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The Quarter Ahead
How do you prepare for a challeng-

ing encounter? Athletes, physicians, 
scientists, and farmers all train. Virtu-
ally no one, however, trains solo. Re-
gardless of the endeavor, all people 
need a trainer, teacher, or coach as 
they prepare to succeed. Jesus knew 
that His disciples also needed good 
preparation. In the quarter ahead, we 
will consider three critical stages the 
Gospel of John presents in the training 
of the disciples.

The first unit considers the first 
stage in the training of Jesus’ follow-
ers, as they were “Getting Started” in 
discipleship. Lesson 1 opens with the 
testimony of John the Baptist that Je-
sus is the only begotten Son of God. 
Biblical discipleship must focus on the 
Person of Christ. Lesson 2 expands 
on that focus, as we view the commit-
ment of specific men who determined 
that they would start following Christ 
as their Messiah and Lord. Lesson 3 
then provides the essential founda-
tion of who Christ is. He is the eternal 
Word, God manifest in the flesh, who 
came to give life and light to a lost and 
darkened world. Lesson 4 resumes 
the emphasis on particular individuals 
who willingly started following Christ, 
convinced that He was indeed the 
promised Messiah.

The second unit, stage two, looks at 
the disciples “Getting to Know Jesus” 
for who He truly is. This unit opens 
in lesson 5 with Jesus’ first miracle, 
turning water into wine, which brought 
people to a full faith in Him. Lesson 6 
demonstrates conclusively that Jesus 
is truly God, as He miraculously walked 
on the water. Lesson 7 demonstrates 

that Jesus is the Bread of Life, the only 
One who can give eternal satisfaction. 
That not all find it easy to come to Him 
in faith is the emphasis of lesson 8. Je-
sus’ teaching of light and life are hard 
to accept for many. However, He alone 
is the source of God’s salvation.

What is the third stage for those who 
choose to become Jesus’ disciples? 
That question is answered in the third 
unit, with specific emphasis on “Going 
Deeper with Jesus” for all those who 
commit to following the Saviour faith-
fully. Lesson 9 expands on the theme 
that Jesus is the Light of the World. 
His disciples must accept Him for who 
He is and follow Him exclusively to be 
rescued from this world’s darkness. 
Lesson 10 demonstrates with absolute 
certainty that Jesus is God, the eternal 
“I AM.” The Jewish leaders fully under-
stood His claim and sought to kill Him 
because of it. Their misconception, 
however, should never dissuade His 
disciples from seeking a deeper un-
derstanding of His true character.

Lessons 11-13 center on the raising 
of Lazarus from the dead. This was 
Jesus’ climactic miracle. Lesson 11 
shows that even when the Lord seems 
to delay in what we think is an emer-
gency, He continues to love and care 
for His own. Lesson 12 assures Jesus’ 
disciples that He gives victory in life, 
even over death, our final enemy. The 
final lesson of this quarter reminds the 
Lord’s followers that He always seeks 
God’s glory.

Ask God to challenge your life as 
you study John’s Gospel! Resolve that 
you will be a committed disciple of our 
Lord.

—R. Larry Overstreet.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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We live in a time characterized by 
postmodernism, a philosophy that 
denies absolute truth. How should 
godly young people respond to its 
pervasive influence? We must evalu-
ate the tenets of postmodernism and 
understand the contrasting emphases 
of Scripture. Eight common threads of 
thought can be identified in postmod-
ernist philosophy.

(1) Postmodernism embraces a 
growing pluralism. It argues that since 
we live in a pluralistic society, we must 
allow each group to develop its own 
truth. “Beliefs are held to be true [only] 
within the context of the communities 
that espouse them” (Grenz, A Primer 
on Postmodernism, Eerdmans).

(2) Postmodernism welcomes radi-
cal diversity. It professes to defend the 
rights of everyone based on an accep-
tance of all cultural practices. Howev-
er, one culture postmodernism does 
not defend or accept in practice is 
that of biblical Christianity. “Diversity” 
is viewed as an uncritical acceptance 
of all cultures, sexual preferences, po-
litical emphases, and personal views 
(as long as they do not include biblical 
Christian beliefs!).

(3) Postmodernism frequently adopts 
a radical pragmatism. It does not  
decide moral issues on the basis of prin-
ciples or absolutes. Stealing is wrong, 
for example, only because it disturbs 
the way most human societies function. 
“Practicality becomes the sole moral 
criterion. If it works, it must be good” 
(Veith, Postmodern Times, Crossway).

(4) Postmodernism accepts the 
premise that change is always for the 
better. The old adage, “If it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it,” is rejected. Change can 
improve anything.

(5) Postmodernism espouses a sci-
entific and cultural pessimism. Post-
modernism points out that science, 
technology, and human reasoning have 
many benefits, but they also have pro-
duced weapons of mass destruction. 

(6) Postmodernism emphasizes the 
subjectivity of all knowledge. Knowl-
edge is not restricted to logically de-
fensible propositions. It rejects “the 
idea that knowledge is completely ra-
tional and certain. . . . Since truth is 
nonrational, there are other means of 
discovering it, including emotions and 
intuition” (Erickson, Postmodernizing 
the Faith, Baker).

This leads to an acceptance of the 
political agenda of language. For ex-
ample, politicians following a postmod-
ern approach “may well play fast and 
loose with the truth (since there is no 
truth); alter what they say according to 
their audiences (since each group has 
its own reality); and do everything they 
can to advance their group’s agenda 
and crush their opponents (since there 
are no ideals beyond . . . pragmatism 

Postmodernism and the Bible
R. LaRRy OveRstReet
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and no values beyond power)” (Veith).
(7) Postmodern people common-

ly accept that religious inclusivism is 
good. They may frequently change 
religious beliefs, assuming that each 
religion is as valid as any other. 

(8) Postmodernism commonly de-
nies all attempts to identify or advo-
cate absolute truth. Instead, there is an 
emphasis upon relativism. Truth can-
not be viewed in just one way. Truth 
must be seen from diverse, even con-
tradictory, viewpoints. A May 29, 2016 
report of a Barna survey demonstrated 
that a majority of Americans believe 
that “knowing what is right or wrong is 
a matter of personal experience,” and 
that “whatever is right for your life or 
works best for you is the only truth you 
can know” (“US Barna Survey: Good-
bye absolutes, hello new morality,” 
www.onenewsnow.com). Postmodern-
ism questions all “truths,” including 
those to which Bible believers adhere. 

In contrast to postmodern ideas, we 
who accept the Bible as God’s iner-
rant Word have a core of beliefs when 
it comes to the subject of “truth.” Nine 
particular areas are critical to this con-
sideration.

(1) We believe God is truth. In His 
high priestly prayer, Jesus said, “And 
this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent” (John 
17:3). Eternal life centers in a knowl-
edge of the true God and no one else.

(2) We believe God’s Word is truth. 
Jesus also prayed, “I have given them 
thy word” (John 17:14), and “Sancti-
fy them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth” (17:17). God’s Word is truth in 
its totality and its individuality, and it is 
what sanctifies His followers.

(3) We believe Christ is truth. “Jesus 
saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, 
and the life: no man cometh unto the Fa-
ther, but by me” (John 14:6). Jesus is the 
“way” only because He is the “truth.” 
Jesus is the “source of truth, or he who 

originates and communicates truth for 
the salvation of men. Truth is a repre-
sentation of things as they are” (Barnes, 
Notes on the New Testament, Baker).

(4) We believe the Holy Spirit is 
truth. Jesus said, “Howbeit when he, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth” (John 16:13).

(5) We believe the gospel is truth (Col. 
1:3-6). The gospel is free from all error 
and heresy. That true gospel is found 
only in the Bible, and it also is the truth.

(6) We believe those who believe 
the truth of God in Christ as revealed 
in the gospel should walk in it. The 
Apostle John wrote, “For I rejoiced 
greatly, when the brethren came and 
testified of the truth that is in thee, even 
as thou walkest in the truth. I have no 
greater joy than to hear that my chil-
dren walk in truth” (III John 1:3–4). To 
walk in truth means that believers fully 
adhere to it in their daily lives.

(7) We believe God wants us to han-
dle the truth correctly: “Study to shew 
thyself approved unto God, a work-
man that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth”  
(II Tim. 2:15). 

(8) We believe that the church is the 
“pillar and ground of the truth,” as Paul 
reminded Timothy (I Tim. 3:15). A “pil-
lar” is that which supports or represents 
something. The “ground” is a bulwark 
or defense. The church is to call atten-
tion to the truth and to defend it.

(9) We believe that some oppose 
the truth (II Tim. 3:8). Our responsibil-
ity in the face of such opposition is to 
continue the faithful proclamation of 
God’s truth (cf. 3:14–4:5).

These nine areas of truth stand di-
ametrically opposed to the ideas of 
postmodernism. We must stand on 
God’s Word. We must also confidently 
present His Word to others that they 
may come to know the God of truth 
and have eternal life in His Son. God’s 
true revelation in His Word remains our 
foundation for faith.
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NOTES

JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of 
him, and cried, saying, This was he of 
whom I spake, He that cometh after 
me is preferred before me: for he was 
before me.

16 And of his fulness have all 
we received, and grace for grace.

17 For the law was given by  
Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.

18 No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him.

19 And this is the record of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
Who art thou?

20 And he confessed, and de-
nied not; but confessed, I am not 
the Christ.

21 And they asked him, What 
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, 
I am not. Art thou that prophet? And 
he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him, 
Who art thou? that we may give an 
answer to them that sent us. What 
sayest thou of thyself?

23 He said, I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said 
the prophet Esaias.

24 And they which were sent 
were of the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said 
unto him, Why baptizest thou then, 
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, 
neither that prophet?

26 John answered them, say-
ing, I baptize with water: but there 
standeth one among you, whom 
ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after 
me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 
unloose.

28 These things were done in 
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 6, 2020 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT



6

Lesson Exposition
Who are you? That is a question we 

frequently hear asked. We commonly 
identify ourselves by name and per-
haps also by occupation. You may have 
additionally experienced someone ap-
proaching you and saying something 
like, “Aren’t you . . . ?” Sometimes that 
person may have your identity correct, 
but often that is not the case.

We find such a situation in today’s 
lesson as Jewish religious leaders ap-
proached John the Baptist. They de-
sired to know who he was. His answer 
was a forceful testimony for Jesus, the 
One in whom all should believe.

BELIEVE IN JESUS BECAUSE OF 
JOHN’S DECLARATION— 
John 1:15-18

Since John was born about six 
months before Jesus (cf. Luke 1:36), 
how could John say Jesus was “be-
fore me” (John 1:15)? By these words 
John was pointing to Jesus’ eternal 
preexistence.

The words of John the Baptist end 
at verse 15, but the Apostle John 
expanded on his words in verses 16 
through 18. Because of who Jesus is, 
“all we” believers have full access to 

God’s unending supply of grace. In Je-
sus Christ, believers discover the full 
revelation of God’s grace and truth, 
which was only partially revealed in 
the Old Testament.

Not only is God’s grace and truth ful-
ly revealed in Jesus, but believers also 
grasp the fuller revelation of God the 
Father in Jesus. In the Old Testament 
worship in the tabernacle and temple, 
only the high priest could enter God’s 
presence, and only once a year. In the 
incarnation of Christ, God’s unique 
Son, however, all can see the revelation 
of the Father. All should believe in Him.

BELIEVE IN JESUS BECAUSE OF 
JOHN’S TESTIMONY—John 1:19-28

Not only did John the Baptist present 
a clear declaration of Jesus, but his own 
testimony further called his listeners to 
believe in Him. This is where the religious 
leaders asked John, “Who art thou?” (vs. 
19). John’s bold preaching and practice 
of baptizing Jews had gained the atten-
tion of the Jewish leaders.

John pointedly responded to his 
questioners, saying, “I am not the 
Christ” (vs. 20). Imagine asking a man, 
“Who are you?” and he responds, “I 

The Testimony of John
Lesson Text: John 1:15-28 

Related Scriptures: Isaiah 40:3-5; John 3:22-30; 5:31-40;  
Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:7-14

TIME: a.d. 26 PLACE: east of Jordan River

GOLDEN TEXT—“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).


	YCWI20_21-cover
	YCWI20_21

