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As we embark on our study of Paul’s 
letters to the Corinthians, I recommend 
that you watch The Bible Project’s vid-
eos on I Corinthians and II Corinthians 
at thebibleproject.com (click on “Vid-
eos”). These quick clips can be helpful 
in building a foundation before jump-
ing into the text.

Another suggestion is to read 
through Acts 18 prior to the first les-
son. Paul went to Corinth on his sec-
ond missionary journey, and for a year 
and a half he preached the gospel 
there. Corinth was “located at the 
point of convergence for land and sea 
trade routes . . . [and] was known for 
its prosperity and immorality” (Patter-
son and Kelley, The Study Bible for 
Women, Holman). Yet God specifically 
told Paul, “I have many people in this 
city” (vs. 10). Many heard and believed 
the gospel, and those believers made 
up the body of the Corinthian church.

I Corinthians and II Corinthians are 
meant to be read as letters written to 
the church by Paul, but they can also 
be read by Christ-followers today. 
They provide needed guidance for 
dealing with issues within our church 
bodies.

First, Paul addresses the division 
among the believers regarding per-
sonal preferences in leadership. Christ 
is the ultimate leader of the church, 
and the church is the body of Christ. 
Its members should be a picture of the 

oneness of the Triune God. Christ has 
called us to lay aside trivial preferenc-
es and unite under the gospel for the 
sake of God’s glory.

To the Jews and Greeks during 
Paul’s time, Christ crucified was a fool-
ish idea. Yet to those who believed, 
the truth that God would humbly die 
on the cross showed incredible pow-
er over sin and death. Christ Jesus 
became our God-given wisdom for 
our righteousness, sanctification, and 
redemption; therefore, if we boast, it 
should be in Him alone.

Paul reminds us that it is ultimately 
Jesus Christ who does all the work in 
saving men. Anything that is not built 
on the foundation of Jesus Christ will 
not stand.

Some of the Corinthians were using 
their freedom in Christ to justify sexu-
al immorality. Paul tells them that their 
bodies are the temple of the Holy Spir-
it, and a temple is for worship. Since 
we are not our own and were bought 
with the precious blood of our Saviour, 
we should honor Him in everything—
even sex.

Some of the weaker Corinthian be-
lievers struggled with eating meat sac-
rificed to idols. It was an area of temp-
tation for them to fall back into idol 
worship. For that reason, Paul reminds 
the others that they should not create 
a stumbling block for weaker brothers. 
True maturity in the Lord is shown not 
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so much in knowledge as in how we 
love God and love our brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

Paul also tells the Corinthians the 
Lord’s Supper should not be ap-
proached in a cavalier manner. All 
members of the church should exam-
ine themselves, confessing any sin in 
the way of their fellowship with God.

On Easter Sunday, we will fitting-
ly discuss the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. It is essential to our faith that 
we believe Jesus died for our sins, 
was buried, and was raised on the 
third day. Jesus  appeared to over five 
hundred men, including Paul. Praise 
God that not only can we read eyewit-
ness accounts but that Christ’s resur-
rection power now lives inside of every 
believer!

Paul begins his second letter to the 
Corinthians by praising God for be-
ing the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort. Because we have 
experienced perfect love and comfort 
from our Heavenly Father, we are able 
to comfort others in their time of need.

God has also delivered us from the 
old covenant under the law into the 
glorious new covenant of freedom. 
Some people believe that rule-keep-
ing is a means to salvation; their hearts 
are veiled from the truth. When a per-
son comes to know Christ, that veil 
is removed so he or she may reflect 
God’s glory on earth. At present we 
see Him as a reflection that is dimmed 
or blurred. But one day we will look 
upon His glorious face.

The Holy Spirit is a down payment on 
the promise to believers of our future 
resurrected bodies. Our earthly bodies, 
while expertly and wonderfully made, 
are only temporary. While God’s prom-
ise is incredible news for believers, it 
is a sobering reminder of the hopeless 
fate that awaits non-believers. There is 
not a minute to waste with people who 
are perishing—we must be sharing the 
hope of the gospel!

To that point, Paul reminds the 
Corinthians and us that we have the 
high calling of being ambassadors for 
Christ. We have the assignment to 
bring God’s message of peace and 
reconciliation to those who are for-
eigners to Him. It is important that we 
seek to properly represent the King of 
our true home in heaven.

As we do our task, there is a spiritu-
al battle going on around us. We fight 
through the power of the Holy Spirit and 
with the armor of God. Jesus disarmed 
the father of lies when He died on the 
cross, and we know who wins the ulti-
mate battle.  We have authority over the 
enemy because the true Authority lives 
inside believers!

Finally, Paul shares that he was giv-
en a thorn in his side to remain hum-
ble and remind him that God’s grace 
is sufficient. God’s power is shown 
greatest in our weakness, so we 
should find pleasure in the fact that 
our frailty keeps us near our Saviour 
and shows His glory as He uses us re-
gardless of our shortcomings.
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OPENING MOMENTS

Suggested Song (Adults)
“Make Us One” (Silverberg et al)

Suggested Song (Children)
“We Are the Body of Christ” 

(Brown, Hampton)

Icebreaker
What type of leader do you prefer 

to follow? 

LESSON OUTLINE

 1.  Paul greets the Corinthians  
(I Cor. 1:1-9)

 2.  Paul confronts their disunity  
(I Cor. 1:10-16)

KEY ISSUES
Today we begin our journey 

through Paul’s letters to the Corin-
thian church. These letters address 
issues our churches would be wise 
to pay close attention to. The first is-
sue that Paul specifically tackles is 
rivalry among believers.

However, before Paul rebukes his 
brothers and sisters, notice that he 
gives a caring exhortation. His kind 
words probably reassured his read-
ers that he was confronting their sin 
with pure motives and out of an af-

fectionate concern for them. Paul’s 
thoughtfulness reminds us that while 
we are called to speak the truth, we 
must be tactful and do so in a loving 
manner (Eph. 4:15).

Paul encouraged the saints by re-
minding them of what God had done 
in their lives by grace through Jesus 
Christ (I Cor. 1:4-6). Any person’s 
knowledge of Christ is a result of 
grace as He confirms the testimony 
about Him to us. Our enlightenment 
is in no way our own doing.

Furthermore, Paul reassured his 
readers of what was to come; by 
considering the hope of eternity 
with their faithful Father, the believ-
ers would hopefully see how petty 
and trivial their squabbling was. Paul 
writes that we eagerly await “the rev-
elation of our Lord Jesus Christ” (vs. 
7). Seeing Him—our greatest love 
and treasure—face to face will be in-
finitely better than anything this world 
has to offer. Worldly issues fade when 
we set our gaze on eternal reality.

Paul’s appeal pointed the Corin-
thians’ focus back on the one who 
united them—God—rather than on 
what divided them. If the saints were 
sons and daughters of the same 
faithful God, then they were family 
and needed to act like it.

LESSON 1—MARCH 6, 2022

Divisions in Corinth
Lesson Text: I Corinthians 1:1-16

GOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our  
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be  
no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the  

same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10).


