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The Weeks Ahead
During this winter quarter of study, 

we will be examining the Gospel of 
John and what it reveals about Jesus 
preparing His disciples for ministry. As 
we look at the examples of Jesus’ first 
disciples and how they were led and 
taught by the Saviour, we will be en-
couraged in our own walk with Christ.

Naturally, the first unit opens with 
the first chapter of John and the start 
of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Lesson 1 
looks at the testimony of John the 
Baptist as he declared that Jesus is 
the Christ. Lesson 2 continues the tes-
timony of John and then moves on to 
Jesus calling His first disciples. The 
third lesson features the incarnation, 
challenging us to consider at Christ-
mastime how the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us in the world He 
created. The fourth lesson highlights 
the testimony of Philip and Nathanael 
and their declaration of Jesus’ deity.

Our second unit of study involves 
miracles and teachings that define 
Jesus’ Person and ministry. They are 
crucial to a proper understanding of 
Jesus. Lesson 5 shows us how Je-
sus blessed a wedding in Cana as He 
performed His very first miracle there. 
Lesson 6 takes us to the Sea of Gali-
lee to find Jesus walking on water and 
teaching His disciples important les-
sons on faith and His deity. 

Jesus declared Himself to be the 
Bread of Life, and our seventh lesson 
of study will show how important this 
truth is in comprehending our own de-
pendency on the Messiah. The second 
unit concludes with a lesson on one of 
Jesus’ especially hard sayings, name-

ly, that salvation is found in no one 
else but Him and that He is indeed the 
Son of God.

The third and final unit of study high-
lights some of the deeper aspects of 
Christ’s ministry. The unit opens with 
Lesson 9 and Jesus’ reference to Him-
self as the Light of the World. Indeed, 
Jesus shines through the darkness of 
the world with His truth and righteous-
ness! Lesson 10 sees Jesus making a 
powerful claim to deity, even going so 
far as to bring Abraham, the venerated 
patriarch of the Jews, into the conver-
sation. 

Lesson 11 shows Jesus’ initial re-
sponse to the dire need of a desperate 
family facing the death of a loved one. 
Lesson 12 specifically addresses Je-
sus’ assurance that He provides vic-
tory over death to all who believe in 
Him. Lesson 13 then recounts Jesus’ 
miraculous raising of Lazarus from the 
dead, demonstrating His power over 
death itself and proving He has the 
final word on the resurrection of the 
dead. This lesson closes out our study 
on Jesus’ training of His disciples with 
a focus on His glory. 

Because we serve a glorious God, 
we can find supreme value and fer-
vent passion for loving and serving 
our God. Jesus’ disciples did not un-
derstand some of the basic principles 
about God incarnate. We should not 
be too quick to criticize them, how-
ever, for we too have the potential to 
miss out on what is right in front of 
us. Indeed, we serve a loving and gra-
cious God who is patient with us as we 
grow and serve Him.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Have you ever felt like you were living 
under a proverbial rock? Has important 
news or advances in technology sur-
prised you weeks or even years since 
their release? When you are trying to 
communicate with your students, it 
might be intimidating to apply scriptur-
al truth in the wake of an ever-changing 
culture filled with surprises. 

One student might be using a brand-
new smartphone. Another might have 
just started dual enrollment in college 
courses. Yet another might be asking 
you important questions related to 
events across the globe you are not 
even aware of. 

Consider three strategies you can 
employ to stay connected with your 
students and help them understand 
Scripture in light of their various gad-
gets, hobbies, and life challenges.

BE INTENTIONAL ABOUT GETTING 
TO KNOW YOUR STUDENTS 

Of course, you speak with your stu-
dents each Sunday before and after 
presenting your Sunday school lesson. 
But have you considered the content of 
your conversations and how you might 
make those conversations more profit-
able for their edification? That does not 
mean you necessarily address a spiritu-
al topic with every inquiry, but it should 
mean that you are purposeful about the 
questions you ask and what you hope to 
accomplish. Make one of those purpos-
es to know your students better.

Find out what your students do 
with their time. What are their favorite 
hobbies? Are they involved in any af-
ter-school programs? Are most of their 
families close by or far away? How 
long have they been attending your 
church? What are their plans for when 
they graduate from high school?

As you ask questions like these and 
get to know your students more, you 
will find that you are more equipped 
to present a proper application of 
Scripture and better fulfill your call 
to disciple these students. But what 
in the world does a student’s soccer 
practice have to do with better ap-
plying Scripture’s testimony of Jesus 
leading and teaching His disciples?

Keep in mind that it is not ultimately 
about soccer. A student’s hobbies and 
after-school activities are a window into 
what they worship. The way they share 
their dreams, hopes, and dedication to 
a particular thing shows what or whom 
they worship. They might be struggling 
to understand the need to use their tal-
ents or material blessings to glorify God 
rather than just to make themselves 
feel better or enjoy new experiences.

Let this growing knowledge of stu-
dents’ personal lives become a gospel 
burden as you teach them through the 
Scriptures to worship the Lord in all 
that they do.

EMBRACE AND PURSUE NOVELTY 
KNOWLEDGE 

High-school students are generally 
impressed with new things. Phones, 
tablets, computers, TVs, video games, 
cars, and books all represent ways 
students enjoy new things. “Out with 
the old, in with the new” is a phrase 
that accurately depicts some of the 
challenges your high school students 
face. Especially acute is the pressure 
to conform to the material status of 
others. High school is a place where 
something as silly as an outdated 
smartphone detracts from a student’s 
social credibility and leaves that per-
son isolated from certain peers. Fash-
ion, music, and video games often ac-

EDITORIAL

Keeping Current
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complish the same kind of separation.
Being an equipped Sunday school 

teacher does not require you to buy the 
latest technology or read up on every 
new development in pop culture, but it 
is important to keep your finger on the 
pulse of what your particular students 
are experiencing. Take time to discover 
what changes are being made in pub-
lic education, technology, and politics. 
Ask the Lord for wisdom to interpret 
these changes through the lens of the 
Bible and to teach His Word rightly in 
light of what challenges to Christian in-
tegrity these changes might present to 
your students and their families.

Teenagers are often swept up in a 
myriad of changes for which they have 
not yet developed the maturity neces-
sary to develop a consistent Christlike 
response. They are looking for a sense 
of stability in light of the unpredictable 
evils that media can deliver. Cyberbul-
lying, pornography, and illicit text mes-
saging are only a few of the activities 
the Internet enables. You are in such a 
privileged position as a Sunday school 
teacher of high-school students be-
cause you have the opportunity to 
show students from Scripture that they 
are not fated to such uses of technolo-
gy. Instead, students can look to God’s 
Word, examine the Lord in the beauty 
of His holiness, and be motivated by 
a desire to know Him through faith, a 
motivation that would use technology 
in ways that glorify God.

KEEP UP WITH THE NEWS, 
AND USE IT 

It is quite possible your students have 
a lot of knowledge regarding things they 
like while being very ignorant of national 
and world events. Use tools such as the 
newspaper and Internet to be aware of 
current events, and use what you learn 
to prepare your students to face the 
world with biblical truth.

A local robbery, a forest fire in Califor-
nia, and an earthquake in China can all 

be used as helpful illustrations as you 
teach. You can use the beginning of 
the class period to pray regarding such 
events and issues. If there are particular  
issues affecting the neighborhood, it 
might even be a great opportunity to 
rally your students together to answer 
this need with gospel-driven love.

Another strategy to consider is in-
volving your students by asking ques-
tions. See how much information they 
know regarding local events and mat-
ters of concern in your community. 
Use the details of what you learn to 
more effectively emphasize the neces-
sity of proclaiming the gospel to every 
corner of the community in which God 
has placed you and your church body. 

COMMUNICATE WITH PARENTS 
The goal of Sunday school for high-

school students is not to replace the 
parents’ role in discipling their chil-
dren. Rather it is to come alongside the 
parents and aid them in their disciple-
ship efforts toward their children. Par-
ents who are invested in their child’s 
well-being will be happy to hear from 
you and learn more about the topics 
you are covering in Sunday school.

Parents may also have some help-
ful ideas on how to communicate with 
students. They could point out some 
popular habits and activities that stu-
dents are involved in and whether 
they do such things happily or out of 
a sense of duty. 

Communication is a challenge, and 
new phones and other gadgets can 
make you feel that you are out of touch. 
That is not necessarily the case, as you 
still have the ability to understand the 
basics of new technology and habits. 

The Lord has promised to equip you 
to face whatever you might encounter 
as you serve Him. Rejoice in this truth, 
and let it impact your thoughts about 
God and all of Scripture, and you will 
begin to see positive growth in your 
students.
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NOTES

JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of 
him, and cried, saying, This was he of 
whom I spake, He that cometh after 
me is preferred before me: for he was 
before me.

16 And of his fulness have all 
we received, and grace for grace.

17 For the law was given by  
Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.

18 No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him.

19 And this is the record of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
Who art thou?

20 And he confessed, and de-
nied not; but confessed, I am not 
the Christ.

21 And they asked him, What 
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, 
I am not. Art thou that prophet? And 
he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him, 
Who art thou? that we may give an 
answer to them that sent us. What 
sayest thou of thyself?

23 He said, I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said 
the prophet Esaias.

24 And they which were sent 
were of the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said 
unto him, Why baptizest thou then, 
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, 
neither that prophet?

26 John answered them, say-
ing, I baptize with water: but there 
standeth one among you, whom 
ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after 
me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 
unloose.

28 These things were done in 
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 6, 2020 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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The Gospel of John is unique 
among the Gospels for a few import-
ant reasons. First, while the Synoptic 
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke) 
include a focus on Jesus’ compassion 
as demonstrated in His miracles and 
teaching, John’s Gospel presents that 
same ministry activity in a way that 
emphasizes Christ’s deity.

Second, the Apostle John explicitly 
offers the purpose for his book. Near 
the end of the book, we see John 
detail the resurrection of Christ and 
give a brief description of what He 
did during His earthly ministry subse-
quent to the resurrection. Speaking to 
readers everywhere, John also wrote, 
“And many other signs truly did Jesus 
in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not written in this book: but these 
are written, that ye might believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life 
through his name” (20:30-31).

The purpose of the Gospel of John 
is that people might know that Jesus 
is the very Son of God and that they 
might believe in Him. It is clear from 
this book, as well as the full counsel of 
Scripture, that believing in Jesus means 

more than mere acknowledgment of 
the facts about Him. It means believing 
Jesus is both the Messiah (Christ) and 
the Son of God and placing your faith 
in Him to save you from your sins and 
to impute, or give, His righteousness to 
you through His death and resurrection. 
This call to faith is inextricably linked to 
John’s depiction of Jesus all through 
the book, specifically as the Son of God 
who calls the lost to follow Him. 

While the Apostle John presents the 
purpose for his book at the end, he be-
gins the book with a deep and power-
ful treatise on Jesus’ deity. He then de-
scribes how this identity of Jesus was 
declared through the message and 
ministry of John the Baptist. We shall 
see that John the Baptist and his min-
istry were eminently tied to the prepa-
ration of Jesus’ disciples, particularly 
in how their hearts were challenged to 
recognize Him as the Son of God and 
the sufficient sacrifice for sin.

JESUS: FULL OF GRACE AND 
TRUTH—John 1:15-18

In his opening description of Jesus, 
the Apostle John introduces John the 
Baptist as one who was sent from God 

Studying the Text

The Testimony of John
Lesson Text: John 1:15-28 

Related Scriptures: Isaiah 40:3-5; John 3:22-30; 5:31-40;  
Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:7-14

TIME: a.d. 26 PLACE: east of Jordan River

GOLDEN TEXT—“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).
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