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NOTES

LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

I COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on 
your behalf, for the grace of God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are  
enriched by him, in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no 
gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren,  
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly  
joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto 
me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every 
one of you saith, I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and 
I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul cru-
cified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the house-
hold of Stephanas: besides, I know 
not whether I baptized any other.
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Lesson Exposition
True fellowship and unity between 

believers is rooted in Jesus Christ. Be-
lievers share the same hope, the same 
righteousness, and the same peace 
with God—all found in Christ. When 
believers’ eyes drift away from Christ to 
themselves and others, they find rea-
son for division. Indwelling sin works 
in such a way that they tend to see 
themselves as superior to others and 
to follow after men rather than Christ. 
Hope for unity can only be found in our 
gracious Lord Jesus Christ.

A GREETING OF FELLOWSHIP— 
I Cor. 1:1-3

It was common for Paul to begin his 
letters just as he did to the Corinthi-
ans, with an introduction and greeting. 
Though he noted he was called by 
God to apostleship, he never flaunted 
it as a title. Never did Paul refer to him-
self as “The Apostle Paul.”

Paul spoke with authority as an 
apostle who was called and appointed 
by God Himself (cf. I Tim. 1:12; Acts 
9:15), but he used that authority only to 
instruct and encourage fellow believers 
in Christ as brothers and sisters. 

Interestingly, the greeting was not 
from Paul alone, but also from Sosthe-
nes, another of Paul’s brothers in the 
Lord. This may well be the Sosthenes 
who had once ruled over the Jewish 
synagogue at Corinth. According to 
Acts 18:17, “Then all the Greeks took 
Sosthenes, the chief ruler of the syna-
gogue, and beat him before the judg-
ment seat.” He apparently was subse-
quently converted.

In a time when many of the Jews 
sought to have Paul killed (cf. Acts 
23:12), a former synagogue leader 
stood with him and sent greetings to 
the Christians in Corinth. Why was this 
particular Jew Paul’s brother when so 
many others were his enemy? {Paul 
and Sosthenes shared the same Father 
(cf. John 20:17) and rejoiced in Christ 
as their Brother, Lord, and Saviour.}Q1

Their greeting was directed to those 
at Corinth who were sanctified in Christ 
Jesus. The word for one who is sanc-
tified is “saint.” It literally means “one 
who is set apart.” {All believers are 
saints because they have been set 
apart from the world to serve Christ.}Q2  
Later in this chapter, Paul identifies  

Divisions in Corinth
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 1:1-16 

Related Scriptures: I Corinthians 10:31-33; I Corinthians 12:1-31

TIME: a.d. 55 PLACE: from Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 
1:10).


