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The Weeks Ahead
When you really love somebody, you 

want to please them. A son with a lov-
ing father finds great happiness in see-
ing how proud of him he is. The Lord 
Jesus provides the greatest example 
of pleasing His Father. This quarter we 
will look at the ways He did this.

In our first unit, we will see how 
Christ pleased His Father by His 
works. Even though He was sinless, 
Christ submitted to baptism as part of 
His perfect life of obedience (lesson 1). 
After He did this, the Father expressed 
His pleasure in His Son. 

Christ proceeded soon after to 
please His Father by successfully re-
sisting temptation (lesson 2), in the 
process setting an invaluable exam-
ple for us. Jesus made very clear that 
everything He did was in keeping with 
the Father’s plan (lesson 3). A person 
can please the Father only by honoring 
the Son.

In the second unit, we will explore 
the most profound way in which the 
Son pleased the Father—by sacrific-
ing His life on the cross to pay for the 
sins of mankind. Lesson 4 highlights 
the ultimate expression of Jesus’ sub-
mission to the Father as He declared 
that the Father’s will, not His own, be 
done. Then, in lesson 5, we will read 
of Jesus’ crucifixion, amazed anew at 
the amazing love of God, both Father 
and Son.

But our story does not end there! On 
Easter Sunday, we will celebrate the 
glorious truth that Jesus rose bodily 
from the grave, victorious over sin and 
death. And in lesson 7 we will see that 
Jesus wanted His followers to know 

without a doubt that this resurrection 
miracle was an actual fact.

In our final unit this quarter, we will 
turn to the Gospel of John to explore 
how and why Christ pleased the Fa-
ther not just by His works and sac-
rifice, but by His teachings as well. 
In a series of “I am” statements re-
corded by John, Jesus revealed the 
many ways in which He is the Lord 
of life. He pleased the Father by per-
fectly carrying out these roles and 
presenting the truth about God and 
His plans.

Jesus spoke about how He was the 
Bread of Life (lesson 8), the Light of the 
World (lesson 9), and the Good Shep-
herd (lesson 10). Eternal life comes 
only through Him. He does not just 
give life, He is life, which He demon-
strated by raising Lazarus and rising 
eternally from death Himself (lesson 
11). Those who belong to Him draw 
life from Him, just as branches draw 
life from the vine (lesson 12).

Our quarter closes with one of the 
most precious historical records of all 
time—the high priestly prayer of Je-
sus on behalf of His people (lesson 
13). We are given access to the Lord’s 
communication with His Father on the 
eve of His crucifixion ordeal. And what 
is on the heart of Christ at this time? 
The welfare of the people the Father 
has entrusted to Him. No wonder the 
Father was always so pleased with the 
Son.

I pray that this quarter’s lessons will 
help you and your students grow in 
appreciation of the Lord Jesus. 

—Stephen H. Barnhart.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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There can be no denying that the 
Person and work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ presents to us many deep truths 
to grapple with. Perhaps the greatest 
of these is that He is the Son of God, 
the Second Person of the Trinity, and 
also perfect man. 

As the God-Man, Christ is the per-
fect mediator for sinful man (I Tim. 
2:5). And through His resurrection, He 
is the “firstfruits” of the coming eternal 
kingdom of God, the new heavens and 
new earth, leading in triumph all those 
who have trusted in Him (I Cor. 15:19-
26; cf. Rev. 11:15; 21:1-3).

Some of the expressions of Christ’s 
humanity in Scripture have puzzled be-
lievers through the years. We are going 
to look at some of these expressions. 
And then we are also going to show 
some of the ways in which Christ’s de-
ity is clearly set forth in the Bible. That 
Christ is both God and man is a para-
dox, but it is the clear teaching of the 
Scriptures.

For starters, it may seem strange 
that the Bible presents Christ as pleas-
ing the Father by His obedience. In 
fact, Hebrews 5:8 declares, “Though 
he were a Son, yet learned he obedi-
ence by the things which he suffered.” 
To understand passages like this, we 
must see that Jesus had to live a life 
of perfect obedience in order to be the 
perfect man, the perfect sacrifice for 
our sins. 

This truth is also what explains an-
other passage in Hebrews, where it 
says that Christ was made “perfect 
through sufferings” (2:10). It does not 

mean He was in any way imperfect, 
but rather that through His suffering 
He became perfectly qualified to be 
our Substitute.

In this quarter’s lessons, we see 
Christ pleasing the Father by submit-
ting to the baptism of John (Mark 1:9-
11). Since this baptism was a baptism 
of repentance (vs. 4), we may wonder 
why Jesus needed to be baptized. 

The answer to this question is in ac-
cord with what we have just seen in 
Hebrews. In Matthew’s parallel bap-
tism account, John the Baptist himself 
did not think it right to baptize the sin-
less Lord, but Jesus said it was neces-
sary “to fulfil all righteousness” (3:15). 
He was identifying with His people and 
the requirements they were to follow; 
He did this in order that He could be 
their perfect Saviour.

When Jesus endured temptations 
from Satan (Matt. 4:1-14), it was part 
of being equipped for His high priestly 
role (cf. Heb. 4:15). He would look only 
to the Father to provide for Him, and He 
would take no shortcuts to the kingdom 
in violation of the Father’s eternal plan.

Jesus conducted His whole minis-
try in absolute dependence and sub-
mission to the Father. In John 5:19, 
He declares, “The Son can do noth-
ing of himself, but what he seeth the  
Father do.” This is due, of course, to 
the close relationship and unity they 
have together in the Godhead, but it 
also reflects Christ’s living as the per-
fect man.

It has been rightly said that in His 
earthly life, Christ temporarily gave up 

EDITORIAL

Jesus Christ: 
Son of God and Perfect Man

Stephen H. Barnhart
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the independent exercise of His divine 
attributes (cf. Phil. 2:5-8). He did not 
cease to be God or lose His power, but 
He chose to live in complete depen-
dence and submission to the Father. 
By doing this, He became the perfect 
Substitute for us, and it should be 
added at this point that He also be-
came the perfect example for His peo-
ple to follow.

Jesus declared, “My meat is to do 
the will of him that sent me, and to 
finish his work” (John 4:34). It was not 
a burdensome duty for Him to do the 
Father’s will, but rather His very life 
and soul. So should it be for us.

The ultimate example of the Son’s 
submission to the Father came, of 
course, at Gethsemane, where He de-
clared, “Not as I will, but as thou wilt” 
(Matt. 26:39), and then on the cross 
itself. It is not as if He lacked the au-
thority and power to avoid the cross 
(John 18:4-6 points out, for exam-
ple, the way the people who came to  
arrest Him fell flat on their backs when 
He spoke His name, the name of God). 
But as the perfect and sinless man, He 
remained true to His role, all the while 
modeling for us what submission to 
God should look like.

But now we come to our second 
great point. Yes, Jesus lived His life as 
the perfect man, but He also clearly 
taught that He was the divine Son of 
God. The apostle John built his whole 
Gospel around seven “I am” decla-
rations of the Lord Jesus. Clearly the 
only one who could truthfully assert 
that He is the Bread of Life, the Light 
of the World, and the Resurrection and 
the Life must be God Himself.

And the evidence provided by the 
“I am” statements goes even further. 
At the very heart of John’s Gospel is 
the Lord’s remarkable declaration to 
the Jewish leaders who were boast-
ing in their physical descent from 
Abraham. Prefacing His statement 
with a “Verily, verily,” (a phrase that 

He often employed to highlight state-
ments of paramount importance), the 
Lord said, “Before Abraham was, I 
am” (8:58).

Jesus was referring back to when 
God revealed His name to Moses at 
the burning bush. When Moses asked 
what he should say was the name of 
the One who had sent him to the en-
slaved Israelites in Egypt, God said, “I 
AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt 
thou say unto the children of Israel, I 
AM hath sent me” (Ex. 3:14).

Jesus’ enemies clearly knew what 
Jesus was saying with the words “I 
am.” They responded by picking up 
stones and trying to kill Him as a blas-
phemer (John 8:59). 

There are other ways in which Jesus 
taught that He is the Son of God. For 
example, He exercised His right to for-
give sins, which His enemies correct-
ly said in their objection to His words 
that only God could do. 

The occasion we refer to is when 
Jesus encountered a paralyzed man 
who had been brought to him by some 
friends. After He pronounced forgive-
ness upon this man, He backed up His 
words by healing him (Luke 5:18-26; 
cf. 7:44-50). All of Jesus’ miracles at-
tested to the fact that He was God in 
the flesh.

We do not have space to cover ev-
ery Scripture passage that bears on 
the nature of the God-Man. We hope 
that what we have discussed will help 
you know your Lord and Saviour bet-
ter. 

One lesson that you will hopeful-
ly learn from this brief study is that 
we must form our understanding of  
God from all of Scripture taken to-
gether. When we see what the totality 
of biblical teaching is, we will be bet-
ter able to grasp and communicate 
the truth. How vital this is, especially 
as we rejoice together in the splendor 
of Immanuel, the God-Man.
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NOTES

MARK 1:4 John did baptize in the 
wilderness, and preach the baptism of 
repentance for the remission of sins.

5 And there went out unto him 
all the land of Judaea, and they of 
Jerusalem, and were all baptized 
of him in the river of Jordan, con-
fessing their sins.

6 And John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, and with a girdle of a 
skin about his loins; and he did eat 
locusts and wild honey;

7 And preached, saying, There 
cometh one mightier than I after me, 
the latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to stoop down and unloose.

8 I indeed have baptized you with 
water: but he shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost.

9 And it came to pass in those 
days, that Jesus came from Naz-
areth of Galilee, and was baptized 
of John in Jordan.

10 And straightway coming up 
out of the water, he saw the heavens 
opened, and the Spirit like a dove 
descending upon him:

11 And there came a voice 
from heaven, saying, Thou art my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.

12 And immediately the Spirit 
driveth him into the wilderness.

13 And he was there in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted 
of Satan; and was with the wild 
beasts; and the angels ministered 
unto him.

LESSON 1 MARCH 5, 2023

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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As we begin a study of all the ways 
Christ pleased His Father, we must re-
member that His purpose in coming to 
earth was to accomplish our salvation 
through His death and resurrection. 
After His life of perfect submission to 
the Father’s will, He willingly submitted 
as well to an undeserved death on the 
cross, thus atoning for our sin. 

There are so many great lessons we 
can learn from the life of Christ. Because 
He was the perfect man, He taught us 
how to live. Since our goal as believers 
is to become like Christ, we can see in 
His life what God wants to make of us. 
We are not saved by imitating Christ; 
we are saved by trusting in Him as Sav-
iour. But once we are saved, knowing 
Him and living out His life from within 
becomes the focus of our existence. 

It was such an amazing blessing to 
the human race that God, in the Per-
son of Jesus Christ, took our nature. He 
showed us that in Him man can be res-
cued and, by His grace, be conformed 
to the Son’s image. In Christ, God 
spoke to us through one of our own 
kind. How amazing it is that a man—
the God-Man, Jesus Christ—will reign 
for all eternity over God’s kingdom. 
Certainly His life is one we should study 

carefully. He came to give us life, but 
He also came to show us how to live. 

Although Jesus Christ was com-
pletely God, His incarnation made Him 
completely human as well. He went 
through each stage of life, from infan-
cy to adulthood. Part of that process 
included preparation for the work that 
God had called Him to do. He pre-
pared for leadership of God’s people, 
showing us how to live in a way that 
will please our heavenly Father. 

ANNOUNCED AS A LEADER— 
Mark 1:4-8 

The Old Testament prophets had said 
that God would send a messenger to 
announce the coming of the Messiah. 
That messenger was John the Baptist. 
His message called on the people to re-
pent of sin and be baptized. The Jews 
were familiar with baptism—the law of 
Moses required bathing the entire body 
at certain times for uncleanness. But 
there was something different about this 
baptism. When a person went through 
a ceremonial cleansing in the Jewish 
religion, he baptized himself. John was 
requiring them to allow another to bap-
tize them. 

The symbolism of having some-

Studying the Text

Jesus’ Baptism
Lesson Text: Mark 1:4-13

Related Scriptures: Matthew 3:1-17; Luke 3:15-22; 
Matthew 17:1-7; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36

TIME: a.d. 26 PLACES: wilderness of Judea; Jordan River

GOLDEN TEXT—“There came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11).


