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Welcome to another quarter of study 
in God’s Word, a study that hopefully 
will be not only educational, but ex-
citing and motivating to be the best—
and to do one’s best—for Christ. The 
theme for our lessons is the proclama-
tion of the gospel.

Ever since the Great Commission 
was given by Jesus to His disciples, 
the work of evangelism has contin-
ued, and the gospel has circled the 
globe, although it is acknowledged 
that not everyone has had an oppor-
tunity to hear it, let alone read the 
Bible in their own language. But the 
work goes on. The gospel, the power 
of God to save sinners, goes forward, 
touching new people groups every 
passing year until the full measure of 
God’s elect are gathered in before the 
Day of the Lord.

The first several lessons focus on 
laying the groundwork for the gospel. 
These foundational texts are from the 
book of Romans, as are all the lessons 
for this quarter. Romans is a treasure 
trove of doctrine on the Christian  
faith, and no one can read it too many 
times.

In a day when a good understand-
ing of doctrine is at a low point among 
Christians in general, the study of this 
marvelous doctrinal treatise by the 
Apostle Paul is absolutely essential 
and appropriate for today’s adults. 

They are the ones who need to get a 
thorough grounding in Christian doc-
trine so they can impart it to the next 
generation. As superintendent, stress 
the importance of these texts that 
have been so prayerfully chosen for 
your Sunday school class.

The first lesson explores Paul’s de-
sire to visit the church at Rome and 
his courageously unashamed yearning 
to preach the gospel as the power of 
God for the saving of sinners. Les-
son 2 establishes humanity’s dismal 
condition apart from the power of the 
gospel, namely that of being objects 
of God’s righteous wrath against their 
sin. No one has any excuse for not 
worshipping and obeying God, since 
His creation undeniably testifies to His 
eternal power and deity. The third les-
son establishes that no one is good in 
the eyes of the holy Judge of all the 
earth—all have sinned and fallen short 
of the glory that He created them to 
fulfill.

After the three lessons on laying 
the groundwork for the proclamation 
of the gospel, there will be four on its 
proclamation.

Lesson 4 presents God’s solution 
to humanity’s lack of righteousness: 
the good news that God’s own righ-
teousness is available in Jesus Christ. 
This righteousness is not based on our 
obedience to God’s law, and it was 
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foretold by both Moses and the rest of 
the prophets. Lesson 5 is our Easter 
lesson, and it deals with God’s origi-
nal promise to Abraham as discussed 
in Romans 4:18-25, as well as with its 
fulfillment in Christ’s resurrection from 
Luke 24:1-9.

Lesson 6 resumes our main gos-
pel proclamation track, introducing 
the doctrine of justification by faith 
in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. 
Lesson 7 presents us with the truth 
that those who have been fully jus-
tified through faith in Christ are now 
dead to sin but alive to God and His 
righteousness.

Once the gospel has been pro-
claimed, its implications need to be 
explained. The next six lessons exam-
ine these implications.

Lesson 8 expounds on the truth 
that once we are in Christ by faith, we 
yearn for the fulfillment of our redemp-
tion from this present world, includ-
ing our physical bodies. All creation 
groans with longing under the curse of 
sin, awaiting the new heavens and the 
new earth, as well as the glorification 

of the sons and daughters of God.
Lesson 9 introduces the hearten-

ing realization that those who are in 
Christ have the full support and sov-
ereign power of Almighty God on 
their side against all opposition in this 
present world. Since God Himself is 
for us, no power in the universe can 
be against us as we devote ourselves 
to God’s service in His plan of re-
deeming humanity from the curse of 
sin. Everything that happens is used 
by God to further His saving purposes 
in history for the good of God’s chil-
dren in Christ.

Lesson 10 examines the doctrine of 
God’s sovereign election of those who 
will be saved. Although those who re-
spond in faith to the gospel do so of 
their own free will, we must remember 
that even this response of faith is only 
as a result of God’s sovereign, saving 
grace, and is of no merit to them per-
sonally; it is all the gracious gift of God 
(cf. Eph. 2:8-10).

Lesson 11 looks at the outward ex-
pression of salvation’s inward reality 
in a person’s heart. This is a genuine, 
verbal confession that Jesus is Lord 
and that God has raised Him bodily 
from the dead. The main point is that a 
genuine believer will not be ashamed 
to openly confess the resurrection of 
His Lord and Saviour before the world.

Lesson 12 establishes Christ’s lord-
ship over all people. No matter who 
you are or where you came from, if you 
call upon Jesus for salvation, He will 
save you!

Lesson 13 examines gospel ser-
vice. In order for anyone to believe in 
the gospel, someone must preach to 
them—and not only preach, but also 
back up the gospel in tangible ministry 
to the whole person as an authentica-
tion of God’s love.

My hope is that you and your classes 
will be strengthened and encouraged 
this quarter by a gaining a deep, full 
knowledge of the saving gospel.
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OPENING MOMENTS

Suggested Song (Adults)

“How Firm a Foundation” (Rippon’s 
Selection of Hymns)

Suggested Song (Children)
“The B-I-B-L-E” (childbiblesongs 

.com)

Icebreaker
How important is the foundation to a 

building? Why?

LESSON OUTLINE
 1.  Paul’s thankfulness and prayer 

(Rom. 1:8-10)
 2.  Paul’s desire and need  

(Rom. 1:11-12)
 3.  Paul’s sense of obligation  

and concern (Rom. 1:13-17)

KEY ISSUES
We live in a competitive society, 

whether in sports, business, scholas-
tics, or personal achievement. Espe-
cially in the United States, we have 
developed a winner-take-all mental-
ity that has permeated not only our 
sporting events, but virtually every 
other aspect of our society as well. 
From Super Bowls to politics to spell-
ing bees, winning and being first has 
become all-important to us. No one 
remembers who finished second.

Sadly, competition is also some-
times found in churches. Whose 
church has more members? Whose 
church holds more services every 
Sunday morning? Even in the church, 
we have become obsessed with quan-
tity while increasingly losing sight of 
quality and, along with it, true biblical 
Christian spirituality.

Saul of Tarsus had a zealously com-
petitive nature as a Pharisee (Gal. 
1:14; cf. Phil. 3:4-7), but that changed 
once he was saved and became the 
Apostle Paul. Although the zeal he had 
before surrendering to Christ still re-
mained with him as he served Christ, 
it became focused in a different direc-
tion, toward a different goal. Paul did 
not envy other believers; he prayed for 
them continually, and his prayers al-
ways included thanksgiving for them, 
just as Jesus was always grateful for 
helpers outside His own close band of 
the Twelve (Mark 9:38-40).

Paul’s longing was to come visit 
these Christians at Rome. Since their 
faith had already become famous 
throughout the world, Paul had been 
fervently praying for these believers, 
and he wished to see them face to face 
in order to impart some spiritual gift 
that would establish them in their faith.

Paul went on to explain that what he 
intended was that they might mutually 
comfort and encourage each other. But 

LESSON 1—MARCH 7, 2021

Paul’s Desire to Visit Rome
Lesson Text: Romans 1:8-17

GOLDEN TEXT—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:  
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;  

to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” (Romans 1:16).
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SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Lists of spiritual gifts can be 
found in Romans 12:4-8, I Cor-
inthians 12:1-11, and Ephesians 
4:11. Edification, or building up 
one another, is mentioned in  
II Corinthians 12:19. Believers 
are to edify one another, not 
compete with one another. This 
does not rule out friendly com-
petitions, such as church softball 
leagues. The kind of competition 
to be avoided is that which is 
self-centered and self-advanc-
ing—seeking status and position 
at the expense of brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

until now, he had been prevented from 
fulfilling this desire to visit them. This 
may have been a divine prohibition. 
God has His own priorities and timing, 
and Paul would have been humble and 
sensitive to God’s leading, as he always 
had been in the past (cf. Acts. 16:6-7).

Paul acknowledged his debt of 
gratitude to the full range of Gentile 
believers, from the sophisticate to 
the ruffian, from the philosopher to 
the fool. It was to all of them that he 
was called to fulfill his divine com-
mission. His only way to repay any-
one was by the free preaching of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, and so 
he would likewise preach this same 
gospel to those at Rome when he 
came to them.

Although the gospel was all he had, 
Paul was far from ashamed of it. He 
gloried in the gospel as the very pow-
er of God for the saving of both Jew 
and Gentile by faith in Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour. Paul quotes Ha-
bakkuk 2:4: “The just will live by his 
faith,” referring to the imputed righ-
teousness of Christ Himself to the ac-
count of sinners who place their full 
trust in Him.

Isaiah 64:6 says, “All our righteous-
nesses are as filthy rags.” Good works 
without faith in Christ increases our 
sin.

This is the true righteousness that 
God desires. It is the only kind of 
righteousness that can ever possibly 
please and satisfy the perfect stan-
dard of the Holy Lord. There is no 
possibility of earning such righteous-
ness by doing good works according 
to the Law of Moses, since such a 
righteousness could never be perfect.

This is the power of the gospel that 
Paul was so eager to proclaim to both 
Jews and Gentiles. We too should em-
ulate and share in Paul’s great eager-
ness to extend such a priceless gift of 
salvation and eternal life for all who will 
believe!

Paul never forgot his calling from 
the Lord. Despite physical and emo-
tional persecution, he never gave up. 
He was active in ministry for Christ 
despite his circumstances, and his 
concern for others was constant. He 
was concerned for the lost as well as 
for those in Christ. He had a sense of 
obligation to do whatever he could to 
further Christ’s kingdom.

Nothing mattered to Paul except 
glorifying and serving the Lord Jesus 
Christ. As he wrote in Philippians 3:8-
9, “I count all things but loss for the ex-
cellency of the knowledge of Christ Je-
sus my Lord: for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win Christ.”

BRINGING IT HOME
There will never be another Apostle 

Paul, but every believer can be an am-
bassador for Christ (II Cor. 5:20). We 
stand upon the foundation laid by the 
apostles (Eph. 2:19-22) and it is our 
great privilege to participate in their 
heritage of building Christ’s kingdom. 
Start building today!


