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 PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

Editorials
JOHN LODY

Obedience in Worship and Society

A frequent observation that is made 
about the ten commandments is that 
the fi rst four commandments deal with 
humanity’s obligations to God, while 
the fi nal six commandments deal with 
humanity’s obligations to one anoth-
er. Another way to describe these two 
categories is to say that command-
ments 1-4 are about worship, while 
commandments 5-10 are about soci-
ety. There are indeed helpful aspects 
to this division. Mainly, it makes a 
helpful distinction between our vertical 
relationship (to God) and our horizontal 
relationship (to the rest of humanity).

Although thinking about the law of 
God as having these two dimensions 
is helpful in some contexts, we never-
theless should keep in mind that God’s 
law is also unifi ed, in that each indi-
vidual commandment involves every 
other commandment in some way. For 
instance, refraining from theft (com-
mandment 8) has directly to do with 
not coveting your neighbor’s property 
(commandment 10) and also is con-
nected with not committing adultery 
(commandment 7), which is stealing 
a neighbor’s spouse. But further, the 
commandment is also connected to 
honoring one’s parents (commandment 
5), since becoming a thief would dis-
honor one’s parents. At an even deeper 
level, stealing is a form of idolatry (com-
mandments 1 and 2), as well as a form 
of blasphemy of God’s name, especially 

if the one breaking the commandment 
is one of God’s people. There is even 
a sense in which stealing is a violation 
of the sabbath in that we cannot really 
honor God in our worship when we are 
living in blatant violation of His law.

We could go into similar analyses 
with all ten of the commandments, but 
I will leave that to you to do in your 
own  time. Suffi ce it to say that this is 
a main reason why James makes the 
famous statement in his epistle: “For 
whosoever shall keep the whole law, 
and yet offend in one point, he is guilty 
of all” (2:10).

So, despite our being able to divide 
its requirements into either vertical or 
horizontal categories, the law of God 
is essentially a unity, just as God Him-
self is a unity. Likewise, the variety of 
commandments refl ects God’s own 
diversity. In this, we can see that the 
essence of God’s law presents us with 
the same ultimacy of unity and diver-
sity as the Holy Trinity: one God in 
three Persons and one law expressed 
through a diversity of commandments. 
Thus, the moral law of God is an eter-
nal, unchanging standard of righ-
teousness that expresses God’s own 
eternal, unchanging holy character. It 
has never and will never become ob-
solete as long as God Himself lives.

Another indication that God’s mor-
al law is both unifi ed and diverse are 
Jesus’ own words on the essence of 
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the law. In Matthew 22:37-40, where a 
lawyer from among the gathered Phar-
isees asks Jesus which is the greatest 
commandment, He answers, “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with 
all thy mind. This is the fi rst and great 
commandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself. On these two command-
ments hang all the law and the proph-
ets.” Here, Jesus Himself divides the 
law into vertical and horizontal aspects 
while yet maintaining that it is a unity. 
The totality of the Scriptures (the law 
and the prophets) is expressed in these 
two interdependent commandments 
(cf. I John 4:19-21; II Cor. 5:14-15). 

Since God and His moral law are 
both a unity, our obedience to any of 
His commandments honors Him per-
sonally, just as violating any of His 
commandments dishonors Him per-

sonally. When we express our love for 
God in worshiping Him directly or in 
manifesting His love toward others, we 
are fulfi lling the whole of His law. 

  It is vital that we maintain the es-
sential balance between the vertical 
and the horizontal aspects; we must 
seek and strive to continually express 
both love for God and for others in all 
areas of our lives. In this way, our lives 
will refl ect the same unity and diversi-
ty that characterize both God Himself 
and His law.

This is why we cannot fully hon-
or God by ministering a purely social 
gospel to others any more than we 
can fully honor Him by merely devot-
ing ourselves to acts of worship and 
praise. Each extreme ends up dishon-
oring both God and others. Neither a 
purely social gospel nor an exclusive 
devotion to worship and personal pi-
ety can by itself either fully honor God 
or save anyone from an eternity in hell. 
If we neglect serving the needs of oth-
ers, all our personal worship and de-
votion to God are rendered vain and 
useless. If we neglect worship and de-
votion to God, our acts of service to 
the needs of others become likewise 
vain and useless, being merely secular 
acts that have no power to save any-
one (cf. I Cor. 13:1-3).

Representative of this essential bal-
ance between our vertical obligations 
to God and our horizontal obligations 
to others, the apostle Paul wrote, “I be-
seech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifi ce, holy, accept-
able unto God, which is your reason-
able service” (Rom. 12:1). By offering 
our whole selves as living sacrifi ces to 
God, we dedicate ourselves to fulfi lling 
both our obligations to God and to our 
fellow human beings. As with the Old 
Testament sacrifi ces that foreshad-
owed Christ’s ultimate sacrifi ce, we 
should strive to offer our whole lives 
for the sake of both God and others.
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OPENING MOMENTS

Suggested Songs (Adults)
“Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

(attributed to Thrupp) 
“Lead On, O King Eternal” 

(Shurtleff) 

Suggested Songs (Children)
“How Did Moses Cross the Red

Sea?” (Mitchell and Brumfi eld)
“In the Service of the King” 

(Ackley)  

Suggested Prayer
“Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteous-

ness because of mine enemies; make 
thy way straight before my face” (Ps. 
5:8).

LESSON OUTLINE

 1.  An ordinary man (Exod. 3:1)
 2.  An extraordinary sight 

(Exod. 3:2-3)
 3.  A commission (Exod. 3:4-10)
 4.  One man with God 

(Exod. 3:11-12)

KEY ISSUES
The power of men is negligible in 

God’s sight: “Verily every man at his 
best state is altogether vanity” (Ps. 

39:5; cf. 62:9). But Jesus said, “The 
things which are impossible with men 
are possible with God” (Luke 18:27). 

This week we meet a man who 
learned that lesson the hard way. 
In his younger days, Moses was an 
important man in Egypt. Only after 
he learned that he was nothing was 
God able to use him. 

The Apostle Paul later had to learn 
the same lesson. He too tried to do 
great things in his own strength. Only 
after coming to Christ could he say, 
“I can do all things”; but he had to 
add, “through Christ which strength-
eneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 

As we study this lesson, let us 
not focus exclusively on a man who 
lived long ago. Let us also examine 
our own lives.   

One ordinary man without God 
is nothing. With God, he can work 
wonders. Moses had once been a 
prince of Egypt, the greatest land 
of his time. That was all in the past, 
though. Now he was only a simple 
shepherd. 

Moses’ sphere of activity was 
not the court of a great country but 
“the backside of the desert” (Exod. 
3:1). His days were spent not with 
the lords of the land but with dumb 
sheep. He did not concern him-

LESSON 1—SEPTEMBER 4, 2022

Obedience in Leadership
Lesson Text: Exodus 3:1-12

Related Scriptures: Joshua 1:1-9; Judges 6:11-16; 
I Samuel 15:10-26; I Chronicles 17:1-14; John 17:1-5

GOLDEN TEXT—“I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest 
bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt” (Exodus 3:10).


