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October 22, 2017—Read II Samuel 7:16.God’s covenant
with David is significant because the Christ would come into
the world through the lineage of David. David was a king af-
ter God’s own heart. Unlike Saul before him, David brought
honor to God by making God’s law the rule of the land. He
was imperfect, as seen in his public sins, but he was pious,
humble, and repentant. God’s promise to David will have
complete fulfillment in Christ.

October 29, 2017—Read Nehemiah 9:33. Far from
home in the land of captivity, Israel was paying the price for
prolonged disobedience. Nehemiah 9:33 records Israel’s
confession: “We have done wickedly.” Israel is a good ex-
ample of “sowing and reaping” (cf. Gal. 6:7-8). God’s mes-
sage for the church today is that the Lord delights in a peo-
ple who will walk in and do His will. 

November 5, 2017—Read I Samuel 2:35. A prophet is
one who speaks to man for God; a priest is one who
speaks to God for man. The ultimate fulfillment of the
faithful priest in our text is the Lord Jesus. He came to of-
fer Himself as the sacrifice for sin and to provide for man’s
redemption. Jesus sits at God’s right hand as our Advo-
cate. As recipients of God’s salvation, we should walk be-
fore Him in yielded devotion and obedience. 

November 12, 2017—Read Jeremiah 31:33. In bringing
Israel back from captivity, God promised His people future
regeneration. His law would be put “in their inward parts,”
and be written “in their hearts,” as the text says. It is an in-
ternal covenant, not an external one. Israel will have new
spiritual hearts that respond in obedience to Him.  

November 19, 2017—Read Hebrews 12:28-29. The new
covenant in Christ is unchanging. The kingdom that believ-
ers receive cannot be shaken. Let us not only be thankful and
so worship God acceptably with reverence and godly fear
but also be steadfast in spreading the gospel of grace. Verse
29 states, “God is a consuming fire,” meaning He will not be
trifled with. We have a wonderful salvation in Christ, and we
enjoy many benefits in the  new covenant of grace; therefore,
our redemption must bring forth obedience to God in our dai-
ly walk with the Lord. 

November 26, 2017—Read I Corinthians 11:25. It is an act
of Christian service to look back to the cross, worshipping
the Lord for His finished work of redemption. The Lord’s Sup-
per has no saving value, but it is a commandment and an ap-
peal from the One who sacrificed so much for our salvation.
The communion table also looks forward to Christ’s second
coming (Heb. 9:28; Rev. 11:15-17). �

September 3, 2017—Read Genesis 9:11. God’s
covenants are certain of fulfillment (cf. Titus 1:2). The
covenants of the Lord with mankind are either condition-
al or unconditional. A conditional covenant depends on
the obedience or disobedience of man, whereas an un-
conditional covenant will be fulfilled by the Lord regard-
less of man’s obedience or disobedience. For example,
God’s unconditional covenant with Noah specifically, and
with humanity in general, is realized in the rainbow sign,
promising that a flood will never again destroy the earth. 

September 10, 2017—Read Genesis 17:10.Circumcision
identified Israel as God’s special people. It was a distin-
guishing characteristic of the Jews to separate them from
everyone else. God promised special blessings to Abraham
as long as he obeyed the circumcision covenant. Circumci-
sion alone is not sufficient to please God. Only the work of
Christ in our hearts leads us to salvation. 

September 17, 2017—Read Exodus 31:13. The Sab-
bath Day was a special day of the week set aside by God
as a day of rest for His people Israel. In our day, we are far
removed from the original intent of the Sabbath. To honor
Christ’s resurrection on Sunday, early Christians wor-
shipped Jesus Christ on Sunday. It is not a Sabbath Day,
but the Lord’s Day, in which we praise and worship Him.

September 24, 2017—Read Ezekiel 36:26. A new heart
and a new spirit tell of God’s mighty work in the soul,
bringing one from death to life, from darkness to light,
from carnal to spiritual. Salvation is possible only through
faith in the atoning work of Christ on the cross.

October 1, 2017—Read Genesis 15:18. This covenant
with Abram is unconditional, as God would see to its com-
ing to pass (cf. Gal. 3:16). The promise of land would be
realized at the peak of David’s reign, but only for a short
while. The application we should gain from the covenant
is that God is always faithful.  

October 8, 2017—Read Exodus 19:17.When God deliv-
ered Israel from Egyptian bondage (cf. 12:13), it was a
miraculous display of omnipotence. Israel was God’s spe-
cial, holy people, separated unto Him. God provided for Is-
rael all the way to Canaan and drew near to them.

October 15, 2017—Read Exodus 20:24. Israel’s path-
way would always have the blessing of God’s presence.
Wherever God was worshipped in sincerity, that is where
He would meet with His people and bless them. Follow-
ers of Christ are called to meet in His name. Any sincere
gathering in His name will be blessed (Matt. 18:20). 

Minute Meditations

Covenants with God
BY JOHN LINEBERRY, M.S.
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WESTERNERS today are afforded
tremendous freedom. Church

services, other public meetings, social
media, newspapers—all exemplify the
ability to speak freely regarding all mat-
ters of life and existence. Every Sunday
presents another glorious opportunity to
worship our Creator without the threat of
government infringement or a higher
church body threatening persecution.

Such was not the case in Europe for
several centuries leading up to the ear-
ly sixteenth century. The Roman
Catholic Church exercised their au-
thority with an iron fist, and those who
claimed to be followers of Christ but
did not submit to the pope’s edicts
were considered outside the bound-
aries of God’s grace. The message
from Rome was that God’s grace and

salvation were earned by a system of
meritorious works. Few dared to pub-
licly challenge that notion with biblical
truth, but that would change on a cool
autumn day in 1517, when a man
named Martin Luther asked the
Catholic Church to change their minds
about their doctrine of salvation.

Martin Luther’s life has had an im-
pact on the Western world for the past
five centuries. But the most profitable
examination of his life must involve the
ways the Holy Spirit prompted Luther
away from a works-based under-
standing of salvation and toward a
clear understanding of the gospel. The
Lord’s sovereign plan to save Luther
began with important historical events
that set the stage for the Europe he
would call home.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
A simple study of European history

demonstrates that the continent has al-
ways been in a state of political and cul-
tural flux. The decades preceding
Luther’s birth were certainly no excep-
tion. Of prime importance were the
Renaissance and the rise of humanism,
secular movements that often carried
an aspect of Christian identity. Such
movements would serve as important
tools in preparing people to accept the
message of the gospel and celebrate
the spiritual freedom it offers.

The Renaissance in Europe began
in the 1300s and would continue past
Luther’s time. It was well established,
especially in Italy, by the time Luther
was in his adult years. In fact, even be-
fore Luther’s conversion, Leonardo da
Vinci painted the famous Last Supper
and Michelangelo painted the ceiling
of the Sistine Chapel.

It may be easy to overlook these
works simply as beautiful pieces of art,
but they represented a cultural change
in Europe that celebrated an aestheti-
cally beautiful representation of biblical
subjects. Sadly, much of the art of the
Renaissance was funded and con-
trolled by the Roman Catholic Church
and often included non-biblical aspects,
such as Leonardo da Vinci’s Italian,
rather than Jewish, setting for Passover
and Michelangelo’s depiction of heaven
and hell. Nevertheless, the Renaissance

By Grace Alone Through Faith Alone:
The Testimony of Martin Luther

BY J. A. LITTLER, M.DIV.

From the Editor’s Desk

After Five Hundred Years,
It Still Matters

BY DON RUFF

ACCORDING to studies and polls taken by Christian organizations, there are
a substantial number of people in America (and no doubt the world) who be-

lieve that God will allow people into heaven based on the good they have done
here on earth. The Barna Group has stated that according to their research
“roughly two out of five Americans have confessed their sinfulness and professed
faith in Christ” and that “many adults believe, however, that they will go to heav-
en as a result of their good works. Broadly speaking, this is the most common
perception among Americans who have never made a commitment to Jesus—
and it is also quite common among self-identified Christians” (www.barna.org).

In a blog titled “Is the Reformation Relevant Today?” posted on blueletter
bible.org, Thaddeus Williams stated, “A recent survey asked a large number of
professing Christians how we get to heaven: Is it by good works or as an act of
grace?An alarming 73% of Protestants in mainline denominations said that God
lets us into heaven based on our good works” (blogs.blueletterbible.org).

God’s Word is clear on the subject of how a person gets to heaven. Jesus
Himself said, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”
(John 3:3). The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 10:9, “If thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” 

Doing good deeds is nowhere stated in the Bible as the means to salvation.
Ephesians 2:8-9 bluntly states, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

And this was the ultimate point made five hundred years ago, on Octo-
ber 31, 1517, when out of love for the truth of God’s Word, Martin Luther pre-
sented his Ninety-Five Theses. “Luther contended for a biblical view of salva-
tion in which all credit goes to the amazing grace of God. Thus, Luther helped
start the Protestant Reformation” (Williams).

In this issue of the GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, you
will find articles celebrating this widespread theological revolt in Europe and the
work God did through Martin Luther. The Protestant Reformation is still relevant to-
day. Too many people are lost, believing that salvation is works-based. “We are
saved by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone, for God’s glory alone. And
we know this because Scripture alone is our highest standard for truth. We don’t
determine what is good and true about God. God does” (Williams). �
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and ascetic practices—going without
sleep, enduring bone-chilling cold with-
out a blanket, and flagellating himself.
As he later commented, ‘If anyone could
have earned heaven by the life of a
monk, it was I’” (christianitytoday.com).

This self-infliction, both physical
and mental, never filled the void that
was in Luther’s soul. Even though he
was taught to see within the Scriptures
a works-based salvation, the convic-
tion he was experiencing within his
soul indicated otherwise. Soon, Martin
Luther could no longer resist the over-
whelming conviction of the Holy Spir-
it and needed to respond.

CONVERSION
The conviction Luther experienced

came from some particular passages
of Scripture, especially in the book of
Romans. While lecturing at Wittenberg
University, he meditated on the mean-
ing of Romans 1:17: “For therein is the
righteousness of God revealed from
faith to faith: as it is written, The just
shall live by faith.” 

It is interesting to note that the Apos-
tle Paul was in fact quoting Habakkuk
2:4: “Behold, his soul which is lifted up
is not upright in him: but the just shall
live by his faith.” Luther observed that
this theme of righteousness being con-
nected to faith was not simply a New
Testament idea but a driving theme in
both Old Testament prophecy and the
New Testament epistles.

Luther realized through God’s Word

through faith alone and the freedom of
man to search out the Scripture and
call out to God for salvation on his own.
As has commonly been said about this
historical context, “Erasmus laid the
egg that Luther hatched.”

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION
Martin Luther was born in 1483 to

Margarethe and Hans Luther in
Eisleben, Germany. Hans worked in
the copper mines of Mansfeld and
raised his son there, but Martin’s fa-
ther had greater aspirations for his son
than simply mining. Martin started his
education when he was seven. He lat-
er entered the University of Erfurt in
1501, where he demonstrated ex-
traordinary academic skill, graduated
quickly (earning his master’s degree),
and became renowned as one of the
university’s best public debaters.

His life took a drastic turn in 1505
when he was nearly struck by a bolt of
lightning on his way to Erfurt. He cried
out to Anne, traditionally believed to be
Mary’s mother and patron saint of min-
ers. In his terror, he vowed to be a monk.
True to his word, Luther forfeited all his
earthly treasures and became a monk.

For the next twelve years, Luther lived
and breathed a false gospel. His entire
identity became centered on what he
did and whether it measured up to
God’s standard of righteousness. He
did everything in his human power to
show himself righteous. Indeed, “Luther
was extraordinarily successful as a
monk. He plunged into prayer, fasting,

offered Europeans a new opportunity to
consider art as awe-inspiring.

The Lord used such cultural ad-
vances to prepare Luther for his Ref-
ormation role, not only through art, but
especially through the written word.
Around 1450, Germany’s own Johann
Gutenberg invented a mechanical,
metal, moveable-type printing press,
resulting in the enhanced ability to re-
produce mass amounts of written
copy. In addition, a Catholic priest
named Erasmus pioneered a new cul-
tural and philosophical movement in
Europe: Christian humanism.

“Humanism” as it is used today em-
phasizes that people are able to create
their own truth and have no need of God
or some other higher spiritual authority.
While the pre-Reformation “Christian
humanism” was not perfectly in align-
ment with the gospel, its emphasis was
on the individual’s ability to recognize
and search out truth for his own rather
than completely rely on the church for
its discovery and interpretation. 

With this new philosophy in mind,
Erasmus advocated for the publication
of Scripture into the language of the
common man (made more possible by
the moveable-type printing press).
That a Catholic scholar would support
such a belief was unique, given the
persecution others experienced for
having attempted such a goal in the
past. Nevertheless, this was God’s
way of using the culture of unsaved
man to prepare hearts for a reformation
centered on salvation by grace alone

“I have held many
things in my hands,
and I have lost them
all; but whatever I

have placed in God's
hands, that I still

possess.”
—Martin Luther, Letter no. 1610 to Justus Jonas the Elder,

written from V/Feste Koburg (Fort Coburg) on 29 June (?)
1530

Portrait of Martin Luther painted by Lucas Cranach the Elder in 1528 (Public Domain)

(Continued on page 50)
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THE sixteenth-century movement
known as the Protestant Refor-

mation was an earnest “attempt to re-
turn to the early purity of the Christi-
anity of the New Testament” (Cairns,
Christianity Through the Centuries,
Zondervan). Such an effort was ne-
cessitated by the corruption—both
theological and ecclesiastical—in the
Roman Catholic Church.

The Reformation began in 1517 and
continued to about 1685 (protes
tantism.co.uk). While the German
monk and university professor Martin
Luther is rightly credited with initiating
the Reformation, it grew to include Ul-
rich Zwingli in Switzerland, John
Calvin in France, and many others.

These Reformers were dealing with
a number of issues in which church
traditions and teachings conflicted
with the Bible. However, historians
have summarized the theological
principles that characterized the Ref-
ormation in several Latin phrases:
sola scriptura (Scripture alone), sola
gratia (grace alone), sola fide (faith
alone), solus Christus (Christ alone),
and soli Deo gloria (to God alone the
glory).

The Reformers understood the ne-
cessity of maintaining these biblical
principles without compromise if the
Christian faith was to survive and ac-
complish God’s purposes. Indeed,
they are just as crucial to the Christian
church today as they were five hun-
dred years ago. 

SCRIPTURE ALONE
(SOLA SCRIPTURA)

From the very beginning, the Refor-
mation centered on the authority of the
Bible. “For the preceding one thou-
sand years the authority of the church
had developed continuously until the
tradition of the Roman Catholic
Church and the authority of the papa-
cy [the pope] determined what the
people were to believe” (Enns, The
Moody Handbook of Theology,
Moody). The church did not reject
Scripture but added its own traditions
and raised church teachings, or inter-
pretations, to the level of Scripture. In
fact, as it was with the scribes and
Pharisees of Jesus’ day, these tradi-

tions and teachings “made the com-
mandment of God of [no] effect” (Matt.
15:6). 

In opposition to church teaching,
Luther and the other Reformers em-
phasized that “all scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness” (II Tim.
3:16). In other words, the Bible comes
from God and is alone sufficient for our
knowledge of God and our spiritual
development.

The Reformers therefore demand-
ed that “every issue be tested by the
authority of sola Scriptura!” (Mc-
Goldrick, “Three Principles of Protes-
tantism,” Reformation and Revival
Journal, Reformation and Revival
Ministries, Winter 1992). This testing
by Scripture led the Reformers to re-
ject some key theological teachings
of the church, particularly those relat-
ed to the doctrine of salvation.

The Protestant principle of Scripture
alone was simply a return to the teach-
ing of Christ and the apostles. As true
followers of Christ, we too must test all
things by Scripture. It is on the Bible
we must make our stand in a day when
such a commitment is certain to bring
opposition and ridicule from a world
that wants to write its own rules for life
and behavior. The Bible, and the Bible
alone, is wholly true, and on this there
can be no compromise.

GRACE ALONE (SOLA GRATIA)
A second principle of the Protes-

tant Reformation was sola gratia, or
“grace alone.” The Reformers be-
lieved in the authority of Scripture,
and the Bible plainly states, “By
grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man
should boast” (Eph. 2:8-9). Thus,
Luther and the others insisted that
“salvation comes by the pure, unmer-
ited favor of God, by grace alone”
(McGoldrick). 

This clear biblical truth, however,
brought the Reformers into conflict
with church teaching. The Roman
church acknowledged the need for
grace but insisted on making salvation
by grace plus works. The church

The Reformation Principles
for Today

BY JARL K. WAGGONER

taught that eternal life is both the gift
of God and a reward for one’s good
works. Thus, while grace was ac-
knowledged, it was seen as insuffi-
cient in itself.

The Bible refutes such an under-
standing of both grace and salvation.
In fact, salvation cannot be by grace if
any kind of works are involved. 

If salvation requires human merit at
all, all people are, and will remain,
hopelessly condemned. Romans 3:10
makes it exceedingly clear: “There is
none righteous, no, not one.” How can
one “merit” God’s grace without righ-
teousness? When Jesus likened a rich
man’s entering the kingdom of heaven
to a camel going through the eye of a
needle—something that is impossi-
ble—His disciples asked, “Who then
can be saved?” (Matt. 19:25). Jesus
said, “With men this is impossible” (vs.
26). In other words, even through the
greatest of human efforts, one cannot
obtain salvation. Salvation is possible
only with God.

It is the hallmark of man-made reli-
gion to attribute to man the means to
secure his own salvation. Human pride
revels in making salvation a reward
rather than a gift. The medieval church
had fallen prey to this temptation and
made salvation a joint work of God
and man. Yet it is only by the work of
God alone through grace alone that
anyone is saved. This is why there are
no grounds for boasting in salvation
(Eph. 2:9).

The struggle for the doctrine of sola
gratia did not end five hundred years
ago. Human pride still exists, and in
our self-esteem, feel-good-about-our-
selves culture, there is constant pres-
sure to elevate man in the work of sal-
vation. Invariably, such attempts make
salvation something less than what
the Bible declares and man something
more than what he really is. Some seg-
ments of the modern church tell us to
acknowledge our own goodness,
which makes us objects of God’s love;
the Bible urges us to humbly acknowl-
edge our sinfulness and hopelessness
apart from the grace of God in Christ.
It is “the grace of God [alone] that
bringeth salvation” (Titus 2:11).



The Five Solas
SOLA SCRIPTURA

Scripture Alone 
SOLA GRATIA

Grace Alone
SOLA FIDE
Faith Alone

SOLUS CHRISTUS
Christ Alone

SOLI DEO GLORIA
To God Alone the Glory

FAITH ALONE (SOLA FIDE)
Another, and closely related, princi-

ple of the Reformation was justifica-
tion by faith alone. Sola gratia was the
answer to the question of the means
of salvation. The question of how that
salvation is received, or how one is
made right with God, is answered by
sola fide; it is by faith, and faith alone.

Biblically speaking, justification is
God declaring one righteous by cred-
iting that person with “all the virtues of
Jesus Christ” (Enns). This was the
central issue for Luther. After years of
anguish over his sin and his attempts
through religious devotion and con-
fession to find salvation and peace
with God, Luther finally found the sim-
ple truth he longed for in the Bible: jus-
tification is by faith alone (cf. Rom.
1:17; 3:28; 5:1). 

Luther discovered that the righ-
teousness he needed was found not in
his own sinful being but in Christ. The
righteousness God demands comes
from God Himself, and it is received by
faith in Christ. Understanding this
freed the great Reformer from the nev-
er-ending quest to earn God’s ap-
proval. He grasped the biblical teach-
ing that justification is a matter of
personal faith, not of works or acts of
religious devotion. 

Indeed, justification by faith alone
was the keynote of the Reformation
doctrine. “The growing desire of the
time was experience of salvation in the
heart, an inward conscious assurance
of salvation that the peraphernalia of
the medieval Roman Church was not
providing because it did not preach a
finished work of Christ and the suffi-
ciency of faith to appropriate it” (Cul-
ver, Systematic Theology: Biblical and
Historical, Mentor).

The Reformers grasped the crucial
importance of this doctrine. They un-
derstood that sinful people can be
right before God only if they possess
perfect righteousness; yet this is im-
possible for fallen humans, whose fee-
ble works tainted by sin can never
meet God’s demands. The only an-
swer is the biblical one: we receive
Christ’s righteousness by simple faith.
As Paul wrote, “To him that worketh
not, but believeth on him that justifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted for
righteousness” (Rom. 4:5).

To unbelievers, this simple gospel is
“too easy.” In their pride, they insist
there must be something they can do
to acquire eternal life and acceptance
FALL QUARTER 2017 (199) 7

with God. They are like the wealthy
young man who asked Jesus, “What
good thing shall I do, that I may have
eternal life?” (Matt. 19:16). Pride in
their own works keeps many from the
truth that justification is by faith alone.
People must confront their own sin
and inability to please God. All must
come to Him with empty hands
through faith in Jesus Christ.

CHRIST ALONE
(SOLUS CHRISTUS)
AND TO GOD ALONE THE GLORY
(SOLI DEO GLORIA)

In more recent times, historians
have added to the original three Ref-
ormation principles two more princi-
ples that accurately reflect emphases
of the Protestant Reformation. The
first, sola Christus, or “Christ alone,”
points again to justification by faith.
The basis of justification is Jesus

Christ and His substitutionary death.
Just as our sin was placed on Christ
(He was made “to be sin for us” [II Cor.
5:21]), so His righteousness was cred-
ited to us (we were “made the righ-
teousness of God in him”). Only the
perfect God-Man could do this for us.

This Reformation principle also
meant Jesus Christ is the only Media-
tor there can be between God and
man, as I Timothy 2:5 declares. There
is no place for the Roman church’s
priests and saints acting as intermedi-
aries. Christ, and Christ alone, is our
fully sufficient High Priest.

The final principle of the Protestant
Reformation was “to God alone the
glory.” In a sense, this summarizes the
goal of all the other principles. He
alone is to receive glory for His Word
and His work of salvation through
Christ. This emphasis stood in con-
trast to the Roman Catholic Church’s
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I Am Rich!
BY TERRY A. CLARK

elevation of the pope, the veneration
of saints, and even the glory given to
human beings by attributing to them in
some measure the work of salvation.

The Reformation returned to the
biblical teaching that God is sovereign
over all of life, and as such He alone is
worthy to be glorified. All of life is to be
lived under Christ’s lordship and ded-
icated to God’s glory. “For of him, and
through him, and to him, are all things:
to whom be glory for ever” (Rom.
11:36; cf. Eph. 3:21; I Pet. 4:11; Rev.
1:6).

LESSONS FROM THE
REFORMATION

Not only was the Protestant Refor-
mation a major turning point in histo-
ry, but in many ways it was a high
point as well, in that it freed people
from enslavement to their own unwor-
thy attempts to gain God’s favor. From
every high point, however, there is a
gradual (sometimes rapid) decline
that eventually requires a concerted
return to the biblical principles set
forth in the Reformation. It would
seem that time is already past. As so-

ciety plummets deeper into moral and
spiritual chaos, it threatens to pull the
Christian church down with it, leading
it to compromise the basic truths of
the gospel and to reduce the church’s
influence to that which is superficial at
best.

Sadly, many Christians today have
no idea what the Reformation was
about. This itself is perhaps evidence
of the need to return to the principles
the Reformers embraced and taught
and that set much of the Christian
world on a biblical path. �
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A DANGEROUS DIVERSION
It is difficult to focus on an event that has not yet occurred. We can live in anticipation for a short time, but if

something is to happen far into the future, it is easy for us to get distracted. Satan is always eager to supply a
diversion that keeps us from truly focusing on the spiritual riches that are ours in Christ. It is much easier to fo-
cus on earthly wealth—a mansion we can live in right now, an expensive car we can drive today, or a bank ac-
count balance we can glance at in our checkbooks anytime we want. Those are dangerous diversions. They
can draw our attention away from the eternal riches that are ours in Christ. 

Think about the warnings given in Scripture. Jesus spoke about the dangerous diversion of earthly riches on
many occasions, warning all who would listen about the temporal nature of such wealth. Jesus said that it is
difficult for a rich man to enter heaven (Matt. 19:23). He pronounced a stinging indictment on those who were
rich: “Woe unto you that are rich! for ye have received your consolation” (Luke 6:24).

In the parable of the sower, Jesus warned about the possibility of the Word being rejected because those
who heard had become “choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life” (Luke 8:14). In the parable of
the rich man and Lazarus, the rich man’s request for relief from his torment in hell was answered with a reminder
that he had received good things in life, but now—in the afterlife—he was suffering (16:19-26).

Perhaps the clearest statement made by Jesus about earthly riches was in the Sermon on the Mount, “Lay
not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through
and steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:19-21).
In that same passage, Jesus stated the simple truth that man cannot serve both money and God (vs. 24). A
consuming passion for earthly wealth is always going to be at odds with a consuming passion to know and love
God!



FALL QUARTER 2017 (201) 9

wrote, “Blessed be the God and Fa-
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively hope
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead” (1:3). Do not permit the
difficulties of this life to nibble away at
your eternal riches in Christ. 

The Apostle Paul mentioned our rich-
es in and through Christ on numerous
occasions. In defending his ministry
among the Gentiles, Paul spoke of the
saints, “to whom God would make
known what is the riches of the glory of
this mystery among the Gentiles; which
is Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Col.
1:27). The “riches of the glory” of God’s
mystery is “Christ in you.” This blessing
is simple. If we are in Christ, He is in us,
through the presence of the indwelling
Holy Spirit. This is a present-tense
blessing. We do not have to wait for eter-
nity to be with God. He is present with
us as soon as we receive Him into our
hearts. 

When Paul wrote to the church in
Ephesus, he described the privilege of
preaching to the Gentiles and explain-
ing to them “the unsearchable riches of
Christ” (Eph. 3:8). This marvelous
phrase has resonated in the hearts of
Christians for nearly two thousand
years. Our spiritual wealth is found in
one possession—a relationship with the
living God through faith in His Son, Je-
sus Christ. Many other blessings attend
that relationship, but all those blessings
come because of that relationship. Be-
cause of that relationship we live tri-
umphantly, even if we are persecuted or
scorned or rejected by others. 

In Revelation 2 and 3, we find the
letters to the seven churches of Asia
Minor. Note the assurance Christ gave
the church in Smyrna: “I know thy
works, and tribulation, and poverty,
(but thou art rich) . . . be thou faithful
unto death, and I will give thee a crown
of life” (2:9-10).

Jesus said that even in the midst of
poverty, the Christians in Smyrna were
rich! They were going to receive a
crown from Him! He knew of their
poverty and suffering and even of fu-
ture persecutions they were going to
face. All that was temporary and, in the
end, inconsequential. They were rich
because they knew Him and He knew
them! Even in poverty and prison, they
were rich beyond measure.

POOR MAN-RICH MAN
We do not become spiritually

wealthy by any earthly accomplish-

TRUE WEALTH
While we often think of the blessing

of eternal life and know that it is ours
if we are in Christ, we still think of it as
something occurring in the distant fu-
ture. That is unfortunate! We should
think of our spiritual riches in the pres-
ent tense as well as the future tense.

Have you ever had medical tests
and had to wait several days for the
test results? You know how it was for
those few days. The uncertainty and
the possibility of a bad report can
weigh heavily on your heart.

I once knew a man who was the de-
fendant in a criminal trial. Although he
was not guilty of the crime he was ac-
cused of committing, he knew that it
was still possible for him to be found
guilty and sent to prison.

As the man’s pastor, I was trying to
provide spiritual counseling and en-
couragement. The trial had several in-
terruptions and was prolonged by
months of delays. As my friend await-
ed the jury verdict, another delay oc-
curred. A juror had to be investigated.
It was possible that the delay would
last a month. My friend broke down.
He said the waiting and the uncertain-
ty had discouraged him to the point
that he wished he could find a way to
take his own life. Thankfully, I was able
to help him through the delay, and he
was eventually exonerated.

Uncertainty can cause dread and
can lead to panic. Spiritually, the
thought of judgment and the pro-
nouncement of a verdict regarding
eternity can be a constant worry to
some folks. This should not be! Jesus
said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He
that heareth my word, and believeth
on him that sent me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condem-
nation; but is passed from death unto
life” (John 5:24). That is the promise of
Jesus! Why should we worry? If we
believe in Him, our eternal home with
Him is assured. We possess no
greater blessing than this!

Whatever trials and tragedies might
befall us in this life, we are assured of
eternity with our Saviour. God’s abun-
dant mercy has been showered on us
if we have received Jesus Christ as our
Lord and Saviour.

In his first epistle, the Apostle Peter
wrote to Christians who were strug-
gling through very difficult trials and
periods of persecution. Peter remind-
ed them of the certainty of their future,
despite their temporary afflictions. He

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in
the original writings, are the Word of God, and the final
authority in faith and conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all
things, eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold
relationship, that of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incar-
nate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of
God; that he sinned and thereby incurred not only
physical death but also spiritual death, which is sepa-
ration from God; that Adam’s sin is imputed to the
whole race of mankind; that all human beings are born
with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state
of moral responsibility become sinners before God in
thought, word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary
sacrifice, and that all who believe on Him are freely jus-
tified before God and stand before Him accepted in the
character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus
Christ, in His ascension into heaven, and that in His
present glorified body He is the Head of the church, the
Lord of the individual believer, the High Priest over the
house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribula-
tional, and premillennial second coming of Christ; first
to receive His own to Himself, and later to set up His
earthly kingdom and to reign over redeemed Israel and
all nations; that is, to bring peace and blessing to the
whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Je-
sus Christ as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit
and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new na-
ture, and also are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the
body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only
those who trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and
that only those saved through faith in Christ are spiritu-
al brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just
and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the
saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

ment. We become spiritually wealthy
because the Son of God impoverished
Himself on our behalf: “For ye know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that,
though he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, that ye through his
poverty might be rich” (II Cor. 8:9).

We have received indescribable and
eternal spiritual wealth not because of
what we have done. It is given to us as
a gift because of what Christ has done
for us. “He [God] hath made him
[Christ] to be sin for us, who knew no
sin; that we might be made the righ-
teousness of God in him” (II Cor. 5:21).
Because Jesus paid the ultimate price
for our redemption, we who were
poverty-stricken in our sin can receive
His love, mercy, grace, and “un-
searchable riches” (Eph. 3:8). �
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GOD has blessed me and given me
opportunities to tell others about

Him. . . . It has been a great privilege for
me to help send out God’s Word to all
parts of the world.” Miss Grace Mildred
Todd, former Gospel Worker and presi-
dent of Union Gospel Press, thus
summed up her ministry for the Lord
(Reifschneider, Gospel Herald and the
Sunday School Times, Winter Quarter
2012-13). 

After more than sixty years of faith-
fully serving the Lord in the Gospel
Worker Society and its Union Gospel
Press division, Miss Todd went home
to be with her Lord and Saviour on Oc-
tober 25, 2016. 

Eighty-two years prior, on March 9,
1934, Miss Todd was born in the small
community of Egypt, Pennsylvania.
She was the sixth of fourteen children
born to Edgar C. Todd, a self-em-
ployed rug weaver, and his wife, Mar-
garet (nee Souders). 

The Todd family initially had not at-
tended church, so Grace was not
raised in a Christian home. However,
her father’s sister, Irene, attended
Bethel Mennonite in Christ Church
(later Bethel Bible Fellowship Church)
in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Aunt
Irene’s Christian influence was instru-
mental in getting Grace to attend
church with her. Over time, the rest of
the family started attending as well. 

Grace was sixteen years old when
she trusted Jesus Christ as her Sav-
iour. Shortly thereafter, the pastor of
Bethel Mennonite in Christ Church,
Charles Leslie Miller, baptized her in a
church member’s swimming pool. 

Grace then knew she wanted to
serve the Lord in some way. To seek

His will for her life, she entered Berean
Bible School in Allentown, Pennsylva-
nia. Both she and her sister Verna at-
tended the Bible school for two years. 

Through their contact with Reverend
Miller, the two of them learned about
the Gospel Worker Society and Union
Gospel Press in Cleveland, Ohio. He
talked to Grace and Verna about how
they could serve the Lord there. 

In the summer of 1953, Verna left
home and went to Cleveland, Ohio, to
join the Gospel Worker Society and
work at Union Gospel Press. Verna
stayed in Cleveland for about six years
before she left for California to serve in
a different publishing ministry. 

Some of Grace’s other siblings also
worked at Union Gospel Press around
the same time as Verna. Her brothers
Kenneth, Ernest, and Joseph worked
there for a short time. Along with Ver-
na, Grace’s sisters Betty and Carolyn
also served at Union Gospel Press for
a short time. 

During the summer of
1953, when she was nine-
teen years old, Grace trav-
eled to join the ministry of
the Gospel Worker Society.
On the first weekend in Sep-
tember (Labor Day week-
end), her brother Kenneth,
his wife, Valeria, Valeria’s
mother, and Grace’s mother,
Margaret, drove Grace to
Cleveland, Ohio. She was
met there by her sister Ver-
na. 

Miss Todd went to work
that very first week. Her first
assignment was to work in
the Composing Room, using

a linotype machine to prepare manu-
scripts for publishing. Miss Todd was a
quick learner and a motivated and in-
dependent worker. She helped out
wherever she could be used to send
out God’s Word to all parts of the world. 

Miss Todd was then transferred to
the General Office to help out with cus-
tomer service. Later, she assisted with
preparing manuscripts to be typeset
and proofread. She also worked in the
Editorial Department doing markup on
raw copy (instructions for the layout of
printed pages). She again worked in
the General Office, attending to many
duties as assistant supervisor. At one
time Union Gospel Press had a retail
bookstore, and Miss Todd worked in
the store as needed. 

On December 31, 2000, Miss Todd
“retired,” at least from the work of pub-
lishing Sunday school literature, but not
from serving the Lord and others. She
faithfully continued to minister to those
around her, especially the elderly mem-

A Generous and Faithful
Servant of the Lord

Grace Mildred Todd

Born March 9, 1934

With the Lord
October 25, 2016

Miss Todd (standing far right) on a group outing



er Home Building, who would later be-
come Miss Todd’s caregiver. Miss
Todd was their friend, but she was also
like a mother to them. 

Miss Todd also had a close friend-
ship with her pastor, David Rowland,
and his family. When Miss Todd be-
came president of Union Gospel Press
in 2010, Pastor Rowland was hired to
fill the newly created position of direc-
tor of operations. As they worked to-
gether in the publishing ministry, their
bond in Christ strengthened. 

Miss Todd has been described by
those who knew her as generous, re-
spected, adventurous, caring, faithful,
loyal, humorous, helpful, and motivated.
They would also say that generosity was
her greatest gift. She gave to her church,
missions organizations, individual mis-
sionaries, those in need, and her friends. 

Sara Bowling said of
Miss Todd’s generosity,
“Grace was generous
without machination or
manipulation. She never
understood the impact
of her generosity on
others, and giving was
almost impulsive. Her
unspoken philosophy
seemed to be that mon-
ey was meant to pass
through her hands and
into the hands of some-
one with more need . . .
only they can tell you
the stories because she
didn’t boast about her
charity.” 

There were many who
benefited from her gen-
erosity and care. She tenaciously
cared for an elderly couple, cooking
for them, driving them places, shovel-
ing their driveway, shopping for them,
and taking care of their schnauzer
(from which she developed a love for
the breed, owning several of them
over the years). 

Miss Todd showed the same resolve
in making sure the elderly and infirm
ladies of the Gospel Worker Society
were taken care of. After decades of
serving the Lord, the Gospel Workers
were blessed to have an advocate for
their well-being in their later years as
they waited for the Lord to take them
home. She strongly advocated for
keeping the ladies active to keep them
healthy. 

That love and care she showed was
a shining example of God’s grace.
“She lived her faith by her actions,”
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Sara Bowling said. “She was an in-
strument of God’s grace, and no one
has ever been a finer example of
Christianity to me than she was.” 

Marianne Neel added, “It was Grace
who guided me on my Christian path,
answering questions if I asked and
showing me what loving our Father in
heaven meant by her actions.” 

Her adventurous side might not
have been evident to all, but Miss
Todd enjoyed traveling and hiking. She
greatly appreciated God’s creation
and enjoyed seeing it with friends, and
she fully enjoyed taking photographs
wherever she traveled. 

“Everything Grace demonstrated to
me was a love of life and an apprecia-
tion of the gifts God has given—in the
bounty and beauty of nature and joy in
the company of friends,” Sara Bowling

said, remembering Miss Todd. 
At the beginning of 2016, Miss Todd,

who was normally very healthy, began
to complain about not feeling well. She
was experiencing nausea and tingling in
her arms. Others noticed that she was
not her normal self. In February, Miss
Todd was diagnosed with right frontal
lobe glioblastoma. The tumor was un-
reachable with surgery; therefore, it was
only a matter of time before she would
step into the presence of the Lord. 

During the time after her diagnosis,
Miss Todd leaned on the Lord for
strength. While she was president, she
had leaned on His promise in Jeremi-
ah 29:11: “For I know the thoughts that
I think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to
give you an expected end.” Now the
verse meant even more to her. 

bers of her church, North Royalton
Baptist Church. She pictured herself
doing this type of service from then on. 

But on July 30, 2010, Miss Todd was
called out of retirement when she was
elected president of the Incorporated
Trustees of the Gospel Worker Socie-
ty and editor in chief of Union Gospel
Press. She determined to seek God’s
will for the ministry to continue.

In the same motivated way that she
tackled responsibilities of the ministry
before becoming president, Miss Todd
took care of many matters that needed
to be accomplished for the Gospel
Worker Society and Union Gospel
Press. All departments in the press di-
vision were issued a timetable for com-
pleting the various stages of all the
publications. The Union Gospel Press
Manual of Style for writers and editors
was revised. A director of operations
was hired to superintend Union Gospel
Press. The theological editorial depart-
ment was assigned a new supervisor.

Counting the Lord’s blessings of the
past, Miss Todd initiated an updating
of the history of the Gospel Worker So-
ciety and Union Gospel Press. “God
was the Originator of this ministry,” she
once said (Reifschneider). Miss Todd
knew that it was (and still is) God in
control of the ministry. 

Not wanting to rest on the laurels of
the past, Miss Todd was motivated to
move Union Gospel Press forward in
technology. Union Gospel Press has a
Web site for its customers and writers,
and some of its publications are avail-
able online as e-books. 

Throughout the years that she
called Cleveland, Ohio, her home,
Miss Todd created close friendships
with others in the Gospel Worker So-
ciety, at Union Gospel Press, and at
the church she attended. 

All the Gospel Workers were dear to
her, but her first and perhaps closest
friendship was with Miss Anna Bach-
man. They worked together in the
Composing Room, the General Office,
the packing room, and the bookstore.
Miss Bachman, who had become a
Gospel Worker in 1930, was not only
Miss Todd’s mentor, but she also be-
came her best friend and mother figure.
Together they enjoyed going on trips,
taking walks, and going shopping. 

After Miss Bachman’s passing away
into glory, Miss Todd later created
binding friendships with two others—
Sara Bowling, an employee of Union
Gospel Press, and Marianne Neel, the
supervising nurse at the Gospel Work- (Continued on page 51)

Miss Todd at work in the Composing Room 
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GENESIS AND THE GREAT FLOOD 
Given the long life spans of the pre-

Flood patriarchs, one might ask why
the antediluvian history of mankind
(Gen. 1—5) is so abbreviated in Scrip-
ture. At the same time, a question nat-
urally arises as to why a single event
like the Flood is so thoroughly narrated
(chaps. 6—9). Merrill F. Unger answers
these questions with regard to the
complete moral collapse of mankind on
one side but God’s gracious redemp-
tive plan through Christ on the other.

Unger explains, “So rapid was the
moral degeneration of the race that
there was little of value, insofar as the
history of redemption was concerned,
to be catalogued concerning the ante-
diluvian world. The judgment of the
Flood, however, both historically as an
instructive warning to mankind, and
typically, as a foreshadowing of God’s
plan of redemption in Christ, was of
immense importance, and is accorded
extended treatment (Gen. 6—9), com-
mensurate with its spiritual signifi-
cance” (Archaeology and the Old 
Testament, Zondervan).

Most ancient peoples had a creation
story to account for their origins, their
existence on earth. But typically these
stories are presented in a plethora of
fanciful forms that bear little if any re-
semblance to the biblical details of di-
vine creation as recorded in Genesis 1
through 2. Extrabiblical accounts of a
great universal flood, however, are a
different matter.

INUNDATED WITH FLOOD
STORIES 

How many extrabiblical stories
about a universal flood are in exis-
tence today? According to Todd S.

Beall, the range is estimated at some-
where between 150 and more than
500 (“Noah’s Flood: Just Another Pa-
gan Myth?” Bible and Spade, Fall
2015). The student of Scripture natu-
rally wants to know what, if anything,
connects these flood legends to the
great Genesis Deluge. 

Beall enumerates six “elements”
that these accounts seem to share in
common: (1) the flood is caused by
man’s disobedience or irreverence to-
ward deities; (2) a usually pious man
(or occasionally a group) is warned
about the impending deluge; (3) the
flood survivors repopulate the earth;
(4) animals are involved in some way
that facilitates survival of the flood;
(5) the flood vessel usually comes to
rest atop a local mountain; and (6) “in
many (but not all) of the flood legends
the number of survivors [is] eight.”

While the similarities between the
Noahic Flood and ancient worldwide
flood legends are evident, the differ-
ences are virtually legion. But of much
greater importance here is a compari-
son of the Genesis Deluge to the flood
accounts that come from Mesopotamia
in the Old Testament world. Flood leg-
ends that have survived from this region
in the ancient Near East (ANE) share a
cultural context with Genesis that gives
them a significance lacking in other
nonbiblical flood stories. 

These ANE deluge accounts were
uniquely preserved in both oral and
written form. In this regard, Unger
writes: “The tradition of the Flood itself
was persistent among the people from
whom the Hebrews sprang. In Lower
Mesopotamia, anciently known as
Sumer and Akkad, the ancestral home
of Abraham, the Deluge was remem-

bered as a great crisis in human histo-
ry and preserved through oral tradition
and upon cuneiform tablet.”

Unger asserts further, “The most re-
markable parallels between the Old
Testament and the entire corpus of
cuneiform inscriptions from
Mesopotamia occur in connection with
the story of the Flood as preserved in
the recovered literature of the ancient
inhabitants of this region, the non-Se-
mitic Sumerians, and the successors
to their culture and traditions, the later
Semitic Babylonians and Assyrians.”

THREE MAJOR FLOOD EPICS
Three major ancient Near Eastern

flood legends have come to light in
Mesopotamia. These are the Sumerian
Flood Story (also called the Ziusudra
Epic, after the legend’s Noah-like hero),
the Atrahasis Epic, and the Gilgamesh
Epic. As Unger notes, “The story of the
Flood was well-known in Mesopotamia
and enjoyed great popularity, as the dif-
ferent forms of it, either alone or at-
tached to other literary compositions,
which have survived, indicate.”
The Ziusudra Epic. The Sumerian

Flood Story is the oldest of the three
flood epics. It has been variously dated
to as early as pre-2000 B.C. and as late
as the seventeenth century B.C. This
epic is also the shortest and most in-
complete of the three major accounts. It
survives in seventy lines of text
arranged in six columns, with three
columns inscribed on each side of a sin-
gle clay tablet fragment. The artifact
was found at ancient Nippur, about one
hundred miles south of Baghdad in Iraq.

Beall summarizes the Sumerian ac-
count as follows: “There is a decision

Noah’s Flood:
Genesis and Ancient
Extrabiblical Flood Legends
BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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impressive library. While the Assyrian
king’s library dates to the seventh cen-
tury B.C., the Gilgamesh Epic con-
tained therein was based on the much
earlier Sumerian texts and incorporat-
ed the Atrahasis Epic. However, unlike
Atrahasis, Gilgamesh cites no reason
for the flood. 

A major addition to the Gilgamesh
Epic is a description of the vessel that
preserved Utnapishtim and his wife
through the flood. The craft is de-
scribed as a cube, measuring 120 cu-
bits per side. Whereas the biblical ark
had an estimated displacement of
43,300 tons, that of Utnapishtim’s ves-
sel was about 228,500 tons—more
than five times that of Noah’s ark!
(Unger). After Utnapishtim’s vessel
came to rest on Mount Nisir, three
birds—a dove, a swallow, and a
raven—were sent out to determine
whether the floodwaters had receded. 
Evaluating the Flood Accounts. What

are we to make of these flood accounts
and their relationship to Scripture? The
similarities among the accounts are ob-
vious. And this is as it should be since a
global flood in Noah’s day did in fact oc-
cur. As Unger puts it, “Traditions of such
a stupendous event as a world-engulf-
ing Deluge would naturally be expected
to persist in the human race and to bear
some affinity to the inspired Biblical
record as the Babylonian account
does.”

However, it is also obvious that the
similarities between the ANE flood leg-
ends and Noah’s Flood are superficial
rather than substantive. For example, as
already discussed above, the flood is di-
vinely initiated, a righteous individual(s)
is spared and told to build a boat, which
comes to rest on a mountain, and so on.
Conversely, as Unger indicates, “the di-
vergencies in the stories are much more
significant and fundamental.”

Beall concurs with Unger and adds,
“The primary difference is polytheism
in the ANE accounts vs. monotheism
in the Biblical account. The entire tone
of the two accounts is therefore differ-
ent right from the start. This point can
hardly be overemphasized.”

Ultimately, it is a matter of super-
natural enablement. Moses, who wor-
shiped the one true God, wrote Gene-
sis under divine inspiration. All ANE
flood stories, on the other hand, were
written by men who worshipped many
“gods,” who, as in the words of Isaiah,
“were no gods [at all], but the work of
men’s hands” (Isa. 37:19). �

a drought [essential ly a second
famine] to exterminate the cacopho-
nous humans through starvation.

Beall goes on to say, “Finally, in
tablet three Enlil orders a flood to de-
stroy mankind. Enki is bound not to tell
this to Atrahasis, but he gets around it
by telling the walls of Atrahasis’s
house! Atrahasis is told to destroy his
house and build a boat, with a roof and
covered in pitch.”

In his conclusion of the Atrahasis
Epic summarization, Beall writes, “The
destruction of the flood is so horrible
that Enki, Nintu (the birth goddess), and
the Anunnaki regret the flood. The gods
also were affected by the flood, be-
coming hungry and thirsty [due to the
cessation of sacrifices]. The flood last-
ed for seven days and nights. After an-
other gap in the text, Atrahasis provides
food [via sacrifices] for the gods, who
‘[crowded] like flies over the offering.’
Enlil is enraged that man survived.”
The Gilgamesh Epic. The best-

known and most fully developed ANE
flood legend is recorded on Tablet 11 of
the twelve-tablet Babylonian version of
the Gilgamesh Epic. In this legend, Gil-
gamesh, unlike Ziusudra and Atrahasis,
is not the biblical Noah’s counterpart.
He is the god-man king of Uruk, who
sets out on a quest to find Utnapishtim
(the Noah figure) and his wife, who were
the only two people to survive the
Flood. Enlil, the god responsible for the
Flood, was at first livid with anger (as in
the Atrahasis Epic) to learn that two hu-
mans had survived the deluge. But then
he capriciously changed his mind and
made the pair “like the gods” (Beall).

The Gilgamesh Epic, like the best
copy of the Atrahasis Epic described
above, was also part of Ashurbanipal’s

by the gods to destroy mankind with a
flood, a warning given to the pious
king-priest Ziusudra, a seven-day
flood during which Ziusudra was in a
large boat, Ziusudra’s worship of the
sun god who dried up the waters, and
the bestowal of eternal life upon
Ziusudra at the end of the flood.”
The Atrahasis Epic. The fullest ver-

sion of the Atrahasis Epic (named for
the story’s Noah counterpart) is nearly
two-thirds complete and dates after
the Sumerian Flood Story to the late
seventeenth century B.C. The text is
written in Akkadian on three cuneiform
tablets consisting of 1245 lines. Ar-
chaeologists discovered this copy of
the epic in the famous library of As-
syrian king Ashurbanipal (669–626
B.C.) at the site of ancient Nineveh. 

Beall’s summarization of the Atraha-
sis Epic is a good introduction to the
disturbing conduct of the pagan pan-
theon of Mesopotamian gods as re-
vealed in all three major flood stories.
In the Atrahasis legend, the prelude to
the flood begins not with mankind but
with an uprising among the lower-
ranking gods who are tired of doing
menial manual labor for the higher
gods. As a result, the higher gods cre-
ate humankind to serve as their man-
ual-labor minions. This is written on
the first of the three Atrahasis tablets.

The unbelievably petty and absurd
reason for the Flood is revealed next.
Beall writes, “After 1200 years, the
people multiplied and their noise be-
came irritating to Enlil [one of the high-
er gods], who couldn’t sleep!” After
Enlil failed to destroy the noisy hu-
mans by means of a plague—and con-
sequently was “still losing sleep”—he
unsuccessfully tried a famine and then
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IT is inevitable; trials come to all. That
is an observable and verifiable fact.

Why we experience trials is an issue that
demands attention, especially when
those trials are painful and continuous.

Many illustrations of trials can be
found as one reads through the Bible.
As early as the story of Cain and Abel,
there were trials (Gen. 4:9-13). How did
the first family cope with the suffering
caused by that tragedy? We really do
not know, but we can imagine the agony
that Adam and Eve felt in their hearts
when they had to bury Abel, and Cain
became a vagabond in the earth. They
were comforted by the birth of Seth,
who became the father of many righ-
teous descendants (cf. 4:25-26). 

Perhaps the best-known story of suf-
fering through trials in the Bible is the
story of Job. He was a righteous man
who endured incredible losses. It must
have been devastating to have houses,
herds, and especially children taken
away through death and destruction.
His wife must have lamented beyond
comprehension over her losses. 

THE RIGHT PERSPECTIVE
One observation that can be made

from Job’s frightening story is that the
righteous do suffer, and they often suf-
fer immensely! We can lay to rest the

idea that suffering is always a direct
result of personal sin (cf. John 9:2-3).
Job was a righteous man. The adver-
sary, Satan, observed this and chal-
lenged God to allow him to test Job.
He suffered in spite of the acknowl-
edged fact that he was a good man.

Clearly, some suffering is a direct re-
sult of sin. For instance, sexually
transmitted diseases often accompa-
ny sinful behavior. But just as clearly,
not all suffering arises directly as a re-
sult of sin in the life of the Christian.

Perhaps taking a look at the follow-
ing story from John 9 will help us to
gain insight into coping with trials that
are not necessarily of our own making. 

One day, as Jesus escaped from be-
ing stoned by an angry Jewish crowd,
He passed by a man who was blind
from his birth. Jesus’ disciples asked
Him, “Master, who did sin, this man, or
his parents, that he was born blind?”
(John 9:2). Jesus answered, “Neither
hath this man sinned, nor his parents:
but that the works of God should be
made manifest in him” (vs. 3).

Jesus did not attribute any special
sin committed by the man or his par-
ents as the cause of the man’s blind-
ness. His blindness was part of God’s
plan to bring glory to Himself through
His grace about to be shown in the

coming miracle: “When he had thus
spoken, he spat on the ground, and
made clay of the spittle, and he anoint-
ed the eyes of the blind man with the
clay, and said unto him, Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam, (which is by inter-
pretation, Sent.) He went his way
therefore, and washed, and came see-
ing” (John 9:6-8).

The power of God was shown
through the miracle done by Jesus to
remove the man’s trial of blindness.
The once blind man gave Jesus the
credit for the miracle, thus fulfilling the
reason for his trial, “He answered and
said, A man that is called Jesus made
clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said
unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and
wash: and I went and washed, and I
received sight” (John 9:11). 

Among the insights that come from
these verses, we can understand that
God has reason for trials, many of
which we do not see immediately. We
also learn that it is easy to assume the
wrong thing when there is suffering. Tri-
als frequently give the believer an op-
portunity to manifest the work of God in
his life. When a person suffers, he can
complain, moan, and groan, and there-
by cause others to be dragged into a
dark place. Or the same suffering can
draw the onlookers to realize how pre-

Coping with Trials
in the Christian Life
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So often we worry about how we are
perceived by others. Reputation is so
important, but if our reputation has
been sullied, how can we cope with the
negative consequences? Do we act
with pride and anger, or do we face it
humbly with careful self-awareness?
Of course it is expected that some pain
and suffering will result. Misunder-
standing, loss of credibility, and suspi-
cion may dog our steps for a long time. 

Jesus gave us a clear, and perhaps
difficult, set of guiding principles in
Matthew, in the passage that has be-
come known as the Sermon on the
Mount. “Blessed are the meek: for
they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall
obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God. Blessed
are the peacemakers: for they shall be
called the children of God. Blessed are
they which are persecuted for righ-
teousness’ sake: for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven” (5:5-10).

Meekness is not weakness. It is
gentle strength. We are blessed when
we respond to difficult situations with
that kind of strength. Persecution is
being pummeled with undeserved
pain, especially in regard to our stand
for Jesus and His truth. The need for
reconciliation between people will
usually cause significant stress even
on the person who is attempting to be
the peacemaker.

We are blessed by God when we can
see His point of view on these stressful
conditions. If it is His will, He is able to
deliver us from the stress, or He will walk
with us in the valley of the trials. It is of
great comfort to remember the words
that David wrote in the Good Shepherd
psalm: “Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and
thy staff they comfort me” (Ps. 23:4).

SUMMARY
We can assuredly state that the most

effective way to cope with stress is to
remember in faith that God is always
sovereign and omnipresent. God
knows, cares, and is able to correct all
situations as He sees best for each one
of us personally. The stress will always
afflict God’s children, but He is with us.

The final words of what is called the
Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-
20 helps us achieve great peace. Jesus
said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even
unto the end of the world. Amen.” �

sues. Agapē love is joyfully seeking
the best for the person who is the ob-
ject of your love. When consumed by
love of this kind, you will be able to
place these annoyances in the larger
perspective of eternity. Your clean
lawn means very little if your neighbor
does not hear of the love of Christ from
you because of his dog and his own-
er’s lack of courtesy. 

Having done a small amount of in-
ternational air travel, I can assure you
that it is unpleasant to sit next to a fel-
low traveler who does not have enough
sense to cover his mouth when he is
coughing. The close-quartered envi-
ronment of an airplane makes spread-
ing contagious illnesses easier. Should
some of his fellow passengers become
sick with the flu or other virus-induced
illness, they will have cause to be an-
noyed. Forgiveness then becomes an
important coping mechanism for
stressful developments. Whether the
stress-inducing incident is intentional
or not, we are encouraged, not only to
love, but also to show the extent of our
love by forgiveness.

Christians should especially display
loving forgiveness to each other. Con-
sider Galatians 6:1-2: “Brethren, if a
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which
are spiritual, restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thy-
self, lest thou also be tempted. Bear ye
one another’s burdens, and so fulfill
the law of Christ.” We cope with sin-
induced stress by helping a weakened
brother to bear his burden. Some bur-
dens are direct results of personal sin,
and at other times they come more in-
directly. So forgiveness and burden-
bearing are coping devices that will re-
flect the love of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What actually is forgiveness? This
spiritual act may be described as the in-
tentional giving to the offender the free-
dom to forget the past and the remov-
ing from him the guilt of his sin. This
includes not requiring restitution as well.

HUMILITY
We also learn that a humble spirit

can be critical to successfully coping
with trials. Spiritually regenerated
people are conscious of their inclina-
tion to sin. The sin may not be similar
to that of the burdened brother, but it
could be an equally destructive sin.
We all deal with the stress caused by
sin, and we should not be too proud to
admit it. If we can set aside our pride
and reflect the humility of our Lord, we
will live with much less stress. 

cious the grace of God is. 
We have seen that one way to cope

with suffering is to attempt to see the
trial as Jesus Christ Himself sees it.
We might think this is impossible, and
without His help, it likely is; but if we
turn to Him, we can gain a divine per-
spective on our trials.

The glory of God can be revealed in
our suffering. We can rejoice as did the
Apostle Paul, who wrote, “And lest I
should be exalted above measure
through the abundance of the revela-
tions, there was given to me a thorn in
the flesh, the messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest I should be exalted
above measure” (II Cor. 12:7). Paul
asked God three times to have the in-
firmity removed. Instead of removing
Paul’s trial, God helped him through it:
“And he said unto me, My grace is suf-
ficient for thee: for my strength is
made perfect in weakness. Most glad-
ly therefore will I rather glory in my in-
firmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleas-
ure in infirmities, in reproaches, in ne-
cessities, in persecutions, in distress-
es for Christ’s sake: for when I am
weak, then am I strong” (vss. 9-10). 

Paul gained a perspective on trials
that is very difficult for any of us. His
point of view was that a trial is a good
thing in God’s hands. He found
strength in his dependence on God,
realizing that in his weakness, God
was able to make him stronger. In that,
then, we see another coping mecha-
nism—can Christ’s glory be seen in
suffering? 

Do you remember the Old Testament
story of Jacob? When he wrestled with,
as some theologians suggest, the
preincarnate Jesus, he was partially
disabled so that for the remainder of his
life he walked with a limp (Gen. 32:24-
31). A lesson for us from this is that our
Lord has the right to redirect us as He
chooses. He can quickly give us a re-
minder of the foolishness of trying to
run our own lives without His help. 

LOVE AND FORGIVENESS
Often in our lives there are small ir-

ritants that bother us. If a neighbor’s
dog does his “business” on your lawn
and the owner does not have the cour-
tesy to clean up after his animal, you
have reason to be annoyed. But the
way in which you cope with the issue
will say much about how you handle
problems. If you accept the biblical
definition of agapē love, you will gain
insight into coping with annoying is-
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LABOR DAY is a day set aside in the
United States to give special

recognition to working people. This
national holiday falls on the first Mon-
day in September and was begun by
the labor movement to highlight the
social and economic achievements of
American workers.

The first Labor Day holiday was cel-
ebrated on Tuesday, September 5,
1882, in New York City. On June 28,
1894, Congress passed an act, making
the first Monday in September of each
year a legal holiday for Labor Day.

In light of what Labor Day cele-
brates, Christians should take time to
think about what a blessing it is to have
a job (if that is the case for you) and
about what the Bible says about work.
What follows is a brief study of those
who labored in Bible times, most with
God’s blessing and a few without it. We
will also consider how godly workers
back then impact us now.

The first labor we find in Scripture is
the six days of Creation by the first la-
borer, God. When God created the first
man and woman, He gave them
meaningful work in the Garden of
Eden (Gen. 2:15).

Do you consider your work mean-
ingful and important? Christian work-
ers always should. Many years ago, I
worked as an electrician’s helper.
When my boss told me to crawl under
a house, dragging an electrical cord so
that it could be threaded up through a
hole in the floor, I considered that task
quite unpleasant; yet it was important
for getting the job done.

No matter how you might feel about
your job, since you represent Christ, you
need to do the best work you can, with
a positive attitude. Unbelieving cowork-
ers may ask why you are always so
cheerful, even when unpleasant things
happen. “Be ready always to give an an-
swer to every man that asketh you a rea-
son of the hope that is in you with meek-
ness and fear” (I Pet. 3:15).

As a consequence of the Fall of
man, hardship became associated
with work for the descendants of
Adam. God declared to Adam, “Be-
cause thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the
tree, of which I commanded thee, say-
ing, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is
the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt

thou eat of it all the days of thy life;
thorns also and thistles shall it bring
forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the
herb of the field; in the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou re-
turn unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return” (Gen. 3:17-19).

How then is it possible to see work
as a blessed experience instead of a
burdensome toil? Viewed through the
eyes of the unredeemed, work is little
more than a difficult burden that must
be borne. But, viewed through the eyes
of the redeemed, work is a way to hon-
or and glorify God: “Whether therefore
ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do,
do all to the glory of God” (I Cor. 10:31).

Labor continued among Adam’s de-
scendants, and one day a righteous
man named Noah became the first
ship-builder. That God-approved la-
bor required more than one hundred
years to complete (Gen. 5:32—7:6). All
those who witnessed this labor effort
scoffed at Noah and his family. Noah,
the “preacher of righteousness,” sur-
vived “the flood upon the world of the
ungodly” (II Pet. 2:5). Noah’s family
was left to repopulate the earth, and
they and their descendants continued
working to make a living.

Noah had worked willingly on the ark,
closely following the blueprint God de-
veloped for him. His attitude toward the
large task God gave him should be
adopted by Christian workers today. We
can enhance our testimony for Christ by
working willingly and fervently and by
doing our work well. We should follow
Paul’s admonition to the Thessalonians:
“Study to be quiet, and to do your own
business, and to work with your own
hands, as we commanded you; that ye
may walk honestly toward them that are
without, and that ye may have lack of
nothing” (I Thess. 4:11-12).

After Noah’s time, men decided they
needed to build the tallest tower in the
world to show they could ignore God.
They said, “Go to, let us build us a city
and a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name,
lest we be scattered abroad upon the
face of the whole earth” (Gen. 11:4).

This labor movement occurred
when everyone on earth still spoke the
same language. God responded to
this misguided effort by confusing the

languages. Suddenly the tower work-
ers could not understand one another
and had to stop their work. God con-
fused the language of the people and
scattered them all over the earth (Gen.
11:5-9). 

Christians should seek God’s will for
the work they do, and then humbly
and obediently do it. He knows what is
best for His children.

Another labor effort in Bible history
was that of Abram (his name at the
time), who employed herdsmen to
watch over and care for his abundant
livestock. Tied in with Abram’s wealth
in the cattle industry is possibly the first
labor disagreement in history (at least
as far as the Bible records). It erupted
between the herdsmen employed by
Abram and those of his nephew Lot.
The land area that both men and all
their flocks and herds inhabited was
too small to support such a large num-
ber of animals and people. Open con-
flict developed between the two
groups of herdsmen (Gen. 13:2, 5-7).

What then followed might possibly
have been the first successful labor ne-
gotiations in history. Abram success-

Labor Day Reflections for Christians
BY LON F. ACKELSON, TH.D.



FALL QUARTER 2017 (209) 17

the Lord thy God” (Deut. 27:10). 
There was another military leader, of

New Testament times, who was a Ro-
man centurion, one who commanded
one hundred soldiers. He was singled
out by Jesus as showing more faith
than anyone in Israel (Matt. 8:5-10). Al-
though Jesus’ statement did not focus
on that man’s work ethic, we might be
able to say that the centurion’s faith
characterized his work and impacted
those around him. We too should
demonstrate our faith at our work-
place. Each Christian’s faith must in-
form all aspects of life: “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not
I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20).

The greatest work endeavor in
which any Christian can be involved is
sharing the gospel, as exemplified by
the major work of the missionary jour-
neys of the Apostle Paul. Paul’s team
sought to preach the gospel all over
the Roman Empire. In doing so, they
faced much opposition from fellow
Jews and from those people the Jews
stirred up to attack Paul and his fellow
workers (Acts 13:50-51; 14:2, 19).

The first missionary laborers faced
hostile receptions, for the most part
not from the people to whom they min-
istered but from Jewish outsiders who
hated them and incited others to rise
up against them. We might face hos-
tility for speaking of Christ in a secular
workplace, but we have no higher call-
ing as Christians (cf. Acts 1:8).

At Philippi the Apostle Paul and his
team met Lydia, a businesswoman,
who had the honor of being considered
Paul’s first European convert. She pro-
vided hospitality to the missionaries
(Acts 16:14-15). She also provided a
home for Paul and Silas when they
were released from prison in Philippi
(vs. 40). Christian workers should reach
out to fellow workers outside their
workplace. Christians are connected to
each other as “one body in Christ”
(Rom. 12:5). They need to encourage
each other to continue in the faith.

And evidently work is not exclusive
to earth. According to Revelation 7:15
and 22:3, work continues in heaven,
as we serve the Lord.

This Labor Day, pause and give
thanks that as a Christian your labor
can bring glory to God. If you are in the
labor force, praise God that you serve
as a missionary to any unsaved co-
workers. �

daughter, Leah, on Jacob’s wedding
night, his nephew had to work seven
more years for Rachel (vss. 21-30). 

For many, the prospect of having to
work twice as long on a project as ex-
pected would be met with disdain.
However, Jacob so loved Rachel that he
was willing to work twice as long as he
originally expected to make her his wife. 

Though Laban was a treacherous
boss for Jacob, Jacob was an excel-
lent worker for him. Christian workers
need to be aware that the Lord recog-
nizes all work done for Him, as well as
the motives of the workers: “For we
must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ; that every one may re-
ceive the things done in his body, ac-
cording to that he hath done, whether
it be good or bad” (II Cor. 5:10).

Later, we read about how Jacob’s
son Joseph was the leader of a major
labor force in Egypt and God had
brought him out of imprisonment and
had given him national honor in Egypt
after interpreting the pharaoh’s
dreams (Gen. 41:14-16, 40-45).
Joseph, second in command in Egypt,
organized a major labor project to
gather provisions during seven years
of plenty in preparation for seven
years of famine in the Mideast (vss.
32-37, 46-49). 

When the heat of the sun dried up
the crops, leading to famine in the en-
tire region, people in Egypt had access
to the ample provisions God allowed
Joseph to make sure were collected
during the seven years of plenty (Gen.
41:53-57). During the famine, Joseph’s
own family made two trips to Egypt to
buy food for their survival (42:1-3).

The writer of Proverbs might com-
pare Joseph’s work ethic to that of the
ant. Ants are hardworking and so
should we be. Ants need no overseer
to prod them along to work: “Go to the
ant . . . which [has] no guide, overseer,
or ruler” (6:6-7). A lazy person must be
prodded to get any work out of him. An
ant is wise about preparing for the fu-
ture (“Provideth her meat in the sum-
mer, and gathereth her food in the har-
vest” [vs. 8]). Joseph prepared for
future hardship, but a lazy person lives
only for the present.

Years later, under the leadership of
Joshua, we find God-approved military
labor occurring among God’s holy army
as they undertook the conquest of
Canaan (Josh. 1—12). Joshua followed
the commands of his Commander-in-
Chief, and so should we as we work:
“Thou shalt therefore obey the voice of

fully reached an agreement with Lot.
Each would move to new land areas to
accommodate their flocks and herds. 

Abram said, “Let there be no strife,
I pray thee, between me and thee, and
between my herdmen and thy herd-
men; for we be brethren. Is not the
whole land before thee? separate thy-
self, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt
take the left hand, then I will go to the
right; or if thou depart to the right
hand, then I will go to the left. . . . Then
Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan;
and Lot journeyed east: and they sep-
arated themselves the one from the
other. Abram dwelled in the land of
Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities
of the plain, and pitched his tent to-
ward Sodom” (Gen. 13:8-9, 11-12).

The herdsmen complained until
Abram mediated their dispute. Com-
plaints about working conditions are of-
ten heard in workplaces today. Instead
of complaining, Christian workers
should be thankful for the work God has
provided them: “In every thing give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you” (I Thess. 5:18). 

The next significant labor effort was
that of Jacob, who worked seven
years on his uncle Laban’s farm for La-
ban’s younger daughter, Rachel (Gen.
29:18-20). Then, due to his uncle’s
treachery in substituting his older
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SOME couples do not seem to get
it! They fall in love, get married,

and then when some negative things
happen that they did not expect,
everything goes cold. The bright flame
of romantic love dims to a level of sim-
ply surviving. While some couples
learn to cope and thrive with the dif-
ferences they discover between each
other, others turn the discovery into a
game of spite and punishment rather
than working through things together
to make their marriage work. They will
provoke each other to anger and bad
behavior.

This type of behavior, pettiness and
provocation, is not isolated to couples
in marriage. It can happen in any rela-
tionship. It can happen between
coworkers and sometimes even be-
tween brothers and sisters in Christ.
The sad truth is that so many people
have not fully learned how to act un-
selfishly. Too often, we are like children
who poke each other in the backseat
of the car and then tattle to their frus-
trated parents that the other is the one
who started the fight!

That type of behavior could be un-
derstandable if the players in this
game were children. And we can hope
that they grow out of it, given the right
teaching and correction. But when
grown adults display such provoca-
tion, it is harder to correct. That is what
we are talking about here—the perils
of provocation.

Provocation brings to mind a person
who does not let go of things easily
and seeks to keep the battle going by
testing others to get a response. It
gives some a disturbing sense of
pleasure that they are in control.

To provoke simply means to cause
a feeling or action in someone. It is
usually negative in its connotation, but
sometimes it can be used in a  good
sense, which we will discuss later in
this article.

Most problems between people are
caused by unnecessary provocation
that stimulates a negative reaction.

Mob situations on our
public streets often
can be traced to just
one person who
starts a melee
through a simple
provocation l ike
throwing a stone or say-
ing something disrespect-
ful. This is often caused
and fueled by anger that
has not been resolved.
The crowd joins in because it picks up
on that negative energy to join in the
fray of uncontrolled chaos and de-
struction that often follows.

In our human relationships, espe-
cially with those closest to us, there is
the constant danger of being pro-
voked or doing the provoking our-
selves if we are not careful. Satan con-
stantly seeks to destroy relationships
(cf. I Pet. 5:8), and he uses the tool of
provocation to our detriment. 

We read in the Bible that the Is-
raelites constantly provoked God with
their disobedience. Their consistent
provocations give us plenty of insight
into what happens when we provoke
a r ighteous God. Even a casual
search in the Bible for the word “pro-
voke” or its past tense “provoked”
shows that it is quite possible for us to
provoke God. God is righteous, and
He cannot tolerate our disobedience
to Him.

Sin provokes our God to anger.
When we sin or cause others to sin, it
infuriates our God because He hates
sin. In I Kings 21:22, we read how Eli-
jah the prophet rebuked King Ahab
because he had provoked God “to
anger, and made Israel to sin.” When
the Israelites worshipped Baal it pro-
voked God to anger (22:53). 

We also see that when God’s cho-
sen people strayed from Him, it pro-
voked Him also to jealousy (I Kings
14:22). They were shamelessly wor-
shipping other gods, and God could
not tolerate this.

If this makes our God sad and an-

gry, then it should make us feel the
same way. If we are His followers,
then we are called to do what our God
says and reflect His holiness (I Pet.
1:16) and love (John 15:12). Our
moral heartbeats must resonate with
His. 

The New Testament reminds us that
those of us who are fathers are not to
provoke our “children to wrath” but
rather to “bring them up in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).
The antidote, therefore, to negative
provocation is the nurture and the ad-
monition of the Lord. This also means
that we have set that example of a
calm spirit that does not escalate a sit-
uation.

Along with the issue of not provok-
ing others is learning how to respond
to any negative provocation. In Isaiah
53, we read the prophecy about Je-
sus: “He was oppressed, and he was
afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth”
(vs. 7). That is the Christlike (albeit not
always easy) way of responding to
provocation. It might be best to not
say a word but to commit the poten-
tially emotionally charged situation to
God, who will ultimately take care of
things for us. Wisdom from God in the
face of provocation helps us win. It
gives us the courage we did not know
we had. 

In the Bible, the only provocation
we are called to is “unto love and to
good works” (Heb. 10:24). This is cer-
tainly a positive provocation that will
lead to harmony and growth in our re-
lationships. Peter instructed us to ex-
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where the wind impelled them.
That provides us with a beautiful

and fitting picture of what “inspiration”
(God-breathed) means. Those who
wrote Scripture were moved, carried
along, driven by the wind of the Holy
Spirit to write what came from God.
They used their own vocabulary and
grammar, yet the process was super-
intended by the Spirit, and the written
result was what the Spirit wanted them
to write. 

Other passages of Scripture help us
to understand how the writers must
have felt when the Spirit was moving
them to speak or record the message
from God. In the book of Jeremiah, the
prophet spoke of a time when he felt
quite low and was discouraged in his
life as a prophet for God, even want-
ing to quit the ministry, so to speak;
but he could not because God’s word
was like a burning fire within him, and
he had to keep on serving the Lord.
Had he chosen his career path, he
would have quit, but he was a God-
chosen prophet and could not prevail
against God’s calling (Jer. 20:7-9). 

Another example is to be found in
the book of Amos. Amos also was
called by God to be a prophet, and he
found, as did Jeremiah, it was a task
that had to be completed as long as
God had work for him. Note Amos 3:8,
where we read, “The Lord God hath
spoken, who can but prophesy?” In
essence, Amos was saying, I cannot
keep quiet because God has given me
something I must say. 

Then, too, consider the Apostle
Paul’s strong sense of call to preach
when he wrote, “Yea, woe is unto me,
if I preach not the gospel!” (I Cor. 9:16).
Many a person called by God today to
minister His word can identify to some
extent with Jeremiah, Amos, and Paul.

Inspiration is the process by which
God moved the writers of Scripture to
record a sure word from Him that gen-
erations through the centuries could
rely on as being true and accurate.
Those who have the Bible have the
blueprint for building a godly life that
will overflow in good works. �

IN II Timothy 3:16-17 we read,
“All scripture is given by inspiration

of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness: that the man of
God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” 

In what was the Apostle Paul’s last
epistle, he reminded the young
preacher Timothy of the trustworthi-
ness and importance of Scripture.
Every bit of Scripture is from God and
did not originate with man. The word
“inspiration” in the text is the Greek
word theopneustos, a compound
word made up of the word for God
(theos) and pneō, to breathe. It is liter-
ally “God-breathed,” and it is found
only once in the Bible.

Not only was it important for Timo-
thy to have a firm grip on the origin of
Scripture, but it would also be impor-
tant for those to whom he ministered,
and it is important for us today as well.
We should not harbor any doubt about
the Bible being God’s Word in its en-
tirety. Written by men, yes, but it came
from God.

Men were used to write Scripture,
but how did it happen? The Apostle
Peter helps us understand the process
God used to motivate those who wrote
the various books that make up the
Bible. In his second epistle, Peter
wrote of his being with Jesus on the
Mount of Transfiguration and hearing
the voice of God. But then he added
that as great as that experience was,
God has given “a more sure word of
prophecy” (1:19), namely, the written
Scriptures. Peter’s readers, and that
includes us, were to know that prophe-
cy (God’s words) originated with God,
and the men who composed Scripture
did so because they were “moved by
the Holy Ghost” (vs. 21).

When Luke wrote the book of Acts,
he used a form of the word “moved”
to describe how he and all who were
aboard a storm-tossed ship, including
Paul, were forced to go where the
strong wind of a northeaster took the
ship. Those on board were “driven”
(27:15, 17) by the wind and went

hibit genuine moral character with “a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the
sight of God of great price” (I Pet.
3:4). 

Here are some questions for our
own spiritual assessment. In the face
of provocation, can we show that
meek and quiet spirit about which
Peter wrote? Are we willing to pay
the price so that we can please God
and not satisfy our inner impulses
that often tend to draw us into sin?
The answer to facing provocation
correctly lies not in our own inner
strength, for more often than not it
fails us eventually. We need His di-
vine strength. 

Jesus’ example should be our pri-
mary source of encouragement. In or-
der to know how Jesus responded
daily in His time on earth, we would do
well to read and study the Gospels.
Jesus behaved righteously and de-
pended on His Heavenly Father to
guide Him. It takes faith to turn things
over to our Heavenly Father.

Provocation comes easy for all of
us. When we are on the defensive, we
want to get our digs in. We want to
win! But our God shows us that we
are called to live holy and obedient
lives through which we can overcome
the temptation to negatively respond
to provocation, to provoke others,
and to provoke Him to anger. We can
learn from the lessons of those who
went before us in the pages of the
Bible. Practicing silence when every-
thing inside us is screaming to fight
back can be done only by the power
of God.

How then can we succeed and be
victorious when we are provoked? Je-
sus won over every temptation be-
cause He knew the Scriptures. He
foiled the temptations of Satan with
the “sword of the Spirit” (cf. Eph. 6:17).
He recited the Scriptures back to the
devil. He knew how to rest in the arms
of His Heavenly Father. “Not my will,
but thine, be done” was His prayer
(Luke 22:42), and He relied on His Fa-
ther for strength.

Victory over provocation can come
only when we lean on the Holy Spirit.
Jesus did not retaliate when provoked
but trusted Himself to the One who is
able to help in every difficult en-
counter. Provocation can and some-
times will spell peril for us, but we can
respond with the provocation of love
and good works, especially with those
closest to us. �
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THE book of Genesis is an amazing
record of the beginning of the

world, and it features many narratives
Christians have treasured throughout
history. The Garden of Eden, the Tow-
er of Babel, Noah and the Flood,
Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham’s
journeys—all are familiar aspects of
even secular Western culture. 

While they are familiar, it can be-
come easy to dismiss them as ancient
tales that have no bearing on life to-
day. “After all, these stories are thou-
sands of years old. What would Noah
and Abraham know about my busy,
fast-paced, twenty-first-century life?”
one might ask.

Or perhaps you have heard these
Genesis narratives time and time
again and think you may have heard
every explanation and every possible
modern-day application of the text.

Nevertheless, Genesis is a beautiful
book and perfectly demonstrates that
the struggles, heartbreaks, and fears of
life transcend time, space, and culture.
While we are not called to build an ark,
as Noah was, or to be the father of a
great nation, as Abraham was, we still
need the Lord’s help to lead our fami-
lies and journey toward spiritual matu-
rity in our twenty-first-century lives.

One important man among these
Old Testament examples is Jacob. He
certainly experienced a great deal of
family drama, and most of it stemmed
from his own actions. Sometimes, the
struggles were the result of something
he had done years before. In fact, Ja-
cob was known as a deceiver, and he
notoriously compelled his brother
Esau to give up his valuable birthright
in exchange for a mere bowl of stew.
Later, he disguised himself as Esau
and tricked his father, Isaac, into giv-
ing him Esau’s blessing. Thus, it was
through Jacob’s trickery that the
Lord’s prophecy regarding Jacob
would come true: “the elder shall
serve the younger” (Gen. 25:23).

So Jacob ran from his family to a
place that was the home of his extend-

ed family and was smitten by the beau-
tiful Rachel. Almost immediately, Jacob
wanted to make her his wife, and so he
asked her father, Laban, for her hand in
marriage. Jacob quickly discovered,
however, that Laban was just as de-
ceptive and treacherous as he was.

JACOB’S PLANS (Gen. 29:14-20)
Before we examine Laban’s re-

sponse to Jacob’s response, we
should note that ancient customs re-
garding marriage were very different
from what they are today, and Jacob’s
time period is so ancient that we have
relatively scant information on how
people of his time found spouses and
got married. From the text, however,
we see that Jacob made his decision
very quickly and that Laban appeared
to be delighted that one of his daugh-
ters would be taken care of by the ap-
parently capable Jacob. 

After all, Laban admitted that it
would be better for Rachel to marry
Jacob than any of the other options in
her and Laban’s social circles, and it
was considered beneficial to marry
someone within their family. This had
even been a special concern of Abra-
ham for Isaac and of Isaac for Jacob
(Gen. 24:3-4; 28:1-2), mainly because
people outside of Abraham’s family
worshipped other gods and would
lead the men astray spiritually. Clearly,
marrying within a family was not con-
sidered as awkward and socially un-
acceptable as it is today, not only for
spiritual reasons but also because
one’s options were limited by the small
population in those ancient days.

So, in obedience to his father’s ad-
monition, Jacob found a woman from
Laban’s house and purposed to marry
her. The most opportune time to ex-
press his intentions came when Laban
asked Jacob what he would want in
return for all the work he was doing.
So, Jacob expressed that he desired
to marry the younger of Laban’s two
daughters, Rachel. 

It is interesting to note here that

Scripture presents some important
details regarding Laban’s daughters:
“Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel
was beautiful and well favoured” (Gen.
29:17). The Bible often does not hold
back on offering important details, es-
pecially within the narrative books and
when those details pertain to the mo-
tives and desires of the various people
involved. Here, Jacob desired Rachel
because of her beauty and also per-
haps because she was the first person
of Laban’s house he had met (cf. vss.
1-14).

While the physical comparison of
Rachel’s beauty to Leah’s lack of beau-
ty may seem trivial, it plays a pivotal role
in how Jacob’s family grew, developed,
interacted, and lived in relation to God’s
overall promise to his grandfather,
Abraham. In other words, Jacob’s initial
favoring of Rachel over Leah carried on
for nearly the rest of his life, even into
his favoring Rachel’s son Joseph over
Leah’s children (cf. Gen. 37:3).

Scripture also indicates that Jacob
was not intimidated by the seven
years of work that Laban required be-
fore he would give Rachel to Jacob in
marriage. In fact, “they seemed unto
him but a few days, for the love he had
to her” (Gen. 29:20). Jacob loved
Rachel deeply and fused his love with
the work required to marry her such
that the seven years flew by.

LABAN’S SCHEME (Gen. 29:21-27)
Imagine the emotion Jacob would

have felt as he neared the end of the
contracted seven years and proudly
asked Laban to make good on his
promise. His heart was probably full of
excitement and his head full of
dreams. Everything seemed to be go-
ing smoothly, as Laban called for the
men of the town to help him prepare a
wedding feast and celebrate the wed-
ding of his beautiful daughter Rachel.

As mentioned before, we have al-
most no details regarding the exact
wedding customs of Jacob’s day, and
certainly this is the case when we
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practice now, when God’s will is plain-
ly made known, that one man and one
woman only must be joined together,
1 Cor. 7:2” (Commentary on the Whole
Bible, Hendrickson).

APPLICATION
Jacob, the one who had earned a

reputation of deceiving others, was
himself deceived. He met his match in
Laban, the man who was supposed to
be a faithful father-in-law but instead
was revealed to be a cunning, decep-
tive, and unscrupulous man. 

Truly, the biblical principle of one
reaping what he sows proves accurate
in this passage of Scripture (cf. Gal.
6:7). If you invest time, emotion, and
energy into deceiving and manipulat-
ing others, do not be surprised if the
Lord uses the selfishness of others to
convict you of your own selfishness.

Jacob’s legacy is not only one of de-
ception and “just deserts” but also
serves as an example of how the Lord
uses broken situations to accomplish
His ultimate plans. Jacob’s marriage
to two women was the beginning of a
broken family characterized by strife
and drama. Nevertheless, the Lord
used Jacob as part of Jesus’ lineage
and to give His people a name, Israel
(cf. Gen. 35:10).

Perhaps you have led a life built on
selfishness. Perhaps your family is
broken because of it. Whatever situa-
tion you find yourself in, know that the
Lord loves you and wants to know
you. This begins by trusting in His Son
Jesus Christ to save you from your
sins (John 3:16; 20:31). Jesus lived a
sinless life and took the punishment
for your sins. He defeated sin and
death.

Amazingly, Jacob was granted a
spot in Jesus’ human ancestry (cf.
Matt. 1:2). Like Jacob, you are not be-
yond the reach of God’s grace. No one
has sinned more than what the blood
of Christ is capable of forgiving (cf.
I Tim. 1:12-17). Even still, the Lord de-
sires to use you in whatever broken
situation you find yourself. If you have
a broken family, he wishes to use you
as a vessel of His grace and introduce
the peace of Christ in what might
seem like an endless cycle of strife.

In times of guilt, turn to Him, realiz-
ing that His grace and love conquer
the hold guilt claims on your life. In-
deed, “There is therefore now no con-
demnation to them which are in Christ
Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). No circumstance is
too broken for His grace. �

ing the weeklong wedding feast but
should be faithful to his new bride. Of
course, Jacob was bound to her in
marriage only because Laban wanted
to deceive Jacob, likely so that he
could have the younger man around to
work in his fields more. 

JACOB’S NEW FAMILY
(Gen. 29:28-30)

So naturally, Laban required Jacob
to work for him for another seven
years in order to marry the woman he
had originally desired to be his bride.
In other words, Laban’s desire for the
work Jacob would provide in his fields
was more valuable to him than his own
daughters. Much like Jacob valued
Esau’s birthright and blessing over his
relationship with his brother and fa-
ther, so Laban proved to be Jacob’s ri-
val in the pursuit of selfishness.

Notice the quick order of things in
both verse 27 and verse 28 of Genesis
29. Jacob is sometimes thought to
have worked another seven years
while married to Leah before he could
marry Rachel, but such was not the
case. Scripture indicates that Jacob
married Rachel shortly after fulfilling
Leah’s bridal week (i.e., the wedding
feast), thus making Jacob the hus-
band of two wives and immediately in-
troducing division into his new family.
It was thus after marrying Rachel that
Jacob began his next seven years of
service to Laban (Gill, Exposition of the
Entire Bible, biblehub.com).

Jacob’s dual marriage to Leah and
Rachel also introduces the sticky ques-
tion of polygamy. It is certainly an im-
portant issue to discuss, for while this is
not the Bible’s first record of someone
marrying multiple wives, it is the first
time a patriarchal recipient of Abra-
ham’s blessing is said to have married
multiple wives. The simple answer is
that while there was no direct command
from God against it, marrying multiple
wives was a foolish course of action.

In his commentary, Matthew Henry
does an excellent job of summarizing
Jacob’s dilemma in marrying both
Leah and Rachel: “He could not refuse
Rachel, for he had espoused her; still
less could he refuse Leah, for he had
married her; . . . The polygamy of the
patriarchs was, in some measure, ex-
cusable in them, because though
there was a reason against it as an-
cient as Adam’s marriage (Mal. 2:15),
yet there was no express command
against it; it was in them a sin of igno-
rance . . . it will by no means justify the

compare what we know of that time to
the wealth of knowledge we have of
weddings in Jesus’ day. What we do
know from the text, however, is that
the wedding was celebrated with a
large weeklong feast. This was a hap-
py occasion, filled with excitement
and the community’s coming together
to celebrate. This is not unlike Jewish
wedding celebrations of Jesus’ day or
even weddings in America today.

What seems to stand out as distinct,
however, is that Jacob did not recog-
nize his new bride’s face until the
morning after the wedding ceremony.
Indeed, we see from the text that La-
ban deceived Jacob and gave him his
older, less attractive daughter to mar-
ry instead of Rachel. Imagine the
shock, disbelief, and anger that must
have raged in Jacob’s heart when his
dreams of living side by side with
Rachel were interrupted by seeing
Leah’s weak-eyed face on the pillow
next to him. Jacob came to Laban and
pleaded for an answer as to why his
seven years of working for Rachel had
been exchanged for the woman he
had not desired to marry.

Laban excused his deception by
saying, “It must not be so done in our
country, to give the younger before the
firstborn” (Gen. 29:26). So Laban de-
fended his actions by saying the area’s
culture did not permit the younger
daughter to be married before the old-
er. Obviously, he never mentioned this
to Jacob, and since Jacob was under
a seven-year-long impression that he
would marry Rachel, it seems Laban
clearly was deceptive in his intentions.

Moreover, Leah’s being a single
woman for the seven years in which Ja-
cob worked for Rachel only reempha-
sizes her lack of desirability. It seems
that no worthy man asked Laban for her
hand in marriage, or perhaps Laban
was reserving her for Jacob. Whatever
the case, Jacob was now wed to Leah
and essentially stuck with a woman he
had entertained no intention of marry-
ing. He was thus attached to whatever
vows he had made and whatever equiv-
alent of “till death do us part” that exist-
ed in his time. He could not and would
not resort to a quick divorce or annul-
ment. After all, he had consummated
the marriage and become one flesh with
Leah (cf. Gen. 2:24; Matt. 19:3-12).

Laban continued his response to
Jacob’s objections by telling Jacob
that he should “fulfil her week” (Gen.
29:27). In other words, Jacob should
not insult Leah by abandoning her dur-
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WHEN watching a television pro-
gram of any kind, we are fully

aware of the story line, but we often
have little grasp of what has gone on
behind the scenes. Although we may
be oblivious to it, there is much that we
do not see. The activity is often quite
frenetic as the director works quickly
to move workers into their places, set-
ting up new camera angles and whis-
pering directions to those who work
the sound and lighting. What happens
behind the scenes is vitally important
to the production. The fact we do not
see it does not detract from its impor-
tance in any way. 

When believers pray, a lot of activi-
ty takes place in the unseen spirit
world, much like the behind-the-
scenes activity in a film production.
We would probably be unaware of that
activity if it were not talked about in the
Bible. For example, the book of Daniel
gives readers a detailed look at prayer
and its importance, but chapter 10
opens our eyes to activities that delay
and seem to hinder our prayers. Daniel
was struck with great fear as he
learned of what was happening during
his prayers, so it is understandable
that we could also overlook the spiri-
tual dimensions of prayer in our lives. 

In Daniel 9, the prophet of God had
gone through a spiritually draining inter-
cession for the nation of Israel as he
sought to know God’s plan for them. His
confession of sin on behalf of the nation
of Israel and his godly desire to know
God’s future plans for them made him
the recipient of one of the most amaz-
ing biblical prophecies ever given. Yet,
there were other concerns for his peo-
ple that burdened Daniel’s heart and
brought him to his knees in chapter 10. 

For three weeks he awaited an an-
swer. Perhaps he felt, as we often do,
that God was unconcerned for him
and what he was going through. He
had diligently prayed. He had fasted,
but there had been no answer. Finally,
the answer came, and God opened
Daniel’s eyes to the importance of
prayer and the seriousness of the spir-
itual battle behind the scenes. 

The angel told Daniel why the answer
to his prayer had been delayed: “The
prince of the kingdom of Persia with-
stood me one and twenty days: but, lo,
Michael, one of the chief princes, came
to help me” (Dan. 10:13). 

Since we are inhabitants of a phys-
ical world, it is difficult for us to under-
stand the spiritual world, even though
the Word of God teaches us about it.
There are unseen spiritual forces at
work behind the scenes when God’s
people pray. 

The Apostle Paul explained the spir-
itual dimension to us in Ephesians
6:12: “For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places.”
Behind the visible difficulties we en-
counter in this world are unseen forces
that are battling for territories and pur-
poses beyond our mental grasp. 

Daniel was a prayer warrior, but he
probably did not totally understand the
battle until he went through the experi-
ences he described for us in the pas-
sage. What we learn about spiritual war-
fare from his prayer in chapter 10 should
cause us to take prayer seriously. 

“God is great. God is good. Let us
thank Him for our food.” Such prayers
seem trite and useless when we un-
derstand prayer as spiritual warfare.
Memorized, perfunctory poetry is inef-
fective when battling the forces of
darkness. Someone described the se-
riousness of it in this way: “Get on your
knees and fight like a man!”

It can be easy to dismiss prayer as
spiritual warfare when so many Chris-
tians get caught up in excesses and
error in this matter. Perhaps it is im-
portant to stress what we know the
Bible is teaching rather than what we
do not know. 

1. We know that believers are com-
manded to pray “always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, and
watching thereunto with all persever-
ance and supplication for all saints”
(Eph. 6:18). With the amazing prayer life
of the Prophet Daniel as our example,

let us take courage in standing strong
for God’s plan for planet earth and pray,
as the Lord Jesus reminded us in
Matthew 6, that His kingdom will come
and His will will be done on earth just as
it is always done in heaven. 

We should learn from Daniel’s ex-
ample that prayer is vital to the out-
working of God’s plan. We may not ful-
ly grasp how, but in His eternal
wisdom, God desires to use us and
our prayer in the outworking of His
plan for human history. We must
humbly accept that glorious task as a
personal responsibility. 

2. We know that there is an unseen
spiritual world that consists of angelic
forces that promote God’s will and those
wicked forces that oppose it (Dan.
10:12-21; II Cor. 10:4; 11:14; Eph. 6:10-
17; I Pet. 5:8). As strange as it seems to
some to talk about spirit beings and
spiritual warfare, one would have to tear
out large portions of Scripture to deny it. 

In accepting what the Bible teaches
about spiritual warfare, we must be
careful not to add to God’s teaching or
distort it and get caught up in unbibli-
cal teaching by those who long to
know more about the spiritual realm
than God has revealed. 

3. We must understand the power
and purpose of prayer. The Word of
God clearly teaches that the purpose
of prayer is not to manipulate God into
doing what we want. Prayer is not in-
forming God but is the process where-
by He informs us and accomplishes
His will and plan for our lives and for
the world. This is perhaps the most
difficult aspect of prayer that a believ-
er needs to understand.

When you read through the prayers
of Daniel or any of the saints, their
prayers are always about God’s glory,
His plan, and the fulfillment of His will
for His people. Too often, we see prayer
as a grocery list we present to God,
hoping He will help us fulfill our plans. 

Daniel’s prayer life teaches us that
the intercession of believers is a vital
plan in our world. This may help us to
understand why answers to our
prayers are sometimes delayed. �
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to the Father. Yet, since none of them
expected their Master’s departure,
what He said about their lack of love
likely caused inner unrest.

Then Jesus said, “My Father is
greater than I” (John 14:28) because
He has no limitations to His deity, like
His Son experienced on earth. The
Father was in position to reward the
Son for His obedience unto death.
There is a hint here that blessings
would come from Christ’s return to
the Father that would benefit His fol-
lowers; so those who were saddened
would then rejoice after Christ’s res-
urrection because of His peace,
among other blessings.

We can rejoice that Christ returned
to His Father in heaven, for He also
inhabits each born-again Christian
on earth and provides him or her all
the spiritual power and strength
needed to overcome any adversity
(cf. John 14:23). All this, plus inner
peace, comes from His presence
within.

“Now I have told you before it come
to pass, that, when it is come to pass,
ye might believe” (John 14:29), Jesus
said. All the outpoured blessings of
the future would corroborate the
Word of Christ and increase the dis-
ciples’ confidence and faith in Him.
After His resurrection, the disciples
would know what Jesus was promis-
ing to them now in a new, exciting
way.

The peace that Jesus was giving His
followers was to see them through His
coming crucifixion and then His resur-
rection. But He also assured them that
He would “come again unto [them]”
(John 14:28). 

Many a legacy is “left” that is never
“given” to the legatee. However,
Christ is the Executor of His own Tes-
tament. The peace He “leaves” He
“gives”; thus all His followers can be
calm within and filled with Christ’s
presence and power. The peace of
Christ is an indescribable joy for the
saved. �

maus road were excitedly speaking
to the other disciples of the Stranger
becoming known to them as the
risen Jesus, “Jesus himself stood in
the midst of them, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you” (Luke
24:36).

The Apostle Paul informs us that
the gift of Jesus’ peace will make His
followers unafraid, just as He was
when He faced His enemies: “The
peace of God, which passeth all un-
derstanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus”
(Phil. 4:7). 

Just think, as believers we have ac-
cess to an incredible inner peace that
unbelievers cannot experience. Not
only are we at peace with God through
Christ’s death for our sins, but we also
can experience a wonderful peace
within that is indescribable. We cannot
fully understand it.

I have had a personal experience of
this peace in a time of adversity. Dur-
ing a f ive-year period of severe
chronic pain, for which I took narcot-
ic pain pills daily, I found peace with-
in as I studied God’s Word and stayed
in fel lowship with my Creator.
Through prayer and Bible study, not
only did I gain peace within, but my
perception of pain also decreased as
I connected to God, the source of my
inner peace.

After promising His peace to His
disciples, Jesus said, “Ye have heard
how I said unto you, I go away, and
come again unto you. If ye loved me,
ye would rejoice, because I said, I go
unto the Father: for my Father is
greater than I” (John 14:28). The Lord
had no intention of hiding the fact of
His departure, but He reminded His
disciples that the sadness of depar-
ture would be relieved by His promise
to come again. 

“If ye loved me” (John 14:28) indi-
cated that the love of His disciples was
yet incomplete. Love desires the best
for the one who is loved. The disciples
should have rejoiced in Jesus’ return

PEACE” is a word used frequently
with farewells in the New Testa-

ment. Paul wrote, “Peace be to the
brethren, and love with faith, from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ” (Eph. 6:23). In his first epistle,
Peter concluded with “peace be with
you all that are in Christ Jesus. Amen”
(5:14). 

However, in John 14:27, when Je-
sus said, “Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you,” “peace” is a
legacy rather than merely a conven-
tional blessing. “Leave” (the Greek
word aphíemi) is rarely used in the
sense of leaving peace for someone.
Aphíemi normally means leaving a
place; however, Jesus used it in verse
27 in the rare sense of leaving peace
to troubled people.

“My peace” is a distinctive type of
peace, very different from that of the
world. Jesus’ followers needed His
peace to calm the panic to come at
such an hour as this, with death so
near for their Master—the One they
were not expecting to die. 

Jesus spoke of His peace to en-
courage His disciples for the persecu-
tion they would soon face. He said,
“These things I have spoken unto you,
that in me ye might have peace. In the
world ye shall have tribulation: but be
of good cheer; I have overcome the
world” (John 16:33).

Two who needed Jesus’ peace were
the disciples on the road to Emmaus
three days after the crucifixion of
Christ, as they walked together with a
man they considered a stranger. That
stranger “said unto them, What man-
ner of communications are these that
ye have one to another, as ye walk,
and are sad?” (Luke 24:17). 

Later, after the two learned the
identity of the stranger, they reported
to the disciples in the upper room:
“They told what things were done in
the way, and how he was known of
them in breaking of bread” (Luke
24:35). 

Just as the disciples from the Em-

The Life and Times of Jesus

The Peace of Christ
BY LON F. ACKELSON, TH.D.
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I AM a “baby boomer,” as sociologists
like to refer to my generation. So

that gives you an idea of the era in
which I grew up. Over the decades I
have observed many changes in a va-
riety of venues. Some are good
changes, such as in technology. Some
are alarming changes.

I remember the times in our nation
when people had no qualms about say-
ing what is sinful behavior. I remember
when morality was based on the Bible,
and few questioned it. The Bible might
not have been the law of the land, but
most everyone was in agreement as to
what was right and wrong.

I remember the times when more
people expressed reverence for God,
not only in the church, but also in the
public forum as well. I remember set-
ting apart the Lord’s day from the rest
of the week and treating it differently
than all the other days. I remember
when we used to attend church and
the line between worshipping God and
being entertained was not so blurred.
Whatever happened to those days?
Whatever happened to sanity in our
nation?

Despite the moral relativism in the
world, what has not and will not
change is absolute truth. God’s Word
is truth (John 17:17), and it remains the
basis for faith and practice despite the
degradation of culture. God is still
holy, and all who are going to live in His
presence now and eternally must rec-
ognize this truth and live in light of it.

Sin is still sin, even when called by a
different name. Sin still grieves the
Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30), and the penal-
ty for all who refuse to come to Jesus
for deliverance from their sin is death
and hell (Rom. 6:23; Rev. 20:15). God
has not changed (cf. Mal. 3:6; Heb.
13:8), and truth has not changed.

What has changed in our culture is
the attitudes people have toward God
and truth. Unfortunately for such peo-
ple, changing what they believe about
God or sin does not change the reali-
ty of both. Psalm 15 is a good exam-
ple of this truth, and it gives a sober-
ing reminder of the outcome for those

who choose to believe falsehoods and
live as they please.

Psalm 15 is what is referred to as an
entrance liturgy. It was designed to ac-
company a procession into God’s
presence. It begins with an inquiry at
the entrance to the tabernacle (and
later the temple after it was built). The
query “who shall abide in thy taberna-
cle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill?”
asks the same question—who can
come before God and worship?
“Abide” and “dwell” in the immediate
context do not so much describe a
long-term stay as a coming into God’s
holy presence for worship. The
longterm nuance of the words is not
lost, however, because the answer to
the immediate question is the same as
the eternal question of who may abide
in God’s presence.

A worshiper (or group of worshipers)
asks the question in verse 1, and the re-
sponse to that question, likely coming
from a priest inside, is found in the re-
mainder of the psalm. The answer to the
question in verse 1 is found in summary
in verse 2: “He that walketh uprightly,
and worketh righteousness, and
speaketh the truth in his heart.” In to-
day’s vernacular, this means someone
who is living rightly before God and man.

Verses 2 through 5 unpack what the
psalmist, under the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit, saw as right actions. Right
actions start in the heart—“speaketh
the truth in his heart” (vs. 2)—and af-
fect one’s actions. Truth is foundation-
al to right living. If we build on a shaky
foundation, the entire edifice will be
unstable. That truth is found in God’s
revelation, both general and special. If
we start tampering with the truth,
which is quite common today, then we
are going to be in trouble.

I loosely translate (or interpret) the
actions listed in the remaining verses
as follows: not running around with a
loose tongue—gossipping or misrep-
resenting the truth (the image is a
tongue that is not staying on course);
not wronging one’s friend or bringing
reproach against one’s neighbor
(harming reputations through gossip

and slander); not honoring the repro-
bate (think of hero worship in our day;
too often the evil are the heroes, even
among Christians); honoring the god-
ly (remember when good people were
the role models?); keeping one’s word,
even if it is inconvenient to do so
(keeping our vows, our promises); and
not taking advantage of those who are
powerless to defend themselves.

It is these people who may come be-
fore the holy God to worship. It is these
people who can hope to live in God’s
presence for eternity. Or as the prom-
ise at the end of the psalm reads: “He
that doeth these things shall never be
moved [or shaken].” Such people will
not suffer loss in the day of judgment
(consider I Corinthians 3:12-15). God
will enable these folks to stand in His
presence forever, delighting in all the
wonder and joy that is part of living in
the new heavens and the new earth.

Clearly more could have been said
in response to the query of verse 1, but
it apparently was not the psalmist’s
object to exhaust the list of all that is
holy or unholy. He was writing a song,
and he made his point quite clear. In-
deed, it is not a list that is the main is-
sue. The main issue here is that one
cannot expect to come into God’s
presence and worship Him, or dwell
with Him in any manner, when he or
she is not walking rightly before Him.

How is one able to walk rightly be-
fore God so that he may dwell with Him
eternally? It is only by God’s grace
through faith (Eph. 2:8-10). It is only
through Jesus Christ alone (John 14:6),
the One who fulfilled all righteousness
on behalf of all who believe, and the
One who satisfied God’s just wrath in
shedding His blood on behalf of all the
Father had given Him (cf. Matt. 1:21;
John 6:39; Rom. 3:23-25).

Salvation from sin changes hearts
and therefore lives (II Cor. 5:17). God’s
people are far from perfect, but they
strive to live rightly in this present
world. It is the redeemed and holy ones
of God who may come into God’s pres-
ence and worship, the ones who may
abide in God’s presence forever. �

Meditations in Psalms

Psalm 15: Abiding in God’s Presence
BY MARK J. HIGHMAN
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own challenges, as well as the fears of
the disciples.

In the previous chapter, Jesus stat-
ed that He had power over His body to
lay it down or take it up again (John
10:18). He would soon say to
Lazarus’s family, “I am the resurrec-
tion, and the life” (11:25). Then He
would go on to do exactly as He had
intended to do, which was to raise
Lazarus from the dead.

There are many times when grief and
loss can bring us to despair. Whether
we figuratively feel like we are dying, or
whether we are literally facing our death
or the death of someone else, Jesus
can still give us hope. He can bring us
out of the horrible pits of depression and
fear. He can work miracles in our lives to
change our situation and calm us when
we are in need. Even when we do not
understand, we can be sure that Jesus
is already at work behind the scenes,
bringing things together for His glory
and for our good. 

We must trust Christ through every-
thing. As Thomas learned several times,
Jesus knows what He is doing. Take
comfort in His leading and care. �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

uses for “die” (apothnesko) suggests a
much more literal death. Thomas cer-
tainly seemed to be a sad person at
times, but upon further examination of
this passage, it seems entirely possi-
ble that he actually thought they would
die if they went to see Lazarus. 

In reply to Jesus’ statement that
they were heading to see Lazarus, the
disciples reminded Him, “Master, the
Jews of late sought to stone thee; and
goest thou thither again?” (John 11:8).
The incident the disciples were refer-
ring to was the reaction of the Jews to
Jesus’ recent teaching in Jerusalem
(10:31). The disciples knew that Jesus
was on the religious elite’s bad side
and that going to see Lazarus in
Bethany was dangerously close to be-
ing within their reach (cf. 11:18).

When Thomas made his statement,
he was facing the grim reality that
Christ was marching closer toward a
confrontation with those who wanted
Him dead. Thomas recognized that the
probability that they would all die by
way of violence was increasing. He
feared that like Lazarus, they too would
face an untimely end. Thomas was
willing to follow Jesus, but he had no
confidence any of them would survive.

Thankfully, Jesus knew what He
was doing when He deliberately de-
layed going to Lazarus’s side, but now
He was unwavering in His determina-
tion to go to him, even if it meant fac-
ing death. He would meet head-on His

Q. What is the meaning of Thomas’s
statement, “Let us also go, that we
may die with him” (John 11:16)?
A. When one reads the various state-
ments in Scripture about Thomas, it is
easy to gather that he was a realist. He
did not always possess an under-
standing about Jesus’ mission and did
not provide a positive perspective at
times (cf. John 14:5; 20:24-25). In
John 11:16, we must look at context
before we can understand the mean-
ing and then apply the issue of faith
with which it deals.

There are two different explanations
given for Thomas’s statement, and both
relate to the surrounding section (John
11:11-44). The first reason lies in the sit-
uational context of the text. Lazarus had
been sick and recently succumbed to
that sickness in death (vss. 3, 14). Even-
tually, Christ would raise him from the
dead, capping the seven sign miracles
John presented in his Gospel.

Some take the statement to mean
that Thomas was wanting to go grieve
for Lazarus, suggesting that dying here
is figurative for grieving. The close re-
lationship between Jesus, His disci-
ples, and Lazarus is seen throughout
the whole passage but is explicitly
stated in verse 11, when Jesus calls
him “our friend.” This would go in hand
with Christ’s outpouring of emotion in
verse 35 over Lazarus’s death.

The problem with this understand-
ing of the text is that the word Thomas

Bible Bookmark

A Question of Confidence in Christ——
John 11

BY DR. JEREMY KAMER

“God is Love,” the Bible says,
Why then be afraid

Any time to ask of Him
For His loving aid?

He delights to help His own,
Any time they pray;

He will hear and answer them
Noon or night or day.

“God is love” in all He does,
And in all His ways;

Let us then with all our hearts
Give Him thankful praise. �

—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.

“God Is Love”



26 (218)

ANITA KISHAN was born and raised
in India as a Hindu, but she says

that God had His hand upon her from
the start.

Steeped in Hinduism, she was
taught that there are many gods. But
while Hindus believe in thousands of
gods, in fact, there is one main god
who comes back in three forms. Ani-
ta says they are “creator god,” “pre-
server god,” and “destroyer god.”  

Hinduism also teaches reincarna-
tion. How a person lived one lifetime,
whether good or bad, determines the
form or caste he will be born into in his
next life. This is also called “rebirth.”

Hinduism is a very ancient religion.
Besides their many gods, there are
many rules and regulations. Anita em-
phasizes that grace is absent from
Hindu teaching.

To Christians, especially if we have
never experienced life outside the
Christian faith, Hinduism may sound
very unusual. Knowing about grace
from the teachings in the Bible and by
our own experience, it can be hard to
imagine a religion based on works only
and the need to earn our place in sev-
eral lives. Because of this, we might
imagine things about the Hindus that
are not true. We might imagine them all
as evil or very odd, but that is not true.

It is very important to Anita that
people know that those who believe in
the Hindu gods are people just like us.
They just do not know Jesus died for
them so that they can have a relation-
ship with God or that there is only one
God (cf. Rom. 10:14). Most Hindus are
respectable people who have not
heard the gospel.

Anita was raised in a good home in
India. Her family and friends were
good people. Her older sister was
born deaf. When Anita was born, her
father wanted the delivery to be done
at a missionary hospital, which was
better equipped and had doctors who
were more educated. Anita says with
assurance that God was surely there
because the first hands to touch her
were the Christian hands of the doctor
attending her birth.

Although Anita’s parents were de-
vout Hindus, they sent their daughters
to a Catholic mission school. They felt
their daughters would get a better ed-
ucation there.

Anita recounts that she was never
expected to go to Mass but was per-
mitted to stay with other students who
were not Catholic. During that time,
she was taught about honesty, re-
spect, and other values of citizenship.
A particular nun from Italy took an in-
terest in Anita when she was about fif-
teen years old. 

Through an arranged marriage, Ani-
ta met her husband, KT, a surgical
doctor. He had to leave for the United
States to do his surgical training in
Buffalo, New York, soon after their
wedding. Anita stayed in India for nine
months before joining her husband in
Buffalo. 

While KT was alone in Buffalo, he
began a spiritual search. He learned
about Christianity and some things
about it through reading and TV min-
istry. He told her about the Christian
faith he had been learning about and
the Christian teaching about grace.
She was not interested at the time. 

They continued following Hinduism,
but the closest Hindu temple was in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. They could
worship at the temple only a few times
a year because of the distance be-
tween Pittsburgh and Buffalo.

A few years later, Anita became a
pediatrician. She and her surgeon
husband had a son and adopted a
daughter. As children often do, the two
of them caused Anita much stress, es-
pecially in their teenage years. Anita
believes their conflicts were about
control, and she could not get the con-
trol of her children that she felt was
needed. They were in many ways
good children, but they were also typ-
ical teens.

Anita became very depressed and
very distressed at times because she
could not gain control over her chil-
dren. She was so stressed that a
Christian friend in whom she had con-
fided offered to take her children into

her own home to give Anita a time for
healing. 

Anita could not imagine such a gra-
cious act as taking another woman’s
children into one’s home. This Chris-
tian friend of hers never asked for
money or expected anything in return.
That someone who was not family
would help her like that spoke to Ani-
ta’s heart. 

When Anita had the opportunity to
go on a medical missionary trip, she
went to Guatemala, along with KT and
others. Anita came home from the
mission trip with many questions
about the Christian life and her own
life. She remembers wondering why,
when her life was so wonderful with a
good husband, a good job, and the
comfort of a nice home, she could be
so depressed. Why did she feel so
empty? The emptiness was so notice-
able, and yet there seemed to be no
reason for it. 

Thinking about the trip and all she
had witnessed, she wondered about
what would make people decide to
leave the comfort of their lives to go to
a country that offers little comfort, to
help people they do not have anything
in common with and do not know. Or
why would someone leave the comfort
of friends and family to start orphan-
ages in a third-world country? It was
amazing to her that people would do
these selfless acts, not because they
had to, but because they wanted to
serve Jesus Christ. These acts of kind-
ness and aid spoke to Anita of a dif-
ferent reality than the one she knew as
a child.

She wondered, Could the God of
the Christians really be the One true
God they spoke of, and could Jesus
offer her the life she was looking for?
A seed had been planted in her heart.

As a pediatrician, Anita was often on
call, especially if other doctors were
gone or if it was her turn to cover night
emergencies. She remembers being
called early one morning while she
was in the shower. A baby was about
to be born at the hospital, and there
were complications. They would need

Testimonies of Faith

From Works to Faith
BY SHERRY NEWCUM
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things are become new.”
She understood that baptism was

like a death, and she put together that
she would be raised with a new body,
as Colossians 2:12 speaks of being
“buried with Him in baptism, wherein
also ye are risen with him through the
faith of the operation of God, who hath
raised Him from the dead.” She put
this together with the idea of being
raised with a new body, according to
I Corinthians 15. She was still a little
confused about what would happen
upon her baptism.

She winked at me as she told me
that as she came up out of the water,
she was hoping to look down and see
a “Barbie” body—no luck. An amazing
thing did happen though. A young
family came to greet her as she and KT
came out of the water. They were car-
rying a young, healthy, beautiful baby.
The mother asked Anita if she remem-
bered her. Anita could not think of any
time she had met the woman. She
asked Anita to look at her child, and
she said, “This is the baby that you
saved four months ago.”

That little baby is about twelve
years old now, but when he was four,
his mother told him Bible stories.
She also told him about his birth,
about all the complications, and how
he was considered dead for seven-
teen minutes. She told how a doctor
named Anita was there, trying hard
to revive him. She said Anita felt a
helplessness on her own and knew
she needed help beyond her ability.
She told him that Anita prayed to
God and because of that prayer and
Anita’s trained work, God saved him
from death and any extreme compli-
cations in his life. 

When she told him the Bible story
about how Jesus had been called to
the home of a little girl who had died
(Matt. 9:23-26) and how Jesus
brought her back to life, he said, “That
is just like me, only God brought me
back to life through Dr. Anita.”

Through Christ and biblical teach-
ing, Anita has taken her place among
those who have received God’s grace.
She knows now that “the Lord our God
is one” (Deut. 6:4) and that “in the be-
ginning [this same] God created the
heaven and the earth” (Gen. 1:1). She
knows she can “cast [her] burden
upon the Lord, and he shall sustain
[her]” (Ps. 55:22). She has learned that
Jesus said, “The thief cometh not, but
for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy:

ever have a healthy life if it did live. 
A nurse firmly insisted that she keep

trying, saying, “God wants you to con-
tinue trying!” Feeling totally helpless,
yet determined to make the baby’s
heartbeat strong enough so that it
could live on its own, Anita did some-
thing she had never done before. She

prayed to the God she
had heard about from
friends and colleagues
at work and in her city
and on the mission trip.
When she was sure the
baby was going to live,
she sighed in relief. The
new baby boy was tak-
en by ambulance to a
different hospital with
an ICU for newborns,
and Anita did not hear
anymore about the
baby.

A month later, while
sitting at lunch with her
Christian friend, just
talking and enjoying
her meal, Anita looked
at her friend and said, “I
believe in Jesus.”

She does not recall a
big “aha moment” that
caused her to make
that decision or that
anyone directly evan-
gelized her. She feels
that the many selfless
acts she witnessed and
the mention of com-
plete forgiveness and
grace from Jesus soft-
ened her heart so that

becoming a Christian seemed natural.
Christianity is the only faith that offers
complete forgiveness of sins, and that
truth spoke to Anita. The freedom of
faith in Jesus, compared to works and
a need to perform or earn a better po-
sition, was a relief.

This was a huge decision, whether it
was natural or not, because her fami-
ly in India was angry about her deci-
sion to become a Christian. This “nat-
ural decision” caused her relationship
with her family to be strained for some
time. 

She laughs as she remembers her
baptism. With a gleam in her eye, she
told me this funny story about this
meaningful event. She learned from
II Corinthians 5:17 that in Christ she
was a new creation: “Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away; behold, all

to take the baby by C-section and
would do whatever was needed for the
baby until she could get there. They
really needed a pediatrician to come to
care for the baby after it was born.

By the time Anita got dressed and to
the hospital, the baby had been born,
and although the nurses and anesthe-

siologist had done everything they
knew to save the baby, from all indi-
cations he had died. The baby had
been dead about seven minutes when
Anita arrived at the pediatric unit. She
started working on the baby immedi-
ately, doing proper procedures and
administering needed medication. Af-
ter ten more minutes of Anita’s help,
the baby had a very slight heartbeat.
She felt she could work with that tiny
heartbeat, but she had doubts. Anita
continued to work with the baby, but
the whole time she wondered whether
it was a good idea to continue. Her ed-
ucation told her it was probable that
the baby would have severe cerebral
palsy or other lifelong complications
after having no heartbeat for a total of
seventeen minutes. She remembers
that she wanted to give up because
she did not see how the baby could

Anita Kishan

(Continued on page 51)
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THEIR marriage surprised every-
one—including themselves. He

was a forty-two-year-old former monk
wanted by the established church for
boldly expressing his biblical views.
She was a twenty-six-year-old former
nun who had never lived a normal fam-
ily life.

Dr. Martin Luther was a famous
scholar and preacher who firmly be-
lieved what the Bible said about sal-
vation—it was by faith, not by works.
When he challenged church leaders,
they fought back, some vowing to take
his life. Undaunted, Dr. Luther contin-
ued his work. Priests, monks, and
nuns caught the excitement of follow-
ing the Bible. They began leaving their
cloisters and their solitary lives. Many
married and raised children.

Katherine von Bora was born to a no-
ble but impoverished family. Her moth-
er died when Katherine was a baby, and
her father placed five-year-old Kather-
ine in a convent school. She would
eventually live with her aunt, who was a
nun. Katherine’s life developed around
the cloistered religious life.

As soon as she possibly could,
Katherine took her vows to become a
nun. Years passed within the walls she
had always known. Word about
Luther’s ideas penetrated those walls.
The young nuns quietly shared their
views with each other, and several
found that they agreed with Dr. Luther.

Nine young women took the bold
step of contacting Luther and asking
him to help them escape from their
convent in Nimbschen. As the mid-
night bell rang on Easter Eve 1523, a
local delivery man came as usual to
the convent to unload burlap bags of
dry goods. Then he transferred bar-
rels of herring. After his delivery, he
turned his cart around and took on his
living cargo of young women, who
quickly hid among the sacks and bar-
rels. When the women finally arrived
in Wittenberg, Luther took on the re-
sponsibility of helping them begin
new lives.

Over the next two years, Luther suc-
cessfully secured homes, marriages,
or employment for all of the former
nuns, except Katherine.

Luther had come to believe that the
Bible was open to clergy marrying, but
he did not think marriage was for him.
Often his life was in peril, and he did
not want to place a wife in jeopardy as
well. God had other plans, however. 

Meanwhile Luther tried unsuccess-
fully to find a husband for Katherine.
She was engaged to one young man,
but he announced later that he was
engaged to the daughter of a wealthy
family. While waiting for a husband,
Katherine lived with a well-to-do fam-
ily that taught her gracious hospitality
and homemaking skills.

After turning down some possible
suitors, Katherine knew Dr. Luther
was losing patience with helping her.
Finally, she told a friend of his, a
Nicholas von Amsdorf, she would
only marry him or Dr. Luther. Luther
was surprised, but the thought of
marriage struck a chord. He longed
for domestic life. “ ‘God likes to work
miracles.’ he said. ‘I will play the
devil and the world this trick. To bear
witness to the Gospel, I will marry
Katherine’ ” (Holland,  Alabaster
Doves, Moody).

The mariage of Martin Luther and
Katherine von Bora shocked everyone
around them, as well as themselves.
The union could have been a disaster,
but God worked in their lives and
helped them to grow to love each oth-
er deeply. They complemented each
other well. Luther was the thinker and
student of the Word. He thought little
about the everyday details of life.
Katherine, on the other hand, had or-
ganizational skills that helped her run
her household well. 

As a wedding gift, the Luthers re-
ceived Black Cloister, the former
monastery in Wittenberg, for their res-
idence. With such a large house, the
couple was able to welcome many
guests, including traveling preachers,

scholars, and students. Often, at sup-
per, Dr. Luther would barely eat a bite
because the young students bom-
barded him with questions about the
Bible. He thrived on the conversations
and loved to delve into the Word.

Before long, the Luthers had chil-
dren. Of their six, only four survived to
adulthood. The family loved to play
and sing music together in the
evenings. It was at home that Luther
often wrote hymns, probably his most
famous being “A Mighty Fortress is
Our God.” Luther used the Psalms for
the words of many of his hymns.

A project that consumed his later
years was to translate the entire Bible
from Hebrew and Greek into German
so that the average German citizen
could read it. Katie, as Luther called
her, proved to be a ready student of
the Word too. Her husband challenged
her to read it when he completed it.
She was eager to do so. Between
reading the Bible for herself and quiet-
ly listening to the suppertime discus-
sions, Katie’s faith continued to grow
and mature.

Dr. Luther endured many illnesses,
which Katie doctored. He was often
under a lot of stress. God knew he
needed a loving home life to counter-
balance his busy teaching and
preaching schedule. His home be-
came his haven.

Katie also helped the sick and trav-
elers who came to their home during
epidemics. Following her example,
their son Paul eventually became a
doctor.

Testimonies of Faith

The First Protestant
Preacher’s Wife

BY JUDY CARLSEN

Portrait of Katherine Luther
by Lucas Cranach the Elder (public domain)

(Continued on page 51)
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ever could and that He did all things
well. He made known to me that even
if a mother forgets her newborn, He
had not forgotten us.

Certain experts today have told us
that in such a situation we must at
some point become angry with God. I
was not angry with God. How could I
be angry with God, who gave me an
overwhelming sense of His love for
me? I could not make demands of
Him. I waited day by day to see His will
unfold. In His mercy He gave me back
my wife.

You can read almost anywhere in
the Bible and find other such promis-
es. A rich New Testament expression
of the same truth is Romans 8:31-39.
It vividly declares to us how powerful
the love of God is toward us. And that
love is channeled to us through Christ
Jesus our Lord. His coming into the
world is the ultimate example of the
love of the Father, with the result that
faith in Him connects us to that
supreme love.

We would be negligent if we ignored
the supreme act of God’s love. In Eph-
esians 5:2, as an example of the com-
mand for us to walk in love, we are
told, “And walk in love, as Christ also
hath loved us, and hath given himself
for us an offering and a sacrifice to
God for a sweetsmelling savour.” It is
instructive and helpful to go back to
the cross of Christ when we are dis-
couraged. How much would it take for
you to die for someone else? Is there
anyone for whom you would die? Je-
sus Christ died for you. His offer of sal-
vation resulted from His act of love on
your behalf.

Does the world seem to be spinning
out of control? Do we have trouble in
our country? Do you experience dis-
tresses at work? Is your church less
than perfect? Do your relationships
lack something? Are your finances
shaky? Do you even wonder how you
will be able to make it all the way from
the cradle to the grave?

If you are one who has trusted in the
Lord Jesus Christ, you are one of
God’s children and can flourish in any
circumstance of life since you know
that the God of the universe has not
forgotten you. His faithfulness in car-
ing for you surpasses even a mother’s
care for her nursing child! �

coming in various forms, including
captivity in Babylon, there was hope,
and that hope is expressed in verse
15: “Can a woman forget her sucking
child, that she should not have com-
passion on the son of her womb? yea,
they may forget, yet will I not forget
thee.”

That is a very powerful statement!
The attachment of a mother to her
nursing infant is proverbial! Typically,
a mother carefully nurtures her child.
She addresses every need. She in-
vests time and effort and even loses
sleep to care for the need of that
helpless child. We can accurately say
that in the right circumstances a
mother is fiercely protective of her
child, and we applaud that. We would
not be far wrong to say that a moth-
er’s love and care for her newborn is
one of the most powerful forces in the
world.

Yet there are exceptions. Occa-
sionally there is a mother who will not
care for her child. She might abandon
or even kill the child. Sadly, this real-
ity sometimes exists because the
mother is unable to cope with ex-
tremely difficult circumstances, but at
other times, it is merely the mother’s
choice.

So Isaiah took this powerful sense
of nurturing on the part of the mother
and used it as a contrast to God’s care
for us. That proverbial care on the part
of the mother, that attachment that we
celebrate—even that may fail. But
God’s care will not. There may be ter-
rible circumstances, but God will nev-
er forget His own child. A mother’s
love is legendary, but God’s love sur-
passes even that.

Several years ago, my wife lay in
the hospital six hundred miles from
home, comatose because of a rup-
tured brain aneurysm. For eight days,
we did not know whether she would
live. For a much longer time, we were
unsure what her level of recovery
might be; the neurosurgeon could
probably fix the aneurysm, but he
could not guarantee any level of re-
cuperation. 

During that dark time, however, I
was more aware than ever of God’s
care for us. I knew He had not forgot-
ten us. I loved my wife dearly, but I
knew that God loved her more than I

AS we recently moved to another
state, my wife and I have been

visiting churches in an attempt to find
a church home. This has been an in-
teresting and valuable exercise in that
we have taken advantage of the op-
portunity to visit a few churches we
knew in advance would never become
our permanent place of worship, fel-
lowship, and service.

One church we visited publicized
that they were not attached to any
one book. During the service the
leader said that many people are
looking for hope and that hope is very
difficult to find. How sad, I thought,
because I find hope abounding in the
promises of God recorded in the
Bible!

We can easily be distracted from
hope. I access a favorite website every
morning to peruse the national and in-
ternational headlines, and some arti-
cles I choose to read. Frequently I
come away from that exercise dis-
couraged at the direction of events:
wickedness succeeds, and righteous-
ness is mocked. It is clear that dark
spiritual forces are at work in the
world.

On other occasions, I consider how
I feel and realize that my body is not
performing up to past standards. Or I
think about people who have been in
my prayers for years and have not
shown any movement toward the
Lord. Or I think about the ways I would
like to help others and am disappoint-
ed in either their response or my in-
adequacy. Or I think about mundane
projects that never seem to turn out
as nice as my original concept. There
are plenty of reasons to be discour-
aged.

But even after all that, I can quickly
regain hope by turning to the Bible. I
have been working my way through
Isaiah and was recently in chapter 49.
Isaiah wrote approximately seven
hundred years before Christ. He spoke
to the nation of Judah, that portion of
God’s chosen people who were left af-
ter the Assyrians took the northern
kingdom of Israel into captivity. The
message was foreboding because
judgment had to come as a conse-
quence of the nation’s sins. The
prophet looked far into the future.
Even though there was judgment

God’s Love Is Greater
BY ARLIE D. RAUCH
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ALMA DOERING (1878-1959) was
one of the pioneer missionaries

whose names were held in esteem
where I served in Congo. As I learned
more about this brave woman, I discov-
ered that she believed it was the
prayers, teachings, and example of her
mother that enabled her to endure
through great hardship and to use every
circumstance of life to press forward in
God’s missionary calling for her life.

Alma Doering’s life was amazing.
She traveled hundreds of miles on foot
where there were no roads, pioneered
in one of Congo’s most feared canni-
bal tribes, learned eight African lan-
guages and wrote in them, led many to
Christ, raised funds for missions, re-
cruited over a hundred missionary
workers, and much more. 

She also endured great hardships,
misunderstanding, malaria and black-
water fever and other illnesses that
threatened her life, and the loss of all
she owned three times to fire.

She was fully consecrated to God
and used every situation of life, in-
cluding what seemed like setbacks
and roadblocks, to press the mission-
ary call and to support missionary
work in Congo in every way possible.

Her mother’s tales of the hardship in
her own life as an orphan helped pre-
pare Alma’s heart to endure hardship as
a good soldier of Jesus Christ (II Tim.
2:3). Her mother lost both her parents
by age eleven. As an orphan, she was
taken in by a foster family that made her
work in the fields such long hours that
by age fourteen, her health began to fail.
A concerned neighbor suggested that
she seek a paying job in town. When the
foster family heard of this, they took
away her good clothes and shoes, forc-
ing her to seek work dressed in rags.

Sometime in those years, Alma’s
mother found the joy of personal sal-
vation. Her new job was working for a
rich, cultured, and very religious fami-
ly. They held the view that no one
could know they were saved until they
died, and the assurance and joy that
Alma’s mother showed were offensive

to them. They persecuted her in many
ways until, after four years, she took
advantage of an opportunity to seek
freedom of worship in America.

In America, she could worship freely,
but life was not easy. She lost two chil-
dren. We know of Alma and a brother
who survived. The mother dedicated to
God each child at birth, asking that they
would know Him and live for His glory.
Even though she had to work hard, she
prayed incessantly for her children.

Probably because of those prayers,
Alma came to share her mother’s ex-
perience of salvation and assurance.
She was nine years old at the time of
her conversion.

Alma was teaching Sunday school
by the age of thirteen, probably in the
German Lutheran church the family at-
tended. By age sixteen, she was
teaching two classes.

Alma attended Moody Bible Institute,
where she had another “turning point”
experience with Christ. Apparently she
had struggled with speaking fluently, for
she wrote that she was released from a
“heavy tongue.” Maybe this had some-
thing to do with the amazing ability she
later displayed to learn eight previously
unwritten African languages and devel-
op a system of writing for them. At that
time she also felt a specific call from God
to the unevangelized tribes of Africa.

She soon found herself laboring in
the slums of Chicago’s south side, and
later that same year, she worked in In-
dian reservations and lumber camps
in Wisconsin and northern Michigan,
serving as a deaconess from Bethany
Deaconess Home in New York.

Alma first sailed for Africa in 1899
with a Swedish mission, but she
stopped en route in Europe for six
months of training in nursing and es-
pecially in tropical medicine.

When she finally arrived in Africa, she
found the customs house in flames.
Everything she had was destroyed, and
this was repeated twice more before
her missionary career was finished.

Belgian authorities were ruling what
was then the Congo Free State, under

the ruthless reign of King Leopold II.
Alma tried always to treat the authorities
courteously, and soon after her arrival,
requested permission to travel hun-
dreds of miles into the interior. The re-
quest was denied. There were no roads
where she wished to go, and it was very
dangerous. There was no way Belgian
officials wanted to take responsibility for
her welfare. The tribes were warlike can-
nibals. It was unthinkable.

Alma, on the other hand, was un-
daunted, for she knew God had called
her. She never grew angry, but again
and again kept requesting permission,
insisting that God had called her and
He was obligated to take care of her.

Finally, she wore down the officials.
They relented and granted permission
but with a strong warning for her to
stay away from the deadly cannibal
tribe called the Badinga.

Alma hired natives to carry her few
supplies, and they set off on paths that
forced them often to walk single file.
On and on they walked, month after
month, seeking unevangelized tribes.

At last they arrived at a place the
porters recognized as the edge of the
dreaded Badinga territory. They all
promptly dropped her belongings on the
path and fled in the opposite direction.

Alma pitched her tent without their
help and lay down inside, exhausted.
But sleep did not come. She began to
hear eerie-sounding drums and chants,
at first, in the distance. The sounds got
louder and louder until it seemed they
were coming from just outside her tent.
She did not know what it meant. She
wondered whether it could be some
kind of death chant and what kind of
trouble she might be in.

To comfort herself, Alma began
singing a hymn. She sang, “Anywhere
with Jesus I can safely go, Anywhere
He leads me in this world below; Any-
where without Him dearest joys would
fade; Anywhere with Jesus I am not
afraid.” As the drums came nearer,
Alma sang louder and louder, until it
seemed she was shouting. 

Then, as quickly as they started, the

Missions

Her Mother Prayed Her to Africa
and Prepared Her to Go

BY LORELLA ROUSTER
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of a popular mission theory of the day
known as insistence on “Pauline meth-
ods.” She argued that Paul’s methods
were flexible, expressed in his declara-
tion “that I might by all means save
some” (I Cor. 9:22). She argued that it
was his principles we ought to follow,
especially his inclination to go to un-
evangelized areas.

Alma continued promoting and sup-
porting mission work all her life. Even
when it was time for her to retire, she
was not thinking only of herself. When
she was seventy-one, she and her mis-

sion-minded friend with whom
she had made her last mission
trip, Stella Dunkelberger, founded
D&D (for Doering and Dunkel-
berger) Missionary Homes in St.
Petersburg, Florida. They began
with a single twelve-by-twelve-
foot cabin, where retiring or weary
missionaries could find rest. To-
day there are fifty homes on sev-
en acres, and the missionaries run
a parallel ministry to single par-
ents on the property. Somehow
one can almost feel Alma smiling
down on that new venture.

When Alma’s mother was
squeezing prayers for her into her
busy life, she could hardly have
imagined all the adventures and
hardships for which she was
praying. She continued to pray
and to model for Alma a life of
hard work and faithfulness in
every circumstance of life. God
answered her prayers and hon-
ored her example. 

One of Alma’s favorite verses
was Philippians 1:21: “For to me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”
By God’s grace and her mother’s

prayers, she experienced the joys of
living for Christ, suffering for Christ,
and dying for Christ. On July 12, 1959,
Alma Doering, the intrepid missionary
to Congo jungles, quietly slipped into
the presence of her Lord as she sat in
her favorite rocking chair at D&D Mis-
sionary Homes. Her journey was over,
but the evangelization of the Congo
continues.

When God called us to Congo years
later, during our second term, He led
us to a beautiful lake, where we felt His
approval to build a training center to
equip Africans to reach children. When
we asked what tribes were nearby, our
coworkers replied, “You are just inside
Badinga territory.” They are no longer
cannibals. Thank You, Lord, for Alma
Doering! �

sionaries from Europe, and even writ-
ing a book, some did not understand
her and spread rumors that she might
be a German spy. This caused so
much trouble for Alma that she lost all
her support from her stateside
churches.

It was a trying time, and the condi-
tions in which she was forced to sur-
vive damaged her health permanently.
However, God used the experience
both to refine her and to later provide
for the mission work, for when the dol-
lar was at its weakest, the European

menacing drums stopped. The jungle
was quiet, and Alma fell into a deep
and much-needed sleep.

She stayed on there and shared the
salvation message with the Badinga
people. After some time, one of the
chiefs came to Christ. Eventually, he
became a good friend.

One day the chief was talking with
Alma. “Do you remember that first
night you came here?” he asked. Alma
nodded. She did, indeed.

“I’ve always wondered,” he said.
“How did you call those Belgian sol-
diers so fast?”

Alma insisted that she had nev-
er called any Belgian soldiers.
She had no authority over them,
and they were too scared to come
to Bandinga territory anyway.

But the chief insisted that he and
his group of warriors had heard her
in her tent, calling very loudly for
the Belgian soldiers to come. And
then, quick as a flash, there they
were, all around her tent. He told
Alma that his people had prepared
a pot in which to cook her, but
when they saw the soldiers, they
became frightened and ran away.

After four years of rugged
work, she needed a rest. On her
first furlough (1904–1906) she
spoke in many churches and re-
cruited ten new missionaries for
the work in Congo.

On the way home, she talked
with William Henry Sheppard,
probably the first African-Ameri-
can missionary to Congo. She lat-
er connected him with some Men-
nonite groups, where he, too,
made a passionate plea for mis-
sionaries to Congo. This led to the
founding of Congo Inland Mission (CIM),
today Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission.
Hundreds of missionaries followed.

Meanwhile, Alma worked for four
years in British East Africa (the area
that is now Kenya) before returning to
Congo with the newly founded CIM. 

En route to Congo, Alma suffered
another health breakdown in Switzer-
land. During that time she contacted
churches and wrote forty-one articles
published over two years’ time.

By the time she was better, World
War I had broken out. She had trav-
eled through Germany, and this meant
she could not get a visa to go on to
Congo. For a time, she was stranded
in Europe. Although she made good
use of that time in promoting missions
in Europe, recruiting twenty new mis-

currency, then coming into the mission
through her contacts, was at its
strongest. She served at Mukedi sta-
tion amongst the Bapende tribe for
two years. 

In 1925, Alma helped found the Un-
evangelized Tribes Mission and served
with them for the next twenty-eight
years, many of those as its field secre-
tary. Her last trip to Congo was in 1938,
when she served a one-year term with
Stella Dunkelberger. Alma was unable
to return for health reasons.

The following year, Alma wrote a fifty-
eight-page booklet, Vision Victorious—
Opening the Door to a Challenge. It
combined mission challenge and strat-
egy and her personal experiences,
heavily interlaced with Scripture.

In it, she argued for a reassessment

Alma Doering
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I DON’T know what to do.” Megan
leaned against Jack’s shoulder.

Their Saturday morning walk had end-
ed at a park bench.

Jack held her left hand, watching
her engagement ring sparkle. “De-
cember sixteenth will be here soon.
Then I’ll be your apartment-mate and,
of course, husband. Problem solved!”

“You’re right,” Megan said laughing.
“That reminds me—if I don’t call Wells
Bakery today, my to-do list will be
wrecked.” 

“I’ll get our hamburger fixings for
tonight and pick you up at 5:00. We
better head back.”

When she opened her apartment
door, Megan caught the aroma of
freshly-brewed coffee. She filled her
mug and started to her room. Maybe
she could avoid a conversation with
her two apartment mates.

“Hey, you’re an early bird.” Courtney
wandered into the kitchen, yawning.
She combed her disheveled hair with
her fingers and poured her coffee.
“Were you out with Mr. Wonderful?” 

Megan nodded, stung by Court-
ney’s sarcastic tone.

“Sorry, Megan. I was out late, and
now my head’s pounding. That new
cafe on Tenth Street had a singles mix-
er. Paige and I could barely find a
table.” Courtney looked at the third
bedroom’s closed door. “Guess she’s
still asleep. She met a new guy last
night, and I saw Gary again.”

Megan held her phone up and
opened her bedroom door. “Gotta
make some calls.”

“Oh, yeah. The Wedding of the
Decade. Mustn’t get behind, right?” 

“I didn’t mean—” Megan bit her lip,
wishing again for their easy friendship
of last summer. They were new teach-
ers from similar family and church
backgrounds. It seemed ideal when
Paige, another teacher friend of Court-
ney’s, asked them to share her apart-
ment. They all hoped to save on the
rent payment by splitting it three ways.

Megan closed her door behind her.
She stared at the wedding planner on
her desk, open to today’s list. She

could not concentrate. She picked up
her Bible. That incident a couple of
weeks ago still rankled her. It played in
her mind again, like a movie.

Paige had grabbed Megan’s Bible
off their coffee table where she had left
it. “We don’t need this lying around.”
She had laughed harshly, shoving it
into Megan’s hand. “What would peo-
ple think?” 

“Yeah, can’t have our friends think-
ing Paige and I are goody-goodies,”
Courtney had added. “Having one
around is enough!” She had flung her
arm around Megan. “I’m kidding!”
Of course, she wasn’t kidding,Megan

thought. Courtney grew up in a Christian
home and told me she is a Christian.
That is why I moved in with her! Why did
she say that? Paige seemed to respect
my faith at first. All I did that morning
was forget to bring my Bible back to my
room. Her fingers traced the worn let-
ters on the Bible’s cover.

Since that day, she spent her de-
votional time in her room. She no
longer invited them to church, nor
had she mentioned tonight’s Grill
and Games fellowship. Too tame for
Paige and Courtney, she thought.
However, she was looking forward to
the fun with Jack and their friends
from church.

Megan reached for her phone. I
guess I’ve shared too much about the
wedding, she thought. But they had
acted excited about serving at the re-
ception. She shook her head and di-
aled the bakery.

An hour later, she checked the last
item off the day’s wedding to-do list.
The sound of Paige’s and Courtney’s
voices stopped when the front door
closed. Megan stretched and stood
up. She would eat a quick lunch and
then bake brownies for tonight. It
would be nice to have the apartment
to herself for a little while.

Just as she added an egg to the
brownie ingredients, Paige rushed back
into the apartment, ran into her room
and back out with a shopping bag.

“Oh, Megan. Haven’t seen you to-
day.” Paige slowed and glanced at the

bowl Megan held. “What’s that?”
“Brownies,” Megan said.
“Oooh, yum! I’d love one later, but I

don’t dare gain an ounce.” She yanked
a glittery dress out of the bag and held
it up. “Have to look for shoes. Going to
Café Ten again tonight! See ya!” With
that, she dashed out, slamming the
door behind her. 

Megan winced and finished the
brownies. In everything give thanks.
She stopped, puzzled at the thought.
She slid the brownies into the oven,
then loaded her laundry into the wash-
er. In everything. The thought was em-
phatic. Although Thanksgiving was
coming up, she knew this was not
about the holiday. The rest of the verse
came to mind—for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you
(I Thess. 5:18). Megan looked at her
friends’ closed doors. She had
thanked God for her living arrange-
ment at first, but now she wanted out. 

She scrubbed the sink, admiring
Paige’s African violet on the window
sill. Paige had such a green thumb.
Humph, too bad she won’t take care of
herself as well as she does her plants,
she thought.

Conviction about her critical atti-
tude flooded Megan’s heart, and she
paused, looking at the scouring pad in
her hand. Lord, forgive me. Thank You
for redeeming me and for scrubbing
my heart clean. Thank You for, uh,
Paige’s green thumb, and, uh, her tal-
ent as a teacher, and—while her hands
were busy with other chores, she
thanked God for both apartment
mates. Thank You for my lighter heart.
Help me to thank You for difficult
times, too. Lord, please restore our
friendships and protect both of these
girls.

When Jack knocked on the door at
5:00 P.M., Megan opened it, smiling.

“Ah! Looks like I have a happier fi-
ancée this evening!” Jack grinned and
took the plate of brownies. 

“Much happier,” Megan said as she
locked the door behind her. “I’ll tell you
about it on the way.”

Hours later, Jack walked Megan to
her apartment, laughing with her about
their evening. After he left, she placed
the last two brownies on a plate. She
wrote “Help yourself” on a sticky note,
adding a heart, and stuck it on the
plate’s edge. She hesitated, hoping
Paige and Courtney would not sneer at
it. “Nope, I’m going to be open with
them again. So there!” she said out
loud. Soon she was asleep in bed.

Adults

Restoration
BY JETTA B. ALLEN
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done with the crazy nightlife.”
Throughout that week their

evenings included long talks. Some-
times angry, sometimes laughing
through tears, the three women
worked on their relationship. Megan
had opportunities to share her faith as
it applied to what they were talking
about. Megan thanked God for their
conversations, but she struggled with
something she believed He was lead-
ing her to do. She resisted it until the
day of school break for Thanksgiving.

“It was so generous of my folks to buy
my ticket to go home for the holiday. I
am looking forward to some good Bible-
centered talks with my family. Thank
you, Megan, for our talks lately. We will
do more of that when I get back.” Court-
ney zipped her carry-on bag.

“Hurry up, slowpoke! Your free taxi’s
waiting.” Paige laughed and shook her
car keys. 

“Have a wonderful visit, Courtney.”
Megan hugged her and turned to Paige.

to thank You in this circumstance, but
I know You’re with us. I thank You that
we can trust You and that You love us.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.

She went back to the kitchen with a
plan in mind. Courtney was pouring
another mug of coffee. “Did Paige
park near the café?” Megan asked.

“Just down the block from it,”
Courtney said. She trembled, wrap-
ping her arms around herself. “Actual-
ly, that weird guy had parked nearby
and saw us. He walked with us to the
cafe.”

“Really? Well, maybe we could—”
Megan turned quickly and stared at
their door, hearing a click as it unlocked.

Paige walked in, then halted, look-
ing stunned. “What are you two doing
up?” Her lip trembled, and she burst
into tears. 

After she had calmed down and an-
swered their questions, she added,
“So when the Café Ten security guy
said he’d change my flat tire, he saw

“Megan, wake up!” Her lamp flashed
on, and she blinked, startled and con-
fused about what was happening. 

“She’s not back! Come on, wake up!”
Courtney shook Megan’s arm hard.
“We went to Café Ten. It closes at 2:00.
She should’ve been back by now.”

Megan sat up and forced her eyes
open. “Huh? Who? Paige?” She stared
at her clock. “It’s 3:10 in the morning?”

“Yes! I’ll start some coffee, but don’t
you dare lie down again.”

Megan stumbled out of bed and
headed to the kitchen.

“I promised her I’d stay nearby.”
Courtney jerked two mugs out of the
cabinet. “She wanted to avoid a cer-
tain guy—good-looking but weird, you
know? I begged her to leave with me
at 1:00, but she’d just met someone.
A girl I know from college drove me
home so Paige would have her car.” 

She whirled toward Megan, who sat
on a high stool, stifling a yawn. “I’ve
tried to watch out for her. I thought if
we hung out together, she wouldn’t—”
Tears filled her eyes. “I should’ve
stayed. She forgot to take her phone.
What if she had an accident, or that
weird guy did something to her?”

Megan poured some coffee for both
of them. “Sit down, and let’s figure this
out.”

“She’s desperate.” Courtney’s voice
shook. “Since Ed broke her heart,
she’s hurting so badly.” 

“I didn’t know that. I’m sorry, Court-
ney. How could I have been so oblivious
to what she is going through? There’s
really only One who can heal her pain,”
Megan said gently. She handed her the
tissue box and looked at the clock on
the stove—3:25. She forced panic
down and took a deep breath. “I’ll call
nearby hospitals. You call the police.”

Thirty minutes later, they had
learned nothing. They stood looking
out the window.

“Would your friend Gary know the
guy Page was with?” Megan asked.

Courtney shrugged, staring out at
the dark sky. “I don’t know how to
reach Gary. He has my number, but I
don’t have his. We met at Café Ten,
and I don’t even know his last name.
What was I thinking?”

“You took risks yourself, trying to res-
cue her. Meanwhile, I was too involved
in my own world to notice. We all have
changes to make once she’s home.”
Megan glanced at the clock. It was now
4:15. “We might as well get dressed.” 

Megan pulled on warm clothes,
fighting tears. Father, I don’t know how

that two of my tires were slashed—de-
liberately. He walked with me to an all-
night diner, and I called the police. Two
officers took me to verify the damage.
I gave them a description of that weird
guy, just in case he did it, and they
made their report. Then they brought
me home.” 

Paige shivered in her glittery dress,
and Megan wrapped a fleecy afghan
around her shoulders. 

Paige sipped hot cocoa and sighed.
“Seeing those slashed tires—honestly,
I’ve never been so frightened.” She
looked at her friends. “Before you say
a word, this was my wake-up call. I’m

“When you’re back from the airport, I
want to ask you something.” Lord, help
me truly want this, she prayed.

When she heard Paige return,
Megan took a deep breath. “Jack and
two friends are going with me to my
parents’ home for Thanksgiving.
Paige, I’d love for you to meet every-
one. Could you join my family for
Thanksgiving?” 

“Well, I—” Paige stopped, silent for
a moment. “If you’re sure, I’d like that,
Megan.”

Megan smiled. “You know some-
thing? This is going to be a great
Thanksgiving!” �
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Q. A man at work keeps asking me out
for lunch. Unlike my husband, he com-
pliments how I look and values my
opinion. Should I accept his invitation? 
A. In many work settings, there are peo-
ple who enjoy each other’s company
over lunch. Since many of these en-
gagements involve people of the same
gender, there is no problem. When it is a
larger group that includes both men and
women, there is often no problem.

But when one man asks one woman
out to lunch, even if it seems innocent
enough, a red flag should go up, es-
pecially if either one is married. While
you may think he is just being nice, this
is how adulterous affairs often begin.
Neither one of you may have this in
mind, but this is how such things de-
velop. Just ask those who ended up
committing adultery. 

Rarely is the proposal as bold as
when Potiphar’s wife approached
Joseph (Gen. 39:7-18). But as Joseph
found out, spurning such a proposal
can cause the rejected party to spread
lies about the other person (vss. 19-
20). Being forewarned of this possibil-
ity is to be forearmed. After all, no one
likes to be rejected.

Since the Bible says, “Thou shalt not
commit adultery” (Exod. 20:14) and ex-
horts us to “flee fornication” (I Cor. 6:18;
cf. I Thess. 4:3), we know that we
should not put ourselves in any com-
promising situation that could in any
way lead us down those paths. This be-
ing so, you must firmly refuse this man’s
invitations to lunch—or anywhere else,
for that matter. Some of your friends
and coworkers might say that you are
just being old-fashioned—a prude, as
they used to say—but you must protect
yourself from any and all temptation.

You might respond that you feel no
temptation toward any wrongdoing
whatsoever. While that may be true,
this is how the devil works. While he
lures us into his snare, we can be to-
tally unaware of what is happening. 

The book of Proverbs gives detailed
instructions as to how a man can
avoid sexual sin (5:1-8; 6:20-35; 7:1-
27). Since men and women are lured
into fornication differently, it pays to be

on guard against even potential temp-
tation to do something immoral. Keep
in mind that most people do not even
see such things as sinful in our day.
This simply adds to the pressure to
succumb to promiscuity. 

You mentioned that this man compli-
ments you and values your opinion. It
does not matter who we are, we all like
compliments and want others to listen to
us. You contrast this with your husband,
who may be taking you for granted in
your relationship. This too is a red flag!

When people are dating, they are
usually trying to please and impress
each other. But after several years of
marriage, these things can be forgot-
ten or neglected. The man at work
may see you looking your best, hence
the compliments. Your husband, on
the other hand, may see you at your
worst! The man at work may be trying
to impress you by listening to you. If
you were married to him, it might be a
different story. Just ask women who
ended up in abusive relationships.
Their Prince Charming turned out to
be less than charming, to say the least! 

If there are other issues in your mar-
riage, you may want to talk to a Chris-
tian counselor or a pastor, preferably
as a couple. Sometimes a third party
can help us see areas we are neglect-
ing or elements we can improve. An-
other question: How would your hus-
band feel about your having lunch with
the man you describe, especially when
you contrast him with the man you
vowed to be faithful to? I suspect there
is more going on here than you real-
ize—or perhaps are willing to admit. 

If the man at work persists in asking
you to lunch, this might be interpreted
as harassment, and he should be told
that. But if you just explain to him that as
a married woman you feel that accept-
ing such an invitation is inappropriate,
he might understand. If he does not, he
is not as smart as you think he is! �

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling
Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box
6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail
us at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Counseling Corner).

Book Reviews
Whitcomb, John C. Jonah: God’s Discipline

and Love. Indianapolis, Indiana: Whitcomb
Ministries, 2015. 

THIS book is a must for believers
who want to get acquainted or

reacquainted with the Bible’s little
book of Jonah. It is a gold mine of in-
formation! The author first shows rela-
tionships between Jonah the prophet
and Christ the Lord. What follows that
introduction is an exposition of the
book of Jonah. There are four chapters
devoted to the exposition of the text:
“The Ship and the Storm” (1:1-16),
“Jonah and the Great Fish” (1:17—
2:10), “Jonah in Nineveh” (3:1-10), and
“Jonah’s Anger toward God” (4:1-11).

Throughout this helpful book, Whit-
comb stresses God’s love and His
wrath toward sin and Satan. Jonah, of
course, did not want to do what God
called upon him to do. He feared and
despised the Ninevites. Furthermore,
Jonah was a Jew, and the Gentiles of
Nineveh were not worthy of his con-
sideration; but God changed his mind!

We learn that God has always had a
plan for the Gentiles. They too need to
know about God’s love, not just the
Jews. There are lots of reminders
throughout this book that God loves
and disciplines all mankind. I highly
recommend this book to you. 

Hostetter, Dr. Mark J. Meeting God. Leban-
non, Pennsylvania: copyright by Mark J.
Hostetter, 2014.

This book is the story of a man’s ex-
perience of meeting God throughout his
life. He had what we might call a deeply
religious experience. He wrote the book
while he was a resident at the Cornwall
Manor in Cornwall, Pennsylvania.

Before coming to the manor,
Hostetter had been the pastor of two
different churches. He based his study
on two passages of Scripture—Psalm
37:4 and Romans 8:28.

Throughout the volume, Hostetter
uses passages of Scripture in support
of the various experiences with which
he is dealing. He deals with things
such as predestination, agapē love,
sexuality, the church, forgiveness, a
Redeemer, and significant people in
his life and ministry. I recommend this
book to people who want to experi-
ence God. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner
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baseline for the value of humanity at
every stage in development. This
weighty truth establishes our identity.
We both resemble God in His commu-
nicable attributes of our intellect, emo-
tions, and will, and we represent Him as
dominion stewards of His world (Gen.
1:26-31). 

Second, the Bible also makes clear
that when we place our faith in Christ
and His finished work on Calvary’s
cross, we become a “new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all
things are become new” (II Cor. 5:17).
Our new identity is that we are “in
Christ,” a powerful and profound
phrase “used 240 times in the New Tes-
tament. . . . Indeed, it is the essence of
true religion” (Reisinger, “Lordship and
Regeneration,” founders.org). The
power of sin and the power of death
have been broken (Rom. 6). When we
place our faith in Christ, we are de-
clared righteous (justified) by Almighty
God. Christ’s righteousness has been
imputed to our account.

Further, we are adopted into God’s
family, with all the rights and privileges
of being a joint heir with Christ (Rom.
8; Gal. 4). God is now our Heavenly Fa-
ther, and we are His children. We await
the wondrous family gathering of all
the brothers and sisters of God’s fam-
ily in His coming kingdom.

Finally, we are being transformed
into the image of Christ (Rom. 8:29;
Gal. 4:19). We now belong to Jesus,
who bought us with the price of His
shed blood, and we are indwelt by His
Spirit (I Cor. 6:19). 

Those involved with teen ministry
need to stress the new identity that is
found in Jesus Christ, for teens con-
stantly struggle with identity issues as
they mature. With love, patience, and
grace, teen leaders need to be sensitive
and alert to help struggling teens. The
struggles, tensions, and confusion
about personal identity that the Caitlyn
Jenners of this world experience are re-
solved in Jesus Christ. To be “in Christ”
is the vital center of this new identity. As
with all things, the gospel is the answer
in this disordered, broken, hurting, and
ugly world. �

ner (and others) to change his narra-
tive: he is no longer Bruce—she is
Caitlyn. Caitlyn Jenner wrote, “I’m so
happy after such a long struggle to be
living my true self” (“Caitlyn Jenner
Reveals Herself in Vanity Fair Profile:
Family Reacts,” insider.foxnews.
com). Jenner has found his new iden-
tity in being a woman. The embracing
of the transgender phenomenon by
our culture makes such changes in
identity much easier and much more
acceptable. We will see more of this
type of identity change.

There is also the sad reality of teens
who find their identity in pop culture
trends of the time. The supernatural el-
ements of teen fiction in books and
film have captured the imagination of
teens all over the world. Monsters
such as vampires, werewolves, and
zombies, which were considered evil
in times past, have become heroes en-
tangled in romantic relationships.
Creatures that were once frightening
have become beings to emulate.

Perhaps it is a teen’s desire to be
more than merely human that has driv-
en this phenomenon. After all, who
would not want super powers? But too
many teens are losing touch with reality
as they fill their minds with what is avail-
able in multimedia focused on teens.

A tragic example of this occurred
back in 2011 in Florida. A teenaged girl
was arrested and convicted for the
murder of a sixteen-year-old boy. It
was a burtal murder, but a very shock-
ing aspect of the case is that the girl
claimed to be part vampire and part
werewolf. “Since I was like 12 . . . I
know this is going to be crazy, but I be-
lieve that I am vampire. Part of a vam-
pire and part of a werewolf” (Glynn,
“Fla. murder suspect claims she is
part vampire, part werewolf,” cb-
snews.com).

The tragedy of these two extreme
cases of an identity crisis in Western
culture should drive us to the solution—
it is found in Jesus Christ! There are two
aspects of our identity in Christ. First,
as humans, we are created in the image
of God, which establishes our infinite
worth and value as humans. It is the

THE deep-seated commitment to
the pursuit of personal autonomy

(the capacity to decide for oneself),
the center of postmodern, post-Chris-
tian American culture, has produced
several effects. The millennials, who
passionately have bought into this
commitment, have no loyalty to insti-
tutions. For that reason, even if they
are Christians, the local church is not
that important to them.

Technology has enhanced this pursuit
of autonomy, enabling millennials to cre-
ate and fashion their own digital reality.
Recent census data confirms that mil-
lennials prefer cohabitation to marriage,
at least until they reach age thirty.
Through the digital revolution, millenni-
als also find opportunities to work at
home a more appealing option. 

Embracing the pursuit of autonomy
as the chief goal of life, however, has
also produced dysfunction, disorienta-
tion, and confusion. Many millennials
are experiencing an identity crisis. They
struggle with who they are as au-
tonomous individuals. Work or vocation,
which was the primary identity source
for the boomer generation, no longer
provides millennials their sense of iden-
tity. For many millennials, the sexual rev-
olution has caused sexuality to emerge
as a defining aspect in solving the iden-
tity crisis (e.g., the LGBT movement). 

For those who serve in church teen
ministries, we must recognize this iden-
tity crisis among teens and young adult
millennials. Evidence for this identity
crisis in the early twenty-first-century
Western culture is compelling. For ex-
ample, consider the well-publicized
case of Caitlyn Jenner.  The cover of the
July 2015 issue of Vanity Fair displayed
Caitlyn Jenner (the new transgender
identity of 1976 Olympic gold medalist
Bruce Jenner). Caitlyn became the
“poster girl” of the transgender move-
ment in Western civilization. Setting
aside the trauma, emotion, and confu-
sion that goes with transgenderism,
Jenner represents the penchant of the
postmodern autonomous millennial to
write his or her own narrative.

Medical technology and pharma-
ceutical products have enabled Jen-

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Identity Crises in American Teens
BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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WELL, she did come to youth
group a few times. She seemed

to enjoy it,” Maggie said.
“Yeah, she did,” agreed Chelsey.

She squeezed next to her best friend
on the small sofa.

“Hey, there isn’t room for both of
us,” Maggie complained.

Chelsey giggled. “There is now,”
she said.

“You’re such a nerd!” 
Chelsey looked at Maggie cooly and

said, “Nerd is the new cool, or haven’t
you heard?”

“Then you must be super cool,”
Maggie said with a smirk. 

“That’s right. I am,” Chelsey joking-
ly gloated. “Parita seemed to enjoy the
Bible studies at youth group.”

“She was really into it,” Maggie said.
“And she asked a lot of questions,”

Chelsey pointed out. 
“She even asked for a Bible so she

could read on her own,” Maggie said.
“That’s why I don’t get it. What hap-

pened? I was praying hard for her to
commit her life to Jesus Christ,”
Chelsey said. “Then all of a sudden,
she stops coming and won’t even talk
to me anymore!”

“I’ll tell you what happened,” Mag-
gie said as she turned toward Chelsey.
“Why is it so important for the youth
pastor and you to be pushing the faith
on people all the time?”

“Pushing?” Chelsey looked con-
fused.

“Yeah—pushing.”
“I can’t believe you!” Chelsey

slipped off the sofa and turned toward
Maggie with a hard glare.

“What?” Maggie said with a shrug.
“Hello! Remember the youth out-

reach?”
“Yeah—so?” 
“When we mentioned anything

about Jesus, people immediately
started accusing us of pushing our be-
liefs on others,” Chelsey replied. “It’s
either say nothing or you’re pushing
your faith. We can say anything about
any foolish thing, but as soon as we
say ‘Jesus,’ it’s offensive.”

“That’s not what I meant. What I—”

Chelsey interrupted, “That’s how
the enemy gets us to be afraid to
speak the truth. Second Timothy 3:12
says, ‘Yea, and all that will live godly in
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.’”

“We believe. That’s good enough in
my book. Why do I have to tell others
they have to?” 

“You’re kidding me, right?” Chelsey
stood up.

“Don’t give me that look,” Maggie
said.

“We’re making sure people know
who Jesus Christ is. That’s what the
Bible says. That’s what we’re here for—
to make disciples of all nations. Re-
member, ‘Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature’
(Mark 16:15). And, ‘Ye shall be witness-
es unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost part of the earth’” (Acts 1:8).

“Yeah, but Parita does believe in
God. She agrees that Jesus existed
and was a great teacher. Can’t we
leave it at that for now?” Maggie said.

“We can’t!” 
“Quit pacing back and forth,” Mag-

gie said. “You’re making me dizzy.” 
“Parita asked the question. We an-

swered. Jesus is Lord. Forgiveness,
salvation, and a fruitful life are found
only in Him,” Chelsey said.

“There you go again. You can’t leave
it alone.”

“Don’t you believe that?” Chelsey
asked.

“Of course! But, seriously, what do
you expect? Parita is a foreign ex-
change student from India. She’s Hin-
du. She was raised in a totally different
belief system—multiple gods and
reincarnation and all that stuff. She
grew up in a different religion. You
can’t expect her to give up all of that.”

“The Bible does say that in Luke.”
Chelsey found her Bible and looked it
up. “Here it is: ‘If any man come to me,
and hate not his father, and mother, and
wife, and children, and brethren, and
sisters, yea, and his own life also, he
cannot be my disciple. And whosoever
doth not bear his cross, and come after
me, cannot be my disciple’” (14:26-27).

“So you’re saying that Parita would
have to abandon everything she be-
lieves in. That’s unrealistic,” Maggie
said. 

“She has to. Don’t you see? Plus,
Parita even asked the youth pastor if
she had to give up Hinduism and em-
brace Christ alone for salvation.”

“I’m glad she asked Pastor Dan and
not me,” Maggie said. “I wouldn’t
know what to say. I’m not good with
explaining stuff like that.”

“You’ve got to admit,” Chelsey said.
“He told her in the most loving and log-
ical way that, yes, she had to forsake
Hinduism. He told her the truth. What
do you want him to do—say nothing
and let her be comfortably deceived?”

“No, of course not. I just don’t want
us to hound her so much that we lose
her friendship or never see her come
to youth group again.”

“You’re right,” Chelsey said. “We
need to pray for her, love her, and speak
the truth at the appropriate times.”

“That’s going to be hard for you,”
Maggie said. “That’s for sure.”

“Oh, thanks.” Chelsey crossed her
arms. “What do you mean, ‘hard’ for
me?”

“Sometimes you attack. I’m saying
this as your best friend,” Maggie said.
“Don’t get mad.”

“Well, you’re right about that. Pastor
Dan talked to me,” Chelsey said. She
noticed a smile on Maggie’s face.
“What? Don’t look so happy.”

“I’m not. What did he say?” Maggie
asked.

“He said some people don’t witness
at all. They’re not convinced about
what they believe.”

“Are you talking about me?” Maggie
questioned.

“Well, he also said that others, like
me, go to the other extreme. He said
there’s a definite time and place for
that. But in Parita’s case, he said that I
need to make sure I cultivate my rela-
tionship with her. I need to show her
love, friendship, and what makes
Christianity so appealing. Our commit-
ment to Christ and one another must
be evident to her. He wants to make

Teenagers

How MUCH or How LITTLE?
BY KEVIN HOYER
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“What?” Maggie did not under-
stand.

“It’s really the same for everyone. I
think it can be even harder for some
people just because they did grow up
going to church,” Chelsey said.

“That doesn’t make sense,” Maggie
said.

“Pastor Dan talked about this very
thing a few months ago. Just because
people grow up in our country or even
go to church, it doesn’t mean Jesus is
Lord of their lives. Some people be-
lieve Jesus existed but don’t believe
He is the Saviour. That’s like what Pari-
ta believes. Other people might even
agree with what the Bible says yet not
be converted in their heart. Jesus is
not Lord of their lives. The Holy Spirit
must work in people’s hearts through
God’s Word, convicting and convinc-
ing them that they are sinners in need
of Jesus Christ.” 

“I think most people aren’t super
Christians like you,” Maggie said.

“Ha-ha.” 
“Just kidding.” Maggie giggled. “I

understand what you’re saying, some
people who call themselves Christians
don’t have a relationship with the Lord.
They don’t even read the Bible on a
regular basis. They don’t want to know
Him more. I guess they’ve missed the
whole point.”

“That’s right! That is the whole point
of Christianity, to know, follow, and be
conformed to the image of Christ.”

“And it’s not because we have to but
because we want to. Our hearts are
changed, and we have an unquench-
able desire to know and follow Jesus.
That is the mark of someone who has
encountered Jesus and has been con-
verted by the Holy Spirit,” Maggie said.
“All who don’t believe God’s word are
in need of salvation.”

“Yeah, it won’t matter what they be-
lieve in if that belief never changes
them. Jesus said, ‘Ye must be born
again’” (John 3:7). 

“I know this sounds bad,” Maggie
said. “I really want people to come to
Christ. I really do. But a part of me gets
embarrassed. I want to be cool and
liked. I know that’s selfish.”

“I know I struggle with that at times,”
Chelsey said.

“You do?” 
“Of course.” Chelsey took a deep

breath. “That’s the battle we all face as
Christians—denying self. I’m going to
start today by asking Parita to forgive
me for being too pushy. I hope God will
restore our friendship.” �

and to save that which was lost’ (Luke
19:10). That one is on the poster over
there.”

“Sit back down.” Maggie patted
next to her on the sofa. “Come on,
you’re making me nervous. All that
pacing back and forth.”

Chelsey plopped down on the sofa.
“Hey, not on me. Next to me,” Mag-

gie said. 
Chelsey laughed. “I just thought of

the verse we memorized for Bible
study: ‘So then neither is he that
planteth any thing, neither he that wa-
tereth; but God that giveth the in-
crease’” (I Cor. 3:7).

“We’re a team,” Maggie said.
“Yes, we are,” Chelsey said as she

put her arm around her friend. They
both sat in silence for a moment; then
Chelsey continued, “I wish I hadn’t
given Parita that book.” 

“Yeah, it didn’t help. But I thought it
was a good idea too, at the time.”

“I thought it would help,” Chelsey
said. “The writer grew up in India. He
was a Hindu who came to Christ. I
wanted to show her that others like her
have accepted Christ.” 

“It’s too bad she didn’t read the
whole book,” Maggie commented.
“After the first chapter, she got upset
and stopped reading.”

“She didn’t even get to the good
parts,” Chelsey said.

“It’s easy for us to believe in Jesus.
We grew up in Christian homes.”

“In some ways it may seem easier,”
Chelsey said, “but where it really
counts, it isn’t at all.”

sure she’s not uncomfortable around
us. She’s a real person with real feel-
ings and opinions, and she is search-
ing for answers. We need to pray and
trust God that He will turn her heart to
see Jesus Christ for who He is.” 

“He’s right. I think you have been
coming down hard on her, trying to
prove her wrong,” Maggie pointed out.

“I know. I get carried away,” Chelsey
admitted.

“You do,” Maggie said. “Don’t give
me that look! Seriously, I deeply ad-
mire your boldness. You take a stand
at school and wherever you go. I hate
that I’m not that brave—except the
pushy part.”

“Ha-ha,” Chelsey said.
“I’m serious! I don’t know why I’m

afraid to talk publicly about Jesus
Christ. I fear people more than God.
John 12:43 says, ‘For they loved the
praise of men more than the praise of
God.’ That’s me!” Maggie said.

“Wow!” Chelsey said.
“Don’t be too impressed. Pastor

Dan has that verse up on the wall over
there,” Maggie said, pointing at a wall
in the youth room.

“OK, but anyway, it’s not complete-
ly true,” Chelsey said. “I hear you talk
about the Lord a lot.”

“When I’m with you. You give me
confidence,” Maggie said.

“So do you,” Chelsey reciprocated.
“Yeah, right!” Maggie said.
“It’s true,” Chelsey added. “Look,

we have different personalities, but we
strengthen each other. We’re part of
the body of Christ that works together
to carry on Christ’s mission, ‘To seek
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MANY Christians growing up in the
church have a general sense of

their purpose to spread the gospel,
make disciples, live a morally exem-
plary life, and be nice to the neighbors.
But what does that look like exactly?
How do I know if I have done what I am
supposed to? Is God going to hold me
responsible for the people I know who
never become Christians? Does God
have a minimum standard for the num-
ber of people each Christian should
lead to Christ? Do I need to go on at
least three mission trips in my lifetime?
What am I responsible for?

For a lot of people these questions
can be discouraging and disabling.
Others become bound up in their own
standards. It is easy for them to lose
sight of God’s grace and become ob-
sessed with marking off their checklist
before God. Still others seem to excel
and maintain confidence in their rela-
tionship with God. This last group of
people can cause the other groups to
feel like failures. So what are we re-
sponsible for? In this article I will walk
through a few timeless truths of God
that can give us both guidance and
confidence.

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
We seem to be really good at putting

burdens on ourselves that do not be-
long there, and then we do not take re-
sponsibility for the things for which we
should take responsibility. One of the
areas in which we do this is evangel-
ism. Look at the parable of the sower,
found in Matthew 13:1-9. 

In this parable, Jesus told a story
about a man sowing seeds on differ-
ent types of soil. The first type of soil
was the “wayside,” or as some put it,
the footpath or road through the field.
Birds came and ate the seeds that fell
there. The second type of soil was
rocky. The seeds that fell on the rocky
soil sprang up but eventually withered
away in the sun because they had no
roots. Other seeds fell among thorns
and were choked out by them. Lastly,
some seed fell on good soil and pro-
duced grain of different amounts.

Each seed’s end result was deter-
mined by the environment in which it
was sown.

Providential ly for us, Matthew
recorded Jesus’ explanation of the
parable in Matthew 13:18-23. The
seed on the path represents people
who hear God’s message but do not
understand it. The seed on the rocky
soil represents people who receive
God’s message with joy; however,
when hard times come, they abandon
what they once professed to believe.
The seed in the thorns represents peo-
ple who hear God’s message but be-
come overwhelmed by the cares of the
world. Finally, the seed in the good soil
represents people who hear God’s
message, understand it, and are
changed by it.

It is important to remember that
there are many more influences on
someone’s life than just you. One
Christian may lead many people to
Christ with seemingly very little work.
Another Christian may be a faithful
friend to numerous people for years
yet see none of them come to Christ.
This does not automatically mean that
the Christian who sees the most peo-
ple come to Christ is doing a better
job.

Some people might have very
strong barriers in their lives when it
comes to Christianity. There are a lot
of people in our society who have ex-
tra barriers toward God’s message be-
cause they have been mistreated by
Christians. Hearing about God, the
Bible, and church may trigger all the
emotional pain from those experi-
ences.

Other people seem to clearly em-
brace God’s message, but then after a
year or two, they do not even profess
to be following God. Forgiveness may
sound very good to these people, who
are aware of their own mistakes and
guilt; however, forgiveness is not truly
received until one embraces the reali-
ty of his own selfishness. These peo-
ple may profess to have received for-
giveness, but as life goes on, they
realize their inability to be selfless. Be-

cause they have not really acknowl-
edged their own selfishness, they walk
away from God.

There are others, however, whose
hearts are truly changed. God uses
events and relationships in their lives
to help them truly see their sin. These
people are ready to hear and under-
stand God’s message. 

The truths from the parable of the
sower help us with our question of re-
sponsibility in a few ways. Every per-
son is being influenced by many dif-
ferent factors. Remember, the
responsibility for each person’s deci-
sion about Christ ultimately is be-
tween God and that person. You do
not need to be discouraged and be
down on yourself because you have
not led somebody to Christ.

On the other hand, you do not get to
take the credit when you lead some-
one to Christ (cf. I Cor. 3:6). It can be
very easy to replace Jesus with our-
selves. Our pride can cause us to think
the other person only needed us in or-
der to come to Christ for salvation.

It is not uncommon to have a friend
who apparently became a Christian
but then drifted away. In these mo-
ments it is important to realize that
these things happen. You can spend
endless time analyzing all the things
you said to the person or things you
wish you had said. It is not a bad idea
to learn from experiences in your past,
but you cannot put someone else’s
decisions on your shoulders. You can
breathe a sigh of relief and continue to
love your friend because you actually
care about the person, not because
you are trying to please God with your
accomplishments.

We do not need to “hit a home run”
every time we tell somebody about Je-
sus. Most people do not randomly be-
come Christians out of the blue. It can
be, and often is, a process that brings
someone to Christ. God may be using
you at one point in that process. You
do not have to convince someone on
every point of Christianity in one meet-
ing. But if you realize your responsibil-
ity, you will be able to nudge someone
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When God speaks, we listen and re-
spond appropriately. Here is what the
Bible says about God speaking: “So
shall my word be that goeth forth out
of my mouth: it shall not return unto
me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in
the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa. 55:11).

Q. How do I know what promises in
the Bible apply to me and which ones
do not apply? 
A. The Bible has so many promises that
this question does need to be carefully
answered. When God made a promise
to Adam and Eve in the very beginning,
how can we know whether it applies to
us today? We will always want to look
at the verses that surround the one we
are considering. The context will usual-
ly tell us if the specific promise fits us.

Let us look at the most well-known
psalm. In the twenty-third Psalm, David
wrote, “Yea, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for thou art with me” (vs. 4). The
context does not directly tell us if this
promise fits us, but if we study other
passages, we will find that what David
says is true. Jesus said, “Come unto
me, . . . I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).
These words from our Lord confirm the
words of the shepherd psalm. 

An additional criterion for evaluating
promises is the timeframe of the prom-
ise. Some promises for Israel and
some for the church universal are
prophetic. They can be depended
upon, but they will not be fulfilled until
some future date.

One final point is that many, if not
most, of the promises in the Bible do
have some spiritual application that
we can claim. As we listen to the Holy
Spirit, we will be able to trust the
promises that apply. �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press. P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. Can a Christian accept homosexu-
al marriage? 
A. Answers to difficult and emotional
issues are often hard to hear. So I will
preface this by asking whether you
have personal friends who are practic-
ing a homosexual lifestyle? If your an-
swer is no, then we are dealing with a
hypothetical issue and it may seem
unreal to you. If you do have friends
who are involved in this lifestyle, you
will feel more emotionally engaged. 

May I just address those who are per-
sonal friends with an individual who
lives this way? Are you repulsed by this
behavior because you believe it is un-
biblical? Are you repulsed because you
see evidence that your friend is hurting
himself or herself? Do you accept that
this is wrong primarily because your
parents have told you that it is?

The reasons for asking you to ex-
amine yourself with those questions is
because the biblical definition of love
can be stated as “the desire for and
active pursuit, whenever possible, of
that which is best for the person you
love.” So when we consider sin and
other issues in life, especially those
that are unpleasant to us, we will al-
ways want to be sure that biblical love
guides our thinking. 

To answer the question directly,
please remember that God created
marriage. It is a divine institution, and
as such God is the One who defines it.
When God saw that Adam was lonely,
God made him a wife, a female. God
did not make two females for him, nor
did He make another male for him.
God lovingly gave Eve, and only Eve,
to Adam. 

The Christian cannot accept an un-
biblical redefinition of marriage. Some
call the cohabiting arrangement be-
tween two people of the same gender
a “civil union.” Words do count, and
naming an issue is important. If you
call a kangaroo by some other name,
that does not change the kangaroo. If
you call a civil union marriage, that
does not make it marriage. 

a little closer to Christ and then trust
God to take that person the rest of the
way on His terms. 

The parable of the sower helps us
clarify some things that we are not re-
sponsible for. However, we must be
careful not to use the parable as an
excuse to neglect some of our re-
sponsibilities. It would be easy to say,
“It is my responsibility to share the
gospel with people. I cannot help it if
the person’s heart is bad soil and the
seed does not grow.” Perhaps, in-
stead, we should take some time to
think about the things we can do to
help the soil in someone’s heart be-
come more fertile. 

Someone who has been hurt by
Christians in the past may not be able
to disassociate the message from the
painful experience. It might take a long
time of your being that person’s friend
and gaining his trust before the person
is able to view the message fairly.

A judgmental tone can also turn
people off to what we have to say. We
can be disarming by coming to a con-
versation acknowledging our own bro-
kenness. We cannot make the fig tree
produce figs, but we can help fertilize
the soil. Take time to be respectful of
people and develop friendships. We
do not need to bear other people’s re-
sponsibility, but we do not want to
make it harder for them to hear the
gospel either.

KNOWING YOUR ROLE
Lastly, one of the key elements to

understanding your responsibility is
understanding your role in life. The
way we interact with people varies
greatly based on the relationship. This
is for good reason. Imagine how bad-
ly your friendships would deteriorate if
you acted like you were your friends’
parents.

Ask yourself what it would look like
to be a good friend. Do not try to be
your friend’s pastor. Be there to listen
to your friends when they are having a
rough time. Do not be so quick to cor-
rect their misgivings. Be a safe place
for your friends to have a good time,
while not getting into things that might
harm them. You might find it is easier
to help them understand the message
of the Bible when they trust the mes-
senger.

Above all, realize you are not God.
Remember that you are only responsi-
ble for your actions, but be mindful of
the good and bad effects those ac-
tions can have. �

Teen Scene

The Biblical Definition
of Marriage
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TEN-YEAR-OLD Lucy always tried
to witness for Jesus by the way

she treated others. At school, she al-
ways turned in her work on time. She
was always there for anyone who
needed help of any kind. 

Two girls the next grade up targeted
Lucy. Mary and Tina felt they were su-
perior and could mock others. 

“Hey, Lucy!” Mary yelled one day.
“Where did you get that outfit?” Mary
oozed charm and interest.

“Oh, my mother made it for me. I
love it. It’s pretty and comfortable,”
Lucy replied. “You like it?”

“Yeah, well, we figured somebody
made it for you. Somebody with their
eyes closed who didn’t use a pattern.
Somebody who can’t sew!” Mary
yelled as she and Tina took off shriek-
ing with laughter.

Lucy was stunned. She choked back
tears as she looked down at her outfit. 

“I love your outfit. Ignore them.
They’re just so full of themselves I’m
surprised they’re not fat!” It was Lucy’s
best friend Brianna. The two laughed
and went to class. 

But Mary’s rudeness was just the
beginning of the torment she and Tina
had planned for Lucy. 

Every chance they had, they made
rude remarks about everything she did
and had but especially about her faith.

One day, Tina bumped into Lucy
hard. “Oh, excuse me! I’m so sorry!”
she said, smirking.

“You are not sorry!” Brianna inter-
rupted. “And that’s bullying! You’d
better watch your step!” She was an-
gry, and it showed.

Stepping up almost face-to-face

with Brianna, Mary said, “Back off.
This isn’t your fight. You don’t want to
mess with us.”

“What is your problem?” Brianna
asked. “Just leave Lucy alone!” 

Mary smiled coldly. “We’ll stop
when and if we feel like it.”

Lucy spoke up. “You two need Jesus.
I hope you’ll figure that out pretty soon.”

At that, Mary and Tina would have
hit Lucy if other friends had not
stepped in.

In the weeks following, the agony for
Lucy became worse. When she men-
tioned it at supper one night, her
brother Caleb said, “You can handle it!
Smack them if you have to!” 

“Caleb!” Mom warned, “hitting isn’t
a solution. That’s reserved for self-de-
fense.”

“Yeah, but our dad was a soldier. He
gave his life and didn’t back down for
anyone.”

“That was a different situation, hon-
ey. He was the gentlest man I knew,
and I suspect he agonized over his
part in the war. He just wanted to tell
people about Jesus.”

“That’s really what I want for Mary
and Tina,” Lucy said. “They must be
pretty unhappy if they have to spend
so much time picking on me.” 

At that, Mom and Caleb burst out
laughing. “You should tell them that,”
Caleb said.

“I did, but they don’t listen,” Lucy
replied. “My friends stick up for me
though, and that helps.”

The next night, Caleb went to his
mother after Lucy had gone to bed.
“Mom, you need to see what those
two girls are saying about Lucy on

Facebook and Instagram. Since Lucy
is not on either, she probably doesn’t
even know.” 

Caleb brought up Mary’s and Tina’s
posts. They called Lucy disgusting
names and made fun of her “goodness”
and desire to see people come to Jesus.
Many defended her, but that just brought
more abuse from Mary and Tina. 

“Mom, you have to do something to
help her.” 

“Oh, I will,” Mom said, her eyes
glinting angrily. “I’ll be at the school to-
morrow.”

“Uh-oh! Look out! Here comes
Mom!” Caleb cheered. Then he got se-
rious. “Last night, Lucy was quoting
Scripture to me about why she’s just
putting up with this. One verse was
Romans 12:21, ‘Be not overcome of
evil, but overcome evil with good.’ The
other one was Matthew 5:44.”

Mom said, “Oh, yes. That one says,
‘But I say unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray
for them which despitefully use you,
and persecute you.’ 

“Lucy doesn’t understand that chal-
lenging people to be responsible for
their actions is helping them,” Mom
continued. “She’ll learn about that
when I go to school tomorrow.”

The next day when Mom dropped
her off, Lucy asked, “Do you think
coming here is best idea, Mom?” 

“Honey, those girls have to be held
responsible for their actions. You’re
not helping by quietly suffering. If they
left you alone, they would go after
someone else.”

When Lucy got to class, she hung
up her backpack on the hook outside
the classroom door as usual. 

Mrs. Reed gave the class time to
work on their math, so it was quiet in
the room. Suddenly, they heard gig-
gles from the hallway. Mrs. Reed
stepped out to check and saw Mary
and Tina sneaking away quickly. She
turned and saw Jonas, a sixth grader,
standing in the door of his classroom
across the hall, his eyes huge.

“I think you better check that back-
pack,” he said to Mrs. Reed, nodding
toward Lucy’s backpack.

Touching it, she felt stickiness. There
were rips in it. She called to Lucy, and
Jonas came over to say, “I saw Mary
and Tina messing with it. I told them to
stop, but they ignored me.”

As Lucy went through her back-
pack, her tears turned to sobs. They
had thrown some things in the nearby

Boys and Girls

When to Pray,
When to Act

BY NOEL HARSHMAN
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Tina and Mary put on a “who, us?”
look, but soon they were not looking at
anyone.

Next, Lucy’s mom told about the
demeaning posts about her daugh-
ter’s faith and her daughter in general.
Brianna talked next. 

Mrs. Sprague said, “What do you
girls have to say for yourselves?”

Mary shrugged. “We were just
messing with her. She doesn’t need to
take it so seriously!” 

Mary’s mother looked at her as if she
had never seen her before. “I don’t be-
lieve what you’re saying, Mary! What
you did was despicable! Oh, and you
know that money you’ve been saving
for an updated tablet? That’s going to
Lucy to replace her cell phone, note-
book, and backpack!”

“Mom!” Mary protested.
“Don’t you ‘Mom’ me, young lady.

You are in so much trouble!”
Mary had turned pale and shrunk

back into her seat. Lucy actually felt
sorry for her. Yet she knew that Mary
needed this.

Tina’s mom said, “Tina, you will
share the cost of Lucy’s things. You
are just as guilty! I am sick to think you
could behave like this toward anyone,
but especially a lovely girl like Lucy.”

“How do you know she’s lovely?”
Tina asked defiantly.

“I’ve been going to a ladies’ Bible
study on Tuesday nights. That’s how I
know Lucy’s mom, and believe me,
Lucy is respected at her church for the
life she lives. And I’ll tell you now, you

trash, which Jonas had rescued.
Somehow her cell phone had been

dunked in water; it did not work any-
more. All of Lucy’s homework for that
day was smeared with dirt and glue
and stuck together. There were nasty
notes thrown in with crude, horrible
drawings. Lucy was crushed. Mrs.
Reed was furious. 

“Let’s go,” she said to Lucy, taking
everything with her.

In Mrs. Sprague’s office, Mrs. Reed
carefully laid all the items on towels.
Then Lucy reported what had been
going on for weeks and said that her
mom was coming to see Mrs.
Sprague. Jonas and Brianna were
called in. Brianna told about the nasti-
ness on social media but explained
that Lucy did not have access. Her
phone could only do texting and call-
ing. When the two girls discovered
Lucy was not online, they decided to
ruin her backpack and her work and
scare her with threatening notes.

Mrs. Sprague called Lucy’s mom,
who was on the way. Mary’s and Tina’s
mothers came quickly.

Everyone had returned to class, but
after all the mothers and Mrs. Sprague
had conferred, Jonas, Lucy, and Mrs.
Reed were called in first. Then Mary
and Tina.

The two walked in trying to look
nonchalant and relaxed, but that dis-
appeared when they saw Lucy and
their mothers. 

First, Mrs. Reed and Jonas reported
what they had seen that morning. 

The Coney
BY JONATHAN GARNER

THE coney is a small, rodent-like, furry mammal that lives in Africa and the
Middle East, including Israel. It has brown fur and looks like a big guinea pig

or a rabbit with tiny ears. It has a plump and squatty body, a short neck, slen-
der legs, and short tail. It lives in rocky areas and is also known as a rock hyrax
or rock badger. Rubbery pads on its feet help it to climb on rocks. 

As with most little animals, the coney might seem helpless when faced with
bigger animals that want to eat it, but God in His wisdom provided a plan for it.
The Bible even praises its wisdom in Proverbs 30:24, and verse 26 explains why:
“The conies are but a feeble folk, yet make they their houses in the rocks.” 

The coney is not a strong creature, but God gave it the wisdom to figure out
a way to protect itself. It chooses a strong home that will keep it safe from big
and dangerous animals. 

A pile of rocks or big boulders, a rocky hill, or even a mountainside are all good
places for a coney to find a den because any animal that wants to attack this
small creature cannot get through solid rock. The coney is safe in its unmovable
refuge from leopards, eagles, and other predators. 

Noah’s Ark

and I will be in church Sunday.”
Tina looked mortified. But when

Mary’s mom said, “That sounds like a
great idea!” Mary looked equally horri-
fied. 

“Oh, and by the way,” Mary’s mom
continued, “Tina’s mom and I have al-
ready agreed, all your social media ac-
counts are canceled. You’ll give us
your phones now. And there will be no
computer access for—we’ll decide
how long.”

At this, both girls wailed, “Mom!”
Then Mrs. Sprague said, “I might as

well add to the mix. You are both sus-
pended for ten days. You’ll be respon-
sible for getting your work caught up
when you return plus keeping up with
your current work at that time. And just
so you know, I could have expelled
you. It was Lucy who talked me into
suspension instead, at least for now.” 

The air had gone out of both girls,
and they sat shriveled in their chairs,
looking miserable.

“I sincerely hope you’ll be changed
young ladies when this is done. You’re
on a slippery slope,” added Mrs.
Sprague.

Changed they were. Within weeks,
the kindness and love they were
shown at church—instead of the hos-
tility they expected—found its mark,
and both girls accepted Christ as Sav-
iour. In tears, they apologized to Lucy
and asked her forgiveness. 

Lucy quickly forgave them and
thanked the Lord for her new Christian
friends. � 



You and Your Bible
BY JUDY CARLSEN

Trees in the Bible
The Bible lists many trees that were important to God’s people. Fill in these

words from the definitions below.

Across
1. Asaph was the keeper of the king’s _________________ (Nehemiah 2:8).

4. timber of _______________ for Solomon’s temple (I Kings 5:8)

6. tree for the judge Deborah (Judges 4:5)

7. wild tree grafted (Romans 11:24)

Down 
1. An apostle sat under a __________ tree (John 1:48).

2. Zacchaeus climbed up this tree (Luke 19:4).

3. Absalom’s hair got caught in an __________ tree (II Samuel 18:9).

5. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was in the _________________
of Eden (Genesis 2:15).

Who Goes With What Tree?
Using the verse, match the name with the tree.

1. ____ Tree of knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 2:17) a. Abraham

2. ____ Oak tree (II Samuel 18:9) b. Nathanael

3. ____ Tree at Mamre (Genesis 18:1) c. Adam

4. ____ Sycamore tree (Luke 19:4) d. Noah

5. ____ Gopher wood (Genesis 6:14) e. Absalom

6. ____ Palm tree (Judges 4:5) f. Solomon

7. ____ Fig tree (John 1:48) g. Zacchaeus

8. ____ Cedar of Lebanon (I Kings 5:10) h. Elijah

9. ____ Juniper tree (I Kings 19:5) i. Deborah
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This is a perfect illustration of how we
should make God our refuge. We may
be small or weak, but God is strong. The
Bible, especially in the book of Psalms,
often refers to God as a rock that will
keep us safe. Psalm 94:22 says, “My
God is the rock of my refuge.”

Whenever troubles come into our
lives, we should turn to God. We
should pray to Him and read His Word,
trusting that He loves us and is our
Rock of refuge. The coney sets a good
example of this for us to follow. It is al-
ways ready to head back to its own
rock of refuge. 

If no predators are around, a coney
can leave its house. It may want to
bask in the sun or find something to
eat. Coneys live in groups, and they
search for food with other coneys. As
they forage together, they watch for
danger and are ready to warn each
other when predators approach.

Some of the coney’s favorite foods
are grass, insects, leaves, lizards,
birds’ eggs, and fruit. As it munches
on a delicious meal, it stays alert for
any animals that might want to eat it.
If it sees a predator, it will cry out to tell
the other coneys that there is danger. 

Each coney knows that the safest
place to be is back in the shelter of its
rocky house. If it cannot get home, it
will hide in a temporary shelter, such
as a hole in a tree. Yet a place like that
is not as reliable and comforting as the
coney’s true home. 

Even when all is safe outside, the
coney eventually returns to its house to
sleep. Its whole life revolves around its
house in the rocks. This is similar to how
our life should revolve around God. We
should stay close to Him, our Rock of
refuge, even when life is peaceful. 

A little coney is born in the peace
and safety of its parents’ rocky home.
As it grows up, it wil l  see many
changes in itself, in the land around it,
and in its animal neighbors. It will get
bigger. Different plants may grow
around its house in the rocks. New fur-
ry friends may move in nearby. 

The coney’s rocky home, however,
will not change. It will continue provid-
ing a strong shelter and safe place
from danger for the little creature. 

It is the same way with us and God.
All kinds of things may change in our
lives as the years go by, yet just as the
coney can rely on its rocky home, we
can rely on God. He will never change
(Jas. 1:17). He will always love us, and
He wil l  always be our Rock of
refuge. �

�Crossword puzzle:Across: 1. Forest; 4. Cedar; 6. Palm; 7. Olive. Down:
1.Fig; 2. Sycomore; 3. Oak; 5. Garden. Matching:1. c; 2. e; 3. a; 4. g; 5. d; 6. i;
7.b; 8. f; 9. h.
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Answers:
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Wit and Wisdom

Mark Twain (1835-1910): “If you tell
the truth, you don’t have to remember
anything.”

* * *

“A horse can’t pull while kicking,
This fact I merely mention;

And he can’t kick while pulling,
Which is my chief contention.
Let’s imitate the good old horse
And lead a life that’s fitting;

Just pull an honest load, and then
There’ll be no time for kicking.”

* * *

“The road to success is always under
construction.”

* * *

“People do odd things to get even.”

* * *

“What you laugh at tells plainer than
words what you are.”

* * *

“Perseverance is the ability to stick to
something you are not stuck on.”

* * *

Edward Heath (1916-2005): “A diplo-
mat is a man who thinks twice before
he says nothing.”

* * *

Anatole France (1844-1924): “If fifty
million people say a foolish thing it is
still a foolish thing.”

* * *

G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936):
“Merely having an open mind is noth-
ing; the object of opening the mind, as
of opening the mouth, is to shut it
again on something solid.”

* * *

“They couldn’t find the artist, so they
hung the picture.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

A Time for
Thanksgiving

Maltbie D. Babcock (1858-1901):
“Be on the lookout for mercies. The
more we look for them, the more of
them we will see. . . . Better to lose
count while naming your blessings
than to lose your blessings by count-
ing your troubles.”

* * *

George Herbert (1593-1633): “Thou
who has given so much to me,/Give
one thing more—a grateful heart; /Not
thankful when it pleaseth me, /As if
Thy blessings had spare days, / But
such a heart whose pulse may be Thy
praise.”

* * *

Elisabeth Elliot (1926-2015): “It is al-
ways possible to be thankful for what
is given rather than to complain about
what is not given. One or the other be-
comes a habit of life.”

* * *

Oswald Chambers (1874-1917): “I no
sooner begin to feel grateful than the
wilderness comes again, but I fear
nothing. God is love. This will be the
very best discipline I can have for pa-
tience.”

* * *

Margaret E. Sangster (1838-1912):
“Love, laughter, faith and life and
sleep,/We own them, every one—
/They carry us along the road/That
leads from sun to sun.”

* * *

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758):
“Among the many acts of gratitude we
owe to God, it may be accounted one
to study and contemplate the perfec-
tions and beauties of His work of cre-
ation. Every new discovery must nec-
essarily raise in us a fresh sense of the
greatness, wisdom, and power of
God.”

* * *

Helmut Thielicke (1908-1986): “All
loving is a thanksgiving for the fact that
we ourselves have been loved.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.
copyright c 2015

HarperCollins Christian Publishing
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ANUMBER of years ago, I attended
a Sunday chapel service on a mil-

itary base in Mosul, Iraq. The chaplain,
with a little reluctance, asked a few
questions. He was hesitant because he
knew he would be disappointed with
the answers. The chapel was filled with
U.S. soldiers, as well as government
contractors. Except for a few new be-
lievers, most were seasoned Christians. 

His first question was, “How many of
you have read through the whole
Bible?” What I saw shocked me and
opened my eyes to the state of the
church. Only a few of us raised our
hands. The majority had read through
the New Testament, but only a few had
read through the Old Testament. The
majority did not read the Bible on a dai-
ly basis, yet everyone had a high regard
for Scripture. 

I love the Word of God and devour
it. It is not a burden for me to read it.
To this day I am still baffled why pro-
fessing Christians are not reading the
Bible. Do they really believe it is the
truth or know it is the only way to
deepen our faith in Jesus Christ? We
cannot know the Way, or the Truth, or
the Life without knowing the words of
the I AM (cf. John 14:6). Do we believe
that God’s “Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us” (1:14)?

Jesus used the Scriptures to teach
others about Himself. In Luke 24:25-
27, we read His words to the two on
the road to Emmaus: “Then he said
unto them, O fools, and slow of heart
to believe all that the prophets have
spoken: ought not Christ to have suf-
fered these things, and to enter into his
glory? And beginning at Moses and all
the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself.” Shortly there-
after, Jesus appeared to His eleven
apostles and said, “These are the
words which I spake unto you, while I
was yet with you, that all things must
be fulfilled, which were written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and
in the psalms, concerning me” (vs. 44).

The reality is that all scripture is the
perfect (Ps. 12:6) and inerrant (19:7)

Word of God. It is important for divine
instruction, for rebuking wrong behav-
ior or beliefs (cf. II Tim. 3:16). It gives us
a solution and a hope (cf. Jer. 29:11). So
we Christians can be fully equipped in
a fallen world (cf. Heb. 13:20-21).

This leads me to why I am writing this
article. The authority of Scripture in our
culture and our lives has been, and
continues to be, in a sharp decline. It
has been replaced by humanistic
thought (we are gods; we can deter-
mine what is good and bad). The truths
that God has commanded how we are
to live and glorify Him and that there is
only one way anyone can be saved are
scoffed at and deemed hateful. 

This has been Satan’s tactic from the
beginning. When he said, “Hath God
said?” (Gen. 3:1), Satan was trying to
raise doubts in Eve’s understanding of
God’s will. Satan was cunning. He
caused her to question God’s good-
ness. When Eve told Satan there was
only one tree in the garden she could
not eat from for it would bring death, Sa-
tan lied: “Ye shall not surely die” (vs. 4).
Eve ate. So did Adam. Sin, corruption,
and death entered the human race. 

Satan continues his works of decep-
tion. Jesus said in John 8:44-45, “Ye are
of your father the devil, and the lusts of
your father ye will do. He was a mur-
derer from the beginning, and abode
not in the truth, because there is no truth
in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and
the father of it. And because I tell you the
truth, ye believe me not.” He spoke
those words to the Jews of that day, but
they can also apply to people today.

Fathers, it is our God-given respon-
sibility to set the example for our chil-
dren, the next generation. If they are not
fully equipped, they will easily be swept
away by the culture instead of making
a strong stand against it. Sunday
school and youth group meetings are
not enough. Most Christian kids go to
government-run schools filled with pa-
gan philosophies. What will keep them
from not being vexed and led astray by
the anti-Christian system? It is sim-
ple—the Word of God in its entirety.

Fathers, it is our responsibility to
teach our children the truth by teach-
ing everything that God has given us
in the Scriptures. If our kids see that
the Word of God is not dominant in our
lives, they will imitate that. God’s Word
commands us, “And ye shall teach
them [His words] your children, speak-
ing of them when thou sittest in thine
house, and when thou walkest by the
way, when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up” (Deut. 11:19).

God gives us a promise in Proverbs
22:6: “Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will
not depart from it.” Do you believe
that? Your actions will definitely an-
swer that question.

Fathers, it is our responsibility to
teach the next generation to love and
obey God. We cannot delegate that re-
sponsibility to others. We will certain-
ly be accountable for it. We have to
teach them to defend the faith by be-
ing firmly rooted in the truth found only
in the sacred Scriptures. Our children
will need it as the influence of Christi-
anity declines and spiritual darkness
envelops much of our society.

It should be our desire for our chil-
dren to be bright lights in a society that
is anti-Christian. We should want our
sons and daughters to be fearless
warriors for Jesus Christ. That is more
important than anything. 

I read through the whole Bible with
my two kids separately. It was enjoy-
able. The dialogue and interaction we
had together as we read through it
bonded us together. I was sad when
we finished. It helped that we took our
time (it took three to four years).

On a practical note: It does not take
much time to read the Bible daily and
to ready through the whole Bible in a
year. The more times you read through
it, the more you get out of it. Things
that you missed in previous readings
jump out the next time you read it. Do
you want to hear from the Lord? Read
through the New Testament every
month while vigorously reading
through the Old Testament as well.
God has a lot to say to you. �

Dad’s Den

Fathers, Teach Your Children!
BY KEVIN HOYER
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learned, however, that God is the great
surgeon who does not leave any
scars. Jesus promised His disciples, “I
will pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever; even the Spir-
it of truth; whom the world cannot re-
ceive, because it seeth him not, nei-
ther knoweth him: but ye know him; for
he dwelleth with you, and shall be in
you. I will not leave you comfortless: I
will come to you” (John 14:16-18).

I learned that once the painful ar-
eas of our past are revealed, con-
fessed, and released, they can no
longer be strongholds in our lives. In-
deed “the Lord is that Spirit: and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there
is liberty” (II Cor. 3:17). This time of
healing was one of the most extraor-
dinary experiences in my walk with
Christ. It freed me to be able to trust
Him and to be able to experience and
feel His love in a deeper way than I
had ever done before. I realized that I
did not have to be in control—He is
God and I am not. I could rejoice in
the instruction of His Word: “Be still,
and know that I am God: I will be ex-
alted among the heathen, I will be ex-
alted in the earth” (Ps. 46:10).

It was during this healing process
that God spoke quietly to my heart.
During my prayer time, I thought about
a small airplane. I could picture
Samantha jumping out of the airplane
with me attached to her legs. I was
able to imagine, with horror and angst,
the outcome—a hard landing and
death for both of us.

I then imagined Samantha jumping
out of that same small airplane while
wearing a parachute on her back. I
imagined her pulling the cord on the
parachute and reaching a safe landing.
I immediately understood that I was the
parachute and that I would always be
attached to my daughter. The attach-
ment, however, would be from behind
so that she could call upon me when-
ever she needed to do so. Knowing that
I will always be her parachute has giv-
en me great comfort and assur-
ance. �

skills, increased anxiety, a sense of en-
titlement, and undeveloped life skills.
According to Dr. Ann Dunnewold, a li-
censed psychologist, “The main prob-
lem with helicopter parenting is that it
backfires. The underlying message
[the parent’s] overinvolvement sends
to kids, however, is ‘my parent does-
n’t trust me to do this on my own,’ [and
this leads] to a lack of confidence”
(Even June Cleaver Would Forget the
Juice Box, HCI Books).

Samantha was trying to separate
herself from me. I felt betrayed,
unloved, and unappreciated. After one
particularly heated battle, I realized
that my emotional overreaction to her
natural desire for independence was
not healthy.

I thank God for a wonderful Chris-
tian counselor and her wisdom and
spiritual insight. It did not take long for
me to recognize the error of my ways
based on my own traumatic child-
hood. I knew I needed emotional heal-
ing and immediately began this
process. I went from thinking that I had
been the perfect mother to thinking I
had been the worst. Both assess-
ments were off base, but the realiza-
tion of what I had done was traumatic
and horrifying to me.

The first step toward recovery was
allowing God to heal my significant
childhood wounds. This was neither
easy nor fun but something I knew was
absolutely necessary in order to live a
healthy life. The next step was repen-
tance—confessing the error of my
ways—to Samantha. This amazed her,
and it was the first step toward our fu-
ture healthy relationship. I also recog-
nized that I needed to ask our loving
Heavenly Father for forgiveness. I re-
alized that due to difficult issues in my
parents’ lives, which caused many
problems in our household, I had not
been able to trust them or anyone else
(including God) in my life. I had been
trying to be God to Samantha and in
all areas of my life.

All of this may sound frightening to
do, and without God as our Comforter
and Counselor, it would be. I have

I WAS the classic helicopter mother,
hovering over my daughter until her

world and mine collided. It happened
when she (Samantha) was in high
school. Up until that time, I thought I
had been the perfect mom.

Although I had a professional career,
I had always been involved in Saman-
tha’s life, providing opportunities for her
many interests, including drama,
dance, gymnastics, and more. When
her Girl Scout troop went on field trips,
I accompanied them. Her dad and I
went on all the junior high school class
trips. Her every birthday provided an
opportunity for a special party and
unique experience. We frequented con-
certs, plays, and other special events
together. I was the preferred driver for
her and her friends, many of whom
viewed me as a surrogate mother.

I was involved at every stage of her
church experience. I was a nursery
volunteer (when she was an infant),
children’s church teacher, and youth
group leader. For many years, I
brought her and her friends to youth
group every week, not only driving
them there but also providing dinner.

Somewhere along the way, howev-
er, Samantha began to interpret my in-
volvement as intrusive, and friction en-
sued. My world began to fall apart.

A helicopter parent is “a parent who
takes an overprotective or excessive
interest in the life of their child”
(www.oxforddictionaries.com). There
are many reasons why parents hover. I
had become a helicopter mother be-
cause I felt the need to protect Saman-
tha and to overcompensate as a par-
ent due to my own unstable childhood.
Kate Bayless explains, “Adults who felt
unloved, neglected or ignored as chil-
dren can overcompensate with their
own children. Excessive attention and
monitoring are attempts to remedy a
deficiency the parents felt in their own
upbringing” (“What Is Helicopter Par-
enting?”  www.parents.com).

Helicopter parenting holds many
negative consequences for children.
These include decreased confidence
and self-esteem, undeveloped coping

One Mother to Another

Helicopter or Parachute Mother?
BY DEBORAH MARKOWITZ SOLAN
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THERE is no doubt that the family
faces many challenges today. Is

Dad to be blamed? Is Mom at fault? Are
the children to be blamed, or should the
fault be put on the public schools and
society? Could it be that the family in
general today is lacking in order? In
many situations, families just “get by”
and any kind of structure is absent. 

The story is told of a youth who was
picked up by the police. The first thing
the young man said to the officer was,
“You aren’t going to tell my old man,
are you?” The officer told the youth
that he would be interested in hearing
why he did not want his father to know.
The youth replied that his father was
not interested in him, for his father was
too busy. When the policeman called
the boy’s father, the father replied,
“What in the world are you calling me
for?” (Hendricks, Say It With Love, Vic-
tor).

Obviously, there was disorder in that
family. However, there is a remedy for
disorder in the family. It is not found in
man’s reason, which is here today and
gone tomorrow; rather, the remedy is
found in the unchanging, eternal Word
of God, which comes directly from
God Himself. Notice what is involved
in God’s order for the family.

UNDERSTAND HEADSHIP
The trinitarian relationship is very ap-

parent in Scripture. God is revealed as
one God existing in three Persons, Fa-
ther, Son, and Holy Spirit. This means
that each Person in the Trinity is of the
same essence, God (Elohim, see Gen-
esis 1—3), but each Person exists as a
distinct personality as Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit (cf. Matt. 28:19; II Cor. 13:14). 

First Corinthians 11:1-3 tells us that
in the trinitarian relationship there is an
eternal order. God the Father is the
Head of Jesus Christ. Although the
Holy Spirit is not mentioned in this
passage of Scripture, He proceeded
from the Father and was sent by Jesus
Christ. God the Father’s headship
means that He is responsible for pro-
viding leadership in the trinitarian rela-
tionship. Christ is responsible to the

Father (John 6:38), as is the Holy Spir-
it, although His purpose is to glorify
the Son (16:13-15).

From I Corinthians 11:1-3, we also
learn that God the Father has brought
the eternal order of the Godhead into
the family He has created on earth.
Christ is the Head of man. This means
that Christ is the Leader of the Chris-
tian man. The man’s responsibility is to
acknowledge that Jesus is his Ruler as
Saviour and Lord and to follow His
teachings.

Then I Corinthians 11:1-3 teaches us
that man as husband and father is the
head of the woman in her roles as wife
and mother. God has given to the hus-
band the privilege and the responsibil-
ity of being the head of his wife and
home as God the Father is the Head of
the Trinity. This God-given position is
one of incredible importance, for the
man represents the Heavenly Father to
his wife and family, providing godly
leadership for them. 

He is not lord over, or dictator of, his
wife and family; rather, he is to emu-
late his Head, Jesus Christ, who is the
Servant of God and humanity. Two
searching questions that each man
should ask himself are “How can I out-
serve my wife?” and “How can I out-
serve my children?”

When a husband or father recog-
nizes that he leads his wife and family
by servanthood, his entire ministry to
his family will be revolutionized. He will
not think primarily about himself and his
needs. He will concentrate on how to
meet the needs of his wife and children
by spending quality time with them. He
will be available as a listener and will
participate in their lives by attending
their various activities. His utmost con-
cern will be that their spiritual lives are
maturing in Christ and His Word.

Men, headship means that God
holds you responsible for what hap-
pens in your family spiritually, physi-
cally, psychologically, and materially.
You fulfill that responsibility by know-
ing Jesus Christ as your Saviour, be-
ing a servant, and relying on the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit, who lives within

you (Eph. 5:18-21, 25-33). How are
you doing?

Finally, since God has ordained that
the husband is the head of his wife, the
woman finds her fulfillment as she de-
velops her creativity within the sphere
of her husband’s servant-leadership
(cf. I Cor. 11:3). Elsewhere, the Bible ex-
horts, “Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife”
(Eph. 5:22-23). “Submit” here means
that the wife should line up under the
headship or leadership of her husband.

The husband is told to love his wife
as Christ loved the church and gave
Himself for it (Eph. 5:25). The hus-
band’s loving servant-leadership will
spontaneously cause his wife to want
to submit to him and follow His Christ-
like leadership. No husband should
demand submission from his wife, for
that is not of the Lord.

At the same time, the wife needs to
let her husband lead. If the Christian
husband does not lead voluntarily, the
wife should be careful to ask his opin-
ion on spiritual and other matters. Even
if he is not a believer, she should still
seek to honor his leadership. The wife
should obey God’s Word if her hus-
band tells her to do something con-
trary to it. The wife’s Christlike exam-
ple is a powerful, wordless witness to
an unbelieving husband (I Pet. 3:1-6).

PRACTICE EQUALITY
The eternal order in the Godhead

does not mean that there is inequality
of Persons among the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Although each
Person has different roles to fulfill,
each One has the same nature. Each
Person recognizes His own unique-
ness and cooperates fully with the oth-
er Persons. The Bible gives no indica-
tion of any vying for power or misuse
of position or any form of jealousy.

The Trinity is a beautiful example of
what should be true in human families
in regard to individual relationships.
Such qualities are needed for families,
and all people, to live together in pure
harmony and balance. 

Family Life

The Family——Order Or Disorder?
BY PAUL R. BAWDEN
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SHOW RESPECT
It has been said that when a married

couple begins to lose respect for one
another, the marriage starts a down-
ward slide. What is respect? Respect
is accepting the other person and giv-
ing honor to that individual while ac-
knowledging the God-given value of
the other person, who is made in the
image of God. The wise husband will
tell his wife that he loves her on a reg-
ular basis, not just any time he may feel
like it. He will do special things for her
at times, especially remembering birth-
days and anniversaries. When he is go-
ing to be late coming home for supper,
he will phone her and tell her about
when he will arrive. He will be sensitive
to her needs. It is interesting that when
a man is courting his wife-to-be, he is
most attentive to her and seeks to
please her in any way he can. But once
he is married, it is common that he
changes in how he responds to her.
Certainly, there will be a different envi-
ronment once the couple is married,
but the wise husband will continue to
make his wife feel special and that she
is first in his life next to the Lord. 

The father can also let his children
know that he respects them. I under-
stand one man would go into a room
and stand before his child and say, “Ah!”
meaning “You are awesome.” He want-
ed the child to know that he respected
his child and valued him as a gift from
God. Perhaps husbands should do this
standing before their wives at times. 

Disrespect begins to arise in the mar-
riage relationship when the husband
and wife do not understand headship,
do not practice equality, and do not en-
joy unity. Obviously, headship, equality,
and unity are tied together, and if they
are put into the fabric of the marriage
relationship, the husband and wife will
have respect for one another. 

But when the husband does not
take the initiative in being a servant-
leader ministering to the needs of his
wife and children, or the wife decides
that she will usurp the leadership in
the home due to the husband’s pas-
sivity, respect for each other will begin
to wane in the relationship. Also,
when the husband or wife does not
take time to appreciate the other’s
spiritual life and be an encouragement
in this area by praying together or
reading the Scripture together or just
talking about spiritual things, listening
and encouraging each other in the

dense as a man’s. The movements of
her body differ from those of a man.
Her whole approach to life is more gen-
tle. Feminists today try to deny these
realities, but the fact that God made
women different from men still stands.

Men and women differ from each
other in their thought patterns. A
man’s thinking tends to be more linear.
At home, he may get locked into the
television, the newspaper, or fixing the
car. If his wife talks to him, he feels she
has interfered or intruded into his proj-
ect. He hopes the interruption will end.

In contrast, the wife can jump in and
out of topics. Her conversations can
be multifaceted, and she expects her
husband to be the same way. She
feels he is slighting her because she
feels he is not listening.

Actually, neither is guilty of anything.
They each need to understand that
there are differences in how they think,
see, and relate to each other and their
circumstances. Husbands and wives
need to realize that they each have a
unique personality. While opposites at-
tract, they also have the tendency to
attack at different times. The key is to
understand that their separate person-
alities, as well as the different ways of
thinking and relating that characterize
husbands and wives, can be an asset. 

Take, for instance, the husband who
has found a piece of property he thinks
is a great investment. He mentions it to
his wife, but she is reluctant because
she thinks they should wait and not buy
it. The wise husband will listen to his
wife’s suggestion, for her insight and in-
stincts may save him from future loss. 

Whenever I sensed that the Lord
might be leading us into another min-
istry, my wife and I always wanted to
be on the same page. As we waited on
the Lord, praying and talking about it,
the Lord always confirmed to us a unit-
ed decision. If we would not sense to-
gether God’s leading, we would wait
and see what God had in mind. 

Differences in thinking among the
husband and wife do not have to be a
liability in a marriage relationship.
Rather, the differences in evaluating
and seeing things can enrich the rela-
tionship as each one understands the
other and learns to appreciate the val-
ue of the other person to the marriage.
When the husband and wife under-
stand that their different qualities are to
complement and enrich their marriage
union, great joy comes into their mar-
riage and to the lives of their children.

Indeed, God’s desire is that all fami-
lies experience on earth what the God-
head enjoys in heaven. To make that
possible, God the Father has made
provisions for family members who
know the Saviour personally. They are
blessed “with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ” (Eph. 1:3). In
God’s plan, there is no inequality be-
tween husbands and wives or between
children. The challenge for believers is
to enter by faith into the blessings God
has given to each one (4:7). 

The Bible states, “There is neither
male nor female: for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). Paul did not
mean here that there are no physical
and emotional differences between
men and women in the present life;
rather, Scripture is telling us that both
men and women are spiritually on the
same level in God’s kingdom. Hus-
bands, wives, and children who have
accepted Christ as Saviour enjoy an
eternal position because they are one in
Him. They are part of God’s eternal fam-
ily as members of His worldwide church.
They bear the name “Christian,” signify-
ing that they are Christ’s. All are equal in
Christ. Husbands and wives are “heirs
together of the grace of life” (I Pet. 3:7).

Finally, all members of the family are
responsible to God for their actions
(Eph. 5:22—6:4). The husband is to
love his wife as Christ loves the church
(5:25). The wife is to submit to her hus-
band as to the Lord (vs. 22). Children
are to obey their parents “in the Lord:
for this is right” (6:1).

Parents certainly have responsibili-
ties that differ from those of children,
but each family member is to obey the
Lord first of all. God calls the family to
obedience on an impartial basis.
When each member obeys the Lord,
the joy of heaven fills that home.

ENJOY UNITY
Even though the believing husband

and wife are united equally as one in
Christ, they do have differences in their
temporal lives. This is why Peter wrote
to husbands to dwell with their wives
“according to knowledge, giving hon-
our unto the wife, as unto the weaker
vessel” (I Pet. 3:7). Peter was not min-
imizing women here but rather recog-
nized, by using the word “weaker,” that
women are more delicate than men.

God made the woman like a beauti-
ful, delicate piece of bone china. He
made the man like a sturdy crock for
heavier work. Generally speaking, a
woman’s bone structure is not as (Continued on page 52)
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AS children of the King of kings, you
and I have a royal heritage: “If

children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8:17).
What honor! Such undeserved privi-
lege presents a challenge. 

Christian women should excel in
godly character, right conduct, and
loyal commitment. Our lives should re-
flect Christ and not the false, evil im-
agery of women that is depicted on
television. 

Our popular culture often devalues
women, and sexual exploitation is
rampant. Is this because parents have
failed to give their daughters wise
counsel and discipline in modest be-
havior? 

In heathen cultures, a woman’s sta-
tus can be very low, of even less value
than a farm animal. There are ac-
counts of women being sold as slaves
to witch doctors to suffer shameful
abuse and poverty. 

Most women in America do enjoy a
lot of freedom. But many need to re-
turn to and retain high standards for
themselves. Our lives are to glorify the
Lord. 

Every woman has the same basic
needs: good nutrition, clothing, shel-
ter, compassionate and gentle care,
and physical and emotional support.
Family outings, visits with friends,
and fellowship bonds at church are
good social outlets. For spiritual
needs, the Bible nurtures the soul,
and prayer sustains. Quiet times with
our Saviour help to offset the contin-
ual clamor and super speed of the
modern age. 

Stressful tension can lead to temp-
tation. To avoid sin and shame, we
must stay alert. Our crafty foes are the
world, the flesh, and the devil. We are
in the spotlight daily, and a mixed
crowd is watching. Some are eager to
expose faults or failure. Our goal is to
“Abstain from all appearance of evil”
(I Thess. 5:22). Our conversation, con-
duct, and clothing can confirm or deny
our confession of faith. 

God’s dress code is “that women
adorn themselves in modest apparel,
with shamefacedness and sobriety;
not with braided hair, or gold, or
pearls, or costly array; but (which be-
cometh women professing godliness)
with good works” (I Tim. 2:9-10). 

Other Christian lifestyle guidelines
include: “Walk worthy of God, who
hath called you unto his kingdom and
glory” (I Thess. 2:12); “Walk in wisdom
toward them that are without, re-
deeming the time” (Col. 4:5); “Walk in
love, as Christ also hath loved us”
(Eph. 5:2). 

Today we hear much news con-
cerning “women’s rights.” A sovereign
God determines our “rights.” And
what about the debated “freedom of
choice”? All human life is sacred.

“What? know ye not that your body
is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own? For ye are
bought with a price: therefore glorify
God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God’s” (I Cor. 6:19-20).
Christian liberty is not a license to sin
but freedom to serve God. That sa-
cred purpose leaves no loopholes for
petty power struggles between
women and men. All power belongs to
our righteous, impartial Lord, who
loves everyone: “The Father sent the
Son to be the Saviour of the world”
(I John 4:14). 

In I Corinthians 11:3, we find a sim-
ple chain-of-command rule: “The
head of every man is Christ; and the
head of the woman is the man; and the
head of Christ is God.” Until modern
days, the husband usually was the
household head and chief wage earn-
er. In my family, Dad was in charge.
Later, my husband, Jim, had the final
word. To be his helpmate was my joy-
ful privilege. 

First Peter 3:7 deals a blow to femi-
ninist ideology. It refers to the wife as
the “weaker vessel,” but the husband
is to honor her and show understand-
ing. God’s lessons in humility prepare
His children for future honor. And “God
hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound the things which
are mighty” (I Cor. 1:27). Often the
Lord uses our human weakness to
show His almighty power and grace. 

Christian women are chosen by
God and coheirs with Christ—what
mercy and love! As born-again believ-
ers, our future is very bright! 

We are part of a privileged multitude
that is beyond number, of every na-
tion, race, and language (Rev. 7:9). In-
cluded are family and friends who

have been made whole by the blood of
the Lamb! This vast royal assembly
continues to grow.

I am glad that select number in-
cludes Native Americans. In the past,
God led my dear husband and me to
serve in volunteer mission work
among the Navajo and Hopi Indians in
northern Arizona. At Low Mountain, a
special Navajo widow served as our
interpreter to teach her people about
Jesus. Joyfully, she opened her hum-
ble home to host a week of Daily Va-
cation Bible School each year. A
small, hand-printed sign by the dirt
road near her house announced the
event. Family, friends, and neighbors
attended. They were eager to sing,
pray, and listen to God’s Word. This
dedicated servant, having used her
talents well, now enjoys a lovely man-
sion in heaven. 

Later, we lived at Second Mesa. Our
nearest neighbor was an elderly Hopi
grandmother who loved the Lord. In
her eighties, almost blind, and suffer-
ing from arthritis, this charming lady
did not give up. Those old-age infirmi-
ties did not prevent her from attending
chapel, the sewing services, or mis-
sion social events. Blessed with musi-
cal ability, she loved to sing with her
devoted husband favorite Christian
hymns in Hopi. I envision this couple,
in white robes and golden crowns,
sharing God’s praise with heaven’s
choir.

Dare anyone make an excuse for
failure to seek first God’s kingdom? In
the home a mission field exists, to train
our children in the Lord. My dear
mother taught me at an early age to
pray. I learned that Jesus loves me but
hates sin.

Also, the Sunday school presents
opportunities to share God’s Word.
Perhaps the church nursery needs
helpers. A “shut-in” ministry can be
very rewarding. 

May we never forget to whom we
belong, and may we never bring re-
proach on our dear Saviour’s name.
“Whatsoever ye do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God and the Father by
him” (Col. 3:17). To live for God’s glo-
ry, to be like Jesus—may this ever be
our prayer! A royal heritage
awaits! �

Our Royal Heritage
BY MARY KRISTOFF
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Word, I knew I was pleasing Him. 
In 1989, I married a wonderful Chris-

tian young lady who also had zeal for
Christian ministry. At college, she was
also active in mission work, nursing
home services, and street evangelism.
Our union has created accountability
to one another to serve God whole-
heartedly.

Following graduation, we began a
life of ministry together, along with the
four children God has given us. This
has lasted for over twenty-five years
with pastorates in Virginia, Illinois, and
Ohio. 

Some of the highlights of ministry
include three specific areas where
God has opened doors. First, much of
our ministry has been in child evan-
gelism. Sometimes, it has been diffi-
cult to get children into Sunday
school, especially with many being
shuffled from one parent’s home to the
other. However, conducting a Bible
club on a Sunday afternoon or during
the week has produced results. Incor-
porating these children into the con-
gregation has been more of a chal-
lenge. Our philosophy has been that
children should not always be in a sep-
arate room of the church; they should
be a part of the worship services. Here
they can sense the presence of God as
His people worship. 

Frequent children’s programs (Christ-
mas, Easter, and other holidays) have
brought many families to church. These
include the children singing, reciting
Bible verses or poetry, and possibly giv-
ing a dramatic presentation. It is always
scripturally based and includes a gospel
presentation. What a joy it is to see their
families come to hear and see their chil-
dren minister. Many times, attendance
has tripled, and new contacts are made.
Once, even our daughter’s public school
teacher came and brought her mother
with her!

One year, we wanted to reach more
unchurched children. I felt that the
Lord would have us inquire about rent-
ing an empty storefront for two hours,
one day a week. I called the realtor,
and he graciously allowed us to use
the room for $25.00. What a deal!
Sometimes thirty children were minis-
tered to in that room!

It always pays to invest in children.
It pays when they accept Christ. It

know Christ as
my Saviour. My
teacher remind-
ed me not to be
ashamed of Je-
sus and to do
my best to stand
for Christ. From
that point on, I
have endeav-
ored to live for
the Lord.

During my ear-
ly high school
years, I was go-
ing through a
particular strug-
gle. The tempta-
tion was to quit
following Christ
because of this
difficult trial. As I
prayed, the Lord

impressed upon me to not give up. He
wanted me to preach the gospel. Short-
ly thereafter, I surrendered all to God and
gave a public testimony of His call on my
life. The joy of full surrender and the full-
ness of the Spirit were made real to me.
God would have my all from day to day!

As a Christian teenager, I learned of
God’s Bible School and College in
nearby Cincinnati, Ohio, where I en-
rolled in the high school division. After
graduation, in the fall of 1986, I en-
tered the ministerial program majoring
in Bible and ministry. It was a joy to
study the Bible and theology and to
participate in the many ministry op-
portunities of the school. 

The college operated a number of
missions scattered throughout the
nearby poorer neighborhoods. Here I
gained practical experience in teach-
ing, preaching, and children’s ministry.
For a couple of years, I was a student
pastor of one of the missions.

The lessons I learned in Bible col-
lege were innumerable. I learned that
God hears and answers prayer to
meet spiritual, financial, and academ-
ic needs. The faculty emphasized
complete surrender to the will of God.
In fact, they taught that knowledge
must be coupled with spiritual growth.
Otherwise, knowledge alone puffs up.
Furthermore, I learned to put God first
in all things. By doing His will, I was as-
sured of victory, and by obeying His

IT was hard to send our oldest child
to Bible college, but we were proud

of her desire to serve the Lord. Some-
time during her years there, she con-
tacted us to express thankfulness for
being raised in a Christian home. She
had made many friends who did not
have the privilege of being brought up
in the ways of the Lord. Now she had
seen firsthand the benefits of a Christ-
centered home. 

Like many of my daughter’s friends,
my spiritual pilgrimage did not start in
a Christian home. It all began when my
mother felt that her children should be
attending church. As a child, she had
been taken to the house of God; but
as an adult she had strayed from
Christ. She took me to church and
soon professed faith in Christ herself.
I remember her going to her bedroom
and seeing her weeping as she knelt. I
did not understand that she was pray-
ing for her family and those were tears
of concern and joy. Though my moth-
er struggled, this left an impact upon
my young life.

I had now been introduced to
church, and my Sunday school
teacher was also faithful to show me
Christ. When I was not there, she
would visit our home, send a card, or
call to check up on me. Her influence
created in me an inner desire to know
the Lord. Finally, during one of our
church’s revival meetings I came to

My Spiritual Pilgrimage
BY JAMES O. BAKER

James O. Baker
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that righteousness comes through
faith, not works: “At last, meditating
day and night and by the mercy of
God, I . . . began to understand that
the righteousness of God is that
through which the righteous live by a
gift of God, namely by faith. . . . Here I
felt as if I were entirely born again and
had entered paradise itself through
gates that had been flung open”
(christianitytoday.com).

What joy filled Luther’s heart as he
embraced the true gospel of Scripture!
When he saw that salvation is by grace
alone through faith alone in Christ
alone, the shackles of a works-based
salvation were torn asunder. No longer
did Luther feel compelled to do righ-
teous deeds in an attempt to measure
up to the Lord’s infinite righteousness.
He saw in Romans that Christ had al-
ready attained that righteousness for
him. The early version of humanism
had made it easier for Luther to search
out these truths, and he hoped he
could compel others in the Catholic
Church to recognize the error of their
ways.

Luther’s first major steps in calling
others to genuine repentance came in
October of 1517. Luther observed that
many in Wittenburg were giving mon-
ey to Catholic Church leaders who
were selling indulgences. An indul-
gence was essentially a promise that
someone’s friend or relative would
have a shorter time in or gain immedi-
ate release from purgatory, a place
Catholic doctrine taught about as the
final purge of sin before someone
could enter heaven. It was often said,
“As soon as a coin in the coffer rings,

the soul from purgatory springs.”
Funds from the sale of these indul-

gences were said to be for the recon-
struction of St. Peter’s Basilica in
Rome, but in fact about half went to
the Archbishop of Mainz to pay the
debt he incurred in buying his position.

Luther recognized that through the
collection of indulgences, the Catholic
Church was in fact promoting a works-
based salvation that essentially played
upon people’s emotions in order to fi-
nancially benefit Catholic leadership.
So, Luther responded by writing ninety-
five theses, or statements, against the
practice of selling indulgences and
nailed them to the church door at Wit-
tenberg. While this was an act of defi-
ance, Luther did not intend it to be only
that. Nailing arguments to church doors
was nothing new. It was a common way
of initiating discussion, and Luther gen-
uinely hoped that Catholic Church lead-
ership, especially the pope, would rec-
ognize the truth of Scripture and change
what they were teaching and doing.

IMPACT
Sadly, the Catholic Church respond-

ed by declaring Martin Luther a heretic.
He was excommunicated, and he was
taken into hiding as there was fear for
his life. The church condemned him
and all who espoused a doctrine of sal-
vation by grace alone through faith
alone. Luther had opened the door,
however, and others followed, taking a
stand for a biblical definition of salva-
tion and removing themselves from the
Catholic Church. Reformers such as
Ulrich Zwingli, William Tyndale, and
John Calvin became notable in their

leadership and ability to communicate
Scripture clearly to those once held
captive to a false gospel. The move-
able-type printing press allowed wide-
spread publication of the writings of
Luther and others, and change swept
over all of Europe.

Decades later, King Henry VIII of Eng-
land declared himself separate from the
Catholic Church and head of his own
Anglican Church. Not convinced that
Henry had replaced Christ as head of
the Church, the Puritans of England re-
fused to worship according to the
crown’s standards. After suffering much
persecution, many Puritans moved to
the New World.

The gospel of Jesus Christ thus
found new emphasis in the concept of
freedom. If the truth of Jesus sets peo-
ple free (cf. John 8:32) yet false teach-
ers and governments impose unbibli-
cal beliefs on genuine believers, it thus
follows that those believers would
seek the freedom to worship the Lord
according to biblical convictions.
Such is how the fabric of the United
States of America was formed. Amer-
icans owe much of their present free-
doms to the gospel-laden convictions
of the early Puritan settlers.

The Lord did indeed work a miracle
in the life of Martin Luther. At one time
he was a Catholic monk, subject to
unbiblical doctrines; yet the Holy Spir-
it brought Scripture-filled conviction to
his heart. The results of that conviction
five hundred years ago can still be felt
today in the history and culture of both
Europe and America. May God be
praised for His saving work! �

BY GRACE ALONE THROUGH FAITH ALONE: THE TESTIMONY OF MARTIN LUTHER
(Continued from page 5)

pays when you meet them in public
and they are excited to see you.
Someone invested in me, and I sure-
ly want to reach others for the Mas-
ter. 

The second avenue of ministry has
been to the elderly. A number of the
smaller churches we have pastored
contained a large portion of older
folks. Sometimes it has been a chal-
lenge to bridge the large age gap,
but the Lord has faithful and experi-
enced workers in this older group

too. They have gone calling, driven
church vans, and ministered to
younger ones. 

For years, we have ministered in
various nursing homes, trying to en-
courage and evangelize. Our children
have sung and played their instru-
ments, which has always been a
blessing to the elderly.

Third, the Lord has opened the door
of writing for Him. It is a pleasure to
know that the Word is going further
than my local church. It is now being

published for possibly thousands to
be reached. 

In conclusion, doing the will of God
is my utmost desire. Lelia N. Morris ex-
pressed it so well in her hymn “Sweet
Will of God:”

“My stubborn will at last hath yield-
ed; / I would be Thine, and Thine
alone; /And this the prayer my lips are
bringing, /Lord, let in me Thy will be
done./Sweet will of God, still fold me
closer; / Til l  I  am wholly lost in
Thee.” �
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I am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more abun-
dantly” (John 10:10). She has learned
to trust Christ for the life He has prom-

Luther needed Katie’s encourage-
ment. He appreciated his wife and told
his friends, “I would not change my
Katie for France and Venice, because
God has given her to me, . . . and she
is true to me and a good mother to my
children” (Holland).

After twenty-one years of marriage,
Martin Luther died. Katherine wrote to
her sister that not only had she lost
her dear husband, but the whole
world had lost a great man. His influ-
ence would continue to spread as the
fires of reformation burned even
stronger.

Luther showed confidence in his
wife when he left their small estate to
her rather than to their children, as was

A GENEROUS AND FAITHFUL SERVANT OF THE LORD
(Continued from page 11)

FROM WORKS TO FAITH
(Continued from page 27)

THE FIRST PROTESTANT PREACHER’S WIFE
(Continued from page 28)

As the cancer progressed, so did her
desire to go home to be with her Lord.
She never asked “Why me?” or be-
came angry with God. She looked for-
ward to being in His presence. Toward
the end of her time here, her voice had
weakened to a whisper. Whenever she
was asked whether there was anything
she wanted, she would reply, “I just
want to go home.” At 6:13 P.M., on Oc-
tober 25, 2016, her heart’s desire was
met, and she went home to heaven.

On October 28, 2016, family, friends,
and employees attended calling hours
in the Gospel Worker Chapel at 1980
Brookpark Road, Cleveland, Ohio. A
memorial service was held the next day.
Union Gospel Press president, Mr. Row-
land, presided over the service. Miss
Todd’s sister Ethel and niece Joanne
were in attendance. The last Gospel
Worker, Mrs. Beryl C. Bidlen, was also

able to attend. Many close friends and
coworkers were there as well. 

Mr. Rowland, acting president of
Union Gospel Press, welcomed those
in attendance at the memorial service.
He remembered Miss Todd for her
generous and faithful service and said
that she was very respected, caring,
and adventurous. 

Next Miss Todd’s pastor, Steve Rut-
ledge, led in prayer and shared a poem
and some Scripture. Mr. Bob Andrews
played organ, and those in attendance
sang the hymn “How Great Thou Art”
(Boberg).

The memorial service continued with
a message from Mr. Rowland, who
spoke about how death is universal,
mysterious, permanent, and how know-
ing these things about death should
cause us to evaluate our lives. From
Scripture, Mr. Rowland challenged those

in attendance to believe, as Miss Todd
did, that death should not trouble them
when Jesus is their Saviour and Lord. 

Mr. Rowland closed his message
with the assurance of Miss Todd’s be-
ing in God’s presence. He read the
words from the song “Finally Home”
(Singer) as a way to describe what it
must be like to leave this difficult world
and enter into the heavenly kingdom
prepared for each of God’s children. Mr.
Rowland then closed the service in
prayer. Afterward, Miss Todd’s body
was laid to rest in the Gospel Worker
Society plot at Brooklyn Heights Ceme-
tery in Cleveland, Ohio. She joined
many other Gospel Workers who are
waiting for the day when saints “shall all
be changed, in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye” (I Cor. 15:51-52). Scrip-
ture tells us to “comfort one another
with these words” (I Thess. 4:18). H

ised to those who believe in Him.
Anita visits her family in India every

few months, and they accept her, but
not her faith. Her once rebellious

teenage daughter is grown and has a
family of her own. She has become a
beautiful Christian woman, wife, and
mother. �

the common practice. He knew she
was an excellent administrator who
would take care of the children.
Katherine clung to Psalm 31 for
strength after Luther’s death: “In thee,
O Lord, do I put my trust; . . . deliver
me in thy righteousness. . . . be thou
my strong rock” (vss. 1, 2).

Life after Luther’s death was not
easy for Katie and her family. War in
their area caused them to leave for a
year. When they returned, they found
the house and grounds in shambles.
She was able to borrow money from
faithful friends in order to rebuild their
house. She earned a living by taking in
boarders.

Then the Black Plague struck.

Katherine fled the area, but she was
terribly injured after a cart accident. As
she lay dying, Katie prayed for God’s
will. She attested to God’s constant
faithfulness to her and her family. She
thanked the Lord for her marriage to
Dr. Luther and the life they had known
together, serving Him joyfully. Tradition
is that her dying words were, “I will
stick to Christ as a burr to cloth”
(katieluther.org).

Katherine Luther was the first
Protestant preacher’s wife. She set a
godly heritage of growing in faith, lov-
ing her husband and family, and
reaching out to those around her who
had physical and spiritual needs. She
is a good faith example for us all. �
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IT was my junior year of high school,
and our track team was headed to a

large invitational meet. Coach Weldy
called me to the front of the bus, and
without preamble said, “I’m putting you
in the 4 x 800 relay.” Our starting runner
was sick, and I was taking his place. In
the 4 x 800 relay, four runners each run
800 meters. I was a sprinter, never hav-
ing run anything longer than 400 meters.
I was terrified. Not knowing how to pace
myself, I feared I would not be able to
finish. Before the race, I asked another
runner for advice. “Just don’t let the last
guy get in front of you,” he said.

I took my stance with the others and
leaped at the starting pistol. I was
overwhelmed by the pace. In no time
a line of runners stretched out in front
of me. I risked a peek behind and saw
one runner. By the time I reached 350
meters, my strength was gone, but I
continued, fearing Coach Weldy’s
wrath. At 700 meters, I saw our next
runner beckoning from an impossible
distance. I managed the baton ex-
change, veered into the grass, and
collapsed. I made it! I thought. 

I managed to finish my race, but in
reality I was unprepared. Successful
runners need to train to develop en-
durance. If a marathon were held to-
morrow, would an untrained person be
able to finish? Whether people realize

it or not, the road to heaven is a spiri-
tual marathon (Heb. 12:1). No one can
run in anyone else’s place, and many
are unprepared. 

Why then do most people think they
will cross the finish line of this spiritual
race to heaven? Many say, “Because
I’m a good person” or “Because my
good deeds outweigh the bad.” But
how much good is enough? While the
Bible encourages loving one’s neigh-
bor as one’s self and promotes doing
good works, these are not prescribed
ways to enter heaven. Even going to
church does not guarantee admission! 

Jesus said, “Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth
the will of my Father which is in heav-
en” (Matt. 7:21). People will come to
Him listing the things they did in His
name, and He will turn them away as
strangers, calling them those “that
work iniquity” (vs. 23). Put bluntly,
there are a lot of “good people” who
will not make it into heaven.

The book of Romans could not be
clearer on this subject. Just as ath-
letes can be declared ineligible to par-
ticipate, all people by nature are unfit
and unable to run the spiritual race. In
chapters 1 through 3, the Apostle Paul
proved all Jewish and non-Jewish
people are unrighteous. This invites

the question “Who then is righteous?”
Paul answered this in Romans 3:10,

declaring, “There is none righteous, no,
not one.” No human being—past, pres-
ent, or future – is good enough to meet
God’s standards. Paul cited a series of
Old Testament verses as proof. In vers-
es 10-12, he quoted Psalm 14:1-3, in
which God stated that he failed to find
anyone who understood and sought
Him; none do what is good. All have
turned their back on Him, becoming
corrupted. Because they are corrupted,
they are good for nothing, which Paul
summarized this way: “they are togeth-
er become unprofitable” (Rom. 3:12).

Romans 3:13-14 quotes from Psalm
5:9, 140:3, and 10:7. Rather than
spreading truth, joy, and life, human
speech produces malice, bitterness,
and death; it breeds destruction and
deception. In Romans 3:15-17, Paul
cited Isaiah 59:7-8. Although these
verses describe Israel in context, the
condition applies to all. The passage
highlights man’s violence, utter lack of
peace, and relish for injustice. 

Last, Romans 3:18 quotes Psalm
36:1: “The transgression of the wicked
saith within my heart, that there is no
fear of God before his eyes.” Fearing
God means understanding who He is
and what He deserves. Like a devoted
child who fears his or her parents, we

The Race You Cannot Win Alone
BY RICHARD W. PORTER

THE FAMILY—ORDER OR DISORDER?
(Continued from page 47)

Lord, respect will start to erode. Why?
When the focus on the physical and
temporal takes over the most impor-
tant part of the marriage, the spiritual,
trouble begins brewing if not correct-
ed quickly.

Respect begins to deteriorate as
well when husband and wife fail to ac-
cept each other the way the Lord has
made them and enjoy their diversity in
the unity God has given them. Not un-
derstanding how the other one thinks
and responds can cause arguments in
which words are spoken that should
not be said and anger is expressed
and retained. As a result, the relation-
ship can descend into an atmosphere
where the two will not talk to each oth-
er. If not dealt with soon by asking for-

giveness and talking through the chal-
lenge, respect will be lost. 

Lack of respect in all these areas, if
not dealt with in a loving and forgiving
way, as Christ has forgiven each of us,
destroys unity and peace and can
cause the husband and wife to begin
to drift apart. A relationship with an-
other person might result. This is to-
tally against God’s plan. When the uni-
ty and peace of a couple’s marriage is
disturbed, Ephesians 4:26 exhorts
that couple, “Let not the sun go down
upon your wrath.” Keep short ac-
counts with a tender and forgiving
spirit. The couple who does this will
maintain respect, even in the various
challenges of their married relation-
ship.

SERVE TOGETHER
Not only does the family that prays

together stay together, but also the
family that serves together stays to-
gether. The family is God’s team to ac-
complish His purpose of building His
eternal kingdom for His glory. As his
children grow older, the wise father
will seek out opportunities for his fam-
ily to serve together through some
church outreach to the community or
mission project. At Thanksgiving or
Christmas, ministering to a family in
need is a great way to teach each
member of the family that God’s fam-
ily is a family of order, not disorder.
May that be true in your family as you
seek to please the Lord in the power
of the Holy Spirit. �
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SOME days all I accomplish is get-
ting my kids one day older!” I

chuckled sympathetically over my
friend’s comment. Both young moms,
we spent most of our time feeding,
cleaning, and training our little ones,
as well as cheerfully supporting our
husbands.

That was a long time ago, and my
responsibilities have changed. But
whatever our stage in life, we can be
sure that in God’s eyes, even duties
we may devalue are magnificent. In
fact, the Lord guarantees eternal re-
wards for faithfulness even in the mun-
dane. Why? Because it is not the size
of the job, or the broadness of the in-
fluence, or the splendor of the com-
pleted project that is important to Him. 

Then what is it that God values, and
why does He value it?

God values small things and weak
people, because He can use them to
highlight His strength and grace. “For
who hath despised the day of small
things?” (Zech. 4:10), the Lord asked.

In Matthew 14:15-21, we read about
Jesus supplying a meal for five thou-
sand men, plus women and children.
To the alarm of His twelve disciples,
Jesus selected as His menu a boy’s
small lunch (John 6:9). His choice of a
few little morsels of food to nourish a
huge crowd reveals His delight in using
small things to call attention to His in-
finite capability. Imagine what He can
do with our small acts of obedience! 

God employs seemingly unimpor-
tant people so that no one can regard

his status and accomplishments as
the measure of his value and useful-
ness (I Cor. 1:26-31). He uses jars of
clay to house His Holy Spirit and to
carry His light to this dark world so that
it will be obvious that the power is
God’s and not our own (II Cor. 4:6-7).
God chooses to work through us when
we are weak so that it is His strength
that is on display (12:9-10).

God values godly character. Acts
9:36-42 paints a portrait of a godly
woman who sewed clothing for the
needy. Dorcas reminds us of the
women described in I Timothy 2:9-10,
who adorn themselves with good
deeds. Showing kindness reflects
godly character. How we treat others
reflects our attitude toward God Him-
self and also demonstrates the worth
He places on each individual. “He that
oppresseth the poor reproacheth his
Maker: but he that honoureth him hath
mercy on the poor” (Prov. 14:31).

God values deeds done for Him in
love. Jesus said, “For whosoever shall
give you a cup of water to drink in my
name, because ye belong to Christ,
verily I say unto you, he shall not lose
his reward” (Mark 9:41). Foretelling the
day when we see Him and He disclos-
es and rewards what we have done for
Him, Jesus said, “Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me” (Matt. 25:40). 

In Colossians 3, Paul encouraged
the same mind-set: “And whatsoever
ye do in word or deed, do all in the

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God and the Father by him. . . . And
whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to
the Lord, and not unto men; knowing
that of the Lord ye shall receive the re-
ward of the inheritance: for ye serve
the Lord Christ” (vss. 17, 23-24).

Doing whatever comes to our hand
as though doing it for Jesus Himself
brings not only eternal reward but also
present joy. As I made up beds for
guests one evening, I battled with my
attitude. I did not feel generous and
hospitable because the circum-
stances were awkward, and I felt used.
Then I thought about Matthew 25:40,
and I pictured the Lord saying to me
with delighted appreciation, “You did
that—for Me?” Though the situation
remained uncomfortable, I learned
something that night about sweeten-
ing distasteful tasks by doing them as
a gift of love for the Lord.

Nearly four hundred years ago,
George Herbert described the joy that
comes from doing all our work as unto
the Lord in his poem “The Elixir.” He
wrote, “A servant with this clause /
Makes drudgerie divine: /Who sweeps
a room, as for thy laws, /Makes that
and th’ action fine” (www.ccel
.org/h/herbert/temple/Elixir.html).
Cleaning—or doing any menial task—
as a love gift for Christ beautifies not
only the object but also the work itself. 

For most of us, opportunities to
make a vast public impact for God are
rare. Much more common are the day-
by-day incidents that reveal His love to

Magnificence in the Mundane
BY MARJORIE GOERTZEN

fear God when we love and respect
Him. But man’s sinful condition pre-
vents him from doing this. 

Having finished laying out his evi-
dence, Paul concluded his argument in
Romans 3:19-20, declaring all humans,
without exception, guilty; no one is jus-
tified. Mankind’s attempts to be good
fall far short of God’s standards (vs. 23). 

Left in their own strength, humans are
not only disqualified from the spiritual
race but also have no desire to enter it.
In Romans 8:6-7, Paul wrote that hu-
man nature focuses solely on doing sin-
ful things and is unable to please God.
Furthermore, in I Corinthians 2:10-14,
he wrote that without the gift of the Holy
Spirit, humans are naturally unable to
understand spiritual matters. Even Je-

sus said people cannot draw close to
God without His enabling (John 6:44).

This lack of desire to pursue God, this
focus on fulfilling sinful desires, and this
inability to understand Him all result from
being spiritually dead. Writing to the Eph-
esians, Paul said, “And you hath he
quickened, who were dead in trespasses
and sins; wherein in time past ye walked
according to the course of this world, ac-
cording to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit that now worketh in the chil-
dren of disobedience: among whom also
we all had our conversation in times past
in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the de-
sires of the flesh and of the mind; and
were by nature the children of wrath, even
as others” (Eph. 2:1-3).

Humans innately are dead to all spir-

itual matters and deserve God’s judg-
ment, a condition resulting from
Adam’s original sin (Rom. 5:12). Only
those He has quickened—brought to
spiritual life—can join the race. What if
certain unsaved individuals felt an al-
truistic desire to join? They could not
because they are dead! Just as a dead
body cannot run a race, a spiritually
dead person cannot either.

Paul’s declaration in Romans 3:10
allows no room for argument. The race
is only for those who have placed their
faith in Jesus as Lord and Saviour.
Only then are people made alive spir-
itually and given the strength to join
the race to heaven. As Jesus told His
disciples, “Without me ye can do noth-
ing” (John 15:5). �
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THE church can be puzzling to
many. Some people might think

their town has too many churches and
are curious about why there are so
many different types with so many dif-
ferent names. Christians wonder
which church is best for their family.
They have to find a church where all is
peace and love. They just want to live
and worship God the best they can.

Here is a word of caution: do not look
for a perfect church. A famous preach-
er, Harry Ironside, reportedly respond-
ed to a person looking for a perfect
church, “You may find one, but when
you join it, it will no longer be perfect.”
We may not dare give such a response,
but we should take a risk and talk
about God’s plan for the church.

THE CHURCH IS ONE
Jesus, in a very special and person-

al prayer, asked His Father that those
who believe in Him would be one:
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me
through their word; that they all may
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and
I in thee, that they also may be one in
us: that the world may believe that
thou hast sent me. And the glory which
thou gavest me I have given them; that
they may be one, even as we are one”
(John 17:20-22).

What did Jesus mean by “one”? Did
the Father answer Jesus’ prayer?

Yes, God answered the prayer. Be-
lievers in the body of Christ are one.
Just as we enter into union with Christ
through salvation, so we obtain “one-
ness” in the church. This means God
has provided the unity in Christ. So,
what is our responsibility in the church?
We must work hard to maintain the uni-

ty God has already provided.
Paul wrote in Ephesians 4:1-3, “I

therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, be-
seech you that ye walk worthy of the
vocation wherewith ye are called, with
all lowliness and meekness, with long-
suffering, forbearing one another in
love; endeavoring to keep the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.” The
text continues with the seven unities of
the church: one body, one Spirit, one
hope, one Lord, one faith, one bap-
tism, and one God and Father of all.
God has provided these, and believers
must endeavor to give diligence to
preserving that oneness.

Then notice Ephesians 4:13: “Till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ.” We
could illustrate this in this manner. Car-
ing friends and donors provide a
brand-new house for a needy family.
Whose responsibility is it to keep the
house in good working order so it will
enhance the neighborhood rather than
becoming a blight on it? The ones who
live there must work hard to maintain
the property.

We often wonder why some people
have to have everything just perfect
when they remodel and decorate a
room, but then they do not seem to
see the need to keep it clean and or-
derly. The two go together. If we have
a nice place, we should do the work to
keep it nice.

The same is true in the church. God
has given us everything we need to
keep the church in good order. It is our
responsibility as God’s people to
maintain that order. We cannot do that
if we complain, hold on to bitterness,

and separate ourselves from one an-
other. Peter wrote, “And above all
things have fervent charity among
yourselves: for charity shall cover the
multitude of sins” (I Pet. 4:8).

HAPPY FAMILIES
David, the amazing psalmist, wrote,

“Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in
unity” (Ps. 133:1). From his personal
experience, he knew the heartbreak of
disunity. He had a wife who taunted
and deserted him, friends who perse-
cuted him, children who hated one an-
other, and a son who wished him dead.

The tabernacle and its leaders be-
came bastions of peace and hope for
the king. It seems that he desired to
spend all his time there. The anointing
oil that flowed down the garments of
the high priest exemplified the spiritu-
al reality of peace with God (Ps. 133:2).
The beauty of the majestic mountain
on a cold winter morning demonstrat-
ed the blessing of unity in God’s for-
ever family (vs. 3).

Our families, be they at home or
church, may enjoy the same measure
of unity. As we love one another and
care for others by not seeking our own
way, we will come to the mature level
of Christlikeness. God exhorts us
through Paul’s writing, “Let this mind
be in you, which was also in Christ Je-
sus” (Phil. 2:5).

MANY MEMBERS, ONE BODY
Just as human families have father,

mother, children, grandparents, and
in-laws, church families are composed
of many unique people with dozens of
different roles. In order for the church
to maintain a good testimony before a

Unity in the Church
BY DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.

just a few, possibly only to our family or
occasionally to strangers. Cleaning the
toilet, wiping a child’s nose, calling a
lonely widow, helping navigate some-
one else’s grocery cart through a
snowy parking lot, and giving your hus-
band a cheerful smile when he gets
home from work—all are small but mo-
mentous occasions to serve God. He
treasures what we do out of love for
Him, whether anyone else notices or
not. He keeps track of every cup of wa-
ter we give because we love Him.

Phillips Brooks wrote, “Duty makes

us do things well, but love makes us
do them beautiful ly” (www
.dai lyquote.eu/phi l l ips_brooks).
Maybe that quote brings to mind ex-
quisitely arranged flowers or a tasty
meal attractively presented. However,
even a diaper change is a beautiful ex-
pression of love, especially when ac-
companied by affectionate eye con-
tact and a song. 

God values faithfulness and perse-
verance. In Matthew 25, Jesus told a
story about servants who had consci-
entiously looked after the responsibili-

ties given to them. The Master re-
sponded to each of them, “Well done,
thou good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things: enter
thou into the joy of thy lord” (vs. 21; cf.
vs. 23). With this in mind, “let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9).

Small behind-the-scenes tasks, lit-
tle acts of kindness faithfully done in
the strength of the Lord as a love gift
for Him—these are magnificent to
God. �
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WHEN I think of my favorite verses
of thanksgiving to God, I auto-

matically go to the places in my life
where He delivered me. I am quickly
reminded of the battles He has won on
my behalf. I think of how He led me to
prayer and Scriptures during these
times of trouble. I am in awe of His un-
failing love for me, and I am over-
whelmed with gratitude. 

I realize how incompetent I am and
how I could never repay him for the
wondrous works He has done in my life.
The Word of God, the Bible, is so alive
and relevant to each situation to which
it is applied. In new situations God
sometimes leads me to familiar Scrip-
tures for which I see new applications.

I have many favorite verses of
thanksgiving to God, including Psalm
18:3, Psalm 121:1, Psalm 27, and
Psalm 91. But I would like to share two
specific passages, along with a short
explanation of why they are favorites.

DELIVERANCE FROM MY
PERSONAL EGYPT 
Exodus 14:13-14: “And Moses said

unto the people, Fear ye not, stand
still, and see the salvation of the Lord,
which he will shew to you to day: for
the Egyptians whom ye have seen to
day, ye shall see them again no more
for ever. The Lord shall fight for you,
and ye shall hold your peace.”

I loved my job. I had created a niche
for myself. It was a position that ex-
posed me to life-changing knowledge
and concepts. I met the most wonder-
ful and powerful people. Management
believed in investing in their employees.

One day that all changed. The job
and work environment was trans-
formed beyond recognition to one
filled with stress and hardship, intro-
duced by new leadership. 

It became such a trial to go to work
that I often compared my days to that
of the Hebrews who made bricks under
the Egyptian rule. Fewer people were
doing the work that twice as many pre-

viously had done, while some, me in-
cluded, took significant pay cuts. We
were forced to reapply for our jobs.

Many nights, in order to get any rest
or sleep, I had to lie across my ot-
toman and pray with a pillow under my
knees. I constantly cried out to God for
deliverance or relief from my situation.

One Sunday, my pastor preached a
message using Exodus 14:13-14, and
God began speaking to me personal-
ly. I did an extensive study of this pas-
sage, and those words came alive in
my soul. 

Imagine the thought that I would see
“the Egyptians,” my current leadership,
no more. Can you imagine how I felt
when I read and understood the princi-
ple that the Lord would fight for me?

But the harps in my head stopped
playing, and my exultations came to a
screeching halt when I read, “Hold
your peace.”

I went into work the next day, ex-
pecting to see my enemies slain on the
floor, or at least packing their desks and
running out. None of that happened. 

Instead of things getting better, the
next three years were the worst I had
ever experienced. At the end of those
three years, when I returned from a va-
cation, God awoke me to prayer early.
On the drive to work, a song inspired
me, assuring me that God was with
me.

This was the day I crossed my per-
sonal Red Sea. My employers called
me into a conference room to let me
know that my job was being eliminat-
ed due to budget issues. This made
me eligible for early retirement. I re-
tired with a pension and lifetime health
care for my family.

I learned in a deeper way that God’s
work often comes through a process.
We may not always understand the
workings or be given all the details
about the process, and we might have
to endure it as good soldiers and trust
God completely. When His process is
completed, however, it accomplishes

in our lives and in our character that
which God intended. We grow in grat-
itude to Him, mature as Christians,
and become witnesses of His power.

WALKING BEFORE GOD ON
SOLID GROUND
Psalm 37:23-25: “The steps of a

good man are ordered by the Lord: and
he delighteth in his way. Though he fall,
he shall not be utterly cast down: for
the Lord upholdeth him with his hand.
I have been young, and now am old;
yet have I not seen the righteous for-
saken, nor his seed begging bread.”

Just as the children of Israel found
themselves in unfamiliar territory after
crossing the Red Sea, I too, after my
deliverance, found myself in a place
for which I felt unprepared. I was de-
livered but unsure.

After a period of rest, I discovered
there was a bigger plan for my life,
greater than the miraculous deliver-
ance I had just experienced.

God had a distinct plan and course
for the next phase of my life, and it was
about to begin. After some major trials,
including the deaths of my husband
and my father and serious personal
health issues, the Lord gave me these
verses to help me along the way. 

I continuously seek His plan for my
life through prayer and His Word.
Whenever I am on the right track, I get
another set of verses to guide me to
the next phase. 

I am so thankful to God for Psalm
37:23-25 because it gives me great
comfort and peace to know that not
only will God watch over me and guide
me throughout my entire life, but He
will also extend His mercy and cover-
ing to my children.

LIVING IN THE SEA OF
THANKFULNESS

There are not enough pages to con-
tain the Scriptures and feelings of
thankfulness that I have shared with

My Favorite Verses of Thanksgiving to God
BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS

watching world, unique personalities
must function together in many God-
ordained roles. The church in Corinth
suffered from horrible disunity. First
Corinthians 12, a great chapter on
spiritual gifts, describes the impor-
tance of each individual doing his or

her part in the body of believers.
After reminding us that our human

bodies have many parts and each one
has a special place and honor, God in-
spired Paul to write, “That there should
be no schism in the body, but that the
members should have the same care

one for another” (I Cor. 12:25).
The work of the Holy Spirit guides

believers to say “Jesus is Lord.” As we
submit to His lordship in everything,
we will enjoy the warmth of loving uni-
ty in the family of God (cf. I Cor. 12:26-
31). �
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OVER a century ago, in 1912, in Al-
toona, Pennsylvania, a baby boy

was born to Russian-immigrant, Or-
thodox Jewish parents. 

Five years later, barely half a year
before the Bolshevik Revolution, on
the other side of the globe in Belarus,
a baby girl was born to Orthodox Jew-
ish parents. 

In 1919, the young Belarusian family
fled their country, running at night and
hiding by day, traveling hundreds of
miles until reaching Poland. With the ul-
timate goal of reaching the United
States of America, it was not long be-
fore a second leg of their journey took
them to Havana, Cuba. Havana was a
prime location to pursue the immigra-
tion process into America, and ulti-
mately this growing family entered their
chosen country through Miami, Florida. 

The two infants grew to be adults
and became husband and wife. They
grew also to be rebels against the Or-
thodox Judaism in which they both
were raised.

Their rebellion was, perhaps, not
unusual. Neither was his upbringing in
Detroit, Michigan, where many Rus-
sian immigrants settled, nor his being
drafted and assigned to the Army Air
Corps in March of 1942, where he
served as base librarian. 

Service in the mil itary is what
brought the young couple to Chico,
California, where twins, a girl and boy,
were added to their family. Also added
to the lives of this rebellious Jewish
couple was a resumed dabbling in Ju-
daism. 

They did not have a rabbi. There
was no synagogue. They met with oth-
ers in an informal group, but they ob-
served annual feast days in rented ho-
tel space. They did not engage the
precise observation of their families’
previous generations, however.

They also did not observe interest-
ing practices that they had in earlier
times, such as Grandma hiring a
neighbor Gentile boy for five cents to

come and light the warming fire in the
house and turn on its lights every Sat-
urday morning. 

When the twins were thirteen, the
parents went their separate ways. This
was particularly devastating to the
boy, Gary, who became at once im-
placably resistant to divorce. 

Thankfully, however, Gary ultimately
was not so resistant to the wooing of
the Holy Spirit. The neighbors, includ-
ing their son, Steve, who was Gary’s
childhood friend, constantly were wit-
nessing to him about Jesus Christ. 

At one point, Gary had become tired
of hearing about it! He told them he
wanted to hear nothing more about Je-
sus or the eternal damnation of hell.
Steve and his parents saw Gary as spir-
itually hopeless, and for a time there
was no communication between them. 

One day, however, shortly before his
eighteenth birthday, a bored Gary, with
nothing else to do and sensing the
prospect of meeting girls, accepted an
invitation to a youth meeting. The
evening had to end early for Gary as
he had to be at work the following
morning, but it would pass some time. 

At 9:00 P.M., Gary went out and
climbed into the middle seat of his
friend Steve’s pickup truck. Steve
came out and took his place behind
the wheel of his blue, 1956 Chevrolet
truck to give Gary a ride home—but
not before asking the people left be-
hind at the youth meeting to pray that
Gary would be saved. With another
pal, Denny, sitting on the passenger
side, the boys made their way back
home. Then, in the driveway, Gary
blurted out that he wanted to be
saved. 

Not only was Gary not hopeless, but
now he was also saved and wanted to
share the good news. He went into his
friend’s house and testified to Steve’s
dad that he had trusted Christ as his
Saviour. Steve’s family had been pray-
ing to this end for four years. 

However, for three months, Gary

kept his new relationship with Jesus
Christ a secret from his own family. He
thought that it would not go over well
with his mother. He would call his
mother from his fastfood job and ex-
plain to her that the store was busy
and he would have to work later than
planned. Oddly enough, this hap-
pened only on Sunday and Wednes-
day nights. He actually was going to
church services. 

As is always the case, Gary’s deceit
was found out when a well-meaning
neighbor and member at the church
Gary was attending shopped at Gary’s
mother’s jewelry store. Mrs. Moore,
thinking it a compliment, exclaimed
how much the people at the church
were enjoying Gary’s fel lowship
amongst them. This news created a
problem between Gary and his moth-
er.

In irate tones, she called Gary to in-
form him that his ruse no longer was a
secret and that he must come home
immediately to collect his things and
get them out of her house. Had she
still been Orthodox, her demonstra-
tion of anger toward him would have
been more severe, with a genuine cas-
ket and a piece of dirt to serve as a
gravesite for her living but forsaken
son. 

Removing Gary from the house was
just the beginning of her tantrum. In
the month of his eighteenth birthday,
he received from her a letter vindic-
tively describing his “Holy Roller” Bap-
tist practices, his disobedient, sneaky,
unappreciative ways, and his lie. He
no longer was her son. They would not
see each other or speak to each other
as long as either of them lived. He was
disinherited. 

Gary sensed the truth of the first
Bible verse he read after his salvation,
“When my father and my mother for-
sake me, then the Lord will take me
up” (Ps. 27:10). Gary neither recanted
his faith nor pursued the study of Ju-
daism from its roots to appease his

Chosen to Be God’s Child
BY SUSAN WYMER

God over the past thirty years. 
I am ashamed to admit that God

had to draw my attention to certain
Scriptures to deliver me and then
teach me how to properly respond
with praise and thanksgiving. One
thing I have learned for certain is that

He will continue to be with me as I trav-
el through my personal journey, and I
will forever be thankful to Him. The
journey has been amazing. 

One of the gifts from God has been
the opportunity to write and share with
others my stories of His deliverance and

power. It is a permanent reminder that I
have so much for which to be thankful.

Catalogue your own favorite Scrip-
tures and the events associated with
them. Join me in giving thanks to a de-
serving God. What a great way to
show gratitude! �
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more trips “around Jericho.” Allow
each child a turn at leading the group,
if possible. 

As they march around the room, des-
ignate one child to count the days of
marching. Explain why the walls fell.
Propose questions about the reason Is-
rael conquered Jericho. Is there some-
thing special about marching every day
that makes walls fall down? Did the ark
of the covenant give the people special
powers? Did the walls fall because the
priests led the soldiers marching
around the city? Or was it God’s pow-
er that made the walls fall down? 

Guide the children’s conversation so
that you attribute all the glory to God for
this miracle. While the action of march-
ing around the room keeps their bodies
moving, it is important to continue to re-
view the lesson and underscore the
main points: Joshua and the Israelites
obeyed, and God blessed their obedi-
ence with victory over the city of Jericho. 

As the children wind down from their
marching, direct them to the table,
where they can act out the story using
the props you used during the lesson.
Have some children set up the city of
Jericho, while others march the army
men around as the people of Israel. 

Count the trips around the wall as you
review the story. On the final trip around,
let one child toot the horn and have the
children knock over the block walls.

As they become more familiar with
the account, quiz them on the details
of the story, such as whether the peo-
ple of Israel were allowed to talk while
marching (no) and who and what led
the marching soldiers (the priests and
the ark of the covenant). 

While the children play with the
props, apply the lesson to their lives.
Ask them how they can obey. They
might offer suggestions such as
cleaning their bedrooms. Ask them
how God blesses them for obeying,
such as pleasing their parents, enjoy-
ing a tidy bedroom, and knowing
where all their toys are. Encourage
them to always obey God. �

must have appeared to the people of Is-
rael. Illustrate this by setting up small
plastic army men on a table in front of
the students while you are speaking.
Stack up the children’s play blocks to
form a wall so high that it looks impos-
ing to the size of the army men. Position
a few men on a box inside the block wall
to show how the soldiers of Jericho
could stay well-protected behind its
walls. That is an ideal way to defend a
city, from behind high walls.

Tell the students that the Israelites
obeyed God. They marched around
the city one time each day for six days.
Then read Joshua 6:15-16. 

Explain how the walls fell down be-
cause the people of Israel obeyed God.

As you review the lesson, instruct the
students to rise and “march” around the
room with you in the center. In a whisper,
remind them that they, like the children
of Israel, must march in silence. 

In a normal speaking voice, contin-
ue reviewing the story as the students
march, explaining the significance of
the having the ark of the covenant car-
ried in front to represent God’s leader-
ship of His people and why only
priests could carry it. If you have
enough children, designate seven
“priests” to lead the group, carrying
the box to represent the ark.

If you will not disturb others in near-
by classrooms, a toy trumpet makes a
fun prop for one of the “priests” to toot
as they all march around the room.

Announce “day one,” “day two,” and
so on each time the children make a full
circuit of the room. As they begin the
“seventh day,” remind them that they
must march around seven times. After
the seventh trip around the room, they
are to shout and blow the trumpet
(again, as long as you do not disturb
others). When they do this, you act the
part of a Jericho soldier. Pantomime
the walls falling down all around you
and you losing the battle to Joshua.

I have found that children very much
enjoy the marching and want to keep
doing so. Time permitting, take a few

MOST children feel they are the un-
derdog when it comes to size.

Grown-ups are big. Chairs are big.
Everything is sized to make them feel
pint-sized in a gallon-sized world. It is
easy for children to identify with the un-
derdogs of the Bible. Joshua offers no
exception. When he and the people of
Israel faced the impressive walls of
Jericho, it appeared impossible to con-
quer the city. Only their obedience to
God’s instructions to march around the
city caused Jericho’s walls to fall. 

Thoroughly read and reread Joshua
6:1-24 to learn all the details of the sto-
ry before instructing the children. As you
prepare to teach this lesson, pray that
God helps you understand their spiritu-
al needs. Many struggle with obedience
in a world where ignoring rules is cool
and rebellion is rewarded. The account
of Joshua and the battle of Jericho il-
lustrates God’s blessing on obedience. 

To teach this lesson, you will need
twelve to twenty-four plastic army men,
a set of children’s blocks, a small-sized
box (about the size of a cracker box), a
medium-sized cardboard box (either
plain or decorated to look like the ark of
the covenant with gold-colored paper),
and an optional toy trumpet. 

Give the children the background on
how the Israelites were finally allowed to
enter the Promised Land after wander-
ing in the wilderness for forty years. They
had crossed the Jordan River and now
faced the first city God wanted them to
conquer: Jericho. Read Joshua 6:2-5 to
give the basics of the story. 

Note that this sounds like a very
strange way to fight a battle—not with
bows and arrows or spears, but by
marching! 

Ask the children if marching around
sounds like the right way to make walls
fall down. Of course not. Using a bat-
tering ram to hit the city gates would
make more sense, but because God
commanded the people to march,
Joshua and the people obeyed Him.

When teaching this lesson, empha-
size how large and intimidating the walls

Teaching Joshua’s Jericho Battle
BY DEBORAH J. SERGEANT

mother. He went to Bible college, to
seminary, planted a Baptist church,
and pastored it for thirty-seven years. 

Gary’s father came to saving faith in
Jesus Christ in 1968. His mother died
suddenly of a brain aneurysm in 1998,

but after her passing there was found
on her office desk a Bible open to
John’s Gospel. Verses about salvation
had been underlined. 

A degree of reconciliation was
achieved between mother and son.

Only eternity will reveal reconciliation
achieved between mother and God
the Father through faith in His Son.
Certainly God is faithful to fill the long-
ings of those hearts that belong to Him
through faith. �
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CHOOSING a book or books that
have influenced me in my Chris-

tian life was an interesting assign-
ment. One that I remembered from
my elementary school days and just
read again recently was Castaway
Kid, by Rob Mitchell. The book was
published by Tyndale House Publish-
ers.

Rob’s story is one of heartbreak,
confusion, and struggling with want-
ing love and a family, yet not knowing
how to even have love or return love.
He was dropped off at an orphanage
by his mentally ill mother in Illinois at
age three and stayed there for the next
fourteen years of his life. He had a
grandma who would come visit him
occasionally, but no one, including
her, ever wanted to adopt him.
Through the course of his story, how-
ever, Rob finds faith in God, the love of
true friends, and the love of a godly
woman named Susan, who ultimately
gives him the thing he longs for the
most—to be home.

Rob longed for love and a place to
call his home but was unsure of how
to get there. Eventually he found the
Lord and was led by God to mission-
ary work in Africa and an across-the-
country mission to spread God’s love.
He found love in and married the most
beautiful female he had ever seen. Su-
san accepted him as he was and was
awestruck at how his upbringing had
shaped him into the God-fearing man
he had become.

When I was first introduced to this
book, I was about ten years old and in
the fourth grade. At that time, I was not
keen on reading, but I gave the book a
try, mainly because my teacher forced
us to read it. 

When I read the first couple pages,
I was interested. I wanted to see how
the book ended, so I read it quickly. It
captivated me that someone with a
troubled, maladjusted, even rage-
filled upbringing could come to know
Christ as Lord and Saviour.

When I first read the book, I was in
a Christian school. I knew Jesus as my
Lord and Saviour. My parents raised
me to develop a personal relationship
with Him throughout my life. 

It had been a long time since read-

ing it, but I remembered enjoying it, so
I knew I had to read it again in order to
refresh my memory.

Once again, I was captivated by
the book and excited about what
was happening to Rob on every
page. I really wanted to get to the
parts where God grabbed Rob’s
heart ,  and anything about God
struck me in a new place in my heart.
The way that God pursued Rob
pulled at me. I was awestruck at the
way God spoke to Rob throughout
the story.

In chapter 18, t i t led “Are You
Real?” Rob started to reach out to try
to know God. As he was reading the
Bible, he noticed passages that said
Jesus got hungry, thirsty, tired, and
even got his feet dirty. When Rob
found passages telling him that Je-
sus was betrayed by His followers,
he could relate to that, having been
turned away by his own parents and
having no one in his family to adopt
him. When Rob found that Jesus
said He was God, it “knocked his
socks off.” As I read, it dawned on
me that Jesus is, always was, and al-
ways will be God. It also dawned on
me that Jesus became just like every
one of us in order to save us. He
dealt with the same emotions that
we have. I know I can and will learn
from Jesus, to be like Him on a daily
basis.

The way Rob wrestled with talking
to God and even resorted to arguing
with him, yelling to Him and at Him,
during hard times—I could totally re-
late to that. I definitely understand not
knowing what to do in certain situa-
tions, being exasperated and yelling to
God or at God, asking, or, as in Rob’s
case, screaming, “What does this sit-
uation mean?” or “Why do You let bad
things happen in life?” or even, “What
are You doing, God? What are you try-
ing to teach me?” This book helped
me realize that many other people
have these same questions in life
about whether God is really there for
us or not, especially when hard situa-
tions come up. 

Many times in life there are situa-
tions where we just do not know what
to do, and this book and author re-

minded me that instead of fearing life
and its uncertainties, we have to be-
lieve in God and His timing. I was
born three months premature, had a
stroke at birth, and the doctors said
I would not live to reach my first birth-
day. The doctors also said I would be
blind and both mentally and physi-
cal ly handicapped. My parents
thought that I would surely be called
home to heaven, but God had differ-
ent plans. My family held vigil over
my incubator twenty-four hours a
day. God blessed me and made me
strong enough to breathe on my own.
I got to go home two months after I
was born. 

I have overcome many obstacles in
my life and continue to be blessed by
God in overcoming obstacles that
made me very fearful. God is still
working with me on all my fears.

The book also pointed out that Rob
has had trouble trusting people. I can
relate to that as well because I have
trouble with trusting people because
of being let down by people in my life.
It was great to read through the book
to see how Rob overcame his trust is-
sues with regard to both people and
God. It reminded me that no matter
who has hurt me or will hurt me in my
life, God is always there for me and will
never give me anything I cannot han-
dle. 

The way God seemed to speak so
clearly to Rob, when asking Him who
he needed to forgive in his life, real-
ly had me on the edge of my seat.
Rob had a very angry response re-
garding his family. I could not blame
him for being angry with God for
even bringing that question into his
heart and mind. That question is very
hard for me to swallow sometimes
too. But I find that constantly re-
membering the good times with peo-
ple in my life sometimes makes it
easier to forgive those who have
wronged me. 

I long to have the type of conver-
sation with God that so clearly feels
like He is right next to me, wrapping
His arms around me. Reading about
how God spoke to Rob made it even
clearer to me that He can do anything
and speak to anybody no matter what

A Book that Has Influenced
My Christian Life

BY ALEXIS WOHLER
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when Rob asked who and what he
could call home. God answered Rob
with, “Call Me Father, Rob. Call Me
home.”

The fact that he eventually got what
he longed for—a home and a loving
family—reminds me that no matter
what happens, God always has a plan
for my life, and He will continue to
bless me to be His witness, whether it
is through my writing or singing at

that I have to be still and know that He
is God; through it all He is sovereign,
and through every circumstance, He is
in control. 

This book made me want to contin-
ue doing the Lord’s work through writ-
ing my own autobiography, on which
I have already started to work. I hope
to inspire people to live for Christ with
my story of trials I have overcome
through faith, much like Rob did. It
was humbling reading his
book and seeing how he over-
came so many challenges of
fear, loneliness, rejection, and
hurt. It was inspiring to see
how his walk with God and his
eye-opening experiences led
him to know and walk with
God and eventually led him
to write Castaway Kid.

God is awesome! Reading
this book for a second time
opened my eyes again to
who God really is. He is a
God who cares for even the
lowest of the low. Through
this story, God has opened
my eyes again to His mercy,
grace, and love.

I loved reading about the
many people in Rob’s life,
including Grandma Gigi,
who came to visit him,
even if she had to take
drastic measures to get to
him. My grandma is the
kind of loving and caring
woman who reminds me
that life is too short to be
miserable. Nola, the
woman who cared for
Rob when he was little
and up until he was old
enough to be on his own,
continued to pray for
him, much the way my
family always prays for
me.

I have been deeply impressed by
the fact that even through his harsh
upbringing, Rob was able to change
and impact the lives of so many peo-
ple, not just through writing his story,
but also through becoming a worship
leader and youth leader and going on
mission work across the country and
the world. 

Not many people with Rob’s up-
bringing soar to those levels. Only
God could have orchestrated the mir-
acle of Rob’s coming to know Christ.
Only He could have spoken to him
that calmly, bluntly, and sincerely

circumstances they face in life. I have
had the feeling of His presence bring
me to tears more than once in my life.
I have also felt that amazing sense of
calm as I watch the sunset while
standing outside after a long day. I
was moved to tears again after read-
ing this book and allowing God’s
presence to overcome me as I
soaked in the sights and sounds of
nature. 
Castaway Kid taught me that my

faith needs continual strengthening. I
have so much for which to be grateful.
The book opened my eyes to the fact
that I did not come from a family like
Rob’s, and even though I face hard-
ships, I realized yet again that if God
could work through Rob Mitchell, He
can most certainly work through me. It
brought light to the fact that I must not
take anything or anyone in my life for
granted. 

I cannot even imagine being three
years old and being cast aside by my
own mother, as if I were nothing, be-
ing placed in an orphanage and hav-
ing no one to trust, no one to really
love me, and no one willing to take me
in. I know how blessed I am to have
the family I have. God gave me my
loving, Christian family and a Chris-
tian home, a Christian education, and
the ability to sing His praises at
church as a worship leader for His
glory only. This book reminded me
that I am not of this world—I am His.
No matter what happens, I am held in
His arms and saved by His grace and
love. 
Castaway Kid also reminded me

that so many struggle with the fear of
failure and of not being good enough
to accomplish certain things in life.
Reading about Rob and his longing
to fit in is another area that I can re-
late to. Like Rob, I longed to have
friends and fit in with them in school
and outside of school, which brings
me back to what I said earlier: I have
a hard time fully trusting people. I
tend to not want to get too close to
them for fear they will leave me in the
dust with no word as to why or what
happened. 

Much like the way Rob questioned
why his parents left him and no one
wanted to adopt him, I too find myself
always asking why people leave my
life. God may be guarding my heart
from these answers, or maybe I still
have yet to figure them out. But over
the years, I have come to learn, and
am still learning through experience,

church. This book inspired me and
humbled me in many ways. It taught
me to continue to trust in Him and to
work hard for Him in my life. With God
at my side, and my family in my cor-
ner, I will get to where He wants me to
be, both in my career and my person-
al life—just like Rob did. �

Some content taken from Castaway Kid by 
R. B. Mitchell. Copyright © 2007. Used by

permission of Focus on the Family.
All rights reserved. Represented by Tyndale

House Publishers, Inc.
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WHAT is teaching? Teaching the
Bible moves God’s people from

being hearers of His Word to doers.
That is because spiritual growth tar-
gets the heart, the locus of thinking,
feeling, and willing. It is also the seat
of certain and lasting change. What is
more, although God uses human
agents to teach His Word, only the
Holy Spirit, God’s heart agent, can il-
lumine the mind. God is the true spiri-
tual heart surgeon. At best, teachers
are His surgical instruments in the del-
icate process of spiritual growth.

What role does the heart play in
God’s instruction? We can understand
the heart’s role in spiritual growth by
asking a series of questions: Where
does spiritual growth begin? How
does the growth process work? What
motivates us to grow spiritually? What
is the role of the teacher?

WHERE DOES SPIRITUAL
GROWTH BEGIN? 

To answer this basic question, we
must understand sin, the heart, and
spiritual growth.
Sin is a core issue. Man’s greatest

challenge to learning about God, as
well as how to lead the Christian life, is
that the human heart is desperately
wicked (Jer. 17:9). That is because the
heart of one who rejects God is spiri-
tually dead (Eph. 2:1-2). People need
God’s saving grace before they can
grow spiritually.
Growth starts in the heart. This is

true for the Old Testament believer as
well as the Christian—growth starts in
the heart. Proverbs says, “Apply thine
heart unto instruction, and thine ears
to the words of knowledge” (23:12). A
literal rendering of the clause “apply
thine heart unto instruction” is “bring
your heart.” Students and their in-
structors must bring their hearts to
study God’s Word. 
Spiritual growth consists of becom-

ing more like Christ in personal holi-
ness.Shepherds lead their sheep away
from danger, as well as toward green-
er pastures and water sources. Teach-
ers must treat their students of Scrip-
ture similarly. But this raises a question
for all Bible teachers. How do we move
God’s people from being hearers of the

Word to becoming doers? The term
“doers,” as this study defines it, refers
to those who grow in godly character
as well as in Christlike behavior.

HOW DOES THE GROWTH
PROCESS WORK?

Spiritual growth moves the learner
from passive listening to active partic-
ipation. Understanding the relation-
ship between the autonomy of God’s
revelation and the dependency of stu-
dent interests and motives is crucial
for comprehending growth. 
God’s revelation is autonomous, or

self-standing. Although God uses hu-
man teachers, Scripture provides its
own agency. God’s message moves
and speaks on its own initiative and is
effective. In a word, it is sufficient. Re-
garding the vision the Prophet
Habakkuk wrote down, God said,
“Though it tarry, wait for it; because it
will surely come, it will not tarry” (Hab.
2:2-3). The reader should note in par-
ticular the words, “it will not tarry,”
meaning it will not fail. This clause un-
derscores Scripture’s effectiveness
with no reference to a human agent.

God’s Word will not return to Him
void (Isa. 55:11). Luke captures the
self-mobilized life of the Word: “So
mightily grew the word of God and
prevailed” (Acts 19:20). Scripture tells

us that the gospel also moves on its
own. Paul talked about “the gospel;
which is come unto you” (Col. 1:5-6),
and stated, “For our gospel came not
unto you in word only, but also in pow-
er” (I Thess. 1:5). 

Finally, Paul’s admonition to Timothy
was to embrace “the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation” (II Tim. 3:15). All these pas-
sages and many others apply the im-
agery of traveling and speaking to the
effectiveness of God’s revelation. No
human agent is mentioned. The Holy
Spirit, God’s appointed Agent of the
Word, does His work in our hearts
through Scripture (I Cor. 2:14). This is
why Paul told Timothy, “Till I come, give
attendance to reading” (I Tim. 4:13).

Learning that pierces the heart is
self-motivating and lasting. It changes
hearts and not just behavior; conse-
quently, Scripture places great respon-
sibility on the student. Like the Word
that moves on its own, Spirit-empow-
ered student motivation takes the
pressure off the teacher to guarantee
results. During the student’s passive
phase, the teacher plays a greater role.
But when the student takes the initia-
tive in the learning process, the
teacher’s role diminishes even more. 

As the student matures, godly interest
in spiritual things motivates self-instruc-

Christian Education
BY DAVID C. DEUEL, PH.D.

Teacher,
Aim For
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taught it to the people (Ezra 7:10). By
God’s design, Ezra’s spiritual growth led
to the growth of those he taught.
Teachers must rely on the Lord and

His Word. Training is heart surgery. But
the human surgeons and surgical tools
of education merely break the skin;
only the two-edged sword of Scripture
can penetrate to the heart, for it “is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). The Great
Physician will skillfully and successful-
ly cut to the heart. But He will use a
teacher in the classroom who under-
stands that he himself is only a tool in
the hands of the Great Physician.
God shepherds and teaches His

flock using undershepherds. David’s
heart became a standard for other
leaders. His heart was wholly with the
Lord (I Kings 11:4; 15:3). God’s under-
shepherd must have a heart devoted
to Him. God commissioned teachers
to shepherd His people. He said, “And
I will give you pastors according to
mine heart, which shall feed you with
knowledge and understanding” (Jer.
3:15). 

The heavenly Shepherd eclipses all
human shepherds. At the end of Ec-
clesiastes, Solomon told his readers
that godly wisdom comes through
faithful instruction “given from one
shepherd” (12:11). That Shepherd is
the Lord.

God is our Teacher, Scripture is our
instruction, reading is our method, and
maturity is the goal of our instruction.
Biblical training targets the heart, and in
so doing, it makes hearers into doers.

Based on this study, several sug-
gestions for Bible teachers are worth
considering: study God’s Word care-
fully, read it clearly and passionately,
and explain it accurately (Ezra 7:10 il-
lustrated in Nehemiah 8:1-13); realize
that spiritual growth begins in the
heart and fearing God is the beginning
or first principle; understand each stu-
dent’s heart in order to help that per-
son grow; acknowledge that it is im-
possible to penetrate the heart without
God’s powerful work; and accept your
role as God’s agent for teaching.

Solomon told us to bring our hearts
to the learning of Scripture (Prov.
23:12) so that we learn to love and fear
God and exalt in Him alone. May God
give us grace to teach His Word faith-
fully to His people. �

Instructing student hearts to love the
Lord is the basis for our teaching ef-
forts. Deuteronomy also calls this
clinging or cleaving to God: “to him
shalt thou cleave” (10:20). The term
“to cling” (dabaq) is used to refer to the
intimate relationship between a hus-
band and wife (Gen. 2:24).
Fearing God is the first principle of

all teaching and learning. Solomon
teaches us, “So that thou incline thine
ear unto wisdom, . . . then shalt thou
understand the fear of the Lord” (Prov.
2:2, 5). Because the fear of the Lord
comes from the heart, it should play a
special role in all discussions of train-
ing and spiritual growth.

The psalmist says, “The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Ps.
111:10). Solomon added, “The fear of
the Lord is the beginning of knowl-
edge” (Prov. 1:7), then expanded on
the idea: “The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom: and the knowl-
edge of the holy is understanding”
(9:10). Fear is where learning begins.

With the fear of the Lord, instruction
begins. But what does “beginning”
mean in the expression “beginning of
wisdom”? In Psalm 111:10 and
Proverbs 1:7, the term reshith means
first in a series. The related term techi-
lath used in Proverbs 9:10 also means
first in a series or first principle. The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom as its basic foundational principle
(cf. Job 28:28). As the beginning prin-
ciple, all other ideas and practices flow
from it.
Fearing God is the end or goal of our

motivation. The fear of the Lord is the
correct introduction, but it is also the
conclusion. Solomon wrote, “Let us
hear the conclusion of the whole mat-
ter: Fear God, and keep his com-
mandments” (Eccles. 12:13-14).

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE
TEACHER?

Our question focuses on the role of
teachers and their tools, particularly
God’s use of the teacher’s heart in
growing the student’s heart.
Teachers must study for their growth

and their students’ growth. Both roles
include being a godly example before
others. Ezra illustrates the entire
process in the spiritual growth and wor-
ship of postexilic Judah (Neh. 8:1-13).
As a teacher and priest, Ezra had ac-
cess to a copy of Scripture and im-
mersed himself in study. Ezra searched
the Torah, lived it consistently, and

tion. God has designed instruction in
such a way that His role as our Teacher
eclipses that of a human teacher. But
this does not mean that teachers are un-
necessary or that their lessons are inef-
fective. It merely prioritizes the role of
the Holy Spirit with the Word of God in
God’s design for teaching.

Students become self-teachers or
autodidacts. Teachers are still essen-
tial to growth, but the student-disciple
can and will progress on his own. This
is true spiritual growth. It reminds us
that Scripture is sufficient. A corollary
to the sufficiency of Scripture is the de-
pendency of our interest and motives.
Man’s interest is by nature self-cen-

tered and inconsistent.Good instruction
appeals to our interests and leads us to
grow spiritually. This appeal must be
consistent with the autonomy of God’s
revelation. What is more, human interest
has internal and external aspects. 

Internally, student interest draws the
attention to the issue at hand. Augus-
tine, who gave us a clearer under-
standing of the doctrine of original sin,
developed his own teaching theory
and methodology. One focus in his
writing on education relates to the role
of interest. He said, “Free curiosity has
greater power to stimulate learning
than rigorous coercion.” Students re-
spond better to being drawn than driv-
en, pulled than pushed. This is inter-
est. I used questions in the headings
of this study to appeal to the reader’s
interest by provoking thought.

Externally, interests are addressed
when teaching springs from the cir-
cumstances of life or the context. Par-
ents should teach their children at all
times and in all situations—for exam-
ple, while performing daily activities in
the throes of life (Deut. 6:7; 11:19).

As teachers, we can stimulate visu-
al interest. We can write God’s in-
struction where our eyes routinely rest,
as did Israel, on doorposts and gates,
even on objects attached to our bod-
ies as with phylacteries (Deut. 6:4-9;
11:20). Monuments and rituals, archi-
tecture and art, as well as other visual
stimuli, often remind us of Scripture
passages or general truths about God. 

WHAT MOTIVATES US TO GROW
SPIRITUALLY?
Loving God is the foundation of our

relationship with Him. We love God for
loving us first (I John 4:19). With loving
gratitude, we appreciate God’s desire
to provide for, protect, and bless us.
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I KNOW from personal experience
that many things can discourage a

pastor. I recently had a stark reminder
of this. I was attending a pastors’ re-
treat and was assigned to lead a dis-
cussion group on the problem of pas-
toral discouragement. In preparation, I
perused a few articles on the Internet
on this topic. Wow, the floodgates
were opened! Much is being written on
this topic. And at the retreat I asked the
men, “As a pastor, what discourages
you?” I got an earful.

There are some sobering statistics
out there on how many pastors are
leaving the ministry. I hesitate to cite
them because I am not sure how ac-
curate they are. Still, common experi-
ence teaches us that many pastors
depart from pastoral ministry in a very
discouraged state of mind. In addition,
many others muddle along in discour-
agement and probably would leave if
they could figure out a good way to
make a living. Why is this? And can
anything be done about it? 

THE ROOTS OF PASTORAL
DISCOURAGEMENT

Pastor Jon McIntosh shared his
heart in an article entitled “Six Rea-
sons Pastors Want to Quit on Mon-
days” (www.churchleaders.com).
What struck me in this article was the
emphasis on a sense of personal in-
adequacy and failure that often comes
home to pastors. Sometimes they feel
they are failing at home, and some-
times they feel they are failing at the

church. And often they unwisely covet
the success and giftedness of other
pastors and end up thinking, Surely
there is someone better than me who
can do this. Feeling like a failure can
be a real source of discouragement for
pastors, particularly in those seasons
when things are not going well. 

Another pastor, Ron Edmondson,
had some interesting thoughts on dis-
couragement in an article titled “Ten
Dangerous Distractions for a Pastor”
www.ronedmondson.com). In it he
pointed out that pastors often neglect
their own souls. They are ministering
to everyone else but fail to walk with
God and consequently do not derive
encouragement from the Lord. Along
with this, they find themselves unable
to develop close, nurturing relation-
ships in the body of Christ. 

Kevin Halloran, another Christian
leader, has written on the subject of
“Ten Pastors Who Fail to Reach Their
Ministry Potential” (www.church
leaders.com). This author focused
much of his comments on balance. Do
we have balance in our lives? Are we
trying to do too much, not trusting
God? Or are we slothful in our work
and consequently the ministry suf-
fers? Are we angry, too focused on
money, or just generally unhappy? Do
we have things out of focus? Rather
than fix or strengthen our own lives, it
can be tempting to think it is just eas-
ier to give up. 

Church marketing expert Tim Peters
has written on “Ten Real Reasons Pas-

tors Quit Too Soon” (www.church
leaders.com). The article speaks
about the feeling of loneliness that can
overtake pastors, as well as the com-
mon problem of financial pressure. In
many situations, it is hard to raise a
family on a pastor’s salary. This is just
a small sampling of the literature that
is out there on this topic. We can see
many reasons why discouragement is
a significant issue for those in pastoral
ministry. 

The best article I came across sums
it up well. It was written by popular
writer and speaker Thom Rainer, who
has been a seminary professor and a
church consultant and is currently the
CEO of Lifeway Publishing. He talked
about the “Top Ten Sources of Dis-
couragement of Pastors and Church
Staff” (http://thomrainer.com).

I will merely paraphrase Rainer’s
conclusions. What discourages pas-
tors? Conflicts and complaining in the
church, lack of fruit in the ministry, ap-
athy on the part of church members,
church-hopping members who move
on to other churches for seemingly sil-
ly reasons, too many expectations of
the pastor, having to perform in areas
outside of one’s giftedness, too many
meetings and committees, family
problems, issues with other staff
members, and lack of volunteers to
staff the ministry. Wow, that is quite a
list! Perhaps all pastors can see them-
selves and their churches somewhere
on this daunting list. 

When I met with my own little group

The
Pastor’s
Study

Pastors and the Problem
of Discouragement BY JEFFERY J. VANGOETHEM, D.MIN.
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Converts turn away. People disap-
point us. Confl ict is part of the
process. None of this is a surprise; it is
all in the New Testament. The shep-
herd has to bear with the sheep and
love them. Let the disappointments
go. There is always new ground just
ahead. 

Fifth, let us enjoy the use of our gifts
in building up the Lord’s body (Rom.
1:11). Paul stated that he longed to
come to the Roman church to share a
spiritual blessing with them. Few pas-
tors do everything well. We are all
called upon to do things we are not
particularly good at or comfortable
with. We all feel a sense of inadequa-
cy. But all of us are good at some
things. Let us major on those things
and allow some joy to flow into our
hearts over that giftedness Christ has
given to us.

There is no higher calling in all the
world than using our gifts to build up
the Lord’s church. What a privilege it is
to be used by the Lord in areas of
strength for the Lord we love. How en-
couraging!

Sixth, go where the love is (Phile-
mon 1:7). Philemon was a blessing to
Paul. This man refreshed the old war-
rior’s spirit. We all need people like
that. Sometimes we are so focused on
the critics, the complainers, and the
naysayers that we forget there are
people who love and appreciate us
and our work.

Now granted, we should listen to
our critics, at least a little bit. Some-
times there is something to be learned
from them. However, we should do
that only enough to keep us humble
and growing. But much, much more
time should be spent with those who
love us, those who are able and willing
to encourage us. Never feel bad about
that! We need it, just as Paul did. 

Finally, remember to go quickly to
God. As pastors, we know we are frag-
ile and less than perfect. It is important
to bring our struggles to God on a dai-
ly basis. I am convinced He will help us
as we seek Him. Spend some time in
the Psalms. God’s Old Testament
shepherd, David, has given us beauti-
ful prayers to help us as we fight
through our pastoral battles.

Can pastoral ministry be discourag-
ing? Of course. But if we are con-
vinced that we must persevere and
then begin to seek God’s strength, we
will complete our course and finish the
race to the glory of God. �

the absolute necessity of persevering.
Paul pointed out that fruitfulness
emerges from perseverance, so we
have to persevere in pastoral ministry.
It is part of our calling. So the question
is this: How are we going to stay en-
couraged enough to fulfill our min-
istries and finish the job the Lord has
given us to do? Let me share a few
thoughts I have gleaned from my own
experience and from talking with oth-
er pastors. 

First, we must remember that the
ministry is self-sacrificial (cf. Phil.
2:19-24). Paul commended Timothy
as one willing to care for the spiritual
condition of others. That is our calling.
Let us stay focused on it. Sometimes
we get a little too focused on our-
selves, and we forget that the Lord Je-
sus has not called us to the good life
or to the American dream but to sac-
rifice ourselves in the nurture, teach-
ing, and building up of His body. If we
are faithfully and sincerely fulfilling that
call, there is no reason to be discour-
aged. 

Second, we have to rest in God’s
sovereignty and be happy and content
in His will, wherever it is He has placed
us. In I Corinthians 16:9, Paul pointed
out that he had great moments of suc-
cess where God placed him but also
great trouble and adversaries. It is
never going to be easy in pastoral min-
istry. The devil does not take a rest.
Problems, difficulties, and troubles are
always part of the equation. But are we
in the place where God has put us? Is
He not with us? Of course He is! Well,
then, let us do our work, persevering
as best we can. 

Third, let us develop a robust habit
of thanksgiving and praise (I Thess.
5:18). I lead the prayer meeting at our
church. Every week I devote a signifi-
cant portion of it to thanksgiving and
praise. I do this before I allow the peo-
ple to ask God for anything. We have
to learn thanksgiving. The church I
pastor has been through many years
of significant struggle. Still, I have
much for which I thank God. I even
keep a specific list in my prayer note-
book of all the reasons I should thank
God that I am where I am. 

Fourth, let us not collect our disap-
pointments and dwell on them (I Cor.
13:7). Collecting wrongs and disap-
pointments violates a loving spirit. De-
feats and disappointments come of-
ten in pastoral work. We preach
funerals. We know about loss.
Church-hoppers get under our skin.

of pastors to discuss discouragement,
many of these same concerns came
out. I was a little unprepared for the
emotion that came with the com-
ments. I saw anger, frustration, de-
spair, joylessness, and hurt. The seri-
ousness of this problem came home
to me. 

I also wondered about another as-
pect: Is the problem more acute today
than in previous eras? It does seem
that we are living in a season of decline
in the life of the American evangelical
church. Culture has lined up against
us at many points. The number of
churches declining far exceeds the
few that are growing. Then we often
hear the message, “If you only did it
like we do it at our church, you would
be growing too.” However that is not
true. I have met many fine, godly, ef-
fective pastors who go through long
seasons of struggle in the pastorate. 

The truth is that it has been a long
time in our country since there has
been a widespread outpouring of the
Holy Spirit that just fills up all our
churches. As we wait for this again,
perhaps we can agree that the times
we live in may be especially discour-
aging for pastors. 

ROOTING OUT
DISCOURAGEMENT

Well, what are we going to do about
this? We cannot quit. Look at the em-
phasis Paul passed down to the
younger pastor Timothy on the impor-
tance of persevering. Much can be
gained through perseverance: 

• “War a good warfare” (I Tim.
1:18)

• “Labour and suffer reproach”
(I Tim. 4:10)

• “Stir up the gift of God”
(II Tim. 1:6)

• “Endure hardness as a good
soldier” (II Tim. 2:3)

• “Strive for masteries” (II Tim.
2:5)

• “The husbandsman that
laboureth” (II Tim. 2:6)

• The “godly . . . shall suffer”
(II Tim. 3:12)

• “In season, out of season”
(II Tim. 4:2)

• “Endure afflictions, . . . make
full proof of thy ministry”
(II Tim. 4:5)

We can see from these exhortations
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