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JOSH. 10:1 Now it came to pass, 
when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and 
had utterly destroyed it; as he had done 
to Jericho and her king, so he had done 
to Ai and her king; and how the inhab-
itants of Gibeon had made peace with 
Israel, and were among them;  

2 That they feared greatly, because 
Gibeon was a great city, as one of the 
royal cities, and because it was great-
er than Ai, and all the men thereof 
were mighty. 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of Je-
rusalem sent unto Hoham king of He-
bron, and unto Piram king of Jarmuth, 
and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and 
unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, 
that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath 
made peace with Joshua and with the 
children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the Am-
orites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of 
Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king 
of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered 
themselves together, and went up, they 
and all their hosts, and encamped before 
Gibeon, and made war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent unto 
Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, saying, 
Slack not thy hand from thy servants; 
come up to us quickly, and save us, 
and help us: for all the kings of the Am-
orites that dwell in the mountains are 
gathered together against us. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, 
he, and all the people of war with him, 
and all the mighty men of valour.

8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, 

Fear them not: for I have delivered 
them into thine hand; there shall not a 
man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all 
night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited them 
before Israel, and slew them with a 
great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased 
them along the way that goeth up to 
Beth-horon, and smote them to Aze-
kah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled 
from before Israel, and were in the going 
down to Beth-horon, that the Lord cast 
down great stones from heaven upon 
them unto Azekah, and they died: they 
were more which died with hailstones 
than they whom the children of Israel 
slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord in 
the day when the Lord delivered up the 
Amorites before the children of Israel, 
and he said in the sight of Israel, Sun, 
stand thou still upon Gibeon; and thou, 
Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their ene-
mies. Is not this written in the book of 
Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lord hear-
kened unto the voice of a man: for the 
Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all Israel 
with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.
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Lesson Exposition
Have you ever felt surrounded by 

an enemy that was greater than you? 
No matter which way you turned, it 
seemed like someone or something 
was opposing you. This is something 
many of us experience at various times 
in our lives. As Christians, we have the 
advantage of knowing that God is with 
us and promises never to leave us (cf. 
Heb. 13:5). He always comes to the 
rescue of those who love and trust 
Him, even in ways that seem beyond 
belief. This week’s lesson is an amaz-
ing example of how God exercises His 
divine power on behalf of His people.

FIVE KINGS ATTACK GIBEON—
Josh. 10:1-5

Panic in Jerusalem (Josh. 10:1-2). 
{Israel faced another daunting enemy 
in the five-nation federation led by King 
Adoni-zedec of Jerusalem.}Q1 This was 
well before David captured Jerusalem 
and made it Israel’s capital. {During 
Joshua’s time, Jerusalem was a pagan 
city led by a king who did not worship 
God or respect His people.}Q2 In a mar-
velous display of authority over natural 

forces and events, God delivered Israel 
and Gibeon, giving them victory they 
would not have had on their own.

When the Gibeonites heard that God 
had delivered the Israelites from Egypt 
and given them victory at Jericho and 
Ai, they devised a clever scheme that 
brought them under Israel’s protection 
(9:3-27).

Word spread throughout Canaan 
about the exploits God had done for 
Israel, and rival kings certainly took 
notice. The king of Jerusalem was one 
of them. He was especially alarmed to 
hear of the treaty that the Gibeonites  
had made with Israel; with Gibeon on 
their side, the Israelites were an even 
more formidable threat.

Formation of a federation (Josh. 
10:3-4). Adoni-zedec, king of Jerusa-
lem, knew he could not take Israel on 
by himself. Instead of attempting to 
establish peaceful relations with them, 
however, he decided to build a coali-
tion to fight against the Gibeonites. He 
apparently wanted to neutralize their 
strength before they could join forces 
with the Israelites.

Joshua Commands the  
Sun to Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15 

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:5-9; 23:1-13; Isaiah 38:4-8; 60:19-22

TIME: between 1405-1398 b.c. PLACES: Gilgal; Gibeon

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).


