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NOTES

LUKE 1:8 And it came to pass, 
that while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his 
course,

9 According to the custom of 
the priest’s office, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into 
the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the 
people were praying without at the 
time of incense. 

11 And there appeared unto 
him an angel of the Lord standing 
on the right side of the altar of in-
cense. 

12 And when Zacharias saw him, 
he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him. 

13 But the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer 
is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the 
sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink; and 
he shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother’s 

womb. 
16 And many of the children of 

Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God. 

17 And he shall go before him 
in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just; to make 
ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. 

18 And Zacharias said unto the 
angel, Whereby shall I know this? for 
I am an old man, and my wife well 
stricken in years. 

19  And the angel answering 
said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; and 
am sent to speak unto thee, and 
to shew thee these glad tidings. 

20 And, behold, thou shalt be 
dumb, and not able to speak, until 
the day that these things shall be 
performed, because thou believest 
not my words, which shall be fulfilled 
in their season.

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 4, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Lesson Exposition
FAITHFULNESS AT THE TEMPLE— 
Luke 1:8-10

A priest in his course of duty (Luke 
1:8). There were more priests than need-
ed for the daily services at the temple in 
the time of Zacharias. An estimate by 
Josephus places the number at at least 
twenty thousand (Josephus, Against 
Apion 2.108). For those who were not 
in the highest ranks, the opportunity to 
serve was at best an occasional bless-
ing. Zacharias had the good fortune of 
serving on one particular day because 
it was one of the weeks that his priestly 
division (or “course”) was on duty.

King David, with the priests Zadok 
and Ahimelech, organized the priests 
into twenty-four divisions (I Chr. 24:1-
19; 28:11-13). Only four of the courses 
returned from the Babylonian Captivity 
(Ezra 2:36-39; Neh. 7:39-42), but ac-
cording to Nehemiah 12:1-7, the twen-
ty-four courses were reestablished 
from these four.

Zacharias was a priest of the eighth 
course, of Abijah (Luke 1:5). During two 
weeks of the year, as well as during holi-
day seasons, he was eligible to report for 

service with assignments given by the 
casting of lots (Mishnah Tamid 5:2—6:3).

A priest’s assignment (Luke 1:9). 
The lot that fell to Zacharias on this day 
was perhaps the most holy assignment 
for an ordinary priest. It called for him to 
go inside the temple into the Holy Place 
to the golden altar of incense. This 
small altar was about three feet high 
with a top that was one and one half 
feet square (Ex. 30:2). It was designed 
for holding incense powder burned on 
coals. In some sacrificial ceremonies, 
blood was sprinkled on this inner altar 
(Ex. 30:10; Lev. 4:6-7). What is more, 
this small golden altar was placed right 
by the veil before the innermost room 
of the temple, the Holy of Holies.

Zacharias’s job involved bringing 
coals in a censer from the outside al-
tar and pouring incense powder on the 
coals right in front of the veil (cf. Ex. 
30:7). In the first temple, the ark of the 
covenant had been on the other side of 
that veil. However, this had been lost 
after Babylon and was no more (Jer. 
3:16). Yet according to Paul, the glo-
ry of God was still in the temple, even 

The Promise of 
Messiah’s Forerunner

Lesson Text: Luke 1:8-20

Related Scriptures: Genesis 18:9-15; 25:20-28; 
Malachi 4:1-6; Matthew 11:9-15

TIME: 7 or 6 b.c. PLACE: Jerusalem

GOLDEN TEXT—“Thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth” (Luke 
1:13-14).


