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Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship,
that of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spir-
it, born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin
is imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings
are born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state
of moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of
God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are bap-
tized by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those
saved through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the
unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the ever-
lasting punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

THE world is too much with us; late
and soon, /Getting and spending,

we lay waste our powers.” Those are
the first two lines of a poem (“The
World Is Too Much with Us”) written by
English poet William Wordsworth
(1770-1850). The main theme of the
poem concerns how materialism in
the modern world has deadened
man’s connection to nature and every-
thing meaningful.
His focus on nature, paganism, and

mythology does not fit with a Christian
worldview, but Christians need to be-
ware of how the things of this world,
the “getting and spending,” can affect
our lives, hearts, and spirits. We
“waste our powers” given to us
through Christ when we “quench,” or
grieve, the Spirit (I Thess. 5:19). When
Christians lose focus on what is most
important, we go into spiritual battle
unarmed, without power. 
In this quarter’s GOSPEL HERALD
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From the Editor’s Desk BY DON RUFF

Don’t 
Waste 
Power
AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES,
the feature articles emphasize being
ready for the spiritual struggles we
face every day. Jesus said to His fol-
lowers, “All power is given unto me in
heaven and earth” (Matt. 28:18). Be-
cause believers in Christ belong to the
Lord and have the Spirit within, there
is power given from Him for this life
(I John 5:4). We have to “be strong in
the Lord, and in the power of his
might” (Eph. 6:10) by daily applying
His Word to our lives. 
We need to make the “wisdom of

this world” and all its trappings less
important than the wisdom of God
from which we can be prepared to
battle our spiritual foes (cf. I Cor. 2:5).
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in

the Lord, and in the power of his
might” (Eph. 6:10), Paul urges. As we
wait for the Lord’s return, pray that
your fellow believers will stay strong in
the battle (Eph. 6:18). H
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IT has been many years since I have
read or heard the children’s story

about the emperor’s new clothes. The
emperor had a great fondness for
newer and more elegant clothing, to
say the least. His passion led him to ig-
nore the essential qualities needed in
himself to rule and the basic needs of
his subjects. 
Two swindlers came to his kingdom

announcing that they were weavers of
the most elegant cloth. Their cloth was
of such a rare quality that only those fit
for their office or the most astute of peo-
ple could see it. The emperor quickly
commissioned them to prepare him a
new suit of clothes from this cloth.
The deceivers were well paid but

produced nothing, despite their pre-
tended efforts. The emperor’s minis-
ters came to view the work but were
afraid to confess what their eyes did
not see lest they be judged unfit for
their position. Growing impatient, the
emperor finally came to see the cloth
and his suit of new clothes. He too saw
nothing but was afraid to confess it
lest he be judged unfit to rule.
A procession of great pomp and

ceremony was planned. The emperor
was stripped of his old clothing and
supposedly adorned in his new. In
great pride, he strode before his sub-
jects. All the people praised him in his
new finery not willing to confess what
their eyes truly saw; that is, except for
one innocent, honest child who ex-
claimed, “The Emperor has nothing on
at all!” Though naked and exposed be-
fore all, pride compelled the emperor
to finish the procession.
While humorous, the tale contains a

sobering lesson for all Christians. How
are we dressed before this world? Has
deception, pride, or complacency
stripped us of the spiritual clothing that
God has provided for us? Sadly, for
some, they are not dressed well for the
battles against the devil, the worldly sys-
tem of this age, and the fleshly sinful na-
ture. But it does not have to be that way!
The Apostle Paul warned us in

II Timothy 4:3-5, “For the time will
come when they (presumably Chris-
tians) will not endure sound doctrine;
but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables. But watch thou in
all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, make full proof
of thy ministry.” Later in verse 10, Paul
gave an example of what he meant,
“For Demas hath forsaken me, having
loved this present world, and is de-
parted unto Thessalonica.” His atti-
tude about Demas is totally different
from Colossians 4:14 and Philemon
1:24 where Demas is included in send-
ing greetings to other believers and
called Paul’s fellow laborer.
Earlier in II Timothy 2:17-18, Paul re-

ferred to two men (presumably Chris-
tians) who had not only erred from the
truth but were also deceiving other
Christians as well: “And their word will
eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hy-
menaeus and Philetus; who concern-
ing the truth have erred, saying that
the resurrection is past already; and
overthrow the faith of some.” A lack of
diligence and endurance caused
these men’s, and others’, spiritual ruin.
These ancient examples were har-

bingers of what we are experiencing
today. There are too many examples.
For instance, a large, prominent, once
conservative church declared that it
would no longer honor or obey the
Bible’s teaching on homosexuality.
That is pride indeed! A pastor stated
that homosexual marriage was ac-
ceptable and that he was prepared to
perform marriage ceremonies for
same-sex couples. The majority of a
small community, of whom many at-
tend church and claim to be Christian,
endorsed a homosexual candidate
because that candidate seemed to be
nice. A pastor consistently down-
played the dangers of alcohol and
months later was dismissed because
he had become an alcoholic.

Continuing on, a popular author
who confessed Christ at an earlier
age, studied and later taught in semi-
nary, and had led people to Christ, is
now an agnostic and bitter enemy of
Christ. 
These examples of professing Chris-

tians who are stripping themselves
bare of God’s provisions and seeming-
ly going over to the enemy’s side are
numerous and growing. This is sad and
disconcerting, especially considering
the proliferation of Christian resources;
but it is hardly surprising. The Bible
prophesies this in a number of places,
such as the Pastoral Epistles of I and II
Timothy and Titus. Especially illuminat-
ing and challenging are the letters to the
seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3.
All the churches, except Laodecia, are
commended in some way, and all the
churches, except Smyrna and Philadel-
phia, are rebuked in some fashion. 
In the light of our opening story,

consider Revelation 3:15-18, “I know
thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot.
So then because thou art lukewarm,
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue
thee out of my mouth. Because thou
sayest, I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind,
and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest
be rich; and white raiment, that thou
mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not ap-
pear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-
salve, that thou mayest see. As many
as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore, and repent.” Sad
and perhaps typical for today; but it
does not have to be that way!
When communism ruled in Roma-

nia, Vasily and George were two pas-
tors who remained loyal to God and
His Word. They would hide Bibles un-
der pulpits for later distribution. Often
harassed and jailed, they still remained
faithful to God, His Word, and those
they were serving. With communism
over in Romania, Vasily and George
still remain faithful pastors of God.
Victor was the son and grandson of

Baptist pastors in Russia. While at uni-
versity one day, the KGB stopped Vic-
tor. They wanted to know whether he
was a Christian and had a Bible. He
answered yes to both questions. He
was informed that if he wanted to
graduate, then he would have to give
up his Bible. Victor did not graduate.

Dressed  for 
Spiritual
Battle
BY PHIL PRICE
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Christian lives is our relationship to fel-
low believers. In I Corinthians 12:12-
27, Paul reveals how each believer
makes up a part of Christ’s body. The
obvious implication is that Christians
need each other. We should not for-
sake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether for there is a dynamism when
we come together. Do we genuinely
love our fellow believers? How about
our leaders? If there is any friction,
deal with it quickly and lovingly! Obey
the “one another” commands of
Scripture. There are over thirty of
them. 
The words of Philippians 2:2-4

should govern our Christian relation-
ships, “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like-
minded, having the same love, being
of one accord, of one mind. Let noth-
ing be done through strife or vainglo-
ry; but in lowliness of mind let each es-
teem other better than themselves.
Look not every man on his own things,
but every man also on the things of
others.”
The third area to be addressed in

our Christian lives is our relationship
with the unsaved. Does our Christian
worldview even include those who do
not know Christ as Lord and Saviour?
Has selfishness and indifference
made us forget them? Have we for-
gotten that someone once told us
about Jesus and that we, in turn,
should do the same? Do we know any
missionaries, and do we pray for and
give financially to them? Have we sent
the Word of God to places where they
do not have it? We need to ask our-
selves, Is it truly possible to be like Je-

sus and not care for
the world even as He
did?
In II Timothy 4:2,

Paul tells us to “be in-
stant in season, [and]
out of season.” We as
Christians are to be at
hand, that is, ready to
serve when it is con-
venient and when it is
not. The lost of the
world need Christians
to share the gospel.
They need us to be
clothed with all that
Christ provides to us—
to be lights in the dark-
ened cultures of the
world. For our own
sake, as well as every-
one else’s, let us not be
like the emperor. H

cording as his divine power hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto life
and godliness, through the knowledge
of him that hath called us to glory and
virtue.”
Any renewal and recommitment

should address the three areas of the
Christian life. The first is our relation-
ship to God, starting with how seri-
ously we view the study of God’s
Word. God’s Word is the key to spiri-
tual vitality. If one is not reading, study-
ing, and obeying it, then he shuts him-
self off from strong spiritual health.
Read II Timothy 3:16-17, then II Timo-
thy 2:15, then I Timothy 1:5. This last
verse can be translated as “the goal of
our instruction (could we say from the
Bible) is love from a pure heart and a
good conscience and a sincere faith.” 
What about how important prayer is

to us in our relationship with God?
When you read about Paul’s details of
a Christian’s spiritual armor in Eph-
esians 6:10-17, note verse 18 also.
Four times he speaks of prayer. The
possible implication might be that our
spiritual armor is not as effective as it
could be without prayer. The goal of
prayer should be the glorification of
God and then any blessings He sees
fit to distribute.
What about our relationship with

God through the Holy Spirit? The Holy
Spirit dwells in every believer with a
purpose in mind. He is there to lead us
in living a godly life. He will not lead us
contrary to the Word of God. Note
Ephesians 4:30, 5:18, and I Thessalo-
nians 5:19.
The second area to address in our

When the Iron Curtain fell, Victor was
used by God to begin Gideon camps
across Russia. For the first time, thou-
sands had their own Bibles, and many
became Christians, some of them
KGB agents. Victor still serves the
Lord today. This is how it should and
can be!
One might say that the threat of per-

secution caused these men to remain
faithful. That could be possible, but they
have remained faithful even after the
persecution. The blessings and tempta-
tions of freedom have not cooled their
commitment to Jesus Christ. 
Why is this true for some, but why is

it also true that so many today are cool
or half-hearted in their commitment to
Jesus? To ask the question is to an-
swer it. The difference is that those
men have and do take seriously their
relationship with Jesus Christ while
many others today do not.
When I was young, being baptized

and baptismal services were “big
deals.” That sense of importance
seems to have cooled over the
decades, especially in the United
States. In foreign lands, it is serious
business when one is baptized. It sig-
nifies a break from the old way of liv-
ing and an allegiance to the new way
of living under Christ’s control. Fellow
Christians in these lands understand
that to be baptized could mean the
loss of their physical lives. Some fol-
low through and others do not. Now
baptism is not necessary for salvation
from sin’s penalty, but it is a demon-
stration of how serious one takes his
relationship with Jesus Christ.
What is the way back from the spir-

itual nakedness and false teaching
that are so prevalent today? The an-
swer is not anything new or profound;
but, it does ask of each Christian a re-
newed commitment to Christ and His
way of living. Jesus challenged the
church at Ephesus in Revelation 2:4-
5, “I have somewhat against thee, be-
cause thou hast left thy first love. Re-
member therefore from whence thou
art fallen, and repent, and do the first
works.” 
In Luke 9:23, our Master said, “If any

man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow me.” Luke 14:25-35 em-
phasizes the same commitment. It is
possible to live a godly life in our cur-
rent culture because we have been
given all that is needed to do so. Sec-
ond Peter 1:1-11 is greatly comforting
and motivating. Note verse 3, “Ac-
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OUT of the 7.5 billion or so people
throughout the world, we all

know some, maybe a hundred or
more. Some are personal friends; oth-
ers are simply acquaintances. 
We know people from our past and

present. Some are neighbors, while
others live in another state or country.
We work with some, and we worship
with others. And now social media en-
ables us to keep in touch with friends
from our computers, smart phones,
and other electronic devices. 
Some friends we would consider

dear and close to us. There are the one
or two we would call at 3 A.M. when we
are stranded on the highway. 
Some of our friends are believers,

other are not; but among those who
profess Christ as Lord and Saviour,
who would you consider to be filled
with godliness? And the more chal-
lenging question—would those who
know us, our friends and relatives,
think that we are godly? 
The word “godliness” occurs only

fifteen times in the King James Version
of the Bible. But obviously the theme
of godliness is prominent throughout
the Scriptures. God not only provided
for our redemption (II Pet. 3:9), but de-

sires that we be godly people. He-
brews 12:14 says, “Follow peace with
all men, and holiness, without which
no man shall see the Lord.” This, of
course, is the whole matter of spiritu-
al growth or sanctification. 
We need to remember that the Bible

teaches there are two aspects of holi-
ness during this physical life. First,
when we repent of our sin and believe
that Christ died on the cross to pay the
penalty of our sin, we are forgiven, giv-
en salvation, and declared righteous.
This is justification and is also known
as “positional sanctification.” 
In the Bible, believers are called

“saints.” This was how the Apostle
Paul addressed the church at Corinth
in I Corinthians 1:2, “Unto the church
of God which is at Corinth, to them
that are sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints.” 
Then in I Corinthians 6:9-11, he

gave the following description of peo-
ple who had chosen to follow Christ:
“Know ye not that the unrighteous
shall not inherit the kingdom of God?
Be not deceived: neither fornicators,
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ef-
feminate, nor abusers of themselves
with mankind, nor thieves, nor cov-

etous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom
of God. And such were some of you:
but ye are washed, but ye are sancti-
fied, but ye are justified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our
God.” They “were” unrighteous previ-
ously, but now they “are” sanctified
and justified. 
Secondly, having been saved we are

called to be holy, which is a day by day
matter of growing, desiring God, and
seeking to obey Him in order to live
holy lives. This is our “practical sanc-
tification.” Too many Christians are
content to bask in the salvation given
and a less than aggressive Christian
life resulting in carnality. 
For example, how often do we get

up on Sunday anticipating the worship
service at church and hoping that the
pastor’s sermon will bring real convic-
tion to our heart so that we will sur-
render our lives anew to Christ in re-
pentance and confession? No, most
of us simply want a blessing but not
much commitment or change or dis-
turbance of the status quo. We secret-
ly identify with the church at Laodicea
by being “neither cold or hot” (Rev.
3:15). We believe we “have need of

WHAT Is Godliness?
BY DAVID A. HAMBURG
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occurs fifteen times, which reminded
them that their God deserved to be
their Lord and that He was to be in
control of every area of their lives. 
God’s holiness is referred to

throughout the Scriptures (Exod.
15:11; Ps. 89:35; Isa. 6:3; 57:15; Hab.
1:13; I John 1:5). This gives us comfort
and assurance because we are as-
sured that His involvement with us is
always right. There is never any injus-
tice with God! 
So, how do we manifest this godli-

ness? Some imagine that you become
holy by what you do. Interestingly, al-
though God gave the basics in the Ten
Commandments (Exod. 20), the Jew-
ish scholars managed to add 603
more. God never intended His Law to
become burdensome, so when Jesus
was asked, “Which is the first com-
mandment of all?” (Mark 12:28), He
said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy
strength” (vs. 30). Then He added a
second one, “Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself” (Mark 12:31; cf.
Lev. 19:18). 
Granted, a person desirous to live a

godly, holy life will do many right
things. He will attend worship, pray,
read and study his Bible, witness, love
God and his neighbors. But it is also
true that a person can do all the right
things with a wrong motive and the
end result would be sin. How often
have you been in a church service,
seemingly participating and profiting
by what is taking place, when your
heart and mind were far away? 
The truth of the matter is that even

the most devout Christian does not
have the strength to be holy. The pow-
er to do so can only come from God
through the Holy Spirit, who dwells
within each believer. First, there is the
desire, then there must be the sub-
mission of our wills, our thoughts, and
our emotions, to God so that we may
please Him who is holy. We recognize
that we cannot do anything in our own
strength, but God can and will provide
everything we need so that in the end
He receives all the credit and glory (cf.
Gal. 6:14; Phil. 4:13). 
Let me illustrate how it works by

sharing the testimony of a friend who
spent over thirty years as a missionary
in a Middle Eastern country. Now re-
tired, he is involved in caring for his
wife who is almost totally incapacitat-
ed due to a struggle with depression.
When anyone asks him how he is do-

ing, his answer is, “I am doing well,”
even though he is frustrated—he can-
not do the things he would prefer. He
is totally involved in taking up duties
that he is not accustomed to, such as
cooking and cleaning. He says the
reason he is able to do well is simple:
“I daily lift my soul to God.” 
He then went on to describe the dif-

ficulties of life in a hostile culture which
involved being arrested, put on trial,
fired from his job, expelled from the
country, abandoned by his fellow
workers, and opposed by some on the
team. He was able to do more than
survive but to live victoriously. 
He wrote in his journal, telling God

about the pressures he was facing. He
said this about his journal writing,
“This was lifting my soul to God, telling
Him what I was thinking, wanting, and
feeling. Then, very importantly, pro-
cessing those thoughts in the light of
Scripture, and coming to a surrender,
giving my disappointments, struggles,
and burdens over to Him. Every day, I
emptied my soul of the frustrations of
the day, and asked for the filling of the
Spirit. This is what made it possible for
us to live in His power, not just coping,
but growing. 
“There is no credit to us, for if left to

my own devices, I would have implod-
ed. No, it was the result of the Spirit
guiding me to lift my soul to God—
meaning I was not carrying unneces-
sary burdens, not letting my soul be
filled with negative clutter, which leads
to depression.”   
He quotes Psalm 86:4-5, “Rejoice

the soul of thy servant: for unto thee,
O Lord, do I lift up my soul. For thou,
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive;
and plenteous in mercy unto all them
that call upon thee.” 
He also went on to say that in his

present circumstances, he continues
to lift his soul to God every day, com-
bining it with worship and thanksgiv-
ing. “Therefore, no matter what the sit-
uation on the outside, the Son is
always shining on the inside,” he said.
I believe this is godliness in action.

It is trusting God in all things, depend-
ing on His strength to accomplish the
daily challenges of life for the glory of
God. As W. Ian Thomas wrote in The
Mystery of Godliness (Zondervan),
“When you are willing to fully surren-
der . . . to become a vessel of Christ’s
kingdom-life, then the Son of God will
fill what you are—nothing, with what
He is—everything. Only then will you
be something!” H

nothing” (vs.17), not realizing we are
“wretched, and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked.” 
We need to remember that the writer

to the Hebrews challenges us to be
serious about seeking personal, prac-
tical holiness. Having been saved from
sin and having received the Holy Spir-
it, there should be a yearning in our
heart for living a holy life pleasing to
God. Titus 2:11 and 12 says, “For the
grace of God that bringeth salvation
hath appeared to all men, teaching us
that, denying ungodliness and worldly
lusts, we should live soberly, right-
eously, and godly, in this present
world.” 
A life of godliness (holy living) is nec-

essary in order to have fellowship with
God and His Son, Jesus Christ. First
John 1:5 tells us that God is light and
in Him is no darkness. It is impossible
to fellowship with God if we are walk-
ing in darkness. It would be as if we
were walking west while God is walk-
ing east. In such a situation there
would be almost no contact or inter-
action. We may call it “fellowship” but
God is not impressed. 
Godliness is also necessary for fel-

lowship in prayer. The psalmist wrote,
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear me” (Ps. 66:18). To
regard iniquity means we love our sin-
fulness more than we love God. Do
you grieve over sin? This is the first
step in pursuing godliness. 
Godliness leads to our own well-be-

ing. God disciplines and corrects His
children (cf. Heb.12:6). Sometimes He
finds it necessary to take extreme
measures to get our attention, which
will lead to the change He desires (cf.
Ps. 32:3-5). 
In the final analysis, we should de-

sire to demonstrate godliness be-
cause our God is absolutely holy.
Meditate on I Peter 1:15-16: “But as he
which hath called you is holy, so be ye
holy in allmanner of conversation; Be-
cause it is written, Be ye holy; for I am
holy” (italics for emphasis).
Peter was quoting Leviticus 11:44

and 45 (cf. Lev.19:2). God based His
admonition on the fact that He is “the
LORD your God” who had rescued the
Israelites from their slavery in Egypt.
Their absolutely holy Lord expected
them to be separate from the sin man-
ifested and practiced by all their
neighbors. Leviticus 19 goes on to re-
view many of the commands that are
found in the Ten Commandments. In
addition, the phrase “I am the LORD”
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN has been at-
tributed with the oft quoted state-

ment, “In this world nothing can be
sure to be certain, except death and
taxes.” It is true that we live in a world
of uncertainty.
We really do not know what will hap-

pen tomorrow or even the next hour.
The television gives us images of war
and devastation in parts of our world
and we see it, to our detriment, in real
time; and all this can worry us. We do
not even know what kind of a world
our children will inherit.
Even as this article is being written,

the news talks of the effects of the
Zika virus in the peninsula of Florida.
This virus brings a lot of fear, espe-
cially to pregnant women and their
families. What is painted for us in all
the gloom and doom of network news
is a very sordid picture of the times in
which we live. Uncertainty causes us
anguish in our minds and in our spir-
its. We would rather have things be
constant and stable. We want assur-
ance that our world will not crumble
around us. 
This reminds me of the time when

Jesus told His disciples that He would
soon go to the cross to die (Matt.
16:21). It was an immediate cause for
concern and deep anguish. The disci-
ples reacted with fear. Peter, the out-
spoken one among His followers,
even took Him aside and rebuked Him.
It is quite possible that Simon Peter
was feeling terribly insecure. After all,
his Master had just told them that He
would soon be gone. 
It seems that Peter had felt that as

long as Jesus was physically present
with them, everything would be OK.
There was certainly a strong sense of
security while Jesus was there with
them. He knew all the answers they
needed, and He knew how to handle
the difficult situations, especially with
the religious leaders. Now He had
dropped a bombshell on them, caus-

had to wait a long time before they saw
what God was doing, and even for
them it was not really easy. The Jewish
people had to wait through thousands
of years of unfulfilled prophecy before
they finally saw the promised Messiah!
After he was given the promise of a

child at the age of seventy-five, Abra-
ham had to wait for twenty-five more
long years before the child was born.
He and Sarah grew older each day be-
fore she was found to be with child as
God had promised. The people of Is-
rael were in exile on more than one oc-
casion before the promise of redemp-
tion came true to be “delivered out of
the hand of our enemies” (Luke 1:74).
Waiting in a time of uncertainty is a giv-
en reality. How then can we wait, trust-
ing in our God?
First, we have to realize that our God

is not sleeping, doing nothing (cf. Ps.
121:4). The psalmist assures us there
that “he that keepeth thee will not slum-
ber (Ps. 121:3). While our needs are very
real, we have a heavenly Father who is
always doing something toward fulfill-
ing those needs. We are not a forgotten
people for He has set His love upon us.
While we wait in anguish, He prom-

ises us His peace. The word “peace”
in the Bible has the connotation of
wholeness and not just the idea of lack
of anxiety. God wants us to be a ful-
filled people filled with His peace. This
peace comes through trusting in His
promises. That is exactly why He has
given us His Word. 

Christian Psychology

The Anguish 
of uncertainty
BY A. KOSHY MUTHALALY, PH.D.

ing uncertainty in their finite hearts and
minds. Filled with concern, Peter turns
his insecurity into indignation, right-
eous indignation. He scolded Jesus
for His pronouncement.
What happens to us when our world

is disrupted by difficulty and uncer-
tainty? A serious illness, a financial
fallout, a wayward child, are just some
of the things that can interrupt our
lives. We quickly slide into uncertainty.
The emotions that build up inside of us
at those times do not help in times of
crisis. Often our first reaction is fear.
We ask, What will we do next? How
can we resolve this situation? We look
for the usual resources immediately
around us. When those fail, we scram-
ble for more.
Sometimes the anguish that accu-

mulates can cause physical ailments.
Then we look to God, who, in our minds,
can sometimes seem very distant and
obscure when we really need Him. It is
human nature to exhaust all our human
resources before we turn to God. We
learn very quickly that we should have
turned to God in the first place. Often, it
is our point of view that God can some-
times be slow. We quickly learn that we
have to trust Him in the darkness.
When we go through times of uncer-

tainty, our lives are like a ship that feels
as if it is about to sink. We want the ship
to be righted so that our lives can be
back to normal again. A close exami-
nation of the Scriptures reveals that
many of the Bible’s stellar characters
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Christian. A believer should be im-
proving in their Christian walk, day by
day. Salvation was a work of God, but
growing in the Lord requires our coop-
eration with Him through Bible study,
prayer, and being Spirit led in godly
thoughts, words, and actions. 
Thirdly, when we depart to be with

the Lord, we finally will be set apart
from the world and its sin to be forev-
er with the Lord. 

PRECIOUS
Five of the six New Testament words

used for “precious” are forms of the
Greek word timios and carry the idea of
something very dear and of great value.
For example, Peter calls the promises
of God “precious” (II Pet. 1:4). 
The Old Testament has eleven

words for “precious” with more vari-
ance in meanings than those in the
New Testament. For example, in I
Samuel 3:1 the word “precious”
means rare because there was a lack
of God’s vision, or word, coming from
God to seers for the people.
However, the word to be highlighted

here is found in Psalm 116:15, “Pre-
cious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints.” It has the New
Testament meaning of something be-
ing costly and therefore very dear.
Since the topic is the death of a be-
liever, it indicates that God looks at a
believer’s physical life as something
He takes very seriously and will not let
it be taken for just any reason. He
guards it until it is His will, and time, to
call that person home. King David
looked at the life of King Saul as being
something only God had a right to
take. He did not kill Saul when he had
a chance, even though Saul was out to
kill David (I Sam. 26).
When we consider the death of a be-

liever, it seems best to leave the ques-
tions of “Why?” or “Why now?” to God,
trusting that He makes no mistakes.  
David saw his days as being deter-

mined by God and as precious in His
sight (Ps. 139:16-17). Ours are
too. H

IN this quarter’s column, two words
will be examined briefly. The two

words will then be examined together
as they appear in one verse together.

SAINTS
The Greek word for saint(s) is hagios

which means “holy.” It is used as an
adjective (Holy Spirit), noun (sanctifi-
cation), and verb (sanctify). It also in-
cludes the concept of being “set
apart.” We use a form of it when we
speak of the sanctuary in a church,
meaning a place set apart for the wor-
ship of God. We also use it to refer to
wildlife sanctuaries, set apart places
for animal safety.
Believers are called “saints” in the

Bible (II Thess. 1:10) because they have
been set apart by God from the world
for holy living. A person is not a saint be-
cause of character (“all have sinned”), or
because of doing some good work; nor
does one have to wait to die to become
a saint. A believer in Christ is a saint be-
cause the Holy Spirit has worked upon
the heart and made it willing to commit
itself to Christ. Those who were in the
church in Corinth were prime examples
that perfection is not required to be a
saint (I Cor. 1:2). 
Sanctification is said to be an act of

the past (I Cor. 6:11), something God
did for us; a present action (I Pet. 1:15-
16) to which we contribute by holy liv-
ing; and a future action (Eph. 5:25-27),
once again a work of God. 
What does all this mean for us as be-

lievers today? It means that we are not
the people we used to be before we
were saved. Paul said it quite plainly
when he wrote, “Therefore if any man
[person] be in Christ, he is a new crea-
ture: old things are passed away; be-
hold, all things are become new” (II Cor.
5:17). Hopefully, you can see the differ-
ent person you are when compared to
the person you were before salvation. 
Secondly, it also means that you

should never have the idea that be-
cause you are saved there is no need
to do much of anything in terms of
Bible study and spiritual growth as a

God’s Word, assures us that He is
taking care of things behind the
scenes for us and that we can truly
have peace after we have committed
our needs to Him. When we cannot
see what God is doing in our lives, we
have to simply trust Him for each step
because He sees what is in the dark-
ness in our times of uncertainty. How
much better it would be to pray, “Lord,
I don’t know what you are doing right
now, but I can hardly wait to find out!”
Many a time we read of the psalmist

in the Bible who cries out to God in his
agony, Lord, how long? In Psalm 94:3,
the writer cries out about how long he
has to wait for the victory of his ene-
mies over him to subside. Why is God
allowing this to happen or even to con-
tinue? In other psalms, we read that
the writer is confused about why God
hides Himself (Pss. 13:1; 89:46). There
is uncertainty about when God will
come through. Waiting for God to act
can sometimes be difficult for us.
While life is often painfully uncertain,

the Bible promises us the good results
from a God who never ceases to love
us. At times, it might seem like He is an-
gry with us, but His Word reminds us
that from His perspective, He has His
hand on the thermostat of our lives and
knows when to control it in our favor.
Psalm 30:5 assures us that “His anger
endureth but a moment; in his favour is
life: weeping may endure for a night,
but joy cometh in the morning.”
As in the story of Elijah during a time

of severe famine, when we do not know
where our resources will come from, that
is when the ravens show up with the
bread straight from God Himself (I Kings
17:6). When God is with us, we have no
reason to fear in times of uncertainty. He
has promised to be with us at all times.
He is the One who has assured us that
“I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”
(Heb. 13:5; cf. Deut. 31:8; Josh. 1:5).
If ever there was a time of uncer-

tainty in the lives of Jesus’ disciples, it
was when He announced to them that
He was going away and leaving them.
They, however, were too distraught to
hear the full message. He reminded
them that He would leave His Holy
Spirit with them who would be with
them at all times (John 16:7).
Whether it is war, or Zika, or a press-

ing problem that does not seem to go
away, our God has promised to stand
with us in our anguish, and His pres-
ence is all we need, just as a child feels
safe when his mother is there. He will
never leave us nor forsake us. H

What’s in a Word?

Saints, Precious
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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BEFORE examining the specific text
in question, it is best to consider

the context of the passage. The trans-
figuration (Matt. 17:1-13) is one of the
central events of Jesus’ earthly min-
istry. Christmas celebrates the advent
of Christ to earth, and Good Friday
and Easter recognize Jesus’ death
and resurrection, respectively. But a
lesser-known day on the church cal-
endar is August 6, Transfiguration Day.
Jesus led three of His closest disci-

ples up a mountain and was transfig-
ured before them. In other words, His
whole appearance was glorified with a
bright light. Moses and Elijah appeared
and conversed with Jesus. Peter im-
petuously suggested that they build
shelters for Jesus and His guests, but
He was interrupted by the voice of God
the Father announcing the need to lis-
ten to Jesus above all others.
As Jesus and the three disciples de-

scended the mountain, Jesus answered
questions related to Elijah and the one
who represented Elijah’s return—John
the Baptist. Jesus ominously explained
that just as John the Baptist was hated
and killed, so would He.
No doubt, thoughts of their Messi-

ah’s death, as well as more questions,
filled the disciples’ minds. They de-
scended the mountain and were al-
most immediately greeted by a crowd
of people and one man in particular
with a desperate plea.

THE MIRACLE (Matt. 17:14-18)
An unnamed man kneeled before

Jesus, showing reverence for some-
one he thought could help him. He
told Jesus that his son was pos-

sessed by a demon and that the de-
mon was forcing his son into fire and
water. Imagine, for a moment, what it

would be like to ex-
perience the terror
of this father.  No
parent enjoys think-
ing of their child ex-
periencing pains
such as a broken
bone or conflict with
friends. Here, per-
haps the most terri-
ble circumstances
imaginable over-
whelmed this child,
controlled by a de-
mon who wanted to
use him to taunt the
Messiah. However,
Jesus would use the
painful experience

to bring the disciples (and us) a valu-
able lesson on faith.
Jesus responded to the man’s plea

in a way that may seem strange and
unfeeling to us today. Instead of im-
mediately exercising the demon, Je-
sus proclaimed, “O faithless and per-
verse generation, how long shall I be
with you?” (Matt. 17:17). Jesus was
not trying to prolong the boy’s suffer-
ing or his father’s anxiety, but He was
addressing the lack of faith He knew
was in the audience and especially in
the disciples, as evidenced by the fa-
ther’s words— “I brought him to thy
disciples, and they could not cure
him” (vs. 16).
Jesus compelled the demon to de-

part from the boy, but more of a last-
ing impact to the disciples were Jesus’
accusing words. Why did Jesus say
such things? What was missing in
their ministry? 

THE LESSON (Matt. 17:19-23)
Likely eager to get an answer quick-

ly, the disciples took Jesus aside and
asked, “Why could not we cast him
out?” Jesus answered very directly:
“Because of your unbelief.”
This simple but pointed answer be-

gan an important lesson on faith. Ob-
viously, something was missing in the
disciples’ understanding of Jesus and
His directive to cast out demons
through the power of the Holy Spirit
(cf. Matt. 10:1). Such a lack of faith is
both evidenced and illustrated by the
context of this chapter.
It can sometimes be easy to think of

the disciples as men who consistently
possessed extraordinary faith in their

Lord. It is both encouraging and
sobering to read the New Testament’s
various accounts of the disciples’ em-
barrassing lack of faith. 
One such example is found in

Matthew 16:8, in which Jesus tells His
disciples that they lack faith in not un-
derstanding that His mention of bread
was not because they lacked bread,
but because they needed to beware
the teaching of the Pharisees and
Sadducees. After all, Jesus’ miracu-
lous feeding of the five thousand
proved that want of bread would nev-
er be a problem for Him! Perhaps most
impactful, however, is Peter’s rebuke
of Jesus and condemnation of His
prophesized crucifixion, an event that
occurred only days before Jesus’
transfiguration and this particular ex-
orcism (cf. Matt. 16:21-23).
Jesus began His lesson on faith by

pointing to the mustard seed: “If ye
have faith as a grain of mustard seed,
ye shall say unto this mountain, Re-
move hence to yonder place; and it
shall remove; and nothing shall be im-
possible unto you” (Matt. 17:20). The
mustard seed is not an uncommon il-
lustration in Jesus’ teachings, and it is
obvious that Jesus is referring to an
extremely small seed to powerfully
demonstrate that it is not the amount
of faith that matters but rather the ob-
ject of one’s faith. In other words, both
Jesus’ early disciples and His modern
disciples must have faith in Jesus and
His plan as revealed in God’s Word.
Some modern teachers submit that

if you have enough faith, anything is
possible for you. They even cite this
passage, echoing Jesus’ words:
“Nothing shall be impossible unto
you.” Many divert from Jesus’ teach-
ing in one important matter, however,
by emphasizing the will of the Chris-
tian rather than the will of Christ. I have
personally encountered individuals
who were told that they or their loved
ones were not healed of a particular
disease or life saved from a tragedy
because they did not exercise enough
faith; or they knew of someone who
was delivered because of their great
faith. This is a misleading and danger-
ous application of the text.
Jesus’ lesson on faith must be un-

derstood in both its immediate and
overall biblical context. In Matthew 17,
Jesus taught His disciples, in light of
their recent failure to cast out a de-
mon, to recognize that “this kind goeth
not out but by prayer and fasting” (vs.
21). In other words, the disciples did

Sermon

and God’s Plan
Matthew 17:14-23

BY J.A. LITTLER, M.DIV.
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merable God-sent circumstances to
which the Lord calls us to respond in
faith. A quiet life with the stereotypical
“white picket fence” shelter from the
troubles of the world is a dream that
has no place in the Christian life. We
should enjoy blessings of house and
home, indeed, but such is no shelter in
which to cower from the unexpected
calls to faith that so consistently mark
the Christian life.
Be aware of the spiritual warfare all

around you. We may not encounter
demons the same way the disciples
did on that day long ago. However,
we are in the midst of a spiritual bat-
tle as we “we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places”
(Eph. 6:12). Spiritual warfare more
commonly comes in battling the
temptation to sin and abandon faith
in Jesus Christ’s will. The Christian is
tempted every day to be like the dis-
ciples in their early walk with Christ,
ignorant of the fuller plan of redemp-
tion and looking at Jesus through the
blurred spiritual vision of their hu-
manity.
You must instead be on guard with

faith in Jesus Christ and find refuge in
Him rather than the vain offerings of
this world, dangerous trifles that Satan
and his demons will deceptively ad-
vertise each and every day.
Continually have faith in the Lord

and His revealed will. Believers today
have something the disciples in
Matthew 17 did not—the full revelation
of Scripture. The New Testament was
not even written yet, but Jesus held
them accountable to the Old Testa-
ment and the prophesies concerning
Him (cf. Luke 4:17-21).
Are you being informed by and guid-

ed by the authority of Scripture? Are
you lending an ear to other sources
such as television, radio, or social me-
dia, and allowing them to fashion your
understanding of Jesus and humanity
rather than God’s Word? The disciples
finally grasped the revealed plan of Je-
sus but not until after humiliating
bouts of doubt that called for Jesus’
loving patience. Might we feel blessed
that we have such a divine resource
and submit to its council so that our
faith in Christ might be found genuine,
complete, and ever calling us to obe-
dient action. H

as, during the walk down from the
Mount of Transfiguration. So then why
does Scripture say that Jesus’ disci-
ples “were exceeding sorry” (Matt.
17:23)?
Consider that “sorry” as used here

does not mean that the disciples were
sorry they had missed something
much like we might be sorry for for-
getting someone’s birthday. The
Greek word is lupeō, which means
“grieved.” Despite repeated warnings,
the disciples were grieved time after
time. They would not truly grasp the
reality of Jesus’ words until they wit-
nessed the resurrected Lord. John
even soberly reported his and Peter’s
ignorance as the events of the resur-
rection were transpiring: “Then went in
also that other disciple, which came
first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and
believed. For as yet they knew not the
scripture, that he must rise again from
the dead” (John 20:8-9).
The testimony of the disciples in this

instance represents something that is
both encouraging and sobering. It is
encouraging insomuch that the Lord
was patient with His disciples. Despite
suffering their rebukes and seemingly
unending lack of faith, the Lord con-
tinued to love His disciples, died on
the cross for them, and used them
mightily to announce His gospel to the
world. Indeed, the book of Acts is a
testament to the Lord’s patience with
heroes of the faith like Peter and
James, who accomplished great
things in His name and through the
power of the Spirit.

APPLICATION
This section of Matthew 17 does not

seem to have a happy conclusion or
even a resolution to the confusion that
so clouded the minds of Jesus’ disci-
ples. While we may encounter differ-
ent attempts of the enemy to cloud our
minds, we have the same call to carry
out the Great Commission to “preach
the gospel to every creature” (Mark
16:15). With that in mind, at least three
points of application can be made:
Expect the unexpected as you fol-

low Jesus. This point was made in our
previous examination of Matthew 17’s
opening verses, but it still is in view
here. Certainly, the disciples did not
expect to have such a sobering lesson
on faith taught to them after a humili-
ating failure to carry out the task of ex-
ercising a demon.
Likewise, you and I will face innu-

not have a proper understanding of
their mission as well as active spiritu-
al discipline in their lives (“prayer and
fasting”). Our prayers for healing, feel-
ings of emotional or financial security,
or even the salvation of an unsaved
loved one may be misguided by our
selfishness if we are not informing our
faith in the Lord with the necessity of
His will being done in His time (cf.
Matt. 26:39).
As you ask in faith for the Lord to

bring healing, you may find that He is
using the pain and illness (and ac-
companying spiritual attack) to refine
you as He did for Job (Job 23:10) and
Paul (II Cor. 12:9). You may find that
the Lord is answering your prayers re-
garding finances by simultaneously
disciplining your understanding of
what it means to be satisfied in Him.
Moreover, you may discover that the
Lord wants you to be more proactive
in witnessing to the unsaved friend or
family member for whom you have
been desperately praying.
So, the “nothing” in Matthew

17:20’s “nothing shall be impossible
unto you” refers originally to Jesus’
specific mission for His disciples.
Likewise, the “nothing” for us today
refers to whatever is involved in best
living for, worshipping, and represent-
ing Christ on this side of eternity. The
disciples failed to fully grasp and obey
the redemptive plans of Jesus, name-
ly His imminent death and crucifixion.
As we examine Jesus’ words to His
disciples on that subject, consider
whether your faith is likewise misdi-
rected and what spiritual discipline
might be necessary to genuinely obey
Jesus’ lesson on faith.
Indeed, the disciples’ lack of faith as

it concerned the demon-possessed
boy is directly related to Jesus and
their understanding of His earthly min-
istry. Note how Scripture begins Jesus’
discussion on the crucifixion: “while
they abode in Galilee” (Matt. 17:22).
So, it is obvious that this discussion did
not occur right after Jesus rebuked His
disciples for their lack of faith. Though
it occurred some time later, it never-
theless reveals why the disciples
struggled to fulfill their mission of cast-
ing out demons in the Lord’s name.
Ironically, as mentioned before, it

was nothing new for Jesus to divulge
the details of or at least allude to His
crucifixion and resurrection. He had
done so after commending Peter for
His faith (and was subsequently re-
buked by His own disciple!), as well
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A REMARKABLE DISCOVERY
On March 17, 1967, a Dutch ar-

chaeological team, led by University of
Leiden Professor Henk J. Franken,
was engaged in the ongoing excava-
tion of Tell Deir Alla, Jordan. The an-
cient site is located about a mile north
of the biblical Jabbok River (today
called the Zerqa) on the east side of
the Jordan River. Most scholars iden-
tify Deir Alla with biblical Succoth
where Jacob settled with his family
(Gen. 33:17), and near which he
“wrestled” with an angel (Gen. 32:24-
32).
Andre Lemaire, a Tell Deir Alla schol-

ar, sets the stage for the most remark-
able discovery at the ancient site. He
writes: “During the eighth to seventh
centuries B.C., long after Jacob’s time,
Deir Alla was an important city, proba-
bly more than ten acres in size. It was
in the archaeological levels from this
city that the Dutch expedition was dig-
ging on that fateful Friday in 1967. An
Arab foreman named Ali Abdul-Rasul
suddenly noticed traces of letters on
tiny pieces of plaster among the debris
the workers were cleaning up”
(Lemaire, Andre. “Fragments from the
Book of Balaam Found at Deir Alla,”
Biblical Archaeology Review, Sep/Oct
1985, p. 27).
According to Lemaire, the discovery

was both stunning and its impact con-
tagious. In his words, “Excitement
spread like wildfire through the camp.
Excavation stopped, and the entire
team concentrated on taking all pos-
sible steps to preserve whatever was
left of the writing. . . . The discovery
seemed so important that, for the last
two weeks of the season, the normal
work of excavation ceased while
everyone concentrated on the in-
scribed plaster fragments” (Lemaire,
pp. 27-28).
Lemaire notes further that elation

over the discovery was by no means
confined to the Deir Alla excavators.
As he explains, “The excitement in
the Biblical community mounted with
a rumor (that was later confirmed)
that the inscribed plaster fragments

contained a reference to ‘the seer
Balaam, son of Beor,’ so well known
from the Bible (Numbers 22–24)”
(Lemaire, p. 28).
News of this discovery spread

quickly and drew eminent scholars
from such notable institutions as the
Jordanian Department of Antiquities,
the American Schools of Oriental Re-
search, and the French Ecole Biblique
et Archeologique. Other prominent
scholars came to participate in the ex-
citement as well (Lemaire, p. 28).

THE BIBLICAL BALAAM AND DEIR
ALLA 
The Deir Alla inscription recounts

the prophetic pronouncements of a
“seer” or “prophet” named Balaam.
The immediate question that natural-
ly arose concerned the connection, if
any, between the Deir Alla Balaam
and the Old Testament Balaam de-
scribed in Numbers 22—24 and al-
luded to in several other Bible pas-
sages from Deuteronomy (23:3-6) to
Revelation (2:14). As stated already,

in Lemaire’s estimation, the connec-
tion was evident. Noted archaeolo-
gist Bryant G. Wood heartily concurs.
But upon what evidence is this con-
clusion based?
The first line of evidence is in the

Deir Alla inscription text itself. Wood
frames the question and answer as
follows: “Could this be the Balaam of
the Old Testament? The text makes it
clear that it is. Three times in the first
four lines he is referred to as ‘Balaam
son of Beor,’ exactly as in the Bible”
(Wood, Bryant “Bible Personages in
Archaeology: Balaam Son of Beor,”
Bible and Spade, Autumn 1995, p.
114). While the name, as it appears in
lines one and two of the Deir Alla in-
scription, has a few missing letters, it
is nevertheless fully recognizable. In
any case, in line four the name is pre-
served complete without any omis-
sions or breaks in the text, making
identification in all three occurrences
unmistakable. 
Another indicator of the connection

between the Deir Alla text and the
book of Numbers passage, is the fact
that the former was discovered in the
same general area where the events of
the latter occurred. The setting for
both was the east side of the Jordan
River. The ancient site of Deir Alla, sit-
uated roughly halfway between the
Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, is
about 25 miles north of the plains of
Moab. It was on those plains that the

Deir Alla, Jordan: 
“Balaam, the Son of Beor”

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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“Amos earthquake” at archaeological
sites in the Middle East. With his work
concluded, Franz stated: “I gave [my
research data] to Dr. Steve Austin at
the Institute for Creation Research.
Using a modified Mercalli scale, he
was able to suggest that the epicenter
was probably located to the northeast
of Hazor in Lebanon. Austin based his
suggestion on the direction of the col-
lapsed and leaning walls and isoseis-
mals” (Franz, Gordon. “The Earth-
quake in the Days of the Prophet
Amos and King Uzziah,” Bible and
Spade, Summer 2012, p. 79).
Dr. Austin’s final conclusion about

the earthquake’s intensity was stag-
gering. Franz writes: “ He . . . proposed
that the magnitude of this earthquake
was about 8.2 on the Richter scale!
This earthquake was the largest in the
last 4,000 years on the Dead Sea-Jor-
dan Rift” (Franz, p. 79). In light of this,
it is little wonder that Zechariah, writ-
ing two centuries later in the sixth-
century B.C., not only recalled this
seismic event, but also related it to an
equally devastating earthquake that
will occur at Christ’s second advent
(Zech. 14:4-5).

BIBLE CRITICS AND THE BALAAM
TEXT
The discovery at Deir Alla, as is so

often the case with archaeological
work, poses an insurmountable
threat to Bible critics’ beliefs. As
Wood explains: “The Deir Alla text
presents a problem to those who dis-
miss the Biblical account of the Exo-
dus, Wilderness Wanderings and
Conquest as legendary, as is the
trend in scholarship today. It is clear
that Balaam was a real person who
operated on the east side of the Jor-
dan River. He was known as a curs-
ing prophet and continued to be
revered hundreds of years after his
death” (Wood, p. 116).
Wood goes on to say, “[Balaam’s]

persona as revealed in the Deir Alla
text precisely matches that of the Bal-
aam of Numbers 22—24. If Balaam
was a real person, what about Balak,
Moses, Joshua and all of the other
persons named in the Biblical narra-
tive? They must have been real as
well, and the events described au-
thentic” (Wood, p. 116). Once again,
archaeological discovery upholds the
historical accuracy of the biblical text
and the veracity of its message. H

row general consensus regarding the
date of the Balaam inscription has
been reached. Based on their excava-
tions at Deir Alla, Moawiyeh Ibrahim
from the Jordanian Department of An-
tiquities and Gerrit van der Kooij of the
University of Leiden determined that
the pottery in the archaeological stra-
tum in which the inscribed plaster
fragments were discovered must be
dated to the eighth century B.C. This
conclusion was further confirmed by
radiocarbon dating tests as well as by
Paleographical analysis. 
Furthermore, classification of the

cursive Aramaic script in which the
Balaam text is written also points to an
eighth-century B.C. date (Lemaire, p.
29). But the most intriguing factor in-
volving the inscription’s date centers
on a Bible prophecy of an eighth-cen-
tury earthquake. Two years before it
occurred, the prophet Amos predicted
the earthquake would strike during the
reign of King Uzziah of Judah (Amos
1:1). 

THE “AMOS EARTHQUAKE”
While this inscription had been re-

produced on a grand scale on a build-
ing wall, what the excavators found
was only plaster fragments in two sep-
arate piles (designated Group I and
Group II) mingled with the rubble of the
building. Wood explains what caused
such thorough destruction. He writes:
“According to the excavators’ dating,
the disaster was most likely the severe
earthquake which occurred in the time
of King Uzziah (Azariah) and the
prophet Amos in about 760 B.C. (Amos
1:1; Zech. 14:5). The lower part of the
text shows signs of wear, indicating
that it had been on the wall for some
time prior to the earthquake” (Wood,
p. 115).
The Jordan River Valley is no

stranger to earthquakes. But this seis-
mic event was clearly exceptional. As
Lemaire states, it “produc[ed] numer-
ous cracks and shifts in the archaeo-
logical strata” at Deir Alla, and was
“probably felt throughout Palestine”
(Lemaire, p. 30). Archaeologists have
reported evidence of mid-eighth-cen-
tury B.C. earthquake destruction at
Beersheba, Lachish, Hazor, Gezer,
and other ancient sites.
Gordon Franz, a Bible teacher who

has engaged in extensive archaeolog-
ical research in Israel and the Mediter-
ranean world, made a comprehensive
study of the destruction caused by the

Israelites camped before crossing the
Jordan to commence their conquest
of Canaan. 
A third compelling reason for con-

necting the biblical Balaam with the
Deir Alla prophet of that name is the
fact that both were what Wood calls,
“cursing prophets.” Wood explains
that “Balaam evidently was well
known as a ‘cursing prophet,’ for Bal-
ak specifically summoned Balaam for
the purpose of cursing Israel (see
Num. 22:6). Much of the Deir Alla text
was given to curses uttered by the
prophet” (Wood, p. 115).
The evidence identifying the Deir

Alla prophet with the biblical Balaam
is so clear that there is no serious
challenge to this conclusion. Based
on this conviction, Wood states the
great significance of the Deir Alla text
in these terms: “This represents the
first Old Testament prophet to be dug
up in Bible lands—not his tomb or his
skeleton, but a text about him. The
text also represents the first prophe-
cy of any scope from the ancient
West Semitic world to be found out-
side the Old Testament, and the first
extra-Biblical example of a prophet
proclaiming doom to his own people”
(Wood, p. 114).

DATING THE BALAAM
INSCRIPTION
Because events associated with

Balaam cover a lengthy time span, any
consideration of dates regarding
records of his activities can become
somewhat confusing. Since Balaam’s
actions in Numbers 22—24 are direct-
ly related to Israel’s preparation for the
conquest of Canaan, a date around
1400 B.C. is certain. And for reasons
that will become evident, a mid-
eighth-century B.C. date for the Deir
Alla inscription can be established.
But there is a date between these two
chronological markers that must re-
main elusive.
In this regard, Wood explains that:

“Written in Aramaic, the [Deir Alla] text
begins with the title ‘Warnings from
the Book of Balaam the son of Beor.
He was a seer of the gods.’ . . . The ref-
erence to the ‘Book of Balaam’ indi-
cates that the text was part of a pre-
existing document and therefore the
original date of the material is much
earlier than the plaster text itself”
(Wood, p. 115).
However, while a date for this origi-

nal document is unknown, a fairly nar-
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WHEN Jesus encountered the
blind man Bartimaeus, son of

Timaeus (Mark 10:46-52), He had just
unveiled the last of the three Passion
predictions, in which He explained the
suffering and death that awaited Him in
Jerusalem (vss. 32-34). Jesus was leav-
ing Jericho on the way to His destiny in
Jerusalem, and Bartimaeus was beg-
ging on the roadside. The identification
of Bartimaeus, by not only his given
name but his father’s name as well, is
unusually precise and detailed for Mark.
It signifies, therefore, an important en-
counter in Mark’s narrative.
The use of Bartimaeus’s name and

his father’s name indicate the historical
dimension of this encounter and sug-
gests that Bartimaeus became a disci-
ple after his healing, since he “followed
Jesus in the way” or as some transla-
tions put it, “on the road” (vs. 52). The
memory of the healing on the way to
Jerusalem might also have remained
especially significant in the minds of the
disciples because of its timing, since in
Mark it is the last of Jesus’ healings dur-
ing His ministry and before His arrest.
But there is more to it than these con-
vincing historical and narrative explana-
tions. The importance of this encounter
has to do with persistence: “What
things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive them, and ye
shall have them” (Mark 11:24).
When Bartimaeus hears that Jesus is

nearby, “he began to cry out, and say,
Jesus, thou Son of David, have mercy on
me.” (10:47). Bartimaeus understands
Jesus’ identity, for it is the first time in the
Gospel of Mark that anyone has identi-
fied Jesus as “the son of David,” one of
the most significant of the Messianic ti-
tles, connecting its bearer to the histori-
cal David and the Davidic kingship.
The response of the disciples is

telling. “Many charged him that he
should hold his peace” (vs. 48), and
these many included Jesus’ apostles
and other followers. The verb used here,
epitimaō, has the sense of scolding, re-
buking or censuring with contempt.

People told him, basically, to shut up.
To Bartimaeus’s credit, he would not

give up on seeking the Lord’s atten-
tion: “he cried the more a great deal,
Thou son of David, have mercy on me”
(vs. 48). Why would you give up on
hope if the Son of David is walking by?
It is curious why that at this point, long
into Jesus’ ministry, the disciples are
telling blind men who call to Jesus to
leave Him alone. It gives us a glimpse
into their stubborn lack of under-
standing Jesus’ mission of mercy and
the nature of their Messiah.
Bartimaeus had something those

followers of Jesus lacked—the under-
standing that even if he were physical-
ly (and spiritually?) blind, he knew
where to go for the cure. He had faith
in the mercy of Jesus, and he would
not be put off by the disciples shooing
him away as a nuisance.
Jesus stopped and commanded His

disciples to call Bartimaeus to Him; so
they went to the blind beggar saying,
“Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth
thee” (vs. 49). Bartimaeus needed no
further invitation, and “casting away his
garment, rose, and came to Jesus” (vs.
50). Jesus’ question, “What wilt thou
that I should do unto thee?” (vs. 51), is
more powerful when you imagine it vi-
sually rather than simply as words on
the page. Remember, Bartimaeus had
twice called out to the Son of David to
have mercy on him. What exactly could
this blind man begging at the side of the
road want?
Jesus knew exactly what he wanted,

what the sum of persistent prayer is in
this context. But He wanted Barti-
maeus to say aloud his prayer, not for
Jesus’ sake or to exasperate Barti-
maeus, but for the sake of the disciples
and the crowd, some of whom mo-
ments before were telling him to shut
up and leave the Master alone. Barti-
maeus simply asked, “Lord, that I might
receive my sight” (vs. 51). Jesus’ re-
sponse was just as direct, “Go thy way;
thy faith hath made thee whole” (vs.
52). Bartimaeus’s faith and persistent

prayer led to Jesus’ mercy, and Jesus’
mercy led to spiritual discipleship, not
just physical sight, as Bartimaeus did
not go on his way, departing from Je-
sus, but he “followed Jesus in the way”
(vs. 52).
Bartimaeus’s discipleship was the re-

sult of Jesus’ mercy and the example of
why persistent prayer must be a con-
sistent practice of the born-again Chris-
tian. Who do we tell today to not cease
praying, to continue seeking the Messi-
ah’s mercy in prayer? Bartimaeus at the
side of the road is an example for all
those at the brink of giving up on hope.
Bartimaeus’s experience of persistent
prayer is an invitation to never cease
praying to be heard. Jesus will listen
and heal those who call out to Him.
We find this act of persistent prayer

in the psalmist’s cry to the Lord, “O
Lord my God, I cried unto thee, and
thou hast healed me” (Ps. 30:2). We
should avoid the temptation to resign
to circumstances. Indeed, our persist-
ence in prayer can be all the more en-
hanced by faithfulness in the midst of
our own trials, where we can glory in
our infirmities, so that the power of
Christ may rest on us (II Cor. 12:9).
The letter to the Hebrews highlights

that point, insisting that being subject-
ed to weakness helps the persistent
and prayerful born-again Christian to
minister to “the ignorant, and on them
that are out of the way” (5:2). With per-
sistent prayer, the born-again Christian
experiences and bears witness to the
love and presence of God right in the
heart of his everyday activities, what-
ever they may be. In other words, our
persistent prayers help us to recognize
Jesus as Lord of our lives. Jesus saves
when we call on Him. He saves us from
the blindness that comes from sin. He
saves us from the timidity that comes
from lack of faith. He saves us from the
imprisonment of our own delusions,
our greed, and our anger.
We ought to be like Bartimaeus. We

ought not to be hindered by fear or in-
timidation. In persistent prayer, we let
the Lord into our lives, and with His
help, take off the blinders that keep us
from seeing and tear down the walls
that keep our hearts and minds from
coming to life. We too can follow Je-
sus, and bear witness to how the reign
of God is indeed being established in
our lives. H

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

The Sum of Persistent 
Prayer

BY CYRIL LATZOO, PH.D.
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Praise God when the night is darkest;
Praise Him when all hope seems

gone;
Praise the Lord, despite the devil—

Praise God ’til the vict’ry’s won!

Praise Him, though on bed you lan-
guish,

Body racked with severe pain;
Praise God for His grace sustaining,

Grace that’s there, sunshine or rain!

Praise God when you’re feeling lonely
And you think that no one cares;

In your heartache, disappointment,
Pain, and loneliness He shares!

Praise the Lord while you are working,
Long although the hours be;

Seek to be a faithful witness:
Let God, in you, others see!

God will never leave or forsake you—
On His Word you can rely!

Praise Him daily, come whatever,
’Til you see Him, by and by. H

—James R. Heaney.

God hath before ordained that we
should walk in them.”
There can be no disagreement with

the thoughts of David when he tells us
that “it is a good thing to give thanks
unto the Lord” (Ps. 92:1) because He
has taken away our sin, covered us with
His mantle of love, and created new
hearts within us. Romans 12:1 com-
mands you as a believer to present
“your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable unto God,” which is a way of
worshipping the Lord. And verse 2 com-
mands you to live a life that is pleasing
unto God by being “not conformed to
this world” but by being “transformed
by the renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of God.”
When our sin was removed and we

are one in Christ, then we can see
things through the eyes of eternity and
not just wanting pleasures of the life
that will soon be gone. 
Only the perfect love of God can re-

move sin and bring us a sure hope of
better things to come. Titus 2:13-14
encourages us, “Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious ap-
pearing of the great God and our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for
us, that he might redeem us from all in-
iquity, and purify unto himself a pecu-
liar people, zealous of good works.”
The bottom line is that we alone can

never reach anything near a state of
perfection, but as we surrender all to
the finished work of Christ while in our
earthly vessels, we will be perfected
through Him. 
As we wait for Christ’s return, and

daily strive against sin, may we be able
to say with Paul, “I have fought a good
fight, I finished my course, I have kept
the faith” (II Tim. 4:7). H

If you have a question about the
Bible that you would like us to answer,
please send it to: Bible Bookmark,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

Q. The Bible tells us that we should
be perfect. Matthew 5:48 says, “Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father
which is in heaven is perfect,” but no
matter how hard I try, I am always falling
short of that goal. How can anyone in
this life be perfect?
A.Most people deal with this problem

by just accepting failure with the excuse
that “I am not perfect” and hence, living
short of God’s goal.
However, God, who is perfect, has of-

fered to all a new and perfect relationship
with Him by providing a perfect salva-
tion. It is perfect because it glorifies God.
When we give thanks to the Lord, we de-
clare that what He does is good and per-
fect. The Apostle Paul confirms this in
Romans 8:28 “And we know that all
things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose.” God’s pur-
pose never changes because God will
always be perfect.

Perfection on this side of eternity is
impossible, but we Christians need to
change and be transformed into a new
creation, no longer burdened with the
sinful nature we inherited from Adam.
Paul wrote, “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new” (II Cor. 5:17). The greatest
pursuit that anyone can seek is to be rec-
onciled to God and to seek to live for the
Lord, putting behind us our desire to sin,
which separates us from God’s peace.
Jesus said that He came to give us full,
rich, and abundant spiritual lives, now
striving for perfection.
The Christian journey on the road to

perfection begins with God’s goodness
that was evidenced in His love for all
mankind when He sent His Son to die
in our stead. Because of that, we can
now live in harmony with God. 
This is not something that any of us

can do alone. Jesus came to glorify the
Father by His obedience to the Cross so
that we can live transformed lives, lead-
ing to good works. Ephesians 2:10 says,
“For we are his workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which

Bible Bookmark

Is It Possible to Be Perfect?
BY GEORGE A. DOWNES

Praise the Lord
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PASTOR TOM LUCATORTA is the
epitome of a man who has expe-

rienced time in “God’s classroom.” He
currently pastors Heritage Baptist
Church in Anderson, California. 
Heritage Baptist was founded in De-

cember of 2004. In December of 2008,
the congregation purchased a much
larger facility, which sits on the out-
skirts of a low-income section of town,
directly across the street from the fair-
grounds. Both have become great
mission fields. Because of Pastor
Tom’s desire to be a faithful man of
God, the church has ministered to
hundreds of children, and people from
all walks of life. 
Recently, Pastor Tom put together

a timeline of his life. He was as-
tounded to see the people and defi-
nite steps God used to call and
equip him for ministry. From his
kindergarten days until he was a
senior in high school, his family at-
tended a church that neither taught,
nor believed the Bible was the in-
errant word of God. Liberalism and
modernism was drilled into his head.
No focus was placed on the truth of

Christ’s saving power. 
In spite of that setting, and teach-

ing, Pastor Tom remembers how sen-
sitive his heart was to God. When he
was five years old, his great Uncle
Mel, an evangelist to blind children,
shared God’s plan of salvation with
him, and Pastor Tom gave his heart to
the Lord. He said, “I knew little of God,
but I knew He had His hand on me.” 
Uncle Mel had been a practicing

atheist, but when he was a young
man, he lost his eyesight in an ex-
plosion. Two weeks after the acci-
dent, he was saved, and for the rest
of his life he was a powerful witness
for Christ. 
Pastor Tom states that his uncle had

a tremendous influence on him. Uncle
Mel’s testimony was, “I am glad I lost
my eyesight for what I learned in Je-
sus Christ.” 
When Pastor Tom was seventeen

years old, his uncle died. Prior to his
death, he wrote a small booklet shar-
ing his conversion and his walk of
faith. That little booklet would play a
big part in Pastor Tom’s Christian
growth. 

CALL TO THE MINISTRY
The third incident God used to feed

Pastor Tom’s inquisitive and growing
faith happened when a girl in his
church was allowed to read a story
about missionaries who led people to
Christ. As she read, Pastor Tom was
deeply touched. God spoke to him,
and even though he did not fully un-
derstand what was taking place in his
heart, two things became very clear.
First, he knew he was being called to
the ministry. Second, he knew he
wanted to be a missionary. 
From that point, he began reading

his Bible and his Uncle Mel’s booklet,
over and over. He also chose to listen
only to Christian radio. He read books
that told of great men of faith, such as
Billy Sunday. 
He read one book, which was about

missionaries, who were stationed in
South Vietnam. When he read of the
atrocities that were inflicted on the
Vietnamese Christians by the Com-
munists, it gripped his heart. Little did
he know how profound this informa-
tion was, and what part it would play
later in his life. 
The next lesson that spurred him on

to develop his spiritual growth hap-
pened when he was working at Dis-
neyland. Sometimes he sat alone
reading his Bible during breaks. One
day a popular young woman left her
group of friends and joined him. She
asked questions to which he did not
have the answers. They agreed to
meet again, but within just a few days
she was killed in a car accident. Pas-
tor Tom was devastated and remem-
bers saying to God, “Lord, Cheri’s in
eternity, but I don’t know where. Teach
me how to lead people to Christ.” 
He was now college age and knew

he had to stop attending his family’s
church. He did not know what he would
do next, but once again, God inter-
vened. Pastor Tom was still working for
Disneyland, and one day, when he was
in deep contemplation seeking God’s
will for his life, one of Disneyland’s
street sweepers came by and stopped
to talk. After Pastor Tom shared some
of his heartfelt concerns, the street
sweeper suggested he go to Biola Bible
College, and that is what he did. 
The first course he took was biblical

history. He testifies that during the
course, the light of truth began to
shine in his heart. 
One day, as he left the classroom, he

walked across campus holding the

Testimonies of Faith

In God’s Classroom
BY NANCY BAILEY

Pastor Tom Lucatorta



FALL QUARTER 2018 (177) 17

ple in his church’s congregation. 
He and Kathy have seven living chil-

dren, five sons and two daughters.
Their oldest son Tom currently serves
as a missionary to the Apache people
on the Regeneration Reservation.
Their other six children are active,
working members of fundamental
Baptist churches. 
Elizabeth would have been the

eighth child, but on May 12, 1993,
while Cathy was in her eighth month of
pregnancy and Pastor Tom was on a
missionary trip to Mexico, he got a call
telling him the baby’s life was failing.
Pastor Tom states he literally ran to
catch the first plane back to the states. 
When he got to the hospital, his baby

girl had been delivered by C-section,
but she did not survive. In addition,
Cathy had already had further surgery
to stop her from hemorrhaging. 
Pastor Tom speaks so tenderly

about his emotions as he held his baby
and then was told Kathy’s condition
was critical. She needed a third sur-
gery, and the prognosis was not good. 
A blessing came when the surgeon

who would perform the operation
stopped at the waiting room, which
was full of North Valley Church mem-
bers, and led them in prayer. Kathy
survived the surgery, but remained in
critical, then serious, condition for a
long time. She was not able to help
with her baby’s funeral arrangements
or select the casket. 
Pastor Tom shared how deeply he

loves his wife, and how much he
missed her during those hours. He
said, “I just kept thinking how much I
would like us to have a cup of coffee
together.” 
Pastor Tom clearly recognizes how

God used joyous and heartbreaking
experiences to grow him. 
The church he currently pastors

stands as a beacon for Christ. Their
old, but well-maintained, green bus
and smaller white van roll through
neighborhoods and local towns every
Sunday. Children and adults ride it
faithfully. 
Heritage Baptist Church holds reg-

ular services at a rescue mission and
local care facility. Prayer captains call
active and homebound attendees
every Saturday. A church prayer list is
updated once a week. 
Ministering and introducing people

to Christ is Pastor Tom’s call, and joy.
It is easy to see he has truly been a stu-
dent in God’s classroom. H

istry. He took Advanced Individual
Training (AIT) and Noncommissioned
Officers (NCO) school. He could have
been stationed in Germany, but he
chose to go to Vietnam. 
He was first stationed at Duc Trong

with A Battery 5/22 artillery, then at
Cam Ranh Bay with C Battery 6/32 ar-
tillery. He was section chief on a
175mm, self-propelled, heavy artillery
track weapon. It was the largest gun
used. 
While in Vietnam, he was able to vis-

it with a missionary family in Dalat. He
thought back to the earlier book he had
read about the atrocities Vietnamese
Christians face and soon learned first-
hand how true the stories were. 
A Vietnamese woman, who could

only communicate by using an Ameri-
can and Vietnamese dictionary, told
Pastor Tom that because she was a
Christian, the Viet Cong destroyed the
equipment she needed for her laundry
business. One time they tied her up on
a cot, and as they ran out the door,
they threw a grenade on top of her. It
did not explode, and she gave all the
glory to God. 
Even though he faced danger and

death over and over, Pastor Tom knew
God had given him a powerful ministry.
Like in Mexico, many of the South Viet-
namese had a desire to learn more
about Jesus. When Pastor Tom’s large
self-propelled gun rolled into villages,
he would sit on the platform and throw
Christian tracts to the people. 
After he returned home from his tour

in 1971, he attended the Pacific Coast
Baptist Bible College. That is where he
met his future wife, Kathy. They mar-
ried in 1972. She was, and is, the love
of his life and a strong partner in the
ministry. 
In 1974, while serving as a coun-

selor for a youth camp, he dove into
the lake, hit the top of his head on a
rock, and broke his neck. He walked
about 100 yards to the first aid room.
They braced his neck, and when he ar-
rived at the hospital, he was diag-
nosed as having a “hangman’s break.”
Except for the protection of the Lord
he would have been paralyzed. As his
life unfolded, he realized that God
spared him because there were many
years of ministry planned for his life. 
In addition to the aforementioned

ministries, he has served as youth
pastor, senior pastor, young adult
leader, counselor, bus ministry direc-
tor, church school director, and most
important, as shepherd to God’s peo-

Bible above his head, and not caring
who heard him, he repeated over and
over, “The Bible is the final authority.” It
is no surprise that he makes the same
declaration from the pulpit today. 

STEPPING INTO MINISTRY
As keen as his heart was to the Lord,

Pastor Tom was timid and afraid to
speak in front of any group, for any
reason; but he began recognizing that
those whom God calls, He also
equips. 
His learning how to share the gospel

was taking place in steps, first as a
teacher in Child Evangelism Fellow-
ship. This happened when he became
acquainted with a man who was a
street preacher in the greater Los An-
geles area. Pastor Tom asked if he
could go along, and the preacher
agreed. When the preacher stood on a
street corner and began to share the
gospel, Pastor Tom became embar-
rassed. He went into a store to watch
through the window. 
When he saw the preacher leading

a man to the Lord, he came back out-
side. The preacher told him, “Now it’s
your turn. All you have to do is stand
here and read out loud the third chap-
ter of John.” Pastor Tom was able to
lead one man to the Lord, but was
threatened with bodily harm by anoth-
er. The number of people who stopped
to listen surprised him. There were
many who wanted to know more
about the Saviour. From that point, he
too became a street preacher in the
Los Angeles and Venice Beach area. 
In May of 1968, the Friends of Mex-

ico missionary team invited him to join
them on a mission trip to Mexico. He
soon discovered that Mexico was tru-
ly a pastor’s mission field. Thousands
of Mexican people were hungry for the
gospel. Many walked long distances
to hear the Word, and stayed as long
as the preaching lasted. 
His team handed out hundreds of

tracts. To keep up with the demand
from the crowds, they drove slowly up
and down streets, throwing tracts
from their car windows. 
God used all of these experiences to

supply Pastor Tom with the training he
needed to be a bold witness for Christ. 

A MAN OF GOD IN A STRANGE
LAND
In 1969, Pastor Tom received his

draft notice. At the time, it appeared to
be an unwanted disruption to his min-
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THANKSGIVING. The word evokes
nostalgic memories rooted in my

childhood. From the beginning of No-
vember right through to the designat-
ed day, the theme of Thanksgiving
was everywhere. We talked about it at
home and school, and we sang hymns
and learned verses about giving
thanks at church. We made construc-
tion paper turkeys and cornucopias to
decorate our dining room walls and
school hallways. Early on Thanksgiv-
ing morning, we children were awak-
ened by the pungent scent of sage
and the rhythmic sounds of celery and
onions being chopped in a large
wooden bowl as Mom prepared the in-
gredients for her traditional dressing. 
When our children were young, we

began our own traditions. Among
them was creating individual place
settings for the table that included a
special verse for each guest; and be-
fore dining, we went around the table
and each one shared something for
which he or she was thankful.
Today the secular world pays little

respect to the day set aside to give
thanks for God’s blessings. This year,
as the season of Thanksgiving ap-
proaches, many families will be hard-
pressed to gather their loved ones to-
gether. With the emphasis on
shopping, the sit-down meal will be
rushed. The relaxed, family-oriented
days after Thanksgiving have been re-
placed by the frantic rush to the
checkout line. 
When did we lose sight of the origi-

nal intentions of a day (or season) of
thanksgiving? More important, how
can we breath new life into the day set
aside to offer praise and thanksgiving
to God? 

ORIGINS OF THANKSGIVING
As children, we learned to associate

the origins of our present-day Thanks-
giving with the pilgrims. The harsh cli-
mate of the New World was not kind to
them, and during that first winter,
many died of disease and starvation.
In the spring of 1621, Native Ameri-

cans taught the few surviving Pilgrims

how to farm, fish, and hunt. To thank
God for His provisions, the Pilgrims in-
vited the natives to a grand feast the
following autumn. “To these people of
strong Christian faith, this was not
merely a revel; it was also a joyous out-
pouring of gratitude” (“Thanksgiving
History,” plimoth.org). In 1623, Gover-
nor Bradford set aside another day as
a special time to offer thanks to God.
In 1676, a day of thanksgiving was
proclaimed by the governing council
of Charlestown, Massachusetts. The
Continental Congress of the United
States declared a national day of
thanks over one hundred years later, in
1777, for all citizens of the thirteen
colonies to give thanks for victory over
the British at the Battle of Saratoga. 

THANKSGIVING PROCLAMATIONS
President George Washington knew

the importance of giving thanks to our
Creator and Provider. On October 3,
1789, he issued a general proclama-
tion for a National Day of Thanksgiv-
ing. The proclamation said in part,
“Whereas it is the duty of all nations to
acknowledge the providence of
Almighty God, to obey His will, to be
grateful for His benefits, and humbly to
implore His protection and favor;
and—Whereas both Houses of Con-
gress have, by their joint committee,
requested me ‘to recommend to the
people of the United States a day of
public thanksgiving and prayer, to be
observed by acknowledging with
grateful hearts the many and signal fa-
vors of Almighty God’ . . . I do recom-
mend and assign Thursday, the 26th
day of November next, to be devoted
by the people of these States to the
service of that great and glorious Be-
ing who is the beneficient author of all
the good that was, that is, or that will
be; that we may then all unite in ren-
dering unto Him our sincere and hum-
ble thanks for His kind care and pro-
tection of the people of this country”
(“Washington’s Thanksgiving Procla-
mation,” heritage.org).
In 1827, Sarah Josepha Hale took

up the cause of creating a permanent,

national day of thanksgiving by writing
about it in her novel Northwood. Hale,
the editor of the Godey’s Lady’s Book,
campaigned to have Thanksgiving
recognized as a national holiday. Her
efforts succeeded in 1863 when she
convinced President Abraham Lincoln
that a national Thanksgiving might
serve to unite a war-torn country.
On October 3, 1863, President Lin-

coln issued a proclamation calling for
the observance of the last Thursday of
November as a national Day of
Thanksgiving. Part of the proclama-
tion stated, “The year that is drawing
towards its close, has been filled with
the blessings of fruitful fields and
healthful skies. To these bounties,
which are so constantly enjoyed that
we are prone to forget the source from
which they come, others have been
added, which are of so extraordinary a
nature, that they can not fail to pene-
trate and soften even the heart which
is habitually insensible to the ever
watchful providence of Almighty God
. . . I do therefore invite my fellow citi-
zens in every part of the United States,
and also those who are at sea and
those who are sojourning in foreign
lands, to set apart and observe the last
Thursday of November next, as a day
of Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the
Heavens” (www.abrahamlincolnon
line.org/lincoln/speeches/thank.htm).
On October 5, 1869, President

Ulysses S. Grant issued a proclama-
tion that stated, “It becomes a people
thus favored to make acknowledge-
ment to the Supreme Author from
whom such blessings flow of their
gratitude and their dependence, to
render praise and thanksgiving for the
same, and devoutly to implore a con-
tinuance of God’s mercies” (www.
presidency.ucsb.edu).
In 1941, under the direction of

President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Congress permanently established
the fourth Thursday in November as
the nation’s Thanksgiving holiday
(www.history.com).

GOD ORDAINED PRAISE
A thankful heart is a natural out-

growth of a heart filled with praise. In I
Chronicles we read about King David
ordaining a group of Levites to offer
daily praise: “And to stand every
morning to thank and praise the Lord,
and likewise at even” (23:30). 
How we would all benefit if we set

Come Before His Presence
with Thanksgiving!

BY JUDYANN GRANT
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of his holiness.” Each hymn and praise
chorus magnifies our great and awe-
some God. We can sing every day! Ask
your pastor if there is an extra hymnal
you can use for your personal devo-
tions. If you do not have a hymnal, sing
the Psalms. Pick a verse or two, make
up your own tune, and then sing out
loud. It is not as difficult as it sounds.
While attending a young moms’ Bible
study years ago, I learned that even
with my “tin ear” I could make a joyful
noise to the Lord.
Here are a couple examples of

Psalms you can put to music: “Unto
thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto
thee do we give thanks: for that thy
name is near thy wondrous works de-
clare” (75:1).
“It is a good thing to give thanks

unto the Lord, and to sing praises unto
thy name, O most High” (92:1).
Use thanks as a witness. “And what-

soever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God and the Father by him”
(Col. 3:17). A visible spirit of gratitude
is a powerful witness to the unsaved.
Cultivate an attitude of gratitude.

“To speak gratitude is courteous and
pleasant, to enact gratitude is gener-
ous and noble, but to live gratitude is
to touch Heaven”—Johannes A.
Gaertner. 
An attitude of thankfulness for what

God has done and for His continued
providential care, puts our focus on
God. “By him therefore let us offer the
sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips, giving
thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15). An
attitude of gratitude helps us to get up
when life knocks us down. “In every
thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you”
(I Thess. 5:18). 
The late inspirational writer W. A.

Peterson said, “Add to your prayers
of thanksgiving, acts of thanksliving.”
For Christians, every day can and
should be a day of thanks-living as
we are “giving thanks always for all
things unto God and the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph.
5:20).
To reclaim thanksgiving, refuse to

be swept up in the tide of commer-
cialism. Instead, give God His proper
place at the top of your list of priorities.
“Praise ye the Lord. O give thanks
unto the Lord; for he is good: for his
mercy endureth for ever” (Ps.
106:1). H

in with thanksgiving” (Col. 2:6-7).
Another reason to give thanks is that

as children of God, we are never with-
out the guiding hand of our Heavenly
Father. Jeremiah 29:11-13 reminds us:
“For I know the thoughts that I think
toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of
peace and not of evil, to give you an
expected end. Then shall ye call upon
me, and ye shall go and pray unto me,
and I will hearken unto you. And ye
shall seek me, and find me, when ye
shall search for me with all your heart.”

OUR DAILY BREAD
“Cultivate a thankful spirit! It will be

to thee a perpetual feast”—John Ross
Macduff.
On two occasions Jesus miracu-

lously fed the multitudes. Before He
broke the bread, He gave thanks
(Matt. 14:19; 15:36). If the Son of God
took time to quiet Himself and give
thanks, how can we neglect this daily
demonstration of gratitude?
At Passover, knowing what the

hours ahead would hold, Jesus still
took time to give thanks for the bread
and the cup (Luke 22:17, 19). 

GIVING THANKS EVERY DAY
“The worship most acceptable to

God comes from a thankful and cheer-
ful heart”—Plutarch.
Sing praises to God! You do not

need to wait for church services to
take the words of Psalm 30:4 literally:
“Sing unto the Lord, O ye saints of his,
and give thanks at the remembrance

aside specific times twice a day to give
thanks and praise to God! Or better
yet, we could follow Daniel’s example.
King Nebuchadnezzar threatened to
exterminate all the wise men in Baby-
lon because no one was found to in-
terpret his troubling dream. Daniel
prayed to God for the answer. God
granted his request, and Daniel open-
ly praised Him (Dan. 2). 
Then King Darius was tricked by

jealous officials to enact a law against
praying to anyone but the king. Daniel
did not let the threat of bodily harm
stop him from seeking God. “Now
when Daniel knew that the writing was
signed, he went into his house; and his
windows being open in his chamber
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon
his knees three times a day, and
prayed, and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforetime” (6:10).

GOD’S STEADFAST LOVE AND
FAITHFULNESS
“Hem your blessings with thankful-

ness so they don’t unravel”—Author
Unknown.
There are countless verses in the

Bible that speak of God’s desire that
we give thanks. Also, there are just as
many reasons for our being thankful
people. 
First and foremost, we are thankful

for salvation freely offered. “As ye have
therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and built
up in him, and stablished in the faith, as
ye have been taught, abounding there-
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WHO is my neighbor?” the lawyer
asked Jesus. Jesus answered

with a story about the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-36). After He told how the
Good Samaritan had helped the man
who had been beaten and left by the
side of the road, Jesus said, “Go, and
do thou likewise” (vs. 37).
This story of the Good Samaritan

gives a clear picture of what Samari-
tan’s Purse is all about. Samaritan’s
Purse is a non-denominational, evan-
gelical Christian organization that is
based in Boone, North Carolina. Its
mission is to follow the example of
Christ by helping those in need and
proclaiming the hope of the gospel. 
Samaritan’s Purse was founded in

1970. While Bob Pierce was traveling
throughout Asia as an evangelist and
journalist, he visited some women who
were living among lepers and orphans.
They were sharing the gospel of Jesus
as they ministered to the needs of peo-
ple. This gave Pierce the vision for the
ministry of Samaritan’s Purse. 
In 1973, Bob Pierce met Franklin

Graham who was interested in world
missions. They spent time together
traveling to different mission fields.
When Graham saw the poverty and
hopelessness of the people, he dedi-
cated his life to bringing hope to peo-
ple through the ministry of Samaritan’s
Purse. 
When Bob Pierce died in 1978,

Franklin Graham became the Presi-
dent of Samaritan’s Purse. Graham
has used the example of the Good
Samaritan to lead the organization to
travel throughout the world looking for
people with needs. Samaritan’s Purse
not only bandages the wounds, but
like the Good Samaritan, helps people
to recover and get back on their feet.
They offer hope as they share the
gospel of Jesus Christ to people
around the world (samaritanspurse.
org, “History”). 
Since the beginning of Samaritan’s

Purse, the teams working for the or-
ganization have helped meet the
needs of the people affected by war,

poverty, disease, famine, natural dis-
asters and other dire circumstances.
While meeting people’s needs, they
also share the love of Jesus, which is
what the ministry is all about. 
Samaritan’s Purse is broken down

into over twenty different types of min-
istries. Some of those are: Internation-
al Crisis Response, U.S. Disaster Re-
lief, World Medical Mission, Children’s
Ministries, Discipleship, Education
and Training, Feeding Programs, Wa-
ter, Women’s Programs, and many
more (samaritanspurse.org, “What We
Do”). 
Since I worked with children in the

church, I became interested in Chil-
dren’s Ministries. Samaritan’s Purse
works with children who struggle to sur-
vive in the most desperate circum-
stances. It also helps children with dis-
abilities and those needing operations.
Samaritan’s Purse gives children a fresh
start in life by offering them not only help
but also the gospel of Jesus’ love. 
The one ministry of Samaritan’s

Purse in which I am involved the most
is Operation Christmas Child. Since its
beginning in 1993, this ministry has
reached more than 100 million boys

and girls in over 130 countries.
When I first heard about Operation

Christmas Child, I felt that this project
would be a good way for children in
our church to learn about giving. Even
though we were a small church, the
children became involved in stuffing
shoeboxes with toys and various
items to send to other children in the
world. On the Sunday ending the col-
lection date, the children brought their
shoeboxes to church. They circled
around the shoeboxes, and we had
prayer for the children who would re-
ceive them. 
The following day, I took the shoe-

boxes to the collection center. I was
overwhelmed with the amount of
shoeboxes that were stacked in the
building. I was thankful that the chil-
dren of our church wanted to send
their love along with Jesus’ love to
children in a different country. It was
then that my involvement with Opera-
tion Christmas Child started and has
continued.
In every place we moved, I involved

myself with Operation Christmas
Child. Now that we live in Kansas, I
found a place that collects shoeboxes
for the Operation Christmas Child.
I interviewed Kathy Carlson, Opera-

tion Christmas Child Relay Center Co-
ordinator for our area, and she ex-
plained what happens to the
shoeboxes that are collected. “The
Chanute area towns and churches
bring their shoeboxes to First Baptist
Church where they are packed into
shipping crates and taken to Joplin,

Missions

Samaritan’s Purse Ministry
BY JANE LANDRETH

Operation Christmas Child shoebox collection
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“I questioned why we gave out
shoeboxes to children so young,” said
Tuckness. “They would enjoy the toys
and items in the shoeboxes, but they
couldn’t understand the gospel of Je-
sus that was presented and what the
shoeboxes meant.”
Then Tuckness told about the adults

of the young children receiving the
shoeboxes. Many had tears in their
eyes as they listened to the story of Je-
sus. “Then I knew why the younger
children received shoeboxes,” said
Tuckness. “It was an invitation for
adults to hear and respond to the
gospel story also.” 
Tuckness realized that the Opera-

tion Christmas Child shoeboxes were
God’s way of getting into the homes of
those children who received boxes.
The shoeboxes pave the way for fam-
ilies to hear the gospel, some for the
first time. Every shoebox is an oppor-
tunity for Samaritan’s Purse to share
the love of Jesus with a child, and per-
haps the entire family. Many children
live in poverty, and many grow up in
spiritual darkness and have never
heard of Jesus or the Bible. How sad
this is! 
Within the last few years, a new re-

source has been added to Operation
Christmas Child. Samaritan’s Purse
has developed “The Greatest Jour-
ney,” a colorful Ministry Partner
Guide that illustrates the gospel be-
ginning with the creation of the earth
and goes through the resurrection of
Jesus. This twelve week discipleship
program for shoebox recipients al-
lows teachers in local churches in
other countries to teach, not only
about receiving Jesus as Saviour, but
also about how to live the Christian
life. It has been translated into over
seventy languages.
A shoebox delivered through Oper-

ation Christmas Child does more than
just give a gift to a child. Families are
reached, churches grow, and new
churches are started. It makes an eter-
nal difference in many lives.
Each shoebox is a tangible expres-

sion of God’s love for a child in need.
Sometimes the shoebox is the first
time some children have ever received
a gift. And what a gift that is—to hear
about the love of Jesus! 
Indeed, there is no greater gift that

can be given, a gift with eternal bene-
fits. H

sen to receive the Operation Christ-
mas Child shoeboxes.  How exciting it
is to think of all the ways in which the
sovereign God may choose to bless
the prayers of these volunteers.
When the plane or ship arrives at a

designated place, volunteers take the
shoeboxes to churches and villages
that have been selected to receive
them. Pastors and community leaders
have been trained on how to share the
gospel through the use of “The Great-
est Gift,” the book that was placed in
each shoebox. Through the teaching,
many children hear the story of Jesus
for the first time. 
To get to the designated places is

not always easy. Sometimes the shoe-
boxes must travel by canoe, jeeps,
trucks, donkeys, or just by people
walking and carrying them.
One group of team members expe-

rienced a nine-hour bus ride. Then
they walked on to a village in the
mountains of the Philippines. They
made their way down a steep cliff,
crossed a deep canyon on a hanging
bridge, and walked up a steep moun-
tain—all while carrying enough shoe-
boxes for the children of the village.
That truly was a love of God and a
commitment to kingdom purposes.
Another group took shoeboxes by

canoe to a village where only a few
people had ever heard about the Lord
Jesus. They had heard a legend of a
creator who had made the earth,
caused the rivers to flow and plants to
grow. They believed the creator went
away and would return to them some-
day. Sounds much like the gospel sto-
ry, doesn’t it? Other stories like these
can be found on Samaritan’s Purse’s
website (www.samaritanspurse.org). 
Every shoebox gift that is delivered

is a visible demonstration of God’s
amazing love. The shoebox is only a
beginning. It also presents an oppor-
tunity to invite children, and some-
times family members, to trust in Je-
sus as Saviour and come into a deeper
relationship with Him. 
Winnie Tuckness, Operation Christ-

mas Child Regional Coordinator for
Southeast Kansas, shares a story
about a community in the Philippines
where she helped deliver shoeboxes.
“It was raining as we gathered the
community together in a shelter which
was only a roof and four poles. There
were about fifty adults there with chil-
dren of all ages. I noticed that some
shoeboxes went to children around
two years of age. 

Missouri, one of the regional collection
locations. [In 2016, prior to this article
being written] we collected 538 shoe-
boxes which went into 30 crates, more
than in previous years.” 
Carlson said that at the first of No-

vember, she sends information about
Operation Christmas Child to the local
paper, radio station, and television
station. “At the beginning of Novem-
ber, our church’s worship service has
a special prayer for Operation Christ-
mas Child.” 
Carlson added that many in her

church, knowing that our Operation
Christmas Child collection event is in
November, gather items all through
the year. 
“The church has been doing the Op-

eration Christmas Child for about fif-
teen years,” said Carlson. “It involves
much work and time, but it has proven
to be a great ministry. I’m glad to be a
part of Operation Christmas Child.”
Many churches and organizations

begin collecting for Operation Christ-
mas Child shoeboxes in early Novem-
ber. The third week in November is Na-
tional Collection Week. Packed
shoeboxes are brought to area loca-
tions before being taken to the region-
al collection locations. 
“After the week of collecting the

shoeboxes at our drop-off location,”
said Carlson, “the young people have
a “packing party.” They meet, eat
sloppy joes and then pack the shoe-
boxes into crates supplied by Samar-
itan’s Purse.” 
The following day, Carlson loads the

crates into the church van and trailer
and takes them to Joplin, the regional
drop-off location for us. There are
about 5,000 regional collection places
in the United States. From these col-
lection places, the crates are loaded
on semitrucks and taken to
Booneville, North Carolina. There they
are checked and prepared for interna-
tional shipping by thousands of volun-
teers to make sure the items are ap-
propriate for children. Some items
cannot be used such as liquids, mili-
tary toys, breakable items, and such.
In each shoebox is placed a book,
“The Greatest Gift,” written in the lan-
guage to which country it is being
sent. 
Every hour the work stops and the

volunteers pray for the children who
will be receiving the shoeboxes. When
the shoeboxes are finally ready, they
are shipped by plane or ship to the
designated countries that were cho-
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Q. Is it a sin to be tempted? How can
we conquer temptation?
A. This is a question that has often

come to me especially from young
people who really want to follow our
Lord and His teachings in His Word. A
question like this indicates that the per-
son still has a sensitive conscience and
this is really good. One whose con-
science has stopped working does not
really worry about such things. Having
said that, we need to see how we can
help such a person who reaches out
for help in this manner.
First, we must mention that even the

greatest of saints alive have faced
temptation at some time. The best of
the great men in the Bible such as
David and Noah were tempted to do
what is wrong. Many a time they failed.
So we can safely conclude that to be
tempted is a very human problem. But
we must quickly add that we do not
have to give in to any temptation. We
do have a choice in this matter.
Secondly, our God is not the author

of temptation. God does not tempt
any man. We can say that He tests us
sometimes to see whether we really
trust Him in those difficult times. Test-
ing is quite different from temptation.
Abraham of old was instructed by God
to take his beloved son Isaac and sac-
rifice him. The Bible reminds us, “Let
no man say when he is tempted, I am
tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man” (Jas. 1:13; cf. vs. 14).
This confirms that God is not the

source of any temptation we face, for
all temptation to do wrong comes from
the evil one, Satan himself. Peter re-
minds us to be sober and vigilant be-
cause our “adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour” (I Pet. 5:8). So
if all temptation comes from Satan, it
is obvious that we have to resist him
(vs. 9) just as the Bible instructs us. 
Many a spiritual question that we

wrestle with can be easily resolved if

we look at how Jesus resolved the
same issue in His own life. The Bible
tells us very clearly that Jesus was
tempted by the devil (Matt. 4:1-11).
The book of Hebrews reminds us that
our High Priest, Jesus, the very Son of
God, “was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin” (Heb. 4:15).
The Word tells us that Jesus “did no
sin” (I Pet. 2:22).
From the life of Jesus, we therefore

learn that it is possible to be tempted
as Jesus Himself was, but we need not
give in to that temptation and take that
step of sin. Never a day will go by with-
out the possibility of being tempted
because the devil stays busy seeking
to destroy us. Jesus once told Peter,
“Satan hath desired to have you, that
he may sift you as wheat” (Luke
22:31). If Jesus Himself was tempted
by the devil, we can safely conclude
that His followers too will be tempted.
Since temptation is a human prob-

lem that will hound us all our lives, es-
pecially for those who seek to follow in
the steps of Jesus, we need spiritual
resources to battle such a spiritual
problem. We have to look to Jesus for
the strength we need. Jesus is the
best answer we have, for since “he
himself hath suffered being tempted,
he is able to succor them that are
tempted” (Heb. 2:18). He knows what
it is like to face temptation first hand. 
We remember how Jesus struggled

in the Garden of Gethsemane and was
tempted not to go the way of the cross
because it was hard. But He overcame
that temptation. So being tempted is
not sin, but giving in to temptation can
lead to sin. “Looking unto Jesus”
(Heb. 12:2) gives us the answer we
need for every temptation. H

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel-
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Book Reviews
Newman, Jeff. Dependence in the Wilder-

ness. Arlington Heights, Illinois: Regular
Baptist Press, 2015.

David’s Psalm 63 gives us the way
he was led by the Spirit to write about
his devotion to God. When he said
this, he was in the wilderness of Judah
and unable to worship in Jerusalem. 
King David’s trials and troubles did

not keep him from worshipping God,
however. He sought earnestly for God’s
help even while he was in that wilder-
ness of Judah. We too need to thirst af-
ter God when we go through hard times. 
Jeff Newman, in this easy-to-read

book gives us reminders and direction
in the Christian life. There are three
major sections in this book: Seek God
Earnestly, Reflect on Him Continually,
and Praising Him Submissively.
Throughout the book, he reminds be-
lievers of the need for dependence
upon God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. 
This book provides practical help to

the child of God in times of trial. There
is a helpful Scriptural index provided.
And also visuals are included. I hearti-
ly recommend this book and Psalm 63
in your times of trial and heartache.
And who of us has not faced times of
trouble and trials? 

3-Minute Devotions for Women. Uhrichsville,
OH: Barbour Books, Inc., 2013. 

This is a very helpful small book
written especially with women in view.
It is an excellent help for women at
home, in church, and at work. 
There are 180 inspirational readings

for the heart of women. I might add,
men would also benefit greatly by con-
sidering the author’s emphasis on re-
flection of God, real life applications,
encouragement, and prayer. The book
stresses these realities. The quotes
given are from several translations of
Scripture. It would be of help if these
would be explained a bit more. 
Here are a few examples of the titles

of these 3-minute devotions: “Full of
Grace,” “A Prosperous Soul,” “Self
Examination,” “Unashamed Financial
Strain,” “Lend a Hand,” “Fear Versus
Trust,” “Know Yourself,” “God Has
Compassion on Us.” Remember, there
are 180 of these 3-minute devotionals
for women. I highly recommend this
very helpful book. These minutes will
be well spent for you. H

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

Conquering Temptation
BY A. KOSHY MUTHALALY, PH.D.



FALL QUARTER 2018 (183) 23

Christology.” Thus, the “church [must
represent] the ongoing work of the as-
cended Christ . . . [it must] reflect the
priorities of Jesus for his people”
(“Christology and the Doctrine of the
Church.” Tabletalk, July 2016, p. 63).
For the sake of our teens, this article

is pleading with more mature believers
to consistently teach and model a bib-
lical set of priorities in this most dys-
functional culture—the source of our
citizenship, our values, and our mis-
sion. We are called to represent Jesus
Christ—no one and nothing else! The
Head of the church and our coming
King has given us our requisite mission:
to be His salt and light, consciously and
dependably beaming as a city on a hill.
Our gospel is one of salvation and hope
attained through the substitutionary
work of our Saviour, not politics, social
change, or revolutionary ardor.
For the sake of our teens, let us

commit to live out Peter’s words in
I Peter 3:8-17:

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having
compassion one of another, love as
brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:
Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for

railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing
that ye are thereunto called, that ye should
inherit a blessing.
For he that will love life, and see good

days, let him refrain his tongue from evil,
and his lips that they speak no guile:
Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him

seek peace, and ensue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are over the

righteous, and his ears are open unto their
prayers: but the face of the Lord is against
them that do evil.
And who is he that will harm you, if ye

be followers of that which is good?
But and if ye suffer for righteousness’

sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of
their terror, neither be troubled;
But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts:

and be ready always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with meekness and fear:
Having a good conscience; that, where-

as they speak evil of you, as of evildoers,
they may be ashamed that falsely accuse
your good conversation in Christ.
For it is better, if the will of God be so,

that ye suffer for well doing, than for evil
doing.” H

church has always enjoyed the moral
high ground; it has always been under-
stood to be the guardian of what is right
and righteous, at least in Western soci-
eties . . . [But] for the first time in the his-
tory of Western civilization, Christianity
appears to be on the underside of
morality, and those who hold to biblical
teachings concerning human sexuality
[for example] are now ‘ousted’ . . . from
the position of high moral ground” (“The
Sexual Revolution and the Witness of
the Church.” Tabletalk, July 2016, p. 70).
As someone once said, “the culture war
is over and we have lost.” 
American culture has radically ac-

commodated to values, morals, and
ethical standards completely opposed
to everything God has revealed. Cor-
rectly, Mohler observes that “the con-
fessing church must now be willing to be
a moral minority, if that is what the times
demand. The church has no right to fol-
low the secular siren call toward moral
revisionism and politically correct posi-
tions on the issues of the day” (p. 71). 
This new reality for the American

Christian teen is especially challenging.
What do we do? Is the solution a polit-
ical one? Do we seize power and then
force the rest of the culture to follow our
values, morals, and ethical standards?
Many evangelical believers, including
teens, buy into this political illusion: “If
we can just elect the right people to
public office, everything will be fine.” 
But politics will not bring in the king-

dom of God. Mohler exhorts that “the
church must awaken to its status as a
moral minority and hold fast to the
gospel it has been entrusted to
preach. In so doing, the deep springs
of permanent truth will reveal the
church to be a life-giving oasis amid
America’s moral desert” (p. 71). 
The New Testament depicts the

church metaphorically as a living, or-
ganic body over which Christ is the
head. But as theologian John W.
Tweeddale suggests, the American
church is manifesting a “decapitated
ecclesiology” and a “disembodied

IN Matthew 5:13-16, the Lord Jesus
issued a series of declarations about

His disciples: After His discourse on
the Beatitudes (5:1-12), He an-
nounced, “Ye are the salt of the earth:
. . . the light of the world [and a] city that
is set on an hill [that] cannot be hid.”
These metaphors used by Christ are
rather striking, for they reject any sense
of a group of secret, silent, secluded
disciples. A city resting on top of a
mountain (as most cities of the ancient
world did), cannot be hidden. It is un-
abashedly conspicuous, visible, and
can be seen by everyone. Light can be
difficult to hide; it can penetrate even
the smallest crack or crevice. 
And salt, whether as a seasoning that

adds flavor or as a preservative that pre-
vents decay (the likely meaning in the
ancient world), is unique and distin-
guishable. Jesus’ disciples should be
distinct in the way they live their lives.
They must be genuine and exceptional. 
Why? Because Christians are citi-

zens of a very different kingdom—the
kingdom of God. The primary loyalty of
every believer is to Jesus, and His claim
on their lives is absolute. Christ has giv-
en them a kingdom (Heb. 12:28) and an
inheritance (I Pet. 1:4). They are there-
fore citizens of a heavenly world (Phil.
3:20), looking to things that are unseen
and eternal (II Cor. 4:17-18). 
Yet, in John 17:13-18 (part of Jesus’

high priestly prayer), Jesus prays that
the Father not “take them out of the
world” (vs. 15). He also said that He is
“not of the world,” therefore we “are
not of the world.” The Father sent Je-
sus into the world, so He is sending us
into the world, and we are to be in the
world but “not of the world.” To be in
the world is to be salt, light, and a city
sitting high on a mountain.
For those of us who live in the United

States, it once was rather comfortable,
even for teens, being salt, light, and a
city on a hill. After all, Christianity for
most of this nation’s history set the cul-
tural agenda. No longer! Theologian Al-
bert Mohler argues that “the Christian

Timely Tips for Working with Teens

Priorities for Teens in a
Dysfunctional Culture

BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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DID you know there are dragons in
the water off the coast of Aus-

tralia? Scuba divers from all over the
world visit this part of the Indian
Ocean to see God’s amazing creativ-
ity. If you saw one of these dragons,
you would be amazed. You may de-
clare, like the psalmist, “Let them
praise the name of the Lord: for he
commanded, and they were created.
. . . Praise the Lord from the earth, ye
dragons, and all deeps” (Ps. 148:5,
7). 
There are three species of sea

dragon: the weedy, the leafy, and the
ruby.  All three live in the western and
southern coastal waters of Australia.

The sea dragon is related to the sea-
horse but has some notable differ-
ences. Its nose is quite a bit longer
and thinner. Its long, thin tail stays
straight and cannot hold on to any-
thing. 
Sea dragons live a solitary exis-

tence. But during mating season,
they will pair up for a three-week
courtship dance. The male sea drag-
on carries the developing young. The
eggs attach to the underside of his
tail for about five weeks. The eggs will
change color when the babies are
ready to hatch. He can release up to
250 miniature sea dragons into the
water. Once born, young sea dragons

are completely independ-
ent. They grow fast and
come to full maturity with-
in two years. Sea dragons
live six to ten years.
Although sea dragons

are fish, they do not swim
well. They also do not
have scales. Instead, they
have bony outer plates
that are like armor, which
limits their mobility. They
have transparent fins—
one on their back (dorsal)
and one on each side of
its neck (pectoral). This is
one way they swim
through the ocean. They
also drift in the current
like the seaweed that is
around their home.
The sea dragon’s eyes

sit above its nose. Their
eyes do not always look in
the same direction at
once. This aids in search-
ing for food. The sea drag-
on eats tiny, shrimp-like
animals called mysids.
Since it has no teeth, the
sea dragon sucks its
meals up by its mouth at
the end of its long snout.

Noah’s Ark

Sea Dragons: Weedy, Leafy, and Ruby
BY KELLY HAWVER

Mature sea dragons are not the
main meal for any other animal. How-
ever, penguins or other fish may prey
on sea dragons when their main food
is in short supply. Sea dragons have a
few short spines on their bodies that
provide some protection. The young
sea dragons have not fully developed
their armor-like skin, so they are easy
prey for fish. The biggest threat sea
dragons face today is water pollution
and habitat loss.
The weedy (or common) sea dragon

has reddish skin with yellow and pur-
ple stripes and spots. It grows up to 18
inches long. It has leaf-l ike ap-
pendages on its body that helps it
blend into the surrounding kelp. Scu-
ba divers often see them off the coast
of South Wales, Australia.
The leafy sea dragon has a yellow-

orange tint to its skin. Like the other
two sea dragons, it can change color
to blend in with its surroundings. It will
be yellow in shallow water, but turn a
darker orange-red in deeper water.
The leafy sea dragon grows to be 14
to 18 inches long. It has a unique
wave-shaped body with many leaf-like
lobes. These are only for camouflage
and do not aid in swimming. Divers of-
ten report seeing them off the coast of
South Australia. 
The ruby sea dragon is a newly doc-

umented species. Its body has the
same shape as the weedy sea dragon
but does not have any leaf-like lobes.
It has a deep red color. This sea drag-
on is the smallest of the three, growing
almost 9½ inches long. It seems to live
farther from the coastline and in deep-
er water than the other two varieties.
Scientists think this habitat is more
protected.
The sea dragons are truly a wonder

to watch. A few public aquariums have
them; check to see if one near you
does. It would be well worth the trip to
see this remarkable work of the Cre-
ator first hand. Hweedy with eggs on tail
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H. E. Luccock (1885-1961): “No one
can whistle a symphony. It takes an 
orchestra to play it.”

* * *

“A conceited person never gets any-
where because he thinks he is already
there.”

* * *

“Be kind to everybody. You never
know who might show up on the jury
at your trial.”

* * *

“Blessed are the deaf, for they shall
miss much idle gossip.”

* * *

André Maurois (1885-1967): “Con-
versation would be vastly improved by
the constant use of four simple words:
I do not know.”

* * *

Sydney J. Harris (1917-1986): “When
I hear somebody sigh ‘Life is hard,’ I
am always tempted to ask, ‘Com-
pared to what?’”

* * *

“An optimist is a man who, instead of
feeling sorry he cannot pay his bills, is
glad he is not one of his creditors.”

* * *

Gene Brown (1926-2017): “The really
tough thing about true humility is you
can’t brag about it.”

* * *

Mark Twain (1835-1910): “When I’m
sad I sing, and then others can be sad
with me.”

* * *

Will Rogers (1879-1935): “Live your
life in such a way that you wouldn’t be
ashamed to sell the family parrot to the
town gossip.” H

—compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables
One Short Sleep

Alfred Tennyson (1809-1892): “God’s
finger touched him, and he slept.”

* * *

Dwight L. Moody (1837-1899): “As I
go into a cemetery I like to think of the
time when the dead shall rise from their
graves. . . . Thank God, our friends are
not buried; they are only sown!”

* * *

John Donne (1572-1631): “One short
sleep past, we wake eternally, / And
death shall be no more; / death, thou
shalt die.” 

* * *

Eric Liddell (1902-1945): “Those who
love God never meet for the last time.”

* * *

Maltbie Davenport Babcock (1858-
1901): “May death be no more than
the bell that sounds when school is
over, and going home, may I find that
I had laid up my treasure in the right
place.”

* * *

William Barclay (1907-1978): “Long
ago it was said to the children of Israel
that they journeyed in the wilderness
towards the sunrising (Numbers
21:11). The Christian goes onwards,
not to a night which falls, but to a dawn
which breaks.”

* * *

Martin Luther (1483-1546): “What is
our death but a night’s sleep? For as
through sleep all weariness and faint-
ness pass away and cease, . . . so that
in the morning we arise fresh and
strong and joyous; so at the Last Day
we shall rise again as if we had only
slept a night, and shall be fresh and
strong.”

* * *

A. E. Kittredge (1834-1912): “There
will one day come to you a Messenger
. . . and with him you will pass into eter-
nity, up to the bar of God. You will not
be too busy to die.” H

—compiled by Donna Poole.

Wit and Wisdom

copyright � 2015
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REBELLION seems to be in the
wind these days all over the

country. Many young people are very
rebellious and seem to imbibe the
worst possible rebellious attitudes, of-
ten promoted by rock stars, entertain-
ers, and other cultural icons. A high
school administrator once told me that
the issue of rebellion in the lives of
young people often follows national
trends and cultural influences.
There is also an old adage that says,

“Rules without relationship yields re-
bellion.” Yes, sometimes parents and
other authority figures can blunder
and foster the growth of rebellion in
the hearts of young people. The Scrip-
ture states clearly, “Fathers, provoke
not your children to wrath” (Eph. 6:4). 
Furthermore, sometimes a child just

seems born with an overly rebellious
spirit. On occasion I have encountered
a sweet and godly Christian family try-
ing to cope with an inexplicably rebel-
lious child. And some of our wonder-
ful churches see some of their young
people turn away into rebellion. So we
realize that there can be numerous
roots in the problem of youthful rebel-
lion. 
But the question is what do we do

about this? How can we treat rebel-
lious tendencies in the lives of young

people? Can we prevent it? Can we
head it off? What should parents and
pastors and other adult role models do
about the potential for rebellion in the
lives of the young people they love? 
There is not really any formula or

fail-safe program that I know of. How-
ever, one of the key things we can do
is to teach children all along the way,
outlining a clear and gentle warning
about the dangers of rebellion. Every
young person deserves to hear the
biblical teaching on what rebellion is
all about, how harmful and self defeat-
ing it is. Aside from addressing rela-
tionship deficiencies, cultural influ-
ences, and temperament tendencies,
let us make sure within our families
and churches that we pass along good
and godly biblical instruction on the
problem of rebellion. What should we
be saying to our young people about
rebellion as they grow up? 
Explain what rebellion is. One of the

classic examples of rebellion is found
in the story of Eli’s sons (I Sam. 2:12-
25). We learn in Scripture that they did
not know the Lord (vs. 12) and they did
not act in ways that pleased the Lord
(vss. 23-25). Rebellion is selfishly do-
ing exactly what we please even if it
does not please God or man, or any

other authority figure for that matter. A
rebellious spirit turns from God and
godly authority. We can see the com-
ponents in Deuteronomy 21:18-21;
stubbornness, not obeying, not listen-
ing, and not correcting and mending
crooked ways. As we raise up our
young people, teaching and counsel-
ing them, we should gently and care-
fully point out the nature of rebellion.
Rebellion should be named as the
need arises. This is not done to crush
the spirit or to label or to shame, but to
make sure that there is an under-
standing of what the behavior and at-
titude of rebellion are all about. First
things first: let us enlighten our young-
sters regarding the nature of rebellion
as described in the Scriptures. 
Address the roots of rebellion. As

exemplified in Ephesians 6:4, several
of the passages dealing with rebellion
in the Bible talk about anger. Anger on
the inside is often a root of rebellion.
An angry and bitter spirit can produce
rebellious actions. As we teach and
counsel our young people, we should
be aware of this and help young peo-
ple to have insight into their own
anger. Their rebellious actions may of-
ten signal unresolved anger. We
should try to find out what that anger

The Problem of Rebellion

Family Life

BY DR. JEFF VANGOETHEM
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is all about. Have they been wronged?
Do they feel wronged? Why? Is their
anger valid or is it merely selfish? What
has happened to make them angry? Is
there something we can do about it?
Is forgiveness and reconciliation
called for? 
I once witnessed a very angry high

school senior swing his books into the
side of the principal’s head, delivering
a violent blow, after the principal had
corrected him on a very minor rule vi-
olation. He was a very angry young
man. That act earned him something
like a ten day suspension from school.
He got even more angry as life moved
along. Some years later, that young
man took his own life. He never re-
solved his anger. Rebellious acts often
signal anger. Can we find a way to
counsel our young people about the
danger of anger? Can we help them
gain some insight and find their way to
a healthy resolution? 
Outline the consequences of rebel-

lion. The Scriptures take a dim view of
rebellion, pointing out in no uncertain
terms that things do not work out very
well for the rebellious. “An evil man
seeketh only rebellion: therefore a cru-
el messenger shall be sent against
him” (Prov. 17:11). “The rebellious
dwell in a dry land” (Ps. 68:6).
Those who harbor and nurture their

rebellious feelings do not end up in a
good place. Cruel messengers find
them. The place they dwell is a dry and
fruitless place. Rebellion does not re-
sult in a happy and constructive life. It
leads to sorrow, pain, loneliness, and
even death. In our teaching and coun-
seling, we can gently and firmly outline
the devastating results of rebellion for
our young people. We can see it in the
Bible, and we can see it in daily life.
The rebellious often end up troubled
and devoid of friends and family. 
I remember telling one young lady,

who was deeply rebellious and inflict-
ing misery on her family, “You have to
think about what you are doing, be-
cause at some point your family’s
goodwill is going to be exhausted and
you are not going to have a family to
fall back on.” I believe this observation
sobered her up a bit and helped her re-
cover some measure of good sense. 
Think of all the examples of rebellion

in the Bible. Did anything good result?
Eli’s depraved sons disgraced their fa-
ther and were killed by the Lord. Na-
bal, the insolent and rebellious hus-
band of Abigail, ended up dead too

(I Sam. 25:2-38). Jezebel expressed
nothing but hatred and disdain for God
and His prophets and she too met an
infamous death (II Kings 9:30-37).
King Saul, the first king of Israel, had a
promising start, but he became filled
with selfish paranoia and rebellious
impulses. His life and reign were also
cut short and ended in disgrace. 
The pattern is consistent. Rebel-

lious people seldom come to a good
and happy end. They flame out along
the way. It is a self-defeating way of
life. We can calmly and clearly explain
this to young people. We can warn
them and plead with them. At the very
least, they should be appraised of the
picture that Scripture paints of the sor-
rowful consequences of rebellion. 
Show a better way than rebellion.

The Scriptures lay out a better way by
saying to young people, “Remember
now thy Creator in the days of thy
youth” (Eccles. 12:1). We should en-
courage our young people to listen to
God and to heed Him at an early age.
Life will go a lot better. Yes, there are
pains and sorrows in any life. It is
tempting to hold on to them and nur-
ture a bitter spirit.

But it is far better to hear the voice
of God in His Word and respond to
Him. God’s love in one’s heart will cast
out anger and rebellion. Loving par-
ents and caring pastors should labor
to help young people hear the loving
call of God in their youth. 
As we study what the preacher said

to young people in Ecclesiastes 11,
we learn that a sound and healthy life
emerges when young people remem-
ber their Creator. They learn to rejoice
and to have a heart free from anger
and bitterness (vs. 9). In fact, God
commands young people to remove
sorrow from their hearts (vs. 10). Emo-
tional well-being emerges from hear-
ing the voice of God instead of the
voices of rebellion. Young people also
will learn to have self-respect for their
lives and bodies, not becoming self-
destructive, which is often a result of
rebellion. 
Finally, listening to God brings a

sense of spiritual well-being. Those
who heed God’s authority realize that
they are accountable to God (Eccles.
11:9), and that it is not right to selfish-
ly do whatever they want. Part of over-
coming rebellion is for them to recog-
nize their accountability to God. 
No, there is no perfect formula for

helping a young person avoid rebel-

lion. Cases of rebellion can vary from
person to person and family to family;
but as parents and pastors we should
endeavor to help young people see
how good God is, how much we need
Him, how much He helps us with our
problems, and how important it is to
hear His voice and obey what He says. 
I grew up with a young man who

was very rebellious. He was both in-
telligent and tremendously gifted ath-
letically, but by the time he was a
sophomore in high school, he had quit
all sports. By the time he was a junior,
he had quit school all together. He
could not and would not take any
counsel or teaching. His life was filled
with conflict, especially with his par-
ents and siblings. 
After dropping out of school, he got

a job and bought himself a hot rod. He
associated with a rough crowd and
began to drink, party, and fight. 
He landed in jail more than once. He

married impulsively and divorced
shortly thereafter. Eventually he was
charged with a serious crime. This fi-
nally brought him to his senses. As his
lawyer prepared him for trial, he
reached out for help, and family mem-
bers led him to Jesus. He was won-
derfully saved and miraculously, in
God’s providence, the charges against
him were dropped.
He recovered from this crisis, set-

tled down and began to grow spiritu-
ally. Some years later he married a
wonderful Christian woman, had a
lovely family and became a leader in
his church. 
Today, he is a delight to fellowship

with. I have spent several joyous oc-
casions with him, hearing his testi-
mony and discussing the Scriptures.
The Lord allowed him to have a suc-
cessful business and to reap many
blessings in his life. What a testimo-
ny to God’s grace! What a reprieve
from the sorrowful consequences of
rebellion. 
The sooner a person can leave re-

bellion behind the better. There is just
no redeeming value to a rebellious
spirit and to rebellious choices. Can
we somehow figure out how to teach
and explain this to our young people,
starting as early as possible? Not just
to the overtly rebellious, but to all
young people! Early and often! Every
young person should have a clear vi-
sion of what it means to go God’s way
and how it stands in contrast with the
ways of rebellion. Parents, pastors,
others, let us do it! H
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DO you ever wonder how you could
make the Bible and its stories

more interesting to your students?
This challenge can present a struggle
for veteran teachers as well as those
new to the field. Some of your stu-
dents may be new to the Bible, and
some may have heard the stories so
many times that they can recite them
backwards. Whether you are a Chris-
tian school teacher, a Sunday school
teacher, a children’s church teacher,
or a youth worker, you understand the
struggles, challenges, and rewards of
reaching young people for Christ. De-
spite the challenges, we continue to
teach because lives and souls are on
the line. And nothing beats the ex-
citement of seeing lives and hearts
turned toward God.
How do we teach the Bible to young

people? How do we keep their atten-
tion? How do we keep the Bible stories
from becoming old and dry? How can
we relate the ancient texts to the mod-
ern lives of today’s young people?
Some teachers find it difficult relating
to today’s youth. Many of today’s
youth are so accustomed to being en-
tertained through electronic devices
that it can be hard to get and keep their
attention. Although teachers have
grown up in a different time and culture
from today’s generation, we can still
learn to relate to each other. They can
still benefit from our experiences. 
Begin by preparing your own heart.

Pray to God. Study the story. Read the
Scriptures that the story is based on.
Meditate on how the story relates to
your own life. Then meditate on the
story and how it relates to your stu-
dents. Consider anything you may
need to adapt to their understanding,
such as words or cultural references
that might need explaining.
Also, prepare any materials needed.

Gather all your story items together;
perhaps games and any other play
items intended to enhance or review

the lesson. No matter the age of the
student, the teacher must be prepared
in order to be successful.
Each of us have a different learning

style. Some of us learn best by listen-
ing, some by watching, some by doing,
some by reading, some by writing, and
some by audio/video. You know your
own learning style, but you may not
know the optimal learning styles of your
students. Your students may excel in a
learning style that differs from yours. 
Expect to encounter different learn-

ing styles in your teaching. Be con-
scious of this and vary your teaching
style to reach each student’s learning
style. 
With the very young—toddlers,

preschoolers, and some kindergarten-
ers—keep the stories very short and
simple (5-15 minutes). If you see that
you are losing them, bring them back
by drawing their attention to a picture in
the story and shorten the story to fit
their attention span. Try to have con-
versations with the children. Ask ques-
tions and stimulate conversations relat-
ed to the story. 
“How do you think Daniel felt when he

was thrown into the lion’s den? Do you
think he was scared? Would you be
scared? Do you know what Daniel did?
Do you pray when you are afraid?” Ask
one question, giving time for answers
before continuing. Give clues, hints, and
help them come up with the answers.
Get them thinking about the story.
Relate the story to their lives. “Just

like Daniel, you can pray when you are
afraid. God can change your situation,
or God may just calm you and help you
that way.”
Remember, young children have

trouble staying on topic. Allow their off-
topic comments about pets, family,
toys, or whatever. But keep those con-
versations short, redirecting the con-
versation back to the story. Children
sometimes feel disrespected when a
teacher totally dismisses off topic con-

cerns, thus hindering your relation-
ships. Relationships are important
when teaching, especially at this age. 
Either try to tie their off-topic re-

sponses to the topic, or just gently re-
mind them, “We are talking about
Daniel right now. If we have time later,
then you can tell me your story.” 
Let them tell you about a time they ex-

perienced fear. How did God help them?
Did they pray about it? If not, maybe they
should remember to pray next time.
Incorporate play with the teaching.

Blocks, toy animals, and little doll
house figures are an easy way to do
this. Have them build a lion’s den and
show you the story of Daniel. Build a
dramatic play, or pretend play scene
for them to act out the story. Let them
create the story with art supplies, mod-
eling clay, paint, markers, or crayons.
Very young children learn best

through play. These active students
learn by doing.
Elementary students, especially up-

per elementary students, may tire of
familiar stories and lose interest in
them. Ask questions. Find out what
they know. Learn their interests, and
choose your stories based on those
interests. Let the students take part in
telling the story. Let them explain what
the story means to them and what they
learned from it. Sometimes the new
students learn more by hearing from
their peers than from teachers.
Choose less common stories to find

ones they have not heard, or look at a
familiar story from a different view-
point. For example: when people teach
the story of the Prodigal Son, they of-
ten focus on the lost son who is found
and relate it to lost sinners. Have you
thought about teaching it with the main
focus being on the love of the Father?
Or with the main focus on the older
son? Hearing the story from another
perspective may refresh their interest. 
Let the students tell you, “How do

you think the father felt about his lost

Christian Education

Bringing Bible Stories Alive
BY JULIE MARIE MAXWELL
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for future church leadership positions.
Give them opportunities to serve. 
The more these high school stu-

dents experience ways to serve, the
more they will understand where they
fit into the body of Christ. They will dis-
cover and refine their talents, and
learn where they can minister best.
Show them that their contributions
have value. 
Some may be ready to be a regular

helper in a class of younger students.
Some may even be ready to teach les-
sons. Some may want to join the adult
choir or sing special music. Some may
want to take a turn being an usher or
greeter. You might even find one or
two that would enjoy preparing a ser-
mon for church. Your teens might like
to help at VBS. Some may enjoy
dressing like a Bible character and
telling the Bible story from the pre-
spective of that character to younger
students. For example, dress like the
Prophet Daniel and say, “Let me tell
you about my night with the lions.”
Some churches have a youth service,

where the youth run the entire church
service, doing everything the adults
usually do: announcements, song lead-
ing, choir, special music, offering,
preaching, piano, or whatever. Such
events share the teen’s talents with the
church, reminding the adults that these
are the church’s future leaders. These
events also help teens realize the im-
portance of their work in the church.
Many teens are interested in explor-

ing the Bible in ways that interest mid-
dle schoolers. Examine character
traits, relationships in the Bible,
prophecy, and doctrine. You might try
taking the discussions deeper than
you normally would with middle
schoolers, but remember that these
are not college students.
Your students may enjoy creating a

drama from the basic Bible stories.
Help them through the steps of turn-
ing a Bible story into a drama; writing,
acting, directing, set construction,
props, costumes. Or keep it simple
and do a reading drama. 
You might create an impromptu

play—“John, you be Joseph. Amy,
you be Mary. Scott, you be the
innkeeper”—and so on. 
“Now tell me the Christmas story.”

Do not give them a script; let them do
it impromptu. This will show you what
they know. 
Find something that everyone can do;

let them see that all contributions have
value, not just the stars of the show. H

Sometimes they can show much
depth and maturity, then they stun
you with an immature childish out-
burst. One moment they seem almost
adult-like, and the next you cannot
trust them to refrain from making a
mess in the bathroom sink! You see
them do something inappropriate and
think, “What’s wrong with them? They
know better than that!” They may re-
sort to emotional outbursts or shut
down completely, showing no emo-
tions at all.
Remember that they are still imma-

ture and acting their age, even if they
are taller than you! Their brains and
bodies are growing and changing at
an incredible rate, and this makes
them prone to internal struggles. They
need your help, understanding, and
guidance, as they transition through
these developmental changes.
They might be tired of simple Bible

stories, or they might enjoy telling the
simple Bible stories to the little ones.
Some of these students might show
readiness to learn how to be leaders.
Begin offering these opportunities to
serve under an adult leader. This may
alleviate behavioral problems stem-
ming from boredom.
Show respect to their mature actions.

Learn their interests. Instead of simple
Bible stories, they may show interest in
the way relationships play out in the
Bible, how people interacted with each
other, or where people made mistakes. 
Consider the parenting skills and er-

rors made when Isaac and Rebekah
raised Jacob and Esau, or the injustice
of Jacob being tricked by Laban. Dis-
cuss how each person in the relation-
ship may have felt. Discuss the errors
of the people and what they should
have done differently. Your students
will enjoy giving their opinions.
Teach character traits and biblical

reasons to develop character. Stu-
dents may express interest in Bible
doctrines or prophecy. But keep
things on a basic, introductory level,
remembering these students are pre-
teens, not college students. 
These students may like illustrating

basic Bible stories with drama or read-
ing theater. If they memorize their lines
they can put emotion into their per-
formances.
High schoolers are a little more ma-

ture and sophisticated than middle
schoolers, but remember that they are
not yet adults and still need your guid-
ance. 
Start training these young people

son?” or “How do you think the older
son felt when all this fuss was made
over his brother?” 
Stimulate talking and thinking about

the story. Have the students help you
dissect all the parts of the story. Have
them tell the story to you from various
perspectives. 
“The older son was angry when his

brother came home. Why do you sup-
pose he was angry?” Give time for an-
swers and discussion.
“The older son did not understand

the forgiveness that the father offered
the younger son. He was angry be-
cause he had always worked hard and
followed the rules while his brother
was running around wasting his fa-
ther’s money. It is easy to become an-
gry when we follow all the rules and
someone is rewarded after breaking
the rules, isn’t it? How would you ex-
plain things to the older son? How
would you help him understand his fa-
ther’s feelings toward his younger
brother?” 
Analyzing other viewpoints can

challenge this age group; you may
have to walk them through it a few
times. Help them see the story from
several angles. Ask them to apply this
story to their lives. We should rejoice
when others turn their hearts to God,
not feel envious because they are get-
ting all the attention. God’s heart is
overjoyed when people turn their lives
around. Our attitudes should mirror
the father in the story instead of the
older son. Even adults often struggle
in this area. 
Play, games, contests, and artwork

can help when reinforcing the impor-
tant concepts of the stories. Drama
and pretending can be incorporated
with play acting, dramatic reading, or
a dramatic retelling of the stories. Ac-
tively involved students are more like-
ly to listen and learn. 
Use contests to review. Trivia, word

search, crossword puzzles, and sim-
ple quizzes creatively help review also.
Play Bible baseball with questions
from the story. 
If a student answers a question cor-

rectly, allow him to try to throw a ball
into a basket. There are many ways to
reinforce learning with games.
Middle school and junior high stu-

dents bridge the gap between children
and teens. They want to be teenagers
and demonstrate many teenage ten-
dencies. Yet they also revert to child-
ish tendencies more often than they
like to admit.
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OPPORTUNITIES in ministry
abound. They are as wide as the

ocean and in multitude as the stars of
the sky. Regardless of where you live,
what your employment, or your station
in life, there are ample opportunities
for every minister, Christian worker,
seasoned saint, and newborn believer
to serve in the work of the Lord.
Many years ago, when I was in Bible

college, a number of the young minis-
ters in-training became anxious about
finding places to preach. Talk in-
creased until finally the college presi-
dent decided to have a meeting with
all the young preachers. As the stu-
dents gathered, I will never forget what
he said and the impact it has had on
my ministry throughout the years.
In essence, the older man of God

stated that when he was young, the
elder ministers admonished new
preachers to go out into the highways
and hedges to preach, teach, and wit-
ness, because open doors were
everywhere! He said that we needed
to find an empty hall or storefront and
open it up for services. We must be
willing to go and preach on a street
corner, or visit house to house and
pray with individuals.
As I sat and listened, I knew he was

right. His own life backed up what he
said; he had opened up missions,

preached at busy intersections, and
evangelized under difficult circum-
stances. Churches were built under his
ministry. He stated that in one small
church (that has been ready to close), his
wife played the piano, his boys played
other instruments, and he preached to
just a handful of people. The doors and
windows of the little chapel had been
opened wide for all to hear. Passersby
heard the music and preaching, and
soon a congregation developed, with
lost souls being converted.
He also encouraged us to be innova-

tive. Once he bought an old school bus
and painted it bright colors with the
name of the church on each side. Be-
fore long, it was full and bringing people
to church; most importantly, many trust-
ed Christ as their Lord and Saviour.

THE PLAN OF MINISTRY
As we consider the plan of ministry,

we must remember the biblical foun-
dations of Christian service. We have
the example of our Lord Jesus Christ:
He preached the gospel of repentance
(Mark 1:14-15), taught eternal truths
(Matt. 5—7), and worked all kinds of
miracles (John 6:2). Those who serve
in ministry can also preach the gospel,
teach the Word of God, and pray for
those who are suffering and sick (cf.

Jas. 5:13-15). The curse on humanity
can be alleviated by showing compas-
sion and also by supporting medical
missions and clinics.
Many opportunities are available

within the local church, in which vari-
ous abilities and talents can be used
for the Lord. For example, music and
singing, being a greeter or usher, fa-
cility cleaning and maintenance, help-
ing with the children or youth, and
senior programs are opportunities in
which each of us can minister. These
are just a few possibilities; however,
the greatest ministry is accomplished
outside of the confines of the church
building.
What kind of ministry does the aver-

age Christian engage in between the
weekly church services? This is the
time to put into practice what is
learned on Sunday. Sadly, too many
individuals (even some ministers) con-
sider their duty over when Sunday
worship ends. But this is to be the be-
ginning of a week of service!
Motivating others for ministry can

be a difficult task, but planning events
helps others to catch the vision. When
our oldest daughter went to an inner-
city youth camp, her whole perspec-
tive on life and ministry was trans-
formed. 
This camp was not a typical youth

camp. It focused on the great com-
mission; the youth sang, visited door
to door, and held open-air meetings.
The directors took the youth to some
of the most impoverished areas of the
city so they could realize the plight of
these people. When children and
adults responded to the gospel, these
youth caught a vision that they have
never forgotten. In fact, our daughter
came home with tears, apologizing for
her wrong attitudes and thankful for a
Christian home. Today she is a chil-
dren’s minister and teaches at a Chris-
tian school. 
Here are some ideas to help others

become involved in ministry: Visit a lo-
cal nursing home or the homes of
some shut-ins. They love listening to
the Bible being read to them and hear-
ing some of the old hymns. Meet with
a friend and knock on the doors of the
homes around where you live, and in-
vite your neighbors to church. Visit a
sick co-worker in the hospital and pray
with him or her. Begin a kid’s Bible club
in your neighborhood by meeting on a
playground or in your own backyard.
When we do these things, we are im-
pacting others for eternity.

Opportunities in Ministry
BY JAMES O. BAKER

The Pastor’s Study
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God. Others may not remember our
words, but they will remember our
love. Our love reflects His love (I John
4:7-12). When we have pure motives,
our love for the Lord shines, and there
will be eternal results.
Participation in ministry requires

that we do something. How can we sit
idly by? My heart is always convicted
when I hear the story of William Booth
conversing with his son Bramwell
about the homeless of London.
Though he selflessly labored for the
salvation of all, he noticed that men
were sleeping on bridges and the cold
stone streets. 
Bramwell acknowledged he knew

about this problem, but he asked what
he could do about it. To this the Gen-
eral replied, “You knew that, and you
haven’t done anything!” Angrily he
stated that he was tired of all the ex-
cuses of why they could not help. “Oh,
I don’t care about all that stuff. I’ve
heard it before. But go and do some-
thing. Do something, Bramwell, do
something!” (Begbie, Edward. Life of
William Booth, Macmillan). They did
do something, and this was the begin-
ning of a work that would eventually
help millions of people.
Too many individuals dream about

doing something big for God. Indeed
we should think about and plan on do-
ing service for the Master. However, we
should not just be a spectator watching
others go about working for God. God
is seeking for someone to “make up the
hedge, and stand in the gap” (Ezek.
22:30). May we be like Isaiah who said,
“Here am I; send me” (6:8).
Ella Gates and Alfred B. Smith

wrote,
Do not then stand idly dreaming
Of some greater work to do,
For the Lord rewards the faithful
So to Him be ever true.
Go and work each day with Jesus,
Do not fear to do or dare;
If you want a field of service
You can find it anywhere.

To your mission then be faithful
To your calling brave and true,
As you serve the blessed Master,
Doing all He bids you do.
Then when trav’ling days are over
And you reach the other side,
You will find what Jesus did through you
Is all that will abide.

Opportunities in ministry are all
around us; they abound everywhere.
May each one of us be faithful to the
mission that God has called us to
when He said, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every
creature” (Mark 16:15). H

engage in service to the Lord. Paul
stated four times that no servant of
Christ should be greedy of “filthy lu-
cre” (I Tim. 3:3, 8; Titus. 1:7; cf. vs. 11).
That is, we are not to love money or
desire to be rich.
This does not mean a congregation

has no financial responsibility to its
ministers. Paul further quoted Jesus as
saying, “The labourer is worthy of his
reward” (Luke 10:7; I Tim. 5:18). Yet, Je-
sus explained the parable of the Good
Shepherd (John 10:1-18); reminding us
that a true shepherd loves his sheep
and is not a hired hand. A hired hand
flees when difficulties come, but true
shepherds protect the sheep. 
Our motive in ministry is also not to be

for social popularity. Correct motives
are pure and free from a self glorification
attitude. When we speak, do we tell of
Christ? Or do we always speak of our-
selves? Is “I” the center of our mes-
sage? The Apostle reminds us clearly,
“And they that are Christ’s have cruci-
fied the flesh with the affections and
lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also
walk in the Spirit. Let us not be desirous
of vain glory, provoking one another, en-
vying one another” (Gal. 5:24-26).
We must desire to serve the body of

Christ. Jesus left us an example of hu-
mility in the account following the
Passover meal (John 13:1-16). Even
though Peter did not like it, Jesus
demonstrated what humility is all
about. We may not enjoy certain du-
ties, but we do them for Jesus. Like-
wise, Paul admonished that we are to
edify the church and not ourselves
(I Cor. 14:3, 12). Charles Wesley ex-
pressed it well in his hymn A Charge to
Keep I Have: 

To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill; 
O may it all my pow’rs engage
To do my Master’s will!

To lift the family of humanity is a no-
ble desire. This is accomplished when
we take Christ to the world. In every-
thing we do, we must not forget that
only Jesus can lift fallen humanity.
William Booth and his early Salvation
Army took soup, soap, and salvation
to the poor of the world. However, if
we only take soup and soap, we have
forgotten the most important thing—
salvation. In like manner, substituting
education, church activities, or social
events for worship of God will not lift
anyone heavenward.
Participation in ministry is a mani-

festation of the love of God to others.
It is also a demonstration of love for

THE PRAYER OF MINISTRY
Alfred Lord Tennyson wrote, “More

things are wrought by prayer than this
world dreams of.” The Apostle James
also reminds us of the ministry of the
Prophet Elijah when he said, “The ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much” (5:16). Although
Elijah faced many obstacles in his min-
istry; wicked royalty, pagan prophets,
droughts, famines, and violent threats,
we find him praying consistently. He
prayed for the widow of Zarephath’s
son, and God raised him from death
(I Kings 17:20-22). Later, in response
to his short prayer, God sent fire upon
his sacrifice and also executed the
prophets of Baal (18:36-40). When he
prayed, a drought ended (18:41-46).
When he was discouraged by the
threats of Queen Jezebel and wanted
to give up, God strengthened and en-
couraged him (19:1-8).
Though we may not be an Elijah,

God can use anyone who prays for His
glory. He has promised us the power
of the Holy Spirit whereby we can do
His work (Acts 1:8; cf. Dan. 11:32).
Every day we see people who are hurt-
ing and lost. We can pray and attempt
to win them to Christ. My childhood
pastor used to say, “Work as if it all de-
pends upon you, and pray as if it all
depends upon God (which it does).
God plus you equals results.”
We must pray because people need

the Lord. Without Him they are eternal-
ly lost, and presently they are hopeless
and spiritually dead. When we pray, the
Holy Spirit awakens the spiritually dead
(Rom. 13:11), convicts them of sin
(John 16:7-8), and draws them to sal-
vation in Christ (John 6:44; 12:32). 
Prayer to God is a great privilege

that produces mighty results. Howev-
er, so few will take the time and effort
to pray. Moses interceded for Israel
when they built the golden calf. In re-
sponse to God’s statement about de-
stroying all Israel, he desperately
cried, “Oh, this people have sinned a
great sin, and have made them gods
of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive
their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray
thee, out of thy book which thou hast
written” (Exod. 32:31-32). His prayer
had great results. Only the guilty suf-
fered judgment (vs. 33).

PARTICIPATION IN MINISTRY
The reasons to participate in min-

istry are manifold. However, financial
reward should not be the reason you
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      It’ll take forever to chomp and crunch your 

way through that big box of cereal. But you want 

the prize inside. And you want it now! Are you 

going to let those colorful circles of sugary �avor stop you from 

getting to your prize? Why not just �ip the box upside down and give it a little sha-

kety-shake and a jiggly-jiggle? �e prize inside will fall into your bowl in no 

time. But a rainbow-colored avalanche of cereal will come pouring out too. It’ll spill 

all over the table and onto the �oor. Instead of getting crunched in your mouth, the 

cereal would get crunched on the �oor by someone’s smelly feet! 

      You could have avoided making that big mess by having patience. No, not pa-

tients—those are what you would have in your waiting room if you were a doctor.

      Having patience means that you are able to wait without complaining or getting 

angry. You should always have patience when you pray to God. Praying and patient-

ly trusting God will keep you from making a big mess with your choices in life. 

      God is with you and will bring you through all of your tough times. With  

every struggle that God helps you with, He also helps you to become more like  

His Son, Jesus. Now that’s a prize worth waiting and trusting God for!

IF YOU SCARE ME YOU’LL SEE A  MILK SHAKE!
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