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NOTES

MATT. 5:1 And seeing the multi-
tudes, he went up into a mountain: 
and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him:

2 And he opened his mouth, 
and taught them, saying,

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: 
for they shall be called the children 
of God.

10 Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before 
you.

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: 
but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.

LESSON 1 JUNE 4, 2023

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT



Young People’s Bible Teacher 3

Lesson Exposition
With this week’s lesson, we begin 

a four-lesson unit on understanding 
God’s kingdom. The lessons in this 
unit of study come from the Gospels 
of Matthew and Mark. We often think 
of Jesus’ ministry in terms of actions—
healing the sick, raising the dead, 
calming the storm, and multiplying 
food. It is impossible, however, to sep-
arate Jesus’ actions from His teach-
ings. The miracles Jesus performed 
attested to His identity as the Son of 
God. With His identity established, it is 
imperative to heed His teaching.

It has been said that Jesus’ Sermon 
on the Mount established the moral 
and ethical standards for the king-
dom of God. That is a sad underes-
timation of the Sermon on the Mount. 
Jesus spoke of spiritual standards, not 
merely moral and ethical standards. 
He knew that desires and attitudes are 
just as important as actions. He want-
ed His followers to be able to fulfill 
their yearning to truly experience God 
in their hearts.

Jesus’ public ministry started in ex-
traordinary fashion. After gathering His 
initial disciples, He had healed many 
people of terrible diseases and freed 

people from the evil powers of de-
mons (Matt. 4:23-24). As a result, word 
about Him spread quickly. Soon peo-
ple were coming from all over Israel to 
hear Him (vs. 25).

HAVING A HEART FOR GOD— 
Matt. 5:1-9

Place and position (Matt: 5:1-2). 
Matthew did not note the exact place 
where Jesus delivered the Sermon 
on the Mount. It was on “a mountain.”  
Bible scholars speculate that Jesus was 
probably in His home region of Galilee, 
perhaps on a mountainside near the Sea 
of Galilee. He spoke to the multitude 
assembled there, teaching them in the 
customary manner of a Jewish rabbi.

It should be noted that at the end of 
the Sermon on the Mount, the people 
were astonished at Jesus’ remarkable 
teachings. They recognized that His 
authority far exceeded that of their ac-
cepted spiritual leaders (7:28-29). He 
was assuming a new position. He was 
no longer a poor peasant tradesman 
from Nazareth. It was obvious that He 
was an extraordinary teacher, and His 
teachings would be very different from 
that of their customary teachers.

Upside-Down Kingdom
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16

Related Scriptures: Psalm 24:1-6; Isaiah 66:1-2; 
Luke 6:20-26; Hebrews 11:36-38

TIME: a.d. 28 PLACE: mountain near Capernaum

GOLDEN TEXT—“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).


