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Happy in the Lord
I am so happy today.
I will sing, and I will pray.
Jesus has taken my sin away.
Oh, what a wonderful day!
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Worshipping the Lord
Marcus sighed loudly. His mother frowned at him
and put her finger to her lips. Marcus wished church
would be over soon. It seemed as if the pastor had
been preaching for a long time.
Marcus sat quietly, but he was thinking about the
game he would play after he got home from church. He
looked at a colorful purse sitting on the pew. The purse
somehow reminded him of a basketball.
Marcus attended the church service because his
parents made him, but he did not enjoy it. He paid no
attention to the pastor’s message.
Suddenly, Marcus heard something that caught his
attention. The pastor said Jesus had died on the cross
as the punishment for sinners and then had risen from
the dead.
Marcus had heard this before, but this time he understood that Jesus had died in his place. Marcus felt
ashamed of his sin. Right then he asked God to forgive
him and make him a new person.
When it was time to sing the closing hymn, Marcus
sang louder than ever before. He felt glad to be God’s
child, and he praised the Lord by singing. When the
pastor prayed the closing prayer, Marcus prayed along
silently.
When the service was over, Marcus told his parents
what had happened. He could hardly wait to come
back to church because he wanted to hear more of
God’s Word, learn more about his Heavenly Father, and
worship God with other believers.
2

Boys and Girls’ Album

3

Lesson 1
2 June 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Holy, Holy,
Holy

Isaiah 6:1-8

One day in a vision from God, Isaiah the prophet saw
the Lord sitting on a throne. The throne was high above
everything in the temple.
Seraphim were above the throne. Seraphim are
heavenly beings with six wings. They cover their faces
with two wings, cover their feet with two wings, and fly
with two wings.
The seraphim cried to each other, “Holy, holy, holy
is the Lord Almighty. The whole earth is filled with His
glory.” The doorposts shook, and smoke filled the
temple.
Isaiah first realized how holy God is; then he knew
how sinful he was. “I’m doomed! I am a man of unclean
lips, and yet I have seen the Lord Almighty,” the
4

prophet said. He knew that the people living around
him also were sinners.
One of the seraphim used tongs to take a hot coal
from the altar. He flew to Isaiah and touched the
prophet’s lips with the hot coal. “Your sin is taken
away,” the seraph said to the prophet.
Then Isaiah heard the Lord asking, “Whom shall I
send, and who will go for Us?”
The prophet said, “I am here. Send me.”
The prophet’s vision helped him understand how
holy God is and how sinful we are when compared to
the Lord. Like Isaiah, we should ask God to forgive our
sin and then be willing to serve Him.
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Lesson 2
9 June 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Give Praise
and Thanks

Isaiah 12:1-6

If you saw a boy with a frown on his face, you would
think he was unhappy. If you saw a girl crying, you
might think she was feeling bad about something.
We can tell how people feel by the things they do and
say.
The Prophet Isaiah wrote about what God’s children
should do and say when they realize their Heavenly Father has forgiven their sin and given them the gift of life
forever in heaven with Him. Isaiah said God’s people
should praise the Heavenly Father for what He has
done for them.
When something good happens, we like to tell others.
We should also sing praises to God for saving us. When
6

you are happy, you feel like singing. When you are God’s
child, it is good to sing songs of praise to the Lord.
God’s children should tell other people about their
wonderful Heavenly Father. They should be joyful and
happy because He has saved them from sin.
Perhaps you have had such exciting news that you
just had to shout it to someone. That is how Christians
should feel about telling the gospel to others.
We should always be ready to tell others how they
can be saved from their sin. Think about how you live
each day. The things you do and say should show your
friends that your sins have been forgiven and you have
eternal life.
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Lesson 3
16 June 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Worship with
All Your Heart

Isaiah 29:9-16

In Isaiah’s day, many people claimed to be God’s
children. They went to the temple to worship. They
prayed and listened to God’s Word. But their actions
showed that they did not really believe in God.
When they listened to God’s Word, they did not understand it, and then they did not obey it. When they
prayed, they did not mean what they said. The people
went through the motions of loving and serving the
Lord, but they did not love Him in their hearts. They did
not truly serve Him.
The Heavenly Father told Isaiah that He would punish His people for their fake worship. They thought no
one could know their sinful thoughts and the wrong
things they felt in their hearts.
8

How wrong the people were! The Heavenly Father
was their Creator. He knew everything they were thinking. He knew what they felt in their hearts. They could
not fool Him. He knew that they did not love Him or
want to serve Him.
You may be like the people Isaiah knew. You may listen to the Sunday school lesson, but you do not obey
God’s Word at home. Perhaps when you bow your
head in prayer, you think about other things instead of
God. You might pretend to be a Christian, but you have
not really asked the Lord to forgive your sin and change
your life. By confessing your sin and worshipping God
with your whole heart today, you can begin to change.
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Lesson 4
23 June 2013

Paste in this space

All Things New
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Isaiah 65:17-21, 23-25

God the Father told the Prophet Isaiah what life
will be like in the future when He rules the earth. “I
will create new heavens and a new earth,” God said.
The new earth will be so wonderful that no one will
remember the old earth. “Rejoice in what I create,”
the Lord said.
The Heavenly Father will create a wonderful new city
of Jerusalem where everyone will rejoice because of
God’s goodness. No one will cry because everyone will
be happy. People will live a long time.
The people will be happy living in homes that they
have built, and their crops will grow and give them food
to eat. No one will be homeless or hungry.
10

Many people these days work hard but still do not
earn enough money to buy food and clothes. They feel
as if they were working for nothing. On the new earth,
everyone will enjoy their work. When they need something, the Heavenly Father will give it to them. In fact,
the Lord will give them what they need before they get
around to asking Him for it.
Wolves and lambs will eat together, and lions will eat
straw instead of killing other animals for food. How different things will be!
Let us praise God for creating the earth where we
now live and for promising to create a wonderful new
earth someday. Let us ask Him to help us love and
serve Him in all that we do and say.
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Lesson 5
30 June 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

A Joyous
Return

Ezra 3:1-7

God’s people had been carried away as prisoners to
a foreign country. After a long time, some of them were
able to return to their own land. They felt very happy to
be back home!
Their land had changed since they left. Many of their
homes had been destroyed. Even the temple where
they had worshipped God had been destroyed by the
enemy.
It was the seventh month of the year, the time for the
Feast of Tabernacles. The people traveled from the
cities where they lived to the city of Jerusalem, where
the temple had once stood.
The people were afraid of their enemies living around
12

them, but they still wanted to worship God. Priests built
an altar where they could offer burnt sacrifices to the
Heavenly Father in the morning and in the evening. The
people obeyed God by observing the Feast of Tabernacles. They also obeyed the Heavenly Father by offering sacrifices to Him.
The people kept obeying the Lord and giving offerings to Him. They showed Him how thankful they felt
because He had brought them back to their own land.
The people started building a new temple where they
could worship God. They gave money to pay the
builders and to buy the supplies needed to build a new
temple.
We also should be joyful as we worship the Lord.
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Lesson 6
7 July 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Celebrating a
New Beginning

Ezra 3:8-13

Two years after God’s people had returned to their
land, they began building a new temple to replace the
one that had been destroyed by their enemies.
Everyone celebrated when the foundation of the
building was laid. The priests put on their robes and got
out their trumpets and cymbals. They used these musical instruments to praise the Lord.
The priests sang praises to God and thanked Him in
prayer for His goodness to Israel. He had helped them
return to the land that He had given them.
The people felt so happy that they all shouted together in praise to God because the foundation of the
temple was finished.
14

Some of the older people in the crowd cried out loud
when they remembered how the old temple was destroyed. All this noise could be heard far away. People
could not tell the difference between the crying of the
older people and the shouts of joy of the others at beginning a new temple.
It is good to celebrate special times by singing and
praising God. We always should thank Him for being
merciful to us.
God could have made His children stay prisoners in
a foreign land, but He was merciful to them. He let them
return to their land, even though they did not deserve
His goodness. He will be merciful to us also.
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Lesson 7
14 July 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

A New Worship
Place

Ezra 6:13-22

The king of Persia, who ruled over Judah, ordered his
people to help God’s people rebuild the temple. The foreigners quickly obeyed the king’s orders and helped.
God’s people worked hard building the temple as the
Lord had commanded. They wanted to complete it as
soon as possible.
When the people finished building the temple, they
held a joyful dedication service. Everyone felt happy
because the new temple was finished. Now God’s children had a place to worship the Lord.
God’s people made hundreds of sacrifices to God to
show their thankfulness. They organized the priests,
just as God had commanded. Then they joyfully cele16

brated the Passover.
Everything was done with joy because God’s people
were so happy. They were thankful to be in their own
land again. They gave thanks that God had made the
king of Persia willing to help them rebuild the temple.
They were thankful that once again they had a place to
worship their Heavenly Father. They showed their happiness by praising God.
Like the people of Judah, we should worship the
Lord with joyful hearts. When we sing in Sunday
school or church, we should sing joyfully and think
about the words of the hymns as we sing them. We
should praise the Lord in prayer and in conversations with others.
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Lesson 8
21 July 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Fasting and
Praying

Ezra 8:21-23, 31-32

Ezra was leading a group of people to Jerusalem,
and they were afraid their enemies might attack
them. Ezra did not want to ask the foreign king for
help, for Ezra had already told the king how great
and powerful God is. “The Lord helps those who
obey Him, but He punishes those who do not serve
Him,” Ezra had said.
Ezra and the group of God’s children stopped by a
river to fast. “Fasting” is choosing to not eat for a time
in order to pray. The people fasted and asked the Lord
to keep them safe.
The Heavenly Father heard their prayers. When the
people left the river and traveled toward Jerusalem, the
18

Lord protected them from their enemies. Wicked people were waiting along the road to attack God’s people, but God kept His children safe. The entire group
arrived safely in the city of Jerusalem and stayed three
days.
If you are God’s child, He will help you, just as He
helped Ezra. Tell the Lord what you need, and ask Him
to help you.
God can keep you safe from your enemies. He will
help you do what is right.
Perhaps you are not God’s child. You should turn
from your sin today. Jesus took the punishment that
your sin deserves. Believe He died in your place, and
trust Him to save you from your sin.
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Lesson 9
28 July 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Gifts for the
Temple

Ezra 8:24-30

God’s people rejoiced that they could worship their
Heavenly Father in the temple once again. They gave
many precious items to be used in the temple.
Ezra called some priests together. He gave them
all the items that the people had donated for the
temple. Those items included things made of silver
and gold. Everyone, whether rich or poor, had given
what he could to be used in the temple to worship
God.
Ezra kept track of how much had been given. He
gave everything to the priests he had chosen. “You are
holy,” he said. Ezra meant that the priests were special
men, called to lead the people in worshipping the Lord.
20

“The silver and gold items are holy also, for the people have given them to the Lord,” Ezra reminded the
priests. The donations were one way the people
showed their love for God.
The priests were responsible for taking care of all the
donated items. They were supposed to keep track of
them and make sure they were used in the temple.
The people gave the very best they had. We should
give our very best to the Lord also.
You may not have money to give, but you can give
your time to serve God. If you spend less time playing and more time helping others, you will be happier.
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Lesson 10
4 August 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

The Festival of
Booths

Nehemiah 8:13-18

The Lord’s people gathered together and listened to
Ezra teach them God’s law. They learned how God
wanted them to celebrate the Feast of Booths. This is
another name for the Feast of Tabernacles.
During that feast, the people were supposed to make
booths, or shelters, and stay in them. God’s people had
not done that since Joshua brought them into the
Promised Land. That had happened many years earlier. Ever since then, the people had not been obedient
to God about the Feast of Booths.
God’s children changed their ways. They went into
the country and cut branches from the trees. They used
those branches to make the booths.
22

Some people built booths on the roofs of their
homes. Others built them in the courtyard. Some people made booths in the streets, and others made them
in the gates leading into the city. Then they sat under
their booths, as God had commanded.
Everyone was happy because they had obeyed.
Every day for seven days, Ezra read God’s Word to
the people. On the eighth day, the people gathered together to worship God.
When you obey the Lord, you will feel glad. If you are
unhappy, perhaps you are disobeying God. Study
God’s Word so that you will know how to obey the Lord
and be happy.
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Lesson 11
11 August 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Confessing
Sins Together

Nehemiah 9:2, 6-7, 910, 30-36

God’s children gathered together and confessed
their sins to God.
They praised God for creating the heaven, the earth,
and everything that lives in heaven and earth. “You
made all things. You chose Abraham, brought him out
of Ur, and promised to give the land of Canaan to his
descendants,” the people said. The Israelites were descended from Abraham.
God’s people remembered how they had been slaves
in Egypt until the Lord rescued them. The Lord had shown
signs and wonders to the Egyptian pharaoh.
God’s people admitted that they had sinned against
Him for many years. The Lord had been patient with
24

them and did not punish them right away, even though
they deserved punishment for their disobedience. He
sent prophets to warn them, but the people did not listen when the prophets told them to stop sinning.
Finally, the Lord allowed foreign enemies to attack
His children in their land and carry most of them away
to other countries. This happened because the people
had sinned and did not ask for forgiveness.
The people now realized that they had sinned. They
admitted that they were now ruled by foreigners because they had disobeyed God.
The Lord will be fair with you. Disobey Him, and He
will punish you. Confess your sin, and He will forgive
you.
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Lesson 12
18 August 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

A Joyful Time
of Worship

Nehemiah 12:27-36, 38,
43

The Israelites held a special service to dedicate the
wall they had rebuilt around the city of Jerusalem.
Levites throughout the country came to Jerusalem to
help with the service. They brought cymbals, harps,
trumpets, and other musical instruments to worship
the Lord with music. Large groups of singers sang
praises to God.
The priests and the Levites purified themselves, as
well as the people, the gates of the city, and the wall.
They wanted to be ready to worship God.
Large groups of men, including Ezra, went to the top
of the wall and thanked God that it had been built. It
would help protect the people from their enemies.
26

The priests also offered great sacrifices to the Lord.
All the men, women, and children rejoiced because the
wall had been rebuilt.
The combined sounds of the music, the men giving
thanks, and the people rejoicing was loud enough to
be heard far away.
If we are God’s children, we should take time to rejoice in His goodness to us. We should thank Him for
all that He has done for us. We should sing praises to
Him. It is good to worship and praise God on our own,
but it is also good to worship and sing praises with other believers.
We feel joyful when we are obeying the Lord.
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Lesson 13
25 August 2013

Paste in this space
Bible Picture Lesson Card

Keep the Lord’s
Day Holy

Nehemiah 13:15-22

Nehemiah was a man of God. He noticed that some
of God’s people were working on the Sabbath instead
of obeying and worshipping God. The Lord had given
special commandments that the people should observe the Sabbath as a holy day.
Some people were bringing food into Jerusalem
and selling it on the Sabbath. This was against God’s
law.
“Why are you sinning against the Lord in this way?”
Nehemiah asked the people. He reminded them that
when their fathers had sinned and broken the Sabbath
laws, the Lord punished them by allowing them to be
defeated by their enemies.
In the evening just before the Sabbath started, Ne28

hemiah ordered that the gates of the city be closed until the Sabbath ended. His servants sat at the gates to
make sure no one entered. No one could get inside to
sell things on the Sabbath.
At first the people who wanted to sell things stayed
overnight outside the city. “If you do that again, I will
have you arrested,” Nehemiah told them.
After that, the sellers did not try to sell things in the
city on the Sabbath. Nehemiah put the Levites in
charge of making sure no sellers entered the city on the
Sabbath Day.
It is important to have a special day to worship the
Lord.
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Nicki’s Wise Decision
Nicki’s family attended church services in a new
building. The people in the church did not have
much money, but they had given what they could to
build a new building after their old church had
burned.
One day at church, Nicki heard the pastor say, “It is
so good to be worshipping the Lord together in our new
building. This building still needs some furnishings.
Please give what you can.”
Nicki thought. She wanted to give something, but
she did not have any money.
She thought of the new curtains she had picked out
for her bedroom. Mom had not had time to hang them.
They were decorated with colorful flowers and looked
much prettier than the old curtains still hanging in the
windows.
“Mom,” Nicki said, “can I give my new bedroom curtains to the church? My Sunday school classroom windows do not have curtains.”
“Nicki, that is a wonderful idea,” her mother said.
“Are you sure you want to give your new curtains? We
don’t have enough money to buy you more new curtains now.”
“That’s all right with me,” Nicki said. “The old curtains will be fine in my bedroom. I can enjoy looking at
the new curtains whenever I want to when I come to
Sunday school.”
Nicki felt happy because she had given what she
could to God.
30
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God Forgave His People
God’s people disobeyed Him
And were taken from their land.
Some were able to return;
Now they were a happy band.
The city wall they raised again.
God’s temple was built anew.
They gave their gifts to the Lord
And showed their love was true.
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