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LOOKING AHEAD
The events that are celebrated 

at the Christmas season cannot be 
completely understood without also 
considering Easter. 

The first unit involves the triumph of 
Jesus’ arrival on earth. From the be-
ginning, His mother Mary understood 
that there would be great sorrow in His 
life. The prophets foretold these things 
because they knew He had come to 
die. Christ had chosen a path of suf-
fering—one that led to the cross.

The second unit concentrates on 
Christ’s teachings. These lessons 
explain how He revealed Himself as 
the only way to God to His disciples. 
He invited them to abide in Him, the 
True Vine, and comforted them in their 
sorrow when He spoke of His coming 
death. He also prayed that they would 
experience unity with one another.

The final unit shows the triumph of 
the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Throughout His trials, Jesus was still 
in control of all that happened. His 
death provided salvation, and those 
who follow Him are given the task of 
sharing salvation with others.
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NOTES

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 5, 2021

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT

MATT. 1:18 Now the birth of  
Jesus Christ was on this wise: When 
as his mother Mary was espoused to 
Joseph, before they came together, 
she was found with child of the Holy 
Ghost.

19 Then Joseph her husband, 
being a just man, and not willing to 
make her a publick example, was 
minded to put her away privily.

20 But while he thought on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared unto him in a dream, say-
ing, Joseph, thou son of David, fear 
not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: 
for that which is conceived in her is 
of the Holy Ghost.

21 And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name 
JESUS: for he shall save his people 
from their sins.

JOHN 12:1 Then Jesus six days 
before the passover came to Bethany,  
where Lazarus was which had been 
dead, whom he raised from the 
dead.

 2 There they made him a 
supper; and Martha served: but 
Lazarus was one of them that sat 
at the table with him.

 3 Then took Mary a pound of 
ointment of spikenard, very costly, 
and anointed the feet of Jesus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the 
house was filled with the odour of 
the ointment.

 4 Then saith one of his disci-
ples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, 
which should betray him,

 5 Why was not this ointment 
sold for three hundred pence, and 
given to the poor?

 6 This he said, not that he 
cared for the poor; but because he 
was a thief, and had the bag, and 
bare what was put therein.

 7 Then said Jesus, Let her alone: 
against the day of my burying hath 
she kept this.

 8 For the poor always ye have 
with you; but me ye have not al-
ways.
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ANALYZING
When most babies are born, peo-

ple do not start thinking immediate-
ly about their death. But when we 
study the incarnation, this is exact-
ly what we think about. The birth of 
Christ was different than any oth-
er birth in history. His very purpose 
for becoming a man was so that He 
could die on the cross and become 
the Saviour of the world. Most of 
John’s Gospel concerns itself with 
the events surrounding the death 
of Christ, especially the last week, 
called Passion Week.

1. In awe of Christ’s mission 
(Matt. 1:18-21). The birth of Jesus 
Christ came about in a completely 
unique fashion. Mary became preg-
nant while she was still a virgin. She 
was engaged to be married, but the 
marriage had not yet taken place. 
Joseph was not the father of her 
child. He knew he was not the fa-
ther. He was a righteous man and 
had not committed sexual sin. So 
the fact that his fiancée was ex-
pecting was a great surprise. The 
one thing he did not consider was 
the possibility that this was a fulfill-

ment of the prophecies concerning 
the coming Messiah.

The birth of Christ came about 
through the power of God. The 
Holy Spirit was active in the incar-
nation of the Lord. Jesus’ concep-
tion was through the Holy Spirit. 
Because of this, Jesus was com-
pletely free from the sin that had 
tainted the entire human race since 
the time of Adam and Eve. He was 
perfectly holy. The announcement 
of this virgin birth amazed Mary, 
but she accepted it as a message 
from the Lord.

Joseph was also amazed by what 
the angel told him concerning the 
Christ Child. When he found out 
about the impending birth, his first 
thought was probably that Mary 
had been unfaithful. He was going 
to quietly end their engagement. 
But the angel let him know that 
this Child was the Saviour who 
had come to bring salvation to the 
world. This was a miracle child, 
who had come from God Himself. 
His birth would bring a blessing not 
only to Mary and Joseph but to all 
the world.

The willingness of Joseph to ac-
cept the message of the angel indi-

Sorrow Before Triumph
Lesson Text: Matthew 1:18-21; John 12:1-8 

Related Scriptures: Matthew 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:37-39

TIMES: 6 or 5 b.c.; a.d. 30 PLACES: Nazareth; Bethany

GOLDEN TEXT—“Verily I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of 
her” (Matthew 26:13).


