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In this quarter we will survey the 
blessings that come to God’s people 
through Christ. They are rich bless-
ings that will last for eternity.

Our first unit focuses on the bless-
ings of Christ as the Saviour. The 
promise of a Saviour-King is found in 
many Bible passages. We will explore 
several striking examples, and then, 
on Christmas Day, we will enjoy the 
precious account of Christ’s birth.

In our second unit, we will fo-
cus on the blessings of the gospel. 
Through the saving work of the Lord 
Jesus, we experience reconciliation 
with God, forgiveness and new life, 
Christ’s continual intercession for 
us, and the glorious freedom to live 
a life in fellowship with God.

In our final unit, we will explore 
further the amazing grace of God in 
Christ. As we journey through life, 
the believer experiences the blessing 
of belonging to Christ’s family. God 
strengthens and comforts us along 
the way. We grow more and more like 
Christ as we bear fruit for Him.

How thankful we should be for all 
the blessings we enjoy in Christ!
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PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 4, 2022

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
LUKE 1:8 And it came to pass, 

that while he executed the priest’s 
office before God in the order of his 
course,

9 According to the custom of 
the priest’s office, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into 
the temple of the Lord. 

10 And the whole multitude of the 
people were praying without at the 
time of incense. 

11 And there appeared unto 
him an angel of the Lord standing 
on the right side of the altar of in-
cense. 

12 And when Zacharias saw him, 
he was troubled, and fear fell upon 
him. 

13 But the angel said unto him, 
Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer 
is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth 
shall bear thee a son, and thou 
shalt call his name John. 

14 And thou shalt have joy and 
gladness; and many shall rejoice at 
his birth. 

15 For he shall be great in the 
sight of the Lord, and shall drink 
neither wine nor strong drink; and 

he shall be filled with the Holy 
Ghost, even from his mother’s 
womb. 

16 And many of the children of 
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their 
God. 

17 And he shall go before him 
in the spirit and power of Elias, to 
turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just; to make 
ready a people prepared for the 
Lord. 

18 And Zacharias said unto the 
angel, Whereby shall I know this? for 
I am an old man, and my wife well 
stricken in years. 

19  And the angel answering 
said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; and 
am sent to speak unto thee, and to 
shew thee these glad tidings. 

20 And, behold, thou shalt be 
dumb, and not able to speak, until 
the day that these things shall be 
performed, because thou believest 
not my words, which shall be fulfilled 
in their season.

NOTES
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ANALYZING
The earthly family of Jesus Christ 

included far more people than His 
mother, Mary, and His adoptive  
father, Joseph. There were aunts and 
uncles and cousins and later half 
brothers and half sisters. All these 
people interacted with Jesus on a 
personal level. They lived with Him, 
saw Him every day, and were directly 
influenced by what He said and did. 
One who felt His impact deeply was 
His relative John. 

1. A change in spiritual outlook 
(Luke 1:8-13). The Lord got the at-
tention of someone very close to 
John in a very special way. This was 
John’s father, Zacharias. He was a 
priest, and it was while serving in the 
temple in Jerusalem that he was visit-
ed by an angel, who was sent by God 
to prepare him for a special task. 

Zacharias was a godly, faithful 
man who loved the Lord. On this 
particular day, he was chosen to of-
fer incense in the holy place of the 

temple, a task priests had been car-
rying out for hundreds of years. As 
he was performing this service in 
the temple, there were many godly 
people outside as well. They were 
praying even as the smoke of the 
incense, symbolizing their prayers, 
ascended into heaven. 

When God decided it was the right 
time for Christ to be born, He start-
ed to prepare a number of people for 
that birth. In the temple, Zacharias 
was visited by an angel, who told 
him that he and his wife would have 
a son. That was something they had 
been praying about for many years, 
but now they were old and had given 
up hope of ever having a family.

The angel told Zacharias to name 
his son John. That began a chain 
of divine circumstances that would 
change their lives forever. It was 
not just being related to Jesus that 
changed them; it was their reaction 
to the revelation of God. 

2. A change in personal outlook 
(Luke 1:14-17). Even before he was 
born, John was chosen by God for 
a very specific job. He would be  

The Promise of 
Messiah’s Forerunner

Lesson Text: Luke 1:8-20

Related Scriptures: Genesis 18:9-15; 25:20-28; 
Malachi 4:1-6; Matthew 11:9-15

TIME: 7 or 6 b.c. PLACE: Jerusalem

GOLDEN TEXT—“Thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth” (Luke 
1:13-14).


