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invite more people to receive the grace of God in Christ
Jesus, reaching out to those who were not Jews. I know
of a youth pastor in the Northeast who has twenty na-
tionalities in his ministry. God is no respecter of persons.
This means that God shows no racial favoritism (Acts
10:34). The gospel is for all nations and people. 
October 25, 2015—Read Acts 11:17. Peter preached

Christ to the house of Cornelius, a man of important mil-
itary rank (10:1-44). In power, the Holy Spirit opened the
hearts of Gentiles to believe the gospel and receive Christ
as Saviour (cf. 4:12; 11:18). Peter and all the other apos-
tles rejoiced in multitudes coming to the Lord. The church
grew mightily with such an influx of new believers. Peter
said, “This is God’s work. Who was I to stand in the way?”
(cf. 11:17).
November 1, 2015—Read Acts 12:5. The church ran

into stiff opposition as the Apostle Peter was put in
prison for preaching the gospel. The church community
was opposed by Herod, who sought to curry favor with
the Jewish religious leaders. The church, however, gave
itself to prayer for Peter’s release. Prayer is the weapon
of the church. Soon the Lord answered their prayer, and
Peter was released from prison. The church rejoiced in
the Lord’s victorious triumph. 
November 8, 2015—Read Acts 15:8-9. A sign showing

God’s acceptance of the Gentiles was the gift of the Holy
Spirit—our Comforter and Guide—to all believers. Any-
one bowing at the foot of the cross to receive Christ as
Saviour was so blessed (cf. 16:31). I preached through an
interpreter once, and nine Vietnamese trusted Christ as
Saviour. There was great rejoicing in seeing God work in
their lives.
November 15, 2015—Read Acts 16:10. The church be-

gan to go far beyond the borders of Israel to make Christ
known in missionary outreach to the land of Macedonia.
Among those saved were Lydia, the seller of purple, and
the Philippian jailer. Missions added new vigor and life to
the church.
November 22, 2015—Read Acts 17:23. Paul preached

in power to the Athenian philosophers, telling them that
“THE UNKNOWN GOD” was the true God. Dionysius, a
member of the Areopagite elite, was saved, along with a
woman named Damaris (vs. 34). 
November 29, 2015—Read Acts 18:9-10. The gospel

continued its impact, this time in Corinth. God revealed
His plan to Paul in a vision, showing He would save mul-
titudes more in that religious city. �

September 6, 2015—Read Acts 4:31. The word “alive”
should add excitement to this quarter’s studies, refresh-
ing our souls in the power of God. In many walks of so-
ciety today, some believe the church is dead or dying.
Because the church is alive, the prayer and praise of
God’s people will shake heaven and give victory for
Christ.
September 13, 2015—Read Acts 4:34. People of the

early church demonstrated care for one another in their
prayer lives, making sure everyone was provided for not
only spiritually but also materially: “Neither was there any
among them that lacked.” The dynamic of the Holy Spir-
it will loosen purse strings so that all might have sub-
stance sufficient for life and comfort. What power would
the church have today with a similar program?
September 20, 2015—Read Acts 5:29. Delivered from

prison by God’s miraculous power, the apostles were bold
and fearless to preach and give witness to the truth. They
obeyed the higher calling: “to obey God rather than men.”
In our day, we must likewise determine to stand for the
truth. 
September 27, 2015—Read Acts 7:55. Stephen was

the first martyr of the church. His great sermon incensed
the guilty crowd. The Jews then ran against Stephen with
stones of death. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen asked
the Lord to forgive his murderers (vs. 60). The Son of God
stood and welcomed Stephen home to glory. What a
power the Holy Spirit had put in Stephen’s heart for him
to reach out in compassion for the mob! 
October 4, 2015—Read Acts 8:22. Simon, a user of

sorcery, sought to make merchandise of the Holy Spirit
(vss. 9-19). Though Simon confessed Christ and was bap-
tized, he misunderstood about being a servant of God.
Peter rebuked Simon with strong condemnation, saying,
“Thy money perish with thee” (vs. 20). Is it not sometimes
true that a church may err in giving honor to those of in-
fluence? It was so with Simon. 
October 11, 2015—Read Acts 9:20. It was a mighty

miracle God performed in Paul’s soul in turning him to be-
come a dynamic new witness of the truth. Paul preached
Jesus in the synagogues and saw many Jews turn to the
Lord in free pardon of sin. No one could doubt God’s pow-
er in Paul’s life as he preached Jesus wherever he went.
October 18, 2015—Read Acts 10:34-35. The book of

Acts is a transition account of the gospel going out to the
Gentiles or nations. All walls of separation came tumbling
down (cf. Eph. 2:14). The gospel now had free course to
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Giving Thanks in All Things
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN., PH.D.

IN the United States, we have en-joyed—and still enjoy—many free-
doms and luxuries that those in poorer
nations have never experienced. The
things we enjoy here are sustained by
Providence through a foundation based
on Christian principles. Our great wealth
of freedoms and possessions is also
providentially kept secure through
American citizens who have fought to
keep us free. Some have died doing so. 
November 11 is Veterans Day. For-

merly known as Armistice Day, this day
was set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor
the end of World War I, which officially
took place when cessation of hostility
occurred between the Allied nations and
Germany at the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the eleventh month. 
In 1938, legislation was passed cre-

ating this new holiday honoring World
War I veterans. The United States
then experienced both World War II
and the Korean War. In 1954, Con-
gress amended the act of 1938 by
changing the name of the day from
Armistice Day to Veterans Day. No-
vember 11 became a day to honor

American veterans of all wars.
Some Americans confuse Memorial

Day with Veterans Day. Memorial Day
is a day for remembering and honor-
ing military personnel who died in the
service of our country. While those
who died are also remembered, Veter-
ans Day is the day set aside to thank
and honor all veterans, living or dead,
who served honorably in the military, in
wartime or peacetime.
It is important that all Americans know

the history of Veterans Day so that we
can properly honor our former service
members. It might be even more imper-
ative for Christians to do so. We know
God is sovereign. He has ordained the
service and actions of each veteran in
the place and time where he served.
We should never take for granted

what God has given us. We must have
thankful hearts for His provision and
sustaining grace toward us (cf. I Thess.
5:18). We must thank and praise Him
daily for making us spiritually free in
Christ and for the freedoms of our na-
tion while humbly seeking His face and
favor. �

From the Editor’s Desk

Those Who Have Kept Us Free
BY DON RUFF

WE were riding to the airport.
Knowing that my fellow pas-

senger had suffered bankruptcy, I
asked how he remained so positive.
“How can you give thanks when you
lost your home, your business, and
your business partners?” I asked. 
He said that all of what I had said was

true—and there was even more. His
business partners had caused his
bankruptcy; in spite of that, he had re-
paid all the money owed to his creditors
and was still thankful. He was grateful
not for the trouble but that in the trou-
ble, he knew God’s strength. He had his
spiritual feet planted on the solid
ground of God’s sovereign control and
God’s promises to care for His own.
The Apostle Paul taught about this

kind of attitude this way: “In every
thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you”
(I Thess. 5:18).
In another place he wrote, “[Give]

thanks always for all things unto God
and the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20).
The psalmist made this interesting

statement about his thanksgiving: “At
midnight I will rise to give thanks unto
thee because of thy righteous judg-
ments” (Ps. 119:62). 

LOOKING AT HISTORY TO SEE
AHEAD
It seems to be the case now, espe-

cially in the United States, that during
Thanksgiving we place a greater em-

phasis on sports (football in particular)
and turkey dinners. Some have gone so
far as to call our special day of thanks
“Turkey Day!” It seems that it would be
wise to gain some perspective by re-
turning to our nation’s early heritage.
The American tradition of Thanks-

giving is usually traced back to the Pil-
grims at Plymouth Rock in A.D. 1621.
They had a harvest celebration in
thanks for the bounty of the season. 
As far as we can tell, the first official

proclamation for a day of thanksgiving in
the American Colonies was made in 1676
in the midst of great peril from the Indian
tribes. Here is a quote from a portion of
The First Thanksgiving Proclamation,
June 20, 1676: “The Council has thought
meet to appoint and set apart the 29th
day of this instant June, as a day of
Solemn Thanksgiving and praise to God
for such his Goodness and Favour, many
Particulars of which mercy might be In-
stanced, but we doubt not those who are
sensible of God’s Afflictions, have been
as diligent to espy him returning to us;
and that the Lord may behold us as a
People offering Praise and thereby glori-
fying Him; . . . Beseeching that being per-
suaded by the mercies of God we may
all, even this whole people offer up our
bodies and souls as a living and accept-
able service unto God by Jesus Christ”
(let.rug.nl/usa/documents/165 1–1700).
In the midst of the American Civil

War, Abraham Lincoln called for an an-
nual Thanksgiving Day. Part of his
proclamation follows: “The year that is
drawing towards its close, has been
filled with the blessings of fruitful fields
and healthful skies. To these bounties,
which are so constantly enjoyed that
we are prone to forget the source from
which they come, others have been
added, which are of so extraordinary a
nature, that they cannot fail to pene-
trate and soften even the heart which
is habitually insensible to the ever-
watchful providence of Almighty God.
. . . I do therefore invite my fellow citi-
zens to set apart and observe the last
Thursday of November next, as a day
of Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the
Heavens . . . [and to] commend to His
tender care all those who have become
widows, orphans, mourners or suffer-
ers in the lamen table civil strife in which
we are unavoidably engaged, and fer-
vently implore the interposition of the
Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of
the nation and to restore it as soon as
may be consistent with the Divine pur-
poses to the full enjoyment of peace,



Some time ago, our
young granddaughter was
suffering anxiety attacks
from separation issues. She
was anxious and even a bit
fearful; but as we talked,
she was redirected in her
thinking back to biblical
truth. She remembered that
God is present, able to help,
and willing to give her inner
peace. She was directed to
John 14:27 and was able to
be thankful for our Lord Je-
sus Christ’s promise of
peace. Other concerns be-
came of less importance.
Memorization of Scrip-

ture is one vital means to
redirect our minds when we
are turning away from being

thankful. “Thy word have I hid in mine
heart, that I might not sin against thee.
. . . Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:11, 105).
Having words of thanksgiving based on
memorized promises of God’s Word is
a powerful tool to redirect us away from
the cultural pressures that often are
against the teachings of God’s Word.
These pressures are not overwhelming
when we practice the discipline of “In
every thing give thanks” (I Thess. 5:18). 

GOD CORRECTS WHEN WE ARE
UNTHANKFUL
Sometimes we sin by not being

grateful in the midst of trying circum-
stances. When this is true, the Holy
Spirit will convict us of such sin and
give us the opportunity to confess and
be restored. John, one of the three in
the inner circle of Christ’s disciples,
gave us clear, concise teaching about
dealing with sin. “If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness. If we say that we have
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us” (I John 1:8-10). 
There are times when we cause oth-

ers to sin by our own lack of gratitude.
When this is the case, we should seek
the will of the Lord as to how we
should correct this sin. Most likely, our
confession will be directly to the Lord.
We will then be more openly thankful.
There will be some times, regrettably,
when our sin of ungratefulness will
need a more public confession be-
cause others have followed our nega-
tive, sinful lead. When publicly con-
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harmony, tranquility and Union”
(www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/
speeches/thanks.htm).

GOD DIRECTS US TO
THANKSGIVING
Those early settlers and our beloved

president, Abraham Lincoln, knew that
thanksgiving was blessed by God.
American presidents have annually
called us to a day of Thanksgiving. The
psalmist also, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, showed us how God has
directed His children to give thanks:
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye
lands . . . Enter into his gates with
thanksgiving, and into his courts with
praise: be thankful unto him, and bless
his name. For the Lord is good; his mer-
cy is everlasting; and his truth endureth
to all generations” (Ps. 100:1, 4-5).
Thanksgiving helps remind us of the

wonder of our God. He is good. His
love endures forever. Thanksgiving
tends to point us to truth, and truth is
eternal. “Unto thee, O God, do we give
thanks, unto thee do we give thanks:
for that thy name is near thy wondrous
works declare” (Ps. 75:1).

GOD ALSO REDIRECTS US TO
THANKSGIVING
We have this encouraging redirection

when we are likely to be overcome with
anxiety: “Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known unto God” (Phil. 4:6). We
are directed away from anxiety (worry)
by prayer that contains thanksgiving. It
is true that thankfulness is a strong an-
tidote for worry.

fessed, these situations will have the
additional benefit of encouraging oth-
ers to be thankful.

PERSONAL SUGGESTIONS
CONCERNING THANKSGIVING TO
GOD
● Have you thanked the Lord for the 
Bible in a general way?

● Have you been thankful for specific
verses and promises found in the
Bible?

● If you are married, have you enjoyed
the blessings that come by giving
thanks for your marriage partner?
Have you been helped by giving
thanks for specific goodness that
comes to you through your marriage
partner?

● Have you given thanks for other
Christians? Specifically, have you
thanked the Lord for the help you re-
ceive from your local church and the
fellow believers and leaders who are
in a local assembly with you?

● Have you gone to the Lord to say
thanks for your country and the
good things that you receive from
living in your country?

● Even adults can be blessed through
being thankful for the parents the
Lord gave them. We often think
more about this when we focus on
younger children.

● Have you learned to give thanks in
suffering? Pain can be a good
teacher. As we learn to give thanks
in pain, we can actually learn to give
thanks for pain.
I remember a conversation I had with

a close friend. He had just purchased
a new (to him) car. The next day it was
damaged while sitting in the parking lot
of the hospital where he worked. He
told me that he said, “Lord, I don’t
know why You wanted Your car to be
damaged, but I thank You for this car,
even though it is now damaged.”
Henry Ward Beecher said, “Re-

member God’s bounty in the year.
String the pearls of His favor. Hide the
dark parts, except so far as they are
breaking out in light. Give this one day
to thanks, to joy, to gratitude!” (Ford,
J. B., ed., The Sermons of Henry Ward
Beecher in Plymouth Church, Brook-
lyn. books.google.com). 
Finally, it is no coincidence that Paul

spoke about thanksgiving so much.
When he spoke of winning the daily
spiritual warfare through prayer, it is in

(Continued on page 13)
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THE ORIGINS OF LABOR DAY
The national observance of the La-

bor Day holiday was born out of labor
unrest in the early 1890s at the height
of the American Industrial Revolution.
Labor conditions were often difficult
and unsafe. Labor unions grew in
prominence and made their voices
heard through rallies and strikes. Ini-
tially, according to tradition, a labor
holiday was proposed in 1882, and the
first Labor Day parade took place
when 10,000 workers took unpaid
time off to march in New York City. 
The final resolution for a national

holiday came in 1894, when a group of
workers at the Pullman Palace Car
Company, which made the Pullman
railroad sleeping cars, reacted to their
loss of income during an economic
depression that hit the sleeping-car in-
dustry. Although the rent at their com-
pany housing (paid directly to their
employer) remained unchanged, their
wages were cut. Their union represen-
tatives were fired. 
Supported by the American Railway

Union, the workers struck for lower
rent and higher pay. The strike became
violent, and protests expanded to
nonunion workers. 
In response to the trouble, President

Grover Cleveland sent 12,000 United
States Army troops to Chicago to
break the strike, which he had de-
clared a federal crime. The strike end-

ed on August 2, 1894, leaving the
workers dissatisfied over how Presi-
dent Cleveland had handled the situa-
tion. There was also strong sentiment
among workers for a national Labor
Day. Within six days after the strike
ended, both houses of Congress
passed legislation making Labor Day a
national holiday in an attempt to ap-
pease and honor the nation’s workers.
While the observance of Labor Day

began in the context of disputes over
fair wages and working conditions,
such disputes are not unique to Amer-
ican history. In Jesus’ parable about
the kingdom of heaven, recorded in
Matthew 20:1-16, workers hired for an
agreed-upon wage complained when
others who had worked shorter hours
received the same wages. 

A BURDENSOME TOIL OR A
BLESSED EXPERIENCE?
Work is often viewed through the

eyes of the unredeemed person as a
necessary evil, a burden to carry until
the next day off. Common complaints
are that the pay is too low, the raises
too infrequent, that the boss is unfair
and inconsiderate, and that work con-
ditions are inadequate. The boss, in
turn, complains that the workers are
unproductive, too demanding, and un-
appreciative.
All of us at one time or another have

probably worked at a job that made us
miserable in some way. Sometimes a

job makes us feel
trapped. Is there an an-
swer? Sometimes a job
change is the best solu-
tion. Usually, however,
regardless of the job,
there are negatives we
would like to change.
There is one solution

that seems to incorpo-
rate what the Bible
teaches about work—
we need to understand
work as God intended it,
and we are to have the
right attitude about our
responsibilities and op-
portunities as Christians
in the workplace.
The Bible is clear when

it comes to work: it is hon-
orable, necessary, and

expected. God wants us to do our very
best as we earn a living in order to care
for ourselves and our families, meet our
various responsibilities, and even help
others.
The Bible stresses that there are sev-

eral issues related to labor that make life
and work more productive and enjoy-
able; these include attitude, the quality
of the work produced, and one’s under-
standing that work is not a curse but a
responsibility and even a blessing.
Work has been an essential part of life

since Adam and Eve were created. In
fact, their existence came as a result of
the creative work of God. The basis for
man’s Sabbath Day of rest each week is
the fact that God ceased from His own
creative labors on the seventh day. Gen-
esis 2:3 reads that God “rested from all
his work which God created and made.”
In like manner, while we emphasize

the importance and meaning of the Sab-
bath Day for Israel, it must be viewed
from the perspective of the six days of
labor that preceded it (Exod. 20:9).
Adam’s first responsibility was nam-

ing the animals (Gen. 2:19-20). After
creating Adam, God placed him in the
Garden of Eden “to dress it and to keep
it” (vs. 15). It is important to notice that
work was not part of the curse after the
Fall; it was an honorable responsibility
from the beginning. The curse was that
the land would produce thorns and
thistles (3:17-19). Labor would be more
demanding as mankind would struggle
in order for the land to produce food.
Although labor became more difficult,
it was not dishonorable.
The book of Proverbs contains many

lessons related to work, including the
fact that hunger is a driving force behind
labor (16:26). God has planted within us
the need to work for basic survival.

PRINCIPLES OF LABOR
Besides being necessary, the nature

and character of the work we do is im-
portant. There are more important con-
siderations than merely finances and
the energy we pour into the task. A thief
is not commendable even if he works
harder at his stealing than a carpenter at
his trade. Proverbs 10:16 makes this
distinction: “The labour of the righteous
tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to
sin.” Further, wealth that is earned by
genuine labor increases. In contrast,
wealth that is gained by vanity or dis-
honorable means does not last (13:11).
If our work is honorable in nature, then

we are expected to put the appropriate

Work: Curse or Blessing?
BY CARTER CORBREY
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thanks always for all things unto God”
(Eph. 5:20). Paul also wrote that it was
the will of God for us to “in every thing
give thanks” (I Thess. 5:18). A joyful and
thankful attitude can make a tremen-
dous difference in our work.
We are instructed to “do all things

without murmurings and disputings”
(Phil. 2:14). Imagine what the work-
place would be like if everyone were
thankful and refused to quarrel!
We are not to complain and dispute,

as Paul explained, so that we may be
blameless in the midst of the lost world
and in this setting “shine as lights in the
world” (Phil. 2:15). We are to hold forth
the Word of Life (vs. 16). Our work is a
means of demonstrating Jesus’ own
work in our lives. Our work should be
one segment of our testimony.
Not only does God expect His people

to work, but work can also serve as ev-

would face God’s judgment (II Pet. 2:5). 
In the case of Ruth, after her hus-

band died, she assumed responsibili-
ty for both herself and her mother-in-
law. Although from Moab, Ruth
embraced the God of Israel as she re-
turned with Naomi to Bethlehem, Nao-
mi’s home. Once there, Ruth gleaned
from the edges of a farmer’s field, as
God had instructed for the benefit of
the poor (Lev. 19:9-10). God blessed
her by providing Boaz as her husband
and including her in the genealogy of
David and Christ Himself (Ruth 4:13-
22; Matt. 1:5-6, 16).
While serving as the king of Persia’s

cupbearer (Neh. 1:11), Nehemiah was
distressed when he learned that the
walls of Jerusalem had not been re-
paired by the returning exiles from
Babylon. The cupbearer was respon-
sible to protect the king from assassi-
nation attempts via poisoning by first
tasting his wine. Nehemiah’s responsi-
bility earned him the king’s confidence
and permission to go to Jerusalem to
take charge of rebuilding.
The Apostle Paul is considered the

greatest missionary and theologian in
the history of the church; yet he not only
worked tirelessly and suffered tremen-
dously as he carried out his ministry, but
he also labored as a tentmaker at times
to pay his own way (Acts 18:1-4). He re-
fused to receive a wage at the church’s
expense even though it was his right to
do so (I Cor. 9:1-18).

THE CHRISTIAN’S ATTITUDE
TOWARD WORK
On a practical level, how can Chris-

tians experience work as a blessing,
not a burden? First, God should be
central to our work and what we hope
to accomplish by it. As Solomon
wrote, “Except the Lord build the
house, they labour in vain that build it”
(Ps. 127:1). Paul advised that whatev-
er we do should be to the glory of God
(I Cor. 10:31).
We Christians are responsible for

bringing every aspect of our lives un-
der the authority of Christ. Our goal
should be to glorify Him in all we do,
including our work.
Our attitude toward work should be

consistent with the Bible’s teaching. In
addition, we need to be genuinely
thankful for the work God has entrust-
ed to us, regardless of what it is. Paul
instructed the Ephesians to encourage
one another and sing and make melody
in their hearts to the Lord, “giving

effort into carrying it out; and there are
practical gains that we can expect as a
result. The diligent worker will succeed
and may work himself into positions of
authority, while the one who is lazy or
slothful will end up doing whatever work
is assigned for him to do, including
forced manual labor (Prov. 12:24).
Work is also more than bragging

about what we can do; it is actually do-
ing it. There is profit or abundance in
labor, but only poverty comes from idle
talk (Prov. 14:23).

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES OF HARD
WORKERS
There are several examples in the

Bible of diligent workers who were hon-
ored by God. A common trait among
them is that they were diligent in serv-
ing the Lord with their efforts. Often the
people held in the best light were not
those whose priority was in the accu-
mulation of material wealth as the out-
come of their labor. This does not mean
that attaining wealth is wrong. It is,
however, in keeping with Jesus’ advice
to seek first God’s kingdom and right-
eousness, which would be followed by
His blessings (Matt. 6:33). God may
bless some with wealth as a result of
their relationship with Him and because
of their diligent efforts. Greed and love
of wealth are what are viewed as a root
of all kinds of evil (I Tim. 6:10).
When Solomon built the temple, he

employed the services of 70,000 men
to bear burdens, 80,000 to quarry
stone, and 3,600 to oversee them
(II Chron. 2:2). When we think of the
temple, however, we usually think only
of the finished product rather than the
many workers, hours of hard labor, and
the pride of the workers in knowing
what their finished product would be.
Noah, Ruth, Nehemiah, and Paul are

four examples of diligent workers
whom God honored. Noah was first
recognized by God as a just man who
walked with Him (Gen. 6:9). God then
gave Noah the tremendous responsi-
bility of building the ark—with a dead-
line of 120 years to complete it (vs. 3).
Noah needed several skills—including
management, planning, and construc-
tion—all carried out with diligent, hard
work. The future of mankind was de-
pendent on his careful completion of
his monumental task. He successfully
finished it on time, and it functioned as
it was intended. In addition to Noah’s
devotion to this project, he also spent
time preaching to the people who

Our Doctrinal
Statement

1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa-
ments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.

2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.

5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the fam-
ily of God.

7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.

8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, re-
ceive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the un-
just; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlast-
ing punishment of the unsaved.

—Union Gospel Press Division

(Continued on page 13)



8 (200)

APERFECT game is one of the 
greatest rarities in baseball. If you

are not a baseball fan, a little explana-
tion may help. A perfect game is a
game in which a pitcher does not al-
low any opposing players to reach
base. He faces twenty-seven batters,
and none get on base. A perfect game
is automatically a no-hitter, but there
can be a no-hit game that is not a per-
fect game. In a no-hitter, the pitcher
does not allow a hit, but batters may
reach base by other means, such as a
base on balls (a walk), being hit by a
pitch, or a fielding error. 
On June 2, 2010, there had been only

twenty perfect games in the modern
era of baseball (the modern era of
baseball began about 1900). On that
night in June, a young pitcher named
Armando Galarraga went to the mound
in Detroit’s ballpark to pitch for his
team, the Detroit Tigers, as they faced
the Cleveland Indians. Making his ma-
jor league debut in 2007, Armando
Galarraga had made a strong start as a
rookie major league pitcher (2008). But
in 2009 and 2010, his pitching had been
less than stellar. He had never pitched
a complete game in the major leagues.
His career win-loss record was about
even. He had never been an All-Star. He
had recently been called up again from
the minor leagues and was making only
his third start of the season. On June 2,
2010, Armando Galarraga would pitch
the game of his life.
Through eight innings, Galarraga

did not allow a hit. He had issued no
bases on balls. There had been no
fielding errors that allowed batters to
reach base. Galarraga was three outs
away from pitching a perfect game.
The first Cleveland Indians batter in
the ninth inning hit a long, fly ball to
center field. The Tigers’ center fielder,
Austin Jackson, made a spectacular
over-the-shoulder catch for the first
out. The second out came on a routine
ground ball in the infield. Armando
Galarraga was one out from one of
baseball’s rarest feats. 
Cleveland shortstop Jason Donald

was the Indians’ twenty-seventh bat-
ter of the game. Donald hit a sharp
ground ball that was fielded cleanly by
Detroit’s first baseman. The first base-
man threw the ball to Armando Galar-

raga, who was covering first base.
Galarraga caught the ball and touched
first base almost a half-stride before
the runner’s foot touched the base.
The crowd, knowing that they were
witnessing one of baseball’s greatest
feats, roared!
Then, inexplicably, first base umpire

Jim Joyce signaled that the runner was
safe! The crowd in the stadium was
shocked. What happened next may
have shocked them even more. Arman-
do Galarraga, who had just been
robbed of baseball immortality, looked
at Jim Joyce—and smiled. He did not
shout, curse, or throw a tantrum. He did
not speak to Jim Joyce or approach
him. Armando Galarraga simply walked
back to the pitching mound to face the
next batter. After a brief conversation
between Tigers’ Manager Jim Leyland
and Jim Joyce, the game resumed.
Galarraga quickly retired Trevor Crowe,
the final batter, and the game was over.
There was no error on Jason Don-

ald’s ground ball; so the official scorer
had to rule it a hit. Armando Galarraga
not only lost a perfect game; he also
lost a no-hitter. Instant replay con-
firmed what everyone already knew.
Umpire Jim Joyce got the call wrong.
After the game and for the next few
days, the umpire apologized again
and again, freely admitting that he had
made the wrong call and thus had cost

Armando Galarraga a place in base-
ball’s history books.
Armando Galarraga never maligned

Jim Joyce. In subsequent meetings, the
two men shook hands and patted one
another on the shoulder. Both men are
to be commended. Jim Joyce admitted
that he made a mistake and that his mis-
take cost Armando Galarraga a perfect
game. Galarraga was magnanimous in
his forgiveness of Joyce. His comment
about the umpire was simple and some-
what ironic. “Nobody’s perfect.”
We live in an age when sports plays a

large part in the lives of many people.
Whether participants or fans, people’s
interest in the game is often intense—
occasionally intense to the point of boil-
ing over when something goes wrong.
You should know that I am a baseball

fan. I have played baseball and softball
all my life. I have been a player, a coach,
and an umpire. I fully enjoy the game.
Sadly, over the years, my participa-

tion in the game has diminished. One
of the reasons for this is the lack of
sportsmanship. Foul language, angry
outbursts, and even threats on my life
have been part of my experience as a
coach and an umpire.
One of my greatest frustrations in

trying to teach the game to young peo-
ple was that their parents were so an-
gry and unruly that they ruined the joy
of the game for their children. One

Athletes, Anger, and the Almighty
BY TERRY A. CLARK
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stroyed in seconds by a brief fit of rage
or a verbal outburst. 
If you are a Christian adult who plays

sports, you should be maturing into a
person who glorifies Christ and gives
powerful witness to His truth and love.
That maturity should be expressed by
keeping your emotions in check while
you are playing your particular sports.
Watch your language (Eph. 4:29).
Watch your actions and reactions (cf.
Phil. 1:27; Jas. 3:13). Be an encour-
ager rather than a discourager.
If you are a Christian parent of chil-

dren who participate in sports, you, not
a coach, should be the major influence
in your child’s behavior while participat-
ing in that sport. The first thing for you
to keep in mind is what your children
see in your attitude about sports. Are
you angry when your favorite sports
team loses? Do you rant and rave over
a favorite team? Do you show no en-
thusiasm at all about being in a church
service but cheer like a maniac when at
a ballgame? If there is a conflict be-
tween attending a church service and
participating in a sporting event, which
will win out? If your child becomes en-
raged during a sporting event, do you
give wise counsel about the importance
of sports and the importance of being a
faithful follower of Christ?
Sadly, for many people, sports has

become more than a frivolous pastime.
It has become very serious—some-
times to the point of obsession. When
sports take that place in a person’s life,
anger will be its constant companion. If
you find that you often lose your temper
while engaged in sports activities, you
may need to reassess your priorities as
a Christian. Is God honored in your ac-
tions and reactions? Is your Christian
witness compromised, weakened, per-
haps even destroyed? Perhaps you
need to ask yourself why you become
so angry about something that, in the
end, is so completely insignificant?
Does Christ have priority in your life?
I do not know whether Armando

Galarraga is a Christian. I do know that
his response to the event that transpired
at first base on the night of June 2, 2010,
was exemplary. His forgiveness of Jim
Joyce was exemplary. I am sure that Ar-
mando Galarraga was disappointed, but
it was obvious that he was not angry. 
Christians can learn the lessons of

humility and mercy from this situation.
It is important for Christian athletes to
honor God on the playing field. He is
to be glorified in all that we say and do
(I Pet. 4:11). �

emotion, but we can readily see how
love can be misdirected and be a curse
rather than a blessing. We can simply
love the wrong things. “Love not the
world, neither the things that are in the
world. If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him” (I John
2:15). Our emotions can cause us to sin.
Scripture provides a number of

warnings about misdirected anger.
David wrote, “Cease from anger, and
forsake wrath” (Ps. 37:8). David’s son
Solomon also addressed the subject
of anger: “He that is slow to anger is
better than the mighty” (Prov. 16:32).
“The discretion of a man deferreth his
anger” (19:11). “Be not hasty in thy
spirit to be angry” (Eccles. 7:9).
We also find numerous references to

the dangers of anger in the New Testa-
ment. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now ye
also put off all these; anger, wrath, mal-
ice, blasphemy, filthy communication
out of your mouth” (Col. 3:8). The Apos-
tle James wrote, “Wherefore, my
beloved brethren, let every man be swift
to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath”
(Jas. 1:19). In the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus warned about being angry with a
brother “without a cause” (Matt. 5:22).
Anger is a valid emotion, but it must

be rightly directed! Perhaps the most
straightforward instruction on the sub-
ject of anger comes from Paul: “Be ye
angry, and sin not” (Eph. 4:26). Chris-
tians are allowed to be angry. Howev-
er, that anger is not to boil over into sin.
That anger is not to be manifested in
hurtful words, actions, resentment, or
an unwillingness to forgive.
What the Scriptures teach applies to

all areas of our Christian lives. The fol-
lower of Christ can be angry, but that
anger must not manifest itself in sin.
That is true in the home, at the office,
and on the playing field.
If you participate in sports, it might

be a good time to make some assess-
ments about how your Christian char-
acter and witness are displayed when
you are engaging in a game. Do you
become angry with members of the
opposing team? Do you become an-
gry with the officials? Do you become
angry with your teammates? Does that
anger boil over into hurtful words or
actions?
Sports are not played in a vacuum.

People watch! They see and hear re-
actions to missed plays and missed
calls. A player who is a Christian
should understand that his or her wit-
ness is powerful in such situations.
Your witness for Christ can be de-

thing I learned very quickly was that
angry parents produce angry children.
In some sports, anger seems to be

the order of the day. I have even heard
coaches say they want their players to
be angry! Their anger fuels their adren-
alin and makes them play with more
“fire in the belly.”
One of the worst experiences of my

life happened when I played for a soft-
ball team in a league made up of
churches. One would assume that
church-league teams would play for
fun rather than for blood and that hot-
tempered outbursts would be mini-
mal. This was not true in our church
league. There were a couple of teams
that exhibited great sportsmanship
and simply played for fun (I am happy
to say that my team was one of those!).
Other teams, however, played to win

at all costs. Their anger boiled over
regularly—at the opposing team, at
the umpire, and even at their team-
mates. Slamming gloves to the ground
and flinging bats at the chain-link
backstop were normal occurrences.
Neither language nor temperament
exhibited much that would honor the
Lord Jesus Christ. How sad!
Christians who participate in sports

need to ask themselves what place
sports have in their lives. Are sports a
pastime, a fun hobby to get some exer-
cise, a means of fellowship, or is it some-
thing more? Christian parents should
also ask such questions about their chil-
dren’s participation in sports. What are
they learning by their participation?
We should note that anger is a valid

emotion. God Himself becomes angry.
We see that in Exodus 32. God was
very angry with the Hebrew people
who had recently been delivered from
their long enslavement in Egypt. On
their journey through the wilderness,
while Moses was receiving the Ten
Commandments from God, they fash-
ioned a golden calf and began to wor-
ship it. God was very angry with them!
Although the words “anger” or “an-

gry” do not appear in the texts about
Jesus’ cleansing of the temple, it is
easy to conclude that He was angry
with the buyers and sellers and money
changers in the temple (Mark 11:15-
17). He did not harm anyone, but He
certainly caused quite a disturbance!
His righteous indignation manifested
itself in action—action that illustrated
the sinfulness of the transactions oc-
curring in a place of prayer.
We should not deprecate anger. It is

a valid emotion! Love is also a valid
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WHEN all is said and done, what
really matters? Regardless of

when this question is asked, it always
has relevance. Why? It is possible in this
life to become involved in many and var-
ious activities and projects that are
worthwhile. But in the midst of all the
happenings, the stock market can go
down. Money can lose its buying pow-
er. Government leadership can change.
The ideas of men come and go. Various
inventions of men can wear out. Mar-
riages can break up. Friends may fail us.
We grow old and soon come to the end
of our existence on earth.
Again I ask, in the midst of all our in-

volvements in life and its many
changes, “What really matters?” Since
our existence on earth is fleeting, there
needs to be something that lasts and,
even better, someone who is eternal. In
my short existence here, I have discov-
ered that the only “eternal” I know is in
the biblical God, who is from “everlast-
ing to everlasting” (Ps. 90:2). Not only is
He eternal and personal, but He also
sent His eternal Son, Jesus Christ, into
the world (cf. John 3:16) to take on sin-
less human flesh to show us who the
eternal God is (cf. John 1:18; 14:9).
Then the God-Man won for the believ-
er in Him forgiveness and eternal life
through His death, burial, and bodily
resurrection (cf. Rom. 10:9-13).
How do we know these facts are

true? God has given us His eternal
Word, the Bible, which lives and abides
forever (cf. I Pet. 1:23-25). Of course,
many today do not accept the Bible as
being true and relevant. To many, the
Bible is made up of some nice stories
that are mythical in substance. When
Christians say that the Bible is the eter-
nal Word of God, relevant for our day,
unbelievers claim that that is just ab-
surdity. Those who think Christians are
fools for their beliefs fail to understand
the transitory nature of their own rea-
soning and intellect. The truths of the
Bible stand in stark contrast. It is the
revelation of eternal God. His Word has
withstood the tests and criticisms of
men through time, and it is still true re-
gardless of the many attacks against it.
In fact, just considering the prophet-

ic nature of the Bible solidifies that it is
God’s eternal Word to us today. When
eight prophecies of the some three

hundred concerning Christ’s first com-
ing in the Old Testament are consid-
ered, the likelihood that any man might
have lived in the New Testament era
and fulfilled all eight is 1 in 10 to the 17th

power. That would be 1 in
100,000,000,000,000,000 (17 zeros af-
ter the 1). Certainly, either these
prophecies were given by inspiration of
God, or the prophets just wrote them
down as they thought they should be.
The prophets, then, had just 1 oppor-
tunity in 10 to the 17th power of having
them come true in one man; but they
all came true in Jesus Christ! The ful-
fillment of these eight prophecies
proves without a shadow of a doubt
the accuracy and truthfulness of the
Bible (McDowell, New Evidence That
Demands a Verdict, Nelson).
These facts tell us what matters

when all is said and done. It is the Bible
that matters. As the eternal Word of
God, it is contemporary for all time,
meaning it has truth that is applicable
to us today. The Bible tells us our ori-
gin; how we have rebelled against God;
and how Jesus Christ provided re-
demption and eternal life through His
death, burial, and bodily resurrection.
Receiving eternal life by faith in Christ,
the believer can live for Him and do all
to the glory of God, while having that
living hope of someday being with the
Lord forever. In addition, the Bible pro-
vides the believer a worldview that
helps us understand God’s working in
the past, the present, and the future
and then to live by it accordingly. 
There is no doubt that the Bible mat-

ters above all else among the ideolo-
gies and religions of men that come
and go. This is why, after forty-five
years in the pastoral ministry, I began
to think about what I could name a
ministry I might have in my retirement
years. After talking with my wife and
family, we could think of no better
name for a ministry than “The Word
Matters Ministry.”
This ministry has different facets to

it. Interim pastoral ministry is one of
those facets. Before I retired, I took
training through an organization that
prepares retired pastors for minister-
ing in a church setting that needs an
interim pastor while in the process of
searching for a new pastor. It was very

helpful training, and if you are a pastor
reading this article and you are think-
ing about ministry after retirement or
are already retired and would like an
opportunity to serve the Lord, I en-
courage you to seek out such training
through an organization that has a
statement of faith with which you
agree. You can find out more about in-
terim pastoral ministries on the 
Internet.
Another facet of The Word Matters

Ministry is pulpit supply. I have had
various opportunities over the past
couple of years to fill the pulpit sever-
al times at my home church, where I
was ordained a number of years ago,
and to fill the pulpit a couple of times
in the second church I pastored some
time ago. I have also filled in for other
pastors while they were on vacation,
and I had a six-Sunday preaching
schedule at a church in transition as
they decided what future direction
they wanted to take as a church body.
Such activity has also opened up op-
portunities for being available for of-
fering encouragement and direction
through counseling regarding different
needs of the local church where I have
done pulpit supply.
A third facet of The Word Matters

Ministry is a Bible seminar I have titled
“Seven Keys for Unlocking the Bible.” I
developed this seminar over a period of
a year. Its purpose is to show that the
Bible is an amazing, continuous, true
record in time. As it is one continuous,
true story, it also has different chapters
or parts that make the story one unit.
The introduction of my seminar is ti-

What Really Matters?
BY PAUL R. BAWDEN

Pastor Paul Bawden, founder of 
The Word Matters Ministry
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1:27-33). At the end of Mary’s Magni-
ficat, she expressed her understand-
ing that the promise of Abraham and
his seed was being fulfilled in Jesus
Christ (vs. 55).
Some amazing words are used here

in the Gospel of Luke, not just in the
understanding of young Mary and her
readiness and willingness to be the
bearer of the Saviour, but also in the
reality that God was now beginning to
fulfill the seed promised to Abraham
after all these years, for Jesus Christ
was not just the seed of David but the
seed of Abraham as well (Matt. 1:1).
When Jesus Christ instituted what

we call the Lord’s Table, He said that
the cup was the new testament, or the
new covenant in His blood (Luke
22:20). This new covenant is part of
the blessing aspect of the Abrahamic
covenant, which is amplified in Jere-
miah 31:31 and Hebrews 8. What
Christ is saying is that His death and
bodily resurrection will be the eternal
basis for fulfilling the Abrahamic
covenant for all peoples to be blessed.
In Galatians 3, Paul makes it very clear
that those who accept Christ as Sav-
iour today, regardless of ethnic back-
ground, are the spiritual children of
Abraham through faith in Jesus Christ
because He fulfilled the Abrahamic
covenant (vss. 16-29). All believers in
Christ are part of His church and the
“household of God” (Eph. 2:11-22;
3:1-6) and will be taken to heaven at
the rapture, Christ’s coming for His
church (I Thess. 4:13-17). This is em-
phasized in the Someone is Coming
Again part of my seminar. 
I also include in my seminar what is

in store for the nation of Israel. God
has not forgotten the land promise or
covenant that He made with Abraham
(Gen. 15:18-21). Israel will be restored
in the millennium to all the land that
God promised Abraham (Ezek. 47:8-
10; Joel 3:18; Amos 9:14-15; Zech.
14:4, 8, 10). 
In the eternal state, when the new

heaven and earth are created, God will
dwell with all believers from all the
ages, and they shall be His people, a
direct fulfillment of the new covenant
aspect of the Abrahamic covenant (cf.
Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 8:10-13; Rev.
21:1-3). All of this will happen because
of the death, burial, and bodily resur-
rection of Jesus Christ, the Lamb (cf.
I Cor. 15:22-28; Rev. 21:22-23).
Indeed, the theme of the Bible is Je-

sus Christ. In fact, He had taught that

earth would be blessed (Gen. 12:1-3).
This promise, the Abrahamic

covenant, was not just for Abraham’s
seed—it would affect the entire world,
for through him all the families of the
earth would be blessed. Abram left his
country (modern-day Iraq) and even-
tually went to the land that God led him
to. That land is the inheritance of
Abram’s seed, known to us as the land
of the nation of Israel.
God’s promise to Abram was solid-

ified in Genesis 15 as the blood of an-
imals and birds was shed. A manifes-
tation of God’s glory moved through
sacrifices in the form of fire as Abram
was in a deep sleep. This signified to
him that this was an unconditional
covenant, meaning that God would
fulfill the covenant to Abram in spite of
how he might respond to God at times.
God told Abram that the covenant

He had made with him was an eternal
covenant. His seed would be multi-
plied. God changed his name from
“Abram” to “Abraham,” signifying that
he would be the father of a multitude
(Gen. 17:1-5).
The Abrahamic covenant became

the basis of God’s developing rela-
tionship with Abraham’s son Isaac and
with his son, Jacob, whose name was
changed to “Israel.” Jacob became
the father of the nation of Israel, which
took form while the people were in
Egyptian bondage. Then God raised
up Moses to lead the nation of Israel
out of that bondage. The memorial of
their deliverance from Egypt is the
Passover, when the blood of lambs
was put on doorposts and lintels.
After the Lord delivered the nation of

Israel from Egypt, He gave Moses the
Ten Commandments and the instruc-
tions for building the tabernacle, along
with the different offerings and feasts.
Both the Passover lamb and the tab-
ernacle look forward to Christ (John
1:14 [“dwelt” is derived from “taberna-
cle”]; II Cor. 5:7). 
In the time of David, God amplified

the seed aspect of the Abrahamic
covenant by promising David that he
would have an eternal seed whose
throne and kingdom would be forever
(II Sam. 7:12-17). This has been called
the Davidic covenant.
When the angel appeared to Mary

about one thousand years later, he
told her that she would bear a Son,
who would be called Jesus (Someone
Has Come). He would reign on the
throne of His father David, and there
would be no end to His kingdom (Luke

tled the “Uniqueness and Structure of
the Bible.” In addition, I also present a
part called “Discoveries We Will Make”
before presenting the “Seven Keys for
Unlocking the Bible.”
The seven keys of the Bible that I

present are:
1. Key 1—Beginnings: How It All Start-

ed (Gen. 1—11);
2. Key 2—Covenant: God’s Promises

Never Fail (Gen. 12—Exod. 18);
3. Key 3—Law: God’s Character Re-

vealed (Exod. 19—I Sam. 8);
4. Key 4—Kingdom: God at Work

Through Leaders, Prophets, and a
Nation (I Sam. 9—Mal.);

5. Key 5—Saviour: The Prophesied
Saviour Has Come (Matt.—John);

6. Key 6—Church: God’s New Com-
munity (Acts—Rev. 3); and

7. Key 7—Future Things: How It Ends
with All Things New (Old and New
Testaments).

The theme of the seminar is Some-
one Is Coming (Old Testament),
Someone Has Come (New Testa-
ment), and Someone Is Coming Again
(Old and New Testaments). That
Someone is Jesus Christ. This theme,
(starting with Someone is Coming) has
its beginning in Genesis 3:15, which
says that the seed of the woman will
bruise the head of the seed of Satan
and that the seed of Satan will bruise
the heel of the seed of the woman.
This is the first prophecy of the com-
ing Saviour. It foretells the battle that
will result in Satan seeking to finally
defeat Christ (bruise His heel), causing
people to have Him killed. But the
seed of the woman, Jesus Christ, will
be the ultimate Victor over Satan,
bruising “his head” through His death,
burial, and bodily resurrection. 
As more revelation is given in the

Bible, the seed of the woman, the line of
the Saviour, is opposed by Satan as
Cain kills Abel, and then Seth is born. By
the time of Noah, through Satan’s influ-
ence, wickedness is so great on the
earth that God has to send a global
Flood. But righteous Noah and his fam-
ily are saved through the ark (a type of
Christ). The line of the Saviour is saved,
and God continues that line by appear-
ing to Abram, who once lived in a cul-
ture of polytheism. Abram responds in
faith to the Lord and to the promise that
He will give him a land and a seed and
make him a blessing to all nations.
Those who bless him will be blessed,
and those who do not bless him will be
cursed. In him all the families of the (Continued on page 17)
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INTREPID MISSIONARIES OF THE
CROSS

THE Apostle Paul began the first of
his three missionary journeys on

Cyprus, a Roman province. The apostle
and his fellow evangelist Barnabas, a
native Cypriot, proclaimed the gospel in
Jewish synagogues from one end of the
island (Salamis) to the other (Paphos, the
capital city). Based on Luke’s account,
the missionaries faced no unusual hard-
ships or particular opposition until they
reached Paphos (Acts 13:3-12).
At Paphos, a Jewish sorcerer and

false prophet named “Bar-jesus” (Ely-
mas in Greek) attempted to dissuade
Roman governor Sergius Paulus from
believing the gospel message. But the
Holy Spirit intervened, and the gover-
nor became a follower of Christ. While
the next phase of this mission endeav-
or would produce fruit as well, it would
also present significant obstacles.
From Paphos, Paul and company

sailed 180 to 200 miles to the southern
coast of Asia Minor (modern Turkey).
Exactly where the missionaries landed
is uncertain, but their first objective
was Perga (today called “Murtana”).
The city lay some seven miles inland
from the Mediterranean Sea. Perga
was the capital of the Roman province
of Pamphylia and a leading city of Asia

Minor. It was bordered on the west by
Lycia and by Cilicia on the east. 
In addition to Pamphylia, the mis-

sionaries’ itinerary included only one
other Roman province—Galatia in
Asia Minor’s interior. According to
Luke, the Galatian cities in which Paul
and Barnabas preached included, in
order: Pisidian Antioch, Iconium,
Lystra, and Derbe (Acts 13:14; 14:1, 8,
20). These cities lay north of Perga be-
yond the rugged Taurus Mountains, in
the Galatian region of Pisidia.
Why had Paul and Barnabas set their

sights on Perga? First of all, it was an im-
portant provincial capital. Second, it was
the most direct port of entry into Asia Mi-
nor from Cyprus. Merrill F. Unger point-
ed out the importance of this fact. He
noted that when the missionaries
reached Perga, they were at the foot of
“the mountainous opening to the heart
of Asia Minor, the gateway to Europe
and the Western world” (Archaeology
and the New Testament, Zondervan). 
Unger went on to say, “For a millen-

nium after Alexander the Great’s con-
quests, Asia Minor, the land bridge be-
tween Oriental and Occidental cultures,
was a strategic part of the Greek world.
Hellenistic civilization had absorbed its
older non-Greek population. Hittites,
Celts, Armenians, Carians, Lydians and

others were prepared
by Greek culture for
the coming of Christi-
anity through the in-
trepid missionaries of
the cross, Paul and
Barnabas.”

EXCAVATING
ANCIENT PERGA
Luke did not say

whether the apostles
proclaimed the gospel
on their arrival at Perga
or how long they
stayed there. He did
state, however, that on
the missionaries’ re-
turn from the Galatian
region (Acts 14:21-24),
they “preached the

word in Perga” (vs. 25). The ancient
site’s impressive remains (such as its
14,000-seat theater) suggest it had a
large population, which undoubtedly in-
cluded a significant Jewish presence
and a synagogue. As a key element in
Paul’s missionary strategy, this would
have provided the apostle with a venue
in which to proclaim Christ, as in Pisid-
ian Antioch  (13:14, 43), Iconium (14:1),
and elsewhere. 
Flavius Josephus, the first-century

Jewish historian, clearly indicated that
a very large body of Jews was forced
to reside in Asia Minor. The historian
reported that Antiochus III ordered the
relocation of 2,000 Jewish families
(perhaps as many as 10,000 individu-
als) from Babylon to Phrygia and Ly-
dia. This event occurred around 200
B.C. Thus, by the middle of the first
century A.D., when Paul began his mis-
sionary journeys, Jewish communities
could have spread throughout Asia
Minor (Josephus, Antiquities of the
Jews 12.3.4). In partial evidence of
this, according to Acts 2:10, Jews
from Pamphylia and Phrygia were
counted among those in Jerusalem on
the Day of Pentecost.
As for archaeological evidence of a

Jewish community at Perga, professor
Mark R. Fairchild of Huntington Uni-
versity in Indiana stated, “No doubt
there was a synagogue in the city.”
However, “no synagogue or other evi-
dence of a Jewish population has [yet]
been found” (“Why Perga? Paul’s Per-
ilous Passage Through Pisidia,” Bibli-
cal Archaeological Review, Novem-
ber/December 2013). 
The 151-acre site of Perga has been

excavated for over six decades. Work
began in 1946 under the direction of
Arif Müfid Mansel of Istanbul Universi-
ty and continued from 1985 under
Haluk Abbasoglu, also of Istanbul Uni-
versity. Yet, according to Fairchild,
only “about 25 percent of the ancient
city has been unearthed.”
Fairchild summarized the archaeo-

logical findings at Perga as follows:
“Among the more impressive struc-
tures are a theater, a stadium, a long
colonnaded street (the Cardo Max-
imus), a restored agora, a gymnasium
(palaestra), Roman baths, a decora-
tive fountain (nymphaeum), Hellenistic
towers, Byzantine churches and much
more. In addition, more than 200 spec-
tacular sculptures were recovered.”
Interestingly, sculptures were what

provided real archaeological evidence of
the Jewish presence at Perga. But this

Perga in Pamphylia: 
Portal to Asia Minor and the

Western World
BY LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.
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Merrill Unger also believed that
“the reason [for the change in Paul
and Barnabas’ plans] may have been
particularly dictated by circum-
stances of health, since malaria pre-
vailed along the coast, and Paul may
have become ill (cf. Galatians 4:13),
but,” concluded Unger, “whatever
human factors lay behind the move
[from Perga northward], it was clearly
superintended by divine leading. The
Gospel was being carried to its pre-
destined goal into Western Asia and
thence on into Europe.” �

scriptions from the Pisidian area refer-
ring to the banditry and lawlessness of
this region, as well as the armed sol-
diery that was necessary to guard the
peace of the country.” And there were
even more “perils” besides!
Citing II Corinthians 11:26, Unger

went on to say, “In addition to ‘perils by
robbers,’ the hazardous journey to Pi-
sidian Antioch and beyond presented
‘perils of waters’ . . . No district in Asia
Minor is more singularly subject to flash
floods than the streams of the moun-
tainous tract of Pisidia, particularly the
Eurymedon and the [Kestros], and the
missionaries’ journey to Pisidian Anti-
och was never very far from either.” 
Clearly, Paul and Barnabas were un-

daunted by the prospect of such a diffi-
cult and dangerous undertaking. But
perhaps the same could not be said for
the youngest member of the team. Since
John Mark had made the trip over from
Cyprus, he was obviously prepared for
ministry in the Pamphylian lowlands. But
the apparently abrupt change of plans,
which entailed a far more rigorous ob-
jective to the north, may have been, for
him, a journey too far. 

A FINAL CONSIDERATION
One important question remains.

What motivated Paul and Barnabas to
turn away from Pamphylia and set
their sights on Pisidian Antioch? Some
scholars believe Paul’s letter to the
Galatians may hold the answer.
In his commentary on Acts, Stanley

D. Toussaint wrote, “There is some evi-
dence Paul became quite ill in Perga,
possibly with malaria, as the city of Per-
ga was subject to malarial infections.
Furthermore, Paul preached to the peo-
ple of Galatia ‘because of an illness’
(Gal. 4:13). The missionary party may
have gone inland to higher ground to
avoid the ravages of malaria” (Walvoord
and Zuck, eds., “Acts,” The Bible
Knowledge Commentary,  Cook). 
Eminent archaeologist Sir William M.

Ramsay, who quoted Galatians 4:13 as
Paul’s own answer to the above ques-
tion, wrote, “Every one who has trav-
eled in Pamphylia knows how relaxing
and enervating the climate is. In these
low-lying plains fever is endemic; the
land is so moist as to be extraordinari-
ly fertile and most dangerous to
strangers. Confined by the vast ridges
of Taurus, . . . the atmosphere is like the
steam of a kettle, hot, moist, and swept
by no north winds” (The Church in the
Roman Empire, Baker).

evidence came, not from Perga, but
from Aphrodisias, a neighboring city lo-
cated some 160 miles to the northwest.
“Like Perga,” explained Fairchild,
“Aphrodisias was a major marble center
that produced a galaxy of extraordinary
sculptures and buildings. Among the
finds at Aphrodisias was a 9-foot-high
rectangular marble pillar that probably
came from an Aphrodisias synagogue
[and functioned as a doorjamb] . . . In-
scribed in the margin of Face II with [a]
list of [68 Jewish names] is the name
‘Samuel, Elder from Perga.’”

SOME MOMENTOUS DECISIONS
Even though these discoveries repre-

sent only 25 percent of Perga’s ancient
footprint, the remains nevertheless elic-
it superlatives from visitors to the site.
Howard Vos, for example, said Perga is
“just about the best preserved of any
place [Paul] visited, looking like a place
recently abandoned” (Archaeology in
Bible Lands, Moody Press). Similarly,
Unger asserted, “Scarcely any other
city Paul visited has been better pre-
served, . . . The city probably did not
present an essentially different aspect
when Paul, Barnabas, and John Mark
made some momentous decisions
there in one of the first century inns or
caravanseries of the metropolis.” 
The decisions made by the mission-

ary trio were momentous indeed. John
Mark chose to quit the company and
return to Jerusalem. Paul and Barn-
abas elected to leave the coastal low-
lands of Perga and Pamphylia and
press northward to Pisidian Antioch
over the treacherous highlands of the
Taurus Mountains (Acts 13:14). Luke
offered no explanation for either deci-
sion, but whatever the reason for
Mark’s defection, it was clearly unac-
ceptable to Paul (15:36-40). 
The most direct route north from

Perga (at sea level) to Pisidian Antioch
(3,600 feet above sea level) was an ar-
duous 120-mile journey on secondary
Roman roads of gravel. The trip would
take the missionaries up the Kestros
(or “Cestros”) River valley and over
some of the most difficult terrain the
Taurus Mountains had to offer. But
there were other dangers as well.
This was, as Unger described it, “a

rugged stretch of country which was
notoriously infested with robbers. This
is supported by numerous ancient lit-
erary sources and by modern archae-
ological evidence as well. Sir William
Ramsay has adduced a number of in-

the context of a thankful heart. “Pray-
ing always with all prayer and suppli-
cation in the Spirit, and watching
thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints” (Eph. 6:18).
Let each of us daily live as the writer of
the book of Hebrews stated, “By him
therefore let us offer the sacrifice of
praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips giving thanks to his
name” (13:15). �

Giving Thanks in All Things

(Continued from page 5)

idence of a changed life. Paul instructed
the thief who came to faith in Christ to
change his life, working with his hands
rather than stealing (Eph. 4:28).
Whatever work we may do, even

that which is solely for the Lord, is
done out of gratitude.

GOD WILL REWARD US
Even if we work at a job in which we

are not properly recognized and re-
warded, we know that God is fully
aware of all that we do, both good and
bad. God will judge how everyone has
conducted his life, including his work
practices (cf. Matt. 16:27; Rom. 2:9-
10). For the Christian, the Lord will, in
due time, recognize his work done for
Him as well as his motives (II Cor. 5:10).
Work is not a curse upon mankind.

When we properly understand it, it can
become part of the blessings of our
lives. �

Work: Curse or Blessing?

(Continued from page 7)
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ACCORDING to a survey taken in
2013, one in every five Americans

read the Bible. Of those who say they
read the Bible, a mere 26 percent read
it on a regular basis (Bell, “Poll: Amer-
icans Love the Bible but Don’t Read It
Much,” Religious News Service, April
4, 2013, www.religiousnews.com). 
Jesus said, “Man shall not live by

bread alone, but by every word of
God” (Luke 4:4). Since God’s Word is
our spiritual sustenance, could the
famine God mentions in the book of
Amos be true of Christianity today—
“Not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but of hearing the words of the
Lord” (8:11)?
We live in a society that is biblical-

ly illiterate and starving for truth.
Many Christians are starving for the
truth. We need a Bible study move-
ment. We need individuals, couples,
families, and neighbors to open their
homes to Bible study. Church atten-
dance once or twice a week is not
enough. If our spiritual lives depend
on the sustenance of God’s Word, as
Jesus said, how different might our
lives, or the life of the church, be if
we gathered regularly in homes for
fellowship around the study of God’s
Word?
The early Christians “continued

stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking of

bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42).
They fellowshipped together “from
house to house” (vs. 46). If we were to
follow in their footsteps, what would
that look like today? How is a home
Bible study launched in the twenty-
first century?

STEP 1: BATHE THE STUDY IN
PRAYER
The first step to starting a home

Bible study is to pray. Ask God
whether He would have you start a
study in your home. Seek His direction
in every aspect—who, when, what,
how, and why. If He leads you to begin
a study, bathe the formation of the
study in prayer. Pray for the prepara-
tion. Pray for guidance. Pray for
helpers. Pray for everyone who will be
in attendance.
Charles Spurgeon, preacher to

thousands in his day, gave this ad-
vice, which applies to ministry to
small groups as well as to large
ones, “Let us never venture to speak
for God to men, until we have spo-
ken for  men to God” (The Soul  
Winner, Christian Focus Publica-
tions). 

STEP 2: DECIDE WHO AND HOW
The next step to starting a home

Bible study is to determine whom
you believe the Lord is calling you to

reach out to. Then structure the
study accordingly. How you conduct
the study will vary depending on your
audience. 
Teenagers. When teaching young

people, keep the group to a size that
is conducive for interaction and dis-
cussion. Teenagers are facing numer-
ous life questions. Give them the op-
portunity to ask and share, but be sure
that you, as the teacher, are guiding
the discussions and are the final voice
of teaching in the study. 
Find out where the teens are spiritu-

ally, and choose an appropriate text or
topic of Scripture. Teach verse by
verse through a text, or do a topical
study. Include interactive questions
and discussions when appropriate.
Avoid manipulating the text to force
the meaning into their lives. Simply
teach the text, and its timeless truths
will address issues the teens are fac-
ing.
The best place to hold a teen Bible

study is in a home. Teenagers feel wel-
come in a home and can see that what
they learn in church is not reserved to
Sunday l iving only. In a home,
teenagers have the opportunity to ob-
serve the teaching of Scripture lived
out in a daily setting.
If you do not feel qualified to teach

teenagers but you know someone
who is, offer to host a teen Bible study
in your home. Often, the need for a
meeting place is the only obstacle to
reaching teenagers. 
Single adults and couples. A dis-

cussion setting may be best for single
adults or couples. Prepare worksheets
to be completed beforehand. This will
challenge single adults to dig into the
Scriptures for themselves, and cou-
ples will have the opportunity to study
and grow together. Choose a book of
the Bible to study or a smaller section
of Scripture, such as the Sermon on
the Mount. 
The worksheet should not be diffi-

cult to put together or to complete. In
the worksheet, ask basic questions
about the text—who, what, how,
when, where, and why. For example, if
you choose to study the Sermon on
the Mount, the first question of lesson
1 might be “To whom was Jesus
teach ing and where?” Asking basic

How to Start a Home Bible Study
BY BETHANY HAYES
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three individuals or thirty, is to keep
the teaching of Scripture central to
lives and to ensure we are “not for-
saking the assembling of ourselves
together” (Heb. 10:25).
Know your audience, consider their

needs, and prayerfully structure your
home Bible study in a way that will
best communicate God’s truth to the
particular group He places in your
care. 

STEP 3: TEACH THE BIBLE
There are many good Christian

books on the market. Self-help topics
are popular, but none of these should
be a substitute for solid Bible teach-
ing.
A godly pastor once said, “If I can’t

back up what I’m teaching with Scrip-
ture, I shouldn’t be saying it, and you
shouldn’t believe it.” Call your gather-
ing a Bible study, and then teach the
Bible. His Word is like a lamp (Ps.
119:105), a sword (Eph. 6:17), and a
hammer and fire (Jer. 23:29). God’s
Word is “quick and powerful” (Heb.
4:12). Teach the Bible, and the Holy
Spirit will transform lives through His
powerful truth. 

STEP 4: BATHE THE STUDY IN
MORE PRAYER
From the beginning stages of or-

ganizing a home Bible study to the
evening after everyone has gone
home, saturate the study with prayer.
Keep a list of those who attend, along
with their specific needs. Pray regular-
ly for each person, and ask God to
work in lives as only He can. The
Apostle Paul often asked simply, “Pray
for us” (I Thess. 5:25; cf. Col. 4:3;
II Thess. 3:1). Any undertaking with
God’s Word at the center must be
bathed in prayer. 
These words spoken by a perse-

cuted believer in China are com-
pelling: “I would rather go to prison
for three years for doing something
for Jesus than to sit at home and do
nothing for Him” (Telbat, “Quotes to
Inspire Zeal for Christ,” www.Tel-
bat’s Tablet, ditelbat.com). Pray for a
passion like his. Pray for a Bible
study movement. Start a home Bible
study, and watch the Living God use
His Living Word to waken many to a
biblical life sustained by God’s Word
alone.
Time is short. Let us not forsake the

“assembling of ourselves together”
(Heb. 10:25). �

you are available to answer his ques-
tions.
Other adult groups. A home Bible

study can vary greatly depending on
the needs of your church or commu-
nity. You may want to begin a study
with single mothers, elderly women,
a men’s group, or one-on-one disci-
pleship.
Be an extension of the church min-

istry by starting your home Bible
study under the authority and ap-
proval of the church leaders (Spande,
Your Guide to Successful Home Bible
Studies, Nelson). Rather than being
evangelistic, a home Bible study is
for edification and the building up of
the body of  Chr ist .  Unbel ievers
should feel welcome and given the
opportunity to be attracted to the life
and ministry of God’s Word played
out in the lives of God’s children;
however, the Bible study should be
directed to believers. 
No matter who attends the study,

every adult should come to be taught,
not to teach. As the Bible study leader,
be responsible to ensure that Bible
teaching is central, and guide the
class with thorough, prayerful prepa-
ration.
If you do not know where to begin in

your study, teach a topic or passage of
Scripture that you are passionate
about. This enthusiasm will come
through your teaching, and others will
catch the same love for the truth. As
you discover the needs of your group,
you will become familiar with where
they are spiritually and will have a bet-
ter idea of how to proceed with the
study (Spande).
Choose a time that is best for you

and your family, and be consistent.
Every adult is busy, and trying to ac-
commodate everyone’s schedules is
difficult. Trust the Lord to bring to-
gether the group that He intends you
to lead.
However you choose to structure

your home Bible study, never be in-
terested in numbers (Spande). Amy
Carmichael, missionary to India,
once said, “I would rather have two
who came in earnest than a hundred
who came to play” (Elliot, A Chance
to Die: The Life and Legacy of Amy
Car michael, Revel). Jesus Himself
said, “Where two or three are gath-
ered together in my name, there am
I in the midst of them” (Matt. 18:20).
The purpose of a home Bible study,
whether for teens or seniors, for

questions helps with the most impor-
tant key to Bible study—observation.
Have your group share what they have
learned by going through the work-
sheets together, question by question.
Then expand the observation stage 
with your own prepared study of the
text.
Be interactive in these groups, but

be ready to guide the discussion in the
same way you would when leading
teens.
If you choose a discussion setting

with single adults or couples, keep
the group small enough to ensure
that everyone has the opportunity to
contribute. If the class is larger than
fifteen or twenty, you might consider
studying verse by verse, including
occasional interactive questions, as
you would with teens. Whatever your
situation, be sure you are studying
the text  of  Scr ipture i tse l f  and 
not everyone’s opinion about the
text.
New believers. Leading a Bible

study of new believers will take on the
form of discipleship. Teach them the
basics of Christianity and how to grow
in their newfound faith. This might in-
clude topics such as baptism, how to
have a quiet time, and how to share
the gospel with the lost. New believers
should also be given time for ques-
tions and interaction. But you, as the
Bible study leader, should be prepared
to do the bulk of the teaching. New be-
lievers are hungry to learn and are im-
pressionable. Be sure you are well pre-
pared.
You might want to include review

worksheets to be taken home after
each class. Instead of studying on
their own prior to the class, have
them complete a worksheet of ques-
tions based on what you taught. This
will reinforce the teaching in their
minds and may stimulate questions
they might not have considered dur-
ing the lesson. Include a question
and answer time at the beginning of
each class to address questions that
may have surfaced since your last
meeting.
Keep the group to a size that is most

conducive for growth in the knowledge
of the truth. If the group is too large, a
need might be overlooked, or an indi-
vidual might feel lost in the crowd. Be
sure your goal is growth in knowledge
and not growth in numbers. However
you choose to conduct the study, each
person in attendance should know that
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WHAT book makes us laugh and
cry and also convicts? What

book cultivates hope, peace, wise coun-
sel, and strength to keep going? What
book cuts through the din of confusion
and reveals truth in any situation? What
book gives insight and a divine per-
spective to personal circumstances?
What book restores relationships? What
book shows how real people in real
events can live with purpose and whole-
ness eternally? It is the Bible, of course!
We have been given the incredible

privilege of having in our possession
the most powerful resource ever writ-
ten. Hebrews 4:12 says, “The word of
God is quick, and powerful, and
sharper than any twoedged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder
of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” 
No other document has impacted

more people of all ages throughout
time than the Bible. Though it has
been burned, buried, changed,
ridiculed, opposed, and misrepresent-
ed, it continues to transform lives in
countries all over the world and in over
2,530 language groups. God’s written
revelation is by far the greatest exam-
ple of a powerful writing ministry.

Elmer Towns, in his
inspirational book
Core Christianity
(AMG Publishers),
wrote, “The Bible is
distinct from other re-
ligious books. Books
of other rel igions
were written by their
founders in their at-
tempt to find God.
They were searching
for God and their
books tell of their
thoughts and conclu-
sions . . . but the Bible
is not a search for
God; the Bible is
God’s book to reveal
Himself to the human
race.” Because of
this, the Bible will be
more effective in min-
istering to people.

The Holy Spirit has the unique ability
to speak into individual lives and bring
whatever is needed to their specific
situation.
When one considers that the Bible

was written by forty-plus different au-
thors, from twelve countries, spanning
a distance of nearly 2,000 miles, over
a 1,600-year period, it only solidifies
the fact that the God who whispered
the words into the writers’ ears can,
through the written word, profoundly
change lives.
With this vast and comprehensive re-

source, Christian writers can make a
difference in their culture. Our respon-
sibility extends beyond other writers
and should express qualities from the
Word that relate more than just words
on a page. Millions of books have been
written through the centuries. The hu-
man hand, typesetters, printing press-
es, and computers have formed letters
into words, then sentences, placing
them onto paper. Yet, though the Word
of God is formed by letters and words
printed on paper, God took them and
arranged them in an order that can af-
fect and meet the needs of every per-
son who reads it each time he reads.
These are the Word’s words. He
breathed His life into the Scriptures,
transforming us in the process. Second

Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is prof-
itable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in righteousness:
that the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good
works.” If we articulate God’s Word ef-
fectively, we can help people become
equipped to live in a way that produces
righteous living and good works.
What are the best ways to transmit

the message? Have you ever watched
a baton relay track event? A group of
runners team together, each running a
certain distance before passing the ba-
ton to the next person, all with a united
goal. Similarly, God breathed the inspi-
ration to the biblical authors, who in
turn wrote down that information. We
read it and figuratively pass the baton
of life-giving words to those around us
through our writings. This can happen
by a variety of methods: cards, notes of
encouragement, articles in a magazine
or on a church Web site or blog, bulletin
covers, newsletters, thoughtful re-
sponses to social media posts. Jour-
naling is another meaningful way to
document what God has shown you
through His Word so that future gener-
ations can read and glorify God. These
works can even be bound using com-
panies that offer bindery services.
Additionally, there are writing oppor-

tunities through publishing houses or
publications. From developing games or
crafts to writing fiction and nonfiction ar-
ticles or books, writers can produce
works in any category. Most companies
list the submission requirements on their
Web sites. No matter what age, anyone
can have a writing ministry.
I read of a man who was in a serious

accident. He lost both legs and his left
arm. On his right hand, only a finger and
thumb remained. At first, he thought
there was nothing he could do in his
condition to minister to others; but then
he realized he still had a finger and a
thumb on one hand. He then decided
he would write letters. After contacting
a Christian organization that ministered
to the incarcerated, he was encour-
aged to correspond with the prisoners
but warned that the prison rules for-
bade any reply. Undeterred, he began a
one-sided communication, writing
twice a week. Sometimes he wanted to
give up, but he persevered, often sap-
ping his energy. Then one day, a letter
came in the mail. It was written on
prison stationery, and it was short.
“Please write on the best paper you can
afford. Your letters are passed from cell

Witnessing by Means of a 
Writing Ministry

BY SHARON SETZER
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dience. If we are writing to adults, we
must remember how they think and
process compared to youths or children.
Paul was an impressive example of a

writer who paid attention to his audi-
 ence. He sent his letters to churches at
Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus,
Philippi, Colosse, and Thes sa lonica, as
well as to individuals such as Timothy,
Titus, and Philemon. Paul addressed
each audience according to the need or
issue and communicated specific infor-
mation in potent yet palatable portions.
Exhortation, encouragement, grati-
tude, guidance, eternal thinking, and a
deep love for people are consistently
woven through the fabric of his writ-
ings. He was not afraid to write hard
truths, nor was he shy about express-
ing his affection. He knew his audience.
Last, a piece of advice often heard in

a writing skills class is to use the active,
not the passive, voice. In her book An In-
troduction to Christian Writing (Highland
Books), Ethel Herr stated that effective
sentences must “use the active voice.”
She continued, “Don’t meander around
the subject before attacking it . . . go
straight to your point.” This is good ad-
vice. As we apply it, we should make a
spiritual application as well and actively,
not passively, witness for Christ through
our writings. For the Bible, God’s written
revelation, is the best resource to com-
municate effectively and the greatest ex-
ample of a powerful writing ministry. �

ment through our writings. Romans
15:4 says, “For whatsoever things were
written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have
hope.” The time we spend reading in the
Word what was written for our instruc-
tion can be the foundation for writings
that bring instruction and help to others.
First Thessalonians 4:18 says,

“Wherefore comfort one another with
these words.” Although this speaks
specifically to Christ’s return and the
importance of comforting one another
with that great promise, there are un-
limited opportunities throughout the
day to weave words of encourage-
ment. But in order to effectively com-
municate these biblical promises, we
must let the words of the Bible get in-
side of us so that when the occasion
comes, we will be able to recall the life-
changing truths for the situation.
Third, the Word of God completely

and perfectly supplies everything we
need for any event, and our writings
should reflect this. In these days of un-
certainty, we can write about the cer-
tainties in the Bible to remind the read-
er of our faithful and dependable God.
Genesis shows how our wonderful

planet was created and the Creator’s
love for His creation. Deuteronomy 6
outlines how to raise great kids. Ne-
hemiah can make you a better leader.
Esther reminds us of God’s powerful
protection and intervention. Psalms
helps restore hope and find joy and
courage in life’s battles. Proverbs
gives ways to become wise. Ecclesi-
astes speaks about the futility of life
without a commitment to God that
brings Him glory.
First and Second Corinthians tell how

to recognize true love when it comes our
way. Ephesians relates how to have a
great marriage. Philippians gives a for-
mula for enduring peace in every cir-
cumstance. Hebrews gives examples of
living faithfully for God, no matter what.
James talks about taming the tongue.
John tells about God’s amazing love in
Jesus Christ that makes it possible to
enter into eternity with Christ. Revelation
describes how God will graciously end
evil, restore mankind, and bring believ-
ers into eternity with Christ. God’s Word
is practical and delivers essential truth to
help us in every aspect of our lives.
As living witnesses of these biblical

truths, we can write of God’s work in
our lives and encourage others who
may be going through similar things.
The fourth element is to know our au-

to cell until they literally fall to pieces”
(Innes, Daily Encounter, www.sermonil-
lustrator.org). This man did not let any-
thing keep him from a writing ministry.
Who knows how many prisoners were
saved or encouraged by his mail.
There are five elements necessary to

be an effective witness in our writings.
First, we must understand who we are
representing. We can ask ourselves,
“Who is the One of whom I am a wit-
ness?” The American Heritage Diction-
ary (www.ahdictionary.com) defines
“witness” as “one who can give a first-
hand account of something seen,
heard, or experienced.” If we are sum-
moned to be in the witness stand of a
courtroom but did not witness the
events surrounding the hearing, we are
ineffective spokespeople and cannot
help the person on trial. Similarly, if we
do not have a personal knowledge of
and a close, daily relationship with Je-
sus Christ, we cannot be effective wit-
nesses for Him. The Bible gives us a
firsthand account of who Jesus is.
When we spend time reading the Word,
we will know the Author and accurate-
ly and passionately testify of Him.
The story is told of a Shakespearean

actor who was known for his mono-
logue readings and recitations. He
would often end his performance with
a dramatic reading of the twenty-third
Psalm. Each night the crowd listened,
rapt, enthralled, and captivated. Each
night, he received enthusiastic ap-
plause. But one evening, just as the ac-
tor was ready to close with Psalm 23, a
young man stood and requested that
he himself recite the passage. Sur-
prised, the actor graciously acqui-
esced, motioning him to stand and be-
gin. From the first softly spoken words
of that beloved psalm to the last, the
impact was evident. There was no
thunderous applause, no cheer for an
encore; instead, the sound of weeping
was heard. Afterward, the actor,
amazed at the audience response, ap-
proached the young man and begged
him to tell his secret. He replied, “Sir,
you know the psalm . . . but I know the
Shepherd” (Unknown, bible.org/
illustration/psalm-23-0). In order to be
effective witnesses in our writing, we
need to know and walk with the Author
about whom we are writing.
Second, we must write with a pur-

pose. The more we immerse ourselves
in the Word and assimilate it into our
lives, the better equipped we will be,
through the Holy Spirit’s direction, to
bring whatever is needful for the mo-

to His disciples while He was with
them before His death, burial, and res-
urrection. He said that the Law, the
Prophets, and the Psalms all spoke of
Him (Luke 24:44). In John 16:13-14,
Jesus taught that the ministry of the
Holy Spirit would be to guide them into
all truth and to glorify Christ by teach-
ing them about Him. Jesus here was
preauthenticating the validity of the
New Testament (yet to be written at
that time). Its content would be about
Christ and what He would do for indi-
viduals and what is yet future. 
What really matters in life? Only

God’s eternal Word lives and abides
forever. I trust that if you are following
Christ as your Lord and Saviour, it is
what matters in your life. God’s Word
continues to change and challenge

What Really Matters?

(Continued from page 11)
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IT may seem odd that the title of this
article has two terms that really do

not seem to fit together. Our first re-
action is that believers should not be
hard-hearted. And we are correct in
feeling that way. Christian believers
are called to follow the example of
Jesus, who was the epitome of com-
passion and love. Yet in our own per-
sonal lives and in the church, we all
sometimes struggle with this crucial
issue of hard-heartedness. 
The dictionary indicates to us that

“hard-heartedness” means being
unsympathetic and unfeeling. It
means lacking pity for others and re-
fusing to yield to another’s needs.
Hard-heartedness is often demon-
strated by those in power and those
who are in a position to wield that
power to their own advantage at the
expense of others. This certainly is
not what we as Christians are called
to do. Yet in the church and in our
personal lives, we often behave that
way.
It is interesting that we struggle

with hard-heartedness, even toward
those we should be loving the most.
We often refuse to yield, especially if
it affects our own situations and
changes what we had planned for
ourselves. This is very selfish, and
selfishness should not be the behav-
ior pattern of a Christian believer. It
is significant that hard-heartedness
is often mentioned in the Bible. Je-
sus Himself condemned the reli-
gious leaders for their stubborn and
hard hearts.
One of the best ways we see the

danger of hard hearts is to look at how
Jesus Himself perceived this human
condition. It is obvious from some of
Jesus’ remarks that He did not think
about it positively.
On one occasion we find Jesus

addressing one of the common
dilemmas of His day—and, sadly, of
ours as well. He was talking about
the issue of divorce. Jesus talked
about how one was not to put away
a spouse. But then He said that
Moses had given Israel a law of di-
vorce because of the “hardness of
[their] hearts” (Matt. 19:8). It was a
sort of concession in the Old Testa-
ment, not a command to follow. He
quickly added, “But from the begin-
ning it was not so.”
Hard-heartedness indicates to us

that when we stray away from what
God has intended for us, we fail to
reach His goals for us. We then live
what some have called defeated
lives. Hardness of heart makes our
Lord sad. One is reminded of the mir-
acle of the man with the withered
hand who was healed on the Sab-
bath Day (Mark 3:1-6). Something
wonderful had just happened. It was
an event that called for rejoicing, but
that was not the response Jesus re-
ceived.
Mark reports that Jesus was angry

at them for the “hardness of their
hearts” (3:5). They could not rejoice
with the man at the good that was
done to him. It is good for us to exam-
ine our personal lives concerning
whether we are able to rejoice when
something good happens to others
around us. If not, it could be that our
hearts have become callous, as hard
as a rock, and unfeeling. We could also
ask ourselves how our hard-hearted-
ness is affecting the lives of fellow be-
lievers around us.
The Bible reminds us that hard-

ness of heart is related to our unbe-
lief in what God tells us. He has giv-
en us His Holy Word, the Bible, for us
to read and understand and obey.
But we often do not take that fact se-

riously enough. In the sixties and
seventies, some even proclaimed
that God was dead. The Bible tells
us otherwise. The God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob has shown Himself
to His people as an active, living
God. He still works in our midst to-
day.
Every believer in Christ has been

given a new nature. His new birth
has brought about a softening of his
once-hard heart. But he has not
been set free totally from sin. As
II Corinthians 3:18 declares, the be-
liever is being “changed into the
same image [of Christ] from glory to
glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord.” As we undergo this process of
sanct i f icat ion,  those parts of  
our heart that remain hard are grad-
ually subdued by the Saviour of our
souls.
Some of the greatest minds of our

time, sadly, do not believe that our
Lord Jesus is the Saviour of the world.
Some of this unbelief is because of the
hardness of people’s hearts. Such
hardness of heart comes from pride
and self-righteousness. It also stems
from the increase in technological
progress. It is the same thinking that
was found in the incident at Babel in
Genesis 11. It is sinful human pride
when a person thinks that he can save
himself. 
In discussing this whole concept

of hardness of heart, it is impossible
to overlook that God Himself hard-
ened Pharaoh’s heart in the process
of delivering His people Israel from
slavery in Egypt. Exodus 9:12 and
other verses like it in the record of
deliverance from Pharaoh are some-
times hard to understand. One could
easily ask, “If hardness of heart is so
bad, why does God br ing i t  
about Himself?” This question is

Christian Psychology

Hard-Hearted Believers
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many benefits to the person doing the
forgiving. First, it removes a burden
from his mind and soul. A grudge is a
weight that is too hard to carry over
time—and quite unnecessary as well.
The other person most likely does not
carry such a weight; in fact, he may
even have long forgotten or was nev-
er aware of any offense committed.
That leaves only the offended party af-
fected. 
In the Ephesian text we have cited,

you will notice the two words that
precede the act of granting forgive-
ness. Those words are “kind” and
“tenderhearted.” It is such a heart
that can overlook the hurtful words or
acts that he has received from others
and not hold such matters against
them. It is such a heart that remem-
bers the grace of God in Christ to-
ward him and chooses  to do the
same toward others.
This does not necessarily make the

granting of forgiveness easy; we are,
after all, still sinners, with that sinful
flesh that plagues everyone. Yet it is
possible to be forgiving, and that is
why it is put forth in God’s Word as a
goal believers in Christ should strive to
achieve. It becomes easier to do when
the person recognizes the need to let
go of the attitudes and feelings he has
against another and asks God for the
help to do so.
There is nothing a believer can do

that will make him more Christlike than
forgive as God has forgiven him. With-
out sharing all the details, here is an
episode from my life to illustrate. While
I was a student on my way to preach
in my home church, a family member
who wanted to attend was with me. I
felt the need to apologize for unbe-
coming conduct toward that person in
times past. When I offered my apolo-
gy, there was silence for a time; and
then I heard, “I don’t know what you
are talking about.”
I had never forgotten the past, but

the person I offended had long forgot-
ten and forgiven me as well. That is
charizomai, and that is what God
would have of us. �

FORGIVENESS is the need of every
person who has ever lived. Ever

since the Garden of Eden, sin has
been the number one affliction of the
human soul. Each person is born with
a sin nature, and it does not take long
to manifest itself in some form or fash-
ion. After taking his young daughter to
a public playground and observing
how kids treated each other, a college
professor who was very resistant to
the Christian faith once admitted that
he was inclined to believe that there
was something to the teaching that
man has a sin nature!
“Sin” is the breaking of any of God’s

laws, and since everyone sins, every-
one stands guilty before God, the
“Judge of all the earth” (Gen. 18:25).
Being guilty means there is a price to
be paid to be rid of that guilt, and
therein lies the gospel message, the
good news of Jesus Christ. He has
paid sin’s penalty, and forgiveness is
possible.
There are two words meaning to for-

give in the New Testament. The first is
aphiemi, which literally means “to
send away.” It is found in numerous
texts (Matt. 6:12; Luke 17:3; Acts 8:22)
and generally speaks of the granting of
forgiveness when conditions are met
by the offending party. Another text is
I John 1:9, where confession of sin
precedes the receiving of forgiveness.
That is aphiemi.
There is another word meaning to

forgive, and it is charizomai. This is
actually a form of the word translated
“grace.” Grace connotes favor or a
gift without conditions attached. It is
usually thought of as being unmerit-
ed rather than owed. In Ephesians
4:32, the Apostle Paul implied that
the church in Ephesus, and by exten-
sion believers in every place and in
every age, should forgive others with-
out looking for or receiving any con-
trition from the other party. If one
waits for some indication that the oth-
er person wants to be forgiven, it may
be a long wait and perhaps will never
come.
The granting of forgiveness has

worth looking at closely. Here one
gets a little insight into the ways of
God.
It is obvious that God is absolute-

ly sovereign and in control. Since He
is totally in charge of every situation,
we see Him controlling the heart of
Pharaoh, allowing hardness to set in
so that the Israelites would have
time to learn the ways of God. It gave
Israel time to turn to Him and to rec-
ognize that only He had the ultimate
answer to their situation. It is the
same with us today. When God de-
lays,  i t  is  of ten because He is  
giving us time to repent and turn to
Him.
Hard-heartedness leads to judg-

ment from God. Romans 2:5 reminds
us that our hard and impenitent
hearts pile up for us all of God’s wrath
and judgment because of our sin.
There is no running away from this ex-
cept to have a changed heart. God
promises to do that as we turn to Him
for His healing work in our lives.
Proverbs 14:30 tells us the time-test-
ed truth that our doctors have always
told us: “A sound heart is the life of
the flesh.” So how do we receive this
new heart?
It is common knowledge that those

who harbor bitterness, anger, unfor-
giveness, and the like often suffer
heart problems. It is a canker that
wreaks havoc in our human bodies.
Cleansing comes from getting rid of
all such things that hurt us physically
and spiritually. Our minds, bodies,
and hearts, the seat of all our emo-
tions, are closely related. God prom-
ises to give us new hearts. In his de-
scription of Israel’s condition, Ezekiel
also describes fallen man’s predica-
ment as having a “stony heart” (Ezek.
11:19). It is unresponsive to the prom-
ises of God.
But God does not let us go that

easily. He pursues us unrelentingly
with His love (Ps. 23:6). He promises
to take out our stony hearts and re-
place them with “[hearts] of flesh”
(Ezek. 36:26). He puts His new laws
in our hearts and writes them on the
“fleshy tables of the heart” (II Cor.
3:3). “Fleshy” here describes new,
pliable ground for the work of God,
as opposed to the rigid laws of stone
that God gave Israel. God is still at
work in our midst, softening our hard
hearts and turning them to Him.
In the church we are called to be like

Jesus, ful l  of compassion and
love. �

What’s in a Word?

Forgive
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY, M.A.
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IHAVE called Abram Creek Baptist 
Church of Brook Park, Ohio, my

home church for quite a while, but my
wife is relatively new there. We have
certainly enjoyed the warm fellowship
that characterizes this church.
There is, indeed, something special

about fellowship—not only among
Christians but also between the Lord
and the child of God. Of course, the
fellowship between God and man can
be confusing at times; so it would be-
hoove us to consider what the Bible
says about it.
Draw your attention to I John 1. I in-

vite you to compare your concept of
your relationship with Christ to what
the Bible says. Through this passage
of Scripture, you will see the centrality
of Jesus Christ and His sweet forgive-
ness as we confess our sins to Him. 
Before we engage with the text it-

self, it would be helpful to recognize a
couple of issues that relate to this
chapter’s context. First, the literary
genre of this passage of Scripture is
that of an epistle. The Apostle John
was writing to a group of believers,
and it is believed that they were some-
where in western Turkey. John was
writing a letter to address particular is-
sues in the church.
Consider how and why you have

written letters to your loved ones, es-
pecially before the advent of cell
phones and social media. In such let-
ters, you express your care and con-
cern, celebrate a holiday such as
Christmas, or give advice. As an apos-
tle, John was writing to confront some
significant problems that were taking
place among his beloved fellow Chris-
tians.
This brings us to our second con-

textual issue—namely, that John was
confronting false teaching in the
church. It is difficult to specify the ex-
act nature of the teachings or the peo-
ple group associated with this corrupt
doctrine, but their ideas bear some re-
semblance to those of the Gnostics.

At the least, however, we know that
this group denied the divinity and
messiahship of Christ, as indicated by
I John 2:22 and other sections of the
epistle.
The Person of Jesus Christ and His

deity is also attacked in American so-
ciety today. As Jesus is defined for us
in television, movies, and other media
outlets, it would be wise to consider
how John responded to similar false
teaching.
So let us consider three main points

from this text: Reality of Jesus (vss. 1-
4); Ramifications of a Relationship
with Jesus (vss. 5-7); and Result of
Confession (vss. 8-10). 

REALITY OF JESUS—I John 1:1-4
Know Jesus for who He is (I John

1:1-3). First, notice the reality of Jesus.
John exhorted his readers to know Je-
sus as He is. John testified to having
seen Jesus in the flesh, and he want-
ed his readers to have a similar level of
fellowship with Jesus and also with
him (John) and each other.
When I first met my wife about five

years ago, I was excited to introduce
her to my family and friends. I wanted
them to experience at least a piece of
the joy I had in getting to know this
lovely girl. I wanted them to get a
sense of the joy I feel when I see her,
talk with her, and find out something
new about her. The fellowship I have
with my wife is real and tangible. My
wife is certainly not a ghost or simply
a figment of my imagination.
In a similar but certainly more divine

sense, John wrote that he wanted oth-
ers to have the same kind of fellowship
as he had with Jesus. He wanted his
readers to cast aside any false ideas
that had come their way announcing
that Jesus was somehow a ghost or
anything less than 100 percent man
and 100 percent God.
Consider the narrat ive in the

Gospel of John. Within the pages of

the fourth book of the New Testa-
ment, you will find an account by a
man who was personally called by
Jesus, who walked with Jesus during
His earthly ministry, who witnessed
His miracles, who took care of Jesus’
mother, Mary, and who even saw the
resurrected Christ as He ascended
into heaven.
At the end of his Gospel, John point-

ed to Jesus’ miracles as proof of His
being the Son of God and of the need
for people to trust in Him for salvation:
“But these are written, that ye might
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name”
(20:31).
In the opening verses of I John 1,

there is a strong presentation of Jesus
as He really is—as Lord and Saviour.
And because Jesus still lives and
scriptural truth is timeless, this same
message goes out to people every-
where even today. Do you have fel-
lowship with Jesus Christ?
Know the joy Jesus brings (I John

1:4). But Scripture does not stop sim-
ply with fellowship. John explained
that there is also great joy in knowing
Christ and experiencing Christlike fel-
lowship among other believers. You
may notice the use of the word “your”
here in verse 4. However, “our” ap-
pears to be the better translation of the
original Greek. John implied that he
desired fellowship with his audience
and that such fellowship is only found
in Jesus. 
Discord and strife in any family bring

pain. We all can probably share stories
of times we were hurt by something a
relative said or did. But such does not
need to be the case in the family of
God. True joy comes in knowing Jesus
Christ and enjoying a relationship with
Him. What better way to see this joy
demonstrated than through the active
exercise of love and compassion with-
in the family of God!

Sermon

Faith and Forgiveness with Christ:
I John 1
BY J. A. LITTLER, M.A.
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something wrong or break the rules.
Perhaps you have recently had to talk
with your child regarding stealing or ly-
ing. No doubt you were disappointed
with your son or daughter, and you felt
sad about the fact that he or she had
done wrong. It is certainly a difficult
process for both you and your child,
producing some friction and distance
in your relationship.
Despite the pain and relational dis-

tance, your son or daughter does not
cease to be your child. This is the
same sense communicated in I John
1:9. We believers do not seek God’s
forgiveness because our salvation has
become void and new sins have con-
demned us again to eternal damna-
tion. Rather, we confess our sins to
God and ask forgiveness so that our
closeness and fellowship with God
can be restored and we can live out
more fully our identity as children of
God.

VERDICT AND INVITATION
Scripture is clear—without a rela-

tionship and subsequent fellowship
with Jesus Christ and other believers,
no true joy is possible. If you do not
know Christ as your Saviour, realize
that you can be saved by simply ad-
mitting your sin to Him and trusting in
Christ as the One who has paid for
your sins and taken the punishment
you deserve. God is ready and waiting
to hear your prayer for salvation.
Those of us who have a relationship

with Christ need to be reminded that
true fellowship with one another takes
place only as we pursue fellowship
with God. If there is discord between
you and a fellow believer or you are
hiding a sinful habit that you know is
hurting the closeness of your relation-
ship with God, confess it now to Him.
The closeness between you and God
is affected by this sin.
I invite you to consider this ancient

but universally applicable message
from I John 1. If you do not know
Christ, trust Him today. If you are
saved but are struggling to repent of a
particular sin, confess it today. A sea-
soned Christian would certainly be
willing to talk with you and pray with
you if you seek him or her out. And
whether you come forward at a church
meeting or not, go forward knowing
the reality of Jesus, the ramifications
of a relationship with Him, and the
beautiful results of confessing your sin
to an all-loving God. �

needs to recognize his sin, know that
only Jesus can save him, and trust in
Him for salvation. No man-made
source can enlighten him or guide him
to spiritual maturity. Only the Word of
God applied through the power of the
Holy Spirit can effect such a divine
transformation. 
Know what a genuine relationship

looks like (I John 1:7). Scripture’s
next words are much more encourag-
ing. John confirmed that true fellow-
ship exists only through walking in the
light, which means having a relation-
ship with Jesus. Such a relationship is
made possible only through the shed-
ding of His blood. And Christlike sac-
rificial living should characterize our
lives as we enjoy fellowship with God
and one another.

RESULT OF CONFESSION—
I John 1:8-10
Know the shame of not confess-

ing sin (I John 1:8, 10). The third main
theme of our text involves the result of
confession. Verses 8 and 10 show that
not confessing sin has disastrous con-
sequences. Indeed, someone who
imagines that he is perfect and in no
need of God’s forgiveness is deceiving
himself or making himself believe an
utter lie. As John stated, such a per-
son has not allowed the Word of God
to penetrate his heart.
This person is like someone dying of

cancer who considers himself perfect-
ly healthy or like someone who is driv-
ing full-speed toward the edge of a
cliff, imagining that he will simply fly
away unscathed. If you do not know
Christ as your Saviour, I implore you to
see the dire situation you are in. You
need to see your need for Christ. 
Know the joy of confessing sin

(I John 1:9). The good news is that we
are not fated to condemnation. John’s
Gospel shows that if a sinner repents
of his sin and believes in Christ for sal-
vation, he will be saved (cf. 3:16). 
And here in I John 1, which was writ-

ten primarily to Christians, we see that
God accepts us back into close fel-
lowship as we confess our sins. Verse
9 does not imply that we lose our sal-
vation as we sin; rather, it reveals that
close fellowship with God is restored
as we confess, or agree with God
about what He says regarding our sin,
and repent, turning directly away from
our sin toward God.
If you have children, consider how

you discipline them when they do

RAMIFICATIONS OF A
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS—
I John 1:5-7
Know what a lack of relationship

looks like (I John 1:5-6). Let us next
consider the ramifications of a rela-
tionship with Jesus. John used the im-
age of light and darkness here to com-
pare and contrast a relationship with
God with no relationship with God.
Verse 6 is especially sobering, as it re-
veals that the person who lives a life
continually defeated by sin does not
have fellowship with God—even if he
claims to. 
It is possible that some of the false

teaching that John was seeking to
counter maintained that a person
could claim Christ and yet do whatev-
er he wanted. But Scripture refutes
that idea by saying that how you live
your life reveals your relationship with
God—or lack thereof. 
Consider an illustration of this point.

Many people enjoy watching profes-
sional football. Fans often complain or
become despondent when their team
suffers disappointing losses. The team
claims to be a professional football
team, and their uniforms and the sta-
dium indicate that they are a football
team; yet how they play on the field in-
dicates the exact opposite. On a far
deeper level, how someone lives his
life reveals who his lord and master
truly is. This serves as a healthy warn-
ing to us all. 
Consider also the picture of dark-

ness that is featured in I John 1:6.
Scripture often uses the contrast be-
tween light and darkness to illustrate
whether or not someone is living out a
genuine relationship with the Lord and
has a true, experiential knowledge of
Him. A true believer actively lives ac-
cording to God’s Word.
This concept is powerfully illustrat-

ed in Psalm 119:105: “Thy word is a
lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path.” The messianic literature of
Scripture uses this kind of symbolism
as it describes the coming of Jesus:
“The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light: they that dwell
in the land of the shadow of death,
upon them hath the light shined” (Isa.
9:2).
As demonstrated in I John 1, as well

as in other sections of Scripture,
someone who does not have a rela-
tionship with Jesus is guided not by
God’s Word but rather by the lusts and
desires of his flesh. Such an individual
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IN Jeremiah 1:4-5, the prophet re-
ported, “Then the word of the Lord

came unto me, saying, Before I formed
thee in the belly I knew thee; and be-
fore thou camest forth out of the
womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained
thee a prophet unto the nations.”
God communicated to Jeremiah

that he was His personal choice to be
His prophet to both Jews and Gen-
tiles. He also told him that this choice
was made before his birth.
Jeremiah was from the tribe of Ben-

jamin (Jer. 1:1); Saul of Tarsus, over six
hundred years later, was from the
same tribe (Phil. 3:5). Both had mes-
sages for both Jews and Gentiles.
Jeremiah’s initial response to God’s

job offer was to protest that he was un-
able to speak eloquently in public. He
said in Jeremiah 1:6, “Ah, Lord God!
behold, I cannot speak: for I am a
child.”
His justification for trying to reject

God’s job offer was his inexperience
and immaturity. His résumé had no en-
try for work as an ambassador to oth-
er nations. “Child” in Hebrew, as used
in Jeremiah 1:6, means anyone who is
not able to assume the mature obliga-
tions of any profession.
I served as an assistant pastor and

assistant principal for a church in Flori-
da that sponsored a Christian school.
Then the state health department con-
tacted the pastor with a request for an
inspection of the food services at the
school.
At that point, I learned that the pas-

tor felt the church and state were two
entities in fundamental opposition. He
mandated that all staff members were
to refuse entrance to the state health
department and to resist officers of the
law who tried to make us allow entry. 
I felt then the way Jeremiah did

when he refused his assignment from
God. I considered that my assignment
to serve in this church and school was
of God. However, once I was asked to
refuse lawful orders of the state and
resist any officers of the law who came
to the school, I too wanted to resign
my call to serve.

Jeremiah reported God’s response
to his objection in Jeremiah 1:7: “But
the Lord said unto me, Say not, I am a
child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall
send thee, and whatsoever I com-
mand thee thou shalt speak.”
On the authority of Jeremiah’s Em-

ployer, God, inexperience and lack of
eloquence were no excuse to evade
God’s service. The job required no ex-
perience or eloquence. His Employer
only needed a faithful employee to car-
ry out His orders. 
In the parable of the talents, the

master, after commending the two ser-
vants who invested their talents so
that their value would double upon the
master’s (Jesus’) return, said, “Well
done, thou good and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful over a few
things, I will make thee ruler over many
things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord” (Matt. 25:21, cf. vs. 23).
God seeks faithful servants to serve

Him. That is what He expected of Jer-
emiah, and that is what He expects of
any Christian.
No matter what Jeremiah’s objec-

tions might be, God made it clear that
he was to carry out all His orders and
go to all the people to whom He di-
rected him. Then God told His
prophet, “Be not afraid of their faces:
for I am with thee to deliver thee” (Jer.
1:8).
God had an employment plan for

Jeremiah. However, His designated
prophet did not regard this employ-
ment call as conducive to his own
good health. Nonetheless, the job had
a great protection plan. His Employer
guaranteed his safety, no matter what
adversity he might face.
God did protect Jeremiah from ene-

mies who wanted him hurt or dead:
during a plot against his life (Jer.
11:18-23); during persecution in the
stocks (20:1-2, 6); during persecution
when he was placed on trial for his life
(26:7-24); and when he was held as a
prisoner during Jerusalem’s final days
(38:6-13). He survived the destruction
of Jerusalem in 586 B.C. and was tak-
en to Egypt with a remnant of Judah.

“Then the Lord put forth his hand,
and touched my mouth. And the Lord
said unto me, Behold, I have put my
words in thy mouth” (Jer. 1:9). 
God’s provision was aimed at Jere-

miah’s sense that he lacked elo-
quence. God guaranteed that he
would be a messenger capable of de-
livering His message. His Employer
would put His words into his mouth
and make what he said suitable to
every assignment He gave him.
We today still profit from God’s pro-

vision. Before each time of witnessing,
we can pray, “Lord, give me the right
words to say.” I have found that such
a prayer before giving witness sup-
plies me with the words I need to con-
vey to people the eternal life and death
issues of the gospel. We need to get
witnessing help from the One who in-
spired all the words in the Bible.
After revealing His job-benefits

package, God gave Jeremiah his spe-
cific job assignment: “See, I have this
day set thee over the nations and over
the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull
down, and to destroy, and to throw
down, to build, and to plant” (Jer.
1:10).
God’s assignment for Jeremiah was

to deliver a message of both judgment
and blessing (to uproot sin and to plant
righteousness) to the nations and
kingdoms of the world.
As it turned out, the circumstances

in the Florida church never actually re-
quired me to disobey lawful orders,
but our church became an object of
public ridicule as the pastor main-
tained that he did not have to obey any
government laws that dealt with his
Christian school or church. I was over-
joyed when I was able to leave that
Florida church and begin a new, full-
time pastorate. 
After hearing God’s entire employ-

ment package, Jeremiah had no more
objections to raise and served as
God’s faithful, full-time prophet for
over forty years.
When God calls us to serve Him, we

need to reply, “Here am I; send me”
(Isa. 6:8). �

Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed

Jeremiah’s Objection to God
BY LON F. ACKELSON, TH.D. 
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a quote from Jeremiah 7:11 (cf. Isa.
56:7). In the original context, Jeremiah
spoke out against the attitude of the
people of his day that believed the
temple would protect them from God’s
judgment of their sin. They mistakenly
thought that the holiness of the temple
would hide their sins from God. 
For the religious leaders, it must

have been the last straw to hear Jesus’
final statement concerning the temple.
Using the Isaiah and Jeremiah pas-
sages, Jesus called it a “den of rob-
bers” (Jer. 7:11) and not a place of
prayer. A “den” was a place of refuge
for predatory animals. The implication
was clear—the temple leaders were
nothing more than wild animals waiting
to devour those around them. Once
and for all, this blasphemy had to go.

LESSON ON FAITH AND
FORGIVENESS—Mark 11:20-26
The next day found Jesus and His

disciples back in the holy city. Peter
was quick to notice that the fig tree
from the previous day had “dried up
from the roots” (Mark 11:20).
This was another teaching moment.

This time Jesus explained what He and
the Father were looking for in the tem-
ple. A key to interpreting this section is
the reference to prayer (Mark 11:23-25)
and the house of prayer (vs. 17). 
Prayer in the Bible is the ultimate

sign of total dependence on (faith in)
God. This was what was missing in the
temple worship.
Moving mountains was a hyperbol-

ic expression for doing the impossible.
Only faith in God, expressed in prayer,
can accomplish the impossible.
Not only was faith missing in the tem-

ple activities; so also was forgiveness. A
key and repeated teaching of Jesus was
that no one should expect God’s for-
giveness if he was unwilling to forgive
others (cf. Matt. 6:11-15; Luke 11:4).
In the end, the thing that matters to

God is not all the external religious ac-
tivities (the leaves of the fig tree) but a
heart that is right with God and one’s
fellow man. The way to God is the way
of faith expressed through prayer and
forgiveness of others. �

This fruitless tree was a symbol of Is-
rael’s spiritual barrenness.

CLEANSING OF THE TEMPLE—
Mark 11:15-17
Upon entering the temple, Jesus

found the activity there totally repulsive
and attacked the corrupt, pretentious,
and fruitless temple practices, although
in a more dramatic fashion than when He
had earlier cursed the fruitless tree. The
practitioners of corruption in the temple
did not fare much better than the fig tree. 
The Gospel of Mark records Jesus in

the large, outer court of the temple,
where pious, God-fearing Gentiles
could come and worship the God of Is-
rael. Jesus continued His prophetic ac-
tivities by acting out His message
(11:15-16), followed by His teaching
about why He was acting so harshly (vs.
17). That day in the temple, Jesus found
what resembled more an ancient East-
ern bazaar—with all its sights, sounds,
and smells—than a place where people
of all races could worship and pray.
Certain temple activities became

the focus of Jesus’ attack. His actions
focused on all the merchandizing that
was going on. The selling of doves is
mentioned specifically. Doves were an
acceptable offering for the poor (Lev.
14:22). It was inconvenient to trans-
port sacrificial animals to the temple.
It was easier to purchase them on site.
We can only imagine how expensive
this could become because of corrupt
opportunists.
He also attacked the moneychang-

ers. All adult Jewish males were re-
quired to pay a half-shekel temple tax
with temple money only. In those days,
every country and town had its own
coinage. It was necessary for the pil-
grim to first change his own money
into temple money—for a fee!
The temple of Jesus’ day dominated

most of the eastern part of Jerusalem. To
move from one end of the town to the
other, one could take the long way
around the temple or just take a shortcut
through the large, flat, outer court. This
traffic was stopped by Jesus.
Jesus used this teaching moment to

explain His actions. His explanation is

FOR centuries the Jewish nation
waited for their Messiah to visit

them. Unexpectedly and unrecog-
nized by them, He appeared a number
of times in the temple, the center of
their religion and faith. At one point,
the temple leaders plotted to kill Him
(Mark 11:18). 
The temple leaders were offended

by Him, but on one occasion there, His
disciples learned an important lesson.
They learned what it is that God is tru-
ly looking for in His followers. The ac-
count of Jesus going to and cleansing
the temple toward the end of His
earthly ministry is recorded in the first
three gospels (Matt. 21:12-17; Mark
11:15-19; Luke 19:45-46). We will fo-
cus on the account in Mark’s Gospel,
including the surrounding text. 

CURSING OF THE FIG TREE—
Mark 11:12-14
At first blush, the picture of Jesus

presented in these verses is troubling.
It appears that Jesus is sulking and
then losing control of His passions.
Why would the Creator curse a fig tree
for not having fruit when it was too ear-
ly in the season for fruit?
Jesus followed the pattern of an Old

Testament prophet acting out his mes-
sage. In defending His actions, Jesus
quoted Jeremiah. To teach how God
would reject the nation of Israel, Jere-
miah took a clay pot and smashed it
on the ground (Jer. 19).
This account makes more sense

when one views it as an object lesson.
As the eagle is a symbol of America, so
the fig tree symbolizes Israel (cf. Isa.
28:3-4; Jer. 8:13; Joel 1:7; Hos. 9:10).
Jesus’ unexpected inspection of the fig
tree was a picture of His coming in-
spection of the temple. Leaves would
indicate there would be some fruit pres-
ent, even in the off season. This was a
picture/parable of His upcoming in-
spection of the temple. There He would
find a lot of religious people (leaves) but
no genuine faith (fruit, or figs).
The message of the cursed tree is

clear. God had rejected worship in His
temple because the people there had
corrupted His original purpose for it.

The Life and Times of Jesus

The Day Messiah Came to the Temple
BY MARTIN R. DAHLQUIST
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AWESOME” is a word we hear often
nowadays. It is used as a gener-

al expression of approval, and fre-
quently it is used to describe people. I
was even told recently that I am awe-
some! Yet a century or two ago, such
a usage of “awesome” might have
been considered nearly blasphemous,
for the word was used almost exclu-
sively of God.
In the Bible, the word for “awesome”

is translated “terrible” in the King James
Version and is used primarily of God and
His works. The Hebrew word is used in
Psalm 66:3, 5, where it speaks of that
which makes one stand in amazement
and wonder. That which is awesome is
something to be feared and held in rev-
erence. Yes, it is awesome—even terri-
fying—to stand in the presence of the
unimaginable power of God! 

A UNIVERSAL CALL
The first twelve verses of Psalm 66 are

universal in scope. Here the unknown
author issued three calls to his readers.
A call for all to praise God (Ps. 66:1-4).

The psalmist began by calling for all to
praise God for His character (vss. 1-2)
and for His works (vss. 3-4). This is a uni-
versal call to all “lands” to joyfully “sing
forth the honour of his name.” God’s
“name” speaks of His character. God is,
in His very character, worthy of honor, or
glory. Because of this, all people should
lift up praise to Him—praise that will
honor Him and be honorable to Him.
In Psalm 66:3-4, the works of God,

which issue forth from His character, are
in view. These works are “terrible,” or
awesome. When rightly considered,
they evoke reverence and awe. Creation
should leave us stunned in amazement,
and God’s works of redemption should
likewise generate praise for a God who
can do the “impossible.” Even God’s
enemies “submit” to Him, in that they
cringe in fear of His power even as they
reject Him. The point is that God is so
awesome that to some degree, every-
one recognizes it.
The psalmist also looked to a future

day when the entire earth will not only
acknowledge His power but also wor-

ship Him willingly. God’s character and
awesome works—past, present, and
future—give us reason to praise Him
always.
A call to consider God’s works (Ps.

66:5-7). These verses call us to consid-
er specific examples of God’s mighty,
“terrible” works. The first work men-
tioned is Israel’s crossing of the Red
Sea during the Exodus, when God
“turned the sea into dry land.” In the last
half of verse 6, the word “flood” refers
to a river; so it seems that a second
work is in view here—namely, the
miraculous crossing of the Jordan Riv-
er later on (Josh. 3—4).
These works of God demonstrate

that He rules by His power now and for-
ever. They remind us that His eye is on
everyone, and they warn the nations not
to exalt themselves in pride. Do they—
or we—think we have things under con-
trol? Consider God’s mighty works.
A call to praise God for His works (Ps.

66:8-12). This call to “bless,” or praise,
God is addressed to all people. We are
to make known our praise of Him,
specifically because of His preservation
of Israel (vs. 9). This alone is proof
enough of God’s power and faithfulness.
The psalmist, who represented Is-

rael, saw even the bondage and op-
pression his nation had suffered as
God’s good work of trying and proving
them so that He could bring them into
a place of great abundance. The writer
recognized that even though difficul-
ties come, God ultimately delivers His
people; and for this He is to be
praised.

A PERSONAL COMMITMENT
With verse 13,  Psalm 66 shifts from

a universal perspective to the author’s
personal life and commitment to God.
Commitment to worship (Ps. 66:13-

15). It is not enough to acknowledge
God’s call to worship or even that He
is worthy of worship. Like the psalmist,
we must make a personal commit-
ment to worshipping the Lord. The
pronoun “I” dominates these last vers-
es of the psalm and reminds us that
worship is not just a corporate duty

but also a personal decision.
The author’s commitment to wor-

shipping God involved faithfully keep-
ing his vows and performing the pre-
scribed rites of Israel’s worship. For us,
it means regularly joining others in wor-
ship, as well as individually living out
our praise for God, “continually, . . . giv-
ing thanks to his name” (Heb. 13:15).
Commitment to witness (Ps. 66:16-

20). Heartfelt worship of our God nat-
urally leads to being a witness for Him.
The call to “come and see the works
of God” (vs. 5) now becomes a call to
“come and hear” (vs. 16) what God
had done personally for the psalmist.
All people can and should consider

God’s mighty works in creation and
preservation and redemption, but only
those who have experienced His sav-
ing grace can speak of what God has
personally done for their soul. In par-
ticular, the psalmist wanted to declare
to others how God had answered his
prayers.
The psalmist said he cried out to the

Lord, expressing his need; but at the
same time, his prayer offered praise to
the God who heard his plea for help.
True praise for God in our prayers
guards against holding iniquity, or
wickedness, in our hearts, which will
keep God from hearing and respond-
ing to our prayers.
When we stop praising God, we ei-

ther start praising ourselves or we
start lamenting our sad situation. As a
result, we strangle our spiritual lives
and fail to be the witnesses for the
Lord we should be.
We need this psalm’s reminder that

every child of God has reason to offer
continual praise to Him. God’s holy
character and awesome works call for
praise. His abundant provision calls
for praise. His work in our lives calls for
praise and personal worship. His an-
swers to our prayers also call for our
witness to the world, a world that
needs to hear that there is an awe-
some God we can know personally—
One who hears our prayers and lov-
ingly, graciously answers to our
benefit and to His glory. �

Meditations in Psalms

Praising an Awesome God
BY JARL K. WAGGONER
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remember first that this chapter speaks
of the resurrection. Keeping that in
mind, we must next understand the
preposition translated “for.”
The English preposition “for” can be

used in a variety of senses. It may refer
to a particular purpose, as in we run for
exercise. It may also have the idea of be-
longing to something, as in a cupboard
for dishes. In addition, it may refer to
meeting the purpose of something, as in
a prescription for an illness. It may also
be used with the idea of obtaining some-
thing, as in a man works for a salary. 
The Greek word translated “for” in

I Corinthians 15:29 can also have differ-
ent meanings. This preposition is the
word huper, which occurs more than
one hundred times in the New Testa-
ment. When translated by the English
word “for,” it can have various nuances
of meaning. Speaking of Christ, Paul as-
serted “that he died for all” (II Cor. 5:15).
In this case, the word “for” clearly has
the meaning “on behalf of” or “in place
of.” Jesus died in our place. 
In a similar sense, Paul wrote that

Christ “gave himself for our sins” (Gal.
1:4), or in place of our sins, on our be-
half. Writing to his friend Philemon,
Paul spoke about Onesimus, “whom I
would have retained with me, that in
thy stead he might have ministered
unto me” (1:13). In this verse, the
Greek preposition huper is rendered
by the two words “in” and “stead.”
As in these verses, Paul used the

preposition in the same sense in
I Corinthians 15:29: “Else what shall
they do which are baptized [in place
of] the dead?” Paul recognized that all
Christians will eventually die (unless
Jesus returns first) and leave their
places of service in the church’s min-
istry. If there is no resurrection, then
why should Christians evangelize, and
why should anyone else be baptized
and take their place in the church?
Since there is a glorious prospect

for the resurrection, however, it re-
mains our continuing responsibility to
win new converts to Christ and bap-
tize them in obedience to His com-
mand so that they may be added to
the church and continue its ministry
until the Lord’s return. �

If you have a Bible question you
would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleve-
land, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).

severe trials and sufferings (cf. Mark
10:38). But there is nothing in the con-
text that supports such a position.
Some suggest that this was a false

teaching in the early church and that
Paul was here referring to it without
endorsing it. The difficulty with this
view, however, is that Paul never wrote
anything against this so-called error.
One religious group believes vicarious

baptism is in view. This is where a living
person is baptized on behalf of someone
who has already died in order to obtain
salvation for him or her. However, there
is no biblical or historical evidence that
Paul had to address this issue for the
Corinthians. Also, Paul would have
spent much more time on such an issue
that was contrary to his beliefs.
Paul’s opening words in I Corinthians

15:29, “What shall they do,” convey the
idea of “What profit or value is it?” or
“What is the value of being baptized?”
To answer this question requires us to

Thank the Lord

Bible Bookmark

“Baptized for the Dead”?
BY R. LARRY OVERSTREET

Q. What is the meaning of Paul’s
statement “What shall they do which
are baptized for the dead” (I Cor.
15:29)?
A. You have asked about one of the
most debated verses in the New Tes-
tament. A survey of various com-
mentaries reveals that numerous in-
terpretations have been suggested. 
Some interpreters, for example,

have suggested that in I Corinthians
15:29, “the dead” refers to Christ, who
was put to death. The problem with
this view is that the word “dead” in this
verse is plural. Others have held that
the word “baptized” has the idea of
washing or purifying (cf. Matt. 8:4) and
refers to how dead bodies were
washed and purified before their bur-
ial. The problem with this interpreta-
tion is that Paul never used the word
“baptize” in this sense.
Still others look at baptism in a

metaphorical sense, as referring to

Thank the Lord for sunshine,
Thank Him for the rain;

Thank Him for His blessings
O’er and o’er again.

Thank Him for the summer,
With its burning heat;

Thank Him for the winter,
With its snow and sleet.

Thank Him in the morning,
Thank Him, too, at night;

Thank Him that we’re always
Precious in His sight. �

—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.
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TWELVE-YEAR-OLD Gary dashed
into the auto repair shop and said,

“I need a nut that fits this screw for the
blind kid’s bike.” It was 1954, in the days
when auto repair shops sold almost as
much hardware as hardware stores. The
proprietor found a nut to fit the screw,
and Gary went back to his project. 
The project was assembling a tan-

dem bike for Bob Green, a well-liked
boy who had been born with eye prob-
lems—glaucoma and cataracts. In spite
of surgeries to improve his eyes, Bob’s
sight gradually worsened. By the time
he was eight years old, Bob was blind.
When Bob was twelve, he was in the

habit of grabbing onto a friend’s bike
and running alongside while his friend
pedaled down the street. This was one
way Bob could run fast without the
danger of running into anything. Of
course, the adults thought this looked
dangerous.
One day when Bob came home from

school, he bumped into an eight-foot-
long box inside the front door. Bob
opened the box and felt the parts to a
tandem bike. It was not long before the
neighborhood boys had gathered to
help assemble the bike. Somehow a
nut got lost along the way, prompting
the run to the auto parts store.
The tandem bike became known as

“the bus” and was shared by the boys

in the neighborhood, with Bob riding
safely on the back, when he could get
a turn.

PART I: GOD PREPARES
Bob Green was born in 1941 in

southwest Minneapolis, Minnesota.
His parents were religious but not
Christians. During his childhood,
Bob’s family attended Hennepin Av-
enue Methodist Church. On February
18, 1951, when Bob was nine years
old, his Sunday school teacher gave
him the Psalms and the Gospels in
Braille as a reward for reading. It was
Bob’s first Braille Bible. Now he could
read the Word of God for himself.
One day, a year later, Bob was walk-

ing to a boys’ club meeting during a
snowstorm and got lost. The meeting
was only a few blocks from Bob’s
house, a route he had walked many
times. That day his mind wandered.
Suddenly he realized the ground under
his feet was lumpy. He had somehow
ended up in the park, a block in the
wrong direction. Bob found his way
home and told his mother, “Guess
what? I got lost on the way to boys’
club.”
Bob’s mother was not quite sure

what to do. Should she scold him for
losing his way or praise him for getting
home safely? Did she need to be with

him every time he left
the house? When
Bob’s father arrived
home, his solution was
simple. “We will let him
get lost again.” Bob’s
father knew that the
only way for his son to
grow into a self-suffi-
cient adult was to give
him freedom to learn
from his mistakes.
When the other par-

ents heard this, they
were shocked that Mr.
Green would let his
blind son be exposed to
danger. But Mr. Green
said, “It is a sighted
world, and Bobby will

have to learn to live with it. The world
won’t turn handsprings to accommo-
date him.”
It was this attitude that led to the ac-

quisition of the tandem bike and to
Bob’s finishing grade school, going to
college, and learning to make his way
in a sighted world.
During the Cuban Missile Crisis in

1962, the threat of war prompted Bob to
pray “for real” for the first time. His
prayers were now heartfelt communica-
tions with God, though he still did not
have a personal relationship with Christ. 
Bob met the woman who would be-

come his wife at church when he was
attending a youth group meeting. They
began to date, and Bob taught Car-
olyn how to read Braille so that they
could exchange letters. Their romance
blossomed throughout the summer. In
the spring of the following year, Bob
proposed. Of course, Carolyn said
yes, but they agreed not to get married
until two conditions were met—Car-
olyn needed to get a driver’s license,
and Bob needed to get a job.
Bob graduated in the spring of 1965,

and in May he was offered a job teach-
ing Spanish at West Virginia Wesleyan
College, starting in September. Bob and
Carolyn were married on August 9,
1965. By this time, Carolyn had finished
her college education, with qualifica-
tions as an elementary teacher. She also
had her driver’s license.
After five years in West Virginia, the

couple returned to Minnesota, where
the University of Minnesota offered
free tuition for blind students. Bob en-
rolled as a graduate student. They
moved into the house they would oc-
cupy to this day. 
During that time, Bob and Carolyn

were planning to start a family. Not
knowing whether Bob’s blindness was
hereditary, they decided to adopt. It
took four years of working through the
application process and the waiting.
Finally, God sent the daughter who
would inspire Carolyn to seek Him.
On a November day in 1975, the

couple adopted eight-month-old Eliz-
abeth, who suffered from crossed ad-

Testimonies of Faith

All Things Are Possible
BY JANE CHASE

Bob and Carolyn Green
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Bob offered to help their ministry, but
instead the man wanted to give Bob
copies of everything on their shelves
so that he could start his own branch
library.
That donation was the beginning

of the Bartimaeus Library for the
Blind, named for the only blind man
Jesus healed who was called by
name (Mark 10:46-52). The library
grew to 1,900 audiobooks. Carolyn
and other readers would read print
books, record them on audiocas-
settes, and mail them to anyone who
requested them. It was their unique
way of fulfilling the Great Commis-
sion, sending Bibles and Christian lit-
erature to blind people all over the
United States and Canada.  
In recent years, with technology go-

ing digital, the Greens realized they
needed to change from using cas-
settes. Transferring almost two thou-
sand titles to digital format was not
practical, but God led them to a man
who agreed to take all the material and
put it on a protected Web site. Bob
and Carolyn were happy to see their
years of work continue. After twenty-
two years of serving blind people, the
Bartimaeus Library officially closed in
2012.
Since then, Bob has become more

involved in the blind community
around him. Bob had been disap-
pointed with other blind people when
he was younger, because those he
knew had not learned to be independ-
ent, as he had. They had not grown up
with parents who let them get lost and
learn from their mistakes. Today, Bob
spends time working with Christian
Fellowship of the Blind, encouraging
others who are blind or are losing their
sight.
Recently, at a Disabilities Aware-

ness weekend, Bob listened to a pres-
entation by a girl who had been blind-
ed in an accident and who was in a
power wheelchair. He remembers her
saying, “If you have a child or some-
one with a disability, don’t lock the per-
son in the prison of your fear.” 
Bob realized his parents understood

this truth. He thanks God for parents
who were not afraid to let him live his
life and who raised him in a home
where he was encouraged to learn
about God. He is also thankful for Car-
olyn, who became the perfect mate.
Above all, he is thankful for the saving
grace of God, who used his disability
as an ability to forward the kingdom of
heaven. �

When Bob was let go from his in-
surance job, he and Carolyn joined
Wycliffe and went to California for four
weeks of training. They returned to
Minnesota, and in 1984 the couple
was approved to work for the division
of Wycliffe called Resources for the
Blind.
The Greens needed to raise finan-

cial support, sell their car, rent their
home, and prepare to move to Manila.
Regrettably, because of complications
in transferring rent payments from one
bank to another, the mortgage com-
pany would not let them rent their
house. One week before the Greens
were hoping to leave for Manila, they
received a letter saying that their home
mortgage had been sold to another
company—which just “happened” to
be where the Greens did their banking.
Suddenly they could rent their house,
and the Lord provided renters.
The insurance on the Greens’ car

was about to expire on February 15.
They were to leave for Manila in the
middle of March. Their insurance
agent told them to let the insurance
lapse. They would still have coverage
for thirty days after the fifteenth. The
Greens ended up leaving for Manila on
March 12, three days before losing in-
surance, and were able to sell the car.
The Lord had again provided.
Ten days before leaving, they had

raised only 30 percent of the financial
support they needed. An anonymous
gift suddenly brought their support to
90 percent. They were able to raise an-
other 20 percent, ending up 10 per-
cent above the requirement. They
were off to Manila.
Bob and Carolyn felt they were liv-

ing Jesus’ promise given in Matthew
19:26: “With men this is impossible;
but with God all things are possible.”
The plan had been to stay for two

years, but during this time, Bob’s al-
lergies grew intolerable. He suffered
from inner ear infections that compro-
mised his hearing. He could not con-
tinue to live in the heat and humidity.
They left Manila on a Monday in Feb-

ruary 1985. When they left Manila, the
thermometer read ninety degrees. On
arrival in Minneapolis, the temperature
was three degrees. By Wednesday, it
was fourteen degrees below zero.
Six months later, Bob got a teaching

job at the school their daughter at-
tended. He worked there two years.
Following that, the associate pastor of
a church nearby told Bob about their
library of audiobooks for the blind.

ductor response (legs turned inward)
and was hypertonic (rigid muscles).
The Greens were told she might never
walk and could suffer from learning
disabilities. Instead, Elizabeth’s condi-
tion steadily improved. She learned to
walk and showed no signs of learning
difficulties. 
By the time Elizabeth was three

years old, Carolyn was wondering how
to teach her to pray. Carolyn agreed to
teach Vacation Bible School, hoping
to learn more about prayer. 
The training for VBS teachers fo-

cused not on lesson plans, as Carolyn
had expected, but on the spiritual
preparation of the teachers. That
made Carolyn very nervous. She re-
luctantly went through the five-day
plan of salvation. At the end of the fifth
day, she decided to visit her Christian
neighbor, wanting to know exactly
what it meant to be a Christian. At the
end of the evening, Carolyn received
Christ as her Saviour.
Carolyn’s faith came as Paul de-

scribed in I Corinthians 3:6: “I have
planted, Apollos watered; but God
gave the increase.” Many people had
been involved in her decision.
About a month later, Bob came home

from work to find Carolyn at home with
their friend from a local church. Bob
asked him how to love the Lord. His
friend answered, “Do what He says.”
“How?” asked Bob. “Read the Bible
and pray,” he answered. Bob prayed the
prayer of salvation and received Christ
as Lord on September 21, 1978.

PART II: GOD MOVES
Bob and Carolyn found a church

with strong Bible teaching and that
was closer to their home. That was the
beginning of their growth as new
Christians. They were the embodi-
ment of Jeremiah’s words in Jeremiah
29:13: “And ye shall seek me, and find
me, when ye shall search for me with
all your heart.” The pastor at their new
church explained things clearly and
patiently. Bob felt comfortable taking
notes in Braille during the service, his
stylus tapping in the quiet of the lis-
tening congregation.
Bob worked for an insurance compa-

ny, while Carolyn stayed home with their
daughter. When they found out about
an organization called Wycliffe Bible
Translators, Bob saw an opportunity to
work as a transcriber. He told God,
“Just don’t send us to the tropics, and
don’t make us work with blind people.”
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AMAZING Grace” always brought
tears to his eyes. Charles Colson

knew what it meant to be lost in sin and
then found by Jesus Christ. He called
Newton’s old song the prisoners’
hymn. Colson spoke from experience;
he too had been confined in prison.
Growing up in Boston, Charles

(Chuck) Colson was always a man of
action. As a high schooler during World
War II, he organized a fund-raiser that
raised enough money to buy the army a
jeep. He went on to college and then law
school before serving as a marine. As an
up-and-coming lawyer, Chuck eventu-
ally left his firm to become Special
Counsel for President Richard Nixon.
Chuck proved himself to be an en-

ergetic liaison to special interest
groups whose support the president
needed to pass his agenda. Colson
eagerly lobbied and worked all the le-
gal angles for the president. He wrote,
“I was valuable to the President . . . be-
cause I was willing . . . to be ruthless
in getting things done” (Born Again,
Spire). Chuck earned a reputation as
Nixon’s hatchet man, evil genius, and
planner of dirty tricks. It supposedly
was said of Colson that he would
“walk over his own grandmother if he
had to.”
Although raised in a nominally reli-

gious background, Chuck had never
known Jesus in a personal way. His
upbringing in church certainly did not
seem to translate into his everyday life
and morals.
The merry-go-round of political in-

trigue stopped abruptly on March 1,
1974, when Charles Colson was in-
dicted for conspiring to cover up the
Watergate burglaries. Something like
this had never been part of his game
plan for his career.
God had sent a few Christian men

who came alongside Chuck at this low
point of his life. Tom Phillips, a suc-
cessful businessman, had been
Chuck’s friend for many years. The
two had discussed the claims of Christ
often, but Chuck had always made ex-
cuses for not taking the issue serious-
ly. He thought he had been living on

top of the world.
This time, Chuck knew he needed a

Saviour. When Phillips gave him a copy
of C. S. Lewis’s Mere Christianity, Col-
son eagerly read it. The result was his
acceptance of Jesus Christ into his life.
Tom introduced Chuck to a small

prayer group that included a couple of
senators and congressmen. At first, they
were hesitant to accept the “new” Col-
son. Before long, they realized his sin-
cerity. They upheld him in prayer and
nurtured his spiritual growth. These men
became Chuck’s closest friends for the
rest of his life.
As major news outlets found out

about Colson’s conversion, he faced
ridicule. Many felt it was a ploy to help
his case. Colson’s attitude was com-
pletely changed now. He knew he was
not guilty of the charges against him,
but he was guilty of other charges that
were just as serious. He pleaded guilty
and was sentenced to prison.
His seven months in an Alabama

prison were eye-opening and hum-
bling. No longer an important person
(in his own mind, at least), Chuck was
just a number. He immediately saw the
hopeless lives of his fellow prisoners
and realized that without the Lord in
his life, he too would be without hope.
Life behind those walls was danger-
ous and tightly regimented.
The old Chuck would not have been

interested in even knowing those he
considered losers. The new Chuck
found the Lord opening his eyes and
heart to the men.
Through personal sharing and car-

ing for the men, Chuck began to know
them as people. They opened up to
him; a few began joining him for prayer
and Bible study. They enjoyed fellow-
ship as one by one they came to know
Christ as Saviour.
Colson’s time in prison brought

about dramatic changes in his life af-
ter his release. No longer interested in
his former lifestyle, he founded Prison
Fellowship in 1976. It began as a dis-
cipleship program for convicts. They
were allowed to go to Washington,
D.C., for two weeks of training. They

then would go back to become Bible
study leaders in their prisons.
Although the program had good suc-

cess, it did not reach as many prisoners
as Prison Fellowship would have liked.
When one of the governors would not
allow the prisoners to travel out-of-
state, he suggested it would be better if
Prison Fellowship came to them.
This suggestion brought about a

paradigm shift for Prison Fellowship.
Leaders of the group, including Col-
son, traveled all over the United States
to bring the good news to prisoners
wherever they could. Chuck made it
his practice to be in prison on Easter
Sunday every year to worship his risen
Saviour and have Easter dinner with
the inmates. He and his men visited
The Hole (solitary confinement) to pray
on their knees with the lonely men
whose only “window” was a knee-lev-
el slit the size of a mail slot.
Over the years, Prison Fellowship ex-

panded to 113 countries (www.
christianpost.com). The largest outreach
to prisoners and ex-prisoners and their
families, Prison Fellowship has changed
countless people’s lives. Project Angel
Tree is an annual drive to give gifts to
children of those in prison. Because he
saw firsthand the injustices done to pris-
oners, Colson worked for prison reform.
Colson wrote over thirty books, sell-

ing five million copies. He regularly
wrote a column for Christianity Today
that focused on contemporary issues
from a Christian worldview. He regu-
larly spoke before secular audiences
about ethics and the need for a foun-
dation of moral absolutes in society.
In 1991, Chuck began BreakPoint, a

daily radio commentary, to provide a
Christian view on news and trends. It
airs in the United States on more than
1,400 radio stations.
In 1993, Colson received the Tem-

pleton Prize for Progress in Religion.
He donated the one million dollar
award to scholarships for former pris-
oners to study for the ministry and also
to begin the Chuck Colson Center, a
networking center to equip Christians
to reach out all over the world.
At age eighty, Chuck Colson went to

be with the Lord. “The real legacy of my
life was my biggest failure—that I was an
ex-convict. My greatest humiliation—
being sent to prison—was the beginning
of God’s greatest use of my life; He
chose the one thing in which I could not
glory for His glory” (www.good
reads.com). God changed Chuck 
Colson and used him for good. �

Testimonies of Faith

God Used Him for Good
BY JUDY CARLSEN
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she died, her bones would rot in her
grave. The sad truth is that many peo-
ple’s goal in life is to obtain all they can
while they are alive because death will
result in nothing but a cold, lonely
grave. These people often attend Sun-
day morning church services because
of guilt, family obligation, or perhaps
for social and/or business networking
reasons, not out of a heart of devotion
and service to God. “Don’t wanna be
a Sadducee ’cause they’re so sad you
see.”
Finally, the song states, “I just want

be a sheep! Baa, baa, baa, baa.” In the
Bible, a sheep represented a follower
of Jesus. In John 10:27-28, Jesus stat-
ed, “My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me: and I
give unto them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand.”
What does it mean for us to be

sheep? First, it does not mean trying
to live up to some standard of per-
formance or perfection, whether our
own or someone else’s. It is not going
to church on Sunday morning and
then living according to our own de-
sires the rest of the week.
Being a sheep means talking to God

daily (cf. I Thess. 5:17) and listening to
Him speak to us through His Word or
through the impressions He gives to
our hearts. It means seeking His wis-
dom (cf. Jas. 1:5) and making choices
that please and honor Him.
Being a sheep means forgiving

those who have hurt us just as we are
forgiven by Him (cf. Col. 3:13). It
means treating others as we would like
to be treated.
Being a sheep means being thank-

ful and grateful (cf. I Thess. 5:18), real-
izing that all we have and hope for
comes from His hand (cf. Jas. 1:7). It
means remembering that the God of
the mountain is still God in the valley
and trusting that all things are working
together for our good (cf. Rom. 8:28).
Finally, being a sheep means believing
that nothing can separate us from the
love of God (cf. Rom. 8:38-39) and
knowing that as His children, we will
not perish but have everlasting life (cf.
John 3:16).
I just want to be a sheep! Do you

want to be a sheep too? �

in them therefore come and be healed,
and not on the sabbath day.”
Yes, the Pharisees were certainly

keepers of the Law; they also believed
that if they were good enough, God
would reward them in the afterlife. Do
we see people like that today? Yes, we
do. When asked why they think they
will go to heaven after they die, some
people say that it is because they are
good, moral people, kind to others,
and obedient to the Ten Command-
ments. These people believe that they
are saved by their works.
The Pharisees were also perfection-

ists. They spent their lives in an endless
pursuit of perfection in everything that
they or others did. They thought that if it
was not perfect, it was not good enough. 
Do we have perfectionists today?

We certainly do! They believe that oth-
ers judge them by the quality of their
work, and they are tyrannized by anx-
iety and anger when it does not meas-
ure up. In addition, they believe that
even God is angry with them for where
they lack. Their quest for that unat-
tainable perfection, rather than their
love for God, becomes their greatest
motivator, with the result that they too
believe that they are saved by works.
“Don’t wanna be a Pharisee, ’cause
they’re not fair you see.”
Next, according to the song, were

the “sad” Sadducees. They were the
priestly, aristocratic group of Jews who
believed only in the Pentateuch, the
first five books of the Old Testament.
They differed from the Pharisees in that
they did not believe in a resurrection or
the immorality of the soul. They main-
tained that human choices and actions
were free and unrestrained by divine in-
tervention. They saw Judaism as a tem-
ple-centered religion rather than a law-
centered way of life.
Should the Sadducees have been

“sad”? Yes, for their beliefs gave them
no hope! To them, this life was all there
was. There was no hope of heaven or
dread of hell—no anticipation of re-
wards or fear of punishment.
Do we find people like that today?

Oh, yes! I asked a neighbor years ago
whether she thought she would go to
heaven after she died. She said that
she did not believe in heaven or hell.
To her, this life was all there is. When

DON’T wanna be a Pharisee,
’Cause they’re not fair you see . . .
Don’t wanna be a Sadducee
’Cause they’re so sad you see . . .
I just wanna be a sheep! 
Baa, baa, baa, baa.

You might recognize these words
from “I Just Wanna Be a Sheep”
(Howard), a tune often sung by chil-
dren in Sunday school or at church
camps. The two groups mentioned in
the song, the Pharisees and the Sad-
ducees, were Jewish religious sects
whose opposition to Jesus was a per-
sistent theme in the Gospels of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. After
the time of Christ, we really do not hear
much about them; sadly, however, I
believe that the beliefs and practices
of the Pharisees and the Sadducees
are alive and well both inside and out-
side churches today.
First, according to the song, the

Pharisees were not fair. Generally, the
Pharisees are remembered as extrem-
ists in their application of oral and writ-
ten Jewish laws. They excluded those
who did not follow what they taught.
The Pharisees believed that God
would reward or punish them in the af-
terlife based on how well they had ad-
hered to the Ten Commandments and
the laws of the Torah. Their worship
consisted merely of formal religious
observances.
It is not surprising that the Pharisees

had many confrontations with Jesus.
For example, in Luke 6:1-5, they saw
His disciples picking grain to eat on
the Sabbath and asked Him why He
allowed them to do what was not law-
ful on the Sabbath.
Another time they observed Jesus

healing a man with a withered hand on
the Sabbath. Jesus perceived that the
Pharisees were thinking about charg-
ing Him with a crime. He said to them,
“I will ask you one thing; Is it lawful on
the sabbath days to do good, or to do
evil? to save life, or to destroy it?”
(Luke 6:9).
Again, we read in Luke 13:10-17

that the ruler of the synagogue, prob-
ably influenced by the Pharisees,
found Jesus in the synagogue on the
Sabbath healing a crippled woman.
He said to the people there, “There are
six days in which men ought to work:

What Do You Want to Be?
BY SANDRA REEG
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SMALL towns across America have
a few things in common. One is

that they do not have a lot of opportu-
nities or activities to keep teens busy or
present them with the gospel. In 1991,
Ken and Janet Winebark noticed that
teens in the surrounding towns were
lonely and bored. They needed Jesus.
Ken and Janet felt God pull on their
hearts to reach out to them.
They were given permission to use

the upstairs of an old fire station in
Richland, Pennsylvania (under the
auspices of a local Brethren church),
to start a youth ministry. Many people
in the church became prayer warriors
for the ministry. Some donated mon-
ey, but others wanted to do more.
They called the ministry On-Fire—a

perfect name for the little group. It
started with a handful of teens. One
was a fourteen-year-old named
Rochelle. Rochelle was such a joy.
She was positive and fun, and she
loved the Lord.
On-Fire started to grow in numbers

rather quickly, bringing in some local
volunteers. A young couple, John and
Sharon Kline, were dairy farmers with
five young boys, and they wanted to
be more involved.
Teens loved to attend and started to

invite their friends. By 1993, On-Fire
had significantly outgrown the fire sta-
tion. A very generous church only one
town over in Myerstown, Pennsylva-
nia, allowed the use of their gymnasi-
um on Wednesday nights for On-Fire
to continue their ministry.
The gymnasium was the perfect lo-

cation for teens from the surrounding
towns. It was able to hold a very large
number of teens and volunteers, and it
included a back room with couches
where kids could sit and talk and hang
out. Some local businesses and food
banks donated snacks for kids to eat,
and snacks and sodas were also avail-
able to purchase.
God grew the ministry. With larger

numbers of teens attending, more
godly volunteers came to assist in the
ministry. God placed His hands on all
who were volunteers. Many were from
different church backgrounds, but
God used them to connect with teens.
They built strong relationships with
each one of the teens and led many to
the Lord. With more people becoming
involved, a lot more planning began for
what the future might hold. They all
spent time in prayer.
Over the years, more of the teens

attending were from non-Christian

homes, some of which never attend-
ed church. This ministry was different
from your average church youth min-
istry. In 1999, Ken and Janet felt
called to move to Texas with their
family. The Brethren church asked
John Kline to be the director of On-
Fire, and they began to form a board
of directors.
The ministry was continuing to

grow. In 2002, the board of directors
decided to form On-Fire Youth Min-
istry, Incorporated. It was made into a
parachurch ministry so that they
would become more community-
minded and not be looked at as hav-
ing a narrow ministry focus.
The board of directors, along with

John Kline, saw the need to expand
the ministry into the community more.
They were beginning to outgrow the
gymnasium. They had 100 percent
support from local churches and the
help of the community. On-Fire had
hosted a number of community out-
reaches and was becoming very well-
known.
In 2003, an old, run-down building

on Main Avenue in Myerstown, along
with the home directly beside it on its
right, was purchased by the ministry.
They quickly began renovations, put-
ting on a roof and renovating a full
kitchen with a long snack bar and
equipment to make lots of food and
snacks for kids. They also added a
stage for speakers or musical groups
to minister and lots of open space with
couches and booths for teens and vol-
unteer staff to spend time with one an-
other. People and businesses donated
time and materials, all to be used with
the renovations and expansions of the
new building.
Some teens came after school or

with a parent to help demolish old
walls or sweep the floors. Everyone
was very excited about all the good
things happening in the ministry.
Enough of the renovations were done
by Christmastime of 2004. The volun-
teer staff looked back in awe. It was a

Missions

On-Fire for Jesus: The Story of 
On-Fire Youth Ministry

BY JANAH LITTLER

John and Sharon Kline
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dential home with an agricultural pro-
gram for troubled teens. Teens with
bad home lives or who are dealing with
difficult issues will be taught to work
through things but also to experience
the love of Jesus in a powerful way.
Some might wonder how a small-

town youth ministry made it onto the
map. I am not just a strong supporter
of On-Fire. I was also an On-Fire teen
myself. I started to attend at age four-
teen. When I graduated high school, I
was asked to become a volunteer staff
member. I grew up in church my entire
life, but there was something different
about this ministry. There were kids
from all sorts of backgrounds. I con-
nected with many of the staff and ad-
mired them greatly.
I hold in my heart dear memories of

all-nighters, hayrides, bonfires, week-
end retreats, conference trips, and
many more. Truly, God used On-Fire to
change me and help me love Him
more.
I was so excited when I became a

staff member. I wanted to do the same
things the other staff members had
done for me. I did not care whether I
worked with the kid with the roughest
reputation or the kindest soul; I want-
ed all of them to know the Lord. Some
of the other women and I held girls’ all-
nighters and events to spend time with
and encourage the young girls.
When I met the man who became

my husband, he decided to serve at
On-Fire too. In fact, it was on a Mon-
day night with the junior kids that he
spoke on Proverbs 31 and asked me
to be his wife. All the kids shouted and
clapped after I accepted. Many of
them never understood what a rela-
tionship centered on God was like. We
used that to speak to and encourage
many of the teens there.
As the years have gone by since On-

Fire Youth Ministry began, younger
kids have come, and older ones have
graduated to go off on new adven-
tures. Those who left were always re-
membered and missed. It has been a
regular occurrence for people to stop
in to say hello to the staff. Some have
been there from the beginning stages
of On-Fire; others have attended more
recently. Some went to college; some
joined the military. Some got other
jobs. Some got married. Some have
had children. Sadly, some have gone
astray. These come in and ask for
prayer or just need to talk to someone
they know and can trust to encourage

interested to come to an open house.
During the three weeks leading up to
it, they got the teens involved in paint-
ing and cleaning to get it ready.
I remember the night before the

open house. Many of the staff were
pulling an all-nighter to finish the final
touches. At one point, I stood with
Rochelle, who had been a volunteer
staff member since she graduated
from high school. Many others just
stopped and stood with us. We were
in awe. It finally was done!
At the open house, there was a time

of dedication to the Lord. The volun-
teers were full of joy and tears. Oh, the
wonderful things that would happen
next!
On-Fire has grown in so many ways.

They now have a few paid staff to take
some of the administrative, fund-rais-
ing, and leadership roles. Currently,
On-Fire owns a house on each side of
the youth outreach building. One is
used for offices, and the other is cur-
rently called Verna’s Family Center.
Verna is the mother of John Kline.

She has served in youth ministry for
over sixty years. Verna has been faith-
ful to On-Fire since its beginning and
has attended On-Fire faithfully each
time it was open and at special events.
Most kids call her “Grandma.” On-Fire
thought it fitting to name the building
after her.
Verna’s Family Center is used as a

place for teens to get one-on-one
counseling with a godly mentor. Teens
with families who are struggling in
many ways with things like divorce,
parents in jail, and other issues are
able to meet there. Many classes on
topics such as parenting are available.
On-Fire does not want to be just a
youth ministry but wants to change the
whole community for the Lord. Long
term, On-Fire wants to open a resi-

huge step and a huge blessing for their
ministry. Everyone involved was filled
with joy.
For Christmas 2004, they hosted a

celebration that included a dinner,
games, and more. They announced
that they were going to extend their
hours of operation because of the
larger numbers in attendance.
The building on Main Avenue would

have further renovations in the future,
but until then, they made Monday
nights from 6:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. junior
high night. On Wednesdays from 7:00
P.M. to 9:00 P.M., they would meet at the
original gym until the completion of the
new one, which would be for all ages.
On Thursdays from 6:00 P.M. to 9:00
P.M., senior high teens would meet.
On Sundays, they began to have a

morning church service at 11:00 A.M.
Teens who did not have a home
church and were not comfortable go-
ing to a regular church building would
not have to wake up early and would
be welcome to bring friends and fam-
ily members.
God had already laid some of the

groundwork to start the design of the
new gymnasium, which would be at-
tached to the back of the building. The
design included a full-size gymnasi-
um, a skate park, and a game room.
In the spring of 2008, On-Fire had

enough commitments and funds to
begin the next step in renovations.
Once again, people from the commu-
nity and local churches stepped in to
volunteer services and supplies to
build this new addition.
As a volunteer staff member, I recall

watching all the steps and hard work
going into the new project. In Decem-
ber 2008, we planned for the new
gymnasium to be completed. They
spread the word for parents, teens,
churches, and anyone else who was

On-Fire Youth Ministry, Inc.

(Continued on page 33)
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IWAS always considered the good
child in my family. Born the

youngest of three children in a small,
close-knit family, I grew up as the
stereotypical baby of the family.
My sister was the firstborn. Beauti-

ful and fashionable, she was always
pushing the limits. Modeling, compet-
itive horse showing—those were her
passions—always out there in the
forefront.
My brother, the middle child, was a

typical boy, getting into everything and
always getting caught doing the silly
kinds of things young boys do. I still
laugh, wondering how he came up
with the majority of his antics.
I was sweet and good-natured, liv-

ing in the little world I had made for
myself. My parents always encour-
aged our interests, and I had many—
dance, music, and art, among many
others.
My parents were strong Christians.

They were active in the church, but as
I grew older, there were very few kids
my age in our church. I did not have
Christian friends growing up. And
even though my siblings and I were
relatively close in age and had good
relationships with each other, our dif-
ferent friends and interests drew us to
different paths.
One year, when I was fourteen years

old, I went on my first missions trip
with a youth ministry for two months
during the summer. We traveled to the
Middle East, primarily Israel. The next
summer, I went to India. These trips
helped reinforce the teachings and be-
liefs that I had been taught by my fam-
ily. 
As I progressed through my teen

years, however, I was still isolated
from other people my age. I went to
church with my family every Sunday
but did not have anyone to really fel-
lowship with on a spiritual level. Com-
bine this with typical teenage experi-
ences, and it is really no surprise that
I began to drift away from what my
parents had taught me.
It was very gradual and subtle.

There were no warning signs—no sus-
picious activity, nothing really evident
with which to be concerned. But my
desire to follow God grew less and
less, and soon I was just a young
adult, living for myself—living to
please myself. I could quote the Bible
as well as anyone. I even got my Bible
out from time to time and said a prayer
before bed. But I rarely went to church.
When I turned nineteen, I began

looking for love. I really wanted to be
in a relationship. I moved away from
home, and even though I had friends
and family nearby, I wanted someone
special with whom to share my time—
to share my life.
People say church is a good place

to find someone, but I never thought of
that. Dating friends did not work out so
well, and I struck out with coworkers.
So I thought it would be a great idea to
try dating someone at my sister’s
work. She was a police officer at the
time, and she had some really attrac-
tive coworkers!
That is how I met him. He was an

enigma to me—a mystery man. He
was thirteen years older than I was and
was divorced with a young child. We
did not really have much in common,
other than a physical attraction to
each other. He was constantly disap-
pointing me and hurting me with his in-
difference, but I guess that is what in-
trigued me about him.
When I met him, I was still a virgin.

Living in the world and being a virgin
at my age was an embarrassing thing.
I still truly believed that intimacy before
marriage was wrong, but following
God’s ways was not as much a priori-
ty as being a “happy” and “normal”
young person.
For him, our relationship was noth-

ing but casual; but for me, he domi-
nated most of my thoughts and hopes
for the future. He once mentioned to
me that we could not be boyfriend and
girlfriend because we were not inti-
mate. He never pressured me, but I
thought that if we were to become in-
timate, he would be more willing to

take our relationship seriously—
maybe even marry me. 
Things did not go according to my

wishes. Instead of finally having a
meaningful relationship with the man I
wanted to love me, I found myself
walking alone down a road I never, ever
thought would be my path in life. At
twenty years old, I became pregnant.
A future as a single, unwed mother

was something I had never consid-
ered. It never occurred to me that this
would or could happen to me.
I considered the possibilities. I was

not staunchly prolife at the time, but an
abortion was never an option for me,
mentally or emotionally. The idea of
giving my baby away broke my heart.
So I decided that the best thing to do
was keep it.
One of the first things I did was to

call the father to let him know. I had no
idea what his reaction would be. I can
still remember his words during that
phone call. After I told him, his re-
sponse was “Well, my life is ruined
now.”
The callousness of his response

shocked me. It angered me and hurt
me. I hung up the phone and cried.
Subsequent conversations did not go
any better. He told me that he would
do what was legally required of him
but nothing more, and to this day he
has kept his word. He and our child
have never met.
My next step was to tell my sister.

She was shocked, of course, but sup-
portive. I told her I needed her to be
with me when I told our parents. I sim-
ply could not face that task alone.
We made arrangements to get to-

gether for lunch one afternoon and
met at a restaurant. My sister and her
husband were there, along with my
parents. When I said there was some-
thing I needed to talk to them about,
my sister and brother-in-law got up
from the table and left. I could not be-
lieve that they had left me alone, then
of all times! My father jokingly said,
“What, you’re pregnant?” 
I answered, “Well, actually, I am.”

Adults

He Came to Heal the Sick
BY CHRISTINE FUTRELL
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course of my life in many ways. Look-
ing back, I can see now that getting
pregnant brought me to a place where
I was ready to turn my life over to the
Lord.
Before I got pregnant, I was living

my life for me and my pleasure. I cared
little for the ways and desires of God,
even though I knew about them. I was
young and busy doing my own thing.
However, a microscopic joining of

cells changed all that. It stopped
everything in my life and made me ask
myself over and over again, “What am
I doing?” It was a massive spiritual
wake-up call. God wanted my atten-
tion, and I took notice.
Matthew 9:12-13 says, “They that

be whole need not a physician, but
they that are sick. But go ye and learn
what that meaneth, I will have mercy,
and not sacrifice: for I am not come to
call the righteous, but sinners to re-
pentance.”
Jesus knew the sickness of my spir-

it. He knew that I needed Him and that
no other earthly healer could save me.
He could have chosen any way He
wanted to change the course of my life
and turn me from sin, but in all His in-
finite wisdom, He knew the path that
my own sin had led me down.
Getting pregnant was the catalyst

that brought me to turn my life over to
God. The road to repentance can be
very hard, and the path to redemption
is at times rocky and steep. But Jesus
was there for me every step of the way.
There is no life situation or bad choice
that God cannot redeem.
There are many wonderful truths

that God teaches us in the Bible, as
well as many awesome examples and
teachings from the life of Jesus, but
this one is very special to me. Like so
many others, it is profound in its sim-
plicity.
Jesus did not come to this earth for

the godly. He came to heal the hurting,
the broken, and the sick; and we are
all sick, broken, and hurting souls. We
are all in need of a Healer, and that is
why Jesus willingly let the blood flow
from His body as He became the aton-
ing sacrifice for our sins. It was His
love for us that turned Him into a ser-
vant, and it was this same love that
made Him give His life for the re-
demption of our souls and the healing
of our hearts.
Again, remember that no matter

what situation you find yourself in,
God can redeem it. In time, He will
make your life a thing of beauty. �

Then there was silence. My father
did not speak. I do not think he could
speak. He just shrugged his shoulders
and looked down at the table. My
heart was racing. I was so nervous—
and afraid.
My mother broke the silence and

said, “Well, the only option is to give
the baby up for adoption.” 
But then my father said one of the

most surprising things I have ever
heard him say. He replied, “No, I don’t
think that is what we want to do.” I do
not remember anything else about
that lunch, but my father’s response
will be etched into my memory until
the day I die.
After lunch, my mother gave me a

big hug and told me they would sup-
port me and the baby. I was so grate-
ful to have this episode behind me, but
I was even more grateful to have the
love and support of my parents!
The next major task was to tell my

grandparents. This was by far the
hardest conversation I have ever had
in my life. My grandparents were very
conservative—in life and in religion.
But what made it so hard was the fact
the I had to shatter their perception of
me. I was no longer the good, sweet,
and loving baby granddaughter on
whom they had doted. I was now the
wayward, soon-to-be-single mother
who had been making very bad choic-
es  in her life.
When I told them I was pregnant,

they had such confused looks on their
faces. They really did not believe me at
first. When it finally sunk in, my grand-
father cried. It was so horrible! But they
too assured me that they still loved me
and that they would love my baby.
My entire family was very loving and

supportive. It is a great testament to
their dedication and love that they did
not cast me out and abandon me for
what I had done. I can never repay this
debt of love that I owe them. It shaped
my future and the future of my child. I
do not know where we would be now
if my family had turned their backs on
us all those years ago.
With sin comes guilt. My guilt was

obvious for everyone to see, because
it is very hard to hide a pregnancy. I
struggled through very intense nega-
tive emotions like guilt, shame, rejec-
tion, and sadness. I could not forgive
myself for the hurt I had done to my-
self, my child, my family, and others. I
struggled with these feelings for a very
long time.
But my situation changed the

them. No matter what some have gone
through, they know they can come to
On-Fire. There is a safe feeling and
presence there.
Many of the staff, especially John,

still get phone calls and visits. One
day in the fall of 2013, his cell phone
rang very early in the morning. John
was attending to his cows in the
barn when he saw a number he did
not recognize on his phone’s display.
He answered, and a man responded.
He said, “John, you might not re-
member who I am, but I need some-
one to talk to.”
John instantly knew who it was. It

was a young man he had not seen or
spoken to in over ten years. The man
was a sergeant in the military. He was
broken and hurt, and he knew he
needed Jesus. They talked for a while,
and he asked John to pray with him. It
had been over ten years since some-
one had prayed with him.
Personally, I feel blessed when I get

one of those calls. You see, all the
hours and all the sacrifices people
have given for this ministry could nev-
er be measured. It has been worth it
all. The work there has not been for
nothing. God’s seed is planted in the
entire community—one person, one
family, one town at a time.
The godly influence of On-Fire has

even spread across the globe. A
number of On-Fire students have tak-
en the gospel overseas, doing mis-
sions work and representing Christ in
other countries. The value and en-
durance of the Christ-centered influ-
ence of this small ministry cannot be
overstated, as teens who were saved
out of troubled homes are presenting
the gospel to other hurting youths.
For the first time in their lives, those
teens are real iz ing true heal ing
through the only one who can fully
heal them—Jesus Christ.
It is our job as believers to pray for

ministries not just in other countries
but also in our towns. This especial-
ly includes On-Fire Youth Ministry.
Over 700 different teens walked
through the doors in the year of 2013,
and the numbers are growing every
year. God has a mighty plan for this
ministry! �

On-Fire for Jesus: The Story of 
On-Fire Youth Ministry

(Continued from page 31)
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Q. Is the Sabbath Day on Saturday or
Sunday?
A. Your question has received much
attention in books and articles for a
long time. The short answer to this
question is Saturday. The Sabbath
Day that the Lord God instituted for
the children of Israel has always been
Saturday. The Bible never indicates
that Israel’s Sabbath Day observance
has ever changed since it was first in-
stituted in the book of Exodus. 
Because the Lord rested on the sev-

enth day of Creation (Gen. 2:2), Israel
was to observe a day of rest. Under the
Mosaic Law, God’s special people were
following God’s example by observing
a Sabbath Day. God instituted this day
by direct command and for the benefit
of those who would keep it.
Moses instructed Israel about gath-

ering and eating manna when God
provided food for them after they left
Egypt. Moses wrote that the Lord had
said, “To morrow is the rest of the holy
sabbath unto the Lord” (Exod. 16:23).
“Six days ye shall gather it; but on the
seventh day, which is the sabbath, in
it there shall be none” (vs. 26).
“Sabbath” and “rest” in Exodus

16:23 come from the same root word
(shabbath) in the Hebrew language of
the Old Testament. That word contains
echoes of the Hebrew word for “sev-
en” (sheba). God gave the Sabbath
Day, which is the seventh day of the
week, as a day of rest for the good of
the people of Israel.
The fourth commandment in Exo-

dus 20:8-11 supports this conclusion.
The Ten Commandments are part of
the Mosaic Law given to Israel.
A wonderful passage in Exodus 31 re-

veals the purpose of the Sabbath Day:
“Speak thou also unto the children of Is-
rael, saying, Verily my sabbaths ye shall
keep: for it is a sign between me and you
throughout your generations; that ye
may know I am the Lord that doth sanc-
tify you” (vs. 13). Verse 17 states, “It is a
sign between me and the children of Is-
rael for ever: for in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, and on the sev-
enth day he rested, and was refreshed.”
God gave the Sabbath to Israel as a

sign of their covenantal relationship
with Him in the Mosaic Law. When He
was on earth, Jesus obeyed all the
righteous requirements of the Law and
therefore observed the Sabbath Day.
The New Testament records for us a

day of the week that, for Christians,
took the place of the Jewish Sabbath
Day. Revelation 1:10 states, “I [John]
was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and
heard behind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet.” This day became observed
as the Christian Sabbath Day, be-
cause on it, Jesus Christ rose from the
dead (Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke
24:1; John 20:1). Throughout the
Christian world, Sunday has replaced
Saturday as the Sabbath Day.
After the birth of the church on the Day

of Pentecost, things began to change.
Notice the accepted church practices in
the last verses of Acts 2. They continued
daily with one accord in the temple and
went from house to house praising God
with gladness and simplicity of heart.
When Paul, who was the apostle of

change, arrived in Troas near the end of
his third journey, the church met on Sun-
day (Acts 20:7). Prior to this, Paul had
written to the Corinthian believers that
they should prepare their offerings on
the first day of the week (I Cor. 16:2). A
few years later, Paul reminded the
Colossian believers that they were com-
plete in Christ, not deficient under the
Mosaic Law (Col. 2:11-17). What is dif-
ferent because of Jesus and the new
covenant is that the Law’s power to con-
demn no longer threatens the Christian.
The Law and the practice of keeping the
former Jewish Sabbath Day is not (or
ever was) a means of salvation.
Jesus Christ fulfilled the requirements

of the Law, but that does not mean
Christians must not obey it. The Law,
the Ten Commandments in particular, is
a moral guide obeyed by the Christian
out of love for God. The Spirit helps the
Christian obey the Law. A day of rest is
still in place for Christians, and because
of Jesus, the believer can meet the full
requirements of all the Law.
Have you ever wondered why we

have seven days in the week? Even

Book Reviews

Graham, Billy. The Reason for My Hope.
Nashville, Tennessee: Nelson, 2013.

AT the age of ninety-five, the well-
known gospel-preaching evan-

gelist provided us with this published
testimony of his hope and the reason
for it. He has proclaimed that message
in more than 185 countries.
The titles of the chapters touch on

the essentials of the believer’s salva-
tion, his only hope for heaven and
home. Billy describes his own salva-
tion experience first. He then moves
into the subjects of redemption, sin,
victory in Christ, and the price Christ
paid for it.
The cross of Christ is given in this

book as the only solution for man’s re-
demption. Also, the absolute necessi-
ty of personal faith and trust for the
great salvation Christ has provided for
all is made clear. He is our only hope!

Branon, Dave. A Story Is Told. Grand Rapids,
Michigan: Discovery House Publishers
(affiliated with Radio Bible Class Min-
istries), 2012.

The subtitle of this book summa-
rizes the book’s intent and content: In-
spiring Stories and Illustrations from
Our Daily Bread. In this book, you will
find over fifty topics and a sampling of
the most helpful and inspiring devo-
tionals from past publications of Our
Daily Bread.
A sampling of topics included in this

easy-to-use book include anger,
Christmas, courage, death, family,
grace, money, pride, resurrection,
thankfulness, and many more.
Each of the subjects is introduced

with a Scripture reference and a por-
tion of the passage of Scripture. For
example, under anger you will find “No
Grudges after Sundown,” “History of a
Murder,” “Peacemakers,” “Danger:
Explosives,” and “Going Straight.”
The topics are filled with illustrations
and examples that make for inspiring
stories and instruction.
Three hundred stories are given,

and all of them provide enjoyment and
illustrations. This book will help par-
ents as they train their children in the
fear and admonition of the Lord. Sun-
day school teachers and educators
will find this volume most helpful. I
heartily recommend it! �

—Robert P. Lightner.

Counseling Corner

Our Special Day
BY DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.

(Continued on page 37)
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single question: is there a God?” 
Historically speaking, Taunton also

convincingly argued that “proponents
of a society free from religious influ-
ence can point to no nation or civiliza-
tion that was focused upon atheism
that we might call even remotely good.
The story of those regimes (e.g., the
Soviet Union, Nazi Germany, etc.) is
well documented and may be summa-
rized in a word—murderous” (“The
Rally for Nothing in Particular”).
Consider one other observation: An

atheist sees no eternal value or worth
to a human being. Thus, why does it
matter what happens to a human or
what the state does to further its inter-
ests? After all, the USSR and Nazi Ger-
many viewed humans as mere instru-
ments, a means to an end—their
totalitarian end (Eckman, “Reflections
on the New Atheism,” Issues in Per-
spective, www.graceuniversity.edu).
Taunton made one final observation

in “The Rally for Nothing in Particular”
about young atheists who gather in
their rallies to celebrate atheism. “So
as the rally for nothingness meets to
celebrate, well, nothing in particular,
reflect for a moment on the world they
would give us. One need not imagine
it. It has been done.”
Both the new atheism and genuine,

biblical Christianity are sincere. But, as
Taunton argued, “sincerity does not
trump truth. After all, one can be sin-
cerely wrong. But sincerity is indispen-
sable to any truth we wish others to be-
lieve. There is something winsome,
even irresistible, about a life lived with
conviction.” As an example of this, con-
sider a familiar historic event from the
eighteenth century that Taunton also in-
cluded in “Listening to Young Atheists.”
The famous Scottish philosopher and
skeptic David Hume was in a crowd lis-
tening to George Whitefield preach.
Whitefield was the key preacher of the
First Great Awakening in America.
Hume had a short exchange with an-
other in the listening crowd.
“I thought you didn’t believe in the

Gospel,” the man asked Hume.

3. They believed that their churches
offered superficial answers to life’s
difficult questions. When asked
what they found unconvincing
about the Christian faith, they spoke
of evolution versus creation, sexual-
ity, the reliability of the biblical text,
Jesus as the only way, and so on.
Others hoped to find answers to
questions about personal signifi-
cance, life’s purpose, and ethics.
For them, church services were
largely shallow, harmless, and ulti-
mately irrelevant.

4. They expressed their respect for
those ministers who took the
Bible seriously. These students
expected deep-seated convic-
tions that stemmed from the Bible
and presumed that Christians
would try to convert them. If they
did not try, then “Why do you be-
lieve it is true?” was common!

5. The ages fourteen through seven-
teen were decisive years for youths
to become atheists. For most athe-
ists, it was during their high school
years that they embraced unbelief.

6. The decision to embrace unbelief
was often an emotional one for
most atheists. Amazingly, the deci-
sion was often not only rational but
a “deeply emotional transition” as
well. Personal, emotionally trau-
matic situations were often deci-
sive (for example, an emotionally
or physically abusive father or a
loved one’s death).

7. The Internet factored heavily into
their conversion to atheism. Vague
references to certain videos
watched online were common.

Taunton wrote that the New Atheism
has become a kind of church: “A Church
of Unbelief complete with a saint
(Christopher Hitchens), a high priest
(Richard Dawkins), and holy writ (any-
thing Dawkins writes)” (“The Rally for
Nothing in Particular,” www.foxnews.
com). But Taunton stated that unlike
Christianity, atheism “has no creed, no
principles, and can give no guidance. It
is but to have a settled disposition on a

MANY today speak of the “New
Atheism,” which is best repre-

sented in the writings of Richard
Dawkins, Sam Harris, Daniel C. Den-
nett, and the late Christopher Hitch -
ens. They have collectively become
known as the “Four Horsemen of the
New Atheism.” In many ways, they
have not made any new arguments in
their defense of atheism, but there is
an obvious militancy about these indi-
viduals, especially Richard Dawkins.
One of the more significant dimen-

sions of this new atheism phenomenon
is that former Christians, many of them
teens and young adults who have come
from Christian homes, are expressing
an interest in atheism, with some even
converting to this worldview.
Larry Alex Taunton of the Fixed Point

Foundation has endeavored to bridge
the gap between Christians and athe-
ists in a spirit of gentleness and mutual
respect. Taunton recently launched a
nationwide campaign to interview col-
lege students who are members of
Secular Student Alliances (SSA) or
Freethought Societies (FS). Taunton ar-
gued that “these college groups are the
atheist equivalent of Campus Crusade:
They meet regularly for fellowship, en-
courage one another in their (un)belief
and even proselytize. They are people
who are not merely irreligious; they are
actively, determinedly irreligious” (“Lis-
tening to Young Atheists: Lessons for a
Stronger Christianity,” www.theat-
lantic.com, June 6, 2013).
In the same article, Taunton sum-

marized the results of his revealing re-
search, which is quite important for
those involved in church youth min-
istry today.
1. Most atheists had at one time at-

tended church. Taunton discov-
ered that most participants had
chosen atheism in reaction to
Christianity.

2. The mission and message of the
churches they had attended were
vague. They did not see their
churches proclaiming the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ and their rel-
evance to the world.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths

Teens and the New Atheism
BY JAMES P. ECKMAN, PH.D.

(Continued on page 39)
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THIS is so messed up, Carmen 
thought as she unpacked her box-

es. Had she been in a better mood, she
would actually have admired the misty
green, freshly painted room with the
dainty, sunflower-patterned curtains
floating with the breeze in the window
that faced the basketball court.
She paused to look out where the

kids from the apartment complex gath-
ered to hang out at the end of the day
and most of the weekend, from what
she had observed, as they directed the
movers on Saturday. Her father’s com-
pany transfer had dragged her here,
away from her friends back where she
really called it “home”; back where her
best friends had huddled in her room to
share the latest gossip or read the lat-
est magazines. Mom had said that she
would make new friends here, but she
doubted that it would ever be the same.
She sighed as she placed books in

her bookcase. One thing was for sure—
Amy, Jackie, and she had buffered
each other against the popular kids at
school, who thought they were nerds.
Now she stood alone. She had made
up her mind that she would find a way
to get in with the kids everyone else
considered cool. They seemed to be
the very kids who were goofing around
just a few feet from her window.
As she watched the local teenagers

gather, she noticed that the “cool” kids
laughed a lot, pointing at one or another
of the other kids as they walked by and
making comments the others thought
were quite witty. Just being in a large
apartment complex where everyone
was in close proximity and out in the
open made her feel more self-conscious
than ever.
Well, OK then, she thought. Every-

thing is going to be new and unfamil-
iar. I will go with the flow as Mom al-
ways says. She thought she could
learn how to fit in with the popular
group for a change.
It did not take long for her to get an

opportunity. Within the week, her
neighbor and another girl invited her to
hang out with them. The next-door
neighbor was her age and had not
been there very long, either. Both of
them had the same goal.
It made Carmen feel better that she

was not alone in her pursuit. She stood
tentatively with them as the more self-
assured ones seemed to hold court.
After introductions, she listened care-
fully so that she too could learn to join
in with the carefree banter. Melissa,
being somewhat new to the group as
well, exhibited awkwardness standing
next to her, which ironically put Car-
men more at ease.
Melissa spotted a teenage boy car-

rying a package for an older lady. She
turned to the others with a mocking
expression and said, “Hey, it looks like
he could use some help with those
pimples—unless his species is spot-
ted!” She looked around as though
she thought she had been quite clever.
The others looked at her, snickering
derisively, and turned back to the core
group. Hmmm, Carmen thought. It’s
not an easy gang to impress.
It did not take long for Carmen to fig-

ure out that the “witty” comments their
group made were all about putting peo-
ple down or making some kind of snide
remark as they passed by. She
squirmed a little as she stood with
them, trying to act as though she found
their conversation natural. She had put
together an outfit she thought would
make her fit in, but her expressions of
mockery did not fit as well, for Dad and
Mom had taught her respect for all peo-
ple. She told herself that the com-
ments, though unkind, were accurate
observations. If she spoke softly,
maybe she could impress these kids
without anyone else hearing. It was not
as if she were out to hurt anybody.
On the way back to the apartment,

she asked Melissa whether the group of
girls always made fun of others. Mel, as
she preferred to be called, replied with
a nervous laugh. “Yeah, pretty much.”
“Are you comfortable with that? My

dad and mom wouldn’t like the way
they talk about people. They wouldn’t
like it if they heard me talking that way.
I know you go to church too. I saw your
Bible when my dad borrowed a ham-
mer. What would your parents think?”
“They wouldn’t be happy, either, but

then they don’t understand. If I didn’t do
what they do, I would be excluded from
the other cool stuff they do—like having
pizza parties, playing volleyball, and
hanging out at the community pool. I
figure I need to be less scared to say it
like it is because being outrageously
clever seems to be the only way to be
considered part of this group. If that is
the way to be cool around them, then I
need to bend a little, don’t you think?”
Carmen hesitated and then said,

“Well, I guess. What you said was not
that awful. Maybe I need to be less up-

Teenagers
Cool Carmen

BY DARLENE R. MILLER
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close to their residence. They decided
that God had put them together to
form a friendship that might offset the
atmosphere of negativity. They could
begin a group that would perform ran-
dom acts of kindness. 
Before long, they had several kids

who moved from house to house over
to watch movies together and eat pop-
corn or pizza. They visited each other’s
youth groups for social events. Amy
and Jackie came for a visit over Christ-
mas, making the original threesome a
foursome, with Mel being drafted in as
another “Best Friend Forever!”
As for the group of cool kids, they

made a major mistake by saying
something derogatory to a new lady
they saw one day. For some reason,
they got particularly rowdy in their
mocking witticisms, only to find out
that the lady was the new apartment
building manager! Each of the parents
were addressed with an admonition
that any further rudeness would mean
banning their children from congregat-
ing on the property.
At the end of school, Mel and Car-

men gathered a group of friends from
school and the apartment complex and
arranged with the manager to organize
a picnic with games and goodies after-
ward. Her son, Curtis, joined them. Car-
men and Mel looked at each other in
amazement when he told them, “My
mom said you are the coolest kids here.
I think she’s right!” �

looked to see who we were talking
about. It was my cousin. She wears a
scarf because she has no hair. She just
finished chemo. Oh, Carmen! What
have I done? When I told them why she
had the scarf, they said she should
stay home until she grows some hair
and not make people look at ugly
things. They have no heart. I would
never hurt her for all the world! I’m go-
ing in to tell her how sorry I am. I hope
she forgives me. I’ll see you later.”
Carmen looked at the crowd of girls

standing nearby, oblivious to the pain
they had just caused. She remem-
bered how Psalm 1:1, which she had
read just that morning, talked about
“the man that walketh not in the coun-
sel of the ungodly.” It was a choice she
had to make. It might mean she and
Mel would be targets of the group’s
ridicule. It might mean being lonely or
considered uncool. But was it worth it
to be considered clever, witty, and
popular at the expense of others? Was
it a price she wanted to pay? Maybe
more than thinking about whether she
could change to fit in, she should con-
sider whether she even wanted to be
identified with them.
As she stood there, a rush of anger

at her parents surfaced, but she im-
mediately thought of something else.
Back at her previous home and neigh-
borhood, she might never have had to
face a situation like this; that much
was true. Maybe this was a good
thing. It was a lesson that brought
home what her parents and her Bible
reading were trying to teach her. How
much better to learn by experience
what those things meant so that she
could develop the ability to make her
own right decisions!
“Thank You, Lord, for moving me

next to Melissa, who I know will be a
good friend. Thanks for teaching me
this lesson. Help me make the best of
this move and preserve the friendships
I have back home at the same time.”
She turned to go back to her room

with a backward glance over her shoul-
der. No one even noticed her standing
there. She would call Amy, and they
would tie in Jackie for a three-way call.
Then she would go help Mom put away
some of the things out of the household
boxes. It might make up for being sulky
for the last few weeks.
When she finally got to talk to Melis-

sa, she was relieved to find that her
cousin had eventually accepted her
apology. They had talked over their
stance with the kids who hung out so

tight about it. See you later.”
As she walked into her room, her

eyes rested on the wristband Mom had
given her years ago. On it was printed
“WWJD”—What Would Jesus Do? She
lay on her bed as she thought about the
Jesus she knew. He was filled with
compassion and love. He told people
to encourage and build up one anoth-
er. Both kindness and gentleness were
His trademark. But then she rational-
ized the other girls’ behavior by think-
ing that Jesus also called out people in
His day. He called them harsh names
and exposed them for what they did.
He called some people “snakes.” What
harm could it do for her to poke a little
fun at people or to notice things about
them? She fell asleep with tears wetting
her pillow. She resented her parents all
the more for putting her in this position.
I just want to fit in somewhere! Is that
such a crime?
It took Carmen a while to put the fi-

nal touches on her bedroom. She
looked outside and saw the girls gath-
ered together, but she put off going out
until she had showered and put on dif-
ferent clothes. She had heard Sherry,
who seemed to be an unofficial leader,
say she would not be caught dead
wearing what one girl who walked by
was wearing. Carmen had a similar
outfit, so she tried to be more careful
about what she wore by watching
what the others were wearing before
she left her house. She could see Mel
with her back to the apartments. A girl
walked past wearing a scarf wrapped
tightly around her head. Carmen saw
Sherry toss her head with what she
knew by now was a smart comment.
Mel must have added a clever retort
because they all laughed.
Then Carmen saw Mel turn to see the

object of their derision. Mel’s face con-
torted in horror, and she sprinted after
the girl with tears streaming down her
face. Mel went to put her arms around
her, but the girl pushed her away. Mel
then turned to say something to the
group, but their response made disgust
register on her face.
Mel looked crushed and followed

the girl to her own apartment. Carmen
heard the door slam. She ran to her
door just in time to catch Melissa
standing forlornly outside her door.
“Mel, what just happened?”
“Oh, Carmen. They were razzing

someone just behind me, and I wanted
to finally have them think I was just as
clever as they are; so I really bellowed
out some smart-alecky thing. Then I

those who do not believe in the God of
Creation keep a week of seven days.
Since we accept that God created the
week, should we not set aside one of
those days for God? By doing that, we
follow the Lord’s example.
Israel was to rest on Saturday as a

sign of their relationship with God and
for their own good by God’s command-
ment. Believers should be no less com-
mitted to the Lord’s Day each week. �

Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counsel-
ing Corner, Union Gospel Press,
P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio
44101, or e-mail us at theoed@union
gospelpress.com (subject line:
Counseling Corner).

Our Special Day

(Continued from page 34)
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AWORD fitly spoken is like apples of
gold in pictures of silver” (Prov.

25:11).
Whose appetite is not stirred by the

sight of a golden delicious apple pol-
ished to a high shine and nestled in a
silver bowl placed on a lace tablecloth?
God used Solomon, who wrote

much of Proverbs, to remind us of the
value and also the danger of spoken
words. Your last words may be the
most important ones you will speak.
As a teen, Nora soon regretted what

she said to her mother. Nora recalled
she was angry. “I remember yelling, ‘I
hate you!’ When I got home from
school that day, my mother was in the
hospital in a coma. She died before I
could say I was sorry.”
For years I have been trying to lo-

cate the author of a short poem I
learned in high school. Its words often
have helped me control my tongue:
“Boys flying kites haul in their
whitewinged birds. /You can’t do that
when you’re flying words. / Thoughts
unexpressed may sometimes fall back
dead,/But God Himself can’t kill them
once they’re said.”
Twin teenage girls and their father

were struck by lightning at a beach.
One girl was able to drag her twin into
the street and get help, which was near.
Their father took the brunt of the shock.
The beautiful fourteen-year-old

daughter tearfully told the media, “I was
so glad we had been talking about good
things together. My sister and I are very
close to each other and to our dad.”
Your local library probably has

books containing the final words of fa-
mous people. Often such words are
profound and well worth reading. The
Bible also records final words. For ex-
ample, the last statement by Jacob is
recorded in Genesis 49:1-33.
“Hi, Mom,” my son called one day

from his high school. He was between
classes. “I just wanted you to know I’m
sorry for what I said to you before I got
on the bus this morning. All the way to
school, I thought, What if those cross
words were the last ones I would re-
member saying to Mom?”
In a matter of seconds, I had forgiv-

en my son for the incident and forgot-

ten it. I do not now recall any details of
the spat (there were plenty of them as
our three teens grew up). But I still re-
member the sweet feeling of peace
when my son called to say that he was
sorry and that he loved me.
If you ever lose your voice because of

a severe cold, you will know the impor-
tance of choosing your words carefully.
Sometimes it is easier to say nothing
than to try to make other people under-
stand what you are straining to say.
Jim, the music director of our

church, recently underwent surgery to
remove a node from his vocal cords.
The surgeon did not allow him to
speak for three weeks. He was not
even to whisper. His doctor said whis-
pering is actually harder on the vocal
words than speaking.
Jim kept a pen and pad in his hand

wherever he went. “I learned to write
short sentences,” he said. “I found
that some things did not need to be
said at all. I also kept the phrase ‘I love
you’ on my pad and would point to it
with a smile when I talked with my wife
and kids.”
Today, Jim is back speaking and

singing, but he says the experience
had a life-changing effect on him.
Do you remember that old saying

someone would quote when name-
calling was involved? “Sticks and
stones may break my bones, but
names will never hurt me.” What a lie!
Bruises will heal, but the hurts from
unkind words, including name-calling,
may last a lifetime.
Each morning as you leave your

home, think about the option between
handing out beautiful golden apples or
rotten bananas. You can give long-
stemmed roses or a bunch of thistles.
You might speak some words that
brighten, encourage, and edify or words
that prick, dig, scratch, and disgust peo-
ple. The power of words is awesome.
“I’m just not the kind of person to

hand out nice words,” one teenager
stated when we were discussing the
value of words. “I think you should just
tell it like it is. If someone is nasty or
mean or rude to you, just give it back.”
It was easy to see why this particu-

lar girl had trouble making and keep-

ing friends. Her uncontrolled tongue
was full of barbs and angry speech.
True friends do not sugarcoat the

truth when it is necessary to confront
sin. But true friends also do not delib-
erately hurt people when silence is a
far better response.
Here is an actual, word-for-word con-

versation between two tenth graders
that someone overheard and recorded:
Teen #1: “Well, what are you saying?

Are you saying I shouldn’t have yelled
at him?”
Teen #2: (No words. He stacked his

textbooks and prepared to leave.)
Teen #1: “Then you’re saying I was

right in getting mad. Right?”
Teen #2: (Silence. Just a grave look.)
Teen #1: (Obviously angry.) “You’re

saying I was wrong. Maybe I should try
to find him and apologize? OK, I’ll do it.”
An odd thing about this one-sided

conversation was that the second
teen effectively rebuked an angry
friend by staying silent. Sometimes
saying absolutely nothing is the best
way to defuse a volatile situation.
Speaking cross words, especially if

another person intended to inflict
damage, can be very destructive.
Once spoken, the angry words echo
through the mind like stones rattling
loudly in a tin can. It is hard to forget
spoken words after they have inflicted
damage and left scars.
Make a habit of collecting “apples of

gold” (Prov. 25:11), and then give them
to the appropriate person. Share good
words that you have heard spoken
about someone.
When encouraging words are long

overdue, it is not too late to say them.
Send a note, make a phone call, or use
e-mail. There is nothing sweeter than
receiving a “thank you” or an “I love
you” note, even if it is long overdue.
“Send any roses today?” a friend

asked me. She knows that I am not a
computer wizard; still, I try to use
emoticons in my e-mail. It costs noth-
ing to include a “rose” in your note
when you say, “I’m thinking of you.
Thank you for being my friend.” The
“rose” might be a smiling face, how-
ever crudely drawn. The important
thing is that the thought is there.

For Teens Only
Apples of Gold

BY PATRICIA C. OVIATT
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Eve was made to assist him. 
It is significant that God made her

female, not male. He said that a man
should leave his parents and cling
dearly to his wife and that they should
become united into one unit. This es-
tablished forever the definition of mar-
riage as being between a man and a
woman.

Q. If you say you are sorry, does God
immediately forgive you?
A. As a quick reply, we could say that
whenever we truly repent of sin and
seek to follow God’s way, yes, He will
forgive and clean us up. However, let
us think a bit more about all of this. To
say you are “sorry” does not always
mean that you think you have sinned
against God or necessarily that you
are seeking to change your behavior.
Here is what the New Testament says:
“If we say that we have no sin, we de-
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, he is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness. If we say that we have not
sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us” (I John 1:8-10).
We learn from these verses at least

these things: God defines sin, so to
know what sin is, we must find out
from the Bible what is displeasing to
God.
Also, we must “confess” our sins. To

“confess” means to say what God
says. So if God says, for example, that
lying is sin, and I lie, then I must say
that lying is sin and ask God to forgive
me of my lie. 
It is clear in the Bible that God will

cleanse me right away (cf. I John 1:9).
But even greater, He will wash away all
my sin (cf. Ps. 103:12). He sees my in-
ner thinking (139:2) and knows that I
am willing to turn from sin as soon as
I come to understand that something
is sin. 
It is wonderfully liberating to know

that God wants me free from sin and
has made a way for me to become

Q. Why did God use one of Adam’s
ribs to make Eve? Could He not have
made her from dust, as He did with
Adam?
A. While the Bible never really directly
explains why God did this, there are
many good reasons that seem to be
apparent. Here is the passage that
speaks about this:
“And the Lord God said, It is not

good that the man should be alone; I
will make him an help meet for him.
And out of the ground the Lord God
formed every beast of the field, and
every fowl of the air; and brought them
unto Adam to see what he would call
them: and whatsoever Adam called
every living creature, that was the
name thereof. And Adam gave names
to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air,
and to every beast of the field; but for
Adam there was not found an help
meet for him. And the Lord God
caused a deep sleep to fall upon
Adam, and he slept: and he took one
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in-
stead thereof; and the rib, which the
Lord God had taken from man, made
he a woman, and brought her unto the
man. And Adam said, This is now
bone of my bones, and flesh of my
flesh: she shall be called Woman, be-
cause she was taken out of Man.
Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto
his wife: and they shall be one flesh”
(Gen. 2:18-24).
The fact that Eve was of the same

physical makeup as Adam is impor-
tant. Had she been made separately,
they would not have been of the same
nature or had the intimate relationship
that they enjoyed. She was absolute-
ly one with the man. That she was
made from a rib from near his heart
may indicate that he should love her.
Also, that it was “under” the arm may
show that he was to protect her. She
was not made from his feet to be
trampled on or from his head to be
dominant over him; these may be oth-
er considerations. It is said that no an-
imal matched Adam as fit for him; so

Some pupils still bring an apple to
their teacher on the first day of school.
I will never forget Andre, who almost
polished the skin off his apple before
shyly putting it on my desk. He wrote,
“I love you, teacher” on the little tag at-
tached to the stem.
“Will you make a pie with my ap-

ple?” Andre asked at the end of the
day. He did not know I would need
more than one apple to make a pie.
“I guess I’ll bake a surprise apple

dumpling for my husband,” I told Andre.
“OK, Teach,” he said with a broad

grin, “only be sure you keep that little
I-love-you tag just for yourself.”
I did keep the tag. Wherever you are

today, Andre, I will always remember
you and your gift.
Get those shiny apple words out to-

day, and start handing them out to
people. Include a word of encourage-
ment to someone you ordinarily would
not talk to. Use the telephone, e-mail,
or a greeting card, or just leave a hand-
written note propped up on some-
one’s desk.
The best part of giving apples of gold

is that they reflect you in their shine. You
receive comfort and encouragement at
the same time that you give those pre-
cious things away! The Lord makes sure
you are rewarded. �

Teen Scene

Adam’s Rib and Forgiveness
BY JED N. SNYDER, D.MIN, PH.D.

“I do not,” Hume replied. Then, with
a nod to Whitefield, he added, “But he
does.”
No effective youth ministry dare ig-

nore what Taunton has discovered. We
must focus on the Bible and its truth and
do so with conviction and passion.
Teens must hear their leaders and their
parents teach biblical truth; then they
must see them live it consistently. Con-
victions centered on Scripture transform
lives, but the absence of transforma-
tional convictions is what many teens
poignantly observe in evangelism today.
Taunton’s research tells us that

more than anything else, teaching and
living the truth will equip our youth to
face a culture steeped in secularism,
personal autonomy, and meaningless-
ness. May God give us the courage
and the fortitude to live what we be-
lieve—the next generation of Christian
leaders is watching. �

Teens and the New Atheism

(Continued from page 35)

(Continued on page 47)
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BRIGHT lights flashed. Red. White.
Red. White. Sam closed his eyes. It

was easier not to move or think for now.
Firemen came and stood next to the

vehicle. The driver’s side door was
crumpled and pushed in. They shout-
ed for tools. Sam heard the words
“rescue tools” but did not know what
that meant. There was a terrible noise,
and the car shook. Then it squealed as
metal was forced apart.
Everything was hazy to Sam as his

father was carefully taken from the ve-
hicle and put on a stretcher before be-
ing rushed away in an ambulance.
Mom was still there. She spoke to Sam
while they awaited rescue.
“Are you OK, Sam?” she asked in a

soft voice.
He nodded his head, but then he re-

alized that she could not see him. “I’m
fine, Mom. How are you?”
“I think my arm may be broken, but

I’ll be fine.”
“Will Dad be OK?” Sam asked fear-

fully.
“I don’t know, Sam,” said Mom. “We

can be sure that God is holding him in
His hands, and that is the best place
to be.”
Sam frowned. That was not the an-

swer he was looking for. He wanted to
hear that Dad would be OK.
Just then, the firemen got the rescue

tools in place on their side of the car.
It was just a few minutes before they
were free.
Another ambulance waited to take

them to the hospital. A third waited for
the other driver. His car was turned on
its side.
The ambulance hurried along the

road, rocking and swaying as it went,
before finally arriving at the hospital.
Sam and his mother were led into a
brightly lit hallway and down to an exam
room. Sam was dazed but uninjured. He
kept thinking about the rest of the fam-
ily, who were waiting for them. Grand-
ma was waiting until they arrived to
have their Thanksgiving supper. He
wondered what Grandma and Uncle
Joe would say about their lateness.
Mom’s arm was splinted, and they

found out how Dad was doing. He was

hurt the worst, but he would recover.
Sam felt as if a weight had been re-
moved from his shoulders.
A kind police officer came to talk to

them. He got Grandma’s name and
phone number; then he called to noti-
fy her about the accident and give her
the name of the hospital where she
could find them. Sam could tell that
Mom was relieved to have that done
for her.
“Do you think they’ll be angry that

we spoiled the Thanksgiving dinner?”
Sam asked Mom.
The officer heard his question and

said, “Son, if they are the right kind of
family, they will be so happy to see you
alive that they will give more thanks.”
“What about the other driver?”

asked Mom.
“His injuries are not too bad. After

treatment, he will be spending some
time in jail. He will probably be charged
with driving under the influence.”
The officer finished gathering the in-

formation he needed to make his report,
and then he left. It did not seem too long
after that that they heard the sound of
many voices coming down the hallway.
Then two people looked into the room—
Grandma and Uncle Joe.
Grandma hugged Mom first; then she

opened her arms to hug Sam. Folded
into her embrace, Sam closed his eyes.
The smell of her carried him to her

home, where he should have been. He
could almost block out the accident and
the hospital where they were.
“I’m so glad to see you are safe,”

she whispered in his ear.
“You’re not angry that we messed

up Thanksgiving supper?” he asked in
a worried voice.
“I would rather have you late than not

at all. You and your mom can stay with
me until your father is better. Now, come
out to the waiting room, where you can
visit for a few minutes. Uncle Joe wants
to talk to your father if he’s up to it.”
Grandma held the door open for

Sam and Mom. Sam could see that
Mom did not really want to go to the
waiting room and leave Dad, but she
went along anyway. Sam’s cousins
were trying to keep their voices quiet—
without much success. His aunts
came and gave hugs. He had never
cared for hugging much, but now he
found it a comfort. Still, it was good to
be allowed to go sit with his cousins.
His cousin Jack offered to show him
how to play a game on his tablet.
That night, Mom chose to stay at the

hospital with Dad, but Sam went to
Grandma’s home. As he was getting
ready for bed, he asked Grandma
what God would do to the man who
crashed into them. Sam thought he
must be a very bad man to drink and
drive. Grandma shook her head.

Boys and Girls

God Is Good
BY MARY LYNN BUSHONG
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The Lemur
BY WANDA ERBSE

LEMURS are native to the island of 
Madagascar, a large island off the

southeast coast of Africa. The lemur is
a mammal with a long tail. Some
lemurs look like monkeys, while some
remind us of mice or squirrels. There
are approximately one hundred differ-
ent species of lemurs, and most live on
this island. The most common species
is the ring-tailed lemur. This lemur is
known for the black-and-white ring
markings on its tail.
Lemurs spend most of their time

sleeping in the branches of tall trees. An
exception is the ring-tailed lemur, which
spends most of its time on the ground.
As members of a large group of ani-

mals called primates (like apes and
monkeys), lemurs can use their hands to
grasp things because they have oppos-
able thumbs, just as humans do. They
also have large brains compared to the
size of their bodies. Lemurs can be as
small as mice or as big as house cats.
Lemurs are known for their large,

round eyes, which seem to glow like
cat eyes, and for their loud, wailing
screams. They also have a very keen
sense of smell, which helps them de-
tect a piece of fruit buried under a pile
of leaves or become aware of a pred-
ator. They spend a lot of their time
grooming one another with their teeth.
God designed lemurs with furry,

pointed ears and long, strong back
legs, which give them great power for
running and leaping from tree to tree.
Almost all lemurs have an extra-long,
furry tail, which they use for balance.

world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting
life.’ When we accept what Jesus did
as God’s gift to us, God forgives us of
our sins. He washes them away.”
“That is what I want,” said Sam. “I

want my sins washed away.” Sam sat
down next to his grandmother and
rested his head on her shoulder.
Grandma put her arm around his
shoulder and gave him a hug.
“We can take care of that right now,”

Grandma said happily. “Let’s pray to-
gether.”
“Dear Heavenly Father, we thank

You for saving the lives of Sam and his
parents tonight. You know how I love
all my family! I bring Sam to You
tonight because he is ready to make a
decision. Go ahead, Sam.”
“God, this is Sam. Thank You for

taking care of me and my family today.
I am a sinner. Please wash my sins
away and forgive me.”
After Sam finished praying, he

looked up at his grandmother.
“I feel different,” he said simply.
“That is because you are different,”

said Grandma. “When we ask Jesus to
be our Saviour, He makes us want to
be more like Him.”
“Could we go to the hospital tomor-

row and tell Dad and Mom what I have
done?” asked Sam.
“We sure will,” Grandma said as she

rumpled Sam’s hair. “I think that both
will be delighted.”
The next day, Sam could hardly wait

to go see his parents. He was a little
bit sore from the accident, but it did
not stop him from being glad.
Dad looked much better than he had

the night before, and both of them
were thrilled with Sam’s news. When
he finished, he said, “I have been
thinking about that other driver. Do
you think they would let us talk to him?
If he was drinking so much, he must be
unhappy. Maybe he needs Jesus too.”
Dad looked over at Mom and

smiled. “It seems that you have really
had your heart changed, Sam. That
makes me very happy, and I am sure it
makes God happy as well. You know,
we serve a good God. He loves that
other driver as much as He loves us.”
“How long do you think it will be be-

fore we can talk to him?” asked Sam.
“I don’t know,” said Dad, “but there

is nothing to stop us from praying for
him right now. God can start working
in his heart. That way, he’ll be ready to
hear the gospel.” �

“I don’t know God’s plan for the
man, but we can think about it. What
do we know about God?”
“God punishes people for doing bad

things,” Sam said in a hard voice.
“Well, yes, that is true,” said Grand-

ma, “though that is not really the answer
I was looking for. We can still talk about
it. Do you think God should punish the
driver who caused the accident?”
Sam nodded his head. His heart was

too full of anger to voice an opinion.
“Why do you dislike that man so

much? Everything is going to be fine.”
“He could have killed Dad, Mom,

and me! I hate him! I wish God had let
him die.”
“Oh, Sam!” Grandma responded in a

calm but firm voice. “Never wish for
someone else’s death! God’s Word tells
us that if we wish for something like that
in our hearts, it’s the same as actually
killing someone, because it means that
hate has filled our hearts. Hate is also a
sin. The Bible says in Romans 6:23 that
as sinners, we are worthy of death. All
of us are sinners and deserve death.”
Sam’s eyes opened wide. Was what

Grandma said true?
“For real?” he asked. Sam sat qui-

etly for a few minutes. By wishing that
the other driver were dead, he had
killed him in his heart. Murdering was
worse than just injuring people! What
would Dad and Mom think?
“That changes things a bit,” said

Grandma. “Am I right?”
Sam nodded uncertainly. His

thoughts whirled around and around,
and he tried to make sense of it all.
“We need to remember, Sam, that

God says we are all sinners. In God’s
eyes, driving drunk, killing someone,
and stealing a piece of gum are all sin.
God’s penalty for all sin is the same.
That is death.”
“But Dad and Mom always say that

God is love,” Sam began to argue. Then
he got up and walked away from Grand-
ma. He wondered how God could love
the world and still punish people for sin.
Grandma could see the confusion

and turmoil on his face as she waited
for him to come back. Finally, he did.
“You know,” Grandma said gently,

“many people think that because God
loves them, He will not judge their sin.
They forget that since God is just, He
cannot allow sin in His presence. Sin
must be judged, but He is also a God
of love. That is why Jesus came to die.
He paid the price for all the sin in the
world. That is what the Bible tells us in
John 3:16: ‘For God so loved the

Noah’s Ark
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These unique characteristics often
cause them to be compared to both
monkeys and squirrels. However, un-
like some monkeys, lemurs cannot
hang by their tails from trees.
Most lemurs are plant eaters. They

eat flowers, fruit, and leaves, but some
species eat insects and other small an-
imals. However, their favorite food is
fruit, such as bananas and figs. They
use their sharp front teeth to bite off the
fruit. They lick off the dew from the
leaves to satisfy their thirst or drink wa-
ter from streams when they are close by.
Some lemurs stay in one main area,

called their home range. Male lemurs
mark an area with their own scent and
claim it as their own. If other lemurs try
to claim the same territory, there may
be a “stink fight.”
Male ringtails have scent glands on

their wrists and shoulders. The wrist
gland produces a terrible odor. The
gland on the shoulder makes smelly,
brown, gooey stuff. A “stink fight” hap-
pens when two male lemurs face off
and pull their tails through these two
glands. They then wave or flick their
tails at each other to blow their “stink”
at their opponent. Stink fights end
when one lemur backs away. These
fights usually do not last very long.
Lemur babies are born in September

and October. The type of lemur deter-
mines how many babies are born at one
time. Most give birth to one baby, and
others will have two to three babies. For
the first three weeks after being born,
the baby lemur is carried around by its
mother in her mouth. Some species
sleep with their moms every night for a
whole year. They enjoy the warmth of
their mother’s body. Gradually, the little
lemurs spend more time on their own.
The whole troop (a group of lemurs)
helps raise the young lemurs until they
are two years old. At that time, they can
survive as adults in the wild.
The biggest threat to lemurs is the loss

of their habitat, with around 90 percent
of the Madagascan jungle destroyed.
This means that the lemur populations
are declining rapidly as lemurs find few-
er trees to make their home. Hunting,
fires, and overgrazing of domestic stock
further decrease lemur clans. Lemurs
are not the only animals in the wild that
are losing their natural habitat. Humans
need to make wiser choices and con-
sider the consequences of their actions.
God created the earth for His glory

and for mankind. As caretakers of our
land, we should be good stewards of
it. �

You and Your Bible
BY FAITH STEINKRAUS

Jacob’s Dream
Fill in the blanks on the ladder below with words from the account of Jacob’s

journey in Genesis 28:10-12. Choose from the following words.

DREAMED  PILLOWS  LADDER  HARAN
ANGELS  HEAVEN  STONES

�Jacob’s Dream:1.Haran; 2.stones; 3.pillows; 4.dreamed; 5.ladder;
6.heaven; 7.angels. God’s Promise to Jacob:1.Isaac; 2.leave; 3.stone, pil-
lar, oil; 4.Beth-el. God’s Promise to Us:never, leave, forsake.

Jacob went toward (1) (verse 10). When it was night, he took (2) (verse 11) and
used them for his (3) (verse 11). He went to sleep. Jacob (4) (verse 12). In his
dream, he saw a (5) (verse 12) that reached to (6) (verse 12). In his dream he
saw (7) (verse 12) of God going up and down on the ladder.

God’s Promise to Jacob
Read Genesis 28:13-19. Unscramble the following words. Fill in the blanks

with the correct words.

ENTSO  ILO  LE-EBHT  AISCA  LIPLRA  EVALE

1. The Lord spoke to Jacob. He said, “I am the Lord God of Abraham, thy father,
and the God of ____________” (verse 13).

2. The Lord told Jacob that He would be with him and that He would not
____________ him (verse 15).

3. When Jacob awoke in the morning, he took the ____________ (verse 18)
that was his pillow and set it up as a ______________. He poured ________
on it (verse 18).

4. Jacob called the place ______________ (verse 19).

God’s Promise to Us
In Hebrews 13:5 we find God’s promise to us. Fill in the blanks.

“I will ____________ ____________ thee, nor ________________ thee.”

Answers:
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Wit and Wisdom
“Live every day of your life as though
it were your last. Some day you will be
right.”

* * *

“Don’t get the idea you are a charita-
ble person just because you give out
free advice.”

* * *

“Some men have a great aim in life, but
never pull the trigger.”

* * *

“A Baby Boomer is a man who hires
someone to cut the grass so he can
play golf for the exercise.”

* * *

George Bernard Shaw: “I learned
long ago never to wrestle with a pig.
You get dirty, and besides, the pig likes
it.”

* * *

Ambrose Bierce: “When you’re argu-
ing with a fool, make sure he isn’t do-
ing the same thing.”

* * *

“Learn from the mistakes of others.
You won’t live long enough to make
them all yourself.”

* * *

“A stranger in town asked a shoe-
shine boy if he could direct him to the
bank. ‘I will for a quarter,’ replied the
boy. ‘Isn’t that pretty high?’ asked the
man. ‘Not for a bank director,’ replied
the lad.”

* * *

Ann Landers: “God gave each of us
two ends—one to sit on and one to
think with. Success depends on the
one we use most.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

Cartoons Quote-ables

Influence

Henry H. Halley: “The grandest mo-
tive that a person can have is that his
or her manner of life will lead others to
glorify God.”

* * *

Oswald Chambers: “God rarely al-
lows a soul to see how great a bless-
ing he is to others.”

* * *

William R. Newell: “As I look back
through the years, my heart lights
upon one and another, and another,
whose tender love and constant
goodness ‘provoked’ me, ‘provoked’
everyone to imitate them.”

* * *

Dr. John Hutton: “Happy are they for
whom there is someone or the memo-
ry of someone . . . who is alone enough
to settle the matter in favour of God,
and purity, and honour.”

* * *

D. Martyn Lloyd Jones: “One truly
saintly man radiates his influence; it
will permeate any group in which he
happens to be.”

* * *

Phillips Brooks: “There is a difference
between men whose power stops with
their death and those whose power re-
ally opens into its true richness when
they die. The first sort of men have me-
chanical power; the second have spir-
itual power.”

* * *

Mrs. Howard Hooker: “He was a man
who always carried with him, and
therefore gave to others, a sense of
the Presence of God.”

* * *

F. B. Meyer: “One bird may awake a
woodland into minstrelsy; and one
Luther an age. Is your heart full of
burning love?—then seek to set oth-
ers aglow.” �

—Compiled by Donna Poole.

“This time I’ll be the preacher and you be the
congregation.”

“His teacher says Sunday school brings out
his latent traits—his curiosity, his quest for
knowledge, his hostilities.”

“Not very friendly—Let’s ask someone else
where the nearest church is.”
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I RECENTLY attended an all-day 
workshop taught by Pastor John S.

Dickerson, who has published an ex-
traordinary book, The Great Evangeli-
cal Recession (Baker). In this book,
Dickerson has chronicled the sobering
reality of the large number of young
people in America who are departing
from the church.
Dickerson, a former journalist, has

compiled a great deal of research on
this and other problems in the church.
His estimate, which is corroborated
by several studies, is that roughly two
of every three evangelical young peo-
ple raised in the church today are
abandoning the faith in their twenties
and, in contrast to previous eras,
showing little inclination to return. We
are losing far too many of our own
kids from the church and from the
gospel.
This is an astonishing and devastat-

ing fact, given that many churches
have spent the last generation trying
to make church “relevant” and the
Christian faith “attractive” to young
people. We have hired youth pastors,
raised up national youth organiza-
tions, held elaborate and powerful
youth-oriented events and confer-
ences, and so on, only to learn that for
many it is really not working.
Every dad who cares for the spiri-

tual well-being of his children should
think about this. After all, none of us
wants our kids to walk away from
their childhood faith. No matter what
the church may or may not be doing,
we have to think about what we are
doing in our own families. How can
we effectively pass on the faith to our
own kids? As with most serious life
issues, it helps to go back to the
Bible.
The Bible has something to say

about this. Proverbs 20:7 states, “The
just man walketh in his integrity: his
children are blessed after him.” This
verse shows us that children will find
the example of a father who walks with
integrity very compelling. The example
of a father is more important than any
youth event, any youth pastor, or any
ministry technique within the church.

When a child has a father whose life is
a strong and consistent testimony of
godliness, he will likely follow it.
This simple biblical proverb makes

the case that Dad’s greatest gift to his
children is to maintain his integrity. The
biblical idea of integrity is one of
wholeness or completeness. It is
something that is sound all the way
through. It does not refer to perfection,
which is an impossible standard;
rather, it means to be free from glaring
blemishes or obvious defects of char-
acter. It refers to a genuinely convert-
ed, changed, and committed man. His
life from the inside out is consistent
and God-honoring.
Dads, do you really want to give

something to your children? Do you
really want to provide for them? Give
them a life like this. Give them a con-
sistent, godly life. Give them an exam-
ple of being faithful to God no matter
what the test or trial. Avoid the obvi-
ous and common compromises. Live
the same godly life at work, at church,
and at home. Be whole.
The term “integrity” was used of

both Noah and Job in the Bible. Noah
was tested by the years, and Job was
tested by adversity, but both lived
consistent lives of godly obedience.
That is the key to integrity.
I seldom caught my children lying,

cheating, or stealing. Whenever
some thing like that did happen, it cer-
tainly struck a discordant note in our
home. That is because neither my wife
nor I lied, cheated, or stole. We always
tried to be scrupulously honest in
everything, whether it had to do with
paying taxes or returning a fish to the
water if it was even an inch under the
legal size.
We are to teach our children how to

live by how we live. We are to give
them a clear and unmuddled example
to follow. This is integrity. Dads, this is
the kind of gift we should give our chil-
dren.
Along with integrity comes the idea

of a righteous life. The term “just” in
Proverbs 20:7 is a term that refers to
righteousness. Righteousness always
flows down from God. We receive the

righteousness of salvation from God
through saving faith in Jesus Christ.
And we learn of righteousness from
the perfect and holy character of God.
Righteousness comes from God.
So when the Bible speaks of a

“just,” or righteous, man in Proverbs
20:7, it brings God into the picture. He
is our standard—not the world, not so-
ciety, not what everyone else is doing.
A righteous man embraces God’s
standards for life and living. The gift
we are to give to our children is to be
always asking the question “What
does God say about this?” We commit
ourselves to living God’s way. Such a
commitment lays the best foundation
for children.
Too many Christian young people

are getting mixed messages in the
home. I have been a pastor for many
years and have seen this. As children
get older, Dad and Mom are often des-
perate when their sons and daughters
begin to make sinful and compromis-
ing choices. But the damage has been
done. They are only doing what they
have seen Dad do. Perhaps Dad (and
Mom) was not that careful in his own
living. Dad was not consistent. Dad
was not strong. Dad did not make a
clear commitment to godly choices in
many areas of life; so the children do
the same.
It is critical for dads to live the lives

they are seeking to teach their chil-
dren. We cannot turn them over to a
youth pastor and expect them to be
rescued. They need a consistent, god-
ly example at home. Then they will be
“blessed after him” (Prov. 20:7).
The term “blessed” means to be

truly happy, to be favored, to have a
life worthy of emulation. Actually, in
the original, this is written in an ex-
clamatory sense: “O the blessedness
of his children!” They are blessed and
fed by a father whose life was strong
and consistently faithful to God. Chil-
dren cannot just be told; they must be
shown the way. So Proverbs 20:7
gives us direction as fathers. The life
of a godly father who walks in integri-
ty will tend to be reproduced in his
children. �

Dad’s Den

Dad’s Greatest Gift
BY DR. JEFFERY J. VANGOETHEM
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way we teach our own children and
expect them to obey the dos and
don’ts, so we must teach others the
Father’s Word. Again, adhere to the
words of King David in his psalm cel-
ebrating the Lord’s deliverance: “O
magnify the Lord with me, and let us
exalt his name together” (Ps. 34:3). Let
us learn, and let us use that knowledge
to magnify our Father in heaven.
Finally, we are told to glorify the

Lord. One synonym for the term “glo-
rify” is “worship.” The practice of wor-
ship involves more than just attending
church services and praying. True wor-
ship means studying the Word, living
the Word, and sharing the Word. We
must take every opportunity to share
the Word of the Lord as well as to ac-
knowledge the works of the Lord. How
do we know that even one with whom
we share will not reach out in some
way to others in other nations?
Bless King David and his songs to

the Lord, for he tells us, “All nations
whom thou hast made shall come and
worship before thee, O Lord; and shall
glorify thy name” (Ps. 86:9)!
Should I live another decade, I will

still remember Mother’s smile as she
hugged me and whispered, “Do not
ever forget your mission, for you are to
promote, honor, praise, magnify, and
glorify the Father in your every breath,
in your every thought, and in your
every action. Remember that God
loves you because He is your Father
and you are His baby.”
At eighty, though I may not be able

to take part in many activities, I can still
be a child in my faith. How? I can sing
and shout to the glory of God: “Jesus
loves me! This I know, for the Bible
tells me so” (Warner).
Not a day goes by that I do not thank

the Lord for Mother and for what she
taught me. I have done my best to
teach my children those same scrip-
tural messages, and I pray that they
are teaching my grandchildren the
means by which to live, love, and wor-
ship their Heavenly Father.
The older I become, the more thank-

ful I am to have been adopted by the
Father. �

God, we need to illustrate ways to
honor the Father. A great how-to can
be found in the words of David in
Psalm 145: “I will speak of the glorious
honour of thy majesty, and of thy won-
drous works” (vs. 5). Take note of “I will
speak.” What better way to honor God
than to tell others of the wondrous
works He has done in our personal
lives! In fact, my list of those blessings
is so long—seemingly endless—that
were I to share at one time all that God
has done for me, I would need more
than a twenty-four-hour day with no
time out for meal breaks.
Another means of exaltation is

praise. How can we teach others to
praise God? Again, check out the
words of the psalmist. Through trials
and tribulations, through sin and re-
pentance, King David had learned to
praise the Father. He tells us never to
cease praising God for His presence
(Ps. 42:5). We are not only to praise
Him more and more (71:14) but also to
remember His loving-kindness (63:3)
and to teach others so that His name
will be remembered for generations to
come (45:17). In other words, we are
to praise His name wherever we go
and share with whomever we meet,
for all need to be members of the fam-
ily.
In our exaltation, we are also to

magnify the Lord. That magnification
comes from our firm belief in His hav-
ing adopted us as His children. I can-
not help it: When I hear or read the
term “adopted,” my heart swells to
bursting, and bells of heaven ring in
my head, for I am the great-grand-
mother of a beautiful, adopted baby
girl. After years of trying to conceive,
my grandson and his wife were told by
doctors that they would never become
parents through childbirth. Crushed
but not giving up, they prayed, put
their faith in the Lord, and, after a time,
were granted adoption. They named
their precious daughter Ella Grace—
Ella for Princess Cinderella and Grace
because she is a gift from God.
As His children, if we are to magnify

Him, we must live by His Word and
teach others His Word. In the same

BIRTHDAY number eighty is on the 
horizon. That I have lived eight

decades is almost impossible to be-
lieve. Every night and every morning, I
thank the Lord for His having blessed
me with three daughters, one son, and
two stepsons. I thank Him too for the
kind, loving, and dedicated mother
who taught me what I taught my chil-
dren. I pray they are teaching those
same scripturally based lessons to my
grandchildren.
Even in this eighth decade, I re-

member Mother’s teachings and her
examples and am privileged to share
with others.
Upon accepting the Lord as our

Saviour, we become adopted as chil-
dren of the Father and are told to teach
others “to observe all things whatso-
ever I have commanded you: and, lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world” (Matt. 28:20). There is no
way we can say that we do not know
what the Lord means by those in-
structions.
What is our mission? We are to

teach others what Jesus taught us.
Some may use the excuse “Well, I’m
not a teacher, and I’m certainly not a
preacher; so I guess my mission is to
stay home and not get in the way of
others.”
Mother’s answer to that was that

even though we may not be teachers
or preachers, we still have a ministry.
We are to praise the Lord among the
people so that His name is exalted.
Consider the means of exalting and
the ways that practice can be made
perfect. To exalt is to promote, honor,
praise, magnify, and glorify.
How can we promote the Lord to

those who do not know Him? First, we
must create a sense of family by urg-
ing the adoption of the teachings of
God’s Word. In a biblical sense, the
word “adoption” is a powerful term, for
once we separate ourselves from un-
clean lifestyles and accept God, He
tells us He “will be a Father unto [us],
and [we] shall be [His] sons and
daughters” (II Cor. 6:18).
Once we have encouraged others to

become members of the family of

One Mother to Another

Adopted by the Father
BY DONNA SMITH
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ONE morning, our two-year-old 
grandson Landon was playing

with blue, green, yellow, and red
blocks on our kitchen table. His build-
ing was colorful but lopsided. As he
stacked the plastic bricks atop one
another, the top layers extended far
out over the bottom.
“Hey, little buddy,” said my brother,

“you need more blocks under your
building, or it’s going to fall over.”
Picking a few long blocks out of

the pile, we showed Landon how to
start his building on a solid founda-
tion.
The writer of Psalm 78 speaks

about our influence on future gener-
ations. In my Bible, next to these
words of praise and commission, I
have written down the names of my
grandchildren.
Our three daughters are grown; yet

as the grandmother of eight young
ones, my parental responsibilities
have not diminished. Doing my utmost
to reach these young hearts is more
important now than in any other time
in history. As each generation moves
farther away from the values of a
Christian nation, we must be diligent
to build our children’s lives on biblical
principles.

A FIRM FOUNDATION
“Rooted and built up in him, and

stablished in the faith, as ye have been
taught, [abound] therein with thanks-
giving” (Col. 2:7).
The family unit is a microcosm of the

larger society. As the family goes, so
goes the nation. Home is the first place
children learn love, respect, honor,
and duty. Life is a battlefield. Home
needs to be the training ground where
young ones learn about God and, by
faith, acquire the tools and weapons
they need to help them stand strong
against the enemy.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon said,

“Let no Christian parents fall into the
delusion that Sunday school is intend-
ed to ease them of their personal du-

ties” (www.whatchristianswanttokn
ow.com).
When our daughters were young,

along with Sunday school, they par-
ticipated in a midweek club whose
motto was Luke 2:52: “And Jesus in-
creased in wisdom and stature, and in
favour with God and man.” Through
stories, crafts, games, and a variety of
hands-on activities, each meeting fo-
cused on awakening within the chil-
dren a hunger and thirst for the things
of God. In addition to serving as a club
leader, I made it a point to reinforce
the lessons throughout the week at
home.
Religious instructors have a part 

in our children’s Christian training.
Yet as parents, it’s our God-appoint-
ed responsibility to consistently di-
rect our children’s feet to the narrow
path.

INTRODUCING YOUR CHILDREN
TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD
“But Jesus called them unto him,

and said, Suffer little children to come
unto me, and forbid them not: for of
such is the kingdom of God” (Luke
18:16).
Here are some ways to help your

children learn about Christ and His
desire that each of us live right-
eously.
Prayer. Set aside time each day to

pray for each of your children. Teach
simple graces to say at mealtime to in-
still an attitude of gratitude. End each
day with a bedtime prayer to thank
God for His blessings.
Bible stories. Share favorite Bible

stories with your family. Know them
well enough to tell them by heart. As-
sign parts, and act out scenes togeth-
er. Laughter goes a long way in help-
ing children absorb truths while
building happy memories.
Family devotions.When our daugh-

ters were in elementary school, we
participated in “PARP” (Parents As
Reading Partners). Throughout the

month of February, we daily spent
twenty minutes reading together. By
the end of the month, we had shared
many precious moments snuggled
with a book between us. Today, all our
children are avid readers.
Special reading times like this can

be turned into family devotions time
by sharing Bible storybooks and
Christian literature. After you read
each story or devotion, ask questions
to gauge understanding and reinforce
the lesson. “What have we learned
from this story?” “How can we apply
this to our faith?” “How is God speak-
ing to us as a family?” “How can we
use this truth to better serve God and
others?”
Family sword drill. Once a month,

hold a sword drill to familiarize your
children with the location of Bible
books. Make it fun, with snacks and
small rewards. Rewards can be as
simple as a homemade coupon
book with coupons good for No
Chore Night, Pick a Favorite Meal
Night, or Pick a Game for Family Fun
Night.
Memorize verses. Commit your fa-

vorite verses to memory, and encour-
age your children to do the same.
Write verses on slips of colorful paper,
and place them around the house
where your family will see them. Each
month, replace them with different
verses.
Edifying speech. In all your speech,

and especially within the home, use
Christ-pleasing words. We could not
expect our children, and now our
grandchildren, to speak words of love,
kindness, and respect if we ourselves
failed to do so. Avoid the use of eu-
phemisms—that is, toned-down slang
or curse words. If you would not say it
outside the home, then do not say it
within the home.
Share your faith and your resources.

Spend quality time with Christian fam-
ilies. It is possible to have a good time
with God-honoring activities. Invite

Family Life

Building Blocks of Faith
BY JUDYANN GRANT
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A CHRISTIAN HERITAGE
“For what shall it profit a man, if he

shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul?” (Mark 8:36). We are friends
with a couple who have a young son.
Before Colby’s birth, his parents visit-
ed pediatricians’ offices looking for the
best doctor. They outfitted his nursery
with top-of-the-line furnishings for
comfort and safety. Now, at three years
old, he is enrolled in a four-star day
care program. He has been given
everything except what is most impor-
tant—a Christian upbringing. Both our
friends grew up in unchurched homes;
neither sees the importance of taking
their little boy to church and teaching
him about God.

BENEDICTION
Hold your children up in prayer.

Philippians 1:9-11 provides a fitting
benediction. Substitute the child’s
name for “your” and “ye.”
When Landon finished putting the

blocks in place, his building stood tall
and strong. Starting with a solid foun-
dation made all the difference. 
As your children get older, your in-

fluence over them decreases while the
world’s influence on them increases.
Give them the firm foundation they
need to stand strong. �

and pressing the cookie dough was
not easy. After much trial and error,
though, we managed to get a cook-
ie sheet filled with delicate wreaths.
After they baked, I tried to slide them
onto a cooling rack. Every meticu-
lously shaped wreath crumbled.
Frustrated, I chucked the pan of
crumbs into the kitchen sink. “This
baking lesson is over!” I fumed. Af-
terward, I apologized to my girls.
That was twenty years ago; yet when
we reminisce about holiday memo-
ries, one of them inevitably brings 
up the time when “our Christmas
cookies took a flying leap into the
sink!”
That moment demonstrates how

seemingly minor incidents can make
lasting impressions. Do not wear a
mask of piety or perfection. Just do
your best to make sure every lasting
impression is a godly one.
Apologize when you are at fault.

Let your children know you are striv-
ing to be more like Jesus every day.
While salvation is instantaneous,
learning to live like Christ takes a life-
time.
When you “walk the talk,” your chil-

dren will be more apt to do likewise,
following in your footsteps.

LASTING BENEFITS
“[Be] confident of this very thing,

that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Je-
sus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).
There is an old expression that says

“more is caught than taught.” That is
why it is vital that we live our lives in a
holy, God-pleasing manner.
Your children are developing fu-

ture attitudes, behaviors, and priori-
ties based on your lifestyle. Their fu-
ture dreams and goals of college,
career, and family are built on the
foundation you lay down when they
are young.
Children need to see how our lives

differ from those in the secular world.
They need to witness what sets us
apart as Christians. With our hearts fo-
cused on God and our eyes turned to
heaven, we will live differently in the
here and now.
Sometimes, though, even the most

faithful parents will have a child who
will “kick against the pricks” (Acts 9:5).
When our children chafed under our
rules, we reminded them that it is God
who sets the standard. His Word is the
final authority.

families over for a backyard picnic and
outdoor games. Invite a family in for an
evening of board games and simple
snacks.
Church attendance, giving, and

serving.Attend services with your chil-
dren. Give to God’s work, cheerfully
bringing in your tithes and offerings;
encourage your children to tithe their
allowance and monetary gifts they
may receive throughout the year. As
the Lord has blessed you, seek to
share those blessings with others.
Serve others as Jesus did. Visit the
elderly and shut-ins, or take meals or
groceries to families facing difficult
times.
Make friends with a missionary.

When our children were young, each
chose a prayer pal near his age from
missionary families serving through
our denomination. Along with regular-
ly praying for their missionary pal,
each sent letters and pictures. This
helped our daughters gain a broader
perspective on God’s work in the
world.

A PARENT’S CALL TO DUTY
The Bible is filled with examples of

godly parents raising godly children. In
the Old Testament, Isaac carried the
wood for a sacrifice (Gen. 22:6). Young
Samuel obeyed the voices of God and
Eli (I Sam. 3:1-10). In the New Testa-
ment, John the Baptist was “filled with
the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s
womb” (Luke 1:15). Paul spoke of the
faith that Timothy had learned from his
mother and grandmother (II Tim. 1:5-
6). In each of these passages, parents
lived their faith and passed on spiritu-
al truths to their children.
The most influential child was Je-

sus. As a boy of twelve, He was in the
temple teaching the elders (Luke
2:42-52). His God-infused wisdom
was reinforced by His God-honoring
parents.
God’s Word guides us in our

parental responsibilities. We are to
protect (Heb. 11:23); correct (Prov.
29:17); provide (II Cor. 12:14); train
(Deut. 6:6-7); educate (4:9); and pre-
pare (Prov. 22:6).

TEACHABLE MOMENTS
One of our family Christmas tradi-

tions is making cookies, adding a
new recipe each year. One Decem-
ber, a friend gave me a cookie press,
and I decided to teach my daughters
how to make spritz cookies. Making

clean. Many times I do feel “sorry” for
sin, but feeling sorry is an emotional
reaction to my wrongdoing. It must be
accompanied by a willingness to turn
from sin and then to seek to do the
right thing in the future.
Sin cost Jesus Christ His life; so sin

is horrific. The more we realize how
awful sin really is, the more we will be
ready to seek God’s forgiveness. We
will be made right with God, and it
wi l l  be easier to be r ight with
others. �

If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).

Adam’s Rib and Forgiveness

(Continued from page 39)
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ISPENT years feeling left out. From 
birth, I was different. Because of

swollen blood vessels behind my
eyes, I was blind. When the vessels
drained, I was able to see—but not
much. I have been legally blind ever
since.
The condition I have, which includes

nystagmus (movement of the eyes
back and forth) and oculocutaneous
albinism, has been passed down
through my mother’s family and usual-
ly skipped a generation. Because my
mother has the condition, if that pat-
tern had held, I would not have inher-
ited it. But God broke that mold when
He created me.
I do not know why He chose me,

and I sometimes wish He had not. I
have to remind myself to trust His plan.
School was difficult. I excelled aca-

demically, earning an advanced diplo-
ma when I graduated from high
school. I did not know about organiza-
tions that could have provided equip-
ment for me to use, so I relied on
teachers and other students. Board-

work was hardest. I had
to have a teacher or
student copy from the
board for me or let me
copy his or her notes.
The last thing I wanted
to do was move my
desk right up to the
board. Even then, I
could read only what
was right in front of me,
so I would have to walk
to the other side of the
board or move my desk
again. I did not like call-
ing attention to myself.
My classmates made

fun of me on a daily ba-
sis. Most of them did
not like me being part of
their groups, so I got
used to hanging out
alone or with a couple
of other people.
My family showered

me with love and had
tons of confidence in
me. They always made
me feel loved by them
and by God. But there is
a point in adolescence

when peer opinions mean everything.
The message I received loud and clear
was that I was not welcome among my
peers. I felt like a leper.
We moved before I started high

school. God was waiting there, but my
spiritual eyesight was as bad as my
physical eyesight because I did not
see Him in the new classmates I met
who did not treat me like a leper but
actually wanted my friendship. By
then, I had built thick walls around my-
self, and was not ready to let people
in. Sometimes I even kept God out. I
did let a couple of people scratch
cracks in my walls, but I did not let
them get too close to me.
My family has always supported me

and never held me back from doing
what I wanted, but with vision as bad
as mine, we all knew driving was not
an option. God surrounded me with
people who were not obsessed about
getting their licenses. He probably in-
tended that to soften the blow of my
not being allowed to achieve the cov-
eted freedom many teens cannot wait

for. Regrettably, I did not recognize
that until years later and thus could not
appreciate it.
College was a fresh start. I was in a

new environment and on my own.
Parts of my walls crumbled, and I
made some close friends. God
blessed me with a few people who
persistently helped me expand the
openings in my walls. Thankfully, a
couple of those people are still in my
life, and they still help me grow.
Since college, my walls have fluctu-

ated. Other parts have crumbled, and
some areas I have rebuilt. I met people
in small groups at church who wanted
to get to know me. This was a wel-
come feeling, but I still resisted being
vulnerable because drawing attention
to myself had resulted in rejection so
many times in my childhood.
The most solid bricks in my walls

have been around my visual impair-
ment. I tried to blend in with sighted
people as much as possible—laugh-
ing when others laughed even if I did
not see what was funny and not read-
ing aloud because I have to practi-
cally smell some books before the
words are large enough for me to
see.
I had heard about a former cardiol-

ogist who had started helping people
with low vision when macular degen-
eration took much of his sight. But I
had managed fine on my own for over
thirty years, so I did not rush to make
an appointment with him. Finally, one
day, God arranged things so that I had
nothing to do; then He planted in my
mind the idea of checking out this
doctor.
I have been to vision specialists all

my life, but this doctor was different.
Even the tools he used to assess my
vision were different.
I left that day with two types of mag-

nifiers and a seed of an idea that I did
not know about yet. God had started
gently nudging the walls around my vi-
sual impairment. Until that day, I had
been getting by in a world where I felt
that I was different because everyone
else could see better than I could.
From that day on, I have been walk-

ing further into a world populated by

Set Apart for God
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sus told of two men going to the
temple to pray. However, the man
who exalted himself is not the exam-
ple to follow; rather, it is the man who
humbled himself before God and
prayed, “God be merciful to me a
sinner.”
I too am a sinner, and I am aware

that “all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).
Still, we have the means of for-

giveness through prayer and confes-
sion, as instructed in I John 1:9.
Prayer works on all levels, and this is
shown throughout the Bible in the
benefits and rewards of a faithful
prayer life.
Praying in faith includes praying fer-

vently. Let us remember that “the ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much” (Jas. 5:16). I found
this to be the perfect Scripture refer-
ence to use with an e-mail message I
recently received with instructions to
“pass it on.” In following these in-
structions, I wanted to give the recipi-
ents a Christian, rather than secular,
reason for my doing so. I also made
sure that I sent the message to those
from my contacts who I know pray
regularly and faithfully.
A faithful life of prayer is definitely

one that pleases God and that, as a
Christian, I have chosen not to live
without. Nonetheless, this did not
happen overnight for me. It has taken
much time (and is still taking time),
which requires patience, especially
when I feel my prayers are not being
answered soon enough. Being patient
reminds me that God operates on His
own schedule as stated in II Peter 3:8:
“One day is with the Lord as a thou-
sand years, and a thousand years as
one day.”
How thankful I am for the wonderful

privilege of prayer! I am especially
thankful for the example regarding
this in Philippians 4:6-7. In following
this example from the Apostle Paul, I
cannot ask for more. “Be careful for
nothing; but in every thing by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known unto
God. And the peace of God, which
passeth all understanding, shall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.” �

be a factor in how I was feeling at that
moment. Likewise, I believed that for-
giving my husband for neglecting his
health was a condition for God to an-
swer my prayer for him.
God did answer my prayer, and my

husband has returned home and is on
the road to recovery from his heart
problems. I firmly believe he was giv-
en a second chance to be more re-
sponsible with his health (cf. III John
1:2). I also think of Lamentations
3:22-23: “It is of the Lord’s mercies
that we are not consumed, because
his compassions fail not. They are
new every morning: great is thy faith-
fulness.”
God’s compassions never fail, and

neither does God’s Word. Yet our emo-
tions and feelings will fail us. Given
that fact, we should rely solely on the
Word of God. When we rely on God’s
Word, we are less likely to give up. Je-
sus taught His disciples that “men
ought always to pray, and not to faint”
(Luke 18:1).
In other words, we should be per-

sistent in our prayers, just as the per-
sistent widow was in the parable that
Jesus told His disciples (Luke 18:2-6).
It might also be noted that persistent
prayer equals faithful prayer.
Still, obstacles will arise. Satan

himself is the leader in this. However,
faithful and continual prayer can
place a shield of protection around
us, as recommended in James 4:7:
“Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.”
The devil will flee only temporarily;

therefore, to further secure our shield
of protection, we are also advised on
what to do in our part of the relation-
ship with God, which, of course,
comes by way of prayer. James 4:8
teaches us, “Draw nigh to God, and he
will draw nigh to you.”
In this realm of partnering with God

in prayer, Psalm 145:18 promises,
“The Lord is nigh unto all them that
call upon him, to all that call upon
him in truth.” Indeed, truth is a vital
part of our prayer lives, whether in
private or public prayer. 
Along with “truth,” another impor-

tant word is “humility.” Recorded in
Luke 18:10-14 is the parable that Je-

THE Word of God never fails. When 
our prayers are based on the

Word and will of God, they never fail,
either. “Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you: for every
one that asketh receiveth; . . . and to
him that knocketh it shall be opened”
(Matt. 7:7-8). Since we ask, seek, and
knock through prayer, these instruc-
tions will help us maintain faithful
prayer lives.
One of my particular prayer re-

quests is for wisdom. James 1:5 ad-
vises, “If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally.”
In addition, God gives wisdom with-

out finding fault. At the same time,
however, we must meet a certain re-
quirement: we must ask in faith, not
doubt (Jas. 1:6).
Asking in faith is necessary for all

prayer requests. Hebrews 11:6 states,
“But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he is
a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him.”
Likewise, we are told to walk by

faith and not by sight (II Cor. 5:7). I ex-
perienced this in a big way when my
husband was admitted to the hospi-
tal for a problem with his heart. As
paramedics wheeled him into the
emergency room that day, it ap-
peared that he would never make it
out of the hospital alive. As men-
t ioned in I I Corinthians 5:8, he
seemed to already be “absent from
the body, and . . . present with the
Lord.”
Still, I prayed in faith that my hus-

band would recover. I also prayed for
him on the basis of who God knew
him to be; I tried to let my personal
feelings and emotions become sec-
ondary.
How was this possible? I received

help from the Word of God—specifi-
cally, Ephesians 4:32. I remembered
“And be ye kind one to another, ten-
derhearted, forgiving one another,
even as God for Christ’s sake hath for-
given you.” Even though my husband
had been stubborn and refused to
take my advice about seeing a doctor
for months, I knew I could not let this

A Faithful Prayer Life
BY JIMMIE OLIVER FLEMING
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ON the third day of Creation, “God 
said, Let the earth bring forth

grass, the herb yielding seed, and the
fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind,
whose seed is in itself, upon the earth:
and it was so” (Gen. 1:11).
In this one statement, God brought

into existence living things that appear
elegantly simple but are actually quite
complex. An ordinary leaf, for exam-
ple, has systems in place to feed itself
and the entire tree, to defend itself
from predators, to adapt to its envi-
ronment, and to nurture generations of
life to come.
The Christian life can also look sim-

ple on the outside, but it actually in-
corporates systems for growth, de-
fense, adaptation, and outreach. 
Tree leaves come in a variety of

shapes. They can be simple or com-
pound, pinnate or palmate. The edges
of the leaves can range from deeply
toothed to smooth. Leaves can be
shaped like hearts, spears, balloons,
or teardrops.
There are also differences within

each species of leaf. A mature oak tree
grows about twenty-five thousand
leaves every year (Burnie, Eyewitness:

Tree, Dorling Kindersley), yet each leaf
is unique. With humans, even identical
twins are not completely identical.
Christians may seem alike on the out-
side, but each is unique in his person-
ality and gifts. First Corin thians says,
“Now there are diversities of gifts, but
the same Spirit. And there are differ-
ences of administrations, but the
same Lord. And there are diversities of
operations, but it is the same God
which worketh all in all” (12:4-6).
So what is this purpose that unites

Christians? How can we see leaves as
models for the Christian life?
The purpose of a tree leaf is to feed

the tree. Leaves use sunlight to con-
vert carbon dioxide and water into
sugars. The sugars are used for fuel or
to build cellulose (Burnie). No matter
what size or shape, the leaf works to
make the tree grow.
As Christians, no matter what our

physical attributes or spiritual or natu-
ral gifts, we are made to serve God
and help His kingdom grow. Paul dis-
cussed this in his letter to the Eph-
esians, recognizing that it was his duty
as a follower of Christ “to make all men
see what is the fellowship of the mys-
tery” (3:9)—that is, the mystery of
grace given to sinners. Our gifts and
bodies may be different from Paul’s,
but our ultimate purpose is the same.
Leaves and Christians can also be

placed in different situations for different
opportunities of growth and ser vice.
The vascular tissue in a tree does not
track straight up and along the branch-
es; it follows a spiral pattern from the
root to the tip of each branch. Each leaf
grows at a precise point along the spi-
ral, with each tree species having its
own unique pattern of intervals. Some
species also change the direction of the
spiral more than once during the tree’s
lifetime (Arno, Trees: An Explore Your
World Handbook, Discovery Books).
As Christians, our growth in faith

may not be a straight path, either. It is
more likely to resemble a spiral, as
God directs our lives for His purpose.
When we feel we are making no
progress, God sees the way ahead
and knows He has simply changed the
path. It is up to us to trust and carry on.
“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and
he shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:6).

Leaves are made to turn toward the
sun, no matter where on the vascular
spiral they sprout. Hormones in the
leaves called auxins move to any part
of the stem that is hidden from the sun.
The auxins make the cells grow faster,
twisting the leaf toward the sun.
This phenomenon, called heliotro-

pism, is mirrored in the Christian life.
We are created to seek out God, to turn
toward the Son. Augustine acknowl-
edged this when he wrote, “We cannot
be content unless we praise you, . . .
and our hearts are restless until they
rest in you” (Ofstedal, ed., Daily Read-
ings from Spiritual Classics,Augsburg).
As leaves approach the end of the

growing season, the shortening of
daylight hours causes the production
of chlorophyll in the leaves to de-
crease, revealing the yellow and or-
ange carotenoids that were there all
along. At the same time, another
group of pigments are activated by the
sugars still in the leaves. These pig-
ments, called anthocyanins, produce
red and purple hues (Arno).
Christians too can “change color.”

When a Christian is struggling with sin,
it is difficult for the glory of God to show
in his or her life. When sin is restrained,
it is easier for the Christian to serve
Christ. We see this in Psalm 119:101.
“I have refrained my feet from every evil
way, that I might keep thy word.”
The more sugars a leaf contains, the

brighter its autumn colors will be.
More sugars are produced by extreme
temperatures. 
A Christian’s service for God can

also be stronger and brighter in the
face of challenges and persecutions.
Scripture refers to the “trial of your
faith” as “being much more precious
than of gold” (I Pet. 1:7).
As autumn progresses, a layer of cork

grows across the leaf stalk, cutting off all
nutrients and causing the death of the
leaf (Burnie). It has served its purpose in
feeding the tree, but it still is useful in
other ways. Fallen leaves provide food
and shelter for insects and small ani-
mals. As the leaves decay, they release
nutrients that feed future plants (Burnie).
Christians too can inspire, or feed,

future generations. In Psalm 78 we
read that the fathers are to make the
works of God known to their children,
“that the generation to come might
know them, even the children which
should be born; who should arise and
declare them to their children” (vs. 6).
As the leaves return in the spring,

God’s glory renews His church. �

Leaves and the Christian Life
BY JANE CHASE
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THE “Soul Thirst Campaign” was 
the first evangelistic outreach in

which I had participated. I was still a
very young Christian when our pastor
introduced the campaign to our con-
gregation, but I was intrigued.
He told us that the church had pur-

chased hundreds of water bottles.
New labels for the bottles were print-
ed with John 4:13-14 on them—
“Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again: but whosoever drin-
keth of the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that I
shall give him shall be in him a well of
water springing up into everlasting
life.”
He went on to tell us that the volun-

teers would go out in pairs, each to
their own designated zones. On the
first Saturday of the campaign, the
bottles would be delivered. A flyer
would be included with the bottle. The
flyer noted, among other things, that
the pair would return the following Sat-
urday. When they returned, the pair
were to initiate conversations about
Jesus and invite those in their area to
a soup supper. The purpose was to
build relationships and give a com-
plete gospel message.
The plan sounded marvelous. I was

excited for those who would endeav-
or to boldly go out into the communi-
ty and talk about Jesus. After the serv-
ice was over, the pastor invited me to
join them in the campaign. Apparent-
ly, at a time previous to this, I had
shared with him that I felt I might have
the gift of evangelism. He reminded
me of that and asked me to pray about
it. I was excited to be asked but terri-
fied to participate! I took a few days to
pray over it, and then I agreed to take
part.
When the time came, I was teamed

up with a young, outgoing guy named
Matt, who I was sure would do all of
the talking. The first Saturday was
easy. We walked around pulling a wag-
on full of water bottles, which we hung
on doorknobs all along our assigned
route.
The next Saturday, though, I thought

I was going to be sick. We all gathered
to pray before we went out. It was the

most powerful time of corporate
prayer I have ever experienced, even
to this day. We sat in a circle and held
hands. As the others prayed, I could
see Jesus in my mind’s eye. He was in
the center of our circle, moving
around, kneeling next to some, leaning
over others. Fears were calmed, and
boldness was imparted. After all, if
God was for us, who could be against
us?
It was a beautiful spring day. We

went to house after house, praying
as we knocked on each door. Most
did not answer, and one man told us
to “keep on moving” as he worked in
his yard. The door was already open
at one house, and we could hear
people inside. Matt knocked, but no
one would answer. We stood on the
porch for several minutes, knocking
and expectantly waiting. Finally, we
left.
I was frustrated, but Matt was still

upbeat. I could not figure out why un-
til he said something about how we
were “doing this for the Lord” and
would not give up that easily. This
young man’s strong faith made a real
impression on me.
Along the way, we did have con-

versations (some of them were even
about Jesus!) and invited several
people to the soup supper. Eventual-
ly, after hearing Matt speak so boldly
to so many, I worked up the nerve to
speak to some of the people too.
There was one house where I was
speaking with a woman whose dog
was barking incessantly, which made
the conversation difficult. Suddenly,
the dog stopped barking and sat qui-
etly. As we walked away, Matt told me
that he had prayed, “Lord, You closed
the mouths of the lions in the den.
Please close the mouth of this dog!”
I laughed, but I was blown away by
such an obvious and immediate an-
swer to prayer.
At the end of the day, all of the pairs

met back at church to compare sto-
ries. After hearing about how one pair
had come across a satanist and oth-
ers had had doors slammed in their
faces, I was certainly praising God
that He had placed us in an area

where the worst run-in we had was
with someone who insisted that it
was illegal in our city to go door-to-
door (it was not, by the way).
With the hard work of the cam-

paign done, all we had left to do was
prepare for the soup supper. Several
people had said they were interested
in coming. Our best cooks made
tasty soup and decorated the fellow-
ship hall with bright tablecloths and
flowery centerpieces. The pastor and
the rest of us gathered and prayed
for a wonderful turnout. Then we
waited—and waited. A half hour after
the supper was to begin, it was obvi-
ous to us that no one was coming.
We dejectedly ate our own dinners,
wondering what we had done wrong.
It was difficult for me to see my pas-
tor and the others so discouraged.
Someone suggested that we go to
the Lord in prayer. As we prayed, we
began to feel better. God showed us
that obedience was our only respon-
sibility. The outcome was completely
up to Him.
As time passed, I eventually accept-

ed that it really was OK that no one had
shown up for our soup supper. Win-
ning new souls for Christ must not
have been the purpose that God had
in mind for the Soul Thirst Campaign.
As I thought back, I could see that as
Matt and I had walked our route, my
faith had grown stronger with each
step I took. A boldness had grown in
me and brought to my life an excite-
ment for evangelism that had not been
there before.
I went on to learn “The Way of the

Master” technique of witnessing. I
have used it ever since. I used it with
adults when we had a booth at our
city’s festival for several years. I use it
with children when our Kid’s Club min-
istry has special events. Every time I
witness, I remember the lesson I
learned that first time: I am only called
to obey—the rest is up to Him.
Even though it has been over ten

years since our Soul Thirst Campaign,
there are still people who come to
church and tell us that they remember
the time they got the water bottle! �

The Water Bottle Story
BY CHERYL HARDY
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I HAVE had many favorite Scripture 
passages; each one became relevant

for the situation or season of life that I
have been in. But the one Scripture that
has been precious to my soul from my
childhood to today is Psalm 23.

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD
I do not remember much about going

to Sunday school as a child, my teach-
ers, or the lessons; but I do remember
receiving a card with a picture of Jesus
on the front. He was sitting and holding
a sheep. The text of Psalm 23 was on the
back. I often thought how loving and
kind He looked.
During the times in my life as a

young adult, when I was often without
a job, low on money, and feeling all
alone, this psalm reminded me that the
Lord is my Good Shepherd. He watch-
es over the flock He loves, providing
what they need.
Somehow, I would get the things I

needed. Someone would call with
food, or I would walk into a business
as the unlikely candidate, and I would
gain the favor of the human resources
representative and get the job.

THE GREEN PASTURES AND
STILL WATERS
I learned it was the voice of the Lord

I would hear, telling me to turn there,
say this, or be still, leading and guid-
ing me. Just as a shepherd is never too
far from his sheep, so I have found the
Lord to be ever close when I need Him
most. He watches over me in my
weakest hour, protecting me from the
wolves and lions nearby.
He has provided for me according to

His riches in glory; there is never a
shortage of supply. Just as the sheep
learn to love and trust their shepherd
for his kindness, so I have learned to
love God and trust Him more.
There were times when I seemed

lost or confused and all was going
wrong; it was like riding the wild white
rapids on a river. I was at a critical point
making a life-changing decision.
I go to Psalm 23 during these

times and faithfully, the Lord calms
me. He gives wisdom and peace to
make the right choice. I cannot drink
(or make the best decisions in life)
when the waters are raging, so God

leads me to the still waters.
It does my soul good to know that

God just has to say “Peace, be still” to
bring calm to any situation I face. The
winds and the waves of my troubles
obey His command.

A RESTORED SOUL
I cannot count the times in my life that

I was brokenhearted and my very soul
was bruised. Many of my own life choic-
es had left me depleted. I tried doing
things out of anger and my own way;
that drained me and took more effort.
As I read the words from Psalm 23,

God restores me. I regain hope in life
and in myself. In the process, God
somehow shows me where I erred and
how to correct it.
Because He has shown real love, I

owe Him my obedience and should do
what is right to honor His name. My
doing right proves that trust in Christ’s
work on Calvary is not in vain.

THROUGH THE VALLEY AND
SHADOWS
I have walked through some very

perilous times when death seemed to
be in my path. I was in twenty-two car
accidents in a two-year period. In one
accident, I was paralyzed from the
waist down until it was the Lord’s will
that I was healed.
I am a survivor of an attempted car-

jacking with a God-given victory over
my attacker. I survived three home
burglaries. I have survived several un-
favorable doctor’s reports.
I live in the shadow of the untimely

death of a spouse. In that shadow,
pain, doubt, and sometimes fear would
arise. I did not know how to react.
Many unsettling emotions gripped me.
God amplified the verses of Psalm

23 and led me to another level of faith
and trust in Him. His rod corrects my
steps. His staff holds me steady and
pulls me back when I may stray or lose
focus. Knowing He is in control of my
life comforts me.
Many times, I have lifted a hand to-

ward heaven, the other over my heart,
crying, “Lord, do You see me?” Before
I can finish, I am often repeating the
words of this psalm to myself aloud,
voicing more confidence as I go.
Psalm 23 shows God’s care and that

He will be with me and all who believe
in Him, in life and in death.

A PREPARED TABLE, ANOINTED
FOR PURPOSE
When my life became so turbulent, I

felt I was the object of a secret battle,
like our brother Job in the Bible. It
seemed that everyone and everything
was against me.
I would then see the hand of God

opening doors and making ways. I have
not won every battle. I have come un-
der ruthless attack. But God has given
me the strength to rise up and go on.
He knew how astonished my enemies
would be that I kept magnifying His glo-
ry and power.
Even in the darkest of pits that I found

myself in, God gave me a gift or anoint-
ing to endure the hardship. He took the
hardship and shambles that remained in
my life and built a new reality for me, bet-
ter and stronger than anything I had lost.
God turned my life around, blessed

me in the presence of all, and showed
me favor. Then He anointed my life. I am
a living witness to others of God’s grace.

WHO IS FOLLOWING YOU?
Because of God’s presence in my

life, goodness and mercy shall follow
me wherever I go.
To maintain and develop any love

relationship, we would need to want to
be with that person. I have the same
desires for my relationship with God; I
want to be where He is. We all know
that the first place we look for anyone
is in his house.

A GRATEFUL ENDING
I am so grateful to God for His Word

but especially so for this passage in
particular that has been an encour-
agement and light to my eventful life.
I am glad that when David wrote this

psalm, he used the first person singular.
I do not have to change anything when
I recite it. Throughout, Psalm 23 shows
the personal, one-on-one relationship
that David had with God. It is possible
for us to have it too if we so desire.
I am thankful to have Psalm 23 to re-

cite in times of trouble and as a re-
minder of God’s love and protection. I
am grateful to know that the Good
Shepherd watches over my soul. �

My Favorite Bible Text  
BY CHRISTANTHENOPIA WATKINS
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ACARPENTER takes a piece of 
wood and makes something

beautiful out of it. His work area con-
tains a chisel, hammer, steel wool, and
sandpaper. Shaping tools in a master
carver’s hands sculpt and create
beautiful objects.
Likewise, criticism and trials can be

God’s shaping tools that transform
Christians from self-centered individuals
into people who live and act like Christ.

STRONG CHARACTER GROWS
FROM CRITICISM
When delivered in the right spirit (Spir-

it of God) and for the right motive, criti-
cism can transform us for the better. It
can humble even a king and restore a
fallen sinner to a relationship with God.
David, a mighty king who loved God,

had fallen into a pit of destruction be-
cause of his self-centeredness and
worldly desires (II Sam. 11). God sent His
prophet Nathan to deliver a vital criticism
to the king. Psalm 51 records David’s re-
action to God’s rebuke given through His
human vessel. David cried out to God for
mercy and then pledged to do better and
to teach others not to live sinfully.
We can experience two kinds of crit-

icism—justified and unjustified. When
Nathan confronted King David about
his sin (his adultery with Bath-sheba),
it was justified (II Sam. 12).
An example of unjust criticism was

Potiphar’s wife, who falsely accused
Joseph of rape (Gen. 39). But his char-
acter, which she attacked, was
stronger than his fear.
Some criticism is just plain envy.

There was a man who was very proud
of his dog’s talent for retrieving drift-
wood. One day, he and his dog were
walking on the beach and met a
stranger. The man spoke to the stranger
and said, “Watch this”! He tossed a
piece of driftwood far into the sea. The
dog immediately ran on top of the wa-
ter, fetched the driftwood, and ran back.
The stranger shook his head and said,
“Too bad your dog can’t swim.”

DO NOT AVOID CRITICISM
Running from criticism is easier than

facing it. Some people, even pastors,
avoid the risk of criticism by taking a
neutral position on controversial issues.
Politicians avoid criticism by standing

boldly on both sides of an issue. Spous-
es avoid criticism by avoiding the truth.
Telling people what they want to hear is
simple. Speaking the brutal truth can
cause problems and conflicts. Remem-
ber, however, that “faithful are the
wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an
enemy are deceitful” (Prov. 27:6).

FINISH THE RACE
Paul went through more criticism

than anyone we read about in the Bible,
besides Jesus. All of it was unjustified
criticism. He was stoned in Lystra, run
out of Thessalonica, and imprisoned at
Philippi. Until his death, Paul lived with
unjustified criticism, but he never gave
up. He wrote in his second letter to Tim-
othy: “I have fought a good fight, I have
finished my course, I have kept the
faith: henceforth there is laid up for me
a crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me
at that day: and not to me only, but unto
all them also that love his appearing”
(4:7-8). Paul did not let the criticism,
shame, attacks, or prison destroy his
works and weaken his faith. It helped
him grow strong (cf. II Cor. 12:10).
To be criticized and go through trials

is to be refined (cf. I Pet. 1:7). When we
are refined, it is for God’s strategic
mission. We should never fear criti-
cism and trials but allow God to use
them as tools to help us grow more like
Christ (cf. II Cor. 3:18).
Paul’s courage to face criticism and

trials was for Christ’s sake (I Cor. 4:10).
God was exalted through Paul’s love
and courage for Him. Through Paul’s
actions under criticism, there were
many who came to Christ. They saw
the power of God in him. Paul was
transformed by Christ and refined
through trials. We should expect noth-
ing different in our Christian lives.

THIRST FOR GOD AMIDST YOUR
TRIALS
If you were driven into exile in the

dry, barren desert, what would you
want most? Would you long for mate-
rial needs? Would you thirst for God?
David went through one of those dry,

difficult times during his turbulent life
when he fled Jerusalem and headed for
the wilderness. He walked across the
northern edge of Judea to the area of the

Dead Sea, a depressing place. He was
far away from the comforts of home.
What did King David long for the

most? He longed for the place of
prayer, the place of power, the place of
praise. He longed for God. He prayed,
“O God, thou art my God; early will I
seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee,
my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and
thirsty land, where no water is” (Ps.
63:1). Man can live longer without food
than he can live without water, but he
cannot truly live without God. Only He
can satisfy man’s soul and quench the
thirst for a Spirit-filled life.

PRAISE GOD ALWAYS AMIDST
CRITICISM AND TRIALS
Praise should not be dependent on

our feelings or circumstances. We praise
God because He is good. He desires our
praise. Praise is what He deserves and
what we are to give to Him. When we are
in the desert of our days, we seek our
Heavenly Father in prayer and praise.
We then can be filled with His love and
power, and our souls will be satisfied.

HOW TO EXPERIENCE THE TOOLS
THAT TRANSFORM
Perhaps you are reading this but

cannot relate to what it means to ex-
perience all the aforementioned. If you
do not have a relationship with Jesus
Christ, then all of this might not make
any sense to you.
You can experience the peace and

love of God during difficult times. Ac-
cept Jesus as your Saviour. “For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). When
you have a personal relationship with
the Father through Jesus Christ, sealed
through the Holy Spirit, you will know a
love greater than any on earth.
Once you have started your rela-

tionship with Him, you will get to know
Him better by reading His Word and
through prayer. The Holy Spirit will fill
you and guide you throughout life. Be-
lieve God’s Word and obey it, for His
Word is wisdom. God is our Creator,
and only through His Son Jesus can
we be saved, have eternal life, and
survive through the trials of this
world. �

Tools That Transform
BY CHARLOTTE SUSTAR
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THE Apostle Paul showed us God’s 
will for Christians in Romans 8:29:

“For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be
the firstborn among many brethren.”
We clearly perceive that the will of God
is to conform every believer into the
image of His Son, Jesus Christ. And
for this to become a part of our lives,
we need to understand God’s will for
us as His children.
In his address to the Jerusalem

Council (Acts 15:13-16), James de-
scribed for us a number of ways that we
may know the will of God. First, God’s
will is shown through godly leadership
(vss. 13-14). James commended Peter
(Simeon) for reminding them that it was
always in the mind of God to bring sal-
vation to the Gentiles, as well as to the
Jews. In this, we are shown one of the
responsibilities of godly leadership. It is
to help the whole people of God to fo-
cus on God’s goals for the church—the
salvation of people from every tribe,
tongue, and nation. As God’s people in
a particular place, we are called to pray,
to preach, to witness, and to work to see
His will accomplished in His time and in
His power.
It is Peter who reminded us in II Pe-

ter 3:9 that “the Lord is not slack con-
cerning His promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering
to usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to re-
pentance.” Paul also helped us in
I Timothy 2:4: “Who [God] will have all
men to be saved, and to come unto
the knowledge of the truth.” In these
two verses, we see that it is God’s will
to place godly leaders in the church to
guide the people of God into a closer
walk with Him and to prepare every
person who calls on the name of Je-
sus to go into the world and be His wit-
ness to a lost and dying world.
The responsibility of godly leaders is

to remind all believers and disciples of
Jesus Christ of their duty toward God
and toward one another to show that
God loves the world and has sent His
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to save
them from their sins (John 3:16). He
has called us to be His ambassadors
to offer to the world His grace and
mercy and the forgiveness of their sins

(II Cor. 5:20-21). That is the will of God
for His children.
Second, the will of God is known

through His living Word. Listen to these
verses from Hosea. First, Hosea 1:10
says, “In the place where it was said
unto them, Ye are not my people, there
it shall be said unto them, Ye are the
sons of the living God.” Then, in Hosea
2:23, we read, “And I will say to them
which were not my people, Thou art my
people; and they shall say, Thou art my
God.” Throughout the Bible, God
speaks to His people as His chosen
people, who were chosen to be the
light to the rest of the world for the pur-
pose of blessing the nations. And this
blessing was that one day, He would
send His Son to save the world by His
death and resurrection so that those of
all tongues, tribes, and nations would
become the people of God. Isaiah
66:18 says, “For I know their works and
their thoughts: it shall come, that I will
gather all nations and tongues; and
they shall come, and see my glory.”
God’s will is to show the world His glo-
ry through the salvation of His people.
So we see that throughout Scrip-

ture, God shows us His will through
the Scripture. As the church, we exist
so that all the world may find shelter in
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.
In Romans 10:14, Paul asked an im-

portant question about our response to
God’s will: “How shall they believe in
him of whom they have not heard?” By
this question we are shown a picture of
how people come to know Jesus as
their Lord and Saviour. It is through the
preaching of the Scriptures into the
hearts of fallen mankind.
Genesis says that God liked to walk

with Adam in the cool of the day (3:8).
Now He walks and reveals Himself to
us in His Word, by which the Holy Spir-
it leads us to faith in Jesus Christ. It is
only by the Word of God that a sinful
heart turns to Christ in faith.
We must understand that God’s will

is the salvation of people (cf. Acts
15:17). God promised that He would
rebuild His temple on earth, and Paul
has told us that it is the people of God
who are the temple of the Holy Spirit.
He wrote, “What? know ye not that
your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have

of God, and ye are not your own?”
(I Cor. 6:19).
It was God’s will to build this new

temple through the conversion of peo-
ple from all nations, tongues, and
tribes of the world to faith in Christ Je-
sus. Jesus helps us understand this in
His statement to the religious leaders
in Jerusalem. After cleansing the tem-
ple of those who were using it as a
marketplace, He was questioned
about His authority to do this. Jesus’
response was that He would rebuild
the temple in three days. The disciples
understood what Jesus was saying
only after the resurrection. He was
talking about His body (John 2:19).
And we know from Paul that Jesus’
body (the temple of the Holy Spirit) is
the people of God.
So we see that the temple being

spoken of is the church, which in-
cludes both believing Jews and be-
lieving Gentiles. And we are being built
on the chief Cornerstone (Jesus) and
the foundation of the apostles. What
do you do in a temple? You do the will
of God, which is to worship, to pray, to
work, and to live in such a way that
God is glorif ied and people are
brought into this new relationship with
Him. To tell those around us of all the
great blessings found in Jesus
Christ—this is the will of God for
Christ’s church yesterday, today, and
until He comes.
God’s will is focused on bringing

sinners into a relationship with His Son
and ultimately into a relationship with
Him. Jesus said to His disciples in
John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me.”
So we need to see the work of God

in our own lives by coming to faith in
His Son, Jesus Christ. We will then see
the work of the Holy Spirit in regener-
ation, where our old self becomes less
and less and the life and character of
Christ Jesus becomes more and
more. Only then will we be able to
know the will of God in our lives. In Ro-
mans 12:1-2, Paul instructs us that
this is done through offering our bod-
ies as a living sacrifice to God and by
renewing our minds with the Word of
God. In all this, the will of God is
worked out in our lives. �

What Is God’s Will for His Children?
BY LYLE E. BEARSS
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SINCE the time of the Flood, human 
governments have been in place,

under God, to protect those under
their jurisdiction and to legislate and
enforce laws for a civil society (cf.
Rom. 13:1-6). The forms of govern-
ment have varied over time and from
place to place, but their God-given re-
sponsibilities have remained constant.
Righteous living before God and judg-
ing fairly among men were to be the
hallmarks of leaders as well as of
those being governed (cf. Gen. 18:19;
II Sam. 8:15; Amos 5:24).

THE NEED FOR JUDGES
Where there are laws, there need to

be judges—those knowledgeable of
said laws who can, with the help of ju-
rors or by themselves, decide on mat-
ters brought before them. They are to
do so without bias toward one party or
the other.
A judicial system may have numer-

ous kinds of courts, such as small
claims, civil, and criminal, plus an ap-
peals court that can be petitioned to
rule on lower court decisions. Such
courts need judges to see that laws
are correctly adjudicated.

THE NEED FOR AN ULTIMATE
JUDGE
Because courts and judges do not

always agree on the matter before
them, there is a need for a court that
has the right to hand down a final ver-
dict. Such a court is a supreme court,
and its jurisdiction is an entire country.
Humanly speaking, there is no higher
authority over such a court.
As stated, that is humanly speaking.

There is, however, a Judge over all
judges, courts, judicial systems,
rulers, kings, and dictators, as well as
over every individual on earth. That
Judge was so-named by Abraham
nearly four millennia ago when, in
speaking to God, he called Him the
“Judge of all the earth” (Gen. 18:25).
This name for God is used only once
in Scripture, though the concept of
God being Judge over all His creation
is implied in various places. It is part of
His being sovereign.
The name was used when the Lord

visited Abraham just prior to raining
down judgment on Sodom, Gomor-
rah, and nearby villages for their ex-
ceedingly wicked ways. The great sin
of many who inhabited those commu-
nities was the perversion of God’s
rules and regulations. Just as human
judges want to hear the evidence be-
fore passing judgment, so too did
God. He said He had come down to
see the situation for Himself (Gen.
18:21).
As human judges were and are giv-

en the right to make decisions over
man’s laws, so God has every right to
make decisions concerning His laws.
Abraham knew that truth and ac-
knowledged God’s role not only as
Judge but also as One who is
supreme. There is no higher authority
than God.

THE NEED FOR OBEDIENCE TO
JUDGES
The Bible is clear about people’s re-

sponsibility to obey the laws of the
land and those who have authority
over them. When Paul wrote to the
Christians in Rome, he said as much
(Rom. 13:1-6).
Rome did not have the best of gov-

ernments, and moral depravity
reigned; yet believers were to be obe-
dient to the powers that were in place,
which included judges. All govern-
ments are God’s servants, whether
they know it or not, and in the day in
which we live, we have plenty of evi-
dence that not very many of the
world’s powers give God His due hon-
or and reverence.
That brings us to the call for believ-

ers to be obedient to God. A believer
is one who has received Jesus Christ
as Saviour and Lord, and that in itself
implies obedient, righteous living.
Though a believer’s sins were judged
at the Cross, believers still face a judg-
ment. It is called the “judgment seat of
Christ” (Rom. 14:10; II Cor. 5:10).
There, believers will be judged for

the way they have lived the Christian
life. Each will give an “account of him-
self to God” (Rom. 14:12) so “that
every one may receive the things done
in his body, according to that he hath

done, whether it be good or bad”
(II Cor. 5:10). At that judgment, the
Judge of all the earth will grant or with-
hold rewards (II John 1:8; Rev. 22:12).
Those who have committed them-

selves to Chr ist  need to th ink
through the implications of the judg-
ment ahead and how it will be im-
pacted by decisions they make to-
day. We live in a time when many
Christians blend in with the lifestyle
and values of the world, and it is in-
creasingly difficult to know who is a
believer and who is not—to our
shame and to our loss of rewards on
Judgment Day.

THE NEED TO CHANGE
Believers living worldly lives not only

need to take stock of what they say
and do but also change the way they
live. It is one thing to recognize the
problem and quite another to do
something about it. None of us knows
how much time we have remaining be-
fore Christ comes, or before we die; so
the time to act is now, not in some fu-
ture, undefined time that may never
come.
Christians look back at the Cross

and rejoice that their sins were judged
there, but they also need to look ahead
in anticipation of the day they will
stand before the Lord and “give ac-
count.”
Not only do some believers need to

change the way they live; unbelievers
need to change as well. Such changes
are possible with the Lord’s help.
Hence, revival needs to come to the
church, while the gospel needs to go
to the unsaved.
God has “left not himself without

witness” (Acts 14:17; cf. Rom. 1:19),
and therefore there is no human who
will have an excuse before God on
Judgment Day. Everyone has broken
God’s Law (Rom. 3:23), and while
man’s sins may escape the notice of
human judges, there is a higher
Magistrate who has plenty of evi-
dence by which to make final deci-
sions. God has the right to judge
both the redeemed and the lost, and
He will, because He is the Judge of
all the earth. �

The Judge of All the Earth
BY DARRELL W. MCKAY
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THE love of learning, the se-
questered nooks, / And all the

sweet serenity of books” (Longfellow,
Morituri Salutamus)
Reading is a gift from God. The op-

portunity to enjoy good literature is a
blessing and one of life’s most enjoy-
able pursuits.
The question at issue—whether or

not Christians should read secular
literature—is one that has come to
the fore in recent years as secular
publishers continue to release books
that become blockbuster best sell-
ers that captivate the reading pub-
lic’s imagination. The popularity of
some of these series has given par-
ents and Christian leaders under-
standable cause for concern and led
some to question the propriety of
Christians reading any secular litera-
ture.
As with anything else in our cul-

ture, Christians need to be discern-
ing about what they partake of in the
marketplace. Literature conveys
ideas—that is, words are crafted into
sentences that communicate what
the author wishes to say. God Him-
self, of course, invented this form of
communication. He communicated
His truth to mankind propositionally
through a book, the Bible. It is the
one source of unchangeable truth in
the universe.
Through the centuries, the church

recognized that the Bible stood
supreme when it came to reading ma-
terial. In fact, for a time, it was consid-
ered improper for Christians to create
or partake of anything among the arts
(music, the visual arts, drama, litera-
ture) that did not overtly express a
Christian theme. This effort was well
intentioned, but it perhaps tended to
view the world in terms of two
spheres, the sacred and the secular.
The secular was to be avoided, the sa-
cred embraced.
Perhaps a better way of looking at

this issue would be to acknowledge
that Christians live in a fallen world and
that the believer’s task is to seek to
bring everything in the culture and so-
ciety under the lordship of Christ. In
other words, the Christian should seek

to transform the culture through his
participation in it. In that effort, all the
gifts that God has given us are to be
regarded as sacred.
In an effort to transform the culture,

Christians in the marketplace have
tried to engage the world by infusing
Christian values into literature, music,
and the visual arts. Sometimes this
has been done by Christians shouting
out the truth; at other times, it has
been done more subtly by speaking
the truth softly.
When it comes to engaging the cul-

ture, it is apparent that many Chris-
tians do read secular literature—liter-
ature produced by writers that does
not have a specifically Christian
theme at its core. Some Christians
choose to read secular literature; oth-
ers do not. The same criterion of dis-
cernment should be used as in any
other area of life. If something pulls us
away from Christ, it should be avoid-
ed. This means that so-called secular
literature should not necessarily be
rejected out of hand by Christians,
but it should be approached with a
discerning eye.
Almost all of us, in fact, have read

much secular literature during the
course of our education. The names
of the authors are familiar to most:
Shakespeare, Dickens, Brontë, Haw -
thorne. These writers produced mas-
terpieces of literature familiar to gen-
erations of readers. Many of these
works strongly exhibit Christian val-
ues even if they were produced by au-
thors not necessarily regarded as
evangelical Christians.
The works of the ancient Greek

and Roman authors held a special
place in the esteem of many. Eigh-
teenth-century writers filled their let-
ters with allusions to these works to
such an extent that reading one of
these letters today can leave one
completely baffled.
At Cambridge University, it was cus-

tomary for a student to stand up at
dinner and recite from memory, in the
original language, a passage from one
of these classic writers. He would then
sit down, and another student would
continue the recitation where the first

had left off.
Whi le contemporary wr i ters

should not be completely shunned,
reading the classics is a good way to
get started in “catching up” on some
of the great literature that has been
produced over the centuries. The
books that repeatedly appear on
lists of classic literature are there for
a reason. There is a richness to much
of the writing that is lacking in con-
temporary works. Though the lan-
guage may be a challenge for some,
reading these works is worth the ef-
fort.
A look at three books that have been

read and enjoyed by many for
decades will serve as an introduction
to some of this great literature. Hope-
fully, it will become clear that it is worth
the effort of rediscovery.
Pirates, or piracy, is currently a

wildly popular theme in our culture—
and a relevant one as well, given the
ongoing problem of piracy in certain
parts of the world. But how many of
us know that virtually every stereo-
type associated with pirates stems
from one book—Robert  Louis
Stevenson’s novel Treasure Island?
Here we encounter the archetypal pi-
rate: the peg-legged Long John Sil-
ver, with a parrot perched on his
shoulder, as well as buried treasure
and a harrowing adventure on the
high seas—all elements that form the
basis for a wonderful plot skillfully
woven by the author.
The unlikely hero is a teenage land-

lubber who finds himself in great dan-
ger but rises to the challenge, growing
to manhood in the process. The book
abounds with colorful, ne’er-do-well
characters, but there are biblical
themes as well—faithfulness, obedi-
ence, courage, and the consequences
that flow from right and wrong actions.
The novel is an adventure story par ex-
cellence that has captivated readers
for generations. It would be well worth
our time to reacquaint ourselves with
this classic work.
Or consider Jack London’s novel

The Call of The Wild, set during the
Yukon gold rush of the 1890s. The
hero in this case is a dog, Buck, a pow-

Should Christians 
Read Secular Literature?

BY JAMES PARRY
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or her own library with a minimal in-
vestment.
Let us recapture the joy and fulfill-

ment of reading great literature once
again. It will fire our imaginations,
cause us to become more well-round-
ed individuals, and inspire us to be-
come better soldiers for Christ. �

ed by the author’s descriptions of ex-
otic locales and social customs com-
pletely foreign to the experience of
most of us.
The original group of two travelers

expands as Fogg and Passepartout
encounter new traveling companions
along the way. The group succeeds in
getting themselves into one dire
predicament after another, and the
tension builds toward a climax as the
eighty-day mark for the successful
completion of the journey—and the
winning of the wager—looms. Verne
skillfully keeps the reader in suspense
until the last page. 
What can the reader gain from such

a wonderfully executed, classic work?
For one, the book, even though writ-
ten more than 140 years ago, is a vir-
tual primer on world cultures. In that
time, a missionary about to embark on
the field would have done well to read
this novel.
A good portion of the plot takes

place in India—for most of us a black
hole in terms of its history and culture.
We may be surprised to discover that
some familiar words that we use in
everyday speech have their origin in
one of the two main Indian languages:
Hindi and Urdu. From these languages
we get the words “shampoo,” “jugger-
naut,” “veranda,” “guru,” “pajama,”
“thug,” and “khaki.” These words all
entered the English language as a by-
product of over two centuries of
British rule in India.
The novel introduces us to the trag-

ic consequences that stem from a
man-made religion—the caste sys-
tem—which led to the enslavement of
hundreds of millions and to the cruel
practice of suttee, or widow burning,
the voluntary (or involuntary) death of
a widow on the funeral pyre of her de-
ceased husband. The British banned
the practice in the early nineteenth
century, but it persists even today in
certain countries, in tandem with an-
other cultural anomaly—honor killing.
These practices, primarily in the third
world, fly under the radar for most of
us. Christian organizations, such as
Gospel for Asia, are working hard to
end these terrible abuses where they
exist.
If you wish to begin reading classic

literature, it is not necessary to invest
in hardback versions of these novels.
One option to consider is high-quality,
low-cost paper editions, available
from large book distributors. These
will enable the avid reader to build his

erful mixed-breed sled dog. Buck sur-
vives the cruelty of his human han-
dlers, the brutal climate of the Yukon,
an attack by starving huskies, and oth-
er dangers to become the faithful
companion of the one owner who
shows him kindness.
This story too exudes Christian

virtues: faithfulness, strength, perse-
verance, and love. Though the read-
er needs to be cognizant of the au-
thor’s fascination with the relatively
new (for the time) Darwinian theory of
evolution, which propels some as-
pects of  the plot,  the novel  is
nonetheless a wonderful adventure
story that helps educate us about a
short-lived but colorful period in
American and Canadian history—the
Yukon gold rush.
One more example will serve to

show us that much enjoyment can be
had—and much knowledge gained—
through reading classic literature. In
1873, French author Jules Verne
published Around the World in Eighty
Days. The premise of the novel is
simple. The protagonist, Phileas
Fogg, a fastidious perfectionist of the
upper classes in London, makes a
wager of twenty thousand British
pounds with some friends at his pri-
vate club that he can, indeed, circle
the globe in a mere eighty days—a
feat that would have been consid-
ered all but impossible in Verne’s
day. Fogg and his valet, Passepar-
tout, embark on a series of adven-
tures that take them to Africa, India,
Hong Kong, Japan, and the United
States.
As one might guess, adventure

and danger await at every turn, par-
ticularly since Fogg and company are
pursued relentlessly by a Scotland
Yard detective who is convinced that
Fogg is the perpetrator of a London
bank robbery that occurs just before
the trip begins. The travelers employ
several means of conveyance includ-
ing train, steamer, elephant, boat,
and sledge (essentially a wind-pow-
ered sled by which they traverse the
snow-covered plains of the American
Midwest).
What impresses the reader of this

classic novel is the author’s breadth
of knowledge about the world. Jules
Verne’s command of geography, cul-
ture, history, technology, and social
customs is so broad that one is
tempted to think that the author him-
self had made a round-the-world trip
of his own. Readers will be fascinat-

people who are doing their best to live
and even thrive despite vision issues.
Many of these people have vision that
is worse than mine.
Next, my mother agreed to facilitate

a low-vision support group. She, of
course, volunteered me to help. I
could have said no, but like both my
parents, helping people is part of my
DNA.
I renamed the support group Eyes

on Living because I want people to
know that they can live and do their fa-
vorite things even if they are visually
impaired or blind.
One month, our guest speakers

talked about an annual retreat for vi-
sually impaired or blind people. They
made it sound like so much fun that I
attended the following year.
The first day, I saw three people us-

ing canes and walking shoulder-to-
shoulder down a hall. I thought their
canes were going to get tangled. As I
passed more people with canes, I was
sure I would get hit accidentally by or
trip over someone’s cane. Neither
happened. By the last day, I barely no-
ticed the canes. Instead, I saw people
laughing and hugging new friends be-
fore going home.
I also got a clearer picture of some-

thing God had been trying to show me.
That seed planted in the doctor’s of-
fice had been watered and was
sprouting.
Lepers were separated or set apart

from others in a negative way. But oth-
ers were set apart for service, such as
the Levites, King David, the prophets,
Mary, Jesus, the apostles, and many
others in the Bible. God made them
different because He had different
plans for them.
He set me apart as different be-

cause He has different plans for me. I
will always be different, and I am final-
ly beginning to see that that is OK. �

Set Apart for God

(Continued from page 48)
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LIFE ushers in many challenges. The 
Bible advises us that in this world

we “shall have tribulation” (John
16:33). We are bound to experience
hardships, pain, and struggles. But let
us not forget that the Lord has faced
and beaten the same temptations.
With the difficulties also comes com-
fort—“Be of good cheer; I have over-
come the world.” In His grand order of
things, God makes reinforcements
available to us during our journey in
this world. This support can come from
many different sources and in various
forms. The Word of God, the Spirit of
God, inspired words from others, and
lyrics from a song are just a few.
I remember passing a construction

site where workers were busy dis-
mantling concrete. Swing after swing,
the workers chipped away at the
massive pieces, but soon they en-
countered a problem. The concrete
had been embedded with steel rein-
forcing bars, called rebar. It proved
stronger than had been anticipated.
Likewise, God has provided rein-
forcements for us in the form of His
Holy Spirit to comfort us and to keep
us strong.
When God alerts us regarding the

distress of another person, it is our re-
sponsibility and duty to assist in the
form of encouragement. But in order
for encouragement to be effective,
the message must be sound and rel-
evant to the circumstances and con-
nect with the individual on a person-
al level.
The most effective way to add

strength to another individual is by
sharing the hope of God’s Word. If we
abide in the Vine and allow the Word
of God to abide in us, it will be ac-
cessible when the time comes for us
to strengthen someone else. It is
benef ic ia l  to gather Scr ipture
sources ahead of time. Become fa-
miliar with the verses  that lift and add
hope. The table below lists a few of
my favorites:
VERSES OF ENCOURAGEMENT

Psalm 4:8 Isaiah 43:19
Psalm 23 Lamentations

3:22-23
Psalm 27:5-6 John 14:27
Psalm 31:24 John 16:33
Psalm 37:3 Romans 8:28

Psalm 91:4 I Corinthians
15:57-58

Psalm 121:4 Ephesians 3:14-
19

Proverbs 3:25-26 Philippians 4:8
Proverbs 15:3 Hebrews 13:5
Isaiah 40:28-31 I Peter 1:5
Write down or type verses on busi-

ness-sized cards so that they can be
easily and discreetly passed to oth-
ers as the Spirit directs. Using Scrip-
ture reinforces the validity of our
words.
Offering parables is another valu-

able way of strengthening others.
Parables were the tool of choice used
by Jesus. When life’s circumstances
require empathy, stories of our own
experiences make others feel at ease
regarding their challenges. The practi-
cal knowledge given through hands-
on accounts can be invaluable.
If all the words and verses seem in-

sufficient to address the issues at
hand, we have another tool that is very
effective in the battle against discour-
agement. That tool is prayer. The
Scriptures exhort us to pray for one
another. James 5:16 declares, “The ef-
fectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much.” Taking the pain
and concerns of our brothers and sis-
ters to the throne of God in faith will
yield an answer from the Lord. 
After we have prayed, it is reassur-

ing to hear that someone cares; so
follow up those prayers with a phone
call, a note, a card, or a visit, if possi-
ble. Be mindful that this contact is not
for the purpose of retrieving addition-
al details or to inquire about what is
going on with the person. Our aim is
to let the person know he rests on our
minds and in our prayers. No details
are needed for God to answer; so,
likewise, these details are of no use to
us.
If we find that the person we are

praying for is on our hearts even after
we have offered several prayers on his
behalf, it may be beneficial to go the
extra mile and fast for an answer. Je-
sus linked prayer and fasting for par-
ticularly difficult situations (cf. Mark
9:29). Follow the leading of the Holy
Spirit.
Some of us may be gifted in the area

of placing just the right words on the

page. Others may not be so inclined.
But whatever your tendency, it is pos-
sible to encourage others by dropping
a word to them by mail in the form of
a card. There are limitless varieties to
choose from. As we follow the leading
of the Holy Spirit, most cards will ar-
rive at the very point in time when en-
couragement is needed. We all can be
instrumental in getting strength to oth-
ers this way.
Often the Lord will add joy to our

spirits by drawing our attention to the
words of a song, a timely message, or
a phrase we have heard. The words
may be some we have heard many
times before, but during struggles,
they become alive and more relevant
to our situation. We may also find that
the words confirm a prayer that has
been prayed or provide an answer to a
question we may have asked of God.
If the Lord speaks this kind of encour-
agement to your heart for someone
else, be sure to share it. It is a won-
derful privilege to be trusted with such
a task.
We are advised in Galatians 6:1,

“Restore such an one in the spirit of
meekness.” We must be considerate
of others, for we may be in need next
time. It is never acceptable to revel in
someone else’s frailty. Being our
brother’s keeper means being com-
mitted to sharing the load when it be-
comes too much for one shoulder to
carry.
How can we show others that Christ

lives within us? Before Jesus left His
disciples, He gave them a new com-
mandment in John 13:35, stating, “By
this shall all men know that ye are my
disciples, if ye have love one to anoth-
er.”  Whether we choose to exhort oth-
ers by speaking the Word of God to
them, dropping a card into the mail,
praying for them, or simply smiling in
their direction to affirm His love, we
have a duty and the capacity to en-
courage someone else. As is written in
Galatians 6:2, we are to bear one an-
other’s burdens “and so fulfil the law of
Christ.”
Encouraging others is rewarding.

When strength comes, it brings joy—
both to the receiver and to the giver. It
fortifies our faith in God’s capacity to

How to Encourage Others
BY BRENDA WILLIAMS
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CAN we really sing in every place 
our life’s path may lead? True,

we will sometimes walk in sunshine
and flower beds, when singing is our
instinctive response. At other times,
however, we encounter mud puddles,
potholes, and dangerous but enticing
side paths that can lure to destruc-
tion. They may also lead into strange
and unfriendly lands of suffering and
loss.
When the Israelites encountered

such a land as captives in Babylon,
they asked, “How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land?” (Ps.
137:4). But they turned their question
into a song, and it became part of Is-
rael’s hymnbook.
The children of Israel had always

been a singing people. Their first act
after marching out of Egypt and
through the Red Sea was to sing their
thanksgiving and rejoicing (Exod.
15:1-21).
After building the temple, King

David (himself a musician) established
music as essential to the nation’s wor-
ship and appointed Asaph, the musi-
cally gifted Levite, to be in charge (cf.
I Chron. 16:4-5). Asaph also wrote
many of the psalms (Pss. 50, 73-83).
The longer our journey in life, the

more strange lands, some pleasant
and some quite the opposite, we will
pass through. In all situations, the
Scriptures teach us to sing.
First, we have the example of Jesus,

who, only hours before the torture and
death that He knew were awaiting
Him, ended the Passover meal by
singing a psalm with His disciples
(Matt. 26:30; Mark 14:26).
The Apostle Paul, with Silas, sang in

prison (Acts 16:25). It was also from a
prison that Paul wrote in detail about
the proper behavior for a Christian re-
gardless of his situation. He conclud-
ed with “singing and making melody in
your heart” (Eph. 5:19). And he recom-
mended three types of songs—
“psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs.”
His mention of hymns and spiritual

songs tells us that the church from its
beginning was developing its own
hymnal. Some early pieces still appear
in our hymnbooks. One Thanksgiving
favorite is “Now Thank We All Our

God,” written in the early 1600s by
Martin Rinkart.
What a blessing the great hymns of

the church have been to us when we
have encountered strange lands in our
lives! One woman I know found herself
in a strange land when her godly hus-
band was falsely accused of a crime.
She found great comfort in the hymn
“O Safe to the Rock That Is Higher
Than I” (Cushing). 
When I entered the strange land of

widowhood, I found great assurance
in the hymn “Because He Lives”
(Gaither). The words of its chorus
are:

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,
Because He lives, all fear is gone;
Because I know He holds the future,
And life is worth the living,
Just because He lives!

The people of Israel had their own
hymnbook—the Psalms. There were
specific ones they sang for every oc-
casion—their Passover and other fes-
tivals, their times of fasting, repen-
tance, fear, and danger, as well as their
more joyous times.
The Psalms of Degrees or Ascents

(120–134) have been sung by those on
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Perhaps the
captives who returned to Jerusalem
with Ezra and Nehemiah sang them.
Oh, how the Psalms can encourage us
as we traverse the strange lands we
will inevitably enter!
Emerging adulthood can be a

strange and dangerous land. The
road there is dotted with potholes
waiting to trip the unwary, and many
enticing but poisonous side paths
lead off it. It was at that time that the
young man who would become my
husband chose as his marching song
Psalm 119:9—“Wherewithal shall a
young man cleanse his way? by tak-
ing heed thereto according to thy
word.”
King David showed that we can

even sing to the Lord with our com-
plaints and trials and dangers. A num-
ber of his laments and pleas for pro-
tection are recorded to assure us that
we are always under God’s care, the
best known being the beloved Psalm
23, which has been set to music more
than any other psalm.
Of course we will sing our thanks

when the road is pleasant and the

land is good. For example, every
Thanksgiving Day during our forty-
one years of marriage, my husband
never put a knife to the turkey until he
had read Psalm 103 to us. It begins,
“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all
that is within me, bless his holy
name” (vs.  1) .  Whether we had
guests or were alone as a family, his
routine never varied.
How well I remember my entrance

into the strange land of motherhood! It
had been a heartbreaking journey that
included two miscarriages. When at
last I held my first little one, I sang the
words of the first two verses of Psalm
116: “I love the Lord, because he hath
heard my voice and my supplications.
Because He hath inclined his ear unto
me, therefore will I call upon him as
long as I live.” I put that reference on
the birth announcements.
Psalm 116:15 became my comfort

when my husband passed on to glory:
“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of his saints.”
Perhaps the strangest land of all is

that of old age. We can come to it so
gradually—an unaccustomed weak-
ness, a momentary loss of memory,
the need to get a larger-print Bible, a
cane, then a walker, and the aware-
ness that many old friends are no
longer here. Even now we can sing the
songs of Zion.
Moses, whose real life’s work began

at the age of eighty, wrote Psalm 90.
He spoke there of the difficulty of labor
after that age (vs. 10), and he closed in
verse 17 with a prayer that his work
might be established (not useless or in
vain).
The Psalms have much else to say

about old age. David prayed, “When I
am old and grayheaded, O God, for-
sake me not” (71:18). Still, he could
also voice his assurance: “I have been
young, and now am old; yet have I not
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his
seed begging bread” (37:25).
Yes,  we may t raverse many

strange lands as we journey. Some
may be pleasant, some not so much,
and some perhaps tragic; but we
can go through them singing the
songs of Zion in the full assurance of
knowing that heaven is our final des-
tination. �

Singing As We Go
BY CHARLOTTE U. SYME
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THERE are many churches that rou-
tinely integrate intergenerational

ministry as a part of their church edu-
cation programs. Some are purely in-
tergenerational. On the opposite end
of the spectrum, there are also many
churches that tend to segregate differ-
ent groups within their programs. The
tendency is for the church to adapt its
educational programs to go one way
or the other.
This is not a debate about which is

best. Instead, this is an opportunity to
consider the benefits of incorporating
intergenerational ministry into church
education. This will benefit the church
as a whole by following the scriptural
model, building spiritual formation,
and promoting unity in the body of
Christ.
There are three areas of discussion.

The first is to define intergenerational
ministry. The second is to discuss why
such a ministry is an important issue.
The third and last involves how to find
balance for successfully integrating
intergenerational ministry across edu-
cational programs.
It must first be understood that in-

tergenerational ministry is different
from multigenerational ministry. Multi-
generational ministry can be thought
of as age-specific or generation-spe-
cific educational opportunities within
the church. In this type of ministry, ed-
ucation is typically more segregated.
Children are with children, youths are
with youths, and adults are with
adults; many times these are broken
into several groupings based on age.
Intergenerational ministry, on the

other hand, can be thought of as a way
to bring together all age-groups in an
interactive way to increase learning.

This can consist of integrating Sunday
school for all ages and integrating wor-
ship. All ages would be included, with
no segregation by age.
Importance. Why is this an impor-

tant issue? Should students of all ages
be segregated or separated by age, or
should they all be taught together?
Does the Bible offer any help in this
area?
These are not easy questions, and

many good arguments can be found
for both sides. There are books and
theories devoted to this topic. Further,
there are surely statistics that could
back up arguments for both methods.
Perhaps one of the main reasons for
the multigenerational ministry ap-
proach relates to how conflict may
arise in the way each generation
learns best. Perhaps one of the rea-
sons for the intergenerational ap-
proach is the need for fewer workers.
Regardless of the reasons, each offers
positives and negatives that should be
considered prayerfully by the educa-
tion leadership.
It is recommended that neither

method be excluded because of tradi-
tion. Because so many generations
are learning side by side in churches,
there is something that each genera-
tion can learn from the others. Again,
this is not a debate on which is right
but an exploration of balance.
Balance. In order to find balance, it

must first be said that any church ed-
ucation program must be founded on
scriptural principles. Intergenerational
ministry is not just a program but a
way of bringing the whole church to-
gether. It can go too far in blurring the
lines that naturally do tend to separate
generations. A balance is needed to

temper a strict division between the
two approaches to ministry and Chris-
tian education.
Scriptural model. Although there is

no actual “scriptural model” found in
the Bible, that does not mean that the
Bible is silent on intergenerational
ministry. The Bible has answers and
should be considered foundational
when considering how to go about
finding a balance.
The church community is represent-

ed scripturally as the body of Christ
(Rom. 12:3-5; I Cor. 12:12-26; Eph.
1:22-23). Although the body has many
parts, it is one body, and it must work
together in unity. In such unity, a vari-
ety of people who make up the body
are represented by a variety of ages.
The church community is also re-

garded as a family (John 1:12; Gal.
6:10; I John 3:1-2). Family, especially
in New Testament times, would most
likely have consisted of several gener-
ations living together or close by. Chil-
dren learned from the generations
around them.
Scripturally, it is pertinent to take a

look at Titus 2. Paul instructed Titus to
educate the older men and women in
the church on how to live so that they
were good models and teachers for
those who were younger.
Paul also instructed Titus to edu-

cate the young men and servants
about how they should live. Christians
are called into one body (Col. 3:15),
and all have something to offer.
Can children teach also? Jesus

used children as examples for all to
learn from in Mark 9:36-37 and 10:13-
16. Certainly, a child of six years could
not teach an adult Sunday school
class. However, there are other ways

Christian Education

Finding Balance for 
Intergenerational Ministry 

Integration
BY SUSAN D. AVERY



FALL QUARTER 2015 (253) 61

ence it for themselves. It readies them
for understanding their roles as future
leaders of the church. Further, inte-
grating a children’s time in the worship
service also shows children that they
have value and a part of the morning
worship.
Many older workers sometimes feel

that they are no longer important. Uti-
lize these workers to teach and share
with those who are younger. They have
a lot of wisdom to pass on to younger
generations!
If an elderly member would like to

come and tell stories of faith from his
own life, the whole church can bene-
fit. The overall goal is to come up with
ways that will integrate the genera-
tions within the context of the church
as a whole.
The education ministry in the church

can successfully integrate intergener-
ational ministry in a balanced way that
fits the needs of the church. Although
Scripture does not give a model per
se, it does illustrate the importance of
every part of the body. Every genera-
tion can learn from the others.
The words of the third stanza of the

hymn “We Are God’s People,” written
by Bryan Leech, are a pertinent way to
end this discussion:

We are the Body of which the 
Lord is Head,

Called to obey Him, now risen 
from the dead;

He wills us be a family, 
Diverse yet truly one:
O let us give our gifts to God,
And so shall His work on earth 

be done.

Intergenerational ministry is worthy
of consideration. Choose a balanced
approach that fits the needs of your
church. It will allow the church to truly
become a body fitly joined together
(Eph. 4:16) in unity. �

sponsibility of each Christian to sup-
port one another.
“Wherefore comfort yourselves to-

gether, and edify one another, even as
also ye do” (I Thess. 5:11). To edify is
to build up. As Christians are built up,
no matter what the age, spiritual for-
mation and discipleship occur.
Balance and unity. As you integrate

some intergenerational ministry into
church education, it is certain that the
benefits will be great. But how exactly
can you find the perfect balance? Are
there particular methods that work
better than others? What are some
ways to do it successfully?
It can be said that each church has

a certain “rhythm” to it. By incorporat-
ing an informal method of intergener-
ational ministry, the church will be able
to integrate discipleship in a way that
impacts every educational opportuni-
ty and program in the church, no mat-
ter what the current methods are.
These impacts may include evan-

gelism, mentoring, discipleship, ser-
vanthood, spiritual formation, charac-
ter formation, and building up the
family. Imagine the impact of a church
that truly acknowledges Christ as the
Head and the church body working to-
gether under Christ’s headship to
grow one another on a united spiritual
track. The church will thrive and grow
if intentionally guided and tended.
How can this be done? There are

many examples, and a few will be giv-
en here. First, find ways to integrate
children and youths within the context
of the life and ministry of the church.
As you integrate them into worship
and into the life of the church, they will
begin to grow.
Other ideas may include allowing

the children to help by pairing them
with adults in any type of service min-
istry. Allow youths and children to
serve the shut-ins of the church by
raking lawns or performing other acts
of service. Incorporate lessons with
these interactions.
Adults can greatly impact youths

and children by modeling their faith for
them. Perhaps men could invite boys
to join them for a prayer breakfast,
cookout, or evangelistic outreach.
Perhaps an adult Sunday school class
could teach a mission study for a chil-
dren’s class.
Another idea is to allow the youths

to perform all aspects of a worship
service. This can be done once or
twice a year to allow them to experi-

to learn from children. Children’s
hearts are soft—they have not been
hardened through life. Since every
person is to receive the kingdom as a
little child, watching how little children
learn about Jesus and respond to Him
can help adults learn as well.
“One generation shall praise thy

works to another, and shall declare
thy mighty acts” (Ps. 145:4). One ad-
ditional part of education within the
church that should not be ignored is
the teaching of one generation to an-
other. Each generation has some-
thing to teach a younger generation.
Alternately, the younger generation
can teach the older generation as
well. All of this can be accomplished
by balancing integration across pro-
grams.
Spiritual formation. There is great

value in community and fellowship,
especially in spiritual formation. In
terms of intergenerational ministry, the
best teaching tools can be those that
are participated in by everyone.
How will a child learn to worship if

he never joins in worship? How will
older youths know and experience
prayer outside of the group unless
they experience it with adults? Does
an elder in the church understand
what the young people are involved
in?
Spiritual formation and Christian

maturity are learned. They are not
learned in isolation but with the com-
munity and body of Christ.
A part of spiritual formation is the

understanding that relationships are
important. Through relationships, the
church functions as it should. By in-
tentionally building relationships
among different generations within the
church, teaching takes place that
goes beyond the class and into the
lives of the learners.
As a Christian grows and matures,

he becomes a model for others in the
church. It is like the ripple effect of a
pebble on water. One pebble causes a
ripple that grows and expands out-
ward. Christians should be concerned
with their lifestyle and live before oth-
ers in a way that exemplifies Christ.
Ian Jones wrote in his book The

Counsel of Heaven on Earth (Broad-
man and Holman) that the “phrase
‘one another’” is used  in the Bible “ap-
proximately 160 times, 125 of which
occur in the New Testament.” Its im-
portance is indicated by the number of
times it is used and emphasizes the re-

handle our needs. It also confirms
what the Lord has noted in His Word
time and time again—that He is con-
cerned for the things that matter to us.
His sending us comfort in the form of
His Holy Spirit and through friends and
family members only reaffirms His love
and care. �

How to Encourage Others
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THE world does not need sermons; 
it needs a message. You can go to

seminary and learn how to preach ser-
mons, but you will have to go to God
to get messages” (Oswald J. Smith).
The way that we prepare to preach
and teach may determine whether we
bring a message from God or just an-
other sermon.
From time to time, we should ask

ourselves how we get our messages.
Because we are consumed with pas-
toral concerns, busy family schedules,
and other demands of life, it is easy for
us to shortcut our preparation. How
can we get messages that glorify God
by allowing Him to speak through His
Word? Ezra illustrates for us a Bible
expositor’s commitment—a commit-
ment that led him to perform an ex-
positor’s service to God.

A BIBLE EXPOSITOR’S
COMMITMENT—Ezra 7:10
As a priest and a scribe, Ezra taught

the Scriptures. Although he conduct-
ed many priestly duties, Scripture re-
members him for reading and explain-
ing the Torah (Neh. 8:1-13). Ezra
received a priest’s mandate to read the
law during the Feast of Booths, which
was ordained to commemorate God’s
provision in the wilderness (cf. Deut.
31:11-12). Moses also stated the
deeper purpose of this reading: “that
they [the people] may hear, and that
they may learn, and fear the Lord your
God, and observe to do all the words
of this law” (vs. 12).
The sacred process of hearing, learn-

ing, fearing God, and obeying begins
with reading Scripture and leads to spir-
itual growth. Just as God prepared and
commissioned Moses to be the law giv-
er of the first Exodus, He now prepared
and commissioned Ezra to be the law re-
storer of the “second Exodus.” After
seventy years in Babylonian Exile, God’s
people were restored to their land and to
His ways of worship and growth.

Ezra was commissioned twice. The
Lord of the universe and the king of the
Medes selected and sent Ezra for
complementary reasons. The Bible
clearly states that Artaxerxes sent
Ezra back to Jerusalem with God’s
people because “the hand of the Lord
his God [was] upon him” (Ezra 7:6).
But, crucially, Scripture also tells us
that God sent Ezra because he “had
prepared his heart to seek the law of
the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in
Israel statutes and judgments” (vs.
10).
How did Ezra prepare his heart to

do the Lord’s work? To prepare one’s
heart is to direct one’s attention con-
stantly toward a goal. The word
“heart” is often incorrectly limited to
the seat of man’s emotions, intellect,
and will. But quite commonly, “heart”
is used to describe all that a person
is. Ezra—or anyone who would follow
his example—would devote the
whole of his being toward the task of
Bible exposition, that is, explaining
Scripture.
How important was Ezra’s mission

to him? It was more than a ministry; it
was his life, his all-consuming pas-
sion, and his reason for serving others.
Little else commanded his attention
beyond the work that God had set be-
fore him. Ezra’s ministry entailed a
threefold commitment: to study, to
practice, and to teach God’s law, with
each activity to be observed com-
pletely and in order.
Study God’s Word. Ezra’s mission

from God began with his personal
study of God’s Word. In ancient Israel,
God required that the priest and the
king both receive copies of the Torah
for personal study (Deut. 17:19). What
is more, scribes not only studied and
taught the Torah but also copied,
stored, and preserved the scrolls. The
Bible gives no record of Ezra spending
long hours laboring in God’s Word; this
is simply a given. Details of his train-

ing, perhaps beginning at a young
age, are likewise unknown to us.
Familiarity with Scripture did not

keep Ezra from restudying the same
passages. Ezra’s preparation to be-
come a scribe must have been quite
extensive. But it did not quench his
thirst to study more. The Hebrew term
for “study” means to “search.” One
can imagine Ezra with the Torah scroll
unrolled in his hands, reading by oil
lamplight and searching for answers
to his questions.
Ezra’s people had questions too.

Whenever folks wanted answers to
their questions about what the Torah
taught, they went to the priest to in-
quire. Haggai wrote, “Ask now the
priests concerning the law” (Hag.
2:11). Ezra must have done a lot of
searching for himself and for others.
Live God’s Word. Ezra was not sat-

isfied to be well-informed about
God’s law. What is more, he may have
memorized all of it! Still, he had to
work at understanding its message.
In the very difficult times that were
ahead, Ezra committed himself to liv-
ing out the principles that he had
learned from his faithful study. Not
only did Ezra cling to God’s Word; he
also summoned those to whom he
expounded it to do the same. Ezra’s
pastoral desire for others to do what
Scripture admonishes demanded
that he teach others.
Teach God’s Word. God’s revealed

will as found in the Torah was the only
source for Ezra’s teaching. The Torah
alone may not seem like a lot to teach
when we compare it to the sixty-six
books of the Bible that the church now
possesses. But one must keep in mind
that most of the major doctrines resi-
dent in Scripture from Genesis to Rev-
elation appear in seed form in the first
eleven chapters of Genesis. Ezra had
much to read and expound from those
chapters alone! 

The Pastor’s Study

Preparing to Preach God’s Message
BY DAVE DEUEL
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As Ezra and his interpretive assis-
tants sought to carry out their min-
istry, explaining the Scripture pas-
sage, they modeled a pastoral
concern for applying the law to peo-
ple’s lives. This is evident because
the quotations taken from Genesis
through Deuteronomy recorded in
Ezra and Nehemiah are clearly not
word for word. The modifications
show reapplications to the new situ-
ation Ezra’s people now experienced
in much the same way that the laws
in Deuteronomy reapplied the origi-
nal laws from Exodus to the people’s
new situation as they entered the
Promised Land. Scripture is alive and
powerful and meets people’s needs!
Disciple with Scripture. Teaching

does not end when the text has been
explained. Ezra also conducted a min-
istry of small-group teaching among
the “the chief of the fathers of all the
people, the priests, and the Levites.”
The purpose for their gathering around
Ezra is stated clearly: “to understand
the words of the law” (Neh. 8:13).
The pattern of preaching to the

congregation as well as teaching
leaders in smaller groups reminds us
of Jesus when He expounded the law
both in His Sermon on the Mount and
in His more intimate discipling ses-
sions with the Twelve. Ezra did not
stop short of doing his very best to
make certain that his people and
their leaders understood and lived
the Word of God.
Ezra modeled an expositor’s com-

mitment—studying, practicing, and
teaching—which led him to perform
an expositor’s service to God—read-
ing Scripture clearly and passionate-
ly while explaining the text so that
the people could hear in order to
learn, learn in order to fear, and 
fear in order to obey (Deut. 4:10;
31:12).
God blessed Ezra’s faithful reading

of Scripture, including his helpful ex-
planations. “And all the people went
their way to eat, and to drink, and to
send portions, and to make great
mirth, because they had understood
the words that were declared unto
them” (Neh. 8:12). Encouragingly,
God’s people still rejoice and grow
spiritually when they understand the
words of Scripture.
Preacher, prepare your heart and

your exposition so that you really do
preach God’s message. �

God acted through the proclamation
of His Word. What happened next
should stir the hearts of every pastor
and believer in every local church that
seeks to honor the Lord by obeying
His will as revealed in Scripture.
Read the Book. Unrolling the great

Torah scroll and reading it would
hardly seem to require comment.
But perhaps this is where any dis-
cussion of preparing for expository
preaching should start. Sadly, ex-
positors with good intentions often
read Scripture as if it were inferior to
the sermon itself. They may not ac-
tually believe that, but their mistreat-
ment of God’s Word suggests it. Is it
any wonder that entire congrega-
tions are confused about Scripture’s
authority?
The exposition that followed Ezra’s

reading was the handmaid of the read-
ing itself. Ezra and his assistants took
great caution to explain Scripture
clearly and passionately. But interpre-
tive comments served only to clarify
and support the reading, not the other
way around.
By impl icat ion, the further a

preacher moves away from reading
the text, the greater the risk of adding
superfluous, incorrect, and distract-
ing comments. The extreme situation
occurs when a preacher uses no
Scripture whatsoever and the con-
gregation is left to judge the truthful-
ness of the message from their mem-
ory of Scripture. Priorit izing the
reading will safeguard against im-
posing extraneous ideas on the text
of God’s Word.
Explain the passage. After reading

Scripture, Ezra and others gave the
sense and expounded the recited
text. Thousands of people gathered
together need a lot of explanation!
Few other passages in either the Old
or the New Testaments depict expo-
sitional preaching in such detail for
what it truly is—exposing the written
Word of God so that God’s people,
as Moses of old insisted, hear in or-
der to learn, learn in order to fear,
and fear in order to obey (Deut.
31:12).
Exposition assists the reading

process whether Scripture is being
read for personal or corporate use,
as was the case with Ezra. He ex-
posited only what he first read in
Scripture. Then he based his exposi-
tion on what he had learned through
careful study.

How much did Ezra teach? The ex-
pression “statutes and judgments” in
Ezra 7:10 functions like “land and sea”
or “day and night”—probably meaning
the totality of the Law. Ezra taught it all.
Just as the Apostle Paul taught all
God’s counsel (Acts 20:27), so Ezra
taught all the Torah.
The contents and the order of Ezra’s

commitment to study, obey, and teach
challenge us today. Can we teach
without careful study? Can we live
faithfully without first knowing how
God would have us live? Can we teach
without first understanding Scripture
and then living it out in our lives? Re-
call the popular admonition “Practice
what you preach!”
If each action—study, live, and

teach—is done completely and in cor-
rect order, Ezra’s threefold commit-
ment will prevent a multitude of expo-
sitional shortcomings: study will be
saved from speculation, conduct from
inconsistency, and teaching from in-
sincerity and shallowness.
When one day the people called

upon Ezra to read the law of Yahweh
publicly, Ezra was prepared. Ezra, a
man committed to studying, practic-
ing, and teaching the law of Yahweh,
presented the fruit of his labor. In Au-
gustine’s imagery, he had to offer his
sacrifice. In the simplest terms, he had
to read Scripture so that people could
listen to the voice of God.

A BIBLE EXPOSITOR’S SERVICE
TO GOD—Neh. 8:1-13
Scholars estimate that between

thirty and sixty thousand people
gathered in the square in front of the
Water Gate. They approached Ezra to
make their request—to bring the
scroll of the law that God had given
and read it to the gathering. Ezra re-
trieved the scroll and mounted the
platform of wood built specifically for
this occasion.
As Ezra unrolled the scroll, the peo-

ple stood in reverence. Ezra offered a
benediction, to which the people re-
sponded, “Amen, Amen,” affirming
Ezra’s praise to God. At about the
same time in Israel’s history, a witness
in a court case would affirm the truth
of a plaintiff’s statement before a judge
with “Amen,” meaning, “This is true.”
When we say “Amen,” we assure oth-
ers and ourselves that we have heard
truth.
With Ezra prepared to read and the

people receptive to the Scriptures,



Thanks and Praise

BY MABEL GLENN HALDEMAN

At night beside my bed I pray,
And thank my Father dear

For all His goodness through the day,
And then He seems so near.

Then in the morning when I wake,
I praise Him that He spared

My most unworthy little life,
And that for me He cared.

Throughout the day I thank Him, too,
For all He is to me;

And when the darkness comes
around,

Again my Guard He’ll be. �


