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Editorials
By Megan HickMan

God’s Extraordinary Kingdom

There are some things we consid-
er daily—chores, bills, our children, 
our pets, what to eat for dinner. These 
are the essential and ordinary details 
of life. But it is only when we con-
sider the kingdom of God that the 
purpose of all these mundane tasks 
comes into focus. They no longer 
are mundane when seen through the 
lens of God’s kingdom. The kingdom 
of God can seem elusive because it 
does not send us overdue notices 
or pester us if we ignore it. Howev-
er, recognizing and living according 
to the kingdom of God brings life to  
everything else we do. 

This quarter, we will explore pas-
sages in which Jesus describes God’s 
kingdom. We will explore some of its 
attributes, different types of responses 
to God’s call to enter it, and ultimately 
how we are allowed entry through the 
grace of God found in the gospel mes-
sage. Recognizing the glories of God’s 
kingdom and our role in responding to 
it will help us center our lives on God’s 
call to live out the gospel in our daily 
lives. 

Many people have misunderstand-
ings about the priorities of God’s king-
dom. It is perfect and victorious, but 
that is not because it has dynamic, 
overachieving subjects. It is perfect 
and victorious because God is perfect 
and has achieved victory on our be-

half. So the kingdom of God requires 
no good deeds in order to gain entry. 
In fact, all we bring to God’s king-
dom is our sin and a God-given thirst 
for His righteousness. In short, if you 
think you deserve to be part of God’s 
kingdom, you are probably headed in 
the wrong direction. God’s kingdom 
is full of the lost, the needy, the ordi-
nary—all those who recognize their 
need for Christ. This truth should help 
us reprioritize the activities of our lives 
in a way that honors Jesus. We do not 
have to strive for success or recogni-
tion or perfection; instead, we can rest 
in the work of Christ. 

At times, it will be hard to tell who 
actually belongs to God’s kingdom 
and who is simply trying to boost their 
own self-esteem by acting religious. 
As long as someone is proclaiming the 
truth of the gospel and living accord-
ing to God’s Word, it is not up to us 
to discern this. We can be thankful for 
any work being done for God’s king-
dom, even by those who do not truly 
trust in Christ. Ultimately, we can trust 
in the wise and just judgment of God 
as He discerns the intentions of men.

God invites all people to His king-
dom, but not all respond appropri-
ately. When you first heard the good 
news of the gospel, did it seem like 
good news to you? Not everybody 
agrees that they are sinners in desper-
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ate need of saving. To recognize the 
worth of God’s kingdom, people have 
to first submit to God as their Creator 
and Redeemer. This is why we begin 
the unit about responding to God’s 
kingdom with a lesson on prayer. Our 
response to God hinges on our com-
munication and relationship with Him. 
We must recognize Him as our Holy 
Father and long to align our wills with 
His. Responding to God’s kingdom 
requires humility, which we can truly 
possess only as we experience God’s 
greatness.

There are many warnings in the 
Scriptures for those who do not ac-
cept God’s invitation, and though the 
Lord is patient with us (II Pet. 3:9), He 
will ultimately judge those who reject 
Him. This should motivate us who al-
ready have entered the kingdom to 
urgently and compassionately pro-
claim the gospel. We should also live 
according to that gospel, being willing 
to forgive others as Christ forgave us. 
But evangelism, which of course is es-

sential to growing God’s kingdom, is 
not primarily the work of men. It is the 
work of the Holy Spirit, who opens the 
eyes and ears of sinners to the glory of 
the gospel. 

We wrap up our quarter with a study 
of God’s mercy and grace, the foun-
dation of His kingdom. God’s mer-
cy is displayed when He withholds 
judgment from those who deserve 
it—namely, sinners like you and me. 
God’s grace is displayed when He 
gives good gifts to those who do not 
deserve it. Our recognition of God’s 
grace and mercy should greatly moti-
vate us to show mercy and grace to 
others.

There are people in the church who 
have followed God almost their whole 
lives; then there are those who were 
saved out of lives steeped in sin. There 
are those who are wealthy and those 
who are poor. There are some whose 
sin is more obvious than the sins of 
others. In our last unit, we see that 
God’s forgiveness, graciousness, and 
mercy extend to any sin we could ever 
commit. When we start to believe that 
someone cannot be forgiven, either by 
God or by us, we grossly underesti-
mate the power of Christ’s sacrifice on 
the cross. We should be willing to offer 
the same forgiveness, graciousness, 
and mercy to others that we have  
received from Christ. 

Although we cannot fully grasp how 
God’s kingdom is at work, it tangibly 
affects the way we live. Being mindful 
of the kingdom should help us prior-
itize our lives to reflect God’s pur-
poses, grow in our relationship with 
Him, evangelize the lost, and extend 
to others the same mercy and grace 
God has extended to us. Being part of 
God’s kingdom sheds new light on our 
ordinary tasks and interactions, giving 
them direction and purpose.
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OPENING MOMENTS

Suggested Song (Adults)
“O How Happy Are They” (Wesley)

Suggested Song (Children)
“I’m So Happy” (Gavitt)

Icebreaker
Name one thing that makes you 

happy. Is that thing good or bad? Why 
or why not?

LESSON OUTLINE
 1.  A formula for happiness (Matt. 

5:1-10)
 2.  A practical application (Matt. 

5:11-12)
 3. Salt and light (Matt. 5:13-16) 

KEY ISSUES
A Christian who understands God’s 

kingdom will think very differently than 
people of the world. We are told daily 
what we should value—money, success, 
beauty—but in God’s kingdom, we deal 
in different commodities. We begin this 
quarter with a passage on the ways of 
God’s kingdom, and for those of us who 
live in this world, it should seem quite 
strange! The directions Jesus gives us  
to obtain happiness require us to let go 
of worldly values.

Years ago a country singer told this 
story. He said a certain evangelist was 

traveling the country and got off the train 
at a nearly deserted station in a small 
town. He approached an old man, the 
lone spectator at the train’s arrival. The 
visitor asked, “Do any folks in this town 
enjoy religion?”

“Yes, sir,” the old-timer replied.“Them 
that’s got it does!”

True happiness is available to anyone 
who will seek it God’s way. Do you want 
to be happy? Of course you do. We all 
do. The question is, How can we be  
happy? People propose various answers 
to that question, but many of those  
answers lead away from happiness rath-
er than toward it. True happiness does 
not come in a pill or a bottle. It is not 
found in achieving success in the world. 
Those things may give a passing feel-
ing of exhilaration or excitement, but 
that quickly passes.

Here Jesus gave a foolproof formula 
for true happiness. Without going into 
a detailed analysis of each of the eight 
Beatitudes, let us summarize them. 
True happiness comes when we stop 
thinking about self and start thinking 
of God and others. It comes when 
we stop seeking happiness and start 
seeking avenues of service. It comes 
when we stop living for this world and 
start living for the next world. It comes 
when we stop complaining about how 
people treat us and start praising God 
for how He treats us.

LESSON 1—June 4, 2023

Upside-Down Kingdom
Lesson Text: Matthew 5:1-16

Related Scriptures: Psalm 24:1-6; Isaiah 66:1-2; 
Luke 6:20-26; Hebrews 11:36-38

TIME: a.d. 28 PLACE: mountain near Capernaum

GOLDEN TEXT—“Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for 
they shall be filled” (Matthew 5:6).


