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Minute Meditations

Meditations About First Things
BY

DON MOFFETT

September 1, 2013—Read Psalm 104:24. God created everything to fit together. Marvel at this. All things fit
together. All things work together. The stars, planets, and
moon in our solar system are just the right distance from
each other. God sustains their paths so that they do not
collide. The earth seems to have received His greatest attention. Things are just the right distance from each other and in just the right place to sustain a balance we cannot even comprehend.
September 8, 2013—Read Genesis 2:18. Man was
made a social being, so it was not good for him to be
alone. That was the first thing that God declared to be not
good. God then provided a human being appropriate for
Adam. She was made from him to be a counterpart to him.
They would provide for each other’s needs physically,
emotionally, and spiritually.
September 15, 2013—Read Genesis 3:22-23. Oh, the
grace of God that He did not leave the man in his ungodly plight! Man had fallen and was robbed of his perfection.
If he had eaten from the tree of life, he would have lived
forever in a terrible state. In His mercy, God removed
Adam and Eve from the Garden and began the plan of salvation, which He had ordained from the foundation of the
world.
September 22, 2013—Read Genesis 9:11. It must be
noted that God did not say that He would never again destroy the earth but that He would never again destroy this
earth by water. He also promised that seasons would continue for man’s good. There will be a time when, with terrible destruction, the earth will be refined and renewed.
September 29, 2013—Read Genesis 11:8. God’s grace
once again showed itself. Our God is so gracious! He
stopped man time and again from self-destructive behavior. He stopped men from building a tower and congregating in one place. God had ordained that man was
to fill the earth. He would not permit them to fulfill the
wickedness of their hearts with whatever purpose they
had planned.
October 6, 2013—Read Genesis 15:18. The land that
was promised to Abraham extended all the way from the
Euphrates River to a river on the border of Egypt. This
Promised Land would include all of Israel and much of present-day Syria. The promise was accomplished in the days
of kings David and Solomon (I Kings 4:21; II Chron. 9:26).
October 13, 2013—Read Genesis 18:14. God promised Abraham and Sarah a son. God’s promise was based
on His ability to accomplish the task. There is nothing He
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cannot accomplish. In Luke we read that the angel told
Mary the same thing—“With God nothing shall be impossible” (1:37). The faith of those who heard these words, as
well as our own faith, could be strengthened because of
that glorious truth.
October 20, 2013—Read Genesis 21:12-13. God, in
His sovereign grace, promised that Ishmael would be the
forefather of a great nation. It is comforting to know that
despite what we often think is right and is the best course,
God is in control. His plans will be fulfilled.
October 27, 2013—Read Genesis 28:15. God has often said that He will always be there for His children. The
going would get tough for Jacob, so God said that He
would be with Jacob wherever he went. He would always
be there when persecutions or trials or whatever else
came. This is the promise He gave the church when Jesus gave her His marching orders (Matt. 28:20).
November 3, 2013—Read Exodus 3:16-17. Moses
delivered God’s message to the elders of Israel, the
heads of the tribes. God’s words would have reminded
them of the words of Joseph (Gen. 50:24). God would
see the misery of His people, and He would deliver
them. He watches over His children. He saw our misery,
our groaning for redemption, and has given us Jesus,
who has taken away the sins of the world and is going
to return as King and Lord of all. There will be no more
afflictions.
November 10, 2013—Read Exodus 12:14. Passover, a
day of celebration, is a memorial. The Israelites were to
remember that day forever. It was to be celebrated with
diligence, solemnity, and joy. God’s instructions on how
to observe the Passover had to be followed exactly. There
were to be no human alterations. The symbolism of the
sacrificial lamb is replaced by the true Lamb of God, who
has taken away our sins.
November 17, 2013—Read Exodus 14:30. God delivered the Israelites from the hands of the Egyptians when
they crossed the Red Sea. He let the Israelites see the
dead bodies on the shore, evidence of God’s power and
justice. God also lets Christians see what they were delivered from. God is all-powerful to deliver.
November 24, 2013—Read Exodus 40:38. God has
delivered or saved you if you have trusted Jesus as Saviour. He guides you and leads you. He has provided His
Word to lead you (cf. Ps. 119:105). He leads in ways you
cannot understand or fathom. ★
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Christians Should Give Thanks
BY

UR modern American Thanksgiving holiday tradition traces its
origin to the 1621 Thanksgiving celebration at Plymouth in present-day
Massachusetts. In 1620, more than
one hundred people sailed across the
Atlantic Ocean to settle in the New
World. This religious group had serious objections to the beliefs of the
Church of England, which led them to
separate from it. They were part of the
English Protestants known as Puritans.
Their first winter in Plymouth was
extremely difficult. They arrived too
late to grow many crops, and deprived
of sufficient fresh food, half the colony
died of disease. The following spring,
the Wampanoag Indians taught them
how to grow corn, which was a new
food source for the colonists. The Indians also introduced them to other
seed crops to grow, as well as how to
hunt and fish.

O

JACK RIGGS

In the autumn of 1621, the colonists
harvested plenteous crops of corn, barley, beans, squash, and pumpkins, for
which they were profoundly thankful.
Governor William Bradford proclaimed
a day of thanksgiving. It was a day to
render thanks to Almighty God for His
abundant blessings as the Pilgrim families gathered in their meetinghouse.
Most of the Pilgrims were God-fearing
believers who were especially aware of
the providence of God in their lives.
The colonists invited the Wampanoag Indians and their chief to be their
guests. The Indians brought deer to
roast along with the turkeys and other
wild game furnished by the colonists.
From the Indians, the pilgrims learned
how to cook cranberries and several
kinds of corn and squash dishes.
In the years that followed, many of
the original colonies celebrated the
autumn harvest with a thanksgiving
day but not on the same date. In No-

From the Editor’s Desk
Thanks to Be Given
BY

DON RUFF

N several places in Paul’s epistles, he
gave thanks for his fellow Christians.
He was thankful for Priscilla and Aquila
(Rom. 16:3-4). He was thankful for the
believers at the church in Rome, whose
faith was “spoken of throughout the
whole world” (Rom. 1:8). In a letter to
the Corinthians, he stated that he was
thankful for the grace God had given to
bring them to salvation and sanctification. Paul wrote to the believers in
Philippi that he thanked God for them
whenever he thought about them. He
was thankful for their partnership in
spreading the gospel.
The Gospel Worker Society and
Union Gospel Press are thankful for
the writers whose articles, stories, and
lessons you read within our publications. Many of them have partnered
with us for several decades in spreading the gospel. Their writing is a ministry to believers who study God’s
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Word to grow in the faith, and to unbelievers it is a light to bring them to
the knowledge of salvation in Christ.
Sometimes we receive a letter or an
e-mail from one of our writers requesting prayer concerning some
matter such as his health or that of a
loved one. We have received letters
from writers informing us that a loved
one or dear friend of theirs has died.
As you read this issue of the
GOSPEL HERALD AND THE SUNDAY
SCHOOL TIMES, please keep the
writers in your prayers. You will see
their names in the bylines. Sometimes
writers request prayer within their material; so after you have read an article,
be sure to pray for them. Specific
needs might not be mentioned in the
articles, but you can pray to God giving thanks for each writer. Ask God to
daily bless them with His love, grace,
and mercy. ★

vember 1777, the Continental Congress made the first national Thanksgiving proclamation. December 18,
1777, was set aside for a solemn
thanksgiving to Almighty God for His
benefits and to seek His blessing on all
their labors, educational pursuits, and
religious endeavors. The day was observed free from work and recreation.
George Washington became the
first president to declare a national
Thanksgiving holiday. He considered it
the duty of the people to show reverence and gratitude to Almighty God
for His blessing. He urged the nation
to implore God’s continued blessings
on them. President Washington set
aside November 26, 1789, to be a day
devoted to giving thanks to God.
Many decades later, President Abraham Lincoln, looking for ways to unite
the nation, proclaimed in October an
annual national day of thanksgiving.
The last Thursday of November was
designated as a day to give thanks and
praise for the blessings that had come
upon the nation from the hand of God
alone. God was the beneficent Father
who dwelled in heaven.
The final Thursday in November was
the regular date of Thanksgiving in
most of the states into the twentieth
century. President Franklin D. Roosevelt moved the national day of
thanksgiving to an earlier date by issuing a proclamation in 1939. The reason was to lengthen the Christmas
shopping season and hopefully give
the economy a boost. The date was
changed to the fourth Thursday in November beginning in 1942.
Thanksgiving Day from its beginning
was intended to be a day on which
Americans gave thanks to God for all
His blessings and mercies throughout
the year. Many Americans do celebrate
this day in this way. Special church
services, sometimes including united
community church services, are held
on the evening before or on Thanksgiving morning. Many families celebrate God’s goodness together around
the Thanksgiving table.
However, many Americans think of
Thanksgiving Day merely as a wonderful time to celebrate getting out of
school for a long weekend, enjoying a
day off from work, and indulging in a
sumptuous dinner. Most government

offices, businesses, banks, schools,
and other organizations are closed on
Thanksgiving Day. Many offices allow
their personnel a four-day weekend
with the Friday after Thanksgiving as a
holiday.
The Thanksgiving holiday is one of
the busiest periods for travel in the
United States. Thanksgiving Day parades are held in some cities and
towns. The day after Thanksgiving,
known as Black Friday, is one of the
busiest shopping days of the Christmas season. Viewing a football game
on television or even attending a game
is part of the normal fare of events on
Thanksgiving Day for many.
These activities are all well and
good, but it is certainly evident that as
a nation we have lost sight of the real
purpose of Thanksgiving. Our nation
has become so irreverent that thanking God is a matter of mere lip service.
Christians should celebrate Thanksgiving as a day of reflection and giving
thanks to Almighty God for His abundant blessings upon us individually
and collectively as a nation. We should
set the example for what it means to
be truly thankful to God.
Christians should always be thankful people (Eph. 5:20). Giving thanks is
a natural expression of gratitude to
God in response to who He is and for
His blessings, protection, and love.
Gratitude is not a device to be used to
manipulate the will of God. Rather,
gratitude is a joyful commitment of
one’s heart and mind to God.
Thanksgiving is a disposition reflecting our total dependence upon God.
The expression of gratitude brings us
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closer to Him (Ps. 50:23), for being
thankful makes us more aware of our
relationship with Him as our Heavenly
Father. Gratitude toward God makes
life fully enjoyable for His people.
Thanksgiving was central in the Old
Testament worship of the Lord. All creation is said to join in offering thanks to
God (Ps. 145:10). The idea of inanimate creation praising the Lord was a
way of giving recognition to God as the
Creator of all. Every aspect of God’s
creation and providence provides the
evidence of His sovereign power, control, and blessing in life (19:1). The giving of thanks by God’s people is one
means by which the knowledge of God
is spread abroad (57:9; 105:1).
The psalmist valued a song of
thanksgiving more than sacrifice (Ps.
69:30-31). He was not saying that animal sacrifices were unacceptable to
the Lord. He was affirming that the
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving
from the heart was acceptable, while a
blood sacrifice given only as a ritual
endeavor was not. This compares with
the instructions that obedience is preferred by the Lord rather than sacrifice
alone (I Sam. 15:22; Ps. 40:6-8).
The Lord’s great deeds were to be received with thanksgiving (I Chron.
16:8-9). Even adversity was to be received with thanksgiving, for God was
trusted as just (Job 1:21-22). God is always present to bless and to sustain us
(Ps. 139:7-10). Job’s adversity served
to instruct him as to who God is and
how He governs the world (Job 42:1-6).
Thanksgiving was an individual expression of gratitude for deliverance,
both personal (Ps. 35:17-18) and na-

tional (44:7-8). God was recognized
for His faithfulness to all generations of
His people (100:5). Personal reflection
on the Lord’s past acts of mercy promoted the psalmist to offer praise and
to glorify God (86:12-13). This included thanks to the Lord for deliverance
from his enemies (109:29-30) and
death (86:12-13).
God is not always angry. But when
He turns away His anger in mercy and
extends His forgiveness, it is a definite
cause for special thanksgiving (Ps.
30:4-5; Isa. 12:1). A special thank offering to express gratitude for release
from distress, troubles, and death was
to be offered to the Lord (Pss. 107:2122; 116:17). God was also thanked for
the final judgment of the wicked (5:410). This was a thankful recognition of
the righteousness of God, who found
no pleasure in wickedness.
David employed the Levites to be
worship leaders in giving thanks and
praise to the Lord God of Israel
(I Chron. 16:4). The temple musicians
played their various instruments, directing God’s people in thanksgiving
and praise (II Chron. 5:13). The temple
singers and choirs were also part of
the divine worship (Neh. 12:46).
The Israelite pilgrims who came up to
Jerusalem to worship were to enter the
temple with thanksgiving (Pss. 42:4;
100:4). Attendance in the house of the
Lord was a joyous occasion. The Israelite worshippers were called upon to
give thanks to the Lord for His holiness,
goodness, and mercy (97:12; 107:1).
Thanksgiving is also central in the
New Testament. Jesus provided
Christians with an example for giving
thanks to God. He thanked the Heavenly Father for His special revelation of
truth (Matt. 11:25). He thanked the Father because He had heard His prayer
(John 11:41). Jesus gave thanks for
the food before He distributed it to the
multitudes (Mark 8:6; John 6:11). Food
is a gracious provision from the Heavenly Father.
The Lord’s Supper is a thanksgiving
meal for believers that follows Christ’s
example of giving thanks (I Cor. 11:2425). The leper Jesus healed thanked
Him (Luke 17:16). By contrast, the selfrighteous Pharisee displayed his erroneous belief in his own righteousness
when he thanked God that he was not
like others, who were sinners (18:11).
Paul stressed thanksgiving to God
as he engaged in thanksgiving himself
(I Thess. 3:9). Thanksgiving should be
(Continued on page 9)
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Labor, Leisure, and Laziness:
Wisdom from Proverbs for Labor Day
BY

T is a wonderful blessing to be able
to find meaning, fulfillment, and
contentment in one’s work. After all,
we spend too much time at work to allow it to be a drudgery. But sometimes
it can be very disheartening to struggle to find a job or career that provides
a sense of satisfaction.
As we celebrate another Labor Day,
we should ask: What is God’s perspective on our work?
Truly, God intends that our work
would not only be meaningful to us but
also bring glory to Him. The Lord, in
fact, instituted a plan of work for Adam
and Eve to accomplish in the Garden
of Eden prior to their Fall into sin (cf.
Gen. 2:15). This was a blessing. Thus,
work was not a result of the curse—although the corruption of that work did
result, to some extent, from the curse
that God later placed on the ground
(cf. 3:17-19). Furthermore, there will
be work for the glorified saints to do in
heaven, even after sin has been eradicated (cf. Rev. 22:3).
Our labor is not perfect today, but
neither is it without significance. Work
gives us an opportunity to serve the
Lord while we also provide for our
physical needs. Thus, God uses our
work in the process of our sanctification as Christians.
Sadly, many people do not find
great meaning in their work. Whether
it is because they view the particular
tasks they have to perform as insignificant, because their surroundings are
less than ideal, or simply because they
are not basing their efforts on the foundation of a sure hope in Christ, many
find work very unfulfilling. Even Labor
Day itself—a day of recreation and rest
for many—can become a symbol of
the disquiet that workers may experience when they do not have a biblical
understanding of work and all things
related to it. Nevertheless, the biblical
view of work can redeem even the
most menial tasks if they are done for
the glory of God.

I

PROVERBS ON LABOR
The book of Proverbs in particular
has much to say about the nature and
value of our work. Proverbs 14:23, a
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PAUL J. SCHARF, M.DIV.

classic verse on the subject of work,
states, “In all labour there is profit: but
the talk of the lips tendeth only to
penury.”
This is just one of dozens of verses
in the book of Proverbs that deal with
the related issues of work, diligence,
and slothfulness, which will be the
subjects of this article.
Of course, this is only one of the
many subjects that are dealt with thematically throughout the book of
Proverbs—a unique book of poetry in
the Old Testament. Tools such as a
concordance and a reference Bible
will help you greatly as you study it.
The major premise of the book is
that wisdom is a mark of righteousness and leads to blessing, while foolishness is a mark of wickedness and
leads to destruction. The kind of wisdom under discussion here is that
which is based on “the fear of the
Lord” (Prov. 1:7).
Specific to this study, we will learn

that engaging in disciplined and productive labor is a mark of godly wisdom. We will first look at the subject
from the negative viewpoint.
THE SIN OF SLOTHFULNESS
Proverbs shows clearly that slothfulness is sin. The Bible calls us to a
living, vibrant, working, and effective
faith that manifests itself in hard work,
good works, and even a spirit of excellence in all that we do. The old nature, however, is generally prone to
laziness, procrastination, and shirking
our God-given duties.
Proverbs has much to say about the
path that leads to slothfulness. Lacking the industry of a simple creature
like the ant, the slothful person simply
oversleeps (6:6-11). Missing the great
opportunities that daylight brings, he
fades into poverty.
This truth is reiterated in Proverbs
10:5: “He that gathereth in summer is
a wise son: but he that sleepeth in har-

vest is a son that causeth shame.”
Proverbs comes back to this theme in
19:15 and 26:14.
Proverbs 20:13 pinpoints this particular problem as the love of sleep.
There certainly are times when a person is exhausted and needs nothing
more than to have a long night of uninterrupted sleep in order to be reenergized. However, there is a difference between this and oversleeping
as an alternative to facing the problems of life or to engaging in the activities necessary to meet a particular
challenge.
Proverbs 23:19-21 even teaches
that there are similarities between
drowsiness and drunkenness (or gluttony). Poor habits or a lack of biblical
discipline concerning what a person
ingests may in fact be a cause or a result of poor sleeping habits. In serious
cases, a person may need to consult
his family physician on this point.
Many cases, however, may be solved
by simple moderation in obedience to
this text.
Conversely, Proverbs 19:24 and
26:15 paint the incredible picture of a
person so lazy that he cannot even
finish what he started to eat! This appears to be an extreme case of the issue Solomon was dealing with—one
of a person whose laziness and love
for sleep override even the need to
eat.
Slothfulness is related to sloppiness. The slothful person goes hunting
and kills an animal but then allows it to
go to waste without preparing it to be
used as food (Prov. 12:27). His property also distinctly portrays his vices,
as noted in the detailed description
given in 24:30-34.
At the heart of such slothfulness is
selfishness. In Proverbs 20:4, it is the
avoidance of hard work during the
growing season that puts a man in a
position where he must beg later (from
those who have worked hard in the
fields), when others are harvesting. He
even offers the excuse of “a lion . . . in
the streets” (22:13; cf. 26:13).
Proverbs 21:17 reveals that it is the
love of “pleasure,” “wine,” and “oil”
that leads to poverty. This truth is restated in 28:19. The slothful man engages in recreation—not in celebration of accomplishing his task but as a
way to avoid performing it at all (cf. Eccles. 10:16-18).
Needless to say, in today’s world—
with its array of entertainment choices, including television, the Internet,
FALL QUARTER 2013

and all aspects of social media—it is
almost harder to avoid distractions
than it is to avoid labor. A person
working in an office may be tempted
to follow electronic rabbit trails all day
long; he leaves exhausted but having
accomplished nearly nothing on the
job.
Yet the time we have in this life is a
gift from God, not to be wasted in this
manner. A worker is accountable to
Him, as well as to any human authorities, for the use of it. When a person
chooses the course of slothfulness, he
allows that precious time to disappear
with nothing to show for it in return.
Others will recognize this trait and realize that such a person is not trustworthy (Prov. 10:26). Over time, the financial consequences of this lifestyle
will be obvious and disastrous (13:18,
23).
Solomon says that this man will suffer great difficulty (Prov. 15:19; 18:9).
“The desire of the slothful killeth him;
for his hands refuse to labour. He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the
righteous giveth and spareth not”
(21:25-26). Even after all of this, however, “the sluggard is wiser in his own
conceit than seven men that can render a reason” (26:16).
Both slothfulness and diligence may
become patterns in one’s life, so it is
very important to take these biblical
teachings to heart and begin to practice diligence. “As for the pure, his
work is right” (Prov. 21:8).
THE DUTY OF DILIGENCE
We move now to all that Proverbs
says positively regarding diligence. It
quickly becomes clear that God will
bless productive effort. In fact, God
tests our character through our work
(24:12). The righteous man is tenacious in pursuing the goals that he believes the Lord has set before him (vs.
16).
In contrast to “the field of the slothful” of Proverbs 24:30, the diligent
man’s orderly home is pictured in
verse 27. Solomon even gives the order in which the tasks of building a
home should be undertaken, showing
how we may learn and apply many
scriptural truths in very practical ways
in the course of daily living.
As it does with slothfulness, so
Proverbs also displays the rewards of
diligence. They certainly include the
material possessions that are often
the direct result of one’s industrious
efforts (10:4, 16; 12:11; 13:4, 11).

The process of being diligent sometimes involves hard work and inconvenience, but the effort will be repaid.
Sometimes the motivation to work
may come from the simple needs of
life (Prov. 16:26). One of the greatest
workers in the book of Proverbs is the
virtuous woman of chapter 31. She
works hard in caring for the needs of
her husband and children (vs. 13). As
a result, “All her household are clothed
with scarlet” (vs. 21).
The diligent worker has a vision for
his work (Prov. 21:5) and wisely avoids
potential dangers (22:3; 27:12). He is a
careful steward of all that God entrusts
to him (27:23-27). In return, God may
grant the diligent man even more opportunities for service and increase (cf.
12:24; 18:16; 22:29). The diligent man
will be widely known for his reliability
and trustworthiness in serving others
(25:13; 27:18).
(Continued on page 17)

Our Doctrinal
Statement
1. We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original
writings, are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and
conduct.
2. We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things,
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, that
of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
3. We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.
4. We believe that man was created in the image of God; that
he sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are
born with a sinful nature; and that when they reach the state of
moral responsibility become sinners before God in thought,
word, and deed.
5. We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that
all who believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand
before Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.
6. We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body He
is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, the
High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the family of God.
7. We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and
blessing to the whole world.
8. We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized by
the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.
9. We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.
10. We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting punishment of the unsaved.
—Union Gospel Press Division
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Worship and Remembrance
BY

VERY year, I look forward to
Thanksgiving Day for weeks with
both joyful anticipation and dread. It
represents both the best and the worst
events in my life. Each year Thanksgiving Day is both a cause for celebration and a painful reminder.
A lifelong Midwesterner, I have always loved autumn. Unlike many
teens, I loved going back to school in
September, renewing acquaintances
and plunging into classes. The dying
of summer appealed to my youthful
melancholy and inspired poems and
the writing of long letters to friends.
Then came October, with its blaze of
color in the hardwood forests that surrounded my home. Someday, I
thought, if I ever get married, I want the
ceremony to be in October, with the
auditorium of the church decorated in
bright red maple leaves.
“Someday” actually arrived, but by
the time I became engaged to be married, I had learned that life is not as
manageable in the real world as it is in
the dreams of a teenager. The wedding had to be arranged not just according to my preferences but also to
accommodate those who would be in
the wedding party, good friends who
were still in college. The date was set
for Thanksgiving Day at two o’clock in

E
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CATHERINE RUNYON

the afternoon. The maple leaves were
gone, but oak branches, cedar
boughs, and bronze and yellow mums
made for a beautiful setting.
My wedding anniversary seldom
falls on Thanksgiving Day, but it is always within a few days of it. Each year,
as the holiday approaches, I remember the goodness of God in preparing
just the right mate for me. God has
sustained us through the days that
make up the years of marriage. Some
of them have been forgotten because
they were routine, and some have
been forced out of memory because
they were unpleasant. The sum of the
parts, however, is a blessed union in
which two people have tried to serve
God and each other and have been
blessed with increasing satisfaction
and knowledge of God’s love. We
thank God for each other. We praise
Him for His plan to bring us together
and for His ability to sustain us.
We were blessed with three boys. My
husband and I chose to teach them at
home instead of sending them to
school. One of the topics our family
used as a base for a section of study
was the Christian history of the United
States. Thanksgiving was the perfect
place to start. Anyone who teaches
knows that a teacher, if he is serious

about the job, learns far more through
preparation than the student picks up
from the lesson, and I was no exception.
I learned along with the children to
appreciate the commitment and sufferings of the Pilgrims. Secular historians were characterizing the Mayflower
band as adventurers, opportunists
who hoped to claim free land, and religious separatists who were acting
merely out of intolerance of any faith
but their own. We learned that while
not every individual had pure motives
for coming to the New World, documents show that the group’s intent
was to honor God. They suffered persecution and deprivation for their faith.
On Thanksgiving Day we set the
table for our own feast. We started
with seven kernels of dry corn on each
plate—the settlers’ daily per-person
ration during the hardest part of their
first winter. We praised God for His
plan to bring the gospel to the New
World and for His material blessings.
Children grow up quickly. All our
children were teenagers when a series
of financial setbacks caused us to sell
our home and move to an apartment—
a difficult task and an even more difficult adjustment for the family. Still, the
faithfulness of God was evident that
September as circumstances fell into

place one by one. Within a few weeks
we had settled into our convenient
apartment. Our oldest boy had found
a new job within walking distance. Our
middle son, a senior at the Christian
school he had attended since eighth
grade, had to walk only a block to attend classes. Our youngest struggled
with leaving his neighborhood friends.
But they promised to visit, and since
he was still homeschooled, he got to
spend more time with his father.
I was feeling the stress in different
ways. I was working full-time as a reporter and columnist for a local newspaper, and the move had added extra
driving time. Undiagnosed health problems were wearing me down. I gained
weight. I slept poorly. November came,
and the days were darker than usual.
There was no snow—only cold rain—
and along with it more wind, since we
were closer to the shore of Lake Michigan. I struggled with depression but
thought everything would be all right.
The week before Thanksgiving was
busy. My husband and I had been investigating the possibility of buying a
small business in another state. We
had an appointment to talk to a man
from our church who we hoped might
help us work out financial details. We
arranged to have dinner with him and
his wife on that Friday evening.
At noon my oldest son called my office. I was working on deadline and considered asking him to call back later, but
for some reason I took his call. He was
planning to walk to a shopping area
about four miles from our apartment to
look for plants for an aquarium. (He had
been planning to set up an aquarium for
months, but since we knew we would
be moving, we had asked him to wait
until we were in the new place.)
The weather was threatening, but I
did not want to “overmother” a nineteen-year-old who was just becoming
independent. I asked him to take a certain route as he walked so that he
would be on sidewalks, and to stop at
a restaurant if he got cold. Then I said,
“Bye, hon. Love you.”
He did not come home for supper.
My husband and I went to our dinner
appointment. When we came home,
we were surprised to find that he had
not returned and had not called. We
made a couple of phone calls. Perhaps
he had run into a friend while shopping
and gone to stay overnight. We finally
went to bed, uneasy but not frightened.
However, when he did not return during
the night, call, or report for work the
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next morning, we became very concerned and decided to call the police.
It was then that I picked up the
morning paper and saw the front page
news about a fatal accident not far
from our home. A young man matching
our son’s description had been struck
by a train while walking on the tracks
about a mile from our apartment.
A kind and sensitive police officer
confirmed our fears. Our son was
dead. Somehow, his wallet and identification had been lost. Confusion,
unanswered questions, and grief I had
never before experienced settled in for
the coming days. A funeral had to be
planned. The service I had hoped
would be a testimony to a young man’s
love for Christ and his missionary vision seemed to fall flat. I had hoped to
be a source of strength and hope for
others; I was, instead, crushed by the
weight of my loss, barely functioning.
We buried our son on Wednesday,
the day before Thanksgiving. It was our
twenty-seventh wedding anniversary. A
good friend called and said, “Why don’t
you come over and have dinner with us
tomorrow? It will be just our family.”
I did not want to go, but the prospect of sitting at home on Thanksgiving Day was even worse. We went to
their home, one of our son’s favorite
places to visit, and had a quiet dinner.
It was just what we needed to get
through the day. It will always be remembered as a testimony to the kindness of friends who showed their love
in such a practical way.
Like many before me, I turned to
God’s Word for comfort. I was dismayed to find that beautiful, poetic
passages I had loved for years now
seemed empty. I read the book of Job
over and over, and gradually, as the
months and years went by, I learned
what Job learned—that the only proper response to tragedy is worship
(1:20). It was not my place to figure out
what God was doing, but only to trust
His holy, perfect, righteous nature and
yield to His plan and purpose.
At a particularly low point during
those days, I wondered whether I
could be wrong. Perhaps all that I
knew of the Christian faith was a
house of cards. I read the obituary of
a Tibetan monk and thought about
how sincerely he had practiced his
faith. Could he have been right and I
wrong? Did God even exist?
One day I stood on the balcony of
our apartment and looked off toward
the tree line on the horizon. There was

nothing extraordinary about the scene,
but gradually I was reminded of the
testimony to God’s existence given in
creation. Though in theory I might
question the existence of an all-powerful, all-knowing God, in the physical
world I saw His works and was
amazed. Creation showed His power
in ways I could never dismiss. Yes, God
was there, and it logically followed that
He had provided a way of salvation and
would guide me home to heaven in His
time, in His way, just as He had my son.
The beauty of the season, the
poignancy of the end of summer, the
joys of home and family, the testimony of all those who have gone before
us in the faith—all are wrapped up in
Thanksgiving Day, a day of worship
and remembrance. ★

CHRISTIANS SHOULD GIVE THANKS
(Continued from page 5)

the Christian’s natural response to
God (Eph. 5:4; Phil. 4:6). Christians
give thanks to God through Christ
(Col. 3:17) and also give thanks to
Christ (I Tim. 1:12). Unthankfulness is
an evidence of the depraved heart of
man (Rom. 1:21).
Christians should be thankful for
their deliverance from sin, which then
made it possible for them to become
servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:1718). Thanks should also be given for
their future victory over death and the
grave (I Cor. 15:55-57). Thanksgiving
brings a sense of unity with other
Christians as they give thanks for the
bestowal of His grace on each other
(1:4). The growth in faith and love in
other Christians merits thanks to God
as well (II Thess. 1:3).
God’s daily provisions, such as food,
are to be received with thanksgiving to
Him (I Tim. 4:3-4). Thanksgiving to God
increases with the spread of the gospel
(II Cor. 4:15). It is a part of our worship
as a community of believers (1:11), and
it is also an aspect of heavenly worship
(Rev. 4:9; 7:11-12).
Along with Paul, Christians should
express their gratitude to God for His
indescribable gift of grace in Christ
(II Cor. 9:14-15). Christ is God’s greatest gift to us, for in Him we have eternal salvation and a spiritual inheritance.
He became poor so that we might become rich spiritually (8:9). This gift was
so astounding to Paul that he was unable to fully describe or explain it. ★
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Conflict Resolution and Holidays
BY

T is no secret that almost everyone
has experienced some degree of
conflict during the holidays or knows
someone who has. It makes sense to
conclude that when people who are already stressed and in some cases do
not want to be where they are get together, the potential for emotions to
rule is very high. The moral breakdown
of our culture and our families creates
even more stress for get-togethers.
Fewer people are equipped to wisely
navigate through these holiday events.

I

BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER
During the holidays, we can find ourselves having to deal with numerous
difficult situations. Husband-and-wife
relationships can be calm all year until
the holidays, or one specific holiday,
seem to override their wisdom and understanding. Some spouses do not
feel comfortable around their in-laws
and vice versa. Some couples struggle with dividing visiting time between
parents, and there are instances when
parents have not cut the apron strings
to their adult children, making their
spouses feel very uncomfortable.
There are some guidelines couples
should discuss prior to these events
in order to avoid or lessen the possibilities for holiday conflict. Concern
for the spouse should always be considered first, and family members
should know where foremost loyalties
lie. This should be clarified with wisdom and humility. Couples should
make it a point to express to one another how they feel about the upcoming holiday gatherings before they
happen. Each mate should be open
and sensitive, willing to listen and
compromise.
WHAT ABOUT THE CHILDREN?
Adolescents can experience internal conflicts just as adults do, but
without the maturity or emotional stability to handle them. Most of them are
searching for independence and feel
they are worthy of it. While parents
may acknowledge this, behavioral
guidelines should be laid out during
the holidays, just as they are on other
days. Parents should attempt to make
the holidays appealing to adolescents
by looking for ways to include them.
Communication is the key.
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The holidays and the anticipation of
them can be especially difficult for a
grieving child. Depending on the type
of relationship he had with the one he
is missing, the child may be wondering how such a day or season can
even happen without the loved one. If
the child or adolescent reacts in anger,
remember that even grown-ups are
capable of the same.
Getting children to talk about their
pain can be helpful, as can looking at
pictures or anything that helps them
reflect on absent loved ones. I particularly like the intervention of letter writing. Giving the child or adolescent the
freedom to express his feelings in this
manner is very powerful; it is a
thoughtful, matchless expression of
the soul.
Although these reactions usually are
related to the death of someone very
special, pain is also felt by the young
who are impacted by divorce. Children
of broken homes can find the holidays
to be a dreaded occasion. They know
that issues of who they will be with, on
what day, and how long can lead to a
bad experience. If one parent is still living in anger or bitterness, everyone
loses.

PRAY FOR GUIDANCE
Think of how unwise it is to walk into
a situation of any type without praying
first. The enemy is always looking for
ways to make us angry, miserable, and
foolish. Pray for the event you sense
will be difficult for you. This is one of
the weapons we as Christians have at
our disposal. Second, pray about the
people who may be at the event, and
particularly for that someone you think
is capable of being a problem. Last,
pray for yourself. Honestly acknowledge your feelings to God. Ask the
Lord to help you to not carry a bad attitude, mental baggage, or a lack of
forgiveness to the event.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
Another area of conflict that arises
during holidays is sibling rivalry. What
originated in childhood may still be
causing an adult to behave like a
child. The need to be noticed by parents or recognized by peers has been
nurtured through the years and is now
a stronghold in a very insecure person’s life. He may have left home, but
he did not leave all that he should
have.
It is heartbreaking to see brothers
and sisters who refuse to communicate with one another!

CONFLICT BEGINS AT HOME
Sometimes conflict is thrust upon
us when an individual has a problem
with us. We cannot control his choices, but we can choose to handle the
situation with as much grace as possible.
One does not have to travel to another destination, such as the home of
a relative or friend, to experience conflict. It can be that it was birthed in our
own hearts and lives within us every
second of our lives because we allow
it to. It just has a greater opportunity to
manifest itself during a more stressful
time such as a holiday.
Since we spend most of our time
with family, we should consider the responsibility we have to them and
those who care about us. They are
probably aware of our internal struggle
and have compassion for us. By
choosing unselfishness, we can demonstrate that we are considerate of
their enjoyment of the holidays. With
help from God, we can be a blessing
to them.

WHAT DO WE DO?
The areas of possible conflict previously addressed are a sad reality in
many of our lives. But they do not have
to control us, and God does not want
them to do so. No one has ever said
doing the right thing is always the easy
thing. But doing the right thing has always been the best thing, even if it
does not appear that way immediately.

PREPARE YOUR RESPONSES
Do not allow yourself to get involved
in problematic topics of discussion.
Be sensitive to your environment. If
you wait until you are in a particular situation before you have given thought
to it, you put yourself at a disadvantage. Finally, remember that above all
you are an ambassador of Christ. Paul
tells us in Romans 12:18, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men.”

you are reading this to help someone
you know who faces conflict every
holiday.
We all have heard the cliché “There
must be a better way.” The better way,
the only way to achieve truly meaningful conflict resolution, is to know what
the Scriptures say, decide to obey
them, and ask the Lord for wisdom.
Tell the Lord you are committed to
different results during the upcoming
holidays, and challenge yourself to remain faithful to this pledge. Consider
finding yourself an accountability partner—someone who will keep you focused, cause you to think, ask you
questions, and not retreat should you
become a little hard to get along with
as the special event draws closer.

PLANNED CONFLICT
The Christmas season is often the
most difficult for us. It is a time for joy
as we celebrate the greatest gift ever
given, our Lord and Saviour. This being said—and this being the day that
points to Jesus—it seems this is a time
when Satan desires to make people
the most miserable. He certainly does
not want people praising God; instead, he wants to stir up our past, our
losses, our rejections, and our broken
dreams. God never meant for our
days, especially the days we set aside
for Him, to be times of despair—reflection, maybe, but not despair and
misery.
BREAKING THE HABIT
Have you ever been told about a
habit you did not know you had? It can
happen to any of us. We can develop
habitual negative patterns of thought
and live by them for a long period of
time, influencing our families and
those closest to us. The word used to
describe this is “schema.”
The definition that psychological
thought gives to “schema” implies a
“mental set,” or preconceived
thoughts. Our fashioned thinking
about people, whether family or others, can become our “core of beliefs”
and impact our behavior or response
when we interact with them. Our interFALL QUARTER 2013

nal conflicts can greatly influence the
thinking patterns of others as they respond to us. We can become enslaved
to a habit of wrong thinking that is directing us and spilling over into the
lives of others.
After eleven chapters of presenting
his case to the Romans, the Apostle
Paul said, “And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Rom.
12:2). Paul was saying that they needed to change their “schema.” This is
the only way to achieve godly results.
Luke 15 says that the prodigal son
“came to himself” (vs. 17). He changed
his core of beliefs and started on the
road to reuniting with his father. Paul
admonished two members of the
church at Philippi, Euodias and Syntyche, to be “of the same mind in the
Lord” (Phil. 4:2). He had previously
stated to the Philippians, “Do all things
without murmurings and disputings”
(2:14). The key is to resolve the conflict
within ourselves; we must break the
pattern of wrong thinking.
THIS IS FOR YOU
You may be interested in this article
because you have already begun
thinking about the upcoming holidays
and in your heart you are not looking
forward to the experience. Possibly

A PERSONAL NOTE
Like many of you, I often find myself
somewhat caught up in the flurry of
activity and busyness that goes along
with our holiday seasons. Even though
some very special days are on our calendar, many responsibilities are attached to them. I want to be as cooperative, polite, and understanding as I
possibly can during these days of lastminute schedule changes, the forgotten gift not yet purchased, and so on.
There is one thing I believe I have
learned that keeps me where I need to
be in my heart and my head. Do not let
the holidays pass without giving yourself a worship experience with the
Lord. The Creator of the universe has
become flesh and dwelt among us.
Holy! Holy! Holy! The King of kings has
blessed us beyond measure. Spend
time with Him. It is a blessed truth that
when we turn our eyes to Jesus,
everything else—including our conflicts with others—becomes less important, even to the point of insignificance.
The Scripture reminds us that after
the Magi had seen the young Child,
they fell down and worshipped Him.
They were warned by the Lord not to
return to Herod, so they departed by a
different way. The Lord wants you to
worship Him this season and to
choose a different path. Do not allow
anyone or anything to take away from
your worship experience and the celebration of this wonderful time of the
year. Your behavior and outlook are
not determined by the actions of others but by the choices you make. Like
the Magi, go the way the Lord leads
you. May you receive many blessings
this holiday season! ★
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Gibeah of Saul: Forgotten Capital of Ancient Israel
BY

GIBEAH’S BACKGROUND AND
IMPORTANCE
If asked to name the capital of ancient Israel, most students of Scripture
would quickly name the city of
Jerusalem. The town of Gibeah would
doubtless cross the minds of very few.
Yet Gibeah was Israel’s very first capital city and seat of governing authority. Furthermore, G. Ernest Wright highlighted the special importance of this
Old Testament site by stating, “The
only direct light which archaeology
has thrown upon the age of Saul
comes from the excavation of his capital at Gibeah” (Biblical Archaeology,
Westminster Press).
In Old Testament times, more than
one town bore the name “Gibeah,”
meaning “hill.” But the most important
of these was located three miles north
of Jerusalem in the tribal land allotted
to Benjamin (Josh. 18:28). For this reason, it was sometimes called “Gibeah
of Benjamin” (Judg. 20:10; I Sam.
13:2). It was later referred to as
“Gibeah of Saul” (I Sam. 11:4; 15:34),
for this was the hometown of Israel’s
first king, who was also a Benjamite
(10:26; 15:34). After Saul’s coronation,
Gibeah became his stronghold and
base of operations in Israel’s ongoing
war with the Philistines (13:1-2, 1516).
Local Arab residents call the 2,754foot hill upon which the two-acre site
of ancient Gibeah rests “Tell el-Ful,”
meaning “Hill of Beans.” In modern
times, bean crops have been commonly grown in the area, including the
summit of the hill. According to Dr.
Lawrence A. Sinclair, the terraced hill
is prominent in its fairly isolated setting. Sinclair also noted that Tell el-Ful
was first identified as the biblical city
of Gibeah in 1843 by Werner Gross—
a conclusion quickly embraced by pioneering Palestinian explorer Edward
Robinson (“An Archaeological Study
of Gibeah (Tell El-Ful),” The Annual of
the American Schools of Oriental Research, vols. 34–35).
In 1868, Lt. Charles Warren explored the site on behalf of the Palestine Exploration Fund, but he published no results of his observations.
As Dr. William F. Albright, the brilliant
biblical archaeologist and chief excavator of Gibeah, observed, “Curiously
12 (204)

LARRY V. CRUTCHFIELD, PH.D.

enough Tell el-Ful was one of the very
first sites excavated in Palestine . . .
though in those days the crude walls
and pottery found [by Warren] meant
nothing, and the results attained were
accordingly considered as valueless”
(“Excavations and Results at Tell el-Ful
(Gibeah of Saul),” The Annual of the
American Schools of Oriental Research, vol. 4).
OCCUPATION PERIODS AT
TELL EL-FUL
Albright, professor of archaeology
at Johns Hopkins University for some
thirty years, excavated Tell el-Ful in
1922–23 and 1933 for the American
School of Oriental Research (ASOR).
In 1964, Paul W. Lapp conducted a
follow-up examination with limited
excavation of the site for ASOR and
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
Lapp’s work was intended to answer
lingering questions about Gibeah.
While there were some differences of
opinion between Albright and Lapp,
E. M. Blaiklock noted that Lapp’s
work “largely confirmed Albright’s
findings” (Blaiklock and Harrison,
eds., The New International Dictionary of Biblical Archaeology, Zondervan).
Another reason for Lapp’s work at
Gibeah in 1964 should be mentioned.
He wanted to study the site one last
time before King Hussein of Jordan
destroyed its ancient remains to
make way for a new royal palace. Tell
el-Ful is situated in the area commonly referred to as the West Bank
(of the Jordan River). This land was
under Jordanian control until June of
1967 and the Six-Day War between
Israel and neighboring Arab nations.
The war ended with the West Bank in
Israeli hands and an unfinished Jordanian palace on the summit of Tell
el-Ful.
During 1933, in a more peaceful
time at Tell el-Ful, Albright distinguished five main occupation periods
at Gibeah. He noted, however, that
two of these (Periods II and III) had two
subdivisions as well. Thus, some
scholars, such as Charles Pfeiffer and
Howard Vos, consider the total number of occupation periods to be seven
(Wycliffe Historical Geography of Bible
Lands, Moody).

The first occupation of Gibeah (Period I) is assigned to the twelfth century B.C. Its final destruction occurred in
A.D. 70 when the Roman general Titus
razed Jerusalem. The Period I (or
bedrock) occupation of Gibeah consisted of a small Benjamite village. Albright found various constructions at
that level, but he found no fortress. A
fire destroyed the village, as Sinclair
wrote, “probably at the time of the
events described in Judges 19—20.”
This is a reference to the Israelite tribal war that followed the Benjamite
abuse of a Levite’s concubine at
Gibeah. According to Sinclair, Period I
ended around 1100 B.C.
SAUL’S PALACE-FORTRESS
Unquestionably, the most significant settlement at Gibeah is Period II,
dating to the reign of King Saul, approximately 1020 to 1000 B.C. (Sinclair). Just above the Benjamite village
of Period I, Albright discovered the
most impressive structure at Tell elFul—the palace-fortress of Saul. The
structure measured roughly 170 by
115 feet with a strong tower at each
corner. It served as both Saul’s home
and his stronghold.
As Wright described the structure,
“like all the better homes of the day, [it]
was at least two stories high, the family living on the second floor. A double
[casemate] wall surrounded the
fortress, built of roughly shaped
stones, with smaller stones and chips
to fill the chinks.” This double wall was
some five to six feet thick.
Saul’s palace home would no doubt
have seemed very impressive to his
fellow Israelites at that early stage of
the nation’s tribal existence. But when
compared to other cultures of that
time and to the later reign of Solomon,
it could best be described as rustic
and simple, lacking any of the opulence usually associated with kings
and their castles. William Albright concluded, “Saul was only a rustic chieftain, as far as architecture and the
amenities of life were concerned; a
clear idea of his cultural status is given by the writer’s excavation of his
citadel at Gibeah” (From the Stone
Age to Christianity, 2nd ed., Johns
Hopkins Press).
In this regard, Wright noted, “It

would scarcely have been considered
a comfortable and suitable residence
by the monarchs of Egypt, Syria, or
Mesopotamia, but its simplicity is just
what we should expect of Saul, who
was no wealthy, learned, cosmopolitan statesman, but a warrior and
charismatic hero.”
As proof of the “simplicity of [Saul’s]
life,” Wright catalogued the type of
items Albright found in Saul’s fortress:
“a whetstone, pottery, spinning
wheels, rubbing stones for grinding
flour, and large jars for storing grain,
wine, and oil are just what we find in
every Israelite home of the period.”
Wright described the pottery unearthed by Albright in the fortress area
as “almost entirely utilitarian, with little
ornamentation.”
According to Blaiklock, Saul’s austere palace-fortress was a general reflection of “the poverty of a period [in
which Israel was] just emerging from
a ‘dark age’” (Blaiklock and Harrison).
And Merrill F. Unger maintained that,

generally speaking, what was true
culturally of Saul was “true of all the
Israelite tribes throughout the period
of the Judges and up to the efflorescence of industry and the arts and sciences in the prosperous DavidicSolomonic era. Israelite poverty and
rusticity of life in the pre-monarchic
period are fully demonstrated by
Palestinian excavations” (Archaeology and the Old Testament, Zondervan).
SAUL AND THE IRON AGE
Among the items found in Saul’s
Gibeah fortress is one of special significance. In addition to two bronze arrowheads, one iron plow point was
also uncovered. With regard to the importance of this discovery, Blaiklock
asserted, “Bronze arrowheads and an
iron plowpoint vividly illustrated the
point of transition from the Bronze to
the Iron Ages” (Blaiklock and Harrison). In the same volume, Benjamin C.
Chapman stated that the “Iron Age

plow point unearthed from the tell and
dated about 1010 B.C. is one of the
earliest datable iron implements recovered so far from the Palestinian uplands.”
Why was iron so important in ancient Palestine? The Philistines, Israel’s archenemy during the reigns of
Saul and David, knew. While the Israelites were limited to making agricultural implements and weapons out
of bronze, a softer metal than iron, the
Philistines used their knowledge of
iron smelting to produce much more
durable tools, weapons, and other iron
goods like nails. As a result, the Philistines gained military and economic
superiority over Israel.
Wright pointed out, “The economic
stranglehold which the Philistines had
over Israel when Saul became king is
illustrated by I Sam. 13:19-22.” This
passage makes it clear that the Philistines carefully guarded their knowledge of iron-making technology in order to keep it out of Israelite hands.
But when Israel finally defeated the
Philistines, the changes for God’s
people were dramatic. As Wright declared, “It was only after the first kings
of Israel, Saul and David, had broken
the Philistine power that the metal
came into use in Israel, promptly effecting an economic revolution.” A
higher standard of living for all Israelites had arrived.
ALBRIGHT AND CRITICS OF BIBLE
HISTORY
In addition to Gibeah, Albright acted
as either the director or the archaeological adviser for excavations at the
biblical sites of Shiloh, Beth-el, and
Beth-zur. With respect to these four
sites, Albright declared, “Many previously identified sites have subsequently been excavated, with full confirmation of the identifications . . . [And]
the archaeological history of the sites
has proved to be in the fullest accord
with the indications preserved in the
Bible” (The Archaeology of Palestine,
Penguin Books).
Albright went on to say, “The results
of these excavations have naturally
made an ineffaceable impression on
[my] mind, an impression confirmed
by innumerable finds of other archaeologists. Biblical historical data are accurate to an extent far surpassing the
ideas of any modern critical students,
who have consistently tended to err on
the side of hypercriticism” (The Archaeology of Palestine). ★
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Drama in the Church
BY

RIDAY was my favorite school day
all twelve grades at Mooresboro
School, which I attended in the 1940s
and 1950s. Mooresboro was a small
cotton community in Cleveland County,
North Carolina. In those days, grades
one through twelve were in the same
building. There was no kindergarten.
My classmates and I knew we would
get to go to the big auditorium on Friday to watch a program. The school
principal would send a messenger to
each classroom that morning announcing the program and the assembly time. A program was presented by
a different grade each week. I could
hardly wait for my class’s turn and was
filled with excitement each time I was
chosen for a leading role.
Whether it was a children’s drama
by the first grade, an adventure in history by a middle grade, or comedies
and mysteries by the high school, we
were held captive by the action and dialogue on stage. Friday programs never grew dull or boring. Instead, they
were learning experiences we would
long remember.
The word “drama” is defined as “a
composition in verse or prose intended to portray life or character or to tell
a story usu. involving conflicts and
emotions through action and dialogue” (Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, 11th ed.).
Every day is drama day for today’s
television and Internet generation.
Newborns are introduced to musical
toys and stuffed animals that talk and
move. Preschoolers learn reading and
math early while playing action games
on toy computers and watching educational television. Songs are acted
out on screen in karaoke fashion. The
young generation communicates via
text messaging and e-mail. Lives are
fast paced and action packed at home
and at school.
But what about church? Does drama have a place in Sunday school and
worship services? What advantages
do plays, musicals, monologues, and
other forms of drama have over traditional narration or sermons? Does
God like drama?

F

OLD TESTAMENT DRAMA
In the account of Joseph in the Old
Testament book of Genesis, God used
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deep emotion to teach sinful man the
message of His love and willingness to
forgive. We are moved to tears as we
read the dialogue between Joseph
and his brothers, who sold him into
slavery.
“And Joseph knew his brethren, but
they knew not him. . . . And he wept
aloud: and the Egyptians and the
house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph
said unto his brethren, I am Joseph; . . .
And his brethren could not answer
him; for they were troubled at his presence. And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come near to me, I pray you. . . .
I am Joseph your brother, whom ye
sold into Egypt. Now therefore be not
grieved, nor angry with yourselves, . . .
for God did send me before you to preserve life. . . . And he fell upon his
brother Benjamin’s neck, and wept; . . .
Moreover he kissed all his brethren,
and wept upon them” (Gen. 42:8;
45:2-5, 14-15).
As each brother was released from
Joseph’s embrace, with his tears still
wet on their faces, no doubt they felt
the sweet assurance of forgiveness.
Through this dramatic biblical account, we learn that our Heavenly Father desires that we too experience
that sweet assurance.
Consider the drama of a burning
bush that never burns up. Exodus 3
gives the account of Moses’ unique
encounter with the Creator God. In the
space of ten verses, God captured
Moses’ undivided attention (vss. 2-3);
called him by name (vs. 4); taught him
of His holiness (vs. 5); introduced Himself as the God of Moses’ forefathers
(vs. 6); told Moses that He heard the
cries of His children in bondage (vs. 7);
assured Moses of their deliverance
(vs. 8); and revealed to Moses that He
had a plan for his life (vs. 10).
As we envision this scene, we
should ask, “Does God have my undivided attention? Does He have a plan
and purpose for my life?” (cf. Jer.
29:11).
God demonstrated His sovereignty
and power to the prophets through supernatural happenings, thus teaching
them that His ways are higher than
man’s ways (cf. Isa. 55:9).
In Judges 16, God used one man,
Samson, to defeat Israel’s enemy and
prove that the God of Israel is the one

true God. The Philistines “called for
Samson out of the prison house; and
he made them sport: and they set him
between the pillars. . . . and there
were upon the roof about three thousand men and women, . . . And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O
Lord God, remember me, I pray thee,
and strengthen me, . . . And Samson
took hold of the two middle pillars
upon which the house stood, . . . And
he bowed himself with all his might;
and the house fell upon . . . all the
people . . . So the dead which he slew
at his death were more than they
which he slew in his life” (vss. 25, 2730).
NEW TESTAMENT DRAMA
In the New Testament, Jesus was
continually concerned with colorfully
illustrating His teachings to help the
crowd before Him more fully understand His meaning.
Luke 20 describes how the chief
priests and scribes set about to trap
Jesus into saying the citizens should
not pay taxes. They asked Him, “Is it
lawful for us to give tribute unto
Caesar, or no? . . . [Jesus] said unto
them, . . . Shew me a penny. Whose
image and superscription hath it?
They answered and said, Caesar’s.
And he said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be
Caesar’s, and unto God the things
which be God’s” (vss. 22-25).
The chief priests and scribes were
caught in their own trap. Jesus used
their evil plot as an opportunity to illustrate His teaching that Christians
are to pay taxes and tithe.
Jesus’ use of parables painted word
pictures in the minds of His listeners,
causing them to face truth about
themselves. He used familiar, commonsense objects as visual aids to illustrate His point.
The parable of a tree in Luke 6 is an
example. “For a good tree bringeth not
forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. For
every tree is known by his own fruit.
For of thorns men do not gather figs,
nor of a bramble bush gather they
grapes. A good man out of the good
treasure of his heart bringeth forth that
which is good; and an evil man out of
the evil treasure of his heart bringeth

forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth
speaketh” (vss. 43-45).
Jesus’ analogy forced His listeners
to examine their own hearts. Listeners
today are still forced to do a spiritual
reevaluation in light of Jesus’ words.
Then they must choose to accept or
reject Him.
DRAMA IN THE CLASSROOM
We have heard that a picture is
worth a thousand words. Perhaps a
picture impresses our memory more
than words. The action and dialogue
of drama also remain in our memory.
As spectators, we climb into the characters’ skin. We experience their problems and work through the solutions
along with them. We see ourselves in
them.
Watching actors portray biblical
characters—acting out examples of
trust, obedience, and other fruit of the
Spirit—makes a memorable learning
experience. Based on the most exciting subject matter—the Word of
God—church drama does not cause
diversion from the message of the
gospel; rather, it demonstrates the
message. In a classroom of eager
minds, the teacher and activities director have a gold mine of opportunities for teaching biblical truth.
A short introductory skit can make
a teacher’s lesson on trust and
courage rise off the printed page and
come alive in a child’s mind. A small
David character dons biblical garFALL QUARTER 2013

ments and stands before a towering
Goliath (perhaps the pastor). Armed
solely with a sling and three small
rocks, he declares his trust in the God
of Israel: “I come to thee in the name
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, . . . This day will the
Lord deliver thee into mine hand; . . .
that all the earth may know that there
is a God in Israel. . . . For the battle is
the Lord’s” (I Sam. 17:45-47). Eyes
and face set with determination, he
selects a stone. The little David begins
to rotate the sling, keeping his eye on
the target. As he lets go, the giant begins to fall, alerting the audience to
the direct (pretend) hit between the
eyes, David grabs the giant’s sword
and lops off his head. A brave David
then props one foot on the huge
corpse and gives the victory wave.
(The class applauds.)
The Old Testament book of Jonah
was the focus of our older children’s
midweek Bible study. For a visual aid,
I used puppets and prepared a separate skit on each of the four chapters
of the book, using dialogue and
movement for the Jonah puppet and
others. I added parts for a narrator
and a Bible student to tell the biblical
account. Last, I added parts for an
echo group for special emphasis and
to give each student an active part.
Here are excerpts from our Jonah
puppet drama.
N ARRATOR . Jonah preached God’s
message as he walked about Israel
and down by the sea.

STUDENT. To whom did he preach?
NARRATOR. He preached to his fellow
countrymen in Israel and to you and
me.
STUDENT. To you and me?
ECHO GROUP. You and me!
N ARRATOR. God said to Jonah, “Go
preach to the city of Nineveh.”
STUDENT. Who was in Nineveh?
NARRATOR. Nineveh was Israel’s chief
enemy, who often attacked Israel or
tortured them.
Enter JONAH. Whoa! Preach to Nineveh? That wicked, wicked Nineveh?
I won’t go! I won’t go!
STUDENT. Jonah says he won’t go?
ECHO GROUP. Won’t go! Won’t go.
NARRATOR. Jonah decided to run away.
He went to the city of Joppa and
boarded a ship.
Enter JONAH. I’m going to Joppa. I’ll
get on board. I’m going to run away
from the presence of the Lord! (Exits)
At the conclusion of our study, we
presented the entire drama to the congregation, turning it into a church-wide
learning experience.
The mere mention of drama sparks
the interest of all ages and draws big
crowds (which is an outreach opportunity). But biblical truth portrayed
through the dramatic arts far exceeds
mere entertainment. It reaps eternal
harvests.
Teachers, drama directors, and other leaders, let us make full use of our
opportunities. The audience is eagerly waiting. ★
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The Trinity in the Hebrew Scriptures
BY

HE Trinity is a subject that we will
never fully understand. But God
has given us some basic information in
His Word to help us grasp this difficult
subject.
I would like to preface our study with
a basic principle. God is the Creator of
all things and is completely capable of
speaking for Himself. We should not
read into God’s Word our own human
theological biases. Rather, we must let
God speak for Himself.
Let us begin with Genesis 1:1—“In
the beginning God created.” We will
look at two words, “God” and “created.” The word “God” in Hebrew is Elohim, which is a plural noun. If God is
not plural in the Hebrew Scriptures,
why did Moses use a plural noun when
he had available to him two singular
words, El and Eloah? Moses used a
plural word for God, showing the plurality of God.
Jewish rabbis and many Christian
scholars alike often refer to these plural personal pronouns as the plural of
majesty, a grammatical plural, and the
plural of deliberation, or the heavenly
court. I prefer to believe that because
God is the Creator and Author of
Scripture, He chose to refer to Himself
in the plural to reveal truth about Himself. We should be careful not to reinterpret His words to suit secular
thought.
The second word is “created,”
which is a singular verb. In both English and Hebrew, if the noun is plural,
the verb will usually be plural. However, in the very first sentence of
Scripture, God did not follow that
construction. Why? He did it to make
a statement by drawing our attention
to what He said about Himself. He
is a plurality of persons, but He is
nevertheless one God. So Genesis
1:1 is making a foundational statement concerning divine plurality in
unity.
Next, our attention turns to Genesis 1:26—“And God (Elohim) said, Let
us make man in our image, after our
likeness.” On each day of Creation,
God introduced His creative activity
by saying, “Let there be” or “Let the
earth bring forth,” or something to
that effect. This is a very generic, impersonal, and matter-of-fact statement. However, when Elohim created

T

16 (208)

JOHN B. METZGER

man, He spoke in a very personal way
about His creation. Elohim was
showing His personhood when He
said “Let us” make man instead of
“let there be.” God, who is a person,
was about to create a person like
Himself, with intellect, emotion, and
will.
Elohim, with that word’s nuance of
plurality, created and has dominion
over the heavens and the earth. Now
He was going to create man, who was
to have dominion under Him over the
earth. Elohim, who created man in His
image and likeness now created man,
male and female, plural. Yet man and
woman are to be one (Gen. 2:24), providing a picture (however inadequately) of God’s oneness.
There is yet another factor: everyone reading this article has a body,
soul, and spirit. In some small way, it
helps us to understand the Trinity.
Our body is the only aspect of our being that can be seen. The soul and
spirit, a very real part of us, remains
unseen.
The Second Person of the Godhead
consistently has become the visible
manifestation of Elohim, meaning two
Persons of the Godhead remain invisible. When God revealed Himself
throughout biblical history, He did so
exclusively through one Member of
the plural unity of Elohim. God the
Son, the Second Person of Elohim, revealed Himself in a form that man
could see or hear (or both). This is
called a theophany. God the Son, the
visible manifestation of Elohim, revealed the will of the Father to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Gideon,
Samuel, and others throughout biblical history.
Before moving on, let us look at four
usages of the plural personal pronouns that God used of Himself to
show His plurality in unity—the “us”
passages. We have already looked at
Genesis 1:26, where Elohim, a plural
noun, refers to the creation of man
with “let us,” with each Member of the
Godhead involved.
The second instance appears in
Genesis 3:22. Here the “LORD God” is
speaking. The Hebrew word for LORD
in the English Bible is Yahweh, which
is always a singular word. Here Moses
combined “LORD” and “God,” empha-

sizing the oneness of God and His plurality in the same phrase: “the man is
become as one of us.”
The third occurrence is found in
Genesis 11:7 in reference to the confusion of the languages. Here Moses
wrote that Yahweh, singular, said, “Let
us go down, and there confound their
language.” The plural personal pronoun is connected to Yahweh, which
is a singular word. This means that
Yahweh, the LORD, used the singular
word to describe plurality.
The fourth and last instance is
found in Isaiah 6:8, where the speaker stated, “Whom shall I send, and
who will go for us?” This time Isaiah
referred to God as Adonai, or “Lord.”
Adonai is a name for God that means
“master.” So in the four usages of the
plural personal pronouns, God interchangeably used His names—“God,”
“LORD,” and “Lord” with plural personal pronouns to describe Himself to
us.
The next area to investigate involves
the theophanies of God. In a theophany, God appears in a form that man
can hear or see (or both). We will look
at two passages, Genesis 22 and Exodus 3, as they relate to the Angel of
the LORD.
Genesis 22 is the story of Elohim
testing Abraham, as verse 1 states.
Verse 11 introduces us to “the Angel of
the LORD,” who calls to Abraham out of
heaven. We see in verse 12 that this
person speaks as Elohim: “For now I
know that thou fearest God, seeing
thou hast not withheld thy son, thine
only son from me.” It is the Angel of the
LORD speaking as Elohim, God Himself.
In Exodus 3, Moses met the God of
Israel at the burning bush. Notice in
verse 2 that it is “the angel of the LORD”
who appeared to Moses. Then verse 4
refers to this Person as the LORD and
as Elohim [God], who called to him out
of the midst of the bush. Notice that
these three words are used interchangeably of the same Person, who
is God. Now look at how in verse 6 He
identified Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and the
Speaker is the LORD. In verse 14 God
answered Moses regarding His name
by saying “I AM THAT I AM” had sent
him. What God is saying is that He is

forever present: I AM! Do not miss the
connection that Jesus made in the
Gospel of John with His nine uses of
the phrase “I AM.”
Look at John 18:5-6. In the garden
Jesus said, “I AM,” and all six hundred
Roman soldiers fell backward. Jesus
was referencing His deity through the
use of the “I AM” passages.
Also observe in Exodus 23:20-23
that the “Angel” God was sending
with Israel to guide them through the
wilder ness bore His name. The
Scriptures are clear; the LORD does
not share His name or glory with anyone (Isa. 48:11). This same Angel is
called by Isaiah the “angel of his
presence” (63:9), literally, the “angel
of his face.”
The next item is a passage that Judaism holds to as their proof text for
the absolute oneness of God and the
impossibility of His plurality or triunity.
The passage is called the Shema,
Deuteronomy 6:4. “Hear, O Israel: The
LORD our God is one LORD.” First, LORD
is a singular word for God, but the
phrase “our God” is plural. God keeps
coupling the plural and singular aspects of His being together. The focus
of discussion is the word “one,” the
Hebrew word echad. However, echad
in the writings of Moses occurs over
380 times, and many times it is used in
a context of plurality and not an absolute one.
Let me illustrate. Note that in Genesis 1:5, you have two things becoming
one. Echad is used as a plural compound unity in “the evening and the
morning were the first (echad) day.”
Genesis 2:24 states that man and
woman “shall be one flesh,” two persons becoming one (echad). In Exodus 24:3, when Israel as a nation heard
all the words of the Law, they said with
one (echad) voice that they would
obey.
Deuteronomy 6:4 must be understood along those lines. Its use of
“one” allows for the idea of plurality
(even triunity) in one (echad). The Hebrew language does have a word for a
solitary one—yachid. It is used in Genesis 22:2 and 12 when Elohim tells
Abraham to take his only (yachad)
son—Isaac, the son of promise. Abraham had two sons, but only one of
them was called Isaac. This shows
that even the great Shema of Israel
leaves room for plurality or triunity of
the LORD.
There are several places where “the
LORD” refers to the Second Person of
FALL QUARTER 2013

Elohim. First we have Isaiah 50:1-6.
The LORD spoke in verse 1, and then
again in verse 4, stating that the “Lord
GOD” gave “me” something. Who is
“me” in the context? Most scholars
accept that it is the LORD of verse 1,
giving us a plural reference to God. In
verse 6 the LORD spoke of something
that happened to Him that could happen only if He had a body of flesh. God
is spirit; but how do you scourge a
spirit? How do you tear the beard out
of the cheeks of a spirit or spit on a
spirit? You cannot do any of these
things unless the LORD became flesh
and dwelled among us (John 1:14).
That is exactly what happened at Jesus’ trial.
The second reference is Zechariah
12:1 and 10, where the LORD again
spoke as Creator. In verse 10, He stated that Israel had pierced Him: “and
they shall look upon me whom they
have pierced.” In these two passages,
the Second Person of Elohim described something that happened to
Him when He became flesh and
dwelled among us.
In Zechariah 14:3-4, the L ORD
specifically stated that His feet would
stand on the Mount of Olives. Only the
Incarnate LORD has feet. The Scriptures are clear as to the plurality or triunity of God.
It is also clear that God the Son in
these passages is the LORD. Look at
the words of Jesus in Matthew 23:37,
where He spoke as the God of Israel,
saying that He would have gathered
Israel under His wings but they would
not. Jesus was speaking as the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
There are many passages in the Hebrew Scriptures that show the plurality of God. The best passage in all of
the Hebrew Scriptures to show the triunity of God is found in Isaiah 48:1216. In verses 12 and 13, God stated
that He called Israel, He is the First and
the Last, and He is the Creator of the
universe. As He continued to speak,
He identified Himself with the following statement: “And now the Lord
God, and his Spirit, hath sent me” (vs.
16). In this verse you have all three
Members of the Triunity in view—the
Lord God as the Father; the Spirit as
the Holy Spirit; and the Son, who is the
Sent One, “me.”
The Second Person of Elohim is always the Sent One and never the
Sender. Check out the Gospel of John,
and observe how many times Jesus
stated that the Father sent Him. ★

LABOR, LEISURE, AND LAZINESS:
WISDOM FROM PROVERBS FOR
LABOR DAY
(Continued from page 7)

MAKING WISDOM WORK
What should we do with the wisdom
that God gives us in the book of
Proverbs? Certainly there are many
applications, but here are a few that
may help us put it into practice:
• If you have a job that provides for
your basic needs on this Labor
Day, thank God for it.
• If your job offers you an opportunity to do meaningful work, double
your thanks.
• If your job is one that you love or
that provides you an opportunity
to use your gifts, strengths, education, and experience, double
your thanks again.
• If you have such a job, seek to be
diligent in all that you do, in accord
with the teachings from the book
of Proverbs.
• If you are struggling in your work,
perhaps you need greater motivation to help you avoid the trap of
slothfulness.
Perhaps you can achieve that motivation by surrounding yourself with
things that will spur you on—like sermons and Christian teaching that will
fill your mind with positive messages
as you work or Christian music that will
drown out negative influences that
may be around you.
In other cases, you may need to
seek a different work environment that
provides you with both resources and
challenges that are significant enough
to keep you motivated on a daily basis.
There will always be those who, for
any number of reasons, need or desire
to find a different job. As you search,
seek God’s will and blessing. Remember the great truths that Proverbs
teaches about diligence and slothfulness. Consider also that this is an opportunity for God to show His power in
your life (16:3). Remember that He is
the ultimate source and purpose of all
of our ability to work.
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do it with thy might; for there is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou
goest” (Eccles. 9:10). ★
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Retaliation Is Not an Option
BY

IM AND JOSEPHINE were on their
sixteenth argument of the day.
They said they loved each other, but
neither could keep from blaming the
other for their disintegrating marriage.
Like a slow but constant leak, they
were deflating the happiness that they
had set out to seek when they got married. They were constantly at loggerheads with one another.
How often we hear the statement
“She (or he) started it!” to put the
blame on someone else for whatever
has just happened. The blame game is
as old as Adam and Eve. We often
seek to cover up our own insecurities
by transferring the blame to someone
else as quickly as possible. In this
game, one almost never admits that
he is wrong. If that ever happened, it
would cause the argument to fizzle out
immediately.
Good partners learn to argue properly. Yes, there is truly a good way to
battle it out! Destructive couples tend
to tear down their relationship instead
of building it up. Proverbs 14:1 reminds us, “Every wise woman
buildeth her house: but the foolish
plucketh it down with her hands.” This
is not meant only for women. Men
should take heed of this maxim as
well. This brings us to the title of this
article. Retaliation is truly not an option.
It does not really matter how an argument got started. Every one of us
will likely have an opinion about something that someone else does not
agree with, no matter what the situation in question may be. What truly
matters is how the situation ends and
in what condition it leaves the people
involved. In a negative situation, it
leaves the individuals involved hurt,
angry, and often bitter. This can often
paralyze a person’s daily functioning in
society.
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When emotional pain emerges, a
person often takes on a victim mentality in all of his activities. This can keep
the person down and defeated for a
very long time; it affects everything he
does. But we do have a choice in this
matter; we really do not have to cast
ourselves in the role of victims. We can
be victors instead. This is done by
choosing the higher way of nonretaliation.
The Bible tells us that there are
some good ways to fight one’s battles.
The reality is that we do have a choice
about whether to retaliate or to forgive.
If we choose to forgive, then we have
truly left the matter in God’s hands. We
have committed our hurts and our pain
to Him and are willing to wait for Him
to deal with that other person. I do not
mean to trivialize this, for it truly takes
much prayerful exertion to make the
decision to turn the matter over to
God.
If a person chooses to go in the opposite direction and retaliate, he has to
face the consequences of that choice.
It often leads to a constant searching
for new ways to retaliate. The mind
works overtime trying to create situations for revenge; this can consume
the person. Every waking moment
goes into finding ways to punish those
who brought about a humiliation or
downfall. We have to ask ourselves
whether that is the way we really want
to be for the rest of our lives.
How did Jesus handle the difficult
situations when He was put down and
humiliated?
First, we see that Jesus never really
started an argument. He did cause
people to think about what He said. He
told the religious leaders of His day
things that infuriated them. They got
so angry that on occasion they even
took up stones to throw at Him (cf.
John 8:59; 10:31). There is a big dif-

ference between boldly stating things
that are true before an enemy and
causing an argument that will eventually escalate and explode.
Avoiding the start of an argument
can be difficult for us if we do not stay
on guard. Satan often creeps up on us
unaware. Peter denied Jesus three
times in a fairly short amount of time
and then cried his heart out in repentance. He had not been alert. He later
reminded us, “Be sober, be vigilant;
because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour” (I Pet. 5:8). We
are to resist him by relying on the Holy
Spirit within us.
Second, we see that sometimes Jesus simply walked away from such situations. In the middle of a potentially
explosive situation we see Jesus simply walk through the midst of the gathering and leave the scene (cf. John
10:39-40). That is often not what we
want to do. We want to finish what
someone else has started. We want to
straighten out the rest of the world. We
believe that God has sent us on a mission to put everybody in their place.
Angry young people often define
themselves this way.
The opposite of such a haughty attitude is humility. The sixteenth-century English preacher John Bradford is
said to have responded when he saw
a group of criminals being led to their
execution, “But for the grace of God,
there goes John Bradford.” He had an
overwhelming sense of the grace of
God in his own life. At the age of fortyfive, Bradford himself was executed
for his faith. He went to his death in
peace, choosing not to retaliate in any
way. He was in the able hands of his
God.
Third, Jesus set an example of relinquishing control of situations to the
Father. We have often heard the say-

ing, “Let go and let God.” That truly
applies here. Even on the cross, in
His last moments of life, the Lord Jesus prayed for His enemies who put
Him on the cross. If we can pray for
our enemies from the heart, we will
have made the right choice, giving up
our need for control and turning
things over to Someone who is far
greater.
We are to replace our thoughts of
retaliation with words of prayer for
our enemies. Our victory with God
comes with that first step of choosing
to do what Jesus did before us.

Stephen, the first martyr of the church,
prayed for his enemies with his dying
breath while they stoned him (Acts
7:59-60).
Jesus’ instructions to us were to go
beyond what the Old Testament Mosaic Law required. Jesus called us to
go a step further. Listen to what He
said in the Sermon on the Mount:
“Love your enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you”
(Matt. 5:44). This is not retaliation; it
points to resolution and absolute for-

giveness.
Like Tim and Josephine, we all
struggle with how to deal with difficult
people and tough situations. Jesus
gives us a choice. Our Heavenly Father wants us to make a choice that
will honor Him. He wants to take over
the control of our lives so that we can
become more like Jesus. What will we
decide to do? We can retaliate or forgive. Jesus set us an example to follow. He made the right choice, and He
asks us to follow Him. After all, retaliation is not an option if we want to be
holy. ★

What’s in a Word?
Overtake (Take Hold Of)
BY

HE Hebrew word nasaq (“overtake”) is found scattered from
Genesis to Zechariah. It is a word that,
by its use in Scripture, paints an interesting picture. There appears to be an
etymological connection with the concepts “attach,” “affix,” “seize,” “entangle.” Its usage ranges from the
negative to the positive, with the underlying meaning of “to apprehend” or
“to attain.”
The word is frequently found in conjunction with the word “pursue.” For
example, we find it in the account of
Laban pursuing and overtaking Jacob
(Gen. 31:23, 25), as well as when the
army of Pharaoh pursued and overtook the fleeing Israelites (Exod. 14:9).
Another example is seen when God
told Hosea that idolatrous Israel would
pursue her lovers but not overtake
them (Hos. 2:7).
The Hebrew word is usually translated “overtake,” but several times
we find it as the phrase “take hold of.”
One such example is in Zechariah
1:6. There we read, “But my words
and my statutes, which I commanded
my servants the prophets, did they
not take hold of your fathers? and
they returned and said, Like as the
Lord of hosts thought to do unto us,
according to our ways, and according
to our doings, so hath he dealt with
us.”
What does it mean that God’s words
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overtook, or took hold of, Israel? What
is behind the somewhat unusual imagery that the words and statutes of
the Lord were pursuing the fathers of
Israel?
If we consult a couple of verses in
which “overtake” is used, we discover
more specifically what it was that
caught up with fathers of Israel. In
Deuteronomy we find Moses giving
God’s law to the generation that was
about to cross the Jordan. Keep in
mind that those who had been twenty
and older when they came out of
Egypt were not permitted to enter the
Promised Land (except Caleb and
Joshua). Those under twenty as well
as those born on the journey needed
to be warned.
The two verses in Deuteronomy relevant at this point are “And all these
blessings shall come on thee, and
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken
unto the voice of the Lord thy God”
(28:2) and “But it shall come to pass,
if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice
of the Lord thy God, to observe to do
all his commandments and his
statutes which I command thee this
day; that all these curses shall come
upon thee, and overtake thee” (vs. 15).
Israel was thereby warned by God
that they would be overtaken by His
word and that they would be either
blessed or cursed depending on what
was deserved.

Through the many years between
that generation and the one spoken of
in Zechariah, Israel had experienced
both blessing and cursing. The fathers
in view in Zechariah are those Jews
who were exiled to Babylon but who
then confessed their sinfulness and
repented. Those to whom Zechariah
was writing were urged to follow God’s
law more closely lest they too fall into
calamity.
What can we take from this for our
lives today? To look into the Word of
God is to look in a mirror and see ourselves as sinners. It is also looking
into a rearview mirror and seeing
God’s Word bearing down on us.
Through Moses, God warns that our
sin will find us out (Num. 32:23)—in
other words, overtake us. Through
Paul He says we will reap what we
sow (Gal. 6:7). The law of sowing and
reaping will catch up with us at some
point.
Poet Francis Thompson pictured
the Lord in “The Hound of Heaven,”
which begins, “I fled Him, down the
nights and down the days; I fled Him,
down the arches of the years.” Sinners
still do as the poet and Adam did, running and trying to hide from God; but
God continues in hot pursuit. May all
those who are hiding from the Lord
hear Him call, “Where are you?” May
they surrender to His grace and be
blessed. ★
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The Church: A United Body?
BY

EOPLE spend millions and millions
of dollars annually to make themselves more attractive. The cosmetic
industry never seems to suffer financially, for there are always women—
and men too—who are intent on “looking their best.” While there is certainly
nothing wrong with wanting to look
our best (just consider the alternative),
in time, most people realize that true
attractiveness is not a function of
makeup; it is inward and focused on
character.
What is true of individuals is true of
the church as well. We want our
church to be attractive, but too often
we simply pour on more makeup in the
form of more and more programs, facilities, and technology. As helpful as
those things might be, in themselves
they do not add to the effectiveness
and beauty of Christ’s church.
The fastest-growing church in history had no buildings, no comfortable
seating, no youth programs, and no
social standing. Yet this church, which
grew from a nucleus of 120 people to
over 3,000 in a single day, had something many churches, big and small,
often lack: unity. In this earliest
church, we see both the characteristics and the results of genuine spiritual unity. The principles we find here
have immense relevance to the
church today.

P

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF
CHURCH UNITY—
Acts 2:41-42, 44-47a
Sadly, people today, including
Christians, tend to think of unity in
terms of externals and organization.
Spiritual unity goes much deeper.
United in confession (Acts 2:41).
People from all over the known world
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of the day had gathered in Jerusalem
for the celebration of Pentecost. In
response to Peter’s great sermon
(vss. 14-36), three thousand believed
and were baptized. Baptism is a public confession of Jesus as one’s Saviour and Lord. All those who believed
were baptized, presumably in the
public pools of the city, boldly confessing Jesus as Messiah. A church
can never be united unless there is a
common and bold commitment to
Jesus Christ.
United in doctrine (Acts 2:42a).
These new believers “continued
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine.”
“Doctrine” simply means teaching.
The apostles taught exactly what Jesus taught, and the entire congregation “continued,” or persevered, in
that teaching. They did not deviate
from it.
Doctrinal unity is essential. There
can be no true unity without it. Yes,
there will always be minor differences among Christians, but there
can be no unity if serious error is ignored or accepted. The early Christians were committed to the truth the
apostles taught and to living it out in
their lives.
United in fellowship (Acts 2:41b).
The believers also were committed to
“fellowship.” “Fellowship” means
“participation.” In this case it means
they were participating in one another’s lives and in the life of the church.
They had genuine concern for and
commitment to one another. Although they came from many different backgrounds, they were now one
family, and they took their family responsibilities seriously. People are
social creatures, and a united church
will emphasize fellowship among

those who are members of Christ’s
family.
United in worship (Acts 2:42c).
The Lord’s followers in Jerusalem also
continued in “breaking of bread, and in
prayers.” Here the breaking of bread
refers to the Lord’s Supper, or communion. Thus, two elements of worship are in view. A united church is a
worshipping church.
While prayer and communion are to
be present in all churches, we find
various emphases in worship in the
many different churches that exist today. Whatever emphases might be
present, we should strive for a balance that ensures that all our activities contribute to the goal of worshipping the Lord in holiness (Ps. 96:9)
and “in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).
Whatever form our worship takes, we
must realize that our attitude is what
is most important. It is that attitude of
worship that will pervade a united
church.
United in love (Acts 2:44-47a). In
these verses we see some amazing
expressions of love. This church confessed the truth, clung to it, and lived
it out in their fellowship and worship. It
was only natural that this would issue
forth in an abundant love for both fellow believers and God.
The fellowship the growing church
enjoyed (Acts 2:41) was not something
forced upon them. They actively desired to be together (vs. 44). In fact,
they were regularly “breaking bread
from house to house,” eating “with
gladness and singleness of heart” (vs.
46). Here the breaking of bread refers
to regular meals the believers enjoyed
together. They took every opportunity
to be together. This was not a once-aweek church meeting; it was a new-

found lifestyle. Love cannot be forced.
People who love one another want to
be together, and this was the case with
the early church.
The believers’ love for one another
was also expressed by having “all
things common” (Acts 2:44) and by
selling their possessions so that they
could give to those who were in need.
Some in the history of the church have
taken this as a call for a communaltype fellowship. The situation here,
however, was unique.
Many of those who came to Christ
on the Day of Pentecost were from
distant lands, and they apparently
continued to stay in Jerusalem, not
only enjoying the fellowship but also
being grounded in the apostles’
teaching. They no doubt continued
there without the benefit of the jobs
they had back in their homelands.
This created a financial burden for
them, but it was one their fellow believers were glad to alleviate so that
they could all be established in their
mutual faith.
It is important to remember that the
book of Acts records the history of the
early church. It is descriptive; that is, it
tells what the apostles and Christ’s
other followers did. Acts is not prescriptive; that is, it does not prescribe
how we must conduct affairs in the
church today. It offers us valuable principles that we can apply to the situations that arise today, but those situations will rarely match exactly those of
the early church.
The love of the early believers was
not limited to the earthly fellowship.
Their “praising God” (Acts 2:47)
demonstrated their love for God,
which ultimately is what motivated
their obvious love for one another.
The Christians were united in their
devotion to the truth and to living it out
within the congregation and before the
watching world. It is interesting to look
at the characteristics of unity from the
negative side. Real church unity rules
out unbelieving, heretical, unconcerned, irreverent, and unloving members. Such people and such attitudes
destroy unity. We should note that all
the characteristics of unity are attributed to all the church. The unity of the
Jerusalem church, which proved so
powerful, could exist only to the degree that all the believers were committed to these things.
A united church thus begins with individuals putting their lives in order
and committing themselves to knowFALL QUARTER 2013

ing and living out the Word of God in
love. Unity does not come from setting
aside the truth for the sake of getting
along with one another. It comes from
making the truth paramount in our
lives. We need to commit ourselves to
this goal and set the example for others to follow.
THE RESULTS OF CHURCH
UNITY—Acts 2:43, 47b
Why is church unity so important?
The answer is almost self-evident. If all
are not committed to the same goal,
we certainly will never achieve that
goal. Our goal must not be church unity as such but the glory and honor of
God—which naturally results when
God’s people are united in following
Christ and serving one another. Note
the results of church unity, as seen in
the early Jerusalem church.
People will recognize that God is
at work (Acts 2:43). We are told here
that “fear came upon every soul.” This
was the reaction not just of believers
but also of the unbelievers around
them. Why did they react this way? It
seems they were amazed by the commitment and unity of the church. It is
true that there were also “wonders and
signs” performed by the apostles, but
this is stated almost as an afterthought. People saw this united
church as very different, as giving evidence of a unique, amazing, and even
divine work.
Christianity will have an attractiveness to unbelievers (Acts
2:47b). This verse declares that the
believers had “favour with all the people.” “Favour” here is literally “grace.”
In this use it means goodwill or attractiveness. People are drawn to a
loving, united body. This is why so
many are drawn into cults. They mistake the apparent unity and outward
expressions of love for genuine expressions of a divine work. People
long to belong to a group that is single-minded in their love and concern
and commitment. But, sadly, the
church often does not seem to offer
any more than the superficial and
empty expressions one finds among
false religions.
I will never forget working in a pharmacy while going to school. The owner was a pleasant man, though not a
Christian. One day he mentioned to
me the great respect he had for a doctor in town, a man I knew was a committed Christian.

The doctor had stopped by to pick
up a prescription for an elderly lady
whom he and his wife took to church.
My boss was impressed by that kindness, but he was even more impressed when he learned that the
woman the doctor was taking to
church did not even go to the same
church as the doctor and his family.
Such loving, compassionate acts do
not go unnoticed by the world. They
might not bring people to Christ, but
they will open doors for witness.
The church will see people added to
its number (Acts 2:47). Acts 2 ends
with the note that “the Lord added to
the church daily such as should be
saved.” We should notice that this
statement follows the observation that
the church had “favour with all the
people.”
Nothing suggests that the increase
was due to preaching and evangelism.
While those activities were undoubtedly present, the emphasis here
seems to be that the growth was due
to what people saw in the lives of the
believers. This is truly amazing, and it
upsets much of conventional wisdom
when it comes to modern concepts of
church growth.
It is dangerous to equate numerical
growth in a church, or lack thereof,
with God’s approval or disapproval.
After all, we can always draw crowds
by saying what people want to hear
and doing what they want to do. In addition, situations differ locally and can
have a direct impact on a church’s
growth in ways that are unrelated to
the faithfulness of the church body.
However, the example of the
Jerusalem church suggests that a
real key to church growth is the faithfulness of God’s people. When we are
united in confessing the truth, learning the truth, and practicing the truth
in our daily lives as seen in our fellowship, our worship, and our love for
one another, God will see to it that
growth, both numerical and spiritual,
comes according to His sovereign
will.
Do we want to have an attractive
church, a church that is of one mind in
seeking the glory of God? The place
to start is not with evangelistic campaigns or new and better church programs. We must start with ourselves
as individuals, conforming our minds,
purposes, priorities, and goals to
Christ’s. If we do this, we will be a united body, and we will see the results
that will bring glory to God. ★
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Biblical Snapshots of People Who Prayed
Habakkuk’s Prayer Book
BY

ABAKKUK is a book of prayers. In
chapter 1, verses 1-4, the prophet
of Judah began his prayer to God,
sharing his burden for God’s people.
Apparently he had been distressed for
some time about the state of affairs in
Judah. Habakkuk had found that the
people and their leaders seemed to
have no morals. Acts of cruelty and injustice pervaded public and private life
in Judah. Habakkuk prayed, “O Lord,
how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not
hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and thou wilt not save!”
Habakkuk had prayed often and urgently for God to intervene among His
disobedient people. However, God
had not intervened, so the prophet
asked God why He was not listening
and why He allowed evil to continue.
God’s first answer to Habakkuk, when
he thought he was not getting through
to God, was an implied “Wait, My child.”
When you pray over and over but no relief comes from your burden, you would
do well to keep this answer in mind.
God answered His servant, as we
see in Habakkuk 1:5-11. God planned
to bring a heathen nation against disobedient Judah. He said that the people of Judah would not believe that catastrophe could overtake them by
divine determination. They had a false
sense of security, thinking that being
the chosen people of God was purely
a matter of heredity and birthright.
In Habakkuk 1:7, God said the coming conquerors were as arrogant as
they were powerful. The Babylonians
would acknowledge no authority higher than themselves, thus denying God.
Once Habakkuk heard God’s reply, his
second prayer questioned why God
would send a godless nation to invade
Judah. Habakkuk wanted God to reconsider His previous reply, and he
said that he would stand by for God’s
answer (1:12—2:1).
Have you ever prayed for an answer
to your prayers and then received one
that you never expected? Early in
2001, I prayed for God to heal me of
great pain in my feet. God did answer
my prayer with healing—five years lat-
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er! I never expected that such a long
period of pain was God’s first answer
to my prayer! Like Habakkuk, I complained about God’s first answer.
God answered Habakkuk’s complaint in Habakkuk 2:2-20. His answer
was that as God’s prophet, Habakkuk
needed to write on clay tablets the certain future that Judah would be invaded and conquered by a heathen nation
(Babylon). However, the future certainty also had a distant element, when
heathen nations like Babylon would be
conquered in the Second Advent of
Christ (vss. 3, 8, 16-17).
The fall of Judah would occur in the
near future because of their disobedience to God (Hab. 2). God’s blessing
would come upon His saved people in
the distant future (vss. 3, 14).
Habakkuk’s second reply from God
did not address the prophet’s objection to a heathen nation coming
against God’s people. Job had a similar experience when he sought from
God the reason for his suffering. He received a reply describing how infinite
God was and how finite Job was (Job
38:1—41:34).
Once I realized that the healing of
my foot pain was not forthcoming, no
matter what treatment programs I underwent over a period of years, I gave
up on receiving a positive answer to
my prayer. Then, in the midst of my
doubts, God brought healing. I learned
then that “wait” is one of God’s frequent answers to prayer.
Now that God had given His second
answer to Habakkuk’s prayer, the
prophet recorded his second reply to
God’s answer.
Habakkuk 3 is called a prayer by its
writer, but Bible critics say that only
verse 2 is a genuine prayer. No matter
what critics say, however, the entire
chapter is Habakkuk’s response to
God.
In verses 1-15 of Habakkuk 3, the
prophet rehearsed for God a vision of
His own judgment. In verse 2, he invited
God to put His work (His declared near
and distant future program mentioned
earlier) into operation. Then, in verses 3-

15, we see how the God Habakkuk
served and now prayed to had acted in
the past history of His chosen people to
bring judgment upon them when they
disobeyed Him. Habakkuk showed that
he had a close relationship with God,
whom he served as a prophet.
When you pray to God, do you visualize the same God whom Habakkuk
prayed to? God said, “I am the Lord, I
change not” (Mal. 3:6). Do you visualize
a God who is far away or One who acts
in the history of your world and in your
life? Habakkuk knew that when God
brought judgment on His people in Judah, he himself would face the consequences of Babylon’s invasion of his
country. He also knew that his God was
present with him and would help him.
When you next ask God to help you
with a burden, picture your omnipresent God right next to you, listening intently to you and knowing what is
in your best interests. You will simply
be doing what Habakkuk did long ago.
The same God he worshipped intervenes in your world and your life too.
To close his prayer (Hab. 3:16-19),
the prophet demonstrated the faith he
had written about earlier (2:4). He said
that even if the enemy caused crop failure and raided livestock (the entire
range of agricultural products upon
which his nation was dependent), he
would exult in the Lord. The ruination so
vividly described drove Habakkuk not
to despair but to have faith in his Lord.
The picture is that of a person who is
supremely confident that God, who
leads His people into trials, is faithful
and will bring blessings after each trial.
Habakkuk’s prayer of faith tells us to focus not on our adversity but on our Lord.
In Habakkuk’s prayer book, we learn
several important truths. We learn that
“wait” is often God’s actual answer to
prayer, even though we think His answer is no; that God’s program goes
forth regardless of any man’s objections
to it; that God acts in our history and
lives just as He did in Old Testament
times; and that we need to center our
attention on the One who created us
and cares about all our problems. ★

The Life and Times of Jesus
Abiding in Christ
BY

GRICULTURAL metaphors were a
big part of the teaching of the
Lord Jesus. Think of the parable of the
sower (Matt. 13:3-9), for example, or
the picture of the wheat and tares
growing together in the kingdom of
God (vss. 24-30). One of the most profound images the Lord drew upon was
that of the vine and the branches in
John 15.
Fruitful vineyards were an important
aspect of life during the times of the
Lord Jesus. And vineyards had long
been a special picture of God’s people
(Isa. 5:7). God’s people were His vineyard. It is noteworthy that in His final
address to His disciples before His
death, the famed Upper Room Discourse, the Lord Jesus used the picture of the vine and the branches.

A

THE LORD’S MOVEMENTS
In that final, climactic week of the
Lord’s earthly ministry, He and His disciples had been traveling in and out of
the city of Jerusalem every day. The
Lord had been going into the temple
daily to teach and interact with the
people (Luke 19:47). On the night of
His betrayal, He met with His disciples
within the city in the upper room and
spoke those wonderful words that later became enshrined in the Word of
God (John 14—17).
At some point in the midst of this
discourse, the Lord left the upper
room with His disciples and traveled
eastward across the city and perhaps
across the temple area to the Garden
of Gethsemane, outside the city,
where He was subsequently arrested.
We do not know for sure at what point
in His remarks the party left the upper
room (John 14:31; 18:1). Some of the
remarks could have been made while
they were walking across the city.
Could it be that Jesus referenced
the picture of the vine and the branches as they crossed over the temple
mount? History tells us that the gate of
the temple was decorated with a huge
image of a vine and its fruit.
Ancient descriptions tell us that
there was a huge carving of a golden
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vine above the door, or gate, into the
holy place. Josephus stated that there
were bejeweled clusters of grapes
hanging down that were so large and
fine that they drew the attention of all
visitors to the temple. The source of
this beautiful artwork was none other
than King Herod the Great, who
spared no expense on this decorative
feature of the temple (Antiquities of the
Jews 15.11.3).
Could it be that the Lord Jesus began to speak of the vine and the
branches just as this beautiful image
came into view? It was night at that
point, and at night the imposing image
of the vine and grapes was illuminated
by torches. What a sight that illuminated spectacle would have been on
this night and for this group of people!
Whether or not the Lord employed
this metaphor exactly at that time we
do not know for sure. However, we do
know that this glorious temple decoration was familiar to the disciples.
They had passed by it many times that
very week. And the whole heritage of
the people of Israel spoke to their
hearts about the vine and the branches.
The Lord said pointedly to them, “I
am the true vine, and my Father is the
husbandman” (John 15:1). It was one
of those powerful “I am” statements
we see frequently in John that cut to
the heart of what the Lord was teaching to His own. How did the Lord use
the metaphor of the vine, and what
was He teaching His disciples and us?
THE LORD’S TEACHING
The Lord clearly outlined the relationships of the metaphor. The husbandman is God the Father. The vine
is Christ. And we disciples are the
branches (John 15:5). The goal of the
husbandman (God the Father) is that
the branches bear much fruit, to the
glory of God (vs. 8). The means of
bearing fruit is abiding in Christ (vss. 57). The Lord also promised to assist
this fruit bearing by purging and
cleansing the branches (vs. 2). The
main idea here is that God-glorifying

fruitfulness can be gained in the Christian life by abiding in Christ.
The term “fruit” is used eight times
in John 15. So what is this fruit? If one
looks at all the references to this concept in the New Testament, the picture
becomes clear. Fruit is the sanctification produced by the Holy Spirit. It is
holiness of life (Rom. 6:22), godly character (Gal. 5:22-23), the love of what is
good and true (Eph. 5:9), and the
works of righteous living (Phil. 1:11). It
is peaceful, wise, and merciful living
(Jas. 3:17-18). In short, it is the life of
Christ. How our churches and families
starve for such living today! How we
long to see every born-again believer
move to the depth of truly abiding in
Christ and seeing the life of Christ
emerge victoriously!
So how does one abide in Christ?
There is no formula given to us.
Founded upon the new birth, it is the
daily cultivation of the presence of
Christ. It is a work of the Holy Spirit
(I John 2:27). It is a commitment to living in the truth on a daily basis, knowing God’s Word and putting it into
practice (II John 1:9). It is a constant
obedience to the indwelling Christ
(I John 2:6; 3:24). It is a persevering
communion with the Lord Jesus. He is
with us always, so we must always be
in touch with Him. In short, it is walking in dependence on the Lord every
moment of every day.
Such a life, cultivated only with difficulty in a fallen world, will result in faith,
hope, love, and joy. We will be blessed
and will be a blessing to others. We will
be like Christ. How blessed were the
early disciples to be reminded of this
glorious picture every time they saw or
thought of that great decorative vine
upon the door of the temple!
Let us remind ourselves each day to
abide in Christ, making sure to meet
with God daily, studying His Word and
carrying it with us. Let us commune
with Him throughout the day and depend upon His presence moment by
moment. This is what the Lord taught
us. The memory of the carving on the
temple door is a great reminder. ★
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Meditations in Psalms
Help in Mortal Danger
BY

INTRODUCTION
Psalm 28 is not one of the betterknown psalms, but its message is important nevertheless. The fact that
David wrote it places it somewhere
near 1000 B.C.
We would like to know the situation
out of which he wrote, but we simply
do not; we can only note the nature of
it through the text itself. It was a situation in which a believer expected
death if the Lord did not answer; it was
a situation in which the psalmist was
affected by the deceit of others.
The fact that the situation cannot be
pinpointed actually benefits us today.
You may be in circumstances in which
death could be the outcome if the Lord
does not intervene. That is enough to
make this psalm yours, even if the actual case differs from David’s.
The psalm is a prayer, and it can be
your prayer in your personal time of
need. It can become your rejoicing
and your prayer for others.
REQUEST FOR DELIVERANCE
The first three verses ask for personal deliverance. The fact that David appealed to the Lord indicates that he had
a relationship with God. “LORD” is God’s
covenant name, the name He used in
relation to His people (Exod. 3:15).
Psalm 28 includes five figurative titles
for God, and each is instructive. “My
rock” appears in verse 1. This portrays
the Lord as an unmovable refuge in that
a large rock, as a rocky mountain, was
a place easy to defend—a safe place.
So far God had not delivered David
and even seemed deaf to him. If God
would not deliver, David would die. It
is not clear whether physical death
alone is in view or whether eternal
death is included as well. Regardless,
David did not think that he should end
up like those who reject God and live
wickedly. He was a man of faith and
knew that his life depended on God.
David’s gesture in Psalm 28:2—lifting up his hands—was probably not
directed toward the tabernacle but
rather toward heaven, the actual
abode of God. It indicated willingness
to receive help from the Lord.
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The next verse clarifies that David’s
opponents related to him deceitfully.
Surely there should be a different destiny for those who love and serve the
Lord in contrast to those who deceptively work iniquity.
REQUEST FOR JUSTICE
Psalm 28:4-5 poses a challenge to
us. We might feel like praying this way
at times. But should we?
To sort through this, note that David
was not praying out of revenge; he
was not taking judgment into his own
hands, and he linked his request to his
enemies’ actual crimes against God.
Also, he prayed according to the character of God as revealed to Moses in
Exodus 34:6-7.
Furthermore, David was asking God
to do what we are told He does; wherever we read of judgment, it is meted
out according to one’s deeds (Rom. 2:46; II Cor. 5:9-10; Rev. 20:11-13). Salvation is not by works, but whether one is
saved or not determines the judgment
at which one appears. And at each
judgment, punishments or rewards are
given according to one’s deeds.
Our first prayer should be for the
Lord to bless our enemies with His saving grace. But if our enemies continue
in their rebellious ways all their lives,
their end surely should be different
from that of the righteous. God should
judge them according to their deeds. In
fact, God will. So this prayer actually
was legitimate for David—and may be
for you in similar circumstances.
RESPONSE OF PRAISE
There is no way to tell from Psalm
28:6 whether David was delivered before he wrote this or whether he praised
God for the deliverance by faith in anticipation. In either case, when the answer came, he did not forget that he
had prayed for help. He returned to
rightfully praise the Lord. Let us not forget to thank the Lord when He answers
our prayers. Both verses 2 and 6 contain the phrase “the voice of my supplications.” This does not require speaking the request out loud but suggests
that the needs themselves have a voice.

It is that voice that the Lord has heard.
Two more figurative titles for God
appear in Psalm 28:7. The first is “my
strength.” The Lord was the one who
enabled David. God’s strength was effective in extracting him from his trouble. The second title is “my shield.”
The shield is a defensive weapon of
protection. The Lord protected David.
Similarly, the Lord can provide the
strength and protection you need in
your time of difficulty.
David would rejoice with a song,
and that song may well be the psalm
we are looking at. Whether you are a
good singer or not, you too can rejoice
with a song—and Psalm 28 would
make a worthy choice for you as well.
RESPONSE OF EXTENSION
In the last two verses of Psalm 28,
David broadened his horizon to include
the nation of Israel. He spoke as a good
king who cared for his people and
thought of them. The Lord was also
their Strength as He was for David (vs.
8). Then David brought in a fourth figurative title for God. The Lord was the
“saving strength” for the king, for
David, the author of the psalm. “Saving
strength” can be translated “stronghold
of salvations.” We can picture a fort
from which emanates a continuous
flow of rescues, deliverances, and salvations for God’s appointed king.
Finally, in Psalm 28:9 David closed
with a prayer for the nation and introduced the last figurative title for God.
The Lord is a Shepherd for His people,
indicated by the words “feed them also,
and lift them” or “carry them” as a shepherd carries the lambs (cf. Isa. 40:9-11).
Whether David thought of the Messiah
here is unclear, but we think of John 10,
where Jesus declared Himself the Good
Shepherd who gives eternal life to His
sheep. David here prayed similarly that
the Lord would carry them forever.
Every difficulty should drive us to
the Lord, not to various other sources
of help. Each trouble should take us
back to basics, for our lives depend on
Him. Ultimately, we should rest in the
Lord and praise Him for His eternal
care. ★

Many Blessings
I have lots of things to eat,
And I’ve shoes for both my feet;
I’ve a home and parents kind,
Whom I love to please and mind.

All these things I’m thankful for,
And I could not ask for more.
God is good to me indeed;
He supplies my every need.

I shall ne’er forgetful be
For the things He sends to me;
And I’ll thank Him every day
For His gifts and loving way. ★
—Mabel Glenn Haldeman.

Bible Bookmark
God and Human Expressions
BY

Q. What does it mean when God, referring to Himself, used the phrase
“the soles of my feet” (Ezek. 43:7)?
Does God have a form like ours?
A. Scripture informs us that God is far
beyond humans. For example, His understanding is infinite (Ps. 147:5). He is
also omnipotent (Gen. 17:1; Rev.
19:6), omnipresent (Ps. 139:8-10; Jer.
23:23-24), eternal (Gen. 21:33), completely holy (Isa. 6:3; 57:15), and righteous (Ps. 145:17).
In addition, however, Scripture
commonly refers to God using human
expressions. In the Creation account,
God speaks (Gen. 1:3), sees (vs. 4),
and walks (3:8). As you noticed, God
has feet (cf. Exod. 24:10). Scripture
also refers to God’s face (Gen. 19:13),
His hand (Isa. 50:11), and fingers (Ps.
8:3; Luke 11:20).
Many of God’s attributes, likewise,
are similar to human ones. God loves
(John 3:16), is merciful and gracious
(Ps. 103:8), and can be angry (Deut.
1:37) and jealous (Exod. 20:5). The difference is that God is perfect in all of
these characteristics, while we are not.
Some Bible scholars explain the
Bible’s references to God in human
terms as “anthropomorphisms.” This
asserts that Scripture merely uses human terms as a literary device to represent God metaphorically. They claim
that since God is an invisible spirit
(John 4:24), He cannot have an “intrinsic, corporeal form” (McCune, A Systematic Theology of Biblical Christianity, Detroit Baptist Theological
Seminary).
Bible teachers also observe that pagan religions conceived of their gods in
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human terms. Therefore, we should not
use this approach when it comes to the
true God. This is not fully accurate,
though. Scripture clearly teaches, for
example, that the true God ordained
sacrifice as the way to approach Him.
Pagan religions abused that practice,
but that does not mean the truth of sacrifice must be avoided. In a similar way,
Scripture asserts that God has chosen
to manifest Himself using a human form
on many occasions.
God is indeed spirit (John 4:24), but
that does not mean He has no form.
God has appeared to humanity in human form, in the Person of Jesus. Responding to Jewish challengers, Jesus said they had not heard God’s
voice “nor seen his shape” (5:37).
There is no question that God spoke
audibly in the Old Testament (Exod.
20; I Sam. 3). Just as God had spoken
(although Christ’s Jewish listeners had
not heard Him), so God appeared to
man through Jesus.
Just as the Jews of Christ’s time had
not heard God, so they did not recognize God the Son standing in their
midst (John 5:38). In fact, Jesus told
His listeners that the Scriptures testified about Him. Yet because they did
not listen to God through His Word,
they did not recognize God’s presence
in the Person of Jesus Christ.
Paul gave further confirmation of
God having an external appearance
through Christ. He wrote that Jesus
was “in the form (morphe-) of God”
even before His incarnation (Phil. 2:6).
Morphe- also refers to external appearance, “but it is more than appearance
or a disguise. The form is in keeping

with His real essence or being.” The
dictionary definition would refer to
outward appearance, but “as William
Hendriksen points out, [it refers] ‘to the
inner, essential and abiding nature of a
person or thing’” (Walvoord, Philippians: Triumph in Christ, Moody).
The Bible testifies that when God
chooses to reveal Himself to those He
created, He chooses to manifest Himself through visible means. That was
the case when He revealed Himself to
people (cf. Isa. 6:1-5; Acts 7:55). This
is also true when He reveals Himself to
angels (Job 1:6; Matt. 18:10). Those in
heaven can clearly differentiate between the Father and the Son (Rev.
4:2-3; 5:1, 6-7). We must also remember that God appeared to Moses in the
burning bush (Exod. 3:2-6; Acts 7:3032) and announced His presence with
a pillar of cloud (Exod. 33:9).
The manifestation of God, Jesus,
made it clear that no one had ever gone
into heaven except for Him—for He is
God. While briefly setting aside His
rights as God, Jesus is now omnipresent again (Matt. 28:20). The Father
had a particular place of His revealed
residence (as in the Old Testament tabernacle), yet this did not interfere with
His omnipresence. We do not fully grasp
this truth, and that is as it should be. Our
God is far beyond us. ★
If you have a Bible question that
you would like us to answer, please
send it to: Bible Bookmark, Union
Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us at
theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Bible Bookmark).
(217) 25

Testimonies of Faith
Greater Vision
BY

HE missionary speaker dramatically preached the Word of God and
appealed to those who listened to
commit their lives to Christ for world
missions. It was a logical appeal, since
the Great Commission is directed to all
believers. Would anyone respond? As
the closing music played, the missionary invited anyone who felt God was
calling him to be a missionary to come
forward and seal that decision publicly.
For the first couple of stanzas of the
song, no one moved. Then nine-yearold Jason Chollar slowly rose from his
seat, went forward, and stood before
the congregation. Then his eight-yearold sister, Rachel, went and stood with
him. They stood there alone for a short
while, but after a few moments, their
father, Dean, stood at their side.
“If my young children are being
called to the mission field, I feel I need
to go too,” Dean said. The audience
laughed, but Dean was serious about
his commitment to the call. He and his
wife, Joan, became candidates with
Greater Europe Missions. Raising
enough support for a family of five was
a difficult and time-consuming task, but
soon the Chollar family was on its way
to Europe. Dean and his family moved
to Belgium, where he served with
Greater Europe Mission from 1984 to
1996. Then he spent one year with an
evangelistic outreach called Evantell. In
addition, he assisted in two church
plants and started a youth outreach.
As he gained greater vision for God’s
work in the world, Dean was literally losing his physical vision due to a hereditary disease known as retinitis pigmentosa. As the disease progressed, so did
the pressure to end his service for the
Lord. Many around him counseled him
to resign his commitment to serve as a
missionary. They assured him that God
understood his limitation and would not
hold him to his pledge.
Christians often have an untested
belief in Philippians 4:13—“I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” It is a verse used to comfort Christians in difficulty, but it is seldom believed in its literal sense. Surely
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God could not use a man who could
no longer see! However, throughout
church history, there have been men
and women who believed God was
sufficient even in their weaknesses.
Dean Chollar is one of them.
In March 1997, one year after being
declared legally blind, Dean started
CrossWay International. Though all
were gracious, some believed he
would fail at his attempts to serve God
with such weakness. It just seemed irrational for a blind man to try to fulfill a
calling to world evangelization, but the
Word of God supported Dean’s desire.
The Apostle Paul knew the joy of discovering God’s strength in his weakness and declared, “Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities,
that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in
persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s
sake: for when I am weak, then am I
strong” (II Cor. 12:9-10). Dean Chollar
learned the truth of that principle and
has continued to demonstrate it year
after year in his service with CrossWay.
Strategically, Dean decided to move
the mission to the States so that he
could better take care of family needs.
In addition, international flights would
be cheaper from the United States.
However, Dean was met with the first
challenge of his task. While it is easy to
say the mission of the believer is to
reach the world with the good news of
Jesus Christ, how does one actually
accomplish that in a strategic manner?
Since the organized mission groups
were not willing to use a blind man,
how could Dean start a world outreach
organization “from scratch”? Few were
willing to encourage him in it.
Dean began with evangelism training overseas, and he worked at identifying believers in other countries who
could be faithful coworkers in the ministry with him. He discovered the hard
way that finding such team members
was a difficult task. Some were hardworking and could minister without
close accountability; others could not.
As the years passed, however, he was

able to solidify a group of team members in different parts of the world who
were committed to the same goals
and had the same work ethic he had.
Keeping the team progressing together required that Dean travel continually and train consistently. How could
a blind man accomplish the task? Even
those who see have difficulty running
the gauntlet of airport security and navigating the crowded walkways of terminals. Foreign travel would be even more
difficult. As Dean traveled the globe,
however, he discovered that his blindness was actually a help to his ministry.
Countries that might have been reticent
about allowing missionary work to be
done in their area seemed to have no
fear of the efforts of a blind man.
Traversing the world simply meant
that Dean had to allow others to help
him. He had to learn to be patient as
he waited in the airport for those who
were supposed to be there waiting for
him. Although he spent countless
hours in terminals waiting for the “seeing” to find him, he believed that God
planned each detour or delay as another opportunity for him to share the
gospel with those around him. For
some reason, strangers are willing to
listen to a blind man tell his story when
they would ignore someone who sees.
Dean has learned to use the simple
approach of the blind man Jesus
healed in answering objections to his
testimony, “whereas I was blind, now I
see” (John 9:25). The total ridiculousness of such an argument in his case
catches people off guard. Dean sees
with spiritual eyes. It is difficult for people to argue with such simple faith.
One man cannot reach the world
alone. Dean readily admits he needs
the entire team that works with him.
The CrossWay International team has
continued to develop new strategies
for reaching the world. In an effort to
assist nationals in underdeveloped
countries, Dean focuses on setting up
“Income Generating Projects” that
train workers to preach the gospel effectively in their native lands and at the
same time provide an opportunity to

Dean Chollar with blind children in Kenya

earn a living by providing needed services to the community.
Such projects include English
schools for evangelism and Christian
resource centers. One effective program in the past few years has been a
coffee export ministry out of Africa.
These projects include Guyana,
Ethiopia, and Sudan; Liberia, Nigeria,
and Pakistan are being considered for
future efforts. Why should capitalist
principles not be used to reach the
world with the good news? It is working.
James 2:14-20 states that true faith
meets the physical needs of those who
need to hear the gospel. CrossWay International has been developing projects to bring badly needed humanitarian aid to areas where others are not
willing to go. Dean has traveled to many
such areas, and though he is blind, he
can hear. He hears children crying from
the pain of empty stomachs bloated
from waterborne diseases and malaria.
CrossWay International has been privileged to take medicine, food, and the
gospel of Jesus Christ to these remote
and needy areas.
Although there are several liberal religious organizations that meet such
physical needs, they fall short in providing the true gospel and the teaching of
the Word of God to these needy people.
Some conservative believers hear that
CrossWay International is involved with
humanitarian outreach and assume that
the organization must be liberal in its
doctrine. Nothing could be further from
the truth. Dean Chollar is a faithful
teacher of the Word of God who believes
that it is essential to reach the spiritual
needs of the world through their physical needs. He refuses to simply fill stomFALL QUARTER 2013

achs and allow people to go to hell because they have not heard the gospel.
Good doctrine and good deeds work
hand in hand in Dean Chollar’s ministry.
The humanitarian outreach of CrossWay International has led to a new project. Dean believes it is sometimes easy
to overlook the obvious. Everyone
needs water. It is such an obvious need.
Although the Word of God emphasizes
the need for spiritual water (John 4), the
provision of literal water allows thirsty
people to go on living to hear about the
living water Christ provides.
To meet the need to provide water to
thirsty people, CrossWay International
has moved into the area of water-well
drilling. Within a few months, they
helped drill three wells in Adoor, Sudan.
For the first time, a village of nearly 2,200
people has access to clean drinking water. Other wells and water distribution
systems are being planned for Ethiopia
and Sudan. On a recent mission outreach to Nicaragua, Dean and his drilling
experts looked for ways to provide
clean water to that area of the world.
In addition to the wells, CrossWay
International is setting up medical clinics in both Meki, Ethiopia, and Adoor,
Sudan. Dean has traveled to these areas several times with medical consultant Dr. Katie Buck, and they have
brought much-needed medical aid to
the villages. In both places they are
working on establishing a permanent
clinic where the people can receive
more consistent medical treatment.
One might observe that many missionary organizations find a niche and
remain there. Sometimes the only difference between a niche and a rut is
the depth. Fearful of getting caught in

a rut, Dean and his team are constantly seeking further ways of reaching the
world. In the past few years, the team
has sought to reach out to pastors of
underprivileged countries. These men
often have no biblical training. They
have simply said yes to God’s call. In
an attempt to assist them, Dean has
drawn together pastors and teachers
from American churches who are willing to take their time and use their
money to go to these needy areas of
the world to teach the pastors.
“It is a strategic use of God’s money
to teach the pastors of these countries,”
noted one U.S. pastor who has taught
several times in Central America. “I have
had the privilege of many years of Bible
college and seminary training. Though I
am thrilled to teach the members of my
congregation week after week, Dean
has challenged me to use my education
to train these pastors who would never
be able to go to seminary. In assisting
them in their ministry, my own ministry
is multiplied in more ways than I could
ever imagine. I am thrilled to work with
CrossWay to reach these pastors.”
Missionary stories are usually tales
of days long past—the Hudson Taylors, Amy Carmichaels, and Jim Elliots.
The story of Dean Chollar is a story for
the present. He continues to plan, travel, teach, and reach others in his service for the Lord. However, like those
brave men and women of the past, if
the Lord tarries, his life will come to an
end, and someone will be needed to
take his place. Is that someone you?
Do you, like Dean Chollar, have
physical limitations? Dean could have
believed those who said he should not
try to serve God without being able to
see. Many have used their physical
limitations as excuses for not serving.
Most other believers will allow you to
use such excuses, but God will not.
Moses tried it, but God would not allow him to get away with it. “And the
Lord said unto him, Who hath made
man’s mouth? or who maketh the
dumb, or deaf, or the seeing, or the
blind? have not I the Lord?” (Exod.
4:11). If you read the Word of God
carefully, you will understand that God
does not allow that excuse from you,
either.
Perhaps you do not know where to
start. Dean tried working through
missions organizations that already
had experience. That seemed to be
the logical thing to do, but he discovered their years of experience
(Continued on page 57)
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Testimonies of Faith
Baseball Evangelist Billy Sunday
BY

ILLY SUNDAY had his critics.
Some considered the professional baseball-player-turned-evangelist a
flamboyant showman; yet his enthusiastic and energetic preaching brought
many to salvation in Christ.
William Ashley “Billy” Sunday was
born near Ames, Iowa, on November
19, 1862. He was the son of a Civil War
soldier who did not return. Financial
difficulties led his mother to enroll Billy
and his brother in a soldiers’ orphans’
home. There the routine that included
prayers and Bible memorization encouraged the children to learn responsibility. At age fourteen, Billy Sunday
turned to farmwork, laboring for employers who urged him to continue his
high school courses.
As a fast runner, Billy contended in
local athletic competitions. He worked
for a time for a fire company, fighting
blazes and representing them in athletic contests. He also played for a local baseball team.
Through a neighbor with connections to the Chicago White Stockings
baseball team, Billy was invited to join
that organization. In the spring of 1883,
he arrived in Chicago to begin his professional career. He later proved so responsible and trustworthy that he was
made team road manager.
One day in 1886, Sunday and some
teammates left a Chicago bar after an
afternoon of drinking and sat down on
a curb to rest. Just then a brass band
passed by, playing familiar hymns that
brought Billy memories of his Iowa
childhood. Accompanying the band
was a group from nearby Pacific Garden Mission. They invited Billy to attend
mission services. After attending several meetings, he committed his life to
Christ. Billy later described his teammates’ reaction: “Some of them
laughed and some of them mocked
me; one of them gave me encouragement; others never said a word. . . . I
turned and left that little group . . .
walked to the little mission, fell on my
knees and staggered out of sin and into
the arms of the Saviour” (Martin, Hero
of the Heartland: Billy Sunday and the
Transformation of American Society,
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1862–1935, Indiana University Press).
He began to attend a local church,
and there he met Helen “Nell” Thompson, daughter of a wealthy businessman. They were married in September
1888 as Billy continued to play baseball. At the same time, he volunteered
with the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA). In 1891, the Y offered
him a position in their Chicago office
for eighty-three dollars a month.
A baseball team was ready to pay
him five hundred dollars a month, but
Billy felt God’s leading to leave professional sports and accept the Y position. He began his new career, speaking on street corners, counseling in
local venues, and even preaching.
In 1893, Sunday left the Y to work
with a traveling evangelist. His job was
to precede the speaker and arrange
meeting details in the towns. Doing
this, Sunday learned about sermon
preparation and preaching, as well as
how to manage the details of an evangelistic campaign.
In 1896, when the evangelist became a church pastor, Sunday was invited to hold his own meeting series in
an Iowa community. There he saw a
hundred converts come to the Lord.
When other invitations followed, Billy
realized that God was directing him
into this new ministry.
For the next few years, Sunday
preached in small communities on
what was known as “the kerosene circuit” because these rural areas lacked
electricity. The meetings were often
held in tents, but because these were
endangered by bad weather, Billy occasionally spent nights under the canvas to protect his meeting site.
Gradually, crowds became too large
for tents, so Billy began to use specially
built structures called tabernacles. Provided and built by the host community,
these held the crowds and indicated
local commitment to Billy’s meetings.
One unique feature of the tabernacle
was the use of sawdust on the floor.
Sawdust was warm, held down noise
and dust, and had a pleasant odor.
When the convicted sinner eventually
came forward to accept Christ, he was

said to “walk the sawdust trail.”
Sunday knew that the right music
was important for the services, so he
used choirs and even brass bands, as
well as congregational singing. Then
he employed as music director Homer
Rodeheaver, who later became an influential music publisher.
As Sunday moved his meetings to
larger cities, city newspapers covered
his meetings and sometimes even
printed his sermons. In 1917, Billy’s
ten-week New York City meeting series brought ninety thousand converts
as well as a six-figure love offering donated to wartime charities.
Billy’s ministry was definitely based
on God’s Word. As he put it, “I believe
the Bible is the word of God from cover to cover” (www.brainyquote.com
/quotes/authors/b/billy_sunday.html).
He preached an uncomplicated message of a personal God, salvation
through Christ, obedience to biblical
principles, and holy living. But being a
believer was not easy. “Christianity
means a lot more than church membership,” he said. And though church
attendance was important, it was not
enough. “Going to church doesn’t
make you a Christian any more than
going to a garage makes you an automobile.”
Sunday had a vigorous preaching
style, used colloquialisms and sports
analogies, and demonstrated his athletic skills. “As thousands of enthralled
worshipers watched, Sunday would
run, jump, hurl unseen baseballs, smash
imaginary home runs, slide for home
plate, and shout in umpire-like fashion
‘you’re out’ thus announcing God’s
judgment on the unsaved” (Martin).
Toward the end of the 1920s, as
movies and radio grew popular, Sunday began to see shrinking audiences
and failing health. Still, he continued to
tour. In 1935, he reflected on his life
and what he expected to do in heaven.
“I’ll walk all over God’s heaven . . . think
of the people I’ll meet there” (Martin).
On October 27, 1935, after Sunday
preached at an Indiana church, fortyfour converts responded. He died on
November 6, 1935. ★

Recipe for Contentment
BY

URING the holiday season, many
families meet for festive visits. In
advance, cooks scan their recipe files
for favorite casseroles, salads, and
desserts. They hope to make each
guest happy. But special dishes satisfy appetites only for a day; on the morrow, hunger returns. Thus, lasting contentment involves much more than
eating, drinking, and being merry.
Does true happiness have a formula? In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
taught His disciples some basic principles for joy. “Blessed are the poor in
spirit: . . . the pure in heart: . . . the
peacemakers: . . . Blessed are they
which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake” (Matt. 5:3-10).
The Old Testament also contains
“blessing” verses, especially in the
book of Psalms. The following select
passages deal with how to receive
God’s favor.
“Blessed is the man that walketh not
in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in
his law doth he meditate day and
night” (Ps. 1:1-2).
To walk, stand, and sit with sinners
can become a snare. At Jesus’ trial,
Peter’s denial of his Saviour is a prime
example of how quickly the wrong
company can snag a believer into sin
(cf. Luke 22:54-62).
To follow false counsel can lead to a
faulty choice (perhaps joining the
wrong crowd). That in turn can lead to
turning aside from living for Christ.
Then joy fades and is replaced by guilt,
remorse, and tears. (Young people especially need this warning.)
The Lord instructs us not to listen to
unwise advice or to thirst after worldly
pleasure, or to follow the crowd. God’s
Holy Word gives expert counsel; it always provides the right answers.
Is the Bible our favorite book? Do
we feast on it daily? Do we memorize
verses? God’s Word equips us for spiritual warfare. Temptation is a daily
threat—and not just for young people
but for every age-group. To overcome
the world, the flesh, and the devil, we
need the sword of the Spirit. To defeat
sin brings real joy!
Are we thankful for our Bibles? Not
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every believer in the world has a copy
of his own. Are we prepared to witness
to family, neighbors, friends, and
strangers? Our Lord always reached
out in love to those who had gone
astray. That should be our desire too.
As we obey, God will give songs of
praise!
“Blessed is he whose transgression
is forgiven, whose sin is covered” (Ps.
32:1). To receive God’s forgiveness
and be cleansed from sin by Christ’s
atoning blood is life’s supreme blessing! No longer condemned inmates on
sin’s death row, now we have received
God’s gracious pardon. And some
glorious day we will live in heaven with
our dear Lord and join loved ones in
endless celebration! O wondrous, joyous hope!
“Blessed is he that considereth the
poor: the Lord will deliver him in time
of trouble” (Ps. 41:1). God has deep
concern for the poor. Do we care
about the needy, especially the ones
who suffer through no fault of their
own? God would have us remember to
show mercy. Heaven’s “overflow” is
given so that we might share funds,
food, and clothing with the needy. To
be able to give is a rich blessing. And
God remembers. Then when trouble
knocks at our door, the Lord is faithful
to deliver. What a precious promise!
Giving brings delight! I recall a time
when my husband, Jim, and I were lay
missionaries among the Navajo in Arizona. One evening during Vacation
Bible School, we decided to host a
meal for the other workers. The Lord
led us to also invite a needy Navajo
family of seven. Afterward, what joy
we felt! It seemed we had “entertained
angels unawares” (Heb. 13:2).
“Blessed are they that dwell in thy
house: they will be still praising thee”
(Ps. 84:4). To have a Bible-believing
church home and family is a special
blessing! Being able to meet for worship and Christian fellowship is a great
privilege that some believers no longer
can enjoy.
“Blessed is the man whose strength
is in thee” (Ps. 84:5). What a comfort it
is to have Almighty God for our help
and strength! As we age, physical infirmities multiply, and bereavement
takes its toll. But we can face life’s

deep challenges and change with
courage. “If God be for us, who can be
against us?” (Rom. 8:31). Our Lord is
with us. We can rejoice!
“Blessed is the people that know
the joyful sound: they shall walk, O
Lord, in the light of thy countenance”
(Ps. 89:15). What is that joyful sound?
“Jesus saves!” He will receive each
penitent soul. “Jesus said unto them,
I am the bread of life: he that cometh
to me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst”
(John 6:35). God’s smile is our sunshine!
“Blessed are they that keep judgment, and he that doeth righteousness
at all times” (Ps. 106:3). The ability to
exercise right judgment is God’s gift.
How do we receive spiritual discernment? The Bible is our textbook on
wisdom. God’s truth never changes; it
is eternal.
“Blessed be he that cometh in the
name of the Lord: we have blessed you
out of the house of the Lord” (Ps.
118:26). This could describe the godly
pastor bonding with his congregation
in blessed unity. And God is pleased
with all who serve in His name.
“Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the
whole heart” (Ps. 119:2). Those characterized by divided loyalty, doublemindedness, or lukewarm devotion
toward God cannot receive His full
blessing. Compromise with sin can
never win. And friendship with this
world’s system does not work. Thank
God for courageous soldiers of the
Cross. May many more join their
ranks. (That is the pathway of joy!)
Thus, the recipe for contentment includes faith, love, and obedience. In
addition, humility, compassion, and
loyalty to Christ (all by the Holy Spirit’s
help) bring delight.
In the heart, and in the home,
May Jesus Christ be enthroned.

During those special family gatherings, in addition to serving up roast
turkey, cranberry sauce, and pumpkin
pie, add some prayer and praise. A bit
of “soul food” from God’s Holy Word
can make your banquet complete.
“Trust and obey, for there’s no other way / To be happy in Jesus, but to
trust and obey” (Sammis, “Trust and
Obey”). ★
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Missions
Reaching the World for Christ
BY

N October 2011, the world population reached 7 billion. It took only
twelve years to add the last billion, as
compared to the 123 years it took to go
from 1 billion to 2 billion. This means
that fulfilling the Great Commission to
go and make disciples of “all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you” (Matt. 28:19-20) is a fast-moving
target. Time Magazine, October 31,
2011 (Ford, “Head Count”), suggests
that one-third of the world is currently
Christian. (Of course, this probably includes people who claim to be Christian because they are not atheists or
pagans.) Therefore, if all Christians are
obedient, we can do what our God has
asked us to do—to reach those who
have not trusted Jesus as Saviour.
How can that possibly happen?
God’s plan for world evangelism has
always been to use the family as the
primary evangelizing unit, as seen in
the life of Adam and Eve. Following the
tragic murder of Abel by his brother,
Cain, another son, Seth, was born. He
had a son named Enos. Then this revealing statement is made: “Then began men to call upon the name of the
Lord” (Gen. 4:26). The infinitive “to call”
translates a Hebrew verb that in other
passages is translated “to preach” or
“to proclaim.” In Isaiah 61:1-2 we find
“The Lord hath anointed me to preach
good tidings . . . to proclaim liberty to
the captives.” Hence, Genesis 4:26
could read “Then men began to proclaim the name of the Lord.” As priests
of our wonderful Saviour, the family is
responsible to share Christ.
The place where children are supposed to be primarily exposed to making disciples is in homes where the
parents faithfully attend a gospelpreaching church that makes certain
their congregants are born again and
then teaches them how to lead others
in soul-winning and disciple-making. I
will illustrate this principle with the following.
Recently I heard about a woman who,
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along with her husband, was an active,
church-attending Christian who raised
three children. Then, tragically, she lost
her husband in a plane crash. Rededicating her life, she called her twentysix-year-old son, Tim, and asked, “Are
you good enough to get into heaven?”
For the first time in his life, Tim realized
he too needed a Saviour. This is a wonderful example of a dedicated parent
exercising her God-given responsibility
to ensure that her children know the
Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour.
Mrs. Prewitt then began a regular
evening telephone ministry from seven to nine. Choosing a name from the
city telephone book, she would call
and say, “I am Mrs. Prewitt. May I have
two minutes? I would like to ask five
questions.” Most would say “OK.” The
last question was “Who is Jesus
Christ?” This woman, without ever
leaving her home, led hundreds to
saving faith in Christ as Saviour
through her humble testimony.
After one woman received her phone
call and accepted Christ, Mrs. Prewitt
asked whether there was anyone else
in the family with whom she could talk.
The woman responded that her husband was home and suggested that
Mrs. Prewitt call back. The woman
would avoid answering. When Mrs.
Prewitt called, the husband answered
and was led to the Lord. He suggested
the caller should talk with his brother;
this continued until seven members of
that family found Christ as Saviour. She
was making disciples of total strangers,
having been encouraged by the response of her own children.
Mrs. Prewitt’s amazing spiritual example had a dramatic effect on her
son Tim. He had spent eighteen years
in corporate sales and management
when God led him to more than four
years in missionary radio ministry in
the Latin world. However, Tim’s vision
for making disciples was to be far
more personal than even a very effective radio ministry in South America.
In 1982, God led Tim to establish
World Reach Mission, which has
planted churches in twelve countries.

The purpose statement of the mission
declares, “Our purpose is to fulfill the
Great Commission of Jesus Christ.”
Another statement says, “World
Reach is committed to Reaching the
World Through the Local Church.”
Tim’s vision was not only to evangelize nationals but also to plant selfreplicating churches using trained national leaders who are soul-winners.
The unique ministry approach of
World Reach is to use primarily national missionaries to reach their own
countrymen in a cross-cultural ministry
with minimal emphasis on American
expatriates. Therefore, 67 percent of
World Reach missionaries are evangelistic, foreign nationals. The ultimate vision is for all missionaries to be nationals who are available to God’s call.
It is not uncommon for internationals
to be multilingual in countries where
several languages are spoken. This is in
sharp contrast to most Americans, who
are able to travel widely only where
English is the primary or only language
of commerce. However, this factor is
rapidly changing in America with so
many internationals migrating to the
United States, especially to the cities.
World Reach is able to capitalize on the
multilingual capabilities of many of their
missionaries, who are able to transfer
to a new country where ministry has
been requested to help plant churches.
To cite one example, a World Reach
missionary family served for nine years
in Russia. Then they were redeployed
to the Ukraine for eight years. They are
now ministering in Albania. Learning
another language is easier for a missionary who is already fluent in more
than one language.
In eight of the countries where World
Reach has a ministry, unique Bible institute programs have been established under the capable leadership of
Rev. Richard Sans, a retired Air Force
officer. He rotates twenty-five visiting,
adjunct teachers, several of whom are
retired college or seminary professors
with doctorates, to teach one- or twoweek modular biblical courses. These
courses are being fully accredited by a

World Reach Bible Institute in Kenya

Bible college in the United States,
making it possible for qualified national leaders to further their education
abroad as churches mature.
Hundreds of national pastors and
laymen are attending these classes
while maintaining ministry or jobs. In
some countries the students commute
to class in the evening after working all
day, while in other countries a dormitory is provided for those who travel
some distance for the course.
I have had the privilege of teaching
apologetics in Brasov, Romania; Bogota, Colombia; and Meru, Kenya. The
Meru campus of World Reach Bible Institute in Kenya is outside of town.
There is a modern grocery store, but
there is also a much larger open-air
market where crowds barter for almost
anything for a price. It is quite an experience to be jostled through the wallto-wall people surging from one kind of
product to another, all spread out on
the ground, watched over by one or
more marketers. Buyers are wise to
bring containers in which to take their
purchases home, for paper or plastic
bags are not available. They must also
be alert to the motor vehicles that noisily make their way through the unpaved, dusty streets already packed
with animals, carts, and shoppers.
Leaving the market, a person proceeds to the campus a short distance
away. In fact, after all-day classes, the
students at the Bible institute often
walk to town in the evening to relax
FALL QUARTER 2013

and bring a witness for Christ. The entrance to the campus compound is but
one of many similar gates in fences
that line the roadway, demarcating
small plots where homeowners seek
to eke out a living from red, overworked soil, sprouting banana palms,
maize, and colorful flowers.
Entering the gate, a beautiful mural
announces the World Reach Bible Institute campus. The campus also
hosts an orphanage for approximately fifteen wonderful, abandoned children. The capacity is thirty-six children. At the time I was there, they
attended local public schools, with
nine in primary, five in secondary, and
one in nursing school. This is also a
ministry of faith.
David Magiri is the national director
of the campus. He and his lovely wife,
Janet, live some distance off campus
in a humble home tucked away in the
dense vegetation, which is dissected
by a single-lane, unpaved roadway.
Stopping before a metal gate, one enters a large, grassy front yard leading
to the steel-roofed house. Behind their
home are pens for the family animals,
which help provide the food that is prepared in a humble kitchen. Electricity is
available but is used primarily for lighting. Although small refrigerators are
available, they are very expensive.
The Magiris are able to walk to the
campus. However, David borrowed a
taxi from a friend to take me to visit his
home. He was also gracious to take

me to see a nearby plantation where
tea was growing on low bushes.
Young, tender leaves are handpicked
and later processed for export.
David uses public transportation to
move about the country as national director of two World Reach ministries in
Kenya. He and his wife trust the Lord
to keep their older son, Martin, in university studying premed. Justin, their
younger son, is in secondary school.
Back on campus, Isaac and Michael,
the Bible school coordinators, welcome the bivocational pastors and laymen who have gathered for the week
of classes. The classes are taught in
English, which is widely understood,
although sixty-nine languages are spoken in Kenya. The students eat together in a humble cafeteria, where they
serve one another succulent meals,
cooked over a wood-burning fire,
planned around a diet of rice imported
from Pakistan. That rice is cheaper
than the rice locally grown for export.
In the evening the students retire in a
dormitory of bunk beds, excited for the
week of concentrated study of the
Word and wonderful fellowship. Their
melodious singing wafts across campus both in the evening and in the
morning, when they waken early for
lengthy personal devotions.
These national brethren are so humble, dedicated, and excited about
making disciples of their own countrymen. There is a great openness to the
(Continued on page 37)
(223) 31

Adults
Fasting —Prayer’s Extra Ingredient
BY

HE older I get, the more I recall
those times of life that brought me
to my knees. One time was the day my
happy, giggling little angel, Mary, became a feisty, rebellious teen. It was a
pretty dramatic time. Screams of “I
hate you” shot across the room. I actually looked behind me to see who in
the world she was yelling at! The Lord
helped me to know she did not mean
it, but thus began a very scary time in
our lives.
It seemed so hopeless. My husband
and I both felt so inadequate trying to
punish her hysterical bouts and strongwilled stubbornness. We tried grounding her, forcing her to stay in her room,
and not allowing her to watch TV. All of
it changed nothing. We got nowhere.
We prayed for help and sought guidance from other parents and godly
counselors. We did everything we knew
and what we read in books too. There
were rare times when we felt in control
and calmly tried to reason with her. We
had her write out Scripture verses, then
tell us what they meant in order to be
set free from room arrest. In the end,
though, nothing we said or did, right or
wrong, made any difference.
Mary was still belligerent and disobedient. She lashed out over the silliest things. I believe the Lord helped
me see she was fighting against her
own personal anguish, not really
against her father or me. Still, we felt
so stupid not being able to control or
help our own daughter.
The saddest part of it all was that as
parents, we were trying so hard to
raise her right and see her become a
wholesome, vibrant young woman
that we missed seeing how miserably
unhappy she actually was. We never
sensed the true spiritual depth of it.
She tried to make me, the softy
mom, the villain in it all, but I thank the
dear Lord for not letting me fall for it.
We both knew it was not true. She was
angry with herself and even with
God—and as a sensitive, baby Christian, she could not bear the guilt of that
alone, so she blamed me for making
her feel that way.
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But the Lord was merciful. In His
overwhelming love and forgiveness,
He guided us through it all.
I can still see the verse that jumped
off the page one morning as I read my
Bible. “Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity
and idolatry” (I Sam. 15:23). Those
words—“witchcraft” and “idolatry”—
made me tremble. In that moment,
Mary’s rebellion became much more
serious than I had realized. No longer
was it just a parents-against-teens
type struggle. It was now what God’s
Word likened to witchcraft and idolatry—things that exist in Satan’s domain. I began to see that I was fighting
not just for control of Mary’s heart and
emotional self-control but possibly for
the sake of her soul as well.
I thought about how all our yelling
confrontations were about secular
music, current fads, going to a concert
or a movie, or buying a spaghetti-strap
sundress—worldly, temporal things.
Anything scriptural we tried to teach
her fell on deaf ears.
We never could hit the problem of
disrespect head-on or convince her of
her need to consider Christ’s will and
desire for her life. We were never able
to get her to discuss important, spiritual issues such as “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22-23). We
wanted her to see the value and importance of having those things as part
of her life—not the latest fashion or CD.
I remembered one time when she
yelled out, “Why would I ever love a
God who makes me do all the things I
don’t want to do and never ever lets me
do anything I want? Why? Why would
I, Mom? I never will! I hate you both.”
I tried to tell her that the god she was
referring to—a god that would want to
make her miserably unhappy or do
things she would never want to do—
was a god that did not even exist. I
asked her to take her Bible, which had
the words of Christ written in red, and
read only the red writing. I told her not
to read anything else but those red

words for as long as it took to finally
see Christ as He actually is. I prayed
that through Christ’s words she would
see that God simply wants us to do
what is good and right because that is
what is best for us.
I knew He alone could make it happen, so I entrusted it all to Him. In fact,
that was the day I went into my bedroom, got down on my knees, and
cried out, “Father, I resign, as a mom.
I only make her hate You and me both.
I am powerless to change any of it.
From this day forth, I am going to
make her know she is Your child first
and she now has to answer to You and
You alone. Oh, I’ll still keep all the rules
in play and do what my responsibility
requires as far as disciplining, but the
outcome and the reactions, good or
bad, right or rotten, are in Your hands.”
I believe that was the first time I
grasped what it means to lay our burdens and our children on the altar and
let them go for good. I understood in
that moment that I had to totally and
truly trust the Lord to take Mary into

His embrace and wings of protection.
An unexpected sense of peace came
upon me.
From that day forward, I did the only
thing I felt I could accomplish on her
behalf. I prayed harder and more often
than I ever had before. I believed that
would help her fight “against principalities, against powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness” (Eph. 6:12).
The Lord brought two more verses
to my mind. When the apostles tried to
get rid of a demon but could not, Jesus told them, “This kind goeth not out
but by prayer and fasting” (Matt.
17:21). In Joel the Lord said, “Therefore also . . . turn ye even to me with
all your heart, . . . with fasting, . . .
weeping, . . . And rend your heart, and
not your garments” (2:12-13). I had
given Mary up to the Lord countless
times, but I needed to do more. I needed to rend my heart.
So I began to fast every Monday the
rest of her junior year and all of her
senior year. I wanted God to know how
seriously I needed Him to love and
protect Mary. I prayed my fast would
show Him how desperately my daughter needed to be set free from whatever was trying to destroy her. She was
learning the truth in God’s Word in
school each day, but she did not know
how to apply it to her life.
Whenever we doubted whether she
was saved, she always screamed back
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that she was and how awful we were to
ever question it. I would quietly say,
“Then beware, Mary. God’s chastisement can be a lot harsher than a mother’s loving attempt” (Heb. 12:5-11).
She would ignore me. We did stop
worrying about it, though, because we
started to notice the many ways the
Lord’s mighty hand was on her life.
She would think she had gotten away
with something, only to find out that
the Lord had made sure we knew.
When we did not find out, we watched
her conscience bother her so badly
that she was forced to come to us and
confess. We praised and thanked our
Lord for confirming His ownership of
her as His own child. He showed us
the contrite spirit and broken heart He
was working to create behind all her
hysterical outbursts (Ps. 34:18).
God was faithful to us all, and He
blessed our endeavors in wonderful
ways during those two years. Mary
spent her junior summer in Spain with
sweet, dedicated missionary friends. I
had wanted the trip to make a missionary out of her, but they had prayed
for her to be welcomed as one of their
own and to enjoy their happy home.
She watched their children living
obedient lives while serving on the mission field along with their dad and mom
and loving every minute. She saw how
happy they were even though they had
to work hard. She saw them being very
faithful to live out their Christian life
every day in their activities and attitudes. She too learned to be careful
about her actions and her words. By
the time she came home, she felt a
genuine peace and happiness that was
deep within her heart and soul.
During that time away, Mary finally
felt the love of Christ living inside her.
She got a strong hold on what it really
meant to walk and talk as a Christian.
She had been taught that God works
through authority figures in every circumstance of life, but now she not only
saw it working in other Christians but
also felt it beginning to work within her.
When Mary returned, her father and
I saw she had put aside her rebellion,
her anger, and her inner torment. She
even asked us to give away our television—and we did! I have to admit it
was hard, but we really did enjoy a
very different senior year from what
might have been. We spent a lot more
time together, talking and doing our
devotionals in the Word. Mary sought
out friends at school who would encourage her to stay on the right path

and seek a deeper, growing walk in the
Lord each day.
We could see changes in all three of
us, both individually and as a family.
Our trust in God was stronger and our
faith deeper than we had ever known.
Our family had come through a terribly
trying, heart-wrenching time and come
forth as gold (Job 23:10). We saw that
God had given us the gift of unconditional love for each other. And it had, in
spite of all the harsh words and regrettable actions, remained true.
I saw that my weekly fast had
touched God’s heart, causing Him to
see I trusted Him totally in it all. I learned
what dying to self actually means. Fasting is a discipline of body and mind that
testifies of our strong determination to
obtain the petitions we bring.
A mother’s prayers and fasting are
mighty and powerful. Even today my
daughter will call and ask me to fast
(she is on a medication that requires
food in her system) when she knows
she needs something more to give her
plea a greater importance.
Some Christians think fasting was
an Old Testament practice or just too
hard. Not so! Granted, it was mightily
used in the Old Testament. Once the
king of Nineveh called everyone to fast,
even the animals, God did not rain
down His wrath upon them as He had
told Jonah to preach (Jonah 3:5-10).
Mordecai asked Esther to approach
the king unsummoned, which could
mean certain death. Esther replied,
“Fast ye for me, . . . so will I go in unto
the king, . . . and if I perish, I perish”
(Esther 4:16). The king heard her plea,
and her people were saved. She needed that fast to augment her courage to
be able to go through with her resolve.
Fasting is also decreed in the New
Testament. Christ Himself told us to
fast. “When the bridegroom shall be
taken from them, . . . then shall they
fast” (Matt. 9:15). Paul fasted after his
road to Damascus encounter with
Christ (Acts 9:9), and the apostles
fasted too. It says, “as they ministered
to the Lord, and fasted” and “when
they had fasted and prayed” (13:2-3).
When our lives are in desperate
straits, when we are faced with major
decisions that will change everything,
when tragedy and grief rob us of our
appetites—that is the time to fast.
When our prayers fall short, fasting
brings us into an intimacy with God.
Truly, fasting in God’s will with a pure
motive is that extra ingredient that our
prayers definitely need. ★
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The Greatest Treasure
BY

DAVID H. WILCOX, D.MIN.

Q. I am a grandmother who wishes to
teach children to treasure God’s Word.
Do you have any suggestions on how
I could best do this?
A. Thank you for a great question! We
must build godly thinking into the lives
of the next generation of believers.
Many Christians no longer carry a
Bible to church. I know spiritual leaders who actually downplay the importance of the Bible for living. I ask these
questions: How did we come to this
lowered view of the Bible? What can
we do to bring back a high and lofty
belief that the Bible is the Word of
God?
Honest solutions require careful
thought. A pastor left his post when
members presented him with a list of
bad things he had done as their leader.
One of these “bad” things accused
him of using an electronic Bible when
talking with someone about salvation.
The Bible is God’s Word in any language, in any print font (or even handwritten), on pages—bound or unbound—and even on smart phones
and tablets. We also know there is
power in the spoken Word of God.
In his book on the Holy Spirit (Forgotten God, Reversing Our Tragic
Neglect of the Holy Spirit, Cooke),
Francis Chan remembers when someone challenged him about his preconceived ideas about God. He wrote, “I
began reading the Scriptures as
though I had never read them before.”
When he did, ill-conceived ideas and
wrong notions began to fall away.
We cannot overstate the importance of the Bible for life. I recall that
in my seminary days, one of our guest
lecturers repeatedly said, “Men—read
your Bibles.”
We often talk about the Bible, read
books about the Bible, attend classes
and conferences, listen to sermons,
and even get good grades on Bible
knowledge. But nothing takes the
place of carefully reading the Bible itself.
We love reading books about the
Bible, but even the best of them
should not replace reading the Bible.
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“All scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction
in righteousness: that the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works” (II Tim. 3:16-17).
After quoting from Psalm 95 several
times, the writer of Hebrews stated,
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged
sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of the
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any creature that is not
manifest in his sight” (4:12-13).
Reading the Bible is the best solution. We must read it publicly in our
church meetings. We should read it
aloud in the home. We should know
where to find the great chapters and
read them often. And we should let our
families and friends see us reading.
Do not tell your children about the
Bible; take them to it, and show them
why you love with God’s kind of love
(I Cor. 13). Demonstrate why you have
faith (Heb. 11), why you abide in Christ
(John 15), why you live a godly life
(I Thess. 4), and why you believe in the
resurrection and the return of Christ
(I Cor. 15).
One of our children’s teachers told
me she always takes her second- and
third-graders to the Bible. Before she
tells a story, she has them open a Bible
to the passage in question. Last week
she took them to Jeremiah 38:6. Even
with its difficult names, they saw that
it was the Word of God.
The answer to your question is complicated yet simple. We all must let the
Word of God do its own incomparable
and powerful work in our lives. With
children, we cannot just tell; we must
show them. ★
Do you have a question you would
like answered? Send it to: Counseling Corner, Union Gospel Press, P.O.
Box 6059, Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or
e-mail us at theoed@uniongospel
press.com (subject line: Counseling
Corner).

Couch, Mal. The Birth of the Nation of Israel.
Clifton, Texas: Scofield Ministries, 2010.

The author has done a lot of research on this subject. He has also
made twenty-three ministry trips to
the Middle East and Israel. The history of the Jews is traced carefully from
their beginning, as recorded in the
Bible, up to our times.
Couch believes strongly that there is
indeed a future for the nation of Israel.
He does not believe the church has replaced Israel. The Jews were scattered all over the world until 1948,
when they again became a national
entity.
Couch does not believe God is
through with His people Israel. This
book will help you see how God preserved the Jews throughout their history and how He will eventually use the
nation to accomplish His plan for the
future of this world.
I recommend this book for all who
want to know more about God’s plan
for the nation of Israel and for the
church.
Rorheim, Art. Mr. Awana. Larkspur, Colorado: Grace Acres Press, 2011.

This is an easy-to-read and easy-tounderstand book. The author chronicles his “sixty-plus years of changing
the world for Christ,” especially
through the Awana program. Along
with Lance Latham, Art Rorheim was
founder of Awana. It was born at the
North Side Gospel Center in Chicago.
“Awana” stands for Approved
Workmen Are Not Ashamed. Begun in
1945, it is a solid scriptural ministry
with and for children and young people. The ministry involves clubs, Scripture memory, camping, leadership
training, Bible instruction, and much,
much more. The work of Awana is carried out through local churches that
honor and believe God’s Word.
Art Rorheim has been used by God
to reach kids and adults with the
gospel of Christ. The ministry of
Awana is on six continents and ministers to and through tens of thousands
of churches in one hundred countries
each week. This book needs to be in
every church library. ★
—Robert P. Lightner.

Timely Tips for Working with Youths
Emerging Adulthood:
Implications for the Church and the Culture
BY

ECENTLY, I read a book by sociologist Christian Smith titled Lost in
Transition (Oxford University Press). It
is a gripping account of the cultural
phenomenon called emerging adulthood. For those in youth ministry, it is
imperative that we come to terms with
this stage of human development.
First, a definition is needed. As a
unique stage in the development of becoming an adult, America invented
what we call adolescence. It begins at
about age twelve or thirteen and continues until age eighteen. But now sociologists are calling for the recognition
of another stage before full adulthood,
called “emerging adulthood.” Coined
by Jeffrey Arnett, the phrase “emerging adulthood” refers to the stage of
development between eighteen and
twenty-nine. It is now being studied extensively by the previously mentioned
evangelical sociologist Christian
Smith. Smith characterizes the features of this stage as “intense identity
exploration; instability; a focus on self;
feelings of being in limbo, in transition,
in between; and a sense of possibilities, opportunities, and unparalleled
hope. These are often accompanied
. . . by large doses of transience, confusion, anxiety, self-obsession, melodrama, conflict, disappointment, and
sometimes emotional devastation.”
The steps through schooling, a first
real job, marriage, and parenthood (all
parts of adulthood) are simply less well
organized and coherent today than they
were in the past. As Smith argued,
“These years are marked by a historically unparalleled freedom to roam, experiment, learn, move on, and try again.”
What forces have combined to create this new phase in American life?
There are six identifiable changes over
the last several decades that explain
emerging adulthood.
1. First is the dramatic growth of higher education. The GI Bill, changes in the
American economy, and government
subsidizing of higher education all led to
an explosion in college enrollment in the
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second half of the twentieth century.
More recently, the need for graduate education has been added as an expectation and/or requirement for social advancement. Hence, a huge proportion
of young adults do not stop their education at eighteen. Those continuing in
graduate education often do so well into
their late twenties and early thirties.
2. Another powerful social change is
the delay of marriage. Between 1950
and 2006, the median age of the first
marriage for women rose from 20.3 to
25.9 years old; for men, from 22.8 to
27.5. Today, many young adults spend
almost a decade between high school
graduation and marriage as they explore life’s many options in a period of
unprecedented freedom.
3. The global nature of our economy
has served to undermine stable, lifelong careers and replaced them instead with careers with lower security,
more frequent job changes, and an
ongoing need for new training and education. . . . Many youths today spend
five to ten years experimenting with
different jobs and career options before finally deciding on a long-term career direction (Smith).
4. Parents today are more disposed
than ever to help their young adults financially—well into their twenties and
thirties. This financial help enables
emerging adults to have the freedom
to live a good lifestyle until they settle
down into full adulthood.
5. Effective birth control methods
have become widely available. A primary cultural result of this has been to
distance sexual intercourse from procreation. Sex has therefore become a
normal element of many close and
even casual relationships. It also too
often becomes a mere recreational activity outside of marriage, part of what
many call the “hookup” culture.
6. The impact of postmodernism on
emerging adults cannot be minimized.
This worldview has both caused and,
perhaps more important, justified
most of the choices of the typical

emerging adult. A radical autonomy is
the vital center of almost everything
the emerging adult does and thinks.
Further, the technology of this age—
the cell phone, the so-called smart
phone, and other things—enables and
empowers the emerging adult to define his/her own reality. This includes
almost all entertainment choices,
leisure choices, and purchasing choices. In addition, social networks frame
the social dynamic of the emerging
adult. This phenomenon reinforces all
the other elements that help explain
the type of person called the emerging
adult. (For a summary of these six reasons, see Smith, pages 13-15.)
What are the implications of emerging adulthood for the church and for the
larger culture? For the culture, Smith
demonstrates that this stage in life has
resulted in far more confusion and lack
of certainty about almost everything.
People’s lives and their worldviews are
constantly in flux. There is little commitment to institutions—government, family (as normally defined), and, most important, the church. Typically, emerging
adults do not attend church and are not
involved in ministry. As Smith’s book
shows, they do not vote and are not engaged in civic service or volunteerism.
This generation returns to church
once they begin having their own children, but often the church does not
know what to do with them. Many of
this group view church through the
grid of their former youth groups, with
all the fun, excitement, and energy so
characteristic of current youth groups.
Regular church is usually not like that,
and often they do not fit in.
In my view, the church needs to seek
a greater level of understanding about
emerging adults and develop plans
and strategies concerning how to
reach and minister to them. The church
is losing its young people in increasing
numbers. When they come back, are
we ready for them? Answering that
question is perhaps the church’s most
important priority for the future. ★
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On a Raft with the Wrong Crowd
BY

KIMBERLY RAE

Rafting on the Nile River

T was a perfect day. Far below me,
the sun glistened and danced
across the water. It was the trip of a
lifetime. Rafting the rapids of the Nile
River—that was where I was headed.
The excitement all around me that
day was nearly tangible. I naively
jumped into a raft with two friends and
lots of strangers. An outgoing and athletic Australian guy announced that he
would be our guide.
Everything was looking good so far.
He gave us a little training exercise,
but we were not really paying much attention. We wanted to get started! All
around us, the rugged, untamed beauty of Africa was calling. The water was
blue; the sky was clear—the day and the
landscape an artist’s dream. Even the
water we fell into for our practice at tipping the raft felt warm and welcoming.
We started off. I was one of the front
rowers. Who wanted to sit in the back
and see Africa after the others? Not
me. Whatever happened, I wanted to
experience it front and center.
I would later regret that decision.
Our paddles made slapping sounds
before sinking into the smooth, calm
waters, then sloshing sounds as we
improved our rowing skills—or, rather,
lack thereof. Our guide told us stories
of guys braving the rapids in kayaks or
being foolish enough to wander off the
approved river route and ending up
with a huge chunk forever missing
from their kayak, carried off by a crocodile who had been hoping for a taste
of the juicy kayaker inside the shell.
With each new series of rapids, our
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guide shouted directions, and we tried
to follow them. I enjoyed the exhilaration of making it through without toppling over.
As the day wore on, sadly for me, my
guide and my boatload of new friends
thought this natural wonderland was
not exciting enough. Like any young
person who looks at life’s path and decides he wants to get a little closer to
the edge, a little closer to danger, my
boat mates wanted a little more.
They wanted to tip the raft.
Now, during the calm interludes of
pure, inviting river, I was all for it. But
they wanted to tip on a rapid. Even
that would not have been so bad if it
had been during the Class 1, 2, or even
3 rapids we had gone through. But we
were headed straight for a Class 5.
I am pretty sure Class 5 is the most
intense rapid you are allowed to raft
without it being just plain too dangerous to be legal. We had heard stories
about experienced guys who died
when they got stuck in the rocks below and the rapids’ violent current
kept them down—like a baby’s tiny
sock in a huge washing machine, totally helpless.
I did not want to tip on a rapid, and
I definitely did not want to tip on a
Class 5.
But what could I do? Everybody else
wanted to do it. Our guide had a gleam
in his eye that did not reassure me.
It was too late to back out now. I had
picked the wrong boat to face adventure in, the wrong group to raft with,
and now it was taking me down a path

I did not want to follow.
That makes me think of teens facing
the pressure of friends who want them
to do drugs or that awful feeling of being at a party when an improper movie
starts playing. I think of a child of God
who thinks one little white lie will not
hurt but then is trapped into telling more
and more lies to keep it covered up.
No one starts out planning on getting trapped by the big sins. People
just want to get close to the edge.
They just want a taste.
But sin never lets you just taste. It
pulls you in much further than you ever
intended to go. Suddenly, you are
trapped. And it is too late. “There is a
way which seemeth right unto a man,
but the end thereof are the ways of
death” (Prov. 14:12).
We went faster and faster, barreling
toward this Class 5 rapid, my fear
mounting along with the volume of the
crashing waves. Louder and louder,
wild and powerful—I knew the water
would win and we would not.
Our boat raced over the edge, and for
a moment we were suspended in air.
Then we fell, face-first, toward the
rapids. I could see we would tip. Those
slow-motion moments showed me
huge waves coming from two directions,
slapping in the middle in violent conflict,
the crash rushing up to swallow us alive.
After falling straight down about five
to ten feet, we hit the rushing torrent.
Our raft tipped. It flipped upside down
right in the middle of the swirling crash
of waves.
And I was trapped underneath.
I could not breathe. The boat
pushed down on me from above;
everywhere else was swirling, angry
water, trying to kill me.
This trip was supposed to be fun,
exciting, adventurous. The water was
supposed to be friendly, not deadly.
Sin is like that too. It promises adventure and excitement, but it does not
show you the death at the end of the
path. “For the wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).
I was drowning. I remembered the
guide saying to never let go of the rope
attached to the raft, but in my panic I
was certain that if I did not let go, I
would die underneath that boat.
I let go. Seconds later, the buoyancy of my life jacket shot me out from
under the boat. The rushing water sent
me careening away from the raft and
down the river.
The water swirled and rushed,

pulling me with it. I was going so fast.
I kept telling God, “I don’t want to die.
I don’t want to die.”
My life jacket saved me. It kept me
floating atop those wild waves that
wanted to pull me under and claim me.
That life jacket was like Jesus’ salvation. No matter how deeply we are
trapped in sin, the moment we are
ready to call out for help, Jesus’ mercy
is there to save us from spiritual death.
“As for me, I will call upon God; and the
Lord shall save me” (Ps. 55:16).
Finally, the river stopped rushing,
and therefore I too stopped rushing
(except my heart). The water had taken me far, far away from my raft—just
as, in the end, the friends who pressure you to give in to sin will not stay
with you to face all the consequences.
I drifted, all alone, into a beautiful alcove of sorts. The water slid my relieved
body off the river’s main route toward
what looked like a tiny island of trees
that resembled weeping willows. Their
branches and leaves bent over the water like arms of comfort, shading me in
a moment of respite after my ordeal.
God’s mercy is there for us to comfort and shelter us after we come faceto-face with our wrong decisions. Once
we repent and ask His forgiveness, Jesus is there to heal our spirits. “He hath
not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.
For as the heaven is high above the
earth, so great is his mercy toward
them that fear him” (Ps. 103:10-11).
After I had floated there for some
time, thinking about how far I and this
day had drifted from my original idea
of it, a man in a kayak came to my rescue. I had to lunge myself up onto the
back of his kayak and endure the humiliation of being dragged, soaking
wet and exhausted, back to the raft.
God often lets us suffer the consequences of our wrong choices, but
then His Holy Spirit comes to take us
back to the right path. “It is good for
me that I have been afflicted; that I
might learn thy statutes” (Ps. 119:71).
It was amazing, I thought, how I was
the one who did not want to tip; yet
there my friends were, in the raft and
unscathed, while I had been the one to
get “caught” by going along with their
choices.
I finished the ride (not that I had any
choice), but chasing danger had no
more appeal to me by then. I had
learned my lesson. The glory of that
beautiful day and the wonderful adventure in a masterpiece of God’s creFALL QUARTER 2013

ation had been lost by wanting more
than was good for us to have.
In life, there are seasons that hold
the same excitement and promise of
adventure as a trip rafting down the
Nile. There are those first moments
when we realize we can make choices
for ourselves—those life decisions
about the future. We revel in the freedom of learning to drive, going to college, choosing a vocation—those moments of freedom, perhaps on a trip
with friends, when responsibilities are
left behind and no one is around to
check what choices we make.
Living life to its fullest is God’s intention for us. “I am come that they
might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).
But we must be careful who rides in
the boat with us and, more important,
who will be our guide.
Wrong choices lead toward a tangle of
sin we never expect, one that will trap us
and destroy us if it can. When the world
is our guide, it will promise much but not
keep us from danger or care if we are destroyed by it. “He that walketh with wise
men shall be wise: but a companion of
fools shall be destroyed” (Prov. 13:20).
However, if we choose godly friends
to paddle alongside, they will enjoy the
adventure with us. The fun and excitement they share with us will fill us with
joy, not fear.
And if Jesus is our Guide, He will
never lead us into any rapid that He will
not give us the strength to overcome.
How can we make sure we do not
end up in the wrong boat with the
wrong crowd? That is not something
we can decide after the fact—when we
are out in the water and our friends decide to go farther than we want to go.
The moment to decide is before we
even get into the boat. We must think
for a minute. What kinds of friends do
we really want—the ones who are always pushing a little farther toward the
edge of sin, or the ones who want to
stay as far away from sin as possible?
A true friend is one who helps us live
like Christ, not one who makes it harder! And while we are on the subject,
what kind of friend are you?
If we choose the right friends (ones
who love God as we do) and the right
guide (always Jesus!), we can have the
adventure of a lifetime! If you ask me,
that is a lot better than getting pinned
under a raft and ending up miserable
and humiliated!
“He maketh the storm a calm, so
that the waves thereof are still. Then

are they glad because they be quiet;
so he bringeth them unto their desired
haven. Oh that men would praise the
Lord for his goodness, and for his
wonderful works to the children of
men!” (Ps. 107:29-31). ★

REACHING THE WORLD FOR CHRIST
(Continued from page 31)

gospel in Kenya, where 82 percent of
over forty million citizens consider
themselves Christian. Commercial vehicles frequently have some Christian
statement painted on them. However,
the churches are small, and the people struggle to live on an average income of $340 a year. Therefore, pastors are often bivocational.
World Reach ministry in Meru,
Kenya, began with a couple who were
burdened for 60,000 street children.
These are but a portion of more than
730,000 orphans. HIV/AIDS is a major
contributing factor in this national
moral calamity. It has infected 14 percent of the population. This social/
medical blight is also contributing to
the great number of widows in Kenya.
World Reach also maintains a ministry
to these widows with a clinic and financial assistance as available.
The greatest need in the Christian
churches in Kenya is for a biblically
trained clergy. The Lord has blessed
abundantly the long missionary history of church-planting in the country. An
example is the Africa Inland Mission.
Out of this ministry has come the
Africa Inland Church with over five
thousand congregations.
The Lord blessed Kenya with an extensive revival in the 1960s. Out of this,
more than seventy thousand congregations were established. Since over
40 percent of the population is under
fifteen years old, there is a great opportunity for young pastors to be trained to
evangelize these young people.
Time is of the essence, however, for
tribalism is beckoning the youth. Islam
is also on the move in Kenya. Traditional ethnic religions are seeking to reach
youthful Kenyans. Tragically, in the older congregations, nominalism has
crept in, resulting in only 12 percent of
the Christians attending church.
Tim Prewitt of World Reach has
seen the need and is burdened to help
train the pastors who will ask his
mother’s question: “Who is Jesus
Christ?” Do you know Him? ★
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For Teens Only
Wisdom in Making Choices
BY

2G, Chrissie texted.
W8 HUH, Julie texted back.
While Chrissie really wanted to hear
the latest, she had to get to her homework. It was late, and class tomorrow
would not go well if she did not hand
in that paper.

G

###
“We’re going out to the ‘jump’ later.
Hoover thinks we can make it in a car
he’s going to borrow. Justin’s taking
pictures,” said Jeff.
“I don’t know.” Chad hesitated. He
had been in a car another time when
they almost had not made it.
###
What to do? How to choose?
The junior- and senior-high years
will be a time when you will make
many choices. Some of those decisions will affect the rest of your life.
The choices cited above might not
seem important, but the second one is
actually based on a true decision. Four
boys did go out to the “jump” in a borrowed car, and none of them ever
came home again.
For Chrissie, the choice might not
seem as big. Not handing in the paper
might get her a lower grade and
maybe a lunchtime detention. But
what if texting instead of studying became a pattern? That might affect her
report card. College entrance is usually based on grades.
In the teen section of the newspaper,
this question was asked: “What words
of wisdom would you give someone
about school?” This answer seemed to
be just for Chrissie: “Try not to procrastinate, because it will catch up to
you eventually” (Henry, “Freestyle, a
page by, for and about teens,” Lancaster Newspaper, January 7, 2012).
At times I have wondered why teens
should have to make important decisions when they might not have the
maturity to do so.
Until now, parents have made most
of your choices—where to live, where
you go to school, whether you attend
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church and how often, when and
where you spend free time. Some
might even choose your friends.
But now the choice is yours—or at
least it is becoming yours. Will you
keep up with schoolwork? Will you be
the bully or be bullied? What will you
wear? What kind of person will you
date? Will you say no to addictive
habits? What kind of friends will you
choose—the right or the wrong kind?
For example, your friends have a
great influence on who you are and
what you do. Peer pressure is not easy
to dismiss, and some teens do not
want to dismiss it. They want to know
what everyone else is doing, wearing,
and thinking.
“You would be a different person if
you had different friends,” my junior
high school principal said during one
of my visits to his office. I did not believe him. As far as I was concerned, I
chose my friends because of who I
was, not because of who they were. I
did not see anything wrong with my
friends. I liked them.
I would find out, however, that what
the principal said was true. He may not
have been as wise as Solomon, but the
king of Israel said almost the same
thing in the book of Proverbs. “If sinners
entice thee, consent thou not” (1:10).
Recently, I attended a high school
reunion. Of the couples attending, six
had met in high school. Apparently
they were good at making choices—
or at least in making long-term marriages. But surely their dating choices
helped lay the groundwork.
King Solomon said other wise
things about choosing friends. He
learned that friends are a big influence,
either for good or for bad.
If there were only one book of the
Bible that you could invest in wisely, it
would be Proverbs. I wish I had known
about Solomon and his wise sayings
when I was growing up. Maybe I would
not have made so many mistakes and
bad choices.
Some people read a Proverb a day
(or a chapter of Proverbs). There are
thirty-one chapters, so that gives a

chapter for each day of the month.
What else can we learn from
Proverbs? How to use money wisely,
control anger, be a woman of virtue, be
a good leader, and be a valuable worker are just a few of the things.
Next to finding the right kind of
friends, finding the right way in life is one
of the most important things you will decide. Some call that knowing God’s will.
What does God want you to do with
your life? Go to college? Find a job?
Serve in missions? Become a doctor?
Work in construction? Write a book?
To find our way in life, according to
Proverbs 3:5-6, when we acknowledge God in the major ways of life, He
will lead us in the daily paths. So how
does God direct us? He does so
through His Word (like Proverbs),
through prayer, through the Holy Spirit, through wise counsel, and through
circumstances.
“I’ve been told that ‘three-wish stories’ occur in almost every culture, all
following a similar theme: A benefactor appears and offers to grant three
wishes to an unsuspecting beneficiary. The fact that the stories so often
occur, suggests we want something
we cannot get on our own.
“There’s even a ‘wish story’ in the
Bible. It happened one night when the
Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
and said to him, ‘Ask! What shall I give
you?’ (I Kings 3:5). Solomon could
have asked for anything—riches, honor, fame, or power. But he asked for
none of these things. He requested ‘an
understanding heart’ (v. 9), or a ‘hearing heart,’ a humble heart to listen and
learn from God’s Word. The young, inexperienced king, weighed down with
the responsibilities of ruling a vast nation, needed the Lord’s wisdom to
govern well.
“Am I that wise?” (Roper, “What
shall I Give You?” Our Daily Bread, December 9, 2011).
If God asked us the same question,
what would we ask for? Solomon’s answer pleased God. I am glad that he
chose wisdom, since we all can benefit from what he learned.

In Proverbs, you will find a number
of important issues. I would like to
think they form an acrostic, so I have
selected verses from Proverbs that
pertain to the letters of the acrostic
“WISDOM.” There are other matters
that are no less important, but for now
the focus will be on these.
WISDOM
“Wisdom is the principal thing;
therefore get wisdom: and with all thy
getting get understanding” (4:7; cf.
3:7-8, 13-19; 7:4; 8:11-12; 9:1-6, 1012; 10:13, 23, 31; 12:8; 14:8; 15:33;
16:16; 17:28; 18:1, 4, 15; 19:8, 20;
21:11; 22:17; 23:23; 24:3-4, 13-14).
INSTRUCTION
“Take fast hold of instruction; let her
not go: keep her; for she is thy life”
(4:13; cf. 5:12-13, 23; 6:23; 8:10, 33;
9:9; 10:17; 12:1; 15:5, 32; 19:27).
STRIFE (contention)
“An angry man stirreth up strife”
(29:22; cf. 15:18; 16:28; 17:1, 14, 19;
20:3; 22:10; 26:17, 20-21; 28:25; 30:33).
DIRECTION
“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy paths”
(3:5-6; cf. 1:15-16; 2:18; 3:23; 11:5;
13:20; 14:2, 12; 15:19, 24; 16:2, 9, 25;
20:1, 7, 24; 21:2, 16; 22:5-6).
OCCUPATION
“Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise” (6:6; cf.
12:11, 24, 27; 13:4; 14:23; 16:3; 19:15,
24; 20:13; 21:25-26; 22:13; 23:4;
24:27, 30-34; 26:13-18; 28:19).
MONEY
“The liberal soul shall be made fat:
and he that watereth shall be watered
also himself” (11:25; cf. 6:1-5; 11:4,
26, 28; 13:7, 11; 17:18; 19:1, 4; 21:5;
22:4, 7, 16, 26; 23:5).
There are eight Hebrew words that
are translated “wisdom” in Proverbs.
The main one, used thirty-nine times,
comes from the word chokmah, meaning “to be wise in mind, word, or act;
skillful wisdom and wit.” An English dictionary defines “wisdom” as “something that is true, right and lasting.”
Solomon thought wisdom was so
important that he used active verbs to
describe the efforts we need to gain it:
(Continued on page 47)
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Teen Scene
A Time to Be Born
BY

JED N. SNYDER

Q. What is the meaning of “a time to
be born, and a time to die” in Ecclesiastes 3:2?
A. Thanks for the question. Solomon
wrote Ecclesiastes, and much of it
was apparently written during the time
in his life when he was struggling with
the meaning of life and death. Perhaps we can say that the verse reminds us first of God’s sovereignty,
second of the cycles of life, and third
that we should accept the certainty of
both matters.
We live in what is termed a postmodern time. This seems to mean
that almost every younger person is
skeptical about the ability of anyone
to know truth. Truth becomes a moving, unknowable concept. My truth is
different from your truth. My truth
may contradict your truth, but if it
works for me, who are you to challenge it? It is my truth. In return, I cannot challenge your version of truth.
So if it works for you, that is OK. It is
modern skepticism taken to its illogical extreme.
Supposing in science we were to
take the same approach. Say one
measures the distance to the moon
and comes up with a completely different figure from what has been traditionally held. How could any space
agency fly to the moon if there were no
truth about the distance to the moon?
In the “softer” sciences there is a lot
less certainty, and in spiritual matters
it now seems to many that there is no
certainty at all.
This verse challenges that philosophy. There is a time to be born; there
is a time to die. And both are sovereignly determined by God.
So if we do believe that there is a
time to die, we should live in such a
way that we are ready to die. We are
wise to understand the cycles of life.
We make the most out of our youth.
We do not squander this part of the
cycle. When we go through the stages
of adulthood, we make the most out
of each stage. Most marry, have chil-

dren, become middle-aged, then older, then elderly, and then die. There
are good things that God wants us to
experience at each part of the cycle
even as we are preparing for the next
part.
Finally we are brought full circle.
We are forced to accept that there is
such a thing as truth. It is true that all
will die. But this verse should take us
two steps beyond this. First, are you
ready to die? If your cycle is interrupted, do you know Jesus Christ as
your Saviour? Second, are you living
fully in the part of the cycle you are
currently experiencing, or are you
yearning forward (I cannot wait to be
an adult)? Or do you wistfully look
backward (I wish I could go back and
have a redo)?
Remember what the Bible says: “It
is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27).
Q. When we pray, how do we know
God hears our prayers and will give us
direction?
A. First, let me say that there is a mystical aspect of prayer that we are not
able to fully discern. Then let us remember what prayer really is. Prayer is
talking to our Father in heaven. When
the disciples asked Jesus to teach
them to pray, there never was a question about the validity of praying. He
gave them the model prayer that has
come to be known as the Lord’s
Prayer. In it we are taught to understand that for all believers, God is our
Father. Luke wrote this: “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
unto your children: how much more
shall your heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to them that ask him?”
(Luke 11:13).
These two teachings guide us to
believe that God hears and answers
our prayers. First, Jesus taught us to
pray to our Heavenly Father. Why
would He want us to pray to a Father
who is not listening and answering?
(Continued on page 59)
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Boys and Girls
A Sneaky Snake
BY

AN was new at Grove School. His
family had moved into a new
house in a new town. The Johnson
family loved their new home. They had
found a wonderful church, and they all
loved their new Christian family. Dan
liked the new house and the new
church, but he was not doing so well
at his new school.
“Mom, I want to have friends,” Dan
said, “but no one will be my friend. No
one talks to me, eats with me, plays at
recess with me, or walks to the bus
with me as they did at my old school.”
“I’m sorry, Dan. I want you to enjoy
your school, the class, your teacher,
and the other students. Are you being
friendly to others?” Mrs. Anderson
was encouraging to her son, but it was
up to him to be the best person he
could be.
Dan sighed as he took his lunch
from his mother and got his jacket. He
was discouraged. He was sure it
would be another sad day at school.
Mom stopped him as he started to go
out the door. “Dan, let’s say a prayer
before you go to school.”
Mom and Dan held hands as they
prayed. Mom prayed, “Dear Heavenly
Father, thank You for this wonderful
new house and neighborhood. We are
so happy to be here. Help Dan at his
new school. It is a hard time for him,
and he wants to make some friends.
You are our Father, and You know what
needs to happen so that the children
will accept Dan as their friend. Thank
You for helping him.”
When Mom paused, Dan continued.
“Lord, please help me say and do
things that make the other kids like
me. I am trying, but it is just not working. I need Your help. Thanks, God!”
Together, Mom and Dan said,
“Amen!”
“Thanks, Mom. That makes me feel
better. When I give my troubles to God,
I am in good hands!”
Mom gave Dan a big hug, and Dan
ran off to wait for the school bus.
No one spoke to Dan on the bus,
even though there were three boys
and a couple of girls from his class rid-
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ing that day. It was a lonely time for
Dan, the new kid. Since no one talked
to him, Dan had some time to think. He
thought he was being friendly, but he
decided that he might try harder.
Maybe if he told some of his jokes, the
other kids would pay attention to him.
The kids at his old school had thought
he was a pretty good joke teller.
Dan smiled as he jumped off the bus
at school. “Yes!” he said to himself.
“Now I have a plan. I will be bouncy
and energetic and come up with the
best jokes ever!”
With his new energy, he accidently
bumped into Josie, one of the girls in
his class, as he walked in the front
door. “Don’t be so clumsy, Dan,” she
grumbled. She gave him a shove.
“Oh, sorry, Josie. I didn’t mean to
bump you.” But Dan was speaking to
no one as Josie hurried off in a huff.
When Dan got to the classroom
door, he saw Maria. He thought he
would try another friendly approach.
“Hi, Maria! Do you know why the butter jumped off the windowsill?” He
laughed and answered his own riddle.
“It wanted to see a butterfly!”
Maria just looked at Dan, shook her
head, and said, “That is an old joke,
Dan! It is really dumb!”
Dan was discouraged, but he tried
one more time. One of the guys, Jerry,
was taking his coat off by his locker.
Dan took a deep breath and went to
say hi. When he got close to Jerry, he
gave him a slap on the back and said,
“Hey, Jerry! How are you doing?”
Jerry went flying into the locker, his
books tumbled to the floor, and his hat
and coat landed in the middle of the
hall. “Oooph!” he said, jumping up off
the floor.
“Oh, sorry, Jerry! I guess I was a little too hard with that pat on the back!”
“Yeah, I wasn’t ready for that one,”
Jerry said. He walked away and did
not look back.
“Sorry, again, about that!” Dan
called, embarrassed that he had gone
overboard one more time. Would he
ever get it right?
Mr. Jones, the school gym teacher,

saw what was going on. He came over
to Dan. “How is it going, Dan?” he
asked.
“Not so good. I keep trying to be
friendly, but the other kids don’t like
me,” Dan said.
“Maybe you are trying too hard. Just
be yourself. You are a nice boy, and
you are smart. Just be who you are.
After all, God made each of us pretty
special, and you are a good guy!”
Dan did not exactly know what Mr.
Jones meant, but he nodded and said,
“Thank you, sir. I’ll try.”
During his morning classes, Dan
thought a lot about what Mr. Jones
had said. Maybe he was trying too
hard. While he was thinking, he stared
around the room. Everyone was listening intently to their math teacher,
Mrs. Robb. She was explaining something Dan had learned last year at his
old school. He knew the material well,
so he could afford to let his mind wander.
Suddenly some movement near the
window caught his eye. On a bookshelf by the teacher’s desk he saw
something wriggling. A large snake
was crawling among the teacher’s
textbooks. Why would a snake be on
Mrs. Robb’s bookshelf? Dan thought.
Josie noticed the snake too, but she
was not quiet. She screamed, “There’s
a snake on the shelf!”
Dan flew into action. He never
thought about what anyone would
think. He just did what he had to do.
He jumped out of his seat and calmly
said, “Nobody move! We don’t want to
scare him. It’s a fox snake. If he gets
frightened, he might make a bad stink,
but he’s not dangerous.”
“Oh, ick!” Maria said.
Dan began to give orders. “Everyone, just stay in your seats! Jerry,
please get one of those cardboard
boxes from the counter by the sink.
Mrs. Robb, do you have something we
can use as a cover?” Every word was
spoken calmly and quietly. Dan was
surprised when everyone obeyed him.
As Mrs. Robb and Jerry got the cover and box, Dan walked slowly toward

agreed. He grabbed a
yardstick that he noticed
on Mrs. Robb’s desk.
Jerry started to hand
the box to Dan, but Dan
waved it away.
“I don’t need the box. I
can get this snake with my
hands,” Dan said. “It’s a
pet. Do you see that he’s
not rushing away from
me?” Dan reached toward
the snake and caught it by
the tail. He put the yardstick by its head, then
transferred the snake
from the stick to his arm.
It immediately crawled up
to Dan’s elbow and curled
its tail around his wrist.
“This snake is comfortable with me. He has
been handled by people a
lot.”
Dan circled the desks
with the snake. Though
some of the students did
not touch it, others
stroked it carefully with
the snake on the bookshelf. He spoke
to the class. “This fox snake is beautiful! Look at the markings on his body.
God made him look a little like a rattlesnake for his protection. That is
amazing!” He heard a few oohs and
aahs behind him as he talked. He also
heard someone say, “Ick! Snakes are
awful.”
“God made all of the creatures, and
they all are amazing. Some people
think snakes are bad, but they really
are good,” Dan said.
“How can a snake be good? I think
they’re ugly and slimy,” Julia said.
“Actually, snakes are not slimy at
all,” Dan said. “They have scales that
help them move across the ground,
but they are not wet and slimy.”
“Snakes bite,” Jeff said.
“Mostly, snakes will leave humans
alone. Of course, they bite their prey,
but most humans are bitten when they
frighten a snake,” Dan explained carefully. He did not get upset that some of
the class members were being negative about his favorite critters.
“I read an article about snakes in a
science magazine. They eat insects
and rodents. Bugs and rats and mice
can be bad for farmers and their
crops,” Jerry said.
“That is so correct. Without snakes,
many farms and cities would be overrun with bugs, rats, and mice,” Dan
FALL QUARTER 2013

two fingers.
“That snake is not slimy!” Maria
said. “It’s dry and cool.”
“God made reptiles like this snake
cold-blooded. That means that their
body temperature is about the same
as their surroundings. This one was
probably looking for a sunny place to
warm up,” Dan said.
Mrs. Robb brought Dan the box and
lid. “Someone from the class next
door just came to tell us that their pet
snake escaped from its cage. I think
we know where it ended up. Thank
you for helping us, Dan.”
The teacher asked Dan to return the
snake to its cage, and finally everything settled down in the classroom.
By the end of the day, Dan felt a
whole lot better about himself. Everyone else thought better of him too.
“You sure know a lot about snakes,”
Josie said.
“You are so brave, Dan. I’m glad you
are in our class,” Maria said.
“Hey, pal, thanks for letting me help
you in class today,” Jerry said. “It
made me feel important. Want to go to
the bus with me?”
That made Dan feel important! Now
he knew how to be a friend and be
liked at school. He whispered, “Thank
You, Jesus, for helping me find a way
to be noticed—for something good
that I did! Amen!” ★

Noah’s Ark

The Gazelle
BY

WANDA ERBSE

AZELLES are among the world’s
most beautiful and graceful animals. They are also very swift. Some
can reach speeds as high as sixty
miles per hour for short periods of time
or run at thirty miles per hour for extended periods. They are small antelopes, and most stand from two to
three and a half feet high at the shoulder. They usually have brown coats
with white bellies.
There are at least ten different
kinds of gazelles. Some zoologists
list as many as eighteen species. The
largest of all the gazelles is the Dama
gazelle, which weighs between 77
and 170 pounds. It is about the size
of a Great Dane, and it is also the
world’s rarest gazelle. The smallest
gazelle is the Dorcas gazelle, which is
close to the size of a medium-sized
dog. The gazelles’ long neck and long
slender legs make them appear much
taller.
Most gazelles live in herds in Asia
and Africa. Some live in mountainous
regions, while others live in the desert
areas. They are fond of open or grassy
plains, with a water supply close by,
where they can graze on grasses,
shoots, and leaves. They also frequent
bushy savannas but avoid areas of
high grass.
Since rain in these areas is seasonal, there are times when water is very
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scarce. Some species must depend
on their speed and endurance to travel great distances to find water.
Five to seven months after the
adult gazelles mate, the doe gives
birth to one or two fawns. The mother gazelle is very protective, and the
fawn is hidden where its coat will
blend in with the surroundings for at
least the first two weeks of its life. At
nursing time, the mother calls, and
the fawn comes out of its hiding place
to meet her. The only relatively longlasting relationship in gazelle society
is that of a mother and her most recent offspring.
Since gazelles are a predominant
food source for all the major predators
in Africa—such as lions, leopards,
hyenas, cheetahs, and wild dogs—
they must be on guard constantly.
They are not strong enough to fight off
their enemies. The gazelles’ best defense is to use their awesome speed
to outrun their enemies.
Although an adult gazelle’s majestic horns look fairly threatening, they
are seldom used as weapons. They
are used mostly by male adults to
show off. Their impressive, ringed
horns make gazelles very attractive
game animals. However, the giraffe
and zebra share the gazelles’ feeding
areas. They keep a sharp eye out for
any enemy approaching and sound
the alert for everyone. It is a good
thing to have friends, even in the animal world.
God’s Word says in John 15:13,
“Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his
friends.” And verse 14 tells us, “Ye are
my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.” These are two of God’s
greatest promises.
Drought, habitat destruction, and
poaching continue to reduce the total
number of the gazelle population.
However, even with predation, the
Thomson’s gazelle and the Grant’s
gazelle are thriving in impressive numbers. This may be due to the wider
range of territory they inhabit.
If gazelles are to continue to survive,
people must make the effort to curb
poaching and provide safe places for
them to live. Thankfully, efforts are being made by governments and individuals to protect the gazelle. Game reserves and national parks have been
set up in many countries to protect the
future of these beautiful and graceful
animals. And that future is beginning
to look brighter. ★
42 (234)

You and Your Bible
BY

FAITH STEINKRAUS

God Called Moses
Read Exodus 3:1-12; then fill in the puzzle using the clues below.
1
2

3

4
5
6

7

9

8

10

11

Moses was keeping the flock of (3 down), his father-in-law. (7 down) came to
the (7 across) of God, called (10 across). The (8 down) of the Lord appeared to
Moses in a (9 down) of (9 across) out of the midst of a (5 across). The bush
(5 down) with fire and was not consumed. God told Moses to take off his
(4 across) because he was standing on (6 across) ground. God called Moses to
bring God’s people from Egypt to a land flowing with (11 across) and (1 down).
God said, “I will be with (2 down).”

Called to Serve
Unscramble the name of each Bible person, and fill in each blank.
OHJAN DANRWE BMAAR
MASLUE HANO
1. God said to __________, “Make thee an ark of gopher wood” (Genesis 6:14).
2. God told ____________ to leave his country and go to a land that He would
show him (Genesis 12:1).
3. The word of the Lord came to ____________ to go to Nineveh, a great city,
and preach to them (Jonah 1:1-2).
4. The Lord spoke to ______________ in the night, and he answered, “Speak;
for thy servant heareth” (I Samuel 3:10).
5. Jesus called Peter and his brother ______________ to follow Him, telling
them He would make them fishers of men (Matthew 4:18-19).

Called to Obey Jesus
Fill in the blanks.
Jesus said, “If ye __________ me, __________ my commandments” (John
14:15).

Wit and Wisdom Cartoons

Quote-ables

“An old Puritan said, if you are a child
of God and you marry a child of the
devil, you will be sure to have trouble
with your father-in-law.”

At God’s Disposal
George MacDonald: “The world will
never be right till the mind of God is the
measure of things, and the will of God
the law of things. In the kingdom of
Heaven nothing else is acknowledged.
. . . The mind and will of God must . . .
over-ride every other way of thinking,
feeling, and judging.”

***
Indira Gandhi: “My grandfather once
told me that there are two kinds of
people: those who do the work and
those who take the credit. He told me
to try to be in the first group; there was
much less competition there.”

***

***
“Some folks would rather blow their
own horn than to listen to Sousa’s
band.”

“Think of being down inside him for three days
without a flashlight!”

Elizabeth Prentiss: “Have I not ten
thousand times made this my prayer,
that in the words of Leighton, my will
might become ‘identical with God’s
will.’”
***
Theodore H. Epp: “So let us bow our
knee and let God be God in our lives.”

***

***
E. W. Moore: “Little do self-willed
souls know what they miss when they
refuse to be guided. . . . Perfect confidence in your guide brings rest. And
where rest reigns, the worry which kills
men must depart.”

“Old age is when candlelit tables are
no longer romantic because you can’t
read the menu.”
***

***
Nikita Panin: “In youth the days are
short and the years are long. In old age
the years are short and the day’s long.”

Oswald Chambers: “How greatly
good is it to find His order in the haphazard things.”

***

***
“The scoffers said it couldn’t be
done. The odds were so great, who
wouldn’t? But I tackled the job that
couldn’t be done, and what do you
know? It couldn’t.”
***
“I worry, I putter, I push and shove,
hunting little molehills to make mountains of.”
***
Husband to wife: “How do you expect
me to remember your birthday when
you never look any older?” ★
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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“What worries me is I’ve got a book overdue
at the church library.”

J. R. Miller: “Wherever we are sent we
should quietly stay till again God
sends to call us away.”
***
F. W. Robertson: “Take what I cannot
give: my heart, body, thoughts, time,
abilities, money, health, strength,
nights, days, youth, age, and spend
them in Thy service, O my crucified
Master, Redeemer, God.”
***
F. W. Faber: “There are no disappointments to those whose wills are buried
in the will of God.”
***
John Bunyan: “Let us be content to
be at the disposal of God.” ★
—Compiled by Donna Poole.
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Dad’s Den
Dad, God Has Called You!
BY

AD, do you realize how important
you are to your family? Do you realize that you bring something to your
family that no one else can bring?
First, if you know Christ as your Saviour, God has given you the privilege of
bearing His name, “Father.”
Second, as you look to your “Father”—yes, your Heavenly Father
through faith in Christ—you represent
Him to your children by carrying out
similar activities. As your Heavenly Father, God is your Creator, bringing life
to you physically. God has given you,
as a believer in Jesus Christ, His spiritual life, His eternal life (John 3:16).
As father of your children, you have
given physical life to them through your
wife, their mother. Perhaps you also
have been given or will be given the
privilege of leading your children to
trust Christ as their Saviour. In that
sense, you will be their spiritual father.
As your Heavenly Father provides for
your daily needs, so you seek to do for
your children. As you look to the Lord
for His wisdom and guidance, your children will also look to you for the same.
Your Heavenly Father sent His Son to
earth to provide you His forgiveness.
He also sent Him to be an example of
what true selfless servanthood is. We
see in Him the ultimate example of how
to serve your children and your wife (cf.
Mark 10:45; I Cor. 13:4-8).
Third, since you bear the Heavenly
Father’s name while representing Him
to your children and carrying out similar activities as your Heavenly Father, it
becomes very obvious that God has
chosen you to be the go-to guy for your
children—yes, and your wife as well.
This means, as the title of this article says, “Dad, God has called you!”
This is certainly an awesome thought,
whether you have heard it before or
are hearing it now for the first time.
That you are God’s go-to guy is
found in the word “head” in Ephesians
5:23. This does not mean that the father or husband is a dictator and directs his wife and children like a military officer. Rather, it means that your
Heavenly Father holds you responsi-
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ble for carrying out the privilege of
bearing the Heavenly Father’s name
and the responsibilities listed above;
you are to do so with grace and sensitivity. You are to hold up the standard
of holiness as indicated in God’s Word,
the Bible. Dad, you are to seek with the
Lord’s help to provide a team spirit in
your family, praying for your family,
spending time with your family, listening to your family, and encouraging
your family. In the power of the Holy
Spirit, you seek to keep harmony in the
family as you display the example of
Christ to them.
Fourth, it is easy to write and talk
about bearing God’s name “Father”
and the responsibilities that go with
that title. It is much more challenging
to be God’s go-to guy. In fact, there are
four voices, according to James Dobson, that are calling you to not be that
guy (Straight Talk to Men and Their
Wives, Nelson).
Pleasure is one of those voices. It
calls you to consider other things—
things that may not be bad but may
cause you to start substituting fun and
games for spending time with your
family. You may feel that you need a
break. Sad to say, some fathers have
forfeited their family for a sinful use of
their time that leads to the breakup of
the family.
Romantic attraction is another voice
that can threaten a married couple.
The Internet is a place where marriages and families have been sabotaged by pornography. Social media
have brought “old flames” to light, igniting “old fires” and bringing disaster
to the family.
Extramarital sexual affairs are a
plague to families. Sometimes affairs
take place without the other mate
knowing it. Suddenly, Dad or Mom
leaves, and the children are devastated.
Ego is also a challenge—the desire
to be admired and respected by the
opposite sex. When the situation at
home is challenging with crying kids or
difficult teenagers and no one seems
to be respected and honored, it is easy

to start thinking that the grass is much
greener on the other side of the fence.
Such thinking, if not dealt with directly, can lead Dad to feel sorry for himself—and eventually an affair. The
family is shattered unless forgiveness
and reconciliation can be found.
Fifth, all that has been said so far
shows Dad that he needs to guard his
heart (Prov. 4:23). As a follower of
Christ, you need to have a daily time
with the Lord when you can focus on
God’s Word. Take time to meditate on
and memorize verses that can be used
to thwart the temptation of evil
thoughts and attitudes, which can
lead to sinful behavior. First Peter 1:16
says, “Be ye holy; for I am holy.” Ephesians 6:10 advises, “Be strong in the
Lord, and in the power of his might.”
And II Timothy 2:22 urges, “Flee also
youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them
that call on the Lord out of a pure
heart.”
Dad, consider being part of a men’s
accountability group where you can
meet with other men to study God’s
Word and pray together. This will provide you the support and encouragement you need to keep being God’s
go-to guy.
Sixth, to keep being God’s go-to
guy, Dad, you must continually realize
that you are in a spiritual battle. The
evil one wants to cause you to stop
representing your Heavenly Father to
your family. The evil one wants to
cause your family to not respect and
honor each other. The evil one wants
to somehow bring division between
you, your wife, and your children. The
evil one would love to see you leave
your family for another woman.
Finally, all this is why you need to put
into your life, in the Holy Spirit’s power, the constant realization that you are
God’s go-to guy. Be a man of God’s
Word and a man of prayer, serving
your wife and children with joy,
demonstrating the Lord’s example of
true selfless leadership. God calls you
so that your family can truly glorify
Him. Go for it! ★

One Mother to Another
Teach as You Were Taught
BY

O me, “teach” is a magic word. I
taught in the public classroom for
twenty-eight years and enjoyed every
minute of every day. Now, having retired from that vocation and being too
old to return, I find that “teach” has become a question. I taught my students
basic grammar rules, but what did I
teach my own children?
The instructions given to Moses
centuries ago are the same ones we
are to follow today. God told parents
they are to teach their children the
commandments of God and to set examples by walking in them and living
in them day and night (Deut. 6:7).
My brain clicked on one of the main
lessons my mother had taught me and
one I had taught my children: “Never
fear. Always look up, for God is looking down. He sees you; He knows
what is in your heart; He knows what
you are thinking. You cannot hide from
Him” (cf. Ps. 139:1-7).
I remember quoting that message to
my oldest daughter every time she left
to join friends for a fun evening. She always waved her hand, yawned, and
said, “I know, Mother. I know. You’ve
told me a thousand times.”
Years later, one of my greatest blessings came to me during a weekend my
granddaughter Dee came to visit. As
she was leaving for a night of fun with
friends, I stepped out on the porch and
said, “Be nice, for God is looking down.
He sees you, and He knows—”
Dee clapped her hands over her
ears, groaned, and yelled, “Oh, Nana!
You sound just like Mom, and I hate
that!”
At that response, my heart swelled,
making “a joyful noise unto the Lord”
(Ps. 100:1). I felt myself before His
presence, singing with immeasurable
thankfulness and humility that my
daughter had not only listened to her
mother but also had taught her daughter what she had been taught.
After that incident, I could not help
myself; I had to ask my other two
daughters what they remembered
learning from their mother. The first response came from the daughter who
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is a recently retired special education
and music therapy teacher.
“Offhand,” she said, “I’d say I
learned to do what I do quietly and not
to complain about what others aren’t
doing. Another thing—as my students
were going out the door at the end of
every school day, I’d say what you always said to us: ‘Be sweet. Be nice. Be
kind. And tell your mother you love
her.’
“Not long ago, I had lunch with a former student. As he was leaving, he
said, ‘Be sweet. Be nice. Be kind. And
tell your mother you love her.’
“I wanted to sing and dance around
the table. He’d remembered what I
taught him—or what my mother
taught me.
“Another lesson I remember is your
saying, ‘If you can’t say it in front of your
mother, you shouldn’t be saying it.’”
One last statement my daughter
made rang in my ears, for I could hear
my own mother’s voice telling me the
same thing: “‘Know what you believe,’” she said. “And, Mother,” she
added, “that one reminder has taken
me through so many hardships.”
My youngest daughter, an elementary
teacher, responded, “The main thing I
remember—and a message I tried to
teach my children—is what you surely
told me a million times. It came from Isaiah 42:16. ‘I will lead them in paths that
they have not known: I will make darkness light before them, and crooked
things straight. These things will I do
unto them, and not forsake them.’”
She thought for a minute and then
added, “I know that God leads me,
lights my path, and blesses me in so
many ways that I will never forget that
lesson.”
Her comment led my brain into its
acronym orbit—a game I had played
with my children and with my classroom students as a means to help
them memorize vocabulary. An
acronym is a word or group of words
formed from the letters of a word. For
example, when my daughter quoted
the word “light” in the Scripture verse,
I immediately transformed those let-

ters into “Live In God’s Holy Teachings and never be in the dark.”
The more I considered the responses of my children, the more I thought
of my precious mother, who, were she
here today, would be one century old.
One of the last lessons I remember her
stressing throughout my childhood—
and one I taught my own flock—was a
verse from Psalm 145: “The Lord is
good to all: and his tender mercies are
over all his works” (vs. 9). Mother and
I taught that as “Because God is good,
there is good in everything. So always
look for the good.”
As teachers of the Word, we are to
teach what we were taught. That
thought evoked another acronym—a
message from the word “teach”: Tell
Everyone About Christian Hope.
My mind keeps cycling back to the
days of my childhood—days in which
my mother taught me to live in the
ways of the Lord. A major lesson
learned—one that even now as a senior citizen I struggle to follow—was not
to be a stumbling block to others.
The Scripture she set to song (her
version) is found in the words of the
Apostle Paul: “Do not be a stumbling
block, a stumbling block, a stumbling
block, for others round are wa-a-atching” (cf. I Cor. 8:9). She always ended her serenade with “Remember—
Jesus is the Rock, and He wants you
to be a rock, not a block!”
One of the hardest lessons I
learned—and I wish I could say I
learned it early, but it actually became
“a law” when I became a mother—
was/is to love others no matter what
they may say or do to you.
Several years ago, a former student,
then a police officer in a nearby town,
told me of a planned operation to arrest
several young people in my town who
were known to be on drugs. Foolishly, I
warned a family member whose son I
knew not to be one in danger but who
had friends who were. Though she
promised not to tell others, she did, and
the planned operation was canceled.
Several parents made accusations
(Continued on page 63)
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Family Life
Biblical Principles for Dealing with
Empty-Nest Syndrome
BY

OR years, followers of Jesus
Christ have used acronyms to
help them both understand and apply
Christian truths. The acronym
“BIBLE,” for instance, stands for Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth.
The acronym “GRACE” stands for
God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. The
acronym “ACTS” helps believers in
their prayer lives, standing for Adoration, Contrition, Thanksgiving, and
Supplication.
The topic of this Family Life article
focuses the reader on an important
acronym that does not refer to a biblical principle but does refer to a reality
of life. The acronym is “ENS,” and it
stands for Empty-Nest Syndrome.
“Empty Nest Syndrome refers to
feelings of depression, sadness,
and/or grief experienced by parents
and caregivers after children come of
age and leave their childhood homes.
This may occur when children go to
college or get married.
“Women are more likely than men to
be affected; often, when the nest is
emptying, mothers are going through
other significant life events as well,
such as menopause or caring for elderly parents. Yet this doesn’t mean
that men are completely immune to
Empty Nest Syndrome. Men can experience similar feelings of loss regarding the departure of their children” (“Empty Nest Syndrome,”
Psychology Today, www.psycholo
gytoday.com).
Some people deal with empty-nest
syndrome with humor. “You know you
are suffering from ‘Empty Nest Syndrome’ if . . .
• You called the power company
and asked them to check your meter because the hot-water bill has
been way too low.
• You suddenly realize that you no
longer need to include video late
fees as part of the monthly budget.
• They’ve been gone for three years
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and you still cook enough for your
husband to have seconds and
thirds . . . and fourths”
(www.skywriting.net).
Some nonbelievers struggle with
empty-nest syndrome by filtering the
reality of ENS through an evolutionary,
scientific worldview. Michael Shermer
is a defender of evolutionary theory
and a critic of all supernatural claims.
After Mr. Shermer’s daughter left for
college and he experienced ENS for
the first time, he wrote, “‘Why does it
hurt so bad? Science has an answer:
We are social mammals who experience deep attachment to our fellow
friends and family, an evolutionary
throwback to our Paleolithic huntergatherer days of living in small bands.’
“He concludes with words that can
hardly be described as sentimental.
‘Each of us parents makes one small
contribution to the evolutionary imperative of life’s continuity from one generation to the next,’ he suggests”
(“Evolution and the Empty Nest Syndrome,” The Christian Worldview,
www.thechristianworldview.com).
How sad and empty is this perspective!
The purpose of this article is to view
the reality of empty-nest syndrome
through the filter of a biblical worldview—which is the only collection of
beliefs about life and the universe that
offers eternal hope and salvation coupled with joy. Four ENS pitfalls, taken
from James Dobson’s book titled 30
Critical Problems (Nelson), will serve
as the outline for the remainder of this
article. Accompanying each pitfall will
be an attribute of our God that will help
the follower of Jesus Christ overcome
the pitfall.
ISOLATION AND OUR
RELATIONAL GOD
Everyone experiences isolation and
loneliness at some time. It is a common denominator in the equation of
life, and that denominator can become

intensified when husbands and wives
no longer have the presence of children in the home.
Loneliness has been called “the
most desolate word in the English language. And we all know why. Because
we’ve heard the painful creak of the
porch swing swaying crookedly with
one-sided weight. We’ve woken up
with the covers rumpled on just our
side of the bed. We’ve eaten dinners
for one at tables for two and stared at
phones far more conspicuous in silence than they ever were in raucous
ringing. We know how loneliness
feels” (Swindoll, You and Your Problems, Nelson).
Loneliness is something no one
likes to feel; so our natural response is
to run from it, avoid it, or deny it by filling our lives with a million distractions.
God, however, has provided a better
way for His followers to deal with the
isolation of loneliness.
Our God is a God of relationship.
The biblical principle of the Trinity is a
magnificent portrayal of how our God
exists in eternal relationship (cf. Matt.
28:19; II Cor. 13:14). The story of the
gospel is a marvelous revelation of
how our God desires people to have
an eternal relationship with Him
through faith (cf. I Cor. 15:1-4). When
the nest becomes empty, an intentional and renewed emphasis on relationship building between husband and
wife will help overcome the pitfall of
loneliness.
Some practical suggestions for
overcoming the pitfall of loneliness include the following.
Reconnect—Husbands and wives
should communicate on an intimate
and vulnerable level, sharing their important thoughts and feelings regularly.
Redefine—Husbands and wives
should redefine their marriage, realizing they have moved from a childrencentered relationship to a spousecentered relationship. A good way to

begin redefining the marriage is for
husbands and wives to reread their
wedding vows to one another.
Reinvest—Husbands and wives
should invest in their marriage relationship on a spiritual level. This investment should include times of mutual prayer and Bible reading.
INACTIVITY AND OUR INVOLVED
GOD
The presence of children and the
concept of activity are inseparable. A
family’s active and hectic schedule often revolves around activities related
to the children. No matter what ages
the children are, school, sports, and
church all combine to create a beehive
of activity that challenges the family’s
best scheduling skills.
When children are no longer at
home, though, many husbands and
wives experience a lull in activity levels that often transitions into extended
periods of inactivity. The couch, the recliner, and the television often replace
the concerts, the games, and the
youth groups. Inactivity often deteriorates into relational boredom, including bouts of depression and irritability,
and can be the forerunner of physical
problems such as weight gain and
high cholesterol.
Our God is an involved God. From
the Genesis account of Creation (cf.
chaps. 1—2) to the Revelation account of Jesus’ second coming and
the creation of a new heaven and a
new earth (cf. chaps. 21—22), biblical
revelation portrays God as actively involved in His creation.
Daniel 4:34-35 records that God’s
dominion “is an everlasting dominion,
and his kingdom is from generation to
generation: and all the inhabitants of
the earth are reputed as nothing: and
he doeth according to his will in the
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can
stay his hand, or say unto him, What
doest thou?”
When the children leave the nest,
husbands and wives should commit
themselves to communicating with
each other. This may seem like an elementary statement; however, men
and women are wired differently, making effective communication unattainable without the powerful presence of
God in their lives. As husbands and
wives make efforts to grow closer to
God each day through prayer and
meditation on God’s Word, they are
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empowered to draw closer to one another.
Effective communication involves
becoming close on spiritual, emotional, and intellectual levels through the
sharing of feelings, thoughts, and
emotions. For example, one of the
most important times for a husband to
communicate with his wife is as soon
as he gets home from work. If the husband acts on his natural inclination for
some alone time, it communicates to
his wife that he does not love her.
SELF-PITY AND OUR HUMBLE
GOD
Elisabeth Elliot stated, “Self-pity
. . . is a death that has no resurrection, a sink-hole from which no rescuing hand can drag you because
you have chosen to sink” (Facing the
Death of Someone You Love, Crossway). Self-pity is a paralyzing state of
self-absorption. When Christians indulge in self-pity, we want our
wounded egos massaged by others.
We long for attention, condolences,
and admiration for our unbearable
suffering based on our sacrifice and
our heroic efforts.
The Prophet Elijah demonstrated
paralyzing self-pity when he stated, “I
have been very jealous for the Lord
God of hosts: for the children of Israel
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown
down thine altars, and slain thy
prophets with the sword; and I, even I
only, am left; and they seek my life, to
take it away” (I Kings 19:10).
When children leave the nest, parents often give themselves over to
paralyzing self-pity, believing the lie
that their sacrificial, heroic parenting
ministry has been left unrewarded and
unfulfilled. Pride rules the roost, and
anger and hostility often follow. But
our God is a God of healing humility,
and He has promised to give grace to
the humble in heart (cf. I Pet. 5:5).
When the nest becomes empty, parents should strive to model the humility of Jesus Christ, who did not come
to be served but to serve (cf. Mark
10:45; Phil. 2:3). Husbands and wives
must commit themselves to serving
one another in all lowliness of mind,
but they must first be willing to put
aside all selfishness and submit in
obedience to God and His Word. Selfpity is smashed when spouses confess, embrace their Saviour’s sufferings, and recognize that in a fallen
world, no one is immune to pain and
disappointment.

DESPAIR AND OUR COVENANT
GOD
In some empty-nest situations,
spouses reach the point of despair
and simply want to give up on the marriage relationship. “While some marriages can deepen and flourish without the pressure and demands of
growing children, other marriages do
not survive the reality of too much togetherness.
“According to the Census (2002),
there is a peak in the divorce rate after 18 years of marriage. Many couples at this point report suffering from
marital burnout where there has been
an accumulation of too much pain and
too much unresolved conflict has built
up over the years” (“How to Prepare
for the Empty Nest,” www.newlife.
com).
If despair infiltrates a Christian marriage that is experiencing ENS, parents must remember that their God is
a covenant-keeping God. In other
words, God keeps His promises; He
does not give up on His people. God’s
intention from the very beginning of
creation was the salvation of His people, and His salvation has an eternal
nature (cf. Eph. 1:3-14; 3:11; II Tim.
1:9).
Husbands, love your wives. Wives,
love your husbands. Do not allow the
enemy of your souls to destroy the
holy unity that God miraculously created when you became husband and
wife. The nest may be empty, but the
marriage can be full and fulfilling with
the Lord as its Head! ★

WISDOM IN MAKING CHOICES
(Continued from page 39)

“incline thine ear,” “apply thine heart,”
“criest,” “liftest up thy voice,” “seekest
her,” and “searchest for her as for hid
treasures” (Prov. 2:2-4).
In contrast, Solomon characterized
the person who is devoid of wisdom as
being simple, foolish, wicked, scornful, and lazy.
I would not suggest that you spend
Bible-reading time just in Proverbs,
since the whole of Scripture is valuable.
Jesus Himself said that He is “greater
than Solomon” (Luke 11:31). So be sure
to spend time in the entire Bible.
Perhaps, like Solomon, you will look
back on your life and see how you used
wisdom in your choices. ★
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Fowl Living! Four Living Styles That Are for the Birds
BY

OU do not have to be an avid birdwatcher to spot these birds I will
call the mallard, quail, parrot, and ostrich. These four birds display unhealthy patterns of living among family and friends.

Y

MALLARD: RESTLESS
I have observed mallards swimming
at our local lakes or in flight over my
home. They appear content—for a
moment.
A mallard may swim happily in the
lake for a while. Then he lets his nomadic habits take over. He is pulled by
a migratory urge for different surroundings, flitting from one lake or marsh to
another. The mallard is a surface-feeding duck, obtaining its food by dabbling in the water rather than diving.
The mallard Christian may hang
around a congregation for several
months or a few years. But as soon as
the feeling of dissatisfaction takes
over, he is gone. He may leave with
loud quacking or without a sound. Either way, he is on the lookout for a different church, hoping things are better
somewhere else.
The mallard Christian has reasons
for his church flights. Perhaps it was
the length of the sermons or services,
or maybe it was the music. Someone
could have said something he did not
agree with that set him into flight. The
church board could have made a decision he did not like, so off he flew.
QUAIL: COMPLAINS OF
HARDSHIP
The quail is a ruddy, smaller-sized
bird, often seen in farm areas. She has
a blustery flight and a loud, shrill call.
Also known as a bobwhite, she calls
with a clear whistle, “Poor Bobwhite.”
The quail Christian tends to be
melancholy and rarely shows gratefulness. With an unhealthy pattern of
complaining, she is quick to inform
you of her latest aches and pains. Her
family members do not visit her. She
was passed over for a promotion, or
she is not happy with her coworker.
She likes to sit helplessly on her perch
and vie for your time and sympathy.
It is best to stay clear of a flock of
quail Christians. When these likeminded birds get together, they try to
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outdo each other with tales of life’s
disappointments and woes.
PARROT: MIMICS LATEST FADS
When I lived in Brazil, I had an Amazon parrot. Selva, as I had named her,
had brightly colored feathers with a
matching personality. Raised from the
time she was a baby, she had learned
to talk and sing and was quite sociable.
Selva was very aware of the neighbor’s large macaw, often keeping her
distance. Sometimes she would preen
herself, dropping old plumage. At
times, Selva sat quietly. When she desired to be noticed, however, Selva
was determined to be the center of attention.
A parrot Christian rarely likes to hide
or be overlooked. This bird can be
heard and seen more easily than others because of its showy actions and
lifestyle.
Parrot Christians may buy a lot of
things because they think they deserve them. They want to enjoy life
now and do not worry about paying
the bills later. In an effort to keep up
with the Jones Jaybirds, parrot Christians often dig themselves into a deep
hole of debt. They must buy particular
brands to appear successful. They
need to have the latest available gadgets. And their nests, or homes, must
be the best around, although they cannot truly afford them.
OSTRICH: IGNORES IMPORTANT
ISSUES
The ostrich is the world’s largest
bird. Although it cannot fly, it can run
quickly with its long legs. With its
quick pace, the ostrich can easily escape its enemies.
You may know an ostrich Christian.
Because of his high stature or position
(as he perceives it), when faced with
potential conflict, the ostrich Christian
ignores relevant issues. He hopes unpleasant situations will change or go
away. He believes talking about it will
not help. He may even try running
away. Ostriches have been recorded
running at forty miles per hour.
For whatever reason, the ostrich
would rather escape potential conflict
than face it. He has a shortsighted
mentality. By the time the ostrich ad-

mits to the situation, it may be too late
to avoid the detrimental consequences.
Do you recognize any of these birds’
negative living styles in others? If you
do, know that God desires that we live
in harmony with the other birds in the
flock. It may not be easy at times.
Do you happen to notice any unhealthy patterns in your own life? God
intends for Christians to live useful,
productive lives. When we identify and
acknowledge negative patterns, it is
easier to change them.
With God’s help, Christians can
change their conduct, improving relationships and living conditions around
them. Old patterns will be replaced by
new and healthy ones.
Mallard: Instead of going with the
migratory urge, the mallard Christian
can get to know other churchgoers
better. It is important to find a place of
worship that teaches the Word of God.
He can look for opportunities to participate in activities and ministry. He
can use the gifts and abilities God has
entrusted to him to benefit the church.
Psalm 122:1 says, “I was glad when
they said unto me, Let us go into the
house of the Lord.”
Quail: Rather than complain, the
quail Christian can thank God for daily blessings. Fretting and griping are
not productive. She can “trust in the
Lord, and do good” (Ps. 37:3) and feed
on God’s faithfulness. The quail can
cast her cares upon God (I Pet. 5:7)
and look for ways to help others.
Parrot: It is OK to like and have nice
things—within reason. Life consists of
more than what a person owns. The
parrot Christian needs to be reminded
that outside appearances can be deceiving. “For man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh on the heart” (I Sam. 16:7). Paul
reminded believers to walk honestly
and not to envy others (Rom. 13:13).
Ostrich: The ostrich Christian
should participate in meaningful and
emotionally healthy relationships. He
should share his thoughts and desires,
resulting in more honest communication. He will then be more willing to
face and discuss important issues,
finding workable answers and solutions. ★

Hezekiah—A Faithful King
BY

EZEKIAH was such a great reformer and lover of God and the
Scriptures that the rabbis said, “The
Holy One, blessed be he, wanted to
make Hezekiah the Messiah and Sennacherib Gog and Magog, but his
generation was unworthy” (Rosenberg, Isaiah, Judaica Press). His father, Ahaz, was a terrible king who refused to believe the Prophet Isaiah.
He trusted a military alliance with Assyria instead of the promise of God
(II Chron. 28:16; Isa. 7:1-14). There
could hardly be a greater contrast between father and son than Ahaz and
Hezekiah.
At the very beginning of his reign—
as soon as he was in office—Hezekiah undid one of the monstrosities of
his father. Hezekiah “opened the
doors of the house of the Lord”
(II Chron. 29:3), the temple in
Jerusalem. His father, Ahaz, had taken
away all the temple vessels, installed
an altar to the gods of Damascus, and
defiled the temple (28:22-24).
Hezekiah shamed the Levites and
priests, who had allowed a wicked
king to pull the whole nation down.
He challenged them to quickly repair
and rededicate the temple, no doubt
purifying its defiled stones with the
water of purification (cf. Num. 19:9).
Starting in the first month and first
day of the year, Nisan 1, it took them
eight days to purify the courts up to
the temple porch and another eight to
purify the inside of the temple. They
were too late to celebrate Passover,
since the lambs were to be slaughtered on the afternoon of the fourteenth of Nisan.
So great was Hezekiah’s zeal for
the Lord and His festivals that he held
a second-month Passover. According to Numbers 9:6-13, this was the
correct procedure when, for reasons
of impurity, Passover could not be
celebrated in the first month. At his
great Passover, Hezekiah invited not
only all Judah but also people from
the area of the northern kingdom of
Israel (which had been destroyed by
Assyria about seven years earlier
[II Kings 18:10]). Many of the Israelites who came did not purify

H

FALL QUARTER 2013

DEREK LEMAN

themselves according to the Torah
(cf. II Chron. 30:18). Yet Hezekiah determined that worshipping God while
seeking a revival of faith was more
important than the purity laws. He
asked God to forgive those who kept
Passover without properly purifying
(vss. 18-20).
Hezekiah’s great Passover festival
was a true revival, with large crowds
and numerous sacrifices to God. At
the end of the seven days, the people
were so excited about the return of the
king and the nation to God that they
asked to keep the festival for seven
more days (II Chron. 30:23). Many
priests and Levites who had been far
from the Lord during the reign of Ahaz
repented and came back into God’s
service (29:12-15). This was the greatest public festival since the days of
Solomon (30:26).
Not only did Hezekiah begin his reign
with a great Passover feast, calling the
people back to the worship of the Lord,
but he also restored the musicians,
choirs, and musical service of God
(II Chron. 29:25-30). King David had organized the Levites into groups of musicians, psalmists, and choirs when he
brought the ark to Jerusalem (for they
would no longer need to be carriers of
the tabernacle as prescribed in the
book of Numbers [cf. I Chron. 25]).
Hezekiah also reinstituted the tithes,
firstfruits, offerings, and priestly dues
from the sacrifices as the Torah of God
commanded (II Chron. 31:3). Money
and resources were to flow to the temple, be redistributed to the priests and
Levites, and be shared with the needy
and defenseless as God had commanded (Deut. 14:22-29).
Hezekiah loved the Torah and the
celebrations, the shared resources,
and the communal feasting. He commanded their conscientious observance as no king had since the days
of Solomon. He made Jerusalem almost as it would be in the future days
of Messiah. Like his father David, he
recognized that singing psalms,
gathering for worship, and having
zeal for God encompassed the great
hope of the nation. He was a worshipping king and one of the few who
studied Torah as kings were com-

manded to do: “And it shall be, when
he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of
this law in a book out of that which is
before the priests the Levites” (Deut.
17:18).
The reign of Hezekiah shows us how
greatly God values the gathering of His
people into community, as well as the
enjoyment of musical worship and the
challenge to the people to always be
growing in faith and knowledge. Every
church is different, and some place a
high value on the excellence of the
music and the emotion of the worship.
Hezekiah’s belief about this was
formed from his faithfulness to the vision of David, who was inspired by
God to gather psalms, form choirs,
and beautify the public service.
The quality of a church’s music and
the life of its worship depend on both
the leadership and the membership. In
some churches, the worship would be
improved if more people participated.
Those without musical talents can participate by serving in other ways, including setting up, giving at least a
tithe to the church, encouraging people to attend, and encouraging those
who lead in public worship.
The spirituality of Hezekiah and the
revival he led can be studied by anyone who will make it a practice to read
the book of Psalms regularly. Also,
I and II Chronicles tell the story of Israel’s history with an emphasis on
public worship. If more church members understood the emotional and
wisdom aspects of music, poetry, and
worship, the quality of a church’s service would improve.
The gathering of saints for worship
is in our time, as it was in the temple,
an offering of thanksgiving and love to
God. The congregation as a whole is
the choir, and God is the audience.
God desires to see His people giving
worship and being changed themselves by participating in the higher
thoughts and truths that only Scripture and music can combine to convey. One of the most Messiah-like
kings of history, who had a close relationship with Isaiah the prophet,
teaches us to value public worship
more. Our hearts will be revived if we
commit as Hezekiah did. ★
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“To God Be the Glory”
BY

LOVE to sing the old hymns. Some
of the newer songs and choruses
are very good. But somehow, the
hymns that I learned long ago when I
first knew the Lord Jesus as both Saviour and Lord still bless me, thrill me,
encourage me, and teach me. I have
CDs with the old hymns on them, and
I just hope those CDs will not wear
out.
“To God Be the Glory” is near the
top of my list of favorite hymns! I do
not hear it often in today’s worship
services; yet every time I sing it, the
words and music always draw me
close to my Saviour!
This great hymn was written by
Fanny Crosby sometime before 1875.
Although she was blinded by an illness as an infant, she had more insight and understanding regarding
God’s place in our lives than most
people have.
She wrote poetry as a child, attended the New York Institution for the
Blind at age fifteen, published a book
of poetry at age twenty-four, and was
a teacher and a hymnist. It is estimated that she wrote more than nine thousand hymns in her lifetime!
In the hymnbook we use during the
services at our church, there are fifteen
of her hymns—almost more than any
other writer. That reveals something
about her works that reach the heart
and meet our needs. She consistently
gave God all the glory for the things He
did in her life.
It is human nature to put self first
and take the glory for accomplishments. When someone admires a new
dress I am wearing, I take credit for
what should go to my husband, because he pays the bills. And the
biggest thank You goes to the Lord
who meets our needs, allowing me to
buy some new clothes.
Sometimes people praise me for
one of the books I had published or for
an article in print that I wrote. I thank
them, but I always try to cautiously use
the correct words as I answer to be
sure they understand I can write only
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with the Holy Spirit’s guidance. I really
do appreciate the words of “To God Be
the Glory,” for they bring me back to
my senses and guide me in proper
praise!
This hymn is not a ditty, a short chorus, or a song with senseless repetition. It is a profound piece of literature
with precious words that live on in our
services and memories.
The music of the hymn “To God Be
the Glory” was written by W. H. Doane
(praise God—it fits so well with the
words!). Doane was a successful businessman as president of a woodworking company. He was also a dedicated Christian, serving as choir director
and Sunday school superintendent at
a church in Ohio. He headed the Ohio
Baptist Convention Ministers Aid Society.
Praise the Lord, Doane was also a
gifted musician! He produced over
two thousand hymns and edited fortythree collections of hymns. The music
for several of Fanny Crosby’s hymns
was written by Doane.
“To God Be the Glory” first appeared in a book titled Brightest and
Best. Many of the songs in that
hymnbook became famous, but “To
God Be the Glory” had its ups and
downs in history. It was popular at
first, and it was enjoyed for a while;
then it was forgotten for a few years,
used again for a decade, and forgotten again. Sometimes it was included
in hymnbooks, but often it was excluded.
The hymn would find popularity
thanks to evangelist Ira Sankey, who
included it in a hymnbook and took it
to England. Even though the song was
not popular in America, it was included in several hymnbooks in England.
Later, Cliff Barrows, song leader for
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, began using “To God Be the
Glory” during their crusades in England in 1954. They were impressed by
its music and words of praise. They
sang it every night, with enthusiastic
response from the crowds.

When Graham’s crusade came
back to America, Barrows included
“To God Be the Glory” in his songbooks. People loved the song, and it
became a favorite to be sung at Graham’s crusades from then on. Because of this, we can find “To God Be
the Glory” in many hymnals today. I am
thrilled to find it in the churches we
have served in. The message of its
words should be kept fresh in our
hearts and minds.
Sometimes someone exclaims, “I
could write a hymn like that!” But
could he? I do not think so. It is not
easy. People today write choruses
that are sung once or twice and forgotten. Fanny Crosby’s hymns are still
in our hymnbooks and still sung today!
The words of the hymn are a real
blessing. Take time to spend a few
minutes reading or singing at home
the words of the hymn that so many
enjoy.
To God be the glory,
Great things He hath done,
So loved He the world
That He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an
Atonement for Sin,
And opened the life gate that
All may go in.

The chorus pops into my mind often.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord.
Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
Let the people rejoice!
O Come to the Father through
Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory,
Great things He hath done.

Most people love to sing the hymns
of the faith. Little ditties are often forgotten, but the hymns like “To God Be
the Glory” go on through the generations.
To me, the words of this hymn are
important as a message for those who
often forget to give the glory where it
is due. Our selfish personalities love
honor, but it belongs to God. This
hymn puts my priorities in the proper
place! And my prayer is that I will always strive to give God the glory! ★

On Being a Church Family
BY

OUR family has a special way of
doing things, such as the kinds of
food you eat, your birthday and holiday traditions, and the types of vacations you like to take. The choices you
make and the way you implement
them make your family unique, different from any other family.
Church families are like that as well.
They have holiday traditions, particular hymns they use most often, and
methods for tending to the sick,
needy, and lost. Every church family is
unique, different from any church family anywhere else.
Because our Creator God made us
in His image (Gen. 1:27), it is a built-in
assumption that we are to be creative,
as He is. Our creativity should always
glorify Him (I Cor. 10:31). And what
better place to utilize that God-given
ability than within the life of a church
family?
Perhaps you have not given it much
thought because there were patterns
in place already when you began attending your church. You take a pie to
the Thanksgiving fellowship, sign up
to take refreshments to Vacation Bible
School in August, take your board
games to the First Night party, and so
much more.
How did those events come to be?
Why is VBS in August? Why does the
First Night game time end at 8:00 P.M.,
not midnight?
There are many such questions we
pondered at length when, as home
missionaries, my husband and I began
the process of establishing a local
church. A baby church has no traditions, no old-timers to welcome the
newbies, and no ideas or schedules
from the past to rely on. Everyone is
new, everything is new, and nothing
has been done before. The term
“blank slate” is apt.
It seemed to us there needed to be
an established purpose and parameters, for a church is not a social club
but a group of believers in Jesus Christ
called out for His glory. There is plenty of socializing within a church family,
however—not to its own end but for
the glorifying of God.
The Apostle Paul emphasized the
importance of edifying in Ephesians 4.
Many additional verbs in God’s Word
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indicate actions in which we are to engage: singing, obeying, asking, admonishing, submitting, teaching,
speaking, seeking, walking, knocking,
growing, praying, and so on.
In Ephesians 5:17-21 he writes,
“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is.
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is
excess; but be filled with the Spirit;
speaking to yourselves in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the
Lord; giving thanks always for all things
unto God and the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ; submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of
God.”
In addition to formally planned
classes and services, what avenues
are there for maximizing all those
verbs that God commands us to be
doing?
A church’s family life can be creative
and positive, utilizing a variety of
events to advance God’s cause
among its people and others—each
one of whom is different and special in
his interests, needs, and abilities.
For example, it is customary that
churches give small gifts to fathers and
mothers on Father’s Day and Mother’s
Day. Why not provide extra gifts with
thoughtful messages attached so that
they can be given to fathers and mothers whom people in the church family
are endeavoring to win to Christ or
back to walking with Him?
Perhaps the typical women’s event
in May can be held in early December
instead and used to reach women and
girls when they are often more open to
the message of Jesus Christ. We do
this and have found it to be a fabulous
opportunity.
Thinking of Christmas, why has it
become so common to include
everything except the story of
Christ’s advent in church Christmas
programs? Last year a woman who
had been saved out of atheism for
twelve years and had attended
church Christmas programs every
year since her salvation told us our
program was the first she had been to
that included the Bethlehem story!
How can that be?
When people’s hearts are tender

and thoughtful, it is a shame not to
avail ourselves of that fact. And what
a fabulous opportunity it is to create
memories and values in our children,
impressing upon them in a joyous way
that God can use them as missionaries to spread His message! In our experience, by midsummer the children
begin asking what part they get to play
and often state their preferences, indicating lots of anticipation for a good
time still a half year away.
That brings up another thing. Nobody on earth should be enjoying life
more than God’s children. Honestly! We
are saved and on our way to heaven!
The world tries to portray us as dour
and dull, which should be the furthest
thing from the truth. So while we enjoy
the boys and girls in our church family
for a limited time, church events should
support the joy of being a believer in
Jesus Christ and having a personal relationship with God so that they go on
to adulthood with good memories of
serving others and being loved and encouraged by God’s people.
Many churches have a men’s breakfast event monthly. Why not include
the boys of the church? Developing
friendships across generations is not
usual, but it can be very valuable longterm. Everyone benefits.
Several times a year we have a
game night for the whole church family. We enjoy prayer and food together.
Grandmothers try to defeat each other in games, grandfathers play games
with kids, and there are always visitors
who see Christians enjoying fellowship with each other and their Lord.
The only “rule” is that the pastor gets
to win—a joke yielding happy groans
and rolled eyes.
It is great to be a Christian! We have
formal times of worship and respectful
orderliness that are very important and
provide crucial elements of glorifying
God. But we also can be glorifying Him
in everything else.
Get the men and boys out on a hike
with their tents, Bibles, and fishing
poles. Hold workshops where women
teach other women and girls skills for
serving the Lord and others. Ideas are
limitless.
Let your church family’s life reflect
the joy of life in Christ! ★
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Illinois Road Trip
BY

JUDY CARLSEN
114th Illinois infantry reenactment

O matter what the season, it is always a good time to take a road
trip in Illinois. You might be surprised
by what you find. Sometimes we live
near historic places and do not realize
their significance to American and
world history.
We begin our travel in the northwest
corner of the state, in the rolling hills
around the town of Galena. Just south
of town is a ski resort, Chestnut Mountain. Galena is a picturesque small
town featuring antique and gift shops.
Home to Ulysses S. Grant, eighteenth
US president, Galena has the Grant
home and also a museum about the
famous Civil War general. Amazingly,
Galena produced nine Civil War generals. DeSoto House, a hotel built in
the 1850s, still thrives today and features a restaurant called The Generals.
As we travel east from Galena on
U. S. Grant Memorial Highway (Route
20), we see a wooden tower. At one
hundred feet tall, this wooden structure gives us the opportunity to see for
miles—if we are willing to climb all
those stairs!
A bit over an hour east of Galena is
Freeport—another town rich in history.
It was the setting for the second Lincoln-Douglas debate, when these two
famous opponents ran against each
other for the US Senate. To commemorate this event, there is a life-size statue of Lincoln in a small downtown park.
Freeport also boasts an art museum
and Krape Park, which has an oldfashioned carousel, trails, a waterfall,
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paddleboats, and miniature golf.
Leaving Freeport, we take Illinois 26
south to Dixon. It is only a fifty-minute
ride to see the boyhood home of our
fortieth president, Ronald Reagan.
Dixon also hosts an annual petunia
festival at the end of June.
We can step back in time a bit more
by driving about thirty-five minutes
southwest to Tampico, birthplace of
President Reagan. This little town is
quite proud of their favorite son.
Traveling south forty-five minutes,
we arrive at Princeton. Patterned after
Princeton, New Jersey, this town of
seventy thousand looks eastern, with
restored Victorian homes and many
brick streets. North of town is a red
covered bridge—one of few in Illinois
that one can still drive through in a car.
Princeton also has a Lincoln connection. Owen Lovejoy, a strong antislavery figure in the mid-1800s, built a
large home that came to be part of the
Underground Railroad, by which
slaves escaped their captivity. Mr.
Lovejoy was a guest of President Lincoln at the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation.
About seventy-five to ninety minutes
south is Eureka, where Eureka College
highlights its most famous graduate—
Ronald Reagan. The Reagan Museum
houses the largest memorabilia collection concerning the former president
outside of the official Reagan Presidential Museum in Simi Valley, California, northwest of Los Angeles.
From Eureka it is about one and a

half hours south to New Salem. Perhaps that town name does not sound
familiar, but New Salem plays an important part in the Abraham Lincoln
story. When Abe was a young man of
twenty-two, he was working on a flatboat that was sailing down the Sangamon River on the way to New Orleans
when it got caught on a milldam. Lincoln’s quick thinking saved the day
and freed the boat. The townspeople
were impressed by the lanky young
man and invited him to live and work
there. He became a shopkeeper and
studied law. Abe always had a funny
story to tell his neighbors and became
known for his speaking skills.
After we drive the thirty minutes or
so southeast to Springfield, we find
out much more about this famed US
president. Lincoln’s home—the only
one he ever owned—is an interesting
place to tour. He and his wife, Mary,
raised their children there. The living
room is the place where the Republican leaders who had come down from
Chicago asked Abe to run for president. It was a daring move, since Lincoln had been unsuccessful in several
elections. Surely this man could not
win the most important office of all!
Other Lincoln landmarks include his
law office and the church his family attended. Springfield is the capital of Illinois, and as we approach the capitol
building a huge statue of Lincoln welcomes us. It portrays the newly elected president in 1861 as he prepared to
leave Illinois and travel by train to
Washington, D.C. His farewell address
is written at the base of the statue.
The Springfield railroad station
played an important part in Lincoln’s
life. Not only did he and his family
leave town from this station to move to
Washington, but they also returned
about four and a half years later to that
very same station. This time, however,
it was a time of deep mourning, because the train carried the body of Mr.
Lincoln after his assassination. A special train traveled from Washington
back to Springfield, with thousands of
mourners lining the railroad tracks all
along the way. People paid their respects to this humble man who had
given himself fully to reuniting the United States and freeing the slaves.
Lincoln and his family are buried in
Oak Ridge Cemetery in a large white
marble tomb. During the summer
months on Tuesday evenings, members of the 114th Illinois infantry reenact a flag-lowering ceremony as it

would have been done in Lincoln’s
time. It is a moving sight, giving viewers a lump in their throats.
One last but very important stop in
Springfield is the Lincoln Presidential
Museum. It is a great way to get a crash
course on the life of our sixteenth president. After his humble beginnings in
Kentucky and his life as a young boy in
southern Indiana, Lincoln’s family
made their home in Illinois.
There are life-sized figures of Abe,
Mary, and their sons welcoming us as
we enter the impressive rotunda of the
museum. Behind them is a partial entrance to the “White House.”
It is interesting to see a mock-up of
Ford’s Theater, where Mr. Lincoln was
assassinated by John Wilkes Booth.
Interestingly, the president had invited
General U.S. Grant and his wife to attend the theater with them that
evening to celebrate the Civil War’s
end. However, the Grants begged off,
wanting to travel to New York to see
their children. Only the Lord knows
how history might have been different
if the Grants had also been in that
presidential box!
Especially moving for me was entering the museum room where the
viewing of Lincoln’s body in his casket
is depicted. The death of this president points out how no one knows
how many days he has on this earth.
Our times are in God’s hands.
If time permits, you can drive a couple hours to the southwest, almost to
Saint Louis, to visit Cahokia Mounds.
This ancient Native American area was
once the largest city north of Mexico. It
features a one-hundred-foot mound—
the largest north of Mexico. There is a
fascinating museum in which to learn
about this Native American culture.
The drive north from Springfield to
Chicago takes about three and a half
hours. Chicago, nicknamed the Windy
City, is the third largest city in the United States, after New York City and Los
Angeles. It is a sprawling metropolitan
area that includes dozens of suburbs.
The city itself is bordered on the east
by Lake Michigan, one of the five
Great Lakes. So Chicago has some really good beaches. It is not unusual to
see many joggers and bicyclists enjoying the lakefront for their activities
in any weather.
Chicago has many sights for the visitor to see. There are a host of museums—most with free days once or
twice a month. There are also two
zoos: Lincoln Park Zoo (free), and the
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larger Brookfield Zoo, in the western
suburb of Brookfield.
Botanical gardens and conservatories bring exotic flowers to the city.
Parks such as Millennium Park and
Grant Park provide venues for relaxation and music. Also, right on the
lakefront, Buckingham Fountain is a
landmark not to be missed. At night,
the fountain waters are lighted up with
beautiful colors to enjoy.
Another type of park, Wrigley Field,
is home to the Chicago Cubs baseball
team. This park is the second oldest
baseball stadium in the United States.
Navy Pier is a renovated ship area
now featuring a giant Ferris wheel, a
children’s museum, a stained glass
museum, restaurants, and architectural boat trips up the Chicago River. The
boat trip is a great way to learn about
the city and keep cool on a hot, humid
summer day. By the way, the Ferris
wheel brings to mind the famed Chicago World’s Fair of 1893, at which the
Ferris wheel was first introduced.
North Michigan Avenue, also called
the Magnificent Mile, lays claim to
many expensive stores. For those of
more modest means, there are still two
sites of particular interest. The Water
Tower is one of the few buildings that
survived the Great Chicago Fire in
1871. And the John Hancock Building,
towering one hundred stories high,
has a museum on its top floor, the observatory. Through a self-guided audio
tour, you can learn much about Chicago’s history. You can also see the city
from up there—a God’s-eye view of
millions who need Him.
With all the museums to visit, how

should a person choose? I have three
favorites to share. First is the Museum
of Science and Industry, on the south
side in the Hyde Park area, not far from
President Barack Obama’s former
house. Not to be missed there are a
German submarine captured in World
War II, the Coal Mine, Yesterday’s Main
Street, and exhibits about the human
body. At Christmastime, Christmas
Around the World features about forty
trees decorated by ethnic groups.
Less than two miles away is the little-known Oriental Institute, part of the
University of Chicago. It has an amazing collection of the art and archaeology of the ancient Near East. This treasured collection reinforces how God’s
hand has been working for thousands
of years in this vital area of the world.
On the Near North Side, the Chicago History Museum provides great
history lessons, including that of the
World’s Fair in the 1890s.
Right across the street is the historic
Moody Church, founded by the evangelist Dwight L. Moody. Less than a
mile south is Moody Bible Institute,
founded in 1886. Tours are available
Monday through Friday from 11:00
A.M. to 2:00 P.M. They start at the D. L.
Moody Museum on the first floor of
Smith Hall. This forty-five-minute
walking tour includes the WMBI radio
station. Or you can do your own tour
with an MP3 player and a map.
Further south is another historic
Christian institution—the Pacific Garden Mission. Founded in 1877, this
mission reaches out to homeless and
hurting people who would otherwise be
(Continued on page 61)

View from the top of the John Hancock Building
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God Is Love
BY

N attribute is an inherent characteristic or quality of a person. It is
what defines who he is and what he
does. We may sometimes identify a
person by an attribute and say something like “He is an honest man,” identifying him with his attribute of being
honest.
A person may try to live a life that is
wholly faithful to all the attributes of
godly character, but in his own power,
he will fail every time. Jesus told us in
Luke 16:15, “Ye are they which justify
yourselves before men; but God
knoweth your hearts: for that which is
highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God.”
Only God lives in perfect harmony
with perfection. He is the rule and
standard of all attributes, and He exercises them without fault.
One of God’s attributes is love, and
in my thinking, it is the rock upon
which all His other attributes depend.
We know that God is all-wise, nothing
is hidden from His understanding, and
that He is able to build worlds and create universes. But just the cold facts of
such wisdom and power would be ineffective without love to put it all together for man’s healing.
Love is the foundation of all that
makes God who He is—God. “He that
loveth not knoweth not God; for God
is love” (I John 4:8). Notice that the
Bible tells us that “God is love.” Everyone has felt the warm feeling of love at
some time in his life and experienced
its power and the emotions that give
man purpose in gentleness toward
others. We have heard others say, “I
love him/her,” and perhaps we too
have had such an experience and confession. To express love is truly a
blessing that all should enjoy! But let
us look again at I John 4:8 and see exactly what the Bible is telling us. “God
is love” does not say “God loves” but
“God is love.” In other words, that is
who He is, not just what He does. It is
the same as saying, “We are human.”
We are not just any animal; our identity is human. Being human, we do not
live in the ocean as fish or fly as birds;
we show our identity as human.
Everything about God is love, and
He cannot deny His identity in all
things. The most powerful statement
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is made in John 3:16: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”
The Greek word that identifies this
love is agape-, which is an objective
love—a love that puts the interests of
others before one’s own. This love is
unique in that it is a love that is impossible to exercise without the
heart of God as the motivating force.
It is seen in contrast to human love,
in which we love for personal pleasure.
Without this great love of God, we
would never know His power of redemption because we could never
find salvation without it. “But God
commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us” (Rom. 5:8).
Christ did not love us because we
were good. Rather, He knew our helplessness and need and acted out His
great love to bring healing to our souls
and peace with God. If God were not
love, we would die without hope and
be lost forever.
When a person becomes a new creation, he also experiences a change in
character. God’s love becomes the focus of his life from that point on. The
Apostle Paul wrote in II Corinthians
5:17, “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are
become new.” The Christian, being in
Christ, has a new attitude of love and
focus of life from the heart of God,
whose love for the lost is His goal for
all of humanity. “The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repentance” (II Pet. 3:9).
Being in Christ means being in harmony with His will and His ministry of
loving the lost and reaching out to
them with the message of God’s unfailing love. In this relationship, Jesus
is our new motivation. He leads us in
a new direction. Now that we are in
agreement with Christ, the healing of
the nations is our top priority. “Let
him know, that he which converteth
the sinner from the error of his way

shall save a soul from death, and
shall hide a multitude of sins” (Jas.
5:20).
The Christian must be known by the
new direction of his life. He is no
longer steeped in selfish, personal desires but is committed to bear the burden of love for all people and reach
them for Christ. This can be accomplished only by God’s love living in the
heart of His servant. “If a man say, I
love God, and hateth his brother, he is
a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he
love God whom he hath not seen?”
(I John 4:20).
The standard of measurement of a
yard in the United States is kept at the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology. All measurements of a
yard must conform to this standard.
Christ is our standard of love because
He is love. Anything that does not conform to His love does not meet the
standard for love but falls short of His
glory.
I Corinthians 13 contains the perfect description of love: “[Love] suffereth long, and is kind; [love] envieth
not; [love] vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not
easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth; beareth all things, believeth
all things, hopeth all things, endureth
all things. [Love] never faileth” (vss.
4-8a).
God’s standards are perfect and not
subject to change—sin will always be
sin, and God’s love will always be true
to His nature. God has called us to be
witnesses of His love to the souls of
our generation and to reach them by
the power of His love, not the mechanics of the world. Jesus said, “I am
the vine, ye are the branches: He that
abideth in me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth much fruit: for without
me ye can do nothing” (John 15:5).
We are to bear witness to the burden of God’s love for a lost world. In
order to meet the challenge of this
task, we must come to the source of
this burden—the love of God. Remember that Jesus said, “Without me
ye can do nothing” (John 15:5). Just let
go, and let God’s love in. ★

Are You a Witness or a Watcher?
BY

OD has only one agenda—to build
His church. He enlists all to serve
to that end.
Some may feel that others are better equipped to serve God in public
witness and hence content themselves in just watching others in their
labors for Christ. In I Corinthians 12,
the Apostle Paul dealt with this issue, explaining in detail that all have
an assignment in the life of the
church and all are equally important
to the growth and ministry of the
church.
Jesus told the disciples that they
should pray “the Lord of the harvest,
that he will send forth labourers into
his harvest” (Matt. 9:38). Even in our
current times, being a laborer still
means to work manually with an effort
to achieve a particular goal.
It seems that we often confuse the
harvest with a spectator sport and just
sit on the sidelines, cheering those
who bring in the fruits of labor. We can
see this somewhat in the work of today’s church when the goal is numbers to fill seats, not laborers for the
harvest.
Jesus told us that we do not select
the workers; He does! Our responsibility is to seek God’s choice of such
workers.
However, sometimes we may be
confused with busyness and not efficiency. We may look at what appears
to be someone working, but in reality
he is just stirring up dust.
Could it be that the real workers
are those who quietly spend hours
on their knees in prayer? Or perhaps
it is those who spend hours folding
tracts or come to clean the church
so that it will be presentable for visitors to feel comfortable and open
their hearts to the gospel.
There are a number of folks who
just come along for the ride. When
Jesus spoke regarding commitment
a n d t r u s t , H e t o l d a b o u t t h re e
workers who were entrusted with a
certain amount of money to invest.
The first two returned with positive
results and were commended for
their faithfulness. However, the third
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man did nothing and gained nothing. Hear how this man was answered when he gave his excuse: “I
was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast
that is thine. His lord answered and
said unto him, Thou wicked and
slothful servant, thou knewest that I
reap where I sowed not, and gather
where I have not strawed” (Matt.
25:25-26).
We must take seriously our labors
for the Lord and keep in mind that
without the proper care for the harvest, the enemy will plant the seeds
of his choosing, and the body of
Christ will be hindered in its effectiveness. What kind of farmer only plants
seeds and does not continually work
at their growth by keeping the weeds
out and bringing fresh nourishment to
the soil?
Jesus warns us that the enemy is
not idle. If we sleep on our watch, Satan will make every effort to hinder
the harvest. Jesus gave a warning regarding our watching over the harvest in Matthew 13:25-26. “While
men slept, his enemy came and
sowed tares (weeds) among the
wheat, and went his way. But when
the blade was sprung up, and
brought forth fruit, then appeared the
tares also.” When the servants asked
whether they should pull up the false
wheat, the answer was “Let both
grow together until the harvest: and
in the time of harvest I will say to the
reapers, Gather ye together first the
tares, and bind them in bundles to
burn them: but gather the wheat into
my barn” (vs. 30).
Weeds are not just unproductive
to the harvest; they also take the nutrients away from the good fruit. We
can see this in the work of the church
when those who do nothing also
take away from those who are faithful to the work. They fail to see that
the work of the church involves
everyone working in harmony to
bring the harvest.
I have found that one of the greatest tools in the growth of the church
is the new Christian. He has not been

tainted by the spectators but has
been moved by the zeal of the faithful to work to the success of the harvest of souls. He is always looking
for opportunities to serve and tell
others about His new faith in the living Lord. But, alas, there are always
those old, seasoned veterans who
watch—and maybe even feel their
own shortsightedness—and wait for
the new Christian to fall into their
spirit of laziness. They are often
heard to remark, “It will not last. He
will soon lose this excitement and
settle down.”
The church will never grow by doing
nothing. It takes teamwork to pull the
weeds from the pews and make room
for the fresh harvest of souls. One
thought we should never forget is that
if this generation should fail to properly prepare the next, there will be no
witnesses around to labor for the
cause of Christ’s love and the calling
of sinners to repentance.
Many are procrastinators and believe that there will always be another day. Why rush into something?
However, Jesus warned us that there
is only so much time to get the work
done, and we cannot believe that it
will wait until we are ready and in the
mood to do it. “I must work the
works of him that sent me, while it is
day: the night cometh, when no man
can work” (John 9:4). Since Jesus
told us that there are time limits on
getting the work done, should we
not use wisely the time allotted to
us?
One of the devil’s greatest tools
for hindering the work of Christ is to
convince us that there is no rush—
that we can just take our time. The
Bible tells us that life is just the opposite; we do not have the assurance of another day. “Whereas ye
know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even
a vapour, that appeareth for a little
time, and then vanisheth away. For
that ye ought to say, If the Lord will,
we shall live, and do this, or that”
(Jas. 4:14-15). ★
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Dear Heavenly Father—Amen
BY

KRISTIN REEG

I

NTERCESSORS—every church
has at least a couple of them.
They are known as the prayer warriors. They are the people you seek
out when you need to get a prayer
through to the throne of God. Contrary to what many may believe, intercessors are regular people who
have learned a few things along life’s
journey. First, intercessors know
who they are. Second, intercessors
know who is listening. Third, intercessors know why God answers
their requests. And, last but certainly not least, intercessors know that
prayer is communication, not repetition.

sus. “Behold, I give unto you power to
tread on serpents and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you”
(Luke 10:19).
Finally, the intercessor knows that
he is a priest and that Jesus is his High
Priest. As a priest, he has access to
the mercy seat and can come boldly
before the throne of grace. Peter
called us “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood” (I Pet. 2:9). In Revelation 1:5-6 John wrote that Jesus
“loved us, and washed us from our
sins in his own blood, and hath made
us kings and priests unto God and his
Father.”

WHO I AM
We often know who we are by the title given to us. At home, we are a parent. At work, we are an associate. At
the mall, we are a customer. Where we
are helps us determine what role we
play. Knowing our role helps us define
who we are.
A prayer warrior knows who he is
in Christ. First, he knows that he is a
child of God. “The Spirit itself
beareth witness with our spirit, that
we are the children of God” (Rom.
8:16).
Second, the intercessor understands that he is a servant. In their letters, both Paul and James plainly stated that they were servants of God.
Jesus said, “Whosoever of you will be
the chiefest, shall be servant of all”
(Mark 10:44).
In addition, the person who prays
has become a friend of God. In John
15:14, Jesus gave a clear road map on
how to be promoted from servant to
friend. “Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you.”
Jesus gave us the keys to the kingdom. He gave this authority to all who
would call upon His name and be
washed by His blood. Jesus declared,
“Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye
shall bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose
on earth shall be loosed in heaven”
(Matt. 18:18).
A warrior is aware of the authority
that has been given to him through Je-

IS YOUR PRAYER BEING TAPPED?
We often envision our prayers going
straight from our hearts to the ears of
God. Often they do; however, we have
to remember that there are other
forces that listen as well. Paul reminds
us in Ephesians 6:12 that “we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
When we pray out loud, we are giving the angels whom the Lord sent to
assist us an assignment. We also remind the devil and his fallen army
that they are defeated; finally, we encourage and teach others how to
pray.
Sometimes when I feel the battle
has become too much for me to bear,
I do not want another cookie. I do not
want some diversion. Sometimes I just
need to hear that someone is standing
in the gap for me. I just need to hear
what someone else believes God can
and will do for me. Then I can couple
my faith with his.
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WHY GOD ANSWERS OUR PLEAS
Believe it or not, God is not sitting on
His throne playing a game of chess
with us. He is not waiting for the ultimate checkmate before He answers
our prayers. In fact, God answers our
prayers simply because He loves us
and we have asked Him to do something.

If the Heavenly Father loved us so
much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to
be the ransom for our sin, then surely
He loves us enough to hear and answer our prayers. An intercessor has
come to the understanding that the
answer to a prayer is not about how
eloquently it was prayed but about
how much God loves us.
Sometimes the answers seem to
take a lifetime. The time frame is not
a reflection on God’s love for us;
rather, the timing is all about when
God will get the most glory. Our Father is about advancing His kingdom. Jesus made that clear when He
told us to pray, “Our Father which art
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done
in earth, as it is in heaven” (Matt. 6:910).
COMMUNICATION, NOT
REPETITION
When we come to God in prayer,
we must come to Him with faith.
S o m e t i m e s o u r i d l e w o rd s a n d
heartless requests bounce off the
ceiling because we have no faith.
The writer of Hebrews said, “Without
faith it is impossible to please him:
for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (11:6). It is easy to open up a
book of prayers and read out loud
the words written there. However,
the words will be devoid of power
unless we believe that God is willing
to move on our behalf. We can repeat the same prayer every day, but
unless we are willing to allow the
w o rd s t o c h a n g e u s , i t w i l l n o t
change our circumstances.
Jesus is our Chief Intercessor. He
longs for each one of us to rise up in
His presence; He wants us to know
who we are in His kingdom. God is listening to our prayers. Our Father desires that we understand His love for
us. He wants our communication with
Him to be more than His name and
amen. Anyone can become an intercessor. All God requires is our
time. ★

A Christian’s Call to Spiritual Service
BY

FRANK PASS

H

OW can I know God’s will for my
life?” This question is often posed
by Christians with regard to a choice of
college, spouse, or vocation. When
considering a vocation, a closely related concept is the matter of calling.
The Bible speaks of several kinds of
callings. Let us survey these in order
to gain a better understanding of the
distinctions between them. We will
start with the general and move to the
more specific.
1. God’s call to all men. There is a
call to all men to enter the kingdom of
God. It is this call that the Apostle Paul
was speaking of when, at the end of
his sermon on Mars’ hill in Athens, he
declared, “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent” (Acts 17:30).
2. God’s call to all believers. The writers of the New Testament Epistles frequently referred to these chosen ones
who become believers as being called
by God (Rom. 1:6-7; 8:30; 9:24; I Cor.
1:9, 24; 7:17; Col. 3:15; II Thess. 2:14;
Heb. 9:15; I Pet. 1:15; 2:9, 21; 5:10;
II Pet. 1:3; Jude 1:1). This call carries
with it the responsibility to lead a sanctified life. Paul referred to this when he
entreated believers to “walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called”
(Eph. 4:1). He wrote, “For God hath not
called us unto uncleanness, but unto
holiness” (I Thess. 4:7). Thus, for all believers, God has “saved us, and called
us with an holy calling” (II Tim. 1:9).
3. God’s call to specific ministries. The
Bible also records the calling of men by
God for specific ministries. Old Testament prophets received audible calls
from God (Isa. 6:8-10; Ezek. 1:2-3; 2:17) to serve as spokesmen to His people

Israel and at times to other nations (Jer.
1:4-5; Jonah 1:1-2). The twelve apostles
were called by Jesus (Luke 6:12-13).
They accompanied Him during His
earthly ministry, learned from His instruction, and became fishers of men
and proclaimers of the kingdom of heaven (Matt. 4:17-22; 10:1-7). The Apostle
Paul was “called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God” (Rom.
1:1). His specific task was to bear Jesus’
name “before the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel” (Acts 9:15).
Paul also described gifted men
whom God has given to the church to
fulfill specific roles: “And he gave
some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers” (Eph. 4:11). The
apostles and prophets were critical to
the foundation of the church, particularly as God provided new revelation
through them. Evangelists (including
modern-day church planters), pastors, and teachers continue to serve
an important role in leading and ministering the Word of God to His people.
Those who fill these offices in fulltime Christian ministry today are often
regarded as being called by God to do
so. But is this the same as the callings
to specific ministries that we examined above? Certainly, the men who fill
the offices of evangelist, pastor, and
teacher are not audibly called by God
in the same way that the Old Testament prophets and New Testament
apostles were.
In providing instruction to Timothy
for selecting overseers in the church,
Paul wrote, “If a man desire the office
of a bishop, he desireth a good work”
(I Tim. 3:1). While not an audible calling, it is a compelling desire that God
puts in a man’s heart as he matures in

Christ over time, coupled with meeting
the necessary qualifications and the
ability to teach (vss. 2-7).
But are church leaders called any
more than other members of the body
with regard to their service in the
church? In light of Scripture, the answer seems to be no. When it comes
to service in the church, it is more a
matter of spiritual gifts than calling. All
believers have gifts that are sovereignly bestowed by God (I Cor. 12:11, 18).
All are responsible to employ them for
the common good of the body (I Cor.
12:7; I Pet. 4:10). And all are essential
for the overall health of the body (I Cor.
12:22-26). Further, the idea of sacred
versus secular vocations is a false distinction. All work is sacred and is to be
done to the glory of God, for God is the
one who enables and gifts men for all
kinds of work.
Considering my aptitude for math
and science, I pursued a career in engineering. I enjoyed this work, and it
proved to be an excellent means to
provide for my family and support the
work of my church. After my wife and
I married, we began teaching Sunday
school in our youth department.
I subsequently heard excellent Bible
teaching that gave me a strong desire
to study the Word of God more deeply
so that I could minister it effectively to
others. This, in turn, led me to leave
my vocation as an engineer and pursue theological training in seminary.
After seminary, my family and I served
as missionaries in Novosibirsk, Russia. I served as a teacher in a new seminary there, and we all served together in a local church. Upon returning to
the States, I became an elder in our
church and continue to enjoy teaching
the Word of God today. ★

GREATER VISION

pable person to do it. A good attitude
is essential. Do you have that?
Obviously, it is essential to take God
at His word that He will empower you
to do what He requires you to do.
Many Christians say they believe this,
but Dean Chollar has proved he believes it. You must believe it too, or you
might as well not begin.
Somewhere a missionary speaker is
still asking for those who are willing to

take their stand and serve God in fulfilling the Great Commission. For too
many, it is just the Great Omission. Are
you willing to serve? If you need some
encouragement or more information
about CrossWay International, drop a
line to Dean, and tell him you would
like to help. If you would like to have
information about CrossWay International, you can check their Web site at
www.gocrossway.org. ★

(Continued from page 27)

caused a myopia to new ideas. No
one seemed to see that a man could
serve God even though he could not
see. Dean could easily have believed
there were people far more capable
of serving than he. There are people
more capable than you, but if they are
doing nothing, you are the most caFALL QUARTER 2013
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Sudden Interruption!
BY

KARL KLOPPMANN

UDDENLY, there was a knock at
the door. My father opened it to
discover the pastor of a Baptist church
that my mother had recently attended
as the guest of one of our neighbors.
My father invited him in, and they got
acquainted. My father had not been to
a church service in thirty-five years.
Before the pastor left, he asked my
father whether he had any questions
about the Bible. My father thought for
a moment and replied, “What does a
person have to do to go to heaven
when he dies?”
Rather than attempt to lead my father
to the Lord, the pastor felt led to invite
him to come hear him preach the following Sunday evening. My father drove
twenty miles the next Sunday evening
and heard a stirring gospel message. At
the invitation, he walked down the aisle
and received Christ as his Saviour.
At this time I was a senior in high
school and played on the varsity football team. The last thing on my mind
was becoming a Christian.
Despite my spiritual apathy, when I
heard of my father’s conversion I was
glad for him. I knew that my father was
a spiritually needy man. However, when
the same pastor who had led my father
to the Lord pressed the claims of Christ
on my heart, I resisted strongly. I knew
from the change in my father that to truly trust in Christ would result in Christ
coming into me and changing me. I
wanted no part of being born again at
that time in my life. I loved darkness
rather than light and therefore refused
to come to the Light (John 3:19-21).
As I look back on that time, I recall
several ways in which the Lord drew
me to Himself (cf. John 6:44).
His first way of drawing me was
through football. I was doing well in my
football career, and I did not want the
Lord to disrupt my success on the turf.
So I decided to play it safe by attending
ten consecutive Sunday evening church
services. Our season happened to have
ten games. In effect, I thought of my
churchgoing as a good luck charm.
Although my motives were corrupt,
God used those preaching services to
plant the gospel deep into my heart,
where it later bore fruit.
God’s second way of drawing me
was by helping me make a key play in
a crucial game. Had I not made this
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particular play, the opposing team, the
best team we played all season, would
likely have scored and won the game.
Our defense held, we eked out a seven-to-six win, and we went on to a historic, undefeated season.
The opposing team ran their power
sweep right at my cornerback position.
Suddenly, I felt a hand on my back that
shoved me so hard that I helplessly
dove into the blockers at an extremely
low angle, disrupting the play and stopping the ball carrier from making a first
down. The following week I watched the
game film, looking for the mysterious
shove, but none could be found. From
that point on, I had a sense of the reality of God that I had never had before.
After the season, I stopped attending services at the Baptist church, no
longer feeling I needed my good luck
charm. The strong impressions that the
Lord had made on me faded with time.
But suddenly the Lord worked in a
final and powerful way to draw me to
Himself. My father died of a sudden,
unexpected heart attack. He was only
fifty years old.
When I met my mother at the hospital, she informed me that my father had
just died. I will never forget how devastated I was when I heard the words
“Karl, your father is dead.” I asked to
see him. I entered his room and saw his
still body with a sheet draped over his

head. I pulled the sheet back and was
profoundly moved at the sight of my
dead father. I instinctively knew that my
father was in heaven with Christ. His
body was just an empty shell.
This was the first time that I had
seen death up close in the face of a
loved one. I will never be able to explain it or express it properly, but in
that traumatic moment I turned in my
heart of hearts to my father’s Saviour
and embraced Him as my own.
In Matthew 23:37, Christ said, “How
often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye
would not!” Until April 11, 1964, the day
of my father’s death, I “would not”
come to Christ. But through that event,
my heart softened toward Him, and I
decided to trust in Him. From a human
perspective, I do not believe I would
ever have turned to the Lord had it not
been for my father’s untimely death; it
was God’s timely way of drawing me to
Himself. Christ kept knocking at the
door of my heart, and finally I answered.
My father was saved six months before he died, but in those six months
his life had headed in a new direction.
This gave me assurance that Jesus
Christ truly was the way, the truth, and
the life (John 14:6).
The pastor who was so instrumental in reaching my father and me was
the Rev. James Zaspel, who was pastor of the Oak Grove Baptist Church of
Bartonville, Illinois. His bold preaching
and passionate love for Christ played
a dynamic part in my father’s conversion to Christ and also in mine.
Soon after coming to Christ, I felt a
call from God to preach His Word. I
have been doing that since 1971, having pastored four Bible-believing
churches. I am presently the pastor of
the Brentwood Bible Church of Brentwood, Missouri.
On Route 70, approximately two
miles from Effingham, Illinois, motorists suddenly come upon a gigantic
steel cross. It is 198 feet tall and
weighs 180 tons. The cross is so large
that it interrupts your vision. You cannot help being reminded of Jesus
Christ and His death on the cross.
In a similar way, my life was suddenly interrupted with the message of
Jesus Christ when I was an apathetic
teenager.
Now I want my life to be like that giant cross, continually interrupting people’s lives with the message of salvation
in Christ. Without Christ, all are lost! ★

The Transfiguration of Christ
BY

INTRODUCTION
The scene before us, as recorded in
Matthew 17:1-8, is indeed one of the
greatest in the entire Bible. Consider
the place of this magnificent event.
Verse 1 designates it “an high mountain apart.”
A widely accepted location for this
event is Mount Tabor in Galilee, fairly
near Nazareth in the Valley of Jezreel.
It rises 1,843 feet above sea level and
is a prominent feature of the landscape. We shall consider some
themes from this miracle.
DELAY
Matthew 17:1 notes that the transfiguration happened “after six days.” Six
days had preceded their climb. During
those six days, they had seen a lot of
things happen, including the feeding of
the five thousand. The six-day wait was
worth it all, for afterward they would
gain new insight and see things they
would be talking about for a lifetime.
God’s afterwards are worth waiting
for! Peter remembered this all his life
(II Pet. 1:16-19). He showed us that
great convictions may be gained on
the mountaintop. These will equip us
for life in the valley. It was indeed worth
waiting those six days.
DECISION
They climbed the mountain, and it
was steep. (Matthew 17:1 says it was
“an high mountain.”) Another principle
can be seen here: God’s mountains
are worth climbing. Peter, James, and
John were all different in personality
and temperament, but they were all
climbers. And not one of them was a
quitter.
So they reached the top of the
mountain. An application for all of us
here is that there are opportunities and
blessings at the top of the mountain
that are not found anywhere else! I had
a dear pastor friend who always said
that on his tombstone he wanted the
words “He Died Climbing.”
This is indeed a worthwhile goal! I
encourage all the readers to adopt this
goal, as we press onward and upward
in our walk with God. We can ask God
to help us view obstacles along the
way as stepping-stones to climbing
higher in our walk with God.
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DISCUSSION
Matthew 17:3 records these words:
“And, behold, there appeared unto
them Moses and Elias talking with him.”
Prior to this discussion, of course, the
sight of Jesus being transfigured is really the all-important thing here. “Transfigure” means “to change into another
form,” to be “transformed.” For a brief
time, Jesus’ human body was glorified,
or transformed. The disciples saw Him
in this glorified form. Another principle
can be seen here: God’s visions are
worth seeing.
What a miraculous event! Matthew
17:3 says, “Behold, there appeared
unto them Moses and Elias talking
with him.” Here were Moses the lawgiver and Elijah the prophet. Moses,
Israel’s deliverer, represented the Law
of God. Elijah, the defender of the true
worship of God, represented the
Prophets. Both were forerunners of
Jesus the Messiah, in whom the Law
and the Prophets were fulfilled. Jesus,
Elijah, and Moses were discussing Jesus’ coming death.
Turning to Luke 9:31, another record
of this miracle, we see the word “decease” used to describe Jesus’ death.
The word is exodos, and it can be
translated “the way out.” The concept
here is that Jesus’ death is seen as an
exodus out of this world, leading a
host of people out of the bondage of
sin into the land of eternal light.
The comparison is obvious. Just as
Moses led another exodus of millions of
Jews out of the bondage of Egypt, so
the Lord Jesus Christ, through His
death, burial, and resurrection, leads all
who trust Him as personal Redeemer
into the land of freedom in Him.
DILEMMA
Matthew 17:4 records Peter’s statement. It really shows his dilemma. He
was frightened, as were James and
John, for verse 6 states that they
“were sore afraid.” Another principle
appears here: God’s presence is worth
realizing. Peter said, “Lord, it is good
for us to be here” (vs. 4).
The principle here by way of application is apparent. It will take us all our
lives to understand something of the
very presence of God, but we can rest
assured that He is right there with us

in all our dilemmas, fears, frustrations,
heartaches, and pains.
The dilemma in our time is that we
often forget the wonder of Christ in His
glory and His transforming power in
our lives. We need a renewed vision of
Christ Himself in His greatness, power, majesty, and wonder.
DIRECTION
God’s word is worth hearing. In Peter’s initial reaction we see a man
caught up in the moment of this overwhelming scene. The three disciples
actually saw Moses and Elijah! But
look at the contrast between Peter’s
words and the words of God Himself
(Matt. 17:5). The voice out of the cloud
is the actual voice of God the Father!
Moses and Elijah fade from the picture, showing the disciples that Christ
alone is the center of attention.
The apostles never forgot this astounding miracle. Peter wrote many
years later, as we already referred to
earlier, “We . . . were eyewitnesses of
his majesty” (II Pet. 1:16).
A final application for us today is
clear: We have God’s Word, the Bible,
and we are challenged to take it into
our lives, making it an indelible part of
us, as Peter did. Then we too can truly be changed. ★

A TIME TO BE BORN
(Continued from page 39)

Second, He gives us the comparison
between a good human father and
our Heavenly Father. Good human fathers want to give things, especially
good things, to their children. Our
Heavenly Father is really hoping that
we can receive good things from Him.
We do not and will not know exactly
how and why it works, but we are delighted to know that it does work. We
can pray knowing He hears and will
answer. ★
If you have a question you want
answered, send it to: Teen Scene,
Union Gospel Press, P.O. Box 6059,
Cleveland, Ohio 44101, or e-mail us
at theoed@uniongospelpress.com
(subject line: Teen Scene).
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Christian Education
Sunday School and Spiritual Formation
BY

OW can Sunday school facilitate
spiritual formation? What can it do
to make and develop true Christians
who wholly follow the Lord? Sunday
school is a great tool for individuals to
receive salvation and to “grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ” (II Pet. 3:18).
There are at least two main goals of
the Sunday school: evangelism and
discipleship. If either one of these falls
out of balance, spiritual formation will
be defective. Paul said it well: “That I
may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, . . . I press toward the mark
for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:10, 14). To know
Christ as Saviour begins the Christian
life. To know His power and to have fellowship with Him follows naturally from
the new birth and involves a lifelong relationship with the Lord.
This is the cycle of Christian formation: to know Him, to grow in Him, and
to help others come to know Him. Jesus prayed, “And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.
. . . that the world may believe” (John
17:3, 21). Fulfilling the purposes of the
Sunday school—evangelism and discipleship—produces fruit of eternal value.

H

EVANGELISM
Evangelism should be the heart of
the Sunday school. Alexcenah
Thomas penned the words to the
hymn “Bring Them In”:
Who’ll go and help this Shepherd kind,
Help him the wand’ring ones to find?
Who’ll bring the lost ones to the fold,
Where they’ll be sheltered from the cold?

This question needs to be answered
in the affirmative by each Christian:
“Yes, Lord. I’ll help to bring them in.”
When D. L. Moody and Ira Sankey
visited England in 1873, a young pastor named F. B. Meyer was deeply
stirred. The passionate evangelism of
Moody and the anointed singing of
Sankey moved him into a life of service to reach lost humanity (Lambert,
Heralds of Holiness, Harvey and Tait).
When Rev. Meyer began his next
pastorate, things did not go as well as
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expected. For four years he was misunderstood by his deacons. However,
he did not give up trying to evangelize
his community. Reaching and redeeming the lost was why Christ came
into the world. In fact, Jesus said,
“They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. I came not
to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:31-32).
Meyer launched out with a small
group of like-minded individuals who
desired to start a work whose main goal
was to reach the “untouched masses”
(Lambert). The result was Melbourne
Hall, which became a beacon of soulwinning. The crowd at the hall soon exceeded 1,200 each Lord’s Day.
The unique requirement of every
member was the necessity of being a
worker. With membership obligations
such as this, it is no wonder they grew
so quickly. “The Sunday-schools were
overflowing; and multitudes came to
know Christ” (Lambert).
It would behoove each church to follow the same rule. Imagine what would
happen if each Christian took the Great
Commission seriously and tried to
touch someone with the love of Christ!
Many of our churches would begin to
have more visitors. Children and young
people would be interested in learning
the Bible. The community would be impacted by the light of the gospel.
Vision. Vision is necessary for a Sunday school to prosper. Proverbs 29:18
says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” In the direct context, the
word “vision” means a proclamation of
the Word given by God. In a sense, it includes a vision or revealed burden that
God gives to His people. Without this
vision, both God’s people and unbelievers will stray from truth. The church
will shrink in attendance, and the unsaved will not come to Christ. Heeding
the vision involves wholehearted listening to and following of the Word of God.
God gives the vision, but man must carry the burden and be faithful to His call.
Jesus taught that vision will reap a
large harvest (Luke 10:2). This passage
points to the reality of a harvest. Jesus
said not to procrastinate in reaching

the lost, but to “lift up your eyes, and
look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest” (John 4:35).
With vision, the harvest can be
reaped. What is sad is that so many
churches have become discouraged
and no longer seek to reach out to
their neighborhood. Some even have
the attitude that the lost know the location of the church and that therefore
they do not need to be sought. Others
say glibly that God will bring them in.
It is true that God prepares the hearts
of unbelievers to seek Him and draws
them to Himself (John 12:32). However, this does not give us an excuse to
avoid telling others about Christ.
Those who have the vision of what
can be done are the ones who work to
make it a reality. Great inventions and
discoveries are made by those who
dreamed and then worked diligently.
Visitation. A regular time of visitation
by the workers of a Sunday school will
do much to develop each student. It will
encourage attendance and faithfulness
at church, the reading of God’s Word,
and involvement in God’s work. This
works well with unchurched families.
Knowing the church is interested in them
and their children may produce a desire
to know God intimately. A class teacher
should make periodic calls on regular
students and especially on those who
infrequently attend. A positive role model will greatly influence young people.
The church Sunday school needs to
have vision, including planned visitation, high goals, and strategic plans to
increase attendance and faithfulness
to God. This may include an organized
calling program and special rally Sundays with attendance goals. Some
churches team up with another church
of similar size to set realistic and
achievable, yet high, goals. Then they
work together to reach out to their respective communities.
At a church convention, I heard a
pastor speak about a very small
church that was made up mostly of
older adults and no children. The pastor was deeply concerned about this
situation, but the people in the church
seemed incapable of getting children

into their Sunday school. Many said
that they did not know where to find
them. The pastor suggested finding
the local school and following the buses home. This was done, children were
found, and homes were visited. Soon,
Sunday school attendance increased.
Victory. Victory comes when plans
and goals begin to be achieved. However, true victory occurs when children,
young people, and adults come to
know Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord.
This is the reason for all the hard work.
As good as plans and goals are, a
word of caution is needed. These should
not get in the way of the main objectives
of the Sunday school. Some have
counted numbers to the extent that individuals were forgotten. Sometimes various antics, worldly methods, and certain
kinds of entertainment have been employed that border on shameful instead
of producing glory to God. Furthermore,
contests should promote reaching the
unchurched and the unsaved, not just
church swapping to win a contest.
DISCIPLESHIP
The second main goal of Sunday
school is discipleship. A disciple is one
who listens, learns, and puts into practice what is taught. He also follows the
ways of the teacher. There are three
factors to consider in the area of discipleship.
Bible teachers. Teachers are to be
chosen carefully in accordance with
the requirements of the Word of God
(cf. I Tim. 3:2-13; II Tim. 2:2, 24-26).
Not everyone can be a teacher of the
Word, but anyone who meets the prerequisites can learn to become one.
There are at least three qualities a
teacher should have.
A teacher must have a deep love for
the Saviour. This love is in response to
His love for us (I John 4:19). It is experienced in the new birth (John 3:3, 15-16),
and it motivates individuals to share the
message of the gospel and to be obedient to the will of God (14:15). Nothing
excites him more than sharing the truth
of God with others (cf. I Cor. 9:16).
A teacher must have a reverent love
for the Bible. A Christian can say with the
psalmist, “I hate vain thoughts: but thy
law do I love” (Ps. 119:113). He realizes
that the Bible is God’s message in written form (Rom. 15:4; II Tim. 3:16) and
that it explains what is needed to make
it to heaven. This reverence produces a
desire to read, memorize, and study
what it says. The Bible is the textbook for
Christians, and its truth is authoritative.
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A teacher must have a love for others. Without a love for people, how can
a teacher effectively touch the hearts
of his students? The example of Jesus
is worthy of note. In Matthew 9:35-36,
He taught the Word of God, preaching
the message of the kingdom, and
healed the sick; but when He looked
upon the multitudes, He was “moved
with compassion” because they were
scattered as lost sheep.
Jesus the Good Shepherd is to be the
pattern for each teacher to emulate
(John 10:10-16). A teacher is entrusted
to shepherd his flock, just as a pastor
cares for the whole congregation. Dear
teacher, you may feel that your teaching
is not the best. But if you love the Saviour, His Word, and your students, they
will be motivated to follow the Lord.
Serious students. Every teacher
wants his pupils to be serious about
learning God’s Word. To be a true and
growing disciple, a student must be interested in studying the Bible. The
teacher creates part of this desire, but
for the one who is born again the seed
is already planted in the heart. This
seed needs water, fertilizer, and exposure to light. These all combine to produce a spiritually successful Christian.
Sunday school facilitates this growth
by providing biblical truth that teaches
Bible doctrine, principles of Christian
living, and training for service.
There comes a time when a newborn no longer needs milk but must go
on to solid food (I Cor. 3:2; Heb. 5:1214). Paul rebuked the Corinthian and
Hebrew believers for not progressing
in the faith. Newborn Christians need
the milk of the Word, but soon they
should progress to the “strong meat”
and deeper truths of Scripture. Following this, they begin to teach others
what they have learned.
Appropriate materials. There are
many different kinds of materials on
the market today. These include published Sunday school curricula, Bible
study guides, and training materials.
However, the material that is chosen
needs to be Bible-based, Christ-centered, and theologically sound. To use
material that does not hold to these
criteria could confuse and lead young
Christians astray.
Many churches purchase a standardized uniform curriculum to use in each
class. It is designed to accommodate
various ages and groups that make up
a congregation, while using the same
Scriptures and lesson themes at each

level. One advantage to a uniform lesson plan is that it facilitates family discussion at home. A family can use the
suggested daily Bible readings for family devotions or personal study and
come prepared for Sunday school the
next week. Some curricula providers
may have a home study guide for those
who are shut-ins, in nursing homes, or
otherwise unable to be in class. The emphasis is on biblical truth to meet the
spiritual needs of these individuals.
Sometimes a church decides to have
elective classes that deal with particular
issues or subjects that would be of interest and value to certain adults. These
may be integrated with the whole curriculum or used exclusively. However,
care needs to be used to maintain a balanced approach to Bible study.
Sunday school assists spiritual formation by providing a means to evangelize the unsaved and strengthen believers in their walk with God. It holds
the Bible as the standard of truth and
Christlikeness as the great goal “till we
all come in the unity of the faith, and of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto
a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph.
4:13). ★

ILLINOIS ROAD TRIP
(Continued from page 53)

on the streets. You can tour the mission
anytime, but the best time to go is a
Saturday afternoon. You can take a
3:00 P.M. tour led by a Bible program
man, then sit in on the 4:30 “Unshackled” radio taping. There is then an option to stay for dinner at 5:30 and enjoy
the 6:30 Praise and Testimony Service.
God has used this mission to lead so
many needy men and women to Himself. It is exciting to hear their stories!
One last tour to take in is the Billy
Graham Museum on the campus of
Wheaton College, in the western suburb of Wheaton. The exhibits highlight
how God has used men and women to
build His church. The tour makes one’s
heart rejoice to learn of His faithfulness, but it challenges us to continue
to spread the gospel throughout our
country—and all over the world.
Our tour of Illinois has covered a lot
of miles, but we have seen many interesting places and enjoyed learning
about historical figures whose influence has gone far beyond this Midwestern state. ★
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The Pastor’s Study
Praying for Our Pastors
BY

MARK J. HIGHMAN

HIS article is for pastors, but others
will want to read it too. For pastors, it is about survival. For the rest, it
is about praying for our pastors as
they face the challenges often found in
vocational ministry.
In considering how I might approach
an article geared to pastors, I came up
with a variety of ideas. I rejected most.
What finally came to mind as I pondered
this was a topic that was so simple that
I almost missed it. I pray for several pastors. Some I know well, and others I have
never met. I pray for pastors here in the
States and for several who are overseas.
I decided to organize my thoughts
around three of the requests I lift to heaven when I pray for these pastors.
Pastors appreciate the prayers of
those we minister to, though I often
wonder, Do they always know how
best to pray for us? The thing that
should be said here is that pastoring is
no easy challenge. I think it takes special people to do this work. Yes, they
must be called by God, of course. But
that is a given. I am talking about the
humanity of the men.
Human beings—whether pastors,
missionaries, or laypersons—are fallen creatures. As David once wrote,
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and
in sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps.
51:5). We all are fully aware, both experientially and biblically, that “all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of
God” (Rom. 3:23).
Our pastors are as affected by the
presence of sin as anyone else in the
church. This, mixed with the unique
challenges of the ministry, can really
wear a man down and leave him all the
more vulnerable to temptation and sin.
We need to remember this, both as pastors and as those who pray for them.
What do I pray about when I pray for
pastors? Of course, there are those
specific requests that they share in
prayer meetings, e-mail, or newsletters. These are obvious prayer needs
that every church member should include in prayer at various times
throughout the week. Our praying
should not be a “Dear God, please
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bless our pastor and family” kind of
thing. That simply does not do justice
to this key person in your life.
Besides the obvious—the specific
prayer needs that our pastors share—I
have a few requests that are usually not
shared but nonetheless are very relevant. Here are three things to pray for
protection from: arrogance (pride),
temptation (especially of the sexual
kind), and becoming weary in well doing.
I fear some pastors may look at this
and say, “Humph! Those are not serious concerns for me!” I suspect that
there are too many laypersons who
might think the same way: “Pastors, at
least the good ones, are impervious to
such sins—our pastor in particular!”
One statement I have tried never to
use is this: “It will never happen to me.”
I recall early on in my ministry—possibly while still in Bible school—committing myself to the attitude that it very
well could happen to me and so I had
better stay on my guard at all times to
ensure that it does not happen to me.
My earliest remembrance of this
revelation came when I heard of a popular pastor getting sexually involved
with a church member. The details are
now fuzzy in my memory, but I do remember how it shocked everyone,
myself included. My first thought, as I
recall, was How could a pastor do
such a thing? Then perhaps I thought,
I would never do such a thing!
The Holy Spirit was quick to prick
my conscience and rebuke such arrogance. I remember rebounding by
sternly telling myself, “This could happen to any one of us. If I think such
things will never happen to me, I won’t
be on my guard to safeguard my heart
and soul from similar falls.”
Pastors, we can easily fool ourselves
into thinking that a disastrous fall such
as this will never happen to us. But we
are sinners. We are as temptable as
any of our church members. It behooves us to be on our guard at all
times so that we do not find ourselves
caught unawares. How pertinent is
I Peter 5:8: “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking
whom he may devour.” Vocational ministers are especially fine dinner fare for
Satan’s appetite of destruction.
My thoughts above take us on two
tracks. The first track is arrogance or
pride; the second is temptation, particularly of the sexual kind.
Regarding the first track, I do not
think our pastors are looking for it, but
I think the potential for pride is very
real in the ministry. How can this be,
seeing that these are such humble
men? Pride is a sneaky thing, arrogance is its insidious sidekick, and the
two are very much alike. They sneak
up on a man without his ever realizing
it, much like the frog in a kettle.
Pastoral ministry is unique. It is
known as a profession, something
“professionals” do. Generally these
professionals are highly educated, often with at least a master’s degree.
That master’s degree is often a master
of divinity or a master of theology. The
degree suggests, in theory, that the
pastor is a master of divine things or a
master of all that the Bible teaches! We
pastors know better, especially the experienced ones, but the suggestion is
still there. If the pastor is the only “educated” person in the church, for instance, it can be easy for this “master”
idea to go to his head: “How dare people doubt my teaching or my decisions
or my leadership. I’m the master here!”
Furthermore, the pastor is the
leader, kind of like the boss. Some
churches are organized with elders, so
there may be less danger of that I-amin-charge mentality in those cases.
However, other churches are organized, at least practically, with the pastor
at the top and everyone else under him.
The pastor is looked upon to make
the tough decisions, which he does. He
is looked upon for counsel, which he
gives. That counsel is often heeded, and
it generally should be. People sometimes praise his preaching and teaching, and he receives the occasional accolade, especially around Christmas
and during pastor-appreciation month.
All of this can subtly go to one’s head
without anyone ever realizing it. Pride is
like that. Therefore, I think it behooves
us to pray not that God will humble our
pastors but that they will be alert to the
dangers of pride. We should not stop
blessing them, but we should pray that
they will guard their hearts and souls
from the danger of thinking too highly
of themselves. The Bible warns about
such a danger; pride can be our undo-

ing as pastors. Proverbs 16:18 is written to laypersons and pastors alike. We
need to recognize this not only in theory but also in practice: “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit
before a fall.”
My second track, as I mentioned earlier, has to do with sexual temptation.
Years ago it was difficult for people to
engage in one of the most destructive
forms of sexual immorality available to
man: pornography. That is no longer
the case. Many pastors—maybe all of
them today—have Internet access.
Without the proper filters in place, you
need not go looking for pornography; it
comes to you—sometimes with shocking and graphic images.
Even if one of these pop-ups or emails has not reached you, pornography is often just a click away. I remember one time using the Internet to
access information on the subject of
birth control for a premarital counseling session. I searched “birth control”
and found a lot more than informative
articles on the subject. I was amazed
even at the ads that were displayed on
some of the sites. Porn was definitely
a click away in those cases.
What is so terrible about pornography is that it is highly addictive. These
sellers-of-sex know this, so they offer
their horrible wares at no cost until the
addiction is no longer satiated with
what is freely offered.
Pastors are just as susceptible to
sexual temptation as any other person. And my fear for those pastors
who are in remote areas of the world
and/or those pastors without the
wherewithal to safeguard their computers is that they are even more susceptible to this evil. I recall one such
pastor for whom I have been praying
for over a couple of years. I had never
met him; I only knew him through a
missionary prayer calendar that I receive from time to time.
This pastor was billed as quite successful in that territory. God was saving people through his ministry and
church, and he was heavily involved in
discipleship. Then one day I learned
that he had succumbed to sexual immorality and had immediately been removed from ministry. I do not know all
the details behind his fall. I do not know
whether pride was an aspect or
whether pornography was a factor. I do
know that these things do not just happen by accident. This successful pastor had a great fall and may never be in
vocational ministry again. How tragic!
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My point is that this can happen to
any person and that our pastors are no
different. We need to pray that God will
help our pastors stand firm against Internet porn and all other forms of sexual temptation. We need to pray that
they keep the helmet of salvation firmly attached so as to guard their hearts
and minds (Eph. 6:17).
One other prayer concern that I can
share is that pastors will not become
weary in well doing. This is one of the
things about which Paul challenged
the Galatians: “And let us not be weary
in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9).
I have never been beaten up more
than when in pastoral work. I declare
that some of the cruelest people in the
world are church folks when they get
their dander up. I do not know why, but
it certainly seems to be part of Satan’s
arsenal to bring down the pastor or to
destroy the local church.
We have heard it said that people are
particularly passionate about two topics: politics and religion. Since pastors
are in the business most related to religion, they are in trouble when they encroach on someone’s passion—especially since pastors have to stand firm
for truth (yes, in love, of course). Sometimes standing for truth goes against
the grain of strongly held beliefs.
The result of hate mail, yelling over
the phone, slandering, call downs in
the middle of Sunday school, phone
canvassing to polarize the congregation, petitions against the pastor, and
such is that the pastor becomes disheartened, discouraged, and depressed. Some weather this—they
must if they are going to survive. Some
change their approach to ministry by
becoming people-pleasers to avoid
further harsh treatment. Many simply
leave the ministry. All three were doing
a good work, but the latter two became
weary, and the last one simply gave up.
So I pray that our pastors will not
give up in well doing. As much as I
wish that they would not be mistreated, I realize that such things are likely
to happen somewhere along the line
(cf. I Pet. 4:12-13). So I pray they will
weather it, be gracious, and above all,
not give up! I do not know what the
statistics are today for the number of
pastors who finally give up, but it is astronomical. Let us pray that these men
will not be weary in well doing.
There is so much more that I could
write on this subject, both to give friendly warnings to pastors and to inform

laypersons on how to better pray for their
shepherds. But space will not allow it.
How do you pray for your pastor?
Pastor, how are you faring in the areas
touched on above? Pastors need to
be on their guard, and laypersons
need to be praying for their pastors.
Working together in this way can help
defend one of those areas in our
churches that Satan likes to exploit.
After all, we are not unaware of his
schemes (II Cor. 2:11)! Let us keep
standing, and let us keep praying! ★
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against me and accused me of lying
about their children. I was crushed,
and for years I was neither spoken to
nor invited to mothers’ gatherings. I
was ostracized on the streets, and our
family grocery business lost several of
our best customers.
My first reaction was to fight back,
and for a while I did. I responded in the
same way in which I was attacked.
During the day, I marched in confronting others; but at night, I cried myself to sleep.
Thankfully, one evening the battleground changed, for as is said in the
ancient hymn, “God moves in a mysterious way His wonders to perform”
(William Cowper, 1731–1800). I
opened my Bible, and as I read the
Word, Mother’s voice seemed to be
whispering in my ear: “I told you so; I
told you so.”
Scripture shouted, “To whom ye forgive . . . I forgive also: for . . . I forgave
it, for your sakes forgave I it in the person of Christ” (II Cor. 2:10).
I could not stop there. I flipped to the
Gospel of Matthew and read two verses Mother had taught me in my “girlie”
years: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind” and “Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”
(22:37, 39).
Immediately, I went to the phone,
called old friends, told them I missed
them, and apologized for what I might
have done to hurt them. I pulled cards
from the file and wrote a “love” note to
mail to each one, asking them to come
by when they had time.
Over time, all wounds healed. When
we forgive, we forget. Today, as
friends, we share stories of our children and grandchildren. ★
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Thankful for All
BY
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Oh, be thankful, truly thankful,
For your blessings from above;
For the precious heavenly Father
Sends them down to you in love.
Think of home and food and clothing,
You enjoy each passing day;
Of the rain and glowing sunshine
And the friends with whom you play.
But be thankful, dearest children,
Most of all, that you belong
(If you do) to Jesus’ saved ones,
Who make up the happy throng
That shall meet Him at His coming,
Praising Him in joyful song. ★

