


Editor in Chief: Todd Williams
Edited and published quarterly by

THE INCORPORATED TRUSTEES OF THE
GOSPEL WORKER SOCIETY

UNION GOSPEL PRESS DIVISION
Rev. W. B. Musselman, Founder

Price: $3.50 per quarter*
 $14.00 per year*

*shipping and handling extra

ISBN 978-1-59843-977-9

Proclamation of the Gospel

UNIT I: Laying the Groundwork
Mar.  7—Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome—Rom. 1:8-17 .........................................................  2
Mar. 14—God’s Wrath Against Mankind—Rom. 1:18-32 ..................................................  8
Mar. 21—No One Is Righteous—Rom. 3:9-20 ...................................................................  14

UNIT II: The Proclamation of Good News
Mar. 28—Righteousness Through Faith—Rom. 3:21-31 ..................................................  20
Apr.  4—A Promise Received by Faith (Easter)—Rom. 4:18-25; Luke 24:1-9 ................  26
Apr. 11—Justification by Faith—Rom. 5:1-11 ...................................................................  32
Apr. 18—Dead to Sin, Alive in Christ—Rom. 6:1-14 .........................................................  38

UNIT III: The Implications of the Gospel
Apr. 25—Anticipating Redemption—Rom. 8:18-27 ..........................................................  44
May  2—More than Conquerors—Rom. 8:28-39 ..............................................................  50
May  9—Elected by God—Rom. 9:6-21 .............................................................................  56
May 16—Saved by Faith—Rom. 10:1-10 ...........................................................................  62
May 23—Jesus Is Lord of All—Rom. 10:11-21 ..................................................................  68
May 30—Ministry to Unbelievers—Rom. 15:15-27 ...........................................................  74
 Daily Bible Readings ...........................................................................................  80

Young People’s
Bible Teacher

SPRING QUARTER March, April, May 2021

Vol. LXXXVII No. 2

This material is part of the “Christian Life Series,” copyright © 2021 by Union Gospel Press. All rights reserved. No portion of 
this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without written permission from Union Gospel Press, except 
as permitted by United States copyright law. Edited and published quarterly by The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker  
Society, Union Gospel Press Division. Phone: 216-749-2100. www.uniongospelpress.com



2

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

NOTES

ROM. 1:8 First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, that 
your faith is spoken of throughout 
the whole world.

9 For God is my witness, whom 
I serve with my spirit in the gospel 
of his Son, that without ceasing I 
make mention of you always in my 
prayers;

10 Making request, if by any 
means now at length I might have 
a prosperous journey by the will of 
God to come unto you.

11 For I long to see you, that I 
may impart unto you some spiri-
tual gift, to the end ye may be es-
tablished;

12 That is, that I may be comfort-
ed together with you by the mutual 
faith both of you and me.

13 Now I would not have you ig-

norant, brethren, that oftentimes I 
purposed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have 
some fruit among you also, even 
as among other Gentiles.

14 I am debtor both to the Greeks, 
and to the Barbarians; both to the 
wise, and to the unwise.

15 So, as much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you 
that are at Rome also.

16 For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth; to the Jew first, and also 
to the Greek.

17 For therein is the righteous-
ness of God revealed from faith to 
faith: as it is written, The just shall 
live by faith.

LESSON 1 MARCH 7, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Lesson Exposition
Paul’s letter to the church at Rome 

is the longest of his letters and comes 
first in order among his New Testament 
writings. Unlike most of his other letters, 
Romans was sent to a church he had 
neither planted nor visited. Likely owing 
to that fact, the text contains what many 
have referred to as Paul’s doctrinal trea-
tise on the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The church at Rome may have been 
started by Roman Jews who were in 
Jerusalem on the Day of Pentecost and 
were converted at that time (Acts 2:10), 
but we do not know for certain. The 
Roman historian Suetonius told about 
the edict of Emperor Claudius in a.d. 49. 
This decree evicted Jews from Rome 
because of ongoing conflict around one 
“Chrestus,” a common Greek name that 
was probably confused with “Christ.” 
When the edict expired, Jews, including 
Christian Jews, returned to Rome.

It is quite possible that the fledgling 
church in Rome had been developing 
primarily under Gentile control until the 
Jewish Christians returned, leading to 
some of the conflicts Paul addresses 
in Romans. His treatise-like language is 
most likely due to the fact that he had 

never visited Rome (though he knew 
a great deal about the situation in the 
church—cf. chap. 16). Paul wanted to 
fully explain his overall mission and did 
not have the luxury of a face-to-face 
conversation, so he wrote it out for 
them.

It is of no small note that Paul 
opened the letter by firmly rooting the 
gospel in the Jewish Scriptures (1:2) 
and the line of King David (vs. 3). Yet 
he considered his purpose and calling 
to be one of bringing this Jewish-root-
ed belief to the “nations” (Gentiles), 
not only in Rome, but also “among 
all nations” (vs. 5). Paul understood 
the gospel to be a message of good 
news for every person, regardless of 
ethnicity. That gospel power weaves 
throughout the book, but it is especial-
ly apparent at the beginning.

PAUL’S HOPE—Rom. 1:8-12
Though Paul had not visited Rome 

by the time he wrote the letter—most 
likely from Corinth on the Achaian pen-
insula in about a.d. 56 (cf. Rom. 15:26, 
31-32)—he fervently hoped to make 
the trip. His eagerness to journey to 

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17 

Related Scriptures: I Thessalonians 1:1-4; I Corinthians 1:18-24;  
Galatians 3:10-14

TIME: a.d. 56 PLACE: from Corinth

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of 
God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 
(Romans 1:16).


