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The Weeks Ahead
A study of the Gospel of John com-

bined with the events at the birth of 
Christ reminds us of the reason for 
which Christ came to earth. Though 
she had great joy, Jesus’ mother also 
became destined for tremendous sor-
row when she was chosen to bring the 
Messiah into the world. Jesus’ follow-
ers faced sorrow as seen in the sto-
ry of how another Mary anointed Him 
with oil in anticipation of His death. 
But all of that sorrow became triumph 
at the resurrection.

The events of the life of Christ had 
been prophesied in great detail through-
out the Old Testament. Isaiah told of the 
Messiah coming as a great Ruler, and 
the second lesson demonstrates how 
people honored Him as such during the 
triumphal entry. But Christ came to earth 
in order to die. This lesson was one He 
taught to His disciples throughout His 
ministry. This was His mission even from 
the time of His birth.

Coming to die in order to provide 
salvation shows the great humility with 
which Christ accepted the task given 
to Him by the Father. That humility 
is also revealed in lesson 4 when He 
washes the feet of His disciples—a 
task for only the lowliest of servants.

The second unit from the Gospel of 
John studies the teaching and trials 
of the life of Christ. He revealed Him-
self to His disciples as the only way 
to God, proving to them that He was 
one with God. In lesson 6, we see Him 
teaching them that He is their only 
source of spiritual life. They cannot 
bear spiritual fruit unless they have 
the life that He gives. Many of these 

teachings troubled the disciples, es-
pecially when Jesus talked about 
leaving them. But He promised that 
they could take great joy in His com-
plete mission—the resurrection and 
the provision of salvation.

Christ’s prayer for His disciples in 
lesson 8 showed them the unity they 
would experience as part of His body, 
the church, as they continued the work 
He had begun.

The final unit in this quarter demon-
strates how God takes the trials Christ 
faced and transforms them into triumph. 
Lesson 9 describes Christ’s arrest in the 
Garden of Gethsemane while revealing 
the power Christ had over those who 
had come to arrest Him. During the de-
nial by Peter in lesson 10, John focuses 
on Peter’s failure to confess Jesus’ true 
identity as God before men. 

The lies of those who falsely accused 
Jesus stand out in stark contrast with 
the truth from the lips of Christ as He 
stood before Pilate. Even in the cruci-
fixion, we see that the deity of Christ 
was revealed through the numerous 
examples of how His mission fulfilled 
the divine promises given through the 
prophets. Lesson 13 occurs after the 
resurrection. There Jesus appears to 
the disciples to teach them that their 
mission to carry the gospel throughout 
the world will be accomplished through 
the power that He alone can provide.

From beginning to end, the life and 
mission of Christ had been planned by 
the Triune God. John’s Gospel makes 
it abundantly clear that only divine 
power could have accomplished our 
salvation.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Educators have suggested that stu-
dents learn in at least four different 
ways. Some students learn best in 
a visual style. They remember what 
they see and understand concepts 
through the use of pictures and spatial 
relationships. Other students do their 
best work when their learning comes 
through an auditory channel. They 
listen and remember, oftentimes ac-
companied by musical sounds. A third 
style of learning works best with those 
who are verbal or linguistic. They learn 
by reading and writing. Then there are 
students who favor physical learning. 
When they can touch something, use 
their hands, and go through the ac-
tions, they will remember the lesson.

At the same time, teachers tend to 
favor one of these four different styles 
of teaching as well. When that hap-
pens, it is possible for someone to 
be a good teacher but not succeed 
in reaching a student whose learning 
style is different than the teacher’s 
approach. Class time is also limited. 
There may not be enough time to do a 
craft or incorporate a hands-on exer-
cise during class time.

One of the ways we can overcome 
that difficulty as teachers is to encour-
age students to undertake individual 
projects that emphasize their learning 
aptitudes. During the course of this 
quarter, consider inviting each of your 
students to choose a project that fo-
cuses on his or her learning style. You 
will need to introduce the idea early 
in the quarter so they will have am-
ple time to choose and complete their 
project outside of class.

It will not be necessary to spend 
time identifying the learning style of 
each of the students. As they consider 

the projects you suggest, they will be 
drawn to the one that fits with their in-
terests and abilities. The projects will 
also provide ways they can study the 
Word of God on their own. Bible study 
does not always have to consist of 
reading and answering questions.

A student who learns by visual 
means could be encouraged to un-
dertake one of the following projects 
while studying the book of John:

• Prepare a large map of the land 
of Israel. Identify all of the locations 
mentioned in the lessons for the quar-
ter. Use color to indicate the topo-
graphical elements such as water, 
desert, and farmland. Name the cities 
and towns, showing the relative dis-
tance between them.

• Study the biblical descriptions of 
the Fortress where Jesus stood before 
Pilate. Use a favorite medium (pencil, 
ink, paint, etc.) to prepare a scene of 
the way it might have looked on the 
day Jesus was brought to trial.

• Collect copies of classic paintings 
that artists have created to illustrate 
the stories recorded in the book of 
John. Mount them in frames and ar-
range them in order so that they show 
the progression of the life of Christ 
from His birth to the resurrection.

• Offer to film the church Christ-
mas program. If you can, use multiple 
cameras to get different angles. Edit 
the film, add creative transitions and 
titles, and provide keepsake copies 
for each family of the church.

One of your students who favors au-
ditory learning could be encouraged to 
undertake one of these projects:

• Set to music the words of Simeon 
when he first saw the Christ Child (Luke 
2:29-32).

EDITORIAL

Creating Creative Projects in Teaching



4

• Take each of the Scripture texts 
for the thirteen lessons this quarter 
and record them for listening pur-
poses. Consider asking others to join 
you to play different characters in the 
stories. Prepare the readings week 
by week so that they can be played 
in class as that particular Scripture 
lesson is studied.

• Write an instrumental composition 
reflecting the scene in the Garden of 
Gethsemane when Christ was arrest-
ed. Portray the betrayal by Judas, the 
coming of the soldiers, the attack by 
Peter on Malchus, and the confusion 
as the disciples fled from the scene.

Verbal or linguistic learners could 
choose a project like the following:

• Write a short monologue from the 
viewpoint of one of the characters in 
a lesson from John. The maid who 
questioned Peter in John 18:16-17 
might be used, or perhaps Peter him-
self when he retells the story of Christ 
and the miracle of fish on the Sea of 
Galilee. Think about the person telling 
their story to a friend and emphasize 
their personality through the words 
they use to describe their experience.

• Use descriptive words to paint a 
verbal picture of the scene of Christ 
entering Jerusalem riding a donkey 
and being lauded by those who wel-
comed Him with palm branches. This 
may take some artistic liberty, but try 
to emphasize the colors, the smells, 
and the sounds as well as the sights 
of the experience.

• Choose a Bible character from the 
book of John, and write a biography of 
that person. Use the information pro-
vided in Scripture as well as the his-
torical, cultural, and political circum-
stances during that time period.

Physical learners could engage in a 
variety of building projects:

• Build a manger scene for display 
in the yard of your church. Try to make 
it as authentic as possible based on a 
study of Scripture.

• Create a three-dimensional repli-
ca of the city of Jerusalem as it might 
have looked at the time of Christ. 
Trace the path of Jesus and His disci-
ples from the Garden of Gethsemane 
to the various places of trial and then 
to Calvary.

• Create a board game that explores 
all of the Old Testament messianic 
prophecies. Study each of the Proph-
ets to determine their revelations con-
cerning the Coming One. Winning the 
game could require the player to find 
the fulfillment of a prophecy in one of 
these three areas: the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

These are a few suggestions of 
projects that could be planned and 
designed by your students. Hearing 
these ideas could well inspire them 
to plan their own projects. Give them 
freedom to choose their own venture. 
Encourage them to plan ahead and be-
gin early in the quarter so the projects 
can all be completed by the end of the 
term. Provide sources for research and 
study, and recommend mentors who 
can guide them to success.

When completed, ask your church 
for a place to display the projects so 
that all of the members can see the 
students’ work. Consider announcing 
an evening where the congregation 
can hear the musical and oral projects 
and interact with the physical projects.

A student who has not found a proj-
ect in one of the suggested areas could 
organize this event. He or she could 
prepare and serve light refreshments. 
Involve all members of the class in the 
planning and preparation of the pub-
lic presentation. Help them see how all 
their skills and abilities, including baking 
and hospitality, can be used in various 
ways for the glory of God.

It is important for students to realize 
that God gave each of them unique tal-
ents to use for His glory. They should 
know that everyone learns differently 
and that learning can be fun!
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NOTES

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 5, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

MATT. 1:18 Now the birth of  
Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.

JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days 
before the passover came to Bethany,  
where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the 
dead.

 2 There they made him a 
supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat 
at the table with him.

 3 Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the 
house was filled with the odour of 
the ointment.

 4 Then saith one of his disci-
ples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
which should betray him,

 5 Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor?

 6 This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the bag, and 
bare what was put therein.

 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: 
against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this.

 8 For the poor always ye have 
with you; but me ye have not al-
ways.
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The accounts of Christ’s birth can-
not be separated from those of His 
death. From the very beginning God 
made the purpose for which Christ 
came to earth very evident. He was 
born in order to die. The reaction to 
this truth affected individuals in many 
different ways. 

IN AWE OF CHRIST’S MISSION—
Matt. 1:18-21

Joseph was engaged to Mary. 
They planned to one day have a 
family. But the birth of Jesus Christ 
came about in a way that complete-
ly amazed both Mary and Joseph. 
His birth was totally unique, different 
from any other birth that had ever 
taken place since the beginning of 
creation.

There are three phrases that de-
scribe this birth. The middle phrase, 
“she was found with child” (vs. 18), 
is not unusual. A woman expecting 
a child is a common occurrence. But 
the first phrase, “before they came to-
gether,” reminds us that Joseph was 
not involved in the conception of the 
child in any way. He and Mary were 
“espoused,” or betrothed. The cus-

tom of the day was to have a betroth-
al period during which the couple was 
promised to each other but not living 
together. Joseph was a righteous 
man and did not participate in an act 
of immorality. He was not the father 
of this child.

The third phrase challenges all of 
our human reasoning. This was not a 
natural birth at all; it was a supernatu-
ral birth. Jesus was conceived by “the 
Holy Ghost.” Mary was a virgin. Her 
child came from God, a totally unique 
gift to mankind. This is important be-
cause every child born into the world 
from the time of Adam and Eve had 
been born in sin. This child from God 
gave the world a man who was born 
without sin.

Joseph and Mary were perplexed 
because of the unique nature of 
Christ’s birth. But Mary would eventu-
ally come to understand the immense 
significance of this birth.

When Joseph first learned that Mary 
was expecting, it did not seem like 
good news. He faced a struggle within 
his righteous soul between his love for 
her and the demands of a holy law that 
said she should be punished for adul-

Studying the Text

Sorrow Before Triumph
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-21; John 12:1-8 

Related Scriptures: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-39

TIMES: 6 or 5 b.c.; a.d. 30 PLACES: Nazareth; Bethany

GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her” (Matthew 26:13).


