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PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

It is important for every Christian to 
understand that ultimately, Jesus has 
conquered all. He is and forever will be 
triumphant. At times, His life certainly 
did not look triumphant, though. He 
was born in a stable, with no fanfare 
or kingly welcome. He rode into the 
capital city, not on a mighty steed but 
on a donkey. Finally, He was hung on 
a cross to die in an apparent end to 
His story. But of course, He rose from 
the grave, triumphant over death and 
sin to reign at the right hand of God. 
Jesus was triumphant in His entire 
life, and He has the power to give us 
victory over sin in our lives. 

Our first four lessons focus on two 
arrivals of Jesus: His birth into this 
world and His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. Both accounts are trium-
phant in their own way. The account 
of Jesus’ birth in Matthew 1:18-21 
is studied alongside His anointing 
by Lazarus’s sister Mary at Bethany. 
The overarching connection is that 
Jesus was born to die. His birth as 
the God-Man was necessary so that 
He could suffer and die in the flesh 
for the sins of the world. 

Week two’s lesson relates Isaiah’s 
prophecy in 9:6-7 of a Son being 
given to Jesus’ triumphal entry into 

Jerusalem in John 12:12-16. The tri-
umphal entry was the closest Jesus 
ever came to this prophecy being re-
alized during His earthly ministry. The 
ecstatic praises of the crowd on that 
occasion almost match Isaiah’s glo-
rious proclamation of the Wonderful 
Counselor and the Prince of Peace. 
But alas, scarcely a week afterward, 
crowds within the city clamored for 
Jesus’ crucifixion.

In our lesson for Christmas week, 
Simeon’s recognition of Jesus as 
Messiah from Luke 2:25-35 is related 
to Jesus’ own recognition of His hour 
of glorification in John 12:23-26. 

In lesson 4, Paul’s litany on Christ’s 
supreme humility in Philippians 2:5-
11 is related to Jesus’ own teaching 
on humility found in John 13:12-17. 
How amazing that the supreme Lord 
of glory is also our greatest example 
of personal humility!

The next three lessons are de-
voted to understanding what Jesus 
had to say about the trials we would 
face. In lesson 5, Jesus’ most con-
troversial claim in John 14:1-11 is 
examined. The exclusive nature of 
Christ’s status as the only Saviour 
is the watershed that forms both the 
foundation of our faith as well as the 
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greatest stumbling block to those 
who are outside it. The way to God 
goes through Christ alone!

In lesson 6, Jesus’ discourse in 
John 15:1-8 on His being the True 
Vine is considered. Christ is the only 
source of life for God’s covenant 
people, both for Israel in the Old 
Testament and for Christians in the 
New Testament. 

Lesson 7 investigates the gift of 
God’s peace amid the trials of this 
world (John 16:19-33). No matter 
what the world throws at us, we can 
take comfort in God’s peace that 
surpasses all understanding (cf. 
Phil. 4:6-7), remembering that Jesus 
Christ has overcome the world! Those  
who trust in Him have become over-
comers, just as He is (cf. I John 5:4)!

Lesson 8 will examine Jesus’ High 
Priestly prayer from John 17:6-19. In 
the hours before His death, our Lord 
prayed not only for the disciples who 

were with Him during His earthly life, 
but also for all those who would be-
lieve in Him in all the succeeding gen-
erations down to the present day. 

Finally, in the concluding lessons, 
we will examine how Jesus’ life pro-
vides the ultimate triumph over the 
world, sin, and death. In lesson 9, we 
will witness Jesus’ arrest in John 18:1-
13. The power of Jesus’ name trumps 
all earthly power and authority.

Lesson 10 compares the trial of 
Jesus before Annas with the denials 
of Christ by Peter in John 18:15-
27. While his Saviour was stand-
ing steadfastly in the truth before 
His persecutors, Peter failed three 
times to admit that he was Jesus’ 
disciple in response to merely cur-
sory inquiries. 

In lesson 11, Pilate cynically re-
sponds to Jesus’ declaration of His 
identity and mission  (John 18:28-
40). Pilate was blind to the fact that 
he was standing face-to-face before 
the very Personification of Truth.

In lesson12, we are confronted with 
Jesus’ crucifixion and death (John 
19:16-30). In our Saviour’s humiliat-
ing death on the cross, He achieved 
His greatest triumph. His death was 
the death of death itself.

In the final lesson, we examine the 
appearance of Jesus to His disciples 
beside the Sea of Galilee after His 
resurrection (John 21:1-14). Jesus 
revealed Himself to the disciples 
by recreating the same miracle He 
performed for them during the early 
days of their acquaintance.

My prayer is that these lessons will 
draw you to a closer, more vibrant 
walk with Jesus.
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OPENING MOMENTS

Suggested Song (Adults)
“O Worship the King all glorious 

above” (Grant)

Suggested Song (Children)
“You Are My All in All” (Jernigan)

Icebreaker
What kinds of things or people do 

we, as a culture, “worship”? What 
do we do that shows our worship?

LESSON OUTLINE

 1.  Worship Christ through  
submission (Matt. 1:18-21)

 2.  Worship Christ despite  
the cost (John 12:1-3)

 3.  Worship Christ, not money 
(John 12:4-6)

 4.   Worship Christ now  
(John 12:7-8)

KEY ISSUES
Our passages today show us two 

people who humbly worshipped the 
Lord at great cost to themselves.  
Joseph, the step-father of Jesus, dis-
played his love by giving up his plans 
and personal reputation. After all, 
when Mary became pregnant, there 
were surely people who would have 
assumed that they had engaged in 

LESSON 1—DECEMBER 5, 2021

Sorrow Before Triumph
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-21; John 12:1-8

GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached 
in the whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told  

for a memorial of her” (Matthew 26:13)

premarital relations. There is no need 
to go into this with the children, but 
make sure they understand that Jo-
seph, even though he was probably 
very upset with this situation, put 
aside his own plans and decided to 
submit to God’s plans. 

This point is particularly applica-
ble to children in terms of obedience. 
They often do not like to do the things 
their parents tell them to do, but it is 
important that they honor their par-
ents because God commands them 
to. By obeying their parents, they are 
obeying God and showing that they 
love Him like Joseph did. 

Our next passage is about Mary 
the sister of Lazarus, not to be mis-
taken with Mary the wife of Joseph. 
There is a lot going on in this passage 
that may escape the average read-
er’s attention in today’s culture. But 
her reverence in pouring perfume on 
Jesus’ feet transcends these cultur-
al differences. However, there are a 
couple of elements to key in on.

The first element is the social cost 
that accompanied this worship. 
Even the detail of her letting her hair 
down, while inconsequential in our 
culture, was a sign of loose morals 
and impropriety in the first-century 
context. This act of worship would 
have cost her more than just money.


