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The Quarter Ahead
This quarter’s lessons will focus on 

understanding, responding to, and 
entering God’s kingdom. The opening 
four lessons form a unit that focuses 
on understanding the nature of God’s 
kingdom. Three of the lessons are from 
Matthew’s Gospel, while lesson three is 
from Mark’s Gospel. 

Our first lesson is taken from Mat-
thew’s account of Jesus’ Beatitudes. 
In the Beatitudes, the essential princi-
ples of the secular world are reversed; 
they thus seem alien to most of us, 
as our thinking is often worldly. In our 
second lesson, again from Matthew’s 
account of Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount, we will see that Jesus came to 
establish a kingdom of righteousness 
that perfectly fulfills God’s law. In the 
third lesson, from Mark chapters 3 and 
6, we will see how God’s kingdom is a 
reality that is to be proclaimed; its vic-
tory over the kingdoms of this world is 
assured. Our fourth lesson examines 
three of Jesus’ parables about how 
God’s kingdom grows and expands 
throughout the world.

Lessons 5 through 10 form our sec-
ond unit, which examines how we are 
to respond to God’s kingdom. Les-
son 5 is taken from Luke’s account of  
Jesus’ model prayer. The Lord’s Prayer 
sets an example for us about the pri-
orities of God’s kingdom; it is the en-
treaty for God’s kingdom to come and 
transform this sinful, sin-cursed world 
into a world of perfect righteousness 
and holiness. Lesson 6 deals with 
Luke’s account of Jesus’ teachings 
about proper humility. God exalts the 
humble, but He will humiliate those 

who exalt themselves. 
Lesson 7 deals with Jesus’ story of 

the rich man and the beggar, Lazarus. 
It affirms that the witness of the Scrip-
tures is sufficient to engender saving 
faith; those who reject their witness 
would also reject even the greatest of 
miracles. Lesson 8 examines Jesus’ 
parable of the sheep and the goats. 
Those who minister to the needy min-
ister to the Lord Jesus Himself. 

Lesson 9 deals with the purpose of 
Jesus’ usage of parables and what it 
takes to understand their true mean-
ing. Lesson 10 examines the roles of 
forgiveness in the Christian life; if our 
sins are truly forgiven by God, we will 
in turn be merciful and forgiving to-
ward those who wrong us.

Our third and final unit of study for 
this quarter focuses on entering God’s 
kingdom. God restores the lost, re-
wards us justly, and honors the hum-
ble over the proud.

Lesson 11 presents Jesus’ para-
ble of the prodigal son. God delights 
in welcoming the repentant sinner 
into His kingdom, no matter how far 
he has strayed from Him in the past. 
Lesson 12 examines Jesus’ parable 
of the vineyard workers. God rewards 
all His servants generously. Lesson 13 
deals with Jesus’ story of the Pharisee 
and the publican. Those who trust in 
their own righteousness will be con-
demned; but those who call upon the 
Lord for mercy will be saved.

May God bless you with abundant 
life through this quarter’s lesson from 
His Word.

—John Lody.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Jesus proclaimed, “Upon this rock 
I will build my church; and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it” 
(Matt. 16:18). This is the first of over 
a hundred occurrences of the word 
“church” in the New Testament. It 
establishes the church’s mission to 
storm the gates of hell, rescuing the 
souls of those lost in sin from the 
clutches of Satan, “the accuser of our 
brethren” (Rev. 12:10). 

One day, Christ will return and estab-
lish His kingdom on earth (cf. Acts 1:9-
11; Rev. 11:15). But from His first ad-
vent until then, His kingdom on earth is 
in the hearts of sinners saved by grace 
(cf. Luke 17:20-21; I Cor. 6:19-20; I Pet. 
2:5) and in heaven among the souls 
of believers who have died (cf. Heb. 
12:22-23; Rev. 6:9-11). His kingdom 
established in the hearts of believers 
is known as the “church militant” and 
His kingdom among the believers who 
have died is known as the “church tri-
umphant.” 

The church militant does not use 
physical weapons, nor does it wage 
physical warfare (cf. Eph. 6:12;  
II Cor. 10:3-5); rather, both its weapons 
and its adversaries are spiritual. Its 
main weapons for the furtherance of 
Christ’s kingdom are the saving gos-
pel of Christ and prayers. Since the 
church triumphant is before Christ’s 
own presence in heaven, we know 
much less about it, but we do know 
that the souls there worship Christ and 
pray for the victory of His kingdom and 
the hastening of His return in glory (cf. 
Rev. 6:9-11).

The first principle of God’s kingdom 
that we need to learn and remember 

The Greatness of God’s Kingdom
John Lody

is that it is a spiritual kingdom. This 
should never be construed to mean 
that it is somehow less real than any 
earthly kingdom. Nor should we ever 
assume that its being spiritual makes 
it somehow less important than any-
thing that exists materially. This is a 
common misapprehension among 
many Christians today; it is nothing 
more than worldly thinking, and it is 
detrimental to the essential priorities 
of the Christian life. 

In actuality, the exact opposite is 
true. As Paul wrote, “We look not at 
the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen: for the 
things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are 
eternal” (II Cor. 4:18; cf. Heb. 11:3). The 
entire material realm was created from 
nothing and is even now sustained by 
God alone, who is a sovereign, invisi-
ble Spirit (cf. John 4:24; Col. 1:15-17; 
I Tim. 1:17). Without God’s constant 
sustaining spiritual power, the material 
world would cease to exist.

Since spiritual power holds suprem-
acy over the material world, God’s 
kingdom derives its power from the 
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Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 
Trinity. He is the saving power behind 
the gospel as it is preached. It is He 
who draws the hearts of sinners to 
saving faith and repentance. It is He 
who indwells the church, the body and 
bride of Christ. Moreover, He Himself 
indwells each individual believer. He 
makes both the church and each in-
dividual Christian the temple of God. It 
is the Holy Spirit’s power that guides, 
directs, and sanctifies both the church 
and each Christian’s life.

It is the saving, sanctifying power of 
the Holy Spirit that drives the progress 
of God’s kingdom to its triumphant 
consummation. He calls pastors, 
teachers, elders, deacons, and others 
as servants of Christ to build up God’s 
kingdom. He calls missionaries to  
carry the gospel to the ends of the 
earth. One day the full number of God’s 
elect will enter His kingdom, and the 
kingdoms of this world will “become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
ever” (Rev. 11:15).

The greatness of God’s kingdom 
is that it does not conquer through 
violence or military force. It fights 
not against flesh and blood, but 
against the spiritual powers of sin, 
wickedness, and injustice that have 
corrupted God’s good and holy cre-
ation. It conquers through God’s 
love for lost sinners as demon-
strated by Jesus Christ when He 
sacrificed Himself to save them. 
It conquers by bringing new life to 
those who were dead in their sins 
and making them into saints by the 
power of God’s Holy Spirit. Though 
we see evidence of the Holy Spirit’s 
work in the world, it is the salvation 
of souls that brings God the greatest 
pleasure. Through faith, God’s king-
dom overcomes the world (cf. John 
16:33; I John 5:4-5)!

In closing, I would challenge you to 

read and meditate upon the words of 
the great old hymn, “The Church’s One 
Foundation”, by Samuel J. Stone. it 
presents an accurate and heart-moving 
picture of Christ’s church as His bride 
and kingdom. Let us take a closer look 
at this hymn and see how it squares 
beautifully with what we have seen of 
the teachings of Scripture.

The opening line of the hymn de-
clares, “The Church’s one foundation is 
Jesus Christ her Lord.” The first verse 
goes on to celebrate the fact that the 
Church was purchased through the 
sacrifice of Christ.

Because of what Christ has done for 
his people, they enjoy a wonderful uni-
ty. Stone’s hymn memorably sets forth 
that unity, referring to the Church’s 
“charter of salvation, one Lord, one 
faith, one birth.” He further declares 
that “one holy Name she blesses, 
partakes one holy food. And to one 
hope she presses, with every grace 
endued.”

The unity the Church enjoys among 
her members is due to her unity with 
the triune God. The spiritual relation-
ship of God’s people extends not only 
all over the world but through all of 
time as well. This is the sense in which 
the hymn refers to the “mystic sweet 
communion” that believers even now 
enjoy with those saints who have al-
ready died—not, of course, in any 
occult or visible way, but rather in the 
sure hope that we will one day enjoy 
fellowship in the eternal kingdom of 
God with all true believers.

“The Church’s One Foundation’ was 
written in a time of theological contro-
versy concerning the reliability of the 
Scriptures and the fundamental truths 
it contains. Such controversies con-
tinue today.  Samuel Stone wrote with 
the confidence that God’s church and 
kingdom would remain intact. We share 
in that confidence because Christ is the 
Rock upon which it is built.
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NOTES

MATT. 5:1 And seeing the multi-
tudes, he went up into a mountain: 
and when he was set, his disciples 
came unto him:

2 And he opened his mouth, 
and taught them, saying,

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are they that mourn: 
for they shall be comforted.

5 Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth.

6 Blessed are they which do 
hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled.

7 Blessed are the merciful: for 
they shall obtain mercy.

8 Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God.

9 Blessed are the peacemakers: 
for they shall be called the children 
of God.

10 Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.

11 Blessed are ye, when men shall 
revile you, and persecute you, and 
shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely, for my sake.

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding 
glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they 
the prophets which were before 
you.

13 Ye are the salt of the earth: 
but if the salt have lost his savour, 
wherewith shall it be salted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men.

14 Ye are the light of the world. 
A city that is set on an hill cannot 
be hid.

15 Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a 
candlestick; and it giveth light unto 
all that are in the house.

16 Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.

LESSON 1 JUNE 4, 2023

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Lesson Exposition
We begin a new quarter of study 

with this week’s lesson. This unit fo-
cuses on Jesus’ teachings about 
God’s kingdom, and all four lessons 
come from the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark.

This week’s lesson comes from 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. In that 
great sermon, Jesus did more than 
establish moral and ethical standards 
for the kingdom of God. He wanted 
people to find true happiness. He 
taught them how to do that by having 
hearts that were right with God, not 
merely by following a set of rules and 
regulations.

HAVING A HEART FOR GOD— 
Matt. 5:1-9

Matthew did not provide the exact 
location from which Jesus delivered 
the Sermon on the Mount. It was on a 
“mountain” (vs. 1), and it is assumed 
that the location was near the Sea of 
Galilee in Jesus’ home region. Mul-
titudes of people gathered to hear 
Jesus speak. He sat down to teach 
them, as was the custom of most 
Jewish rabbis. 

Jesus began His sermon in an as-
tonishing fashion. The Beatitudes are 

beautiful literature, but when first spo-
ken they were probably alarming. Ev-
erything in them seemed to contradict 
ordinary human expectations or val-
ues. Jesus pronounced a blessing on 
the “poor in spirit” (vs. 3). To be poor 
in spirit is to have a proper recognition 
of self, to understand that the incli-
nations of the heart are not naturally 
good. The person who recognizes that 
is blessed because he will be part of 
“the kingdom of heaven.” That phrase 
indicates all the blessings and joy of 
experiencing God in one’s life.

Jesus said those who mourn are 
blessed. That seems complete-
ly wrong to the natural mind. We do 
not enjoy grief! How can a person in 
mourning be blessed? Jesus prom-
ised the blessing of comfort. God’s 
presence is experienced in the valleys 
of life as well as on the mountaintops. 
Sometimes His presence is most 
keenly felt when we sorrow over sin 
and its results. We sense, in greater 
measure than before, the parental love 
and comfort of the Heavenly Father.

Jesus then addressed the blessed-
ness of “the meek” (vs. 5). We often 
mistake meekness for weakness. They  
are not synonyms! The meek are those 

Upside-Down Kingdom
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16

Related Scriptures: Psalm 24:1-6; Isaiah 66:1-2; 
Luke 6:20-26; Hebrews 11:36-38

TIME: a.d. 28 PLACE: mountain near Capernaum

GOLDEN TEXT—“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).


