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The Quarter Ahead
It takes courage to be an outspoken 

Christian. History bears this out, as 
Christians have been among the most 
persecuted people since the inception 
of the church two thousand years ago.

Persecution continues today. Even 
in nations where religious liberty is 
constitutionally guaranteed, Christians 
are still attacked to various degrees by 
the secular media, Hollywood enter-
tainers, and even civil leaders who feel 
threatened by the gospel.

Each of our lessons this quarter 
deals with individuals who faced dan-
gerous situations but bravely stood for 
the Lord in spite of the threats against 
them. In situations that were often 
a matter of life or death, these brave 
men and women refused to compro-
mise with worldly demands of silence.

The first unit of this series deals 
with individual acts of courage. Les-
son 1 discusses how Joshua led the 
Israelites in defense of their allies, the 
Gibeonites, against an enemy of five 
kings and saw God do a great mira-
cle. In lesson 2, we see Gideon, much 
to the chagrin of his fellow townsmen, 
obey the Lord’s call to destroy the altar 
of Baal on his own father’s property.

Lesson 3 recounts Jonathan and his 
armor bearer’s bold military maneuver 
that defeated a vastly superior enemy. 
The key to their operation, as is the 
case with so many others, was their 
faith that the Lord would help and pro-
tect them. Lesson 4 discusses the oc-
casion when God sent Elijah to speak 
judgment to the wicked king Ahab for 
his murder of Naboth and the theft of 
his property.

Unit II covers individuals who did not 
cower in fear when facing threatening 
enemies. Lesson 5 concerns the Ju-
dean king Abijah, who valiantly stood 
against the stronger Israelite king Je-
roboam and defeated him with the help 
of the Lord. Lesson 6 deals with another 
king of Judah, Hezekiah, and his brave 
leadership against the strongest world 
power of his time, the feared Assyrian 
Empire. Lesson 7 describes Nehemi-
ah’s bold faith and perseverance in the 
face of severe adversity and opposition 
as he led the citizens of Jerusalem in 
rebuilding its broken-down wall and re-
fortifying the city.

Lesson 8 tells of the courage of 
Queen Esther, who was called on to 
go before her king and defend her 
people. Lesson 9 is about Jeremiah, 
who boldly proclaimed God’s mes-
sage even when his audience de-
manded his death. Lesson 10 tells 
how three young men uncompro-
misingly stood up for the Lord even 
though it meant possible facing death 
at the hands of a ruthless king.

Unit III turns to the New Testament 
and looks at some examples of those 
who took a public stand for Jesus 
Christ. Lesson 11 focuses on how Je-
sus commended the faith of John the 
Baptist even as John was in prison. In 
lesson 12, we study Peter and John’s 
refusal to be intimidated by the highest 
court of their time. Lesson 13 closes 
the quarter and deals with the Apos-
tle Paul standing before an angry mob 
who demanded he be executed for 
crimes he did not commit.

—Robert Ferguson, Jr.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Millions upon millions of Christians 
are persecuted for their faith around 
the world. Innocent people are tortured, 
imprisoned, ripped from their families, 
and killed simply because they wor-
ship Jesus Christ. In some areas of the 
world, crucial practices of the Christian 
faith such as prayer and baptism are 
considered capital offenses.

According to Open Doors, a minis-
try that serves persecuted Christians 
around the globe, some 245 million 
Christians face high levels of perse-
cution. For every nine Christians in the 
world, one faces severe persecution 
(www.opendoorsusa.org/christian- 
persecution/).

Even Christians in the United States 
and other Western nations suffer at-
tacks, albeit of a different kind. Follow-
ers of Jesus Christ are often harassed, 
ridiculed, and bullied for their beliefs 
and for failing to embrace the world’s 
rhetoric and views. Unless we give our 
full approval to practices that contradict 
Scripture and violate our consciences, 
we face public humiliation, rejection, 
and extreme harassment.

Considering how often the word “tol-
erance” is thrown around, it is amazing 
how little tolerance there is for Chris-
tians who dare to go against the grain 
of popular opinion. The world will toler-
ate only those who agree with them. A  
gospel-believing, Spirit-filled Christian 
who is vocal about his or her faith will 
never be among those who are tolerated 
by the evil world system we live in.

Jesus said that the world hates us 
because it hated Him first. If we were of 
the world, the world would love us be-
cause we belonged to them. However, 
since Christ has chosen us out of the 

Courageous Faith
Robert Ferguson, Jr.

world, the world hates us and therefore 
rejects us. A servant is not greater than 
his master. If the world hated Jesus, the 
world will also hate us. They hate us 
because we publicly proclaim the name 
of Jesus without hesitation or apology. 
The reason they hate Christ is because 
they do not know Him, nor do they 
want to know Him (cf. John 15:18-21).

Christian persecution is a very harsh 
reality. Persecution is not the same in 
every part of the world, but it is very 
real nonetheless. The Apostle Paul 
tells us, “All that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution” (II Tim. 
3:12). How should we handle the in-
evitable persecution that is coming 
our way? Peter says, “Beloved, think 
it not strange concerning the fiery tri-
al which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: but 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory 
shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
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with exceeding joy” (I Pet. 4:12-13).
The point is that persecution is sure 

to come to Christians. We should not 
be caught off guard, nor should we be 
distraught about it. Do not expect the 
world to give you a standing ovation 
when you do a kind deed in the name 
of Jesus Christ, no matter how com-
mendable it may be. The world hates 
the One you represent, and they will 
hate you for representing Him.

What the Lord desires is Spirit-filled 
believers who will stand up in the face 
of persecution and proclaim the gos-
pel even though it may bring them 
harm in various degrees. Are you will-
ing to be ridiculed and harassed for 
standing up for your faith? Are you 
willing to lay down your life for Christ 
if He calls you to do so?

The faith required to serve Christ is a 
courageous faith. We may not think we 
have what it takes, but Christ will work 
in us to help us stand when we feel 
like all we can do is fall. Throughout 
the pages of Scripture, we find follow-
ers of the Lord subjected to all kinds of 
verbal threats, public humiliation, and 
physical punishments for standing for 
the Lord and against the wickedness 
surrounding them.

These men and women are exam-
ples for us, who also are surrounded by 
the wickedness of the world (and even 
the wickedness that is in us that likes 
to rear its ugly head). We too can stand 
courageously for the Lord, because one 
theme remains true in Scripture and in 
our lives today: Jesus never leaves us, 
and He never forsakes us (Heb. 13:5).

The same God who protected men 
and women in the Bible is the same 
God who protects you and me today. 
He has never lost a battle, and He can 
never be defeated. Those who love and 
trust Him are assured of His protection 
and provision, even if they are unaware 
of it at any given time. God will not call 
you to stand for Him and then abandon 
you when you obey Him.

God’s people face a great deal of trou-
ble in the world, but Jesus said that He 
has overcome the world, so we should 
be cheerful (cf. John 16:33). The world 
that stands opposed to us can roar 
very loudly, but it has no bite. Satan is 
like a roaring lion seeking whom he may 
devour (I Pet. 5:8), but we do not have 
to be afraid of that nasty old lion be-
cause Jesus defanged him on the cross!  
Jesus disarmed the demonic powers 
that stand against us (cf. Col. 2:15), so 
we have no reason to fear them.

Being a Christian means you are go-
ing to have to give up any desire you 
may have had for worldly popularity. You 
cannot straddle the fence between righ-
teousness and evil. You must choose 
which side you want to be on, and it 
is important to make this choice with 
the full knowledge that Satan is going 
to hate you and oppose you if you live 
righteously. We should not fear Satan, 
though, because he has been defeated.

We are transformed by the resurrect-
ed Jesus Christ just as the apostles were 
two thousand years ago. They were not 
always a courageous group of brave 
warriors for the Lord. The night Jesus 
was arrested, they all deserted Him and 
ran away in fear (cf. Matt. 26:56).

What changed them into a group 
who stood up to the powers of their 
time? It was the truth that Christ had 
conquered death on their behalf and 
been raised from the dead. Therefore, 
they had nothing to fear. After all, death 
was the thing they feared the most, and 
it had been defeated by Jesus.

The One who raised Christ from the 
dead is the same One who will raise 
you and me and bring us into the pres-
ence of the Lord (II Cor. 4:14). God 
raised the Lord Jesus from the dead, 
and He will do the same for us (I Cor. 
6:14). Why should we be afraid of any-
one on earth if the Lord of glory has 
already overcome our greatest fears? 
Be courageous because the Lord is 
with you and will never leave you.
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JOSH. 10:1 Now it came to pass, 
when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, 
and had utterly destroyed it; as he had 
done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace 
with Israel, and were among them;  

2 That they feared greatly, be-
cause Gibeon was a great city, as 
one of the royal cities, and because 
it was greater than Ai, and all the 
men thereof were mighty. 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of 
Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of 
Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jar-
muth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, 
and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, 
that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath 
made peace with Joshua and with 
the children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the 
Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, 
the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themselves together, and 
went up, they and all their hosts, and 
encamped before Gibeon, and made 
war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent 
unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, 
saying, Slack not thy hand from thy 
servants; come up to us quickly, 
and save us, and help us: for all the 
kings of the Amorites that dwell 
in the mountains are gathered to-
gether against us. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, 
he, and all the people of war with him, 
and all the mighty men of valour.

8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, 
Fear them not: for I have delivered 
them into thine hand; there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all 
night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited 
them before Israel, and slew them 
with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
and chased them along the way that 
goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote 
them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled 
from before Israel, and were in the go-
ing down to Beth-horon, that the Lord 
cast down great stones from heav-
en upon them unto Azekah, and they 
died: they were more which died with 
hailstones than they whom the children 
of Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the 
Lord in the day when the Lord de-
livered up the Amorites before the 
children of Israel, and he said in the 
sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still 
upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, in 
the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their en-
emies. Is not this written in the book 
of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: 
for the Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all  
Israel with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

LESSON 1 JUNE 6, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Lesson Exposition
Sometimes we feel completely alone 

and helpless, but you are never with-
out help if you are a Christian. This is 
because Jesus has promised to never 
leave or forsake you (cf. Heb. 13:5), 
even in times of trouble and when the 
battle you face seems insurmountable. 
God works in His people, and He is 
there when His children call on Him.

FIVE KINGS ATTACK GIBEON—
Josh. 10:1-5

Israel faced another daunting ene-
my in the five-nation federation led by 
King Adoni-zedec of Jerusalem. During 
Joshua’s time, Jerusalem was a pagan 
city led by a king who did not worship 
God or respect His people. In a mar-
velous display of authority over natural 
forces and events, God delivered Israel 
and Gibeon, giving them victory they 
would not have had on their own.

When the Gibeonites heard that God 
had delivered the Israelites from Egypt 
and given them victory at Jericho and 
Ai, they devised a clever scheme that 
brought them under Israel’s protection 
(9:3-27).

Word spread throughout Canaan 
about the exploits God had done for 
Israel, and rival kings certainly took 
notice. The king of Jerusalem was 
one of them. With Gibeon on their 
side, the Israelites were an even more 
formidable threat.

Adoni-zedec, king of Jerusalem, 
knew he could not take Israel on by 
himself. Instead of attempting to es-
tablish peaceful relations with them, 
however, he decided to build a coali-
tion to fight against the Gibeonites.

Now that Gibeon had enlisted the 
help of Israel, Adoni-zedec felt very 
threatened. Israel had control of Ai and 
Gibeon and therefore was in a position 
to dominate the central part of Canaan 
and the major highways of that re-
gion. Adoni-zedec called on Hoham of  
Hebron, Piram of Jarmuth, Japhia of 
Lachish, and Debir of Eglon to come 
to his aid and defeat the Gibeonites in 
order to reestablish their dominance of 
the region.

Once these four kings agreed to ally 
themselves with Adoni-zedec, they 
gathered to make war against Gibeon. 

Joshua Commands the  
Sun to Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15 

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:5-9; 23:1-13; Isaiah 38:4-8; 60:19-22

TIME: between 1405-1398 b.c. PLACES: Gilgal; Gibeon

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).


