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Bible Teaching You Can Trust Union Gospel Press
• A trusted source of Bible 

exposition for over one 
hundred years

• Nondenominational

• Uncompromising biblical 
and ethical standards

• Theologically conservative

By Todd Williams Union Gospel Press Editor in Chief

Honey found in King Tut’s tomb is said to still be edible after more than three 
thousand years. Honey apparently has an extremely long shelf life! The 

Word of God is much like honey. The ancient words of Scripture have been 
preserved for us and will never spoil or lose their sweetness. The psalmist 
declared, “How sweet are Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!” (Ps. 119:103). 

Union Gospel Press has been dispensing the sweet nectar of God’s 
eternal Word for over one hundred years. Bible exposition has always 
been our focus, with solid Scripture-based teaching for all ages. 

A steadfast commitment to the unchanging truth of Scripture is the 
foundation of our ministry. By God’s grace, we have successfully resisted 
many dubious trends and popular digressions within American Christianity. 
And our long history shows that we uphold uncompromising biblical, 
doctrinal, and ethical standards. 

What makes our Bible-teaching material so trusted? Let me point out 
some of the answers. 

Dedicated writers from around the country use their knowledge 
and study to mine the valuable wisdom and insight in each Bible 
passage. These writers are typically pastors and Bible teachers who 
have practical experience in communicating biblical truth.

Trained editors carefully evaluate the manuscripts for accuracy. 
They seek out not only issues of grammar and punctuation but factual 
and theological problems as well. 

A nonsectarian approach keeps our literature from unhealthy 
extremes. Since our goal is to exposit Scripture faithfully, we work hard 
to present the clear meaning of the text and offer no interpretations 
that are representative of only certain segments of Christianity. 

Conservative theology ensures that our material uncompromisingly 
champions such bedrock realities as the verbal inspiration of Scripture, 
the deity of Christ, the virgin birth, Christ’s substitutionary atonement, 
and His bodily resurrection. All our writers and editors are committed 
to doctrinal purity. 
With over twenty-five publications, graded and correlated to every 

age group, Union Gospel Press is a major resource for trustworthy and 
meaningful Bible-teaching materials. This has been true since 1902, and 
with the Lord’s help we intend to always maintain that distinction. 

It is exciting for us to press forward into our newest endeavor: a five-day  
Bible curriculum that can be used by homeschoolers, Christian schools, 
and families who want their children to have a thorough understanding 
of God’s Holy Word. We encourage you to explore the Bible-learning 
opportunities this outstanding set of publications has for you.

 1.  We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New  Testaments 
are verbally inspired by God, are inerrant in the original writings, 
are the Word of God, and the final authority in faith and conduct.

 2.  We believe in one God, the Creator of man and all things, 
eternally existing in three Persons in a threefold relationship, 
that of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

 3.  We believe that Jesus Christ was begotten by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, and is God incarnate, the God-Man.

 4.  We believe that man was created in the image of God; that he 
sinned and thereby incurred not only physical death but also 
spiritual death, which is separation from God; that Adam’s sin is 
imputed to the whole race of mankind; that all human beings are 
born with a sinful nature and are sinners before God in thought, 
word, and deed.

 5.  We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures as a substitutionary sacrifice, and that all who 
believe on Him are freely justified before God and stand before 
Him accepted in the character and merit of Jesus Christ.

 6.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ, in His 
ascension into heaven, and that in His present glorified body 

He is the Head of the church, the Lord of the individual believer, 
the High Priest over the house of God, and the Advocate in the 
family of God.

 7.  We believe in the personal, imminent, pretribulational, and 
premillennial second coming of Christ; first to receive His own 
to Himself, and later to set up His earthly kingdom and to reign 
over redeemed Israel and all nations; that is, to bring peace and 
blessing to the whole world.

 8.  We believe that all who by faith receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
as Saviour are born again of the Holy Spirit and Word of God, 
receive the Holy Spirit and a new nature, and also are baptized 
by the Holy Spirit into the body of Christ.

 9.  We believe that God is the spiritual Father of only those who 
trust His Son, Jesus Christ, as Saviour, and that only those saved 
through faith in Christ are spiritual brothers.

10.  We believe in the bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust; 
the everlasting blessedness of the saved and the everlasting 
punishment of the unsaved.

Our Doctrinal Statement
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By Ken Sponsler

W hat is a steady focus? In photography, focus is a key 
part of the essential composition of a picture. By 

selecting where in the frame to focus and by controlling 
how in-focus or out-of-focus everything else in the scene 
appears, the photographer can direct attention exactly 
where he wants it to land. 

Many of the most compelling photographs are taken 
with an extremely shallow focus so as to cast full atten-
tion on what is really important. Secondary elements are 
kept out of focus to keep them from becoming distrac-
tions to the main subject. The viewer’s eye, his attention, 
is riveted to the vital part of the image.

It is much the same in life. Every day, each of us is pre-
sented with a multitude of things that come into our field 
of vision (or awareness) and vie for our attention. Like a 
photographer with a camera, we have to know where to 
focus. If we do not know what to focus on (or try to keep 
everything before us in focus), life can be filled with dis-
tractions, with nothing standing out as important. We can 
become confused, frustrated, and even hopelessly lost.

The one thing that will give sure direction to our 
lives, keeping us from confusion and hopelessness, is a 
steady focus on the Word of God. Everything else that 
the world puts before us—much of it attractive and fas-
cinating—will distract us from the only thing that is vital 
to our lives and eternal well-being: a saving relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ and a vibrant walk with 
Him. A steady focus on Scripture will keep us on the 
narrow path He has called us to.

What goes for individual believers also goes for Christian 
ministries and organizations. Union Gospel Press has made 
it its mission to maintain a clear focus on the Word of God 
through all the years of its existence. Over this time period, 
innumerable trends and emphases could have distracted 
us from our mission, but by God’s grace we have sought 
to maintain our focus on what is truly important—God’s 
Word, the Bible, and the almighty, loving God it reveals to us. 

But even those who choose to focus on the Bible 
may find that they need to further tighten their focus. 
There is a lot in Scripture to draw our attention. What 
aspect of the Bible itself should be our primary focus? 
The exciting stories? The colorful characters? The varied 
literary styles? The dramatic moments?

Many people give their lives to studying the Bible 
and wind up concentrating on some of the more minor 
details. Scholarly careers often revolve around obscure 
subjects such as the flora and fauna of the Sinai wilder-
ness or the range of Hebrew poetic styles in the book 
of Psalms. These are indeed worthy subjects and can add 
to our understanding of biblical passages, but should they 
be our main focus throughout our lives?

At Union Gospel Press, we have chosen to focus 
specifically on one thing: the uncovering and publishing 
of sound biblical doctrine. Why? Most simply, because to 
follow God rightly, it is absolutely vital to know what the 
Bible teaches—about God, about ourselves, and about 
how to please Him. Doctrine is simply teaching, and we 
need to apply what the Bible teaches to our lives.

On January 5, 1895, a home missionary society began under the leadership of the reverend William 
Brunner Musselman with the participation of seven women from his church in Annandale, New Jersey. 
The group grew in numbers as they held missionary meetings, passed out tracts and gospel literature, 
and evangelized in tent meetings and saloons, eventually becoming known as the Gospel Worker Society.

Soon the Gospel Workers began writing and printing their own literature, which they handed out 
and also mailed to interested readers. In 1907, the Society moved its headquarters to Cleveland, Ohio; 
the publishing arm of the work took the name Union Gospel Press. Through many expansions, moves, 
and changes, the Society’s aims remained the same: to call people to saving faith in Jesus Christ and to 
ground believers in the truths of God’s Word.

The Bible itself emphasizes the importance of sound 
doctrine for our lives:
• “Holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, 

that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to ex-
hort and convict those who contradict” (Titus 1:9).

• “Speak the things which are proper for sound doc-
trine” (Titus 2:1).

• “For the time will come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:3).

The concept comes across clearly even when the 
exact words “sound doctrine” are not used:
• “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc-

trine and fellowship” (Acts 2:42).
• “Built on the foundation of the apostles and proph-

ets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone” 
(Eph. 2:20).

• “Continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and [be] 
not moved away from the hope of the gospel” (Col. 1:23).

Consider some of the many ways in which sound 
biblical doctrine is vitally important:
• Sound doctrine is important because our faith is 

based on a specific message.
• Sound doctrine is important because the gospel is 

a sacred trust, and we dare not tamper with God’s 
communication to the world.

• Sound doctrine is important because what we be-
lieve affects what we do.

• Sound doctrine is important because we must dis-
cern and hold on to truth in a world of falsehood.

• Sound doctrine is important because it shows us the 
way to eternal life.

• Sound doctrine is important because it encourages 
believers.

“Lord, send Your life throughout the entire 
church. Visit Your church; restore sound doc-
trine and holy, earnest living. Take away from 
professing Christians their love of frivolities, 
their attempts to meet the world on its own 
ground, and give back the old love of the doc-
trines of the Cross and Christ. May free grace 
and dying love again be the music that refresh-
es the church and makes her heart exceeding 
glad” (Charles Spurgeon, Prayer).

Over the many years of our service to the Lord at 
Union Gospel Press, our “look” has changed in many ways. 
Our focus, however, stays the same. We have pursued and 
will continue to emphasize proclaiming and explaining sound 
doctrine that will guide us and our readers in our walk with 
Christ. Our aim in this is to bring glory and honor to Him. 
We want to shed His light as He leads us safely through 
whatever turbulent and dangerous times may come.

Keeping a Steady F  cus
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Expositor and

Illuminator

Each fourteen-page section of material has 
a detailed, verse-by-verse exposition, a 

section of guidance for the superintendent, 
questions, topics for study before each lesson, 
helps on how to prepare and teach the lesson, 
a detailed discussion of the lesson’s high points, 
and practical applications and anecdotes that 
supplement each lesson. There are interesting 
editorials and review questions that will 
stimulate thought and spiritual growth.

“By far, the most in-depth Sunday School 
lesson commentary available! I teach an adult 

class using a different publication and this 
Bible Expositor and Illuminator

gives me more than enough additional 
material to effectively teach for understanding 
and life application. Extremely happy now that 
it is available in digital format. A must-have for 

teachers and Bible students.
Recommendation = BUY!”
—David (Amazon customer)

“We use the 
Bible Expositor and

 Illuminator. 
Your in-depth lessons are 

wonderful. 
Thank you!”

—Miriam (Grinnel, Iowa)

This 192-page teaching manual is written by out-
standing Christian workers, seminary-trained 

writers, and dedicated Bible scholars. It contains 
an abundance of teaching methods, explanatory 
materials, and practical applications that the teach-
er can study before each Sunday’s lesson. 

offers the most comprehensive 
and thorough treatment in 
biblical studies available today. 
This informative publication has 
earned the reputation of being 
the best of its kind.

“Been using this Bible curriculum for 
years! If you want to grow in God’s 
Word, a consistent weekly diet of 

Bible Expositor and Illuminator 
will really help. Then discussing the 
Scripture in a Sunday School/Study 

Group locks in the learning even more.”
—Robert (Amazon customer)
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Bible Series!
Illuminate              

Introducing

For over a century, students of 
God’s Word have come to trust 

Union Gospel Press 
for sound, in-depth Sunday school 

curriculum to be used in their 
churches and at home. 

Now we are excited to introduce the
Illuminate Bible Series, 

our next step in Bible study. 
Students from 1st grade to 12th grade 

can study God’s Word as part of their 
homeschool education!
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Elementary Grades

Upper Grades

P roduced by our experienced staff, the 
Illuminate series walks elementary students 
(1st to 6th grade) through six years of 

valuable Bible teaching. Each week will accomplish 
the following: 
• focus on a major Bible story 
• explore its biblical context 
• connect it with other Bible passages and biblical   

principles 
• teach key doctrinal truths 
• review and apply the truths learned throughout 

the week

Our daily curriculum helps young students 
discover and understand the truth of God’s Word 
and place their faith in it.

Students will daily see the light of Christ as 
His character and work are related to passages 
throughout the Bible. Christ is the focus of the 
Illuminate Bible Series. 

For students entering the upper grades (7th to 
12th), the series begins afresh with six more years 
of life-changing study. Older students are led into 
a deeper study of the glorious riches of Scripture. 
They will learn how to build a biblical worldview, 
defend their faith, and make it their own.

While much Bible material that is available on 
the market fails to take students deep into Scripture, 
this series goes beyond the fluff to engage students’ 
minds, helping them grow in their knowledge and 
love for the Lord as they study the amazing wisdom 
found in God’s Word.

The aim of the Illuminate Bible Series is the 
same as Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians: “That the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened; that you may know what is the 
hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints” (Eph. 1:17-18).

Elementary Grades (1st – 6th) 

Discovery Guide (1st – 6th grade)
Student Workbook (1st –2nd grade)
Student Workbook (3rd –4th grade)
Student Workbook (5th – 6th grade)

Upper Grades (7th – 12th)

Student Guide (7th – 12th grade)
Student Workbook (7th – 12th grade)
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BIBLICALLY
GROUNDED

Whether you are new to 
Union Gospel Press or 

a loyal customer, you can be sure 
that the material you are investing 
in is biblically sound and focused 
on providing your children with 
reliable information. You deserve 
to know that your children are 
being taught the truth.

Discovery Guide Lesson Sample:
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of young adults (18-34 years old) be-
lieve the Bible is not completely true 
(Lifeway Research, 2018).

of evangelical young adults stop at-
tending church between the ages of 
18 and 22 (Lifeway Research, 2017).

of evangelical Millennials believe it 
is wrong to share one’s faith (Barna 
Group, 2019).

of Christian students are unsure or 
unwilling to commit to an exclusive 
belief that “Jesus saves” 
(The Jesus Survey, 2012).

61%

47%

66%

53%

A Vital Truth

I t is vitally important that our children be trained up in 
the way they should go, learning God’s Word from an 

early age (Prov. 22:6). Recent studies continue to show 
that many children who grow up in Christian homes 
leave the faith upon entering college.

While ultimately God does His saving work, parents 
have been entrusted with kids that need to hear them pro-
claim the gospel daily and help them grow to know their 
Maker well. The Illuminate Bible Series is designed to benefit 
the whole family as they dive into the Bible each day.

We have created one set of material to be used 
in teaching all your elementary students and a separate 
set for 7th through 12th graders. A half-hour lesson can 
start the students’ day or may be taught around the din-
ner table. 

Parents will find that the material works especially 
well as a homeschool Bible curriculum. Regardless of the 
location or time of day, you will find that the lessons 
engage students’ minds and lead them into a deeper un-
derstanding of God’s Word.

It is God who gives His children understanding. He 
is the one who gave us “the light of the knowledge of 

the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Cor. 4:6). 
A daily study of His Word deepens our knowledge 

of the character and desires of the Lord as He illumi-
nates our understanding (1Cor. 2:12), showing us the 
way to live a life that brings Him glory. May our kids grow 
in their love for the riches of God’s Word! 

There is much to be gained by children exploring 
the truth of the Bible throughout their school years. The 
sooner they learn the unchangeable truth of Scripture, 
the more deeply it can take root in their hearts. God has 
given parents the earnest charge to disciple their chil-
dren, teaching them His Word diligently.

Parents have unique styles for instructing their kids. 
The Illuminate Bible Series can be used by homeschooling 
families with a variety of teaching styles. Students can take 
tests and receive grades, or parents may choose not to 
use the tests. Families can study the Bible at a desk or at 
the dining room table. Parents of younger students might 
especially enjoy beginning each morning by opening up the 
colorful book on the couch with their kids.

Whether parents homeschool or follow a more tradi-
tional educational route, may our students “grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him 
be the glory both now and forever. Amen” (2 Pet. 3:18).

By Merrick Potter

“They received the word with all readi-
ness, and searched the Scriptures daily to 
find out whether these things were so” 
(Acts 17:11).

“And these words which I command you today 
shall be in your heart. You shall teach them dil-
igently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, when you walk by 
the way, when you lie down, and when you rise 
up” (Deut. 6:6-7).

Union Gospel Press
teaches the truth
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Union Gospel Press is committed 
to serving parents to ensure that their 
children engage in the most important 
study of all: God’s Holy Word.

The National Home Education Research 
Institute conducted a survey of nearly 

10,000 young adults between the ages of  19 
and 38  (Gen 2 Survey, 2015). For those who 
were homeschooled for at least three years, 
the impact of their schooling was clear:

Compelling 
Reasons

are glad they were  
homeschooled.
plan to use homeschooling 
for at least part of their  
children’s education.
hold strong Christian beliefs.
are significantly stronger in 
their Christian behavior as a 
result of daily Bible teaching.

85%

82%

87%
73%

SENIOR HIGH DEPARTMENT
Ages 15 Through 17

Senior High Bible Class 
presents the message of each 

Scripture lesson in weekly
features that challenge senior
high youths and at the same 

time hold their attention. 

Each Senior High 
Bible Teacher 

lesson fortifies the teacher with 
a wealth of spiritual truth and  
up-to-date lesson applications
that are designed to whet the
appetites of new students and

to maintain high interest in 
regular class members.

YOUNG ADULT DEPARTMENT
      Ages 18 Through 25   

Young People’s 
Bible Teacher is 

 an informative
 and inspiring
 teaching guide.

Young People’s 
 Bible Class 

 keeps young  adults 
 immersed 

 in the  truths 
of  God’s Word.
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Teen Biblical Illiteracy Isn’t Funny
—It’s Frightening!

By Don Ruf f

How many animals did Moses take on the ark?
None. Noah took them.

Have you ever been tricked by that old gem of a 
joke? It’s intended to catch the target in a gaffe 

of biblical proportions. But what if the person really 
does not know the correct answer? That would not 
be funny, since the story of Jonah (sorry, Noah) is 
one of the most well known in history.

Despite the humor, biblical illiteracy is not fun-
ny. According to researchers at The American Bible 
Society and The Barna Group, the problem is real 
in both adults and teens.  Over the past two and a 
half decades, researchers at these two institutions 
have studied emerging generations concerning their 
Christian worldview and engagement with the Bible. 
They have interviewed tens of thousands of teens. 
The findings of those studies have been met with 
varied responses and points of view. Regardless, 
there is a genuine cause for concern when we see 

the biblical literacy of teens dropping and their en-
gagement with Scripture dwindling. 

The researchers found that the teens they in-
terviewed respect the Bible, but they apparently just 
do not read it enough. With this level of disengage-
ment, it is no wonder that today’s professing Chris-
tian teens live shallow Christian lives. 

Here are some facts about why teens desen-
gage from studying the Bible:

The goal of those who research the spiritual 
maturity of younger generations is to discover ways 
to best equip them to grow and share their faith. 
Today’s teens need to grow in the knowledge of the 
Word so that it will impact their lives. They need to 
serve the Lord in both wisdom and action. The goal 
is to help them avoid erroneous beliefs such as: 

In his article, “The Epidemic of Bible Illiteracy in 
Our Churches,” Ed Stetzer wrote, “It’s more than 
simply not knowing stories from Scripture. Our lack 
of biblical literacy has led to a lack of biblical doc-
trine. LifeWay Research found that while 67 percent 
of Americans believe heaven is a real place, 45 per-
cent believe there are many ways to get there—in-
cluding 1 in 5 evangelical Christians…. More than 
half. . . . believe the Holy Spirit is a force and not 
a personal being…many Christians, hold unbiblical 
views on hell, sin, salvation, Jesus, humanity, and the 
Bible itself ” (www.smallgroups.com).

Union Gospel Press is serious about battling the 
crisis of biblical illiteracy. We work diligently to pre-
pare creative and engaging curriculum that contains 
sound doctrine and practical application of God’s 
Word so that Christians cannot only name the Ten 
Commandments (60% of Americans cannot even 
name five, according to Barna Group), but also un-
derstand the whole scope of God’s Word.

• 69% (7 out of 10) teens own 
a Bible, but only

• 25% of the teens read it and 
then only once a week

• 37% of the teens said they 
never read the Bible, and only

• 3% read it every day

(State of the Bible 2016: Teens, 
American Bible Society)

• only 35% stated a belief that the Bible 
contains everything needed to know for 
living a meaningful life (that leaves a ma-
jority saying it does not).

• 51% said they are too busy to study.
• 41% claimed a lack of interest because 

their parents have a lack of interest.
• 33% are confused by the wording of the 

Bible.
• 31% stated that the breakdown of their 

families kept them from reading the Bible.
• 22% said that the Bible is boring.

  
(State of the Bible 2016: Teens, ABS)

1.  The most widely known Bible verse 
among adult and teen believers is 
“God helps those who help them-
selves” (which is not in the Bible). 

2.  Less than half of Americans believe 
Christ was sinless.

3.  Less than half of mainline Protestants 
believe the Bible is totally accurate in 
its message.

(Barna Group)
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Union Gospel Press strives to ensure that the
name of Jesus Christ, Son of God, is proclaimed 

in each of our publications.
Nothing offends the non-Christian world about 

the Christian faith more than the unequivocal, 
non-negotiable assertion that Jesus Christ is the 
only way to God. For the true Christian, it is the 
truth he or she will cling to until the very last. For 
the apostate, it is the first truth that must be dis-
carded before making compromise with the world.

From the apostles’ ministries in the book of Acts 
to the Christian martyrs under ISIS today, the key to 
remaining faithful to Christ is this exclusive claim: “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through Me” (John 14:6).

That truth makes many people angry when Chris-
tians proclaim it about the Savior. Sometimes believers 
are accused of being overzealous and narrow-mind-
ed when referring to Jesus in this way. And in case 
anyone attempts to persuade you from believing the 
truth that Jesus is the only way and claims that this is 
merely an island-like irregularity and a departure from 
what the Bible teaches, remember these verses:

“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but 
he who does not believe is condemned already, be-
cause he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God” (John 3:18).

“Whoever denies the Son does not have the 
Father either ; he who acknowledges the Son has 
the Father also” (I John 2:23).

“All things have been delivered to Me by my Father, 
and no knows the Son except the Father. Nor does 
anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one 

to whom the Son wills to reveal him” (Matt. 11:27).
“Whoever transgresses and does not abide in 

the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who 
abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father 
and the Son” (2 John 1:9).

“And we know that the Son of God has come 
and has given us an understanding, that we may 
know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is 
true, in His Son Jesus Christ. That is the true God 
and eternal life” (1 John 5:20).

“For all the promises of God in Him are yes, and in 
Him Amen, to the glory of God through us” (2 Cor. 1:20).

There are many more passages that can be 
found throughout the New Testament, not to men-
tion all the exclusive claims made by Yahweh in the 
Old Testament that form their historical foundation.

This should surprise no one. Jesus Christ is the 
unique Son of Yahweh, the only true God and Cre-
ator of the universe, the same God who made a 
covenant with Abraham and Israel in the Old Testa-
ment. He tolerated no other gods then, and He tol-
erates none now. He still says, “I am [Yahweh], that 
is My name; and My glory I will not give to another” 
(Isa. 42:8). We have confidence that this is still true, 
“For I am [Yahweh], I do not change” (Mal. 3:6).

No Other Name but Jesus

“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

By John Lody

SPANISH PUBLICATIONS

Adult Bible Teacher 
and  

Adult Bible Class 
 available in Spanish! 

Great for Spanish-speaking  
or bilingual classrooms, 

these publications can  bridge 
the language  barrier, 

helping Spanish  speakers 
in your church  effectively

study the Bible.

ADULT DEPARTMENT

Both  publications 
 are available in
large print

Adult Bible Class 
 leads the adult  student to a 

deeper  knowledge 
of Bible  truths through a  

detailed lesson  exposition.

Adult Bible Teacher 
is a practical  teaching 

manual designed to  give 
quick help to busy teachers 
 as they prepare to impart

 God’s Word.

      Ages 26 and Up
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RUINS, I thought as I stood near the judgment seat 
where the apostle Paul had been falsely accused in 

the city of Corinth. There’s nothing left.
That impression stayed with me as my study-abroad 

group continued our three-week journey through 
Greece. Nowhere was it more evident than in the plac-
es where Paul carried out his missionary endeavors. 
Corinth was Paul’s next stop after Athens, another signif-
icant point on his second journey.
PAUL IN CORINTH

Corinth was an important city at the time of Paul’s visit 
around a.d. 51, as it had been for much of its earlier history. 
It saw wealth and prosperity, war and tyranny, and its ruling 
power changed hands many times (Mavromataki, Paul, the
Apostle of the Gentiles: Journeys in Greece, Haitalis). 

By the eighth century b.c., Corinth had become the 
leading Greek maritime power. From then on, it went from 
being under the tyrannical rule of Cypselus around 657 b.c. 
to an aristocracy established by the Spartans in 580 b.c.

Corinth became an ally of the Spartans, especially in 
the Peloponnesian War. Despite the victory going to the 
Spartans, Corinth did not benefit from the connection 
and lost its influential position in Greek concerns. The 
entire city was laid waste by the Romans in 146 b.c. and 
lay in ruins for a century. Julius Caesar rebuilt it in 46 b.c., 
which caused it to grow rapidly and become an influen-
tial capital in the Roman provinces.

It is unknown whether Paul first arrived in Corinth 
by land or sea. If by land, he would have crossed the 
Isthmus of Corinth, a narrow stretch of land that sepa-

rates the Gulf of Corinth from the Saronic Gulf and con-
nects mainland Greece with the Peloponnese peninsula. 
Corinth’s strategic position between two seas helped it 
become a bustling, wealthy port city, which also became 
notorious for rampant immorality. 

Just as in Athens, Paul probably noted many of the 
magnificent buildings and temples that had been con-
structed by both the Emperor Hadrian and Herodes 
Atticus, a wealthy Greek aristocrat (Mavromataki). Paul 
would certainly have concluded that idolatry was alive 
and thriving.

After arriving in Corinth, Paul met Aquila and Pris-
cilla, who had been forced to leave Italy with all the Jews 
in obedience to the Emperor Claudius’s command. Since 
they were all tentmakers by trade, he lived and worked 
with them while ministering to the Jews in the synagogue 
every Sabbath (Acts 18:1-4).

At this point, Silas and Timothy caught up with Paul 
after being separated from him since before Paul’s visit to 
Athens (17:13-15). They found Paul occupied with testi-
fying to the Corinthian Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 
After encountering some stiff opposition, Paul “shook his 
garments and said to them, ‘Your blood be upon your 
own heads; I am clean. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles” (18:6). 

It is noteworthy that Paul, having exited the synagogue 
in such a dramatic fashion, chose to relocate his ministry 
practically next door in the house of Titius Justus—a loca-
tion that was within earshot of the synagogue. 

Paul’s ministry efforts in Corinth were not in vain, 
as both Jews (the president of the synagogue as well as 
his household) and Gentiles (many Corinthians) believed 
and were baptized (vs. 8).

Paul did not tend to stay in places where he was 
persecuted, but one night he received these direct in-
structions from the Lord regarding Corinth: “Now the 
Lord spoke to Paul in the night by a vision, ‘Do not be 
afraid, but speak, and do not keep silent; for I am with 
you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have 
many people in this city” (vss. 9-10).

Paul remained in Corinth and taught the Word of 
God for eighteen months, longer than he stayed in any 
city except Ephesus. During his stay, he wrote his first 

epistle to the Thessalonians in response to information 
from Timothy and Silas (Mavromataki). 

Paul’s work was disturbed by an attack from the 
Jews, who brought him to a tribunal before the Roman 
proconsul Junius Gallio. “When Gallio was proconsul of 
Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul 
and brought him to the judgment seat, saying, ‘This fel-
low persuades men to worship God contrary to the law.’ 
And when Paul was about to open his mouth, Gallio said 
to the Jews, ‘If it were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked 
crimes, O Jews, there would be reason why I should bear 
with you. But if it is a question of words and names and 
your own law, look to it yourselves; for I do not want to 
be a judge of such matters. And he drove them from the 
judgment seat” (vss. 12-16). 

Gallio was the son of the noted rhetorician Lucius 
Seneca as well as the elder brother of the philosopher 
Seneca the Younger. His response to the Jews’ accusation 
against Paul reflected the approach of many Roman offi-
cials when dealing with Jewish religious disputes—mod-
eration and disinterest. It is also interesting to note that 
Gallio’s judgment concerning Paul established a legal prec-
edent of Christians being innocent of breaking Roman law 
when teaching or adhering to Christian doctrine. 

 After this incident, Paul set sail for Syria with Priscilla 
and Aquila. However, this was not the end of his dealings 
with Corinth; while in Ephesus, reports of the Corinthian 
church’s struggles prompted him to write his first epistle 
to the Corinthians. 

Various problems and disagreements were causing 
the church to divide and focus on individual personalities 
rather than on Christ. Surrounded by a worldly, idol-wor-
shipping culture, the young Corinthian church started to 
idolize personalities other than Christ, including Paul himself. 

Paul knew that if this church was to grow and thrive, 
they needed to agree on correct doctrine. “Now I plead 
with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you all speak the same thing. We preach Christ cru-
cified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks 
foolishness, but to those who are called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God” (1 Cor. 1:10, 23-24). 

He also knew that they needed to remember man’s 
inclination to pursue idols, which their spiritual ancestors, 
the Israelites, gave in to when God led them out of Egypt. 
“I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers 
were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were 
baptized into Moses. But with most of them God was not 

well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilder-
ness. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall” (10:1-2, 5, 12).

Paul visited the Corinthian church two more times 
and wrote a second epistle to them before the end of 
his life and ministry. Even though the city of Corinth did 
not thrive or see very much building in early Christian 
times (hence the absence of early Christian churches), 
it was home to a thriving Christian community. Paul re-
ferred to this in his second epistle to the Corinthians, 
saying, “Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great 
is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort. I 
am exceeding joyful in all our tribulation” (7:4). 
KRIOPHOROS: FROM CULT TO CHRIST

Much like the altar to the unknown god in Athens, 
Paul probably referred to the image of the kriophoros, or 
ram-bearer, in his outreach to the Gentiles. This sculpture 
was used repeatedly in ancient idol worship, depicting a 
male figure carrying a ram around his shoulders. It de-
noted the sacrifice of a ram in ancient Greek cults and 
stood to commemorate Hermes, the Greek deity asso-
ciated with shepherds.

A Boeotian myth credits Hermes with saving their 
city from a plague by carrying a ram on his shoulders 
around the city’s walls. Other similar ancient pagan myths 
refer to the image of the kriophoros as a shepherd who 
bears a sacrificial ram, calf, or lamb on his shoulders 
(www.wikipedia.org). 

Paul probably referred to this image frequently when 
presenting Jesus Christ as the Messiah and Good Shep-
herd. It is interesting to note that from the fourth centu-
ry a.d. on, freestanding Roman statues of the kriophoros 
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started to be identified as “Christ, the Good Shepherd” 
instead of Hermes (www.wikipedia.org). 

The kriophoros that our group saw in Corinth was 
heavily damaged, and the faces of both shepherd and 
ram were missing. Rather than mar the statue’s purpose, 
however, this destruction gave it a deeper significance. 
The anonymity of the figure underscored its meaning.
MODERN CORINTH

The modern city of Corinth no longer sits on the 
original site of ancient Corinth. After the original settle-
ment was destroyed by an earthquake, New Corinth 
was founded nearby in 1858 (www.wikipedia.org).

One of the city’s most remarkable features is the 
Corinth Canal, a deep, narrow trench that was dug 
across the Isthmus of Corinth. It was finished in 1893 
after centuries of failed attempts, going back to the Em-
peror Nero in a.d. 67 (Mavromataki). The canal is four 
miles long but only seventy feet wide at sea level. This 
makes it too narrow for modern ships to traverse, and 
it is now used mainly for tourism (www.wikipedia.org). 

Before the canal was cut, the ancient Greeks hauled 
ships out of the water and across the isthmus by way of 
the Diolkos. This was a paved track that was used heavily 
from around 600 b.c. to the first century a.d. Ships were 
transported back and forth along this path from one 
ocean to the other on a wheeled vehicle (Mavromataki). 
While it was primarily used to transport merchandise, 

it was also a preferred means of conducting naval cam-
paigns during wars (www.wikipedia.org).

The Acrocorinth, or “upper Corinth,” is an immense, 
monolithic rock that looms over the remains of the an-
cient city. It was regularly occupied from ancient times 
to the early nineteenth century in turn by the Normans, 
Franks, Venetians, and Turks (Mavromataki). Today a large 
fortress at the top provides the most dedicated visitors 
with spectacular views and fascinating ruins to explore.
GREECE TODAY

Many ancient sites and artifacts around Greece to-
day have one thing in common—ruin. Artists’ depictions 
of what many of the temples and sites of ancient Greece 
originally looked like show a dramatic change when 
compared to their current state. Attacks and pillaging 
from enemies, numerous earthquakes, and centuries of 
exposure to the elements have all left their mark on the 
grandeur of ancient Greece.

Yet despite the loss of this grand civilization, many 
individuals were saved from spiritual ruin thanks to the 
work of Christ and the dedicated ministry of Paul. One 
passage from Psalms best sums up the experience of 
seeing the remains of this ancient civilization: “The Lord 
brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes 
the plans of the peoples of no effect. The counsel of the 
Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart to all genera-
tions” (33:10-11). 
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regarding lessons  for both
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LIGHT

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
Ages 12 Through 14

Intermediate Bible Teacher
 presents an exposition of the  

Scripture text that is geared  to 
middle school and junior  high 

school students.

Middle school and junior 
high students will find that 

Intermediate Bible Class 
is an enjoyable aid 

to studying God’s Word.

BEGINNER DEPARTMENT
Ages 4 & 5

Beginner Bible Teacher 
helps the Sunday school  
teacher present a lively, 
attention-holding lesson 

each week.

Every Sunday’s lesson in 
“Me Too” 

is told in  simple, clear 
language  that makes the Bible  

truths vivid to the child.A    flickering candle might help a little. A flashlight would  
 be even better. But a lighthouse is what you’ll need to 

help you find your way if you’re on a boat that’s in a storm. 
Just look for the big tower with the bright light shin-

ing from the top! Lighthouses have been a source of help 
for hundreds of years. Warning boats of danger and guiding 
them to safety through the stormy night skies are just a few 
of the ways that lighthouses help.

Don’t want to damage your boat on the rocky shore-
line? Follow the light!

Not sure which way to go? Follow the light!
Want to make sure your socks match? Follow the light!
Light is what helps us see.
In ancient times, the light given off by fire was used to help 

boats find their way. But strong winds and rain could quickly 
put those fires out. It’s a good thing lighthouses were invented! 

If you stop and think about it, a lighthouse might remind 
you of Jesus.

He’s the Light of the World, who was sent to earth to 
save us from our sins. When you put your trust in Him and 
follow His teachings, He will guide you away from danger. 
Read John 8:12 to learn more.

FUN FACT:
The Cape Hatteras
Lighthouse 
in North Carolina 
was built in the 1800s 
and is more than 
200 feet tall!

By Jennifer Heilman
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PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
      Ages 6 Through 8

Primary Bible Teacher
 is a useful teaching  tool 
that helps the teacher 

present a meaningful lesson 
each Sunday.

Large type makes  
Primary Bible Learner 
 easy for primaries to  read 

on their own. 

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
Ages 9 Through 11

Junior Bible Teacher 
is  an irreplaceable and 

creative  source of helps 
for motivating j uniors 
to study and enjoy 

 each week’s Bible lesson.

Junior Bible Class 
not  only gives juniors 

their  lessons in language 
they  can easily understand 
but  also challenges their 
developing  minds with

 interesting and  fun activities 
that increase  their 

understanding.

DON’T BE A 

MOOSE By Kathlyn Longtine

W hat’s the biggest species of deer?
The moose! They can be over six feet tall 

and weigh up to 1,800 pounds! Their antlers make 
them even taller. They’re—HUGE! 

Being big is hard. Bending down is tough, so 
moose like to feed on tall grasses. God made their 
hooves to act like snowshoes so that they don’t get 
stuck in the snow. 

If you raced a moose, you’d lose! They’ve been 
running faster than you since they were five. No, 
not five years old—five days old!

Moose also like being all alone. 
Don’t stay off by yourself like a modest moose! 

The Bible shows that God designed us to spend 
time with others, encouraging one another in love. 
Spend time with other Christians. Being with others 
can cheer you up and remind you of God’s love.

Help one another 
to love and 

do good things. 

Read Hebrews 10:24.

What has antlers 
and sucks blood?

A moose-quito!

Moose?  
What moose?

It’s not polite to laugh
with your mouth full
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