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The Quarter Ahead
It seems that today there are fewer 

and fewer studies being done on the 
holiness of God. Topics such as grace 
and love dominate Christian airwaves 
and literature, and these are vital  
matters. People need to hear and 
understand that God loves them and 
sent His Son Jesus to die for their sins. 
We need to preach grace because it is 
the means by which we are saved and 
live in Christ. However, this does not 
eliminate the need for teaching on the 
holiness of God.

It is important for us to understand 
that when we approach God, we are 
coming into the presence of One who 
is flawless, perfect, and very different 
from us. He is the Lord of all creation, 
while we are merely part of that cre-
ation. Over the next thirteen weeks, we 
are going to study the holiness of God, 
and hopefully you will gain a whole new 
understanding of who God is.

In the first unit, we will begin to learn 
about the holiness of God. Taking our 
lessons from the book of Leviticus, 
we will see that being in the presence 
of God is an awesome privilege that 
should always be taken seriously.

Lesson 1 will cover the ordination of 
Aaron and his sons into the priesthood, 
where they would represent the people 
before God. In lesson 2, it is made ap-
parent to the people that God is not to 
be dealt with casually, since two priests 
die instantly when they disobey His 
commands concerning proper worship.

The Day of Atonement, one of the 
most sacred days of the Jewish calen-
dar, is the topic of lesson 3. The peo-
ple’s sins needed to be atoned for, so 

a special day was instituted by God for 
this purpose. Lesson 4 deals with the 
seriousness of abusing God’s name. 
His name is holy, just as He Himself is 
holy, and His name must be held in the 
highest regard.

The second unit moves into the 
book of Numbers and discusses God’s 
faithfulness. Although God is righteous 
and holy, He is also gracious and faith-
ful to keep His promises. Lesson 5 
concerns the Israelites’ complaints 
against God for the food He provided. 
In lesson 6, God responds to the peo-
ple’s grumbling by both generously 
granting their request for meat and by 
sending plague among them.

In lesson 7, Miriam and Aaron dare 
to challenge Moses, which leads to a 
judgment upon Miriam. In lesson 8, 
Moses sends twelve spies into Ca-
naan to spy out the land.

The third unit continues in Numbers 
and reinforces the need to take God se-
riously. Lesson 9 discusses the rebellion 
of the people as they listen to the ad-
vice of ten spies who discourage them 
from taking the Promised Land as God 
had intended. In lesson 10, God hears 
Moses’ prayer to spare the nation, but 
He brings judgment upon the rebellious 
generation for their lack of trust.

Lesson 11 tells of another rebel-
lion, led by Korah, which led to a near 
mutiny by the people. Lesson 12 fol-
lows up by describing the judgment 
upon Korah and his coconspirators. 
The quarter concludes with lesson 13, 
which tells of Moses’ disobedience, a 
lapse that prevented him from entering 
the Promised Land.

—Robert Ferguson, Jr.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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One of the most overlooked charac-
teristics of God in modern biblical and 
theological teaching is His holiness. 
Much thought is given to God’s grace 
and love, and rightfully so. After all, 
God is love (I John 4:8). His love, how-
ever, does not negate the fact that He 
is holy and just.

The word “holiness” indicates sepa-
ration. God is holy in that He is sepa-
rate from the world He created. He is 
separate from the evil world system 
that dominates and controls much of 
human life. Since humans are created 
in the image of God, God calls us to be 
holy, just as He is holy (cf. Lev. 11:44-
45; I Pet. 1:15-16).

That God is perfectly holy means 
that He guards His holiness down to 
the smallest detail. Even what may 
seem trivial to us is important in the 
maintenance of His holiness. He in-
tends for His people to be holy and 
separate from the world, yet He also 
intends for them to represent Him and 
glorify Him in the world.

Scripture calls us to be a sanctify-
ing influence in the world around us. 
To have such an influence, we do not 
need to isolate ourselves from the 
world, but we must abstain from mor-
al compromise with its ways. People 
should be able to see clearly that we 

belong to Christ by the way we act, by 
the way we speak, and by the way we 
view life and the world around us.

There is no way to separate holiness 
from obedience. If we are going to be 
holy as God is holy, then we must obey 
what He says. Jesus asked, “Why call 
ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). We 
will never be like Christ if we are not 
obedient to what He has taught us in 
His Word, the Bible.

It is unpopular today to emphasize 
and expound on the holiness of God. 
God’s holiness is commonly perceived 
as too negative and oppressive for mod-
ern ears. Many people in the church 
simply do not want to hear anything that 
does not soothe them or make them 
feel happy. The holiness of God is not 
a subject that should offend a true be-
liever, however. It should rather be our 
enthusiastic desire to emulate the Lord 
in His holiness through the power of His 
sanctifying Spirit living in us.

We do one another a great service 
by holding high the truth that God is 
holy and encouraging one another to 
be holy as well. Do you want to real-
ly know God? Do you want to walk as 
closely with Him as you possibly can? 
Comprehending God’s holiness is an 
essential step in doing so.

The Holiness of God
RobeRt FeRguson, JR.
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The fact that God is holy does not 
mean that He is some big ogre in the 
sky, just waiting to squash you like a 
bug whenever you sin. Unfortunately, 
there are some preachers who com-
municate that impression. That is just 
as wrong as focusing only on God’s 
love and grace. What is needed is a 
balanced approach that emphasiz-
es God’s grace and His justice, for 
both are essential elements of His  
holiness.

God is not bent on making your life 
miserable. He loves you and wants 
good things for you. But He wants 
you to reverently honor His holiness in 
worship and in every other part of your 
life. We must not fall into the trap of 
thinking about God in merely human 
terms, since His holiness also means 
that He is in a category by Himself. 
God must be revered as God. He Him-
self is above all human expectations 
and limitations.

God is not some celestial grandfa-
ther who merely chuckles at wrong-
doings by his impish family members. 
The Lord sees and takes seriously 
everything we do. He even knows 
what is going on inside our hearts and 
minds. He knows not only our actions 
but also all the motives and causes 
behind those actions. This should be a 
very humbling realization, for it means 
that we get away with absolutely noth-
ing! Thus, it is wise to confess our sins 
to Him so that we may be cleansed of 
our unrighteousness instead of pre-
tending we can hide our sins from Him  
(cf. I John 1:9).

This is not to say that we are saved 
by being holy. Doing good works does 
nothing to obtain or maintain one’s sal-
vation. We are saved by grace through 
faith, both of which are free gifts of God 
(cf. Eph. 2:8-9). Being holy, however, is 
something that we are to strive for once 
we are saved. It should be the desire of 
our hearts to be holy like our Lord.

Unbelievers will never understand 

this type of desire, nor can they. But 
those who put their faith in Christ are 
changed by the Holy Spirit and have a 
newfound love for Christ and a longing 
to be like Him. Being holy is no longer 
seen by them as drudgery to avoid 
whenever possible, but rather as a priv-
ilege to strive after by the grace of God.

God’s holiness cannot be compro-
mised. As we will see throughout this 
quarter, God will not shy away from 
judging people who dare to dishon-
or His holiness. But He also spares 
those who truly repent from their sins. 
God is neither unjust in His punish-
ment of sinners, nor is He is under 
any obligation to save or forgive any-
one. He does so because He sover-
eignly chooses to show His love, not 
because anything requires Him to do 
so.

God’s love and God’s holiness in no 
way conflict with each other. In fact, 
they are intricately connected to each 
other. Both demand that He punish 
sin. While His holiness prevents Him 
from tolerating sin (cf. Hab. 1:13), His 
love compels Him to maintain justice 
in the world and to discipline His cov-
enant people so that they reflect His 
holiness.

The writer of Hebrews tells us, “My 
son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor faint when thou art 
rebuked of him: For whom the Lord 
loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. If ye en-
dure chastening, God dealeth with you 
as with sons; for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not? But if ye be 
without chastisement, whereof all are 
partakers, then are ye bastards, and 
not sons” (12:5-8).

As we approach this unit of study, 
let us all seek to understand God’s ho-
liness in a deeper way than ever be-
fore. The writer of Hebrews again ad-
monishes each of us to strive toward 
holiness, “without which no man shall 
see the Lord” (12:14).
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NOTES

LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

LEV. 8:1 And the LoRd spake unto 
Moses, saying,

 2 Take Aaron and his sons with 
him, and the garments, and the 
anointing oil, and a bullock for the 
sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread;

 3 And gather thou all the congre-
gation together unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.

 4 And Moses did as the Lord 
commanded him; and the as-
sembly was gathered together 
unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation.

 5 And Moses said unto the con-
gregation, This is the thing which the 
LoRd commanded to be done.

 6 And Moses brought Aaron 
and his sons, and washed them 
with water.

 7 And he put upon him the coat, 
and girded him with the girdle, and 
clothed him with the robe, and put 
the ephod upon him, and he gird-
ed him with the curious girdle of 

the ephod, and bound it unto him 
therewith.

 8 And he put the breastplate 
upon him: also he put in the breast-
plate the Urim and the Thummim.

 9 And he put the mitre upon 
his head; also upon the mitre, even 
upon his forefront, did he put the 
golden plate, the holy crown; as the 
LoRd commanded Moses.

10 And Moses took the anoint-
ing oil, and anointed the taber- 
nacle and all that was therein, and 
sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon 
the altar seven times, and anointed 
the altar and all his vessels, both the 
laver and his foot, to sanctify them.

12 And he poured of the anoint-
ing oil upon Aaron’s head, and 
anointed him, to sanctify him.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s 
sons, and put coats upon them, 
and girded them with girdles, and 
put bonnets upon them; as the 
LoRd commanded Moses.
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Lesson Exposition
Has anyone ever offered you some-

thing that you did not want? Some-
thing that might have even been of-
fensive? This often happens when we 
worship the Lord without understand-
ing His holiness. We end up offering 
Him things that may make us feel 
good, but He has not asked for them 
and is not pleased by them!

CALLED BY THE LORD—Lev. 8:1-4
God calls for Aaron and his sons 

(Lev. 8:1-2). One of the greatest prob-
lems that humans face is that we are 
sinful, while God is holy. Sinful humans 
cannot approach a holy God on their 
own but must have someone repre-
sent them. In order to come to God, 
we must have a representative to go 
on our behalf. For people in Old Testa-
ment times, God’s answer to this pre-
dicament was the priesthood.

Since Aaron and his sons were 
also sinners themselves, they had to 
be made holy if they were going to 
serve as priests between the people 
and God.

A public ceremony (Lev. 8:3-4). 
Moses set Aaron and his sons before 
the entire assembly at the entrance of 
the tabernacle. The ceremony to fol-
low was to be in a public, not private, 
setting. The people needed to see 
who their priests were and that God 
had designated them for this office.

PREPARED BY THE LORD— 
Lev. 8:5-9

The commandment of the Lord 
(Lev. 8:5). Once the people were gath-
ered at the entrance of the tabernacle, 
Moses declared to them that the cere-
mony had been commanded by God. 
Aaron was not chosen by Moses, and 
it was not because they were brothers 
that he was picked. He was sover-
eignly chosen by God. Moses had no 
say in the matter.

The cleansing of the priests (Lev. 
8:6). The first act of the ceremony was 
the washing, or cleansing, of Aaron 
and his sons. Aaron and his sons were 
washed bodily with water by Moses 
himself before the gathered assem-

Ordination of Aaron  
and His Sons

Lesson Text: Leviticus 8:1-13 

Related Scriptures: Exodus 29:1-37; Hebrews 10:19-25; Acts 22:14-16

TIME: about 1445 b.c. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” 
(Hebrews 10:22).


