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The Weeks Ahead
The historical time period for this 

quarter’s lessons is the wilderness 
wanderings of the Israelites. All the 
lessons are based on passages from 
Leviticus and Numbers.

The first unit of four lessons empha-
sizes God’s holiness. In lesson 1, God 
chose the members of Aaron’s family 
to be the priests who would offer sacri-
fices and represent the people to God.

In lesson 2, we find that two of the 
priests did not take their sacred du-
ties seriously. When Nadab and Abi-
hu offered “strange fire” (Lev. 10:1), 
God consumed them with the fire of 
His presence. God wanted priests and 
people alike to recognize the holiness 
of sacred things.

Lesson 3 deals with God’s instruc-
tions for the Day of Atonement. As 
God’s high priest, Aaron had to be con-
tinually aware of the holiness of God as 
he carried out his sacred duties. 

The holiness of God’s name is high-
lighted in lesson 4. When the son of 
a mixed marriage blasphemed, God 
said the congregation should stone 
him to emphasize the seriousness of 
taking God’s name in vain.

Lesson 5 is the first of four lessons 
on God’s faithfulness. God had been 
faithful to provide manna for the Isra-
elites, but now they wanted something 
different. So God told Moses He would 
give the people meat to eat. However, 
they would pay a heavy price for their 
ingratitude. The events of lesson 6 di-
rectly follow those of lesson 5. God did 
miraculously send the people enough 
quail to feed them for a month. How-
ever, many of the people got sick and 
died. 

In lesson 7, we see Miriam and Aaron 
become jealous of Moses and his posi-
tion of leadership. Usually, Miriam was 
a loyal supporter of her younger broth-
er. For this attack against God’s chosen 
leader, Miriam was afflicted with leprosy. 
When Moses interceded for his sister, 
God set a time limit on the judgment.

Lessons 8, 9, and 10 form a trilogy 
that deals with the twelve spies’ mis-
sion to Canaan and the consequences 
of that mission. In lesson 8, Moses sent 
out the spies. After forty days, they re-
turned with a mixed report. Ten spies 
brought back a negative report, afraid 
because the Canaanites were giants. 

In lesson 9, we see that the ten spies 
had no faith that even God could give 
them the victory over the Canaanites. 
Two spies put their faith in God, but the 
people believed the ten faithless spies. 
God was so angry that He vowed to 
wipe out the current generation.

Lesson 10 is about Moses’ role as 
intercessor. He agreed that the peo-
ple deserved to be punished, but he 
urged God to temper His judgment 
with mercy.

Korah’s rebellion dominates lesson 
11. Korah was a Levite, but he wanted 
to be a priest. His envy motivated him 
to rebel against Moses and ultimate-
ly against God. Lesson 12 is a sequel 
to lesson 11. God opened the earth to 
swallow up Korah and his followers.

For twelve lessons Moses is pic-
tured as a great man of God, but in les-
son 13 he faltered. He failed to totally 
obey God, and as a result, God said 
he would not set foot in the Promised 
Land. This lesson proves that every act 
of disobedience is offensive to God.

PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).
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Moses was born amid the first re-
corded pogrom to exterminate the 
Hebrew people. He should have been 
drowned in the Nile River (Ex. 1:22), 
and that would have been the end of 
the story of Moses.

However, Moses’ mother was not 
the kind of woman who was willing 
to bow to the murderous whims of an 
evil ruler. She went to extraordinary 
lengths to preserve the life of her infant 
son, and so began the exciting drama 
that was Moses’ life.

Moses’ life divides neatly into 
three, roughly equal, forty-year pe-
riods. For the first third of his life, 
he lived in the pharaoh’s palace as 
the adopted son of the pharaoh’s 
daughter. Then he spent the next for-
ty years in the deserts of the Sinai 
Peninsula, living in anonymity and 
taking care of the flocks and herds 
of his father-in-law. Finally, he made 
a dramatic rise to prominence and 
spent the last third of his life as one 
of history’s greatest leaders, leading 
the people of Israel in the desert. The 
events described in all the lessons 
this quarter took place during this 
last period of Moses’ life. 

In the providence of God, the first 
two periods of Moses’ life prepared 
him for his God-ordained destiny: to 
be the leader of the Israelite nation. 
As the adopted son of the pharaoh’s 
daughter, Moses received the finest 
education Egypt had to offer. We can 
infer that he learned about history, 
diplomacy, statecraft, and leadership 
(cf. Acts 7:22)—lessons that would 
become invaluable later, when he be-
came a leader of men. 

However, at the same time, he also 

learned the traditions and religious 
beliefs of his own people. In an in-
credible plot twist, the adopted Mo-
ses was nurtured and instructed by 
his own Hebrew mother in his earliest 
years (Ex. 2:7-9)! After the pharaoh’s 
daughter rescued Moses from the Nile 
River, she employed Moses’ mother to 
take care of him. So, he received the 
best of both worlds: a superior secular 
education from the Egyptians and an 
understanding of the traditions of the 
Israelites from his own mother.

As an adult, Moses began to iden-
tify with his native people. Since the 
Egyptians were oppressing the Is-
raelites, that could not have made 
him popular at the palace. However, 
because of his ties to the pharaoh, 
neither did it make him popular with 
his own people. Matters came to a 
head when he came upon an Egyp-
tian taskmaster who was beating an 
Israelite. He killed the Egyptian and 
hid his body. This act indicates that 
as a young man, Moses was both 
short-tempered and violent.

If he thought killing an Egyptian 
would make him a hero among his 
own people, he was sorely mistaken. 
The next day, when he tried to quell 
an argument between two Israelites, 
one of them taunted him by asking if 
he planned to kill him as he had killed 
the Egyptian. Apparently, the Israelite 
that Moses had rescued the day be-
fore had spread the word—and not 
in a positive sense. Instead of saying, 
“Moses really is one of us; he saved 
my life!” he must have said, “Moses is 
a murderer!” Consequently, Moses ran 
for his life (2:11-15).

Moses traveled east, into the Sinai 

EDITORIAL

Moses: Man of Destiny
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Peninsula. This began the second 
period of his life: the period of exile. 
Isolated in the desert and estranged 
from his own people, Moses learned 
some valuable lessons that would 
help him during the final phase of his 
life. 

Probably the most important lesson 
he learned was patience. Before, he 
had been in a hurry. He had been im-
patient. He had wanted things to hap-
pen right away, so he had forced the 
issue. However, as the leader of sheep 
in the desert, he had nothing but time. 
He learned the folly of trying to force 
things to happen on his own timeta-
ble and the wisdom of waiting until the 
time was right.

As a young man he had been a driv-
er. However, sheep cannot be driven, 
or they will scatter; they need a gen-
tler touch—one of a shepherd. So, as 
a shepherd, he learned to become a 
leader. This lesson in leadership would 
serve him well in directing the stub-
born and uncooperative Israelites.

In the desert Moses learned the ge-
ography of the Sinai Peninsula. There 
is no way he could have known that in 
a short time he would be leading the 
Israelites to Mount Sinai in this very 
desert.

While Moses lived in exile, God was 
preparing His man for the greatest ad-
venture of his life. For forty years Mo-
ses lived in the desert. He took care of 
sheep, married, started a family, and 
no doubt planned to live out the rest of 
his life there. However, God had other, 
bigger plans for Moses. This leader of 
sheep was destined to become a lead-
er of men.

Moses’ call by God at the burning 
bush is one of the most dramatic sto-
ries in the Bible (Ex. 3—4). At this point 
in his life, Moses had reconciled him-
self to living a peaceful life of keeping 
sheep. Now God was telling him to go 
back to Egypt—back to the very place 
from which he had fled to save his life. 

God was telling him that his time of 
leading sheep was over; now it was 
time for him to lead his people out of 
bondage.

In terms of background, experi-
ence, training, and knowledge, Mo-
ses was the ideal candidate for the 
job of deliverer. He was an Israelite, 
but he also knew the Egyptian court. 
He had a unique set of skills and ex-
periences.

However, the one thing he lacked 
was motivation. He simply did not 
want the job. He came up with a 
basketful of excuses: he was not 
qualified; the people would not be-
lieve him; he was not a good speak-
er. However, God had an answer for 
each excuse. 

So, the man who forty years earlier 
had escaped Egypt to avoid the wrath 
of the pharaoh found himself on the 
road back to Egypt. The quiet life of 
a desert shepherd was over. Moses 
was about to step back into the fire 
and in the process become one of the 
world’s great leaders.

Moses’ meteoric rise from lowly 
desert shepherd to the leader of a 
nation is paralleled to a certain de-
gree by the resuscitation of the ca-
reer of Ulysses S. Grant. In 1854, 
personal shortcomings led to Grant’s 
resignation from the army. He reen-
tered the army at the beginning of 
the Civil War and quickly discovered 
that he had exceptional ability for 
leading men in combat. When the 
war ended, he was the commanding 
general of the Union army. 

Just as Grant could not have seen 
himself as the commanding general 
when he was forced out of the army, 
so Moses certainly could not picture 
himself as the leader of the nation of 
Israel when he was leading sheep in 
the desert near Mount Sinai. However, 
Moses was God’s man of destiny, and 
the Lord would help him every step of 
the way.
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NOTES

LESSON 1 SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

LEV. 8:1 And the Lord spake unto 
Moses, saying,

 2 Take Aaron and his sons with 
him, and the garments, and the 
anointing oil, and a bullock for the 
sin offering, and two rams, and a 
basket of unleavened bread;

 3 And gather thou all the congre-
gation together unto the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation.

 4 And Moses did as the Lord 
commanded him; and the as-
sembly was gathered together 
unto the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation.

 5 And Moses said unto the con-
gregation, This is the thing which the 
Lord commanded to be done.

 6 And Moses brought Aaron 
and his sons, and washed them 
with water.

 7 And he put upon him the coat, 
and girded him with the girdle, and 
clothed him with the robe, and put 
the ephod upon him, and he gird-
ed him with the curious girdle of 

the ephod, and bound it unto him 
therewith.

 8 And he put the breastplate 
upon him: also he put in the breast-
plate the Urim and the Thummim.

 9 And he put the mitre upon 
his head; also upon the mitre, even 
upon his forefront, did he put the 
golden plate, the holy crown; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.

10 And Moses took the anoint-
ing oil, and anointed the taber- 
nacle and all that was therein, and 
sanctified them.

11 And he sprinkled thereof upon 
the altar seven times, and anointed 
the altar and all his vessels, both the 
laver and his foot, to sanctify them.

12 And he poured of the anoint-
ing oil upon Aaron’s head, and 
anointed him, to sanctify him.

13 And Moses brought Aaron’s 
sons, and put coats upon them, 
and girded them with girdles, and 
put bonnets upon them; as the 
Lord commanded Moses.
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We know a lot about Moses. The Bi-
ble tells us about his parents, his birth, 
his precarious ride in a little basket 
on the Nile River, his adoption by the 
daughter of Egypt’s pharaoh, his rise 
to manhood, his hot temper, and his 
decision to leave Egypt in a hurry after 
he had murdered an Egyptian.

In the process of reading the early 
story of Moses, we glean that he had 
an older sister (Ex. 2:4), but we learn 
nothing about her—not even her name. 

Moses also had an older brother. 
However, we do not find out about 
him until God called Moses to return 
to Egypt and lead the people of Israel 
out of bondage and servitude. Moses 
resisted God’s call, claiming he was 
“slow of speech, and of a slow tongue” 
(Ex. 4:10). Therefore, he reasoned, he 
could not be an effective spokesman 
for God. So, God said that Moses’ old-
er brother could speak for him. This 
brother was “Aaron the Levite” (vs. 14).

Aaron played a prominent role as 
Moses’ right-hand man. In this lesson 
we learn that God had an even more 

important task for Aaron than being 
his younger brother’s spokesman and 
assistant.

GOD’S SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS—
Lev. 8:1-3

God chooses ordinary people for 
special tasks. He chose Moses to be 
the deliverer and the leader of the Is-
raelites. Then, at Mount Sinai, He also 
chose Moses to be the one through 
whom He communicated the Law and 
the instructions for the new nation of 
Israel and Israel’s new system of wor-
ship. These instructions included de-
tailed information about building the 
tabernacle (the portable worship cen-
ter used by the Israelites during their 
wilderness wanderings) and about es-
tablishing a priesthood to serve at the 
tabernacle.

All members of the tribe of Levi (de-
scendants of Jacob’s son Levi) were 
called Levites. God designated the 
Levites to be responsible for serving 
at and taking care of the tabernacle. 
Also, when it was time to move the 

Studying the Text

Ordination of Aaron  
and His Sons

Lesson Text: Leviticus 8:1-13 

Related Scriptures: Exodus 29:1-37; Hebrews 10:19-25; Acts 22:14-16

TIME: about 1445 b.c. PLACE: Mount Sinai

GOLDEN TEXT—“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” 
(Hebrews 10:22).


