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October 23, 2016—Read Hebrews 7:24-25. The Old Tes-
tament priest’s ministry culminated in death, but Christ has
“an unchangeable priesthood.” This priesthood is “after the
order of Melchizedek” (Ps. 110:4); He is “able also to save
them to the uttermost” (Heb. 7:25), or to the days of eternity. 

October 30, 2016—Read Hebrews 12:1-2. Using athlet-
ic contests as a point of contact, the Christian’s life is com-
pared to a race. He has need for a racer’s preparation—
trusting Christ for salvation (cf. Acts 4:12). Participation in
the race is compared to “looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of faith” (Heb. 12:2). Perspective for the race and
for ending at the Father’s house, or heaven, in glory are
looked for and received from Him (John 14:1-3).

November 6, 2016—Read Revelation 21:4. In heaven
there will be no more tears, death, sorrow, crying, or pain.
Can the human mind think or the tongue speak fully of
such a place? God in His infinite grace will abolish “the
former things.” Heaven’s environment will be conducive
to delighting the spirit and invigorating the soul.

November 13, 2016—Read Revelation 21:22-23. God
in His infinite sovereignty promised to provide an eternal
home for all who trust in Him. The New Jerusalem, born
of God’s omniscience, will be the home of saints of all the
ages. It will certainly be a blessed place. In heaven “the
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb” are the light. We hon-
or our Lord in adoration and praise that by grace we will
be citizens of that celestial city, a world without end.

November 20, 2016—Read Revelation 22:1. Jesus
spoke “of water springing up into everlasting life” (John
4:14). Water in Scripture speaks of refreshment and satis-
faction. God is the fountain source of the “pure river of wa-
ter of life” (Rev. 22:1), delighting the redeemed soul with
grace and joy. What awaits the child of God is beyond hu-
man knowledge to describe. The passing nature of the
things of earth make us long for our home in heaven.

November 27, 2016—Read Revelation 22:13. The sov-
ereignty of Jesus is summed up in the truth that He is “Al-
pha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and
the last.” Man in his vaunted pride and religious false hopes
falls far short of providing eternal happiness for the soul.
Romans 3:23 reminds us that “all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God.” The weary are called to rest in
the Lord, for the day is coming when we shall gather in Em-
manuel’s land with God forever. Knowing the need of His
people, Jesus said, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). �

September 4, 2016—Read Isaiah 11:9. The key
thought in this study is that God rules in the kingdom of
men (cf. Isa. 40:17). God is in control from the highest
mountain to the deepest sea. God’s control of all things is
an undeniable truth (cf. Deut. 7:9; Col. 1:17). God’s full
knowledge and watchful care over His own should quell
our fears like an ocean of abundance.

September 11, 2016—Read Isaiah 25:8. Tears very often
are associated with sorrow, causing the heart to churn in the
vortex of trials and trouble. It is a comfort to us to know God
has promised to dry our tears (cf. Rev. 21:4). It is uplifting for
the spirit and joy to the soul to embrace the truth that God
is with us every step of the way to heaven (cf. John 14:1-6).

September 18, 2016—Read Isaiah 40:28. Omnipotence is
an attribute of God. Isaiah is focusing on God’s authority and
power and assuring His purpose for Israel, the nations, and
His church will go forward to completion. The Lord will triumph
over any opposition in His path. God will always be there for
us, blessing and guiding us along our pilgrim pathway. We are
surrounded by His presence and power, making our lives fruit-
ful in thought, word, and deed (cf. Ps. 125:1-2).

September 25, 2016—Read Isaiah 61:8. “Judgment”
may be translated “justice.” Men throughout history have
engaged in wicked intrigue. God demands justice, for He
looks at the heart and calls for a sacrifice accompanied
by heartfelt worship and repentance (cf. I Sam. 16:7).

October 2, 2016—Read Hebrews 1:3. The Lord Jesus is
equal with the Father in authority and essence (cf. John 1:1).
The church council at Nicea in A.D. 325 affirmed this great
truth. The words “the express image of his person” (Heb. 1:3)
confirm Jesus’ equality with the Father. As a person of the
Trinity, Jesus possesses full deity. Jesus said to Philip, “He
that hath seen me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).

October 9, 2016—Read Hebrews 3:4. The sovereignty
of Christ shines forth in that He is greater than Moses in
person and performance. Moses built the tabernacle ac-
cording to divine instructions in Exodus (chaps. 25—40).
Christ’s superiority is evident in His building of all things.
“Without [apart from] him” (John 1:3) nothing was created;
so our allegiance is to Christ.

October 16, 2016—Read Hebrews 4:14. A prophet is
one who speaks to men for God, a priest is one who
speaks to God for man, and a king is one who rules over
man under God. The believer should rejoice in that Christ
has a priesthood greater than Aaron, for He is now seat-
ed at the right hand of God, meaning that our salvation is
secure (cf. Isa. 32:17; 51:6).
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A Cheerful Giver
BY ROBERT A. ALLEN

AS long as this sin-cursed world ex-
ists in its present form, there will

always be those who live in poverty.
God pointed this out to Israel in
Deuteronomy 15:11: “For the poor
shall never cease out of the land.” In
the land where Israel would conquer
and make their home, the poor and
needy would be present.

Jesus also pointed out this fact in a
different context. He said, “For ye
have the poor always with you” (Matt.
26:11). He was making a point about
the disciples’ complaint about a
woman who was supposedly wasting
money on Him (vss. 6-10), but the
point of the existence of poverty was
made.

It is an established truth. And with
the existence of the poor, God calls
believers to carry out acts of charity
and generosity. James 1:27 states,
“Pure religion and undefiled before
God . . . is this, To visit the fatherless
and widows in their affliction.” We

have a duty to help our fellow man,
and it must be done sincerely and
without hypocrisy (“pure” and “unde-
filed”).

This edict in James is not the sum of
our Christian duties, for we are called to
be witnesses of the gospel of Jesus
Christ (Acts 1:8). But caring for the lost
who are living in poverty can go hand-in-
hand with the Great Commission.
Showing the world we are Christians by
our love for our needy brothers and sis-
ters in Christ is also a witness to the lost
(cf. John 13:35).

As we serve our Lord through wit-
nessing and worship, we must also
humbly and without self-glorification
(Jas. 1:26; 3:13) help those who are in
need. We must do what God requires of
us— “to do justly, and to love mercy, and
to walk humbly with [our] God” (Mic. 6:8).

The poor are with us as long as the
world exists. We are called to show the
love of God and to bring Him glory by
alleviating their suffering. �

From the Editor’s Desk

Pure Christian Service
BY DON RUFF

ONE of the first social lessons we
try to teach our children involves

obedience to the eighth command-
ment, “Thou shalt not steal” (Exod.
20:15). It usually takes the form of re-
fusing to allow infants to take toys away
from other children in the nursery. We
often couple the admonition with an en-
couragement to share. In doing that, we
hope to instill in our children a lifelong
lesson that we as adults often forget as
well. Learning to give mirrors the ulti-
mate demonstration of God’s love,
which climaxed in the giving of His Son
to provide our salvation.

When he instructed the believers in
Ephesus to turn their backs on the
lifestyle they followed before coming to
Christ, Paul told them, “Let him that
stole steal no more” (Eph. 4:28). Then
he coupled that with an encourage-

ment to share. He told the believers that
one reason they worked in the labor
force was so “that [they] may have to
give to [them] that needeth.” God did
not simply expect them to quit stealing;
He wanted them to replace it with hard
work and generous giving.

While pastoring a fairly new church
plant in western Montana, we had sev-
eral families in the congregation who
had lost jobs because of an economic
downturn in the lumber industry. Along
with our children, we came up with a
plan of anonymous grocery giving.

While shopping, my wife would pur-
chase additional items to fill a grocery
bag, which we would leave in the
backseat of our car when we went to
church. During the service, one of the
children would be designated to slip
out and move the bag from our car to

the backseat of the car of one of the
church members we wanted to help. It
was fun to watch our children try to
hide the grins when that family would
later give a testimony of the way God
had provided for their needs.

Generous giving can also be a
means of opening doors to evangel-
ism. As a pastor, I have seen the sim-
ple act of delivering a Thanksgiving
basket to a needy family become the
opportunity for giving spiritual aid as
well. The one caution to keep in mind
is to always do more than just provide
material aid. Generous giving may def-
initely show the love of Christ, but it
must always be combined with the
compassionate sharing of the gospel.
Knowing that Christ provided salva-
tion through His sacrifice on the cross
is much more important in the life of
any individual than even the meeting
of daily physical needs. 

Perhaps this is one reason for Paul’s
encouragement in Galatians 6:10 to
do good to all men but “especially
unto them who are of the household of
faith.” Generous giving to those who
are unsaved will meet a physical need
but can leave them with unfulfilled
spiritual needs.

History has even coined a term for
those who respond to the generosity
of Christians without ever truly coming
to know Christ. Based on the experi-
ences of missionaries in China and
Japan, those individuals have become
known as “rice Christians.” They are
people who profess Christianity in or-
der to gain access to material benefits.
But they do not really know Christ.
When we use generosity as a means
of gaining a hearing for the gospel, we
must be certain to use the opportuni-
ty to share the gospel. 

As an online instructor in evangel-
ism, it has been my privilege to men-
tor numerous students who have suc-
cessfully used generous giving as a
method of evangelistic outreach. Just
recently a man wrote to tell me how he
had provided a meal for a homeless in-
dividual. While sharing that meal to-
gether in a restaurant, he had been
able to introduce the man to the Sav-
iour and see him surrender his life to
Christ. By meeting his physical need
for food, he had opened the door to
meeting his spiritual need for Christ.

Not every need we see in the world
involves food. Habitat for Humanity
has become well-known for its effort
to provide affordable housing to those
in need of shelter. Churches often give
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scholarships for summer camps to
those who would not otherwise be
able to afford them. Believers sponsor
food banks, transport shut-ins to gro-
cery stores, and repair or repaint the
homes of the elderly.

A church in Pennsylvania offers free
auto-mechanic service once a month.
A Christian dentist in Nebraska travels
to another country each year to care
for dental needs in cooperation with a
missionary who is there to share the
gospel. The women’s resource center
in my hometown provides medical aid,
counseling, and baby supplies for
those who are facing pregnancy. The
material provision of formula and dia-
pers is always accompanied by spiri-
tual insight and godly guidance.
World Magazine shared the account

of Jubilee Leadership Academy in
Prescott, Washington. As a home for
troubled boys ages thirteen to eight-
een, it provides a safe haven for boys
who have been in trouble with the law.
Its philosophy states, “God first wants
us to feel safe in Him, then learn from
our relationships, and ultimately bless
others with gained skills” (Lee, “Grow-
ing on the Farm,” World Magazine,
September 19, 2014, www.world
mag.com). The Leadership Academy
is housed on a four hundred-acre cam-
pus within the Broetje Orchards. To its
founders, Ralph and Cheryl Broetje,
generosity meant donating the land on
which the academy is now located.

Another generous land donation oc-
curred fifty years ago in eastern Penn-
sylvania when a farmer named Forrest
Compton gave a prime piece of real
estate to an organization called the
Missionary Retreat Fellowship. Since

its founding in 1965, they have been
providing affordable housing for mis-
sionary families home on furlough
(missionaryretreat.org).

With such examples of generous
giving in mind, it is not hard to under-
stand why Paul commended the
church in Corinth for their bountiful
giving and reminded them that one of
the greatest joys to God is the “cheer-
ful giver” (II Cor. 9:7).

Philanthropy today often takes the
form of supporting organizations that
provide help to the needy. Sadly, some
of those organizations have so many
overhead costs that very little ever
reaches those who are in need. Giving
in your own community through the
outreach programs of a local church
not only makes it possible for a person
to know where his money is going; it
also gives individuals an opportunity
to become personally involved in the
process of cheerful giving.

Providing generous help to those with
emotional needs can also be a way of
showing the love of Christ. When the
wife of a man in our church received the
diagnosis of an incurable brain tumor,
the family came in contact with a group
called Inheritance of Hope (www.inher
itanceofhope.org). The entire family was
flown to a theme park, but this was
more than just a family outing. They
were greeted by people who showed
them the love of God in tangible ways.

The children were given the opportu-
nity to attend grief workshops that en-
abled them to increase their trust in
Christ during the difficulty their family
was facing. Similar meetings were held
for the adults as well. The host families
took care of their needs during the day

and then stayed up at night to put to-
gether a scrapbook of the entire trip that
was presented to them the last day.

The mother of this family was aided
in preparing a stirring video that would
become a family keepsake after her
death. She expressed her love and
concern for each of the family mem-
bers individually.

The entire process made such an im-
pression on the family from our church
that after the wife passed away, the hus-
band became a volunteer with Inheri-
tance of Hope. He now travels at his own
expense to meet with other families and
show the love of Christ in the same way
it was demonstrated so visibly to him.

Another tremendous area of need in
our world involves those who are be-
ing persecuted for the sake of the
gospel. Every Christian should be ac-
tively praying for those who live in ar-
eas where Christians are oppressed.
The book of Hebrews makes this a
very personal concern by reminding
us to “remember them that are in
bonds, as bound with them; and them
which suffer adversity, as being your-
selves also in the body” (13:3).

Prayer may be the very best we can
do for those who are unknown to us.
When we learn of specific cases of
need, however, there is much more that
can be done. Once again, the best way
to send financial aid to those in need is
through the missionaries supported by
your church. They have firsthand knowl-
edge of the needs, and you will know
that your giving has not been used to
line the pockets of some corrupt gov-
ernment official in another country.

When a person has been jailed for
the crime of being a Christian, it is pos-
sible for our State Department to bring
pressure to bear on that nation. Writing
letters to a congressman or directly to
the State Department can have an in-
fluence on those with the responsibility
of making such diplomatic appeals.

Some churches have sponsored the
families of immigrants who find it nec-
essary to escape persecution. Housing
and education through programs that
teach English as a second language
provide for the transitional needs of
such families. Another means of help
would be through connecting them with
employment openings. 

The world in which we live is defi-
nitely a world in need. In that regard
nothing has changed since the first
century when the church began.
Those early Christians were encour-

(Continued on page 9)
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HAVE you ever gone off to work with
a song in your heart and a skip in

your step? You might answer this ques-
tion with, “Who do you think I am—a
dwarf from an animated film?” Most of
us do not show delight or joy in work-
ing. We view it as a necessity to pay the
bills and to get money for what we real-
ly want to do. Our attitudes convey the
idea that work is something of a burden.
Indeed, many dread going to work, an-
ticipating trouble and difficulty.

Work can be extremely difficult. For
some it is exhausting, even dangerous.
Others work in high-stress situations
where the pressure to perform takes its
toll physically and emotionally.

Christians face these situations, plus
the challenge of living and working
righteously in an ungodly environment.

God is interested in everything we
do. He also wants us to experience life
abundantly (John 10:10). How can our
work experiences be positive instead
of a drudgery? True, we may not be
able to change anything at work. The
people, pressure, and problems may
be the same; but we can change our
attitude and responses so that in the
end, we will be blessed, bless others,
and honor God.

Work began in the very beginning as
God created the heavens and earth
(Gen. 1:1). Then on the seventh day He

“ended his work” and
“rested . . . from all his
work which he had
made” (2:2).

God rested simply
because He was fin-
ished, not because He
was exhausted. This
also gave man a pat-
tern to follow. It is good
for man and beast to
take a regular break in
the work schedule.

We also learn in
Genesis 2:15 that
God put man in the
garden to “dress it
and keep it.” In other
words, man had the
privilege and respon-
sibility of work from
the very beginning,

even before sin entered into the world.
One consequence of Adam’s sin

pertained to work. Because he had 
given in to temptation and did not heed
God’s command, work would undergo
a change. The ground would be
cursed, and it would produce thorns
and thistles, which would make man’s
work much more difficult (Gen. 3:17-
18). At first work was easy. Because of
sin, it would be accomplished by the
“sweat of [man’s] face” (vs. 19).

Over time, man has devised meth-
ods and machines to make work easi-
er and more productive, but it is still
hard work. For example, take the cut-
ting down of a tree. Stone ax to hand-
saw to chain saw indicates advances in
technology; but at the end of the day,
no matter what method is used, one
knows that he has put in a day of work.

The Bible has a lot to say about work-
ing. First, we are reminded that we are
saved by faith and not by works or self-
effort (Titus 3:5). A godly work ethic
does not save anyone. But we are
saved to do good deeds and works of
obedience, and obedience includes
our attitude. James emphasizes that
“faith without works is dead” (2:17, 20). 

The Bible also has much to say about
how one should do the ordinary work of
making a living. Proverbs abounds with
encouragement to be industrious and
warnings of disaster to the “sluggard,”

or lazy individual (6:6, 9; 13:4; 15:19;
21:25). Romans 12:11 says we are to
be “not slothful in business; fervent in
spirit; serving the Lord.” We are also
challenged to do all things for the “glo-
ry of God” (I Cor. 10:31).

Perhaps you have heard the story in
which a businessman was asked,
“What’s your occupation?”

“I’m a Christian,” was his reply.
“But what’s your job?” responded

the questioner.
The reply was the same. “I’m a

Christian.”
“You don’t understand. What do you

do for a living?”
“My full-time occupation is to be a

Christian, but I own a furniture store to
pay expenses.”

Work, labor, and punching a clock are
necessary in order to buy food and
clothes and to put a roof over one’s
head, but our real work is to live faithful-
ly for Christ and glorify Him (I Cor. 10:31).

The Apostle Paul had some inter-
esting things to say about work in Acts
20:33-35. He was not deliberately
teaching on the subject, but his refer-
ences to his practice among the peo-
ple of Ephesus speak volumes.

First, he said that he had “coveted no
man’s silver, or gold, or apparel” (Acts
20:33). As God’s servant traveling from
place to place, Paul lived simply. He had
come from an affluent family and had
lived well before his encounter with 
Jesus on his way to Damascus. He
could have developed a comfortable
lifestyle, but he chose to be content in
whatever state he found himself (cf.
Phil. 4:11; I Tim. 6:8). Sometimes we
wish the preachers and evangelists who
promote the “health and wealth” gospel
would pay heed to Paul’s spirit. Greed is
a persistent temptation that comes to
us via television, advertising, and the
entertainment media.

Paul then went on to say that he had
worked and earned his own living (Acts
20:34). Actually, he was following a prin-
ciple from his background as a Jewish
rabbi before he became a Christian.

Not only were Jewish rabbis, or teach-
ers, taught the Old Testament Scrip-
tures; each was to have his own trade
too. In fact, it was said that “‘whoever
does not teach his son a trade is as if he
brought him up to be a robber’” (Eder-
sheim, Sketches of Jewish Social Life in
the Days of Christ, Oxford).

Acts 18:3 indicates that Paul’s trade
was tentmaking. Commentators vary
on the material that was used to make
tents. Most state that tents were usu-

Renewing Our Attitude 
About Why We Work

BY DAVID A. HAMBURG
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ally made from goat hair while others
state they were made from animal
skins. Details are not given. But when-
ever Paul was in a city for a period of
time, he aligned himself with tentmak-
ers and earned money not only to cov-
er his expenses but also those of his
fellow missionaries (20:34).

One can imagine that the craft was
conducted in the market area and that
Paul was busy sharing the gospel with
whoever would listen while working
with his hands (cf. I Cor. 4:12).

It can be noted that Paul was not ad-
verse to receiving gifts to support the
ministry. He mentioned that the believ-
ers at Philippi sent financial help on
more than one occasion (Phil. 4:10-20).
It was, however, his practice to share
the gospel without expecting the peo-
ple to whom he ministered to support
him. He did accept hospitality from 
Lydia (Acts 16:14-15), but he reminded
the church at Thessalonica that he had
labored “night and day” so that he
would “not be chargeable to any of
[them]” (II Thess. 3:8). He was not one
to “pass the hat,” expecting to line his
pockets with money. He refused to be
a burden to any of the churches with
which he was working (II Cor. 11:7-9).

At times it may be necessary for a
pastor or other Christian worker to
have two vocations, but the biblical
principle is that the worker is worthy of
his hire (Luke 10:7; I Cor. 9:11-14, 18;
Gal. 6:6; I Tim. 5:17-18). As soon as a
church is able, it should generously
support its pastor and then look to be-
gin supporting missionaries so that
the ministry of the gospel is not slowed
down by the pastor’s having to spend
a number of hours in non-church labor.

Then Paul added something that is
often overlooked. Not only did he work
to meet his and his associate’s daily
needs, but he also worked to “support
the weak” (Acts 20:35). The “weak”
are those who need help. Today it is
easy for people to think that the gov-
ernment should take care of the poor
and needy, but the Bible teaches that
you and I should be on the lookout to
see how we can help those around us.

Obviously, one person or family
cannot provide help for all the needy
people in the world, but each of us can
help a person nearby or one we know. 

God is ever the God of compassion,
and He directed His people to care for
the weak and needy. Deuteronomy
15:11 says, “For the poor shall never
cease out of the land: therefore I com-
mand thee, saying, Thou shalt open

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy
poor, and to thy needy, in the land.”
Thus the Mosaic Law made some pro-
vision for the widow, the fatherless (or-
phan), and the stranger. During harvest-
time, the poor could glean in the fields
and orchards. The sabbatical year was
designed to relieve burdens and give
those who were struggling another
chance to get back on their feet.

Society in the first century consist-
ed of the wealthy, some of the middle
class, a majority of the working class
who were poor, and the extreme poor.
At times a person became one of the
extreme poor due to illness, handicap,
or injury. Some were reduced to beg-
ging, as we see in the Gospels.

In the letter to the Galatians, Paul re-
ferred to the council that was held in
Jerusalem to deal with the issue of Gen-
tile salvation (Acts 15). At the end, it was
agreed that he and Barnabas would
concentrate on “the heathen.” They
were encouraged to “remember the
poor,” which he said he was always will-
ing and eager to do (Gal. 2:9-10).

Paul also developed and organized
the collection for the saints in Jerusalem
(I Cor. 16). Evidently there were severe
economic difficulties for the church in
Jerusalem at that time, and Paul felt that
the Gentile churches could demon-
strate the unity of the worldwide church.

So we work in order to live. We are
also much happier when we have
meaningful things to do, and we can
help others who are sick or needy.
Paul capped his admonitions with Je-
sus’ words that “it is more blessed to
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
These words are not recorded in the
Gospels but were probably remem-
bered and repeated in the teaching of
the early church before the Scriptures
were finalized in the form that we now
have.

Obviously, it is a blessing to receive,
but it is also a privilege to give. The more
one gives, the more he is blessed.

There is an interesting story that ap-
peared in Chicken Soup for the Soul
(Canfield and Hanson, Health Commu-
nications). It tells about a man who re-
ceived the gift of an automobile from his
brother. One Christmas Eve,  he noticed
a street urchin admiring his shiny, new
car. He asked, “Is this your car, mister?” 

The man nodded and said, “My
brother gave it to me for Christmas.”

The boy was amazed. “You mean
your brother gave it to you and it 
didn’t cost you anything? Boy, I
wish—” Then he hesitated.

The man just knew what the boy
was going to wish for. He was going to
wish that he had a brother like that. But
then the boy totally surprised him as
he went on to say, “I wish I could be a
brother like that.”

The story went on to reveal that the
boy had a brother who was handi-
capped. The three took a ride togeth-
er to see the Christmas lights down-
town. The boy kept repeating his
promise to his brother, “Someday I’m
going to give you one just like it.”

The story closed by saying that on
Christmas Eve, the man learned what
Jesus meant when He said, “It is more
blessed to give.”

Paul said in Romans 13:8, “Owe no
man any thing, but to love one another.”
Our goal is to work to get out of debt (if
we have some) and then to fulfill our
debt of love to God and others. We are
privileged to give to the Lord’s work and
help those who may have needs be-
yond their abilities to meet. �
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IN His own mysterious and marvelous
way, God made it clear to the

founder and president of Jesus Every
Day Ministries that He would be glori-
fied by a ministry that included some
traditional aspects while adding some
new, creative things.

In the formative days of Jesus Every
Day Ministries, there were almost no
funds to establish the fledgling work.
But there were several places where a
business owner was either a believer
or was sympathetic to Christianity. A
display of DVDs called “The Story of
Jesus” and a variety of Christian book-
lets and tracts were permitted in those
places. These were placed in promi-
nent places, sometimes near a cash
register where clients would see them
and could take one or more items
without charge.

Today these displays are monitored
regularly by a board member or friend
of the ministry. As supplies get low, the
items are replaced. Occasionally, new
DVDs have been introduced. Now
there is a DVD on the life of Mary Mag-
dalene, another on the wonder and
beauty of creation, and several about
Christ. 

The literature that is displayed in-
cludes Gospels of John, gospel tracts
of various titles, and in some locations,
whole New Testaments.

It may be helpful to understand the
motivating force for Jesus Every Day
Ministries, Inc. Jed Snyder (founder and
president) was the sixth of ten children
from an upstate Pennsylvania farm fam-
ily. He received Christ as his Lord and
Saviour when he was about six years
old. He was baptized in a brook in Chico,
California, while his father was in train-
ing with New Tribes Mission for service.
The Snyder family ended up going to
Bolivia in South America, where the nine
children all attended Tambo, a school for
missionary children.

As a teenager, Jed Snyder took sev-
eral treks into the surrounding moun-
tain communities with some of his
buddies. They played instruments in
the public square to draw a crowd and
then preached the gospel and distrib-
uted evangelistic tracts.

When a terrible auto accident on the
CanAm Highway, which ran near the
school, caused serious injuries, Jed

tried to lead a dying man to Jesus
Christ while the man lay on the floor of
one of the school buildings.

The New Tribes Mission, with which
his father served, had a home in
Cochabamba, Bolivia. Nearby the
home was a round-
about where people
who were waiting for a
bus or taxi or just rest-
ing gathered near a
lovely fountain. Jed
and other teenagers
would regularly go
there and distribute
tracts about salvation.
While these efforts
were more along the
lines of sowing a seed,
he trusts that in heaven
there will be some who
heard of and believed
in the love of Jesus
through this material.

Jed was involved in
other attempts to give
out the gospel. These
included trips in an
open stake-backed
truck from which
gospel tracts were
thrown to people
watching the truck
pass by. In the 1950’s,
there were few motor-
ized vehicles of any
kind in the little rural Bolivian villages.
So just the presence of an open truck
loaded with foreign teenagers was an
attraction. Many villagers picked up
these leaflets and read them. To the
dismay of those teens and their adult
leaders, reports came later that the lo-
cal priest made efforts to keep the cit-
izenry from reading the tracts.

During some of the summer vaca-
tion periods, Jed and his siblings
would visit with his older brother,
Joseph, a missionary to a tribal group
called Trinitarios. While there, they
would attempt to share Jesus and par-
ticipate in nightly meetings where the
gospel was given.

Upon graduation in 1962, Jed re-
turned to the United States. Within a
few weeks, he enrolled at Philadelphia
College of the Bible (renamed Cairn 
University in 2012). He became the

youth director of a local church, guid-
ing people he cared about to under-
stand the saving knowledge of Christ
and then training them in biblical life
practices.

Jed graduated from Bible college,

and in addition to being a youth direc-
tor and assistant pastor, he led a bus
ministry during the time when busing
poor and unchurched children to Sun-
day school was in its heyday. This min-
istry grew until his church was sending
six buses out to different apartment
complexes, and sometimes to low-in-
come housing developments. Scores
and scores of children were given a
clear presentation of the gospel and
were taught Bible truths. Many of their
parents also heard the good news and
received the Saviour.

Years later, as senior pastor, Jed
worked to establish an Evangelism Ex-
plosion ministry in the church where
he served. They trained scores of peo-
ple in a reproducible method of telling
others about the love of Christ. Many
prayed to receive Christ as Saviour.
The church grew, and many believers

Jesus Every Day Ministries, Inc.
BY JED N. SNYDER D.MIN, PH.D.

Dr. Snyder on a short-term mission trip to Bolivia, South America
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istries, or assisting the overseas mis-
sionaries are welcome. The leaders will
quickly and gladly respond. If a church
or other ministry needs a speaker for a
special series of meetings, Dr. Snyder
will attempt to fill the need. Retreat
teaching opportunities, especially for
men’s groups, will be considered. 

Volunteers are needed to advance
all aspects of this work. The ministry is
particularly interested to know
whether anyone would like to monitor
a literature distribution location. Appli-
cations can be obtained by contacting
the ministry. Please continue to pray
for the Lord’s work with Jesus Every
Day Ministries! �

Additionally, the Lord opened the door
for Jed to be a part of a radio ministry. It
was called J. E. D. Talk. This call-in pro-
gram was one more way for him to share
the love of Jesus Christ and to find ways
to get people to respond to Him.

These and other events and activi-
ties over the years indicate the heart of
Jesus Every Day Ministries, Inc. The
ministry has weekly Bible studies and
other gatherings for prayer and en-
couragement. Jed preaches frequent-
ly, many times in churches that are
fragile and in need of tender care to
bring them to spiritual health. 

After much prayer and consultation
with the board of directors, it was de-
cided that Jesus Every Day Ministries,
Inc. would assume the responsibility for
receiving and distributing funds for a
missionary in the Philippines. The
gospel is being presented in a variety of
ways on a southern island there. A
church has been established, a school
is functioning, and projects, including
farming, fresh water wells, and fishing
are part of this unique missionary effort. 

In a short time, support for another
missionary was recommended to the
board. She leads a unique school for
deaf children in the small African
country of Equatorial Guinea. Because
it is such a special school, the wife of
the president of that country helps
support this work. It is the only school
for deaf children in that small country. 

About the same time, a friend of the
ministry was seeking a way to give fi-
nancial support to a needy widow. He
wanted the gifts to be given anony-
mously, so the money is given with
that agreement. Soon, it is expected
that these funds from this friend of the
ministry will be made available for oth-
er needy people or outreach ministries
as well.

While these many ministries are di-
verse, they have the common theme
of presenting Jesus Christ as Lord, the
Saviour and coming King to all. These
and other aspects of the ministries are
presented on the Web site, www.jed
ministries.com. Support for missionar-
ies, for the benevolent ministries, and
for the continued distribution of thou-
sands of pieces of literature is deeply
appreciated and greatly needed.

Now that you have become aware of
this unusual work, perhaps you might be
interested in contacting Dr. Snyder.
Please use the Web site to contact him
or send an email to jsnyder@jedmin
istries.com. Inquiries about teaching,
preaching, evangelizing, writing min-

who had been insecure about telling
others about the Lord gained confi-
dence to share their faith. It will bring
glory to God to remember and remi-
nisce in heaven over what was ac-
complished in those years.

Many of those who were being
trained sacrificed hundreds of hours
while they used their personal cars to
be sure that others heard of the saving
love of Jesus Christ.

While working with Jed, one of the
retired men of his church commuted
about forty-five minutes each way for
this evangelistic effort. He had en-
joyed being a high school teacher who
taught woodworking and other techni-
cal skills, but he was the happiest
when he was sharing his faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. 

One evening during this outreach, a
three-member team (in this case two
women and Jed) visited a poverty-
stricken home. The trio was graciously
received. It is a bit hard to appreciate
this story unless the reader under-
stands that one of the women on the
team was from a wealthy home. Her
housekeepers were meticulous in
cleaning and caring for her sprawling,
expensively decorated home. Imagine,
then, what might have been the reac-
tion of this wealthy woman when cock-
roaches were crawling up and down
the walls during the presentation of the
gospel. It was a blessing to remember
that she did not even indicate that she
saw them. She did not flinch or shud-
der at all. She wanted the family in that
poor home to hear about Jesus Christ,
and she was unwilling to allow the
cockroach infestation to prevent that
from happening. 

After more than ten years, Jed was
led to move to Massachusetts, where
he again made significant efforts to
lead a church into evangelistic efforts.
One of those efforts was unusual. With
the cooperation and participation of the
youth and a number of adults, they
started a carwash ministry. The church
building had a circular driveway in front.
That became the place they gave free
car washes. Frequently, several cars
were being washed while one or more
people were talking to the drivers and
handing them gospel literature. Chris-
tian music was played through a sound
system. Many heard a clear witness of
salvation given while their car was be-
ing cleaned. The young people with
their adult leaders were glad for this
unique way of sharing the love of Jesus
Christ with others.

aged “to do good and to communicate
. . . for with such sacrifices God is well
pleased” (Heb. 13:16). What pleased
God at that time still pleases Him to-
day. The love of Christ should overflow
into every aspect of our lives, making
us into people who are generous,
cheerful sharers with those in need.

It is also interesting to note that giv-
ing depends more on our heart atti-
tude than it does on our income. When
Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he com-
mended the churches in Macedonia
for their liberal giving. At the same
time, he gave us insight into the hearts
from which that giving originated:
“How that in a great trial of affliction
the abundance of their joy and their
deep poverty abounded unto the rich-
es of their liberality” (II Cor. 8:2).

These people were so in love with
Christ that they shared what they had
with others even when they were in
need themselves. They discovered
joy even in poverty because of their
ability to share what they had in the
name of Christ. Such a spirit kept them
from feeling sorry for their own condi-
tion. It prevented them from becoming
selfish and hoarding their belongings.
Instead, their abounding love resulted
in abundant generosity.

The standard of living of the average
Christian in America is far greater than in
most of the world. If the Macedonians
were able to find joy in giving while in
poverty, surely we should be able to give
abundantly out of love for Christ. �

A Cheerful Giver

(Continued from page 5)
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AMERICANS trace the Thanksgiving
celebration in our country back to

a harvest feast held by the Pilgrims in
1621 in Plymouth, Massachusetts. The
immediate occasion was an obser-
vance of thanks to God for the bounti-
ful growing season that He had given in
the fall.

God had been good, but the journey
to and life in the New World had been
severe. The Lord gave, but He also
had taken away (cf. Job 1:21; 12:10).
Half of their original group of about
one hundred died during the first win-
ter. We must not forget that it is likely
that many of the Pilgrims were still
shedding tears as they partook of their
meal together. Surely the blessing of
food could not compensate for the
loss of cherished loved ones.

The Pilgrims knew how to practice a
biblical principle: Live from the inside
out, not from the outside in. According
to Proverbs 15:15, “He that is of a mer-
ry heart hath a continual feast.” De-
spite harsh circumstances, people
who have a merry heart will still feast
in hard times. Their feasting comes as
a result of living from the inside out.

Paul the apostle exhorted the Thes-
salonian church to live their lives from
the inside out by practicing three dis-
ciplines.

ALWAYS PRACTICE JOY
Paul commanded believers to “re-

joice evermore” (I Thess. 5:16). In oth-
er words, respond to every circum-
stance, whether enjoyable or painful,
with true inner joy. Such delight flows
out of a heart that has learned to re-
joice in the Person who is in control of
the circumstances rather than in the
circumstances themselves. Paul also
stressed this in Philippians 4:4 when
he said, “Rejoice in the Lord alway:
and again I say, Rejoice.”

In reality, it is humanly impossible to
delight in every circumstance. For in-
stance, how could a father and moth-
er take delight in the kidnapping of
their little child? For many events in
life, the only proper human response is
sackcloth and ashes!

It is, however, always possible to
genuinely rejoice in the Person who
has wisely and lovingly allowed us to
swallow a bitter pill, for God is too wise

to ever make a mistake (cf. Rom.
11:33) and too kind to ever be cruel (cf.
Ps. 145:9). God is righteous in all His
ways (vs. 17). We can rejoice in His
righteousness at all times.

Rejoicing in the Lord requires that
we walk by faith, not by sight (II Cor.
5:7). If we could see things from God’s
perspective, we would choose the
same things for our lives that God has
chosen. The Lord’s wisdom in His
plans for our lives will not always be
visible, but it will always be reliable! 

In the town of Enterprise, Alabama,
there is a prominent monument—a
statue that pays tribute to the work of
the boll weevil. As one version of the
story goes, in the 1900s the boll wee-
vil was indigenous to Mexico but then
migrated and destroyed entire crops
of cotton in the southern United
States. They arrived in Alabama
sometime in 1910.

On the verge of financial disaster,
farmers in Coffee County, Alabama,
took the advice of George Washington
Carver and began to grow a new
crop—peanuts! This new crop led to fi-
nancial prosperity. The statue of a
woman holding a boll weevil above her
head pays tribute to how something
disastrous can bring about something
good.

Sometimes we go through trials that
often seem as destructive as the boll
weevil, but with God those trials will ul-
timately prove constructive. In Mark
7:37, we read that the people who wit-
nessed a miracle from Jesus said of

Him, “He hath done all things well.” Is
there any reason why we cannot apply
this statement to our present circum-
stances? Rejoice in the Lord always,
for He shall do all things well in your
life. Such Christ-centered inner joy will
enable you to live from the inside out.

ALWAYS PRACTICE PRAYER
In I Thessalonians 5:17, Paul com-

manded believers to “pray without
ceasing.” The word translated “with-
out ceasing” (adialeiptos) was used in
Greek to describe a persistent, hack-
ing cough. The idea was not coughing
nonstop but coughing frequently,
without any end in sight. Many of us
know from experience this kind of re-
lentless cough. This is how we should
pray—regularly and predictably.
Prayer should be like a nagging cough
that we cannot seem to shake (except,
of course, that it will be much more
pleasant!) We should always have the
tendency to pray.

Prayer should not be something we
do simply because we are supposed
to pray. Instead, prayer should be our
response to the needs of our lives.
Crying out to God should be as fre-
quent as our needs arise. Paul said,
“Let your requests be made known
unto God” (Phil. 4:6). That Paul used
the word “requests” implies that we
are asking God regarding our needs.
The sweet incense of prayer needs to
be ignited daily on the smoldering em-
bers of our ever-pressing needs.

The post office receives many pack-

Living from the Inside Out
BY KARL KLOPPMANN
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the soul. Continual praying helps a
person say no to temptation. Prayer
strengthens the inner man, enabling
the person to live from the inside out.

ALWAYS PRACTICE THANKS-
GIVING

Paul commanded the Thessalonian
believers to give the Lord thanks in
everything (I Thess. 5:18). It is unlikely
that Paul was exhorting them to give
thanks for the circumstances them-
selves. Rather, Paul most likely was
exhorting them to give thanks for the
positive good that God was going to
bring out of their circumstances.

As Paul declared in Romans 8:31, “If
God be for us, who can be against
us?” God controls the believer’s cir-
cumstances so that nothing can work
against him. Somehow the Lord will
use negative circumstances in a posi-
tive way in our lives.

An example of I Thessalonians 5:18
in action is found in Acts 16. Paul and
Silas had been severely beaten and
thrown into jail in Philippi. To make
things worse, their feet were placed in
the stocks, which wrenched their low-
er extremities (vss. 19-24).

Under such circumstances, most
would moan in agony and despair, but
not Paul and Silas. Instead, they
prayed and praised God triumphantly
(Acts 16:25). They believed God was in
control and would bring about victory
for them.  

God honored their faith and used it
to bring assurance to the jailer’s heart
that they were God’s messengers.
This is why he asked the question that
undoubtedly had been in his heart for
some time— “Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?” (Acts 16:30).

Friends, will not the Lord Jesus also
do the same for us? Will He not turn
circumstances that are against us into
circumstances that are for us? We can
give the Lord thanks in everything, for
He will cause every circumstance to
work for our good and propel us fur-
ther down the road in victory.

Paul guaranteed that God always
causes His people to triumph in Christ
(II Cor. 2:14). Therefore, we can give
thanks in everything, for everything will
ultimately work together for good (Rom.
8:28). If you agonize with disappoint-
ment, give thanks and wait for God. 

Always practice joy. Always practice
prayer. Always practice thanksgiving.
These internal disciplines are what it
means to live from the inside out. �

deliver or interrupting what we are do-
ing to pray immediately for God’s help
in someone’s life. One of the worst fail-
ures in prayer is the failure to keep our
promise to specifically pray for some-
one.

Prayer is not only God’s way to em-
power spiritual advancement in peo-
ple’s lives, but it is also God’s way to
resist the continual temptation to wor-
ry about our problems. According to
Philippians 4:6, the way to keep from
worry is to place our burdens onto the
strong shoulders of the Lord by means
of specific prayer. Isaiah described the
Messiah (Jesus) as having the govern-
ment “upon his shoulder” (Isa. 9:6).
Surely if Christ Jesus can carry the
weight of the government of the world,
then He can carry your burdens and
mine.

Paul specifically told believers, “Be
careful for nothing; but in everything
(every circumstance) by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known unto God”
(Phil. 4:6). You can either pray about
everything or worry about everything!

Prayer is also God’s way to help our
children choose the way of the Lord.
Author Max Lucado counseled par-
ents with these encouraging words:
“Never underestimate the power that
comes when a parent pleads with God
on behalf of a child. Who knows how
many prayers are being answered
right now because of the faithful pon-
derings of a parent ten or twenty years
ago? God listens to thoughtful par-
ents” (God’s Inspirational Promises,
Thomas Nelson).

Prayer is also God’s way for us to
stay encouraged. A pastor was asked
to tell the most important thing that he
did for his church. His quick response
was, “Stay encouraged!” This wise
shepherd knew that the only way he
could provide the best leadership and
care for his flock was to be encour-
aged, for a discouraged pastor will
never be at his best for the Lord.

The need to stay encouraged is not
only for those in vocational ministry. All
Christians need to stay encouraged in
the Lord’s plan for their lives. Praying
without ceasing will keep a believer’s
batteries charged.

This truth was vividly taught by Je-
sus in the Garden of Gethsemane. He
challenged His disciples with these
piercing words: “Watch and pray, that
ye enter not into temptation” (Matt.
26:41).

Prayer insulates and encourages

ages labeled “Handle with Care.” We
need to label every concern in our
lives— “Handle with Prayer.” Then we
need to practice that vital instruction.
The way to handle our lives with care
is to handle our needs with prayer.

Praying in all circumstances should
be as natural as breathing. Some-
times I will walk into our bedroom and
find my wife asleep on the bed. She
breathes so quietly that I have to look
twice to see if she is really breathing.
If I were to discover her not breathing,
then that would obviously mean
something was seriously wrong! The
same is true regarding our prayer
l ives. I f  we stop praying, which
should be as natural as breathing is to
our physical lives, then something is
seriously wrong with our spiritual
lives.

In Romans 1:9, we see that Paul
modeled frequent prayer in his life. He
prayed “without ceasing” for the
Christians at Rome. How blessed they
were to have prayers being offered up
to God on their behalf by someone as
fervent in prayer as Paul!

Two things stand out to me con-
cerning Paul’s unceasing intercession.
First, it contributed to the effective-
ness of the Christians in Rome. We
cannot overemphasize how much of
their spiritual fruitfulness was due to
Paul’s praying. If you long to be used
more by the Lord, then pray without
ceasing for more people.

Second, when Paul prayed for peo-
ple, he wanted them to know it, and he
wanted them to be confident that his
prayers for them were real and not just
empty words. He backed up his as-
surance of ceaseless prayers for them
with the words “For God is my wit-
ness” (Rom. 1:9). When Paul shared
that he prayed for people, he meant it.

Often believers tell others that they
will be praying for them, but they do
not follow through on their promise.
That must grieve the Lord, who always
keeps His promises.

A while ago, I had someone in the
midst of a fellowship time ask me to
pray for him. I am sure that he want-
ed me to pray for him in the future. I
was so tempted to say, “Sure, I will
pray for you.” But I did not say that.
Instead, I said, “Let me pray for you
right now.” So in that fellowship time,
we had a little prayer meeting!

When Paul said that he prayed for
specific people, he really did! We
should follow his example, even if it
means not promising what we will not
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JESUS THE NAZARENE IN
GALILEE

During the time of Jesus, Roman-
ruled Palestine was divided into three
main districts or provinces. The south-
ern district of Judea, home of the Jew-
ish temple in Jerusalem, was the reli-
gious center of the country. Samaria,
with its mixed-race Jewish-Gentile
population and syncretistic form of Ju-
daism, occupied Israel’s mid-section.
And the northern region of Palestine
was called Galilee, a name derived
from the Hebrew word galil, meaning
“circle,” or “circuit district.” Jesus
lived in Galilee, first at Nazareth and
then Capernaum, and conducted the
major portion of His earthly ministry
there. Jesus’ apostles were Galileans,
with the possible exception of Judas.

Galilean prosperity had a threefold
source. It was derived from the fertile
farmland in the hill country, the abun-
dant fish in the Sea of Galilee (cf.
Luke 5:1-11), and the commerce gen-
erated by important trade routes that
traversed the region.

One such route was the principal
road between the Mediterranean
coast and the Jordan River Valley that
crossed the Esdraelon Plain south of
Nazareth. On Nazareth’s north side,
the important Roman road from
Tiberias on the western shore of
Galilee crawled westward to meet
Ptolemais (Accho, now called Acca)
on the Mediterranean shore. This road
ran a little north of Sepphoris (Zippori
in Hebrew), located about four miles
northwest of Nazareth.

At the time of Christ, Sepphoris was
the most important town in Galilee. Al-
though it is never mentioned in the
New Testament, as “tetrarch of
Galilee” Herod Antipas made it his
capital city (cf. Luke 3:1). A relatively
easy walk from Sepphoris brought
southbound travelers through
Nazareth.

Nazareth is located roughly mid-
way between the Mediterranean Sea
and the Sea of Galilee, north of the
fertile Plain of Esdraelon. The town, at
an altitude of some eleven hundred
fifty feet, sits in a basin in the Galilean

hills, the highest of which rises to no
more than two thousand feet. These
hills surround Nazareth on all but the
south side, where a narrow gorge
provides the lone outlet to the plain
below.

Geographically, it seems that the
Nazareth Jesus knew in His develop-
ing years was uniquely situated to fos-
ter a life of contemplation and intro-
spection. But while it was separated
from the busy day-to-day trade and
commerce between other Galilean
settlements and the outside world, it
was by no means an isolated town. It
was near major trade routes, but not
on them. It was not a key player in ma-
jor events of the time but was certain-
ly informed about them.

EXCAVATION BACKGROUND OF
NAZARETH

Since the site of ancient Nazareth
has long been occupied, archaeologi-
cal investigation has of necessity
tended to be a patchwork enterprise.
Excavations have taken place on the
outskirts of the modern city, beneath
existing buildings, and at vacant sites
prepared for new construction. In the
first century, the town of Nazareth cov-

ered some sixty acres and had a pop-
ulation estimated at around five hun-
dred people.

Today Nazareth is Israel’s largest
Arab city, with around sixty thousand
residents. Nevertheless, some prelim-
inary excavations were carried out
there as early as the late nineteenth
century and the beginning of the
twentieth.

This early and very limited archae-
ological work at Nazareth is summa-
rized by Howard Vos. He writes, “The
area in the vicinity of the [Church of
the Annunciation] was clearly that of
an agricultural village. Objects exca-
vated included olive presses, mill-
stones, and grain silos. The earliest
pottery dated to the period 900-600
B.C. [Iron Age II]. Some pottery dated
to the Hellenistic and Roman peri-
ods, showing the site was occupied
at that time, but the largest quantity
dated to the Byzantine era [A.D. 330-
640]” (Archaeology in Bible Lands,
Moody).

This sketchy survey of excavations
at Nazareth suggests that only inci-
dental work had been done at the bib-
lically significant site until archaeolo-
gist Ken Dark came on the scene. Dark

Nazareth of Galilee: 
Hometown of the Messiah

BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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ed Walk Through Biblical History and
Culture, Zondervan). Excavations at
Nazareth have uncovered four such
tombs so far.

Nazareth Seen in a New Light
The Nazareth Archaeological Proj-

ect has cast new light on old views of
that biblical town’s status in Jesus’
day. “We now have two first-century
courtyard houses from central
Nazareth,” wrote Dark, and “these, to-
gether with the other earlier discover-
ies at the Church of the Annunciation,
provide evidence for an Early Roman
Jewish settlement that was larger, and
perhaps slightly wealthier, than is of-
ten envisaged. Such evidence would
be consistent with what archaeolo-
gists of the Roman provinces else-
where conventionally term a ‘small
town’: a large village, perhaps per-
ceived by contemporaries as a small
urban center, serving as a focus for
smaller agricultural communities near-
by.”

In further support of his conclusion,
Dark cited the findings of a survey
conducted by the Nazareth Archaeo-
logical Project between 2004 and
2010. He explained that the team “sur-
veyed a wide transect across Nahal
Zippori [the broad valley between
Nazareth and the Roman town of Sep-
phoris]. We identified a series of previ-
ously unknown Early Roman-period
sites, probably farms and small vil-
lages, which (with just two exceptions)
had no pre-Roman material.”

Dark noted that “communities
closer to Sepphoris apparently em-
braced the cultural world of the Ro-
man provinces; those closer to
Nazareth chose a strictly Jewish ma-
terial culture, perhaps denoting a
more conservative attitude to reli-
gious belief and concepts of purity
and rejecting ‘Roman’ culture as a
whole.” This led Dark to believe that
Nazareth was “perhaps analogous to
nearby Capernaum or Chorazin in its
facilities and scale, . . . The descrip-
tion in the Gospels of the Nazareth
synagogue (Mark 6:1–6; Matthew
13:54–58; Luke 4:16–30) is exactly
the sort of building we would expect
in an Early Roman provincial ‘small
town.’ Such a small town was also
exactly the sort of place where one
might expect to find a rural crafts-
man—a tekton [a “carpenter”] (Mark
6:3; Matthew 13:55)—like Joseph.”
We know that Jesus the Nazarene
began His trade there. �

a roof or upper story—which other-
wise must have been built of another
material, probably timber. Just inside
the surviving doorway, earlier exca-
vations had revealed part of its orig-
inal chalk floor. Associated finds, in-
cluding cooking pottery and a
spindle whorl, suggested domestic
occupation.”

Dark explained that the walls of this
structure are of a common architec-
tural type used in the construction of
domestic dwellings in “early Roman-
period settlements in the Galilee.” Ar-
chaeologists today identify the beau-
t i ful ly preserved structure as a
“courtyard house.” Dark noted that
the house is well preserved because
the Byzantine and Crusader church-
es that predated the Sisters of
Nazareth Convent had also gone to
great lengths to protect the structure
in the vaulted cellar of their respective
buildings.

A second courtyard house was un-
covered across the street from the
Church of the Annunciation and very
near the Sisters of Nazareth Convent.
This structure, also dating to the time
of Jesus in the first century, was dis-
covered during preparatory work for
construction of the International Mari-
an Center in 2009.

The Rolling Stone Tombs
The courtyard house near the Sis-

ters of Nazareth Convent had one fea-
ture that most definitely was not com-
mon to other first-century Galilean
residences. The forecourt of a tomb,
one of two found in the Sisters of
Nazareth cellar (turned crypt), cut
through what once may have been the
home of Jesus. How was this to be ex-
plained?

Following further investigation, this
explanation was forthcoming from
Dark: “Initially this was confusing, as
Jewish law would not permit burials to
take place near habitations, but the
courtyard house had been abandoned
prior to the installation of the tombs as
evidenced by a period of quarrying.
Both structures [the house and the
tomb] date to the first century A.D. The
[round] rock ‘door’ would be similar to
the stone that covered the entrance to
the tomb of Jesus, which was rolled
away at the resurrection (Mark 16:3;
Matthew 28:2; Luke 24:2; John 20:1).”
Tombs sealed with rolling stones were
typically used until A.D. 70 (Kaiser and
Garrett, gen. eds., “Nazareth” in Ar-
chaeological Study Bible: An Illustrat-

has directed the Nazareth Archaeo-
logical Project, a British undertaking,
since 2006. The Palestine Exploration
Fund and the Late Antiquity Research
Group have sponsored the work there. 

Dark began the report of his team’s
findings at Nazareth with these tanta-
lizing remarks: “What was Nazareth
like when Jesus lived there? The evi-
dence is sparse but intriguing.” Dark
went on to say that “surprising as it
may seem, very little archaeological
work has been done in Nazareth itself.
However, a site within the Sisters of
Nazareth Convent, across the street
from the Church of the Annunciation,
may contain some of the best evi-
dence of the small town that existed
here in Jesus’ time. Although known
since the 1880s, this had never previ-
ously been properly published or even
studied by professional archaeolo-
gists—until the Nazareth Archaeologi-
cal Project began work here” (“Has Je-
sus’ Nazareth House Been Found?”
Biblical Archaeological Review,
www.biblicalarchaeology.org).

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS AT
NAZARETH

The “Courtyard Houses”
Dark’s team began by reevaluating

and reexamining what was already
known about the site. Dark noted that
“it soon became clear that there was
a lengthy chronological sequence of
well-preserved structures and fea-
tures. This included the successive
Crusader and Byzantine churches,
two Early Roman-period tombs, a
phase of small-scale quarrying and,
of particular note, a rectilinear struc-
ture with partly rock-cut and partly
stone-built walls.” The “site within the
Sisters of Nazareth Convent” to
which Dark referred above (the recti-
linear structure) was completely con-
tained within the convent’s vaulted
cellar. 

The archaeologist described the
structure as follows: “It had been
constructed by cutting back a lime-
stone hillside as it sloped toward the
wadi (valley) below, leaving carefully
smoothed freestanding rock walls, to
which stone-built walls were added.
The structure included a series of
rooms. One, with its doorway, sur-
vived to its full height. Another had a
stairway rising adjacent to one of its
walls. A rock overhang had been
carefully retained in one room, its up-
per surface worked to support part of
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THE faces gaze out with mysterious
impassivity. They almost do not

look carved but seem to emerge fluidly
out of the stonework, like a computer-
graphics effect. Was that face there a
moment ago? It was, and it has been
there for hundreds of years, along with
the others—216 in all—gracing the
walls and towers of the Bayon temple at
the ancient Cambodian city of Angkor.

Bayon is just one of the amazing
sights in this colossal complex of tem-
ples, palaces, and other structures of
the long-vanished Khmer Empire. Once
the world’s largest preindustrial metro-
politan area, Angkor (the word means
“city”) today is Cambodia’s premier
tourist attraction as well as the world’s
largest working archaeological site.

Angkor is located just to the north of
the modern city of Siem Reap in west-
central Cambodia. It is both a Cambo-
dian national park and a World Heritage
site. The national park covers a vast
area and contains more than one thou-
sand temples and other structures. Al-
though the entire site is popularly
known as “Angkor Wat,” that term tech-
nically belongs only to its largest and
best-known temple complex (“wat”
means “temple”).

Three main areas can be discerned in
the overall space of Angkor: the temple
and grounds of Angkor Wat proper to
the south, the walled city complex of
Angkor Thom in the center, and sever-
al major temple complexes to the east
and north. Hundreds of smaller temples
and structures are scattered in and be-
yond this area, some of them miles
away. The actual boundaries of Angkor
have never been clearly determined.

How did this enormous city, for cen-
turies overgrown by jungle, come to
be? For people familiar with Cambo-
dia’s recent history, it may be hard to
imagine a dominant civilization once
existing here. At its height, the Khmer
Empire ruled a territory that included
part of today’s Thailand, most of Laos
and Vietnam, and all of Cambodia. Its
founding is dated to A.D. 802, with the
reign of Jayavarman I. For a number of
years, the capital shifted locations, fi-
nally settling at Angkor in 944. 

Temple building began in earnest in
900 and continued for the next sever-
al centuries. Angkor Wat was begun in
1113 under the reign of Surayavar-
man II and took nearly forty years to
complete. The complex was sur-
rounded by a wide, rectangular moat
and featured a long causeway leading
to the temple’s west-facing entrance.

The Khmer Empire reached the pin-
nacle of its power around 1200 with
the reign of Jayavarman VII. He estab-
lished the 3.5 square-mile walled city
of Angkor Thom in the heart of the
capital, just to the north of Angkor
Wat. This area too was surrounded by
a moat, although today not all of it has
water year round. At the center of the
walled city rose the Bayon temple.
Other temples were built at this time
outside the Angkor Thom enclosure,
including Ta Prohm, one of the more
popular sites with visitors today.

Many days (or even weeks) could be
spent exploring all the temples and
other sites found at Angkor. Our group
of eleven missionaries to orphaned
children of Cambodia had one day. We
visited Bayon, Ta Prohm, and Angkor
Wat; the remainder of this article will
follow that order in relating a few im-
pressions of this remarkable place.

The Bayon temple is an impressive
sight even from a distance. As one
heads north on the arrow-straight road
inside Angkor Thom, one of the tem-
ple’s many towers looms through the
gap in the trees. The entrance to
Angkor Thom itself is dramatic. A mas-
sive gate tower guards the entrance to
the walled city. There is one on each
side, the towers echoing those of Bay-
on. The gateway itself is quite narrow,
however. Our minibus had only inches
to spare on either side, but our driver
handled it with aplomb.

The Bayon temple sits at the center
of an expansive open area and is the
hub of much activity, including ele-
phants circling the perimeter with
tourists seated on platforms on their
backs. Rides cost fifteen dollars per
person and are booked up quickly.
Even then, it is still possible to get close
to the animals. They do not mind being
touched, and they especially like to be
fed pineapples (available at fifty cents
apiece), which they devour whole.

The temple interior is accessible to
visitors but requires a fair amount of
climbing, sometimes on old stone
steps and sometimes on wooden
stairs recently installed. A high, central
tower is surrounded by an array of
towers of lesser height. Winding
through narrow corridors and up steps
leads to several upper plazas or court-
yards among the towers. The stone
faces stare down from every direction.

The faces have a placid, faintly be-
nign expression. No one knows defini-
tively who they are supposed to be. One
theory holds that they represent the

Angkor: Monumental Echoes
of a Lost Empire

BY KENNETH A. SPONSLER

One of the many faces in the Bayon Temple
(a second is visible at left)

The roots of a strangler fig tree 
enveloping the stonework at Ta Prohm



time. Efforts to reverse the slide can ul-
timately do no more than slow it down.

The lesson becomes even more pro-
found when one considers what Angkor
once looked like. Archaeologists and
scholars tell us that in its prime, the site
was absolutely spectacular. Gold leaf
covered many of the walls and towers,
colorful banners flew at the summits,
and treasures of all kinds filled the
rooms and spaces of the city. Those
treasures have long since been looted,
and the bare stonework gives little hint
of its former luster.

The works of man crumble, but we
look forward to a city whose splendor
will never fade and whose habitations
will never suffer corruption. Those who
would mourn the diminished glory of
places like Angkor can be encouraged
that we are promised “a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and

maker is God” (Heb. 11:10).
But there is another value for the

present day. Learning about and appre-
ciating a place like Angkor can provide
a potential ground for witnessing to
people of another culture. Cambodians
are justly proud of their heritage as ex-
emplified in Angkor, and a lesson is
there among the stones for visitors of all
backgrounds. Although deterioration is
inevitable, such places of great
grandeur testify to man’s yearning for
the eternal city the Bible speaks of.

Even though built by people who
knew nothing of the true God and were
darkened in their understanding,
Angkor witnesses to the truth that God
has set eternity in all men’s hearts (Ec-
cles. 3:11). Man is not able to find per-
manent satisfaction in the things of
daily life and seeks something bigger
than himself. In many cultures and
eras, this yearning took the form of

The central shrine of Angkor Wat is
topped by five towers that are said to
mirror the five peaks of the mythical
Mount Meru, a divine location in the
Hindu religion. Hinduism prevailed
when this temple was built, but the king-
dom had switched to Buddhism by the
time Bayon and Ta Prohm were begun.
The change in religions does not appear
to have affected the layout or appear-
ance of Angkor Wat, other than the in-
clusion of occasional Buddha statues.

Every wall in the entire complex is
covered with intricate carvings of life in
the kingdom, especially that of royal-
ty, and the guides could spend hours
explaining what they all mean. It is fas-
cinating but can soon lead to sensory
and mental overload. Add to this the
(usually) oppressive heat and humidi-
ty, and it quickly becomes clear that a
trip to Angkor requires more than a lit-
tle stamina!

Such a trip is well
worth it, however—
even for Christians,
who will not find a
direct spiritual con-
nection as they
would, for instance,
on a visit to the bib-
lical sites in Israel or
a tour of the cathe-
drals of Europe.
Angkor represents
a culture that is
alien to Westerners,
one that few of us
know much about.
Gaining a glimpse
into such a culture can be of value in it-
self. It is good to realize the world is a
much bigger (and stranger) place than
our own familiar neighborhoods.

But most Western visitors, including
Christians, are not interested in learning
the intricacies of Khmer history or of the
Hindu or Buddhist worldview. What les-
sons does Angkor have for us? What
can we take away beyond appreciation
for a monumental feat of human engi-
neering and labor that took place over a
span of several hundred years?

One key truth stands out from walk-
ing through a small part of this grand
locale: All of man’s works, no matter
how impressive or colossal, will even-
tually crumble. This truth is unavoid-
able at Angkor, where the crumbling is
plain to see despite superhuman ef-
forts at preservation and restoration. It
is more obvious at some temples,
such as Ta Prohm, but no area has es-
caped the relentless wrecking ball of

king, Jayavarman VII, another that they
depict beings known in Buddhism as
bodhisattvas: selfless, enlightened per-
sonages who guide humanity. The un-
certainty only adds to the mystery.

Heading east out of Angkor Thom
through a mile or more of thick tropi-
cal forest, one arrives at the magnifi-
cent but crumbling temple of Ta
Prohm. Whereas Bayon sits in an ex-
pansive, cleared area, the forest
comes right up to Ta Prohm and in fact
has invaded its interior. The jungle lit-
erally took over this structure. The root
systems of a number of trees envelop
and erode the stonework, providing an
evocative sight not found in any other
historical ruin of this scale.

Two species of trees predominate at
Ta Prohm: the silk-cotton tree and the
strangler fig. Although their roots are
destructive to the continued existence
of the building, the trees have not been
removed, for their presence is a major
part of the temple’s appeal. It is one of
the many balancing acts that those in
charge of preservation at Angkor must
continually perform. (Another is bal-
ancing the damaging crush of tourism
overall against the funds it brings in for
upkeep and continued archaeological
investigation.)

Ta Prohm is a large temple, but it feels
more intimate than Bayon and (espe-
cially) Angkor Wat. Part of this is be-
cause visitors remain on one level; there
is no access to upper stories. Another
factor is the above-noted closeness of
the jungle. There are no expansive
views outward from any part of this
complex. It is closed-in, tight, and a bit
disorienting. It is quite easy to take a
wrong turn and thoroughly lose one’s
bearings in this temple. That too can
carry a certain appeal for some people.

The one site, of course, that every-
one comes to see is the main temple
complex of Angkor Wat. This is the
one that appears on all the travel
brochures and has made the region
world famous. Architecturally, Angkor
Wat is laid out in similar fashion to
many of the other temples, but on a
much grander scale. After crossing the
approximately seven-hundred-foot-
wide moat, visitors pass through a
perimeter building or gallery as they
do at the other sites. This one, howev-
er, is much farther away from the main
structure. Also like the others, the tem-
ple complex itself consists of a series
of galleries and plazas surrounding the
innermost structure. It is good to have
either a map or a guide.

Angkor Wat seen from outside the perimeter moat

(Continued on page 19)
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WHO is really in charge of your life?
Is it you? Are you responsible

for making the primary decisions for
others as well? Do you have control is-
sues? If you can relate to any of the
questions asked, then, hopefully, this
article will be helpful to you.

Being the eldest child of my family and
raised by a single mother, I naturally as-
sumed many responsibilities that I did
not ask for. I soon found myself becom-
ing both a responsible and dependable
person well before I entered high school.
To most people, those are characteris-
tics of an ideal young person. You would
have no arguments from me about that.
In fact, I pray often for my daughters to
adopt those characteristics.

And that is where my control issues
probably began. Growing up as the eld-
er sister, I escorted my younger sister
daily to and from school. I assisted her
with homework. I attempted to make
her behave as my mother instructed
that I should. Being the mischievous lit-
tle one, my sister caused me to try mul-
tiple solutions to get her to behave.
When there was success, I felt on top
of the world. But how did I feel when
she did not respond to my efforts?

How do you feel when you just can-
not seem to get that thing you are work-
ing on to work the way you think it
should be working? What do you do?
Some would suggest that you keep try-
ing until you get it right! But how do you
know when it is right? What is the
measure or standard of rightness?
What happens if it is never right?

A lot of frustrations and worry begin
at the point of no hope. When you al-
low worry, doubt, frustration, and their
“relatives” to creep in, you in essence
have allowed their father (the devil) to
move in and have dominion. How is
that? you may be asking. Maybe you
thought that worry was just a part of
everyday living. Perhaps you think that
stress is a motivation in life.

Be careful—even with a little stress.
Everything good and bad starts off with
a little. We hope that when we exercise
for a little that it will grow into a full rou-
tine of exercising. We plant a small seed
and hope it blossoms into a full-grown
plant, vegetable, or flower. However,

when we begin to plant seeds of worry,
anxiety, and doubt, they can grow too!

A little worry can turn into worrying too
much. A little alcohol, just one cigarette,
another piece of pie, or another half hour
of gaming all can turn into addictions
that may take us years to be delivered
from. So we must be careful of the things
we entertain even for a little while.

HOW DO WE LET GO AND LET GOD?
“Letting go and letting God” is an ex-

pression that needs qualification. We are
not to sit idly by and expect God to work,
but there is truth in trusting Him more than
we allow ourselves to. We need faith.

We must remember that God con-
trols everything, that He will not allow
more than we can handle (I Cor. 10:13),
and that everything we do, we do by
the power of God. With this knowl-
edge, we must remember that God will
not allow us to go through trials with-
out the strength He has determined to
give. We can conquer trials!

Having the mind-set of God assuming
all control of your life may not be as easy
as it sounds, especially when you are
used to thinking you run it all or some of
it. When we have the confidence in God
that is needed, we realize that things will
get done the way God sees as best for
us and on His schedule, not ours. 

That is where things get even more
challenging. So often we want things
immediately. We also think we know
everything, including what is best for
us. But stop and think of all the not-so-
good ideas you have entertained that
seemed like great ideas before you im-
plemented them.

Sneaking out of your parents’ home
while everyone was asleep sounded
like a great idea! However, you did not
count on Dad and Mom waking up to
check on everyone. As you think
about it, you probably have had a lot
of similar ideas that have fallen short!

How about the time when you were in
high school and you thought you would
get to the mailbox for your report card
before your parents? However, your
usual mail carrier had the day off and the
carrier covering his shift came several
hours earlier. And much to your sur-
prise, Mom had the day off too! Even if
the memories I mentioned are not
yours, you too have your own with near-
ly identical outcomes. Those and many,
many more further explain why we are
not the best leaders of our own lives.

When there is a problem, we are to
go to God in prayer and release that
situation to Him. Our prayers do not
have to be complicated with a lot of
fancy words, for our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ takes our prayers and in-
tercedes for us as we pray (Rom. 8:34;
Heb. 7:25). It is really that simple! Now
it is up to us not to pick the problem
back up again. When we begin to wor-
ry or become distraught about a situ-
ation, we have in essence just taken
the problem from God and decided to

Letting Go and Letting God:
Faith for What Life Throws at Us

BY GAIL TAYLOR
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court. Haman devised a plot to elimi-
nate the Jews in the kingdom. Esther’s
cousin Mordecai discovered the plot
and told Esther to go to the king for
help. Even though Esther was the
queen, their relationship was not like
that of husbands and wives today. She
needed to request time to talk to the
king just like any other subject. If she
tried to speak to him without permis-
sion, she would be killed. Mordecai
believed that Esther had become
queen “for such a time as [that]” (Es-
ther 4:14). She was the one who could
alert the king to Haman’s plan. Esther
said that she would stand up for her
people even if it meant her death. By
faith, Esther boldly revealed her her-
itage as a child of God’s people and
stopped wicked Haman’s plan.

A third example would be Joseph
the “dreamer” (Gen. 37:19). He is also
known as the boy with the coat of
many colors given to him by his father,
Jacob. Jacob had many sons, but he
favored Joseph above them all. Ja-
cob’s favoritism brought harm to
Joseph because his envious brothers
sought to get rid of him. In their efforts
to eliminate Joseph, they were unsuc-
cessful. The train of events they start-
ed led from one victory to another in
favor of Joseph! In the end, Joseph
would save the lives of his brothers by
providing food, clothing, and homes to
them and their families during a terri-
ble famine. Joseph trusted God during
very difficult times for him. He believed
God brought good out of the evil done
to him.

We also have Daniel as an example
to learn from and follow. Even though
there was a decree that no one could
worship anyone other than King Darius,
Daniel refused. He continued to get
down on his knees to pray three times
a day to the Lord God. He prayed with
his windows open toward Jerusalem,
not concerned with who might see him.
He trusted God during the peril he was
in, not being sure of God’s plans.

It was not long before King Darius
found out what Daniel was doing. He
was forced by his own decree to send
Daniel to the den of lions. King Darius
then learned a valuable lesson that
day. Because it was the same God
who restored Job, reassured Esther,
and rescued Joseph, that would reit-
erate to the people of that time who
was really in control.

God is ready to validate to you who
really is in control. Let go and trust
Him! �

Another benefit from letting God be
God is the testimony our lives will be to
others. Our lives should be a witness to
truth that many others can read. There
should be something about us that is
different. Others will be watching how
we react or, better yet, how we do not
overreact to the storms in our lives.
When others are drowning in their sor-
rows, they will look to us to find out
how God the Father, Jesus Christ, and
the Spirit are the answer to all the ills of
this sin-cursed world.

GETTING OTHERS TO DRAW NEAR
As stated previously, when others

notice a difference in us, they are more
susceptible to wanting to know what
makes us different. In order for others
to draw near, we have to embody the
answer they are desperately looking
for. People will come to us asking for
our help in a difficult situation. Or we
may offer some assistance to people
in need. A kind remark to a neighbor or
visiting someone’s special event can
be the catalyst to lives being changed.

It does not matter how we reach out.
We should just make sure that we rep-
resent the one true source of hope in
our dying world.

DOES LETTING GO REALLY WORK?
The answer is yes! There are times

when we hear from God immediately
and times when we think our prayers
are not being heard. The journey that
we endure or the wait we experience
can be as important as the outcome.
There is much to be acquired while we
are being processed and prepared for
our blessing, healing, or deliverance.
Those hardships and pain will help us
for the next battle. So gird up!

ACCOUNTS OF THOSE WHO LET GO
Let us take a look at the life of Job.

He was a man who had completely
lost everything but his life on earth.
Job was a righteous man. He demon-
strated this in his actions before, dur-
ing, and after his storms. Even though
many of Job’s friends assumed that he
was being punished for some wrong
he had done, Job listened to their
chastisements and hurtful words with-
out giving in to their way of thinking.
Job continued to place his hope in
God (Job 13:15).

Although Esther was Jewish, she
became the wife of Ahasuerus, the
king of the Medes and the Persians.
Haman was a minister of the king’s

do something about it ourselves. 
When Satan plants scary thoughts or

weariness in our heads (and he will), we
must begin to resist the devil (Jas. 4:7)
and remind him that God is already in
charge of us. We belong to God and
God alone. We are told that Satan will
flee from us. It will be helpful if we are
equipped with Scripture verses or
praise and worship songs, which can
be used as spiritual weapons to rebuke
Satan’s attack at its onset.

Satan is always at work to defeat the
children of God. As believers, we have
to be ready. Because Satan is not om-
niscient, he is not capable of being
everywhere at the same time. We have
twenty-four hours in the day to be
equipped for the next strike! 

Sometimes we have to pray as
though our lives depend on it because,
believe it or not, our very lives really do
depend on a close relationship with
God.

THE BENEFITS OF LETTING GO
There are many benefits to allowing

ourselves to “be careful for nothing”
(Phil. 4:6) and trusting God to take
complete control of our lives. One of
the benefits includes being able to en-
joy our lives the way God intended
them to be. The peace of mind that sur-
passes all understanding talked about
in Philippians 4:7 is not hypothetical or
figurative. We can have peace knowing
that God has us and everything we are
dealing with in the palms of His hands. 

It is good to know that God, our
“Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15), is here to
make sure that everything goes the
way He intended for it to be. That way
we can concentrate more on develop-
ing and nourishing our relationship
with Him. We will enjoy praising and
worshipping Him far more than worry-
ing and fretting.

Nothing good can or will ever come
out of the constant pressure we place
on ourselves from stress. There cer-
tainly are a number of negatives that
hover very closely, though! Many ill-
nesses and diseases are directly con-
nected to stress. 

Praise and worship can lift us up. It
is possible to soon forget all the prob-
lems we have as we focus on the Lord.
We can place them in His hands.

Look at the positive side of things.
Like Paul, we can be more than con-
querors (Rom. 8:37). Paul’s walk with
the Lord is a testament of trusting God
to take control. 
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WE all know what it means to feel
really ashamed. As children,

when we did something wrong and
were caught, we would feel an intense
sense of shame. When our pets do
something wrong, they know that we
are displeased with them. It seems
that they go through something that
externally mimics a sense of shame.
Shame is not something that any of us
wish to experience, but it comes to all
of us at some time.

Sometimes shame comes because
it was provoked by someone else. We
may have disappointed someone else,
especially someone we should have
respected enough not to disappoint.
We have let the person down. At oth-
er times, we feel that there is a sense
that we have disappointed ourselves
and violated our own laws of conduct.
Either way, shame comes from our fail-
ure and disappointment.

The first record of shame in the Bible
occurred very early in the Genesis nar-
rative, where we find God calling to
Adam and Eve after they had eaten the
forbidden fruit. They felt a deep sense of
shame. They knew that they had done
wrong. They also took steps to cover
their nakedness and shame. Sin made
them aware of some things that they did
not know before. Shame therefore
seems to be related in some way with
sin and the violation of the laws of God.
We are all born with an innate sense of
right and wrong (cf. Rom. 2:15).

God had prepared the Garden of
Eden for Adam and Eve and then
placed them there to keep it. Adam
and Eve disappointed God. The sense
of shame on the part of the first hu-
man couple separated them from their
Creator.

Sin and shame will split the best of
relationships, even our relationship
with God. It is important to realize that
guilt often precedes a sense of shame.

This teaches us something about
the deceptive nature of sin itself. Sin
often comes to us in the form of things
that appear to be good and exciting.
But James tells us that “sin, when it is

finished, bringeth forth death” (1:15).
But it seems that today so many have
lost the sense of shame that accom-
panies sin. Many see right and wrong
as relative and not absolute. It is a vi-
cious cycle. With a twisted sense of
right and wrong, there is often no
shame; without shame, a person feels
it is acceptable to do what is wrong—
what the Bible calls sin.

How then can we restore a proper
sense of shame so that we no longer
want to sin? It is important, that we
first know that we have lost this sense
of shame because of several things.

First, there are so many places in the
world that have lost a rich Christian
heritage and biblical moorings. They
have lost their sense of where they
came from. The foundations on which
their cultures were built have been for-
gotten. In America, our forefathers
founded this nation based on biblical
truth and Judeo-Christian ethics. To-
day we seem to have moved slowly
away from that solid biblical founda-
tion, both as a nation and as individu-
als. In fact, it seems to have been such
a gradual move that we do not even re-
alize that we have moved, much like a
glacier on the icy seas.

If we have lost our sense of right and
wrong that our Christian parents in-
stilled in us, then our ideas of what is
right and wrong have now changed.
Isaiah lived in a time like that. He told
his people, “Woe unto them that call
evil good, and good evil; that put dark-
ness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for
bitter” (Isa. 5:20). Does this sound very
much like the times we live in?

What our grandparents thought was
wrong is now often accepted with
barely a shrug of the shoulder as if it
were something normal and to be ex-
pected. We have become numb to the
laws of God. We need to go back to
our foundations and the principles of
the Bible for living so that we bring
back that sense of shame. It could be
our pathway back to God.

Second, we seem to have lost our

fear of God. When there is no fear of
God in our lives, it is easy to stray.
Godly living comes when there is god-
ly leadership. In the days of the judges
in Israel, we read, “In those days there
was no king in Israel, but every man
did that which was right in his own
eyes” (Judg. 17:6). A godly fear of roy-
al leadership would have corrected
that situation. Can we not rightly con-
clude that we have lost our sense of
shame because we have forgotten to
fear God?

In the Bible there are many refer-
ences to “the nations,” which implies
the nations that are outside Israel. Ac-
cording to many of these accounts,
they did not follow the God of Israel,
the only true God. We also find that
every time that God’s own people, the
Israelites, “went a whoring after other
gods” (Judg. 2:17), they forgot the true
God and what He had done for them.
When we forget the things that God
has done for us and live as if He were
nowhere around, we have lost our fear
of God and a proper sense of shame.

The third thing we need to remember
is that the loss of a sensitive conscience
often leads to a lack of shame. This is a
dangerous place to be. A working con-
science is a good thing, for it is a warn-
ing system for us that something is ter-
ribly wrong. When our consciences
stop pricking us, we are in deep trouble,
for then we will feel no shame. And the
more we sin, the more we will get used
to it. Our consciences must be alert and
always in working condition. 

When he wrote to young Timothy,
Paul spoke of false teachers who are
hypocrites, “having their conscience
seared with a hot iron” (I Tim. 4:2). That
conscience is therefore no longer sen-
sitive to the truth of God. A sensitive
conscience serves as a warning light
for us to keep us from going astray and
getting used to falsehood. We can get
comfortable in sin and lose our sense
of shame. The more we use our sens-
es for what is right, the more they are
“exercised to discern both good and
evil” (Heb. 5:14). 

Christian Psychology

Have We Lost Our Sense of Shame?
BY A. KOSHY MUTHALALY, PH.D. 
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When a sinner recognizes his truly lost
condition, wants to change, and turns to
God by faith after confessing his sins, he
discovers what it means to have a new
and beautiful relationship with God
through Christ. God welcomes the sin-
ner into His arms much like the father in
the parable of the prodigal son.

Saul of Tarsus, who became the
Apostle Paul, experienced reconcilia-
tion. In turn, God made him to be an
ambassador for Christ, representing
the Lord to a sinful world with the mes-
sage that forgiveness awaits the re-
pentant sinner. God has removed that
which separated man from his Creator,
but to be effective in a sinner’s life, rec-
onciliation must be accepted by faith.
Not only did Paul receive an ambas-
sadorial commission; all who come to
Christ receive it as well—as did the
disciples (Matt. 28:18-20).

Someone once defined evangelism
as one beggar telling another beggar
where to find bread. An ambassador
for Christ simply directs people to Je-
sus, the Bread of Life. The good news
of what Christ has accomplished is not
to be kept to ourselves for our exclu-
sive benefit. It is to be passed on to
others in need. Hymn writer Mary
Maxwell caught the import of this pas-
sage when she penned, “Channels
only, blessed Master / But with all Thy
wondrous pow’r / Flowing thru us,
Thou canst use us / Every day and
every hour” (“Channels Only”).

Paul’s take on his responsibility is
expressed well in his words “I am
debtor both to the Greeks, and to the
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to
the unwise” (Rom. 1:14) and in his ex-
clamation “Woe is unto me, if I preach
not the gospel!” (I Cor. 9:16).

Have you experienced reconciliation
with God? If not, God, like the prodigal
son’s father, stands ready to greet you
with open arms. Even now He is waiting
and watching—with forgiveness in His
heart—for His erring child to come
home. Nothing but a lack of faith pre-
vents the reunion. �

WE live in a world of change—
weather, seasons, the econo-

my, one’s age, and relations between
nations. Only God Himself is un-
changeable (Mal. 3:6; cf. Heb. 13:8).
The basic idea of the word “reconcili-
ation,” in English as well as in Greek,
is change. To reconcile is to change
something, whether it is numbers in a
checkbook, relationships with people,
or (as in the biblical usage of the term)
one’s relationship with God.

The New Testament Greek word for
“reconciliation” is katallagē, found in
both noun and verb forms and used
only by the Apostle Paul to refer to
man’s relationship to God. A prominent
passage on reconciliation in Paul’s writ-
ings is II Corinthians 5:17-21, which
speaks of reconciliation five times. 

The passage begins with the state-
ment that all who are in Christ Jesus
are new creatures. Upon turning by
faith to Christ, sinners become new
creations of God, and the things of the
old life are past. The new life has
come, and the new life comes with
many changes. Remember, the under-
lying idea of reconciliation is change.
It is not that God needs or needed to
change; man needs to change, and
God has made it possible. God re-
moved the obstacle that prevented
man from having sweet fellowship with
Him, namely sin. That was accom-
plished on the cross, where He made
Christ to “be sin for us” (II Cor. 5:21).

This passage on reconciliation is
very special to those who have re-
ceived the gift of salvation. It reveals
the depth of the love of Christ for man
by declaring His willingness to be
made sin in order that sin would be
judged and paid for at Calvary. The
wonder is, How could a holy and just
God condescend to not only take on
humanity but also to take sin upon
Himself and bear all the blame? As
Charles Wesley wrote, “Amazing love!
How can it be that Thou, my God,
shouldst die for me?” (“And Can It Be
That I Should Gain”).

When we do not use our senses
properly, we can lose our sensitivity to
shame and therefore to what is wrong
as well. This is how Satan deceives us.
So we really have to be careful in this
area if we are to walk as Jesus walked.
As we see recorded in the Gospel ac-
counts, there was never a moment in
Jesus’ life that we find Him ashamed
of anything He said or did. He had no
regrets. But of course that is because
He was sinless!

We must therefore examine our-
selves. Why do we feel shame when
we sin? Is it a good thing for us? It is if
we learn the right lesson from it. We
should not wallow in shame about sin
but rather allow it to lead us to repen-
tance. When we lose our sense of
shame, we will continue in sin and
break the heart of the God who loves
us. Our consciences need to be con-
stantly sharpened so that we are sen-
sitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit
convicting us of sin in our lives.

We need to stand in humility before
God, turning to Him in repentance. We
must bow our heads before Him, ac-
knowledging our sin, and He will re-
store us. Shame is not a bad thing for
the child of God if it turns him back to
his Redeemer. With the psalmist, we
should pray, “Fill [our] faces with
shame; that [we] may seek thy name,
O Lord” (Ps. 83:16). Paul also pro-
claimed, “In nothing I shal l  be
ashamed” (Phil. 1:20) as his earnest
expection and hope. Right and
healthy shame will return us back to
our Maker. �

What’s in a Word?

Reconciliation
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.

building great monuments of power
and substance. The effort may have
been warped by pride and cruel ambi-
tion, but the seed was divinely planted.

The world has many great and won-
derful places, but a far greater and per-
manent home awaits us. Let us allow
the great places of the world to direct
our thoughts (and the thoughts of peo-
ple we meet) to eternal glory and to the
One whose sacrifice allows us to share
in it! �

Angkor: Monumental Echoes of a
Lost Empire

(Continued from page 15)
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THE book of Acts describes some
amazing things. This narrative

about all that the Lord accomplished
through early Christians two thousand
years ago is still used by God today to
instruct and compel His people to-
ward Christlikeness.

The opening chapters of Acts are
certainly no exception to this. In Acts
1 through 2, we find that Jesus re-
ceived and responded to the anxious
questions of His disciples. When they
asked Him to explain when and how
the coming of His kingdom would take
place, He did not provide an answer
but simply instructed them to wait in
Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy
Spirit.

In their time of confusion, the disci-
ples obeyed their Lord and waited in
Jerusalem. Finally, during the Feast of
Pentecost, the Holy Spirit came upon
the apostles. They miraculously spoke
in foreign languages, clearly commu-
nicating the gospel message to the
people gathered for the festival. Jews
representing a multitude of cultures
and people groups heard about the
fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan in
their own language.

The miracle of Pentecost was not
without opposition, however. As the
early apostles proclaimed God’s mes-
sage in miraculous fashion, many in
the crowd declared that the apostles
were drunk. Responding to this accu-
sation, Peter explained that everything
they were witnessing had been proph-
esied in Scripture.

The Holy Spirit worked through 
Peter. Through his preaching of the
gospel, three thousand souls were
saved that day. This is certainly a
happy ending to the Pentecost
episode and serves as a fitting con-
clusion to the birth of the early
church. However, the apparent peace

would last for a relatively short time.
As the apostles continued to minister
and proclaim the gospel, they contin-
ued to meet opposition. Our chosen
text for this article shows how the
Lord once again used His apostles
and what occurred to cause such
confusion and controversy.

THE CONTEXT
Acts 3:1-3. The opening verses give

us some important details regarding
the scenario Peter and John found
themselves in. The first important
piece of information is that they “went
up together into the temple at the hour
of prayer.”

Considering that we are about two
millennia removed from the begin-
nings of the church, it is important to
remember that Christianity grew out of
Judaism. Certainly, many Jews of the
time followed beliefs contrary to the
gospel, but the early apostles never-
theless worshipped God out of their
Jewish customs. We will soon see that
even within the domain of the Jewish
temple, the gospel of Christ would be
strongly proclaimed.

The text continues to set the context
by directing the reader’s special atten-
tion to a particular lame man. This man
was lame from birth, so he had to be
carried by others to the Beautiful Gate,
a prominent, public place on the tem-
ple grounds. 

Many of us enjoy good health and
have the ability to walk. Imagine what
it would be like to never have walked
in your life and have to watch everyone
else around you move so easily from
place to place. This man was depend-
ent on others for his daily needs, and
most of his help came from what little
money he received from others while
begging at the temple. And who
should be within earshot of his cries

but Peter and John! Indeed, what bet-
ter avenue for God’s grace to miracu-
lously shine forth!

THE MESSAGE
Acts 3:4-6. Peter and John heard

the call of the lame man and respond-
ed. No doubt the miraculous events of
Pentecost were fresh in their minds,
and they knew that the Lord was go-
ing to accomplish similar things
through them. Moreover, the Holy
Spirit was certainly guiding them as
they sought to be witnesses for Christ.

The apostles answered the beg-
gar’s plea in an unexpected fashion.
Rather than offer silver or gold and
satisfy a temporary monetary need,
Peter and John sought to give the
man something eternally satisfying.

Of special note is the dramatic tone
of Acts 3:4. Peter was staring intently
at the lame beggar, and the beggar
was desperately hoping for some kind
of money or anything that would help
him through just one more seemingly
endless day of misery. It is a sobering
picture of the lame man’s need.

Acts 3:6 describes Peter’s crucial
response. “Silver and gold have I
none; but such as I have give I thee: In
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth
rise up and walk.” Such is the value of
the gospel message. Certainly, Peter’s
actual explanation of the gospel would
come later (as we find in the remainder
of Acts 3), but Jesus’ name was in-
voked and shown to be infinitely
greater than silver or gold.

In our preaching and teaching of
Scripture, we should consider Jesus
Christ and His Person far greater than
any wealth. Likewise, in our daily lives,
we should consider our Christian identi-
ty something not worthy of compromise.
May we share Peter and John’s reliance
on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Sermon

Post-Pentecost Witnessing: 
Acts 3:1-10

BY J.A. LITTLER, M.DIV.
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events of the Protestant Reformation.
And even in modern times, some pas-
tors compromised plain interpretation
of Scripture in order to retain wealthy
tithers who are sensitive to particular
teachings of the Bible.

On a smaller scale, the believer is of-
ten forced to decide between conven-
ience and Scripture. What if she knows
I’m a Christian? What if he finds out I
don’t agree about that issue? Such are
worries that many followers of Christ
are faced with every day. Make it a point
to hold fast to the teachings of Scrip-
ture. Titus was to instruct the elders of
Crete, “holding fast the faithful word as
he [had] been taught” (Titus 1:9).

However, be sure that the firm com-
munication of truth is accompanied by
love. Scripture is communicated most
accurately when an attitude of com-
passion, not self-righteousness, is
present. We are to “speak the truth in
love” and “grow up into him in all
things which is the head, even Christ”
(Eph. 4:15).
Remember that God can display His

wonder to anybody. No one is outside
the reach of God’s saving hand. From
a human standpoint, the Jews who
witnessed the lame man’s healing may
have seemed cold to the gospel mes-
sage. However, the Lord knew exactly
what they needed in order to respond
to Him. Their hearts were brought to
the point of wonder and amazement
because of His working through Peter
and John. 

Likewise, you may have a neighbor
or two or some family members who
seem impossibly far from trusting
Christ as Saviour. Perhaps they ap-
pear so enslaved to the power of sin
that the light of the gospel may never
pierce their hearts. Have you given up
on them? In light of Acts, we must not
lose faith in the saving power of the
Holy Spirit. It would be a shame to
stop asking people to examine the
gospel even if they appear so removed
from saving grace. Like Peter and
John, boldly yet humbly step forward
with full faith in the Lord to fulfill the
task of being His witness.

Being a witness for Christ is never
an easy task. And while we may not
see the miracles of lame men being
healed, we still bear the message of
the gospel—a message of the Lord
who miraculously transforms hearts
and saves even the vilest sinner. May
we ever rejoice in our noble Christian
calling. �

can and will use desperate people in
desperate situations to accomplish
His perfect plans. As we see in the first
three verses of our text, the lame man
had experienced his share of pain,
agony, and poverty from the time he
was born. These are the very situa-
tions through which God manifests
His glory and the power of the gospel!

In considering our need to have faith
in God despite our (or others’) circum-
stances, we must be careful not to im-
mediately connect physical ailments or
difficult circumstances to personal sin.
The disciples made this crucial mistake
when they assumed that either a blind
man or his parents must have sinned in
order for God to withhold his sight even
from birth (John 9:2). Jesus corrected
them by explaining God’s true purpose:
“Neither hath this man sinned, nor his
parents: but that the works of God
should be made manifest in him” (vs. 3).

In other words, God allowed both
the blind man in John and the lame
man in Acts to suffer horrible physical
ailments so that they might be chan-
nels of His glory in ways that they
could not have been if they were
healthy. So, as you ponder your own
physical limitations or those of others,
never discount what God can accom-
plish to glorify Himself and point oth-
ers to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Your faith may be tested by the tri-
als that physical limitations bring, but
seek God for ways that you can wor-
ship and glorify Him in the struggle.
The Lord does not promise a miracle
like the one the lame man experi-
enced, but He does promise to never
leave you (Ps. 23:1-2; Heb. 13:5) and
to glorify Himself through you (Matt.
5:16; II Cor. 5:15).
Never trade Jesus Christ for money.

Acts 3:6 shows Peter admitting that he
had no silver or gold to give the beg-
gar. Rather, he had only the name of
Jesus Christ and what that provides.
For the lame man, that meant a mirac-
ulous healing, and for everyone in at-
tendance, it meant a display of the
Lord’s power to heal ailments and to
save souls (vss. 11-26).

While the value of the gospel and
the Person of Jesus Christ may seem
obvious, it is very easy to put physical
wealth in front of gospel truth. Sadly,
there are many who have done so
throughout history. Large, ornate
cathedrals cast a shadow over the im-
poverished peoples of the Middle
Ages, culminating, in part, in the

THE MIRACLE
Acts 3:7-10. Perhaps the beggar

was hesitant to believe what he was
hearing. Any doubt he had was gone
when his legs started to have strength
for the first time in his entire life. He did
not hesitate to enjoy his newfound
strength, for he leaped about and
praised God for the miracle.

Scripture paints a very vivid picture
of the man’s restoration and shows the
amazing contrast between his lame,
destitute state and his vibrant, healthy
state. This is a small glimpse of the
saving work of Jesus Christ. And while
the gospel was not yet formally pre-
sented to the curious onlookers, the
miracle would be the perfect precursor
to such a sermon.

The significance of the miracle is fur-
ther explained in the beginning of Acts
3:10. “They knew that it was he which
sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the
temple.” The Lord led Peter and John
to just the right person, just the right
recipent for a miracle that would
amaze the greatest number of people.
This lame man was essentially a local
celebrity, known to all the people who
frequented the temple as that one who
was always begging at the Beautiful
Gate.

With that kind of reputation, there
would be no mistaking the miraculous
elements of what took place. No citi-
zen of Jerusalem could claim that a
charlatan was in their midst or that the
apostles had staged some sort of
hoax. For decades, this man had been
lame, begging for change from
passersby, and only a miracle could
bring him out of such a state.

And what a timely miracle it was! It
came just after the divine events of Pen-
tecost and the birth of the church and
mere months after the earthly ministry of
Jesus Christ. With these events fresh in
their minds, the Jews who were faithful
in their temple attendance but ignorant
of their Messiah received quite a wake-
up call! The crowd responded with
“wonder and amazement” (Acts 3:10).
Their hearts were sensitive and com-
pletely ripe for the gospel message.

APPLICATION
Some important points of applica-

tion can be made as we examine the
opening verses of Acts 3. Each section
gives us at least one important way we
can exercise the principles of the text.
Do not let circumstances overshad-

ow God’s power and plan. The Lord
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THE prayer we will focus on is short;
it is seven words in our English

translation, and those seven words
translate only four Hebrew words. This
prayer ends the biblical book of Ne-
hemiah: “Remember me, O my God,
for good” (13:31). Two prayers earlier
in the chapter are similar (vss. 14, 22).

From the beginning of the book of
Nehemiah, it is obvious that Nehemi-
ah was a man of prayer. He prayed
reasonably long prayers, and he
prayed short prayers. A prayer in 2:4 is
unrecorded but must have been very
short and likely inaudible. Nehemiah
assumed that God was everywhere
and accessible to Him, and he prayed
as the circumstances warranted. In
that, he is an example to us.

The prayer before us is not the ex-
pression of great theological concepts.
It does not follow the formulas often
presented as models for prayer. This
prayer might cause us to wonder about
Nehemiah—perhaps he was not very
spiritual because he seemed to be
seeking rewards. But he was nowhere
reprimanded for praying as he did, so
we must assume that his prayer was
worthy. Even Hebrews 11:6 reminds us
that any person of faith believes that
God rewards those who seek Him. We
may come to appreciate this prayer
when we understand it to be a petition
spoken out of a disappointed heart.

We do not know how close Nehemi-
ah was to the end of his life as we get to
Nehemiah 13, but his great project of re-
building the walls of Jerusalem had been
finished. As governor he also had other
responsibilities, and he had executed
them faithfully. Though rebuilding the
walls was a huge undertaking, he obvi-
ously cared about his Jewish brethren
who lived there; he was interested in
more than just physical infrastructure.

The events recorded in Nehemiah
13 addressed several situations that
needed correction. Nehemiah had re-
turned for a time to the Persian court,
and while he was gone the people be-
gan to go astray from some of God’s
laws. After his return, he needed to
bring reforms to correct temple usage

and provision, to honor the Sabbath as
God had commanded, and to stop for-
bidden marriages. Almost any man of
God would have been disappointed
and discouraged to observe people
refusing to obey the laws of God.

A priest was allowing the temple to be
given over to perverted uses. Correct-
ing this required an eviction that would
not be politically popular, but it would al-
low the utensils and supplies to be
properly stored. The people were not
bringing their tithes, which would have
provisioned the Levites and the singers;
so they were not free to fulfill their serv-
ice at the temple. To correct that would
cost the worshippers some of what they
had been holding back for themselves.

Further, people had begun working
and conducting business on the Sab-
bath Day. To correct that would require
giving up one day a week in which to
work and make a profit.

And finally, against God’s directives,
men had been marrying foreign
women. As a result, their children were
learning languages other than He-
brew, the language of the Jews and of
the Mosaic Law. To correct this re-
quired opposing people in matters of
the heart and redirecting their desires.

Nehemiah had done what was right
as governor; that is, he had done what
God required. His reforms had proba-
bly not been popular, since they were
designed to stop what many people
wished to do. His people were not ap-
plauding him for the changes he insti-
tuted. His desire was that the people
would embrace the law of God and
continue in it. An outsider could ques-
tion whether he had instituted any last-
ing changes, but he had been faithful
to God.

It is normal to look back and wonder
about what one has accomplished.
Sometimes it is not easy to tell. Ne-
hemiah surely wanted his life to be
worthwhile, but if his people were al-
lowed to judge, their opinions on the
outcome would have been question-
able. So he did not commit his legacy
to them but rather to God. If God es-
teemed his life and his efforts, there

would be appropriate reward.
It is truly proper to leave the matter of

legacy with God. We are often not treat-
ed fairly by others. We are sometimes
overlooked. We are sometimes opposed
and defeated when all we truly wanted
was what God instructed. Nehemiah
could say with the psalmist, “I am small
and despised: yet do not I forget thy pre-
cepts” (Ps. 119:141). He could also ap-
preciate that the Lord would reward him
appropriately because he labored for the
Lord more than the others who criticized
him did. As Jesus would later say, “But
many that are first shall be last; and the
last first” (Mark 10:31).

Perhaps you wonder about your
legacy. It really is an exercise of faith
to follow the example of Nehemiah.
You may not receive the credit due to
you in this life. You should not insist on
that, for God knows your service and
will reward you perfectly regardless of
other people’s appreciation. “For God
is not unrighteous to forget your work
and labour of love, which ye have
shewed toward his name, in that ye
have ministered to the saints, and do
minister” (Heb. 6:10). Nehemiah was
right to pray as he did, and you would
do well to join him in that act of faith.

When the president of the United
States wins a second term, there is of-
ten public discussion of his legacy. The
pundits often evaluate his decisions as
though he made them for the sake of his
legacy. As they approach later years,
most people may consider the question
of whether their lives made a difference.
People wonder, What is my legacy?
Have I been instrumental in changing
lives? Have I built lasting monuments? If
they built material monuments, they
may be temporarily grand, but they will
someday be burned up. 

We would like to answer affirmatively
to all those questions. But sometimes we
are not so sure. Some people make pro-
fessions that later seem to be false. Oth-
ers affirm Bible teaching only to give evi-
dence of still embracing unbiblical
viewpoints after many years under a min-
istry. In the end, each person needs to
present to God a pure, godly legacy. �

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

The Legacy Prayer
BY ARLIE D. RAUCH
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also were reacting against the extrav-
agant views on angels that the Jews
had developed after the Captivity.
They probably would have interpreted
any reference to angels in the Torah as
divine appearances.

As for the Sadducees’ relationship
with Jesus, they probably paid little at-
tention to Him at first, thinking of Him
as a harmless fanatic. Indeed, they may
have rejoiced at His denunciations of
their rivals, the Pharisees. However, in
the later stages of His ministry, espe-
cially around Jerusalem, they opposed
Him actively, joining forces with the
Pharisees (cf. John 7:32).

They were angered by Jesus’ cleans-
ing of the temple, which they held to be
under their authority (Matt. 21:12-15,
23). His messianic claims especially
alarmed them, for those claims threat-
ened the political status quo. It was this
fear that led Caiaphas to declare that it
was better for Jesus to die than for the
Romans to destroy their nation (John
11:49-53, 57; cf. Matt. 26:3-4; John
19:14-15).

The Sadducees sought to trap Jesus
with a question involving the resurrection
(Matt. 22:23-33), and when Lazarus was
actually raised, they tried to eradicate the
evidence by seeking to kill him (John
12:10). The chief priests also bribed the
Roman guards to lie concerning Jesus’
resurrection (Matt. 28:11-15). They later
incarcerated the apostles when they
taught Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 4:1-3;
cf. 5:17-18) and would have killed them
had not Gamaliel, a Pharisee, intervened
(vss. 33-39).

The Sadducees continued to op-
pose the early church, as evidenced
by Paul’s encounters with them in the
Sanhedrin (Acts 23:1-10; 24:1). While
we know some Pharisees eventually
became Christians (15:5), it is note-
worthy that there is no record of any
Sadducees ever being converted.

The leaven of the Sadducees was a
pernicious blend of political ambition,
materialistic values, religious pretense,
and humanistic ideas. The disciples
were well advised to beware of it, and
we also need to guard ourselves from
its modern counterparts. �

Pharisees, tested Jesus by asking for a
sign from heaven, He said they were
part of “a wicked and adulterous gen-
eration” (16:1-4). He then warned His
disciples of the Sadducees’ and the
Pharisees’ “leaven” (vs. 6), which He
later explained as their doctrine (vs. 12).

What, then, was the doctrine of the
Sadducees? It was distinguished from
the beliefs of the Pharisees. One dif-
ference was their understanding of re-
ligious authority. Whereas the Phar-
isees appealed to a massive body of
oral tradition in addition to the Law, the
Sadducees believed the written Law
alone was binding for belief and be-
havior. This was revealed in their dis-
tinct beliefs concerning legal matters,
sacrifice, and purification.

Strict adherence to the Torah did not
make them devout people, however.
In their outlook, they were humanistic,
materialistic, and politically motivated.
While strict in rituals, the Sadducees
allowed themselves considerable lati-
tude in the application of the Law to
personal life. They were willing to
compromise with the Greco-Roman
environment that surrounded them in
order to retain their prominent status.

Another characteristic of Sad-
ducean beliefs was a strong emphasis
on human free will. Whereas the other
sects of Judaism (Pharisees and Es-
senes) stressed divine sovereignty
over human affairs, the Sadducees
believed God never intervened in
them. Men were masters of their own
destinies, and it was their will alone
that brought about good or evil.

New Testament Scripture also reveals
that the Sadducees rejected bodily res-
urrection (Matt. 22:23). Josephus went
farther and claimed that they also de-
nied personal immortality and future ret-
ribution for human deeds. They be-
lieved one’s soul died along with the
body. It is possible that they denied the
resurrection because the Torah makes
no specific reference to it, but it is more
likely because of their rationalist, anti-
supernatural, and worldly tendencies.

The same can be said concerning
their denial of the existence of angels
and spirits (Acts 23:8). Perhaps they

MANY persons and groups seldom
mentioned in Scripture have

had important roles in biblical history.
One such group was the religious par-
ty of Jesus’ day known as the Sad-
ducees. Their name occurs only about
a dozen times in the Gospels and
Acts, yet their impact on Jesus and
the early church was substantial.

The chief sources of information
about the Sadducees are the New 
Testament, the writings of the Jewish
historian Josephus, and the Jewish Tal-
mud. Since the Talmud was compiled
only after this group ceased to exist, the
New Testament writers and Josephus
are the only sources who had firsthand
knowledge of the Sadducees.

How they received their name re-
mains an open question. Some believe
it came from a man named Zadok,
while others think they derived it from
the Hebrew word for “righteous.” Their
exact time of origin also is unknown, al-
though it was certainly during the cen-
turies between the Testaments.

The Sadducees apparently began as
a political faction in the second century
B.C. They were aristocratic, priestly, and
Hellenistic (pro-Greek). At first they ad-
vocated an independent Jewish state
with a temple to unify it, but the Roman
takeover in 64 B.C. made independence
impossible. So they instead courted the
favor of Rome and its Herodian puppets
and focused on protecting temple wor-
ship from foreign control.

By Jesus’ time, the Sadducees were
the high priestly class who controlled the
details of temple worship. Even though
they are not often mentioned by name,
their class is implied whenever the chief
priests are mentioned. They were a
smaller faction than the Pharisees and
did not enjoy popular favor. But their
power over the temple more than com-
pensated for these lacks. They sat in the
Sanhedrin along with the Pharisees, and
the high priest presided over things.

The Gospel writers portray them in a
uniformly unfavorable light. Some Sad-
ducees came to observe John’s bap-
tism (probably out of curiosity) and
were condemned by him as “vipers”
(Matt. 3:7). When they, along with the

The Life and Times of Jesus

The Leaven of the Sadducees
BY ROBERT E. WENGER, PH.D.
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PSALMS are a collection of songs
set to the accompaniment of

stringed instruments that ultimately be-
came Israel’s hymn book. These songs
are very personal responses to the Per-
son and work of God. They were written
and compiled over a span of almost one
thousand years, from approximately
1410 B.C. to 430 B.C. Their authors in-
clude Moses, Solomon, Asaph, the
sons of Korah, Heman, and Ethan.

But the most prolific composer of the
Psalms was David, who wrote seventy-
three of the one hundred fifty psalms
that are preserved in Scripture. David
was the youngest of the sons of Jesse
(I Sam. 16:10; I Chron. 2:13-14). God
took him from the field as a lowly shep-
herd boy and made him Israel’s second
king (II Sam. 7:8), for he was a man af-
ter God’s own heart (I Sam. 13:14). King
David became the standard by which all
of Israel’s subsequent kings were meas-
ured (II Chron. 29:2; 34:2).

Yet David was far from perfect. As
king, he committed adultery with Bath-
sheba, the wife of Uriah the Hittite,
while her husband was away at war.
When she became pregnant, he sought
to cover his sin by having Uriah come
home from the battlefield to be with
Bath-sheba so that others would think
that the child was his. And when Uriah
refused to sleep with his wife while his
comrades were out in the open field,
David arranged for him to be placed
where the battle was the fiercest and to
be left alone to be killed.

Psalm 32 is an expression of David’s
sorrow over his sin and the blessing of
experiencing God’s forgiveness for
that sin. We do not know whether the
incident with Bath-sheba is the back-
ground for this psalm or not, but the
process of confession, repentance,
and restoration after sin is the same,
regardless of the transgression. 

David described that process in
Psalm 32. The psalm can be divided into
five sections: the blessing of forgiveness
(vss. 1-2), the lesson from experience
(vss. 3-5), the summons to pray (vss. 6-

7), the lesson from wisdom (vss. 8-10),
and concluding praise (vs. 11). 
The blessing of forgiveness (Ps. 32:1-

2). The opening verses lay down this
general principle: Blessed is the man
whose wrongdoings are forgiven by the
Lord. Three different words are used to
refer to such offenses, though all three
are close in meaning. “Transgression”
is an act of rebellion or disloyalty. “Sin”
carries the idea of missing the mark—
often intentionally—of God’s revealed
will. “Iniquity” is a crooked, twisted, dis-
torted, or wrong act, often associated
with a conscious intent to do wrong.
God graciously pardons all of these
when a person has a spirit of true con-
fession and repentance, rather than a
spirit of deceit that denies his guilt. In
this context, “blessed” refers to the re-
lief from guilt that comes about through
such forgiveness and the spiritual vital-
ity that results from it. Paul quoted
these verses in Romans 4:7-8 to illus-
trate his argument that justification be-
fore God, which includes forgiveness of
sins, is by faith and apart from any
works of merit.
The lesson from experience (Ps.

32:3-5). David now moved from the
general principle to his own experience
that illustrated that principle. When he
refused to acknowledge and confess
his sin, he suffered bodily conse-
quences. God was opposed to him be-
cause of his rebellion, and the anguish
of his suffering was felt in his bones and
lack of inner strength. His vitality, nor-
mally like springs of water within him,
was now like a drought in summertime.
As a result, David acknowledged his
sin, confessed it to God, and received
the blessing of forgiveness.

Man is made up of distinct parts—
body and soul—but the two are vitally
connected. Poor spiritual health due to
unconfessed sin will lead to poor physi-
cal health and a loss of vitality. But such
a condition can lead us to take correc-
tive action, to acknowledge our guilt be-
fore God, and to be spiritually revitalized.

The summons to pray (Ps. 32:6-7). In
these verses David reminded the godly
that the means for turning to God is by
prayer. Regardless of whether the ad-
versity is a consequence of sin or from
another cause, God is always there for
those who seek Him. He delivers His
own from trouble, even when that trou-
ble is like surrounding floodwaters. The
Lord turns feelings of despair into
songs of deliverance and delight for
those who seek and trust in Him.
The lesson from wisdom (Ps. 32:8-

10). In verse 8 the speaker shifted from
David to the Lord. Through three syn-
onymous verbs (“instruct,” “teach,” and
“guide”), God emphatically promised
divine guidance and protection to those
who are His children. He expanded on
this promise with an illustration from the
animal kingdom. We must not be like
horses or mules, which are powerful an-
imals with limited intelligence that must
be controlled by bridles attached to bits
in their mouths. God has given man
more intelligence and more freedom
than these animals, but the wise man
still must choose righteousness over
wickedness of his own accord.

Like so many verses of wisdom in
Proverbs, Psalm 32:10 contrasts the
outcome of the way of the wicked with
the way of the righteous. The wicked
man will be opposed by the Lord and
bring multiple woes on himself, but the
one who trusts in the Lord will be sur-
rounded by His unfailing lovingkind-
ness and blessing.
Concluding praise (Ps. 32:11). The

psalm ends with a command to “be
glad in the Lord, and rejoice.” This ex-
hortation does not call for a contrived
effort to be happy when one does not
feel that way. Rather, the godly man
who is mindful of the benefits that
have been enumerated in this psalm—
forgiveness, protection, and guidance
from the Lord—will rejoice in the Lord.
Such benefits do not come to every-
one but are limited to the “righteous”
who are “upright in heart.” These de-
scriptions parallel those in verse 2,
where the Lord’s blessing comes on
those “in whose spirit there is no
guile.”

What a comfort to know that even
when we sin, we are blessed through
God’s forgiveness! We need not contin-
ue in adversity as the wicked do. When
we confess and turn from our sin, God
forgives and restores us. He protects
and guides us as His children, and our
sorrow is turned into joy. �

Meditations in Psalms

Psalm 32
BY FRANK PASS
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who did sin, this man, or his parents,
that he was born blind?” (John 9:2). 

Why, then, do we suffer? The Bible
answers that question in four broad
categories. As you think about these,
carefully evaluate your own heart to
see how God may be working in you
to conform you into the image of His
Son, Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:28-29).

First, people suffer because we live in
a sin-cursed world (Gen. 3:17-19; Rom.
8:18-32), and some suffering is only be-
cause of that. Illnesses can strike us
down because of the general effects of
sin on all mankind (Rom. 8:22). Because
we live in a sin-cursed world, disasters
such as earthquakes and hurricanes oc-
cur. These cause us pain and sadness
(Luke 13:1-5). The world is not in the per-
fect condition it was before sin entered it.

We can also face troubles in this sin-
cursed world because we commit per-
sonal sin. When a Christian wanders
away from God, our Heavenly Father
will correct him (Heb. 12:5-11; cf. I Cor.
11:30). He does this to bring the wan-
dering Christian back to Him. And the
reverse can also be true. God also per-
mits suffering to keep us from sin and

Q. Is God angry with me when some-
thing bad happens in my life? And
does He hate me when the suffering I
am going through will not go away?
A. Without knowing your exact circum-
stances, let us look in the Bible to an-
swer your questions. You have asked
the same type of questions that Job
asked in the Old Testament. Job was
suffering terribly. His three friends
claimed that he was suffering because
he had committed some sin and that
God was angry with him. What they es-
sentially were saying was that good
people always receive physical bless-
ings and wicked people always out-
wardly suffer. This was a misreading of
the “Retribution Principle.” 

Jewish people widely believed this in
ancient times and even in Jesus’ day. It
is true, of course, that God pronounced
either blessings or curses on Israel de-
pending on their obedience or disobe-
dience (Deut. 28:1-68). King David
wrote, “For evildoers shall be cut off: but
those that wait upon the Lord, they shall
inherit the earth” (Ps. 37:9). So, when
Jesus’ disciples saw a man who was
born blind, they asked Him, “Master,

Little Jennie has no dolly—
I’ve a good supply;

What would I expect of Jennie,
Had she more than I?

It is certain I’d be hoping
She would share with me;

Should I then not share with Jennie?
Can I selfish be?

Jesus shares with us His glory,
And His riches, too;

Even now, whate’er we ask Him,
For us He will do.

Should we not be also willing
All our gifts to share

With the many poor and needy—
Things to eat and wear? �

—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.

Bible Bookmark
God and Suffering

BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET

wandering from Him (II Cor. 12:1-10).
We can grow in faith in God when we
are tested and then become stronger
to avoid sin and the suffering it brings.

Still another reason we face suffering in
this sin-cursed world is that one person’s
disobedience to God can detrimentally
affect the lives of others who did not dis-
obey God (Josh. 7:1-5; Jas. 5:1-6).

The second broad category that ex-
plains suffering says that it is part of
God’s plan for people’s lives. His plan
may be to use your suffering as a tes-
timony for Christ, just as he used the
man who was born blind (John 9:1-41).
God may even use illness and death to
make your faith pure as gold (Jas. 1:2-
3; I Pet. 1:6-7). Further, suffering may
come because we are identified with
Christ; as He suffered, so His followers
will suffer (John 15:20; Acts 5:41). God
may also permit His children to suffer
so we can comfort others who are also
suffering (II Cor. 1:3-7).

The third category is that people suf-
fer to learn God’s character. In suffering,
we first learn humility. We learn that we
are not to question the ways of God (Isa.
55:8), which is what Job learned (Job
42:1-3). Next, suffering also enables us
to learn the character of God’s Word
(Ps. 119:67, 71-72). Finally, suffering
leads us to trust our faithful Creator, no
matter what occurs (I Pet. 4:12-19).

The final broad category that ex-
plains suffering is that through it, we
are made ready for our future. First,
Scripture declares that future exalta-
tion requires present pain (Rom. 8:16-
17; I Pet. 5:10). Second, heaven more
than compensates for the suffering we
currently endure compared to eternal
glory with God (II Cor. 4:16—5:10).

Why, then, are you suffering? There
are no quick and easy answers in times
of trial and suffering. Evaluate your
heart and life. Do you have a personal
relationship with our loving Lord? Have
you asked Jesus to be your Lord and
Saviour? If not, do so today. If you do,
then evaluate your relationship with
Him versus what is occurring in your
life. Then compare it with what God’s
Word says about suffering. Ask God to
enlighten you and to draw you closer
to Him through your pain. He is always
faithful. In every case of suffering, there
is an opportunity for you to display
God’s work in your life.

When you wonder whether God hates
you, read what the Bible says about
Him. First John 4:8 says that “God is
love.” God loves us so much that He

About Sharing

(Continued on page 33)
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IN 1996, Dona Fisher accepted a call
to lead the Lancaster County 

National Day of Prayer in Pennsylva-
nia. This day of prayer, held nation-
wide the first Thursday of May, calls
God’s people to be unified in prayer for
our cities, counties, states, and nation.
Dona has been the chairperson in Lan-
caster County for the past twenty
years.

“I had been praying about how I
could be a witness in my community
and just thinking of how I could be a
testimony to the Lord. Then I got a call
from Shirley Dobson (wife of Dr. Jim
Dobson and chairperson of the 
National Day of Prayer) asking me to
prayerfully consider leading a Day of
Prayer in Lancaster County.”

At first, Dona did not make a connec-
tion between what she had prayed
about and this request. So when she
came before the Lord and asked Him
about becoming the leader of the local
event, she remembers, “What God gave
me was certainly not the answer I was
looking for. In fact, when I look back to
when Shirley first asked me, I remember
thinking without hesitation, No! I really
had no interest in getting involved. But
Shirley was not taking no for an an-
swer.” A few months later, Shirley con-
tacted Dona again and invited her to the
NDP prayer conference. She chal-
lenged Dona, “Who in your town is
pulling people together in prayer?”

Since Dona likes clear-cut answers,
she again went to the Lord in prayer,
asking whether this was really His call to
her. The Lord led her to Ezekiel 2:3-7. As
Dona substituted the Israelite people
with the people of her city, the verses
jumped off the page: “I send thee to the
[city of Lancaster], to a rebellious [peo-
ple] that hath rebelled against me: . . .
thou shalt say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord God. . . . be not afraid of them, . . .
thou shalt speak my words unto them.”

In addition to that confirmation,
there was a knock at Dona’s door. Two
women from the prayer conference,
both strangers, said that the Lord had
led them to Dona’s house and that
they were to pray over her. “The Spirit

of God was so rich and present,” Dona
recalls. Dona has learned the impor-
tance of asking, seeking, and knock-
ing. Those bring the biggest blessings.
Those fulfill all the quests of life.

So where did she begin? She had
asked for an opportunity to witness,
so she sought a way to spread her vi-
sion for a prayer event. She invited
people to a luncheon. Dona was sur-
prised when almost all the invitees
showed up. She shared her vision, and
at the end of the meal, twenty-five
people agreed to use their gifts and
talents. A task force was formed. It is
a blessing for Dona that most of those
same people still serve on the task
force today. She had had to come be-
fore God and be willing to ask, to seek,
and to knock. God had done the rest.

In May 1996, hundreds of people
gathered together for the first 
Lancaster County National
Day of Prayer event. At
noon, they met at the
Brunswick Mall in beautiful
downtown Lancaster. To-
day the event has grown to
be one of the largest prayer
gatherings in the United
States. In addition to
prayers for our nation, par-
ticipants pray for those who
guide the city—policemen,
drug law enforcement offi-
cers, lawyers, and judges.
They go before God’s
throne and praise Him for
answers to prayer.

“I am fortunate to work
closely with two local Chris-
tian radio stations who are
excited about promoting the
National Day of Prayer to their
listeners each year,” said
Dona. “Together, as a team,
our task force seeks the Lord
about every detail of the
event. It is wonderful to have
dedicated business leaders
join together in committing
the day to the Lord.” 

The venues for the prayer
event have changed over

the years. There have been prayer tents
at Long’s Park representing the media,
education, the church, family, the gov-
ernment, the marketplace, and the arts.
There are also Bible reading marathons
and evening prayer concerts and cele-
brations. Tents have been added for the
purpose of teaching children how to
pray by using activities related to
prayer. For a few years, the event was
held at Lancaster Bible College. Well-
known speakers, musicians, and a
community choir have been added to
the evening program.

Most recently, the Lancaster, Penn-
sylvania National Day of Prayer event
has found a new home at WJTL’s (90.3
FM) Junction Center in Manheim,
Pennsylvania. The evening of many
people united in prayer and praise is a
pleasure to experience. The largest
community gathering had around sev-
enteen thousand people.

While the venues have changed,
“God’s mission has not changed over
the years. He is still the same and creat-
ed us to worship Him. God moves in His
fullness of time. It usually depends on
our relationship with Him. Being im-
mersed in Scriptures, living repented,
humble lives with conviction, and falling

Testimonies of Faith

Bringing People Together in Prayer
BY KATHY SCOTT

Dona Fisher
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women and children weekly. Con-
certs, inspirational speakers at lunch-
eons, and dinner parties and seminars
touch individuals and couples from all
walks of life. Child care is provided.

When the ministry first began, Dona
was ecstatic when fifteen women—no
two from the same church—saw an
advertisement in the newspaper and
attended the first meeting. Years later,
two hundred thirty attend at two sites.
There are approximately eighty
churches represented.

“It’s exciting. This is what heaven
will be like with a blend of different
churches,” Dona says. “There is a uni-
ty—one body, one spirit, one mind; it’s
awesome.”

Although there are differences in
doctrine, there are no controversial
subjects discussed in the Bible study.
The answers are in the Word of God.

Dona has also published numerous
writings in local publications, includ-
ing a regular column in the Perspective
section of the Lancaster Sunday
News, beginning in 2003. One review-
er said of Dona’s writings, “Her short
stories create a desire for modern-day
thinkers to relate to their world. The ar-
ticles touch the heart of readers with a
biblical worldview of God’s amazing,
redeeming grace revealed in the way
God changes lives.”

As the silent partner in their busi-
ness, Fisher Companies, Dona gives
encouragement and support to Herb
in his day-to-day running of a growing
enterprise. Decisions are discussed
and prayed about before they move
forward.

“Nothing brings greater joy than to
see our family grow and spend mean-
ingful time together. Pure happiness is
being grandparents of four grand-
daughters. Family times mean build-
ing one another up with encourage-
ment, acceptance, and love in a
positive environment of peace,” she
says. Herb and Dona enjoy vacations
with their two daughters and families.

Looking back on more than fifty years
of marriage and business together, they
have known the pain of financial mis-
takes, entrepreneurial setbacks, and
criticism by peers. But they balanced
these with solid friendships and a deep
love for God. Dona recalls, “When times
were tough, it seemed easier to leave
pains and struggles behind and search
for new love and excitement. Instead,
we dug our heels in deeper and worked
harder together with God as our Coun-
selor and His Word as our guide.” �

pills. I respect pain and take care of it.
Until God heals, we will stay close.”

Instead of complaining, she chose to
live by faith and not feelings. She says,
“The Lord . . . is my refuge and my
fortress: . . . in him will I trust. . . . He shall
cover [me] with his feathers, and under
his wings shalt [I] trust” (Ps. 91:2, 4).

Dona also asked God to give her a
ministry so that she could think about
others and not dwell on herself and
how she feels. That had become a re-
ality through Bible studies she helped
start and the National Day of Prayer. 

FINDING THE RIGHT MATE 
Dona’s dream of finding a husband

came true. She met Herb Fisher, who
took her out of the country and into the
business world. But the storybook ro-
mance had troubling flaws, so Dona
looked for other ways to find peace.
Would children make me happy? she
had wondered. “But after two beauti-
ful daughters and a stagnant marriage,
I still felt empty and sad,” she explains.

FINDING PEACE
The quest for fulfi l lment, inner

peace, and a joyful life continued. And
just when her dreams were almost
gone, a counselor invited Dona to a
Bible study. “She helped us look inside
ourselves and see that we were creat-
ed by God, who loves us more than
anyone could ever love us,” she said.
“She told us that God had a special
plan for each of our lives.” Can this
mean me? she had wondered.

“I was not sure how God could love
me. I was so imperfect. Feeling so ugly
on the inside, I wanted to believe that
God could change me, so I asked Him
to come into my heart and clean out all
the old thoughts and attitudes and
take over my life.”

Dona’s husband quickly noticed a
change in her. Together, they started
working again on their future. “If God
could change us, maybe He could
change others who were unhappy too.”

The couple began a philanthropic
organization called Friendship Foun-
dation, Inc., where funds from their
business pursuits would be used to
help hurting people find meaningful re-
lationships with God.

Because a Bible study was so im-
portant in helping the Fishers find what
they longed for, Dona began Change
of Pace Bible Studies for women. Two
community studies over forty-plus
years have reached hundreds of

deeper in love with Him will find us prais-
ing Him for answering our prayers,”
Dona said. Plans and preparations for
National Day of Prayer events take a lot
of time, as can be imagined; yet through
all of this, Dona lives with physical pain.
Relief has not been found, so she seeks
a way to manage the pain.

As a young woman, Dona’s life was
marked by three challenges: finding a
cure for pain, finding the right mate,
and finding peace. Like many girls,
Dona was on a quest.

FINDING A CURE FOR PAIN
Dona was diagnosed with an illness

of which doctors told her there was no
cure. She was told that pain would be
part of her life. In time, Dona accepted
her lot. “I learned that if pain goes
everywhere I go, we better become
friends,” she says.

“At age sixteen, my doctor diag-
nosed me as having a degenerative
spine condition called spondylitis and
scoliosis. ‘Each person describes pain
differently. We know it hurts,’ a neurol-
ogist told me. People have various re-
actions to pain. Some go over the edge
from the slightest discomfort, giving in
to self-pity and misery, while others
have a high tolerance for pain. The re-
sults of pain can show on our faces and
take a toll on our bodies. We become
withdrawn, irritated, angry, and de-
pressed—even to the point of despair
and fear. Some stop eating, complain
constantly, and cannot sleep.”

What were some ways Dona learned
to live with pain? She found that the writ-
ers of Scriptures also knew pain. The
writer of Psalm 102 cried out in raw pain
of despair and distress, at times even
feeling distant from God. Jeremiah was
another. In the book of Lamentations we
read, “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we
are not consumed, because His com-
passions fail not” (3:22).

Dona holds on to the promises
found in God’s Word that help her get
through the pain. One of her favorite
verses is “I will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee” (Heb. 13:5).

“Since pain and I go everywhere to-
gether, I had to make a choice,” she
said. “I could either complain, become
grumpy, depend on feelings, and stay in
bed or I could get out of bed with a pos-
itive attitude of being alive and blessed.
The neurologist suggested painkillers
so that I could cope. I had to decide if
pain would become my enemy or friend.
I did not want to become addicted to
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AMERICA is known as the “great
melting pot.” Our country has

been enriched by immigrants from all
around the world. In the area of bibli-
cal studies, this truth is illustrated by
the work of William Hendriksen, author
of numerous volumes in the New Tes-
tament Commentary series published
by Baker Book House.

Born in 1900 in the town of Tiel in the
Netherlands, Hendriksen came with
his family to the United States when he
was eleven. They joined the great
number of Dutch immigrants who set-
tled in Michigan, taking up residence
in Kalamazoo.

Hendriksen’s early life did not seem
propitious for a life of scholarly pur-
suits. According to Simon Kistemaker,
after attending a Christian school
through eighth grade, financial hard-
ships prevented young William from
going to high school. He had to work
to help his family. His desire to be a
pastor, a desire he had nurtured from
the age of six, would not be easy to ful-
fill (Elwell and Weaver, eds., Bible In-
terpreters of the Twentieth Century,
Baker).

Adding to the hardships of Hendrik-
sen’s early years was the death of his
mother when he was sixteen. It would
have been easy for William to be dis-
couraged about how life was going,
but he persevered in his desire to be
equipped for service. He determined
to complete his high school education
via a correspondence course.

Eventually, Hendriksen was able to
go to college and seminary. In 1927 he
began his pastoral ministry, serving
churches in the strongly Dutch towns
of Zeeland and Muskegon, Michigan.

Over time, he became a noted sem-
inary professor in Michigan and the
author of numerous books. It was in
his fifties, however, that he began the
project that would ensure his great
usefulness to the wider evangelical
community—the New Testament
Commentary series.

In 1954 Hendriksen’s Exposition of

the Gospel of John was published, fol-
lowed a year later by a commentary on
the Thessalonian epistles.

When Hendriksen turned sixty-five,
he retired from the pastorate but con-
tinued wholeheartedly in his Christian
service. He was now able to devote all
his efforts to writing (Kistemaker).

Although unquestionably a great
conservative scholar, what sets Hen-
driksen apart as a gifted Bible expos-
itor is his concern for practical useful-
ness. As Kistemaker aptly expressed
it, “He always sought to combine
scholarship and simplicity. His aim
was to write so clearly that laypeople,
for example, Sunday school teachers,
could understand and benefit from his
expositions . . . he cast the net for his
audience as widely as possible.”

Hendriksen’s interest in Scripture
transcended intellectual curiosity. He
clearly had a great love for God’s
Word. Opening his commentary on
John, he said, “The Gospel according
to John is the most amazing book that
was ever written. ‘Put off the shoes
from off thy feet, for the place where-
on thou standest is holy ground.’ This
may well be the attitude of anyone
who steps upon the threshold of the
study of this book” (Exposition of the
Gospel According to John, Baker).

Hendriksen was careful to include
discussions about the practical impor-
tance of a Scripture passage. For ex-
ample, commenting on Ephesians
4:22-23, he noted, “Both the putting off
of the old man and the putting on of the
new man are necessary. Some people
constantly stress the negative. Their
religion is one of don’t. Others turn
their backs upon every don’t, and take
peculiar pride in overstressing the pos-
itive. Scripture avoids both of these 
extremes” (Exposition of Ephesians,
Baker).

Another heartwarming feature
found in Hendriksen’s commentaries
is his use of hymns and poetry to em-
phasize the theme of a passage. For
example, in his discussion of justifi-

cation by faith as it is taught in 
Romans 3:28, he quoted the follow-
ing words from the stanza of a great
hymn by Edward Mote: “ ‘My hope is
built on nothing less / Than Jesus’
blood and righteousness’” (Exposi-
tion of Romans, Baker).

When he came to Romans 5, Hen-
driksen even tried his own hand at po-
etry, giving a poetic paraphrase of the
chapter. For verse 9 he wrote, “Hence,
since we’ve now been justified, /And
Jesus for our sins has died, /We know
that we shall surely be /From future
wrath forever free.” Here was a man
whose heart as well as his head was
engaged in his work.

Perhaps Hendriksen’s greatest
strength as a commentator is his help-
fulness in answering our questions. If
while reading a Scripture passage a
question comes to your mind, it is very
likely that it will be addressed in Hen-
driksen’s commentary.

This may be the most important cri-
terion for selecting a Bible commen-
tary, for the chief purpose of such a
work is to explain God’s Word. One
may not agree with every position
Hendriksen held, but his respect for
the Bible as God’s inspired Word is al-
ways evident. He can be depended
upon to defend it against its critics.

The writings by William Hendriksen
for the New Testament Commentary
series include commentaries on all
four Gospels, Romans, Galatians, the
Prison Epistles, the Thessalonian
Epistles, and the Pastoral Epistles. He
also wrote More Than Conquerors, a
popular commentary on Revelation
that was not included in the New Tes-
tament Commentary series.

He was able to accomplish so much
because he did not subscribe to the
notion that a believer should “retire”
from Christian work.

Even though his body was wracked
with cancer in his last years, he con-
tinued to work, appropriately capping
his career by writing a commentary on
that most theologically challenging of
works—the book of Romans. As of
1999 Baker had printed 600,000
copies of Hendriksen’s works, and the
commentaries had been translated
into at least seven different languages
(Kistemaker).

When William Hendriksen died in
1982, he left behind an enduring body
of work that still benefits us today. We
should be grateful for people like him
whom God has gifted to explain His
Word. �

Testimonies of Faith

William Hendriksen:
Explaining the Scriptures

BY STEPHEN H. BARNHART, PH.D.
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ing the Light (Jesus) into the world to
separate those who love the light from
those who hate the light and love the
darkness (wickedness and evil deeds).
The Light exposed our evil deeds so
that no one has an excuse for not be-
lieving in Jesus (John 3:19-20). The
sign of true belief in Jesus Christ is to
practice the truth that shows you have
come to the Light. Those who have
come to the Light do His works be-
cause God’s grace has worked in
them to bring them to do good works
(vs. 21).

Sinners need to respond in the
same manner as Job after his per-
sonal encounter with God: “I have
heard of thee by the hearing of the
ear: but now mine eye seeth thee.
Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent
in dust and ashes” (Job 42:5-6). To
be born again and enter into a rela-
tionship with God the Father involves
two important things: repentance
from our sin and belief in Jesus Christ
as our Lord and Saviour. 

Repentance is to turn away from the
world, the flesh, and the devil and to
turn to serve the Living God (I Thess.
1:9). To believe in Jesus means to put
complete trust in Jesus Christ as Lord
and Saviour. It means to live first and
foremost for Him, not for self or the
world. For it is only through repen-
tance and faith in Jesus Christ that we
are set free from sin’s hold on our lives.

As we prepare for Thanksgiving and
Christmas, we need to turn our
thoughts to who God truly is as pre-
sented to us in Scripture. We need to
understand that the Lord is both con-
suming fire and love. For those who
come to Christ in repentance and faith,
He is love. He is our shield and buck-
ler (Ps. 35:2). But for those who refuse
to heed His call, He is a consuming
fire.

As we celebrate this joyous time of
year, let us not neglect why we are cel-
ebrating. Let us think, act, and speak
in a way that honors our Saviour. Let
us pose the right question to our fam-
ily, friends, and neighbors—and even
to ourselves: Do you believe in Jesus
Christ? �

some weak being. He is the Almighty
One! He is holy, righteous, and just!
And He holds all of us accountable for
our words and deeds. He stands be-
fore us as our Creator, Lord, and
Judge. And we have all fallen short of
the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We all
deserve His wrath.

But God is also love. And He
showed His love by sending His one
and only Son, Jesus Christ, into the
world (John 3:16). There is no one like
Jesus. God sent His Son as the Sub-
stitute to pay the just penalty for our
rebellion, our sin, our wickedness, and
our hatred for God. And God calls
everyone to be “born again” (vs. 3). To
be “born again” means that we are
born first of water and then of the Spir-
it (vs. 5). This is a spiritual truth, not a
worldly truth. Its substance stands on
the death of Christ. “And as Moses lift-
ed up the serpent in the wilderness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted
up: that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have eternal
life” (vss. 14-15).

Jesus’ words about being lifted up
point to the cross of Calvary and
Christ’s work of atonement for sinful
mankind. The reason Jesus died was
so that all who would believe in Him
(the mark of being born again) could
receive eternal life. Eternal life with
Christ is given freely to those who
put their faith and trust in the Son of
God. 

It was God’s love that sent His one
and only Son into the world (all people
on earth) so that whoever believes
(trusts, relies on) Him (Jesus) shall not
perish (die in sin) but have eternal life
(live with God in His kingdom forever)
(John 3:16).

God did not send His Son into the
world to judge the world but to save
the world through Him. The one who
believes in Him is not judged, but the
one who does not believe has been
judged already (he is still in his sin) 
because he will not believe in the
name of the only begotten Son of God
(John 3:17-18). There is no other like
Jesus. 

God has judged the world by send-

WE live in an age of unbelief. Peo-
ple are turning their backs on

Christ and His church. Instead, people
are looking toward materialism and
entertainment to please their souls.
Why is this happening? Why are so
many people, many of whom were
brought up in the church, turning their
backs on their Creator?

The easy answer is that they are
sinners; and that is true. We are all
sinners who want to rule our own
lives. We are children of this dark
world. But the world, especially the
Western world, has mountains of
Bibles, sermons, preachers, church-
es, and books that speak about the
joy and fulfillment of faith in Christ.
There is a disconnect between the
church and the world, which needs to
be explored and changed if we are to
fulfill our calling as the church. May I
suggest that this disconnect is due to
our lack of understanding who God is
and what God has done through His
Son, Jesus Christ? I believe that the
history of the nation of Israel could
help us understand our situation to-
day.

At Mount Sinai, Moses and certain
other men, including the seventy eld-
ers, had a personal encounter with the
Lord God (Exod. 24:1-11). The moun-
tain was encircled with a thick cloud,
lightning and thunder sounded, a
trumpet was heard, and fire blazed
(19:18-19). All were signs that the Lord
God was present in the midst of the Is-
raelites. The people were afraid, but
this did not necessarily translate into
true faith. We see the evidence of their
lack of faith by their grumbling and
eventual rebellion against God’s com-
mand to enter the Promised Land
(Num. 14:1-11).

We are told by Moses that when the
people saw the Lord God, “The sight
of the glory of the Lord was like de-
vouring fire on the top of the mount in
the eyes of the children of Israel”
(Exod. 24:17). The Israelites saw the
manifestation of God’s glory, but they
failed to understand what it was telling
them about the Lord God. He is a con-
suming fire (Heb. 12:29). He is not

God’s Grace Offered Through His Son
BY LYLE E. BEARSS
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PERSECUTION is a part of Jewish
history and continues today. Jew-

ish people long for shalom (peace),
and Christians long to share the inner
peace found in Yeshua (Jesus). 

Jesus knew about persecution.
Shortly before He died on the cross,
He prepared His apostles for persecu-
tion when He said, “Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give unto you: not as
the world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, neither let
it be afraid” (John 14:27).

Life in Messiah (www.lifeinmessiah.
org) reaches out to Jewish people
through building trusting relationships
and loving as Yeshua loves. Members
lead Bible studies and help others with
practical needs. 

In 1887, God touched a group of
Chicago-area Christians with the spiri-
tual and physical needs of Russian-
Jewish immigrants. Under William E.
Blackstone’s leadership, they formed
the Chicago Hebrew Mission. In addi-
tion to teaching language and job skills,
they shared the message of Yeshua
HaMashiach, Jesus the Messiah. 

William McCarrell, a founder of the
IFCA (Independent Fundamental
Churches of America) and Pastor of
Cicero Bible Church, served at one time
as the board president. He was suc-
ceeded by Bill Currie, who also had
great love for the Jewish people. Life in
Messiah’s current executive director is
Bill’s son-in-law Wes Taber.

When this ministry grew beyond
Chicago and even the United States,
the name changed to American Mes-
sianic Fellowship and then AMF Inter-
national. 

In 2008, AMF rebranded as Life in
Messiah International. Part of their vi-
sion statement reads, “We are com-
mitted to seeing God’s purpose for the
Church fulfilled as Jews and gentiles
are made one through faith in Messiah
Jesus.”

Today Life in Messiah ministers to
Jewish people in Israel, France, the
Netherlands, Canada, Argentina,
Mexico, and the United States.

Pieter and Alike (pronounced ah-
leek-ah) van den Beukel lead the min-

istry in Brooklyn, New York. Pieter
grew up in the Netherlands, where he
heard Bible stories from his Christian
parents. As a teenager, Pieter began to
understand and personally accepted
the gospel through the faithful witness
of a local minister. 

Pieter studied theology and worked
with a ministry called Shelter Hostel in
Eilat, Israel, during his university sum-
mer breaks. They ministered mostly to
travelers who were looking for mean-
ing in life and seeking truth. 

Alike also lived in a Christian home
in the Netherlands. While growing up,
she questioned the personal aspect of
salvation. “Did Jesus really die for
me?” she asked.

During her college years, God spoke
to Alike through a message about the
crucifixion that included John 19:35:
“And he that saw it bare record, and
his record is true: and he knoweth that
he saith true, that ye might believe.”

Alike then began a relationship with
Christ as Lord and Saviour. After col-
lege, she and a friend spent a year in
South Africa ministering with Youth for
Christ. Her faith grew strong.

Pieter and Alike met at a classical
music concert where they were seat-
ed next to each other. Although they
felt attracted to each another, they
did not exchange contact informa-
tion. Alike prayed, “If this is from You,
Father, let us meet again.”

The next day, they met at a church
in another city. They saw this as a con-
firmation that God was drawing them
together. 

After a time, Pieter and Alike were
married. They gave up their jobs in the
Netherlands and went to Israel three
days after their wedding. They made a
commitment to stay six months or
possibly longer.

God had called Pieter into an evan-
gelistic ministry to Jewish people, but
Alike had not received such a specific
call. She followed her husband to Is-
rael by faith. Then God spoke clearly
to her while she was studying Romans
9 through 11. She felt God calling her
to share the gospel with Jewish peo-
ple as a top priority.

Although their first language is
Dutch, Pieter and Alike continued to
learn more Hebrew. They both also un-
derstand and speak English fluently. 

Pieter worked for the Israeli Bible
Society as a bookstore manager in
Jerusalem. He enjoyed speaking with
customers as well as conversing with
people sitting on park benches in Is-
rael’s capital. He also distributed liter-
ature on the boardwalks of bustling Tel
Aviv one day each week. He offered
people free books. Many secular Jews
were curious about the New Testa-
ment. Orthodox Jews were not open
to reading the New Testament, but
some would receive a special edition
of Psalms in which the verses about
Messiah were printed in red.

Pieter and Alike’s daughter was
born during that time in Israel. They
had been in Israel for two years, and
their visas were ready to expire. They
would have to leave for one year and
then try to obtain another volunteer
visa for two more years.

They were thinking about finding a
long-term ministry where they could

Missions

Comfort My People
BY ARLENE KNICKERBOCKER

(left to right) Boaz, Pieter, Channah, 
and Alike van den Beukel
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Simon has become an avid Bible
reader and often seeks answers from
Pieter. Simon was baptized, and his
brother attended. This provided oppor-
tunities for his brother to ask questions
also. Please pray that Simon’s faith
grows strong and that his brother
places his faith in Jesus the Messiah.

Pieter is part of a team effort to es-
tablish a Web site ministry through a
project called In Search of Shalom
(www.insearchofshalom.org). This
provides a place where Jewish people
can hear testimonies and seek an-
swers to questions anonymously.

The van den Beukels welcome
church groups for short-term mission
projects. They provide training in Jew-
ish outreach and opportunities to put
that training into practice in nearby or-
thodox neighborhoods. They offer
work-ministry trips, most lasting five
to seven days, with a variety of skill
and funding levels. Ministry teams
provide small donations to help defray
housing costs. Work teams do not
contribute to housing costs but do
provide materials. Rest and recreation
are important parts of every trip. Most
teams spend at least one day seeing
the abundant sights of New York City. 

Opportunities to participate in min-
istry projects from a distance exist
through financial offerings. Mainte-
nance, renovation, and expansion proj-
ects are ongoing and need financial
support. The van den Beukels also wel-
come prayer support. Pray for the Jew-
ish people around the world, especially
in Brooklyn. Ask God to soften hearts
and take away the blinders so that they
can see that Yeshua is Messiah and that
everlasting life is found in Him. Pray for
Jewish friends who are seeking truth
and for believers who struggle with fam-
ily resistance.

Pray for Life in Messiah staff mem-
bers as they live in areas targeted by
terrorists. Ask God to protect them
and give them strength and wisdom. 

Please pray for Pieter and Alike and
their children. A third child is on the
way at the time of this writing. It is not
always easy to juggle the roles of min-
istry and parenting. The van den
Beukels live in an apartment in the
ministry building. They need God’s
wisdom as they make choices for
schooling and recreational activities. 

Isaiah 40:1 drives the ministry of
Pieter and Alike: “Comfort ye, comfort
ye my people, saith your God.” They
offer the only real consolation for Is-
rael—Messiah Jesus. �

a Christian View of Zionism.” A Jewish
rabbi also shared his view. It was so well
received that a joint meeting of InterVar-
sity and the Israel Club took place. Pieter
and colleagues from Jews for Jesus and
Chosen People Ministries talked about
Bethlehem and Jerusalem in addition to
other places. Though students were
most interested in the history of Israel,
Pieter prays that the meeting whetted
the students’ appetite for more.

The van den Beukel family uses
every possible occasion to promote
the gospel message. Alike takes their
children to a program at the local li-
brary, where she has opportunities to
build relationships with other mothers.
A regular question she hears is, “Why
do your children have Hebrew
names?” This opens conversations
about faith. Their daughter’s name,
Channah, means “grace” or “favor.” It
also means “God was gracious” or
“God has shown favor.” Their son’s
name, Boaz, literally means “in Him is
strength” or “in God is strength.”

The van den Beukels host a Shab-
bat dinner every other Friday evening
for Jewish believers and seekers, as
well as Gentile believers who are inter-
ested in ministering to Jewish friends.
This fills a void, for there are few op-
portunities for Jewish believers to fel-
lowship and invite friends.

Pieter prepares the spiritual food,
while Alike prepares the physical food.
Others contribute as well. Between din-
ner and dessert, Pieter reads part of the
Parshat hashavua (portion of the week).
This is the portion from books of Moses
(the Torah) read in the synagogues that
week. He sometimes reads the haftorah
(a corresponding reading from the
prophets). He shows the promises of a
Messiah found in the Torah. He points
out the portraits of Jesus found
throughout the Old Testament.

An interactive Bible study with live-
ly discussions follows. Everyone has
opinions and feels free to share them.
The group of participants grows both
spiritually and numerically. 

Arienna (not her real name) is one of
the core group who attends Shabbat
dinners. Her cousin Simon (not his real
name) visited and became a believer
also. Simon was staying with his ultra-
orthodox uncle and aunt. He wanted
to live among believers instead. At the
same time, a volunteer left Immanuel
House to work in Argentina. Simon
filled that vacancy and now helps keep
the building clean and serves the
Shabbat dinners.

raise their family in one place. Pieter
started to talk about New York City,
where the largest number of Jewish
people live outside of Israel (about two
million).

Then Pieter met a friend who had
been working at Immanuel House in
Brooklyn and learned there was a great
need for workers there. Immanuel Min-
istries International (a New York Jewish
ministry) merged with Life in Messiah in
2008. The headquarters and adminis-
trative hub is south of Chicago. Im-
manuel House became Life in Messi-
ah’s New York ministry and training
center. It offers a cross-cultural experi-
ence without a passport. 

Church groups interested in Jewish
ministry receive valuable training in
Brooklyn, where about five hundred
thousand Jewish people with roots from
around the world now live. Those inter-
ested in ministering to Jewish friends
find resources, while curious Jewish
people find answers through Bible stud-
ies and spiritual conversations.

Pieter and Alike returned to the
Netherlands, where their son was born.
Their interest in Immanuel House grew.
The van den Beukels talked with Wes
Taber, executive director of Life in Mes-
siah. Everything moved along smooth-
ly, and in June 2012, they relocated and
started to minister at Immanuel House. 

Life in Messiah cooperates with oth-
er ministries. Pieter and Alike meet
regularly with staff from Chosen Peo-
ple Ministries and Jews for Jesus to
pray. Pieter often visits Brooklyn Col-
lege, where he enjoys quality conver-
sations with students. He refers them
to the InterVarsity program and offers
to meet with them regularly. 

Currently, one orthodox Jewish stu-
dent is meeting with him weekly to read
through the New Testament. Though
this young Jewish man has not placed
his trust in Jesus as Messiah, the van
den Beukels pray that the Holy Spirit will
draw him into the family of God.

Some time ago, Pieter felt discour-
aged at the slow progress of his min-
istry. He prayed specifically that doors
would open at the college. Shortly af-
ter that, some Jewish students heard
that Pieter had been living in Israel and
invited him to speak at the Israel Club.
This is a large club meeting in the
Tanger Hillel Building on campus. 

Pieter spoke about his view of Zion-
ism and his hope for Israel. He was able
to share about the ministry of Life in
Messiah and even share the gospel. The
topic of the meeting was “A Jewish and
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MOM, are we lost?” six-year-old
Sam asked as he looked anx-

iously out the car window.
It was raining so hard that Sam’s

mother, Lily, could barely see where
she was going. “We are not lost, Sam,”
she answered, trying to sound brave,
“just slowed down by this rain and
darkness. How is Rose doing?”

“She fell asleep when I was reading
her a story,” Sam reported.

“Thanks for being such a good
helper,” said Lily. 

“You’re welcome,” said Sam. 
Lily had to smile just a little at her

grown-up six-year-old son. He was just
like his father had been—always protec-
tive of them. Lily stifled a sob. Just think-
ing about Jeff caused her to want to cry.
It had been six months since Jeff died in
a car crash. The pain was still raw. 

Sometimes Lily felt as if she could
not go on another day without Jeff.
She missed him so much and often felt
alone, even though she had friends
and family.

Sam and Rose needed her desper-
ately. Rose was still little—only four years
old. But Sam—at six-going-on-30—felt
the loss of his father immensely. 

Lily and the children were traveling
one hundred miles to visit her parents.
It was supposed to be a family
Thanksgiving together. However, two
days ago, her mother had suffered a
heart attack and was now in their local

hospital. Lily sighed. This was another
stress in their lives. Has God forgotten
us? she wondered.

Suddenly, Lily felt the car hit some-
thing and stop them. As she peered
into the darkness and rain, she saw
that a downed tree lay in their path on
the road!

Lily put the car in park and turned on
the flashers. She reached for her cell
phone, but there was no reception.
Who could she call, anyway? She did
not know anyone in this town.
O God, Lily silently prayed. What

can we do? We cannot drive any-
where, and it is raining too heavily to
walk any distance.

Sam noticed that they had stopped.
“Mom, are we at Grandma’s hospital?”

“No, we’re not there yet,” Lily said,
trying to keep the fear out of her voice.
“We have car trouble.”

“Oh,” answered Sam. “I know you’re
missing Dad a lot. He could have fixed
it.”

Trying not to sob out loud, Lily
agreed. “Yes, he could have.”

A sudden rap on her window scared
Lily. The car doors were locked, but she
still was fearful. She saw the outline of a
tall man in the dark. He rapped again.

“Ma’am?” the man asked, “are you
all right?” 

Lily did not know how to answer. She
was not all right. She rolled down the car
window about one inch and answered,

“Not really. We hit a tree on the road.”
The man nodded. “Judging by how

you hit it, I’d guess your car’s front
axles are broken.”

Lily moaned. “We can’t keep driving
it?”

“No, ma’am. This car is not going
anywhere without being towed,” an-
swered the tall man.

Lily sighed. There was no way she
could afford a tow all the way to her par-
ents’ house. If only Jeff were still alive,
he would know what to do, she thought.

The tall man continued, “Ma’am, I
see you have two children with you.
Would you like to come up to our
house to get out of the rain?”

The thought of getting into a
stranger’s vehicle with her two young
children was unnerving. But what
choice did they have?

Nervously, Lily nodded. “We would
appreciate a warm, dry spot for a
while. Thank you.”

Sam thought it was an adventure to
go by pickup truck with their suitcas-
es up the long lane to the house. On
the way, the man introduced himself to
them as Mr. Pearson.

Lily had to admit that the farmhouse
with its lights aglow radiated warmth
and security from the storm. As they
arrived, Mrs. Pearson came out the
back door with an umbrella in hand.
“Oh, my dears!” she said. “Come in
and get out of the rain!”

Hot chocolate and fresh oatmeal
raisin cookies never tasted so good to
Lily and the children. As they got to
know one another around the kitchen
table, Lily began to relax a bit.

Both Sam and Rose were nodding
off before long. Mrs. Pearson asked,
“Would you like to put them to bed?
We have a bedroom with two double
beds, where you all can sleep.”

After the children were tucked in, Lily
talked more with Mr. and Mrs. Pearson.
She felt they were friends by now, so she
told them about her husband’s death
and about her mother’s heart attack.
“Could I call her at the hospital in the
morning? My cell phone isn’t working.”

“I’m sure you can,” agreed Mr. Pear-
son. “We have lots of cell phone issues
out here. We’ll also call Bill, our me-
chanic friend, and see what he can do
about your car.”

Lily felt a pain in the pit of her stom-
ach. “About the car, I don’t have a lot
of money—”

Mr. Pearson waved his hand. “Let’s
not worry about that. Tomorrow has
enough worries of its own.”

Adults
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but she had mixed emotions. This time
had been a peaceful respite for her
and fun for Sam and Rose. 

Now it was time to join the real world
again. “How much is our bill?” Lily
hesitantly asked Bill. 

“Twenty dollars ought to do it,” Bill
responded, his eyes twinkling. 

Lily could not believe her ears. “I
thought—”

“It wasn’t a big job at all,” Bill insisted.
“Oh, my! I can’t thank you enough!”

Lily exclaimed, handing Bill the money.
Now it was time to say good-bye.

“We’ll let you know what happens with
my mother,” promised Lily.

Sam added, “And the kitten.” Lily
had allowed the children to have one.

Rose threw her arms around Mrs.
Pearson. “Thank you.”

Mrs. Pearson wiped away a few
tears as she hugged Rose back. “You
three have been a tonic for us.”

“Yes,” agreed Mr. Pearson. “You are
like family now.” Then he led a prayer
for their safety.

As they waved from the car, Sam
said, “I’m glad that big old tree fell in
the road, or we’d never have met Mr.
and Mrs. Pearson.”

“They’re like another grandpa and
grandma,” added Rose. 

“You know, children,” said Lily, “I think
they feel the same way. God knew what
we needed and what they needed too.
God truly cares for us.” �

back door. The children excitedly told
her about their farm adventures. “Mr.
Pearson says we can keep a kitten if
you say it’s OK,” said Sam. 

“We’ll have to think long and hard
about that,” Lily replied. 

The day went by quickly. Mr. Pear-
son, Lily, and the children drove down
the lane to watch the road clearing
progress. Many big trees had fallen or
lost large branches.

By late afternoon, Bill the mechanic
was able to look at the car. He came
up to the Pearsons’ house to talk with
Lily. “The problem is not broken axles,
after all, so it won’t be as expensive.”

Biting her lip, Lily asked what the
cost would be.

Mr. Pearson and Bill exchanged
looks. “Let’s not worry about that right
now,” Bill said. “We can work some-
thing out.”

After supper, Lily, Sam, and Rose
talked on the telephone with Grandpa
and Grandma. “She’s doing better,” re-
ported Lily. “She wanted to thank you
both for taking such good care of us.”

“It’s a pleasure to have you here,”
replied Mr. Pearson.

Mrs. Pearson added, “Since Bill can
have your car ready by noon Friday, you
can celebrate Thanksgiving with us.”

That evening, Lily and Sam helped
prepare the bread cubes for the turkey
stuffing. Even little Rose contributed
to the meal by “helping” Mrs. Pearson
with the pumpkin and apple pies. 

The house already smelled like
turkey the next morning when they ate
breakfast. “These were the eggs we
picked yesterday,” said Sam proudly.
They all laughed because it sounded
as if he and Rose had plucked them
out of the garden rather than deal with
squawking hens!

Later around the dinner table, they
took turns telling what they were thank-
ful for. They all agreed that their new
friendship was a special gift from God.
Lily had a hard time saying it, but she
wanted to tell the Pearsons how their
faith in the Lord had inspired her to trust
Him more. “I’ve been a Christian for a
long time,” she said, “but when Jeff died,
I thought God had abandoned us. I de-
pended too much on Jeff and not
enough on the Lord. You have shown me
how much God loves me and wants to
be closer to me. He did not leave me; I
drew away from Him. Thank you for
showing me what it means to trust Him
each day and walk with Him.”

When Bill drove their car up to the
house the next day, Lily was relieved,

Mrs. Pearson added, “That’s in the
Bible, you know. Matthew 6.” Lily
smiled but did not reply.

When Lily woke up the next morning,
it took a moment to remember where
she was. Then it hit her. They were stay-
ing in the middle of nowhere with
strangers. Yet the Pearsons did not
seem like strangers—they were more
like Christian friends. Did God plan this
refuge for us? she wondered. Maybe
He hasn’t abandoned us after all.

Neither of her children was in bed.
Lily quickly dressed and hurried to the
kitchen. Mrs. Pearson was looking out
the back window. Hearing Lily, she
turned. “Look at how nice and sunny
it is today after that storm. Come look
at your children!”

Lily watched as Sam and Rose,
wearing oversized boots, jumped over
and into puddles and chased a couple
of kittens. “They also helped Mr. Pear-
son gather eggs,” Mrs. Pearson
added, chuckling.

“This is new to them,” answered Lily.
“They’ve never been to a farm before.”

“Then it’s high time,” said the older
woman.

As they ate a hearty country break-
fast, Mrs. Pearson told Lily that they
had connected with their mechanic
friend Bill. “The good news is he can fix
your car. The bad news is the road is still
closed because of all the downed trees.
Hopefully, the highway commission will
have them off by the end of the day so
that  traffic can get through.”

“I’m sorry to cause you this incon-
venience,” Lily began.

“It is no inconvenience, dear,” Mrs.
Pearson responded. “We love having
you here. Maybe you can stay for
Thanksgiving with us tomorrow.”

“We wouldn’t want to intrude,” Lily
replied.

“It would be our pleasure,” admitted
Mrs. Pearson. “We don’t really have any
family, you see. Our son would have
been fifty this year, but he died in a swim-
ming accident when he was only ten.”

Lily said shakily, “Then you do un-
derstand what we are going through.” 

Mrs. Pearson nodded. “We do. If it
hadn’t been for the Lord’s faithfulness
to us over these years, I don’t know
what we would have done.”

“Did you ever feel as if God had for-
gotten you?” Lily asked. “I’m sorry! I
guess I’m being too forward.”

“There were a few times, I have to ad-
mit,” Mrs. Pearson began. “Once—”

She was interrupted by the two chil-
dren and Mr. Pearson coming in the

sent His only Son to die for our sins
(John 3:16). Christians are reassured of
His love. In Romans 8:38-39, the Bible
teaches that “neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Cling to these promis-
es as you face trials in your life. �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

God and Suffering
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Q. Does the Bible offer any help for a
person who struggles with anxiety?
A. Reading and knowing God’s Word
can help a person who often feels anx-
ious. Seeking the Lord in prayer will
also help. Jesus promises that those
who come to Him will find rest for their
souls (Matt. 11:29).

How do we come to Jesus today?
We come to him by the Word of God.
The Gospel of John gives an incredi-
ble thought when it says, “The Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us”
(1:14). Jesus is the Living Word.

The author of the book of Hebrews
tied these thoughts together in his in-
troduction. “God, who at sundry times
and in divers manners spake in time
past unto the fathers by the prophets,
hath in these last days spoken unto us
by his Son” (1:1-2).

God spoke to us in the Person of Je-
sus Christ as revealed in the Bible. Isa-
iah, one of God’s Old Testament
prophets, reminded the people,
“Comfort ye, comfort ye my people”
(Isa. 40:1). He pointed to Messiah Je-
sus as that comfort when he said, “For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government shall be
upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father,
The Prince of Peace” (9:6).

Isaiah understood peace when all
those around him struggled with anxi-
ety. The mighty Assyrian army had sur-
rounded Jerusalem for months, and
the people were desperate. They real-
ized they needed help but refused to
accept God’s help.

Isaiah proclaimed, “For thus saith
the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel;
In returning and rest shall ye be saved;
in quietness and in confidence shall be
your strength: and ye would not” (Isa.
30:15).

To return means to draw back and
repent or to turn around. Even a little
anxiety generally indicates a lack of
trust in God. Instead of allowing my
worry to overcome me, I look to “Je-
sus the author and finisher of [my]

faith” (Heb. 12:2). I trust the Lord be-
cause He inspired and began my faith.
He will perfect and complete the work
He began in me (Phil. 1:6).

To rest in the Lord echoes Jesus’
words in Matthew 11:28, “I will give
you rest.” When you struggle with wor-
ry, you could try taking a nap. That
might sound somewhat silly, but it
works. Fold your hands, lay flat on
your bed, close your eyes, and medi-
tate on the Word of God. When you
cannot relax, pray for family, church
members, and neighbors.

Calmness is not simply a state of
being. It is an action. The natural reac-
tion to stress of whatever nature is to
become agitated, angry, nervous, or
even violent. Instead of anxiety, God
calls His children to react with calm-
ness.

The Lord wants us to do what we
should do in the face of difficulty. If I
live responsibly, my actions help dis-
pel feelings of anxiety. We must obey
God and trust Him as we do it. A great
hymn says it well: “Trust and obey, for
there’s no other way/to be happy in
Jesus, but to trust and obey” (“Trust
and Obey,” Sammis).

Trust is the attitude behind the action
of calmness. “Trust” is the Old Testa-
ment word for “faith.” We receive salva-
tion by faith, and then we must endeav-
or to live the Christian life by faith.

I get suspicious of easy answers to
difficult questions. Instead of easy an-
swers, I enjoy faith answers. Faith is
not always easy, but it lifts a load of
care. When a Christian learns to turn
to God and quietly carry on, he has
peace. Rest and trust mean looking to
the Lord at all times in every circum-
stance. Remember what I Peter 5:7
says: “Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you.” �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Counseling Corner, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Counseling Corner).

Book Reviews

Crowder, Bill. Let’s Talk: Praying Your Way to
a Deeper Relationship with God. Grand
Rapids, Michigan: Discovery House Pub-
lishers, RBC Ministries, 2014.

This is a very helpful book about
how the believer can gain a deeper
relationship with God. The author has
spent more than twenty years in pas-
toral ministry. Currently he is the vice
president of the teaching content and
a contributing writer for the Our Daily
Bread devotional. He has also au-
thored five books, all designed to
help God’s children walk closer with
Him.

This book deals kindly, scripturally,
and practically with six issues that
every believer can readily identify in
his or her own life. These issues are
dependence, rest, acceptance, inter-
cession, mystery, and confidence. The
author concludes with the believer’s
need to talk in prayer to “the God who
made us, loves, rescues us and de-
sires to form Christ in us.”

I encourage God’s people to pur-
chase and read this book to pursue a
deeper relationship with God.

Bauder, Kevin. Baptist Distinctives and New
Testament Church Order. Schaumburg,
Illinois: Regular Baptist Books, 2012.

This volume sets forth Baptist dis-
tinctives and New Testament order for
Baptist churches. Both of these im-
portant issues have always been up-
held by Bible-believing Baptists.

Bauder notes in his introduction,
“Baptists did not choose their own
label. Their opponents gave it to
them as shorthand for the doctrines
and practices that distinguished
Baptists from other Christians. Be-
cause Baptists were strongly com-
mitted to these ideas, they embraced
the label. They were pleased to ac-
cept a name that stood for important
teachings.”

Both the Baptist distinctives and the
New Testament order are clearly set
forth in this book. This study is well or-
ganized and well documented. It pro-
vides useful information for all Chris-
tians—Baptists and non-Baptists
alike. �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

Jesus Gives Peace
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tions, they have no foundation on
which to build their lives.

1. How can there be only one true re-
ligion?

2. Why does a good God allow so
much suffering and evil?

3. Why does Christianity seem to seek
the restriction of personal freedom?

4. Why has Christianity produced so
much injustice and suffering in the
world?

5. How can a loving God send peo-
ple to hell?

6. Why does Christianity seem to be
the enemy of reason and science?

7. Why should we take the Bible lit-
erally?

8. Where did the Bible come from?
9. Why does the Bible seem to contain

so many errors and contradictions?
10. Since we do not have the original

books of the Bible, how do we
know it is trustworthy?

11. Who decided the beliefs that
make up Christianity?

12. How do we know that Jesus rose
from the dead?

Finally, I believe that parents and
those in youth ministry must challenge
teens to actually read the Bible.
Kostenberger, Bock, and Chatraw of-
fer these challenges to each teen as he
reads the Bible.
• See for yourself how the Bible ad-

dresses the problem of sin and its
effect on the world around us. 

• See for yourself the compassion of
Jesus and the great authority of His
words.

• See for yourself the remarkable unity
among the diverse human authors.

• See for yourself the majesty and
beauty of the God who did not leave
the world to shrivel up and die but has
initiated a plan to redeem His creation
and make things right once again.
Jesus said that “ye shall know the

truth, and the truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). The reasoned faith of gen-
uine biblical Christianity is an all-pur-
pose faith. It is a fully integrated world-
view that has answers to life’s
questions and can produce both cer-
tainty and comfort. How we prepare our
teens for adulthood and for college is
becoming the touchtone of youth min-
istry today. May God give our church-
es, our youth leaders, and our parents
the fortitude and the commitment to
meet this challenge. �

such skeptics, there is no con-
nection whatsoever between
faith, reason, and truth.

What, then, should the church and
parents do? Both must confront this
head-on. Both must present biblical
Christianity as a fully integrated world-
view that has answers to life’s questions.

Regarding the matter of a Christian
worldview, what should be the focus? A
worldview is a frame of reference for all
thought and action. As a Christian, that
frame of reference is God’s Word, the
complete verbal revelation of God. In his
book The Universe Next Door (IVP),
James W. Sire suggests that any world-
view must answer eight questions.

1. What is prime reality? Is it God,
many gods, or only the material
world?

2. What is the nature of external reali-
ty, or the physical world we inhabit?
Is it created, or is it the product of an
impersonal force?

3. What is a human being? A random
accident? Why is human life valu-
able?

4. What happens to a person at
death? Is death all there is, or is
there life after death? What is it?

5. Why is it possible to know any-
thing at all? How can we know
truth? Is there truth to know?

6. How do we know what is right and
wrong? This is the question of
ethics, the standards by which we
live our lives.

7. What is the meaning of history? Is
it linear or cyclical? Is history even
important?

8. What personal, life-orienting core
commitments are consistent with
this worldview?

In addition, the Christian worldview
should provide answers to key ques-
tions. As teens go to college, how they
answer these questions will mark the
maturity of their faith. If they cannot
provide meaningful and reasonable
answers to the following twelve ques-

TEENS today face a significant chal-
lenge, especially as they prepare for

college. Unless they choose to attend a
Christ-centered college or university,
they will more than likely be exposed to
a relentless attack on their Christian
faith. The church’s youth ministry work-
ing with parents must together prepare
and equip teens to face this onslaught
with a firm conviction that biblical Chris-
tianity is true and can be defended.

What are some of the challenges they
might face? In their important book,
Truth Matters (Band H Books), Andreas
Kostenberger, Darrell Bock, and Josh
Chatraw argue that skeptical professors
are effective in their unyielding attacks
on biblical Christianity for four reasons.

1. They speak the language of most
teens. They often tell personal sto-
ries of their own religious pilgrim-
age, when they had their own “ag-
nostic epiphany,” and how they
abandoned their religious faith.

2. They know that most teens have
probably never contemplated
these ideas before. The average
Christian teen going to college has
not invested much time investigat-
ing the Bible’s origins or the histo-
ry of Christianity. The skeptical
barrage thus hits home as ques-
tions surface about the trustwor-
thiness of the Bible, the absence
of evidence for the claims of the
Bible, and the possibility of signif-
icant errors in the Bible.

3. Skeptical professors both project
and confirm an air of unbelief. Di-
versity and tolerance replace truth
in much of the modern academy.
They believe that truth is mean-
ingless and that certainly anyone
who believes the truths about bib-
lical Christianity is intolerant and
foolish.

4. Skeptical professors reinforce the
view that faith is at odds with rea-
son. In this context, faith is simply
something you accept and be-
lieve, and it is irrational and only
suited to one’s preference. To

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Youth Ministry:
Equipping Teens for College

BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.
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DO I have to go, Dad?” Travis asked
as he grudgingly worked his tie

around his neck and under the shirt
collar. He looked at his father’s reflec-
tion in the mirror as he began to tie it.

“Yes, you do, Travis. We are not go-
ing to the funeral for our benefit as
much as we are going to support the
family,” said Dad.

“So what was Mr. Albemarle like?”
asked Travis.

Dad was silent for a moment as he
thought. “He was an eighty-year-old
seed,” he said finally. “Nothing is sad-
der than going to the funeral of an
eighty-year-old seed.”

Travis watched Dad abruptly walk
away and his fingers automatically fin-
ished tying the tie. What on earth is an
eighty-year-old seed? he wondered.

The funeral was uneventful. Travis
studied the picture on the easel next to
the closed coffin. He recognized the
man and his pleasant expression. Mr.
Albemarle was smiling. Something
about the face was soft and kind. He
must have been a nice enough man,
but his face did not have the strong
features of Travis’s grandfather. 

Travis listened to the comments of
the others during the service. Those
who had known the man did not have
a lot to say about him. He had lived, at-
tended his church, raised his family,
but he never seemed to stand out in
any way. No one said anything about
seeds, eighty years old or otherwise.

The whole thing was becoming
quite perplexing! At least the food
served at the church afterward was
good. Travis made sure that he
heaped his plate with the specialties
he knew from experience were provid-
ed by certain ladies. They were excel-
lent cooks, and their cookies, brown-
ies, and other tasty treats would be the
first to disappear.

Across the buffet table, Andrew and
Alec Crozet were working as hard as
Travis was to fill their plates with the
most popular items. Andrew looked a
little uncomfortable in his too-tight shirt
and kept reaching up to pull his collar
away from his neck, but it did not stop

him from adding more food to his plate.
Travis smiled. His own collar was a

little bit loose, cinched in tight by his
tie. He was tempted to tease his friend
a bit, but Andrew’s red hair had a tem-
per to go with it. He decided that he
had better keep his comments to him-
self. Starting trouble at the reception
would not be a good idea.

A few minutes later, the boys sat
down together in a quiet corner of the
church hall. They ate as quickly as
possible before their parents could
see how much food they had taken.
Travis finally took a break from chew-
ing and asked, “Did you two know Mr.
Albemarle?” Both boys shook their
heads. Travis frowned. It might be
harder than he thought to figure out
what Dad had meant.

Travis ate quickly and then dropped
his paper plate into the trash can. He
decided that if he drifted around the
room, perhaps he could catch snip-
pets of conversations that would give
him clues about Dad’s comment.

There turned out to be a lot of talk,
but most of it was not about Mr. Albe-
marle. Travis even collected used
plates and cups from the older adults
in hopes of getting some information,

but to no avail. No one said anything
remotely close to explaining what Dad
had meant. Then he and his family
went home.

The end of October passed, and
most of the leaves on the trees were
gone. The bright colors had moved
from overhead to underfoot before
fading to a dull brown.

“Travis,” Dad said one evening,
“your grandfather needs some extra
help out at the farm in the greenhous-
es on Saturday. Would you be able to
give him a hand?”

“Sure, Dad,” said Travis. He smiled.
Grandpa was always fun to be around
even when they were working.

Travis was up early Saturday morning
and Dad drove him to Grandpa’s farm.
He was just in time to have breakfast
with Grandpa before starting work. The
tempting aroma of fresh scrambled
eggs and fried sausage filled the air.

“What are we working on today,
Grandpa?” Travis asked when he took
a brief break from inhaling his favorite
food.

“I need to plant more lettuce,” said
Grandpa. “With the holidays coming
up, people like to have it for special
meals, and I have a reputation for the

Teenagers

The Eighty-Year-Old Seed
BY MARY LYNN BUSHONG
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what he was saying. “Alec,” he said
softly, “please go take the empty seat
next to Travis.”

Alec did not argue. Andrew seemed
relieved. He concentrated on the re-
mainder of the lesson. At the end of
the class time, Travis saw that Andrew
wanted to talk to their teacher. He was
not sure what Andrew had in mind, but
he did not want to see Alec get in the
way of any kind of decision by Andrew.
He grabbed Alec’s arm to get his at-
tention and said, “Hey, come here.”

“What’s up?” Alec asked.
Travis had to scramble mentally. He

had not thought about how to keep
Alec’s attention. “What was so funny in
class?”

Alec smirked. “Nothing, really. It was
a joke that Andrew would under-
stand.” Then he walked away.

By the time he got home that after-
noon, Travis had some questions for
Dad.

“Dad, do you have a minute or two?”
“Sure, son, what do you need?” Dad

put his newspaper down to give Travis
his full attention.

“Do you remember how you called
Mr. Albemarle an eighty-year-old
seed? I’ve been thinking about that.
Grandpa helped me understand what
you meant.”

“What did I mean by that?” Dad
asked with a smile.

“He was someone who said he
knew Jesus but never grew as a Chris-
tian.”

Dad nodded. “That is pretty much it,”
he said.

“I started thinking that I was not
much more than a seed myself. I
haven’t been reading my Bible regu-
larly, and I’ve never shared my faith.”
Travis looked down at his hands. Talk-
ing to Dad about this was harder than
he thought it would be.

“You know how the pastor was talk-
ing about steps we take in our faith?”
Travis continued. “I think I’m ready to
take my next step, but I’m not sure
what it is.”

He looked up to see a big smile on
Dad’s face.

“It sounds to me like you are a
sprouted seed,” said Dad. “I think your
next step is to be baptized. That is one
way we show the world that we belong
to Jesus. It’s kind of like when a
seedling breaks through the ground.

“I’ll call the pastor and set up a time
for you to talk to him,” Dad continued.
“You know, you can always tell when
something has life—it’s growing!” �

Scriptures God refers to our faith with
terms from farming. You know,
Thanksgiving is just around the cor-
ner—the time of giving thanks for
God’s bounty and provision through
the year’s harvest. But to take part in a
harvest, we have to grow.”

“I think I see why Dad said it was so
sad. An eighty-year-old seed never
grows and produces something for
God’s harvest.”

“If you don’t mind my asking,” said
Grandpa, “how do you think you have
grown since you asked Jesus to be
your Saviour two years ago?”

“I guess growth doesn’t just happen
automatically,” Travis replied.

Grandpa shook his head. “That would
make things easier. Plants do that natu-
rally because they are created that way.
They do not have the will to choose oth-
erwise. God gave us a will to choose.
Many people choose not to trust in Je-
sus, while some do. When we do, we
also accept the responsibility to follow
Him. That requires growth.”

Just then, one of Grandpa’s helpers
interrupted, and their discussion was
put off. That did not stop Travis from
thinking about it, though.

Travis thought about his conversa-
tion with Grandpa after he returned
home Saturday evening and was still
thinking about it Sunday morning as
he got ready for church. The teen
classes in Sunday school were longer
than the ones for the younger kids.
Travis could hear the voices of the
younger kids as they sang. The piano
was loud enough to make the song
easily identifiable. Though he could
not hear the words, he knew them by
heart. “Read your Bible, pray every
day, and you will grow.”
Huh, he thought. There it was the

whole time—the way to grow as a
Christian. At least, it was a way to get
off to a good start. It was in a simple
Sunday school song that he had sung
every Sunday morning since he was
old enough to understand the words.
How many other songs had become
so familiar that he had ceased to think
about the words? 

Travis’s mind was distracted all
through the lesson as bits of songs
echoed through his head. He glanced
over at the Crozet brothers. Alec was
trying to get Andrew to laugh at some-
thing he muttered in his brother’s ear.
Andrew was trying to pay attention to
their teacher, Mr. McNeil, and tried to
brush him away.

Mr. McNeil stopped in the middle of

best. I cannot let my customers down.
This planting will be the first in the new
hydroponic tanks.”

Travis nodded. He had helped set
up those tanks and lines. It would be
good to see them in action. As he
thought about planting, Travis looked
at his elderly grandfather and re-
membered Dad’s comment about Mr.
Albemarle.

“Grandpa, have you ever heard of
an eighty-year-old seed?”

Grandpa raised his eyebrows a little.
“I’ve heard of a lot of old seeds, even
a two-thousand-year-old date palm
seed from the Holy land that grew,” he
said. “Is that the kind of thing you’re
wondering about? Date palms were
very important in Bible times. It was
even thought that the economy of the
city of Jericho was based on the date
palm trade.” Grandpa paused and
chuckled. “By the way your eyes are
glazing over, I think you have another
reason for asking.”

“I know that this may sound silly, but
Dad said something about a man who
died. He called him an eighty-year-old
seed. I haven’t been able to figure out
what he meant.”

“Ah,” said Grandpa. “I think I know
what he was talking about. I can even
guess who it was. What do you do with
a seed?”

Travis shrugged and said, “You
plant it, of course.”

“Why?” asked Grandpa.
“So it will grow?”
“Absolutely!” said Grandpa. “While

we do eat some seeds as they are, the
reason for plants to make seeds is to
grow more plants of the same kind.
When seeds grow into plants, they be-
come all that they were intended to be.
Christians are like seeds. I think that’s
what your dad meant. When they do
grow, they become all that God in-
tended them to be.”

“So if a Christian stays a seed, it
means he never grew?”

“Maybe physically, but not spiritual-
ly. We cannot produce a harvest for
God’s kingdom unless we grow strong
in our faith,” said Grandpa.

“Dad said there was nothing sad-
der,” said Travis.

“I’m not surprised,” said Grandpa.
“In I Corinthians 3:2 we have Paul’s
words to the church at Corinth about
not growing in the faith. He had to be
careful about how he spoke to them
because they lacked the ability to un-
derstand since they had stayed like
babies in the faith. All through the
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LOOK up in the sky! It’s—!” You
know the scene. The world is in

looming danger, hearts are sinking
fast—but look! A superhero comes
and hopes rise again. Seeking hope,
our increasingly dangerous world
turns to comic book imaginations and
other earthly creations for inspiration
to somehow motivate us on dark days. 

Imagination has a way of replacing
reality when truth is unknown or
avoided. Unwanted truths often get
pushed aside in favor of acceptable
fantasy. Superheroes fill the void and
save us from danger. They have ex-
traordinary powers mixed with the in-
trigue of masked identities, showy
costumes, and secret lives. While
hiding their identities, they face the
problems of their inner conflicts. As
creators of our own heroes, we feel
better if we know our heroes are
flawed just like us.

While superheroes save the imag-
ined worlds in which they exist from
physical danger, they have no ability to
solve the raging conflicts in the reality
of our lives. We imagine heroes who
entertain and save the day, while we
put off the real questions of life that re-
main. 

The world needs more than a super-
hero. It needs the intervention of the in-
credible God who is vastly beyond a
superhero. Only God in heaven brings
real hope. Hope is the expectation that
God will provide for us a rescue from
the disappointments of this life and one
day replace this difficult existence with
a better one (Col. 1:5). First Peter 1:3
tells us that Jesus is our living hope.
The salvation that Jesus provides to us
is the “hope of the glory of God” (Rom.
5:2), the certainty of sharing God’s glo-
ry in all eternity. 

While it is fun to imagine having su-
perhero powers, dreaming of super-
heroes should redirect our thinking to
the real existence of our incredible
God. While our earthly creations are
hiding behind colorful capes and fan-

ciful masks, Christ openly declares
who He is. He asked His disciples,
“Whom say ye that I am?” (Matt.
16:15). Simon Peter did not wonder
or guess but clearly stated, “Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God”
(vs. 16).

Christ proclaimed that He is indeed
“I am” (John 8:58). He simply stated
that He is the Existing One. He exist-
ed before all creation, men, or nations.
From Christ comes all life, and by
Christ alone all life exists and is sus-
tained. He is the all-powerful Being of
the universe.

Like the idols of men, imagined su-
perheroes take on the limits of our
flawed nature and character. Their
strength is limited, technology fails,
and there are chinks in their armor.
Could they really save us all? 

Christ, however, is the image of
Almighty God Himself. Colossians 1
tells us that all divine power fully rests
in Christ the Creator, who reigns above
any other creature. There is no flaw in
Christ. Men try to create flaws in Him,
but His character withstands the test
of eternity. Other rel igions and
philosophies try to lower His authority,
but they will not prevail against His es-
tablished rule over the hearts of men
or the events of time.

Our lives rest securely in Christ’s
hands. When we turn our lives over
to Christ, we give them to the One
who is totally trustworthy. As the
Eternal One of perfection, He cannot
change. His character and promises
to us do not change. No self-im-
provement program is necessary,
and He needs no tweak to His char-
acter. There is no more trustworthy
Guide for our lives than the Giver of
life Himself. No imperfect superhero
need apply.

Somewhere there is always a cry for
help. Danger reaches out from the
shadows, and the shadows keep
growing. Through Christ comes the
rescue of an incredible God, the God

of all power, presence, and knowl-
edge. 

Because God’s power is not limited,
He knows all, and nothing escapes His
notice. He is everywhere and cannot
be confined. He is aware of every dan-
ger and dilemma lurking in the shad-
ows of life. Christ examines our hearts
to inspect and convict, seeking to
bring us into harmony with His own
character. His constant knowledge
and presence reassure us that He will
never leave us and will be with us to
the end (cf. Matt. 28:20).

God is entirely able to do what He
pleases. Job said that if it is a matter
of power, “God is mighty” (Job 36:5).
God acts without effort, loses no en-
ergy, and needs no recharging. He is
His own power source. In His power,
He gave life to creation and con-
quered death by bringing Christ to
life out of the grave. It is this power
that is available to us today for sal-
vation and has the ability to change
our lives.

Superheroes offer no real hope, just
wishful thinking. They may defeat one
enemy only for another villain to rise.
They might save a life from a burning
building, but they are unable to rescue
lost souls. They cannot utterly con-
quer evil. Christ came to conquer evil
once and for all. His victory is com-
plete. His spiritual deliverance from
the forces of darkness takes place at
the moment we trust in His saving
work of death and resurrection from
the grave. 

Superheroes, like any of our cre-
ations, deal with the surface issues
of our lives. There is no denying that
danger is real and that fear must be
faced, but the ultimate issue that we
must deal with is eternity. Here 
is where our heroes fail. Eternity
must be faced, and it can be secured
only by the divine power of God Him-
self.

The rescue from our deepest fears
begins by dealing with the guilt of our

For Teens Only

Our Incredible God: Beyond Superhero
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into this warfare in Ephesians 6:12. This
type of suffering is a regular part of do-
ing God’s work, but Jesus has over-
come it (John 16:33). Again, trust Him.

Even Jesus suffered. Since He did,
it is to be expected that we too will suf-
fer; but He will take us through the dif-
ficult times. Look to Him, the Author
and Finisher of your faith (Heb. 12:2-
4). He will take care of you (Ps. 55:22).

Q. Why is it so important for me to wait
to have sex with my future spouse. If I
am safe and really care about some-
one, what difference does it make?
Everyone else is doing it.
A. First of all, it is not true that “every-
one” else is doing it. Some statistics
actually show that fewer teens are
sexually active than before; however, it
is true there are many who are not
waiting. 

There are two major reasons why it is
important to wait until marriage. First, if
you are Christian, it is a matter of obe-
dience to your Heavenly Father. Many
verses teach that sex outside of mar-
riage is sin (I Cor. 6:13, 18; Gal. 5:19-21;
Eph. 5:3; I Thess. 4:3-5; II Tim. 2:22).

The second consideration, which ties
in with the first, is the need for healthy
Christian families. God designed one
man to marry and live with one woman
throughout their lifetimes. His desire for
the healthy Christian family is that sex-
ual needs are to be satisfied through the
intimacy of the husband and wife with-
in the marriage covenant.

Keep in mind that even if, right now,
you plan to marry the other person,
such plans do frequently change. If
you are sexually intimate and then, for
whatever reason, decide not to marry
that person, you have cheated the per-
son you eventually do marry. You have
diminished the specialness of the mar-
riage bond by sleeping with another.
That is no way to honor marriage and
keep it pure (Heb. 13:4). �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Q. How can I trust God to take care of
me when I know He allows Christians
to go through trials?
A. This can be a complicated issue for
believers, and the answer might not al-
ways be clear. One key factor is the cre-
ation of humans in the image of God. If
we did not have any true choices, we
would be robots and not in the image
of God. Since we have a will to choose,
there is always the possibility that a
choice to do evil things will be made.

Unfortunately, this is exactly what
occurred when Adam and Eve sinned.
In their sin, they brought the first dan-
gers to the race. Cain killed Abel, and
this brought grief and sorrow.

When a person chooses to follow
the path of sin, bad things will result.
For example, if a person decides to
use drugs, then illness and death may
occur because of unwise behavior. If a
sexually active, unmarried person
contracts an STD, it is his own sin that
caused the pain.

But there are also natural disas-
ters—extreme weather events like
blizzards, hurricanes, and mudslides.
These are not direct results of some-
one’s personal sin, and they affect
people who are not living sinful lives.

How can Christians trust God amid
the consequences of sin and natural
disasters? We must take Him at His
word when He has said, “For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, . . .
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to
give you an expected end” (Jer. 29:11).
God is good (Ps. 136:1), and He wants
what is best for us (cf. Phil. 4:19). We
must trust Him and not fear (II Tim. 1:7).

Also, there is an element that enters
in when a believer follows a path of sin.
Discipline from God is painful but nec-
essary. The book of Hebrews teaches
that the end result of His disciplinary
actions is positive (12:11).

There are also direct attacks from the
demonic hosts that create great con-
sternation. A friend recently decided to
evangelize the apartment complex in
which he is living. Almost immediately,
it appeared that this was going to be
contested by forces that were not mere-
ly human. Paul gave us some insight

sin. All of us have sinned, and it is ap-
pointed for us all once to die (Rom.
3:23; Heb. 9:27). The guilt of our sin
and its impending judgment cast
doom on our souls, and we fear the
consequences of our failures. We want
to change the rules of life to fit our de-
sires, but they are not ours to change.
The standards of right and holy living
come from the unchanging, eternal
God. We try to create our own heroes
to replace God’s authority over our
lives, but wishes cannot change the
authority of the Almighty God. Only in
God’s righteousness can we find the
rescue from sin to remove our guilt and
conquer our fears.

The great villain of life, Satan, traps
us in guilt with the mighty grip of sin.
He dooms us to eternal torment by his
deceit and hatred toward men. We
need the Saviour to storm the gates of
hell to face the evil one. He was willing
and able to pay the price to redeem us
from sin’s penalty once and for all, fin-
ishing Satan’s grip on death.

To pay sin’s penalty, Christ gave
His life to gain us the gift of salvation.
Rescuing the world required the
death of God’s own Son to pay a ran-
som price for sin’s death sentence on
our lives (cf. Mark 10:45). The physi-
cal rescue of our souls required His
own death. No superhero can offer
such a price. Through God’s eternal
power, death could not hold Jesus in
the grave, and He rose from it victo-
riously.

Rescue by redemption from sin’s
grip is offered freely to all who call on
His name and receive Him as Saviour.
God willingly rescues us as casualties
of sin. Many are unwilling to see the
dangerous peril they are in and to ac-
cept the outstretched arms of help
from the divine Rescuer.

Superheroes leave the scene when
their deed is done; but Christ is always
with us, perfecting the rescued. His
rescue is complete, changing the
heart, character, and soul of the res-
cued. The right relationship between
the believer and God removes guilt
and inspires compelling actions of
love toward others.

In Christ there is no fear. With eter-
nity settled, we are to present our-
selves to Him, sacrificing our earthly
lives to be His messengers. Our faith
is not to be hidden but proclaimed. No
costume is necessary; Christ’s love is
to be seen in you with God’s eternal
power abiding in you to share His
good news. �

Teen Scene

The Christian and Trials
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN., PH.D.
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ANIKA and Janet were best
friends. They were the same age,

in the same grade, and they each en-
joyed jumping rope and eating straw-
berry ice cream. They created their
own Forever Friends Club and even
wrote a poem about friendship. Best
of all, both of them lived at the Her-
itage apartment building. 

One Saturday the girls jumped rope
on the sidewalk in front of their apart-
ment building. A small moving van
pulled up to the curb, and a woman
and a young girl got out.

“Hi,” Anika said. “My name is Anika,
and this is Janet. Are you moving in?”

“Pleased to meet you,” the woman
said. “I am Mrs. Santiago, this is my
daughter, Mari. We are moving into 4C.”

“I like to jump rope too,” Mari said,
looking at the girls’ jump ropes.

Anika smiled. “After you are moved
in, we can all jump rope together.”

Janet tugged Anika’s arm. “Let’s go.
I don’t want to jump rope anymore.”

On Monday the girls saw Mari at
school. “Do you want to walk home
with us this afternoon?” Anika asked.

“I would like to, but I can’t,” Mari
said, then hurried away.

“Why can’t she?” Janet whispered.

“We are going to the same place.”
“Let’s invite Mari to do homework

with us,” Anika said. 
After school, the girls knocked on

Mari’s door. There was no answer.
“Why won’t she come to the door?”

Janet asked. “I think she is hiding from
us.” 

Later, Janet flopped on the floor in
Anika’s room. “I don’t want to be
Mari’s friend,” she said.

“Why not?” Anika asked. “Mari
doesn’t know many people here yet.
She needs friends.”

The next day at school, Mari ate
lunch with Anika and Janet. 

“Mari, would you like to jump rope
with us on Saturday?” Anika asked. “I
found a rhyme that needs three people.”

Mari nodded her head. “Oh, yes!” 
“Why didn’t you answer your door

yesterday?” Janet asked. “I know you
were home.”

“Janet!” Anika said. “It’s not polite to
pry.”

“I don’t want to be friends with
someone who is hiding something.”
Janet pushed away from the table.
“Come on, Anika.”

“No,” Anika said. “I’m eating lunch
with Mari.”

“Suit yourself,” Janet said. “I don’t
care.” She picked up her lunch and
stomped away.

“I’m sorry,” Mari said.
“You haven’t done anything wrong,”

Anika said. “I’m not sure why Janet is
so upset.”

“I know you are best friends,” Mari
said. “And I don’t want to cause trou-
ble between friends.”

Anika put her arm around Mari’s shoul-
ders. “All three of us can be friends.”

Mari looked down at her plate. “I
didn’t know it was you knocking yes-
terday. Mom was late getting home.
She told me to never answer the door
when she’s not there.”

“My mom is always home,” Anika
said. “You could stay with us if your
mother is late again.” 

“Please don’t tell,” Mari said. “Mom
doesn’t want anyone to know.”

“When I’m scared or confused, I pray
about it,” Anika said. “God always
hears my prayers. I will pray for you.”

After school, Janet waited for Anika.
“Why did you invite Mari to jump rope
with us?” She crossed her arms in
front of her chest. “It’s always just
been you and me. Best friends forev-
er, remember?”

Anika reached over and hugged
Janet. “And we will always be best
friends,” she said.

“Mari is hiding a secret,” Janet said.
“She rushes off after school without
waiting for us.”

“Maybe she doesn’t want to walk
with a slowpoke,” Anika teased.

Janet was not amused. “She has
lived in the apartment building a whole
month and hasn’t ever invited us in.”

Anika had wondered about that too.
“I’m sure Mari has a reason.”

“Yes, and that reason is she’s hiding
a secret!” 

That night before she went to sleep,
Anika knelt down beside her bed.
“Dear God, please help my friend Mari.
I don’t know what to do, but I know
You are in control, and You can help
her. And please be with Janet. Help us
all be friends. In Jesus’ name. Amen.”

On Saturday morning, Mari waited

Boys and Girls

A Forever Friend
BY JUDYANN GRANT
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Quail
BY WANDA ERBSE

THE common quail belongs to the
same family of birds as pheasants

and turkeys. North America, South
America, Asia, Africa, Europe, and
Australia are all home to quail. Quail
are small, attractive, compact birds
that are often hunted for sport or food.

There are about forty-five species of
quail. They are classified in the order
galliformes, meaning heavy-bodied,
ground-feeding birds. They prefer
open country and build their nests in
fields of tall grass or grains. Because
of their coloration, they are not always
easy to spot when they hide in vege-
tation. God gave them a variety of calls
to communicate with one another.

Quail are not particularly strong fliers,
swimmers, or waders because they do
not need to be. They search for food
and nest on the ground. However, for
birds, they are quite fast runners. When
they fly for short distances, some of
them do fly swiftly but heavily. 

The northern bobwhite (so named for
the whistled call of the male bird that
sweeps upward on pitch) is the best-
known species in North America. They
originated from east of the Rockies and
north to southern Ontario and New
England and were later introduced to
parts of western North America. 

Bobwhites search for food almost en-
tirely on the ground. Most animals need
an abundant supply of water, but quail
can live on very little water, as little as
one-half teaspoon a day, which they get
from the plants and seeds they eat.

In the spring, the hens lay eight to

“We would love to go with you,”
Mari said.

“Janet and I created a club called
the Forever Friends Club, Mari. It’s not
really a club; it’s just Janet and me. But
I would like you to join.”

Mari’s face brightened. “I would like
that very much.”

“You like Mari more than you like
me!” Janet sobbed. She ripped up the
special friendship poem and scattered
the pieces on the floor. “We are not for-
ever friends!”

“Yes we are, Janet,” Anika said, “but
Mari is our friend now too.” 

“I’m sorry to cause you trouble,
Janet,” Mari said. “I hope we can all be
friends.”

“Friends don’t hide things from one
another,” Janet snapped.

“Will you please come to my apart-
ment after school?” Mari asked.
“There’s something I need to show you
and someone I want you to meet.”

Later that day, Anika and Janet fol-
lowed Mari to the fourth floor. Mari
pushed open the apartment door. The
girls looked around the apartment and
were shocked at what they saw.
“There’s no furniture!” Janet exclaimed.

Just then they heard a strange,
shuffling sound. From out of the bed-
room appeared a young boy. He
leaned heavily against a walker. His
legs were bandaged.

“This is my brother, Juan,” Mari said.
“He was just released from the hospi-
tal. Mom visited him every day.”

Juan smiled but did not speak. Just
then Mrs. Santiago emerged from the
kitchen. “Welcome, girls!” she said.
“Please forgive me for not inviting you
to sit down. We lost most of our pos-
sessions in the fire.” 

Janet’s eyes filled with tears. “Mari,
I’m so sorry,” she stammered, then ran
out the door.

Later on, Janet and Anika were in
Anika’s bedroom. Janet’s tears ran
down her face. “I feel awful. I was so
mean to Mari. But I didn’t know—”

“It’s easy to jump to conclusions when
we don’t know all the facts,” Anika said,
interrupting. “The important thing is to
admit our mistake and then ask Jesus to
forgive us and help us do better.”

Anika and Janet knelt down beside
the bed. Janet prayed, “Dear Lord,
please forgive me for being mean to
Mari. Show me how I can be a better
friend to her and her family. In Jesus’
name. Amen.”

When Janet got up from her knees,

on the sidewalk for Anika and Janet to
come out. 

“We’ll start with Mari in the middle,”
Anika said. 

“Why does she get to start?” Janet
asked.

“Janet, you be in the middle,” Mari
said, taking hold of one end of the long
rope.

“The rhyme is easy,” Anika said. “It
goes like this: ‘One in the middle, and
two at the ends. Each is a sister, and
each is a friend. A penny to save, and
a penny to spend. One in the middle,
and two at the ends.’”

The girls worked on the routine all
morning, jumping in time with the beat.
Anika smiled and whispered a silent
prayer, “Dear God, thank You for my
friends.”

The next day Anika and Janet went
to church with their families. Their Sun-
day school teacher, Miss Nelson, told
the class about a special day coming
up. “It’s called Friend Day,” she said.
“And I hope each one of you will invite
a friend to come to church with you.”
I know just the person I want to in-

vite, Anika thought.
As soon as Anika got home, she

knocked on Mari’s door. She heard
footsteps behind the door. 

Janet heard them too. “See, she is
hiding something from us! That’s why
I don’t want to be her friend.”

“Miss Nelson wants each of us to in-
vite a friend to church,” Anika said.
“I’m going to invite Mari, even if I have
to knock on her door every day.”

When Janet saw Mari at school, she
peppered her with questions. “Where
were you yesterday? Why won’t you an-
swer your door? What are you hiding?”

Mari’s eyes filled with tears. “I’m
sorry, but I can’t tell you.” Then she
hurried away.

“See!” Janet shouted. “We can’t be
friends with someone who is hiding
something.”

Anika prayed for the right words.
Then she said, “Jesus is our Friend. He
wants us to be friends with others and
help them know Him. I want to help Mari
know Jesus as her Friend. Then He can
help her with whatever is troubling her.”

That night, when Anika knelt down
beside her bed, she prayed, “Dear
God, please help my friend Mari. Show
me if there’s something I can do to be
a better friend to her. Help her know
Jesus as her forever Friend.”

The next day at school, Anika invit-
ed Mari to church. “Your mother is wel-
come to come too.”

Noah’s Ark

(Continued on page 47)
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sixteen eggs. Males may help keep
them warm by sitting on them. The
young do not need care for very long.
They are able to search for and eat
food on their own right away.

Both quail flesh and eggs are con-
sidered delicacies. Larger species of
quail are farm raised and marketed for
business.

During the fall and winter seasons,
bobwhites gather into coveys (groups
or flocks of quail that may have ten or
fewer birds or as many as one hun-
dred). The members of the covey seek
warmth and protection by huddling in
a circle, with their heads turned out-
ward. If they are frightened by their
predators, such as racoons, skunks,
or foxes, they fly straight up, very sud-
denly, beating their wings loudly. This
confuses the predator. They can also
quickly dart away but would have a
hard time outrunning a predator over
long distances.

Since birds do not have teeth, they
have a special way to grind up hard
food. God designed them with a giz-
zard, which is the strong, muscular
part of a bird’s digestive system. They
pick up gravel on the ground that ends
up in the gizzard. Muscular contrac-
tions cause the gizzard to squeeze
and grind up the sharp pieces of grav-
el, which they later pass as waste;
however, this process must be repeat-
ed continually to keep the digestive
system working properly.

Some species of quail and other
galliformes have already become ex-
tinct. When towns and cities spread
into areas that were once wild grass-
lands and woodlands, quail lose their
homes. Farmers use pesticides to kill
harmful insects in their fields, which
harm the birds as well. Also, when
large mowers cut tall grass, they often
chop up the quail nests and eggs hid-
den in the vegetation. Many young
quail are saved when the mowing of
fields and roadsides is delayed until
the quail nesting season is over, but
this practice is not always followed.

God used quail and manna to feed
the children of Israel during their forty
years of wandering in the wilderness.
He showed the people of Israel that He
would provide for all their needs.

God also wants us to trust in Him
alone. “Our soul is escaped as a bird
out of the snare of the fowlers: the
snare is broken, and we are escaped.
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth” (Ps.
124:7-8). �

You and Your Bible
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

Paul and Lydia in Philippi
Read Acts 16:12-15. Paul was on his second missionary journey. Find the fol-

lowing words in the story, and circle them in the word search.

PHILIPPI   MACEDONIA   SABBATH   PRAYER   RIVER
LYDIA   HEART   ABIDE   WORSHIPPED   GOD   BAPTIZED

A P R A Y E R B P S D E
H S S B R Y H U H L B O
E M A C E D O N I A A R
A M B K G J L M L T P I
R G B A B I D E I Z T V
T O A H J L D H P G I E
Z D T L Y D I A P G Z R
C G H J W T T E I H E O
N W O R S H I P P E D Z

Put the following sentences about Acts 16:12-15 in the correct order.

____ a. A woman called Lydia was there, and she listened to Paul.

____ b. Lydia was baptized along with her household.

____ c. Lydia worshipped God. Her heart was opened to the things that were
spoken by Paul.

____ d. Paul and those who were with him planned to spend certain days there.

____ e. Paul came to Philippi. This was a chief city of that part of Macedonia.

____ f. Paul’s group went to the river to pray on the Sabbath.

____ g. Lydia was faithful to the Lord, and she constrained them to stay with her.

Paul and Silas in Prison
Read Acts 16:24-31, 40. Fill in the blanks.

1. Paul and Silas were put into prison. They _________________ and sang
praises to God. The prisoners heard them.

2. There was a great ___________________________.

3. All the doors were _________________, and their bonds were loosed.

4. The keeper was awakened from his sleep. He would have killed himself, but
Paul called with a loud voice, “Do not ____________ yourself. We are all
here.”

5. The keeper called for a _______________ and brought them out. He asked
what he must do to be saved.

6. They said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you shall be
_______________.” 

7. Paul and Silas left prison and entered Lydia’s house. They
________________________ them and left.

Answers:

�Paul and Lydia in Philippi:a.4; b.6; c.5; d.2; e.1; f.3; g.7. Paul and
Silas in Prison:1.prayed; 2.earthquake; 3.opened; 4.harm; 5.light; 6.saved;
7.comforted.
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Wit and Wisdom

Jack Lemmon (1925-2001): “If you
think it’s hard to meet new people, try
picking up the wrong golf ball.”

* * *

“There are many ways to measure
success not the least of which is the
way your child describes you when
talking to a friend.”

* * *

“Making marriage work is like running
a farm. You have to start all over again
each morning.”

* * *

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. (1809-
1894): “To be seventy years young is
sometimes far more cheerful and
hopeful than to be forty years old.”

* * *

“An optimist is one who makes the
best of it when he gets the worst of it.”

* * *

“How rare it is to find a person quiet
enough to hear God speak.”

* * *

“Trouble is like an ugly dog—looks
worse coming than going.”

* * *

“The Bible promises no loaves for the
loafer.”

* * *

“A person becomes wise by observing
what happens when he isn’t.”

* * *

“The way a man plays a game shows
some of his character. The way he los-
es shows all of it.”

* * *

“Many people hate any change that
doesn’t jingle in their pocket.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

A Season for Gratitude

John Edgar McFadyen (1870-1933):
“For the light that never failed and the
grace that never left us in the days gone
by; for the visions that dispelled our
doubt and the hopes that chastened
our sorrow, we lift up our hearts to Thee
in praise and joy. May the coming days
be filled with a high sense of the sa-
credness of life and the value of time.”

* * *

“From a heart overflowing with grati-
tude, we will want to honour and glori-
fy God by gratefully offering back to
Him the many good gifts He has be-
stowed on us. We will not go to church
to be entertained, to see ‘what we can
get out of it’ for our own private gratifi-
cation, but rather to praise and worship
the triune God of grace and glory.”

* * *

Albert Barnes (1798-1870): “We can
always find something to be thankful
for, and there may be reasons why we
ought to be thankful for even those
dispensations which appear dark and
frowning.”

* * *

William Law (1686-1761): “If anyone
would tell you the shortest, surest way
to happiness and all perfection, he
must tell you . . . to thank and praise
God for everything that happens to
you. For it is certain that whatever
seeming calamity happens to you, if
you thank and praise God for it, you
turn it into a blessing.”

* * *

Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758):
“Among the many acts of gratitude we
owe to God, it may be accounted one
to study and contemplate the perfec-
tions and beauties of His work of cre-
ation. Every new discovery must nec-
essarily raise in us a fresh sense of the
greatness, wisdom, and power of
God.”

* * *

Margaret Sangster (1838-1912): “I
thank You for these gifts, dear
God, / Upon Thanksgiving Day—For
love and laughter and the faith/That
bids me kneel and pray.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“That sermon certainly hit home: how did you
know about Albert?”

“It certainly takes a lot of preparation to teach
a Sunday school class, doesn’t it?”

“Worst thing is we hear the same sermon
twice.”
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STANDING on top of 14,115-foot-
high Pikes Peak and overlooking

seemingly endless plains and rugged
mountains, it is difficult to focus on just
one inspiring scene longer than another.

When examining Abraham’s life, we
are provided with a variety of scenes
that not only inspire us but also give us
a clearer view of God and His purpose
for our life. Genesis 22 depicts one of
those scenes and has a significant mes-
sage for dads. As the chapter unfolds,
we learn how Abraham responded to
God’s command that he offer his son
Isaac as a burnt sacrifice. The charac-
teristics Abraham displayed in respond-
ing to God’s command should mark our
lives as fathers too. If they do, they be-
come a rich legacy for our children. 
1. Abraham showed unflinching obe-

dience to God (Gen. 22:1-3).A Christian
dad ought to obey God promptly and
fully. He must not argue with God, make
excuses, or procrastinate. Although
God had commanded Abraham to sac-
rifice his son Isaac, whom he deeply
loved, Abraham obeyed promptly. Ear-
ly the next morning, Abraham arose,
prepared everything he needed for the
sacrifice, and took Isaac and two young
servants to the place God had appoint-
ed for the sacrifice. 

Of course, it is not always easy to
obey God, but it is always right. When
my two daughters and son were young
adults, I believed God wanted my wife
and I to leave our home of nineteen
years and begin a new ministry more
than one thousand miles away. Saying
good-bye was indescribably difficult,
but we followed what we believed was
God’s leading. How could we do other-
wise? My children had heard me preach
many times that Christians should obey
God. If I disobeyed, I would be sinning
against God and failing to practice what
I had preached. God honored our obe-
dience by giving us new friends and a
fruitful ministry at the new location. Also,
several years later, He reunited us with
our daughters and son.

Dad, if you want your children to

obey God, do not simply tell them.
Show them! Abraham’s son could see
clearly that his father obeyed God
promptly and fully. 
2. Abraham showed unswerving faith

in God (Gen. 22:4-8). God had prom-
ised Abraham that he and Sarah would
have a son when it was humanly im-
possible for them to become biological
parents, and He kept His promise.
Isaac was born when Abraham was
one hundred and Sarah was ninety.
God had also said He would fulfill His
covenant promises through Isaac (cf.
13:14-17; 15:4-5; 17:4-8, 19; 22:1-3).
All those gracious promises depended
on Isaac’s staying alive and becoming
a father. Abraham could have assumed
that God was defaulting on His promis-
es by commanding him to slay Isaac,
but he believed God in spite of the cir-
cumstances. 

We see Abraham’s faith in the
covenant-keeping God when he told his
servants to stay at a certain point while
he and Isaac would go further and wor-
ship. He said he and Isaac would “come
again to you” (Gen. 22:5). 

That same unswerving faith was
present when Isaac observed that
everything was on hand for the sacrifice
except the most important feature—the
lamb. Abraham replied, “My son, God
will provide himself a lamb for a burnt of-
fering” (Gen. 22:8). Abraham must have
believed wholeheartedly that God
would not let Isaac die, for it would
mean His promises would die with
Isaac. So, to be true to His word, God
would provide a lamb in Isaac’s place.

Hebrews 11:17-19 offers significant
insight into Abraham’s unswerving faith.
Knowing that God’s promises and
Isaac’s future were inextricably linked
together, Abraham believed God was
able to raise Isaac from the dead even if
he became a burnt offering. 

A dad’s faith may never be tested to
the extent that Abraham’s faith was test-
ed, but it will surely be tested. An illness
may test it. A job loss may test it. A dam-
aged car may test it. A long-distance

move may test it. Any difficult circum-
stance may make life stressful and
threaten to implode Dad’s faith, while the
wife and children watch to see how he
responds. If Dad exercises faith in God
and His promises, he will weather life’s
toughest storms; but if he displays a lack
of faith, the trials will negatively impact
not only Dad but also his entire family. 
3. Abraham showed unrivaled love

for God (Gen. 22:9-13). By command-
ing Abraham to offer his son Isaac as a
burnt offering, God tested his obedi-
ence and faith, but He also tested Abra-
ham’s love. Would Abraham’s love for
God prove to be greater than his love
for Isaac? By offering Isaac, he would
demonstrate supreme love for God.
However, if he spared Isaac, his love for
Isaac would trump his love for God.

Genesis 22:9-10 leaves no doubt that
Abraham’s love for God was unrivaled
by anyone. As much as he loved Isaac,
he loved God more. He bound Isaac,
laid him on the altar, and raised a knife
to plunge into him. However, God
stopped Abraham from proceeding.
Abraham had demonstrated conclu-
sively that he loved God supremely. A
ram caught in a thicket would become
the sacrifice in Isaac’s stead.

No father will face the same test of
love for God that Abraham faced, but
God may challenge him to decide
whether he loves God more than any-
one or anything. Jesus taught that
everyone should love God with all his
heart, all his soul, all his mind, and all his
strength (cf. Mark 12:30). Dad may love
his wife or children or his possessions,
job, or hobby more than God. Spousal
love and paternal love are certainly im-
portant, and possessions, a career, and
a hobby are not inherently evil, but love
for God must have no rivals.

Perhaps soon after your child was
born you dedicated him or her to the
Lord. Are you still committed to the goal
of having your son or daughter fulfill His
will? Is your love for God so deep and
paramount that you would not try to dis-
suade your son or daughter from even a
low-paying career if that were His will? 

I hold high regard for parents of mis-
sionaries or other full-time Christian
workers. Those parents love their chil-
dren very much, but they have demon-
strated clearly that they love God even
more deeply. 

Dad, your children want to see that
you obey God fully, believe Him un-
questionably, and love Him supreme-
ly. Do not disappoint them! �

Dad’s Den

Valuable Lessons for Dad 
from Father Abraham

BY JIM DYET
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We do not know whether Bath-she-
ba intended to seduce David or
whether she was only a victim. In any
case, she could not refuse a request
from the king. When she told David
she was carrying his child, he
arranged to have her husband, Uriah,
killed. Uriah was an officer in David’s
army. He was one of David’s “mighty
men” (II Sam. 23:8, 39). After Uriah’s
death, David took Bath-sheba as his
wife, and their son was born.

How would it feel to be married to
the man who murdered your hus-
band? The Bible is silent about Bath-
sheba’s feelings through all of this.

David may have thought that he had
gotten away with his sin, but that was
not the case. God sent the Prophet
Nathan to confront David. David re-
pented with great remorse (II Sam.
12:16-17; Ps. 51). The child died. 

In spite of the circumstances of the
child, Bath-sheba would have
mourned the death of her son (the
Bible records no despair on her part). 

After this first child died, she bore
more children (four sons), including
Solomon, the next king of Israel. Many
generations later, Jesus the Messiah
was born in her lineage. 

As the mother of Solomon, we see
her standing by her son to secure the
throne (I Kings 1). As David’s wife, it
may well be that Bath-sheba truly
worshipped God (cf. vss. 15-17).
Bath-sheba stood by her son to se-
cure the throne for the house of
David. God had promised David that
He would establish an enduring king-
dom through his family (I Chron.
17:11-14; II Chron. 6:16). It is possi-
ble that Bath-sheba knew this and
trusted in His promise.

Jochebed, Bath-sheba, and Susan-
na were all rewarded for trusting God
during their lifetimes, but this may not
always be the case for everyone. 

My sister was on fire for the Lord
during her high school years. She
wrote in her senior yearbook that her
goal in life was to see all people
saved. Since then, sadly, she has re-
nounced Christ. At this writing, she
will soon be celebrating her fifty-fifth
birthday. My mother prays for her
daily. We do not know whether God
will answer my mother’s prayers in
her lifetime; God only asks that she
remain faithful. She remains diligent,
even though she has not seen an an-
swer to her prayer the way she hopes
it will be answered. She places her
trust in the Lord. �

called “Methodists,” but they would
eventually transform the church in 
England.

One biblical mother whose faith led
her to desperate measures for God’s glo-
ry (as her name meant) was Jochebed,
the mother of Moses. When the king of
Egypt feared the growth of the Hebrew
people, he ordered the death of all He-
brew baby boys.

Jochebed, like Susanna, knew that
her children were given to her by God.
She defied the king’s orders. She hid
her baby for as long as she could. Per-
haps she wept and pleaded with God in
a way similar to how David did when he
prayed, “Hide not thy face from thy ser-
vant; for I am in trouble” (Ps. 69:17).
When she set her three-month old child
adrift in the Nile, she trusted him to
God.

God directed events in a way
Jochebed could not have imagined.
Jochebed’s daughter,  Mir iam,
watched as the baby was lifted from
the water by Pharaoh’s daughter. The
young woman recognized the baby as
a Hebrew. Miriam spoke to Pharaoh’s
daughter, offering to find a Hebrew
mother to nurse the child. Pharaoh’s
daughter agreed, and Miriam sum-
moned her own mother. 

Where did Miriam get this idea? The
Bible does not say that she was
coached or in any way encouraged to
confront Pharaoh’s daughter. God di-
rected her. God’s promise in the New
Testament to give us the right words in
times of trouble also applied in Old
Testament times, for God is unchang-
ing. “Settle it therefore in your hearts,
not to meditate before what ye shall
answer: for I will give you a mouth and
wisdom, which all your adversaries
shall not be able to gainsay nor resist”
(Luke 21:14-15). Jochebed had raised
Miriam in a way that fostered her
courage and her ability to hear God’s
voice and act on it.

Another biblical mother who trusted
God through tragedy was Bath-sheba.
When David saw Bath-sheba bathing,
he sent messengers to fetch her. David
“lay with her” (II Sam. 11:4), and she be-
came pregnant.

WE live in a world of split-second
communication, microwave

meals, and instant heartburn relief. With
this “I-need-it-now” mentality, what
mother has time to be with her children,
listen to them, or pray for them?

No matter how badly we want in-
stant results, some things take time.
God’s plans often take time to be ful-
filled. Isaiah 25:9 tells us, “This is our
God; we have waited for him, and he
will save us: this is the Lord.”

Circumstances in our children’s ear-
ly years may make us wonder how
God could ever redeem some situa-
tions. We may find it difficult to trust
and obey. God only asks that we re-
main faithful.

Susanna Wesley, the mother of John
Wesley, a founder of Methodism, is an
example of a mother who faithfully de-
voted her life to raising her children for
Christ. Susanna was the youngest of
twenty-five children. In 1688, at the
age of nineteen, she married Samuel
Wesley and over the years gave birth
to nineteen children. Of these, ten sur-
vived to adulthood. 

In 1709, Susanna’s home was de-
stroyed by fire. The family was forced
to split up, with the children divided
among friends and relatives. Susan-
na’s nineteenth child was born one
month later.

Susanna overcame shock and grief
and became determined to reunite her
family and save her children’s souls.
Once their home was rebuilt, Susanna
developed routines that would guide
her children’s lives.

The family was up at five o’clock
every morning, with specific activities
allotted to each hour of the day. Su-
sanna spent individual time with each
child every week, discussing that
child’s relationship with God, his or her
fears, goals, and expectations of life.
She embodied Galatians 6:9: “Let us
not be weary in well doing: for in due
season we shall reap.”

Two of Susanna’s sons, John and
Charles, applied their mother’s exam-
ple to their own lives. They founded
the Holy Club to help others live in
Christlike ways. They were derisively

One Mother to Another

The Trusting Mother
BY JANE CHASE
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YOUR new baby has chromosome
damage,” the visiting doctor

told me. “We’ll do tests, but I’m sure
of it.”

In 1975, that was how I learned that
my baby had a birth defect, a special
needs condition, or disability, as it is
called today. 

Eventually, tests proved that Brit-
tany did not have a chromosome
problem; instead, she had a joint and
muscle condition with a very long
name. Most children affected by this
condition are successfully treated with
surgery or other therapies, but a very
few suffer severe mental retardation.
Such was the case with my daughter.
Still, despite her limitations, she was a
cheerful, responsive child who
charmed many during her brief seven
years of life. 

Of course, over those years we
found that her condition challenged
our family in many ways. Having a
special needs child certainly can tear
at the very fabric of any family. Also, all
parents, even mature Christians, have
many questions. 

Some parents deal with the condi-
tion. They ask, What is really involved
with my child? What does this mean
for our family? Parents also have per-
sonal queries. They ask, Why did this
happen? Did I do something wrong?
Why does my child embarrass me?
Why am I ashamed of him? Some may
even be in denial, believing there is no
problem.

Actually, such natural questions can
help us identify three frequent re-
sponses to having a special needs
child—guilt, shame, and denial. In
fact, even Christian families may have
these responses.

Still, Christian parents with a spe-
cial needs child should know that God
knows everything about their situa-
tion. If they trust Him to direct and
provide for them, they can act in ac-
cord with His will and also serve oth-
ers. Yet before they come to that re-
assurance, they must often deal with
these issues of guilt, shame, and de-

nial as they seek for answers.
To illustrate how this could work,

here are three fictitious Christian fam-
ily situations. Within these scenarios
are depictions of how families with
special needs children met these chal-
lenges and what they learned. 

John and Melanie’s youngest child,
Todd, was born with Down syndrome.
As these parents tried to adjust,
Melanie’s mother, Louise, began giv-
ing critical observations.

Actually, Melanie was used to
Louise’s criticism. Over the years,
Louise had expressed an opinion of
Melanie’s father. “He’s a bum!” she
would say. And concerning John, she
said, “He’s lazy and should work hard-
er!” Then when Melanie worked part-
time at her church’s preschool, Louise
commented, “You’re neglecting your
children!” Inwardly insecure, Melanie
remained silent to such remarks.

As his parents focused on helping
Todd develop, they found support and
encouragement from their church and
their doctors. But Louise had her own
opinion about Todd’s condition. “He’s
deformed because you’ve done
something wrong, and God’s punish-
ing you!” Soon after that, Louise
moved away, leaving Melanie very
confused.

She wondered whether Louise was
right. Was Todd’s condition punish-
ment for some sin Melanie had com-
mitted? But if that were the case, what
was the offense? Feeling lost and des-
perate, Melanie prayed for guidance. 

Her answer came as her pastor
preached one Sunday about how God
deals with confessed sins. “If you’re
worried about God’s judging you for a
past offense, then I’ve got good news
for you. He forgives, removes, and
even forgets our sins!” the pastor ex-
plained. “As the Psalmist put it, ‘As far
as the east is from the west, so far hath
He removed our transgressions from
us’ (Ps. 103:12). Worried about a sin?
Confess it, and then forget it! God cer-
tainly has.”

Melanie found that reassuring. Al-

though she doubted that Todd’s con-
dition was actually divine punishment,
she made sure she confessed any sins
and then trusted God to forgive and
forget. She knew that her continued
guilt served no purpose. For if God did
not hold her sins against her, why
should she continue feeling guilty?

Gradually Melanie learned to trust
God’s purposes and provision as Todd
continued to develop. She also
reached out to other mothers of special
needs children in her church by helping
with a prayer and Bible study group. 

Then Louise moved back and re-
sumed her criticism. Melanie respond-
ed with gentle patience and loving af-
firmation. Relying on God’s mercy and
grace, Melanie’s constant guilt gradu-
ally faded. 

Virginia’s story is different, both with
her son’s condition as well as her re-
sponse. Virginia felt no guilt about her
son’s condition; instead, she grew to
be ashamed of him! 

Her son Jamie’s condition was not
discovered until he entered school
and his grades began to fall. He also
became a discipline problem. Tests
proved he had a learning disability,
which made it difficult for him to con-
centrate on his lessons. His teachers
were ready to help him, but Virginia
wanted no part of it. All she could think
of was that Jamie was not perfect!

As college instructors, Virginia and
her husband were proud that Jamie
was initially extremely bright and had
once done well in school. It was an im-
possibility to them that he would have
a learning disability. That implied there
was something wrong with him. They
did not think Jamie needed extra
help—they thought he just needed to
work harder. 

Yet over time, as Jamie continued to
do poorly in school, Virginia became
more frustrated and confused. She
wondered whether there was actually
something wrong with Jamie. She
would quickly deny that thought, but
she realized that she had begun to feel
ashamed of him!

Family Life

And a Little Child Shall Lead Them
BY ANNE ADAMS
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a challenge; yet when a Christian fam-
ily learns to trust God for guidance and
provision, they often experience the
Lord at work in their lives. In the previ-
ous fictitious example, Megan was
deaf from birth. In reality, Chad
Entinger became deaf as a toddler due
to spinal meningitis. Today Chad is the
executive director of Deaf Missions,
based in Council Bluffs, Iowa
(www.deafmissions.com). He works in
the ministry that first provided his fa-
ther with the right gospel materials. 

In fact, Chad speaks from experi-
ence as a special needs child. He
wrote in an e-mail to me dated Octo-
ber 24, 2014: “I just can’t imagine my
life any different. I do thank God for
making me deaf as I have had unique
life experiences. God has a plan for
each and every one of us, whether we
are deaf or hearing.”

Special needs conditions can cer-
tainly affect both children as well as
parents in many ways, but as we rely
on God for direction and provision, all
that happens will be for our benefit
and His glory. �

sionally parents of special needs chil-
dren might continue to refuse to admit
there may be a potential condition. It
is called denial.

Denial could certainly have been an
issue for Laura when she sensed that
something was wrong with her baby,
Megan. She could have just ignored it
and denied what was happening, but
she did not.

It started when Laura realized that,
unlike her older children, baby Megan
did not react to sounds around her. In
fact, she seemed to smile or laugh only
when something caught her eye.
Megan ignored what she was not di-
rectly looking at. 

When Laura’s father-in-law sneezed
so suddenly and loudly that the other
children jumped, Megan paid no at-
tention. Only when Grandpa came into
her sight did she laugh and wiggle.

That was enough for Laura. What-
ever the issue, Megan was just not re-
sponding as other children did. It
could be nothing, but Laura decided to
verify her suspicions. At the baby’s
next checkup, Laura expressed her
concern to the doctor.

Tests proved Laura was right to be
concerned, for Megan was hearing im-
paired. With that diagnosis, Laura and
her husband, Rod, embraced the ther-
apy and education that was available.
Also, as strong Christians, they trust-
ed God to guide them. Megan was fit-
ted with hearing aids that offered par-
tial hearing, but the teachers
encouraged the family to learn sign
language to help her communicate
better. They learned that while hearing
aids or a cochlear implant help many
deaf people, sign language is often the
best way to communicate for many
who are hearing impaired.

Of course, Rod and Laura definitely
wanted Megan to hear and learn about
Jesus so that she could trust Him as
Saviour. They remembered how Christ
wanted His followers to learn about
Him when He said several times, “He
that hath ears to hear, let him hear”
(Luke 8:8). However, Megan “heard”
best through sign language, so they
sought the right resources. On one In-
ternet Web site, they found video pre-
sentations using sign language to not
just present the gospel but teach the
Scriptures as well. Using resources
like these, Megan learned quickly.
When she was old enough, she was
baptized at church with the pastor
signing to her.

A special needs child can indeed be

That realization made Virginia
cringe. She knew she should not feel
that way about her own son. There had
to be a solution. She considered turn-
ing the matter over to God.

Although she was a casual Christian
and did not attend church often, Vir-
ginia was so desperate for a solution
that she went to her pastor. To her sur-
prise, he told her that he and his wife
had a son like Jamie. He shared with
her what they had discovered. 

“It sounds silly now, but I first
thought his condition reflected on us
as parents,” he told her. “We were
afraid everyone would think that if our
son wasn’t perfect, then we weren’t,
either.” 

“I have felt the same way,” Virginia
said softly. 

The pastor continued. “Then I gave
a sermon about how perfect God is
and how without His help, we imper-
fect humans can have no relationship
with Him.” He opened his Bible. “I
used the passage in the sixth chapter
of Isaiah where the prophet describes
a vision. He is in God’s presence, and
he realized he was unworthy to ap-
proach the Lord. He described his im-
perfection as having ‘unclean lips.’” 

Virginia read the passage he point-
ed out. “‘Then said I, Woe is me! for I
am undone; because I am a man of un-
clean lips’” (Isa. 6:5). Then she read
how one of the angels took a hot coal
from the altar and touched the
prophet’s lips. She read, “‘And he laid
it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniqui-
ty is taken away, and thy sin purged’”
(vs. 7). 

The pastor explained. “As Chris-
tians we’re all imperfect—we have
‘unclean lips’ (Isa. 6:5). But when we
believe in Christ as Saviour, then we’re
made perfect in His eyes. God isn’t
ashamed of me, so I shouldn’t be
ashamed of my son.”

The pastor then explained that with
the help his son was getting, he was
doing fine in high school. With that re-
assurance, Virginia began to rethink
her attitude.

She began to work with her son’s
teachers to design the right plan for
Jamie, and gradually he improved.
Also, the family began to attend
church regularly; and as Virginia be-
came proud of her son again, she
also began a new relationship with
God.

Melanie and Virginia found ways to
deal with guilt and shame, but occa-

she was smiling. “I know what to do!”
she said, grabbing Anika’s hand.
“Come on!”

The girls raced down to the apart-
ment manager’s office. “Mr. Blair,” Janet
said, “do you still have furniture that was
left behind from other tenants?”

Mr. Blair thought for a minute. “Well,
there are odds and ends cluttering up
the basement.”

Janet smiled. “Well, I know a way to
clean up the basement and to be a
good friend too!”

With the help of Mr. Blair, Janet and
Anika carried up enough furniture to fill
the Santiagos’ living room.

When they were done, Mrs. Santia-
go invited everyone to stay for tacos. 

Mari threw her arms around Janet
and Anika. “I am so thankful for the
very best friends in the whole world.”
Janet blinked back tears.

Anika smiled. “Jesus is our forever
Friend,” she said. “You will learn more
about Him when you come to church
with us.” �

A Forever Friend

(Continued from page 41)
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SELECTING one particular Bible
text as my favorite text for this

article was actually quite difficult. A
look through my Bible would reveal
many favorite verses that I have ei-
ther highlighted or written out in var-
ious places within the pages. God’s
Word truly is alive and has spoken
peace, correction, and direction into
my life (cf. II Tim. 3:16) at the very
moments when I have needed them
most.

The Bible text that I decided to
share as my favorite is John 10:27-
29: “My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me: And
I give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave them me, is
greater than all; and no man is able
to pluck them out of my Father’s
hand.”

These verses in John have brought
and continue to bring such peace,
joy, and deep security to me on many
levels.

It might seem odd, but the first thing
I love about this portion of Scripture is
being likened to a sheep. I am not too
proud to admit that I can greatly relate
to a sheep, especially in my spiritual
life.

On their own, sheep are helpless
and defenseless. Without the care and
protection of the shepherd, they would
become easy prey for their enemies
who could hurt or kill them. Likewise, I
know full well that I too have an ene-
my who wants to hurt or destroy me
and my testimony for the Lord (cf.
I Pet. 5:8). How grateful I am, howev-
er, to also know that as one of God’s
sheep I am cared for and protected (cf.
Ps. 61:3)!

Another characteristic of sheep is
that they often wander aimlessly into
areas that are not intended for them
and only return as the shepherd di-
rects them. I too can become dis-
tracted by many daily pressures and
temptations, finding myself in barren
places unbefitting for a believer. God,
however, is so good and faithful. He

never allows me to drift away for very
long but directs me back to the fold
(cf. Ezek. 34:11-15), using whatever
means He knows are best. 

The remaining thoughts of my se-
lected text, John 10:28-29, became
more special to me as I was taking a
children’s ministry course (Teaching
Children Effectively Level 1) through
CEF (Child Evangelism Fellowship).

CEF had available an object les-
sons book in which teachers could
use visual tools, in conjunction with a
particular verse or verses, to help a
child better understand the meaning
of the text. My class, which was many
years ago, had the privilege of partic-
ipating in and watching our instructor
do an object lesson on John 10:28-
29. It had a great impact on me even
as an adult.

If memory serves me correctly, the
object lesson was called “Double
Safe.” To stress visually the unshak-
able and constant shelter believers
have in Christ, we were instructed to
tuck our thumb inside the palm of our
hand and tightly close the other four
fingers around it. The enclosed thumb
was to represent the believer. The fin-
gers tightly wrapping the thumb repre-
sented Jesus.

To stress the safety of the believer
further, we then were to take our other
hand and wrap it around the enclosed
thumb and the fingers of the first hand.
The other hand was to represent God
the Father.

We were then asked by our instruc-
tor to try and move our thumb around
as it was enclosed within both hands.
We could not! Our thumbs were total-
ly cushioned and protected, much like
our lives as believers are. The Scrip-
tures tell us our lives are hidden in
Christ (Col. 3:3).

Although I am far removed from
childhood, the Bible says we are to
become like little children (Matt.18:3),
trusting our Father in heaven to care
for us and keep His promises. Having
heard John 10:28-29 and the activity
I had learned with it, I have wrapped
my fingers tightly around my thumb

many times, much like a child would
probably do.

It is amazing and yet so like our lov-
ing God to use His precious Word and
a simple childlike activity to bring
comfort in trying times. I had to remind
myself that I was “double safe” as I lay
in an MRI scanner at a hospital, un-
dergoing tests and wondering anx-
iously what the outcome would be.
Also, I have approached podiums to
lead a women’s Bible class, special
event, or children’s Bible club thinking
about these verses and object lesson.
Having always been a rather shy per-
son, public speaking has never come
without anxiety. I am reminded, how-
ever, that it is the Lord who has called
and equipped me to such positions,
and I have nothing to fear as I follow
my Shepherd.

More simplistically, I love John
10:27-29 because I am promised the
ability to hear my Shepherd. How mar-
velous it is to be able to hear the King
of the universe, the Creator, the Sav-
iour of the world speak personally to
me!

That Jesus knows me personally is
a thrill beyond words! I have always
loved Psalm 139:1-18, which also
speaks of God’s intimate knowledge
of His children.

The Giver and His gift of eternal life
are very evident in this text and bring
such comfort to my heart. Whenever
Satan tries to place doubts in my
mind about the authenticity or per-
manency of my salvation, I simply re-
mind myself of these verses. It is Je-
sus Christ who gives eternal life to
those who believe in Him (John 3:16).
Eternal life in heaven is a gift (Eph.
2:8). The Bible says in Romans 11:29,
“For the gifts and calling of God are
without repentance.” In other words,
God does not take back what He
freely gives. 

My favorite text is very special to me
for so many reasons. Imagine for a
moment that you and I were sitting
down having coffee together. If I asked
about your favorite Bible text, what
would you lead me to? �

My Favorite Bible Text:
John 10:27-29

BY CHRISTINE M. MORRISON
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cliques in the local church where some
may have the attitude that they are bet-
ter than others. Such is also sin against
God and the local body of Christ. 
5. The congregation should have an

understanding that serving the Lord in
various capacities, whether in the local
building or outside the local building,
is based on God’s blessings rather
than a duty to be performed in order to
be more blessed by God. Ephesians
1:3—3:21 describes the blessings of
God upon believers in Christ. Then in
Ephesians 4:1, Paul used the word
“therefore.” Paul meant that the bless-
ings God bestowed on the believers in
the first three chapters of Ephesians
should be the catalyst to cause them
to want to serve the Lord as taught in
the rest of the Ephesian letter. That is
why after the word “therefore,” Paul
penned, “walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called.” The blessing
of God to motivate a congregation to
serve the Lord cannot be carried out in
the believer’s own power but by rely-
ing on the power of the Holy Spirit (cf.
5:18).  
6. The congregation should do their

best to live pure lives. The Apostle Paul
exhorted the Thessalonians, “For this is
the will of God, even your sanctifica-
tion, that ye should abstain from forni-
cation: That every one of you should
know how to possess his vessel in
sanctification and honour” (I Thess.
4:3-4). These words mean that in a
world of sexual immorality (pornogra-
phy, sexual relations before marriage,
adultery), believers are to guard their
hearts as to what they watch and what
they read. Purity of life is certainly the
expectation of a pastor for his people.
7. The congregation should see

people outside of Christ the way Christ
does. Matthew recorded for us how
Christ saw those needing the Saviour:
“But when he saw the multitudes, he
was moved with compassion on them,
because they fainted, and were scat-
tered abroad, as sheep having no
shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). The congrega-
tion who has a heart to reach the lost
locally and globally will certainly bring
joy to their pastor’s heart.

Even though a pastor can have all of
the above expectations, he knows that
each one in his flock is in the process
of becoming like Christ. His prayer
should be that each member of the
church God has called him to serve-
would grow continually in God’s
grace. �

es that have multiple staff members, if
the congregation is not careful, com-
parisons will be made between those
on the pastoral staff. 

The insightful pastor will not make
changes quickly, but will spend time
preaching the Word of God and being
out among the people, gaining their
trust before seeking to lead the con-
gregation into any new direction to fur-
ther the growth of the body spiritually
and numerically. Indeed, one of the ex-
pectations a pastor would have of the
congregation he serves is that he is
accepted by them for who he is.
3. The congregation should desire to

grow spiritually. Certainly, the pastor
knows that members of the congrega-
tion are at different places spiritually in
their lives as followers of Christ. At the
same time, the pastor has the expec-
tation that the congregation wants to
grow spiritually by becoming more like
Christ. That is why Paul prayed for the
Philippian believers to grow in their
love for Christ and for each other, be-
ing filled with the fruits of righteous-
ness (cf. Phil. 1:10-11). 
4. The congregation should accept

all people regardless of their racial
identity or economic status. Paul re-
minded the Ephesian believers that
Christ was the Saviour of the Jew and
the Gentile, and that the church of Je-
sus Christ included all believers, re-
gardless of their ethnic backgrounds
(Eph. 2:11-22). For a Jew and a Gentile
to sit together in the same “pew” was
a revolutionary idea for that day, but it
was made possible by God’s grace be-
ing available to all people, regardless
of their race, who responded to the
gospel of Jesus Christ by faith. Christ’s
gospel is for all peoples.

In addition, James made it clear to
his readers that God showed no par-
tiality regarding those who were less
fortunate financially (Jas. 2:1-13). In
fact, the believers in the assembly in
James’s day were honoring the mate-
rially rich but were mistreating the
poor, but the poor actually were eter-
nally rich, for they had their faith in Je-
sus Christ. James’s admonition was
that God shows no partiality.

Similarly, sometimes there can be

HAVING been a pastor for over forty-
five years, I know that there can be

some challenges in ministry. At the same
time, the people of any congregation
can make it a lot easier for their pastor
and for themselves if they have some
understanding of what their pastor may
expect from them. In that light, let me
suggest some expectations that a pas-
tor can have of the people he serves.
1. The congregation should pray for

their pastor on a daily basis. This should
be number one. All members of the
congregation should pray daily for their
pastor. There is power in corporate
prayer. The Apostle Paul understood
the necessity of prayer, for while in
prison he asked the Ephesians to pray
for him that he would have boldness in
sharing the gospel (Eph. 6:19). Praying
for the pastor should be done individu-
ally and in a family setting as well. 

One’s prayer for the pastor should in-
clude requests for his physical health,
for renewed spiritual stamina and in-
sight as he prepares messages, for pro-
tection from any of the evil one’s temp-
tations, and for wisdom in helping those
with different needs. In addition, prayer
should be made that he would be able
to balance his time between his family
and his ministry, keeping his family first.
Make sure that thanks is given to God
for one’s pastor and his family.  
2. The congregation should accept

him for who he is. Every pastor has his
own personality, along with different
spiritual gifts and talents. The tenden-
cy of the old Adamic nature is to shift
into the comparison mode. This can
easily happen when there is a change
in pastors and the pastor who moved
on to another ministry was well liked.
The next pastor who is called may have
a little different personality and may
want to do things a bit differently when,
all of a sudden, some in the congrega-
tion start making comparisons with the
previous pastor. I have seen this hap-
pen, and it can be devastating to the
unity of the congregation.

Of course, the comparison could
also be made between the pastor and
a radio or a television preacher. The
thought might be, “Why can’t my pas-
tor preach like him?” In larger church-

What Can a Pastor Expect 
from Church Members?

BY PAUL R. BAWDEN
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IGREW up in a Christian family with
great-grandparents, grandpar-

ents, and parents who served as
pastors, elders, or Sunday school
teachers. People who are raised in
this type of family environment often
assume that they must be Christians
too. I did not feel that way. I knew that
I did too many “wrong” things as a
kid.

At thirteen, I went forward and de-
clared my belief in Jesus. I was in-
volved in youth choir and Bible study.
I was active in Youth for Christ at my
high school. My best friend and I want-
ed to become missionaries in Africa. I
thought I was on the right path, but I
was wrong.

Later I went to college and soon
went along with most of the college
crowd, partying and drinking. Per-
haps a couple of things shook my
faith and led me away. My mother and
little brother were killed in a car acci-
dent the next summer. The year after
that, I was raped on a date. I ques-
tioned why God would allow such
things to happen. Why had He not
protected me?

For the next eighteen years, I
strayed pretty far from God; however,
if I was ever in trouble, I still turned to
God in prayer. He showed His grace to
me by providing a way out and sus-
taining me.

During this time, I became a teacher
and met the man I would marry. My fi-
ancé claimed to be a Christian, and
when we were first married, he was
the one who initiated church atten-
dance and prayer at meals. Six weeks
into the marriage, we were to attend
choir practice, but my husband told
me that we were not going and that he
was not a Christian and wanted noth-
ing to do with God. As a newly mar-
ried young woman, this news was
devastating. Wanting to be a good
wife, I did all I could to be the sub-
missive Christian wife I was taught to
be.

After six years of his infidelity and
lying, I became desperate. I knew
that the only way I could exist in my

marriage was to lean on God. An
overwhelming feeling of wanting to
find a church consumed me. One
day after school, a fellow teacher
came into my room and startled me
with the question “Do you ever read
your Bible?” Embarrassed and
ashamed, I admitted that I had not
read much since I was a teenager.
She went on to share the Scripture
she had been reading and invited me
to her church.

I was so impressed with the friend-
liness and the message I heard at this
church. I began going Sunday morn-
ing, Sunday night, and Wednesday
night. That pastor knew how to keep
people coming back to church servic-
es. He started to teach a book of the
Bible, and if someone did not come
Sunday and Wednesday evening, he
missed whole chapters. My thirst for
God’s Word was voracious. I could not
get enough. I learned very quickly. Per-
haps it was because of my upbringing,
but I knew it was the Holy Spirit giving
me a thirst for God’s Word and dis-
cernment of it.

I was baptized, and my faith grew
stronger each day. At the same time,
my husband continued with his be-
havior. He believed that the large gap
in our views and goals was too much.
After twenty-eight years of marriage,
he asked me for a divorce. I knew
God’s teaching about divorce. God
spoke to me through the Bible, ser-
mons, and Bible study. I repeatedly
turned to Matthew 5:31-32: “It hath
been said, Whosoever shall put away
his wife, let him give her a writing of
divorcement: but I say unto you, That
whosoever shall put away his wife,
saving for the cause of fornication,
causeth her to commit adultery: and
whosoever shall marry her that is di-
vorced commiteth adultery.” Al-
though I certainly do not want to pro-
mote divorce, I believed that God was
giving me the message that since my
husband was unfaithful and asked for
the divorce, I was still in God’s plan
for my life.

When I received the final divorce

papers, I was an emotional mess. I
spent the day praying. What was I to
do with the rest of my life since I would
not be a wife any longer? I was a
mother to our two incredible daugh-
ters, but the focus of my life was no
longer on being a wife. Then I prayed
something that is probably the most
dangerous or the most wonderful
thing to pray. I told God that I was will-
ing to do anything for Him. I wanted to
be in His will, not my own any longer.
He did answer this plea with an in-
credible answer.

To make a long story short, I was on
the mission field within the year. God
worked out the whole process, caus-
ing my acceptance and full raising of
financial support within six months.
God called me to Bucharest, Roma-
nia, to teach second-grade missionary
kids at the Bucharest Christian Acad-
emy for four years. What a blessing
God had given me!

When I returned home because of
some health problems, I again began
to wonder what God had in store for
me. I searched for a church in a new
community near my daughters. One
of the first churches I went to had a
very strong missions program. In
fact, I was on a missions trip the third
week I attended the church, going to
Pennsylvania to pack humanitarian
aid.

I continued to join short-term mis-
sion teams to Jamaica with an eye-
glasses ministry, Vietnam to build
houses, and back to Romania two
more times. The most surprising trip
was going to Africa to distribute aid I
had helped pack in Pennsylvania! God
is faithful.

I am still serving God. I serve in
Stephen’s Ministry, volunteer in the
church mission thrift store, work with
the Second Saturday Seamstress
group, and tutor through the Adopt-A-
School program. I write for Union
Gospel Press and am in the process of
publishing a Christian novel for young
adults. I am very thrilled with how God
has continued to use me for His glory
and kingdom. �

God Can Use You
BY LOIS LINDENFELD
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IN the Winter Quarter 2015-16 issue
of the GOSPEL HERALD AND THE

SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES, I wrote
about God’s attribute of being every-
where present, also known as the om-
nipresence of God. I stated then that it
was one of the attributes of God that
is considered noncommunicable,
meaning that it belongs to God alone
and that He does not share it with any
of His creatures. Obviously, man can
be in only one place at a time. The bib-
lical record shows that neither Satan
(cf. Job 1:7) nor the angels can be
present in more than one place, either
(cf. Dan. 10:12-13).

The attribute of God I will focus on
here is His omniscience. This com-
pound word’s prefix, “omni,” means
“all,” and its suffix, “science,” means
“a body of knowledge.” This term too
points to an attribute that is God’s
alone, although He does impart to
man what He wills from His store-
house of knowledge. But man will nev-
er be all-knowing.

A child who asks questions of a par-
ent may think that parent has all
knowledge, but that view usually
passes when the child becomes a
teenager! Sadly, there are always
those who think they are more knowl-
edgeable than others, even God. They
are wise in their own minds, not in re-
ality (cf. Rom. 1:22; I Cor. 1:19-26).

Let us turn now to the biblical
record and learn more of this doctrine
of omniscience. Various verses in
Scripture may be used to establish
this doctrine about God, and I John
3:20 is a good place to begin. “For if
our heart condemn us, God is greater
than our heart, and knoweth al l
things.” This is a very straightforward
comment by John that all knowledge
lies with God and therefore not with
man.

What does it mean to know all
things? It most certainly includes
knowledge of the past, as well as the
present and the future. God knows all
the past before and after the Creation.
He also fully knows the present and all
that lies ahead as well. The implica-
tions of this truth will be commented
on later.

Psalm 139 supports the omnis-
cience of God, and in its opening
verses David plainly credited God
with all knowledge. David was not
commenting about the past, except
by implication that if God knows what
is happening at any given time, then
He obviously knows what has hap-
pened before. Especially note the “all
my ways” of verse 3. Verse 6 says
David knew that only God has all
knowledge and that he would never
have that.

According to the writer of Hebrews,
God sees all things and therefore
knows all things. “Neither is there any
creature that is not manifest in his
sight: but all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with
whom we have to do” (4:13). The con-
text makes it plain that the writer is re-
ferring to God and admitting that He
knows all about us. Nothing about us
is hidden from Him. Everything about
us is laid bare before God, even the in-
nermost part of our being, which is
noted in the previous verse regarding
the power of God’s Word.

Another verse we might cite about
God’s omniscience is John 21:17. The
Apostle Peter acknowledged that Je-
sus, God in the flesh, “knowest all
things.” Other verses include I Samuel
2:3, Psalms 94: 9-11, 147:4, and Isa-
iah 40:27-28, 44:7, 25-28. One must
also think of the many prophecies of
Scripture that God has given. Prophe-
cies were given for a special reason.
They are to inform mankind of the fu-
ture so that man might order his life in
light of prophecy and to tell or warn
others about coming events.

Knowing that God is omniscient,
we should consider and learn what
that means for us today. After all, the
Word of God was given not just to in-
form but to impact one’s decision
making along l ife’s road. If God
knows all about us, should that not
prod us to live in the best and most
obedient way possible? Should it not
drive us into Scripture to discover
what He would have us do so that we
might please Him? We must go be-
yond simply acquiring knowledge; we
must apply it in daily life. The scribes

and the Pharisees knew the Word of
God but, generally speaking, it did
not penetrate their hearts so that it
could have changed their lives.

To comprehend the truth that God
knows all things, to the extent that we
can understand it, we should want to
examine our lives and confess our sins
as God reveals them to us. We should
do this not only to seek God’s forgive-
ness but also to trust the One He sent
to deal with our sins and to commit our
lives to Him—the Lord Jesus Christ.
Remember that the believer has an
appointment to stand before God and
give an answer for the way he has lived
as a Christian (Rom. 14:10-12; II Cor.
5:10).

We live in an age where personal
freedom is disappearing, thanks to ad-
vances in technology. One’s e-mails
and phone conversations can be read
or overheard by others. One’s use of a
computer and sites visited on the In-
ternet are no longer private. Hackers
have ways of harvesting passwords
and sensitive financial information,
thereby stealing the identity and fi-
nances of others. One’s location is
tracked by satellites as cell phones
and GPS systems readily disclose
such information.

The fact that others know what we
say, what we write, what we do, and
where we are is disconcerting to many
and should be; yet the fact that God
does all these things all the time is of-
ten forgotten. For example, the warn-
ing that we will have to account for
even our words (Matt. 12:36-37)
should have a life-changing effect.

This doctrine should be both com-
forting and cautioning. We should be
glad God knows all things, for that
means He knows our every need in
every situation. We are never out of
the sight, or heart, of God. We should
likewise be motivated to pay closer
attention to our lives, right down to
the words we speak, so as to bring
God’s blessing and commendation
rather than His displeasure. Yes, God
knows us intimately and thoroughly;
yet that was not enough to prevent
His paying the debt that we could
never pay. �

The Omniscience of God
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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BREEZES blow differently, depend-
ing on the season. Scents out-

side our doors change. Now there may
be a cool edge to the air in the early
mornings and near dusk—autumn is
soon to be born.

There is a combination afoot of the
best characteristics of both the sum-
mer growing season and the in-
evitable harvesttime. There are mo-
ments when one perhaps is worn
from the labor required in the yard
during the warm months and eager to
winterize the lawn mower, yet one is
reticent to put the cold-weather
clothes back in the closet, thereby
admitting the thermometer soon will
be dropped to uncomfortably low
temperatures. The bounty of the gar-
den makes the gardener feel bless-
edly rich. In the meantime, time is
running short to get the gutters
cleaned and the outside faucets pro-
tected against the freezing days and
nights ahead. 

Fall has always been a hectic time
in our home with the garden needing
to be harvested and prepared for win-
ter. Getting fruits and vegetables set-
tled in their glass jar homes on the
canning shelf required many extra
hours in the kitchen. Homeschool was
beginning, and the church schedule
was changing after fun summers of
fellowship and service as a church
family.

Most years there have always been
more chores to be accomplished be-
fore the weather changed than there
was time remaining to get them com-
pleted.

There were hundreds of gigantic
periwinkle hydrangea blossoms to
arrange as pulpit displays for Sunday
services. Sometimes we mixed rain-
bow-colored dahlias in quart jars in
vases for travel to share with friends
who dropped in to visit.

In the church yard there are six ap-
ple trees, so there always has been a
rush to collect enough bags so that
church families could pick and take
home as many apples as they could
use to meet their needs. There was a
very large cider press in our garage at
home that awaited any lingering, un-
claimed apples.

Last fall was different, however, as
my husband, the church’s pastor for
thirty years, was weakening from brain
cancer in his mid-fifties. This fall is
even more different because David
went home to glory last Christmas. Af-
ter having taken care of him through
the progression of his illness, I have
spent a long spring and summer doing
all the planting, watering, mowing,
trimming, gutter cleaning, and any
other chore one might imagine, with-
out my better half to partner with in ac-
complishment.

In this period of incredible chal-
lenges, I appreciate even more the
decades of ministry we spent caring
for each other as well as others, shar-
ing God’s Word and Christ’s love.

Each year as harvest comes, as
well as the holidays, there are numer-
ous opportunities to show the caring,
sharing spirit that distinguishes those
who truly are believers in Jesus
Christ.

First of all, it is extremely important
to pray for others. Each one of us is
surrounded by those in depths of sor-
row, illness, or some other difficulty.
We are commanded to pray without
ceasing. In other words, God’s chil-
dren should always be in an attitude of
prayer.

When we faithfully remember the
needs of others before the Lord in
prayer, our interest in the needs of
those for whom we are praying grows.
In turn, we are blessed by the Holy
Spirit with reminders to show further
tangible interest and care as we in-
quire out of love about the well-being
of others.

It is perhaps obvious to see the
blessing and encouragement, both
physically and spiritually, our practice
of praying for others is to those in
whom we take interest. Less obvious,
however, though every bit as effective,
is the blessing and encouragement
prayer is to the one who prays.

And what does our Father Himself
think about prayer? He wants to hear
from those for whom He gave His only
begotten Son. Our communication
with Him and our hearts of obedience
in so doing are gifts to God.

Second, it is no less important to

share with others. Share the joy of
the Lord. We are instructed to rejoice
in each day the Lord has made. We
are to rejoice evermore. Part of the
value in obedience to this instruction
is the evidence of our faith in the
truth that God makes no mistakes.
He truly works all things together for
good according to the parameters of
Romans 8:28. Others can be en-
couraged in their faith when we
share with them what sustains us
each day.

Share fellowship. One of the pur-
poses of fellowship is that we uplift
one another in the things of the Lord.
Through fellowship we have oppor-
tunity to share evidence of God’s
faithfulness to us throughout our
daily walk with Him as well as illus-
trate the value of being faithful as His
children through both good times
and bad.

Share labor and its fruits. Share
the seemingly never-ending supply
of  produce such as zucchin i ,
rhubarb, tomatoes, sweet corn, and
apples. 

As I stated earlier, I am a widow. But
this fall, I was still able to get up on the
roof and spread clothes detergent
powder to keep moss from growing.
However, there are plenty of people
who cannot spread mulch, get up on
their roof, hang a light fixture, or safe-
ly clean out gutters. We must share our
talents and time with them. Exhibit
Christ’s love, even in wielding a paint-
brush.

Every December, I am privileged to
assist laying wreaths at the graves of
those in Arlington National Cemetery
who gave their all for freedom. The
hills of that Garden of Stones will be
scented with the boughs given by
grateful citizens for sacrifices made on
their behalf. 

The most important hill is the one on
which our Saviour gave the ultimate
gift, His life, to free us from sin’s hold.
Praise God that there is no grave that
holds Christ Jesus. Our caring for and
sharing with others bears the sweet
aroma of our thankfulness for the gift
of His shed blood to redeem our souls
and enable us to live eternally with
Him. �

Caring and Sharing
BY SUSAN WYMER
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YOUR church has many opportuni-
ties for ministry—adult Sunday

school teacher, deacon, choir mem-
ber, and children’s church worker, to
name just a few. Check below what
you think are the prerequisites for ef-
fective service in any of these min-
istries.
____ salvation and baptism
____ agreement with the church’s

doctrinal statement
____ a growing walk with the Lord
____ separation from the world
____ a Bible college or seminary de-

gree
You may have agreed with the first

four items, but what about the last
one? Is a Bible college or seminary
degree a prerequisite for effective
service in your church? While formal
Bible training is certainly helpful, in
many cases it is not essential. The
account of Peter and John in Acts 3
and 4 helps us understand what is
essential.

HEALING AND PREACHING
Peter and John healed a lame man,

which attracted the attention of the
people in Jerusalem (Acts 3:1-10). Af-
ter the healing, Peter preached a mes-
sage of repentance to the people (vss.
11-26). His preaching disturbed the
Sanhedrin and other Jewish officials
because many people became follow-
ers of Jesus (4:1-4). The Jewish lead-
ers arrested Peter and John and ques-
tioned them (vss. 5-7). Peter then
presented Jesus as the only way of
salvation (vss. 8-12). 

Peter and John certainly had an ef-
fective ministry. Acts 4:13 describes
the background of these two men,
which explains why they were so ef-
fective. “Now when they saw the bold-
ness of Peter and John, and perceived
that they were unlearned and ignorant
men, they marvelled; and they took
knowledge of them, that they had
been with Jesus.”

CAUSE FOR AMAZEMENT
Some might look at Acts 4:13 and

think it reflects negatively on Peter and
John (“they were unlearned and igno-

rant men”). Others may think the Bible
puts a premium on ignorance. Neither
conclusion is correct. 

The words “unlearned” and “igno-
rant” are the Greek words agrammatoi
and idiōtai. Richard Longenecker
commented that agrammatoi means
“‘uneducated’ or ‘unschooled’ in rab-
binic training,” and idiōtai has the
“sense of ‘commoner,’ ‘layman,’ or
‘ordinary person’” (The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary, Zondervan). 

These words do not refer to Peter
and John’s intellectual abilities but
rather to the fact that they had no for-
mal religious training, unlike the Apos-
tle Paul (cf. Acts 22:3). They were not
trained experts in the Scriptures and
religious matters.

The point is that the Jewish officials
marveled at the power and boldness
of Peter and John because they did
not have the typical credentials for
what they had just said and done.

Interestingly, the Lord Jesus Himself
had no formal rabbinic training. In
John 7:15 we read that “the Jews mar-
velled, saying, How knoweth this man
letters, having never learned?” Yet
“the people were astonished at his
doctrine: for he taught them as one
having authority, and not as the
scribes” (Matt. 7:28-29). 

WHAT MADE THEM EFFECTIVE
What enabled Peter and John to be

so effective in their ministry to the
point that even the Jewish officials
marveled? The answer is in the last
part of Acts 4:13: “they took knowl-
edge of them, that they had been with
Jesus.” The only explanation for what
they had done was not their pedigree
but the fact that they had spent time
with Jesus. Even the Jewish officials
recognized that.

PERSONAL APPLICATION
You may not have any formal Bible

training, and you may wonder whether
you can serve the Lord effectively. The
example of Peter and John tells you
that you can serve Christ effectively. 

Peter and John had been with Je-
sus in a direct and personal way.
They learned from Him by spending

time with Him. We do not have the
privilege of living with Jesus as Pe-
ter and John did, but we still can be
with Jesus by spending time with
Him in His Word and in prayer. 

Read the Bible daily, and meditate
on its meaning. Ask the Lord to make
its truth clear to you. Record your
thoughts and observations about
what you read. Follow up your reading
by looking over a reliable commentary
on the passage you are studying.

If you are preparing for a Bible
teaching ministry, read the passage
several times. You may find it helpful
to read out loud. Remember to also
read the teacher’s guide. Of course,
setting aside a certain time each day
for prayer is a must.

YOU ARE NOT ALONE
If you do not have formal Bible

training, you are not alone. Many men
and women whom God used in great
ways lacked Bible college or seminary
training. William Carey had no formal
Bible training (he taught himself
Greek, Latin, and Hebrew), yet the
Lord used him to ignite a worldwide
missionary movement. 

Dwight L. Moody had no formal
Bible training, but the Lord used him in
effective evangelistic ministries in the
United States and England. He found-
ed Moody Bible Institute, a training
school for Christian workers.

Amy Carmichael did not have a de-
gree from a Bible college, but she min-
stered effectively in missionary service
in India. Her writings are still a bless-
ing to many people today.

ONLINE TRAINING
You may not have had formal Bible

training in the past, but that does not
mean you can never get such training.
Today you can pursue Bible college
training through online classes. You
may even be able to earn a Bible de-
gree through online work. 

Peter and John served Christ ef-
fectively. So can we, if we are com-
mitted to spending time in the Word
and in prayer. If we are faithful in this,
what was said of Peter and John can
be said of us: They have been with
Jesus. �

Just Ordinary Laymen
BY DON ANDERSON
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DO your job!” became the rallying
cry from a football coach to his

team in the weeks before the 2015 Su-
per Bowl. Before long, this catch-
phrase spread from the locker room
and field to fans across the country
whose “job” it was to root their team
to victory. 

Doing a fan’s job by cheering for a
favorite team is invigorating and fun,
but sometimes, no matter how well a
team member or a fan completes his
task, the outcome of the game is not
what he had hoped for. Once the game
is in progress, a sudden interception,
fumble, or touchdown dramatically
changes the direction of the game.

Christians can draw an application
for their lives from this. We may go
through our days faithfully completing
the tasks that God has called us to
do—whether it is running a multimil-
lion dollar company, teaching kinder-
garten children the ABC’s, or prepar-
ing Sunday sermons—when suddenly
an unexpected event drops onto our
field and dramatically changes our di-
rection. When unforeseen events turn
our lives upside down, the overarching
question for a Christian then be-
comes, What is my job now? 

Both the Old and New Testaments
provide graphic examples of lives that
were suddenly interrupted. Through
these examples, a pattern for what to
do next emerges. 

One instance is found in the life of
Moses. Exodus 3 shares the narrative
of what probably began as an ordi-
nary day for Moses when he grabbed
his shepherd’s crook and set out to
tend his father-in-law’s sheep. How
could he have possibly known that
before the day’s end he would en-
counter a burning bush that was not
consumed, receive a directive from
the Lord, and converse with the Liv-
ing God (vss. 1-11)? Moses ascend-
ed the mountain as a simple shep-
herd and later descended as the
deliverer of the Jewish nation. After
the Lord announced Moses’ assign-
ment, He assured him, “Certainly I will
be with thee; and this shall be a token
unto thee, that I have sent thee: When
thou hast brought forth the people
out of Egypt, ye shall serve God upon
this mountain” (vs. 12).

Moses’ task was clear—he was to
accept the new charge to lead the Is-
raelites out of Egypt; however, his job
description also included a return to
this holy ground (cf. Exod. 3:5) to serve
God by worshipping Him. 

The Gospel of Matthew conveys yet
another instance, when a sudden oc-
currence profoundly impacted two
women and, subsequently, the entire
human race. Days after Jesus was
crucified, Mary Magdalene and anoth-
er Mary were on their way to Jesus’
tomb (Matt. 28:1). Before the two
women arrived (cf. Mark 16:3-4), sud-
denly the earth quaked, the guards
shook and fainted, and an angel ap-
peared and rolled back the stone from
the tomb (vss. 2-4). The angel ex-
plained to the women, “Fear not ye: for
I know that ye seek Jesus, which was
crucified. He is not here; for he has
risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay. And go quickly,
and tell his disciples that he is risen
from the dead” (vss. 5-7).

With “fear and great joy” (Matt.
28:8), the women hurried to tell the
disciples. Suddenly, Jesus Himself
met them, saying, “All hail” (vs. 9). Im-
mediately the women bowed down
and worshipped Him. The women re-
alized that they were to spread the
news of Jesus’ resurrection, but they
also recognized that their immediate
job was to worship. 

Few people historically or currently
have been faced with the sudden, life-
crushing events that impacted Job’s
life. According to Scripture, Job was a
man who was “perfect and upright, and
one that feared God, and eschewed
evil” (Job 1:1). He was blessed with ten
children and great riches.

But despite his faithfulness and a re-
markable endorsement from God, a
series of messengers suddenly ap-
peared on Job’s doorstep one day.
One by one, each messenger con-
veyed catastrophic news. Nearly all
his employees, all his flocks, and, ag-
onizingly, all ten of his children were
dead (Job 1:2-19).

With words that reverberate
throughout history, Job spoke with
wisdom and triumphantly surfaced
from the depths of his grief. “Then Job
arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved

his head, and fell down upon the
ground, and worshipped, and said,
Naked came I out of my mother’s
womb, and naked shall I return thither:
the Lord gave, and the Lord hath tak-
en away; blessed be the name of the
Lord” (Job 1:20-21). Amid his shatter-
ing news, Job did not blame God or
become bitter; instead, he accepted
God’s sovereignty and worshipped
Him. 

Moses was called to deliver the na-
tion of Israel, Mary had an important
message to share with the disciples,
and Job needed to grieve. Despite
these pressing circumstances, the
common thread that runs through
each illustration is that these saints
worshipped with hearts that deeply
understood God’s sovereignty, no
matter the circumstances.

Without a doubt, worshipping God
is a natural outpouring when 
the change brings happiness; but
what about those times when our
peace is hijacked by an event that is
not happy? 

The answer, while seemingly sim-
ple, is profound. It reverts back to
whether we have acknowledged God
as the One who is in charge of our
lives. Isaiah succinctly conveyed this
idea, saying, “But now thus saith the
Lord that created thee, . . . Fear not:
for I have redeemed thee, I have
called thee by thy name; thou art
mine. . . . Even every one that is called
by my name: for I have created him for
my glory, I have formed him; yea, I
have made him” (Isa. 43:1, 7). He has
called us, formed us, and created us
for His glory. 

It is then understandable that what-
ever touches our lives does so with
God’s permission. “For whether we
live, we l ive unto the Lord; and
whether we die, we die unto the Lord:
whether we live therefore, or die, we
are the Lord’s” (Rom. 14:8). In our tri-
als and our blessings, God is always
in control. 

What is the answer to the overarch-
ing question of what our job is? It is
well defined by example and the Word.
We are simply to glorify God through
the fumbles, the interceptions, and the
touchdowns. That is why He created
us. �

What Is Our Job? 
BY KAREN ORFITELLI
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HAVE you ever had one of these
moments? Someone asks for

your advice on how to handle a diffi-
cult situation or for your opinion on a
controversial topic. Your friends
want you to join them in doing some-
thing that looks fun, but you know it
is not godly. Someone asks you to
help with something when your plate
is already so full that it is about to
break. 

Now imagine yourself to be in the
shoes of three women in the Bible.
Someone tells you that it is OK to eat
from that tree in the middle of the gar-
den. You have two spies on your roof,
and your king has sent men looking
for them. You have a chance to save
your people, but it could cost you
your life.

Most women have experienced
times when they stood on the edge of
something important. Your circle of in-
fluence may be big or small, but what-
ever you say and do will have an im-
pact on someone. How do you handle
this responsibility? 

Proverbs 4:23 says, “Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it are
the issues of life.” Diligence is con-
stant, steady, and persistent effort.
Whatever you continually put in your
heart will influence your words and
actions. We need to be careful what
we plant in our hearts because we
pass that influence on to others in our
lives.

Eve allowed the serpent to convince
her that it was OK for her to eat from
the tree that God had forbidden them
to eat from. She gave the fruit to
Adam, and now we live in a fallen
world. Eve believed all the trees she
could eat from were not enough, influ-
enced her husband by giving him the
forbidden fruit, and gave in to the ser-
pent’s advertisement of the tree that
would make her like God.

Sometimes we are our own worst
enemy. Because we are not as skin-
ny or as pretty as models or as rich
as some people, we think we are not
good enough. Low self-esteem can
make us do harmful things, such as
not eat or wrack up lots of debt. 

Looking at the world’s list of rea-
sons that we are not good enough

brings on anxiety. Worries and nega-
tive thoughts and emotions may start
out small, but they replicate and per-
meate until they consume our minds
in a mushroom cloud that obscures
God.

Even though it seems impossible to
find God when we see worries every-
where, if we have been keeping our
hearts in God’s Word with all diligence,
we will not have to look for Him, for we
will know He is already there. All we
have to do is cast our burdens on Him
and wait faithfully for Him to clear the
dust. Of course, this is not always
easy.

It can be difficult to separate ex-
pectations we put on ourselves from
those others put on us. In the same
way that we want to be skinny and
rich, we also want others to see us
that way so that they will think we are
valuable. 

In order to appear capable, we will
sometimes agree to help with a proj-
ect we are unsure of. Because we
want to be liked, we might give the ad-
vice or opinion we think others want to
hear even if it conflicts with what we
truly think. We will go along with al-
most anything to be appreciated and
to be a part of something. 

In Joshua 2, Rahab hid Hebrew
spies on the roof of her home in Jeri-
cho. Instead of telling the king’s men
where the spies were, she sent them
in the wrong direction. That night, she
helped the spies escape. She did this
because she knew about God’s de-
structive power. Because of her brav-
ery, the spies agreed to spare her
family.

Esther saved not only her family but
also all the Jewish people in the Per-
sian Empire. Although she had been
chosen as queen, Esther risked death
by entering the king’s presence with-
out his summons. She went before
him to plead for the lives of her peo-
ple, who were to be killed and robbed
according to an edict one of the
king’s friends had convinced him to
issue. 

These women saved people, but
they did not make their decisions light-
ly. Rahab let her observations of what
God had done for Israel influence her

rather than the trouble she could have
been in for foiling her king. At first 
Esther doubted whether to risk her life
going before the king; on her uncle’s
persuasion, however, she fasted and
prayed for guidance.

Imagine what must have been going
on in Esther’s mind. I am sure she did
not want her people to die, but she
was understandably afraid of being
killed. 

Thankfully, I have never had to
choose a path that was fatal, but I
have had to make decisions on how to
handle things that could lead to spiri-
tual or emotional harm for me or
someone else. 

Sometimes it is almost as if there
are two personalities inside me. My
spirit wants to do what pleases God
and what I know is the right thing to
do, but my flesh does not always
agree. They whirl around until they be-
come a cyclone in my mind. One of
two things usually happens. I get
caught up in the storm, or I get caught
up by God. The first result brings
about a lot of debris (broken objects
or relationships). When the second re-
sult happens, I am carried away from
the storm. Truthfully, God is not al-
ways my first thought in a “mind
storm.” But if I have been reading His
Word and praying, I will be more like-
ly to remember to reach for Him even
though I cannot see Him.

When Eve bit into the fruit, Satan
and his minions were able to exert evil
influences on mankind. Satan tries
every day to steal, kill, and destroy the
positive things we want to keep in our
hearts. But Revelation 12:11 says,
“And they overcame him by the blood
of the Lamb, and by the word of their
testimony.” 

Remind yourself of everything the
Lamb, who is greater than Satan, has
done for you. You should seek to do
this every day. That is what being dili-
gent is, after all. Renew your mind
daily, and pray that God would renew
a right spirit within you. You may nev-
er influence a king to spare your en-
tire nation, but you can help your
friends make better decisions, and
you can help lead the next generation
to God. �

How to Survive a “Mind Storm”
BY LIZ TETLEY
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WHEN I reminisce about my child-
hood, many memories about

the people I grew up with come to
mind. Some memories are good, and
some are bad.

Some things that have stuck with
me are the pithy little sayings we used
to sling back and forth at one another.
When someone would call someone
else a name, a common retort from the
recipient would be, “I know you are,
but what am I?” Perhaps the most pa-
thetic retort we used against name-
calling was, “Sticks and stones may
break my bones, but words will never
hurt me.” Of course, this could not
have been further from the truth.

The truth is that words can be ex-
tremely harmful. There are many situ-
ations where words can do more harm
to a person than physical abuse can.
We are more than just physical beings.
We are emotional, psychological, and
spiritual beings. Somewhere along the
line some people have bought into the
idea that hurtful words do not really af-
fect them. However, the people who
profess that they do not care what oth-
er people say are usually lying to
themselves.

So why do words hurt so much? Be-
cause we are created in the image of
God, we have the power to communi-
cate to one another. One of our pri-
mary modes of communication is
speech. Sadly, our knowledge of evil
enables us to communicate informa-
tion that is destructive. As Christians,
it is a continuous challenge not to let
malice, revenge, pride, and hatred
drive our communication. Instead, our
communication needs to be driven by
goodness.

It is important to realize that words
themselves are not inherently good or
evil. The meanings that words carry
make them either beneficial or de-
structive. For this reason, it is not
enough to just stop saying curse
words. We avoid using curse words
because they carry derogative mean-
ings and display a lack of refinement
or intelligence. But curse words are
not always the problem. It is very pos-
sible for someone with a clean mouth
to do more harm with his speech than

someone with a filthy mouth. I remem-
ber a time when I said something very
harsh to my sister, and she told me
how much my words stung. I did not
use any curse words or insults, but my
message was full of condescending
judgment and puffed-up pride.

It may not be enough to wash a
child’s mouth out with soap every time
he says a bad word. A child needs to
learn about the message his words are
carrying. We all need to learn to speak
in a way that is beneficial and not de-
structive.

Jesus’ brother James dealt with the
topic of the tongue in his epistle to the
early church. James 3:1-12 is usually
the passage of choice when a pastor
has a message in relation to the
tongue.

James used a couple of very effec-
tive examples to describe the power of
the tongue. Just as a bit in a horse’s
mouth can change its direction, so can
our tongues change the directions of
our lives.

Regrettably, we all have to admit
that we have used our speech for evil
(cf. Jas. 3:8). Because of its power, the
tongue is difficult to keep under con-
trol. This power also has potential to
carry out much destruction, just as a
small flame has the power to burn a
whole forest down (vs. 5). Once we let
our tongues loose, it is very difficult to
undo all the damage that can happen.
Avoiding certain types of words and
certain conversations can act as a
safeguard to prevent us from getting
into such a destructive pattern of
speech.

Jesus Himself also addressed the
topic of speech. He reminded us in
Matthew 12:34 that “out of the abun-
dance of  the heart  the mouth
speaketh.” This helps us move be-
yond just putting up safeguards in
order to avoid harmful speech and
causes us to deal with the heart of
the issue. We need to address the is-
sue of pride in our lives and see our
sin honestly before God so that we
do not look down on others. We
need to see other people with eyes
of grace and mercy, the same way
Jesus sees us.

Jesus also warned us of the coming
judgment in Matthew 12:36-37: “But I
say unto you, That every idle word that
men shall speak, they shall give ac-
count thereof in the day of judgment.
For by thy words thou shalt be justi-
fied, and by thy words thou shalt be
condemned.” We need to strive to
change our speech because we de-
sire to do good, but it is also important
to realize that we will also be held ac-
countable for what we say.

There are some practical guidelines
we can follow to overcome problems
with our words. Develop a habit of ex-
amining what you say and your mo-
tives behind it. Are you trying to em-
barrass somebody, demean him,
cause other people to look down on
him, or puff up your own pride? 

We also need to be honest about
our problem with gossip. A lot of
people think gossip is just saying
things that are not true. In reality,
gossip is any speech that is destruc-
tive. Gossip is very prevalent in
churches. It is very easy to gossip
about someone when you are ad-
dressing a person’s problems in
ways that belittle him. Address sin in
a safe environment where the point
is to build a person up.

We need to be intentional about
speaking well in addition to just avoid-
ing harmful speech. We do not always
know how we are coming across
through non-verbal communication.
Sometimes not saying anything can
do more harm than saying something
destructive. Therefore, be quick to
use words to build someone up. Are
your words lifting someone’s spirit,
making him feel valued and causing
him to look at life in a better way? 

Above all, remember that you are
not perfect. You are going to hurt
someone. Therefore, we need to
quickly own our sin. Apologize and lis-
ten to people when they tell you how
they have been hurt. Never say, “I was
just kidding.” This negates any at-
tempt of an apology and is not taking
ownership of your speech. Remem-
ber, words have done more harm to
people than sticks and stones have
ever done. �

Sticks and Stones
BY STUART OLLEY
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In the Hands of the Creator
BY MARILYN R. ANDERSON

Marilyn with a glass-blown vase

I WITNESSED an artist making a
beautiful piece of blown glass, and

just before the creation was finished, it
fell to the floor! Amazingly, it did not
break; it bounced! Because it was still
very hot, the creator grabbed a pair of
heatproof mitts and picked it up. The hot
piece of glass was secured onto a spe-
cial rod, and all who watched breathed
a sigh of relief. But then the beautiful
piece again fell to the floor and smashed
into thousands of shards of sharp glass! 

This shattering experience occurred
as we watched glass artists creating
the most beautiful artwork while we
were on vacation on a cruise ship. The
crowd watching seemed to be more
disappointed than the artists were. The
artists did not cry over broken glass;
they just swept up the crushed pieces
and started creating again. Shattered
glass was all in a day’s work for the
glassblowers from The Corning Muse-
um of Glass in Corning, New York.

When this beautiful piece of glass was
splintered all over the floor, we were
nowhere near Corning, New York, how-
ever. Our cruise liner was somewhere
between Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and

Southampton, England. That might
seem to be an odd place to find glass-
blowers, but the glassblowing artists
were practicing and teaching their craft.
Their classroom was on a ship in the
middle of the ocean. Their students and
observers were the passengers.

The three glass artists presented nu-
merous class sessions over the course of
a thirteen-day trip across the Atlantic
Ocean. On some days, the artists worked
for six hours making vases, bowls, plat-
ters, teapots, and fish and turtle sculp-
tures. Their jobs were strenuous, but for
them, making beautiful glass creations
was worth the hard work.

The three glass-blowing teachers
knew their craft well. One of them had
been blowing glass for thirty-seven
years, another for twelve, and the
other for eleven. Those three were no
amateurs! 

Artists use many different media. Some
create with paper and pen or canvas and
paint. A seamstress is an artist with a nee-
dle and thread, and a jeweler makes
beautiful things with gold, silver, and
gems. Our glass artists created beautiful
vases, bowls, pitchers, and sculptures
using fire and hot glass. No matter what
the art, an artist works at making his or her
artwork the best it can be. 

We had to learn some new vocabu-
lary to understand the art of glassblow-
ing. “Gaffer” is the word for the person
who is doing the actual glassblowing.
That person is the conductor, and it is
his job to tell the others what to do. The
gaffer has an assistant, and every gaffer
starts out as someone’s assistant. 

Besides years of schooling, becom-
ing an experienced gaffer requires an
apprentice period during which a per-
son learns the art of blowing glass.
During this time, the apprentice will be
the assistant to a gaffer for a long time,
helping make many beautiful pieces.
As an apprentice, a glassblower who
is learning will assist the gaffer through
hours of long, hot, tiring, and back-
breaking sessions. 

All three of the ship’s glassblowers,
however, were well beyond their years
of apprenticeship. The cruise line had
expert, experienced, excellent gaffers.
The Corning Museum of Glass collab-
orates with the cruise line to teach the
world about glass. Two other ships, as

well as the ship we were on, include a
hot shop on the top deck of the ship,
where Corning Museum of Glass
gaffers present live, narrated, hot
glass glassblowing demonstrations. It
was such a popular activity for guests
that sometimes we could not find a
seat on the benches in front of the
show. It was standing room only! 

The Corning Glass Museum is a not-
for-profit museum dedicated to telling
the story of glass. It was founded in
1951 by Corning Glass (now Corning
Incorporated) as a gift to the United
States on Corning Glass’s one-hun-
dredth anniversary. The museum
strives to teach about glass, an ancient
material that scientists, historians, and
glassblowers are still exploring and at-
tempting to understand today. The mu-
seum sends gaffers to work on ships as
just another way of getting the mes-
sage about glass to an audience that
might not otherwise be reached. 

When they agree to cruise, the
glassblowers may be at sea for six
months at a time, but our new friends
did not seem to mind. They were see-
ing beautiful places and working to-
gether showing many people their art. 

Seeing artists create so many won-
derful pieces of blown glass reminded
me of God, our Heavenly Father, the
Master Creator of the universe! Each
one of us is a masterpiece to God. We
read in Psalms that we are “fearfully
and wonderfully made” (139:14). How
true that is! God artistically put us to-
gether. Every part of every person be-
comes a marvelous part of a whole,
amazing creation. God put body, mind,
and soul together so that each one of
us is unique and lovely in His eyes. 

However, often God’s marvelous
creations are shattered, just like that
beautiful glass creation the gaffer was
making on our ship. Throughout our
lives, things happen that make us feel
broken. We may think that there is no
saving our broken, shattered hearts,
but God knows better. He can mend
and repair our broken minds and bod-
ies. That is made possible because
Jesus gave His life for us so that we
can ask God to forgive us, fill us with
His Spirit, and make us new creatures.
The Holy Spirit resides within His peo-
ple, and we are new creations. 

Our Creator God is amazing, but
how He created us is also amazing! Be
thankful to the God who created us.
This is all a part of worshipping our
great Creator. Remember to thank Him
for creating you! �
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AT first, you might think God’s 
sovereignty is one of those spe-

cialized areas of knowledge that is de-
bated in seminaries and Bible col-
leges. But with further thought and
study, you may come to see that God’s
sovereignty is foundational to every-
thing you believe about God, man, sin
and salvation, heaven, the future, and
so on. Christianity is a revealed faith,
not a man-made system of thought.
God has revealed Himself in the Bible
as the sovereign and supreme Ruler of
His created universe. 

To say that God is sovereign means
that He is the full and final authority
over everything in the universe and
every event of history. It means He
rules freely, with total and complete
control over the universe and all time
and eternity. Every minute detail of our
lives and the huge, broad scope of the
history of nations are under His con-
trol. A common human reaction to
God’s sovereignty is rebellion or accu-
sation that God has done something
that one does not approve of. An un-
converted spirit does not want God in-
terfering with his decisions, much less
being sovereign Lord over one’s entire
life and eternal destiny. Also, it is all
too human to accuse God of not being
fair when the events of life go wrong.
No one but God can determine what is
“fair.” He alone knows all that is in-
volved and what is right and good.

To be sovereign, God must neces-
sarily be all-knowing, all-powerful, and
totally free to do anything He chooses.
If there were even a tiny possibility that
God did not know all, or if there were
one thing He could not do, His sover-
eign rule would break down at that
point. This applies to the future and
how everything will take place. If He
did not know the future, He could be
found using His power in a wrong way
or trying to correct things because
something or someone had deviated
from His plan. That can never happen.
The fact is, He knows every detail of
the future because He controls it all. 

If there were some element of pow-
er that He did not control, He could not
rule the universe or control anything or
enact a final judgment. If anyone or
anything else had even some power,
permission for that would have to be

granted by God. But there is no per-
son or force, not Satan, angels, or hu-
mans, who can do anything without
God’s sovereign knowledge, control,
and permission. We can read that in
the book of Job and elsewhere in
Scripture. Everything that happens
does so because God has, for what-
ever reason, permitted it.

We would not naturally come to this
conclusion by our own thought. We
want to make our own choices, make
our own plans, and decide our own
destiny. There is a whole mega-million
dollar self-help industry founded on
the idea that we can control our own
destiny! But God has spoken in His
Word. From beginning to end, the
Bible shows us that God rules sover-
eignly in the world He created.

A couple of questions often come
up when talking about God’s sover-
eignty. First, people ask, “If God is
sovereign, why is there evil in the
world?” Second, people often ask,
“Am I a puppet without a free will?” 

The answer to these questions is
that God has sovereignly decreed that
humans are to have free moral choice.
We can live in the way our will directs
us. This is within carefully defined lim-
its and is only temporary. So our free
moral choice exists because God is
sovereign. We are allowed to think dif-
ferently than He. We are allowed to do
whatever we will to do within certain
limits.

He has also set a day on which He
will judge the world with righteous-
ness. God will set everything right
that has gone wrong by our moral
choices. We do not know the details
of what God will do to accomplish
the final, eternal state of everything in
heaven and on earth. Christianity is a
revealed religion, and we only know
what God has revealed in His Word.
To speculate beyond this can be
foolish indeed. Human intellect and
imagination, corrupted as they are by
sin, can only lead us astray from the
truth. 

I take great comfort in God’s sover-
eignty. If He says my sins have been
forgiven because I have trusted in the
Lord Jesus Christ, I know it is true. I
can rely on it. If He gives me a prom-
ise like Romans 8:28, “And we know

that all things work together for good
to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to his purpose,”
then I can rest secure that everything
will be good.

I remember a conversation in a
barbershop in Chicago. A mentally
challenged man named Bobby was
asked difficult questions about God’s
sovereignty by some “smart” young
men. He frowned, trying to even
grasp the questions, much less the
answers; then he brightened and
said, “I don’t know about that, but
Jesus died for me, and that makes
everything OK.” It may be that in the
end, Bobby’s crown of righteousness
will be bigger and brighter than the
crowns of those who think they are
smarter than he is!

The Lord Jesus said, “He that is not
with me is against me” (Matt. 12:30)
and “No man can come to me, except
the Father which hath sent me draw
him” (John 6:44). So while we cannot
know how our lives or how any of hu-
man history will turn out, in the end
we can and must choose sides. God
has set up the law of choices and
consequences. Having chosen Jesus
and life, we can be satisfied that He
has sovereignly worked out all the de-
tails of salvation. No one can say He
has done it wrong or inadequately.
God does not have to ask anyone’s
permission or take anyone’s sugges-
tion about what to do or how to do it.
The sovereign God has said that He
loves us and is gracious and kind to-
ward all. We do not need to have all
the answers to the problems of life
and eternity when we know that He
does have all the answers. He has
arranged for our salvation and every
lesser detail of our existence. He can
be trusted.

Through life’s experiences, I have
come to trust more and more in God’s
sovereignty and lordship. I have seen
more clearly His perfection and my im-
perfection. I have seen His power at
work in my life. Without the bed-rock
confidence that He is in control, I
would be fearful and frightened about
the future. But with the instruction and
encouragement of His Word, I have
learned to rest in His sovereign choic-
es for my life. �

The Sovereignty of God
BY BRIAN D. DOUD
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Curse of the Closed Hand
BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS

I BELIEVE there are many lessons
God wishes us to learn about re-

ceiving and sharing the blessings He
bestows on us.

I have a personal experience that
was very beneficial to me in under-
standing the importance of this con-
cept. This one childhood experience
continues to teach me in my daily
Christian walk. I hope it will enlighten
and inspire you as well. 

When I was a child, I loved penny
candy. There was no particular kind I
favored, but I preferred it to be loose.
Loose candy gave me the sense that
I had more candy than if it was con-
tained in a package. To me, loose
candy was easier to ration out and
eat. 

My close friends and I would gather
once a week after we had completed
our chores at our homes and received
our allowances. We would meet down
the street at the corner store to buy
candy. We would go to our special
place after purchasing our treats to
swap and share. 

At one of our gatherings to trade
goodies, I had finished swapping
with everyone, and my hand was
bulging. I was ready to sit and enjoy
my bounty. Another friend came late
with more candy. This friend also
brought a younger sibling who had
no candy.  Many of  my f r iends
brought younger siblings with them,
and the rule was that everyone
would donate a piece of candy to the
guest.

This particular day, I had all my fa-
vorite candy. I did not want any more
candy; neither did I want to donate a
piece to the guest sibling. I never
brought a sibling to the meeting be-
cause I was the baby in my family.

After a lengthy discussion express-
ing my desire to keep my candy and
my reasons for wanting to do so, my
friends conceded and agreed to let
me keep the candy I had without do-
nating to the guest. I closed my hand
tightly as I went to take my place and
sit in our usual hideout under a shade
tree. 

But just then, I tripped over some-
thing and lost my balance. In an effort
to regain my balance without opening
my hand, I dropped my precious can-

dy to the ground, as you probably
guessed. Through my tears, I scram-
bled to pick up the pieces before the
dirt settled on my treasures.

To my surprise, my friends came
over to stop me. They began to give
me a piece of their candy to refill my
hand, even the visiting sibling. 

Something wonderful happened;
the candy that each friend gave be-
came the candy that was used so that
each person could have the same
amount of candy. No one felt they had
suffered a loss because they shared
their candy with me.

Initially, I was very ashamed of my-
self and how selfish I had been, espe-
cially among my friends. I was very
disappointed in my behavior of not
wanting to give to the young sibling
who came with nothing. 

When I fell, that visitor was the first
at my side to comfort me and to be
willing to share with me, even though
she heard my argument against shar-
ing with her. My friends proved them-
selves and their concern for me by
restoring my loss, without question or
ridicule, in what I thought was a seri-
ous time of need.

I learned a lot about human nature
from that experience. It seems that our
human nature causes us to try to gath-
er and hold on to things selfishly, es-
pecially if we see our supply as being
limited.

I also learned that if I share the
blessings I receive, I show how much
I trust God. He continuously provides
everything I need, according to His
riches in glory. His supply never ends
(Phil. 4:19), so we do not need to keep
things selfishly.

So how do we transition from our
selfish nature? The story in which
Jesus fed the multitude with a young
boy’s lunch of two fish and five
loaves is the example of the process
we should imitate to make that tran-
sition. Just as this miracle occurred
when Jesus used the obedient
young man, we too can expect God
to meet our needs as we faithfully
obey Him. The young man in the sto-
ry never complained or tried to with-
hold his lunch when asked to sacri-
fice it all. He just opened his hand
and gave.

It was a miracle of God’s multiplica-
tion that the meager lunch fed over five
thousand people. The miracle contin-
ued when, after feeding the five thou-
sand, there were twelve baskets of
food left over!

It is important to give close attention
to how the blessing, in this case the
boy’s lunch, was handled to obtain
God’s blessing. The Scriptures show
(Matt. 14:13-21) that Jesus would take
the food, look toward heaven and
bless it, break it, and give it to the dis-
ciples. They then gave it to the multi-
tude. 

I believe if we take the blessings we
receive, thank God for them, then
share them with others as God shows
the needs, God will still meet our
needs, and we will enjoy residual
blessings in our lives.

My friend’s young sibling in my
childhood story exemplified how we,
recipients of God’s blessings, should
behave. Without hesitation or regard,
the younger sibling opened her hand
to become a blessing to someone
else.

Just as the candy given in the story
was used so that no one felt they had
suffered loss by meeting my need, you
can be assured that if you share your
blessing, you will suffer no real loss
that God will not repay.

I often remember, while even in my
wretched state, how Jesus loved me
so much that He opened His heart and
arms wide enough so that they could
nail His open hands for sinners like
me. We are ambassadors for Christ
(II Cor. 5:20) in this present world,
showing the love of Christ by sharing
our blessings.

Luke 6:36-40 can sum up the mat-
ter. If we give according to ability and
opportunity, God will bless us physi-
cally or spiritually. Whatever we give
with a right heart will bring blessings
from our God, of which I am a wit-
ness. 

We all face challenging times in life
and will need help from someone else
at some point. Open your heart and
hand to share your blessings, and be
ready to receive what God will have in
store for you. God’s formula is proven;
blessings always come back to an
open hand. �
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ONE of the most difficult tasks of
the church is to reach, win,

teach, and disciple unchurched chil-
dren. Sadly, there are many obstacles
that face those who desire to help chil-
dren spiritually; these obstacles can
cause many churches to cease reach-
ing out to the unchurched. 

In twenty-five years of ministry, my
wife and I have heard all kinds of ex-
cuses for why a particular congrega-
tion cannot reach children. Some say
that today’s children are too heathen,
unkempt, and rowdy. Is not this an
even greater reason for the church to
invest itself in reaching this generation
for Christ? Imagine if the Apostle Paul
did not have the vision to reach the
Gentiles or if the circuit-riding preach-
ers would not have braved the Ameri-
can frontier to preach the gospel?
Most of us would never have heard the
salvation message and would still be
sitting in spiritual darkness.

To educate unchurched children in
the Christian faith, there are some
things that should be recognized.

DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES
BETWEEN CHURCHED AND
UNCHURCHED CHILDREN

It can be easily recognized that
there are many observable differ-
ences between churched and
unchurched kids. Many children
come from extremely undisciplined
homes. Sadly, even some children
from Christian families seem to lack
the disciplines of good manners and
respect for their elders. Much of our
culture is focused on being crude and
irreverent. This is evidenced by how
the media portrays many families.
Further, unchurched children have
not had training on how to behave in
church. This will require much pa-
tience from each member. 

The home life of many young people
has become unstable. With the rise of
divorce and many couples living to-
gether outside of the commitment of
marriage, consistently ministering to

children has become increasingly dif-
ficult. Many times, we have been able
to minister only every other week to
some children because of this situa-
tion. 

The worldview of many individuals
is increasingly secular. What does this
mean? It means that the majority of
people are living self-centered and
materialistic lives, without a thought of
God or of what is right or wrong. In-
deed, this worldview is skewed.
Wrong has been normalized to the
point that many “call evil good, and
good evil” (Isa. 5:20).

Biblical knowledge is another differ-
ence. Many unchurched young people
have never heard the wonderful Bible
stories that churched children have
grown up with. This must be taken into
account when lesson preparations are
made. We should never assume that
the children who will be in our Sunday
school classes already know the
truths of God’s Word. We must teach
them “precept upon precept; line
upon line” (Isa. 28:10), until truth is in-
grained in their minds and lives.

Churched and unchurched kids
have many similarities. Each boy and
girl needs and desires security, love,
and discipline. Above all, each one
needs Christ, “for all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God” (Rom.
3:23). Who is better equipped to reach
these little ones for God than believers
in the Lord Jesus Christ? It is up to us
to lead them to the Lord.

It must also never be forgotten that
kids will be kids. There are many
adults in our churches who need to
step up and love these children so that
they will come to Christ.

I know three men who all became
preachers. Were they brought up from
a long line of godly ancestors? No, a
neighbor recognized the need of these
boys to be in Sunday school and
church. She took it on herself to reach
them, even though these boys could
give her many problems. Soon the
whole family was converted. 

CHILDREN’S PARENTS
Many times, parents are more than

happy to let their children go to church
with you. Why is this? The answers
vary. Some recognize that their chil-
dren need to be taught the Bible. They
will allow them to attend because it is
a good thing to do. Some parents went
to Vacation Bible School, a Good
News Club, or a youth group as chil-
dren and want their children to be ex-
posed to this also.

Sadly, some parents are glad to get
rid of their children. They think church
can be a free babysitting service that
allows them time to do what they want
to do. Frankly, I do not know why par-
ents would let their children go with
strangers to a church that they have
never been to themselves. Needless
to say, many do. And this is a way to
reach that child and home.

SUPPORT OR RESISTANCE OF
THE LOCAL CHURCH 

Does your church support or resist
getting involved in reaching un-
churched young people? The answer
to this question may determine the
success of this needed ministry. 

Objections to reaching unchurched
children are many. We have heard
some complain that children will be
too loud, they will make the walls dirty,
or they will tear up the property. It has
been said that they will be disrespect-
ful in the house of God. Some have
agreed to reaching unchurched kids
only if they are kept in a certain part of
the building and kept quiet. 

In our years of pastoring, we have
tried to get the older church members
to interact with the younger ones.
Sometimes it has been a success; oth-
er times much grumbling has resulted. 

In one small church where we
served, a number of the elderly were
very active. One gentleman drove the
church van (until a younger man had to
replace him), and his wife had her
hands full teaching a class. The chil-

Christian Education

The Christian Education of Unchurched Children
BY JAMES O. BAKER
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as he followed Christ (I Cor. 4:14-17).
He wanted them to imitate his atti-
tudes and works. In this way, he would
show them how to live a Christian life.
Children can tell if we are genuine. This
can affect their decision to serve the
Lord; therefore, we need to be very
careful to model godly behavior.

THE PRICE OF INVESTING IN
CHILDREN

Investing in unchurched children is
quite an undertaking. Some will mis-
understand all effort that is put forth
into this evangelistic effort. There will
be those who criticize and complain
and consider it all a waste of time.
However, I must remind each one of us
that the devil will take time to influence
our children. The drug dealer and the
molester are not afraid to take the time
to manipulate them for their own
cause. The world, the flesh, and the
devil all rejoice to see children neg-
lected by God’s people.

What will it take to invest in chil-
dren? It will take more time, money,
outreach, preparation, creativity, com-
passion, and definitely patience. But it
is worth it all to see them come to the
Saviour and be established in the
Christian faith!

I know a man who is a Christian as
a result of a church’s bus ministry. As
a child, he would cause the youth
workers plenty of trouble and harass-
ment; however, one day the message
of the gospel finally took root in his
mind and heart. When he trusted in
Christ, his life was changed. Soon he
felt God’s call to preach, and after
high school he went to Bible college.
There he met a talented young
woman who became his wife.
Through the years, they have worked
in a Bible college, participated in
youth ministr ies, and pastored
churches. Some ask, Was it worth the
investment? Yes, it was worth every
dime and hour put into it!

In his hymn “Bring Them In,” Alex-
cenah Thomas wrote words that
should inspire us to get involved in
children’s ministry:

Hark! ’tis the Shepherd’s voice I hear
Out in the desert dark and drear,

Calling the sheep who’ve gone astray
Far from the Shepherd’s fold away.

Who’ll go and help this Shepherd kind,
Help Him the wand’ring ones to find?

Who’ll bring the lost ones to the fold,
Where they’ll be sheltered from the cold?

Bring them in, bring them in,
Bring them in from the fields of sin;

Bring them in, bring them in,
Bring the wand’ring ones to Jesus. �

as his Saviour. Later as a pastor, while
reading one of Charles Spurgeon’s
sermons, he was convicted about not
winning children to the Lord. Spur-
geon stated, “A child of five, if proper-
ly instructed can as truly believe and
be regenerated as an adult” (“History,”
www.cefonline.com).

After reading Spurgeon, Overholtzer
attempted to win the children in his
own Sunday school, of which many
were from non-Christian homes. He
presented the gospel as clearly as he
could, and twenty-one children trust-
ed in Christ. He was convinced when
two girls, nine and eleven years old,
brought their mother to church the
next Sunday. She responded to the in-
vitation that very morning. 

Overholtzer asked the mother what
influenced her to receive Christ. Her
reply was the changed lives of her
girls. Yes, children can be won and es-
tablished in the Christian faith (“An Ex-
cerpt from CEF Founding Father, J.
Irvin Overholtzer,” www.cefonline.
com).

According to a study by Nazarene
Church Growth Research, 85 percent
of American Christians surveyed
trusted in Christ between ages four
through fourteen. Sadly, only 4 per-
cent of them came to Christ at age
thirty and over (www.home.snu.edu/-
culbert/ages.htm). If this is the case,
the church needs to invest every effort
into reaching unchurched children for
Christ.

THE POWER OF INFLUENCE
Every adult exerts some influence

on children. This can be for either right
or wrong, depending on how we live.
Words do not always necessarily need
to be spoken, for our actions speak
louder than words. Someone rightly
said that more is caught than taught. 

Christian workers wield an influence
that has everlasting results. I once
read of a Sunday school teacher who
taught her students to gamble while
playing cards. They supposedly were
just having a little fun making small
bets; however, some of her students
took it to the next level. They became
addicted until their lives were a mess.
They all pointed back to the bad influ-
ence of their teacher.

What can teachers do to win and in-
fluence their classes for Christ? Mod-
eling Christian behavior is of utmost
importance. The Apostle Paul entreat-
ed the Corinthian church to follow him

dren loved them, and they helped to
make it a success. When all work to-
gether, God’s work will go forward. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF WINNING
CHILDREN TO CHRIST

Without a doubt, Jesus took special
interest in children. Consider the im-
portance that He placed on these little
ones in Mark 10:13-16: “And they
brought young children to him, that he
should touch them: and his disciples
rebuked those that brought them. But
when Jesus saw it, he was much dis-
pleased, and said unto them, Suffer
the little children to come unto me, and
forbid them not: for of such is the king-
dom of God. Verily I say unto you,
Whosoever shall not receive the king-
dom of God as a little child, he shall
not enter therein. And he took them up
in his arms, put his hands upon them,
and blessed them.” 

Four truths stand out in these vers-
es. 1. The parents’ desire. They want-
ed their children to come to Jesus.
2. The disciples’ rebuke. They thought
that Jesus was too busy to be both-
ered with paying special attention to
children. They thought the Master had
more important things to do. 3. Jesus’
displeasure with His disciples. He was
saddened by their attitude toward the
children. He knew that children need
God also. 4. The children’s blessing.
Jesus’ blessing has eternal results.
When He touches an individual, his life
is changed. May we also make the ex-
tra effort to bring the young ones to
Christ! 

Many Christians throughout the ages
have testified of coming to Christ at an
early age. J. Wilbur Chapman pro-
fessed Christ as his Saviour as a teen
and would later preach the gospel to
thousands. Rodney “Gipsy” Smith was
just a boy when two preachers visited
the Gipsy camp where he was raised.
He would give his life to the Saviour be-
cause of their influence, and he would
later preach the Bible around the world.
John G. Paton came to Christ around
the family altar under the influence of
his father’s prayers. He would go
across the seas to win cannibals to the
Lord (Miller, How They Were Won,
Nazarene).

As a twelve-year-old boy, Jesse
Irvin Overholtzer struggled with his
own sins. When he asked his mother
about Christ, she told him that he was
too young for salvation. Thankfully,
while in college, he did trust in Christ
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AVARIETY of people attend our
churches. There are those we

consider our core attenders—general-
ly members—and those who, like rock
and ice features caught in the gravita-
tional pull of a planet, orbit along the
periphery. Generally, the latter are
neglected. It is easy to ignore periph-
eral attenders because they con-
tribute so little to the church and there
are not enough people in leadership or
enough time to minister to them. It is
this group of people whom I wish to
address in this article.

When I speak of those who “orbit
along the periphery,” I am not talking
about the occasional attender. In-
stead, I am talking about those who at-
tend with some regularity but are not
part of the core group. These folks
show no interest in church member-
ship or in getting involved, even
though they may tithe, attend an oc-
casional meal, or share a prayer re-
quest from time to time. These folks
tend to come just as services begin
and leave quickly afterward. It is not
likely that you will find them in any of
your small group gatherings.

SOME REASONS WHY CERTAIN
ATTENDERS ORBIT ALONG THE
PERIPHERY

Who are the peripheral church at-
tenders? I propose that a number of
these people are likely believers. I
know this is debatable, but since we
cannot see hearts and since many of
these folks claim to be Christians, we
should at least take them at their word.
We should let God sort out the tares
from the wheat in His own time and
way (Matt. 13:24-30).

There is something that compels
these people to attend weekly, even
though they hold everyone at arm’s
length. Most seem to be nice people,
and you may have learned that they

were at one time involved in another
church. Most are friendly enough
when engaged, but they do not go out
of their way to befriend others in the
church or be significantly ministered
to.

Why do these folks orbit along the
periphery of the church’s ministry? I
suggest four reasons, though I am cer-
tain more could be listed: these peo-
ple are either hurting, wondering (con-
fused), seeking, or unbelieving. In
some cases, some of these folks may
fall into several categories at the same
time.

There is a lot of hurt in the church to-
day. Yes, we can attribute this to the
flesh—that remaining sin that we all
struggle to crucify daily. While all as-
pects of the flesh can result in troubles
and pain we experience, I am thinking
of such manifestations as hatred,
strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, dis-
putes, dissensions, factions, and en-
vying (cf. Gal. 5:20-21). Somewhere
along the way, these fleshly actions
get the best of some people (general-
ly passionate people), and the result-
ing hurt is never properly addressed.

People are hurt because of church
divisions, and they are hurt because of
their own foolish actions. But these
fleshly manifestations are not the only
contributors to hurt. Other contribu-
tors are rejection, ministry service that
was not fruitful, closed doors to min-
istry goals, and personality quirks.

Often these hurting people eventu-
ally disappear from one church; but
because they have a Spirit-compelled
desire to worship corporately, they
end up in another church—your
church. Their hurt, and likely the fear of
it repeating, is part of what keeps them
orbiting along the periphery of church
fellowship.

Another contributing factor for
some people orbiting the periphery of

the church is confusion. There is a lot
of confusion in our culture today. This
is true politically, morally, and reli-
giously. We have churches, pastors,
and theologians endorsing gay rights
and those who ardently preach
against it. We have churches, pastors,
and theologians with a liberal political
bent, and others with a conservative
political bent. Some churches are
Calvinistic while others are Arminian,
and some place an emphasis on sign
gifts while others insist that these gifts
have ceased.

Mixed with all these conflicting
views, positions, and theologies is
equal use of the same Bible to demon-
strate whatever position one is pas-
sionate about. There are churches
who preach reformed theology and
dispensational theology. There are le-
galistic churches, seeker-friendly
churches, and emergent churches.
With so many radio preachers, politi-
cal talk-show hosts, books of every
stripe and theology, and talk over cof-
fee among friends, the voice of the
pastor can be a tiny note in a sea of
yammering voices that are all clamor-
ing to be heard and using Scripture to
passionately prove their points. It is
enough to make one’s head spin!

We may not think it is happening,
but I believe we are in a climate, espe-
cially in Western culture, where many
churchgoers have become closet ag-
nostics when it comes to the theology
that we hold so dear as pastors. It has
reached a place where I suspect many
are asking the same question Pilate
asked Jesus in John 18:38, “What is
truth?”

The wondering and perplexity of it
all can take a toll. Sure you are pas-
sionate about your theology, but so is
the preacher down the street or on the
radio. If a person is not grounded in
the faith—and frankly, even if they are

The Pastor’s Study

The Pastor and Peripheral
Church Attenders

BY MARK J. HIGHMAN
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Hurting people, in particular, need us
to be long-suffering. Some wounds
are deep and take time to heal. Just as
we cannot force broken ribs to heal, so
we cannot force the hurting to heal.
We must bear with them just as Christ
would.

I am not saying to “endure” these
folks; I am saying to suffer with them
for as long as it takes. Show them love.
Show them care. Pastor them as much
as they might allow, but suffer long
with them. Carefully, tenderly, and
sensitively get to know them, whether
they are hurting, confused, agnostic,
seeking, or unbelieving. Let them
sense that you are their pastor too—if
they will allow you to be. But even if
they will not, as long as they attend
your church, try to shepherd them. Be
willing to patiently go the distance with
them.

Jesus is caring and compassion-
ate. Peter exhorts us to cast all our
care on the Lord, “for he careth for
[us]” (I Pet. 5:7). As you learn more
about these folks, empathize with
them. Maybe you can relate. Maybe
you cannot. But still show them you
care. When opportunity arises and
the occasion merits it, carefully and
tenderly help them see areas of their
lives that are not quite in conformity
with God’s Word.

Be overflowing in grace, which is
another attribute of our Lord. Practice
grace toward those who are struggling
because God is doing the same thing
with us. Be an extension of God’s
grace in the lives of those who orbit
the periphery of your church ministry.

As shepherds/pastors, we need to
be caring and show genuine love, pa-
tience, concern, and grace. This in-
volves allowing the Holy Spirit to guide
us as we relate to these folks. This in-
volves sensitivity, carefully chosen
words, giving some time, and praying
for wisdom to know when to talk and
when to listen.

Keep these folks in prayer, and let
them know that you are praying for
them. Be friendly to them as they at-
tend your church so that they feel as if
you care and that they are important to
you and to the Lord.

Work positively in attracting them to
the life of your church. Allow the Holy
Spirit to use you, your prayers, your
love, and your interaction with them in
a way that can accomplish God’s will
and achieve the kinds of actions and
lives that you have been hoping to see
all along. �

The other approach might be on the
opposite pole (I have been guilty of
both, I think): get in their face and
preach at them. Sometimes pastors
just do that from the pulpit, although
people are pretty perceptive when we
stoop to this kind of tactic. Other
times, we talk to them in the foyer, by
phone, e-mail, or at the coffee shop.
But “preaching at” people, a dis-
paraging phrase to be certain, is rarely
effective. Eventually it drives people
away, something we really do not want
if we are interested in building our
churches with believers who are walk-
ing in the Spirit.

Since we realize that neither ignor-
ing or preaching at these folks is es-
pecially helpful, what would be a more
positive approach? How can we nur-
ture those who orbit the periphery of
our church ministries? Our approach
should be more like that of Christ’s. We
often talk about Christlikeness; how
does that work in this context?

The Bible teaches us that God is love
(I John 4:8, 16). Christ is loving. His ap-
proach to the masses was loving as
well. Jesus did not just preach about
love, He practiced love—and in some
settings that might be a bit uncomfort-
able for many of us (cf. Matt. 9:9-10;
John 8:2-11). God not only loved the
world, but He also gave His only Son
(John 3:16). Jesus went to the cross.
Jesus died for sinners. Jesus demon-
strated the love He spoke about.

It should not matter who attends
your church, whether a believer or an
unbeliever, whether a tither or one who
still needs to grow in this area, whether
one who uses his spiritual gifts or one
who is fearful of serving. We as pas-
tors—as shepherds and representa-
tives of Christ—should demonstrate
the love of Christ even to those we
might consider unlovely. Love is not
ignoring or avoiding or secretly hoping
these folks will go away. Love is en-
gaging them lovingly—treating them
as persons made in God’s image.

The hurting, the confused, the seek-
ing, and even the unbelieving are not
going to be any less of these things by
ignoring them or preaching at them.
Love may not make a difference, ei-
ther, but Christ would show love. It be-
hooves us to do the same!

Our Lord is also long-suffering, with
which I will include the characteristic
of patience. Long-suffering is hard be-
cause it requires patience, something
most of us are in too big of a rush to
achieve, making it all the more illusive!

grounded—it is almost too much to
bear. I think many finally throw in the
towel. They want to worship God.
They want to be with God’s people.
They want to be under good teaching.
They want to sing the worship songs.
But they are tired of trying to success-
fully fit in. So what do they do? They
orbit the periphery of the church min-
istry. Sometimes we can hardly blame
them.

The third category is what I have ti-
tled as those who are seeking. We
tend to recognize this group of people
more quickly, and they are generally
better able to articulate their reason for
attending your church. These people
plan to attend for a few weeks or more
but remain unattached until they have
determined whether your church is the
church for them. Pastors tend to dis-
like this kind of church attending (hop-
ping?), and to a degree we disapprove
of it. Nevertheless, the reality of it still
exists.

Finally, there are the unbelieving.
There are some who have chosen to
attend your church but probably more
out of guilt or because that was where
they were raised or how they were
raised. They either like your church or,
because of family history, attend your
church, but they are not interested in
moving beyond the periphery of the
church. Their attendance is purely per-
functory and not Holy Spirit driven.

HOW SHOULD THE PASTOR
RELATE TO THOSE ORBITING
ALONG THE PERIPHERY?

As pastors, we know these folks
need to be incorporated into the life of
the church (with the exception of the
unbelieving, who first need God’s sav-
ing grace). So how are we going to fa-
cilitate this? How do we relate with
those who orbit along the periphery of
our churches?

The most tempting approach is to
basically ignore these people. After all,
the pastor has enough on his plate
with church members, board meet-
ings, sermon preparation, hospital
calls, counseling, and family time at
home. The pastor has so many re-
sponsibilities that there is often no
time left for people who want to sit on
the sidelines. Plus, it is tempting to
think that it is very possible that if you
ignore them long enough, they might
just go away. After all, if they want to
be left alone, then simply accommo-
date them.
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