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Minute Meditations
Beyond the Present Time
BY

JOHN LINEBERRY, M.S.

3 March 2013—Read Daniel 7:14. Why do emperors
and empires fail and fall? Men seek to build a kingdom
without God. God has a plan in the affairs of nations, and
He has promised a kingdom to be headed by Christ’s regal glory in millennial fulfillment as “KING OF KINGS, AND
LORD OF LORDS” (Rev. 19:16). It will be a blessed time
when the kingdom of God covers the earth as waters cover the sea.
10 March 2013—Read Daniel 9:9. Daniel faced the fact
of needing forgiveness in a daily walk with the Lord. He
was Israel’s mouthpiece in acknowledging his nation’s
wrongdoing in the eyes of the Lord. He focused on God’s
basic attributes in confession of sin. Daniel acknowledged God’s mercies and forgiveness in his confession.
The Prophet Jeremiah spoke of God’s mercies, which are
new each day for the believer (Lam. 3:22-23).
17 March 2013—Read Daniel 8:26. Daniel was commanded by the Lord to seal up his inspired prophecy until the appropriate time. History reveals God’s control of
the world at all times. God has a plan for Israel and the
nations. At the time of Christ’s kingdom, God will make
known the fulfillment of the prophetic word (cf. Dan. 2:44;
Acts 1:9-11; Rev. 21:5).
24 March 2013—Read Luke 22:26. We are most like the
Saviour when serving (cf. Mark 10:45). Serving others
takes a person outside himself by being a blessing to others. In the average church, 20 percent of the members do
80 percent of the work. In the parable of the talents, an
unhappy workman hid his talent in the earth (Matt. 25:25).
The church needs workers, not shirkers. The path of
blessing awaits those who honor the Lord by serving.
31 March 2013—Read Luke 24:30-31. When the Lord
ate and fellowshipped with His disciples, they knew Him.
The Lord’s presence turned a sad day into an uplifting
time. It was the first Easter Sunday. The Emmaus experience renewed the disciples with cheer and victory, for
they knew Jesus was alive. The word translated “resurrection” is anastasis, meaning “the rising up of the body.”
Christ was raised by the mighty power of God (Eph. 1:1920). A risen Christ enables the believer to live a life of daily triumph and victory.
7 April 2013—Read Luke 24:44. Walking with the Emmaus disciples, Christ gave them an Old Testament refresher course in Christology from Moses, the Prophets,
and the Psalms (Luke 24:27). Through the resurrection,
God kept His promises by releasing Christ from the hold
of death. Christ came from the sealed sepulchre as Victor. Walking faithfully with Christ is the path of blessing.
14 April 2013—Read Acts 2:4. Richard Baxter (1615–
1691) wrote, “I preached as never sure to preach again,
and as a dying man to dying men” (Poetical Fragments).
Servants of God need the power of the Holy Spirit to communicate the gospel effectively. It is recorded that Haggai
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was “the Lord’s messenger [with] the Lord’s message”
(Hag. 1:13). Englishman Henry Varley (1835–1912) said in
a sermon, “The world has yet to see what God will do with
a man fully consecrated to him.” Dwight Lyman Moody
(1837–1899) was in the service, heard the sermon, and
said, “By God’s grace I will be that man.” Moody was
mightily used of God in evangelism in America and England.
21 April 2013—Read I Thessalonians 5:9. To me, living
with hope means the church will not go through the great
tribulation, for believers will be raptured up to glory. Our
hope is firmly anchored: “Because thou hast kept the
word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour
of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try
them that dwell upon the earth” (Rev. 3:10).
28 April 2013—Read II Thessalonians 2:16-17. Hope
here refers to one assured of his salvation in Christ. Christ
dwells in us, our “hope of glory” (Col. 1:27). This hope
works in us for renewal and uplift (Rom. 5:5).
5 May 2013—Read I Peter 1:3. Christ’s resurrection assures the believer that his hope is alive in Christ. The hope
is made alive by regeneration. The Lord Jesus came from
the sealed sepulchre to die no more (Rev. 1:18).
12 May 2013—Read II Peter 1:3. Christ’s resurrection
speaks of God’s mercy toward all who believe. Our faith
will be tested from time to time, but our kind Heavenly Father assures us of victory when we are tested (cf. I Cor.
10:13). If we leap in faith, God will take care of the rest.
We are called to good works as we respond to the new
life in Christ. In pursuing holiness, doctrine must support
deeds, belief grows into behavior, and precept promotes
practice. If someone talks the talk, he must also walk the
walk, for his walk speaks louder than his talk.
19 May 2013—Read I Peter 4:10. We are most like the
Saviour when serving. The Lord came to serve (cf. Mark
10:45). Jesus paid the supreme price in the purchase of
our salvation at Calvary (cf. John 19:30). Many churches
have “lily” Christians, who neither toil nor spin. The church
is to be a beehive of activity, each one serving others and
growing to spiritual maturity.
26 May 2013—Read II Peter 3:9. In the eyes of the Lord,
the gospel has global impact in reaching the lost. Churches must support missions. Is it not true that because God
is long-suffering, more people will get in the fold of salvation? The immediate context focuses on Christ coming
again. He went away but not to stay. He will come again
as promised (cf. Acts 1:9-11). God’s eternal love goes out
to all mankind the world over (cf. John 3:16). God does
not want anyone to miss heaven. He calls out across the
ages of time for all to come. “And the Spirit and the bride
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely” (Rev. 22:17). ★
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The Easter Hope:
The Future Resurrection Body
BY

HRIST has redeemed us, both
body and soul. The full application of Christ’s redemptive work will be
completed when He returns and resurrects the bodies of those who have
died (Rom. 8:23).
The Scriptures provide an abundance of evidence for the future resurrection of the saints. Beginning with
the Old Testament, Job testified that in
his body, though it will have been destroyed by death and decay, he would
see God (Job 19:25-26). Abraham believed that God was able to raise men
from the dead (Heb. 11:19). The
psalmist was confident that God
would redeem his soul from the grave
(Ps. 49:15). Isaiah (Isa. 26:19) foretold
the future resurrection of the saints.
While Old Testament believers were
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certain that a resurrection would occur
in the future, they did not have a clear
picture of the nature of the resurrection body.
In the New Testament, Jesus said
that those who believed in Him have
everlasting life and will be raised at the
last day (John 6:39-40). Martha expressed her hope to Jesus that her
brother Lazarus would be resurrected
at the last day (11:23-24). Her confidence was based on the Old Testament
expectation of the future resurrection.
Paul stated that Christ is the firstfruits
of the resurrection, followed by the resurrection of believers at His coming
(I Cor. 15:20, 23). Paul affirmed that believers who have died will be raised first
when Christ returns (I Thess. 4:16). He
testified before Felix that his hope in

From the Editor’s Desk
Hope in Christ
BY

DON RUFF

N what do you place your hope?
Some people hope in circumstances, looking for a sign in the good
things that happen. Others hope in
people, believing that humans are inherently good and will bring peace and
harmony to the chaos of our world.
Still others hope in their possessions. They believe that what they
have will bring them peace and joy.
Some hope in themselves, thinking
that what lies within them will bring
them all that they hope for and desire.
There is nothing wrong with having
hope. It is good to be optimistic. We
need to have hope; otherwise, many
would give up and do nothing. Hope
keeps people going. In the midst of
such things as bad economies, corrupt political systems, and terrible natural disasters, we need to believe that
there is hope. The question is, In what

I
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should you place your hope?
In this quarter’s issue of the
GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL TIMES, you will find the true
message of hope. It is found in the Person of Jesus Christ.
The hymn writer Edward Mote put it
this way: “My hope is built on nothing
less / Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; / I dare not trust the sweetest frame, / But wholly lean on Jesus’
name” (“The Solid Rock”). Jesus
Christ is the solid Rock on which we
should place all of our hopes.
Perhaps as you read this, you realize that you have never trusted in Jesus Christ as your source of hope,
peace, and salvation. Today is the
day to place your hope in His death,
burial, and resurrection. He will give
you a bright hope for all your
days. ★

God was that there will be a resurrection of both the just and the unjust (Acts
24:15). This resurrection hope was also
held by his Jewish accusers.
Paul addressed the nature of the believer’s resurrection body. In Romans
8:11 he stated that God, who raised up
Jesus Christ, will give new life to our
mortal bodies through the power of
the indwelling Holy Spirit.
Paul wrote that Christ will change
our lowly bodies (Phil. 3:21). The word
“change” denotes a change in the outward form of our bodies. Paul referred
to the earthly body as “vile,” which
means “humiliated” or “of low status.”
Our bodies are weak, susceptible to
diseases and death. The change will
make our bodies fit for heaven, for
they will be “fashioned,” meaning
“conformed,” to the same form as the
glorious body of Christ. This miraculous change will be accomplished by
God’s sovereign power.
In order to understand the transformation that will take place in our resurrection bodies, we need to examine
the Scriptures regarding Christ’s resurrection body. John summarized the
change: “We shall be like him” (I John
3:2). Christ’s resurrection was not simply a return from the dead, as was experienced by others before Him such
as Lazarus (John 11:43-44). If it had
been no more than that, Jesus would
have been subject to death again, as
was the case with Lazarus.
Jesus’ resurrection body could be
touched and handled (Matt. 28:9). He
showed His disciples His hands and
His feet, for He had a body of flesh and
bones (Luke 24:39). He ate broiled fish
and honey (vss. 41-42). He later told
Thomas to touch His hands and His
side (John 20:27).
It is clear that it was the Jesus they
knew who appeared before them. He
was not a disembodied spirit as His
disciples first thought (Luke 24:37).
There was a degree of continuity between Jesus’ appearance before His
death and after His resurrection. The
two disciples Jesus joined on their
journey to Emmaus were kept from
recognizing Him at first (vss.13-16).
But later their eyes were opened, and
they recognized Him (vs. 31).

There were sufficient differences in
Jesus’ physical appearance following
His resurrection for His followers not
to recognize Him immediately. This
was the case with His disciples, as
noted above. Mary Magdalene also
did not recognize Him at first (John
20:14-16). His body before His crucifixion was affected by hardship, grief,
and suffering. His resurrection body
had the wounds and scars of His crucifixion, but it had been restored to
perfect health and vigor.
Jesus was able to appear and disappear suddenly. On two occasions the
doors were shut (John 20:19, 26). This
does not mean that Jesus’ body was
nonmaterial. We need not imagine that
His body materialized and dematerialized at will. Christ exists in a real and
glorified physical body—but one with
supernatural abilities. The disciples
saw the resurrected Jesus, who confirmed to them that His resurrection
body was a physical body (Luke 24:39).
The New Testament affirms a connection between Jesus’ resurrection body
and the resurrected body of believers.
God the Father, who raised Jesus from
the grave, will also raise up believers by
the same power (I Cor. 6:14). Christ’s
resurrection is like the firstfruits of the
harvest. This indicates that the rest of
the harvest, meaning believers, will have
resurrection bodies like His (15:20).
If our bodies will be like Christ’s resurrection body, what will they be like?
Paul provided some details.
The body that will be raised will be
radically different from the body that was
laid in the earth. The resurrection body is
not a reanimated, spruced up, recycled,
or resuscitated body. There is a continuity in the resurrection, but there is also a
great discontinuity. It is a physical body,
but it is one that has been transformed.
Paul alluded to the world of agriculture
for an illustration of the transformation
process of our bodies from death to resurrection (I Cor. 15:36-41). First, the death
of a seed (its dissolution) is the precondition of its life (vs. 36). A seed is sown in
the ground, where it germinates, while the
seed disintegrates. In the very act of dying (ceasing to exist as a seed), it gives
birth to a mature plant (John 12:24). By
analogy, the human body dies and is
buried in the earth, where in time it disintegrates. Resurrection life comes forth
out of death.
Second, you do not sow a full-grown
plant in the soil but only a bare seed
(I Cor. 15:37). The plant that sprouts from
a seed is directly linked to it but remarkSPRING QUARTER 2013

ably different from it. So the resurrection
body is remarkably different from the
earthly body that is sown. Third, God has
determined the distinctive body of each
seed (vs. 38). God’s will and agency
must be accounted for in life, in death,
and in what comes afterward. Plants do
not grow due to their own volition or by
chance but as God established in His
laws at Creation (Gen. 1:11-12).
God wills and has the power to raise
and to transform the body into one that
is fit for glory. The variety in creation reflects God’s purpose in giving each
body its own distinctive form (I Cor.
15:39-41). There are differences in
both the animate and the inanimate
that give expression to God’s splendor.
Paul gave four descriptive features
of our resurrection bodies.
First, our earthly body is sown in corruption and raised in incorruption
(I Cor. 15:42). The word “sown” is used
as a figure of speech for the burial of a
human body. Our bodies are subject to
disease, decay, and death (Gen. 3:19).
They will be raised incorruptible, completely healthy and free from all corrupting powers and death forever.
Second, our earthly body is sown in
dishonor and raised in glory (I Cor.
15:43). Our bodies are subject to physical infirmities and deformities due to the
effects of sin (Gen. 3:19; Rom. 3:23).
Death is the ultimate humiliation, for it
leads to the dissolution of the body in the
grave. Our bodies will be raised in splendor, like Christ’s glorious body (Phil.
3:21). This may mean a visible brightness that will surround believers as suggested by the word “glorious.”
Jesus had the nail prints in His hands
and feet and the wound from the spear
thrust into His side (John 20:27). This
does not mean that believers will retain
the scars and wounds of serious in-

juries from this life. The scars and
wounds from Jesus’ crucifixion are
very special. They are intended to
serve as eternal reminders to us of the
price Christ paid for our redemption.
Third, our earthly body is sown in
weakness and is raised in power (I Cor.
15:43). Our present bodies are limited
by time, space, disease, and death.
The body is completely powerless at
death. It lacks the capacity to continue to function. The power of the resurrection body is beyond our imagination. We will have the strength to do all
that we should do in conformity with
God’s will. Death will never be able to
conquer the resurrection body.
Fourth, our earthly body is sown a
natural body and is raised a spiritual
body (I Cor. 15:44). The “natural body”
is our material, physical body, which is
suited to the earthly environment. The
earthly body is governed by man’s sinful will. The spiritual body is neither an
ethereal nor an immaterial body but a
glorified body controlled and empowered by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:11).
Paul further explained that Adam is
the head of the human race through
whom we received our physical bodies
fit for life on earth (I Cor. 15:45). The
“last Adam,” Jesus Christ, gives life to
our resurrection bodies, making them
fit for life in heaven (vs. 47). We bear the
image of Adam in our present earthly
existence, whereas in the future we will
bear the image of Christ (vs. 49).
Our natural body is not fit for heaven
(I Cor. 15:50). The terms “flesh and
blood” and “corruption” refer to our
physical bodies. Flesh and blood are
corruptible, and what is corruptible cannot inherit incorruption. Therefore, it is
an absolute necessity for our flesh-andblood bodies to be made fit for heaven
by a radical transformation (vs. 51). ★
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Why Celebrate Mothers?
BY NOEL HARSHMAN

HEN a woman gives birth to a
child, the role of motherhood
must be assumed. Yet the act of giving birth in itself does not make a
woman behave as a mother.
The bond of love and the desire to
nurture her child are what determine
the mothering that will occur. This
bond, and the sacrifices that go with it,
are what we celebrate on Mother’s Day.
How does this bond of love affect a
mother’s relationship with her children, especially for Christian mothers?
Let us look to God’s Word for two sterling examples of mothers.
The first is an Old Testament mother—Hannah in I Samuel. She lived at a
time when men often had more than
one wife. The other wife of her husband, Elkanah, was named Peninnah.
She was brutal toward Hannah because Hannah remained barren while
Peninnah bore child after child.
Hannah was so devastated by her
barrenness and Peninnah’s continuous mocking that she refused to eat.
Then, during one of her family’s yearly
trips to offer sacrifices at Shiloh, Hannah prayed silently, telling God that if
He would grant her desire to have a
son, she would bring him back to
Shiloh at the appropriate time to devote his whole life as God’s servant.
Eli the priest saw her lips moving as
she prayed silently and thought she
was drunk. When he spoke with her
and heard her desire, he blessed her
and told her to go in peace.
“The God of Israel grant thee thy petition that thou hast asked of him”
(I Sam. 1:17), Eli said.
Hannah’s sadness was gone! She
looked and acted happy. She ate again.
Before long, she gave birth to a beautiful son and named him Samuel (“His
name is God”), “because [she had]
asked him of the Lord” (I Sam. 1:20).
True to her word, Hannah took Samuel to live at the temple in Shiloh after
he was weaned. Each year she brought
him a coat she had made just for him.
Hannah had more children. She had
established herself as a godly mother
who kept her promise to God and
praised Him for the privilege of devoting her son to His service.
Her mothering probably flies in the
face of all the modern books about
parenting. She did not give her son
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choices but determined before his
birth what he would do with his life.
An old saying says, “The proof is in
the pudding.” So what was the proof
that Hannah’s way was God’s will in
the way she chose for Samuel? “And
the child Samuel grew on, and was in
favour both with the Lord, and also
with men” (I Sam. 2:26). What better
proof could we have! Hannah was a
woman who began her child’s life by
dedicating and giving him to the Lord.
It was a promise she had made to
God. God blessed her with a son,
knowing she would keep her promise.
What an honor it was for this woman,
this mother, to be trusted by God!
To have her son spend his life as
God’s servant was also an honor to
Hannah.
There is a lesson here for all mothers concerned about doing their best
for their children. There can be no best
that is better than placing one’s children in God’s hands and dedicating
them to His glory.
There is a New Testament mother
whose parenting style was similar to
Hannah’s, though the circumstances
were vastly different. This mother was
Mary, the mother of Jesus our Lord.
As a virgin engaged to a carpenter
named Joseph, Mary was visited by
an angel who told her she would, as a
virgin, give birth to Jesus, the Messiah, God’s Son (Luke 1:30-33).
Like Hannah, Mary praised God for
the privilege of becoming Jesus’
mother. Joseph was a godly man
whose first thought upon hearing that
Mary was pregnant was to look out for
her welfare.
Then an angel came to Joseph and
told him about the Son Mary would
have and that Mary was indeed a virgin giving birth to the Saviour of His
people (Matt. 1:19-21).
As they raised Jesus, there were
times when Mary seemed to forget for a
moment who her son really was. When
He was twelve, Jesus went with Joseph
and Mary and many others to
Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover.
When the caravan started for home,
they eventually realized that Jesus was
not with any of the travelers. They
quickly returned to Jerusalem, where,
after three days, they found Him in the
temple astonishing the teachers with

His knowledge and understanding.
Mary gently reprimanded Him for
worrying them. Jesus reminded her
that He was doing His Father’s work.
“And he said unto them, How is it that
ye sought me? wist ye not that I must
be about my Father’s business?”
(Luke 2:49).
Jesus went with them, submitting
Himself to them. Mary did not forget Jesus’ words, though she did not understand them at the time. Being a thoughtful person, she kept quiet; but she
thought long and hard about this whole
event (Luke 2:52).
Just as sending her firstborn to live
in the temple in Shiloh must have been
difficult for Hannah, so raising Jesus
must have been difficult at times as
Mary tried to understand her boundaries as the mother of God’s Son.
Mary’s responses to Jesus were
normal mother responses; yet this was
not a normal mother-son relationship.
At a marriage attended by Jesus, His
disciples, and Mary, she appealed to
Jesus about what to do when the wine
ran out. He gently corrected her (John
2:1-5).
The hardest part must have been
standing at the foot of Jesus’ cross,
watching her beloved son give His life
but being powerless to stop His pain. A
mother would bear any pain in place of
her child, and yet it was impossible for
Mary to do anything but stand by helplessly.
Yet it was during this time that Jesus
paid His mother a loving tribute. She
had cared for Him all during His earthly life. Then, as He hung on the cross,
He looked out for His mother’s welfare
by making sure the disciple He loved
took Mary into his home to care for her.
What a loving and unselfish act in the
midst of unspeakable pain! What an
honor to His mother (John 19:25-27)!
Being a mother is a role with an importance that should never be underestimated. Yet in our society, it is often
devalued and sometimes even derided. Too often it becomes little more
than a sideline, an avocation, or even
an interruption.
When we find a woman whose focus is on the importance of nurturing
and loving children, we have found a
woman in touch with the very heart of
God. Honoring those with this kind of

focus is appropriate and valuable. In a
general way, it affirms for all women
the importance of being a mother despite what the world may say. It also
shows respect for the role of motherhood and for those who embrace it. In
showing this respect, it encourages
children to show respect for their
mothers.
Any honoring of mothers should include honoring those women who nurture children but do not have children
of their own. There is a woman in my
church who has never married or had
children, but she has been a Sunday
school teacher for well over fifty years.
She was our daughter’s teacher about
thirty years ago. She also taught our
twin grandsons, who are now young
adults, and our granddaughters, who
are in elementary school.
When she lived in a townhouse
complex, she would bring kids from
neighboring units to church with her.
She may be single and childless, but
the impact she has had on children for
the Lord will live on long after she goes
home to be with the Lord.
In contrast, there is a lady of my acquaintance who is a widow with a
grown daughter and grandchildren;
yet she dislikes children. She is noted
for being rude to and critical of them
and their parents. Children avoid her.
She is missing out on so much! Giving
birth guarantees having a child, but it
does not guarantee being a mother in
the way God wants one to be.
In 1974 we adopted our daughter,
who was ten-and-a-half months old.
Sometime later, I attended a baby
shower for a friend. A lady I knew caSPRING QUARTER 2013

sually who was the mother of four
talked about how people who adopted did not know what they were getting. How wrong! As Christians, we
know we are getting the child God
wants us to have, whether we give
birth to or adopt that child. It makes no
difference in God’s plan or in the love
a mother has for her child.
“The Answer,” a short poem by Fleur
Conkling Heyliger, says it best:
Not flesh of my flesh,
Nor bone of my bone,
But still miraculously
My own.
Never forget
For a single minute.
You didn’t grow under my heart
But in it.

Whether a mother gives birth to her
child, adopts her child, or parents the
children of others as a relative,
teacher, or Sunday school teacher, the
job of mothering is never done. The
role of motherhood is so important
that the need and desire for a mother
are never gone, either.
My mother died twenty-six years
ago, and sometimes I still wish I could
talk to her and know she was praying
for me.
Indeed, prayer is the most important
thing a mother can do for her children
and a grandmother can do for her
grandchildren. There is no more urgent
task than lifting up one’s children and
grandchildren before the throne of
grace.
Perhaps that is why someone
penned these words: “Mothers hold
their children’s hands for a short while,
but their hearts forever” (Unknown). I
have this reminder on a plaque my

daughter gave me.
Because of the importance of a
mother’s role in the life of her children,
it is good for children to honor their
mothers in special ways. It seems too
bad that it takes a certain day of the
year to remind us to do this. Yet having that day also places special emphasis on the importance of mothers.
What are some ways to honor mothers that are most appreciated?
Cards, especially homemade ones,
are treasured. A collage of family photos would be treasured forever. A meal
prepared by the kids provides very
special moments. One of my favorites
was a meal prepared by my twin
grandsons for their mother and me
(and the rest of the family). It was great!
Whatever you do, put time and
thought ahead of expense. Mom simply wants to be reminded that she is
loved and appreciated. ★

Our Doctrinal
Statement
1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.
2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.
7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.
8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.
9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.
10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.
—Union Gospel Press Division
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Tribute to a Christian Mother
BY

Y mother, Dortha DeMay, was
born on 1 September 1904 on
my grandparents’ farm near the village
of North Morenci, Lenawee County, in
extreme southern Michigan, near the
Ohio border. Many years later, I
learned that Dr. C. I. Scofield was a native of the same county. His notes
have helped me immensely through
the years in Bible study.
My maternal grandmother descended from a long line of Quakers
who came from England in 1679, settling in New Jersey. A group of these
people moved to Fulton County in
northwestern Ohio about 1818. My
mother’s mother was born there in
1873. Her husband, my grandfather,
was born in the Netherlands in 1862
and came to America with his family as
a small boy. Like many Dutch, they
settled in Michigan. My grandmother
accepted Christ early in life. Her husband, my grandfather, did not until
much later.
Although my grandmother was a
Christian, she did not grow very much
at first and married an unsaved man.
Her older sister, Aunt Mary, led my
mother to Christ when she was about
five years old. She was hungry to learn
more about God, but my grandmother
would not let her use the big family
Bible she kept on a high shelf in a cupboard. My mother did household
chores for a neighbor lady and earned
thirty-five cents so that she could order a New Testament from a catalog.
She just about devoured it when it
came. She was that eager to learn
more about the Lord.
My mother had an older sister, Aunt
Rena, whom she later led to the Lord.
They had a younger brother, Uncle
Carl, who was born much later. I am
not sure whether he ever came to the
Lord. My grandmother seemed to favor my aunt, and my uncle was favored by his father. My mother, the
middle child, had to learn to make her
way in life much on her own—but with
God’s help.
About 1912 or 1913, my grandfather
purchased a large dairy farm near
Medina, Ohio. This is not very far from
Cleveland. My mother went to oneroom schools and then to high school
on a horse-drawn vehicle called a “kid

M
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bus.” It was open-aired and very cold
in winter. She dated a young man, but
that ended when she went to college
at Ohio Northern University in Ada.
This was a Methodist institution. She
had been attending a small Methodist
church.
My grandfather was impressed by
Florence Allen—a very early woman
lawyer and judge in Cleveland and later in Columbus—and encouraged my
mother to become a lawyer. He paid
her way using his dairy farm, sometimes selling a cow to pay her tuition.
My grandfather was quite prosperous,
and the farm had a large brick house
and a big barn.
In those days one could go right
from high school into law school, and
that is what she did. She was only
eighteen when she started. While in
Ada, she attended a little Baptist
church pastored by Max Wertheimer, a
well-known Jewish Christian. This
gave my mother a great love for the
Jews and for studying prophecy. The
first book of the Bible she ever read
was Revelation, and it scared her
enough to want to submit to the Lord!
Mother finished law school in 1926 at
the age of twenty-one. She passed the
Ohio state bar and was admitted.
My grandfather did something that
seemed rather strange at the time. He
sold his large Ohio farm and moved
the family to a much smaller farm in
southeastern Pennsylvania, near Norristown, a suburb of Philadelphia. My
mother had just passed the Ohio bar,
but she wanted to be near her family;
so she also moved to Pennsylvania.
Her family could not attend her graduation.
Mother never did pass the Pennsylvania bar, but she did legal work in other ways. She worked first in a bank in
Norristown and later in Philadelphia at
a Quaker bank that dealt largely with
deeds and mortgages. She commuted by trolley and subway. One of the
chief officers was C. Walter Borton,
who lived across the river in New Jersey, where my grandmother’s ancestors had settled.
C. Walter’s brother was J. Harvey
Borton, who had a long association
with America’s Keswick. My mother
went to Bible conferences there and

met my biological father, Harry Friedman. He was a Jewish man who professed faith in Christ at the time. My
mother had previously had two suitors: an optometrist and an architect,
who even promised to build her dream
house. I have his sketch of it. However, she turned them down and married
my father instead.
I have often wondered how my life
might have been easier financially if
my mother had married one of the other men, but it has made me trust God
more. And I am half Jewish, a great
heritage! It was the depths of the Great
Depression, 1933, when they married.
My mother’s bank managed to stay
open when many closed. It was good
that she had a job, because my father
was not very ambitious to earn money.
My mother attended the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia
and graduated from it. She and my father briefly did some Jewish work in
Cleveland, and I have wondered why
she did not start a law practice there.
But she returned to Pennsylvania,
where I was born in Philadelphia on
12 October 1936 (Columbus Day) in a
hospital four blocks from Independence Hall. No wonder I like history!
When I was still a baby, my father
did not work much. My mother, however, was able to obtain a civil service
job in Harrisburg, the state capital. My
mother left me in the care of my grandparents and aunt on the lovely little
farm near Norristown, with its wonderful old stone farmhouse built in 1818
and a big red barn. At this point my father, whose Christian profession apparently proved false, dropped out of
the picture. I never knew what happened to him.
My mother came home every Friday
night. Like Hannah with Samuel, she
spent quality time with me when she
was with me. She taught me Bible
verses so that I could go to Camp
Sankanac for free. She took me to a
DVBS in the band shell in Elmwood
Park. There I accepted Christ as Saviour at age six through a flannelgraph
lesson on the crucifixion of Christ.
I had a nervous twitch in my nose
when I was a little boy. The barber suggested my mother take me to an os-

teopath nearby, Dr. C. Leslie Shaw.
This began a lasting friendship between our families.
Dr. Shaw was able to cure my
twitching nose by osteopathic treatments. He also helped me through
other serious illnesses, including a
malignancy when I was twenty-eight.
My mother had taken a leave of absence from her job due to health problems. Feeling better, she was planning
on a stint as a counselor at Camp
Sankanac when her company suddenly called her back. Very disappointed, she asked Dr. Shaw’s daughter, Martha Jeane, to go in her place.
Martha Jeane gave her life to Christ at
that time, became an osteopathic
doctor, went to Africa as a missionary,
met and married Dr. Robert Cochrane,
who had specialized in leprosy work,
and was there twenty years.
In 1947 my grandfather sold the
farm, and we all moved to the city of
Harrisburg. I hated it! However, the
Lord got hold of my life at Camp LouSan near Harrisburg in 1950. There I
dedicated my life to the Lord for His
service.
My mother was invited to teach at
Ben Lippen School, a Christian high
school near Asheville, North Carolina,
in 1952. I went as a junior, but because
I had enough credits to graduate by
taking senior English the next summer,
I graduated at the end of my junior
year and entered Columbia Bible College in South Carolina when I was still
sixteen! However, I got very sick with
an allergy and had to quit.
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I moved to Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, where my mother was then living. She worked in an insurance office
and taught commercial subjects at
Salem Baptist Church’s Piedmont Bible
College evening school. I was able to
enroll at Piedmont myself. I lived with
my mother, who gave me a good diet,
and I got well. She later had to commute
again—this time to Virginia, where she
taught in small-town business schools.
She came home to me on weekends. I
finished Piedmont in 1957 with a B.R.E.
and went back to Columbia Bible College as a graduate student.
My grandfather died in Harrisburg in
1955. In 1957 my mother, grandmother, and aunt moved to South Hill, Virginia, where they established Christian
business schools there and in Blackstone, Virginia.
In 1967 Mom was given a Juris Doctor degree by Ohio Northern University.
My grandmother went to be with the
Lord in 1966 and my aunt in 1977.
Meanwhile, I had graduated from Columbia Bible College in 1958 with an
M.A. in biblical education. I met my
wife, Dorothea, there that year. She
was from Maine. We were married in
1958. I pastored churches in Maine for
a while and then returned to South Carolina to teach in Christian schools in
Columbia, Hartsville, and Orangeburg.
My mother was very much alone after the passing of her mother and sister, so she joined us in Columbia and
later in Orangeburg in South Carolina.
She taught in a Christian school and in
a business school. She also taught

Bible classes.
Mother was in Virginia from 1955 to
1977 and in South Carolina from 1977
to approximately 1997.
My wife and I took a pastorate in
Maine in 1988. My mother was getting
very elderly and finally joined us in a
lovely home the Lord provided for us
near Augusta, Maine. We lived upstairs, and the church met downstairs.
I also worked in a nearby V.A. hospital.
My mother had loved the South and
hated to move north again. She even
said Maine was the last place she ever
wanted to live. Ironically, that is just
what happened. She moved to her
heavenly home on 15 October 1999
from Augusta, Maine, after being in a
coma from a stroke for nine days. I had
to make the hard decision not to use
heroic, life-extending care. I knew she
wanted to go home to be with Jesus
and her mother and sister, which she
did at age ninety-five.
My wife and I have one daughter. She
and her husband have a boy and girl,
and my mother did live to see her greatgrandchildren when they were small.
The thing I most deeply appreciate
about my mother is that she helped me
live for the Lord and that she, like Hannah, spent quality time with me. She
counteracted the evil influences of my
unsaved grandfather and uncle, just as
Hannah counteracted the evil influences of Eli’s two sons (I Sam. 1—4).
My wife and I now live in Connecticut, near our daughter and her family.
We are active in a Baptist church and
carry on Mother’s heritage. ★
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Ariel Ministries
BY

HE primary purpose of Ariel Ministries is the evangelization and
discipling of Jewish people and Gentile believers. I have had the opportunity to observe Ariel Ministries for sixteen years and have personally found
it to be the best teaching ministry from
a Jewish perspective today. I believe
that the material prepared by this ministry has a quality of biblical excellence not often seen in other like ministries.

T

THE FOUNDER OF ARIEL
MINISTRIES
Ariel Ministries began in the heart of
a Jewish believer. He desired to reach
his people for the Messiah (Christ) and
to equip them and Gentile believers in
the Scriptures to be effective in their
outreach as well as in their own personal spiritual growth. The founder of
Ariel Ministries is Dr. Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum. At the age of thirteen he
came to faith in Jesus his Messiah
through a neighborhood children’s
Bible class held by a dear believer
named Ruth Wardell, who resided in
the city of Brooklyn, New York. A year
later the Fruchtenbaums moved to
California.
U p o n g r a d u a t i o n f ro m h i g h
school, Arnold was told by his father
to leave his family’s home because
of his belief in the Messiah Jesus.
His father went beyond that and told
him to get out of California altogether.
The Lord later sent Arnold to attend
Cedarville College in Ohio, where he
graduated in 1966. He received his
master’s in theology from Dallas Theological Seminary in 1970. He had a
strong passion to be a servant in the
hands of his Messiah to reach his Jewish brethren for the Lord.
Upon graduation from seminary,
Arnold and his wife, Mary Ann (whom
he had married while attending Dallas), started a teaching ministry in Israel. However, God had blessed them
with such an effective ministry that
the ultraorthodox establishment
pressured the government and had
them deported after two years. Once
back in the United States, Arnold saw
many Jewish young people coming
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to faith, but he also saw there was a
lack of biblical teaching of the Scriptures from a Jewish perspective.
Thus, Ariel Ministries was born in
1977.
HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE
MINISTRY
Arnold had worked with the American Board to the Jews before establishing Ariel Ministries. He knew that
God had placed a unique burden on
his heart to minister to his people by
providing quality biblical teaching
from a Jewish perspective.
Ariel has faced a number of problems over the years, but with the
Lord’s providential help, they were resolved. One basic principle that all
people in Jewish ministries understand is that anyone who ministers the
gospel of the Messiah, especially to
Jewish people, will be opposed by the
adversary Satan.
One of the initial factors that can be
a hurdle for any new ministry is how to
raise funds in order to build a staff. If
you go online at www.ariel.org, you
can read how God answered Dr.
Fruchtenbaum’s prayers about funding Ariel Ministries.
A multitude of materials were written by Dr. Fruchtenbaum during his
early years of studying the Scriptures
and rabbinic sources to understand
the Jewish background (he continues
to develop new resources). He spoke
in churches throughout the United
States and later around the world.
Funds began coming in as people discovered the treasury of Bible study
materials being developed that focused on evangelizing and discipling
Jewish believers.
Other difficulties arose as Camp
Shoshannah was started in upstate
New York as a part of Ariel Ministries.
Originally it was established as a
three-week intensive Bible camp for
Jewish and Gentile believers to be discipled and equipped for effective witness to Jewish people. There were attempts by others to take back this
camp property, but today—praise the
Lord—Camp Shoshannah belongs
completely to Ariel Ministries. The
camp continues its outreach to train
believers in the Word from a Jewish

perspective.
Future plans for Ariel Ministries include a year-round messianic Bible
school for the express purpose of
equipping and training Jewish and
Gentile believers to evangelize and
disciple the unsaved Jewish community.
Some have tried to change the purpose and goals of Ariel Ministries, but
Dr. Fruchtenbaum and his staff have
stood firm on their primary goal: to
evangelize the Jewish community in
the Scriptures from a Jewish perspective.
ARNOLD FRUCHTENBAUM’S
WRITING MINISTRY
In 1974, Dr. Fruchtenbaum began
his writing ministry (the following all
published by Ariel Ministries). Jesus
Was a Jew is a great apologetic study
on the Person of Christ and how the
rabbis view Him, as well as a great
study on Isaiah 53. This book
demonstrates that the identity of the
Servant of the Lord is fulfilled by Jesus the Messiah and not by collective
Israel. It is still in great demand today.
In 1983, Dr. Fruchtenbaum published two books. One of those, The
Footsteps of the Messiah, was revised
in 2003, making it one of the most
comprehensive works on the end
times published to this day.
That same year, Biblical Love Making was released. It is a unique book
that presents a literal love story of the
courtship, wedding, and sexual intimacy between Solomon and his wife
the Shulamite woman rather than
treating it as an allegory of Christ and
the church.
Beginning in 1983, Dr. Fruchtenbaum began writing a series of manuscripts (there are now 191 of them) on
different biblical and doctrinal topics.
These were created originally for
Ariel’s radio ministry.
In 1989, Dr. Fruchtenbaum published his signature work, Israelology:
the Missing Link in Systematic Theology. It is a classic work on Israel’s past,
present, and future. The book deals
with everything that relates to God’s
plan for Israel.

In 1998, Ariel Ministries published
Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s Messianic Christology. In it he shows the thirty First
Coming references of Messiah Yeshua
that He fulfilled.
DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE
YEARS
Ariel Ministries developed a radio
program, built a training institute in
biblical studies (Camp Shoshannah),
and established messianic congregations. It has developed a large resource library for individual believers
who have a passion to share the
gospel of Messiah effectively with their
Jewish neighbors, coworkers, and acquaintances.
GROWTH OF ARIEL MINISTRIES
The focus of Ariel Ministries has
been and is to fulfill the purpose of
evangelism and discipleship through
Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s teaching and from
the dedicated teachers at Camp
Shoshannah. Ariel Ministries has developed a first-class Web site that
makes the material more available to a
computer-literate world by updating
its resources from print to MP3s,
DVDs, and e-books.
Ariel Ministries is working on some
new material as it continues to grow.
This includes a biography of Dr. Arnold Fruchtenbaum, which is
presently in the editing stage of production.
Another book, The Life of Messiah,
is written from a Jewish perspective.
Many people in Jewish ministries are
eagerly anticipating its completion.
Ariel Ministries has also just completed a revision of Dr. Fruchtenbaum’s book Hebrew Christianity,
which is now called The Remnant of
Israel. This book gives up-to-date material on the growth and changing face
of the messianic movement.
Ariel Ministries also began publishing other books, such as my own Discovering the Mystery of the Unity of
God. This book deals with the tri-unity of God and the deity of the Messiah
exclusively from the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament).
METHODS OF OPERATION
Ariel Ministries is a faith work,
meaning that it is supported by believers who value the need to have quality biblical material to reach the Jewish
community for Messiah. From its inception, its policy is to take its daily
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needs to God and then look to Him to
supply those needs through His people.
Ariel Ministries does not send out
appeal letters for monetary needs. Its
administration is conducted by a
board of directors, which oversees the
ministry and its direction. The CEO directs the day-to-day ministry operations.
PRESENT OUTREACH
Ariel Ministries has operated in
many cities in the United States. Today there are ministry outreaches in
San Antonio and Pleasanton, Texas;
in Keesville, New York; in Chicago, Illinois; and in Charlotte, North Carolina.
There are eight branches in other
parts of the world. These are in Canada, Russia, Ukraine, Germany, the
United Kingdom, Australia, New
Zealand, and Israel.
A new Web site has been developed in conjunction with other Jewish
missions. It contains the testimonies
of Jewish people who have come to
faith in Messiah. Go to www.messiah.com.es
ADDITIONAL ARIEL MINISTRIES
PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
Along with the future publication of
Life of Messiah, Ariel Ministries has
begun a commentary series. Three
volumes have been completed on
Genesis, Judges, and Ruth and the
messianic Jewish epistles (Hebrews,
James, I and II Peter, Jude). There are
plans for more commentaries to be

published. When Your Face Was Your
Destiny, the story of the Fruchtenbaum
family’s escape from the Nazis, has
just been pubished.
POINTS OF BLESSING
By the work of the Lord through Ariel
Ministries, Jewish people come to
faith in Messiah. They are then trained
and go on to serve their Messiah in
many different capacities.
Ariel Ministries rejoices for the
Lord’s provision of some large gifts for
Camp Shoshannah and the needed
support to finish equipping the Bible
Training Institute and getting it ready
for use. The main building is already
nearing completion.
Many more people are becoming
aware of the need to evangelize Jewish
people and disciple them in the faith.
The “Come and See” section of the
Ariel Ministries Web site (www.ariel.org)
has been a successful tool in discipling
both Jew and Gentile in the essential
doctrines of the faith.
PRAYER SUPPORT
Prayer is something that Ariel Ministries values and desires from all who
are interested in Jewish missions.
Please pray with us for a harvest of
both Jewish and Gentile souls and that
those new believers will be discipled in
the Scriptures.
To know more about Ariel’s ministry,
you can visit the Web site at
www.ariel.org. Pray with those at Ariel
Ministries as it strives to do all things
for God’s glory and honor. ★
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Sergius Paulus: The Proconsul of Cyprus Meets
the Apostle Paul
BY

UKE gave the account of Paul’s
first missionary convert to Christianity in Acts 13:6-13. He identified the
man, “Sergius Paulus,” as the proconsul. Bible critics once claimed that
Luke blundered in his use of this title—
that is, until archaeological evidence
for both the name and the title of the
Roman governor of Cyprus were
found carved in stone—more than
once. The implications of these finds
for Luke the historian and the book of
Acts are tremendous.
The story begins when the Apostle
Paul embarked on the first of his three
missionary journeys around A . D .
46—47. Paul and Barnabas set sail
from the Syrian port of Seleucia for
Cyprus (Acts 13:4). As a native Cypriot (4:36), Barnabas would have known
the people and numerous synagogues
attended by Jews all over the island.
At the end of a 130-mile voyage, the
three men landed at Salamis, on the
eastern shore of Cyprus. After Paul and
Barnabas preached the Word of God in
the Salamis synagogues, they traveled
across the island to the westernmost
city of New Paphos (Acts 13:5-6). The
close to 100-mile trek was most likely
made via the imperial Roman highway
along the southern coast and passed
through about half a dozen towns.
This itinerary is suggested by the
discovery of dated Roman milestones,
one of which was found between Curium and Old Paphos. It is inscribed
with the name “Caesar Augustus” and
dates to around 12 B.C. (Gill, “Paul’s
Travels Through Cyprus,” Tyndale Bulletin, no. 2, 1995). After passing
through Curium and Old Paphos, Paul
and Barnabas arrived at New Paphos,
their primary ministry destination. Although Salamis was the largest and
most heavily populated city on Cyprus
(with perhaps 100,000 inhabitants),
New Paphos was the provincial capital and therefore the governor’s place
of residence (Acts 13:7).

L

TREASURE HUNTERS AND
REAL DIGGERS
For centuries, poor villagers raided
exposed and unguarded ruins. The
treasures they sought were building
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materials for their own use and ancient
artifacts to sell at the local flea market.
But during the nineteenth century, as
legitimate scholarly interest was
aroused, a new kind of antiquities looter arrived on Cyprus.
Howard Vos described these new
treasure hunters as “amateur diggers
of a quasi-scholarly sort [who] began
to loot Cypriote sites of their treasures
[museum quality pieces], causing
much damage in the process.” Thankfully, however, as Vos later explained,
oversight of Cypriot antiquities finally
began in 1935 with the founding of the
Cyprus Department of Antiquities.
And in 1955, under the supervision of
H. W. Catling, the department initiated
an island-wide mapping survey of all
archaeological sites (Archaeology in
Bible Lands, Moody).
Among these ancient Cypriot sites,
Paphos is of particular interest to students of the New Testament. As already suggested, there were actually
two cities of Paphos. In 15 B.C., an
earthquake destroyed the original city,
which was founded in pre-Hellenic
times. The city was famous for one important monument—the ancient temple of Aphrodite. According to Tacitus,
the temple was “renowned among
both natives and foreigners” (Histories
2.2).
After the earthquake, Caesar Augustus built a “New Paphos” (Nea Paphos) some six to seven miles southeast of what became known as “Old
Paphos” (Papaipaphos). When the
missionaries arrived at New Paphos,
many pilgrims still journeyed to Old
Paphos and paid homage to the goddess of love, who was represented in
the center of the temple by a coneshaped stone idol. The British School
of Archaeology at Athens uncovered
this artifact in its 1887 excavation of
the temple (Vos). But the stone goddess of Old Paphos held no attraction
for Paul and Barnabas. The focus of
their ministry was the flesh-and-blood
governor residing at New Paphos.
That city was the focal point for “real
digger” (scientific archaeologist) K.
Nikolaou, who supervised a dig at
New Paphos for the Cyprus Depart-

ment of Antiquities in 1962. And in
1966, K. Michalowski excavated there
for Warsaw University. Ongoing archaeological excavations continue to
be conducted at New Paphos up to
the present time. Vos wrote of the New
Testament city’s remains, “Everywhere there are evidences of the importance of the city in Roman times.”
Among others, these include an amphitheater, a theater, an odium, a temple, the city wall, and two impressive
breakwaters in the Roman harbor. But
the most exciting discoveries relating
to Paul’s stay at Paphos are three inscriptions: one found at Soloi
(Cyprus), one from Rome, and another from Pisidian Antioch.
THE NAME INSCRIBED IN STONE
The Soloi inscription (Cyprus). Luigi
Palma di Cesnola, U.S. consul in Cyprus between 1865 and 1877, was one
of the more aggressive collectors of
“museum quality” antiquities mentioned above. Cesnola, of ItalianAmerican descent, amassed a great
number of archaeological pieces,
which he sold to the Metropolitan Museum of New York. For students of the
Bible, most significant among these
items is a Greek inscription found at
Soloi, on the northwestern coast of
Cyprus.
The inscription bears the phrase “in
the proconsulship of Paulus.” Ramsay
dated it to A.D. 47, in Claudius’s reign
(Robertson, Luke the Historian in the
Light of Research, Nabu Press). Unger
stated, “Without any reasonable
doubt [it] refers to the Sergius Paulus
whom Paul introduced to Christianity”
(Archaeology and the New Testament,
Zondervan).
The Latin Inscription (Rome). Clinton E. Arnold described a second inscription (in Latin) found in Rome. According to Arnold, the inscription
“makes explicit mention of this man
[Sergius Paullus]” (Zondervan Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary,
Zondervan). Note the second l in the
Latin spelling of Paulus.
Arnold explained further that “his full
name is given as ‘Lucius Sergius
Paullus.’ He is listed along with four

other men as a director of water management for the Tiber river in Rome.”
This Tiber River authority was tasked
with controlling the river’s water flow
to prevent calamitous flooding that
occasionally occurred in the city.
It should be noted here that the typical Roman name had three parts,
which included: a praenomen—an individual or personal name within a
family, like our first name (as “Lucius”);
a nomen—a family or clan name, like
our surname (as “Sergius”); and a cognomen—the branch within a family, a
subclan name (as “Paulus/Paullus”).
The inscription specifically states
that Paulus’s time of service was during the reign of Emperor Claudius, evidently during the early years (about
A.D. 41–47). According to Arnold, “The
dating suggests that Sergius Paulus
served as proconsul of Cyprus either
just before his position in Rome or just
after.”
Other scholars concur with Arnold’s
conclusion, for, as E. M. Blaiklock
wrote, “The date would fit well, if the
official’s next appointment was to the
proconsulship of Cyprus—as scholars
as diverse as K. [Kirsopp] Lake and
F. F. Bruce agree” (Blaiklock and Harrison, eds., The New International Dictionary of Biblical Archaeology, Zondervan).
The Pisidian Antioch inscription. Sir
William M. Ramsay discovered yet another inscription during his 1912 excavations at Pisidian Antioch. The inscription, related to the one described
above, bears the names of both the
proconsul of Cyprus and his son. “The
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text,” wrote Ramsay, “is engraved in
good letters of about A.D. 60 to 100, on
a block of stone which once must have
formed part of the wall of a building”
(The Bearing of Recent Discovery on
the Trustworthiness of the New Testament, Baker).
Ramsay translated the text as follows: “‘to L(ucius) Sergius Paullus the
younger, son of Lucius, one of the four
commissioners in charge of the Roman streets, tribune of the soldiers of
the sixth legion styled Ferrata, quaestor, etc.’” Arnold concluded from this
inscription that “apparently the son of
the proconsul of Cyprus became an
important Roman official in Pisidian
Antioch, the very place the apostle
Paul and his companions travel to next
[see Acts 13:13-14].”
“HISTORIAN OF THE FIRST RANK”
Through the years, Bible critics have
assailed Luke’s accuracy as a historian. As stated previously, they rejected
his designation of Sergius Paulus as
proconsul (“deputy of the country” in
Acts 13:7). The critics claimed that
since Cyprus was an imperial
province, the correct title would have
been “propraetor,” not “proconsul.”
Bible scholar and linguist A. T.
Robertson explained the difference
between the two titles and thus the basis of the critics’ complaint. Robertson
wrote: “There were two kinds of
provinces in the [Roman] empire: the
senatorial and the imperial. The senatorial provinces were under the control
of the senate, and the governor was
called proconsul. The emperor gov-

erned the imperial provinces and the
governor was termed propraetor.”
Robertson explained further that
control of the provinces continually
changed hands between the senate
and the emperor. Thus, Cyprus was indeed an imperial province prior to 22
B.C. and was governed by a “propraetor.” But in that year, prior to Paul’s visit, it became a senatorial province governed by a “proconsul.” And so it was
when the apostle arrived at Paphos, as
the inscriptions demonstrate. After
Paul’s departure, it again came under
imperial control. “Once more,” concluded Robertson, “Luke is vindicated
by the rocks.”
At the beginning of his career, Ramsay was counted among Luke’s critics.
Josh McDowell told the story: “Sir
William Ramsay is regarded as one of
the greatest archaeologists ever to
have lived. He was a student in the
German historical school of the mid19th century. As a result, he believed
that the Book of Acts was a product of
the mid-second century A.D. He was
firmly convinced of this belief. However, he was forced to do a complete reversal of his beliefs due to the overwhelming evidence uncovered in his
research” (Evidence That Demands a
Verdict, Campus Crusade for Christ).
As Ramsay himself declared, “Luke
is a historian of the first rank; not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy; he is possessed of the true historic sense . . . In short, this author
should be placed along with the very
greatest historians.” ★
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Our Role as Parents—
How Do We Rate?
BY

ARENTING is an awesome responsibility. As a mother of two
adult children, I know how essential it
is to provide direction and a nurturing
environment.
When we hold our newborn baby in
our arms for the first time, we are
amazed at this little miracle that God
has brought into our lives. As new parents, we hope we will be competent
enough to raise him or her well.
While our children grow year by
year, there are many opportunities to
guide them and to share in their experiences. Although our families may not
be perfect, our desire should be to
bring honor to God in how we live. Our
home is His establishment. “Except
the Lord build the house, they labour
in vain that build it” (Ps. 127:1).
Parenting is a stage of life’s journey
where beliefs about life are tested and
defined. It is a time when a person’s
true character is exposed and refined.
It perfects fathers and mothers.
Core values and beliefs are passed
on in two basic ways. They are taught
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through instruction and passed on
through the environment that is created in the home.
The impact of how fathers, mothers,
and children live lasts for generations.
I am grateful for my spiritual heritage.
My parents and grandparents have
been wonderful role models. I know
with certainty that their profound faith
and godly character has made a difference in my life. I know they often
prayed for us.
Pray regularly for family members.
Prayer works. God does hear and respond to our prayers. I prayed for my
daughter and son even before they
were born.
We can pray for our children’s salvation, their protection, and their character development. We can pray for
them in their daily activities and for
their future.
BALANCED GROWTH
As Christian parents, we want our
children to grow to become responsible adults with a genuine faith in God.

We want them to have healthy development in every area of life.
Jesus’ growth as a boy and young
man is our model of all-around growth.
Luke 2:52 says, “And Jesus increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favour
with God and man.” Jesus progressed
in wisdom (intellectually), in stature
(physically), in favor with God (spiritually), and in favor with men (relationally).
Let us take a closer look at the dimensions of development. The three
dimensions are (1) intellect, or knowledge; (2) spiritual formation; and (3) interpersonal skills.
1. Intellect, or knowledge. Without a
doubt, getting a good education is important. Yet gaining knowledge covers
a lot of things. Education is not just
about reading, writing, and arithmetic.
Parents need to be aware of their
school’s curricula and of what their
children are being taught.
We are in the world but not of the
world. It is important to teach our children to discern between the two.

Some schools are infusing students
with destructive and false values. Today’s permissive culture crosses over
into schools and university campuses.
Parents play a vital role in shaping their
children’s worldview.
2. Spiritual formation. This is the
second dimension of growth. Without
a fundamental love for God, life is hollow and unsatisfying. Without a relationship with the one true God, there
are few absolutes and many mushy
beliefs.
People who grow in biblical knowledge and in a relationship with God
are ready to conquer the difficult issues of life. They can trust God to help
them handle the gales of life that come
their way.
The starting point for parents who
desire to teach biblical truths is for
their own love for and devotion to God
to be real. Children must see that God
matters in their parents’ lives.
From the time Solomon was a boy,
his father, David, challenged him to
seek wisdom. Later, when Solomon
became king and the Lord asked what
he desired, Solomon asked for “an understanding heart” (I Kings 3:9). Wisdom provides understanding and the
ability to discern between right and
wrong.
The Bible teaches God’s value system to succeed in life. It provides us
with the principles of devotion to God,
obedience to His commands, and love
for others.
3. Interpersonal skills. This is the
third dimension of development.
Learning to relate well with others
should start at a young age. Families
with brothers and sisters provide an
incubator for learning how to get along
with others. Manners and basic social
skills are acquired by instruction and
example.
Influencing our children by imparting important life skills requires time as
we live together. When children bond
with their father and mother, they are
happier and more self-assured in life.
For children to reach their full potential, they must develop in all three
dimensions of growth.
THREE BIBLICAL DIRECTIVES
FOR PARENTS
God’s directives for parents are
summed up beautifully in one sentence: “And, ye fathers, provoke not
your children to wrath: but bring them
up in the nurture and admonition of the
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Lord” (Eph. 6:4). The term “father” in
this verse also includes the mother.
This verse summarizes God’s order
for parents with three actions they are
to utilize. They are to love, discipline,
and teach.
1. Love. God our Father models His
fatherhood to those He loves. When
God disciplines us, it proves that He
loves us. God trains and disciplines us
as any loving father does his children
(Heb. 12:6-7).
To love a child does not mean to
give in to all of his or her whims. Parents may struggle with getting across
the idea that they love the child but not
the behavior.
As parents, we are to promote order
in the household. This is to be done in
love. Does God’s love show up in our
homes?
Examine the emotional environment
of your home. How do family members
talk to each other? Do they talk in respectful tones, or do they yell demands and responses? Do daily family interactions contribute to a sense of
self-confidence or humiliation?
I have observed fathers and mothers yell at their children. I recall one occasion that took place at a well-known
amusement park. On this particular
day, I noticed a father shouting angrily, squarely in the face of his seven- or
eight-year-old son. The son did not
look angry or defiant. He appeared
embarrassed and kept his head down.
The whole family looked miserable.
To really know a man, observe his
behavior toward women and children.
Does he treat them with respect and
dignity? Love is kind.
2. Discipline. Some parents suppose that human nature is basically
good. They believe that if you love
your child, you will not discipline him.
So when they find their children acting
“bad,” they are surprised. They should
not be, for we live in a fallen and sinful
world.
Jesus was one child who knew
more than His parents; yet He obeyed
them. He honored His parents. He
showed respect for people in authority, starting with His earthly parents.
Some parents begin with giving in
and end with giving up. They are already a step behind in creating a
wholesome parent-child relationship.
The ground rules need to be set when
children are young. It is imperative to
be steadfast in guiding children’s conduct and character. Proverbs 19:18

tells parents to discipline their children
when they are young, “while there is
hope.”
In Hebrews we are reminded that
being corrected or punished is not enjoyable. But later we see the result of
character growth: “the peaceable fruit
of righteousness” (12:11). Disciplined
children become adults with self-discipline and self-control. They have
learned there are consequences to
their behavior.
If it is our desire to discipline our
children, we likewise should strive to
be disciplined people. Some areas
to examine are entertainment choices, responsible handling of money,
and keeping our word and our promises.
3. Teach. Teach about the principles of loving God throughout the
day’s events. “And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou liest
down, and when thou risest up”
(Deut. 6:7). Speak to your children
naturally of God’s Word. Dinnertime
can be a time for great conversations.
My parents naturally brought the
subject of God into our everyday conversations. As a child with an inquisitive mind, I would ask them questions
about things I did not understand in
the Bible, about God, and concerning
the world around me.
Our children can discover Bible heroes and comprehend God’s greatness as they hear and read stories of
the Old Testament. Books from the
New Testament offer lessons on the
life of Christ and Christlike character.
The character qualities of the Christian need to be taught. These include
truthfulness, perseverance, and patience.
In his first letter to Timothy, Paul emphasized the importance of believers
taking care of family. He wrote, “If any
provide not for his own, and specially
for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel” (5:8).
There is no place like home. Mature
and loving parents will take on the responsibilities that come with having
children. They will train them morally,
sharing their time and encouraging
them in both words and actions. Children will know they are in a safe
place. ★
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Black-and-White and READ!
BY

HE entrance of thy words giveth
light; it giveth understanding unto
the simple” (Ps. 119:130).
He worked in the hot steel mill, six
days a week, ten hours a day, to support his wife, four children, and his aging mother. Sunday was his only free
day, but it was not a day of rest. He
was pastor of a church whose congregation could not pay a living wage.
Sunday afternoon was spent conducting services in two small mining
towns—the only gospel witness for
hundreds of people.
On Monday morning, as soon as he
laid his lunch pail down, one or more
coworkers would ask, “Did you bring
any of them papers with you?”
Dad knew which papers they
meant: extra copies of the Sunday
school take-home papers that had
been distributed at church and the
mission schools. As a youngster, it
was my job to go around after services and retrieve any papers that
were left behind. “I like them stories,”
Dad was told. The gospel message
was clearly embedded in the stories
and articles published by Union
Gospel Press. Sometimes Dad did
have opportunities to witness oneon-one.
At break time, the workers would
read the articles while eating a
snack. They did not realize that they
were “hearing the Word” as they
read the articles and stories. When
the whistle blew for them to return to
work, “them papers” were stuffed in
pockets to be taken home. It is impossible to determine the influence
of those simple short stories and articles.
Many years later, my father’s daughter submitted her first story to Union
Gospel Press. It was accepted, and so
began my life of writing short stories,
devotional articles, and Bible curriculum for all ages.
Later there would be books to write,
film scripts to develop, and Christian
videos to continue spreading the
gospel as new writing opportunities
emerged. What a joy it was to learn
that one of the videos was translated
into many other languages and used
by missionaries in other countries,
sometimes where gospel preaching
was not permitted!

PATRICIA COLAS OVIATT
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There were two rules I have tried to
keep in mind, whatever medium I was
working in: honor Jesus Christ and
aim for the heart.
Without the Word, there would be no
salvation. God communicated with
man through the spoken and written
word and then sent His Son to earth as
the living Word.
Before we had the complete written
Word of God, people had to depend
on a few men who had studied the Old
Testament Scriptures. Jesus condemned those leaders who misused
the Holy Scriptures by adding to them
and subtracting from them. He condemned the priests and Pharisees
who were guilty of improper use of the
law (cf. Matt. 11:25; 23:2-3; Luke
11:46).
In the old days we were zealous in
handing out gospel tracts—even to
the point of rolling them up in cellophane and tossing them from car windows. People scrambled to retrieve
what they thought was candy. Perhaps a few people actually read the
tracts. But even as a child, I felt guilty
about doing this, as it was a deceptive
way to get God’s Word into their
hands. It somehow did not feel fair!
Times have changed, but God’s
Word never changes. Every time

someone invents another way to receive or send news, we must thank
God that there is another way to reach
people with the gospel. A few years
ago, who could have imagined rubbing a finger across a screen and seeing pages of books appear? We never
dreamed that the whole Bible could be
contained on one’s cell phone. Those
heavy volumes of Bible commentaries
are now available online (some free) for
anyone who has computer access.
This is still the written Word, even
though it may not necessarily be on
paper.
We are privileged in America to be
able to purchase Christian books in
food stores, gas stations, or airports. However, just because something is in print does not mean it is
truth or that it can be trusted. How
many times has someone written a
book predicting when the rapture or
Christ’s return would take place?
Somehow we are not surprised
when we learn that the “prophet”
claims that God has revealed to him
the real date of Christ’s coming. For
a nominal price, you can know
something that Jesus said no man—
not even the angels—knew (cf. Matt.
24:36). But the chosen date comes
and goes. Just before Jesus went

back to heaven, He told His friends,
“It is not for you to know the times
or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in his own power” (Acts
1:7). Many false prophets, nevertheless, claim to have inside information that is outside of God’s Holy
Word.
As we excitedly check out the new
ways of communicating, we might
conclude that the days of publishing
the written word are over. However,
not everyone can afford computers
and other smart gadgets. It is unlikely
that electronic print will completely
displace paper books or Bibles anytime soon.
There are hundreds of Christian
markets that are still open to the rookie writer. When a prospective author
asks for a place to submit his manuscript, I recommend the Christian
Writer’s Market Guide (Tyndale
House). This large reference book (updated yearly) reveals publishers’ contact information and a list of their “special needs,” whether it is short articles,
devotionals, fiction, poetry, or, yes,
even e-books! You can purchase this
book online.
Your daily experiences can be put
into writing. Journaling online (called
blogging) is an excellent way to get
writing experience. Some events are
worth sharing with others—especially
when you want to let others know how
God has intervened or been a special
help to you.
Everything begins and ends with
words. Words may end up on a screen,
but at first they usually exist as some
form of print media.
While I was in college, I had a parttime job reading textbook materials to
a blind woman who was doing college
work. She transposed the words I read
to her into Braille with her special typewriter. It was difficult at first for me to
realize that this blind student was capable of writing carefully composed
answers to questions. She had abilities that were far beyond my grasp.
Now, the spoken word can easily become the written word by use of electronic devices.
Witnessing face-to-face is, I believe, the most exciting way to spread
the gospel. What joy the Lord gave
me when I talked to an elderly woman
in a local nursing home! She had been
depending on her good works to get
her to heaven. She received the Saviour that day. The next week, her
mental condition deteriorated so
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much that she did not even recognize
me. A few weeks later, I attended her
funeral, where I was able to testify
that Fran was certainly at home with
the Lord Jesus! Some of her relatives
had been concerned about her spiritual condition, but now they rejoiced
that Fran was saved just in time! That
is the great joy of witnessing face-toface.
The disciples went everywhere witnessing, but we can be thankful that
the Holy Spirit used them to put God’s
Word into written form. What would life
be like without the written Word of
God?
Some people maintain that the age
of giving gospel tracts is over—that
people are hesitant or unwilling to receive free pamphlets. Those cheap
paper tracts of my childhood will now
probably end up littering a parking lot.
However, there are many ingenious
ways to spread the gospel by means
of colorful booklets and even inexpensive books.
Christians may place used books in
areas like a park bench, swimming
pool, or waiting areas in doctors’ offices or bus terminals. If you do attempt such a ministry, it would be
wise to remove any personal information from what you leave for
strangers.
Christian videos may not be considered the gospel in print; but if you
are interested in such a ministry, you
will learn that it begins with reams of
printed paper and many rewrites before the video reaches its final
stages.
Several years ago, I was approached by board members of a
Christian children’s ministry. Would I
consider writing a script for a film to be
used to illustrate the ministry and at
the same time give a clear gospel
message? I agreed to write this, unaware of the work involved, even
though I was also a full-time teacher of
a large class of fifth and sixth graders.
How was I to come up with a story that
was interesting as well as inspiring?
Then I remembered a former student:
Richard!
Richard had worn me out as I tried
to teach him as well as reach him for
Christ. Little by little, I learned the reasons for his rebellious and sometimes
vicious behavior. He had loved his father, but Richard’s father obviously
hated him.
By the end of that school year, there
was an unbelievable change in that

boy’s life due to the loving, patient faculty and especially the entrance of
God’s Word into his life.
So Richard’s story—with all names
changed—began in print—lots of print
and many rewrites. Some nonwriters
objected to names I had chosen for
characters. Did they not realize that
meant many rewrites? Eventually I
was privileged to watch the filming of
this video. From idea to film involved
hundreds of hours of writing and
rewriting. This was the first of several
film scripts that God gave me the privilege to write.
To the early-blooming writer, I
would emphasize that if you are easily discouraged or if you cannot take
criticism profitably, perhaps there are
other ways you can use your abilities
to witness. Many people want to write
(and think they can) but soon find that
is hard and at times discouraging
work. But, oh, the rewards! Few people become wealthy with the publication of their first book. However, the
rewards are like gold when one learns
that someone’s heart has been
changed, or that a child has memorized the Scriptures used in the stories, or that a family has been
blessed!
A problem with writing for some
publications is that it may take up to
two years before your writing is in
print. The Bible lesson you worked on
two years ago is just now being taught
in Bible schools across the country.
Each Lord’s Day, I pray for those
teachers and students who will be
studying the lessons.
If you have a good relationship with
a Christian publisher, you will learn
from them—they are the experts who
will check to see whether you properly quoted a Bible verse or if your language skills need tweaking.
Writing is hard work, but it is also
great joy. I hope you have a critic—
someone like my husband, who is my
strongest ally and my loving first reader.
When an article or story is completed, it gets a final check. Have I
given glory to my real editor—the
Lord Jesus? One day I reach that
long-awaited time when I can finally
mail the manuscript, including a
SASE (a self-addressed stamped envelope). There it goes, down the mail
chute, with a prayer that the printed
word will encourage a reader and glorify God. ★
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The Marks of Desolation
BY

OMETHING has gone wrong. We
all know it, but often we are not
able to tell immediately what has really changed in our situation. In fact, at
some time or other we sensed that we
were going downhill but did not know
what to do to stop that slide that
would ultimately end in our destruction.
Have you ever had that feeling? It
comes to us a little at a time. Before
we know it, we are caught in a quagmire of desolation, and often we do
not know what to do or how to get out
of that pit. We feel lonely and desolate.
During two important stages in the
history of God’s people Israel, they
were taken away as captives to a foreign land. In 721 B.C. they were taken as captives to Assyria. In 586 B.C.
they were taken to the nation of
Babylon (both of these places are the
area of modern-day Iraq). It was during the latter period that Jeremiah the
prophet spoke to the inhabitants of
Judah, showing them what would be
the marks of their desolation.
It is one thing to be taken to a foreign land against your will. It is quite
another to be made to stay there for
an extended period of time. In this
case it would be seventy long years.
The children born there would never
have seen their own homeland. The
word “desolation” in Jeremiah 25:11
showed how bleak things would be
for them. Jeremiah identified for
them the marks of their misery. As we
read this, it may be that we can examine for ourselves whether we are
in that kind of situation. Jeremiah’s
answer could be for us as well.
In Jeremiah 25:10 we find four clear
marks of desolation. The prophet indicated that when people are desolate,
these things happen. The voice of
mirth and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom and the bride,
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the sound of the millstones, and the
light of the candle are missing. Let us
examine these a little more closely for
ourselves.
The first sign of a life gone wrong
is a sense of sadness. The prophet
talked about the fact that the voice
of mirth and gladness had gone from
them. In today’s English that simply
means that they had nothing to be
happy about. They were in the first
stages of sliding into a period of dark
depression. They would be in a foreign land. The sights and sounds
that they were familiar with would be
absent, and they simply would not
be at home there. Since they could
not go back home, they would lose a
sense of hope.
When we lose hope, it is easy to
give in and stop fighting to move forward. As this article is being written, I
have just heard reports on the news of
Chilean miners being rescued after
sixty-nine days in darkness many
miles underground. What kept them
alive was their sense of hope even
when they had to ration their food to
stay alive. We often lose our sense of
gladness and mirth, and it seems
there is no hope. But our God promises to restore us from our time of sadness.
Sadness is not just a time when all
mirth disappears and there is no reason to rejoice. It is an all-pervading
feeling that life is not worth living.
There is nothing to motivate us to
move forward. Our psychiatric hospitals and clinics are filled with people
who have no hope. The word of the
prophet offers them something that
would restore them and ignite that lost
sense of hope.
The second mark of desolation was
that the voice of the bride and the
bridegroom were absent. Newlyweds
bring thoughts of a new life together.
Love is in the air. There is the promise

of rejuvenation and hope. It speaks of
another generation in the making. In
captivity in Babylon, the Jews would
not see this happening. Even their God
would seem to be missing as they
slowly adjusted to living in the foreign
land surrounded by pagan deities. It
was so easy to forget the God they had
always known.
When we are surrounded by desolation, it is easy to fall prey to depression. We lose all cause for rejoicing
and even postpone or cancel our
plans for celebration. The Jews’ hope
was gone, so they could not see any
beginning again. The voice of the bride
and the bridegroom suggested such
new beginnings. It may be that as we
read this, we see no hope for ourselves, and we are caught in the grip
of desolation. Jeremiah the prophet
has an answer for us.
The Babylonian Captivity would not
be the end of the story. Jeremiah helps
us see that lives in desolation can begin again. Our hope lies in turning back
to the God of Abraham, who showed
the Jews some lessons that they
needed to learn.
The third mark of desolation was
the silence of the millstones. In the
time of the Prophet Jeremiah, the
grinding of the millstones was a sign
of prosperity. It was a sign that business and commerce were in motion
and that the people were doing well.
The millstones were also an indication
that there was food. The millstones
were used to grind the grain needed
for survival, so their sound signified
the forestalling of any famine on the
horizon. In stark contrast, the prosperity of God’s people would be replaced with desolation.
When a people or a nation is not
prosperous, we know it immediately.
We know it because the signs of decay are everywhere. Instead of humming machinery in our factories, we

are met with silence. That often
means that people are not working,
which also translates into impoverished lives and desolation. If we put
ourselves in the shoes of the people
of God during this time, it is easy to
see that though we may not be in a
foreign land, we can see the signs of
desolation. Jeremiah shows us the
way to begin again.
The last mark of desolation that the
Prophet Jeremiah pointed out is that
the light of the lamp was missing. In
a day without electricity, when people returned from working in the
fields, they spent time with each other as family. The lamps were lit. The
original word in the Hebrew text suggests a lamp that was lit to provide
the light in the home. Olive oil was
probably the most commonly available fuel for this. When the lamps
were lit, it was time to settle down for
the night.
It must be remembered that when
the lamps were lit, it was time to share
some family time together. They probably did not stay up late, as we are often accustomed to doing, because
they also had to be awake at the crack
of dawn to go back to work for the
next day. In our day, we tend to be so
busy with our lives that we have little
family time together. As a result, our
families are breaking down. Jeremiah
reminds us that this is a sign of desolation, and he provides answers for
us.
Here is Jeremiah’s answer to the
desolation of his people. First, God
promised them that they would return
to their own land. Their desolation
would be turned into a return home.
The people had the promises of God
with them, and He could be trusted.
God offered them “grace in the wilderness” (Jer. 31:2). It was a sign of the
new covenant (vs. 31) that He had
made with His own people. It implied
a Messiah who was coming. He would
be the ultimate answer to all our desolation.
When we turn to our Messiah, the
Lord Jesus, all our desolation will be
turned into hope and fulfillment. The
sound of the millstone will return us to
prosperity. New hope will burn within
us, and the sounds of the wedding
bells will be heard again. Families will
sit around the dinner table and talk
about the goodness of God. There will
be happiness when we return to Jesus, who alone can restore us. It is He
who takes away our desolation. ★
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What’s in a Word?
Another
BY

DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

HEN is another not really another? In the English language, the
precise meaning of “another” is not always discernible without further information. For example, if someone says
he is going to buy another car, it is not
clear what is meant. Is he going to buy
another of the same make or try a different kind for a change? He might
also mean he is going to buy a second
vehicle.
Such uncertainty in English is not so
much a factor in Greek. That language
has two words for “another,” and in
most instances in the New Testament,
there is clarity. The two words are allos
and heteros. Let us look closer at the
two words, how they are used, and
their meaning.
In John’s Gospel, Jesus told His
disciples that He would “pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with
you for ever” (14:16). The Greek
word for “another” in this instance is
allos and means “another of the
same kind.” In other words, the
Comforter to come, identified in the
next verse as “the Spirit of truth,”
would be just like Jesus. The Spirit
Jesus spoke of is obviously the Holy
Spirit.
Jesus had been the original Comforter (one called alongside) to the disciples, but He was going to leave them
(cf. John 13:36). He told them that their
hearts should not be troubled because
He would come for them. In the meantime, they would have another Comforter just like Him. This coming Comforter would not only be with them as
Jesus had been but also in them forever (14:16-17).
Believers today should take comfort
in the knowledge that by having the
Spirit within, they are indwelt by God.
Truly, God is with us! Let us be thankful.
In Matthew 13 Jesus told a series of
parables to teach about the kingdom
of heaven. In verses 24, 31, and 33
Matthew linked the parables by allos
(“another parable”) to tip off his readers that Jesus was still on the same
topic.
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The other Greek word for “another”
is heteros, and we look at it in a passage where both heteros and allos
are used. In Galatians 1:6-7 we find
the English word “another” used
twice, but the two words are different
in the original text. Paul expressed
bewilderment at the Galatian Christians for moving away so quickly
from “the grace of Christ unto another (heteros) gospel: which is not another (allos).”
In contrast to allos, heteros means
“another of a different kind.” The Galatians had moved from the true gospel
to another gospel that in reality was
not anything like the gospel of Christ.
It really could not even be called a
gospel (good news).
Heteros is also used in the New Testament in I Corinthians 14:21 in compound form, to speak of “other
tongues,” a quotation from Isaiah concerning Gentile nations. Paul used another compound form in II Corinthians
6:14 for “unequally yoked,” which has
implications for marriage and other
contractual situations.
Many are familiar with the word
“heterodoxy.” It refers to a different
belief or doctrine, and Paul warned
against the teaching of a doctrine
other than that which is true (cf.
I Tim. 1:3; 6:3). The church is to always be on guard for anything other
than sound doctrine. We are also familiar with the term “heterosexual,”
which relates to desires between
male and female (two different genders).
The King James Version of Scripture has done well to bring out the
word meaning even though the English has only one word for “another.” A
good Bible commentary will deal with
those instances where there is ambiguity.
Whatever else one may take away
from this, one thing is certain. God
makes clear distinctions and draws
moral and ethical lines in places that
man would do well to recognize and
obey. May God help us see with His
eyes. ★
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Sermon
God’s Plan of Salvation:
I Peter 1:1-12
BY

N various forms, the following question has often been asked: “Which
is more important—Christian doctrine
or Christian living? This could be considered somewhat analogous to the
question asked of our Lord concerning the greatest commandment (Matt.
22:35-40). He responded by saying
that the greatest of all the commandments was to love God with our entire
being. He was then quick to point out
that loving our neighbor was second in
importance. Then Jesus added, “On
these two commandments hang all
the law and the prophets.”
As with the two great commandments, we might conclude that Christian doctrine and Christian living are
equally important. As faith and works
are intertwined and cannot be separated (Jas. 2:14-26), so it is with belief
and behavior.
This is certainly seen in many New
Testament epistles, where both salvation from sin and serving the Saviour
are stressed. In a number of the letters, the first part of the epistle deals
with Christian doctrine and the latter
part with Christian living. Peter’s first
epistle is no exception. That the theological section comes first also emphasizes that Christian living is built
upon Christian doctrine.
In spite of the fact that some church
members do not want to hear them,
doctrinal sermons are nevertheless
necessary for providing an adequate
foundation for Christian living. If, in
fact, our doctrine is incorrect, our lives
will not be correct, either.
As Peter opened his letter—to scattered believers in a five-province area
covering some 300,000 square miles—
he reminded them of God’s plan of salvation. It is a “great salvation” (Heb. 2:3)
that we dare not neglect, as there is no
escape from judgment for those who
do. So what did the eminent apostle
have to say about God’s plan of salvation that he heard from the lips of the
Master Himself?

I
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PLANNED BY THE FATHER
When many of us think of the plan of
salvation, we tend to focus on what we
must do in order to receive its blessings. To be sure, if we do not respond
to the grace of God, salvation remains
only a possibility, never a reality. In
truth, however, the plan of salvation
began before time and will be brought
to fruition after time has ceased to be.
Consequently, Peter reminded
these believers that they were “elect
according to the foreknowledge of
God the Father” (I Pet. 1:2). Just as
Christ’s death was “foreordained before the foundation of the world” (vs.
20), so too was our salvation.
Emphasizing these same truths,
Paul declared that those “whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his Son”
(Rom. 8:29). Those foreknown and
predestined are also called, justified,
and glorified (vs. 30).
This does not mean we are mere robots with no personal responsibility for
our choices. While it may be difficult
for us to comprehend, God’s sovereignty and man’s responsibility are
both clearly taught in Scripture. If a
man is lost, it is because he refused to
receive Christ, for God is “not willing
that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance” (II Pet.
3:9; cf. John 3:16; 6:37).
PURCHASED BY THE SON
Our redemption has come about because a great price was paid for our
sins—namely, “the precious blood of
Christ” (I Pet. 1:19). Peter first alluded
to this when he spoke of the “sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ” (vs. 2).
Peter often applied Old Testament
language to New Testament concepts.
The sprinkling of blood is an example of
this, and there are a number of things
the apostle could have had in mind.
Among the most memorable would
be the placing of the blood on the
doorposts at the original Passover

(Exod. 12:1-13). Paul said, “Christ our
passover is sacrificed for us” (I Cor.
5:7), and Peter identified Jesus as our
sacrificial lamb (I Pet. 1:19).
Equally memorable was the ceremony carried out on the Day of Atonement. The high priest entered the Holy
of Holies and sprinkled blood on the
mercy seat (Lev. 16:11-19).
A lesser-known occasion of the
sprinkling of blood occurred when a
leper was cleansed (Lev. 14:1-7). Of
course, our bodies are not cleansed
with such ceremonies (cf. I Pet. 3:21),
but our hearts are cleansed by faith
(Acts 15:9; Heb. 10:22; I Pet. 1:22).
Since this sprinkling of blood is connected with obedience (I Pet. 1:2), many
think that Peter had the ratification of
the covenant in mind (Exod. 24:3-8). On
that occasion, the people promised to
obey God. “And Moses took the blood,
and sprinkled it on the people” (vs. 8).
While we may not know all of what
Peter had in mind when he spoke of
the sprinkling of blood, we definitely
do know he affirmed that Christ died
for our sins, “the just for the unjust”
(I Pet. 3:18). In some way beyond our
comprehension, He actually bore our
sins in His physical body on the cross
(2:24), just as Isaiah 53 foretold.
PERFECTED BY THE SPIRIT
The “sanctification of the Spirit”
(I Pet. 1:2) has to do with both our initial conversion and our ongoing growth
in the Spirit. Obviously, the Holy Spirit
was instrumental in bringing us to
Christ by convicting us of sin. However, His ministry also includes perfecting
us, that is, making us more like Christ.
The words translated “saint,” “sanctify,” and “holy” all come from the same
Greek root word and emphasize separation, or being set apart. Just as God
wanted Israel to be holy (I Pet. 1:15-16),
so New Testament believers are to be
holy as well (2:5, 9). When Israel failed
to live up to her calling, she was severely chastised. The same is true of

modern believers who refuse to live
holy lives. In fact, without holiness, we
will never see the Lord (Heb. 12:14)!
But how can we know that we are
growing in holiness? In Ten Questions
to Diagnose Your Spiritual Health
(NavPress), Donald Whitney asked the
following:
1. Do you thirst for God?
2. Are you governed increasingly by
God’s Word?
3. Are you more loving?
4. Are you more sensitive to God’s
presence?
5. Do you have a growing concern
for the spiritual and temporal
needs of others?
6. Do you delight in the bride of
Christ?
7. Are the spiritual disciplines increasingly important to you?
8. Do you still grieve over sin?
9. Are you a quicker forgiver?
10. Do you yearn for heaven and to be
with Jesus?
Honestly answering these questions
will help us assess our growth in holiness.
PRAISED BY BELIEVERS
The word “blessed” (I Pet. 1:3) could
be translated “praised.” It is the Greek
word eulogetos, from which we get
“eulogy,” literally, “good word.”
A number of things are mentioned
by Peter for which we should certainly praise God.
One blessing for which we can praise
God is the new birth (I Pet. 1:3). Any
mention of the new birth calls to mind
that scene when Nicodemus went to
Christ and was told in no uncertain
terms that he had to be born again
(John 3:1-8). Although he was both a
religious man and a respected member
of the Jewish Sanhedrin, he still needed to be born again. What was true for
Nicodemus is equally true for all of us.
The new birth is the result of the
Spirit’s work through the Spirit’s
Word—namely, the Bible. We have
been “born again, not of corruptible
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word
of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever” (I Pet. 1:23).
This cooperation between the Spirit and the Word was seen on Pentecost when Peter preached the gospel
to the assembled multitude. Hearing
the Word (cf. Rom. 10:17) brought the
listeners to conviction of sin (Acts
2:37), resulting in three thousand bapSPRING QUARTER 2013

tized converts (vs. 41).
Another blessing mentioned by Peter is the living hope we possess
through Jesus’ resurrection. Apart
from Christ’s death and resurrection,
we would have no hope of eternal life.
While living the Christian life might
be beneficial in making our lives and
the lives of those around us better in
this world, without the promise of eternal life, this would all be an exercise in
futility. As Paul put it: “If in this life only
we have hope in Christ, we are of all
men most miserable” (I Cor. 15:19).
While some may want to believe
that Jesus was just a great teacher or
even a divine prophet, without His resurrection He would have been a deceiver par excellence. On the other
hand, if He truly arose, He is God Incarnate and the Saviour of the world,
just as He said.
Another blessing worthy of praise is
our heavenly inheritance (I Pet. 1:4).
Unlike earthly inheritances, which may
diminish in value or even be withdrawn, our inheritance is incorruptible,
undefiled, and unfading. It is, in fact,
“reserved in heaven for you.”
It is certain that we shall receive this
inheritance, for we “are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation” (I Pet. 1:5). Here “salvation”
refers to that future, final salvation to
be received when Jesus returns. In
this Peter’s readers could “greatly rejoice” (vs. 6), even in trials, just as all
believers can. It is our assurance of
salvation that motivates us to persevere (Heb. 10:22-26, 35-39).
FORETOLD BY PROPHETS
Salvation for humanity was not an
afterthought in the mind of God. As
was seen earlier, it was planned by the
Father from eternity. That being so,
God inspired prophets to foretell the
Messiah’s coming. When He arrived,
those looking for Him would be able to
identify Him because He would fulfill
the prophecies related to His arrival
and ministry.
Of particular importance was the
fact that the prophets foretold “the
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow” (I Pet. 1:11).
Although the prophets did not fully
understand the messages they were
receiving and communicating to others
(I Pet. 1:10), they faithfully wrote them
down so that future generations could
witness their fulfillment. Of course, we
can look back and see how these
prophecies were fulfilled, whereas the

prophets were looking forward to
events that had not yet occurred.
Fulfilled prophecy is one of the
greatest evidences for the truthfulness
of Scripture. While realizing that belief
in the Bible is ultimately an act of faith,
it is not a blind faith or simply a leap in
the dark. There are good reasons to
believe that the Bible is God’s Word,
and one of the strongest is the fulfillment of biblical prophecy.
When Jesus was born, all the Old
Testament books were already written.
The prophecies concerning the Messiah were well-known. Although some
claim that Christ merely arranged
events so as to fulfill biblical prophecy,
such a conclusion is utterly ridiculous.
How could Jesus have arranged His
virgin birth, His birthplace, the death of
the innocents, His departure for Egypt,
and His return to Nazareth (Matt.
1:18—2:23)? What about His betrayal,
the thirty pieces of silver, the crucifixion, His burial in a rich man’s tomb, or
the resurrection? All these were
prophesied centuries earlier!
Yes, our salvation was foretold by
the prophets! This is one of the
strongest evidences for the veracity of
the Scriptures.
PONDERED BY ANGELS
That “angels desire to look into” the
things of salvation (I Pet. 1:12) is intriguing. What this means is subject to
considerable speculation, however,
considering the fact that Peter did not
elaborate on what he meant.
We nevertheless might draw some
conclusions. First, salvation is something offered only to humans. The angels who sinned are imprisoned and
awaiting judgment (II Pet. 2:4; Jude
1:6). Apparently there is no redemption for fallen angels. Unlike humans,
angels saw God’s glory and heaven’s
beauty—and some still chose to rebel
against the Almighty.
That angels desire to look into the
things of salvation indicates they are
not omniscient beings. Like us, angels
were created by God; we are said to
be “a little lower than the angels” (Ps.
8:5). They apparently have the ability
to think, feel, and will, just as we do.
Perhaps angels wonder why God
loves mankind, especially with all our
faults. Yes, we are sinners. And, yes,
God does love us and has offered us a
great salvation through His Son. Will
you receive Christ as Lord and Saviour? If you do, even the angels will rejoice (Luke 15:10)! ★
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Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

A Glimpse into Paul’s Prayer Life
BY

INTRODUCTION
The final or last words of any person
are always significant to someone. As
the departing person looks back, the
priorities of his life’s actions are in full
view. In the case of a believer, however, the person looks forward to a faceto-face meeting with the Lord Jesus
Christ!
Paul’s second letter to Timothy
constitutes the apostle’s final
words—to Timothy and to us (cf. 4:68). In 1:3 Paul affirmed his steadfast
involvement in prayer for his young
protégé. We shall structure this article
around these concepts: the place or
location where Paul did his praying
and the principles from which we all
can learn.
THE PLACE WHERE
PAUL PRAYED
We learn from II Timothy 4:7 that indeed this was Paul’s final prison stay.
His execution was clearly impending.
Paul’s exemplary spirit sets an excellent example for all believers when
they face trials, heartaches, and difficulties. The place where Paul offered
his prayers for Timothy was not a
place we would usually consider conducive to a healthy lifestyle or an existence in godliness.
In that dark place, with no sanitation and no ventilation, Paul would
have found himself in a difficult situation. The place where he conducted
his praying was surely a difficult location.
PRINCIPLES FOR PRAYER
One of the first principles we can
learn is that prayer can be offered to
our sovereign God anywhere, anytime, and in any kind of circumstance.
This reminds us of the words of the
psalmist in Psalm 34:4 and 6: “I
sought the Lord, and he heard me,
and delivered me from all my fears. . . .
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This poor man cried, and the Lord
heard him, and saved him out of all his
troubles.”
We can also see that Paul prayed
persistently. “Without ceasing I have
remembrance of thee in my prayers
night and day” (II Tim. 1:3). Most likely his prayers were offered to God
consistently, even if not constantly.
There is a great principle here for all of
us as believers to apply in our prayer
lives.
We can learn that persistent prayer
will indeed reach the very throne of
God. No matter what transpires, never give up but keep right on praying.
It is vital to determine from these
words Paul’s attitude and his mental
outlook throughout this entire episode
in his life. The words of II Timothy 4:67 capture the apostle’s mental attitude
and outlook. He wrote, “For I am now
ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith.”
We can see from these words that
Paul’s outlook was one of steadfast
calm in the face of his imminent demise. This is a stellar example to all believers, no matter when or where they
might be. Troubles, afflictions,
heartaches, and all the problems we
face throughout a lifetime should not
deter us from emulating Paul’s outlook
and applying it to our lives.
Another principle here is that
Paul’s attitude was such that he did
not forget the needs of others.
Sometimes in the throes of our own
problems, we tend to overlook the
needs of others. We are preoccupied
with our own situation—and understandably so. However, we cannot
neglect a deep concern for our fellow
pilgrims along the way or for those
who need to trust Christ alone for
eternal life.
Let us return to Paul’s words that he

wrote in connection with his affirmation of praying for Timothy: “Greatly
desiring to see thee, being mindful of
thy tears, that I may be filled with joy”
(II Tim. 1:4). These words reveal that
Paul indeed did not neglect Timothy’s
needs. The imprisoned apostle was
not so burdened with his own situation
that he forgot others.
There are other lessons we can
learn as we contemplate the entire
context of Paul’s prayer life. In II Timothy 4:13 we gain insight into his frame
of mind. The text says: “The cloke that
I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou
comest, bring with thee, and the
books, but especially the parchments.”
This is a tremendous example for all
of us. Some of those who read this are
senior citizens, and perhaps their attitude is that they have learned enough
in their lifetime, that there is no need to
study any further.
We see that here the learned apostle was facing his own death. Yet to the
very end he wanted to study the books
and the parchments!
It definitely seems that Paul did a lot
more than just give lip service to his
own words in II Timothy 2:15. There he
wrote, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
No matter what the circumstances
in our lives, all of us, young and old,
can learn from the apostle’s calm, deliberate, even unflinching manner in
the face of his imminent death.
Paul’s calm repose and trust in God
can be a stellar example to all of us,
however young or old we are.
Reflecting on this snapshot of Paul’s
prayer life causes us to renew our own
determination to stand fast, armed
with the Word of God, as the sword of
the Spirit, and affirm again our rich heritage in God’s grace! ★

The Life and Times of Jesus
Refuting the Critics
BY

HOSE who embrace historic Christianity often hear the charge that
there is no evidence for the fundamental
truths of the Christian faith outside of the
Bible. This is as if to say that before we
can accept what the New Testament
says, we must find secular support for it.
Such an approach is certainly unrealistic, for many things happened totally
apart from secular witnesses. It would
be equally unfair to say that everything
in secular history must also be referenced in early Christian writings before
it can be accepted. The truth is that
events in the New Testament do not
need secular confirmation to be true, nor
do secular events need early Christian
confirmation to be true. Both comment
on events not recorded by the other.
To handicap the New Testament by
demanding secular corroboration before it can be trusted is to fail to recognize the historical value of the New
Testament documents.
Scholar Norman Geisler wrote, “We
have some 5,700 manuscripts of the
New Testament beginning with a gap of
only one generation from the original
text. Most books from the ancient
world survive on only 10 to 20 manuscripts that are separated from the original on average by nearly 1,000 years”
(“The Resurrection: Myth or History?”
Decision Magazine, April 2011).
In the same article, Geisler also noted that there were at least eight different writers of the New Testament,
whereas most records of events from
the ancient past have only one or two.
How does one explain away the historical confirmation of over five thousand Greek manuscripts of the New
Testament? What is remarkable is that
all of these manuscripts report the
very same events. They present the
same facts in a unanimous way. Either
all these dedicated copyists of the
writings of the apostles got it all
wrong, or they got it all right. It is far
more reasonable to conclude that they
got their facts right and have given us
an accurate representation of the fundamentals of Christianity than to claim
that they got it all wrong.
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The charge of the critics that you
cannot believe the New Testament unless you can verify it in secular sources
fails to recognize the tremendous historical value of the New Testament.
Another false charge of critics
against Christianity is the claim that
there is no historical evidence, apart
from the New Testament, that Jesus
was an actual person who lived and
died as Christians claim that He did.
On the contrary, consider these secular sources that refer to Jesus as an
actual historical person.
Tacitus, considered to be the greatest of all Roman historians, writing in
A.D. 115, clearly referred to Christ being put to death by Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius Caesar.
Suetonius, another Roman historian
writing at about the same time as Tacitus, also referred to Christ.
Josephus, the famous and often
quoted Jewish historian, writing
around A.D. 90 to 95, referred to Jesus,
who was called Christ. Josephus wrote
of Jesus’ public ministry, His death by
crucifixion, and the disciples’ report of
His resurrection appearances.
Pliny the Younger, a Roman governor and author, writing in A.D. 112, described Christians as meeting on a certain fixed day before it was light and
singing a hymn to Christ, as to a god.
A possible reference is found in the
Jewish Talmud (A.D. 70–200), which
refers to Yeshu (Jesus) being crucified
on the eve of the Passover.
There are other secular sources that
confirm that Jesus was a real person
who lived during the reign of Tiberius
Caesar. These provide solid secular
historical confirmation that Jesus of
Nazareth was a real person of history.
It should not shock us that there is
strong secular attestation of the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, for
the Apostle Paul alluded to the widespread knowledge of these events in
Acts 26:26. He told King Agrippa, “For
the king knoweth of these things, before whom also I speak freely: for I am
persuaded that none of these things
are hidden from him; for this thing was

not done in a corner.”
Paul indicated that the death and
resurrection of Christ were highly visible and well-publicized events. They
were not hidden or kept secret from
people. The fact they occurred during
the Jewish Passover meant that the
city was overflowing with people. During Passover, the city of Jerusalem
probably swelled to at least 500,000
people. Some estimate the number to
be closer to a million.
The majority of these were pilgrims,
who would have taken the news of Jesus’ death and resurrection to various
parts of the empire. When Paul said
these things were not done in a corner,
he spoke the truth! The knowledge of
Christ’s death and resurrection was
widespread; therefore, it was bound to
catch the attention of historians—
which it did.
Another sign of the widespread
knowledge of the crucifixion of Jesus is
found in the story of the disciples who
encountered the risen Christ on the way
to Emmaus on the first day of the week.
They were walking along, and suddenly Jesus walked up to them and
joined them on their walk. They were divinely kept from recognizing Him. He
asked them what they were discussing,
which brought forth an expression of
disbelief that He did not know what had
recently transpired in Jerusalem. They
answered His inquiry, saying, “Art thou
only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to
pass there in these days?” (Luke 24:18).
Christ’s crucifixion was so well-known
that only a stranger to Jerusalem would
not have been aware of it. Not only did
all Jerusalem know of His death; very
soon all Jerusalem would hear of His
glorious resurrection (Acts 5:28).
The same God who required sufficient
evidence for legal proceedings in the Old
Testament era also required sufficient
evidence for the death and resurrection
of His Son. That is why “this thing was
not done in a corner” (Acts 26:26).
The critics are wrong. The New Testament is clearly historically reliable! ★
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Meditations in Psalms

Psalm 2—God’s Royal Son
BY

OW do you see the Son of God? I
should hope that you do not see
Him as someone to rebel against.
Maybe you view Him as the rightful
King over all the earth. You should acknowledge Him as God Incarnate and
as the worthy object of your faithfulness and worship.
This is the subject and outline of
Psalm 2, which is arranged in a progression of three-verse units. The Son
is central in verse 7: “Thou art my
Son.” He is “his anointed” in the first
unit in verse 2. In the second unit
(verse 6), He is the “king” whom God
has placed upon His holy hill of Zion.
He is also “the Son” of verse 12, the
last of the four three-verse units of
thought in the psalm.
Knowing that Jesus is this royal Son,
we recognize Psalm 2 as a messianic
prophecy. In fact, it is one of only two
places in the Old Testament where
“anointed” or “messiah” is to be applied to the coming Saviour, Jesus. The
other is in Daniel 9:25: “From the going
forth of the commandment to restore
and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be seven weeks,
and threescore and two weeks.”
Here in Psalm 2:2 the heathen and
the people, the kings and the rulers,
are rebelling against “the Lord, and
against his anointed” (His messiah).
The first of the four units in this psalm
sets the stage for explaining just who
this Messiah is.
The question as to why the rebels
are opposing His reign elicits the answer that they do not know who He is.
They do not realize that He is the Son
of God, of the same essence as God
and equal with God. They are ignorant
of His credentials and assume that
they are able to defeat Him.
This brings up in our minds the
scene in Revelation 19:11-19: “The
kings of the earth, and their armies,
gathered together to make war
against him” (vs. 19). This, of course,
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will take place at the end of the Great
Tribulation, Daniel’s seventieth week,
immediately preceding Christ’s return
to the earth and the beginning of His
thousand-year reign in the kingdom.
The kings will not succeed. The
bands and cords of Christ’s control will
not be broken. The second unit of
Psalm 2, verses 4-6, explains that God
will laugh at them and “have them in
derision” (vs. 4) for their foolish notion
that they can defeat Him. Christ will
“speak unto them in his wrath” and
terrify them (vs. 5). This is the “sharp
sword” that goes “out of his mouth” in
Revelation 19:15. This spoken word is
sufficient to destroy His enemies.
The purposes of God will prevail,
and He will set Jesus on Zion’s hill,
Jerusalem, to be King. It is His right,
and He will possess the kingdom, as
described in Daniel 2:44: “The God of
heaven [shall] set up a kingdom.” The
superscription over the cross in Luke
23:38 will become true in actual fact:
“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”
“I will declare the decree” (Ps. 2:7),
seems to refer to the inauguration of
Jesus as King at the start of the millennium. Another possibility is that the
“decree” is the statement beginning in
verse 7, “Thou art my Son,” and going
through verse 9. This is what God the
Father will say at that occasion. It is to
be compared with what He said at Jesus’ baptism: “This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased” (Matt.
3:17).
Jesus is declared to be the Son of
God: “Thou art my Son; this day have
I begotten thee” (Ps. 2:7). Paul quoted
this verse at Antioch in Pisidia (Acts
13:33) to support his point that God
raised Jesus from the dead in fulfillment of Scripture.
The writer of Hebrews quoted the
phrase twice—once in 1:5 to show
that Christ is better than the angels
and once in 5:5 to prove that Jesus
was appointed by God to be our High

Priest, as opposed to appropriating
the office Himself. The statement is
extraordinarily clear, and it is the central theme of the psalm. God’s Son will
rule in spite of any opposition.
The “heathen” of Psalm 2:8 are all
the ethnic groups, Gentiles, of the
whole earth. None are to be left out.
God’s kingdom will encompass the entire world. They are Christ’s possession. If a “rod of iron” (vs. 9) is needed
to bring them into submission, so be it.
Zechariah 14:17 says that those who
will not come to Jerusalem “to worship
the King” will receive “no rain.”
It is better to submit willingly. That is
a good decision for each of us to make
personally too. The last unit in Psalm
2, verses 10-12, offers advice. “Be
wise . . . be instructed” (vs. 10) is directed at the kings and judges of the
earth. What is this advice? “Serve the
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling” (vs. 11). They should be diligent
to obey and to render worship, leading
their people in service and praise to
the one true God, the legitimate King.
He is Messiah Jesus, the Lord of lords.
Less than proper worship, indicated
by the phrase “Kiss the Son,” will
cause the King to “be angry” (Ps.
2:12). When detected, insincerity will
be dealt with severely. Blessings are
great—but so are punishments. Righteousness will be enforced.
The foolish will try to trust their own
ingenuity and will connive to foment
rebellion, even in the blessed age of
the millennium (Rev. 20:8). A decision
will have to be made by each individual then—to trust men or to trust the
Son. Scripture’s recommendation is
“Blessed are all they that put their trust
in him” (Ps. 2:12).
Believe in the Lord Jesus. Give Him
the worship that comes from your
soul. Trust Him with all you are and
have, even in the hard times, for one
day He will reign as King over all the
earth. ★

Bible Bookmark
Offering Sacrifices
BY

“All Hail!”
Two Marys, in the long ago,
Tread o’er the dusty way,
Which leads unto the empty tomb,
Where once their Savior lay.
But soon their grief is turned to joy,
When suddenly they hear,
“All hail!” in salutation sweet
From Him, to them so dear.
How gloomy must their night have
been,
With thoughts of loss and pain;
But then “All hail!” their Christ appears—
They’ve sought Him not in vain.
“All hail!” He greets them, now alive,
Alive forevermore;
They fall in worship at His feet
And His dear Name adore.
“All hail!” (“O joy” the meaning is)
He greets us, night and morn,
And, oh, may His sweet life in us
His Gospel e’er adorn!” ★
—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.
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Q. Did Jesus offer sacrifices for Himself during His earthly lifetime?
A. You have asked a question that few
people think about. It cannot be answered directly, since no verse states
that Jesus did or did not offer sacrifices.
It can be answered indirectly, however.
At Jesus’ birth, Joseph and Mary
followed the prescribed offerings of a
“pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons” (Luke 2:24). He was reared in a
home where offerings were made. Jesus was also completely obedient to
the law’s requirements. He said,
“Think not that I am come to destroy
the law, or the prophets: I am not come
to destroy, but to fulfil” (Matt. 5:17).
Jesus referred to the sacrificial system in His teaching. In the Sermon on
the Mount, He said that people would
bring a “gift to the altar” (Matt. 5:23-24).
When He healed a leper, He instructed
him to go “to the priest, and offer the
gift that Moses commanded” (8:4).
Jesus did quote Hosea 6:6 twice: “I
desired mercy, and not sacrifice”
(Matt. 9:13; 12:7). In both these cases,
however, He was not rejecting the sacrificial system but stressing that outer
sacrifices have no meaning without
heart righteousness.
We must also remember that not all
sacrifices were for sin. Leviticus describes five specific sacrifices in detail.
The first three of these were sacrifices for
when a person was already in fellowship
with God, called a sacrifice that was a
“sweet savour” (1:9, 13, and more). I believe that Jesus brought them.
Jesus probably participated in sacrifices for the first time at the age of
twelve, when He jour neyed with
Joseph and Mary to the temple at
Passover (Luke 2:40-52). We also
know that as an adult, He regularly attended such observances as Tabernacles (John 7:2), several Passovers
(John 2:13; 4:45; 6:4; 12:1), and even
Hanukkah (“Dedication”) (10:22),
where sacrifices were made.
The “sweet savour” sacrifices included the burnt offering (Lev. 1; 6:813), the meal or cereal (grain) offering
(chap. 2; 6:14-23), and the peace (fel-

lowship) offering (chap. 3; 7:11-36).
The burnt offering symbolized the
complete consecration of the offerer.
Jesus certainly fulfilled that ideal,
and Paul called all believers to offer
themselves as “a living sacrifice”
(Rom. 12:1). The meal offering symbolized thanksgiving and devotion to
God. Jesus certainly was the premier
example of that, and we are likewise
exhorted to offer the sacrifice of praise
(Heb. 13:15). The peace offering testified to a proper relationship with God
and the harmony it brought. Jesus
clearly was at peace with His Father.
We can have peace with God through
salvation (Rom. 5:1) and the peace of
God in daily life (Phil. 4:7).
The second group of sacrifices in
Leviticus is for a person out of fellowship with God. Jesus never needed to
offer these for any personal sins. Did
He participate in them as an “observer”? Did He accompany others as they
presented such sacrifices? Scripture
does not say. I would not be amazed if
He observed when others offered
these, as at Passover. No reason exists, however, for Him to have brought
any of these for Himself. The only sacrifice for sin Jesus offered happened
when He gave Himself for our sins.
The first of these sacrifices was the
sin (purification) offering (Lev. 4:1—
5:13; 6:24-30). The law required this
offering for unintentional sin. Observing it brought forgiveness to the worshipper. The second of these sacrifices was the guilt offering (5:14—6:7;
7:1-7). This offering could be for either
intentional (6:2-5) or unintentional sin.
It dealt with sins that require compensation to God or to an individual.
Instead of offering these sacrifices
for sin, Jesus offered Himself for us as
the final sacrifice (Heb. 10:12;
12:2). ★
If you have a Bible question that you
would like us to answer, please send
it to: Bible Bookmark, Union Gospel
Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio
44101, or e-mail us at theoed@uniongospelpress.com (subject line: BibleBookmark).
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Testimonies of Faith
He Was There All the Time
BY

ACY, a little neighbor girl, came
by to check on me. As she hugged
me, she asked, “How old are you?”
I groaned. “I’m seventy-seven.”
“Oh, no, you’re not! You’re only fourteen—seven plus seven is fourteen.”
After Macy left, I could not help
laughing. At the same time, I tried to
recall what and where I had been at the
age of fourteen.
The memory that swam in my brain
was the trail of my coming to know the
Saviour as mine.
From infancy to young childhood,
during the latter days of the Great Depression, my family lived in a white
renovated boxcar trailer in the middle
of the high desert in the Navajo Nation
in New Mexico. At that time, Dad was
a member of a road crew that was laying the highway from Gallup to Shiprock—a highway locals referred to as
the Devil’s Highway. In 2003, the highway was renamed U.S. 491.
Those were days of feasting on oatmeal, pinto beans, and fried potatoes,
because that was all we could afford.
Those were the days of no television,
no radio, no newspaper, and no
books—only the Holy Bible.
During those years, the only stories I
knew were those my mother read from
the Bible—the only book we had. Even
her loving discipline was expressed as
“Jesus knows—,” “Jesus says—,”
“Jesus sees—,” “Jesus wants—.”
For all that, Christ became mine in a
Sunday morning service in May 1948.
I was fourteen. I remember standing to
join in a congregational hymn and
thinking, Hooray! The preacher went
overtime, and now we have to sing.
I popped open the hymnal to the
song “Just As I Am” (Elliott), and there
in the middle of the page, right on the
word “I,” was a bloody, squashed,
dead fly. My first impulse was to drop
the book. Then from somewhere inside
my head came the question “What if
that were you?” I stepped from the pew
and walked to meet my Saviour.
Two years later, we moved to
Grandfield, Oklahoma, and my life of
blessing after blessing began.
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At sixteen, I dropped out of school.
My family was so poor that I had to
make my own living, busing and waiting
tables—and I did not like school anyway. God was there all the time, for I met
a kind man, Bill Walker, a local grocer,
who in a sense took me under his wing.
He was twenty-nine, and with my father’s permission we were allowed to
date. Shortly after our first date, Bill
asked me to marry him. I remember
thinking, Wow! I must really be something! A man—a real man, a man who
owns his own business—wants me as
his wife.
What happened next was as though
Jesus were speaking again as He had
to the laborers in the vineyard: “Whatsoever is right I will give you” (Matt.
20:4). I later discovered Dad and Bill
had come to an agreement.
Because a friend had offered Dad a
job driving an eighteen-wheeler crosscountry, my parents were moving to
Buffalo, New York. Before they left,
Dad signed papers, allowing the marriage. On Christmas Eve, 1950, I was
blessed to become Mrs. Bill Walker.
Shortly after our marriage, we
moved to a nearby town, where Bill
had purchased a grocery store. The
next five years were crammed with
blessing after blessing. We became
parents of four beautiful children:
Christie, Misty, David, and Dayna.
As my children matured, I worked to
be what my mother had been to me—
a messenger for Christ. From their
birth, I wrapped them in their blankets,
packed diaper bags, and off to church
we went. I volunteered for every children’s activity and soon became a
Sunday school teacher, a Vacation
Bible School leader, a leader in Sunday evening children’s Bible study
groups, and a member of a women’s
Bible study group that had studies for
the homebound in the community.
The years flew by, and soon the children were in high school. Ironically, all
four had problems in conquering the
proper rules of grammar. Thus began
a new world for me. As I studied with
them, challenging them to teach me

what they had learned in class, I developed a love for writing.
Not long after David graduated from
high school, our business began to fail,
and Bill developed a heart condition.
Because of his deteriorating health, he
was told by his specialist that he had to
get out from under the stress of working
six days a week from daylight to dark.
At that time, we had the expenses of
three in college and one near highschool graduation. I lived in a panic—
no education! My only job skills were
grocery checking and busing and
waiting tables. How could I make
enough from customers’ tips to support myself and a sick husband and
help pay for our children’s education?
As in the past, I turned to my mother’s witness: “Look up, Nonnie (my
nickname). God is looking down. He’s
there all the time.” Mother was right!
One day, while I was in the process of
trying to sell our failing business and filling out forms for loans to help with college expenses, the phone rang. Afraid it
was another person asking for a back
payment, I let it ring. After the seventh
jangle, I answered—to find that God
was there all the time. It was as though
He were reminding me of the words of
Proverbs 4:11-12: “I have led thee in
right paths. When thou goest, thy steps
shall not be straitened; and when thou
runnest, thou shalt not stumble.”
“Donna, are you doing OK?”
It was my sister from Texas. I had
shared with her our family problems
and my fears for the future.
“Well,” she said, “here’s the deal.
Jay and I want to pay your way to college. What do you think about becoming a teacher?”
What did I think? I was thirty-seven
and did not even have a high-school
diploma. And now she was offering to
pay my way to college?
Our brief conversation led me to take
the first step on the right path—taking
the GED test to obtain the equivalent of
a high school diploma. After hours of
prayer and struggle with the mounds of
papers, I passed the exam and was accepted into a neighboring university.

Three years later, at age forty, I began
teaching British literature and secondary English in a nearby school district.
As a result of my having a job, Bill
was able to sell our business, pay off
debts, retire, and pursue his lifelong
love of fishing.
I returned home one Friday afternoon to find a note on the kitchen
table: “Gone fishing. Don’t worry
about supper. I’m bringing it home.”
Again, God was there. It was my habit
to take it easy on Friday evenings—no
grading of papers or studying—just resting. For some reason, that Friday I felt
moved to shower and wash and roll my
hair. I then settled down in my soft chair
and flipped on the TV. Sighing deeply, I
thought, Well, I guess I’d better go ahead
and grade papers. I opened my satchel
and pulled out the stack of papers—a
never-never on Fridays.
Just then the phone rang.
“Ma’am, this is the sheriff’s office.
I’m sorry to have to tell you this, but
your husband’s body and that of a
fishing buddy have been found floating in Lake Tom Steed.”
Bill and I had been married for thirty
years. Through the coming weeks of
horror, my survival lay in the words of
David in his plea for God’s protection:
“For thou art my rock and my fortress;
therefore for thy name’s sake lead me,
and guide me” (Ps. 31:3).
In the following days, my classroom
became my family. I thanked the Lord
every day for His having led me down
the path to a man of honor, to the blessing of four precious gifts, our children,
and finally to the teaching of composition and works of British literature.
The next two years were spent totally immersed in study for class, grading papers, and working to obtain my
master’s degree. During that span, a
longtime friend died. Knowing the grief
her husband, Pete Smith, was going
through, I cooked and baked and took
some food to him so that he would
have something other than bolognaand-cheese sandwiches.
Several months later, I invited him to
supper with me. I told him that I had
barbeque beef strips and potato salad
and that if he had the buns, we could
have a feast.
An hour later I answered the doorbell to greet a six-foot-three-inch,
blue-eyed, gray-haired, smiling man
swinging a package of hamburger
buns. He came in, dropped the buns
on the hall table, took my arm, and
said, “I have something to tell you, and
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then if you want me to, I’ll leave.”
He looked so serious and was holding my arm so tightly that for a moment
I could not breathe. He grasped my
shoulders. “I think I’m in love with you.
Will you marry me?”
I thought my eyes were going to pop
out of my head. I gasped, and before I
could say anything, he kissed me.
When he pulled back, he looked me
directly in the eye and said, “Well—are
you going to marry me?”
“Yes,” I stammered, “if my kids say
it’s all right.” We had known each other for only thirty-two years!
In the words of the psalmist, “Lo,
children are an heritage of the Lord”
(Ps. 127:3). When Pete announced the
coming event, his two sons cried with
relief that their father would no longer
be alone.
I learned later that Pete, a longtime
builder of homes and businesses in the
area, had, for the first time in his life,
been fired from a job. Since the death
of his loving wife, he had not been able
to concentrate on labor. His younger
son had told his wife they were resigning their jobs and moving back home
so that he could care for his father.
My four children, though in shock
that I could love someone other than
their father, agreed to the marriage.
Three weeks later, Pete and I were
married. He moved into my home—
the home he had built years before for
Bill and me.
He walked in, dropped his suitcase,
looked around, and said, “You know
what, babe? This is the first house I
ever built that I’m going to get to live
in. You know something else? I’m go-

ing to turn this house into our home.”
And so he did. He hung ceiling fans,
created beautiful end tables made
from birds-eye maple and cherry, and
built a china cabinet, a chest for the TV,
and a set of shelves for storing my collection of Bibles and biblical history
books. He also built an awesome
maple rolltop desk—so awesome that
area newspapers sent reporters to do
feature articles for publication.
One evening as we sat watching TV,
he said, “You know what, babe? I do
love our home.”
I could not help thinking of the
Scripture verse God spoke in relation
to the Assyrians. The content spoke to
me: “Surely as I have thought, so shall
it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand” (Isa. 14:24).
God knew when Pete first built the
house that ultimately Pete and I would
share it as a house of love.
After sixteen years of perfect love,
Pete developed lung cancer. Following a year of day-by-day pain and deterioration, he was taken home.
At seventy-seven—or at fourteen—
as I look back over my life, I realize even
more vividly how God blessed me with
dedicated Christian parents; took me
from a near-starvation life in the middle
of a desert; granted me life with two
wonderful husbands; blessed me with
the births of three daughters and one
son and with the love of two stepsons;
and led me through the magic of twenty-eight years of teaching. And I cannot
forget the blessing of ten grandchildren
and eight great-grandchildren!
Yes, God was there—No! No!—I
mean, God is here all the time. ★

Donna Smith
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Dr. Donald B. Fullerton: A Vital Witness at Princeton
BY

ANY notable students and professors have come through
Princeton University since its founding
in the eighteenth century. But when
God writes the history of this famous
institution, the man He records as having had the most influence may well be
a great surprise.
Perhaps it will be Dr. Donald B. Fullerton, founder of the Princeton Evangelical Fellowship (PEF). He mentored
hundreds of students and encouraged
many to pursue vocational Christian
service.
Fullerton was born on 6 July 1892.
He studied history, politics, and economics at Princeton and graduated in
1913 with a bachelor of letters degree.
After college, Fullerton gained experience as a reporter for the Wall Street
Journal before heading to France to fight
in World War I with the American Expeditionary Force. Lee Seetoo recorded,“A
German shell hit his cannon, killing all of
the men except Donald. He was left
standing unscathed, with the sense that
God had spared him for some great
service for his Savior” (A Brief History of
the Princeton Evangelical Fellowship).
Fullerton never married, having
been scorned in love following the war.
He did, however, have advantages
that afforded him the opportunity to
pursue his interest in studying the
Bible and serving the Lord.
“He lived off an inheritance,” explained one of his most notable converts at PEF, Dr. John C. Whitcomb.
“He had a godly mother. She left him
enough to live on without having to
work for a living.”
Before returning to Princeton, Fullerton spent time ministering in India and
Afghanistan. According to his obituary,
Fullerton “developed some heart problems, resulting in doctor’s orders to
stay home.” Yet this change of direction proved strategic in God’s plan.
Fullerton also ministered in Kentucky and West Virginia during these
years, as well as to the Jewish population in New York City. In October
1931, while still seeking God’s direction for his life, Fullerton started a Bible
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class at Princeton.
His ministry to students at his alma
mater began informally, but its value
was obvious. Fullerton was, in fact, fulfilling the direct counsel of F. B. Meyer,
who had told him that he was “best
suited to work among university students in America” (“Recollections of
Donald B. Fullerton,” unpublished
manuscript, 5 May 1954). Fullerton
also taught at the National Bible Institute in New York from 1938 to 1944,
having previously studied there.
Whitcomb, a 1946 Princeton graduate, went on to become a longtime professor at Grace Theological Seminary
in Winona Lake, Indiana. But it was
Fullerton’s witness that brought him to
the knowledge of the Lord in 1943.
“I was overwhelmed, spiritually
speaking, to see things that I had never been taught before,” Whitcomb
said about hearing Fullerton speak at
his Sunday afternoon Bible classes.
Like so many others, Whitcomb had
his theological direction set by Fullerton. Fullerton also influenced Whitcomb and many others to attend
Grace Seminary. He even counseled
Whitcomb to pursue marriage to his
first wife, Edisene.
When Whitcomb left the PEF in
1948, he began to correspond with
Fullerton. He still possesses those
communications—including beautiful
handwritten letters from his mentor.
In 1954, Grace Seminary awarded
Fullerton the honorary degree of doctor of divinity.
“There is no institution whose
recognition I would esteem more highly,” Fullerton wrote to seminary president Alva J. McClain in a letter dated
27 March 1954.
In 1972, Whitcomb organized a celebration for Fullerton’s eightieth birthday. He wrote PEF alumni, asking for
letters of appreciation and monetary
gifts to present to Fullerton on 8 July
of that year. By then, Fullerton’s disciples had gone on to serve the Lord in
many denominations, organizations,
and positions of influence. Many participated in the celebration.

“For a few moments it left me
speechless,” Fullerton stated in a
30 July 1972 letter to Whitcomb. “It
was overpowering. With my whole
heart I thank you for all you did.”
Fullerton’s influence is seen in this
quote: “As an independent group from
a single university, the PEF has contributed more leaders to the Christian
world than probably any other Christian college group” (Rusten and
Rusten, The Complete Book of When
and Where in the Bible and Throughout History, Tyndale).
Wayne and Carol Wever assisted
and then succeeded Fullerton in the
directorship of the PEF. Wayne himself
was a product of the ministry and one
of the many who were encouraged to
go into the ministry by Fullerton.
“Dr. Fullerton was committed to
teaching the whole counsel of God, emphasizing global missions and training
disciples to follow II Timothy 2:1-4,” the
Wevers stated. “He, in his generation,
discipled scores of men, who in turn discipled many more, who in turn discipled
many, many more, fulfilling the mandate
of that text. His influence continues
through to this present generation.”
“He was obsessed with discipleship,” Whitcomb remembered. “He
poured his life into his disciples.”
Fullerton taught at the PEF until 1974.
He also spoke on the subject of John 17
for two days at Grace Seminary that
spring. In 1976 he retired, and in 1981
he moved to Calvary Fellowship Homes
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania.
Fullerton died on 9 April 1985 following a stroke. His funeral was held
13 April 1985 at Westerly Road Church
in Princeton. Fittingly, he is buried in
Princeton.
“He impressed me as gracious, humble, and an in-depth Bible teacher,”
said Dr. Whitcomb’s wife, Norma. “He
was saturated with the Word.”
“Our loving Saviour has been wondrously patient,” Fullerton wrote in his
recollections. “Though I have failed
Him in many ways, He has supplied
every need according to His riches in
glory” (Seetoo). ★

The Ultimate Court Case
BY

HE tenth of July, 1925, is a rather
significant date in American history. However, unless you love history, it
probably does not ring a bell. Yet it is
indeed a significant date. It marked the
beginning of what is commonly called
the Scopes Trial. Even though the defendant was found guilty of breaking
the law, evolution would eventually be
taught in public schools in the state of
Tennessee and the entire United
States. This court case has affected
what Americans believe today. It is
likely that if you look in any recently
published history book, you would
find this date there as something that
has shaped American culture.
Let us consider a different time and
court case in history. This event is not
found in American history books. It can
be found in another history book—
namely, the Bible. In Exodus 17:1-7
there is a court case that should receive our undivided attention. There is
much to learn from this court case that
affected the people of Israel.
As in any court case, there were several parties involved, from the jury to
the judge. In this court case in particular we will consider three parties: the
plaintiff, the defendant, and the judge.
The plaintiff, if you recall, is the person who brings a charge against another. In Exodus 17:1-3, the plaintiff is the
Israelites. The Scripture states, “All the
congregation of the children of Israel
journeyed from the wilderness of Sin,
after their journeys, according to the
commandment of the Lord, and pitched
in Rephidim: and there was no water for
the people to drink. Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and said, Give
us water that we may drink. . . . And the
people thirsted there for water; and the
people murmured against Moses, and
said, Wherefore is this that thou hast
brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our cattle with thirst?”
The Israelites brought a charge against
Moses, and it was a weighty one: attempted murder.
Now, it is not often that we consider the Scriptures through the lens of a
legal dispute. So how is it that we can
do that here? There are two reasons
that we will consider: the word “chide”
(Exod. 17:2) and the response from the
Israelites (vs. 3). The word “chide” is a
word that points us to the notion of a
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legal dispute, or court case (cf. Exod.
23:1-9; Deut. 17:8-13; Isa. 3:13).
Second, we can view this narrative
through the lens of a legal dispute because of the Israelites’ response to
Moses once they believed they would
die of thirst. Exodus 17:4 says,
“Moses cried unto the Lord, saying,
What shall I do unto this people? they
be almost ready to stone me.” Stoning
was a legal gesture after someone had
been declared guilty (cf. Lev. 20:2, 27;
24:14). So the author of the narrative,
as he was led by the Holy Spirit, purposefully chose these words and concepts to trigger associations with a
court case in our minds.
But the verdict was still out—innocent or guilty? The defendant now had
the opportunity to speak. The defendant, if you recall, is a person who
must avoid being proved guilty. In Exodus 17:2, 4, we see that the defendant was Moses. “Moses said unto
them, Why chide ye with me? wherefore do ye tempt the Lord? . . . And
Moses cried unto the Lord, saying,
What shall I do unto this people? they
be almost ready to stone me.”
Imagine that individuals you have
taken care of for quite some time bring
an accusation of this nature against you
when they have no basis to make this
claim. How would you feel? Would you
be angry? Well, you would probably respond as Moses did and ask the same
question he did: Why are you coming
after me? But notice—Moses did not
merely limit his remarks to a single
question. He took it one step further:
Why were they taking issue with the
Lord? Moses brought a direct indictment against the Israelites. In essence,
he was saying that the Israelites (plaintiff) were not merely bringing a charge
against him (attempted murder). They
were also putting God on trial. They
were testing the Lord, making it
mandatory that He again demonstrate
His faithfulness to them (Steve Rodeheaver, “Exodus 17:1-7: Rocky Water,”
crivoice.org).
Interestingly enough, God was not the
one who should have been placed on trial—the Israelites were (Exod. 15:25-26).
The Lord God Almighty had already
demonstrated His faithfulness to them in a
plethora of ways. When they cried out for
help when they were under the tyranny

and bondage of Pharaoh, God had sent
them a covenant mediator and deliverer—
Moses.Oncetheyweredelivered,theydesired some water to drink. But all that was
available was bitter water. God made it
sweet. When they desired something to
eat and there was no food, God rained
manna from heaven. Now they had no water to drink, and they complained again.
“Can you imagine that? . . . It is easy to
condemn the Israelites for their brazenness, but how often . . . do we bring
charges against the Lord?” (Rodeheaver).
It is likely that you have never
thought about it that way, but when
you do not trust in God’s faithfulness to
provide for you, that is in essence what
you are doing. It happens all the time,
especially when the economy is suffering and Christians have a hard time
providing financially. They trust less
and less in the God who brought them
this far, and they wonder, Have You
brought me and my family this far to kill
us? You see, while thousands of years
separate us from the Israelites, we are
one and the same people—sinners
who do not trust in the Lord as we
should. We do not trust Him when our
finances are decreasing, or when we
are not satisfied with where He has us
in life. Instead, we put God on trial!
Since Moses realized that the Israelites did this and that they wanted to
stone him, he did something extremely
wise—he appealed to the Judge. “The
Lord said unto Moses, Go on before the
people, and take with thee of the elders
of Israel; and thy rod, wherewith thou
smotest the river, take in thine hand,
and go. Behold, I will stand before thee
there upon the rock in Horeb; and thou
shalt smite the rock, and there shall
come water out of it, that the people
may drink” (Exod. 17:5-6).
God, in all of His power and authority, did not destroy the Israelites
as He could have because they put
Him on trial and they were guilty;
rather, He did something quite amazing! First, notice that God told Moses
to take the staff that he used to smite
the Nile River. This staff was a sign of
judgment (Exod. 7:20). Next, the
Lord told Moses to take some of the
elders with him to Horeb. There the
Lord would stand before him. This is
unusual language. It is typically used
(Continued on page 47)
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Missions
Are Undercover Missionaries Really Missionaries?
ANONYMOUS
HEN my husband and I arrived in
Kosovo, we drove past miles
and miles of destruction. The road we
stayed on was covered in rubble,
trash, and large concrete blocks that
had once been parts of walls. Our
building was the only one on the entire
road that was not bombed out.
We were only filling in until the longterm missionaries could arrive, so we
knew little about what to expect. As
the days went by, we heard stories
from our new friends about the war
they had endured—what the enemy
called an ethnic cleansing. In truth, it
was broadscale murder of a race
deemed unworthy to live.
One of our young friends was shot
multiple times in a mass killing. He survived only by hiding under the dead
bodies of all the others.
All they had to endure was horrifying—and horrifying to us to hear these
new Muslim friends tell us that the
people who had killed family members
and friends, had destroyed entire
neighborhoods, were the Serbians—
who called themselves Christians.
Had we come into that place as
open missionaries, declaring that we
wanted to convert them to Christianity, what do you think their response
would have been? Even if they were
seeking God, if the term “Christian” is
associated only with evil, who would
listen long enough to find Him?
Some believers have questions
about undercover or tentmaking missionaries. Why go undercover? Is doing so unethical? Are tentmakers
ashamed of the gospel? Is it worth the
money to support such missionaries
when there are plenty of open fields?
Such questions are legitimate and
deserve genuine answers.

W

WHY GO UNDERCOVER?
Undercover missionaries, sometimes called tentmaking missionaries
or tentmakers, are missionaries who go
to closed countries (countries that do
not want missionaries and do not grant
missionary visas). To get into these
countries, missionaries must go in under another title, such as businessmen,
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professors, or medical workers.
My husband taught English as a second language. His job gained us a warm
welcome at a university where nearly all
the staff and students were Muslim.
IS BEING AN UNDERCOVER
MISSIONARY UNETHICAL?
If one were lying to get into a country, yes, that would be unethical. Tentmaking missionaries, however, are going into the country on a work visa for
a job they actually do. They are the
doctors or teachers they claim to be.
They work at a job during the day and
look for opportunities through that job
and in other ways to live Christ and
share Christ with others. Is that not
what all Christians are meant to do?
Most people have to have a job to
pay the bills. However, God wants all
of us to live and share Christ. Believers living in America do not feel the
need to tell potential employers that
they intend to look for ways to share
the good news with others; neither do
tentmakers.
If the idea of concealing information
is bothersome, consider that Jesus
Himself kept some things in confidence, avoided answering some

questions, and went places unannounced. As we all know, however, He
never lied (cf. Matt. 16:20; 21:27;
27:12-14; Mark 1:40-45; John 7:10;
Acts 1:7). The Apostle Paul also emphasized different aspects of his personal story depending on the setting
and his target audience.
Finally, when it comes to smuggling
in Bibles, or evangelizing when to do
so is illegal, the final call on that comes
from Acts 5:29: “We ought to obey
God rather than men.” The early Christians were often faced with ungodly,
unbiblical governments. They chose
to follow God’s laws over man’s laws
even when their homes, their jobs, and
even their lives were at stake.
ARE UNDERCOVER
MISSIONARIES ASHAMED
OF THE GOSPEL?
To answer this, I would like to tell
you a story. I lived in a closed Muslim
country back when President Clinton’s
scandal with Monica Lewinsky came
to light. It was splattered across the
front page of the newspaper there,
and the story stated that Bill Clinton
was a Christian—a Southern Baptist,
if I remember correctly.

I felt sick to my stomach, for the story reflected what so many millions
have been taught to believe: that
Christianity equals Western culture.
You see, in that country I was told
that America was a Christian country
just as they were a Muslim country. So
to them, how Americans acted was
how Christians acted. What they saw
on television and in the R-rated
movies from America defined Christianity for them.
In their minds, being a Christian
meant being immoral, immodest, and
unholy. If you continue that line of reasoning, it is easy to see that to them,
missionaries were people coming to
convert them to the immoral Western
lifestyle.
Granted, there are places where
missionaries are not wanted because
of sheer hatred. For many, however, it
is misinformation that the devil uses to
keep the gospel away.
With such barriers, a few wellplaced words are usually not enough
to convince someone that what they
have been taught all their lives is untrue. Living, acting, and reacting
among them in a godly way create an
important living testimony. This takes
time—more time than we would like.
For example, after nearly two years in
Indonesia, we told some of my husband’s students how we hated the
partying and drinking and immorality
that many Americans like. They were
shocked. I sincerely doubt they would
have believed us had they not been
watching our lives for a long time and
seeing for themselves that not everyone from America lived the way they
thought.
Undercover missionaries are not
ashamed of their Saviour. They must
be careful, however—and creative—
about sharing their faith.
In one country where handing out
Bibles is illegal, one smart missionary
used a cultural concept to get the
gospel out. He knew that everyone
was careful to protect his things due to
the common philosophy that if something was found unguarded, God had
then “provided” that thing for that person, regardless of who actually owned
the item. So he took a box of Bibles to
an open area, sat on a bench, and set
the box down on the bench at his side.
Then he stood and left, “forgetting”
the box. When he returned, all the
Bibles had been taken. He had not
handed out even one!
Caution partners with creativity. For
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example, in a place where the word
“Christian” brings to mind only evil
rather than Christ or goodness, it is
best not to put oneself under that label. It is not wrong to refrain from using that term. Jesus never used the
term to define Himself and never commanded that we use it, either.
So when people would ask us what
religion we were or what faith, what
could we say? In Indonesia, I remember a grocery store cashier talking to
me about religion once. She asked
what religion I was. We had noticed
that in that area people wanted to
know what cultural group you fit into—
what box they could put you in. When
I said in Indonesian, Aku pungikut Isa,
meaning “I am a follower of Jesus,”
she was puzzled. I think had there
been an opportunity, she would have
asked more. It was clear she did not
know how to define me and because
of it was curious about what I believed;
she could not make the usual assumptions based on my “box.”
I have to admit I have thought of using this term in America. People here
too have all kinds of different ideas of
what the term “Christian” means!
Missionaries in closed countries
may have to be more cautious because of their own safety or position in
the country. Often, national believers’
lives and ministries depend on their
discretion as well. However, we go because God has commanded us to go,
because we love the lost, and because
we want to see them saved.
Whether whispered in a darkened
barn in China or shouted from a street
corner in Africa, the gospel is still the
“power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth” (Rom. 1:16).
IS IT WORTH THE MONEY WHEN
THERE ARE SO MANY OPEN
FIELDS TO SUPPORT?
This is a tough question—one that
churches, supporters, and missionaries must pray through individually.
Why? Because we must do what we
are called to do—no more and no less.
If God calls a church to support open
fields where many are coming to
Christ, that is what they must do.
However, if God calls a church to invest in a ministry where few will come
to Christ and most likely not for a long
time, that obedience is just as important, regardless of the numbers that
result. God is much more concerned
with our obedience than with what we
have to offer Him by way of results (cf.

I Sam. 15:22).
When I hear this, I think of Hudson
Taylor, who labored for years before
one person came to Christ. He was
discouraged and even depressed at
times, but he continued to obey. Today
the gospel is flourishing throughout
closed China—in large part, a continuation of the difficult work Taylor began.
Every person who contributed to
Hudson Taylor’s work has a part in the
millions of believers who are now risking their lives to spread the gospel in
China.
Significance in ministry cannot be
defined by the world’s terms; by what
looks most promising right now; or by
what will get “more money for your
buck,” as one person defined his
church’s missions philosophy. If we
were businesses, such factors would
be the dominant factors in our choices. However, for believers, God’s love
for the lost in every part of the world,
closed or open, should guide our missions philosophy. His will for us individually should define our involvement.
We are called to spread the gospel
not just in Jerusalem or Judea but to
the “uttermost part of the earth” (Acts
1:8). Regardless of where or how difficult, we can obey this command because, as Christ said, “I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the world”
(Matt. 28:20).
Even to the ends of the earth—if I
had been born into a closed country
where there were no churches and no
way to find out about the one true
God, I would want someone to take
the risk to come find me with the love
of God.
Would you not as well?
And does that not make it worth
whatever it takes to find every person
who is seeking, even to the ends of the
earth?
SIDEBAR: IS CAUTION
OVERREACTING?
A closed-country missionary was
sitting in the airport when a stranger
approached. “How is your daughter?”
the stranger asked.
“Fine,” the missionary said.
“Is she out of the hospital yet?”
The man was surprised. “How did
you know my daughter had been in the
hospital?”
With a casual smile the man answered, “Oh, I work at the post office.
I’m the one assigned to read all your
mail.” ★
(95) 31

Adults
The Miracle Van
BY

HAT a beautiful day! thought
Frank as he drove along the
busy city streets. The sun was shining;
the birds were singing. Everything
seemed fresh and new with the coming of spring.
Frank enjoyed his job as a delivery
driver. He picked up and delivered
everything from a single envelope to
large machine parts all over the city
and surrounding area.
Not only did he get to know every
part of the city well, but he also knew
all the suburban areas. If someone
needed to know where a particular
street was located, Frank was the man
to ask.
After all, Frank had been doing deliveries for almost ten years now. He
liked the opportunity to be away from
an office setting and somewhat on his
own.
“Frank.” A voice interrupted his
thoughts. “There is a pickup on Foster
Avenue.”
Frank quickly punched the “talk”
button on his special phone. “10-4,”
he replied, acknowledging the request.
In order to go to Foster Avenue,
Frank needed to find a place to turn
left. He saw a stoplight ahead with a
left-turn lane. Since Frank was in the
far right lane, he needed to get over as
quickly as possible.
Turning on his left blinker, Frank
edged over one lane and then another. Regrettably, another driver suddenly decided to switch lanes as well—but
without using a signal.
Frank groaned as the two vehicles
made contact. His van smashed right
into the rear of the other car.
Oh, no—not an accident! Frank
could hardly believe it had really happened. He quickly called 9-1-1 and
got out of the van. The engine was
steaming and dripping some fluid onto
the street. It looked like the van was
seriously damaged!
Later, the policeman filled out his report and handed Frank a ticket. “It’s
routine,” the policeman said, sounding
almost apologetic. “The driver who
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hits the back of another car always
gets the ticket. It’s considered driving
too close.”
“I can’t have a ticket on my record,”
Frank said, sighing. “I need a clean
record for my job.”
The policeman nodded. “My guess
is that the judge will throw it out if you
show up for your court date.” He
pointed to the accident report. “The
other driver doesn’t have car insurance. He won’t want to come before
the judge, knowing he’ll get in trouble
for that.”
Although Frank felt horrible about
the accident and all the damage to his
van, he took some consolation in the
officer’s words.
After Frank returned home and told
his wife, Betty, all that had happened,
he called his insurance company and
reported the accident. Then he called
his friend Rick, who was good at buying used vehicles.
“I’m sure we can find you another
vehicle without too much trouble,”
Rick assured him.
Frank said, “I’d like to get a newer
van, if possible. I need the space for
my work deliveries.”
Rick promised to start looking at his
favorite car Web sites online.
Betty shook her head. “Frank,
maybe it’s my lack of faith talking, but
I don’t see how we are going to afford
a newer vehicle for you.”
“I know what you mean,” Frank
agreed, “but God will provide for us
somehow. I know He will. In the meantime, are you willing to have me take
your car for my job? I can drop you off
in the morning and possibly pick you
up at 5:00 P.M. when you get off.”
Betty said, “That will be fine. I can
always take the city bus home if you
need to work a bit later. It’s fairly convenient to my work.”
“Hopefully, it won’t be for more than
a week,” Frank said. “I’m sure Rick will
have a van for me soon.”
It took their car insurance company
only a few days to assess the damage
and pronounce Frank’s van officially
totaled. The next question was how

much the company would give them
for the old van.
Frank did not usually call Betty at
work, but this time he made an exception. “Guess how much we’re getting for my old van?” Before Betty
could answer, he excitedly told her.
“But, that is far more than you said
the van was worth! And it had so many
miles on it. How is that possible?”
Frank could only quote one of his favorite verses: “‘With God all things are
possible’” (Mark 10:27).
The same day they received the
good news about the reimbursement
on the old van, Rick told Frank he had
a couple of prospects in their price
range.
“Now, it’s going to take some faith,”
Rick said by way of introduction to one
van. “You need to look at what it can
be rather than what it is right now.”
Frank took one look at the aqua-colored van and shook his head. “You
cannot be serious! This looks almost
as bad as the one I just totaled.”
“It’s not that bad,” asserted Rick.
“The body needs work, but the engine
is good. It’s what you can’t see that
counts.”
Frank scratched his head. “If you
say so. I trust you, Rick.”
“Whoever drove this van should
never have been given a license,” Rick
said with disgust. “Look at all these
dents! I know a body shop that can
work wonders on this and make it look
almost new.”
The two men talked about what it
would cost to get the van looking good
and running well. Frank finally agreed.
“I need a van, and this one is the right
price. The asking price is just about
what I received from my insurance
company. I don’t know how we can
pay to get it fixed up, but I know the
Lord will provide somehow.”
It took four days for the body work,
and then Rick took over. He fixed the
brakes and found a good price for new
tires. “Don’t worry about paying me,”
he said. “All I need is the cost of parts
and tires.”
Frank and Betty prayed for the

Lord’s help. No answer came right
away, so they just kept trusting Him to
help them.
Soon after they received their “new”
van, Frank was checking their bank
account online, as he did regularly.
“What is this?” he asked aloud. “Betty, you won’t believe this!”
Betty came into the family room
from the kitchen. “What is it, Frank?”
Frank pointed to the computer
screen. “Look at this!” he exclaimed.
“See this figure? That’s our direct deposit for our income tax refund.”
Betty look confused. “I don’t remember it being that amount. Let me
go look at the paperwork.”
Betty went over to the desk where
she kept financial records. She pulled
out the folder they used every year
when they figured out their federal and
state income taxes. “See?” she said,
laying down a copy of their tax form.
“This is what we thought we would receive back from the government.”
“Hmm,” said Frank. “Well, the total
is eight hundred dollars more than we
expected. How can that be?”
Betty shook her head. “Do you suppose they made a mistake and we’ll
have to pay it back? I’ve heard of cases like that. We’d better not touch the
money until we learn more about this.”
It did not take long for Frank and
Betty to hear from the IRS. They received an official letter in the mail the
following day. “It’s ours to keep!”
Frank exclaimed after reading the letter.
“Why?” asked Betty. It still seemed
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too good to be true.
“There is a new deduction especially for working people who make under
a certain amount,” explained Frank. “I
guess it is to help people out during
these difficult economic times. The tax
people were kind enough to give us
this deduction—totaling eight hundred dollars—this year, since it’s so
new. The letter says we have to fill out
the special form and make sure we
claim it next year. They give only one
year of grace.”
“We’ll take it,” agreed Betty. “Now
we can pay for your new van’s bodywork and repay Rick for the brakes
and tires.”
Frank happily wrote the checks to
cover these expenses. They were free
and clear.
God had provided what they needed right when they needed it. Frank
and Betty were relieved and grateful
that they did not have to go into debt
to buy the “new” van.
Frank now had a newer van with
fewer miles on it. God had provided
this van—their miracle van.
What about the traffic ticket? Frank
wondered. Would he have to pay?
Would it be on his record?
Together, he and Betty prayed ever
more fervently as the court date approached.
Frank had to take off a few hours
from work in order to go to court, since
it convened at 10:00 A.M.
When it was his turn, Frank went to
the front of the courtroom. There stood
the policeman who had written the

ticket.
“Is the other driver present?” the
judge asked from his lofty seat at the
front of the room.
The policeman looked over the
room. “No, your honor. I don’t see the
other driver,” he said.
“Since there is no complainant to
press his case against you,” the judge
said, nodding to Frank, “there are no
grounds for assigning fault.” He
banged his gavel. “Case dismissed.”
Frank was stunned that it happened
so quickly. “I’m free to go?” he asked.
The judge nodded and smiled. “Yes,
sir, you are.”
“Thank you, sir,” Frank said excitedly. He nodded back to the judge and to
the policeman.
Then Frank quickly left the courtroom, feeling a bit afraid that the judge
might change his mind.
He took a deep breath of fresh air as
he went outside. “Oh, Lord, You are indeed the Giver of all good things!”
Frank prayed aloud. “You had this all
worked out for me. Thank You for Your
protection—I was not even injured in
the accident. Thank You too that the
other driver was also all right—wherever he is.”
“Sir?” A voice behind him interrupted Frank’s thoughts.
When he turned around and saw the
policeman, Frank gulped. I knew it was
too good to be true, he chastised himself.
The policeman seemed to know his
thoughts. He smiled. “No, you’re not in
any kind of trouble.”
“What can I do for you, officer?”
Frank asked.
“I was right behind you when I heard
you praying just now,” said the officer.
“Oh, yes, I was praying,” admitted
Frank. “I’m so thankful for the way
God worked everything out that I just
had to pray aloud.”
“Do you really believe it was God
who made the other driver stay away
from court today?” asked the officer.
Frank nodded. “I believe God had
this whole thing planned.” He went on
to explain all about his “miracle” van.
The policeman shook his head. “I
have to say that I have never thought
about God in such a personal way.
How is it that you seem to know God
at all? I never thought that a person
could know Him.”
“Do you have time for a cup of coffee?” asked Frank. “I would love to tell
you how I came to know God through
His Son, Jesus Christ.” ★
(97) 33
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Satan in the Home
BY

DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.

Q. My wife and I have been happily
married for more than twenty years. I
have seen Scriptures that indicate Satan uses every opportunity to get into
the home. What are these Scriptures,
and do they apply to our marriage today?
A. God created everything good
(Gen. 1:31). God saw the work of His
hands and seven times declared it
good. The palette of color, the magnitude of space, the intricacy of finetuned life systems, the texture and
pattern—all declare the glory of God
(Ps. 19:1).
Satan takes every opportunity to
control and usurp God’s handiwork.
Genesis 3 records the temptation and
the Fall of man. Even though God held
Adam and Eve responsible for their
disobedience, Satan played a significant role in the entrance of sin into the
world.
We still live in a sin-cursed world.
Satan has authority over the wicked as
“the god of this world” and “the prince
of the power of the air” (II Cor. 4:4; Eph.
2:2).
The devil certainly does his best to
deceive and destroy believers. He
wants to gain access to our hearts (cf.
Acts 5:3). Unless we are aware of his
schemes (II Cor. 2:11) and resist him
(Jas. 4:7), his job will be easy.
God warns us in the Bible that the
devil will try to grasp supremacy in
two very significant areas of life. The
first relates to the emotion or response of anger. “Be ye angry, and sin
not: let not the sun go down upon your
wrath: neither give place to the devil”
(Eph. 4:26-27). Unresolved anger at
the end of each day allows Satan to
come into a person’s life with great
power. With God’s help, we can release anger before the sun goes down
every day.
The interesting outcome indicates
that we should never be angry after it
becomes dark. Please note that righteous anger will have its place in the
daytime, but apparently even it must
dissolve by nightfall.
A second grasping work of Satan
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has to do with something very physical. First Corinthians 7:2-5 gives direction for a sexual relationship within marriage. These principles help the
married man and woman develop intimacy, companionship, openness,
and physical satisfaction.
“Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that
ye may give yourselves to fasting and
prayer; and come together again, that
Satan tempt you not for your incontinency” (I Cor. 7:5).
To come together again (resume
your relationship) means to enjoy a
sexual relationship with each other.
An earlier principle establishes that a
partner sins when he or she withholds physical intimacy (I Cor. 7:3).
Verse 5 connects the dots and states
unequivocally that Satan will tempt a
couple who does not engage in regular physical intimacy in the marriage.
Yes, Satan gets a foot in the door of
our homes when we argue into the
night and when we defraud each other by withholding sex as a means of
punishment or revenge. Our promiscuous world assaults the husbandand-wife relationship from every side.
Satan definitely uses our disobedience to the principles of God’s Word
to his advantage.
As we counsel married couples on
relationships, communication and
physical intimacy hold significant
places at the top of most people’s
lists. Please remember that in Christ
we have the power to overcome Satan. First we must follow the direction of Scripture. Then we must believe that Christ conquered Satan
and will continue to conquer him in
our lives as well (Heb. 2:14). ★
Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospelpress.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Burpo, Todd, and Lynn Vincent. Heaven Is for
Real. Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, 2010.

HIS is a very interesting book recounting a little boy’s story about
his visit to heaven and return to earth
while he was in surgery. Once you start
to read this well-written story, it is hard
to put it down until you finish it.
Colton Burpo is the little boy whose
pastor/father wrote the book. There are
a number of passages in which the language seems very adult for a four-yearold. But the implication is that all the descriptions of what the child saw in
heaven reflect genuine experiences.
Those of us who believe the Bible’s
account of heaven will be given much
to think about and consider. The story
is encouraging and sweet. I encourage
believers (and unbelievers) to read this
compelling account, but do so while
wearing your theological thinking hat.
Heaven is for real, and this book could
strengthen your faith.
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Woods, Andy. Darwin, Evolution, and the
American Constitution and Couch, Mal.
Denying Christ’s Second Coming. Clifton,
Texas: Scofield Ministries, 2011.

These authors, though dealing with
two seemingly unrelated subjects,
demonstrate convincingly that both
subjects are based on falsehood.
Both authors are well qualified to
write on these topics. Woods holds a
juris doctorate from Whittier Law
School, and Couch is a graduate of
Wheaton Graduate School and Dallas
Theological Seminary and has a doctorate from Louisiana Baptist University. Woods documents clearly and
forcefully that evolution is more than a
theory about science. “It is a philosophy that governs almost every social
and culture aspect of our lives.” And its
influence is changing the way we look
at government and our social structure.
Couch explains how liberal religionists deny the biblical account of Christ’s
first coming and the literal bodily return
of Christ to the earth. Others allegorize
Scripture, which means they do not interpret it literally throughout. Instead,
they spiritualize important parts of it.
I recommend these books to all who
love God’s Word and our country. Both
accounts expose the dangers of forsaking God’s Word. ★
—Robert P. Lightner.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths
Teens and the Authority of Scripture
BY

EENS today are bombarded with
untold temptations, and sometimes they are lured into an unimaginable world of evil and disobedience to
God’s revelation in Scripture. In addition, in this world of evil there are various sources of authority that appeal
to their emotions and to their fallenness as humans.
What should we do? How can we
best prepare teens for the often antagonistic culture that awaits them?
What should be their primary authority? I believe that any effective youth
ministry must equip and train teens in
the authority of Scripture. This article
will sketch an apologetic and an outline of how best to do this.
First, the most critical foundation for
any understanding of Scripture is the
stunning fact that God has indeed
chosen to reveal Himself. In fact, the
term “revelation” deals with both the
act of revealing truth and the person
who is the subject of the revelation.
God reveals who He is so that His
creatures may be in relationship with
Him. Hebrews 1:1-3 declares that the
supreme revelation of God is His Son,
the Lord Jesus Christ. For a teen to
truly appreciate the value of God’s revelation, that teen must trust Jesus
Christ for salvation. Once that decision has been made, instruction in the
nature of God’s revelation will naturally follow.
Second, there are two aspects of
God’s revelation: general revelation
and special revelation.
General revelation is the primary
nonverbal way God has chosen to reveal Himself to all humans. His created order declares truth about Him.
Psalm 19:1-6 is a meditation by King
David on this type of revelation. David
argued that “the heavens declare the
glory of God” (vs. 1). This revelation is
continuous, for it goes on day and
night. Every living human being has
access to this revelation, and its clarity is such that even a blind person can
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feel the heat from God’s sun.
The Apostle Paul in Romans 1:1832 made an irrefutable case for the
clarity of God’s revelation in creation.
It reveals His eternal power and His divinity. It is so clear that no one will ever
be able to declare that he never knew
about God. “They are without excuse.” Tragically, humanity has suppressed this clear truth in unrighteousness and, in fact, has fallen into
shameful idolatry, worshipping the
created thing instead of the Creator.
Paul’s exposition illustrates how this
idolatry is connected to immorality of
all types, a debased mind, and an array of vices and rebellion against the
righteous God. He has given them over
to the natural consequences of their
rebellious choices. The overall point of
general revelation is that it proves
God’s existence, but by itself it cannot
bring a person to salvation. Teens need
to understand the depths of general
revelation as a source of truth about
God, for it will inform their understanding of the hard sciences, the social sciences, history, and philosophy.
Special revelation gives focus to
the personal and verbal ways that God
has revealed Himself to people in the
Old and New Testaments and to us today. There were theophanies—manifestations of God in visible form—to
individual people (cf. Exod. 3:1-5;
19:11, 17-20; 33:1—34:8). There are
visions recorded in Scripture (cf. Dan.
2; 4; 7—9 and the New Testament
book of Revelation). Prophetic utterances and oracles are also recorded in
Scripture (cf. Isa. 7:14; Jer. 34:1-5;
Acts 11:28).
The most important special revelation is, of course, the Bible, which affirms its divine inspiration and thereby
its authority in our lives. Second Timothy 3:16 is in effect the what of inspiration: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness.” In

this verse, the term “inspired” translates theopneustos, which means
“God-breathed.” As words come from
a person’s mouth when he or she
speaks, so God has spoken—
breathed out—His words to humanity.
And this verse makes it clear that
those God-breathed words bring the
benefit of doctrine, reproof/correction,
and instruction in righteousness.
Second Peter 1:20-21 defines the
how of inspiration: “Knowing this first,
that no prophecy of the scripture is of
any private interpretation. For the
prophecy came not in old time by the
will of man: but holy men of God spake
as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.” This passage establishes that
the apostles’ preaching and writing
about Christ was not based on myths
but on factual reality. The point is that
Scripture is not a matter of the explanations of men; rather, it is the explanation of God Himself. The important
phrase in verse 21, “moved by,”
means that although the writers of the
Bible used their own language, idioms,
and historical background, the Holy
Spirit superintended their work as they
wrote so that when the ink dried on the
paper, it was the Word of God.
The Bible is authoritative and without error in everything to which it
speaks. The result of this divine and
human process is the written Word of
God.
As teens are bombarded with the
postmodern relativism of the culture
and taught that nothing is ever really
certain, their own convictions, rooted
in God’s general and special revelation, will enable them to stand firm in
their faith and in truth. Effective teen
ministry in all local churches must
make the reliability of God’s Word a
core value that is taught, affirmed, and
lived to the glory of God. The future of
our churches rests on the shoulders of
teens who are well-equipped and wellgrounded in this inerrant revelation.
May we take up that challenge. ★
(99) 35

Teenagers
Does the Bible Say It’s a Sin?
BY

NGELA woke up thanking the Lord
for the privilege of being a substitute teacher at Maranatha Christian
Academy. Every day she would be
dressed and ready before her devotions, hoping the school would call.
And today it did! She grabbed her
purse and keys and dashed to her car.
Angela was looking forward to what
the day had in store and started praying. She asked the Holy Spirit to guide
her in all that she said and did. She
also prayed to find a way she could
make the Lord become more real and
relevant in the students’ lives. Angela
felt young people were too distracted
by worldly influences constantly tugging at their hearts and spoiling their
minds.
She thought about how often she
had heard “I’m old enough to make my
own decisions.” “Why do they still
treat me like a baby?” She wanted
them to see that their stubborn will—
their fight for independence—was not
always a good thing. She trusted that
God would show them they needed to
ask Him what His will for their lives
might be, not their own.
This was the last week of the school
year, so she knew it would be laid
back. When she walked into the room,
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students were texting away. They were
allowed to do that before the bell rang,
but when it did, all cell phones were to
be put on silent and stored in their
book bags.
“Good morning, class. Please take
your seats. I am Miss Whitney, your
substitute teacher today. Miss Graham’s note says we are to watch this
movie about a man with very strong
faith and absolute obedience to God.
I really appreciate the fact that Hollywood did not miss or neglect the true
message. At the end it puts a note on
the screen stating how the main character’s missionary work impacted the
world more than any other thing he did
ever could.
“Miss Whitney?” One of the girls
raised her hand. “Could we maybe talk
about something else first before we
watch the video?”
“Well, I don’t know,” Angela replied.
“I guess it depends on what you have
in mind.”
“Some of us were talking, and we
wonder if the Bible actually talks about
premarital sex. And if it does, we were
hoping you could show us where.”
“Uh, I wasn’t expecting that this early in the morning. Of course, you all
know that the handbook states that

with questions on this subject, teachers must direct students to their parents. But since your question is not
about sex only, but rather about what
the Bible does or does not say on the
subject, I believe we could look into it
together.
“I trust your question expresses a
sincere desire to know the truth, whatever that may be. Some people ask
hoping merely to have their own views
and inclinations confirmed, freeing
them from unwanted restraints or the
warnings of conscience. But whatever
the motivation, I will answer as forthrightly as I know how.
“Yes, the Bible definitely says it is
wrong to have sex outside of marriage.
It all begins in Genesis, when God created Adam. God did not want him to
be alone, so He created Eve as a helpmeet for him (2:18).
“The word ‘marriage’ is not in Genesis, but the expression that means
the institution of marriage is in Genesis 2:24. It says, ‘Therefore shall a man
leave his father and his mother, and
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be
one flesh.’ ‘One flesh’ shows what
God intended true marriage between a
man and a woman to be. That expression defines it at its barest form. God
also uses the word ‘wife’ here, proving
He was talking about marriage, not
just dating.
“To consider all the laws about forbidden relationships in Leviticus and
other parts of the Bible would take
much more time than we have. But we
will try to find pertinent ones in answer
to your question. I trust you all know
adultery means a married person being intimate sexually with anyone other than his or her spouse. God gave
that sin its own commandment: ‘Thou
shalt not commit adultery’ (Exod.
20:14).
“Please note that God talked directly to Moses. Try to imagine hearing the
voice of God say directly to you, ‘I am
the Lord thy God’ (Exod. 20:2). Even
that should give us pause. God, the
Creator of heaven and earth and
everything on it, chooses to create and

love you and me. That should make
you feel very special. At the same time,
you should fear and tremble to ever
want to displease or disobey Him.
“All that the Lord does is good. That
is what He said about His creation in
Genesis (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25). He
further states that all He does for us is
good too. ‘And the Lord commanded
us to do all these statutes, to fear the
Lord our God, for our good always,
that he might preserve us alive’ (Deut.
6:24).
“He is just as adamant about it in the
New Testament: ‘He that doeth good
is of God: but he that doeth evil hath
not seen God’ (III John 1:11). So you
can see that God takes obeying the
commandments of His Word very seriously. This is equally true of God the
Father, Christ the Son, and the Holy
Spirit who dwells within us.
“Obedience is the key to knowing
and understanding God’s Word. With
each act of obedience to God’s truth,
you will see Him more fully. The more
you see, the more you will obey and
understand. This is how you keep
growing in your everyday lives as
Christians.
“In the New Testament, you will not
find a verse that says, ‘Make sure you
stay pure as you date before you are
married!’ What you will see are the
many verses that talk about things
Christians should never do, and it includes much more than sexual sin. It
mentions lying, cheating, slander—
that it is falsely accusing people—and
envying what others have that you
want.
“Let’s look up a few of these verses
together. Turn in your Bibles to Galatians 5:16. It says, ‘Walk in the Spirit,
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the
flesh.’ Look at verses 19-21: ‘Now the
works of the flesh are manifest, which
are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like.’ It goes
on to say in verse 21, ‘They which do
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.’
“God gave us another list in Ephesians 5:1-2: ‘Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk
in love.’ It goes on to say in verses 3
and 4, ‘But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not
be once named among you, as becometh saints; neither filthiness, nor
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foolish talking, nor jesting.’ Verse 5
says that ‘no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who
is an idolater, hath any inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and of God.’
“Wow! Foolish talking and jesting
are on the list. What do you all think
that means in your lives? Give me
some ideas.”
One hand went up slowly and cautiously. “Does it have to do with gossiping, judging people, or making fun
of them behind their backs?”
“Yes. Thank you, Cindy. That is exactly what foolish talk or jesting can
mean. Can anyone else think of something?”
One of the boys raised his hand and
said, “I pulled up a comedy link once
because it looked funny. I thought
there might be things to share with my
friends, but it turned out to be a really
bad site. I logged out as soon as I realized it, but it took me a long time to
stop thinking about some of the jokes
I had read. I also felt guilty about it until finally I did forget it all.”
“Thank you for sharing, Rick. I’m
sure it wasn’t easy. I appreciate your
pointing out how hard it is to erase
things from your mind once you have
invited them in and also about the guilt
you felt.”
Rick spoke up again. “It also helped
me learn not to be so curious or do it
again. So that’s a good thing.”
“Yes, it certainly is. The Lord is always quick to forgive when we confess and let Him know we are sorry
(I John 1:9). We can begin each day
brand-new, and life goes on. That is
one of the many good gifts of being a
child of the King.
“Rick’s experience is also a very
strong argument as to why we should
want restrictions and protective rules.
It is hard to stop our minds from recalling things we may not have even
meant to see or think. This proves
again that God, our Father, knows how
weak we are and how easily we can be
tempted to do wrong. He wants us to
make the right choice. The Lord never
wants you to have to worry about consequences of choices made that you
can’t undo or take back.
“‘Fornication’ is the biblical word for
sexual sin. It speaks of illicit sexual intercourse. The word ‘lasciviousness’
is not a word we hear used often in our
culture, but it refers to that which is
shameless, to a lack of moral restraint.
It is one of the evils that comes from
within, from our heart.

“That is why Christ said, ‘Ye have
heard . . . Thou shalt not commit adultery: but I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after
her hath committed adultery with her
already in his heart’ (Matt. 5:27-28).
The Lord knows we begin to nurture a
sin long before we actually commit it.
It begins with a look, a thought, or just
flirting; but it can set us on a path to
who knows where.
“The really good news of the Bible is
that for as many prohibitions God gave
us, He graciously and lovingly put in
righteous positives too. God says in
Galatians 5:23 that a fruit of the Holy
Spirit is “temperance,” which means
to have self-control.
“Each of you knows in your own life
when you need to practice self-control. You are the one who has to decide
what you will or won’t do at any given
moment. In fact, the really scary part is
this—only you can know. Will you do
what you know God wants you to do
or not? I want to say it is as simple as
that, but we all know there is nothing
simple or easy about it.
“Your parents want to protect you.
But in the long run, it is up to you. Your
parents aren’t going to be there when
you decide to disobey, or cheat on a
test, or lie to a friend or about a friend
to someone else, or do something you
will regret with a boyfriend or girlfriend.
“Galatians 6:7 warns, ‘Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap.’
“Purity is a character trait to cultivate. As Christian young men and
women, you should take pride in having a pure heart, being modest in
dress, and being proper in speech and
interaction among your peers. Hold
yourself to a higher standard than the
world.
“Well, you asked, and hopefully this
has helped you see that the choices
you make are important to God. He
cares what you think about all this. The
Bible has much to say about these
things.
“Now let’s watch the movie and
learn from the main character. He
chose to obey God and did not run his
race on Sunday—even when a worldly king pressured him to do so and
most of his teammates called him a
traitor because of it. Still, be faithful
and choose God above all else. You
win more than a gold medal. You inherit the whole kingdom!” ★
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For Teens Only
Stargazing
BY

AKE up, Dan! You have to see
this!’ Dad would say as I tumbled sleepily out of bed. For as long as
I can remember, growing up,” shared
Dan, “my dad has been a stargazer.
We had a telescope in Dad’s study. We
lived in the back country of Indonesia—no electricity, no pollution, and
spectacular night skies!
“Dad would get an astronomy publication about stellar events, and he
would do his best to check them out.
I’ve seen a lot of interesting things—
solar eclipses, comets, lunar eclipses,
you name it. Sometimes Dad would
wake me up at three or four in the
morning to show me something that he
could not possibly see just by himself!”
When his first-grade daughter was
to begin an introduction to the solar
system, Dan’s childhood memories
reignited. “The science book gave me
a fact that I found a little unbelievable:
the sun contains 99.8% of the matter
in our solar system,” Dan shared in a
devotional time at a family reunion.
“The earth seems pretty big to me—
and what about Jupiter and Saturn? If
I have trouble visualizing this, a firstgrader would be completely lost!”
For the devotional Dan had decided
to make a to-scale comparison, relating the size of the earth to the sun in a
visual that would be easier to understand. If I use a grain of sand to represent the size of the earth, what size
should the sun be? Dan pondered.
He realized his math skills were a bit
rusty. And this would require some
major math skills. This was way beyond the r² he remembered from
math. Anyway, all that would get him
was the area of a circle.
Dan looked online and found some
sites with plenty of information. Some
of those were even connected to
space program sites.
Dan found that the size of his representative sun would be that of a softball. To show the proper scale for distance, he would have to place the grain
of sand forty-nine feet from the softball.
The volume of the sun would be able
to contain the mass of 1.3 million
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earths. Dan sat back to let the magnitude of that sink in. This will require
lots of space if I want to depict the
proper visual comparison, he thought.
Dan also read that the sun is about
333,000 times the mass of earth. A
child weighing 100 pounds on earth
would weigh 2,800 pounds on the
sun—if he could last long enough to
be weighed. It was staggering.
Learning just a little bit about the
heavens gives poignant meaning to
Psalm 8:4. “What is man, that thou art
mindful of him? and the son of man,
that thou visitest him?”
I thought about all the years I had
known God. From a child I, like Timothy, had been taught the Bible (II Tim.
3:15). When I was five years old, Jesus
became my Saviour.
I am nothing! Why does God pay any
attention to me? Who am I to talk to
God? I asked myself.
All these years I have told God my pettiest needs and shared my heart. What
was I thinking? Why would the God who
created the incomparable, incomprehensible universe care about me?
GOD LOVES ME
Why would the One who created the
Milky Way galaxy let some weak, puny
men nail Him to a cross? Why does
God take pleasure in talking with and
listening to me (Ps. 116:1-2)? God
loves me. He loves you!
The fact that this Creator God loves
me and died for me is even more astounding than the universe He created!
“For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
On clear summer nights my children
would lie on top of our trampoline,
gazing at the sky to locate the Big Dipper, the Little Dipper, and other constellations. Sometimes it almost
seemed as if the stargazers could
reach out to touch the night lights.
A standard unit of measurement for
length in the United States is the mile;
the unit of measurement for distance
in space is the light-year, equal to

5,878,625,373,183.608 miles. We will
round this to 6 trillion miles.
Our solar system—the sun and
eight major planets—while immense
and virtually untraversable, is not even
as wide as the smallest unit of astronomical distance.
The approximately 3.5-billion-mile
distance from the sun to Pluto is a tiny
fraction of a 6-trillion-mile light-year.
Our solar system is about three-fifths
of the way from the center of the Milky
Way galaxy. Just as we orbit the sun
once every 365 days at an average
speed of 66,600 miles an hour, so the
earth is also orbiting the center of our
galaxy at about 560,000 miles an hour.
It would take about 250 million
years for the sun to circle the Milky
Way galaxy. The galaxy itself is
around 100,000 light-years in diameter and about 10,000 light-years
thick at its center bulge. That would
be about 600,000,000,000,000,000
(quadrillion) miles wide and
60,000,000,000,000,000 miles deep
at the center. In other words, the
Milky Way is fabulously enormous!
The Milky Way is one of millions of
galaxies that scientists working with
the Hubble telescope have begun to
categorize and name. One video on
the Hubble Internet site says there are
“hundreds of billions of galaxies in the
whole sky.” Keep in mind that the Hubble site is not Creation-based as you
view the amazing pictures of the Hubble Deep Field.
Some scientists believe that an initial estimate of the size of the universe
is around 46 billion light-years in circumference. If you remember how
many miles one light-year represents,
you have an idea of the impossibly
vast distances involved.
As you know, the information given
here is not even a pinprick compared
to what scientists have learned about
the universe. It should stimulate some
soul-searching thoughts.
GOD HAS CREATED ALL OF THIS
“In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1) is

one of the simplest but most astounding verses in the Bible. No fanfare is given. Just as I might say “I
made that table,” so God declares
that He made the heaven and earth.
He only needed to speak for the sun,
moon, and stars to come into existence (vss. 14-19)!
GOD IS EVIDENT TO ALL
Both the day- and nighttime wonders of the sky give all people everywhere proof that there is a Creator
God, to paraphrase David (Ps. 19:1-4).
Man is accountable to Him.
GOD’S WORD IS IMPORTANT
Every person should subject himself
to the law of the Lord who has created all these wonders (Ps. 19:7-14). We
should obey Him.
DO I REALLY WORSHIP THE REAL
GOD?
Believers should readily acknowledge that Jesus is powerful. We believe that He did the impossible. He
walked on water, He healed the sick,
and He rose from the dead.
However, many of us spend much of
our lives worshipping a God who has
been severely downsized. But God is
God! Why do I put limits on what I think
He is or what He can or should do?
HOW SHOULD I
RESPOND TO THIS?
If God can create a universe like this,
I can trust Him to take care of my daily needs (cf. Matt. 6:33).
God can help your father find work.
He can give victory over temptation to
sin. He can lead you to the person He
has for you to marry.
I can praise God for whatever He allows in my life. Whatever my headache
in life may be, it is a lot easier for God
than keeping the universe going (Col.
1:17)!
I should never be reluctant, embarrassed, or ashamed to proclaim that
God created all things. Everyone can
look up and see His works. No interpreter is necessary! I will proclaim His
glory and salvation by my words and
life each day.
Next time you gaze at the stars, think
of the softball illustration. Let that softball represent the sun. The earth is like
a grain of sand. When you start doing
the math, you will join the writer of
Psalm 19:1 in concluding, “The heavens
declare the glory of God.” ★
SPRING QUARTER 2013

Teen Scene
Things of This World
BY

JED N. SNYDER, D. MIN.

Q. How should I react to all the things
I find on the Internet and social networks? There are many pictures, jokes,
and comments that are not good.
A. Thanks for a tough question! Whenever we face questionable material,
we should quickly ask ourselves,
“How would Jesus feel if He were
watching over my shoulder?” Another
question we should consider, especially if immoral pictures of people are
involved, could be “How would I feel if
the pictures were of my sister or my
mother? Would I want people looking
at them?” Of course, most of us know
that Jesus stated clearly that looking
at a person with lust is adultery in the
heart (cf. Matt. 5:28).
If the use of the Internet or social
networking is becoming addictive, the
problem needs outside intervention.
Counseling should help, but there are
other things that you can do as well.
I am not an expert on Internet safety, but I know that accountability programs exist. These can be put in place,
and a trusted, mature relative or friend
can be asked to monitor the different
Web sites that are accessed. So if you
are concerned that you may be doing
things online that do not please the
Lord Jesus, you can ask a couple of
godly, mature people to monitor your
access to all the sites you look at. If you
are a computer-savvy person, do not
disarm any protective program that
has been placed on your machine.
Do not forget to humbly confess
your sin to God if you have failed Him.
If being alone at a computer makes
it easier to be tempted to do evil, then
use your computer only in a public
area. If you are more likely to fail when
you are tired or frustrated, then turn
your computer off! Set a time limit for
doing research online.
Also, parents should be aware of the
danger. If your parents are not, please
speak to them about your concerns.
(Not all parents are computer literate.)
Here is a prayer from the Bible that
may be helpful: “Let the words of my
mouth, and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my

strength, and my redeemer” (Ps. 19:14).
Q. How can I live for the Lord when
there is so much pressure to be worldly?
A. Focusing in on the Lord Jesus Himself is the foundation. Begin there, and
you will be able to find how to move
forward. Let me see whether I can give
you more help with this vital question.
Here is one of the most powerful verses in the Bible that deals with this: “[He]
hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath translated us into
the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13).
That we are already delivered spiritually gives us the confidence to say,
“By God’s grace and power I will serve
the Lord, and I will not give in to the
pressures of those who do not have
the same values that the Lord has given me.”
After taking a stand, you would do
well to nourish your spiritual being by
feeding on the Bible, the Word of God,
in just as regular a manner as you feed
your physical being (several times
each day). And you will want to practice spiritual hygiene frequently as
well. “If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (I John 1:9). Sin should be
confessed as privately as it was committed. If God is the only one offended, He is the only one to whom confession is to be made. If another
individual is offended, that is the one,
in addition to the Lord, to whom you
should confess. If there are more, then
a more public confession is needed.
Finally, be sure the armor of God is in
place and stay on the offense against
evil. Maintaining a good spiritual diet,
using good spiritual hygiene, and continuously talking to God in prayer will
also be useful for a lifetime of surrender
and service to our Lord. ★
If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).
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Boys and Girls
A Smoky Answer to Prayer
BY

EY, there’s smoke over there,”
Connor said. “I wonder what that

H

is?”
Garrett glanced in the same direction and shrugged. “It’s probably nothing. I think the Bells are burning some
dead grass.”
“Well, they’re not around,” Connor
said, moving through the trees and
closer to the burning pile. He saw
small flames and smoke filling the air.
“When my mom burns yard waste, she
always uses a barrel and stays there
until the fire is out.”
“So? Not everyone is as cautious as
your mom,” Garrett said. “Are you
coming to my house or not?”
“No. I’m going to tell Mom and see
what she says.”
“When you’re done fighting fires,
come on over,” Garrett said, stomping
up the yard toward home.
Connor ran inside the house and
called to Mom. “There’s a fire and
some smoke over at the Bells. You
know—where they dump yard waste.”
“Maybe they’re just burning the
compost. Some people do.”
“Yeah, but they’re not around. I
know you and Dad always stay there
when you’re burning yard waste or
trash in the barrel.”
“OK. Let’s go see.” Mrs. Stearns put
down a dish and went out the back
door with Connor. “Oh! That is a lot of
smoke,” she said.
They rushed over to the neighbors’
yard. “Connor, get a bucket of water,
and I’ll go to the door to see if anyone
is home.”
Connor’s younger sister, Jana, ran
along next to Mom.
Connor filled the bucket and carried
the water toward the pile of burning
waste. He waited there for Mom. Smoke
was getting into his eyes, so he moved
away from where the wind was blowing.
Soon Mom and Jana returned, followed by Mrs. Bell, who kept saying,
“Oh, dear! Oh, dear! Should we call
9-1-1?”
“I don’t think we need the fire department. We can probably put it out
with buckets of water,” Mrs. Stearns
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answered, taking the bucket from Connor and pouring water onto the fire.
Mrs. Bell hurried back to the house
for another bucket of water. The fire was
beyond the reach of their garden hose.
Jana ducked through the trees to their
yard and brought the dog’s water bowl.
Mrs. Stearns poured water onto the
small flames and then handed the
bucket back to Connor to refill it.
Jana dumped her water and went
for more, too. Riley barked when he
saw her carry away his dish.
Meanwhile, Mrs. Bell hurried back
to the fire with another water bucket.
“I’m so glad you came over. I had no
idea this was happening.”
“Connor was the one who saw the
smoke and flames. He came to get me.”
Mrs. Bell continued. “I was downstairs cleaning and hadn’t looked outside.”
By this time, Mr. Bell joined the
group and took the bucket to get more
water. Connor did the same.
“I almost called the fire department,” Mrs. Bell said. “But I decided to
see the size of the fire first.”
“You saved the day, Connor,” Mr. Bell
said, returning with another bucket.
Connor ducked his head, but he
was glad he had checked out the
smoke.
“Just two days ago, when I saw how
dry the compost was, I thought I

should moisten it,” Mr. Bell said, shaking his head. “I just don’t get around to
things the way I used to.”
Several more buckets of water were
dumped on the burning yard waste
before the flames were extinguished.
The smoke took a while longer to clear
the air. Jana scrunched up her nose.
“I’m glad that smoke is gone; it hurts
my eyes.”
They stood watching until all fire in
the waste had died out. Mr. Bell said,
“I think I’m going to move the compost
pile away from here. If I move it closer
to that lower area of the yard, it’ll be in
the shade.”
“But what about the bush?” Mrs.
Bell cautioned.
“I think it will be safer there than near
the neighbors’ woodpile,” he observed.
“If a spark had lit that, we’d all be in trouble! I’m going back to get a shovel.”
“I’ll help you,” Connor offered. “I
have a shovel.”
“Well, thanks, if you want to,” Mr. Bell
said. “I guess if you can put out fires, you
can help shovel and move yard waste.”
Connor ran back to the house. Jana
ran with him. Their mother had returned
earlier. “Mom, I’m going to help Mr. Bell
move the compost. I need the shovel.”
“OK. But be careful. Are all the embers done smoking?”
Connor nodded and ran to the toolshed. He got a shovel and went back

to the neighbors’ yard.
Mr. Bell was already filling a bucket
with blackened waste. Connor started
shoveling waste from the other side of
the pile.
“You handle a shovel pretty well,”
Mr. Bell commented.
“I help my grandpa,” Connor answered. He added, “He lets me ride in
his produce truck too.”
“Maybe you’ll be a fireman when you
grow up,” said Mrs. Bell as she watched
Connor work beside her husband.
Connor smiled but said, “I think I’d
rather drive a truck like my grandpa.”
“That would be good too,” said Mr.
Bell. “Your grandpa has done well in
his business.”
“We sometimes travel for six hours,”
Connor said. “Garrett thinks driving a
produce truck is dumb.”
Just then Jana returned with her CD
player, which looked like a portable radio. Mrs. Bell recognized the tune that
was playing and began to sing along.
She said, “I didn’t know kids today
knew that one.”
“It has different words,” said Jana,
“but Mom was surprised that some
songs were ones she sang when she
was a little girl.”
“We sang them when I was a little
girl.” Mrs. Bell laughed. Just then another song started.
“That song even has the same
words,” Mrs. Bell remarked.
Jana picked up the microphone that
was attached to the CD player and announced, “The fire is out. The fire is out.”
Everyone laughed—even Connor,
who usually did not appreciate his sister’s antics.
“You can also announce that Connor is the hero,” said Mrs. Bell.
Connor ducked his head as his sister did just that.
Garrett walked up just then and
asked, “Why is he a hero?”
“He found our compost pile burning, ran to spread the word, and
helped put out the fire,” Mrs. Bell said
proudly.
Garrett shrugged. He stood there for
a while but then stomped away again.
“Not only that,” said Mr. Bell, tousling Connor’s hair, “he also helped me
move all this compost to a new location. And I think that just about does it.”
“What prize do we have for the
hero?” Mrs. Bell asked. Her husband
reached into his pocket and handed
Connor some money.
“Five dollars!” Connor said. “That’s
what I prayed for this morning!”
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The Bells smiled.
“I had the rest of the money, but I
needed five dollars to get new swimming goggles. Mom said I should write
that in my prayer and praise book.”
“God answered your prayer very
quickly,” said Mr. Bell. “But you had to
work for it too.”
“That’s OK. I like to work, especially in the yard and at Grandpa’s,” Connor answered.
Connor thanked the neighbors.
Then he said good-bye and headed
home. He had something more to
write in his prayer and praise book.
Connor liked talking to God and
writing about things he needed or
wanted, like the swimming goggles.
There were also prayer requests for
other people, like his cousin who had
been really sick not too long ago. God
had made him well. So Connor had
written that as another answer on the
praise page.
“The Lord doesn’t always answer
prayers the way we think they should
be answered,” Mrs. Stearns had cautioned when she first suggested Connor begin a prayer and praise book.
He had started using the book after
he argued with Mom about clothing.
He did not always like the things she
thought he should wear. Soon Connor
noticed they were not arguing as much
after they both prayed about what he
wore. He wrote that down as an answer, and Mom agreed.
After he finished writing today’s answer in big letters, Connor went to
show it to Mom.
She was on the phone, telling Dad
about the events of the morning. After
she hung up, Connor gave her the
prayer and praise book to read. “That
was very generous of the Bells to give
you the money, but I suppose a fire out
of control would have cost them a lot
more,” she said.
Maybe I’ll tell Garrett about my prayer
and praise book later—even if he just
shrugs his shoulders or stomps away,
Connor thought. He was not sure his
neighbor believed in God, but this would
be a way to show him that he did.
Just as Mom had said, the Lord did
not always answer prayer the way
Connor expected—and today was one
of those times. He thought about the
smoke rising in the air that had made
him notice the fire. Even though he
could not see them, it was something
like his prayers rising in the air to God.
All Connor saw were the answers. ★

Noah’s Ark

The Hippopotamus
BY

WANDA ERBSE

HERE are two kinds of hippos—the
river and the pygmy. The pygmy is
much smaller and more timid than the
river hippo. The river hippopotamus is
easily recognized by its tremendous
size. It has a barrel-shaped torso, an
enormous mouth and teeth, and a
nearly hairless body.
After the elephant and rhinoceros,
the hippopotamus is the largest land
animal and can weigh up to three tons.
Its hide alone can weigh half a ton. Despite its stocky shape and short legs,
it can easily outrun a human. The hippo is one of the most aggressive creatures in the world and is often regarded as one of the most dangerous
animals in Africa.
Today there are an estimated
125,000 to 150,000 hippos throughout
sub-Saharan Africa. However, they are
still threatened by habitat loss and
poaching for their meat and the ivory
from their teeth.
Hippos must be close to a water
source to survive, since the largest
part of their day is spent in the water
or mud to keep them cool. In the hot,
dry season, they spend all day in the
water. In the early evening they
emerge from the water to hunt for
food. They graze on grasses and can
consume as much as 150 pounds of
grass in one night. They may eat other plants, but they never eat meat.
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FAITH STEINKRAUS

Jesus Provides
Read John 21:1-6. Find the following words in the word search.
SIMON PETER THOMAS SHIP
NATHANAEL NOTHING CAST
MULTITUDE DISCIPLES NET
X
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O
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I
N
G
D

B
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N
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I
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A. Number the following sentences in the correct order.
1. ____ The disciples caught nothing that night.
2. ____ Peter said, “I go afishing.”
3. ____ When it was morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did
not know it was Jesus.
4. ____ The other disciples went with Peter and got into the ship.
B. Read John 21:9-14, and fill in the blanks. Unscramble the boxed letters to
complete the last sentence.
1. When the disciples came to land, they saw a fire of coals and fish upon it
and also ____ 䡺 ____ ____ ____.
2. There were 153 fish in the net, and the net was not ____ ____ 䡺 ____ ____
____.
3. Jesus said, “Come and ____ ____ ____ 䡺.” Then the ____ ____ ____ ____
____ 䡺 ____ ____ ____ knew that He was the Lord.
4. Jesus took the bread and ____ 䡺 ____ ____ and gave the food to the disciples.
5. This was the ____ ____ ____ ____ 䡺 time that Jesus showed Himself to the
disciples after His resurrection.
6. Jesus ____ ____ ____ V ____ ____ ____ D a net full of fish and a meal for the
disciples.
C. Unscramble the letters to fill in the blanks to complete a verse with a promise.
“But my God shall PLSYUP ______________ all your EDNE __________ according to his CERSIH ______________ in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians
4:19).

Answers:
★A. 1. 3; 2. 1; 3. 4; 4. 2. B. 1. bRead; 2. brOken; 3. dinE, disciPles; 4. fIsh;
5. thirD; 6. proVideD. C. supply; need; riches.

Pygmy hippos eat shoots, leaves, and
any fruit that can be found on the
ground.
These water-loving giants are very
helpful to other animals that share
their home in the African savanna.
They use their feet to stir up the mud
at the bottom of lakes and rivers,
which brings small creatures to the
surface for fish to eat. The hippo’s underwater friends return the favor by
cleaning the hippo’s teeth. Small fish
wait until the hippo opens its mouth,
then swim inside the huge cavity to eat
food stuck in the hippo’s big teeth.
Birds, such as egrets and wagtails,
also help keep the hippos healthy.
They eat the flies and ticks that irritate
the hippo’s skin.
The female hippo leaves the herd
to give birth. She usually has one
calf. It is able to walk and swim immediately after being born. Mother
hippos are very protective of their
young, and boaters on Africa’s rivers
must be alert to stay away from
them. The hippos might see the
boats as enemies trying to harm their
young or invade their territories. Hippos have been known to swim under
boats and overturn them. With just
one bite, a hippo can snap a small
boat in half. In Africa, more people
are killed by hippos than by any other animal.
Hippos see, hear, and smell very
well. This helps to protect them from
predators. Adult hippos are so large
and fierce that they are too big for other animals to attack. However, hippo
calves are perfect prey for animals that
hunt on the grassland or along the
rivers. Hyenas, crocodiles, and lions
can easily attack a young hippo that
has wandered too far from its protective mother. Only half of hippo calves
survive until their first birthday. Humans are adult hippos’ worst enemies
because of their poaching and hunting.
Hippopotamuses like to gather in
rivers or lakes with their friends and
family members. Each group of hippos
lives in its own territory. A get-together might include up to one hundred
hippos.
The adult male (bull) hippo will fight
other males over territory and females.
They use their sharp teeth to bite and
can badly injure or kill an opponent.
Some biblical scholars believe that
Job 40:15-24 refers to the hippopotamus. How incredible is God’s creation! ★

Wit and Wisdom Cartoons

Quote-ables
Prayers

Oliver Wendell Holmes: “To be
seventy years young is sometimes far
more cheerful and hopeful than to be
forty years old.”

Amy Carmichael: “O Lord, we bring
Thee him for whom we pray / Be Thou
his strength, his courage, and his stay,
/ And should his faith flag as he runs
the race, / Show him again the vision of
Thy face.”

***
Thomas Tusser: “Who goeth a borrowing / Goeth a sorrowing.”

***
***
Alexander Pope: “An obstinate
man does not hold opinions, but they
hold him.”

“I practice internal medicine too, so to speak.”

***
François de la Rochefoucauld:
“Why can we remember the tiniest detail that has happened to us, and not
remember how many times we have
told it to the same person?”

Horatius Bonar: “Thy way, not
mine, O Lord, / However dark it be; /
Lead me by Thine own hand, / Choose
out the path for me. / I dare not choose
my lot; / I would not if I might; / Choose
Thou for me, my God, / So shall I walk
aright.”
***
Isaac Watts: “O God, our help in
ages past, / Our hope for years to
come, / Our shelter from the stormy
blast, / And our eternal home.”

***
***

“I could never remember names until I took that great Sam Carnegie
course.”

Anna L. Waring: “When I have nothing in my hand / Wherewith to serve my
King, / When Thy commandment finds
me weak / And wanting everything, /
My soul, upon Thy greatness cast, /
Shall rise divinely free; / Then will I
serve with what Thou hast, / And gird
myself with Thee.”

***
“I was always told to respect my
elders. It’s just getting harder and
harder to find one.”
***

“Watch this—today’s sermon might be a short
one.”

F. B. Meyer: “Mould us, great God,
into forms of beauty and usefulness by
the wheel of Providence and by the
touch of Thy hand. . . . Conform us to
the image of Thy Son. . . . Dip us deep
into the River of Life, and give refreshment by us to many parched and
weary hearts.”

“The reason talk is cheap is that
supply far outpaces the demand.”
***
“It’s all right to be cautious—but
even a turtle never gets anywhere until he sticks his head out.”

***

***
“A boy becomes a man when he
walks around a puddle instead of
through it.”
***
“Pleasant memories must be
arranged in advance.”
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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***

“I hope the church has been putting something aside for a rainy day.”

Betty Stam: “I’m standing, Lord. /
The rock is hard beneath my feet. / I
nearly slipped, Lord, on the sleet. / So
weary, Lord, and where a seat? / Still
must I stand? / I’m standing, Lord, /
Since Thou has spoken, Lord, I see /
Thou hast beset: these rocks are Thee;
/ And since Thy Love encloses me, / I
stand and sing!”
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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Dad’s Den
An Example Worthy to Follow
BY

NE of the chief ministries of a father is to model the ministry of
God, our Heavenly Father, to our children. We cannot do this in a perfect
way, of course, because we are imperfect, sinful human beings.
An incident that happened when I
was involved in the Awana program at
our church a few years ago will illustrate
this point. A young boy trusted in Christ
as his Saviour. He then asked when
God would desert him. Upon further inquiry into what he meant, we found that
his father had walked out on his family.
This young boy’s experience told him
that was what fathers do. When things
got tough, a father just walked out of
the home. What a sad example!
One of the best ways a father can
teach his son or daughter is by example. As the Bible says in Exodus 18:1920, “Hearken now unto my voice, I will
give thee counsel, and God shall be
with thee: Be thou for the people to
God-ward, that thou mayest bring the
causes unto God: and thou shalt teach
them ordinances and laws, and shalt
shew them the way wherein they must
walk, and the work that they must do.”
A father needs to lead a godly, obedient life before God and others. He
needs to lead his family by his example. They need to see the attributes of
God exhibited in their father’s life, even
though imperfectly.
One of the areas in which fathers can
teach by example is discipline. Discipline is not another excuse for a father
to vent his anger. The purpose of discipline is to restore sons (and daughters) to a place of joyful relationship.
Hebrews 12:6-7 says, “For whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If
ye endure chastening, God dealeth
with you as with sons; for what son is
he whom the father chasteneth not?”
An example not to follow when it
comes to discipline is that of Eli the
priest in the days of Samuel. According
to I Samuel 3:13-17, Eli knew that his
sons, Phinehas and Hophni, were committing heinous sins. He knew what
they were doing was wrong, and he did
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not confront them. They sinned against
the Lord, and he did not attempt to correct and restore them. “For I have told
him that I will judge his house for ever
for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile,
and he restrained them not.”
Another area in which a father can
teach by example is demonstrating
God’s love. The Bible tells us how. In
I John 3:16-18 the Bible says, “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and
we ought to lay down our lives for the
brethren. But whoso hath this world’s
good, and seeth his brother have
need, and shutteth up his bowels of
compassion from him, how dwelleth
the love of God in him? My little children, let us not love in word, neither in
tongue; but in deed and in truth.”
Our ministry is to show God’s love.
This teaching is not limited to providing
financial or material goods but includes
the giving of love and encouragement. A
father can only provide encouragement
out of the storehouse of his own soul. So
it behooves the father to be consistently in the Word of God. We are able to exhibit love because the love of God dwells
in us, and this is because Christ dwells
in us. He is within us because we have
trusted in Him as our Saviour.
A third characteristic of God that we
can demonstrate is His forgiveness.
Ephesians 4:32 says, “Be ye kind one
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ’s
sake hath forgiven you.” Meditate on
how God has forgiven you. His forgiveness is complete. Our sin is completely forgotten, as is proclaimed in
Psalm 103:12: “As far as the east is
from the west, so far hath he removed
our transgressions from us.”
What a wonderful example of God’s
forgiveness we portray when we forgive our sons and daughters when they
sin and do not continually throw failings back in their faces after they have
been dealt with! This does not mean
that we overlook sins, for God does not
overlook our sins. But He does not
continually remind us of them, either.

God forgives indeed, but sometimes
He deals with us and in this way allows
us to grow in our faith. Eli had a problem
demonstrating this characteristic of
God. He did not deal with his sons’ sins.
It is important to know, Dads, that
even when we fail to display the characteristics of God, our Heavenly Father, there is still hope for us fathers.
We do not have to berate or punish
ourselves for failing to display the divine attributes as we should.
According to the Bible, there is hope
for those who fail to demonstrate the
fatherly attributes of God. According
to I John 1:9, “If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” So we do not have to
beat ourselves up because we do not
“father” well in a particular situation.
We can seek God’s forgiveness. He
will give us opportunities to improve
our fathering skills so that we better
demonstrate His attributes.
What do we do when we fail to display
godlike characteristics before our children? First, treat your children as you
would treat any other person in a situation where you have wronged them. Go
to them and confess your failures. Be
specific in asking for their forgiveness.
This will not diminish your image as a father and a man. In fact, doing so may
make you more of a good man and father in their sight. Jesus said in Matthew
5:23-24 that forgiveness of an offense is
an important part of being able to worship our great God and Father.
Second, work on your ability to
demonstrate the attributes of God to
your family. This no doubt will take
some inward transformation. It will take
spending time with God and being willing to allow Him to change you in ways
that you do not even realize now. You
may be surprised about what God will
do in your life—about what kinds of
changes He will make—so that you can
demonstrate His attributes to others.
But your children will see the changes,
as will your spouse and other people.
You will become the godly example
they all need and want to follow. ★

One Mother to Another
A Challenged Heart
BY

WEARILY sat down on the edge of
my bed. Every muscle in my back
protested. The day had been long, and
I just wanted to relax. Grumpily, I
thought about all that needed to be
done. There was a mountain of laundry
on the living room floor, dishes seemed
to be multiplying in the sink, various
piles of destruction had been left by my
toddler, and there were miscellaneous
tasks that I felt I must accomplish.
I sighed heavily as I pondered how
the house had become so cluttered so
quickly. The longer I sat there, tallying up
what I felt needed to be done, the more
discontented and angry I became. I
struck up a running commentary in my
head on the injustices of doing my
household duties while everyone else
lounged in front of the television. At that
moment, I felt my life had fallen far from
my ideal.
Then my eyes drifted over to my nightstand, where these words were printed
on a card: “Bless the Lord, O my soul:
and all that is within me, bless his holy
name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits” (Ps. 103:1-2).
I immediately felt humbled. I am
sure my complaining spirit was not
music to the Lord’s ears. Instead of rejoicing in His benefits, I was in the
midst of a well-thought-out pity party.
I had let my tiredness and selfishness
take control. Instead of filling my heart
with praise, I was keeping a mental tally of the injustices of my life.
I should have been filling my mind
with praises—praising God for my
happy, healthy children and a loving
husband, thanking Him for meeting
every one of our needs, praising Him
for forgiving my sins, and rejoicing in
His unending love and compassion.
That evening, I believe, was a time of
spiritual training from God. The Lord
tells us in His Word: “Blessed is the man
that endureth temptation” (Jas. 1:12).
Temptations and trials are not just defined as terrible hardships. They often
involve tests that arise in the course of
our daily lives. They can come in the
form of abundant laundry, disobedient
children, weariness, loneliness, and
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times of sickness or uncertainty.
If we allow it, we can get worn down
and discontented. The trials can seem
too much to bear. But Jesus said in
Matthew 11:28-30, “Come unto me,
all ye that labour and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you, and learn of me; for I am
meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall
find rest unto your souls. For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light.”
As mothers, we tend to take the
world on our shoulders, trying to solve
and soothe all of life’s troubles. When
we scramble for control of every detail,
we bring frustration and unnecessary
weariness upon ourselves. When the
delicate balancing act we have created for the perfect home and life begins
to weaken and crumble, we may strike
out emotionally at those around us.
We feel overwhelmed and crabby.
We forget that God never intended
us to be in charge of everyone and
everything. He desires that we give it
all to Him—every difficulty, every burden, all the weariness, everything.
The Lord calls us to rest upon Him.
He will relieve us of our weariness.
When we come to realize this, we can
shift our focus away from our difficulties and let praises flow from our lips.
First Chronicles 16:11 says, “Seek
the Lord and his strength, seek his
face continually.” We are not meant to
go through this journey of motherhood
in our own strength and merit. If we try
to manage it ourselves, we only fail.
God is waiting for us to loosen our
tight grasp of control and free Him to
lighten our hearts. When we give the
Lord each aspect of our lives, it frees
us from negative thinking, and our
hearts are opened to rejoicing.
“But let the righteous be glad; let
them rejoice before God: yea, let them
exceedingly rejoice. Sing unto God,
sing praises to his name” (Ps. 68:3-4).
When we place our focus where it
should be, our hearts will be filled with
Him. If we pour out thanksgiving to
God, we will be less likely to find time
to complain or feel burdened by motherhood. We must willingly surrender

our days to God, giving Him control
over every aspect of them. Then we
will be free to serve joyfully.
“For even the Son of man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many”
(Mark 10:45). Christ’s life of service to
us is our pattern. He gave His life so
that we might live. We must follow His
example. If we are tired when we call
on Him, He will strengthen us. If we are
discontented, we only need to focus
on His many blessings, and He will lift
us up. When we are unsure of the way,
He will light our paths.
As mothers, we have a special calling to serve. We are missionaries in our
homes! God has called us to our mission field. It may not seem exotic or a
big glorious work, but it is! Our children’s journey with God begins in our
homes. I cannot think of a greater calling to serve than this.
Even in the seemingly menial tasks
that come with motherhood, we can
serve. Most important, we can lead by
example. When we are weary with dayto-day existence, we can either give a
smile or cloud the day with crabbiness.
John 13:14 tells us how Jesus
washed the feet of His disciples; He
calls us to do accordingly. If we faithfully and cheerfully serve those whom
God has placed in our care, we are
serving and touching lives as He has
called us to do.
Through His Word, God has shown
me that I need to lift my eyes to heaven, receive His strength when I am
weary, live out a life of perseverance,
and joyfully serve my family.
When the pressure is on, my children
are watching to see how I will respond.
Will I serve with a heart full of love or out
of a sense of duty? Am I going to crumble, or am I going to stand in the Lord
and fill our home with praise? As my children grow and face more difficulties, my
prayer is that because of my example,
they will know exactly how to deal with
life’s trials. I pray that when life wears
them down, they will remember to lift
their eyes and hearts to the Lord, our Deliverer. He truly is our stronghold! ★
(109) 45

Family Life
Care for the Family Unit
BY

N order for the body of Christ to flourish and shine as a perfect and complete unit, we must comply with the
basics of God’s Word. Our God is the
Supreme Being of decency and order,
and He has given us instructions to
begin at home.
We know that the disciples of Christ
Jesus are to begin at home to spread
the gospel and then spread the good
news abroad (cf. Acts 1:8). Although it
is a very beautiful work to donate
much-needed financial assistance to
the famished and diseased in foreign
nations and in our neighborhoods, we
must initially focus on perfecting our
family unit in the power and admonition of the Lord. How can a doctor take
care of others if he is sick himself?
Christians are called to love and to
be submissive to one another in accordance to the will of our Heavenly
Father (cf. Eph. 5:21). Why is it, then,
that some churchgoers seem to have
just as many dysfunctional and divided families as non-church attendees?
Well, the enemy of our souls really
does not care about appearances, like
church attendance; he is more concerned with interfering with the authority of the Lord in our lives. The
church is at war in the spiritual realm.
When we begin to take a close spiritual look into the books of Ephesians
and Colossians, we notice that the
Apostle Paul stressed the importance
of being in Christ. Before he gave any
commands or imperatives for our
walk, service, or warfare, he emphasized our position within the grace of
God. The book of Colossians focuses
primarily on our Saviour as God Incarnate and the one who completes us.
Once we are truly born again and
know our position of spiritual authority, through faith in Christ, we can love
and communicate with one another
with complete freedom (cf. 3:12-24).
Our lives must be authentic. Our
children, as well as most nonbelievers,
are really interested in authentic actions more than lectures or criticism.
Close attention is paid to what we do
in comparison to what we say. Colos-
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sians 3:23-25 tells us, “And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord,
and not unto men; knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive the reward of the
inheritance: for ye serve the Lord
Christ. But he that doeth wrong shall
receive for the wrong which he hath
done: and there is no respect of persons.”
When we operate from the fleshly
realm (when it comes to our spiritual,
emotional, and social communication)
and failure results, we should be advised that God is not enthroned there.
That is not what He wants in our lives.
If our daily wills are not submitted to
the Lord and we stir up envy, strife, division, fornication, molestations, hatred, a lack of forgiveness, or idolatry
(too much of anything unrelated to the
true and living God), we end up reaping for the wrong and destroying many
relationships at home, in the extended
family, and in the local assemblies.
Weak spiritual homes make for weak
spiritual churches.
Most believers want the gifts of the
Holy Spirit to flow through their own
lives as well as in the congregation.
None of us truly relish failing our biological or spiritual families. We must
make sure that when we go to worship, we have not hurt someone in our
own home or in the church congregation we attend. Matthew 5:23-24 reminds us that “if thou bring thy gift to
the altar, and there rememberest that
thy brother hath ought against thee;
leave there thy gift before the altar, and
go thy way; first be reconciled to thy
brother, and then come and offer thy
gift.”
Imagine stepping into a congregation while your favorite worship song
is being played, but you are not able to
connect with the Holy Spirit in intimate
worship. This is because you are reminded about the way you screamed
at your spouse out of anger. You are
also reminded about the emotional
and physical neglect of that child who
needed parental advice that you were
too busy to give.
The initial step to take to get back

into fellowship with the Spirit is to repent or forgive and then be reconciled
to God regardless of whether others
are ready or willing to forgive you.
Some circumstances and situations
cannot be resolved except by the
grace and mercies of the Lord, who
desires that we experience a close
walk with Him and a similar closeness
with other Christians.
Once the Holy Spirit is truly the
Head of our whole existence, individually and corporately, we become
stewards of God’s love. God-given authority comes with responsibility and
accountability.
Before we take action, we must take
on a heavenly perspective toward our
family and loved ones. Regardless of
all the fun memories, trials and tribulations, and special occasions our families have experienced as a whole, we
cannot forget this important fact when
dealing with people: “We wrestle not
against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high
places” (Eph. 6:12). The family unit is
always under attack.
The defiant teenager, the alcoholic
adult child, the materialistic mother, or
the passive father who allows abuse
has deeper issues than the natural eye
can see. We must be people of authentic compassion on a daily basis.
We must also be ready and able to
deal with spiritual dysfunction when it
aims to wreak havoc on us through our
loved ones.
If we are slothful stewards and begin to neglect any area of our spiritual,
emotional, or social responsibilities,
the enemy will begin to gain ground.
Inches will turn into yards. Yards will
develop into miles until reconciliation
(or even simple communication)
seems utterly impossible.
In Ephesians 4:25 through 6:9, the
Apostle Paul issued many imperatives
after he spoke of being renewed in the
spirit of our minds. He focused on the
individual first and then shifted the focus to families, the church, and occu-

pations. We must not separate his
conclusion from the rest of the book. If
we really want our families to rise
above the pitfalls and problems of this
world in this life, we must be strong in
the Lord and His mighty power (6:10).
In our modern-day society, special
emphasis is placed on money and entertainment. The common philosophy
is to have more and get more. So many
tell themselves such things as “As
long as I can afford to buy the latest
gadgets for my children, we will be
happy.” “If only we had a seventy-inch
HDTV to enjoy family time, we would
be happy.”
This should not be a Christian’s emphasis. Our attention should be
placed on obtaining the whole armor
of God. When it comes to our families,
we must always operate in truth.
God’s Word is true despite our tendency to selectively obey only parts of
it. We sometimes heed the parts of the
Bible that do not expect so much of
us, or we ignore the passages that refer directly to our sin. Remember, “Ye
shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8:32). Sin that
lives within our families will eventually
destroy relationships or cause unnecessary pain to our loved ones.
We often hear it said that we can live
any way we choose, as long as it feels
right, because God will forgive us.
Families with transformed minds need
to stand for righteousness in a world
filled with so many opinions. We must
choose what is right according to the
Word of God. The Holy Spirit will guide
us through any difficulty.
The godly relationship of a married
couple who claim the name of Christ
can be an avenue to share the good
news of the gospel. Families that
spread the good news outside of the
local assembly in both word and deed
have a bond that is too powerful to
break.
Godly families are authentic. They
do not get caught up in strange religious trends. The truth of God’s Word
gives them a sure foundation. Our children’s peers send chain messages on
the Internet. These have no authentic
spiritual use. But messages that express the love of the Lord Jesus Christ
have the potential to change lives.
The professional golfer dresses for
the sport. He has spent the time and
money to look like a golfer. However, it
is far more important that he has taken the time to master the game of golf.
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He has to know how to use the right
golf club in order to strike the ball correctly. He must have the proper knowledge and equipment.
In the same manner, Christians
must be clothed with truth. We must
be ready with the good news as
shoes on our feet. We must be armed
with the breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith, and the helmet of salvation. Finally, we must
wield “the sword of the Spirit, which
is the Word of God” (Eph. 6:17). The
Word of God is able to penetrate the
heart of our loved ones in response
to our faith in the God of our salvation.
Paul’s exhortations end with the
warrior’s resource: “Praying always
with all prayer and supplication in the
Spirit, and watching thereunto with all
perseverance and supplication for all
saints” (Eph. 6:18). We actually need
to bring our family members into the
presence of the Lord in sincere prayer.
Some things we can handle by natural
means, but we must remember that
the Holy Spirit is able to do more than
we can ask or imagine.
The authority of God separates us
from utter defeat and shame, grants
our families genuine peace, and unleashes us to be the families that win
in eternity. Let us march forth into victory. ★

The Ultimate
Court Case
(Continued from page 29)

of subjects when they are standing
before a king or God’s covenant people when they are standing before
Him. It is never used of God standing
before anyone, but here He uses that
language. Why? What has happened?
Moses, now having the sign of
judgment in his hand and God standing before him, has become the judge.
And the Judge of all the world has
now become the one who is going to

be judged. The Lord then stood upon
the rock, as if to become the rock
Himself, and He was struck. And what
was the result? It was not death, like
the scene at the Nile River when the
water was turned into blood. Rather, it
was life, as water came abundantly
from the rock.
Now, what are you to make of this?
If, indeed, this is a court case, how
does it affect your life? Well, what you
have before you is a foreshadowing
of what the Lord Incarnate would do
for His people hundreds of years later. As the Lord stood upon the rock at
Horeb and took the judgment for His
people, so that same God went upon
a cross at Calvary and took the judgment for you, His people. That is why
the Apostle Paul explicitly said that
the rock (Exod. 17:6) was Christ
(I Cor. 10:4).
It is no wonder our Lord Jesus said,
“But whosoever drinketh of the water
that I shall give him shall never thirst;
but the water that I shall give him shall
be in him a well of water springing up
into everlasting life” (John 4:14). Do
you believe this? Do you believe that
the Lord took on flesh and received the
judgment that you deserve as God the
Father struck Him (Isa. 53:10)? If you
do, you should trust in Him in all circumstances, knowing that He will take
care of you. God’s word and promises
do not return void.
This is a court case like no other,
first seen in Exodus 17:1-7 and finally realized at the Cross, when the
Judge became the one who would be
judged so that, although you are
guilty, you might be declared innocent and have everlasting life. What a
blessing! All of your sins are forgiven,
and as the Scriptures declare in the
book of Isaiah, “Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the Lord:
though your sins be as scarlet, they
shall be as white as snow; though
they be red like crimson, they shall be
as wool” (1:18).
These are the promises of God that
you must cling to, even when it is difficult, because God is faithful and
has promised to take care of you
(Matt. 6:25-34). And thus with joy and
great thanksgiving, you can confidently say, “The Lord is my rock, and
my fortress, and my deliverer; my
God, my strength, in whom I will
trust; my buckler, and the horn of my
salvation, and my high tower” (Ps.
18:2). ★
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The Greatest Comfort
BY CHARLOTTE U.

HEN I was young and thought
about becoming old (which was
not often), I hoped to be like my grandmother. She was the most down-toearth, feet-on-the-solid-rock Christian
I have ever known. Her steadfast confidence in her Lord and His promises
stood out against the backdrop of a
life filled with more than its share of
tragedy.
Grandmother’s first husband died
in a drowning accident, leaving her
widowed with a six-year-old daughter (my mother). Her two sons (ages
ten and eight) by her second husband died in a raging night fire that
also destroyed her home. The couple
were barely into their sixties when
that husband collapsed and died
about an hour after returning home
from a routine doctor visit and joyfully announcing that he was assured of
having quite a few more years with
her.
Grandmother’s faith and peace
were grounded in God’s Word. She
was a woman of the Book. She studied it diligently, read widely the words
of leading theologians of her day such
as Harry A. Ironside, and taught it both
formally and in personal settings. One
of my earliest memories is of Grandmother’s sandbox, with its mirrored
bottom and miniature figurines. There
she would tell me Bible stories, pushing aside sand to reveal a body of water and moving the figures as the story progressed. And she was not
content with my merely knowing the
stories; she carefully explained their
meanings.
Though she knew the Bible from
cover to cover, Grandmother had one
favorite passage. First Thessalonians 4:13-18 brought comfort in her
earthly sorrows and joy in anticipating her future. She studied the
prophetic Scriptures diligently for
signs of fulfillment. That is certainly
the response the Apostle Paul hoped
for when he first penned those
words.
When Paul visited the city of Thessalonica, he preached the gospel, instructed those who believed, and
then moved on, leaving a thriving
church with which he kept in touch
even as he traveled. Messengers and
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letters were exchanged as questions
concerning the young church’s beliefs
and practices were raised and answered.
As time passed, death began invading the congregation at Thessalonica. Naturally, the Christians
grieved for the loss of those they had
come to love as fellow believers. Their
grief was compounded by the fear
that in death they had lost the joy of
having the Lord return and call them
alive to Himself.
Eager to offer them the real comfort
that only God’s truth provides, Paul
took up his pen. He told them that their
sorrow was different from the world’s
sorrow. Their sorrow was overshadowed by hope. Because they had believed that Jesus died and rose again,
they could trust His promise for all who
believe. Their departed loved ones
were already with Jesus. And when He
returned, He would raise those who
had died to meet them again.
Their old bodies would rise from the
graves, transformed into new and perfect ones and be united once more
with their spirits. At the same time, the
trumpet that had called them from
their tombs would also call the Thessalonians who had believed in Him to
join them in the air.
One of the pleasures we enjoy in
this life is the joy of reunions—family reunions, class reunions, church
reunions. We look forward to them
and revel in them; but soon they
come to an end, and we say goodbye yet another time. How different
this heavenly reunion will be—a reunion without end! We will be with
the Lord forever. Share this truth with
one another as you have need of
comfort.
Our Lord first gave this comfort and
blessed hope to His disciples as He
was facing His own agonizing death
(John 14:1-3). “Let not your heart be
troubled,” He prefaced His revelation.
And He confirmed it by His own resurrection.
Paul himself, even in all his difficult
labor and persecution, was comforted
and sustained by hope. “To die is gain”
(Phil. 1:21), he wrote to the Philippians;
and “to be with Christ; . . . is far better” (vs. 23).

The longer we remain in this body,
the more aware we become of its
eventual corruption. Our appearance
deteriorates, our strength and endurance wane, our mental capacities
slow, and our sight and hearing fade.
Many people invest much time and
money in their efforts to overcome
the inevitable—but in vain. As the
Apostle Paul taught his churches, it is
only temporary, “for this corruptible
must put on incorruption” (I Cor.
15:53).
Best of all, some of us will escape
the corruption of the grave. At any moment our failing ears may hear a great
trumpet reveille. In a moment we may
find ourselves more whole than we
were in the prime of life, flying through
the air to be united with loved ones—
not in death but in a life everlasting.
Best of all, we will be in the presence
of our Lord Jesus.
It is this blessed hope that gives
peace and joy in every situation of life,
even disappointment and pain and
loss. It also gives incentive to ensure
that all those we cherish in this life will
also become members of God’s family and share with us the Father’s eternal house.
This was the vision and assurance
that sustained my grandmother from
her youth and gave her peace and joy
throughout every circumstance of her
life. She lived every day with expectancy, alert for that trumpet call.
Based on her deep studies of Bible
prophecy, she saw signs of its nearness in many world events. The last
time I saw her, she was not well but still
hoping. “Perhaps I will not see it from
this side,” she said to me, “but you
most surely will.”
That was more than sixty years ago,
and I know no better than she did
whether it will be me or my grandchildren who see from this side the fulfillment of God’s promise. The ravages of
age are not cause for despair because
someday I will have an incorruptible
body to live in and an eternal home
with my Lord and Saviour. And it could
be soon.
You can too. “Wherefore comfort
one another with these words”
(I Thess. 4:18). ★

The Fruit of Love
BY

HEN Paul made the distinction
between the works of the flesh
(the old nature) and the characteristics
of the Christian’s new nature, he introduced us to the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.
5:16-22). By describing these qualities
as fruit, he provided a graphic picture
that helps us understand how these
qualities develop.
Every Christian is indwelt by the
Holy Spirit from the moment the Spirit regenerates him or her with the new
birth. From then on, the believer
should develop and continue to display the fruit produced by the Spirit in
his life. By observing the way fruit is
produced on trees, we can see similarities in the growth of the Spirit’s fruit
in our lives.

W

LESSONS FROM FRUIT TREES
Fruit is not produced overnight, and
its production is based on several factors.
A few years ago my wife and I
planted seven dwarf fruit trees: four
apples, two pears, and one peach. It
took about two fruitless years for the
root systems to become established. Around the third year, a few
p e a c h e s a n d p e a r s a p p e a re d .
Around the fifth year, the peach tree
exploded with delicious peaches
from every branch. The pear trees
limped along with seven or eight
pears. The apple trees, however,
added a few inches in height but remained fruitless.
Now, eleven years after planting
them, the pear and peach trees are
bearing well, although this year
drought and diseases have destroyed
much of the fruit that developed.
About four years ago, two of the apple
trees finally produced a total of four
apples (which were devoured by a
deer two days before I was going to
pick them). Within a month, all four apple trees simply fell over. The roots had
been completely devoured by something.
About two years ago our abundant
peach tree was completely stripped
overnight by what we concluded was
an invasion of raccoons. We have also
had a constant battle with thieving
squirrels.
As a mere novice in the realm of fruit
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trees, I have a few observations that I
think parallel the Christian life and the
fruit of the Spirit.
First, it takes time for fruit to appear
on a young tree. The more mature the
tree becomes, the stronger its roots
get, and the greater the yield of fruit
becomes. The Christian is rooted in
love (Eph. 3:17) and in Christ (Col. 2:7).
The stronger and deeper these roots
grow, the more spiritual fruit we will
bear.
Second, the tree must receive adequate nourishment (water and sunlight). The Christian needs the constant nourishment of the Bible, prayer,
and fellowship.
Third, disease and predators can
destroy or damage the fruit. Believers are told to be discerning and to
avoid false doctrines and deceptions that might damage our testimony and our relationship with
Christ (Phil. 1:9-11; I Tim. 4:1; II Pet.
2:1-3; 3:17-18; Heb. 5:14; I John
4:1).
A mature and well-cared-for tree
can produce excellent fruit. In the case
of spiritual fruit, the Holy Spirit produces it but does so with the cooperation of the individual believer. Over
time, the mature believer should show
evidence of a variety of good quality
spiritual fruit.
THE FRUIT OF LOVE
Paul’s mention of love as the first
quality of the Spirit’s fruit is significant.
Love is the underpinning for everything the Christian is and does. This is
confirmed in several passages of the
New Testament.
A study of the background of the
word for love, agape-, reveals that the
term has evolved in its importance.
Agape- was an insignificant and even
scarce word prior to its use in the New
Testament. It almost seems as if God
had kept the word in reserve until the
coming of Christ, when He infused it
with the depth and significance it carries in the ministry of Christ and His
work in the church. Agapē describes
love that is sacrificial.
The significance of agape- love is
found especially depicted in John
3:16, in which John used the verb form
of the word. In this verse we see that

God’s love for the world motivated
Him to give His Son, Jesus, in order to
redeem and give eternal life to those
who believe in Him. God’s love for
people was central to the Cross. In his
first epistle, John repeatedly stressed
the central importance of love in the
Christian’s interaction with other believers.
Paul explained in Galatians 2:20
that it was Jesus’ love for him (and all
believers) that motivated Jesus to die
as man’s substitute on the cross. Jesus’ example elevates the picture of
agape- as that love that motivates us to
give sacrificially of ourselves for the
benefit of others. Love is an attribute
of God (I John 4:8, 16).
Paul wrote that the entire Old Testament law is fulfilled in one word—
“love” (Gal. 5:14). When Jesus was
asked by a lawyer which of the commandments was greatest, Jesus answered with a reference to Deuteronomy 6:5: that it was to love God
completely and to love one’s neighbor (Matt. 22:35-40; cf. Lev. 19:18).
Paul explained that the love of
God has been poured out in the
hearts of believers by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5). He also gave guidelines
for the way love should be demonstrated in the believer’s life. He advised that agape- love should be
without hypocrisy (12:9). Love would
not result in a neighbor’s harm
(13:10). Love is preferable to stern
discipline (I Cor. 4:21). Love builds
up, or edifies, others (8:1).
In what has been called the love
chapter of I Corinthians, we learn that
the person demonstrating the quality
of love is patient and kind to others
and is not envious or boastful (13:4).
We also find that love outlasts all other gifts of the Spirit (vs. 8).
Paul advised that everything the believer does should be carried out in
love (I Cor. 16:14).
If believers allow and nurture the
Spirit’s fruit of love in their lives, the
church will be the dynamic force in the
world that it is meant and designed to
be. ★
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It Is My Hobby —Sew What!
BY

HAT is a pretty quilt!” my friend exclaimed as I displayed my latest
masterpiece to my quilting class.
Some of my fellow quilters had been
preteens when they were taught how
to quilt by their grandmothers. I, on the
other hand, am a late bloomer. When I
was a teenager, learning to sew was
the last thing on my mind, and quilting
was a definite no-no.
I watched my grandmother slowly
and painstakingly stitch her quilts.
She probably concluded by the look
on my face that I hoped she would not
ask me whether I wanted to learn to
quilt. She never broached the question, and I was glad she did not. Using my poor childhood math calculations, I figured it took Grandma about
five years to make one quilt (though
now I am sure it did not really take
that long).
When I took home economics and
discovered I had to learn to sew, I was
less than enthusiastic; however, I
learned to sew very well. When I finished school, I was so happy that I did
not sew anything for forty years.
Now, how did I graduate from not
sewing for ages to quilting? A few
years ago, some quilters started a
club near my home. To make a long
story short, I joined and started quilting.
In America, quilting started partly as
a hobby and partly out of need.
Women quilted as an artistic hobby
but also for practical reasons. Warm,
heavy quilts were used primarily as
bedcoverings in poorly heated houses
on long, cold, harsh winter nights.
In Sri Lanka, my sister-in-law uses
a one-piece top to cover the bed.
The tropical climate is too warm to
use American-style winter quilts;
however, like the Rwandan basket
weavers, impoverished women
there make scrap quilts and sell
them at village craft fairs for a living.
Patchwork is taught as a craft.
Sometimes store-bought fabric is
cut into various shapes and stitched
into a design. Such costly quilts may
be sold at exhibitions among the
rich.
With all of that said, here is the big
question—Is quilting spiritual? Well,
that depends on how you look at it.
Quilting may be a common activity,
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but God is the Giver of everything—
including fabric. By nature, I am not
patient. Sewing, however, teaches
me patience—how to slow down,
wait, and look closely and carefully
for my personal flaws as God’s Word
gradually sheds light on my spiritual
imperfections.
I then see what should be corrected and what can be altered or eliminated altogether. When I see my finished quilts, I relate the changes to
those the Lord makes in my spiritual
life to effectively transform me. To me,
quilting is spiritual because I use my
talents to create beautiful things that
reflect God’s glory, gifts, and creativity.
My grandmother probably did not
think quilting was spiritual; but during
her spare time, she sewed quilts to
show her love and care for her grandchildren. Outwardly, she was not a
spiritual woman; but God’s love radiated from her kind deeds.
In biblical times, godly women were
to keep busy, using their time productively as encouraged by God’s Word.
The homemaker-wife in Proverbs 31
bought wool, spun it into yarn, wove it
into cloth, and then sewed garments
to clothe her family (vss. 13-24). She
may have also sewn garments for the
elderly, the poor, and the needy in her
community.
Lydia sold purple (fine cloth) that
was used for clothing, no doubt for
royalty and the upper class (Acts
1 6 : 1 4 ) . W h e n D o rc a s d i e d , h e r
friends wept in her house as they admired the beautiful garments she
had made (9:39). Likewise, we are to
work with our hands (I Thess. 4:11)
and not be idle (I Tim. 5:13). Christian women should have fun, positive, relaxing, and constructive pastimes.
Jacob made Joseph’s coat of many
colors (Gen. 37:3). Jesus’ beautiful,
homespun garment was made without seams (John 19:23). It was such
a fine piece of clothing that the Roman soldiers gambled to see who
would win it (vs. 24). Old Testament
priests wore beautifully decorated
robes made of fine linen (Exod.
39:22-29).
Quilting is a God-given talent that
can be translated into tangible, ma-

terial blessings. Through ministries
of compassion, quilts can be donated to shelters, homes for unwed
mothers, orphanages, nursing and
retirement homes, assisted living facilities, and the needy in foreign
lands. The homeless on the street
can also benefit from warm quilts
made with love.
Each year, our quilt guild donates
quilts to a children’s hospital. Presently, we are making a commissioned wall
quilt for a mental health homeless
shelter.
Can you picture someone wrapped
snugly in your labor of love? Just the
thought should warm your heart as
you see the fruits of your labors and
share in the blessings they are to others. When we give to the needy, we are
blessed to be a blessing. The Lord Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give
than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Quilts are
also perfect gifts for any occasion—
not just for charity.
The personal benefit of a hobby is
that it is a task we enjoy; it is not something we are required to do. It is neither
a chore nor a job, though selling quilts
can be a source of extra income. No
hobby should seem like work or employment. It is for enjoyment and for
self-fulfillment.
Quilting gives me a sense of pride
and accomplishment. It inspires me
and helps me focus, think, and use my
imagination and creativity. Sewing is
therapeutic; it calms my spirit, relaxes
my body, and puts me on a higher
plane emotionally.
If you decide to quilt as a hobby,
you will join the million plus men and
women who already do. You can sew
quilts, from start to finish, on a regular sewing machine, right in the comfort of your own home. The library
may have quilting books, or you can
try the Internet for online instructions.
No computer? Then it is time for you
to start your own one-person quilting
guild. Or draft the first person you see
and start a quilting club. Even if you
decide to go it alone, you will be
amazed how much insight, creativity,
and wisdom God has given you. Have
no fear. You can learn to make beautiful quilts. ★

Discovering the Goodness of God
BY

T is amazing to look back at one’s life
after six decades. I was born in
South India and raised in a godly
Christian home. My brother and I had
to attend Sunday school and church
on Sunday mornings. In fact, we also
attended two other Sunday schools in
nearby churches. So my brother and I
could never say that we did not know
the Bible. We were taught plenty of it
through every avenue possible.
My mother made sure we learned
God’s Word first. Every Saturday
morning my mother would prescribe
Bible verses for my brother and me to
memorize. The number of verses depended on our age. When we were
young, it was a line or two. As we grew
older, it went up to whole chapters. We
could not go out to play without reciting these to her perfectly. To two growing boys, this seemed like absolute torture. However, it later gave me the
incentive to study the Bible on my own.
I still memorize Scripture to this day.
This practice has truly blessed me.
The promises of God are very helpful
when one goes through difficult times.
Very early in my life I felt the call of
God to full-time ministry. I knew that
was what I wanted to do. I grew up in
the Mar Thoma Syrian Church, the origins of which can be traced back to
Thomas, the disciple of Jesus who
traveled to southern India. At the
young age of seventeen, I gave my life
to Jesus and accepted His salvation.
It was not dramatic—just pivotal to the
rest of my life. My mother’s prayers
had reaped their reward.
My parents, especially my mother,
encouraged me to fulfill my calling.
They trained me well, but I was not selected as a ministerial candidate because I did not have a working knowledge of my own mother tongue,
Malayalam. I grew up studying English
in the cosmopolitan city of Bangalore!
After earning a degree in English literature, I pursued theological education
on my own and much later switched
denominations. In high school the assistant principal, an Englishman, nurtured me in the knowledge of the Bible.
I took up various areas of ministry,
starting with theological extension education and pastoral work in southern
India. It was then that I had the unique
opportunity to pursue more theologi-
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cal studies. I chose the area of pastoral care. I loved to work with people
and knew this would help me.
On the day of my graduation, my
school president invited me to join the
faculty. I was at that time serving as a
hospital chaplain in a local denominational hospital. I was overjoyed. Teaching was something I had always wanted
to do. I also knew that there would be
opportunities to further my education if I
got into academic teaching. It was there
at the United Theological College that I
learned how much I loved teaching and
discovered how I could touch people.
In 1973 I was married to Sarah. She
was also looking for someone to work
with in ministry. We have two children,
but the second one changed our lives.
We discovered when he was two-anda-half that he had a hearing impediment. It shattered our dreams and our
faith. We did not know what the future
held for us. We questioned our faith.
We sought to stay in the United States
to get him the best help we could, and
we did. God has been so faithful, and
both our children have master’s degrees. We could not be more grateful.
Our son Alex lives on his own, and
we talk to him on the phone every day.
God has shown us that He can “do exceeding abundantly above all that we
ask or think” (Eph. 3:20) if only we lean
on Him. Our shattered lives were slowly coming back together. My wife took
the lion’s share of raising our sons

alone for some time while I returned to
India to fulfill contractual obligations
with my school. Today we are United
States citizens and grateful for the journey that the Lord has taken us through.
It was in 1987 that I had the opportunity to complete a Ph.D. degree in the
area of psychology of religion. This was
much farther than I had planned on my
own when I was younger, but again this
is a testimony to the goodness of God.
Like most immigrants to this country, we had our share of unemployment and underemployment. After
pastoring a small church in Michigan
and supplementing my income with
adjunct teaching in a Christian university in the area, I was finally able to find
a university that would receive me full
time. Southern Nazarene University in
Bethany, Oklahoma, hired me on the
faculty in 1999. I love my work here
and am able to influence those in my
classroom for Jesus. I am so grateful
to be able to fulfill my gifts in this place!
Here at Southern Nazarene University, I have had some wonderful experiences in the classroom. One of them involved an adult student who declared
publicly that he was an atheist. By the
fifth week, he told his classmates that
he had taken that first step in believing
that Jesus was his Lord and Saviour.
The framework is all set up for me here.
I simply have to be a tool in the hands
of our Lord. For me, there is no greater
joy than to see someone turn to Jesus
in the classroom.
The calling of a Christian teacher is a
unique one. I have discovered where I
fit with my gifts. It certainly is a journey
of discovery. I teach working adults in
the evenings after work. Lest I portray
a one-sided picture of my work, allow
me to add that I have also seen some
adult students who were very resistant
to the gospel and left the course with a
passing grade but an empty life. Sadly,
this happens as well. One can only pray
that God will somehow help them to
encounter our Lord.
Looking back at several decades of my
life, I realize that I can control only myself
and my actions. At the end, God will ask
me what I have done with my life, and so
I must stay ever repentant and forgiven. I
have truly experienced the goodness of
God in so many ways. I wonder what God
now has in store for me! ★
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The Church of the New Testament
BY

HE word “church” was first used
by Jesus in Matthew 16 when He
asked His disciples who they believed
He was. “Simon Peter answered and
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God” (vs. 16). Jesus responded, “Thou art Peter, and upon
this rock I will build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not prevail against it”
(vs. 18). Peter’s identification of Jesus
as the Christ and the foundation of the
church assures us that the church is
not from man but from God. And since
Jesus is the Architect, it is built on His
design alone.
Jesus was telling us that the Old
Testament was being fulfilled in a new
way. Here God and man could find a
place of acceptance based not on
man’s righteousness or the Law of
Moses but on a new foundation. Jesus Himself was the perfect sacrifice.
“And [you] are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building
fitly framed together groweth unto an
holy temple in the Lord” (Eph. 2:2021).
Through Jesus Christ, the temple
takes on a new identity, one that is
not limited to a particular location but
that is alive and is compromised of
those who live in Christ and grow
“unto an holy temple in the Lord”
(Eph. 2:21).
There are only two places where Jesus mentioned the church. The first is
the passage previously mentioned,
Matthew 16:18. And in 18:17, Jesus
spoke regarding any matter that might
cause bitterness or discord between
believers: “And if he (the guilty one)
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shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto
the church: but if he neglect to hear the
church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” His church
was to be holy. Christ would be the
Head, and all would follow His example of love.
The Bible speaks of the church as a
living body that is to function in harmony. Each member is united to the
body’s need. “For as the body is one,
and hath many members, and all the
members of that one body, being
many, are one body: so also is Christ”
(I Cor. 12:12).
THE CHURCH’S PURPOSE
The work of the church was to
bring hope to the whole world and
not limit salvation to the Jews only.
Jesus commanded His disciples to
reach the whole world with the
gospel. This was a new concept to
Judaism, for Judaism believed that
only the Jews were the recipients of
God’s promise of hope. So it was a
radical idea to reach the whole
world, and it was not easily accepted. “And Jesus came and spake
unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen” (Matt. 28:1820).
Here we see that God’s purpose and
ministry were for them to be a witness
of the love of God for all people. In ef-

fect, they would be missionaries and
evangelize all nations. The Apostle
Paul reminded the church at Ephesus
of what the ministry of the church was
all about: “To make all men see what
is the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the world hath
been hid in God, who created all things
by Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:9). The church
was to be a place of fellowship and encouragement.
The celebration of communion
was the highlight of their meeting and
was chosen by Jesus to be the focus
of their coming together. It would be
a continual remembrance of His suffering and death for the sins of the
whole world. “And he took bread,
and gave thanks, and brake it, and
gave unto them, saying, This is my
body which is given for you: this do
in remembrance of me. Likewise also
the cup after supper, saying, This
cup is the new testament in my
blood, which is shed for you” (Luke
22:19-20).
Those who made up the church
were to make their assembling a special time not only of fellowship but also
of encouragement and teaching. The
Bible warns that forsaking this could
cause one’s faith to falter: “Let us consider one another to provoke unto love
and to good works: not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting
one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching” (Heb.
10:24-25).
The danger facing the church
came from those who should have
been the encouragers—the Jewish
community. The gospel was first giv-

en to them, but it was rejected. The
Apostle Paul spoke to this: “In journeyings often, in perils of waters, in
perils of robbers, in perils by mine
own countrymen, in perils by the
heathen, in perils in the city, in perils
in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in peril s among false brethren”
(II Cor. 11:26). Indeed, being Christians at this time was not to be without enemies, and their lives were in
constant danger. I wonder how many
of us would be as faithful if we faced
the same persecution that they, as
well as many of our missionaries who
have gone into hostile nations to
preach the gospel, faced.
THE CREDENTIALS OF THE
CHURCH
Since the church is to be the
dwelling place of God, it must be
holy. And those whom Christ would
indwell must also be holy. Since the
Bible tells us that no one is righteous
(Rom. 3:10), how does one assume
this holy character? Jesus Himself
answered this when He told Nicodemus that he needed to be born again
(John 3:3). Nicodemus was confused because he understood Jesus
to be talking about physical birth. He
had no knowledge of the spiritual
birth.
Jesus told Nicodemus, “Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Jesus
went on to explain that life is found not
in the body but in the spirit. “It is the
spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit, and they are
life” (6:63).
The harmony of the church is the
essence of its character; a church
divided can never honor God. Just
as one’s physical body needs absolute harmony in all of its functions
in order to be healthy and enjoy life
to its fullest, so the body of Christ
must be in harmony with the will of
God. Hence, sin can have no part in
a healthy church. That is why Christ
brings us a new life, devoid of control by our sinful nature and in harmony with His love one to another.
“But if we walk in the light, as he is
in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin” (I John 1:7).
Now, let us take a look at where the
church is. How does it measure up to
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God’s standards?
In the New Testament we notice that
the unity of fellowship was the joy of
the church. Their victory was seen in
the testimony of their love for each
other. “By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another” (John 13:35).
We know that the human heart can
never fulfill the mandate of God’s command to love others until the Holy Spirit renews it. In order for anything to
rise, it needs a power beyond itself; an
airplane cannot rise against gravity
without help from another power
source. So the church, left to its own
devices, will slip from its moorings.
Listen to what the Bible says regarding our day.
“This know also, that in the last
days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own
selves, . . . having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof”
(II Tim. 3:1-2, 5). Unfortunately, some
sinful attitudes characteristic of the
end times have even infected the true
church. Today’s church has become
highly competitive and seems to be
more interested in personal glory
(having the largest church) than in holiness. We love to boast of our accomplishments, seeking the applause of men rather than the
approval of God.
We have changed from a dependence on God to a dependence on programs, and we focus more on entertainment than on the preaching of the
gospel. We honor the talents of man
rather than the obedient lifestyle of the
born-again Christian, and we pay performers more than we pay those who
preach the gospel.
Frequently even sin has become an
issue of relative morals and is not seen
as an affront to God’s holy command.
“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see
the Lord” (Heb. 12:14).
If we were to join an ecumenical
group, we would have to compromise
our faith in order to conform to others
of a different opinion. How can we
find fellowship with those who deny
the gospel and will not accept the
work of Jesus Christ? “What agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell
in them, and walk in them; and I will
be their God, and they shall be my
people. Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,

saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you”
(II Cor. 6:16-17).
God’s work will not be finished until the gospel reaches the end of the
world and everyone has heard the
message of salvation by God’s
grace. “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come” (Matt.
24:14).
Since the church is built upon the
love of God, its foundation will always
remain the same, for God never
changes. It will always stand in evidence of what Jesus said—that He,
not man, would build His church (Matt.
16:18).
The foundation of the church of God
is evidenced by the love of Christ
when He went to the cross as payment
for our sins. It can never be the work
of man because man has nothing to
give. He is himself a debtor and a slave
to sin.
The Christian must be seen to be living new life in which he is a new creation in Christ and all the old values are
gone (II Cor. 5:17). But the cost is high
and personal.
After he baptized Jesus, John the
Baptist declared Him to be “the Son of
God” (John 1:34). Two of John’s disciples then followed Jesus and asked
Him where He lived. Jesus responded,
“Come and see” (John 1:39). This answer has a much deeper significance
than just a physical location. His purpose was to teach them the ultimate
point of His ministry—the cross. Jesus
also said, “If any man will come after
me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me” (Matt.
16:24).
To follow Jesus is a personal experience that demands the ultimate
commitment of our lives. In following
Him, we must also die with Him. Jesus
has shown us His love by what He did.
If we are to show Him our love, we
must show it by our actions.
Many times we hear people say, “I
am going to church.” But church is not
a building to which we go; it is where
we are, where we come together for
worship and encouragement. In
Matthew 18:20 we read, “Where two
or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of
them.” ★
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Adult Ministry:
Learning, Loving, Living
BY

EEP thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life”
(Prov. 4:23). Many adults have lost
heart. They have been dealt a few
blows that can make life seem almost
untenable. Some of the walls around a
broken heart can seem impossible to
penetrate. Preconceived ideas about a
father image or trust or love can cause
some adults to have more difficulty
with the concept of grace than others.
Jesus said, “He hath sent me to heal
the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them
that are bruised” (Luke 4:18). Jesus’
desire is to use us to continue His work.
Inviting Jesus to become our Saviour is hard to do if we have turned
away from others or have lost heart altogether. Adult ministry is a work
worth learning, a partnership with Jesus worth pursuing.

K

LEARNING
I had been training as a Bible study
teacher for about ten years, and my
experience was with youths. I loved
working with young people, and the
senior-high students were a real challenge with their tough questions.
When a group of women from my
church approached me one day and
invited me to lead a Bible study at our
church, I was honored. Truthfully, my
ego soared. Prideful, I felt very excited
to be noticed as one who could lead a
study. They wanted a course that included some daily study and a weekly meeting to discuss their daily lessons. I suggested several possibilities,
and we set a date for our first meeting.
I believed everyone had the same
eagerness for Bible knowledge that I
had. I prepared and prayed for the
ladies, and the first meeting went well.
Each week after that became more
and more frustrating. Only one person
ever came with all her questions answered, and most did not do them at
all. Then some started bringing in “email forwards” to share with the group
that at best presented God as a
“grandfather in the sky.”
The woman who was the leader of
the group (I was the teacher) started
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inviting us to her house for a carry-in
meal. That took most of the evening,
because many of the women came
right from work and stopped at the grocery just before coming to pick up ingredients for their salad or dish. I wanted to quit. I wanted to tell them that I
had taught kids more involved in study
than they were. I wanted to complain
about how they were wasting time.
“And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge; and to knowledge
temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; and
to godliness brotherly kindness”
(II Pet. 1:5-7). They were very happy
with their study, but I was caught
somewhere between ego and brotherly kindness. No matter how hard I
prayed, they would not change.
One evening as we were eating, I
truly listened to some of their stories. I
began to see that each lady had had a
very busy or difficult day. They were,
for the most part, single women who
had no one to talk to about their day.
Some felt no one cared. They needed
to talk to someone who cared about
their problems and would listen to
their views. They all had hearts for
God, but they felt battered by life. My
focus had been on my agenda and
may have been farther from God’s purpose for our study than their agendas
were.
LOVING
“And above all things have fervent
charity among yourselves: for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins. Use
hospitality one to another without
grudging” (I Pet. 4:8-9). My prayer
changed from “Change them” to
“Help me see them as You do, Lord.
Show me how You are using me to
minister to them.”
After a few months, the adult Sunday school class I was attending
asked me to teach our class. I said I
would. Some of the women from the
study were in the class, along with other women and some men. Each adult
came from a different background,
bringing many perspectives on the
same Scripture.

Men and women approach Scripture from different angles. Some people are very literal and cannot seem to
move past some hard-to-understand
Scriptures. Some adults are more influenced by the world, and some are
so intellectual that the spiritual seems
to elude them. Others are very set in
their understanding of some passages. It can take a while to really
“hear” what someone is saying.
All Scripture is truth, and our application of that truth must not stray from
the divine intent. For this very reason
it is imperative to be in partnership
with the Holy Spirit. There can be several different ways to say the same
thing. The gift comes when the chaff of
the discussion is sifted away and we
get to the meat of the matter.
Everyone wants to be heard. Everyone has a story from which he perceives
Scripture. The atmosphere in adult ministry has to be one in which everyone
feels comfortable sharing so that guidance in truth and love can happen. No
one can be argued into the kingdom of
God, and criticism stifles discussion.
LIVING
Of course, it is my prayer that people’s
lives have been changed for the better
because of God’s use of me in adult ministry, but I am sure that I have changed
more by being involved in ministry. I still
pray for the members of my class or
study, but now I pray that their hearts will
be open to the Spirit. I ask God to empty me of myself and my agenda. I ask
Him to fill me so full of Himself that every
word is His word and every action and
reaction are a reflection of Him.
I have learned that ministering to
adults means being transparent in my
life. The greatest testimony is a life that
reflects the effect of applying the
Scripture. I do not always have the answers to their questions, but I have
been graced with the ability to find an
answer. God has led me to books I
bought years ago but never got
around to reading, and there I find
some words of wisdom for the very
topic in question. “Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also will do it”
(I Thess. 5:24). ★

Gardening
BY

OME of my earliest memories are
of my mother’s petunias and
snapdragons waving happily in the
summer breezes. Even when we
moved and ended up with a yard full
of rocks and boulders, Mom’s green
thumb transformed it into a place of
remarkable beauty.
I was fairly sure I had not inherited
this interest—it looked far too much
like work to me! For some reason, a
face dripping with sweat and dirty fingernails from hours spent digging in
the hot sun did not hold very much appeal—that is, until I was newly married
and received the gift of a rosebush.
When those first lovely and fragrant
rose blossoms appeared, I discovered a surprising sense of satisfaction. The smell of freshly worked soil,
the feel of warm sunshine on my skin,
and the growing beauties had captivated me!
A few years later, I began to look at
design ideas and dream of my own
garden space filled with flowers that
would come back year after year
(called perennials, I learned) and various blooming shrubs and trees. After
choosing a few plants from the garden
catalog, I quickly realized that my
dream garden was not going to happen on my tight budget. Then I discovered that avid gardeners often had
extra plants to share, and I really began to get excited!
Soon I was collecting plants from
friends and family. I boldly made new
friends when I saw a garden I admired and stopped to chat with the
owner. Thus, early in this endeavor I
had acquired so many plants that I
had to quickly dig out some grass,
stick plants into the ground, and
hope they would make it. It was
amazing that any plants survived,
since I did so many things incorrectly as an enthusiastic but inexperienced gardener.
Although it still is a work in progress,
eventually I did have a beautiful garden. Once a stranger left a plant on my
porch along with a note that read “A
glimpse of your garden on my way to
work every morning makes my sad
heart smile. Thank you.” I had no idea
that God could use my garden to encourage someone!
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One spring while walking in a
neighborhood, I was intrigued by an
unfamiliar yellow flower. The owner
said I could take a cutting of it. The
fact that it was not in my flower identification book should have been a
warning, but I happily shared some
with a gardening buddy and planted
it in my own garden in two places in
hopes that it would take. Well, it took,
all right!
Eventually I found the name of the
flower—in a list of pernicious plants
to never allow on one’s property. With
a sinking feeling I read that the root
system of leafy spurge could extend
great distances and that this plant
was almost impossible to get rid of.
Immediately I started digging it up. I
was heartsick to find it had spread
much more than I had noticed. I
called my friend right away with a
warning and an apology for my ignorance.
In spite of my new awareness, I decided that since the plant was interesting to look at, surely it would be
safe to grow in a container. The following spring I regretfully discovered
that the potted plant had seeded onto
the surrounding ground. Years later, I
am still digging it out of three areas in
my garden. What in the world had I
been thinking?
As I stared at that plant, I saw a vivid
picture of sin. I had been attracted to
it and had innocently brought it into my
garden and someone else’s. Later,
when I learned of the danger, it was already well established and spreading
quickly. It made invisible inroads to
other areas of the garden with astonishing speed. I tried to get rid of it, but
every piece of root left behind grew
another plant. It grew right next to my
good plants, and they were damaged
when I tried to dig out the aggressive
invader.
This plant reminds me that some
sinful behavior does not seem so bad
until we realize it has subtly gained a
stranglehold on our lives. It is quite
uncooperative when we try to stop it;
we have become its slave (Rom.
6:16). Every time we allow even a little bit, we are under its power—
though it may not be obvious at the
moment.

Sin will always have far-reaching
effects, whether it is draining our spiritual sensitivity and vitality, weakening and tempting us to slip in other areas, or negatively influencing other
believers in the body of Christ. I remember wondering as a young adult
why veteran Bible teachers I knew
were still in the grip of serious obesity or frequent angry reactions. Young
believers need to see mature believers overcoming destructive behaviors for the sake of God’s glory, for the
sake of the body of Christ, and so that
we can experience the amazing life of
freedom Christ suffered and died to
give us.
Any sin that is not put to death is
gaining ground even if we are oblivious
to it. It will crowd out good things that
are in place in our lives. We can so
quickly become apathetic about our
time with God—our worship of and
service to Him. How much of life has
been wasted because we were trapped
in anger, unforgiveness, greed, unhealthy eating habits, or the pursuit of
selfish goals, just to name a few?
Sometimes we foolishly think that a
sinful behavior can be controlled or
safely limited. We put off dealing with
it, preferring to label it a “struggle” or
“problem” or “personality weakness”
rather than sin. In reality, there is no
“manageable” level of sinful activity.
God tells us, “Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap” (Gal.
6:7). I learned I had to ask God to help
me hate sin in my life rather than tolerate it in any way.
How much better it would be to
never allow sinful habits to get a hold
in our lives! God tells us to flee from
sin (II Tim. 2:22). When we fail and sin
does gain control of us, we can feel
very hopeless. Along with memorizing
the Word and staying submitted to the
Lord, I had to learn to believe that
Christ already had and daily would set
me free from the control of sin.
Like sin, leafy spurge has a hidden
ability to take over, as well as longterm consequences. Every time I dig it
out, it reminds me to pursue holiness,
stay in repentance, and praise God
that sin shall not have dominion over
me (Rom. 6:14). ★
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Happily Ever After
BY

UR two granddaughters love to
play make-believe. They dress
up and pretend to be some character
about whom they have read or whom
they have seen on television.
This is typical behavior for most children. They love to dress up and be
someone else. Little girls in particular
enjoy dressing up like their mothers
and pretending they are married and
have children of their own. They dress
up and act older, imagining that they
have married the perfect man and that
life is picture-perfect. It is wonderful to
have photographs of these pretending
little ones to look back on with fondness.
As little girls grow up, the dream of
finding the man who will ride in on a
white horse and sweep them off their
feet stays with them. When a lady
finds the man she wants to marry, she
imagines a picture-perfect wedding
set in a white chapel on a seventy-fivedegree sunny day. She might imagine
that various and sundry birds and animals will be guests just outside at
their nuptials. If she has planned a
seaside wedding, dolphins and flying
fish will make their appearances in the
water. All must be perfect and beautiful as she and her new husband set off

O
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to live “happily ever after.”
Together, the couple may imagine
that after the ceremony, they will embark on a honeymoon that begins with
a carriage ride off into the sunset to
live life on love alone. There are no
concerns about bills to pay, jobs to
earn, homes to purchase, and children
to raise.
All of this sounds fantastic and unrealistic, but to be fair, when a couple
first start out in marriage, they should
be permitted to feel the euphoria of
what it means to be newly wed to the
person they love. They should thoroughly enjoy the ensuing days that we
call the honeymoon.
Also, is it not the desire of every
bride and groom to live happily ever
after? Complete happiness, with all its
drama and romance, might truly happen only in make-believe, but lives of
fulfillment, contentment, and joy
speak to couples who are looking forward to marriage, who have just married, or who have been married for
some time.
What then is involved in fulfilling that
desire to live happily ever after in the
marriage relationship? Looking into
God’s Word will help us find how we

can pursue lives that are pleasing to
Him and, therefore, meet the longing
of our hearts to be happy, content, and
fulfilled.
1. The husband must have a relationship with Christ (Eph. 5:25). “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ
also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”
This verse assumes that the husband has made that greatest of all decisions in his life—to accept Christ as
his Saviour. He has realized that he
stands before God as a sinner needing God’s forgiveness and eternal life.
Acknowledging that reality, he has
also realized that Jesus’ death paid
the penalty for his sin of breaking
God’s law. Christ has conquered the
grave to provide forgiveness and eternal life.
Understanding who he is before
God and what Christ has done for him,
the husband asks Christ to be his Saviour. Having made that decision, he
knows that he belongs to the Lord and
is responsible to Him for his actions in
his personal life and, as Ephesians
5:25 teaches, with his wife.
Knowing Christ as Saviour is the ultimate relationship in life. Without that
relationship the husband cannot carry

out the admonition that Scripture lays
upon him: to love his wife as Christ
loved the church.
Why is this true? The husband who
does not know Christ as Saviour lives
by his own strength and wisdom, without any eternal help. He is a hostage
to his own meager resources. On the
other hand, the husband who knows
Christ as Saviour has God the Holy
Spirit living in him (cf. I Cor. 6:19), giving him the power to love his wife as
Christ loved the church (cf. Eph. 5:2533).
Letting the Holy Spirit control his
thoughts and actions, the husband
can love his wife as Christ loves the
church. How does Christ love the
church? He eternally loves the church
through His unconditional, forgiving,
and sacrificial service to the church.
Christ’s ultimate service for His church
culminated in the giving of His life for
the church on the cross, in His burial,
and in His bodily resurrection to provide eternal redemption for His
church.
The husband who lets the Holy Spirit control his thoughts and actions will
seek to meet the needs of his wife, always honoring her in the marriage relationship while providing loving servant-leadership. Christ’s example of
loving the church sacrificially should
be a continual challenge to the husband who knows Christ as his Saviour.
He should be asking, “How can I love
my wife sacrificially today?”
2. The wife must have a relationship
with Christ (Eph. 5:33). “Nevertheless
let every one of you in particular so
love his wife even as himself; and the
wife see that she reverence her husband.”
Again, this scriptural admonition assumes that the wife has also made
that ultimate decision in life to accept
Christ as Saviour. Since she has that
ultimate relationship with Jesus
Christ, He is not only her Saviour but
also her Lord. This means that she is
responsible to the Lord personally,
along with being responsible to Him in
her relationship with her husband.
The word used to describe her responsibility to her husband is “reverence.” It means she is to respect and
honor her husband. It means as well
that she seeks to love her husband unconditionally and sacrificially.
It has been said that when a husband and a wife lose respect for one
another and cease to honor one anSPRING QUARTER 2013

other, the marriage has begun to unravel. Perhaps what happens is that
they lose the wonder, the mystery—
may we say the magic—of marriage.
During premarital counseling of a
young couple I would be marrying, I
talked to them about the wonder of
marriage. I encouraged them to think
about how their relationship started
and how it had come to this point of
wanting to make that lifelong commitment to one another. It is certainly
love—commitment to one another
empowered by the Holy Spirit of God.
But in all of that is the amazing opportunity for a couple to grow in their love
for one another within the marriage relationship, never getting over the reality that they have been given the privilege to live together in the most
intimate relationship on earth.
I was telling this couple that my wife
and I have been married almost fortysix years. We still enjoy the wonder
that God has given us the privilege to
live together and give ourselves to
each other.
Both husband and wife need to take
time to reflect on the amazing relationship God has given them—the fantastic opportunity to find fulfillment in
life through coming to know each other better every day of their lives together. Even if they cannot completely describe the wonder in their lives
together, that is OK. It is a reminder
that God is the Creator of marriage
and that He is the one to be worshipped.
3. Both must be realistic (I Pet. 3:7).
“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with
them according to knowledge, giving
honour unto the wife, as unto the
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your
prayers be not hindered.”
This verse reminds the believing
husbands that if they fail to honor their
wives—their fellow heirs in Christ—
their prayers will be hindered. The admonition is telling the married couple
that in living “happily ever after,” there
are going to be breakdowns in their relationship at times. They are not always going to see eye to eye on
things. Each is going to say things that
hurt the other person. They are going
to become upset with one another at
times.
In fact, it has been pointed out that
a couple who begins dating and finally makes that commitment to marry
goes through several stages. First

there is enchantment—everything is
perfect, and the couple is on cloud
nine. Then there is disenchantment,
when the two become irritated with
one another, thinking perhaps that
they are not right for each other. Finally, they begin maturing and want to
work through their differences. They
realize that they need each other, feel
comfortable together, and are ready to
make that lifelong commitment to one
another (Wright, Before You Say I Do,
Harvest House).
The reason couples considering
marriage (as well as married couples)
have breakdowns in their relationship
is that each person is a sinner. All of us
are selfish people who have inherited
the sin nature from Adam. We want to
do what we want rather than give of
ourselves in selflessness to another.
Since the marriage relationship is
the most intimate relationship that
God has created for man and woman,
the old sin nature has many opportunities to flare up and cause the harmony of the relationship to become
dissonant.
What is the solution to the dissonance in a marriage? The best solution
is to be prepared to prevent it by obeying the indwelling Holy Spirit. How is
that done? It is accomplished by accepting the other person, being open
to suggestions from the other person,
and being ready to listen to what the
other person has to say. Instead of firing back destructive words at what a
husband or wife has said, it is best to
say something like “Is this what I’m
hearing you say?” or “As I understand
it, you felt that—”
Of course, breakdowns are not always preventable. Then forgiveness
must be sought, for the couple who
knows Christ as Saviour forgives each
other as Christ has forgiven them (cf.
Eph. 4:32). The couple following Christ
must never forget that they are heirs
together of the grace of life. They are
accepted in Him. Their relationship
has been given to them by God. They
are eternally valuable to Him and to
each other. When sin raises its ugly
head in their relationship, they immediately ask forgiveness of each other
and of God. They let God’s grace
strengthen their relationship to His
glory.
Indeed, God’s grace at work in the
marriage of the couple following Christ
provides the husband and wife the
privilege to live happily ever after. May
that be so in your marriage! ★
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God Told Us His Name
BY

O you ever think about your
name? Have you ever wondered
why your parents gave you your first
name? A person’s last name is usually a given. It is the family name or surname. It sometimes gives an indication of one’s ancestors’ country of
origin. People whose names begin
with O’ (O’Leary is an example) probably have family connections in Ireland. People whose names begin with
Mac or Mc (MacDonald or McGuire)
probably have family connections in
Scotland.
Some people’s surnames give an indication of the occupation of some of
their ancestors. The Smiths probably
have had some blacksmiths in their
family background. The Millers probably have had some grain-grinders
among them. My name, “Clark,”
comes from the English word “clerk.”
Some people’s last names have a
direct connection to an ancestor’s
first name. Johnson is a joining together of John’s and son. Peterson
is a joining together of Peter’s and
son.
You may have a name that tells
you absolutely nothing about your
ancestors, their places of origin, or
their vocations. You may have a
name that brings you some attention. I knew a man whose name was
George Washington. He received a
lot of kidding about that name, but
he was proud to bear it. I had an ancestor on my maternal grandmother’s side of the family whose name
was John W. Booth. Understandably, he went by Jack rather than
John!
In Proverbs 22:1 Solomon wrote, “A
good name is rather to be chosen than
great riches.” That is quite a statement
for a man who may have been the richest man on earth in his time. Have you
ever thought about the names of God?
We find numerous names for God in
the Old Testament. Some of those
names describe what God does for us.
Other names tell us something about
the character of God.

D

GOD’S NAME IS “JEALOUS”
Moses was God’s instrument of deliverance for His people, the Jews.
Moses was used by God to free the
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Jews from their slavery in Egypt.
Then, while God’s people were wandering in Sinai, God used Moses as a
conduit of information about His
character and His desires for His people.
One character trait of God is His
refusal to accept His people’s worship of idols, or false gods. That was
made clear in the Ten Commandments (Exod. 20:3-5). When Moses
descended from Mount Sinai to deliver the tablets with the commandments on them, he was immediately
confronted with the people’s worship of a false god! God had warned
Moses that the people were committing idolatry even before Moses left
the mountain (32:7-8). He was so
distressed by the people’s idolatry
that he threw the stone tablets containing the commandments on the
ground and broke them (vs. 19).
When Moses retur ned to Mount
Sinai, the commandments were
once again inscribed on stone
tablets (34:1-4).
While still on the mountain, God
spoke to Moses, renewing His
covenant (Exod. 34:10), demanding
the people’s obedience, and promising to deal with His people’s enemies
(vs. 11). God then told Moses to destroy the false gods of the pagans (vs.
13). God said, “Thou shalt worship no
other god: for the Lord, whose name is
Jealous, is a jealous God” (vs. 14). Remember that this was not an observation by Moses. These words were spoken by God Himself! He told us His
name, and it is “Jealous.” Does that
surprise you? If it does, that is probably because in our culture jealousy is
thought of as a negative character
trait.
NEGATIVE OR POSITIVE?
Is jealousy a flaw? The dictionary
defines “jealous” as “intolerant of rivalry” (Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary). We live in a time when tolerance is heralded as one of the highest virtues. However, should any husband be tolerant of rivalry when it
comes to his wife? I certainly would
not be tolerant of another man’s attentions to my wife. I would expect my
sons-in-law to be intolerant of any

other man’s attentions to my daughters!
God has never hidden His jealousy! It is clearly revealed in the Old
Testament (Exod. 20:5; 34:14; Deut.
4:24; 5:9; I Kings 14:22; Zech. 1:14;
8:2). In the New Testament, Paul
warned the Corinthians of the danger
of provoking the Lord to jealousy
(I Cor. 10:22).
We should not be surprised that
the Lord is jealous! His jealousy is,
in a very real sense, His protection
of His people. If God did not care
about whom or what we worship, we
would be constantly in peril of idolatry. God does not want us to worship other gods because no other
gods exist! To put faith in something
that does not exist is dangerous and
potentially fatal. God is jealous because He knows that He alone is the
source of man’s salvation. His jealousy is a positive character trait because it protects His people from
death.
SHOULD GOD BE JEALOUS?
Is there something in your life that
would provoke God’s jealousy? We
may not worship at the altars of foreign
gods, but have we created “gods” of
our own that would cause God to be
righteously jealous?
We can easily become consumed
with worldly riches. A person’s bank
account, investment account, real estate, cars, jewelry—almost any material object or accumulation can become a person’s “god.” We may not
build an altar to such gods, but they
can easily replace the one true God as
our source of security and happiness.
Jesus warned against such idolatry
(Matt. 6:19-21).
Is there anything in your life that God
has reason to be jealous about? Are
there “gods” that have taken His place
in your heart? Are there people you
adore and love more than you love
God? Do not forget God’s revelation—
that His own “name is Jealous” (Exod.
34:14). May that be a powerful reminder of His character! May that also
remind us to daily consider our loyalties and our priorities. ★

Eagle Christians
BY

HE word “eagle” evokes images of
power, speed, freedom, courage,
and beauty. Eagles live on every continent except Antarctica. Of the more
than sixty eagle species, some are
common, like the golden eagle, of
which there may be one million individuals. Others, like the Great Nicobar
serpent eagle, are rare. It is thought
that less than one thousand live on
one small island in the Indian Ocean.
Some species of eagles were common in Israel in Bible times. The golden eagle was common then as now.
Readers of the Old Testament would
also have been familiar with the imperial eagle, the spotted eagle, the shorttoed eagle, and the small hooded eagle. They would have observed eagles
soaring, diving, clutching prey, and
raising their young. Therefore, when
writers like Moses, Job, and Isaiah
wrote of the eagle, their readers would
have seen the spiritual applications, as
we can today.
Like other eagles, golden eagles often build their nests on rocky crags or
on the face of a cliff. When God challenged Job, He described the nesting
behavior of eagles: “Doth the eagle
mount up at thy command, and make
her nest on high? She dwelleth and
abideth on the rock, upon the crag of
the rock, and the strong place” (Job
39:27-28).
Just as eagles make their nests in
the rocks, so we are to take shelter in
Jesus, the Rock of our salvation.
Psalm 62:2 says, “He only is my rock
and my salvation; he is my defence; I
shall not be greatly moved.” From the
safety of the high rock, the baby eagles are protected from danger.
As God continues to answer Job,
He brought out another fact of eagle
biology. “From thence she seeketh the
prey, and her eyes behold afar off”
(Job 39:29). The eagle’s retinas have
one million light-sensitive cells per
square millimeter, compared to two
hundred thousand for humans. An eagle can spot a rabbit or a fish up to two
miles away.
As Christians, we are to have spiritual eyesight as sharp as the eagle’s.
However, our goal is not to see prey
but to see God. With eyes open to the
Holy Spirit’s leading, we can see God
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work in our lives and the lives of others. We can see people around us who
are in need. We can see how to respond to God’s leading in each situation. An increased awareness of God’s
works and His ways brings us closer
to Him. “Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the
Lord” (Ps. 107:43).
The golden eagle not only goes after small prey but also hunts larger animals like mountain goats, ibex, and
young deer. This is possible because
of the eagle’s agility, speed, and powerful talons. A golden eagle has a wing
span of up to seven feet and weighs
up to thirteen pounds. When diving, it
can reach speeds of up to 190 miles
per hour. God gave eagles everything
they need to fulfill the role for which
they were created.
Similarly, we Christians should not
hesitate to fulfill the roles God intended for us. We are not to be timid or to
fear a challenge that may look too big.
As Paul wrote to Timothy, “God hath
not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound
mind” (II Tim. 1:7).
Spiritual strength includes not only
taking on big challenges but also persevering in smaller, ongoing trials. It
means not giving up.
Golden eagles are diligent in caring
for their young. A female golden eagle
will lay one to three eggs once a year.
The parents take turns staying on the

nest, providing warmth and protection
for the chicks. When the adult eagles
walk around the nest, they keep their
feet balled to prevent their talons from
injuring the eaglets.
God spoke of the eagle’s care
through Moses in Deuteronomy 32:11:
“An eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them,
beareth them on her wings.” In Exodus
19:4 God reminds His people of His
care, using the analogy of the eagle: “I
bare you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto myself.”
When a young eagle is learning to
fly, the mother eagle will fly alongside.
The breeze formed by her primary
feathers provides additional lift to help
the eaglet along. The Hebrew word for
“bare” in Exodus is nacah, which
means “to lift.” No eagle carries anything on its back or wings while in
flight. It “carries” its young by means
of air assistance.
The eaglet trusts its parents to protect, feed, and guide it. Likewise, we
can trust God to protect us from evil,
provide our needs, and shelter us under His wings. “How excellent is thy
lovingkindness, O God! therefore the
children of men put their trust under
the shadow of thy wings” (Ps. 36:7).
Under God’s protection and care,
we can grow as intended. Just as eagles grow in strength and skill, so
Christians are to grow into mature followers of Christ. In his second letter,
Peter counseled the church to “grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (3:18).
Growing in knowledge leads to
growth in all areas of Christian living.
The more we know who God is and
what He commands, the more we can
please Him and bring Him glory.
The eagle is a beautiful, majestic
creature. With the power of the Holy
Spirit working within us, we can be eagle Christians. We can be strong in
spiritual power, endurance, and
courage. We can see God at work,
learn of His kindness, and appreciate
His care. We can grow in knowledge
and love to become mature Christians.
As the eagle is a powerful example of
God’s creation, so we can be powerful examples for Christ on earth. ★
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Christian Education
Factors to Consider When Selecting Curriculum
BY

R. JOHN BONDY of the Korea
Nazarene University stated in an
online article, “The Critical Importance
of Curriculum That Transmits Nazarene Core Values” (Didache: Faithful
Teaching, Vol. 7, No. 2, www.didache
.nazarene.org), that the church is facing three major challenges. First, the
changing generational paradigms and
attitudes of society are causing the
loyalty to denominations to disappear.
It is no longer true in our society that
generation after generation regard a
particular church as “home.” Younger
families actively seek a church where
they feel that the needs of their children are being addressed. They no
longer feel a bond with the church in
which they were raised. Regrettably,
their move is made due to a perceived
lack of qualified volunteers who are
willing to work as teachers in adult,
children’s, and teen classes. This lack
of qualified volunteers has developed
because these teachers, as well as
many members of the congregation,
are also changing churches to try to
find what they consider spiritual truth.
Second, while denominationally
created curricula usually address the
core values of the church, the tendency is to create material more suited for
the teacher, not the child, adult, or
teen. Also, the need for good curricula is largely ignored in homes where
parents are too busy with work and
other burdens to worry about what is
being taught on Sunday morning.
There is also little interaction between
parents and children during the week
concerning the Bible lesson they were
taught. Activity sheets are becoming a
thing of the past.
Finally, today’s curricula in many
churches are influenced by the writings and thoughts propagated by
twentieth-century secular philosophers. Little attempt is made to establish a Bible base of core values in
adults, teens, or children. The fact that
God is interested in people as individuals remains a doctrine for the unenlightened.
God, if He is acknowledged at all, is
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thought to be no longer interested in
the world He has created. He set the
world in motion and now is watching
from the sidelines. Everything that we
accomplish today is due to man’s ability and intellect alone. Therefore, it is
little wonder that many church pastors
and leaders are searching for material
that is suitable for their congregations—material that will give answers
to the above problems.
Regardless of whether you are a pastor of a small church or the Christian education director of a large church, the
selection of Sunday school material is
a matter of utmost importance. Regardless of any review you may find or
suggestions you might hear from other
people, the bottom line is your own
evaluation of the available material.
This brings up the question of what
to consider important when evaluating
material to be used in Sunday school,
Vacation Bible School, or small-group
study. While several things are worth
considering when evaluating existing
material, two things should be determined before evaluating any material.
The first criterion is biblical accuracy. Lori McKenzie, a Lutheran Sunday
school teacher in Pennsylvania, believes that the most important item to
consider is “biblical accuracy. The
content should be accurate and reinforced using specific Scripture verses” (Price, “Evaluating Sunday
School Curriculum,” Religious Product News, religiousproductnews
.com).
It is vital that you find material that
uses many Scripture verses as a basis
of truth and not material that selects one
verse to support a doctrine or statement
of faith. Doing so will ensure that you
have not based your belief or doctrine
on a single verse of Scripture that was
not meant to validate your stance.
A second item that should be taken
into account is the mission statement
of the church. This evaluation may involve changing or rewriting the mission statement of the church due to
societal changes. You might have to
reevaluate what the main goal of the

church is or has become. For instance,
has the surrounding neighborhood
changed enough to warrant the inclusion of Christian education material in
a different language? If there are a
number of churches in the surrounding area, determine what makes your
church different and how well the material being considered will help the
church fulfill its mission statement.
Once you have determined that the
material must include a proper interpretation and use of God’s Word and
that there must be a correlation between the material and the mission
statement of the church, then and only
then may you continue with the selection process, which may include many
of the following steps.
The first suggestion I would like to
make is that the conceptual content of
the material be examined. This simply
means that you determine whether the
author is developing his/her curriculum
from a doctrine that is common to all
churches (such as the virgin birth) or espousing a view that is particular to one
denomination (baptismal formula). From
this evaluation you can learn about the
theological view of the author, gain insight into how biblically correct the material is, and ascertain how consistent it
is with Scripture. As a bonus, you may
be able to determine whether the curriculum will create problems in the
church due to the author’s point of view.
Other questions concern the lessons themselves and whether they offer any practical advice on how to
meet the pressures and challenges of
today’s world. Are the parables taught
in a way that reflects upon modern
life? Does the material progress as you
would like from January through December? What emphasis is placed on
the pinnacle points of the Christian
faith, such as the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ? How are they presented? Is the victory of Christ over sin
and death presented in a way that
generates hope of a better future, or
does it present a sense of futility? Are
the major concepts of the Christian
faith, such as prayer and grace, re-

flected in the lessons? How inclusive
is the material in regard to race, gender, and those with disabilities?
Finally, how does the material itself
relate to Jesus Christ? Does it reveal Jesus as just a man or as the Son of God?
Is He the Saviour or a prophet? Was He
resurrected, or was His body stolen by
His disciples? Determine why the author thinks that the virgin birth is a necessity to Christian faith or why he/she
feels that this doctrine may be omitted.
What is the viewpoint of the author regarding the miracles of the Bible? Does
he/she regard them as fact or fiction?
The second suggestion for selecting
curriculum for your church is to do a
physical examination of the material
being considered. By doing this, you
may answer several questions dealing
with the cost of the material and what
exactly is needed to make the curriculum effective. Does anything need to be
purchased separately? Is a teacher’s
guide included? If this material is for
younger children, do separate lesson
plans have to be purchased along with
activity sheets? Are CDs needed? If so,
is a player available? Is anything available that would be fun as well as informative and useful as a teaching
tool? If material may be reproduced,
does the church have the funds available to take care of the cost? May
copies be made for use in the classes
without copyright infringement?
A third area to consider is how appropriate the Sunday school curriculum is for the ages you will be teaching. Younger students need material
that is interesting and attractive and
that provides lots of activities for
young hands and minds. You should
consider how effective the material will
be and try to determine whether it
presents the material in ways that both
young children and adults can understand and interact with it. Does it present discussion questions that will generate interest and input from the
class? Does the author allow for discussion of alternate views of a doctrine, or is he dogmatic in his approach? Since adults have varying
learning styles, does the curriculum
being considered offer various ways to
present the material so that all learning styles are addressed?
Also consider the size of the group
for which the material is intended. If
you have ten children in a class, consider whether the material is better
suited for a class that is much larger.
Also consider any additional costs that
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may be required for the activities for
the lesson presentation. Remember
that adults and children are different
groups, requiring different approaches
to teaching; but do not forget that
many adults love games as much as
the children do. If games are considered, try to determine how biblically
accurate the material is that is being
used and how well these games correlate to the overall lesson being taught.
If ideas are offered for crafts or artwork,
do they dovetail with the lesson? Is
space available for such activities?
A fourth area of consideration is how
teacher-friendly the material is. An experienced teacher can usually deal with
curriculum that is difficult to use, but it
is imperative for a new teacher that the
material include guides that are informative and that offer various ways in
which to present the material. A larger
church usually has a number of people
who volunteer to teach classes.
If you attend a church with a smaller
congregation that is on the rebound,
you must determine whether there is a
way to offer teacher instructions and
suggestions on class preparation to
those interested in beginning service in
this area. Churches that are going
through a rebuilding stage normally find
themselves in the situation in which
most of those who have taught before
are no longer available. When this is the
case, there must be some method or
plan in place to assist teachers who
have not taught before. Having mentors who are available and willing to assist in this area would be one solution.
A fifth aspect to contemplate is
whether the Sunday school curriculum
is designed in such a way that parents
are encouraged to be involved in their
child’s spiritual education. Does the
curriculum have activities that can be
taken home for the child and parent to
work on together to further reinforce
the lesson? Also, will the presented
material naturally cause the child to
engage his parents in conversation
about some aspect of the lesson that
he found interesting or troubling?
Does the lesson open avenues by
which the parents or guardians can offer discipleship to the child?
The final aspect of selecting curriculum to be covered by this article involves longevity and consistency. By
the former term I mean that the life expectancy of the material should be
closely examined. You may ask yourself whether the material being considered could be used more than

once. Will the pages of material stand
up to the abuse generated by constant
handling and use by the teachers and
students? In short, will you have curriculum that will last as long as you
need it to, or will it have to be replaced
before the quarter is completed?
Consistency, on the other hand, can
be described using the old adage that
looks can be deceiving. While a curriculum may offer a number of maps
and supplementary material for teachers, it might not be worth further consideration if it presents material that is
not consistent with the doctrinal statement of your church or if it presents a
controversial stance on some doctrine
not readily accepted by the congregation. Irreparable damage can be done
to a body of believers if material is
used that teaches a gospel other than
the one spoken by Jesus Christ.
As a pastor, I have personally found
curriculum materials that offer maps,
study notes, activity sheets, and discussion questions but that also deny
the virgin birth of Christ. Therefore, just
because it looks great does not mean
it will work for your classes.
It is vital that you carefully evaluate
the available material and allow yourself plenty of time to do so. Do not decide a week before the next quarter
begins that you need new and dynamic material. If this is your approach to
selecting curriculum for your church,
the outcome will not be beneficial to
anyone in the body of Christ.
In a closing remark, it also would be
a good idea to evaluate your curriculum selection each year. Curriculum
evaluation forms are easily found on
the Internet without cost. While some
may include areas you do not consider important in your evaluation, these
forms are free and easily modified to
suit your own needs.
From this evaluation you will gain insight into how well your curriculum is
working, how much the teachers like it,
and how effective it has been in conveying the gospel. Any recurring problems should be noted and steps taken
to either solve the issue or replace the
material being used. This evaluation will
also give insight into areas in which
teachers feel they need improvement.
(This will help you develop material and
a time of teaching in these areas.) In
short, simply selecting a curriculum and
putting it in place are not the end of the
job. Continual evaluation is needed to
gauge how well it is working in your
church. ★
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The Pastor’s Study
Inductive Preaching
BY

F you took a speech or philosophy
class in high school or college, you
were taught a particular process of
reasoning called deductive reasoning.
You were taught to write a proposition—one declarative sentence that
stated your purpose for the speech.
Then you were to come up with reasons why that proposition is true. The
entire speech would then be very logical and easy to follow. The same principle applied in English class when
you wrote essays. That is the way we
think in the Western world—in linear
logic.
When you try to read some of the
New Testament using Western linear
logic, it can be confusing. In John
8:31-59, for example, Jesus’ purpose
statement does not come until verse
58: “Before Abraham was, I am.” The
arguments seem to go in circles, doubling back on themselves and seemingly repeating the same ideas.
Not all of the people in the world
think in Western linear logic. In fact, we
are in the minority in that regard. That
does not make the way we think or the
way others think right or wrong; it just
makes it difficult for us to understand
one another.
The arguments in John 8 follow a
pattern that is called inductive reasoning. One of the best ways to picture inductive reasoning is to think of a spiral that becomes increasingly more
tightly drawn until it arrives at a point
in the center. Inductive reasoning
starts at the outer circle of the spiral
and keeps circling around and around
until the point is finally reached at the
center (the end of the argument).
In order to best describe the development of the argument between Jesus and the crowd in John 8, we need
to use inductive reasoning. Jesus was
making a very strong point—the boldest claim He had ever made. In order
to make that point, He started way out
on the periphery and drew an ever
tighter circle so that by the time the
point was made, there was no escaping its truth in the mind of any listener.

I

62 (126)

ROBERT A. ALLEN

The people who gathered around
Jesus that day were there for the
Feast of Tabernacles. All were devout Jews, very proud of their descent from Abraham. That was what
made them Jews—they all could
trace their heritage back to a common father, Abraham. That was the
circle that included all of them, and
so that was where Jesus started. He
told them that if they knew the truth,
they would be set free (John 8:32).
Their reaction was just what He
knew it would be. They were children
o f A b r a h a m . T h e y w e re n o t i n
bondage to anyone. Why did they
need to be set free?
When we realize that the people of
Israel had often been in bondage, subservient to everyone from the Egyptians to the Babylonians to the Romans, we understand that their
objection was not concerning physical
bondage but rather spiritual. They may
have been subject to Caesar, but
Rome could not control their inward
freedom and privilege. They were not
in bondage to anyone spiritually; they
were the sons of Abraham and therefore the chosen of God. How could Jesus say that they needed to be set free
when they were not in slavery?
So Jesus drew the circle a little
tighter. Their slavery was to sin, and
their need was freedom from sin.
Anyone who committed sin was its
slave (John 8:34). No one ever rules
over sin; sin always rules over the
person who sins. And if you are a
slave to sin, you are a servant in the
spiritual house and not a son. A servant can be released; a servant can
be sold; a servant has no promise
that he will be in the house forever.
On the other hand, a son can never
be anything but a son. He is always
part of the household. If the Son sets
a servant free, that freedom is genuine (vs. 36). The Jews had not been
set free by the Son, so they were
slaves in the household with no claim
to freedom.
Jesus’ next circle is even tighter, for
He revealed to them their exact sin.

This showed they were in bondage to
sin even though they were sons of
Abraham. In their hearts they were
plotting to kill Jesus (John 8:37). They
knew it, and He knew it. They had refused to see the miraculous signs as
evidence of His deity. They had refused to believe the words of their
own prophets, which were being fulfilled through Jesus’ life and ministry.
Instead, they were making plans individually and as a group to see Him
killed.
This was general knowledge among
the populace. When He appeared in
Jerusalem at the feast, people asked,
“Is not this he, whom they seek to
kill?” (John 7:25). At the end of this exchange with the crowd, these very
men would take up stones to stone
Him (8:59). They knew what was in
their own hearts, and they knew they
were not behaving the way Abraham
had behaved.
So Jesus came around again and
pulled the circle even closer. They
had been questioning His parentage,
and He had told them often that His
Father was God. So now He talked
about likeness. He is completely like
God, His Father, because everything
He says is just what the Father has
said (John 8:38). One could tell by the
way He talked that God is His Father.
Jesus said that He is just like His Father and that the people were like
their father as well. But the father they
were like was not Abraham. They
were doing what they had seen their
father do. This is a general principle
of life that they all had to agree to. We
do the things we see our fathers do.
Boys walk just like their fathers.
Mothers who scrapbook have daughters who scrapbook.
This was not a welcome principle
as far as the crowd that day was concerned. They knew that Jesus was
telling them they were not acting at
all like Abraham, and it made them
angry. Once again they pointed to
their ancestry, their heritage. They
were children of Abraham. And once
again Jesus pointed to their actions

as evidence that disproved the claim
they had just made. They may have
been physical sons of Abraham, but
they were not spiritual sons; their
spiritual conduct was not like his.
Abraham did not seek to kill those
who came to him to show him God,
but that is exactly what they were doing.
So the circle drew even closer. If
Abraham was not their spiritual father,
who was? They were doing the deeds
of their father; and if it was not Abraham, who was it? Who was their father?
Again the crowd reacted to His argument with anger. They claimed descent not just from Abraham but from
God (John 8:41).
Since they had made that claim, Jesus took time to consider it. If God
were their Father, they would show a
likeness to God. They would act like
God, they would look like God, and
they would accept as truth everything
that God told them. After all, children
look like their fathers, act like their fathers, and believe their fathers implicitly. But these people did not love
those whom God loved. They did not
believe the truth God had revealed to
them. They were not acting toward
God’s Son the way God was acting toward His Son. Instead, they were calling God a liar, refusing to believe and
obey the very words of God that they
were hearing from Christ. He was the
Light, and they were deliberately
choosing to walk in darkness.
There was only one other possibility
if they were not the spiritual children of
Abraham or of God. Only one possible
father remained. Their father was the
devil (John 8:44). And the circle became even tighter. In fact, it may have
started feeling like a noose.
There were two reasons they were
acting like their father the devil. He
was a murderer and a liar. From the
murder of Abel by his brother Cain
right down through Herod’s slaughter
of the infants in Bethlehem at the time
of the birth of Christ, Satan had been
unleashing his hatred of the human
race by inciting violence and murder.
The fact that their hearts were set on
killing Jesus showed the murderous
intent of the satanic influence in their
own lives that was driving them to that
terrible deed.
The second characteristic of their
father that was evident in their lives
was lying, a total dedication to opposing the truth. Satan did not just
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tell lies; lies were his native language. Everything Satan speaks is a
lie, and they were just like him in
that.
The difficulty in dealing with someone whose native language is lying is
vividly illustrated in many court trials.
Much of the testimony focuses on who
is telling the truth and who is lying.
If Satan had his way, we all would be
just like him. Truth has no value to him.
Lying is the language of his kingdom.
So Jesus circled around again and
demonstrated the contrast between
His words and theirs. He spoke truth
that could be substantiated by His
own conduct. Not one of them could
point to any sin that He had committed (John 8:46). They could accuse
Him of doing wrong, but none of their
accusations would stand up in court.
No one could convict Him of sin because He, like His Father, was sinless.
Angered by what they saw as an attack on their spiritual heritage, the
crowd proved the point Jesus had just
made about their family connection to
Satan by telling another lie about Him.
They said He was a Samaritan and had
a devil. In that culture, those were
probably the worst two things they
could say about Him.
Jesus did not even make reference
to the Samaritan charge since it was
such a blatant lie, but He did deny being demonic and showed them how
they were actually dishonoring the
God they said they trusted by making
such a charge. They claimed to know
God, but by their actions they belied
any such knowledge.
Because of the way they were dishonoring God, Jesus reminded them
that God was the One who would
judge them. He then said that the only
way to escape that judgment is
through Him: “If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death” (John
8:51).
Once again it was a spiritual claim,
an offer of eternal life to all those who
placed their faith in Him. But the crowd
made the claim into a material offer
that in their minds reduced it to the
ridiculous.
Abraham had heard the word of God
and had died. The prophets had heard
the word of God and had died. Now
Jesus was saying that those who
heard His word would never die? Who
did He think He was? Did He think He
was greater than Abraham?
So Jesus drew the circle even

tighter. Yes, He is greater than Abraham! He is greater than Abraham because the Father Himself honors Him
with greater honor than He gave Abraham (John 8:54-55). He is greater than
Abraham because He knows God
perfectly; if He said He did not, He
would be a liar just like them. He is
greater than Abraham because He
does the work and will of God perfectly—something that could not be
said of Abraham or any of the
prophets.
In addition, He was greater than
Abraham because He actually came
before Abraham. “Before Abraham
was, I am” (John 8:58). Jesus had
now arrived at the center, at the point
He had been working toward from
the very beginning. He had been in
existence long before Abraham. In
fact, He was self-existent, eternally
existent. He was the “I am,” God
Himself.
That was too much for the crowd. In
their minds this was blasphemy. So in
a fit of rage that they probably would
have called righteous anger, they
grabbed up rocks with the intention of
stoning Him to death in the very courtyard of the temple.
But His time had not yet come.
“Jesus hid himself, and went out of
the temple, going through the midst
of them, and so passed by” (John
8:59). The people stood with rocks in
their hands, revealing the murderous
intent that had been in their hearts.
They were indeed of their father the
devil, who was a murderer from the
beginning.
Inductive reasoning is the method
Jesus used to bring them to the point
of conviction. This resulted in their total rejection of Him because they had
chosen to believe lies, the native language of their father, the devil. Revealing that inductive reasoning to an
audience today will help them understand the method Christ used to bring
them to the truth.
Illustrate the sermon by drawing a
large picture of the circular reasoning
pattern or projecting it on the wall. Tell
the story of the day from the viewpoint of those who were following
Christ’s reasoning as your people follow along through the passage. Conclude by applying the truth to your
audience and challenging them with
the question, “Who is your father?” ★
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That glorious morn when Jesus rose
From out the chilly tomb,
The women came at break of day
With hearts enwrapped with gloom.
They sought the dead where Life had
lain
Behind the stone well sealed,
But that He’d risen, soon to them
The empty tomb revealed.
They sorrowed o’er the empty tomb;
Perplexed they were, when, lo,
Two men in shining garments said
He’d risen, truly so.
Oh, then with joy, abounding, great,
This word they would diffuse,
That Christ the Lord, triumphant,
rose—
What wondrous, gladsome news!
Oh, aching heart, behold the One
Alive, and glorified,
And weep no more in unbelief;
Your Lord is by your side. ★

