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The Weeks Ahead
People of valor for God’s purposes 

are the focus of this quarter’s lessons. 
Some showed their boldness through 
great acts of courage, as Joshua did 
when he prayed and told the sun to 
stand still so Israel could complete their 
daring victory. Gideon’s first act of cour-
age was tearing down an altar to a false 
god, risking the wrath of an angry mob. 
This bold action helped restore Israel to 
proper worship and laid the foundation 
for many more valiant deeds to come.

Jonathan showed courage by dar-
ing to attack a Philistine outpost with 
only his armor-bearer alongside, but 
he also fully submitted to God’s will 
in humility. He knew God authored 
his victory regardless of the strength 
of his enemies or himself. Courage is 
not only shown in battle: Elijah was 
courageous in delivering the word of 
the Lord to wicked King Ahab. God’s 
words are mighty enough to bring 
blessing when spoken in boldness and 
faithfulness despite the risk.

Other people of valor in Scripture 
showed their courage in response to 
great threats. King Abijah stood boldly 
against Jeroboam’s threat to the king-
dom of David and to the true worship 
of God, and God honored his valiant 
faith with victory. Abijah’s descendant 
King Hezekiah rallied God’s people in 
response to an Assyrian invasion by cry-
ing out to God and taking decisive ac-
tion. His courageous refusal to panic set 
the tone for the nation, and God hon-
ored his diligence and faith with victory.

Much later, Nehemiah led God’s peo-
ple to rebuild Jerusalem in the face of 
their enemies’ threats and mockery. 
He cried out to God and trusted in His 
protection and encouraged the people 

in wholehearted work until they com-
pleted a great task. When the people 
of Israel were threatened with total an-
nihilation, Esther realized how God had 
uniquely placed her to save them. She 
trusted in God and courageously risked 
her life to plead their case, which result-
ed in their deliverance from danger.

Jeremiah showed courage by con-
tinuing to preach God’s message 
despite facing threats to his life. He 
saw that the more pressing threat to 
his people was their own wickedness 
bringing God’s judgment down on 
them, and he boldly called them to 
repent. Similarly, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego saw that their integrity 
before God was more important than 
their own safety and boldly stood firm 
for the Lord even when threatened 
with death. They trusted God to save 
them as they worshipped Him alone.

In the New Testament, people of 
valor showed courage for Jesus. John 
the Baptist was the first to do this as 
he boldly preached the Messiah’s 
kingdom before Jesus’ ministry even 
began. Later, Jesus commended him 
and challenged him to hold fast to his 
faith until the end. The apostles Peter 
and John showed their courageous 
faith when, empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, they preached Jesus as Messiah 
before the same religious leaders who 
had helped kill Him. They pushed the 
good news forward despite the oppo-
sition’s threats. Finally, the Apostle Paul 
refused to keep quiet about Jesus’ 
message and his calling to share it with 
the Gentiles, even when people wanted 
to kill him for it. God used his courage 
to open the door for His kingdom!

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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The people of valor in this quarter’s 
lessons displayed courage in a wide 
variety of ways. They battled enemy 
armies against desperate odds, fought 
against idolatry and sin in God’s peo-
ple, worked faithfully despite threats 
to their lives, risked their lives to save 
others or to declare God’s message, 
and showed courage for Jesus even 
when it cost them. As important as it 
is to see all these different ways that 
courage can be expressed through the 
life of a person devoted to God, anoth-
er question needs to be asked: where 
does courage come from, and how do 
we get it?

Courage is clearly a desirable thing 
to have, an attribute God designed us 
to possess. But there is a funny thing 
about courage: we often do not get it 
ahead of time; only when we choose 
to obey God in a particular course of 
action does courage come to our aid. 
God is its author, but what means 
does He use to reawaken the bold-
ness to serve Him that our hearts were 
made for?

The heroes of faith in our lessons 
can also show us a variety of answers 
to this question. In simple terms, they 
reveal to us that courage is formed 
as we come to know our God, grow 
in love for the people He created, em-
brace the mission He has given us, 
and simply begin to go forth on that 
mission in faith.

Perhaps the first and most import-
ant element of gaining courage is 
knowing the Lord. The truest bravery 
is built on the knowledge and belief 
that the one God of the universe is 

both powerful and loving, both great 
and good. When we understand that 
God is almighty and He is for us, our 
hearts swell with the belief that any 
outcome is possible and that good will 
triumph in the end.

This does not mean we will never 
encounter setbacks, but we can step 
forward in faith, knowing the pow-
er behind us. People who know their 
God will stand firm in times of trouble, 
and they will also take decisive action 
when the situation calls for it (Dan. 
11:32).

All the people of valor mentioned 
in these lessons knew their God, but 
Gideon provides a perfect example of 
gaining courage this way. Gideon was 
a man of fear until he met the messen-
ger of the Lord and saw God’s pow-
er on display. His courage in tearing 
down his father’s idols came directly 
from that meeting, and it was just one 
step of a journey in which God gen-
tly revealed more and more of His 
character to him. In the end, Gideon 
believed so strongly that God would 
save His people that he attacked an 
enormous army with only three hun-
dred men and won. The Almighty was 
clearly with him.

For the New Testament men of 
courage, part of knowing their God 
meant learning who Jesus was. For 
John the Baptist and the apostles, 
their courage grew as they believed 
that Jesus was truly the Son of God, 
the tangible image of the Almighty. 
Only through Him was there any 
hope of salvation, as Peter boldly 
proclaimed (Acts 4:12). With Him sal-

EDITORIAL

Where to Find Courage
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vation was assured, and nothing any 
man could do would be able to take it 
away (John 10:28-29).

A second source of courage that 
God gives us is holy love for His peo-
ple. Everyone is more willing to fight 
when they have something to fight 
for, and loved ones are a prime exam-
ple. As we know God better, He can 
also give us love for those He loves, 
even if they are strangers to us. This 
love comes from knowing that God 
loves us and the people around us 
so much that it compels us to action  
(II Cor. 5:14-15).

But more than love for God’s peo-
ple, love for God Himself should mo-
tivate us to act with courage for His 
sake. Hezekiah, Nehemiah, Esther, 
Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, Paul, 
Peter, and John all give us examples 
of how love for God breeds courage. 
When we know the only God of the 
universe personally, when we realize 
just what He sent His only Son to do 
for us, and when we realize that He has 
sent His Holy Spirit to guide, strength-
en, and guard us even today, it should 
grow the greatest love for God in our 
hearts and make us forget our fear in 
serving Him.

Third, we grow in courage as we 
embrace the mission God has given 
us. As we understand that God has 
made us for a specific purpose and 
that His purposes are always accom-
plished in the end, we will have faith 
to take on the tasks God has prepared 
for us, even when they are difficult. 
We are the workmanship of God, cre-
ated to step right into His good plans 
already in action all around us (Eph. 
2:10). Embracing this truth frees us to 
work with diligence and bravery.

Out of all the faith heroes featured 
in these lessons, Nehemiah provides 
perhaps the best example of growing 
in courage by caring deeply about 
the mission. God stirred Nehemiah’s 
heart to rebuild Jerusalem’s bro-

ken-down walls, and the task was 
immense. Yet he embraced his mis-
sion so fully that he rose to meet ev-
ery unforeseen challenge that came 
in the project—and they were many, 
including some he probably never 
expected, such as plots against his 
life. Through all of these things he 
courageously led the people to suc-
cess by showing them how to em-
brace their task with all their heart 
(Neh. 4:6).

Finally, sometimes courage must be 
gained in the going. We may need to 
take the first step feeling unprepared 
and alone, only to see God fill us with 
strength we never knew was possible 
along the way. The gift of courage is 
one that God gives us when we are 
willing to move out in faith, even when 
we truly have no idea if the project 
will go well or not. If we waited un-
til we felt brave, we would never go  
anywhere.

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego probably were not expect-
ing to have to testify for the Lord 
before the king; they simply knew 
they could not bow to an idol, so 
they took a step and stood firm. But 
when the time arose, their words to 
King Nebuchadnezzar were some of 
the boldest ever recorded. God in-
creased their courage along the way 
and then backed it up for His own 
glory. Similarly, Peter and John had 
no prepared speech when they were 
summoned before the Sanhedrin; 
but when Peter opened his mouth, 
the Holy Spirit filled it and gave him 
boldness to share the testimony of 
Jesus (Acts 4:8-12).

All of these examples give us hope 
that God can birth the same courage 
in us. These people of valor were just 
ordinary men and women like us who 
met the Lord, received His love, em-
braced His mission, and took the first 
step. May the Lord give us grace to  
do the same.
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JOSH. 10:1 Now it came to pass, 
when Adoni-zedec king of Jerusalem 
had heard how Joshua had taken Ai, 
and had utterly destroyed it; as he had 
done to Jericho and her king, so he had 
done to Ai and her king; and how the 
inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace 
with Israel, and were among them;  

2 That they feared greatly, be-
cause Gibeon was a great city, as 
one of the royal cities, and because 
it was greater than Ai, and all the 
men thereof were mighty. 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedec king of 
Jerusalem sent unto Hoham king of 
Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jar-
muth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, 
and unto Debir king of Eglon, saying, 

4 Come up unto me, and help me, 
that we may smite Gibeon: for it hath 
made peace with Joshua and with 
the children of Israel. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the 
Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the 
king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, 
the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themselves together, and 
went up, they and all their hosts, and 
encamped before Gibeon, and made 
war against it. 

6 And the men of Gibeon sent 
unto Joshua to the camp to Gilgal, 
saying, Slack not thy hand from thy 
servants; come up to us quickly, 
and save us, and help us: for all the 
kings of the Amorites that dwell in 
the mountains are gathered togeth-
er against us. 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, 
he, and all the people of war with him, 
and all the mighty men of valour.

8 And the Lord said unto Joshua, 
Fear them not: for I have delivered 
them into thine hand; there shall not 
a man of them stand before thee.

9 Joshua therefore came unto them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all 
night.  

10 And the Lord discomfited 
them before Israel, and slew them 
with a great slaughter at Gibeon, 
and chased them along the way that 
goeth up to Beth-horon, and smote 
them to Azekah, and unto Makkedah.

11 And it came to pass, as they fled 
from before Israel, and were in the go-
ing down to Beth-horon, that the Lord 
cast down great stones from heav-
en upon them unto Azekah, and they 
died: they were more which died with 
hailstones than they whom the children 
of Israel slew with the sword.

12 Then spake Joshua to the Lord 
in the day when the Lord delivered up 
the Amorites before the children of Is-
rael, and he said in the sight of Israel, 
Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; and 
thou, Moon, in the valley of Ajalon. 

13 And the sun stood still, and the 
moon stayed, until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their en-
emies. Is not this written in the book 
of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the 
midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. 

14 And there was no day like that 
before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: 
for the Lord fought for Israel.  

15 And Joshua returned, and all Is-
rael with him, unto the camp to Gilgal.

LESSON 1 JUNE 6, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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Throughout history, many important 
advancements have been achieved by 
men and women who were willing to 
attempt what others called impossi-
ble. The courage and fortitude shown 
by inventors, explorers, civil leaders, 
missionaries and others like them has 
advanced the welfare of mankind and 
inspired countless others to make 
similar advances.

Many of the very first of these brave 
pioneers have their stories recorded in 
the Bible. The driving force behind their 
courage and success is, of course, the 
God of miracles revealed in its pages. 
As He did for Joshua, God responds 
in mighty power to the great need of 
His people when they courageously 
approach His throne in faith.

In this quarter, we will explore the 
theme of valor in the heroes of Scrip-
ture. We will see how their trust in God 
and the way they related to Him al-
lowed them to move with outstanding 
courage in a variety of situations. The 
inspiring blessings God brought on 
His people through their courage will 

also be on full display.
Our first unit of lessons focuses on 

brave leaders who took decisive and 
courageous action to achieve the 
good aims God had given them. These 
models of faith should inspire us to 
step forward in our own acts of cour-
age. We begin this week with Joshua, 
whose audacious command of faith is 
a moment unduplicated in human his-
tory! God used his courage to bless 
an entire nation and set the stage for 
centuries of redemptive history as he 
led God’s people to victory.

THE ENEMY ARMY MUSTERS—
Josh. 10:1-6

The setting for this week’s great 
act of courage is near the beginning 
of Israel’s conquest of the Promised 
Land. The Israelites had miraculously 
crossed the Jordan River and com-
pletely annihilated the first two strong-
hold cities of Canaan: Jericho and Ai. 
The word about Israel’s strength and 
victory was getting around, and near-
by kings were being stricken with fear.

Studying the Text

Joshua Commands the  
Sun to Stand Still

Lesson Text: Joshua 10:1-15 

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:5-9; 23:1-13; Isaiah 38:4-8; 60:19-22

TIME: between 1405-1398 b.c. PLACES: Gilgal; Gibeon

GOLDEN TEXT—“And there was no day like that before it or after it, that the Lord 
hearkened unto the voice of a man: for the Lord fought for Israel” (Joshua 10:14).


