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The Weeks Ahead
This quarter’s lessons are all about 

honoring God through obedience to 
His Word. Our lessons are drawn from 
the Old Testament books of Exodus 
and Leviticus. The book of Exodus 
features some of the most important 
works of God in glorifying Himself be-
fore the entire world. His dealings with 
Israel proved that He alone is the su-
preme Lord of the universe.

Our fi rst unit of study is made up of 
three lessons from the book of Exodus 
that demonstrate the beginnings of obe-
dience by God’s people. The fi rst les-
son deals with Moses’ call to become 
the deliverer of Israel from bondage. 
Lesson 2 recounts Israel’s obedience in 
the institution of the Passover. Lesson 3 
deals with God’s institution of His cov-
enant with the nation of Israel and their 
commitment to fulfi ll that covenant by 
obeying all His commandments. 

Our second unit of study this quar-
ter features six lessons that focus on 
obedience in worship, three drawn 
from the book of Exodus and three 
from Leviticus. Lesson 4 takes us to 
the foot of Mount Sinai, where the 
Israelites were sternly warned to re-
spect God’s holy presence upon the 
mountain or face certain death. Les-
son 5 deals with the fi rst four of the 
Ten Commandments; they deal with 
worshiping God alone and keeping 
His sabbath. Lesson 6 takes a look at 
Moses’ obedience in making sure that 
the Israelites constructed the taber-
nacle exactly according to the Lord’s 
specifi cations. Lesson 7 deals with 
Israel’s obedience in carrying out the 
sin offerings for the Day of Atonement. 
Lesson 8 shows us how Israel was to 

carefully obey all God’s instructions for 
carrying out the various types of offer-
ings to the Lord. Lesson 9 focuses on 
how Israel was to obediently observe 
the feasts during the harvest season.

Our third unit of study for this quarter 
deals with four lessons that focus on 
various aspects of obedience to God in 
the context of social interactions. Les-
son 10 deals with laws concerning legal 
testimony, resisting an evil mob, justice 
for the poor, respecting an enemy’s 
property, bribery, and the just treatment 
of foreigners. Lesson 11 focuses on the 
keeping of the Sabbath as a sign that 
Israel had a special, holy relationship 
to Yahweh as His people. Lesson 12 
takes us to Leviticus chapter 9, where 
instructions are given concerning vari-
ous issues of social justice. Lesson 13 
wraps up our lessons for this quarter 
by focusing on Leviticus chapter 25, 
where instructions are given concern-
ing the proper observance of the Sab-
bath Year and the Year of Jubilee.

It is my sincere hope that you will 
fi nd great encouragement from this 
quarter’s studies in God’s Word. I pray 
that through the study of these les-
sons, your obedience to the Lord will 
grow and your commitment to follow 
Christ will be deepened. Our God is 
supremely worthy of all obedience in 
every area of our lives. As your studies 
progress, be mindful of these words 
from I Peter: “Ye are a chosen gener-
ation, a royal priesthood, an holy na-
tion, a peculiar people; that ye should 
shew forth the praises of him who hath 
called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light” (2:9).

—John Lody.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Many Christians today suffer under 
the misapprehension that because we 
are saved by grace alone through faith 
alone in Christ alone, works of obe-
dience, especially works according 
to God’s Ten Commandments, have 
become obsolete along with the rest 
of the Mosaic covenant. But even a 
cursory reading of the New Testament 
should be suffi cient to disabuse any-
one of such a fallacious conclusion.

You will not fi nd rejection of the 
moral law’s importance supported 
by the words of Christ, for although 
He fulfi lled the law for the sake of our 
justifi cation before God, He vehe-
mently warned His followers, “Who-
soever therefore shall break one of 
these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the 
least in the kingdom of heaven: but 
whosoever shall do and teach them, 
the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. For I say unto 
you, That except your righteousness 
shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 
case enter into the kingdom of heav-
en” (Matt. 5:19-20).

The important point here is that 
Christ explicitly warns that breaking 
any of God’s commands or teaching 
others that it is permissible to do so 
is disgraceful in His sight. Of course, 
through faith we receive Christ’s own 
perfect righteousness, which far ex-
ceeds that of any scribe or Pharisee. 
But that in no way changes the fact 
that God’s law is the expression of His 
immutable standard of righteousness 
for mankind.

You will not fi nd disregard for 
God’s law in the writings of the apos-

tle Paul. Although Paul continually 
expresses the importance of God’s 
grace and salvation by faith, he 
never shrinks from advocating obe-
dience to God’s moral standard as 
expressed in the law: “What then? 
shall we sin, because we are not un-
der the law, but under grace? God 
forbid. Know ye not, that to whom 
ye yield yourselves servants to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of sin unto death, or of 
obedience unto righteousness? But 
God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin, but . . . ye became 
the servants of righteousness” (Rom. 
6:15-18). We are no longer slaves to 
sin, but we have now become the 
willing and joyful slaves to Christ’s 
righteousness, which is expressed in 
the moral law of God. As Paul else-
where writes, “Do we then make void 
the law through faith? God forbid: 
yea, we establish the law” (3:31).

You will not fi nd the law discarded in 
the book of Hebrews: “Of how much 
sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall 
he be thought worthy, who hath trod-
den under foot the Son of God, and 
hath counted the blood of the cove-
nant, wherewith he was sanctifi ed, an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite 
unto the Spirit of grace? . . . It is a fear-
ful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God” (10:29, 31).

You will most defi nitely not fi nd 
the law dismissed in the writings of 
James: “If ye fulfi l the royal law ac-
cording to the scripture, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do 
well: . . . For whosoever shall keep the 
whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
he is guilty of all” (2:8, 10).

EDITORIAL

Obedience, Grace, and Faith
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The same respect for godly virtue 
is seen in Peter’s writings: “Giving all 
diligence, add to your faith virtue; and 
to virtue knowledge; and to knowl-
edge temperance; and to temperance 
patience; and to patience godliness; 
and to godliness brotherly kindness; 
and to brotherly kindness charity. For 
if these things be in you, and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that 
lacketh these things is blind, and can-
not see afar off, and hath forgotten 
that he was purged from his old sins” 
(II Pet. 1:5-9).

Did you catch that last bit? Peter 
claims that those who do not prac-
tice godly obedience have forgotten 
that they were ever saved! For Peter, 
obedience is the proof of the pud-
ding. It is where the rubber meets 
the road; in other words, it is the 
very validation of our claim to salva-
tion in Christ!

What does the apostle John say? 
“By this we know that we love the chil-
dren of God, when we love God, and 
keep his commandments. For this is 
the love of God, that we keep his com-
mandments: and his commandments 
are not grievous” (I John 5:2-3).

Even in the little letter by the Lord’s 
brother Jude, we fi nd this warning, 
“Certain men crept in unawares, . . . 
ungodly men, turning the grace of our 
God into lasciviousness, and deny-
ing the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (1:4). To live in disobe-
dience to Christ denies that we ever 
knew Him!

The simple fact is that grace has 
never been in confl ict with obedience 
because the law was never intended 
as a way of salvation. As Paul wrote, 
“Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no fl esh be justifi ed in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge 
of sin” (Rom. 3:20). Neither those un-
der the old covenant nor those under 

the new covenant have ever been 
saved by keeping the law.

Although obedience has never been 
a way of salvation, it has always been 
the proof of salvation for those who 
have been saved by faith. While mere 
outward obedience to law without 
faith is a dead legalism that will nev-
er save anyone, a mere profession of 
faith without obedience to God is a 
dead faith, which likewise will never 
save anyone (cf. Jas. 2:26).

The truth is that grace, faith, and 
obedience walk hand-in-hand togeth-
er. By grace we are given the gift of 
faith that saves us (cf. Eph. 2:8-9). 
Through that gift of faith, we are able 
to trust in Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Saviour (cf. Rom. 10:9-10). Having 
confessed Christ as Lord, we validate 
our faith by growing in obedience and 
holiness, becoming progressively con-
formed to the image of Christ Himself 
through the working of the Holy Spirit, 
who dwells in us (cf. 8:29).

It is a great tragedy that so much 
confusion on this issue has plagued 
the church over the centuries, since all 
that it really means is that saving faith 
is faithful! True faith was never meant 
to be understood as an isolated act of 
mere intellectual belief that God exists 
or simply that Christ’s death is a fact 
of history. As James warns us, “Thou 
believest that there is one God; thou 
doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble” (2:19). Rather, saving faith has 
always been intended to mean nothing 
less than a life-changing commitment 
to faithfully follow Jesus Christ in obe-
dience as Lord of our lives!

A saving faith is a faithful faith! But, 
over the years, Satan has twisted the 
truth of salvation by faith to appeal to 
those who have no room in their lives 
for either true faith or the obedience 
that validates it (cf. I Pet. 5:8). Do not 
be found among them on the day of 
judgment!

—John Lody.
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LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Scripture Lesson Text
EXOD. 3:1 Now Moses kept the 

fl ock of Jethro his father in law, the 
priest of Midian: and he led the fl ock 
to the backside of the desert, and 
came to the mountain of God, even 
to Horeb.

2 And the angel of the LORD ap-
peared unto him in a fl ame of fi re 
out of the midst of a bush: and 
he looked, and, behold, the bush 
burned with fi re, and the bush was 
not consumed.

3 And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside, and see this great sight, why 
the bush is not burnt.

4 And when the LORD saw that 
he turned aside to see, God called 
unto him out of the midst of the 
bush, and said, Moses, Moses. 
And he said, Here am I.

5 And he said, Draw not nigh 
hither: put off thy shoes from off 
thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.

6 Moreover he said, I am the 
God of thy father, the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. And Moses hid his 
face; for he was afraid to look 
upon God.

7 And the LORD said, I have sure-
ly seen the affl iction of my people 

which are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry by reason of their taskmas-
ters; for I know their sorrows;

8 And I am come down to deliver 
them out of the hand of the Egyp-
tians, and to bring them up out of 
that land unto a good land and a 
large, unto a land fl owing with milk 
and honey; unto the place of the 
Canaanites, and the Hittites, and 
the Amorites, and the Perizzites, 
and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry 
of the children of Israel is come unto 
me: and I have also seen the op-
pression wherewith the Egyptians 
oppress them.

10 Come now therefore, and I 
will send thee unto Pharaoh, that 
thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Israel out of Egypt.

11 And Moses said unto God, 
Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring 
forth the children of Israel out of 
Egypt?

12 And he said, Certainly I will 
be with thee; and this shall be a 
token unto thee, that I have sent 
thee: When thou hast brought forth 
the people out of Egypt, ye shall 
serve God upon this mountain.

NOTES



6

The people of Israel had been living 
in the land of Egypt for some four hun-
dred years. They had been slaves for 
most of that time. It must have been 
diffi cult to believe that God was really 
concerned about them after all those 
years of forced labor. 

Moses had been in exile from his 
people for forty years, living in the land 
of Midian. He too must have won-
dered whether God was concerned 
or even knew where he was. But God 
was about to demonstrate His love and 
concern for both Moses and His people 
in a very visible way. He demonstrated 
to Moses three great evidences of His 
concern. 

GOD’S APPEARANCE TO MOSES— 
Exod. 3:1-6 

Moses in the wilderness (Exod. 
3:1). Moses had been living in Midian 
for forty years, tending sheep for his 
father-in-law, Jethro. When God came 
to him, he was doing the same thing 
he always did. Watching the sheep 
was his daily task, although on this 
day he may have been doing that in 
a somewhat unusual place. He was 
on the “backside of the desert.” The 
words seem to suggest a place far 

from civilization, where he would not 
expect to meet anyone. 

Moses was certainly not expecting to 
hear from God that day. It was just like 
any other day to him. In writing these 
words at a later time, Moses added a 
detail that reveals the plan God already 
had for his life. He said that he had 
come “to the mountain of God, even to 
Horeb” (vs. 1). It was near the very place 
where God would later give him the law 
that he fi rst met with God. 

An attention-getting sign (Exod. 
3:2-3). A burning bush was not so un-
usual in a desert where lightning could 
set a dry shrub on fi re. It was unusu-
al for a bush to burn and not be con-
sumed, however. That was what at-
tracted Moses’ attention and aroused 
in him a desire for further knowledge. 
He wanted to know why the bush was 
not turning to ashes; thus he left the 
path and approached the bush. 

God was already revealing His pow-
er to Moses. He could create a fi re that 
burned without consuming the fuel 
that made the fl ame possible. 

The call of God (Exod. 3:4). The 
burning bush had attracted the at-
tention of Moses, and once God had 
his interest He was ready to give him 

Studying the Text

Lesson 1

Obedience in Leadership
Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:1-9; Judges 6:11-16; I Samuel 15:10-26; 
I Chronicles 17:1-14; John 17:1-5

TIME: 1445 B.C. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my people 
the children of Israel out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10).


