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The Quarter Ahead
This quarter surveys Paul’s instruc-

tions to the Corinthian believers through-
out two letters. Unit 1 gleans passages 
from I Corinthians, in which Paul offered 
a number of rebukes and exhortations 
to the believers there. Paul’s first let-
ter was well received by its recipients, 
opening the door for a follow-up letter 
that comforted the Corinthians and pre-
pared them to deal with false teachers. 

Unit 2 investigates several passages 
from II Corinthians. In difficulty, in com-
fort, and in pending confrontation, Paul 
always directed the Corinthians’ atten-
tion to Christ as their sole source of 
righteousness, hope, and fellowship.

Lesson 1 offers instruction to a di-
vided congregation. Paul pointed out 
the ground of true believers’ fellow-
ship and the unity they should seek 
in Christ. Despite their faults, they 
could rest in the same righteousness 
in Christ and await the same perfec-
tion with Him in glory. In lesson 2, Paul 
identified true wisdom as opposed to 
worldly wisdom. Christ is the wisdom 
of God, and His Word serves as the 
source of the believer’s wisdom. 

The third lesson moves to Christ 
as the foundation of our faith. True  
gospel preaching lays Christ as the sure 
foundation; any other foundation is no 
gospel at all. We must be sure that only 
Christ-honoring doctrines are built upon 
the true foundation. Lesson 4 examines 
the believer’s union with Christ. In Christ, 
he has liberty, but grace and gratitude 
stir him to use that liberty for Christ’s 
glory. Lesson 5 addresses the believer’s 
liberty in light of weaker brethren. Chris-
tian liberty comes with the responsibility 
to serve God and others, along with tak-

ing care not to do spiritual harm. 
A look at the Lord’s Supper comes 

in lesson 6. In Corinth, the ordinance 
had turned into a feast of revelry. It 
was intended to be about Christ, but 
the Corinthians had made it very much 
about themselves. The final lesson in 
unit 1, lesson 7, attests to the resur-
rection of Christ. While some in Paul’s 
time had personally witnessed the res-
urrected Christ, believers today have 
the sure testimony of God’s Word, the 
Bible, that Christ lives.

Unit 2 begins by setting forth the 
God of comfort. The trials of believers 
have a divine purpose, and God com-
forts His people in times of difficulty. 
Citing his own trials, Paul encouraged 
prayers for suffering Christians. Les-
son 9 celebrates the new covenant by 
noting God’s glory in His mercy to sin-
ners. That mercy shone forth from Cal-
vary, where Christ offered Himself on 
behalf of all those who would trust in 
Him. Lesson 10 focuses the believer’s 
attention on the heavenly dwelling that 
awaits him after his earthly pilgrimage. 

Lesson 11 views the believer’s life 
in this world as an ambassador for 
Christ. Christians are motivated by His 
love for us, whereby He offered Him-
self as a sacrifice for sin and recon-
ciled us to God. The spiritual weapons 
of the believer’s warfare are examined 
in lesson 12. They are able to cast 
down the strongholds that exalt them-
selves against God. The quarter ends 
with an examination of Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh in lesson 13. The believer can 
glory in his infirmities, because in them 
God’s power is made known.

—Chad Skolny.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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The congregation in Corinth suffered 
from division and strife. Certain groups 
of people behaved as though they were 
better than others. Families with much 
did not share with families who had 
little. Pride often swelled in the hearts 
of the Corinthians. In I Corinthians 4:7, 
Paul asked his readers three penetrat-
ing questions: “For who maketh thee to 
differ from another? and what hast thou 
that thou didst not receive? now if thou 
didst receive it, why dost thou glory, 
as if thou hadst not received it?” They 
were questions the Corinthians needed 
to hear at that moment, and they also 
are questions well suited for believers 
in every age. Rephrased in modern lan-
guage, the questions are:
 1.  Who made you to be different 

from any other person?
 2.  What do you have that was not 

given to you?
 3.  If everything you are was given to 

you, why do you proudly flaunt it as 
if it were your own achievement?

Pride is a monster that never totally  
dies on this side of the grave. Even 
Paul, in II Corinthians 12:1-6, describes 
a struggle with pride. He laid the same 
charges against the people in I Corin-
thians 3:1-3 when he censured them 
for “envying, and strife, and divisions.” 
He basically told them that despite 
thinking they were something, apart 
from Christ they were nothing. They 
often acted just like non-Christians. 
Every believer needs to hear the same 
reminders from time to time and to face 
Paul’s questions head-on.

1. Who made you to be different from 
any other person? There is a sense in 
which believers are no different from 
others. God’s people are sinners, and 

Three Questions for Every Believer
Chad Skolny

they are never perfect on this side of 
glory. When believers fall into fornica-
tion as Samson did (cf. Judg. 16:1), or 
into adultery as David did (cf. II Sam. 
11:2-5), or into false witness as Peter 
did (cf. John 18:25-27), their sins come 
from their own hearts. In pride, believ-
ers often assiduously avoid the compa-
ny of people who might tempt them to 
sin (which is wise), but all the while los-
ing sight of the very temptations within 
their own hearts. Christ declared, “But 
those things which proceed out of the 
mouth come forth from the heart; and 
they defile the man. For out of the heart 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul-
teries, fornications, thefts, false wit-
ness, blasphemies” (Matt. 15:18-19). 

There is another sense, of course, in 
which God’s people are different from 
unbelievers. They are a “peculiar peo-
ple” (I Pet. 2:9). Believers know their 
sinfulness. They do not justify or deny 
their depravity; rather, they are moved 
to flee to God for forgiveness. As  
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David wrestled with his sin of adultery, 
his bones ached, he groaned in despair, 
and his strength left him (cf. Ps. 32:3-4). 
But when he confessed his sin to the 
Lord, he found rest. “I acknowledged 
my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have 
I not hid. I said, I will confess my trans-
gressions unto the Lord; and thou for-
gavest the iniquity of my sin” (vs. 5). 

Unbelievers can have a worldly sor-
row over the consequences of their 
sins. Anyone who finds their reputa-
tions ruined and their life in a shambles 
would sorrow for the evil decisions they 
made. But the believer is graciously 
brought to godly repentance. Like Pe-
ter, he weeps bitterly (cf. Luke 22:62) 
and longs to serve his master more 
faithfully. As the Christian acknowledg-
es his sin, he knows that any hope in 
his own righteousness is futile, and he 
walks by faith in Christ, his surety and 
substitute. For in the gospel of Christ, 
“the righteousness of God [is] revealed 
from faith to faith: as it is written, The 
just shall live by faith” (Rom. 1:17).

Who made you to be different from 
any other person? God did! For be-
lievers “were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others. But God, 
who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened us 
together with Christ, (by grace ye are 
saved;)” (Eph. 2:3-5).

2. What do you have that was not  
given to you? Everything the believ-
er gains, he receives by grace. A true 
Christian’s very faith is “not of your-
selves: it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). 
You are a child of God, but who adopted 
you into His family? You enjoy Christian 
liberty, but who redeemed you from the 
bondage of the law? For “when the ful-
ness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of sons” (Gal. 4:4-5).

To illustrate this point, say one 
Christian has an advanced degree and 
a better job than another. Who gave 
him his brains and opportunities? One 
Christian has more food, more money, 
or more cars than his neighbor. The 
believer must answer as Paul instruct-
ed the Corinthians, “But by the grace 
of God I am what I am” (I Cor. 15:10).

What do you have that was not giv-
en to you? Absolutely nothing. John 
the Baptist declared, “A man can re-
ceive nothing, except it be given him 
from heaven” (John 3:27).

3. If everything you are was given to 
you, why do you proudly flaunt it as if 
it were your own achievement? Paul 
states his final question, assuming 
that the answers to the previous ques-
tions were obvious. He had asked the 
Corinthians what they had that was 
not given to them, and he begins this 
final question by saying, “If thou didst 
receive it.” In other words, it is obvi-
ous that you have nothing that was not 
given to you by God, so what do you 
have to brag or boast about?

The Lord declared through the 
prophet Jeremiah, “Let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let 
the mighty man glory in his might, let 
not the rich man glory in his riches: but 
let him that glorieth glory in this, that 
he understandeth and knoweth me, 
that I am the Lord which exercise lov-
ingkindness, judgment, and righteous-
ness, in the earth: for in these things I 
delight, saith the Lord” (Jer. 9:23-24).

Because Christians are sinners 
saved by grace, the Christian’s battle 
with pride is as alive today as it was 
in Paul’s time, and his only hope is 
to be found in being covered by the 
righteousness of Christ. Therefore, 
flee to Christ and proclaim with David, 
“Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt 
preserve me from trouble; thou shalt 
compass me about with songs of de-
liverance” (Ps. 32:7).
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NOTES

LESSON 1 MARCH 6, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

I COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be an 
apostle of Jesus Christ through 
the will of God, and Sosthenes our 
brother,

 2 Unto the church of God which 
is at Corinth, to them that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, called to be 
saints, with all that in every place 
call upon the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord, both theirs and ours:

 3 Grace be unto you, and peace, 
from God our Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ.

 4 I thank my God always on 
your behalf, for the grace of God 
which is given you by Jesus Christ;

 5 That in every thing ye are  
enriched by him, in all utterance, and 
in all knowledge;

 6 Even as the testimony of 
Christ was confirmed in you:

 7 So that ye come behind in no 
gift; waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ:

 8 Who shall also confirm you 
unto the end, that ye may be 
blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

 9 God is faithful, by whom ye 
were called unto the fellowship of his 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

10 Now I beseech you, brethren,  
by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly  
joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto 
me of you, my brethren, by them 
which are of the house of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you.

12 Now this I say, that every 
one of you saith, I am of Paul; and 
I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and 
I of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul cru-
cified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul?

14 I thank God that I baptized 
none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;

15 Lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name.

16 And I baptized also the house-
hold of Stephanas: besides, I know 
not whether I baptized any other.
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Lesson Exposition
What is important in a friendship? 

What similar interests will lasting 
friends have? Do opposites attract? 
True and lasting fellowship and unity 
between believers will ultimately be 
rooted in Jesus Christ. Believers share 
the same hope, the same righteous-
ness, and the same peace with God—
all found in Christ. When believers’ 
eyes drift away from Christ to them-
selves and others, the result will often 
be division. Hope for growth in unity 
can only be realized in our gracious 
Lord Jesus. 

A GREETING OF FELLOWSHIP— 
I Cor. 1:1-3

It was common for Paul to begin his 
letters just as he did to the Corinthi-
ans, with an introduction and greeting. 
Though he noted that he was called by 
God to apostleship, he never flaunted 
it as a title. Never did Paul refer to him-
self as “The Apostle Paul.”

Paul spoke with authority as an 
apostle who was called and appointed 
by God Himself (cf. I Tim. 1:12; Acts 
9:15), but he used that authority to in-
struct and encourage fellow believers 

in Christ as brothers and sisters. 
Interestingly, the greeting was 

not from Paul alone, but also from   
Sosthenes, another of Paul’s broth-
ers in the Lord. This may well be the 
Sosthenes who had once ruled over 
the Jewish synagogue in Corinth (cf. 
Acts 18:17). In a time when many of 
the Jews sought to have Paul killed (cf. 
Acts 23:12), a former synagogue leader 
stood in fellowship with him. Why? Paul 
and Sosthenes shared the same Father 
(cf. John 20:17) and rejoiced in Christ 
as their Brother, Lord, and Saviour.

Their greeting was directed to those 
at Corinth who were sanctified in 
Christ Jesus. The word for one who is 
sanctified is “saint.” It literally means 
“one who is set apart.” All believers 
are saints because they have been set 
apart from the world to serve Christ. 
Later in this chapter, Paul identifies Je-
sus Christ as the believer’s “wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption” (I Cor. 1:30).

Paul’s letter would reach a Corinthian 
congregation made up largely of con-
verted Gentiles, but it was ultimately 
intended for those who “in every place 

Divisions in Corinth
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 1:1-16 

Related Scriptures: I Corinthians 10:31-33; I Corinthians 12:1-31

TIME: a.d. 55 PLACE: from Ephesus

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 
1:10).


