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LOOKING AHEAD
This winter quarter of study fea-

tures the record of our Lord Jesus 
Christ calling and teaching people to 
follow Him as His disciples.

The first lesson explains how John 
the Baptist testified that Jesus is in-
deed the promised Messiah. Lesson 2 
brings us to Jesus calling His first dis-
ciples. Lesson 3 highlights the incar-
nation. Lesson 4 features two specific 
disciples, Philip and Nathaniel.

Lesson 5 takes us to Jesus turning 
water into wine, His first miracle. The 
sixth lesson sees Jesus walking on 
water, while in the seventh lesson we 
find Jesus as the Bread of Life. Les-
son 8 introduces one of Jesus’ hard 
sayings.

The ninth lesson sees Jesus de-
claring that He is the Light of the 
World. Next, lesson 10 highlights Je-
sus’ claims to deity. In lesson 11 we 
explore Jesus’ response to a great 
need. Lesson 12 reveals Jesus as 
the resurrection, while lesson 13 fin-
ishes the quarter with a demonstra-
tion of God’s glory.

Preparation of Jesus’ Disciples

UNIT I: Getting Started

Dec.  6—The Testimony of John .........  2
Dec. 13—Jesus’ First Disciples ...........   6
Dec. 20—The Word Became Flesh 
  (Christmas)  ..........................  10
Dec. 27—Jesus Calls Philip and  
  Nathanael ..............................  14

UNIT II: Getting to Know Jesus
Jan.  3—Jesus’ First Miracle ..............  18
Jan. 10—Jesus Walks on Water .........  22
Jan. 17—Jesus: The Bread of Life ......  26
Jan. 24—Jesus’ Hard Saying ..............  30

UNIT III: Going Deeper  
with Jesus

Jan.  31—Jesus: The Light of the  
           World  ..................................  34
Feb.  7—Jesus’ Claim to Deity ...........  37
Feb. 14—Jesus’ Response to a  
         Dire Need ..............................  40
Feb. 21—Assurance of Victory over  
  Death .....................................  43
Feb. 28—A Display of Divine Glory .....  46
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PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, 
Union Gospel Press Division. The writers are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of 
Truth, each writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They received the word with 
all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

NOTES

JOHN 1:15 John bare witness of 
him, and cried, saying, This was he of 
whom I spake, He that cometh after 
me is preferred before me: for he was 
before me.

16 And of his fulness have all 
we received, and grace for grace.

17 For the law was given by  
Moses, but grace and truth came by 
Jesus Christ.

18 No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him.

19 And this is the record of John, 
when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 
Who art thou?

20 And he confessed, and de-
nied not; but confessed, I am not 
the Christ.

21 And they asked him, What 
then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, 
I am not. Art thou that prophet? And 
he answered, No.

22 Then said they unto him, 
Who art thou? that we may give an 
answer to them that sent us. What 
sayest thou of thyself?

23 He said, I am the voice of 
one crying in the wilderness, Make 
straight the way of the Lord, as said 
the prophet Esaias.

24 And they which were sent 
were of the Pharisees.

25 And they asked him, and said 
unto him, Why baptizest thou then, 
if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, 
neither that prophet?

26 John answered them, say-
ing, I baptize with water: but there 
standeth one among you, whom 
ye know not;

27 He it is, who coming after 
me is preferred before me, whose 
shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to 
unloose.

28 These things were done in 
Bethabara beyond Jordan, where 
John was baptizing.

LESSON 1 DECEMBER 6, 2020 

SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXT
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ANALYZING
1. Jesus: full of grace and truth 

(John 1:15-18). In his opening de-
scription of Jesus, the Apostle John 
introduces John the Baptist as one 
who was sent from God for a specif-
ic purpose (vss. 6-8). That purpose 
was to prepare the way for Jesus’ 
earthly ministry through preaching.

Our lesson text begins with a sim-
ple statement regarding John’s min-
istry: “John bare witness of him” (vs. 
15). John the Baptist did not know 
every detail about Jesus. Howev-
er, he did know some all-important 
facts about Jesus, and he commu-
nicated such truths to the audiences 
that gathered around him as he bap-
tized in the Jordan. This testimony of 
John is summarized in verse 15, and 
it portrays the beautiful and myste-
rious nature of Jesus’ existence. In 
other words, John provides a reason 
for elevating Jesus even before He is 
fully revealed to the world.

According to John the Baptist, 
Jesus ranks above him because He 
was before him. Was John speak-
ing about time, as if Jesus had been 

born before him? We can ascertain 
from Luke 1—2 that John the Baptist 
was in fact born before Jesus, so it 
is clear that John is testifying to the 
eternal nature of Jesus, something 
he could only truthfully claim if Jesus 
is indeed the Son of God.

John the Apostle inserted this 
statement from John the Baptist as 
an interruption to his flow of thought. 
John 1:16 hearkens back to verse 
14, which sees Jesus being “full of 
grace and truth.” Jesus is full of both 
grace and truth, and one major as-
pect of His person and ministry is 
that He dispenses “grace for grace,” 
or unimaginable amounts of grace. 

Indeed, even though the Old Tes-
tament is full of examples of God’s 
grace, including in the Law of Mo-
ses, the grace and truth exhibited 
in the ministry of Jesus Christ is the 
fullest and most powerful manifesta-
tion of God’s grace and truth.

The closing verse of this section 
recognizes Christ’s deity, this time 
highlighting His incarnation. While 
we are unable to see God face to 
face, we nonetheless can behold a 
perfect manifestation of God in hu-
man form through the Person of Je-
sus Christ. In order to reveal Himself 

The Testimony of John
Lesson Text: John 1:15-28 

Related Scriptures: Isaiah 40:3-5; John 3:22-30; 5:31-40;  
Malachi 3:1; Matthew 11:7-14

TIME: a.d. 26 PLACE: east of Jordan River

GOLDEN TEXT—“No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in 
the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).
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