But once he found God’s
mercy and His touch of love, he surrendered his life to Christ and was
born again.
Along with his new faith in Christ
came a God-given burden for other
men who were living as he once had.
The man desired that they too might
find God’s saving grace and surrender
all to Him. Through his vision, he
opened the door for a program especially developed to teach both academics and the love of Christ.
God’s presence could never be denied in the program, and the work of
the Lord was being fulfilled. The mission was now serving 1,700 meals a
day in its soup kitchen. It would also
serve up to 120 men enrolled in the recovery program and another 100 to
150 men in an emergency services
shelter.
Who was this man? His name was
Rev. Lee Schmookler. Lee fulfilled his
mission and passed into the presence
of God at age fifty-eight. The ministry
has missed this good and faithful servant.
Nevertheless, GRM continues with
the same goals and mandates, which
are to call men from death to life and
to offer new hope to any man who has
none. The mission will give him an opportunity to acquire a high school
diploma, thereby bolstering his ability
to find employment that otherwise
would be denied him because of his
limited education.
Many men have taken advantage of
this opportunity and have grown both
academically and spiritually. Some have
not stopped at just the basics but have
continued even further, earning a college degree. They are now able to enter
the workforce in responsible positions.
Let me tell you about one man I have
known and counseled who came to
the mission with a background that no
one would ever have believed could
be rehabilitated.
His life was one of continual run-ins
with the law. Armed robbery was not a
stranger to him. He had been in and
out of jail more times than he could remember. Those who knew him considered him incorrigible. They would
never have held out any hope of seeing him become successful in the eyes

of society but figured he would spend
his whole life in and out of jail.
When he came to the mission for the
first time, he turned his life over to the
new authority—Jesus Christ. He now
had positive hopes for victory. He was
moving on to a better hope for his future.
After he had put in the required
hours for basic duties, he was given a
position of advanced responsibility in
the mission’s kitchen. He seemed to
be on the road to victory and success
in a newfound faith in Christ. But then
his old heart reasserted itself, and he
began to show signs of relapse. Before long, he left the mission and went
out into the world. He was soon swallowed up by his old habits of sin.
The Lord allowed him to feel the
pain of his sin once again. But God
was not finished with him. In a jail cell
he heard the voice of God calling him
back to the love that forgives and
heals the burdened heart of sin.
Returning to the mission, he was
now ready to be honest with God and
surrender all to His will—this time in
sincerity and faith. He quickly regained
his focus and earned his GED (high
school equivalency diploma). He then
continued his education, earning a degree at a local college. Today he
stands as a living testimony among
the men, who see him as a role model
and a new hope for them to follow.
As GRM looks to the future, Executive Director Ron Schober has set specific goals. First, he wants to reach out
more effectively to people of the surrounding community to establish a

closer relationship between them and
the men. When the men of the mission
see God at work meeting the daily
needs of others through the love of
Christ in family settings, they will be
encouraged to trust Him more.
Second, he would like the Emergency
Service Program to be more effective by
giving men who are not yet ready for a
program commitment an opportunity to
build a foundation of trust in Jesus
Christ through personal contact, thus
helping to point them to the Cross and
faith in Christ’s atonement.
Last but by no means least, he
wants to foster a true attitude of worship. Here lies the heart of the mission—to bring all men to a saving
knowledge of Christ as Saviour.
Most of the men who come to
Goodwill Rescue Mission have never
even heard the name of Jesus Christ
except as profanity. We in the Christian community need to see that it is
not just other nations that need to hear
the message of salvation. It is also
needed in our own country, where
there are a vast number of people who
have never heard about God’s plan of
salvation. At GRM the men are being
told, maybe for the first time, that love
is not lust and hope is not a lottery
ticket; instead, love and hope are
found in a new life in Christ.
Many have never been able to relate
to honesty. They have lived in a society whose philosophy is Me First—
where deceit and greed are a way of
life, motives are always in question,
and every transaction is done with
suspicion of motive and integrity.
GRM has a program not just to rehabilitate a man but
also to give him a
fresh, new start in life
by providing him with
a place to live, good
food, and leaders who
care for his soul.
The discipleship program is a nine-month
commitment, but it is
not limited to a set time.
If a man needs to stay
longer, he is encouraged to do so.
Here he is helped to
develop skills that will
prepare him to maintain a productive life,
to be diligent in his
job, and to be honest
in his commitment to
his employer and to all
Director Jerome Wright counseling Kevin Russell
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authority. He is taught by example and
not just lectures. He sees this not only
in the leadership but also in men who
have been there for a length of time.
He will also learn new skills, such as
the use of the computer, which is almost a necessity in our age. He will be
shown how to put together a résumé
and other skills needed in looking for
employment.
After they have fulfilled the requirements of the program, some men
choose to stay on in a limited capacity of employment. They choose this
for different reasons. One man may
feel that he would like to give back to
others the same warmth and love that
he received. He wants to help others
find victory for their lives. Some may
just believe that a little more time
around the people of God will
strengthen them in their personal walk
with the Lord and better prepare them
when they do move on.
Some have even found a career in
serving the Lord at GRM. When checking the roster over the years, it can be
seen that many have found their place
in a permanent position of service.
Some have moved on to other Christian services and even to pastorate positions. This not only can happen; it
does happen. And it will continue to
happen when God’s people have a
heart for those who need to find Christ.
What can you do to help? First of all,
you can pray. God moves through the
power of prayer; when God’s people
pray, miracles happen. The Apostle
Paul knew that if the gospel was to be
effective, the church needed a foundation of prayer. Therefore he wrote,
“Continue in prayer, and watch in the
same with thanksgiving; withal praying also for us, that God would open
unto us a door of utterance, to speak
the mystery of Christ, for which I am
also in bonds” (Col. 4:2-3). The apostle needed the prayers of the faithful so
that the work that God had assigned
to him would be fruitful.
While GRM solicits your prayers,
your gifts of love are also needed. Jesus told Peter that he would find money that was needed in a fish’s mouth
(Matt. 17:27). God can supply the
need in many ways, and maybe God
has put the burden of such a need in
your heart. As Jesus said (Matt. 25:3140), when you do this for His needy,
you have done it for Him. ★
For more information, or to make a
donation, visit www.grmnewark.org.
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The New Birth Is Everything
BY

S I look back now on thirty-seven
years since my conversion, I can
still feel the power of the new birth. It
has been thirty-seven years of training, preaching, and ministry. Yet
standing above everything is the day
when, as I sat at my mother’s kitchen
table, God awakened my heart to see
the truth and glory of the Lord Jesus’
power to save a lost sinner.
I was spiritually sensitive as a child.
We were a churchgoing family, though
not Bible readers. I learned the catechism of the church as a child, and looking back on it now, I see how this was
beneficial. For example, I came to accept certain truths, like the deity of Jesus, the holiness of God, the story of the
Cross, and my own sinful condition. All
this was good. The trouble was that I did
not understand how this was supposed
to touch me personally.
Consequently, I did not understand
salvation by grace through faith. As I
went into my teen years, I vacillated between trying to be a good, responsible
young man and fitting in with the crowd.
I set my search for God aside and lived
for myself and my accomplishments. I
had a great desire to learn—but primarily in order to make money and have a
“good” life. I had no assurance of salvation, and the judgment of God worried me. I knew I was a sinner.
During the spring break of my first
year of college, I came back to my
hometown for a visit. I had made a
mental note to look up a certain high
school friend I had heard disturbing rumors about. For example (he was still
a senior in high school), I heard he was
carrying around a Bible and had left his
church to attend a “Bible-thumping”
church. I could not figure this out—no
one did stuff like that in our hometown!
When I looked him up one evening,
we had a long talk about salvation. He
stressed Ephesians 2:8-9, that we can
be saved through simple faith in the
Lord Jesus by grace. This did not
make sense to me at first. It contradicted the religious convictions I had
developed, and it seemed too good to
be true. After several hours of fruitless
discussion and some arguing, he finally said, “If you don’t believe me,
read the Bible for yourself!”
Well, that was a novel thought! I had
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college. However,
for some time it did
not occur to me to
consider any kind
of long-term vocational ministry.
I went on to law
school after university studies were
over. That had been
my plan. It was there
that God brought
me to a new understanding of His will
for my life. I had begun to have longer
devotional times. I
was reading deeper
Dr. Jeffery J. VanGoethem preaching
devotional material,
never read the Bible for myself. So I went studying the Bible diligently, and seekhome at about 11:00 P.M. on March 15, ing God in prayer. Through this God be1975, and looked for a Bible on my fam- gan to show me how much I loved His
ily’s bookshelves. I found a red Gideon Word and how trivial every other pursuit
“hotel type” Bible—I guess someone in seemed. To make a long story short, I
our family had “borrowed” it from a ho- left law school in the first year, got martel! I began to read the Gospel of John, ried, and went on to Dallas Theological
which my friend had suggested. By the Seminary.
I have now been preaching for thirtime I got to John 5:24, “Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth my word, ty years. I am in my third pastoral loand believeth on him that sent me, hath cation. I pastored for the better part of
everlasting life, and shall not come into a decade in a couple of rural churches
condemnation; but is passed from death in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan,
where I am from. Next, I pastored for
unto life,” I was born again.
almost twenty years in a midwestern
I felt the power of Jesus’ forgiveness
college town, which was a wonderful
wash over me, and I knew I was saved.
experience. And now I am in Dallas,
The Word of God had gone straight to
Texas, in a more urban setting.
my heart. I trusted it. God saved me. I
I guess I have preached about four
was very excited. The very next week, thousand times since coming out of
the girl I had been dating came to Christ seminary. About fifteen years ago, I beas well (she later became my wife).
gan to get invitations to preach in other
Over the next couple of years we saw countries. This has become one of my
a good number of young people in our great joys—preaching to souls who are
home area experience the new birth as hungry, just as I was so many years ago.
well. God was working; it was a touch
My great love is to study God’s Word
of revival. We had sweet meetings, and proclaim it without compromise. I
boldness in evangelism, and a clear do not want to change the message, for
sense of the presence of God. A good it is the message that changes us. I was
number from those early days have changed by the Word of God. God used
been out in various ministries over the that experience of saving me as I was
years as the result of this awakening.
reading God’s Word to give me a powI quickly began to grow in the Lord. erful confidence in that Word. I have
That summer, some older men in our never gotten over the new birth, and I
community discipled me. I soon dis- am still hungry for God’s Word. My only
covered I had a gift for organizing and sadness is that this life is too short to
presenting biblical material. I led some truly master and preach all of it!
Bible studies and taught some Bible
Because I was saved in a season of
classes in the remaining time I was in
(Continued on page 61)

A Christmas Hymn in Spring
By

AST month, I visited Arlington National Cemetery. On previous visits, I had worked to get the perfect
iconic photo of a guard directly in front
of the Tomb of the Unknowns as he
walked his twenty-one steps on the
black mat. This time was different,
however, because this time the guard
walking the mat was our son.
Four of our children serve in the military. When we have visited the cemetery in the past, we have contemplated the possibility of one of our boys
being buried there. Often referred to as
the Garden of Stones, Arlington is precious real estate reserved for those
who have given the most precious gift.
Not far from the tomb, very near
Robert E. Lee’s mansion, is another
tomb honoring unknowns. This much
less heralded location is the burial
spot of 2,111 Civil War dead.
By the time the Civil War ended in
April 1865, after four years of harrowing battle, from 620,000 to 700,000
Americans lay dead. President Abraham Lincoln was murdered within
days. And many of the men who survived to return to their homes were
maimed.
As was true of many parents and
family members, the father of one
wounded young man, Lieutenant
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PFC Seth Wymer on guard duty at the
Tomb of the Unknowns
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Charles Appleton Longfellow, Army of
the Potomac, had been through a lot
himself by the time the Civil War ended. Lieutenant Longfellow’s father was
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
H. W. Longfellow was fifty-eight
years old at the end of the Civil War. He
had been born the second of eight
children in Maine and was quite bright,
beginning school at the age of three.
Henry’s childhood summers were
spent at his grandfather’s farm, but the
idyll of his youth was cut short when
his favorite sister, Elizabeth, died of tuberculosis.
Off to Bowdoin College at only fifteen years old, Henry submitted his
original poetry to magazines and
newspapers, hoping to be published.
In one eighteen-month period he had
forty poems published.
Ultimately, Henry became a professor and married his childhood friend,
Mary Potter. He was fluent in nine languages and did much textbook translation work. He despised correcting
papers.
After only four years of marriage, his
beloved Mary died after miscarrying
their only child. Henry’s professional
successes were dimmed by his personal sorrow. The cares of life grew
heavier.
Eight years later, Henry married
Frances Appleton. The couple was
blessed with six children. But when
Henry was forty-one years old, their
beautiful young daughter Fannie,
named for her mother, died.
Henry’s sense of loss was growing,
and his sorrows were accumulating.
But the worst was yet to come.
On a July day in 1861, nearly three
months after the Civil War began,
Henry’s wife, Frances, gave their children haircuts. After putting some hair
clippings into an envelope to save them,
she sealed the envelope with wax. In the
process, her dress caught on fire.
To spare the children from the flames,
Frances ran to Henry’s office. Henry
used a throw rug to try to extinguish the
fire, but the rug was too small for the
task. Henry threw himself on his wife to
put out the flames. His face, hands, and
arms were badly burned; Frances survived only until the next day.
By the time of the first Christmas

without his wife, Henry had grown a
beard to cover his burns. During that
holiday season in 1861 he wrote,
“How inexpressibly sad are all the
holidays.”
On Christmas 1862, Henry wrote, “‘A
Merry Christmas’ say the children but
that is no more for me.” His sorrows
hung heavy and long, and he wore a
gloom the holiday could not penetrate.
The next year, however, even more
sorrow befell Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow. In November 1863, his
son Charles was critically wounded in
the battle of New Hope Church, Virginia. Lieutenant Charles Appleton
Longfellow was shot under the shoulder blade.
But the truth of the Living God broke
through to the heart and mind of Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow. By the Christmas of 1864, only one year later and a
season before the end of the Civil War,
Henry wrote a hymn we cherish.
The context of Henry’s life colors the
meaning of his words as we sing:
I heard the bells on Christmas day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
I thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along th’unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.
And in despair I bowed my head:
“There is no peace on earth,” I said,
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men.”
Yet pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men.”
Then ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day—
A voice, a chime, a chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

Henry’s gloom was broken, and the
dark cloud lifted. His written words
have uplifted many a heart in the years
since 1872 when a gifted songwriter,
J. Baptiste Calkin, prepared a tune to
accompany his poem.
Henry’s words became a hymn sung
worldwide in both homes and churches. He lived to be seventy-five years
old, dying in 1882. Perhaps he got a
glimpse of the impact his poem would
have upon generations yet to come.
Indeed, “God is not dead, nor doth He
sleep.” ★
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Christian Education
Five Teaching Analogies
BY

N analogy is a statement expressing some similarity between two
dissimilar items. For example, we may
say, “Jen is as quiet as a mouse.” Obviously, Jen is not a mouse, but the two are
similar in sharing the trait of quietness.
Analogies are wonderful tools to
help us understand concepts in life.
They shed light on a topic and open up
our understanding in a greater way.
Bible teaching is a multifaceted ministry, so one analogy will not suffice. In
this article we explore five analogies
with teaching to give us a clearer picture of our task.

A

THE TEACHER AS A GARDENER
A Bible teacher shares some similarity with a gardener. Consider these
questions about a gardener.
• Can a gardener make a plant or
flower grow? No. No matter how much
a gardener tries, he or she cannot
make a plant grow.
• So how does a plant grow? A
botanist could give us a precise scientific answer, but it is enough for us to
say that God has put within a seed the
mechanism for growing.
• Even though a gardener cannot
make a flower grow, can he do anything to aid the process of growth?
Yes. He can provide water, access to
sunlight, and nutrients. He can also do
regular weeding. In short, a gardener
can create an environment that aids
the growth of the plant.
Now let us ask the same three questions about us as Bible teachers and
our students.
• Can we make a student learn? No.
No matter how hard we try, we cannot
make a student learn. Learning is the
student’s responsibility.
• So how does a student learn? An
educational specialist could give us a
scientific answer, but it is enough for
us to say that God puts within each
person the ability to learn.
•Even though we cannot make a stu60 (124)
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dent learn, can we do anything to aid the
process of learning? Yes. We can create
an environment in which learning can
take place. Such things as preparing
well, knowing our students, teaching
with enthusiasm, planning appropriate
learning activities, and arranging the
seating to the best possible advantage
will go a long way to facilitate learning.
We Bible teachers share a lot in common with a gardener. We cannot make
our students learn, but we must do
everything we can to create an environment in which learning can take place.
THE TEACHER AS A PILOT
A Bible teacher shares some similarity with a pilot. Consider this scenario. The pilot of the commercial aircraft files his flight plan to reach his
destination. Everything goes well in his
preflight checks—so well, in fact, that
he leaves the gate right on time.
He encounters no turbulence during
the flight. He considers this flight to be
one of the best he has ever had. Things
go so well during the flight that the plane
actually lands ahead of schedule.
This flight seems to be a textbook
example, but there is a problem. The
pilot forgot to board the passengers
back at the airport! He may have had
a perfect flight, but it really amounted
to nothing since the passengers never
got to their destination.
That scenario would never happen
in air travel today, but its counterpart
happens often on Sunday mornings in
Sunday school. How does it happen?
Sometimes teachers fail to board their
students for flight by not properly introducing the lesson.
In some respects, the introduction
may be the most important part of a
lesson. Why? If we fail to catch our
students’ attention in the introduction,
we may lose them for the rest of the
lesson. Even if we have a great lesson,
it has little impact since the students
were not with us. We failed to board
our passengers!
Consider these common ap-

proaches to a lesson introduction:
•“Please open your Bible to Daniel 6.”
• “Today we are going to study
about the man Daniel.”
• “Let’s review what we studied last
week about Daniel.”
Do these kinds of introductions grab
our students and make them want to
hear more? Probably not. These kinds
of introductions are like not boarding
the passengers for the flight.
How much better it would be to begin with a brief skit—perhaps one about
a Christian who has the opportunity to
identify himself as a follower of Jesus
Christ but fails to do so. Then we can
say, “We will find some help in this
struggle in Daniel 6.” Now we have
boarded the passengers. We have given them a reason to join us on the flight.
We Bible teachers have a lot in common with a pilot. We must give special
attention to our introductions so that
we are sure to board our passengers
for the day.
THE TEACHER AS A HOSTESS
A Bible teacher shares some similarity with a hostess. (This concept
comes from James Taulman in his
book Never Tell Anybody Anything You
Can Get Them to Discover for Themselves (B & H Publishing). Consider
this scenario. The hostess invites you
and some other friends from church to
her home for an evening meal.
When you arrive, she announces the
menu for the evening. She will serve a
delicious tossed salad of wild field
greens, followed by the main course of
prime rib. For dessert she has prepared
a scrumptious cherry cobbler. You can
hardly wait to enjoy this fine meal.
The hostess then takes you to her dining room, where you see all this delicious
food on a finely set table. But something
is strange. You see only one place set at
the table—the place for the hostess. She
begins to take bites of her mouthwatering food and describes in detail how
good it tastes. If this happened, you

would certainly feel slighted. And you
would leave with no meal and no desire
to come back to that home again.
This scenario would never happen
in a friend’s home, but it happens all
too often in our Sunday school classrooms. We teachers spend hours
studying the Bible and preparing the
Sunday school lesson. We read the
teacher guide and even a commentary. We uncover some great truths
from the passage that we are eager to
share with our students on Sunday.
We go to class and tell our students
all the wonderful Bible truths we have
studied during the week. Sadly, however, we are often like the hostess we described. We do not give our students the
opportunity to “taste” anything for
themselves. We simply tell them what
we have prepared. The students leave
with meager spiritual food and maybe
little desire to come back next Sunday.
So what should we Bible teachers
do? The process begins as we described above. We spend time in the
Word each week and plan a successful Bible lesson. But instead of telling
our students everything we found, we
let them sit at the table and “taste” it
for themselves.
How do we let them “taste” the
Word for themselves? By bringing
them into direct contact with the Word
through a variety of learning activities.
We can use discussion, inductive
Bible study, paraphrasing, playacting,
case studies, creative writing, and/or
drawing. The goal is to give our students firsthand experience in the Word
instead of getting everything from us.
We Bible teachers have a lot in common with a hostess. We prepare the
spiritual food each week and then let
our students taste it through firsthand
contact with the Scripture.
THE TEACHER AS A TOUR GUIDE
A Bible teacher shares some similarity with a tour guide. Consider this
scenario. You drive to Niagara Falls,
wanting to get a firsthand look at this
magnificent sight. You pay your money and get in line for the tour. When
your turn comes, you are ushered into
a room where the tour guide says he
will show you a great video of Niagara
Falls. After the video, he invites questions and then dismisses you.
Wait! This is not what you drove hundreds of miles to see. You want to see
the Falls up close. You want to get on a
boat, put on a raincoat, and go out to the
SPRING QUARTER 2014

Falls. You want to feel the mist hit you in
the face. If the video is all you saw, you
would feel slighted and would never recommend anyone visit Niagara Falls.
This scenario would never happen
at a major tourist site, but as with the
hostess analogy, it happens all too often in our Sunday school classrooms.
We study the Bible and then give our
students a “video,” or a secondhand
look at the text.
How much better it would be to study
our Bible and then guide our students to
find out what we found. This approach
to teaching is like saying to our students, “I have found some great things
in the Bible this week. Now I will guide
you through this passage, and you will
be able to see them for yourself.”
How do we function as a “tour
guide” to our students? As with the
hostess example, we plan learning activities that take them to each part of
the lesson so that they can see the
Bible passage for themselves.
THE TEACHER AS A COACH
A Bible teacher shares some similarity with a coach. Consider this scenario. The basketball coach works with
his team members during the week to
get them ready for the game on Friday.
At game time on Friday evening, the
coach tells his players he has prepared
them for the week and he will now sit in
the stands during the game to watch
them play. If they have any questions,
the team members can talk to each
other or talk to him in the stands.
This scenario would never happen
in a basketball game, but it happens all
too often in our Sunday school classrooms. We have taught a successful
Bible lesson according to the gardener, pilot, hostess, and tour guide
analogies. But then we close class and
say something pious like “Let’s all apply this truth to our lives this week.”
When we do that, we become like the
coach who sits in the stands.
A good coach is with his team on the
floor. He directs and encourages them
in their play. Likewise, we should challenge and encourage our students to
live out Bible truths during the week. In
coaching terms, we Bible teachers not
only get our students ready for the
“game” ahead; we also challenge and
encourage them to carry out the “game
plan” during the week.
Such coaching might go something
like this. “Class, we have seen from
Daniel 6 that Daniel was not ashamed

to identify himself as a follower of the
true God. What are some ways we can
identify ourselves as followers of
Christ today? . . . I urge all of us to select a new way we can show others we
love the Lord Jesus. Next week I will
let you share how you showed others
that you follow Christ.”
We Bible teachers share a lot in
common with a coach. We train our
students to know what to do, and then
we challenge and motivate them to
carry out those biblical truths.
A gardener, a pilot, a hostess, a tour
guide, and a coach—these analogies
help us get a clearer picture of our responsibilities as Bible teachers. ★

An Indiana-Michigan Trip
(Continued from page 51)

Our trip has taken us to a number of
beautiful garden settings in which we
can enjoy and revel in God’s nature.
What a beautiful world He has given us!
We have seen a wide variety of animals at two zoos. God has created so
many amazing creatures!
We have been reminded again of the
minds God has given inventors to discover such wonders as the lightbulb,
the airplane, and the automobile.
Finally, we have finished our weeklong
tour by enjoying our time on the “thumb”
of Michigan at Lexington, on Lake
Huron. We have traveled north and east
from Lake Michigan to Lake Huron—
one Great Lake to another! ★

The New Birth Is Everything
(Continued from page 58)

revival, I continue to yearn for it again.
I have become committed to praying
for “times of refreshing . . . from the
presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). Our
cities and our nation need the Word of
God. We need revival and awakening
in our land. And we can make no
progress without the visitation of the
Holy Spirit. The new birth is everything. I am growing older now, but that
only makes me fight with greater fervor. Will you join me in asking God to
stir hearts for His glory? ★
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The Pastor’s Study
The Pastor and Politics
BY

ASTOR, you probably came to the
pastorate with a sense of the
need people have for spiritual leadership. My own call involved the fact that
I needed help and was not getting any.
It seemed others were not getting any
help, either. Someone had to do
something about it, and I figured I
would see what I could do. Of course,
that is not a valid call or reason for action by itself. As time progressed and
the Lord dealt with me, He brought me
to see His call upon my life for service
as a pastor of His people.
If you are a pastor, you have accepted the hardest of all jobs, for although people need spiritual leadership, they do not usually want it and
may even resent it. One thing they really do not need, even though they
may think they want it, is for you to
take a stance about the current political scene. Your primary responsibility
is to give your people an understanding of the Scriptures. How much time
per week do you have for doing that?
If it is only the thirty minutes of sermon
per service, you cannot take any of
that time for comments on the passing
political scene.
It seems that more and more Christians are ignorant of the Scriptures and
more aware of and influenced by the
mores and follies of the world around
them. Please expound the Scriptures!
Paul wrote to the Corinthian church
that he “determined not to know any
thing among you, save Jesus Christ,
and him crucified” (I Cor. 2:2). He
could have commented on the wrongs
of the Roman government, which
dominated the world, or on the lacks
and abuses in the contemporary Jewish system. Instead, he taught the
Scriptures.
Please help us all remember that our
citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20).
You especially, dear pastor, have the
charge from God through Paul: “Thou
therefore endure hardness, as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ. No man that
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warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him
who hath chosen him to be a soldier”
(II Tim. 2:3-4).
Our primary occupation and interest
in life is to honor and serve our King,
the Lord Jesus Christ. The very word
Christian can have the meaning
“Christ’s partisans,” or people of
Christ’s party. That is our real stance.
Our object is to win people to Christ,
not to reform their habits to be more
moral, honest, and kind. The worst
possible result from our outreach efforts would be if everyone became
outwardly Christian but were never really saved and so went to hell.
So we have this dual citizenship.
Scripturally speaking, each has its
place. The Lord Jesus said in Luke
20:25, “Render therefore unto Caesar
the things which be Caesar’s, and unto
God the things which be God’s.” God
tells us through Paul in Romans 13:17 that the powers that be are ordained
by God. Resisting them is not part of
our daily walk. We are to render to all
their due, including honor to whom it
is due and taxes to whom they are
due.
Pastor, you may still be hearing
quite a bit about the separation of
church and state. The original idea
was to rectify the status in England,
where government taxes supported
the church and the church anointed
the king into his office. There was a political alliance there that was negative
spiritually. If you disagreed with the
king and what he was doing, you were
almost disagreeing with the church
and with God.
Our founding fathers did not want
the government governing or influencing the church, but they did expect the
church to function as the conscience
of the government. The writers of our
Constitution thought that it would
work for those who followed the Scripture and honored God and that it was
a form of government “totally unsuited

for any others” (James Madison).
We have seen the correctness of
that evaluation now that the Ten Commandments have been thrown out of
the schools, courtrooms, and education and public policy in general. The
resultant greed, corruption, and dishonesty in all walks of life can only be
corrected by a wide-sweeping revival
to true Christianity. Part of your function as a pastor and a preacher is to
speak out on the spiritual and moral
principles involved in the conduct of
the government and leadership of
your country as well as the everyday
walk of the individual Christian.
This must be done with graciousness and not with a mean and condemning spirit. Some statements by
professing Christians are meaner and
more condemning than those made by
the unsaved. The Lord Jesus advises
us to be “wise as serpents, and harmless as doves” (Matt. 10:16). We are to
lovingly appeal to people to win them
to the truth by kindness and graciousness, not by demanding that they do
things “the right way.” Of course, you
may have to take a stand for the Lord
even if it costs you your life or livelihood. “We ought to (must) obey God
rather than men”(Acts 5:29) is still true.
Peter and John were then beaten and
released. They left “rejoicing that they
were counted worthy to suffer shame
for his name” (vs. 41).
A great example of a proper public
stance is Daniel, who was an administrator under several successive rulers.
When it came down to worshipping
the Lord or the image, he went with the
Lord, knowing it might mean being
thrown into the den of lions. Years earlier his three companions—Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah—also took their
stand with the Lord. They told the king
that he could try to have them killed
and that God might save them; either
way, they would not bow to the king’s
idol.
The Apostle Paul was a Roman citi-

zen, and he used this standing on occasion when it would help advance the
cause of Christ. Paul reminded us that
our primary citizenship is in heaven. It
is really our country of origin and destiny. We will live here temporarily, there
eternally.
There are many hazards of taking a
political stance. While it is not the most
important reason, your church’s taxexempt position as a 501(c)3 corporation might be revoked—and it should
be if your church becomes a political
force. This needs to be considered financially. There is also the possibility
that some of your congregation might
be offended by your taking sides politically.
Consider that your political stance
might be needlessly adding fuel to the
fire in the eyes of your critics. Why not
save your controversial stands for
something that counts eternally? It is
good to remember I John 2:17: “And
the world passeth away, and the lust
thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever.” Go for the eternal stuff. When one looks back over
the past one hundred years, a lot of the
political stuff that went on did not
make much real difference. What is
going on politically today will not make
any difference in the long light of eternity. What you and others are doing in
leading people to the Lord and helping
them grow spiritually will last throughout eternity.
As a boy, I attended a nondenominational community church. We had
people in the congregation from several denominational backgrounds.
During testimony times and open audible prayer times, the theology sometimes changed with each person’s
contribution! We once called a pastor
who held a very vigorous conviction
on the way to conduct baptisms, and
he began pressing everyone for the
need to do it his way. Honest Christian
people in the congregation disagreed.
The deacons finally told the pastor, “If
you are going to ride this hobbyhorse,
you will ride it right through the middle
of the church.”
A pastor thus advised now has a decision to make. Is this matter so important that he must leave the church,
or will he stay and split the church—or
can he modify his stance on the matter? My advice would be this: never
get yourself into such a position!
Again, when it is really necessary to
disagree, let us do so with civility —not
with a mean spirit but with love and reSPRING QUARTER 2014

spect. We are advised in Colossians
4:5-6, “Walk in wisdom toward them
that are without, redeeming the time.
Let your speech be alway with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye may know
how ye ought to answer every man.”
Of course, a pastor must still speak
out against sin and wrong and point
out God’s stance on issues.
Stealing—the eighth commandment—will always be wrong. Lying—
the ninth commandment—will always
be sin. Adultery—the seventh commandment—in all its forms will always
be sin. The Ten Commandments were
never rescinded or modified. Again,
our emphasis should be on our citizenship in heaven and our responsibility to show our Christianity by the
way we approach things politically
and culturally. Let us advise our people to vote on issues in the light of their
Christian convictions. We can be good
citizens of our country and of heaven
at the same time.
Our basic message is still that we all
are sinners and need to be saved by
the grace of God (we cannot do it ourselves and must receive His provision
through Christ) and by the mercy of
God (one sin makes a person worthy
of hell forever). Getting political in our
preaching or private conversation may
detract from clear emphasis on our
primary message of salvation and
commitment to the Lord Jesus.
If you were suddenly to stand before
God for an evaluation of your ministry
and life today, would He see your ministry as spiritual or political? Can you
afford to be seen as political? What
about the way people both in your
congregation and outside it see you?
Do they see you as someone to whom
they would go if they needed a voice
from God or as someone who is just
another politically oriented public
voice? Will they be strengthened in
their resolve to follow the Lord and His
Word by your example?
Some Christians are called to a life
of government service and possibly
into the political arena. If God has a
place and a ministry for them there, He
will enable them to withstand unholy
pressures and to stand in His power
and might for truth and justice. But,
pastor, that is not you! If He changes
your calling from being a preacher of
the truth of God to being someone in
the political arena, please do not let
people continue to call you “reverend”
or “pastor.” Do not muddy the water.
We are told, “Love not the world, nei-

ther the things that are in the world”
(I John 2:15). Being a political figure or
operative may so involve you in the
things of the world that you come to
love them, to put them first.
Dear Pastor, please review often
and recommit yourself often to hear
and answer the charge Paul gave to
Timothy and thus to all of us called
“pastor.” The reason for the charge is
given in II Timothy 3:1-5: “This know
also, that in the last days perilous
times shall come. For men shall be
lovers of their own selves, covetous,
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent,
fierce, despisers of those that are
good, traitors, heady, highminded,
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God; having a form of godliness, but
denying the power thereof: from such
turn away.”
Do you have any doubt that we are
living in days when these words describe what we see all around us and
even within the church? If these people have a form of godliness, are they
not professing Christians or at least
church people? The answer for their
behavior is to be found not in politics
or laws to restrain such attitudes and
activities but in continuing in the Scriptures, which make us wise unto salvation.
The charge itself is found in II Timothy 4:1-5: “I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who shall judge the quick and the
dead at his appearing and his kingdom; preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine. For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables. But watch thou in
all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof
of thy ministry.”
Who are “they” but church people
who have been hearing sound doctrine but now will no longer endure it?
Pastor, preach the Word, not politics
or stories, however beautifully crafted.
Preach the Word “as a dying man to
dying men.” Preach as a man who
loves the people of God. Christ is
coming soon. Be found faithfully
preaching Him. ★
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“Pilot Me”
BY

MABEL GLENN HALDEMAN

“Jesus, Savior, pilot me,”
When on earth I cannot see,
But if I am led by Thee,
I shall have no fear.
“Jesus, Savior, pilot me,”
For I often am at sea
What to do, and where to be,
On this darksome way.
“Jesus, Savior, pilot me,”
Till I reach my Home with Thee;

With Thy way I will agree
With a joyful heart.
“Jesus, Savior, pilot me,”
Till from earth I shall be free;
Then in Glory I shall see
Evermore Thy face.
“Jesus, Savior, pilot me,”
On the land and on the sea;
Then throughout eternity
I will Thee adore. ★

