
Sunday SchoolSunday School
   Superintendent   Superintendent
Sunday SchoolSunday School
   Superintendent   Superintendent

FALL QUARTERFALL QUARTER
September,  October,  November  2021September,  October,  November  2021



Writer: Derrick Hammond 
Edited and published quarterly by

THE INCORPORATED TRUSTEES OF THE
GOSPEL WORKER SOCIETY

UNION GOSPEL PRESS DIVISION
Rev. W. B. Musselman, Founder

Price: $3.00 per quarter*
 $12.00 per year*

*shipping and handling extra

ISBN 978-1-64495-172-9

 Editorials .............................................................................................................  2

Faith on Trial

UNIT I: Learning God’s Holiness
Sept.  5—Ordination of Aaron and His Sons—Lev. 8:1-13 ..............................................  4
Sept. 12—Death of Nadab and Abihu—Lev. 10:1-7 ..........................................................  6
Sept. 19—The Day of Atonement—Lev. 16:1-16 ...............................................................  8
Sept. 26—A Blasphemer Stoned—Lev. 24:10-23 ..............................................................  10

UNIT II: Seeing God’s Faithfulness
Oct.  3—Complaints About Manna—Num. 11:4-6, 10-23 ..............................................  12
Oct. 10—God Sends Quail and Plague—Num. 11:24-35 ................................................  14
Oct. 17—Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses—Num. 12:1-16 ..........................................  16
Oct. 24—The Mission of Twelve Spies—Num. 13:1-3, 17-20, 25-33 ..............................  18

UNIT III: Taking God Seriously
Oct. 31—Rebellion of the People—Num. 14:1-12 ...........................................................  20
Nov.  7—Moses’ Prayer and God’s Answer—Num. 14:13-24 ........................................  22
Nov. 14—Korah’s Rebellion—Num. 16:1-14 .....................................................................  24
Nov. 21—Judgment on the Rebellion—Num. 16:23-35 ...................................................  26
Nov. 28—Water from the Rock—Num. 20:1-13................................................................  28
 Paragraphs on Places and People ...................................................................  30

Sunday School
Superintendent

FALL QUARTER September, October, November 2021

Vol. LXXXVI  No. 4

This material is part of the “Christian Life Series,” copyright © 2021 by Union Gospel Press. All rights reserved. No portion of 
this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without written permission from Union Gospel Press, except 
as permitted by United States copyright law. Edited and published quarterly by The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker 
Society, Union Gospel Press Division. Mailing address: P.O. Box 301055, Cleveland, Ohio 44130-0915. Phone: 216-749-2100. 
www.uniongospelpress.com

Editor in Chief: Kenneth Sponsler



2

The privilege of being near to God 
brings with it very high standards of 
conduct. God regulated this conduct in 
Israel through sacrificial laws and reg-
ulations that set forth a clear bound-
ary between Him and His people. This 
quarter, students will explore how God 
used trials of faith to help Israel relate 
to Him according to this boundary. By 
the end of the quarter, students will 
understand holiness as the establish-
ment of God’s boundaries, faithfulness 
as the respecting of God’s boundaries, 
and the serious consequences of vio-
lating God’s boundaries. 

The primary meaning of holy is 
“separate.” God is holy in that He is 
transcendently separate, far above 
and beyond anything we could possi-
bly imagine. This concept of separa-
tion establishes an inherent boundary 
between God and every aspect of His 
fallen, sinful creation. The first unit will 
examine how God taught the Israel-
ites about His holiness when He set 
boundaries in Leviticus.

The commandments and the sacrifi-
cial system of Leviticus were designed 
to ensure that the boundaries of God’s 
holiness were respected. Students will 
see this in the ordination service of Aar-
on and his sons, which set them apart 
for special service to the Lord. This sep-
arateness is also exemplified in God’s 
immediate response to the “strange 
fire” offered by Aaron’s sons Nadab 
and Abihu, which resulted in their fi-

ery deaths before the presence of the 
Lord. The unit concludes with a look at 
the Day of Atonement, where the High 
Priest offered sacrifices to atone for his 
own sins and also for the sins of the 
people. In this way, they themselves 
became holy, separated unto the ser-
vice of the holy Lord, Yahweh. 

The second unit takes students 
through the Israelite wilderness expe-
rience, showing how God consistent-
ly remained faithful to His established 
boundaries, even when the Israelites 
did not. In the Old Testament, sever-
al words are used for faithfulness, but 
all reflect the root idea of “firmness” or 
“certainty.” Consequently, our faithful-
ness to God means remaining firmly 
within His divinely appointed bound-
aries, while the faithfulness of God 
means our certain knowledge that God 
honors His Word and also those who 
remain firmly within His boundaries. 
Thus, the idea of our being firmly plant-
ed in God naturally leads to the idea of 
being certain of His holy character.

This becomes important as adults 
and youth study faithfulness because 
they will learn that faithfulness is not 
a matter of success or failure from the 
standpoint of results. Rather, the faith-
fulness to remain firmly within God’s 
boundaries, regardless of the conse-
quences, equals real success in God’s 
sight. In this sense, God was faithful 
both in providing food (manna and 
quail), as well as in visiting plagues and 
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judgments on disobedience throughout 
the four lessons of this second unit. His 
boundaries had been violated, so He 
was faithful to punish His people. 

The third and final unit will highlight 
the serious consequences of violating 
God’s boundaries. God’s punishment 
of the offender in each lesson—whether 
the Israelites, Moses, or Korah and 
his company—will likely seem overly 
harsh to many students. They should 
come to realize, however, that violat-
ing the boundaries of God’s holiness 
has serious consequences. Ultimate-
ly, God takes most seriously every act 
of disobedience, since Jesus Himself 
suffered and died for each one.

Children will also spend the quarter 
examining how faith in God and His 
Word produces the kind of faithfulness 
that remains firmly planted within di-
vinely appointed boundaries, regard-
less of the situation. Since the lesson 
texts for this quarter deal with some 
very serious topics, it will be import-
ant to focus on the narrative elements 
of each passage, since children retain 
knowledge better when it is associat-
ed with a particular story. 

Despite the narrative format, this 
material might be difficult for children 
to interpret, so the following are some 
emphases that may help teachers. For 
the first unit, lesson 1 is the story of 
how Aaron and his sons were set apart 
to be priests through their apparel and 
ceremonies that emphasize the holi-
ness of the priesthood. Lesson 2 fo-
cuses on Nadab and Abihu’s wrongful 
offering of that which God had not ap-
proved, and the deadly consequences 
they suffered as a result. Lesson 3 fo-
cuses on the ceremonies of the Day of 
Atonement, emphasizing the serious-
ness of the people’s sins against God. 
Lesson 4 deals with the execution of 
a man who spoke insults against God 
Himself, a most serious sin.

In the second unit, we see how God 
dealt with various kinds of rebellion. In 
lesson 5, the people complained about 
the food that God provided for them. In 
lesson 6, God gives Moses helpers to 
lead His people, and gives the people 
meat to eat, but also punishes their in-
gratitude and complaining from lesson 
5. In lesson 7, Moses’ sister, Miriam, and 
his brother, Aaron, rebel against Moses’ 
leadership. God confirms that Moses 
alone is His chosen leader over all Is-
rael. In lesson 8, ten out of the twelve 
spies sent into the land of Canaan fail to 
trust in God and rebel against the idea 
of going up to possess the land; God 
condemned that generation of people 
to wander in the desert until they died, 
allowing only their children the privilege 
of possessing the Promised Land.

Unit III contains more rebellions by 
the people and God’s corresponding 
responses to them. Your emphasis in 
these lessons should follow the same 
methods as unit II. In lesson 13, the 
penalty visited upon Moses for strik-
ing the rock is a special case. Focus 
on the idea of obeying God in patience 
and gentleness, avoiding impatience, 
anger, and self-promotion.
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OPENING MOMENTS

Suggested Song (Adults) 
“Holy, Holy, Holy” (Heber)

Suggested Song (Children) 
“It’s in My Heart” (Slater)

Icebreaker 
How are we, as sinful humans, able 

to reflect God’s holiness?

LESSON OUTLINE
 1.  The priesthood gathered  

(Lev. 8:1-5)
 2.  The priesthood clothed  

(Lev. 8:6-9)
 3.  The priesthood consecrated 

(Lev. 8:10-13)

KEY ISSUES
Given the lack of appreciation  

for God’s holiness in society today, 
students will likely enter the class-
room with a limited understanding 
of holiness. Consequently, teachers 
may need a refresher on holiness 
in order to fully appreciate how the 
establishment of the priesthood is a 
reflection of God’s holiness. The pri-
mary meaning of holy is “separate.” 
Thus, the priesthood is rooted in the 

THE HOLINESS OF THE  
HIGH PRIEST

Before the entrance to the 
tabernacle, in the sight of all 
Israel, Moses took pure water 
and washed Aaron and his sons 
with it. Ceremonially cleansed, 
Aaron was clothed with the  
tunic, sash, priestly robe, and 
the ephod (a priestly cape or 

idea of separation from the merely 
common and earthly. 

Throughout the Bible, the term 
“priest” refers to an official who was 
set apart from the rest of the com-
munity in order to represent them be-
fore God, especially in worship and 
the offering of sacrifices. Priests are 
those who maintain an exceptional 
level of holiness so that they can be 
free to minister in God’s presence 
on behalf of other sinners. While 
the Aaronic priesthood was not es-
tablished until Leviticus chapter 8, 
the concept of a priesthood, or of 
those separated as priests, is found 
in the Pentateuch prior to that point  
(cf. Ex. 19:22-24).

LESSON 1—SEPTEMBER 5, 2021 

Ordination of Aaron  
and His Sons

Lesson Text: Leviticus 8:1-13 

GOLDEN TEXT—“Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed 

with pure water” (Hebrews 10:22).
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Given that God’s holiness remains 
unchanged throughout all eterni-
ty, teachers should take time to ex-
plain the differences and similarities 
between the Aaronic priesthood as 
described in this lesson and the new 
covenant priesthood of today. The 
old and new covenant priesthoods 
are distinct in that now our only Priest 
is Jesus Christ Himself and that His 
offering for sin is permanent rather 
than temporary as it was under the 
old covenant. But there are some vital 
similarities as well. 

First, the priesthood is bestowed 
on all who are members of the cho-
sen family. Just as it was only the 

sons of Aaron who were priests un-
der the Law of Moses, so it is only 
those who are in Christ by faith who 
are priests today. Second, God’s 
priesthood is a holy priesthood. To 
say that God is holy is to say that 
He is to be honored above all oth-
ers, and we honor Him by obeying 
Him. This same principle of show-
ing honor by obedience applies to 
others, including children, who are 
to honor their parents (Eph. 6:1-2), 
and citizens, who are to be care-
ful to honor those in civil authority 
(Rom 13:1-7).

BRINGING IT HOME
In contrast to Aaron and his sons, 

Christian believers have been sprin-
kled, not with mere oil, but with the 
Holy Spirit Himself, who has cleared 
our consciences once and for all from 
the guilt of our sins. And we have 
been washed, not by mere water, but 
with the Holy Spirit’s sanctifying, in-
dwelling presence through the aton-
ing blood of our Lord and Saviour Je-
sus Christ.

These things are meant to give us 
full assurance of our faith and our 
salvation, enabling us to boldly ap-
proach God’s throne of grace in an at-
titude of humble, yet confident, sup-
plication. As the writer of Hebrews 
wrote, “Seeing then that we have a 
great high priest, that is passed into 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our profession. For we 
have not an high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our in-
firmities; but was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us 
therefore come boldly unto the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need” 
(4:14-16).

As a royal priesthood and a holy na-
tion (I Peter 2:9), we are to separate 
ourselves from the world and live in 
obedience to the Lord.

mantle). The ephod was bound 
to Aaron with a girdle said to be 
of ingenious craftsmanship.

Aaron was adorned with a 
priestly breastplate bearing 
twelve jewels representing the 
tribes of Israel. The Urim and the 
Thummim (meaning literally the 
“lights” and the “perfection”), 
two gemstones for discerning 
the will of Yahweh in specific 
instances, were kept in a com-
partment of this breastplate.  
Finally, Aaron was crowned with 
the priestly “mitre,” a turban 
bearing a diadem of gold in-
scribed with the words, “Holy to 
the Lord.” 

These adornments would 
have been a visual reminder 
of the extreme holiness of the 
office of the high priest. This 
in turn underscored the even 
more austere level of holiness 
of Yahweh Himself, since even 
the High Priest was permitted 
to enter the Holy of Holies (the 
direct presence of Yahweh) only 
once per year on the Day of 
Atonement!


